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‘European treaty
Representatives of the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board and the
European Baptist
Federation met in
Hamburg, Germany, and
agreed to resolve their
differences. See page 2.

“KBC proposal

A special study
committee has finalized
its proposal that would
amend the way churches
gain representatives to
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention. See page 3.

Family Forum
Five myths about single
adults. See page 4.

Editorials

MissionsFest may have
been a defining moment
for Kentucky Baptists.
See page 5.

Photo essay

Baptist Healthcare
System sponsored its
first foreign missions trip
to provide medical
services in Brazil.

See page 9.

SPECIAL REPORT

LANGUAGE LESSON Mihael F/e and his father, Richard, listen to John 3:16 in one of several Iaﬁguages offered at a display in the
Global Walkaround at MissionsFest in Lexington. More than 2,600 people attended the two-day event highlighting the work of mission-
aries around the world. The Folkerth family, currently of Louisville, plans to be appointed as missionaries by the Forelgn Mission Board

next month.

Parks’ last MissionsFest draws 2,600

By Marv Knox & Mark Wingfield
Editor & News Director

LEXINGTON—If Baptists really
believe missions is the central theme
of the Bible, they ought to do more
about it, Keith Parks said in one of his
last appearances as president of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board.

Parks, who will retire as FMB

-president next month, addressed Ken-

tucky Baptists' several times during
MissionsFest, a foreign missions ex-
travaganza in Lexington Sept. 11-12.

More than 2,600 people attended
the meeting, making it the second-
largest MissionsFest ever. The FMB
sponsors four of the festivals per year.

“If someone who had never read
Scripture came to your church and lis-
tened for a month to all that was said
and taught, and they examined your

More MissionsFest stories on pages 6, 7 & 8
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budget ... do you think they would
come out saying the most important
thing for these people is sharing Jesus
with all the world?” Parks asked. “Or
would they find that hard to believe?”

He called for Baptists to get a “vi-
sion for going” in response to God’s
teaching through the Bible and
through Jesus Christ.

“The central teaching of Scripture
is the concept that God is the God of
all people and his message is for all
people,” Parks said. “If this is the pri-
mary theme of the Bible, then we
ought to do something about it.”

But both the Jewish people and
many who claim to be Christians have
missed this basic concept,-he said.
“We have the feeling that somehow
God loves some people more than
others. This is not true.”

Americans have a responsibility to
share not only their material wealth
but their spiritual wealth with a needy
world, Parks said. “Christians in
America ... need to carefully examine
our relationship to our Lord and our
0 See God still sends ..., page 6

Kentucky native gets on the ball for missions

By Mary Speidel
SBC Foreign Mission Board

NORMAN, Okla. (BP)—Ken-
tucky native Steve DeVoss plans to
get the ball rolling in foreign missions.

That quality should serve him well
as the first sports consultant for Coop-
erative Services International, the aid
organization related to the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

DeVoss has a vision for linking
sports resources—including profes-
sional, collegiate and amateur athletes
and coaches—with existing needs
across the globe.

“Sports is a common denominator
throughout the world. It builds bridg-
es,” said DeVoss, a Henderson native
who will begin his new work in Octo-

ber.

He’s seen those bridges built at
home and abroad and hopes to devel-
op an international network of them.

From a base in east Asia, DeVoss
and his wife, Pam, will operate an or-
ganization offering sports consulta-
tion and sports partnerships in other
countries.

They will ask volunteer sports
groups such as Athletes in Action and
Professional Athletes Outreach to
help supply them with athletes and
coaches for the program. They also
hope to involve Christian sports vol-
unteers from all over the world.

“Wherever I've been, I’ve used
sports,” said DeVoss, who played
baseball at Murray State University in
the 1970s and most recently has

served on the staff of First Baptist
Church in Norman, Okla.

For nearly 10 years, he has led
sports clinics and demonstrations

“across the United States, from Hono-

lulu to Chicago. The clinics, staffed by

volunteers, have covered all kinds of .

sports—baseball, tennis, gymnastics
and volleyball, to name a few.

DeVoss’ dream of being a global
sports consultant took shape in 1988
in Seoul, South Korea, at the World
Congress on Sports, a coalition of
Christian groups working in sports
projects. Nearly 600 delegates from
106 countries attended.

DeVoss taught seminars on how to :

conduct sports clinics and worked as
a consultant to delegates from Ghana
O See Former Murray State ..., page 3

Kids cussing
more today,
teachers say

By Kathy Palen
Georgetown freelance writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (ABP)—
‘When one of Peggy George’s kinder-
garten students lets loose with a four-
letter word, George tries to explain
calmly that such language is inappro-
priate at school. If her little chat fails
to convince the child, George has that
child call his or her father on the tele-
phone and repeat the newly employed
word. )

“Usually that takes care of it,” says
George, a Southern Baptist who
teaches at Nashville’s Julia Green El-
ementary School.

George, who returned to teaching
several years ago after an 18-year ab-
sence from the public school class-
room, said she has seen a vast differ-
ence in the amount of profanity chil-

“dren use.

“When I returned to teaching, I
was at a school in a low-income area
of Nashville, where the students often
struggled just to survive,” she said. “I
was shocked by some of the langnage
that was used by the students.

“But I was more shocked that the -

same language was being used by my
students at Julia Green,” she said. “1
would estimate that two-thirds of my
students are from homes in which
both parents have a college educa-
tion.” :
George, a member of Immanuel
Baptist Church in Nashville, notes
that all children experiment with lan-
guage, especially language that
evokes emotion or shock. But, she
adds, the increased use of profanity by
children reflects more than just exper-
imentation.

George cited several factors that
may be contributing to the upswing in
children’s use of profanity.

As families face more pressures,
parents’ frustrations may come out in
the use of profane language in front of
their children, she said. And children
may be hearing and learning inappro-
priate language from other children in
such settings as day-care centers.

“It also alarms me that American
0 See Cussing kids ..., page 11

FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

This week the Western Recorder
begins a joint venture with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention to
publish “Events for All Kentucky
Baptists,” a monthly supplement
filled with information about
services available from KBC staff.
If you are a church leader
receiving the Recorder for the
first time—or for the first time in
a long time—we hope you'll use
the coupon on the back page to
become a regular subscriber.
And be sure to see the
supplement pages inside for
details on upcoming Kentucky
Baptist events.




BAPTIST BITS

M A task force to
examine “where we've
been, where we need to
be” will be named by
Southern Baptist
Convention President Ed
Young Sept. 23 so that
“we can come together
as a denomination.”
Young has scheduled a
news conference
immediately after the
Sept. 21-23 meeting of
the SBC Executive
Committee. He said he
plans to appoint nine
special study groups
with 11 members each.

M A former employee of
the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board
failed to convince a
Richmond, Va., Gircuit
Court that the FMB
wrongfully fired her last
year. The court ruled
Sept. 16 that Beverly
Pierce had not produced
evidence of a binding
contract that could have
prevented her firing.

M Enroliment at
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas, is up
this fall for the first time
since 1985. The fall
enroliment of 3,364 is an
increase of five students
over last fall.

Southwestern’s |

cumulative enrollment
over three semesters last
year was 4,014.

M Alumni and friends of
Southwestern Seminary
will hold their annual
meeting in Kentucky at
noon Nov. 11 at the
Kentucky Baptist
Building in Louisville. For
‘information or tickets,
contact Bill Simmons at

(606) 254-3491.

B A new divinity school
has been approved by
trustees of Gardner-
Webb College in Boiling
Springs, N.C. Robert

~ Lamb, former chair in
the college’s department
of religious studies and
philosophies, was named
dean of the new school.

FMB mends rift with Europeans, signs agreement

HAMBURG, Germany—Europe-
an Baptists and the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board have declared
peace.

But a former Southern Baptist mis-
sionary administrator involved in the
dispute between the groups said he is
not hopeful the truce will hold.

Six FMB representatives met with
seven European Baptist Federation
leaders Sept. 11-12 at a hotel outside
Hamburg, Germany. Together they
signed a 10-point pact pledging future
cooperation, partnership and joint
ministry throughout Europe.

" The “Hamburg Agreement” is in-
tended to end the breaking of fellow-
ship that resulted from the FMB’s de-
funding of the Baptist Theological
Seminary at Ruschlikon, Switzerland,
last year.

As the leaders reviewed events
leading up to the defunding, “both
parties increasingly recognized the
extent of the damage caused by the
decision, but they experienced by the
grace of God forgiveness in Christ and
reconciliation,” the agreement states.

By signing the agreement, FMB
administrators and trustees agreed to
work with the European Federation
even though the Federation plans to

work also with the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship. The Fellowship, an
organization of Southern Baptist
moderates, now has at least eight mis-
sionaries, all former FMB missionar-
ies, assigned to Europe.

The document now must be ap-
proved by the European Federation’s
Council during a Sept. 28-Oct. 1
meeting and by FMB trustees at their
Oct. 12-14 meeting. Leaders from
both bodies said they anticipate no
problems in gaining ratification.

The agreement “will signal a new
beginning in our relationship,” said
Karl-Heinz Walter, general secretary
of the European Federation. “I expect
unanimous approval of both the EBF
Council and the FMB trustees.”

“My own expectations for this
meeting have been surpassed,” said
Don Kammerdiener, FMB executive
vice president. “I feel deeply that what
we have done is right.”

However, Isam Ballenger, the
FMB’s former top administrator for
Europe who left his post in a dispute
with FMB trustees, said the agreement
offers hope but may not be upheld.

Ballenger announced in January he
would take early retirement rather
than continue to work for the trustees,

DALLAS (BP)—The Southern
Baptist Annuity Board will make
no rate changes in the Church Com-
prehensive Medical Plan or the
Seminarian Comprehensive Medi-
cal Plan for the first six months of
1993.

An improvement in recent
claims experience helped the board
avoid a rate change, according to
Joel Mathis, senior vice president
for insurance administration.

Churches wishing to know rates
now have accurate budget planning
information for the first six months
of 1993, Mathis said. However, he
cautioned church budget planners
to keep in mind factors that could
increase participant’s rates, such as
a birthday that could move a partic-

Insurance rates same for 6 months

ipant into a higher age bracket, or
the addition of a dependent.

In the six-month rating period
that begins in July 1993, Mathis
said, some participants again may
not see a change. However, depend-
ing on where they live, some par-
ticipants could see their rates
change in July, he said.

Mathis urged participants who
feel they can’t afford the compre-
hensive plan to consider enrolling
in or switching coverage to one of
the two new lower-rate “catastroph-
ic” plans available in January 1993.

The two plans will be available
at reduced rates compared to com-
prehensive plans. The proposed
plans will have higher deductibles
and limited benefits.

Georgia split deters executive

ATLANTA (BP)—Deep divisions
within the Georgia Baptist Conven-
tion apparently derailed the election of
a new executive director last week.

Gary Jones, vice president for the
services section of the Southern Bap-
tist Home Mission Board, was elected
to the post by a 69-34 vote of the GBC
Executive Committee. However, he
declined the call, saying “no person on
God’s earth can serve with a 66 per-
cent vote.”

The GBC Executive Committee
considered Jones’ nomination in a
grueling one and one-half hour dis-
cussion.

“My prayers are with you. My
commitment to you has not changed.
My commitment is to missions, evan-
gelism and ministry; the difference is
I’'m going to be doing it at the Home
Mission Board,” Jones told the com-
mittee after the vote.

During the questioning before the
vote, several members of the commit-
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tee pressed Jones on his positions on
controversial issues such as women in
ministry, abortion and the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship.

Jones made inclusion a central
theme in his responses. He stated that
positions on the ordination of women,
abortion and participation with the
Fellowship “should not be tests of fel-
lowship” among Georgia Baptist
churches. He pledged to work toward
the inclusion of diverse elements of
Baptist life at all levels of denomina-
tional involvement.

His refusal to fake a strong stand
against ordaining women, abortion
and participation with the Fellowship
apparently fueled the vote against
him.

“Persons who are issues-oriented
have expressed themselves. I'm not
sure we could have brought anyone
else and had any other vote.” said
search committee Chairman James
Ramsey.

whom he said want to impose their
own theological orthodoxy on Bap-
tists abroad.

Ballenger said the truce was to be
expected. “I expected the Europeans
to want to have good relations with
the Foreign Mission Board, and I ex-
pected the board to want to improve
things after the fiasco of last year.”

But FMB trustees may have trou-
ble living up to the agreement, which
calls for mutual respect and shared
decision-making, he warned.

“It’s not natural for them,” he said.
“They may find that it is expedient for
them to go along with it. But the
agreement calls for consultation, and
I’m afraid the trustees of the Foreign
Mission Board do not know the mean-
ing of consultation. :

“Given the manner in which the
fundamentalists have worked in our
convention, it seems to me that it’s
going to be difficult for them to regard
Baptists in other countries, with other
theological statements and emphases,
in an appropriate and proper way,”
Ballenger said.

During the Hamburg session,
FMB trustee Chairman John Jackson
and trustee Skip Smith apologized to
the Europeans for how the Ruschlikon

defunding was handled. The Europe-
an leaders then expressed forgiveness.

Wide-ranging discussions were
“frank and open and carried out in an
atmosphere of Christian love and in-
cluded times of prayer and devo-
tions,” according to the agreement.

The session marked the first time
since the Ruschlikon defunding both
sides have sat down together to dis-
cuss future work.

The European Baptists wanted to
wait until the FMB had elected a new
regional vice president to replace Bal-
lenger. FMB trustees hurried the elec-
tion of Sam James to that post so the
discussions could take place sooner,
Jackson said. '

EBF leaders “heartily endorsed”
the election of James, the agreement
said, recognizing in him “the kind of
attitude to mission and Christian spir-
it which should lead to fruitful coop-
eration.”

“We are moving forward together
with the realization that there are no
differences between us,” Jackson said
after the meeting.

“We all agree on the great spiritual
needs that exist on the continent of
Europe and we are going to work to-
gether to meet those needs.”

Fellowship wants Parks,
will meet in Birmingham

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—Leaders of
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
“wholeheartedly” endorsed an effort
to hire Keith Parks to lead the Fellow-
ship’s own missions program.

However, Parks, who will retire as
president of the Southern Baptist For-
eign Mission Board Oct. 31, said he
has received several job offers and
will not make any decision until after
his last day with the FMB.

The Fellowship’s Coordinating
Council, meeting Sept. 10-12 in At-
lanta, also approved two new staff
positions, heard that an interim mis-
sions coordinator had been hired, and
heard of plans to place a mission

worker in Miami to aid in hurricane

relief.

The 84-member council also vot-
ed to change the site of the Fellow-
ship’s general assembly May 13-15,
1993, from Atlanta to Birmingham,
Ala., and was told no merger is
planned for now between the Fellow-
ship and the Alliance of Baptists.

The council’s endorsement of a job
offer to Parks followed a lengthy de-
bate about the manner in which the
invitation was extended. Earlier, the
Fellowship’s global missions ministry
group had issued an offer to Parks.

Fellowship Coordinator Cecil
Sherman said Parks is “very seriously
considering” the offer. “I think this
organization would be greatly blessed
if for three or four years he could lay
the foundation” for the Fellowship’s
mission program, he added.

In the meantime, the council was
told, retired FMB administrator Gray-
son Tennison has been hired as inter-
im global missions coordinator. The

Fellowship already has hired eight
“missioners”—all former FMB mis-
sionaries—and plans to hire 12 more
in 1993.

In his report to the council, Sher-
man said 680 churches have contrib-
uted funds to the Fellowship in 1992,
up from 391 last year. That includes
an unspecified number of churches
that contribute directly from their bud-
get and churches that send designated
gifts from individual church mem-
bers.

As the number of contributing
churches has grown, so has the Fel-
lowship’s budget, Sherman said. In
the first eight months of 1992, the or-
ganization has received as much mon-
ey as in all of 1991—about $4.5 mil-
lion—and is on target to reach its pro-
jection of $6.4 million to $6.6 million.

In other action, the council:

 Heard a report on hurricane relief
work in Miami performed by Fellow-
ship churches and funded in part by
$15,000 in Fellowship money. Earli-
er, the global missions ministry group
agreed to employ a missions coordi-
nator for up to a year to coordinate
recovery and rebuilding efforts.

 Approved future sites for the an-
nual meeting: Greensboro, N.C., May
5-7, 1994; Austin, Texas, 1995; Rich-
mond, Va., 1996; Orlando, Fla., 1997,
San Antonio, Texas, 1998; and Lou-
isville in 1999. :

I Heard a statement from a dia-
logue group of Fellowship and Alli-
ance members exploring the possibil-
ity of a merger of the two organiza-
tions. “We agree on the continued ex-
istence of each group at this time,” the
statement said.

¥ Laid plans to produce a booklet
on “reverence for life” for release in
December.



KENTUCKY

Former Murray State plaver shoots for new mission

BASEBALL BRIDGES Kentucky native Steve DeVoss (left) and a Venezualan translator wait while Major League pitcher John Wetteland
of the Montreal Expos signs autographs during a Baptist baseball clinic in Venezuela. “Sports is a common denominator throughout
the world. It builds bridges,” said DeVoss, who along with his wife, Pam, has been appointed by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board as a global sports consultant. (BP photos)

Proposal would change KBC qualification

By Marv Knox
Editor

A proposal to change the way the
Kentucky Baptist Convention accepts
messengers from participating
churches has taken the final step be-
fore being presented to the KBC in
November.

A special committee, created in
1990 to study Kentucky and Southern
Baptists’ Cooperative Program uni-
fied budget, approved the measure last
week. It will be included in the com-
mittee’s report and recommendations
to the KBC Nov. 10-11.

Currently, each church which is
“in friendly cooperation with” and “a
bona fide contributor to” the conven-
tion’s work gets two messengers to
the KBC annual meeting. One addi-
tional messenger—up to a total of
10—is added for each 250 members
over the first 100 or for each $250
contributed annually to the Coopera-
tive Program.

The new proposal would allow one
additional messenger—up to 10—
“for each $250 contributed to the Co-
operative Program and/or the work of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention.” It
would not change the formula for de-
termining messengers based on
church membership.

It also specifically recommends

“that no changes be made in the poli-

cy for receiving and distributing Co-
operative Program funds.” It notes
those funds are “undesignated gifts
received and distributed between the
Southern Baptist Convention and
KBC in accordance with the KBC-
approved percentages.”

The KBC keeps 62.696 percent of
undesignated receipts and passes
37.304 percent on to the SBC.

If approved, the special commit-
tee’s proposal would alter a constitu-
tional amendment introduced at the
KBC annual meeting in 1990.

An amendment, offered last year
by Louisville pastor Jim Holladay,
would have changed the financial
qualification for messengers from
each $250 given to the Cooperative
Program to each $250 given to “the
convention’s work.”

The special committee’s proposal
includes both the current messenger
formula, based on contributions to the
Cooperative Program, and Holladay’s
proposed formula, based on contribu-
tions to KBC work alone.

The issue has become a focal point
within the KBC in recent years, as
SBC controversy has escalated.

The Kentucky convention defines
“Cooperative Program” contributions
as only those which are undesignated.
As such, they are subject to the KBC/
SBC division.

Moderates have objected to contin-

ued undesignated support of the SBC,
arguing they have been shut out of na-
tional decision-making. But because
of Kentucky’s stringent definition of
Cooperative Program, they have had
to maintain at least some undesignat-
ed national giving to qualify their
messengers to the state convention.

The special study committee was
created to study that issue.

In its report last fall, the committee
only recommended a change in how
congregations qualify to use the
Church Annuity Plan for ministers’
retirement funds. It also asked that it
be allowed to work this year.

The committee’s report notes the
committee understands the presenta-
tion at this year’s annual meeting will
constitute the second and final read-
ing of the motion, which would
amend the third article of the KBC
constitution.

The committee also will recom-
mend that it be disbanded.

The committee approved the re-
port and recommendations unani-
mously, during a meeting which last-
ed just 35 minutes.

The committee’s two-year tenure
has been healthy and productive for
Kentucky Baptists, said Chairman
Eugene Siler, a federal judge from
Williamsburg. “Even though we at
times disagreed,” he said, “I believe
we agreed in the work of the Lord.”

POLE PRAYERS About 75 students at
Oldham County High School gather
around the flagpole before classes
Sept. 16 for a time of prayer. An equal
number also met a few miles away at
South Oldham High School. Both
groups were among hundreds nation-
wide participating in a simultaneous,
interdenominational prayer rally called
“See You at the Pole.” Although state-
wide statistics were not immediately
available, a record might have been
set in Elkhorn City, where 524 people
prayed around the flagpoles at Elk-
horn City Middle School and Elkhorn
City High School. “It was the biggest
prayer meeting we’ve had in a long
time,” said Truman DeBord, pastor of
Elkhorn City Baptist Church.

Continued from page 1 M Andy Sears has been
and Nigeria. He also helped lead a | named director: of
basketball clinic in Taejon. planning for Baptist

Last year his dream grew stronger
when he worked as a sports clinic
leader in South America and in the
former Soviet Union.

In Venezuela, where baseball is the
No. 1 sport, DeVoss helped lead a
baseball clinic teaching skills of the
game to young people. The clinic fea-
tured Major League pitcher John Wet-
teland of the Montreal Expos and Car-
los Rios, a scout for the Atlanta
Braves and former coach and infield-
er in the Atlanta farm system.

In Kazakhstan, DeVoss participat-
ed in a cultural exchange organized by
that country and the Baptist Conven-
tion of Pennsylvania-South Jersey.
More than 300 Americans visited Ka-
zakhstan, a former Soviet republics.

DeVoss and a team of American
volunteers led a baseball clinic and an
American football demonstration for
the Kazakhs. They also competed in a
soccer match, although only one per-
son on the U.S. team had ever played
the sport. They tied 1-1.

“It was very fitting,” DeVoss said.

The teams exchanged medals, tro-
phies and jerseys as symbols of their
cross-cultural friendship. The Kaza-
khs presented the American team a
sash bearing the word “‘champion” in
Russian. The Americans gave their
football to their Kazakh host, Vitaly
Sifoudanov, for his 35th birthday. Si-
foudanov is an international rugby
player for the former Soviet Union.

Last May, Sifoudanov joined a del-
egation of 300 Kazakhs who visited
the United States as guests of South-
ern Baptists. During their stay, De-
Voss flew to Norfolk, Va., to spend a
day with the Kazakh sportsman. The
two men have developed a strong
friendship.

“When you get involved in sports
with someone, you’re sharing your
life. ... There’s an automatic bond-
ing,” observed Pam DeVoss.

The DeVosses hope to do a lot
more of that as they develop a net-
work of athletes.

All the workers in their sports
projects don’t have to be athletes, De-
Voss said. ;

His wife is a good example. Mrs.
DeVoss, a former high school biolo-
gy teacher, said she’s no athletic star.
But she’s found ways to use her tal-
ents in many of the sports clinics her
husband has coordinated.

When they get settled in their new
assignment, she will be office manag-
er for the sports organization. She also
will care for the couple’s two young
daughters and play hostess to sports
volunteers who come to their area.

The DeVosses have a favorite pho-
tograph that shows how sports com-
municates across cultures. The pho-
to—taken during DeVoss’ 1991 trip
to Kazakhstan—shows a Kazakh
holding a baseball and staring at it,
completely amazed.

“You can tell he’s never seen a
baseball before,” Mrs. DeVoss said.

Moments like that have convinced
DeVoss that sports is a powerful way
to build bridges.

“After all,” he mused, “didn’t God
create the world in the shape of a
ball?”

Healthcare System, the
Louisville-based
company which owns
and operates the four
Baptist hospitals in
Kentucky. Sears, a
graduate of Western
Kentucky University and
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
has worked in the Baptist
hospitals system since
1979.

W Howard Pardue has
been named executive
director of athletics and
director of career
planning at Georgetown
College. Pardue will be
responsible for athletic
fundraising, athletic
management and career
planning. He has been
vice president and
managing director of
Right Associates, an
international human
resource consulting
organization.

H Donald and Angie
Finley have been named
missionaries-in-
residence at Georgetown
College this year while
on furlough from their
work in Vitoria, Espirito
Santo, Brazil.
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Slim support

I read with interest “2 attend con-
servatives’ event in Memphis” (WR,
Sept. 1). I'm just curious by nature,
but when I read that the two Kentucky
pastors who attended the meeting
played down the state-control issue
and said they attended because they
want to strengthen the Cooperative
Program, I decided to check the 1991
Kentucky Baptist
Convention Annual
to see the level of
commitment to the
CP demonstrated by their pastorates.

I was amazed to discover that Mike
Routt, who claimed, “I’m a member
of the Cooperative Program bunch,’
pastors a church which in 1991 had
undesignated receipts-of $93,375 and
gave only $1,950 to the Cooperative
Program. Our mission efforts are in
serious trouble if this “bunch” is giv-
ing only 2.09 percent of their undes-
ignated receipts.

I was equally staggered to see Ter-
ry Sammons, who wants “to make
sure that our missions money and
agencies, the Foreign Mission Board
and Home Mission Board, are funded
at the levels that they need to be fund-
ed,” pastors a church which in 1991
had undesignated receipts of
$150,535 and contributed just 0.8 per-
cent, or $1,200, to the Cooperative
Program.

I hate letters like this, but I hate
righteous rhetoric even more. Let’s be
men and women and stand where we
stand with integrity. Before any of us
fly a banner, we would behoove our-
selves to be sure that we stand with
demonstrable commitment at the base
of the pole on which the banner flies.

Gerald D. Sharon, pastor
Highland Hills Baptist Church
Fort Thomas

Two responses

T am writing to respond to two let-
ters which have appeared in the Bap-
tist Forum.

BAPTIST FORUM

First of all, in response to Jeffrey
Stagg’s letter conceming the closing
ceremonies of the Olympics (WR,
Sept. 1), I do not understand what all
the fuss is about.

Part of the purpose of these cere-
monies is to present some of the cul-
ture of the host country. The Festival
of Fire (Fiesta del Fuego) is a Catal-
onese May Day tradition. Since over
90 percent of Spaniards are Roman
Catholics, it is
doubtful any would
be worshipping Sa-
tan. Furthermore,
after reviewing a tape of the ceremo-
ny, I could find no instance where ei-
ther the announcers or performers
made any references to Satan or hell.

Secondly, I must also disagree
with Michael W. Nicholson (WR,
Sept. 8) and various others who have
written concerning Baptists’ latest
brunt of hostility, homosexuals.

Mr. Nicholson makes several ref-
erences to laws and regulations listed
in Leviticus. Jesus Christ transcended
the law when he came; were this not
so, we would still be governed by oth-
er rules in Leviticus, such as making
bumnt offerings and not eating pork.
Christ never condemned anyone for
their sexuality (look at the Samaritan
woman at the well); consequently, sal-
vation comes not from living a blame-
less, sinless life but is a free gift from
God.

As Christians, I feel it is our re-
sponsibility not to condemn but to do
all things with love, concern and hu-
mility.

William D. Overby .

Dawson Springs

Practice preaching

An ad appearing in your paper
concerns me. It stated: “Mormonism
is a cult misleading many ...” (WR,
Aug. 4).

Webster’s - Dictionary defines
“cult” as “a way of worshipping; a
system of religious rites.” Thus, Bap-
tists, Lutheran, Catholics, Mormons

and the numerous other religions
throughout the world are all cults. It’s
not a negative expression, yet Baptists
have been led to believe otherwise,
because it’s the term used when teach-
ing that other religions are “wrong.”

Baptists are ignorant of those they
criticize. An area conference on wit-
nessing to “cult” members presented
literature accusing Mormons of for-
saking the Virgin Birth. However, I
know a local Mormon family who
does believe in the Virgin Birth.

Neither are all Mormons polyga-
mous. Not all Mormons are of the
same sect. Remember, not all Baptists
are Southern Baptist, and the beliefs
do differ.

‘Why are Catawba Indians of South
Carolina primarily Mormon? In 1773,
their request for a “Christian” mis-
sionary was in vain. According to an-
thropologist Charles Hudson, a few
Catawbas worshipped at Baptist and
Protestant missions but were confined
to “back” pews. Mormon missionar-
ies visited and converted the Cataw-
bas in 1883.

If our concern for the lost world is
real, let’s stop the bickering among
ourselves and the pulpit bashing of
Catholics and Mormons and do some-
thing about it. Mormonism is the fast-
est-growing religion in the world.
They practice what they preach. What
are Southern Baptists doing?

Dawn Blackburn
Burlington

No endorsements

Letters and editorials endorsing
political candidates and parties cannot
be published in the Western Record-
er. This newspaper is run by a non-
profit, tax-exempt corporation. We
will not imperil that status by endors-
ing candidates or parties engaged in
political elections. \

Readers may continue to speak to
issues of concemn to Kentucky Bap-
tists. But we must refrain from politi-
cal endorsements.

Marv Knox

Somehody to do for

She was 93 when she died. I can-
not remember her being s1ck for any
length of time.

My Grandmother Marshall re-

extra quilt in case I needed more cov-
er. Lying there, in the moments before
sleep, my memories always carried
me back to some wonderful times
with them there in that home connect-

- ed to their grocery store, telephone

mained in the same home number 329.
all the years I knew her JUVRUIERIUL] In those latter years, she
until her last few weeksin ~ WlI[H31;]4 4 would fix supper and we’d
the small Frankfort hospi- eat on the round, oak kitch-
tal. en table our son now has.
As the first grandson, Later we would go into the
and named for my two living room. I'd sit on the
grandfathers, I suppose 1 couch and face her in the
got special treatment. At corner where she rocked in
least my brothers and sis- her favorite rosewood

ter insist that I did. Maybe
SO.
Whatever may have

William W. Marshall

rocking chair.
It was on one of those

been the reasons, I remem-
ber spending almost as much time at
their home as at my own.

In the *60s, when I was tIavehng
for the Foreign Mission Board to sem-
inary campuses, I usually spent a night
with Grandmom. I slept in an upstairs
room; she, in the downstairs room
where she and grandaddy had slept
together for so many years. ;

Because it was usually in the fall
or winter, I remember the smell of the

vc':edar chest from which she took an
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evenings, still several
years before her death, she
began to cry as we talked.

“Billy, sometimes I wish God
would just take me on. It hurts so to
see my children die before me.”

Iremember saying something like,
“but we need you, Grandmama. We
don’t have any other grandparents.”

Her response to whatever it was [
said was one of the phrases which
have remained with me: “I guess as
long as I have somebody to do for, I'll
be all right.”

Somebody to do for. I remember
Christmases past when their gift to the
grandchildren was a handkerchief
with a five dollar bill in it. Or the
Christmas they gave their three sons
$1,000 to “help them a little” as she
used to say. That was big money in
the early ’40s.

I still have letters from her when I
was in the Marine Corps; and later
when Alice and I were serving a year
in Israel in 1957. One of those letters
bore the sad news that my grandaddy
had died.

All of her life that I remember, she
was doing something for somebody
else—cooking, quilting, sewing, writ-
ing, sending little monetary gifts—so
many things for others.

There are lots of folks out there
like my grandmother who make this
world a better place because their
lives are focused on others rather than
themselves.

They continue to find ‘““‘somebody
to do for.” Maybe they, more than
anyone else, understand the Kingdom
of God.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
S
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Was MissionsFest a transforming moment?

Transforming moments define all of life that follows.

. Think about the moment you became a Christian, said “I do,” started
school or watched your firstborn enter the world. The little piece of his-
tory you made in that moment changed everything that came after.

Many Kentucky Baptists participated in personal transforming mo-
ments during MissionsFest, a foreign missions extravaganza held inLex-
ington this month.

Keith Parks, the venerable president of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, addressed Kentucky Baptists at the conclusion of one of
his final appearances as head of the overseas missions agency.

“What does God say to you?” Parks asked, after 2,600 Kentucky Bap-
tists spent two days meeting missionaries, hearing testimonies of God’s -
work in foreign lands and thinking about the missions challenges Chris-
tians face around the globe. “Why did God save you? What good works
did he have in mind for you? ... Without that vision, you’ll perish, you’ll
wither away, you’ll die.”

Scores of Kentucky Baptists, mostly college students and young
adults, walked the aisle as Parks pleaded. They responded with their feet
and spoke with their voices, pledging to spend their lives telling others

‘Events’ to highlight inmediate

Want to know what’s coming up in Kentucky Baptist life?

Turn to the center section of this issue of the Western Recorder. You’ll
discover Events For All Kentucky Baptists, a new monthly feature.

Events is a joint project, reflecting the communication efforts of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Executive Board and the Western Re-
corder. It’s designed to provide you with a single monthly source of
information about upcoming events sponsored by the Executive Board
for Kentucky Baptists. We hope you’ll pull it out from the center of the
Recorder each month and keep it handy, as a reference and reminder.

Each issue will include three main components: The cover will be
dedicated to a feature about the work and ministry of the Executive
Board. The inside pages will be filled with information about conferenc-
es, seminars, programs and services offered by the board’s staff. Em-
phasis will be placed on upcoming events. And the back page of the
section will include a three-month KBC calendar as well as a form to
request more information or to register for events described in Events.

Events has been a long time in coming. A committee of Executive
Board and Recorder staff started working on this new publication al-
most two years ago. We wanted to design and produce an attractive,
helpful piece that puts the KBC program information Kentucky Baptists
need in their hands every month. We hope and pray Events fills that bill.
We also believe Events reflects good stewardship of:

§ Resources. The Executive Board staff is channeling much of its

about Jesus. Expect to see their names and faces in stories about mis-
sionaries heading for distant lands. Anticipate their testimonies, which
will begin, “I remember that night in Lexington, when Dr. Parks ...”

The sight of those willing followers of Christ, many of them weep-
ing, hugging missionaries and praying, capped an enriching two-day fes-
tival that lived up to its billing, “a wonderful foreign missions experi-
ence.” Even older observers—somewhat jaded by more than a decade
of denominational controversy and ambivalent about the options for
mission service—found their hearts stirred.

MissionsFest provided numerous snapshots of hope: A line of 34 mis-
sionaries who have devoted their lives to the spiritual welfare of people
in foreign lands. Several hundred college students crammed into the
mammoth choir loft. Children carrying flags from mission fields. A “glo-
bal walkaround” room crammed with information and people. -

The scenes were ripe with emotion. But the question remains: Was
MissionsFest a transforming moment for Kentucky Baptists? We will
answer in the years ahead, when we determine if our priority will be to
use all the means at our disposal to share the gospel with a lost world.

Marv Knox

future of state convention

direct-mail budget into Events. By consolidating resources, we believe
Events will carry more information to more people for less money.

§ Time. You’re busy, and so are most other Kentucky Baptists. Pas-
tors, other church staff members and laypeople with church leadership
roles have been inundated with those direct-mail pieces. By consolidat-
ing them into one publication, Events provides readers with a consistent,
easy-to-use guide to events planned for them.

I Relationships. Events carries the Executive Board and the Recorder
into a new era of partnership and cooperation. And by the extended hand
of communication, all our readers are involved in that partnership. We
believe God will bless us as we work more closely together.

0 Outreach. The Events mailing list combines the Recorder’s sub-
scription list with the Executive Board’s direct-mail list. They share
around 6,000 names in common. But with Events, the Executive Board
now can promote its work to about 42,000 other Kentucky Baptists, and
the Recorder can communicate the world of Baptist news to more than
15,000 non-subscribers who get mail from the KBC.

To all of you, we extend our best wishes for informed reading. We
want Events to be useful. To our new monthly readers, we express a
warm welcome to the pages of the Western Recorder. We pray you’ll be
inspired as well as informed. We hope you’ll subscribe to your Ken-
tucky Baptist newspaper so you may get the rest of the story.

: Marv Knox

MissionsFest lived
up to its billing, “a
wonderful foreign
missions
experience.”

Events will provide
you with a single
monthly source of
information about
upcoming KBC
activities.
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MISSIONS TALK Keith
Parks, president of the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, talks with a

. young man and his father
after a session of Missions-
Fest at Immanuel Baptist
Church in Lexington.

By Marv Knox
Editor

LEXINGTON—Keith  Parks
chose to retire rather than get in the
way of progress, he told Kentucky
Baptists.

Parks, a veteran missionary who
has been president of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board since
1980, will retire Oct. 31. He visited
Kentucky during MissionsFest, a for-
eign missions extravaganza held this
month in Lexington.

And even though his departure is
little more than a month away, Parks
said he does not know what his plans
will be for the future.

“I honestly don’t know,” he said
when asked about future plans during
a dialogue session with Kentucky pas-
tors. “I would be delighted to tell you
if I knew.”

Parks requested prayer as he con-
siders several options after getting
free of his current hectic schedule. “It
has been difficult to get alone enough
to pray through and think through
what God wants me to do,” he ex-
plained.

His decisior to retire was an abrupt
about-face and conflicted with previ-
ous feelings of God’s will for his life,

Parks admitted.

In August 1991, fol]owmg one of
the deepest spiritual experiences of his
life, Parks told FMB trustees he felt
God wanted him to stay on as presi-
dent until 1995.

“The Lord seemed to be saying,
“This is the moment when Southern
Baptists can rise above their differenc-
es and recapture the spirit of Bold
Mission Thrust,”” he recalled. Bold
Mission Thrust is Southern Baptists’
campaign to share the gospel with the
whole world by the year 2000.

Parks announced his decision to
stay until *95 amid global change. The
Soviet Union was crumbling, and
Eastern Europe was opening up to the
gospel. Revivals were breaking out in
other parts of the globe. “We were
witnessing an openness in the world,”
he said.

At the time, Parks believed his de-
cision to stay at the board would give
Southern Baptist missions efforts con-
tinuity and would maintain the mo-
mentum of missions progress.

“I hoped it would galvanize the
board,” Parks said of his decision to
stay, which he presented with a list of
his missions dreams for the future. “I
hoped to move together in harmony.”

That hope for harmony was

'Parks says he didn’t want his job to hinder missions

drowned out by discord two months
later, when trustees voted to defund
the Baptist Theological Seminary in
Ruschlikon, Switzerland, against the
recommendation of Parks and FMB
administrators.

.“By the October board meeting,
although many trustees felt as I did, as
a whole they did not,” Parks remem-
bered. “There was concern about my
leadership for three more years.

“I felt if we could move ahead as
one, we could capture the moment in
Eastern Europe and elsewhere. But
we faced continuing differences over
leadership style and philosophy. I felt
if I stayed, I would be a distraction. ...
If my leadership was not something
(board members) could trust, I should
get out of the way. Month by month,
we were losing that momentum.”

Parks shocked board members and
staff early this year, when he an-
nounced plans to retire next month,
when he turns 65.

Although he felt his vision of Au-
gust 1991 reflected “a better will of
God” for himself and the board, he
gradually began to feel “God’s will to
step aside rather than let the Foreign
Mission Board get bogged down in
what I felt were personal matters”
over leadership and direction.

God still sends Christians as missionaries, Parks says

Continued from page 1

responsibility to share our spiritual
blessings. If we turn inward and fail
to share that message, God will move
on and find someone who is useable.”

But the needs of the world—even
though they are great—should not be
the primary motivation for going,
Parks said.

“The need is a valid consideration,
but that is not where the call to mis-
sions originates,” he said, noting the
city of Lexington contained enough
needs to keep every Baptist at Mis-
sionsFest busy.

“The vision for going begins with
God’s call,” Parks stressed. “My
prayer is we can be open and look in
God’s face and say, ‘Lord, for what
purpose did you create me?’”

Finding that answer is the key to
Christian success, he added: “God
speaks. God reveals what he wants us
to do. And if we fail to respond to the
vision God has set for us, we are ab-

ject failures.”

However, most Americans take a
“purely human” view. of the world and
do not feel compelled to spread the
gospel overseas, Parks reported.

“Unless we as God’s people look
into the face of God and see God’s
vision for us, we are going to refuse to
g0,” he predicted. “But when one
looks in God’s face and begins to see
the world as God sees it, he rises up
and goes.

“God’s nature is always one of go-
ing, and human nature is always one
of drawing to itself. That’s why more
have not responded to the call to go.”

Consequently, the Christian’s task
is to see the world as God sees it,
Parks said. When people see and fol-
low that vision, they will be changed
as much as the people who receive
their ministry, he explained.

He quoted the late B.H. Carroll, a
Baptist theologian and educator, who
said missions is the centripetal force

that keeps Baptists together, against
the centrifugal force of church sover-
eignty that pulls them apart.

“Missions may be our last hope for
ourselves,” Parks declared.

“What does God say to you?” he
asked. “Look at it from God’s eyes. ...
Why did God save you? What good
works did he have in mind for you?
Without that vision, you’ll perish,
you’ll wither away, you’ll die.”

Parks said he knows God is saying
“go” to many Christians.

“I believe with all my heart God
still calls people with an open-ended,
no-limitations calling,” he insisted.

Parks cited three reasons God still
calls people to missions:

1 “God is the god of all people,” he
said. “He created all people; he is not
a tribal deity of a bunch of white,
southern Baptists. He loves spindly-
legged, bloated-bellied babies in So-
malia in what may be the most ne-
glected place on earth. God intended

all people should know him.”

B “All have sinned,” he stressed.
That means all people have been sep-
arated from God and need to hear that
God wants to be reconciled to them.

B In the “fullness of time,” Jesus
came to people on earth, Parks said.
“When it came time, God didn’t send

a videocassette. ... He sent a person, a
God-man.”
God still wants to come to people

in human form, but Christians must be
willing to go, he said, explaining
“God will incarnate himself” in the
lives of people who tell his story.

Those who would follow the ex-
ample of Jesus will be drawn beyond
their homeland to places where mil-
lions have never heard God’s mes-
sage, Parks said.

Consider this, he suggested: “If
Jesus Christ were here today incarnat-
ed in a human body, where do you
think he would go to preach the gos-

pel?”

Kentuckians quiz Parks about Somalia, Hong Kong & China

LEXINGTON—The future of
mission work in Hong Kong, what’s
being done in Somalia and the need
for English teachers in China were
among the concerns a group of Ken-
tucky Baptist pastors and their spous-
es shared with Keith Parks.

Parks, president of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, field-
ed questions from Kentuckians at a
banquet for pastors held in Lexington
immediately prior to the Sept. 11-12
MissionsFest.

“One of the most frustrating things
in the world to me is Somalia,” Parks
admitted. “Delivering food in Soma-
lia is probably the most dangerous
thing you can do in missions these
days.”
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Baptist workers attempting to de-
liver food there must travel in an ar-
mored truck with a big gun mounted
on top, he said. Southern Baptists also
have work among refugees gathered
in surrounding countries.

“We’re doing a little bit, but not
nearly enough,” Parks said.

However, roving gangs with guns
and intense political turmoil prevent
most humanitarian groups from doing
more to help that nation’s thousands
of starving residents, he said.

And in Bosnia-Herzegovinia,
where civil war is bringing a different
kind of disaster, Southern Baptist mis-
sionary Nela Williams remains de-
spite the danger, Parks said. “We’ve
offered several times to bring her out,

but she says she has too many oppor-
tunities to witness in the bomb shel-
ters.”

Kentuckians also wanted to know

what plans are being made to ensure

Christian witness continues in Hong
Kong after the territory is returned to
China in 1997.

Southern Baptists are among a
group of evangelicals who have de-
veloped a plan called Hong Kong
2000, Parks said. “Our goal is to pre-
pare leadership in such a way that if
we did have to leave, they could carry

2

.on.

The plan focuses on starting
churches and developing leadership,
he added, noting that the national
Baptist convention there already is

strong.

In response to other questions,
Parks said:

I “We’re raising a generation of
mission illiterates. ... The bottom line
is we really do need to emphasize the
biblical basis for missions and tell
people about what we’re doing. I wish
more pastors would challenge their
young people to commit themselves
to a career in foreign missions.”

1 “People in other states look at
Kentucky with envy for the support,
leadership and enthusiasm you have
here for partnership missions.”

§ “We have not had enough re-
sponse to fill all the requests for En-
glish teachers in China. We could use
more people.”
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~ tell the missions story to people
; ffwhe normaﬂy would a voxd -
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__ For example missions |
. couldbeccnteredaroundatra .
‘motif, with publicity, decora-
tions, booths and materials carry-
ing out the travel theme, she said.

_ Or they could be set up on a car-
nival motif, with all the arrange-
ments mirroring camival promo-
tion and activities, she added.

Missions fairs should achieve
several objectives, Welch said.
They should help church mem-
bers appreciate foreign culture,
learn about missions, get to know
missionaries, understand the role
of prayer in missions and see
how the church contributes o
missions.

Those goals can be accom-
plished through a variety of
booths and activities, she said:

B Ethnic interviews with inter-
nationals in the community.

B A fashion show featuring
clothes from other countries.

B A tasting booth, with food
samples from different lands.

I A display of travel photos
from around the globe.

I Computer games that fea-
ture missions information.

B Media displays, with books,
videotapes and other resources
about foreign missions.

i A mailbox, complete with
cards, so participants can write
letters to missionaries.

B Dramasand a puppet theater

' about hfe on mission ﬁelds

consuler forelgn missions a family affair, panel explains

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LEXINGTON—Foreign missions
is a family affair, a panel of mission-
aries said during a MissionsFest sem-
inar.

Even though the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board only appoints
adults to missions service, the entire
family becomes involved in the work,
said Gerald McNeely, retired mission-
ary to Spain.

“Our two daughters considered
themselves missionaries as much as
we did,” he explained. “When one of
our girls found out she wasn’t ap-
pointed by the board like we were, she
was very upset.”

That daughter, he said, carried on
evangelistic conversations across their
balcony with children of a neighbor-
ing family—a family the adult mis-
sionaries could not reach.

The natural love for children

shared by many people worldwide
also can be helpful in foreign mis-
sions, said Marie Harris, missionary to
Hong Kong. Her two blond-headed
boys opened many opportunities to
share the gospel in a land dominated
by dark-haired children, she ex-
plained.

And children have a natural ability
to adapt to new settings that adults
don’t come by as easily, the panel
agreed.

~When Harris and her husband,
Larry, first moved to Hong Kong, she
was fearful that her children would
have no one to play with because of
the language barrier. But the family
had barely begun to unpack before the
American children had made new
friends and begun playing with some
of the local children, she said.

Lisa Morgan, who as a 7-year-old
moved to Indonesia with her family,
said she easily found new friends
there and learned enough of the lan-

guage to get by: “I either had to play
with my brother or with the Indone-
sians, so I learned Indonesian.”

But despite their adaptability and
the many ways children find to serve
God on the mission field, foreign mis-
sions service puts other strains on chil-
dren that influence the entire family.

Children often must travel long
distances to attend schools, must at-
tend boarding schools or must be
home-schooled by a parent. -

Living in Indonesia was “like liv-
ing in a fishbowl,” Morgan said, ex-
plaining she was one of very few
white-skinned people in a country full
of brown-skinned people. “People
watch everything you do,” she said.

After serving several years in
Hong Kong, the Harris family moved
to another island where they were the
only white family living among
150,000 people. And because of the
remote location, their young children
traveled nearly two-hours each direc-

tion to go to school.

Beyond the concerns of finding
friends and schools for their children,
some missionary families also face
daily challenges as simple as finding
the food desired for that day’s meals.

“You can’t really plan a day in
Brazil,” said Angela Finley. “You can
count on whatever you plan to have
for dinner, the store won’t have it that
day. ... If you decide you’re going to
have baked potatoes for dinner, you
may have to go to five stores to find
any larger than a walnut.”

Despite these trials, Americans
serving as missionaries overseas find
new families in their relationships
with fellow missionaries, the panel
said. And children especially get a
world perspective few others are priv-
ileged to know.

Doubts about the hardshlps fade

- “when I think how wise my children

are in comparison to what I was at
their ages,” Harris said.

M Left: Karen Crawford of
Lexington helps a child put
on a mask made as a crafts
project during MissionsFest
day camp. Campers made
the masks as part of a
study on the culture of Ni-
geria. B Far lefi: Bonnie
Brown tells MissionsFest
participants about her work
as a missionary in Nigeria.
B Below: Deaf perticipants
were able to see the music,
while an overflowing choir
composed of college stu-
dents sings in the back-

B Far lefi: Martha Lytle
(left), missionary to Israel,
offers a taste of Middle
Eastern cuisine as part of
the Global Walkaround at
MissionsFest. The exhibit
area featured interactive
games and other.demon-
strations to teach partici-
pants about other cultures
where missionaries work.
B Center: The smallest
flagbearer in the Missions-
Fest flag procession care-
fully balances his flag while
carrying it to a display at
the front of the worship
center. @ Above: William
Marshall, executive secre-
lary-treasurer of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention,
interviews Keith and Helen
Jean Parks during the first
MissionsFest worship ser-
vice.
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FOOD & FAITH W Top:
Tanya Koch of Lexington
serves lunch to a line of
hungry MissionsFest par-
ticipants. She was part of a
disaster relief crew on hand
to demonstrate in a practi-
cal way their brand of mis-
sion action. @ Bottom: Sue
Hatfield, missionary to Pan-
ama, counsels with a
young woman at the con-
clusion of a MissionsFest
service. Dozens of people
walked the aisle to record
spiritual commitments dur-
ing the two evening
Services.

There’s more than 1 way
to foreign mission fields

LEXINGTON—Options for par-
ticipation in Southern Baptists’ mis-
sions efforts have increased dramati-
cally, said Kenn Shirley.

“When I was a boy, there was only
one way to do missions—go as a ca-
reer missionary,” said Shirley, a For-
eign Mission Board staff member
who works with missionary candi-
dates. “In the 1990s, we have lots of
options for missions service.”

Shirley outlined those options at
MissionsFest:

B Career missionaries. “The stack
pole around which Southern Baptists
build their work overseas is the career
presence,” he said.

Career missionaries must be age
26 or older and be “qualified South-
em Baptists who sense God’s leader-
ship,” he noted.

They do a variety of jobs, and re-
quests for specific skills come from
deliberations on the mission fields.
However, the primary job of all career
missionaries is “evangelism that re-
sults in churches,” he said.

 Missionary associates. This pro-
gram formerly was designed for voi-
unteers who were too old to be career
missionaries, but that was changed
when the board erased the upper age
limit for career missionaries.

“The associate program now is fo-
cused more on skills,” Shirley said.

Associates typically are laypeople
who have specific skills. Their assign-
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ments vary in length, but usually are
predetermined by demands for their
services.

0 International Service Corps. ISC
is “one of the neatest things we as
Southern Baptists have created in the
last couple of years,” Shirley said.
This program uses volunteers for
terms from four months to two years
in “an incredible range of jobs.”

Requests for ISC workers come
directly from missionaries. Jobs in-
clude teaching missionaries’ children;
working in student centers or friend-
ship houses; providing expertise in
agriculture, construction or well-drill-
ing; using medical skills; and more.

 Journeymen. This program is for
college graduates age 30 or younger.
It places them on the mission field for
two-year terms, doing jobs requested
by career missionaries.

0 Baptists Abroad. Participants in
this program are volunteers whose
secular jobs take them overseas.

Baptists Abroad puts laypeople in
contact with missionaries on the field,
enabling them to use their skills, con-

tacts and spare time for the benefit of

missions.

I Tentmakers. These volunteers
use their business contacts or voca-
tional skills to “get into countries we
normally couldn’t get into,” Shirley
explained.

Tentmakers coordinate their per-
sonal mission activity with the board.

Missionaries give tips on how to pray

LEXINGTON—Missionaries
_ depend upon Christians to pray dai-

_ ly for them, participants in Ken-

i tucky s MissionsFest were remind-

Charolette Rock, a Kentucklan

. jwho serves with her husband in Ar-
_ gentina, urged Kentucky Baptiststo

~ pray for missionaries and gave

some su ggestlons on practlcal ways

_todothat.
- v‘_{ She Jjoined Helen Jean Parks,

-;Lexmgton.

. onethmgyou candois adopt amis-
' yto pr?y for dally

tpésbeie for us as indi- -

‘ 'rmsswnanes o Rock dnmted “But

she said.

And praying for missionary
family members—both those with
them on the field and those remain-
ing behind in the U.S.—always is
appropriate, she said.

Christians should pray for mis-

sionaries in the best way they can,
 Parks added. “If all you can say 1s

‘Lord, bless the missionaries,’
that’s better than not praying at all.

- But it’s best to be more specific.”

of Foreign Mission Board

. Pr nt Keith Parks, in address-
ing a small-group session on prayer

- during the Sept. 11-12 Missions-

~ Fest atImmanueIBaptlstChurchm -

_acceptable to the natlonal people.

Other common prayer concerns,
she said, include:

B Protection from Satan.

- B Ability to avoid temptatxon

I For missionaries’ service to be

B Safety.
B For more missionaries to be

. called, committed and sent out.

# For unreached people groups,

_living in areas where traditional
_ missionaries cannot go.

The FMB operates a prayer line

 to provide information about cur-

plained. rent prayer concemns. The nurnber

~ know personally. Others choose

- someone with their same name or
: fwl 'hlIdren the same age as their

- When 1 pray for missionaries in
try to think about

hose counmcs

is (800) 395-7729.

Printed resources also are avall-
able from the FMB’s customer ser-
vice center by calling (800) 866-

3621,

Available resources include

~ “Overseas Personnel,” a directory
T  of FMB missionaries, and “Your
ly as possuble.'

Guide to Foreign Missions,” a dai-
ly prayer guide with detailed infor-

_mation on missions work in every
region of the old:.

Strategists takmg new look at missions

. By Marv Knox

Editor

LEXINGTON—Southern Baptist
mission strategists have been trying to
look at their task through new lenses,
said Harlan Spurgeon, the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s vice
president for mission personnel.

Spurgeon highlighted what
they’ve been seeing in a MissionsFest
seminar titled “New Directions in
Missions.”

Since the mid-1980s, the board has
been engaged in assessing its effec-
tiveness in accomplishing Bold Mis-
sion Thrust, the convention’s plan to
“share the gospel with everyone in the
world by the year 2000,” he said.

FMB President Keith Parks asked
some hard questions, he said: What
does that goal mean? Does it mean
everyone should become a Christian
by the year 2000, or that everyone
should have heard the gospel by then?
How can either task be accomplished,
especially since missionaries can en-
ter only about half the world’s coun-
tries?

“We’ve seen enormous changes
since 1987,” Spurgeon said. “And we
must continue to view the world as the
world changes around us.”

A key acknowledgement was that
Southern Baptists weren’t ministering
in many of the world’s countries, he
noted. Consequently, the board hired
David Barrett, an Anglican priest and
the foremost researcher on the distri-
bution of Christians around the world.

The subsequent influx of informa-

tion and board reorgamzatlon was Vi-
tal, Spurgeon said, adding, “You usu-
ally don’t hit anything you don’t aim
at.”

The board organized geographical-
ly, with regional vice presidents
joined by the director of Cooperative
Services International, the board’s
new corporation for ministering to
unreached people groups.

The board has divided the world
into three categories:

I World C, in which 60 percent of
the people claim to be Christian, com-
prises 33 percent of the world’s popu-
lation.

l World B, which has been the re-
cipient of missionaries but in which
most of the people have not respond-
ed to Christ, comprises 43 percent of
the whole population:

B World A, which has been closed
to the gospel, is home to 24 percent of
the population.

Of the world’s 11,500 people
groups—people who share acommon
language, culture and experience—
2,000 have not been touched by the

gospel, Spurgeon reported.

“This new direction in missions
includes a focus to reach these un-
reached people groups,” he said. “We
won’t ignore the other groups, but it’s
not fair for these people not to have
the gospel.”

Consequently, the board has been
developing ways to minister to these
“creative-access” or inaccessible
countries.

One way is to use other names,
such as Cooperative Services Interna-

tional, which don’t sound as threaten-
ing as “Foreign Mission Board” to the
governments of closed countries, he
said.

The board has appointed non-resi-
dential missionaries to live in one
country but aim their work at, and
sometimes travel in, countries where
missionaries cannot live.

Their ministries are being supple-
mented by participants in Tentmakers
and Baptists Abroad. These programs
use the services of volunteer laypeo-
ple whose businesses take them to for-
eign countries and who coordinate the
proclamation of their faith with mis-
sionaries and board personnel.

In addition, the board’s Interna-
tional Service Corps has been effec-
tive in placing volunteers with specif-
ic vocational skills—particularly sec-
ular skills valued by the host coun-
tries—to work in conjunction with
missionaries.

Beyond these developments, new
directions in missions are presenting
the board with serious questions,
Spurgeon said.

“We must reallocate some resourc-
es,” he explained. That means look-
ing at continued funding for “enor-
mously expensive” institutions, such
as schools and hospitals, on mission
fields. It also means studying whether
to keep large mission forces in World
C countries—such as Brazil and
South Korea—or to reassign them to
other locales.

-Despite the challenges, “it’s the
most exciting time in Christian histo-
ry,” Spurgeon insisted.
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KBC staff ready to help churches & members

Here S a pop quiz.

Q: Where could a member of
a Kentucky Baptist church find
help to have a better marriage or
be a better parent?

A: The Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s family ministry
department. .

: Where could a pastor-
search committee get informa-
tion about current salary trends?

A: The KBC’s annuity de-
partment.

Q: Where could a church find
help for building a new facility
or building an addition?

A: The KBC’s Sunday
school department.

Surprised? These are
just three of the hundreds
of services offered to
Baptists across the com-
monwealth by the KBC
Executive Board staff in
Middletown.

And “services” is the opera-
tive word. The KBC exists as an
extension of Kentucky Baptist
churches—to help us do togeth-
er what we could not do collec-
tively.

For example:

# The missions and evange-
lism division provides a range
of services primarily geared to-
ward leading people to faith in
Christ and starting churches.

This division leads our
churches in directing their ef-
forts to share the Christian gos-
pel with people across the state.
It helps develop and direct a
missions program for Kentucky
Baptists, works with various
Brotherhood men’s missions
groups in the churches, and di-
rects the ministry to students on
45 college campuses. Missions
and evangelism workers also
lead in training churches to pro-
vide for the human needs of
people in their communities, di-
rect the partnerships Kentucky
Baptists share with Baptists
from other areas, guide the
KBC’s participation in joint
ministries with black Baptists in

the state and provide assistance
for Christian recreation minis-

tries.
il The church growth and ad-

ministration division works on
numerous fronts to strengthen
Kentucky Baptist churches and

their ministries.

Some of the division’s lead-
ership relate to church-wide ef-
forts, such as the “dream team”
long-range planning process
and other growth/development

strategies.
Staff members from the divi-
sion also give expert guidance
to key programs conducted in
most Kentucky Baptist church-
es: Sunday school, discipleship
training, church music and
stewardship develop-
ment. They
work

IS A PHONE

more effectively and also
strengthens the churches’ focus

on ministry to families.
Minister/church support staff
help churches obtain ministers,
help churches and ministers re-
late to each other effectively,
help

HELP FOR YOUR CHURCH

CALL AWAY

(502) 245-4101

directly with churches and asso-
ciations, and they provide ser-
vices to entire regions of the
state, all aimed at building the
base of the churches’ ministries.

I The minister/church sup-
port division helps ministers
and churches work together

churches and ministers resolve
conflicts and even help minis-
ters who are fired get back on
their feet. They also provide the
link to ministers’ annuity and
insurance resources.

The family-ministry compo-
nent provides support for cou-

ples, parents, senior adults and
single adults, and it also gives
guidance to ministers who try to
lead their churches in family
ministries.

I The KBC'’s executive of-
fice and business division sup-
port these ministry-oriented di-
visions. They provide many of
the administrative services that

make the work possible. They
also provide such diverse re-
sources to the churches as
media, archives, camps, pub-
lic relations and the overall
work of the convention.
§ The Kentucky Baptist
Foundation, which is housed
in the Baptist Building in Mid-
dletown, provides services in
estate planning, funds manage-
ment for Baptist causes, trusts,
wills, scholarships and endow-
ments.

I Woman’s Missionary
‘Union, also in the Baptist Build-
ing, leads in all the local church
components of the national mis-
sions education/action organi-
zation for women, girls and pre-
school children—Acteens, Bap-
tist Women and Baptist Young
Women, Girls in Action and
Mission Friends. It also leads in
education and promotion of for-
eign, home and state missions
and offerings to support them.

These brief descriptions
aren’t comprehensive, they
merely point to the rainbow of

- services and ministries offered

by the KBC staff. This new
monthly Western Recorder in-
sert, Events, will tell the story of
what’s available from the KBC
staff in the years ahead.

Here’s help for Kentucky Baptists

Kentucky Baptists and their
churches have access to a wealth of
resources through the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Here’s a brief
listing of some of the most frequent—

- ly used services.

For help in any of these areas,
call (502) 245-4101. Office hours
are 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Eastern
time.

Acteens programs for teen-age .
girls

Annuity programs for ministers

Architectural assistance

Audiovisual assistance

~ Baptist Women groups
Baptist Young Women groups
Bible study helps
Bivocational ministry resources

_ Baptist Men groups

- Camps

- Campus ministries

Children’s ministries
Christian education
Church-growth helps
Computers for churches
Cooperative Program giving
Conflicts in churches
Counseling for ministers
Deacon training

Deaf ministries

Designated gifts

Disaster relief

Estate planning
Evangelism training

Family ministry
Forced-termination counseling
Fumniture for churches
Girls in Action groups
Handbell choirs
Handicapped ministries
Historical documents

~ Hunger funds

Insurance for ministers
Lay renewal

Literacy missions
Loans for churches
Marriage enrichment
Missions

Mission Friends groups for

children
Music ministries
Organists
Parenting helps
Pianists
Preschool ministries
Pulpit supply
Royal Ambassador groups for boys
Salary studies for ministers
Senior-adult ministries

- Single-adult ministries

Small-church concerns
Stewardship

Tax planning for ministers

Tracts

Vacation Bible school

Volunteer opportunities in mlssmns

. Youth evangelism
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Your team in Florida thanks you for
keeping the kitchens open. . . |

and your fellow Americans thank you for saving them from starvation.
= Bob Simpkins and John Lott

Money Matters

ANNUITY

for Ministers and Churches

Q. ’m a church treasurer. My pastor
says he is self-employed. A CPA says our
pastor is a church employee. Another tax
preparer says he is an employee and self-
employed! This sure seems confusing.
Which is correct? ,
A. For Social Security, your pastor is self-
employed for services performed in exercise
of ministry. IRS common law rules would
indicate your pastor probably is an
employee for income tax purposes. Thus, he
has a dual status: employee for income
taxes and self-employed for Social Security.
This is confusing, even for IRS personnel.
Social Security rules are very clear. The IRS
is not uniform in their interpretation for
income taxes. Most “experts” would be of
the opinion that pastors as they relate to
Southern Baptist churches would have this
dual status.

Q. I’m a bivocational pastor witha
retirement plan at my full time job and
an IRA. A friend told me I should be in a
church retirement plan. I’m happy with
my bank IRA. It has done well. Are there
any reasons why I should change?
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A. There are several advantages in Church
Annuity Plan participation:

1. You pay Social Security self-employment tax on
money contributed to your IRA. You pay NO Social
Security self-employment tax on contributions made
through the Church Annuity Plan. This saves close to
15% in taes.

2.You can receive a tax free housing allowance in.
retirement through the Annuity Board. Thus, some money
contributed on a tax deferred basis will be paid to you in
retirement tax free. It is doubtful your bank can provide
this benefit.

3. Your state convention is a partner in the plan. You
can receive as much as $17 50 per month in matching
dollars.

4. You may be eligible for up to $67,500 survivor
benefit and $300 per month disability benefit. This
Church Annuity Plan benefit is provided at NO COST
T0 YOU! - ;

5. At the Annuity Board, SBC, a team of highly
qualified professionals manage the Church Annuity Plan.
None receives a commission. This reduces costs and
increases your benefils.

Your denominational retirement plan gives you
advantages not available in any other retirement plan. As
your KBC Annuity Board representative, I can help you
and your church get started in this plan.

If you have a question or need additional
information, contact Don Spencer, director,
Annuity Department, Kentucky Baptist
Convention, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville,
KY, 40253, (502) 2454101.

Church Librarians
Are Back In
Circulation

Church media librarians will be packing
their bags for the annual meeting and
workshops of the Kentucky Baptist Media
Library Association. The renewal of this
conference has generated widespread
participation in the five workshops
scheduled 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Saturday,
September 26, at Lexington’s Immanuel

Baptist Church, 3100 Tates Creek Road, just

north of New Circle Road. You can still
register. call (502) 245-4101, extension 266.

Video in the
Church

Dr. Paul Lee, director, Media department,
Kentucky Baptist Convention, will conduct
a workshop on “Using Video and Television
in the Church” when church librarians and
media directors gather September 26 at
Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington.
This workshop will be offered as a section
of the Kentucky Baptist Media Library
Association annual conference. For late
registration call (502) 2454101, extension 266.

Baptist Women’s

‘Day of Prayer

November 2, 1992

Baptist Women, you are encouraged to meet
and pray as a group in your church or with
other churches in your association. Plans for
the Day of Prayer will be in November
Royal Service and Nuestra Tarea. Baptist
Women from over 150 countries will meet
and pray on this day. This is a time to
celebrate.

A reminder about FALL RETREATS:
At Cedarmore:
BYW/BW, October 2-3
BW/BNF, October 9-10
At Jonathan Creek:
BYW/BW, October 16-17
BYW/BW, October 17-18
For more information see the October-
November-December issue of Kentucky
Notes.

Foreign Mission

Study
November 15-18, 1992

Theme: India: Growing Cities,
Witnessing Churches

Every church in Kentucky should have a
churchwide Foreign Mission Study. As you
do, your members will become more aware
of the people of India, their way of life, their
need for a Saviour (only two percent are
Christians), what Southern Baptist
missionaries are doing there, and our
responsibility in sharing the gospel with

Resources: Dimension, Foreign Mission Study
1992 Complete Planning Kit, teaching guides
and study books (adult: India: Where Cross the
Crowded Ways; youth: India, Land of a Million
Gods; grades 4-6: Friends of India; grades 1-3:
Let’s Go to India)
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-'Good News! Gotta Share It" is theme of Oct. 2— 4 State Student Convention

Tony Campolo to address
BSU students

Dr. Tony Campolo is a minister,
sociologist, television personality and
author. He is the chairman of the
Department of Sociology at Eastern College,
St. Davids, Pennsylvania and founder and
president of Evangelical Association for the
Promotion of Education (EAPE), an
organization that sponsors education,
medical and economic development
programs in Third World countries as well
as establishes extensive ministries for “at
risk” children and teenagers in urban
America.

Campolo has traveled all over the world
sharing his gift for communicating wise and
witty insight into the compelling issues of
Christian life. ‘

His books include A Reasonable Faith;
Partly Right; It s Friday, But Sunday's
. Comin’ (also a film) and You Can Make a

Difference (also a film series). He resides
with his wife, Margaret, in St. Davids,
Pennsylvania. They have two grown
children, Bart and Lisa.

Tony Campolo

TRUTH Scheduled to Sing

The musical group TRUTH will present a
concert for the Kentucky Baptist Student
Convention following the Friday evening
session (October 2) at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary's Alumni Chapel. .

Southern Seminary is the host site of this
year's convention.

TRUTH began their pilgrimmage in 1971
when Roger Breland and 14 other musicians
piled into their station wagons and a
recycled moving van and started singing on
the road. TRUTH is still a product of the
times. The 1960s gave us the Jesus
Movement and, with it, the hippie culture.
The traditional church service was not ready
for them. Jimmy Owens, Ralph Carmichael,
Andrae Crouch and others began writing for
a crowd that did not exist five years earlier.
The “electric church” had begun. By 1968
and 1969, youth musicals were common in
America’s churches and teens were packing
the pews in record numbers. ‘

Breland was minister of music at such a
church in Mobile, Alabama. With many

hundreds of people involved in his various
music programs, he had a large base of
talent from which to draw. From within this
ministry a group of older teenage singers
and instrumentalists was formed and
Breland named them “The Varsity.” Singing
invitations soon followed which
outnumbered available days to travel. They
were limited to Fridays and Saturdays
during the school year.

No one was surprised when Breland spoke
of venturing into full time music ministry.
He was planning to move out of the four
walls of the church with all signals saying,
“go!” Soon the concept for TRUTH was
born. The mission: to use music as a tool to
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Trust—
Receive Unchangeable True Happiness in

- Jesus. There were many quartets on the

circuit but no one had attempted taking 18
people full time on the road for ten month
tours.

Drawing at first from local and reglonal
talent, most members were 19 or 20 years of
age. Today TRUTH members come from all
over the United States and average 25 years
or older.

Gentle Spirit:

Gloria Gill and Kent Fox
to deliver theme
interpretation

Gloria Gill is a nationally recognized
leader in the field of puppetry. She has been
a consultant in the area of puppetry for Walt
Disney World in Orlando and the Baptist
Sunday School Board in Nashville.

Gill has entertained and spoken in
numerous churches in the United States, and
abroad as well as corporations such as Coca
Cola, General Electric and Tropicana. She
has written four children’s books, seven
volumes of puppet scripts and has recently
released a collection of children’s stories on
cassette.

Kent Fox, a Kentucky native, is a
respected songwriter, producer and
engineer. He also owns Fox Farm
Recording.

He has entertained parties for such stars
as Bob Hope, Mary Martin and other
celebrities. Tennessee Ernie Ford was the

first to record, *“‘Sunday’s Still a Special Day

to Me,” penned by Fox. He has appeared in
churches throughout the Southeast, Texas

TRUTH in Concert

With all the abilities of America’s finest
young adult Christian musicians to draw on,
TRUTH is an amazing collection of talent.
The group now numbers 21 people and
travels in a customized motorcoach
followed by a huge 18 wheel truck loaded
with musical instruments and state-of-the-art
sound equipment. TRUTH presents an

|

Elori Gill and Kent Fox. -

average of 310 concerts each year to
500,000 people. Their travels have covered
all S0 U. S. states, 15 countries, while
logging nearly two million miles.

TRUTH has recorded more than 30 top-
selling albums and have won Grammy,
Dove and Angel award nominations.
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CEDARMURE ASSEMBLY

An Open Letter from Harold Barnes

music, to plan your retreats with us!

retreat.

WELCOME fto this first insert of EVENTS! It will be our pleasure to share
something about Cedarmore Baptist Assembly each month.
Kentucky Baptists purchased Cedarmore from Long Run Baptist Association
in 1951. It has been a Baptist assembly and camp grounds since 1949.
The Christmas holidays are just three months away! It's still time, ministers of -

In the quiet and beauty of Cedarmore you can withdraw from the hustles and
bustles of everyday life. A lot of work can be accomplished during a weekend

Harold W. Barnes
Manager

For more information contact:

Cedarmore Baptist Assembly
P. O. Box 37

Bagdad, Kentucky 40003-0037
(502) 747-8911

JONATHAN CREEK ASSEMBLY

Just imagine the possibilities — your
church and Jonathan Creek Baptist
Assembly!

Nestled along the shores of Kentucky
Lake and vacation area, Jonathan Creek
offers and ideal location for church retreats,
camps, seminars and fellowships.

Consider the advantages of having your
event at Jonathan Creek:

Positive spiritual setting

Plenty of dates available

Easily accessible

Reasonable rates

Good food

Close to major aftractions

Dedicated staff

Imagine the Possihilities...

Jonathan Creck Baptist Assembly is
located one mile south off Highway 68 on
Beal Road and four miles west of Aurora.
Interstate 24, connecting with Purchase and
West Kentucky Parkways, loops near
Jonathan Creek on its way to southern
Illinois to Tennessee.

For more information, contact:
Deward Hurst, manager

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
Route 1, Box 418

Hardin, KY 42048

(502) 354-8355

CHURCH MUSIC

Church Musicians

to Explore Worship Possihilities

Kentucky Baptist church musicians will
convene for the annual meeting of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Music Conference on Novem-
ber 9 from 1:00-9:00 p.m. at the Music
Building on Southern Seminary’s campus in
Louisville. Everyone interested in church
music is welcome!

Highlights of this year’s meeting include
an afternoon worship service designed and
led by Dr. Donald Hustad, senior professor

of church music at Southern. A panel dis-
cussion focusing on worship ideas and plan-
ning will ensue. The evening session will
feature a banquet with light entertainment,
and conclude with an 8:00 concert per-
formed by the Seminary Winds and Semi-
nary Choir.

For registration information, contact
the Church Music Department at (502)
245-4101.
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Singing Seniors Gather m EIiiébethiOwn

Senior adult musicians from across the
Bluegrass will assemble at Elizabethtown’s
Severns Valley Baptist Church for fellow-
ship, musical inspiration and worship. The
event is scheduled for October 26-27. Lyn-
del Vaught, senior adult specialist from
FBC, San Angelo, Texas will lead the group
in several mass choir rehearsals. The festi-
val will culminate with a worship service
featuring the combined senior adult choirs

and speaker Verlin Kruschwitz, whose topic
is “Age is No Excuse.” The service will be-
gin at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 27

" and is open to the public

There is still time for your senior adult
choir to register! Just call the Church
Music Department, (502) 245-4101 for
registration information, or fill out the re-
quest form on the last page of the insert.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

A Tribute to Jack Palmer

Jack Palmer joined the Kentucky Baptist
Convention Sunday School Department in
July 1980. Across his dozens years of
service, hundreds of churches have been
encouraged to do outreach through the
Sunday School. Jack has been called upon
to lead in many areas: ASSIST, summer
assemblies, Winter Bible Conferences,
Workers with Mentally Handicapped, VBS,
~ church growth, new Sunday School starts,
adults, homebound, Growth Spiral and

Sunday School Breakthrough Growth
campaigns. In each area he has developed
knowledge and expertise.

Palmer has also served as pastor, BSU
director, college professor, director of

missions and state convention staff member.

Following retirement, Jack and his wife,
Gloria, plan to move to Florida.

Jack, we want you to know that Kentucky
Baptists will miss you!

What's New
replaced by this insert. Pass the word.

Go to Church—An Introducti

Kay Henry

* ini of R
Department, Ann Liles. (Check with a
Baptist Book Store for the books.)

* A free pamphlet is available from the
Sunday School Department, “Meefing
Needs—Middle School Sixth Graders."

Special Needs for
Special People

Call or write Jewell Nelson for information
and training event dates featuring a new
Handbook for Ministry with Persons with
Mental Retardation.

This handbook is fresh off the press,
written by Kentucky writers who meet
needs of Special Needs people.The
handbook was compiled by Jack Palmer.

New Handbook

The new Handbook for Ministry with
Persons with Mental Retardation is designed
to help a church minister to the special
needs persons and their families. It is not a
comprehensive description of ministry to the

total needs of these persons and families.
Subjects covered include: a support group,
the special needs of the family, your
building’s accessibility, respite care, legal
responsibilities, special activitiesand
procedures, characteristics of learing
disabilities. -

Churches may receive this handbook by
requesting a consultant to present it to the
congregation in a three-to-four hour
orientation training. Requests may be made
to: Mrs. Jewell Nelson, Kentucky Baptist
Convention, P. O. Box 43433, Louisville,
Kentucky 40253-0433 or by calling (502)
245-4101, extension 305.

* The purple TARGET newsletter has been

* Two new books worth knowing: When I

Congregational Worship for Preschoolers,

TARGET

Super Saturday

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
October 3, 1992

Target Audience: Sunday School -
Discipleship Training - Music Leadership
Conference Fee: $5.00 (includes lunch)
Registration: 8:30 a.m.

Core Conference: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Two Selective Conferences: 1:00 - 3:00

p.m.

Pre-Registration Requested: Send to Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, KY
40977

L ATy
B3

UPERVSUNDA

'HIGH
Attendance

DAY

In Sunday Schools Acress Keniucky
(o) v
:anﬁ3
Kentucky Baplist Convention Goal ¢ 200,000
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Kentucky Association on Children
Under Six will hold its fall conference
October 30-31, 1992, at Drawbridge
Inn, Ft. Mitchell. For information write
Marinell Brown, 521 Garden Way,
Edgewood, KY 41017,

How Does Public School
Mixed-Age Grouping
Affect Sunday School?

Mixed age grouping of children in our
public schools has some church leaders
wondering what to do in Sunday School
groupings. Mixed-age grouping should not
be a great concem for churches who use the
Foundation or Convention curriculum.
Teachers who teach from Searchers,
Discoverers, or Leamers are given guidance
in ways to group children according to
interests in Bible projects. Bible projects
lend themselves to small group work.
Children choose, even within the Bible
project, to do what they feel capable of
doing.

The Convention series, Children’s Bible -
Study, is planned for combined age
grouping. Maybe we share ahead of the
public school.

To lesson confusion, remove signs
designating grades. Use birth dates rather

- than grades to place children in classes or

departments.




FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

EVANGELISM

FOUNDATION

First Baptist Church, Prestonsburg

Friday, September 25 - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 26 - 9:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m.

| cnoperatlve Mlmshy/Evangellsm cllmc

First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville
November 2-3
Theme:

“Perfectly joined together in mind and thought™

| Corinthians 1:1-10

Speakers:

CHARLES W.LYONS
Pastor
Chicago, Illinois

JOE RATLIFF
Pastor
Houston, Texas

PAUL BLIZARD
Pastor
Fairdale, Kentucky

FAMILY MINISTRY - |

LINCOLN N. BINGHAM
Superintendent of Missions General
Association

BILL JAGGERS
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Sponsored by the

General Association of Baptists and
the Office for Evangelism,
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Discover Your Potential
through Life Enrichment

Enrichment for Senior Adults

1993 Area Daytime Celebrations

March 2 - Walnut Street Baptist Church,
Louisville

March 5 - First Baptist Church,
Owensboro

March 16 - Eastwood Baptist Church,
Bowling Green

March 23 - Florence Baptist Church,
Florence

By meeting in four areas, daytime
celebrations bring events closer to senior
adults. These events provide senior adults
from varied-size churches an opportunity to
have fun and fellowship.

1993 Senior Adult Retreats

May 10-12 - Cedarmore Baptist
Assembly, Bagdad

May 17-19 - Jonathan Creek Baptist
Assembly, Hardin

Daytime meetings as well as overnight
retreats provide senior adults an opportunity
to have fellowship, deepen their spiritual
lives and renew their commitment to serve.

Enrichment for Single Adults

Single Adult Retreat
Cave City Convention Center
March 12-14, 1993

This centrally located event aims to
minister to the distinctive needs of single
adults and their leaders. The event is of
special interest to never married singles
and those single again as a result of divorce
or death of a spouse.

1993 Enrichment for Couples

Fall Festival of Marriage
Southern Baptist Seminary
September 24-26

Offers couples a time to get away and
concentrate on one another and their
marriage. Couples find ways to strengthen
their marriages, worship and fellowship with
other couples through workshops.

Let's Identify

Kentucky Baptist Foundation

Who is the Foundation?

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation is the
only agency of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention whose primary responsibility is
to receive, manage and administer
endowment funds. The Foundation was
chartered as a charitable, non-profit
corporation under the laws of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky in August,
1945.

What does the Foundation do?

The Foundation receives gifts for
endowments, invests the principal wisely
and distributes the income to Kentucky and
Southern Baptist causes as directed by the
donors.

Why does the Foundation perform this
service?

The Foundation functions to encourage
and motivate individuals in the making of
planned gifts and donations for the
advancement and promotion of the various
Kentucky and Southern Baptist causes.
Through this effort, the Foundation
perpetuates the Christian witness and
influence of the donor. -

How does the Foundation perform its
task?

The Foundation serves Kentucky
Baptists through three primary program
efforts:

(1) General Estate Stewardship Consultation -
Foundation personnel advise, on request, any person
who wishes to make a will leaving part of his or her
estate to Kentucky and Southern Baptist causes;

(2) Endowment and Charitable Giving
Education/Promotion - estate/financial stewardship
seminars and will seminars are conducted in local
churches, associations and state Baptist settings

(3) Investment Management - the Foundation
conducts an investment service consistent with the
best business practices and the highest Christian
stewardship ideals.

Where can Kentucky Baptists contact the
Foundation?

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation
office is located in the Kentucky Baptist
Building, 10701 Shelbyville Road,
Louisville, K, 40243, (502) 245-4101. -

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation will
be glad to assist you and your legal and tax
advisors in creating personal plans to suit
your immediate needs and your long-range
charitable goals.
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FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING PARTNERSHIP MISSIONS

Church Use $100...

worth of complimentary Discipleship Training
materials to start or restart such a program?

Call Doug Strader or Jim Clontz
Discipleship Training Department
Kentucky Baptist Convention

(502) 245-4101

1992-93 Baptist Daily Planners
were mailed to ministers in August.

Retired ministers may also receive the pocket planner
(Baptist Daily Planner) upon request to the address below.
ThevPocket Planner includes dates for Kentucky Baptist
programs, conferences, special emphases and state convention
annual meeting dates.
Order your free copy by writing:
Kentucky Baptist Daily Planner
Executive Office, KBC
o 0 Box43433
* Louisville, KY 40253-0433

Contact:

4 Calvin Wilkins, Partnership Coordinator

P. O. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

Espirito\' Santo Partnership Missions
Projects for 1993

RAZIL

(502) 245-4101

' NTUCKY
DATE TYPE VOLUNTEERS
February 25-March 10 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
March 18-31 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
April 1-14 Evangelism (10 teams) 30 volunteers
April 22-May 5 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
May 27-June 9 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
May 27-July 31 English teachers 6 volunteers
May 27-July 31 BSU musical group 10 volunteers
June 17-30 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
June 17-30 Handbell Choir 12 volunteers
June 17-30 Youth Music/Drama 12 volunteers
July 15-28 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
August 5-18 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
September 2-15 Evangelism (10 teams) 30 volunteers
September 24-October 6 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
October 21-November 3 Construction/Evangelism 30 volunteers
November 18-December 1 - Evangelism (10 teams) 30 volunteers

The Construction/Evangelism projects secking 30 volunteers will make up two teams.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE KENTUCKY BAPTISTS TODAY

Videomagazine renamed
Kentucky Baptists Today

Kentucky Baptists Today is a
videomagazine for and about Kentucky
Baptists. The Fall ‘92 edition of KBT, just
released, includes a sixteen minute feature
on the Eliza Broadus State Missions
offering, suitable for promotion in local
churches and associations.

Also included in the current edition is a
special focus on “World Changers”, a

‘cooperative ministry of the Brotherhood.

Department of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention and the Brotherhood
Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention to involve youth in a massive
project in Louisville.

Kentucky Baptists Today is produced
by the Media Department of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and is available by free

loan to Kentucky Baptist churches. A copy
is also provided to each association and may
be secured by contacting the director of
missions in your association.

Three editions of the videomagazine
are released each year. Church leaders and
staff can utilize Kentucky Baptists Today as
an educational resource to promote and
encourage cooperative missions and
ministries supported by the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

Churches may subscribe to Kentucky
Baprist Today as an excellent resource 0
place in your church media library. For
further information, contact: Media
Department, Kentucky Baptist Convention,

- P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-

0433, (502) 2454101, extension 266.
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OTHER EVENTS

FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

Upcoming Events

Church Music
Church Music
Resource Packets | September October Church Music Student Student
e mnailed s senifyiin o] October 26-27 November 6-8 November 20-22
full-time and part-time music Direct Missions’ Brotherhood Senior Adult Choir International Student Black Student Leadership
ministers. Packets are Sebrniar 2 o Festival Conference Training Conference
available at no .charge for e Lt Boorio Man o Elizabethtown Cave City Convention Lexington
MolmtesrmisiC ditecion or C ol - s entos Severns Valley Baptist Center University of Kentucky
other interested leaders. Lgn'f a“ g;lce gourl';‘;’”g‘t Church
Call the Church Music b owling Green : :
Depattment. KB (1: Beechmont Bap[ist Hartland o Chl.ll'ch MllSlc WMU
P 4 ¢ Church Minister/Church November 9 November 29-December 6
(502) 245-4101, ext. 325 or S - . :
3 10:00 a.m. upport Kentucky Baptist Music Week of Prayer for Foreign
send a written request. : October 2-3 i
Lunch provided Brotherhiood State October 30-31 Conference Missions
: 2 C : Ministers’ Wives Retreatr  Louisville and Lottie Moon offering
Kentucky Baptist onvention Soiither Buntist
€ September 29 Bowling Green Bagdad outhern Baptist
Convention Regional New Work Fastwosd Baptist Church Cedarmore Baptist Theological Seminary necel‘nbgr
November 9 Awareness Worksho, Assembly
Pastor’s Conference Corbin : $45 fee Church G h and
- : Student urch Growth an Student
Executive Board meet : ; T 3 :
ade “’; S bemie()ull% Faith Baptist Church i Call (502) 245-4101, ext. g qoinectration Dot 57
3 i S State Student Convention 2 November 9 Student Day at Christmas
. Convention sessions Reservations needed e additional information : : Sy
Louisville : Louisville : Bivocational Ministers
. Lunch provided Soaithion Banti Dinn
St. Matthews Baptist Church 1“;“‘ lerr} a]agtISt' : ’3”0 er
The host church site is o cological seminary :oU p.m.
I-64 in east end Loui 'llﬁ S November Louisville
s e ouisville/ Evancelian e o
Jefferson County. For hotel g WMU Sl e
and motel information, see Seplember e =00 October 9-10 Office fO.l‘ Baptist Church
accommodations ad on Fall Evangelism Baptist Women/Baptist Evangelism .
page 11 in this Conference Nurses Retreat November2-3 Kentucky Baptist
Western Recorder issue. Pfestonsbl.lrg Bagdad Cooperative Ministry/ Convention
First Baptist Church Cedarmore Evangelism Clinic  Noverber 10:11
Sunday School Hopkinsville Louisville
Sup{r Sunday Sunday School First Baptist Church St. Matthews Baptist °
(High Attendance Day) is October 25 : Church
October 25 across Kentucky. Super Sunday (High
Please call your director of Atendance Day)

missions to report your high
" attendancefor that day.

CHECK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

For additional information, check the appropriate box
and mail the provided form below to:
Executive Office
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. 0. Box 43433 .
Louisville, KY 40253-0433

To Receive More Information

Church Music

U Senior Adult Choir Festival

Q Kentucky Baptist Music Conference
Church Growth and Administration

U Bivocational Ministers Dinner
Student

U State Student Convention

U Intemnational Student Conference

Q) Black Student Leadership Training Conference

Q Friendship International House

() Student Day at Christmas

In future issues, readers will be given the opportunity to
register for events, too.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone: Office Home .
Church Association

Leadership Position

Registration fee (if applicable) $ Number in group (if applicable)
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INSIGHT Sharon Lewis (center), a regis- Baptist
tered nurse at Central Baptist Hospital in

Lexington, and Tammy Dillman, radiology Healthcare
technician at Baptist Regional Medical | S€Nds team
Center in Corbin, examine the eyes of a | to Brazil
Brazilian man.

HEART-TO-HEART Penny Mosier, a regis- Eaisli i oy ]

. : > | System sponsored its
tered nurse from Baptist Hospital East in | . : :
Louisville, checks thepheartbea,t)‘ of a Brazil- f|r§t forelgn medical
jan child as part of a well-baby clinic set up | MiSsion Aug. 20-Sept. 2
in one of the churches. as part of Kentucky
Baptists’ ongoing
partnership project with
Brazilian Baptists.

A 17-member team—
composed of four
doctors, five nurses, a

| pharmacist, three
technicians, a dental
assistant, an
occupational therapist
and two ministers—
staffed clinics in two
churches in Parnaiba,
Equitorial Brazil.

They saw 1,250 patients
at the clinics, plus many
others in home visits.
The team dispensed 350
pairs of eyeglasses and
extracted 300 bad teeth.
And in their spare time,
they led 12 worship
services attended by
1,625 people.

At the end of the trip, 18
people had made
professions of faith in
Jesus Christ, and 27 had
recommitted their lives
to Jesus.

But thousands more
gained a new
understanding of
Baptists and the
Christian faith, said
Calvin Wilkins, director
of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s partnership
missions program.

“This area had never had
a medical missions team
to come from anywhere,”
he explained. “And it was
the first time in 20 years
for any Baptist
volunteers to go there.
This project gave the

T , : o Baptist churches and
CHECK UP Jim Hawkins (seated), chaplain at Western Baptist Hospital in Paducah, as- pastors there greater
sists Penny Mosier (left), registered nurse from Baptist Hospital East in Louisville, during credibility. The pastors
a clinic exam. Hawkins had an advantage over other team members because he was ot the cré dif for
raised in Brazil as a missionary kid and speaks the language well. goruie ot :
a1 bringing in these medical
PRAYER TIME Joan Arnold (left), a regis- volunteers.

tered nurse from Central Baptist Hospital
in Lexington, pauses to pray with a family
-after a home visit. Jeanie Johnson (right),
a Southern Baptist missionary who worked

alongside the volunteer team, was in an
automobile accident soon after the team
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