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CP sets record

The Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Cooperative
Program set a record for
receipts in December.
See page 2.

Noble goal

If black and white
Baptists could work
together in other areas
as well as they do on the
basketball court, race
relations would be easier,
a pastor says.

See page 3.

Find a cause

Peggy Say, sister of
former hostage Terry
Anderson, told a group
of Baptists there are
injustices to be
addressed in Lebanon,
Ky., as much as in
Beirut, Lebanon.

See page 3.

Editorial

Will student thought
police control the future
of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary?
See page 5.

EVENTS

In this month’s issue
of Events for All
Kentucky Baptists,
learn about the work
of the evangelism
office and Kentucky
Baptist Foundation, as
well as upcoming
events planned for all
types of people and
ministries. See the
insert in the middle of
this paper.
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Kentuckian lives her witness in Ghina

BEIJING, China (BP)—A Ken-
tucky Baptist woman has drawn big
attention for her work with little peo-
ple at a Chinese hotel.

Susan Harralson, a kindergarten
teacher from Nortonville and member
of First Baptist Church in Madison-
ville, currently works on the staff of
the Beijing Lido Holiday Inn.

Harralson said she never dreamed
an international hotel chain would
need a kindergarten principal in Chi-
na. But when she investigated volun-
teer mission opportunities overseas,

she discovered the Lido provides pre- -

school education for the international
community in Beijing. Since the hotel
pays her salary, she didn’t even have
to raise her own support as she had
planned to do.

Before she went to China, Harral-
son, who has a master’s degree in ear-

ly childhood education, had taught for

13 happy years in Nortonville.

“I loved where I was,” she said.
“But after a trip to South America, I
felt God wanted something more of
me.”

Now she beheves her work at the
posh Chinese hotel allows her to put
her Christian life on the line and dem-
onstrate what she believes.

“They know I’'m a Christian, and I
want them to see a difference in me,”
she explained.

From all indications, that differ-
ence is being noticed. At a hotel exec-
utive staff meeting Harralson attend-
ed soon after she arrived in China, she
overheard her name mentioned in a
Chinese-language discussion.

“I heard them talking about ‘Miss
Susan’ but I didn’t know why,” she
said. Later she learned the hotel man-
ager was urging the staff to follow her
example in maintaining good rela-
tions with the workers.

Chinese television featured her
school on a special program in 1991.
The Lido preschool has a reputation
as an elite school for children of dip-
lomats and businessmen.

But Harralson’s job isn’t all that
luxurious. A normal workday runs

nine hours, and she works six days a
week.

“It was a big adjustment,” she ad-
mits. “Living in the hotel is like being
on duty all the time.” Most of her
small charges live in hotel apartments,
which means she is not only their
teacher but their neighbor as well.

Harralson loves China but misses
the family and church support she en-
joyed back home. Her Beijing col-
leagues, she learned quickly, don’t
hold her Christian values.

“I realized I didn’t have anyone to
depend on except God. I said, ‘It’s me
and you, God.””

Yet she prizes the relationships she
has developed with the Chinese and
expatriate staff. Harralson makes
good use of the several hours the staff
is on duty after the children leave. She
has taught aerobics, English, even
fashion and makeup classes:

Her secretary, Emily Sun, said the

A.A

Chinese workers appreciate Harral-
son’s interest in them.

“We love her very much,” she said.
“Susan is so kind and helpful and gen-
erous. We have a very special rela-
tionship. I know she’s a Christian. I
don’t have a background in Christian-
ity so I don’t understand about it very
well, but I’m interested. Sometimes I
ask her questions, and she tells me sto-
ries from the Bible.”

When Harralson completed her
two-year contract last June, the hotel
management promised her a higher
staff rating if she would remain. The
dilemma she faced was obvious to her
friend Sun.

“Susan was just standing in the
middle,” Sun said. “She loved China
and she loved her job back home.”

China won. The hotel thinks it con-
vinced her to stay another year, but
anyone who knows Harralson knows
what really kept her in China.

HELPING HANDS Kentucky Baptist Susan Harralson (center right) works with children at
the prestigious international kindergarten at the Beijing Holiday Inn in China. She sees
the job as an opportunity to put her Christian faith on the line and demanstrate what she
believes. “They know I'm a Christian, and | want them to see a difference in me,” she

said. (BP photo by Lounette Templeton)

WMU hoard approves historic changes

TALLADEGA, Ala.—The execu-
tive board of Woman’s Missionary
Union voted Jan. 10 to expand its role
in missions support, opening the door
to work with the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship and other evangelical

Under the new vision, WMU also
will become more involved in direct
missions and actively address social
issues.

The plan, which was approved
with only one negative vote, is de-

groups. signed to let WMU serve
Culminating a yearlong all Southern Baptists in-
study by a special ad hoc M See page 7 for volved in missions, leaders
committee, WMU’s exec-  the full text of the said.
utive board adopted a “vi-  Vision statement, Delores Gilliland, exec-
sion statement,” eight core values and utive director of Kentucky
“core values” and six far- recommendations WMU, said she is certain
reaching recommenda- the changes will draw fire
tions. from some quarters but are
The plan represents one of the not likely to be perceived negatively
most dramatic changes in the 105- in Kentucky churches.

year history of WMU, which until
now has related almost exclusively to
the Southern Baptist Convention’s
two official mission-sending agen-
cies.

Carolyn Miller, national WMU
president from Huntsville, Ala., com-
pared the action to a “giant leap, a gi-
ant step, a giant direction” in mission
awareness involvement.

“As far as our membership is con-
cerned, they will see we are really
staying on track, yet opening up new
possibilities,” she said. “I really feel
we are remaining true to who we are,
yet making the changes that are nec-
essary.”

The most immediate negative re-
action to the changes came from Mor-
ris Chapman, president of the SBC

Executive Committee. Some Execu-
tive Committee leaders had warned
WMU Nov. 20 that the Executive
Committee might form its own wom-
en’s organization if WMU supports
the Fellowship and its causes.

Because WMU is an SBC auxilia-
ry with an autonomous board of direc-
tors, the changes are not subject to
approval of the SBC or its Executive
Cormnmittee.

Chapman said in a statement that
he is “saddened” by WMU’s action,
which he considers to alter WMU’s
auxiliary relationship to the SBC.

“If the WMU is, in fact, saying
they no longer exist exclusively to
support SBC programs, that is a
choice made by them, not by the SBC.
We have no choice but to relate to
their choice,” he said. “Apparently,
they have chosen a course apart from
the traditional auxiliary relationship
which has served us well for 104
years.vy

Chapman said WMU'’s action
Q See WMU page 7
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BAPTIST BITS

M Contributions to the

. Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship totaled $7.3
million in 1992—a 62
percent increase over the
previous year. A record
month of contributions in
December boosted the
Fellowship well over its
own income projection
of $6.5 million for the
year, according to
preliminary year-end
figures. The 2-year-old
organization of Southern
Baptist moderates took
in $7.3 million in 1992,
compared to $4.5 million
in 1991.

M Olin Williams of
Eubank is among three
new volunteers for the
BookLink ministry of the
National Fellowship of
Baptist Educators.
Through this ministry,
Baptists ship donated
books, tapes, tracts and
other literature to
missionaries overseas.

B Roy Blunt, former

Missouri secretary of
state, has been elected

president of Southwest |

Baptist University, the
largest university
affiliated with the

Missouri Baptist
Convention.

M British Baptist
leaders have affirmed
Keith Parks’ decision to
direct the missions
program of the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship. In a
statement faxed to the
Fellowship’s Atlanta
headquarters in
December, the British
leaders expressed their
intent to work with both
the Fellowship and the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board and their
hope that the missions
agencies “will cooperate
with each other.”

I Blankets to be
distributed in war-torn
Bosnia-Herzegovina are
being collected by Texas
Baptist Men at the
request of the Pentagon.
Donations for the $3
special price of the
blankets may be sent to
the Baptist General
Convention of Texas, 333
N. Washington, Dallas,
Texas 75246-1798.
Checks should be
marked “disaster relief.”
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Kentucky CP sets record in December

By Marv Knox
Editor

Kentucky Baptists set a record for
monthly contributions to the Cooper-
ative Program in December, giving
almost $2 million to their budget.

Last month’s receipts totaled
$1,956,854, and topped the old
record—set in August 1989—by
$50,000.

The strong December offering
combined with a solid September to
propel the Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram to its best four-month showing
in at least a decade, said Barry Allen,

the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s

business manager.

The Cooperative Program’s fiscal
year began Sept. 1. Through Dec. 31,
it had received $5,937,234. :

That amount is $787,216 (15.3
percent) over receipts for the same
four-month period a year ago. It also
is $157,931 (2.7 percent) over the goal
for the first third of the current fiscal
year. A
“This is the most we’ve been ahead
of budget through December in at
least 10 years, perhaps ever,” Allen
said. ;

The Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram’s annual operating goal is slight-
ly more than $17.3 million. To meet
that goal, the Cooperative Program

will need to take in an average of
$1,425,084 per month for the remain-
ing eight months.

More months like September and
December—which each set records
for that particular month—will help.

“Without taking away from the

generosity of the people, these months
benefited from the calendar,” said
Allen, who noted both September and
December had five Sundays. Since
Cooperative Program funds originate
in the offering plates of Baptist
churches, the extra Sunday to collect
a monthly offering helps.

“But even without the benefit of
the calendar, we’ve had real growth in
giving,” Allen said.

* Leaders saw a good month com-
ing, reported KBC Executive Secre-
tary-Treasurer William W. Marshall.

“Conversation with numerous pas-
tors during the Christmas season indi-
cated that a number of churches were
experiencing an unusually strong De-
cember in giving,” Marshall said.
“That gave me an early clue Decem-
ber would be a good month. The sur-
prise was in setting a record.”

The next test will come in early
February, when January receipts are
counted, Marshall added. Since Janu-
ary 1992 was an unusually high
month, a comparison of last Decem-
ber-January and this December-Janu-

ary will provide a better measure of
overall growth.

Still, Marshall praised Kentucky
Baptists for their commitment. “It is
most encouraging to be 15 percent
ahead of the previous year’s contribu-
tions,” he said. “It demonstrates a
strong commitment on the part of
Kentucky Baptists to support our co-
operative efforts in state, national and
international missions.”

The strong Cooperative Program
receipts aren’t the only rising indica-
tor of contributions to KBC work.

Because some churches are disen-
chanted with the Southern Baptist
Convention, they have elected to des-
ignate their cooperative missions
money for the KBC alone, rather than
send it through the Cooperative Pro-
gram and see it divided between the
KBC (62.696 percent) and the SBC
(37.304 percent).

December contributions to the
Kentucky-only account totaled
$38,450. They brought the account’s
year-to-date total to $121,286, for a
gain of $5,139 (4.4 percent) over the
same period a year ago.

Those contributions are $33,273
(37.8 percent) more than convention
officials had budgeted for that account
for the September-December period.

The goal for the Kentucky-only
contributions is $264,038.

Woman can’t speak at Oklahoma conference

By Pat Gilliland
Daily Oklahoman

OKLAHOMA - CITY (ABP)—
Anne Graham Lotz, daughter of evan-
gelist Billy Graham, was removed
from the program of Oklahoma Bap-
tists’ state evangelism conference be-
cause of a pastor’s complaint that a
woman should not preach to men.

Lotz, a popular speaker from Ra-
leigh, N.C., was scheduled to speak
twice during the annual evangelism
conference Jan. 18-19 at First South-
ern Baptist Church of Del City, Okla.
The meeting is sponsored by the Bap-
tist General Convention of Oklahoma.

Wayne Keely, pastor of Faith Bap-

tist Church in Claremore, Okla., said
he complained because Lotz was
scheduled to give two, 45-minute
messages. He said that opens the door
to women preaching, which he be-
lieves is against the Bible’s teaching.

Keely interrupted a woman speak-
er at a Baptist youth evangelism con-
ference Dec. 30 when she asked the
audience to turn to selected Scriptures
and began to discuss them.

“I think it would have been a sin
for me not to do something,” he ex-
plained later.

Wayne Bristow, the state Baptist
convention’s evangelism director,
said Lotz was replaced because of
concerns raised by pastors who be-

lieve the Bible teaches against such a
role for women. He did not name
Keely. z

Lotz, director of Angel Ministries
in Raleigh, could not be reached. She
is married to Daniel Lotz, whose
brother Denton is executive director
of the Baptist World Alliance.

In a telephone interview, Keely
said he doesn’t oppose women on
church programs, as long as they stick
to sharing their personal testimonies
and avoid preaching or teaching men.

Taking Lotz’s place at the confer-
ence will be Michael Whitehead, gen-
eral counsel of the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Christian Life Commis-
sion.

Seminary list
narrowed to 4

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary’s presidential search
committee has narrowed its list
of potential nominees to four.

Wayne Allen, chairman of the
Louisville seminary’s trustees,
said the names are not being re-
leased at the request of the four
individuals.

Allen said the seven-member
search committee met Jan. 11-12
in Memphis and settled on four
potential nominees as successor
to Roy Honeycutt.

The search committee re-
ceived 28 nominations, with a
number declining further consid-
eration, said Allen, pastor of Bri-
arwood Baptist Church in sub-
urban Memphis.

The committee will interview
the four potential nominees in
mid-February, Allen said, and
select the person it will recom-
mend in early March.

After one further in-depth in-
terview, the individual’s name
will be announced in April.

“We are doing background
checks theologically, psycholog-
ically, physically and financial-
ly,” Allen said. “We want every-
body to know we’re doing a thor-
ough job of research.

“We’re asking each of the
four nominees to give us a brief
written interpretation of each ar-
ticle in the Abstract of Princi-
ples,” the document signed by
faculty, Allen said.

The search committee has
employed a Brentwood, Tenn.,
firm, Russell, Montgomery &
Associates, to do psychological
evaluations of the nominees. The
company has done similar work
for search committees of the
Southern Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Committee and SBC
Sunday School Board.

And physical examinations
and credit reports are being ob-
tained, Allen said.

FMB head reportediy chosen

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)—The
search committee for a new president
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board has selected a nominee but
has agreed not to disclose the individ-
ual’s name, according to the FMB
trustee chairman, who made the state-
ment in a public meeting Jan. 11.

John Jackson, a California pastor
who chairs the FMB trustees and is an
ex-officio member of the search com-
mittee, said the individual was select-
ed during a search committee prayer
retreat Jan. 7-9.

Jackson made the statement during
a general session of the Woman’s
Missionary Union executive board the
morning of Jan. 11. Jackson and sev-
eral other FMB representatives were
on hand for a dialogue session with
WMU leaders.

"The 15-member search committee
prayed until God revealed to them
who should be the next FMB presi-

dent, Jackson told the WMU execu-
tive board general session. He said
committee members felt that had hap-
pened.

The committee plans to present the
nominee’s name to fellow trustees
during their Feb. 8-10 meeting in
Richmond or April 19-21 meeting in
Columbus, Ohio, Jackson said.

The committee agreed to secrecy
concerning the nominee, not even to
tell their spouses, said Jackson, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Fairfield,
Calif.

Search committee Chairman Joel
Gregory of Dallas, contacted by Bap-
tist Press, said he had no comment on
Jackson’s statements.

If approved by FMB trustees, the
nominee will succeed Keith Parks,
who retired Oct. 31 after 11 years as
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s overseas missionary-send-
ing agency.
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Coleman steadfastly works for racial harmony

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

JEFFERSONTOWN—Baptists
often demonstrate better race relations
on the basketball court than else-
where, the longtime pastor of a Ken-
tucky church contends.

Thurman Coleman, pastor of Jef-
fersontown’s First Baptist Church,
cites the basketball league at his
church as a winning model of race re-
lations.

For the past two years, the league
has been organized in coordination
with Walnut Street Baptist Church in
Louisville. Its distinguishing charac-
teristic is that black and white Baptists
play together on the same teams.

Coleman said he applauds the
teams for their spirit of cooperation.

However, his experience trying to
bring white and African-American
churches together for worship indi-
cates Baptist statistics aren’t so stun-
ning off the court.

“Black and white Baptists in local
towns don’t even know each other,”
the pastor said of congregations in
Kentucky. “That’s sad. We’ve made
far greater strides in sports and music.
Christianity always drags behind.”

But Coleman’s life is a testimony
of his commitment to change all that.

He recently celebrated his 37th an-
niversary as pastor of the Jefferson-
town church, a predominately Afri-
can-American congregation averag-
ing nearly 300 in weekly worship.

Throughout his career, Coleman
has been heralded by black and white
Baptists alike for his efforts to work
with the General Association of Bap-
tists and the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention to reconcile racial divisions.

The pastor remembered his first
introduction to the KBC came from
Thomas Hicks Shelton, former direc-
tor of evangelism. He said Shelton
asked him to speak at an evangelism
conference about 20 years ago.

Since then, much of Coleman’s
work with white Baptists in the state

has been through Baptist joint com-
mittees, local and state organizations
established to serve as a “bridge to
bring together black and white”” Bap-
tists, he explained.

With representatives from black
and white churches, the groups plan
joint activities and help engender har-
mony and understanding.

Coleman, who has served multiple
terms on these committees since their
inception about 25 years ago, current-
ly is chairman of the state’s commit-
tee and vice-chairman of the Long
Run Association/Central District
committee.

He said progress is a little slower
than what he would like to see. “I’ve
become frustrated at times in our ef-
forts.”

At the meetings and joint worship
services, for example, black and white
participants too often just “shake
hands and then go home. It’s got to be
more than that,” the pastor insisted.

“Our goal is that we know each
other (in broader terms) than Amos
and Andy. Once you get to know peo-
ple, you accept them as they are.”

Coleman now works closely with
Bill Rogers, KBC assistant to the ex-
ecutive secretary. These two men
agreed they’ve traveled through most
of the state together, giving work-
shops on interracial work and organiz-
ing joint evangelism services.

Rogers said his relationship with
Coleman dates back to 1961, when
Rogers first came to Louisville to
serve as pastor of Melbourne Heights
Baptist Church.

Coleman was “one of the first pas-
tors, black or white, who welcomed
me to Louisville,” Rogers said. “From
that point, our churches developed a
compatible relationship.”

African-American and white
Christians do have a lot to give to each
other, Coleman said, but that won’t
happen until the two groups develop a
respect for each other’s culture and
worship experiences.

For example, white congregations

should “get beyond the idea that black
worship is entertainment,” he said.

Among contributions African-
American congregations can make to
white churches is a freedom in wor-
ship, where open responsiveness is
welcomed, Coleman said. Preachers,
especially, can help worship become
alive with excitement and anticipa-
tion, he added.

On the other hand, he said, “whites
have organization and organizational
skill. They have resources and litera-
ture and the know-how.”

In addition to his contributions to
the KBC, Coleman has made a name
for himself in the community and in
the General Association of Baptists,
with which his church is affiliated.

In the General Association of Bap-
tists, the pastor has been manager of
the American Baptist newspaper and
president of the Baptist Unified Chris-
tian Leadership Conference.

Acclaimed as a civil rights advo-
cate and community activist, Coleman
has received numerous community
service and distinguished citizen
awards. Most recently, he has been
appointed by Gov. Brereton Jones to
the Human Rights Commission.

Yet, Coleman admitted, he fights
discouragement when confronting
continual setbacks.

At one of the most recent lun-
cheons of the Baptist joint committee,
Coleman said he sensed such an atti-
tude of discouragement.

“I told them, ‘I know you’re tired
and weary, but you can’t quit,”” he
said. “We’ve come a long way. But
still, we ask, ‘How long, Lord, how
long?’ !

“I thank God for men across the
state who will come together and see
people as people. Loving always
brings risk; but, oh, what dividends to
recognize our oneness in Christ.”

Injustice can be found in Lebanons near & far, Say says

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LEBANON—Injustice can be
found in Lebanon, Ky., as surely as in
Beirut, Lebanon, Peggy Say believes.

Say, sister of former hostage Terry
Anderson, came to Kentucky’s Leba-
non Jan. 12 to speak at Lebanon Bap-
tist Church’s WinterFest program.

Say, who became perhaps the best-
known crusader for hostages in the
Middle East, was a member of Cadiz
Baptist Church in Cadiz during much
of Anderson’s captivity. She and her
husband, David, recently moved from
Cadiz to Cookeville, Tenn.

Since Anderson’s release in 1991,
Say has found a new cause to champi-
on—the plight of underprivileged
children in Africa and Eastern Eu-
rope. She now works as outreach di-
rector for the human rights organiza-
tion Friends in the West.

The same Christian convictions
that forced her to plead her brother’s
case compel her to speak out for the
children of the world, Say said.

“I’m a Christian person, a moral
person,” she said. “My brother was
being chained to a wall. What else
could I do? Say, ‘Sorry, kiddo, I’'m not
a diplomat or a politician’?”

In the same way, “I cannot turn my
back on the children of Africa,” she
said.

Say urged her audience to find a
similar conviction about fighting
against the injustices of the world,
whether it be hostages, needy children
or something else.

“If you’re not drawn to Africa, be
drawn to something,” she pleaded.
“Look in your back yards, and if
there’s a need, know with God’s
strength you can meet it.”

God’s strength is what sustained
her through the nearly seven years of
Anderson’s captivity, Say said. “I
don’t think most people realize what
a strong part faith played in what I did
for Terry.”

That dependence on God sustained
her through Anderson’s captivity and
her vigilant campaign to see him
freed, she said. During those years,

she met with United States presidents
Ronald Reagan, Jimmy Carter and
George Bush, as well as Mother
Theresa, Pope John Paul IT and Yass-
er Arrafat.

Someday her grandchildren may
appreciate the fact that she met so
many powerful people, Say noted, but
she still finds no joy in the memories
because of the circumstances.

The year 1986 was particularly
bad, “like stepping into a nightmare
that had no end,” Say said. During that
year of Anderson’s captivity, the
Andersons’ father and brother died, as
did one of Say’s grandsons. :

“I remember thinking, ‘What has
happened to my family?’ she recalled.

But still she never doubted God
working in the midst of those trials,
Say said.

“I was scared to death every day,”
she confessed. “I was scared to get on
the plane, to go to the Mideast, to meet
the president.”

Despite those fears, Say said, she
found access to some of the most in-
fluential world leaders and felt like

she got their attention.

“Inever believed it was what I said
to them that moved them,” she said.
Instead, what moved them was the
words God put in her mouth, she con-
tinued.

“When I didn’t believe in myself, |

God believed in me. I never overcame
‘my fear.”

Say’s testimony was one of four
special features offered by Lebanon
Baptist Church during WinterFest,
which Pastor Kevin Lee described as
“a revival in disguise.” ;

Other guests during the four-night
event were dramatists Paul and Nicole
Johnson; Bob Russell, pastor of
Southeast Christian Church in Louis-
ville; and Chip and Nancy Miller, who
talked about their son’s death from
AIDS.

The church publicized WinterFest
with a mailing to every home in Mar-
ion County, Lee said. By the third
night, at least 12 people attending the
programs had indicated their desire to
profess faith in Jesus Christ, he add-
ed.
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HONORED SERVICE Thur-
man Coleman, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Jef-
fersontown, talks in his of-
fice, where the walls are
loaded with plaques and
certificates noting his con-
tributions to Kentucky Bap-
tist ministries.
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OPINION

Life/love: The ‘standard for birth’

Among the usual consensual rea-
sons for abortion, i.e., rape, incest,
etc., the Texas Baptist Christian Life
Commission (WR, Jan. 5) includes
“pregnancies involving severe fetal
deformity and disease incompatible
with life,” presuming two questions:
(1) Who makes the decision; and (2)
what constitutes deformity/disease?

The answer to (1) is obvious, to
wit, the fetus-carrier, since pregnancy,
a private matter impacting no other
citizen, except in rare cases the poten-
tial father, is not subject to institution-
al/governmental control.

Since deformity/disease and after-
birth physical life observably are not
mutually exclusive (incompatible),
the answer to (2) is not easily deter-
mined, particularly since the Texans
did not define deformity/disease or
incompatibility. Presumably, their

concept of life is post-womb.

The thinking of Jesus (Matthew
10:10) is instructive in that, referring
to people already alive, he insists that
he has “come that they might have
life, and ... have it more abundantly.”
He did not refer to eternal life, since
life everlasting could hardly be made
more abundant. He did not refer to
obvious physical life.

In Jesus’ thinking, apparently, life
is not defined exclusively as eternal or
physical, but as an abstract something
else, the absence of which comprises
incompatibility with his concept of
life, ergo, deformity/disease, using the
Texans’ philosophy.

Since God is love (I John 4:16),
John 1:4 is rendered “In love (God/
Christ) was life.” Therefore, if a fetus
is neither conceived nor nurtured in
love, its birth will be incompatible

with life, as conceived by Jesus, re-
gardless of physical conditions in or
out of the womb. That being the case,
abortion, despicable as it is, could be
the better option.

The crux of the matter lies not in
discernible deformity/disease in the
womb, strictly a matter of judgment
not even possible until quite recently.
Rather, the standard for birth resides
in whether or not the child is to be
bom to life (love). The Texans are on
the right road, but in the wrong vehi-
cle. The defining element is life, not
physical anything. And, paradoxical-
ly, love could be so great as to cause
abortion of a terribly afflicted fetus,
but love would rule, not incompatibil-
ity, which can sometimes simply
mean inconvenience.

James L. Clark
Danville

Bible translations

The use of different translations of
the Bible in Sunday school, preaching
services and personal study is good.

The honorable King James is a
translation, among many, and not the
original text. There seems in some cir-
cles a loss of liber-
ty, lack of leader-
ship and a great
deal of misinforma-
tion on the rich his-
tory of Bible translations. The various
Greek and Hebrew texts and the En-
glish translations have inspired histo-
ry behind them. The canon of Scrip-
ture in its complex evolution through
history is a source to build a better
balanced faith.

It is puzzling that some “lighthous-
es” have an attitude of limited light on
this subject. Idolatry is casting God in
our preferences or assumptions in-
stead of the Creator’s revelation. A

BAPTIST FORUM

part of that is what one can learn from
the history available in this area. God
knows our “language”; the crossed “t”
and dotted “i” have their place, but
God’s message and interpretation of
life is more. i
Where there is liberty, there is light
and fellowship based on truth. God
will bless the search
and hunger for truth
because it is in the
Lord’s nature. Af-
ter all, “see yonder
moon in the sky, ’tis only half that
meets the eye.”
David E. Fletcher
Mayfield

Praise for Simmons

I am a senior student at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. I had
Dr. Paul Simmons for “Introduction
to Christian Ethics” this past semes-
ter, his last before retiring. I was hurt

to learn of his retirement. More im-
portantly, I’m hurt that my professor
has come under such attack from trus-
tees of SBTS and others in the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

I’ve had the chance inside and out-
side the classroom to get to know Dr.
Simmons. He is first and foremost a
dedicated follower of Christ. Second-
ly, he has great respect for God’s cre-
ation—all people, all things.

I have been active in Southern
Baptist churches all my life. In grade
school, I was active in Royal Ambas-
sadors. A line from the Royal Ambas-
sador pledge comes to mind as I re-
flect on my experience with Dr. Sim-
mons as a professor and fellow disci-
ple. That line states, ... I will do my
best to become a well informed, re-
sponsible follower of Christ.”

Dr. Simmons, thanks for leading
the way. _

W. Calhoun Robertson
Louisville

Laughter provides a gift for healing

Medical studies convincingly
demonstrate that “people who laugh,
last!” Anyone who has been thought-
ful enough to evaluate that fact from
their own “laughter-expe-
riences” knows that is true.

I’m old enough to re-
member Brer’ Rabbit sing-
ing “Everybody’s Got a
Laughing Place.” I think
that’s true, although I am
told that some folks never
laugh. Maybe it would be
more accurate to say that
some folks “rarely” laugh.
That’s too bad, actually,
for laughter is a “gift for
healing.”

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

ly publication.

He is what I.would call a “natural
humorist,” one who can make just
about anything sound funny. That is
quite different from a pro-
fessional entertainer or a
“joke teller.”

I believe Mack’s col-
umn in the November is-
sue of “Tidings” will make
even a “frowner” smile.
So, enjoy! “Some of you
know that I'm ‘kinda’
drawn to old cemeteries.
Oh, I know that one of
these days I’'m going to get
in one that I can’t get out
of, but I still visit when I

These are days in our
denomination when some
folks have difficulty in believing it is
acceptable to smile and laugh. It is
easy to-take everything so seriously
we forget that in just a few years,
when we are being laid out for burial,
it may not have mattered all that much
after all. :

Mack Pressley is director of mis-
sions for Boone’s Creek Association
and editor of the association’s month-

can. Along the coast of
South Carolina are a lot of
old cemeteries, and I like them. Vers-
es on the stones always interest me.
Modern-day memorial gardens are
sterile with little character. All the
markers are about the same. There is
one in Tennessee, the name of which
I like. It’s called the ‘Happy Valley
Memorial Gardens.’ I’ve never taken
time to drive in and see how “happy”
the occupants might be. It sounds like

they might just be lying around laugh-
ing. Who knows?

“As you probably have guessed,
I’ve found another one lately. I attend-
ed a funeral at a cemetery in Wolfe
County the other day. It was not an old
cemetery and was not unusual. It was
a simple mountain cemetery on top of
amountain. There are hundreds like it
in eastern Kentucky. But Christean
spotted the one marker that gave char-
acter to this one. It was a simple, flat
marker with the following message:

William Trusty
1904 - 1984
Eat when I’m hungry
Drink when I’'m dry
Pretty girls when I’m lonesome
Sweet heaven when I die.

“Now, I never knew Mr. Ti'usty,

but you’ve got to admit that he must "

have been quite a character to deserve

a marker like that. I think he could

have made it in ‘Happy Valley.’
* Thank you, Mack, for reminding

us again that a little genuine laughter.

is good medicine. :
William W. Marshall is executive sec-

‘retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.. .
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EDITORIALS

Will ‘police’ shoot down noble thoughts & dreams?

Will student thought-police control the future of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary?

Professors wonder if they can risk vibrant teaching, challenging students
to strengthen their faith and stretch their minds. They wonder if they must
fear reprisal from people who misunderstand the teaching process or mis-
represent their positions. Students wonder if they can engage the struggle of
learning without worrying whether an honest question or innocent remark
will be used against them, maybe 20 years into the future. They wonder if a
core of fellow students who come to seminary with their minds made up
will rob them of an honest education by taunting professors.

The latest wave of worry was set off by the early retirement of ethics
Professor Paul Simmons—prompted by complaints from four students.

(For purposes of fairness, you deserve to know how I feel about the con-
text here: First, I do not hold Simmons’ views on abortion and homosexual-
ity, as I understand them. But I know him to be a compassionate Christian
brother, a committed scholar and a gifted teacher. Second, given his ongo-
ing dispute with trustees, I question his political judgment in showing the
film which instigated his final controversy, but not his intention to provide
professional guidance for students who someday will counsel paraplegics.)

Simmons may be retired, but more than 70 professors remain, and so do
hundreds of students. From reports on campus, a minority of students—but
a growing minority—seem committed to confrontation with professors who
dare to challenge the students’ own notions.

Such altercations can’t help but chill the educational process for at least
three reasons: First is the specter of Simmons’ sudden departure. Second is
the faculty’s relationship to seminary trustees, many of whom already have
expressed suspicion of the faculty and their interpretation of the seminary’s
purpose. Third is the prospect of a new president to succeed Roy Honey-

WMU embraces all Baptists;

“If the Southern Baptist Convention ever splits, I'm going with the
WMU!” That one-line joke made the rounds within our convention for most
of the past decade. It usually served two purposes: (A) To get the speaker a
polite laugh. And (B) to pay homage to Woman’s Missionary Union, pow-
er-generator for missionary causes around the world and a vital life-force in
most congregations.

The old joke finally sounded a little flat last week. The SBC may or may
not have split. Nevertheless, WMU stood up to say that neither side in the
convention controversy is “going with” her, and nobody is going to tell her
what direction she must take.

WMU approved a document that charts a new course for the 105-year-

old missions organization. It maintains WMU’s commitment to traditional -

Southern Baptist mission causes. But it also provides for relationships be-
tween WMU and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, as well as coopera-
tion with other evangelical groups.

WMU refused to choose sides in the SBC’s ongoing political conflict.
Rather, she seemed much like a mother stepping in-between her fighting
children, reaching out to embrace them both and to assure them both of her
love.

Whether both sides will snuggle up to that embrace and accept that love
remain to be seen.

Moderates in the Fellowship no doubt welcome WMU’s overtures. The
Fellowship has a fledgling missions-sending agency. It can benefit greatly

cutt, a new president hand-picked by those trustees. Will faculty dare to
participate in dialogue that could be used against them—accurately or oth-
erwise? Will earnest students refrain from asking tough questions for fear
of imperiling their profs, or leave the school in frustration?

One of the most maddening aspects of this problem is the anonymity
accorded students who accuse professors of wrongdoing. The identities of
the four students who complained about Simmons were protected by the
seminary’s confidentiality rules. One can understand such a policy protects
students from reprisal. But shouldn’t the seminary policy be at least as open
as secular courts, where the accused has the right to face the accuser—out in
the open, before God and everybody?

An example: For balance, the Western Recorder tried to interview stu-
dents who found the film in Simmons’ class offensive. Students repeatedly
mentioned the name of one student. They said she visibly was enraged by
the film. They said she talked loudly about reporting Simmons to the dean
and to “my trustee,” one of Simmons’ most vocal critics. They said she also
tried to rally others to do the same. But when reached by the Recorder, the
student ducked behind anonymity, refusing to answer any questions or ex-
plain her reasons for objecting to it.

Hiding behind a cloak of anonymity is cowardice. It falls short of Jesus’

ethical imperative, recorded in Matthew 18, for Christian reconciliation.

If it goes unchecked, the sniping of student thought-police will mortally
wound the seminary. For at its essence, quality education—especially the
training of ministers—requires complete trust and respect between teacher
and student. And at its best, education is an emotionally inspiring relation-
ship, in which teacher and student give wing to the most noble thoughts and
dreams. Unfortunately, they’1l never fly if thought-police shoot them down.

Marv Knox

presents Christlike model

from WMU'’s proposed generic missions materials. Moreover, the Fellow-
ship contends it represents “traditional” Baptists, and a firm relationship to
WMU would bolster that assertion.

Conservatives who now control SBC agencies aren’t as happy. Morris
Chapman, president of the SBC Executive Committee, charged that WMU
has turned from her historic purpose “as an auxiliary of the Southern Baptist
Convention.” Previously, Executive Committee officials who met with
WMU leaders hinted they might lead the SBC to start a new women’s orga-
nization if WMU embraced the Fellowship, too. In keeping with the politi-
cal strategy that has served them for 14 years, SBC conservatives seem to
want an exclusive relatlonshlp or no relationship at all.

This attitude, however, is selective. The Sunday School Board, now led
by former SBC President Jimmy Draper, also has an open policy of affilia-
tion. Its vision statement says the board “will assist local churches,” with no
mention of denominational affiliation. The Executive Committee hasn’t
publicly protested the board’s statement, which enables it to sell products to
Fellowship churches, Methodist churches and Catholic parishes.

By refusing to choose sides and by embracing all Baptists and other mis-
sionary-minded Christians, WMU proved its vision is bigger than contro-
versy, just as Christ’s Great Commission is bigger than our agendas. We
can pray WMU'’s example of inclusive love, openness to other evangelical
Christians and commitment to missions will be a model for all of us.

Marv Knox

Repeated
altercations
between professors
and antagonistic
students could
stifle a legitimate
academic
atmosphere at
Southern Seminary.

WMU seemed like
a mother stepping
in-between her
fighting children,
reaching out to
embrace them
both.
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BRIEFS

M The U.S. Supreme
Court has accepted a
case that could
determine whether states
may provide stiffer
penalties for crimes
motivated by hate. At
issue is a Wisconsin law
that allows tougher
punishment for certain
crimes if the victim was
selected because of race,
religion, sexual
orientation or other
protected status.

M Republican
committee meetings will
continue to open in
prayer under a
settlement reached in a
lawsuit filed by
Minnesota Republicans
who sought to end
invocations at local
political meetings. James
Bernstein, one of two
men who sued the
Minnesota Republican
Committee said the
opening prayers were
being used “like a
weapon” to divide and
intimidate.

B Ku Klux Kian
members wrongly used a
logo of the United
Methodist Church in
promotional literature, a
top Klan leader told the
Methodist body. Klan
official Ronald Mason
said he will recommend
the Klan return to its
machine gun symbol and
avoid future infringement
on the Methodists’ cross
and flame logo.

M The 103rd Congress
convened Jan. 5 with
122 new members. The
new Congress includes a
record 48 women in the
House and six women in
the Senate. The House
will include 16 blacks,
compared to one black in
the Senate. Baptists
represent the third-
largest religious group
within Congress, with 62
members identifying
themselves as Baptists.
The two most-common
religious affiliations are
Roman Catholic (141)
and Methodist (65).

Clinton meets with 10 80uthern Baptlst pastors

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (ABP)—A
week before his inauguration, Presi-
dent-elect Bill Clinton met with 14
religious leaders, including 10 South-
ern Baptists, and discussed a wide
range of social and religious issues.

The two-hour luncheon at the Ar-
kansas governor’s mansion Jan. 12
was arranged by Clinton’s pastor, Rex
Home of Immanuel Baptist Church in
Little Rock, Ark.

Horne described the session as “a
get-acquainted meeting with no agen-
da and no motive.” However,-Horne
confirmed the group discussed homo-
sexual rights, abortion, taxation of
churches and other issues.

Southern Baptists attending were
Ken Branam, pastor of Plymouth Park
Baptist Church in Irving, Texas; Wen-
dell Estep, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Columbia, S.C.; Randall
Everett, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Pensacola, Fla.; Roger Freeman,
pastor of First Baptist Church of New
Orleans; Homne; Ron Lewis, pastor of
Richardson Heights Baptist Church in
Richardson, Texas; Bill Merrell, a di-
rector of associational missions in
Lawton, Okla.; David Napier, church
administrator at Immanuel Baptist;
Stan Parris, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Hope, Ark., Clinton’s
hometown; James Pleitz, pastor of
Park Cities Baptist Church in Dallas;
and Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue
Baptist Church near Memphis, Tenn.

Others attending were Charles

Swindoll, Christian author and pastor
of First Evangelical Free Church in
Fullerton, Calif.; Bill Hybels, pastor
of Willow Creek Community Church
in Barrington, Ill.; Max Lucado,
Christian author and pastor of Oak
Hills Church of Christ in San Anto-
nio, Texas; and Ed Matthews, pastor
of First United Methodist Church in
Little Rock, where Clinton’s wife and
daughter are members.

Apparently only a couple of the 14
voted for Clinton, who alienated
many conservative Christians with his
support of homosexual rights and
abortion rights. But, participants said,
there was no hostility or debate dur-
ing the two-hour meeting.

“He recognized that many of those
people were not his supporters, (but)
this was a way to establish some
groundwork,” Horne reported.

New Orleans pastor Freeman
serves as president of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention, which voted in
December to convey to Clinton their
strong opposition to him on abortion.

Clinton said he considers abortion
to be almost always the wrong deci-
sion, Freeman said, and that as presi-
dent he wants to promote adoption
rather than abortion. “He did not go
any further than that, and I do not ex-
pect him to come out against the pro-
choice position,” Freeman said.

Clinton brought up the issue of ho-
mosexuals in the military, Freeman

said: “His position is that as long as’

someone behaves in the military, we
can’t be a watchdog on every one of
their personal preferences.”

BAPTISTS INSTALLED Bill Clinton and Al Gore, shown here immediately after their elec-
tion as United States president and vice president, were to be inaugurated to their new
offices this week. Both men are members of Southern Baptist churches. The week before
his inauguration, Clinton met with a group of Baptist pastors to discuss concerns about
a variety of issues. (RNS photo)

Clinton asked if adulterers and al-
coholics likewise should be expelled
from the military.

“It seems as if his own personal
beliefs are fairly conservative in these
areas,” Freeman said. “But he feels
like it is impossible to legislate his
own personal beliefs for the entire
country.”

On church-state matters, Clinton
said he strongly supports tax exemp-
tion for churches and church organi-

zations and opposes any government
interference in church hiring practic-
es, Freeman said.

Despite the group’s differences
with Clinton, they were “very im-
pressed with him,” Pleitz said.

“Listening to him, I’m convinced

e 'has a relationship with the Lord

and has deep convictions about right
and wrong,” Pleitz said. “But he has
some reservations about legislating
morality.”

Baptists participate in inauguration; Graham criticized

WASHINGTON—AIthough
Southern Baptists did not vote in
record numbers for Bill Clinton and
Al Gore, the new president and vice
president were to involve a number of
Southern Baptists in their inaugura-
tion ceremonies.

Both Clinton and Gore are mem-
bers of Southern Baptist churches.

Evangelist Billy Graham, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church in Dallas,
was to deliver the invocation and
benediction at the Jan. 20 inaugura-
tion.

The choir from Clinton’s home
church, Immanuel Baptist in Little
Rock, Ark., was to participate in a
praise and worship service Jan. 19 at
First Baptist Church in Washington.

The inaugural-eve worship was
specifically requested by the Clintons
and Gores. Those expected to be in
attendance included family members,

senators, representatives and a variety
of Southern Baptist leaders.

A Virginia Baptist church was to
host the Clintons and Gores Jan. 17 on
their bus trip from Charlottesville,
Va., to Washington.

Clinton and Gore and their wives
planned to worship with Culpeper
Baptist Church in Culpeper, Va.,
about 70 miles from Washington.

The trip was to be a re-creation of
Thomas Jefferson’s journey by horse-
back from Monticello, his home near
Charlottesville, Va., to Washington
for his own inauguration in 1801.

In an emotional farewell Jan. 10,
Clinton thanked his pastor and mem-
bers of Immanuel Baptist Church in
Little Rock for standing by him dur-
ing a difficult campaign for president.

Clinton thanked his pastor, Rex
Hormne Jr., for “standing by me and my
membership in this church even when

some in our own Southern Baptist
Convention questioned his doing so.”

Clinton’s positions on abortion
rights and homosexuals in the military
are not shared by many Southern Bap-
tists and prompted protests and
counter-protests in front of the church
during the campaign.

Clinton spoke to the congregation
on the last Sunday before moving to
Washington. He has been a member
of the church since 1980. His wife,
Hillary, has been a member of a Little
Rock United Methodist church.

Clinton told the congregation that
their fellowship sustained him during
the difficult campaign and helped pre-
pare him for the presidency.

Meanwhile, some of Clinton’s de-
tractors, including Richard Land, ex-
ecutive director of the Southern Bap-
tist Christian Life Commission, urged
Graham not to pray at the inaugura-

tion.

A news release from the CLC said
Land wrote a private letter to Graham,
asking him to reconsider his decision
to pray at the inauguration due to
Clinton’s support for abortion rights.

However, Land was not among 40
signers of another letter sent to urge
Graham not to pray at the inaugura-
tion. That letter, signed by Operation
Rescue founder Randall Terry and
other anti-abortion figures, claimed
Graham’s prayer “will be taken as a
positive endorsement of Mr. Clinton’s
anti-Christian agenda.”

Graham has participated in the in-
augural ceremonies of five other pres-
idents over the last 40 years: Dwight
Eisenhower, Lyndon Johnson, Rich-
ard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and
George Bush.

Compiled from Baptist Press and Re-
ligious News Service reports

Religious Freedom Restoration Act faces hetter odds now

WASHINGTON (ABP)—A new
crop of lawmakers probably will not
impede passage of the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, say bill propo-
nents who predict the measure is on
track for early passage in the 103rd
Congress.

RFRA is designed to restore a high
level of protection for religious prac-
tice that virtually was abandoned by
the U.S. Supreme Court in its 1990
Oregon vs. Smith decision.

When Congress convened Jan. 5,
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one-fourth of the House of Represen-
tatives were newcomers. The 110-
member freshman class is the largest
since 1948. The Senate welcomed 12
freshmen.

The process of introducing new-
comers to the need for RFRA could
slow down the bill, which has died in
the previous two Congresses for lack
of time. But a church-state specialist
who heads a 54-member coalition
backing the bill said that danger is
minimal.

Oliver Thomas, general counsel
for the Baptist Joint Committee, said
the Clinton administration’s support
for RFRA will offset the difficulty of
having to educate new members of
Congress on the bill.

Clinton has voiced his support of
the bill, and if his administration
makes RFERA a priority, the measure
should move quickly, Thomas said.

The political problems that
plagued and eventually killed the bill
in the 102nd Congress should be less

of a threat, Thomas said.

The National Right to Life Com-
mittee and the U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence were the two staunchest oppo-
nents of RFRA. Those organizations
argued that if Roe vs. Wade were
overturned, denying women the legal
right to an abortion, women could
claim that abortion is a free-exercise
right under RFRA.

Most constitutional and legal
scholars think such a claim could be
made but can’t be won.
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Dffice Reminds Churches of Evangelism

Kentucky Baptists must swim up-
stream—against the powerful cur-
rents of recent trends, Bill Jaggers
believes.

As director of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s office for evange-
lism, his job is to urge Baptists in the
commonwealth to share their faith
with unbelievers. And statistics show
that’s a tough job.

Baptisms in Kentucky Baptist
churches dropped from 21,148 in
1980 to a low of 14,796 in 1987 and
to 16,970 in 1991, Jaggers reported.

The decline mirrors a decreasing
emphasis on evangelism among
Baptist people, he said: “The trend is
not toward evangelism, but away
from evangelism. We need to keep
the Christian purpose—telling peo-
ple about the good news of Jesus
Christ—before Kentucky Baptists.”

Consequently, the evangelism of-
fice focuses on “inspiring, motivat-
ing and training Kentucky Baptists
to be involved in the kind of evange-
listic activity that brings people into
a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ,” he stressed.

That comes about through two
approaches.

First is what Jaggers describes as
an evangelism program, in which his

office sponsors and promotes a vari- . .

ety of activities and events to inspire
and equip Kentucky Baptists to do a
better job of telling others about
Jesus.

“Someone has to keep reminding
us what the first priority is,” he said.

“It’s not the only priority, but to
have other priorities you’ve got to
start somewhere.”

Second is what he calls an em-
phasis on evangelism, which perme-
ates the other functions of Baptist
churches.

“When we’re at our best in Sun-
day school, part of that needs to be
reaching people for Christ,” he ex-
plained. “Discipleship training in-
cludes teaching people to share their
faith. And when we do missions
work and give a ‘cup of cold water,’
we do it in Jesus’ name.”

Evangelism is so important be-
cause “in the economy of God, he
placed a premium on the value of
every individual and wants the indi-
vidual to find meaning in life, now
and hereafter,” Jaggers insisted.

That’s why Jaggers’ No. 1 objec-
tive is to help Kentucky Baptists
place a priority on sharing their faith.

“The work has to be done in local
churches, but anything we can do to
encourage and create a climate for
evangelism on the local field is my
first objective,” he said.

In that regard, Kentucky Baptists
are their own best asset, he added.
“The main thing we’ve got going for
us from the human standpoint is pas-

_tors and people out in the churches

who are doing it week by week, -
month by month.”

They e also helped by three spe-
cialized consultants who work
through the evangelism office. Mary
Lou Crutcher of Louisville focuses

on lifestyle evangelism. Harry Hunt-
er, a Mission Service Corps volun-
teer from Henderson, leads witness-
training seminars. And Kevin
Shrum, pastor of Bedford Baptist
Church in Bedford, works on youth
evangelism.

Together, Kentucky Baptists
seem to be doing a better job of lead-
ing people to faith in Christ, Jaggers
said.

“I hope and pray we’ve turned a
comer and are getting back to the
glory of former years,” he noted.

“My biggest disappointment is
with those churches that report no
baptisms year after year. Last year,
more than 500 Kentucky Baptist
churches did not report baptisms.
That doesn’t mean they didn’t wit-
ness and try. But if no baptisms be-
comes a consistent pattern, it’s really
sad.”

Still, Jaggers is optimistic.

“A lot of people are interested in
reaching others for Christ,” he said.
“Most pastors and people would list
that as their first priority.

“I’m also optimistic because the
Here’s Hope nationwide evangelism
emphasis is coming up in 1995, and
Kentucky Baptists are generous to
set aside funds for promotion and
training. We’ll begin with 60 days of
personal evangelism across the state
and follow with harvest revivals,
from March through September.”

In the meantime, Jaggers plans to
stay true to his calling, to be an
evangelist for evangelism.

Evangelism Helps

The Kentucky Baptist office
for evangelism offers a wide va-
riety of services to Baptist
churches and associations across
the state, Director Bill Jaggers
reported. They include:

B Encouragement to “remem-
ber that evangelism is a process,
not just one event that happens
during revival meetings.”

B Assistance in witness train-
ing, such as the Building Wit-
nessing Relationships course.

# Information on the latest
methods and techniques of
evangelism strategy.

1 Help in developing strate-
gies for reaching people that are
geared to specific congregations
and associations.

l Cooperative work with the
General Association of Baptists,
the African-American Baptist
convention in Kentucky.

B Support for Kentucky Bap-
tists involved in world missions,
such as information about pre-
dominant faiths of people in
other parts of the world, where
Kentucky Baptists might travel
and serve.

Permeating all the phases of
the office’s work is an emphasis
on urging Kentucky Baptists to
share their faith. “The main
problem we have is not lack of
knowledge,” Jaggers said. “The
main problem is motivation to
doit.”

Foundation Helps People Put Money to Work for God

An elderly Kentucky Baptist
woman summoned Richard Carnes
to her home to talk about the future.

Specifically, she wanted to talk
about how her money could support
the Baptist causes she loves, long af-
ter she dies.

As executive director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, Carnes
was happy to spend part of a day
with her.

“Her father had been a mission-
ary pastor in ‘Indian Territory’—
what now is Oklahoma,” Carnes re-
called. “She had grown up with a
passion for missions and a strong
commitment for Baptists’ state,
home and foreign missions offerings.

“But now she is aging, and she
felt burdened about what would hap-
pen to her offering money after she
was gone. She wanted to establish a
fund to perpetuate her offering after
she died.”

She told Carnes about her con-
cems and about how she would want
her money distributed. Then he
helped her determine how much of
her estate she would need to set
aside to endow the annual missions
gift that had been a part of her life.

“It was gratifying to see the relief
and joy that came over her face as
we talked that day,” Carnes reported.
“She had taken care of an important
burden in her life.”

The opportunity to help people
put their resources to work for God’s
kingdom makes Carnes’ job fulfill-
ing.
“Kentucky Baptists who utilize

the Foundation have a burning desire
to perpetuate their Christian steward-
ship to causes they deeply love and
were deeply involved in during their
lifetimes,” he explained.

“I am one of the luckiest people
in this state, in that I have the oppor-
tunity to work with the choicest
group of Christians that exist—those
who see beyond themselves to re-
sponsibility beyond their earthly
lives. They perpetuate that in tangi-

- What the Foundation Offers

The Kentucky Baptist Founda-
tion operates three primary pro-
grams to help people across the
commonwealth support Baptist
causes.

Those programs are:

B Estate stewardship coun-
seling.

The Foundation’s staff works
one-on-one with people who need
guidance about how to make
charitable gifts through their es-
tates, explained the Foundation’s
executive director, Richard Car-
nes. ,
Plans could include outright
bequests, life insurance policies,
trusts that will produce benefits,
or other gifts such as real estate,
stocks and bonds.

The Foundation represents all
Baptist causes, but it works to

ble ways by establishing support for
ministries that will continue until the
Lord comes.”

Those ministries are varied, and
growing.

The Foundation is an agency of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention
that serves Kentucky Baptists by
providing three unique programs:
Estate stewardship counseling, en-
dowment and capital giving educa-
tion and promotion, and investment

structure gifts to suit the concerns
of the donors, Carnes said.

@ Endowment and capital-
giving promotion.

. The Foundation sponsors semi-
nars on how to prepare wills and
how to establish and fund such fi-
nancial programs as scholarships
and other endowments, Carnes
noted.

B Investment management.

The Foundation manages more
than $32 million that has been
contributed to provide financial re-
sources for Baptist causes. This
helps strengthen the “permanent”
contributions individuals make to
Baptist churches and other minis-
tries, Carnes said.

Through this program, the
Foundation has distributed $5.1
million to Baptist causes during
the past four years.

management.

The Foundation receives funds to
support a wide range of Baptist caus-
es, from local churches, to associa-
tions, to the state convention and its
agencies and institutions, and to
Southern Baptist causes.

And as a service to Kentucky
Baptists, the Foundation is donor-
driven, Carnes noted: “The donor di-
rects how income from gifts is to be
distributed. We don’t decide that.
For example, a donor can come to us
and set up one fund that benefits as
many causes as he or she wants.”

To help ensure the best return on
those investments, the Foundation
staff works with a board of directors
elected by the KBC. The board is or-
ganized into committees to focus its
resources on strengthening the Foun-
dation’s specialized ministries.

That process is paying off. The
foundation currently holds $32.1
million in assets. Those assets grew
a record 37 percent last year, and
they have grown 74 percent during
the past four years.

On top of that, the Foundation
distributed $1.4 million to Baptist
causes last year, and it has distribut-

- ed $5.1 million during the past four

years.

But to Carnes, the Foundation’s
work is more than dollars and cents.
“When we deal with generous Bap-
tist people, it makes us want to work
as hard as we can to get the best re-
turn so we can maximize their gifts,”
he explains. “That’s our stewardship
responsibility to Kentucky Baptists.”
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FOR ALL KENTUGKY BAPTISTS

ANNUITY

inister's Income Tax Conferences

Conference Schedule

10:00 a.m. Tax Conference
11:15 Lunchand
Church Annuity Plan Update
1:00 p.m.  Tax Conference, continued
3:30 Conference adjourns

: Individual consultations will begin at 3:30 and
Conference Leaders continue as long as needed.

Conference Fee

- $20.00 for one person from a church
$ 5.00 for each additional person

from the same church
Conference fee covers cost of lunch for each person
attending and one copy of Church and Clergy Tax Guide

John Hancock Don Spencer, CFP by Richard Hammar ($14.95 value) for each church.
Manager Director Each attendee will also receive a copy of Minister's Income
Member Services Division Annuity Department Tax Guide published by the Southern Baptist Convention's
Annuity Board, SBC Kentucky Baptist Convention Annuity Board,
HOWTO REGISTER
1. Send a list of persons from your 4. Make checks payable to: 6. Send the above information,
: church planning to attend. Kentucky Baptist Convention . along with your church’s name
Don't forget to check 2. Include the church position for 5. Indicate which conference date = and address and conference fee(s)
the appropriate registration box each person listed. ~ and location you will be e
on page 12 of this EVENTS insert. 3. Enclose a $20.00 conference fee attending. T Rh i Annuity Department
for the first person and $5.00 for .. Kentucky Baptist Convention
each additional person from the ot ol  P.0.Box43433
same church. . Louisville, KY 40254-0433.
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FOR ALL

The 21st Century: The Challenge for Change

BAPTISTS

1993 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference

February 22-23

Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington

Ron Johnson Gary Leazer D. L. Lowrie Chuck Kelley William A. Jones Lois Jane Huddleston Alicia Williamson
Associate Professor of  Director Pastor Professor of Pastor - Music Vocational Formerly with TRUTH
Evangelism Interfaith Witness First Baptist Church Evangelism Bethany Baptist Church ~ Evangelist Mobile, Alabama
Southern Baptist Department Lubbock, Texas New Orleans Baptist Brooklyn, New York Gallatin, Tennessee
Theological Seminary  Home Mission Board Theological Seminary
Louisville Atfanta New Orleans
Keynote Speakers Musicians
Monday - 2:00 p.m. Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. Lois Jane Huddleston
Ron Johnson Chuck Kelley Chuck Kelley In concert, Monday at 6:35 p.m.
Gary Leazer William A. Jones William A. Jones Alicia Williamson
D. L. Lowrie Tuesday - 2:00 p.m. In concert, Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Monday - 6:30 p.m. Gary Leazer
Chuck Kelley D. L. Lowne

William A. Jones

Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference

Dialogue Luncheons

Conferences Leaders
Ethnic Language Ministry/Evangelism in Kentucky. ............TonyAja
Ideas for Reaching Single Adults. ......................JohnLepper

Ideas for Reaching Youth. ............ b . Kevin Shrum
Learning to Sharemy Faith. . . ......................... JimClontz
Lifestyle Evangelism. ....... ........ v e o0 e Mary Lou Crutcher
Ministers of Evangelism Reaching People................Keith Walker
Paradigms in Evangelism. ............. . . . . Ron Jobnson/Chuck Kelley

Reaching People through the Local Church. . ...................
William Jones/D. L. Lowrie

Vocational Evangelists and the 20th Century Challenge. ‘
L. C. Gray, Lois Jane Huddleston

and Alicia Williamson
Whenthecults(:omel(nockmg........................Garyleazer
World Evangelism (Foreign Missions). ................ Herman Russell
Prayerand Evangelism. . ..............cc00u 0000 .... Hary Hunter

Luncheon Reservations

For reservations to the February 23 Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference Dlalogue
Luncheons, include your individual name, address, zip code and phone number along with a
check for $8.00 (make payable to KBC) and mail to Office for Evangelism, Kentucky
Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40254-0433, by February 5.

FOUNDATION

Putting It All Together With a Will

Assure Ongoing Glfts
by Endowments

‘When you earn interest on a savings
account or certificate of deposit, your money
becomes a source of income. The same
principle can apply to giving. A bequest to a

A person’s will is generally their primary
blueprint for property distribution,
supplemented by other plans such as trusts,
insurance or other contractual plans. A will
covers property not included in other legal
agreements. Rarely does a person not need a

will as part of his or her plan to Baptist cause to establish an
distribute possessions at death. endowment goes to work
If you have an interest in earning income for the
remembering Christian causes, Baptist cause year after
your will offers another way to year.
do so. You simply instruct e If you have been giving a
your attorney to include the The Time Is certain amount each year,
Baptist cause or causes in one NOW you may want to consider
of the following ways: for what size bequest would be
*to receive a Making Your WI“ needed to endow your
percentage of the estate regular gifts. The staff of the
*to receive a specific property or an Kentucky Baptist Foundation is
amount of money available to help you with the calculations

showing what bequests would be required to
generate various amounts of income for the
Baptist cause of your choice.

For more information about wills, call
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation office at
(502) 245-4101, extension 205.

«to receive the residue of the estate

(what remains after other bequests

have been fulfilled).

You can change your will at any time.
If necessary, your bequests to Baptist causes
can be increased, decreased or redirected.

Your attorney can easily incorporate
your wishes to give to a charitable
organization in a codicil (amendment), often
making a new will unnecessary.
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APTISTS

1993 Girls in Action and Acteens Camps

CAMP DATES
Cedar Crest
June21-25 GA
June 28-July 2GA
July 12-16  GA and Acteens
July 19-23 Acteens
July 26-30 GA
August2-6 GA
Jonathan Creek
June 14-18  GA and Acteens
June21-25 GA
June 28-July 2GA

What is Girls in Action and
Acteens Gamp?

Girls in Action (GA) and Acteens Camp is a
self-contained camp which focuses on
missions and spiritual awareness for girls in
grades 4-12. The camping program is
sponsored by Kentucky’s Woman’s
Missionary Union.

What is the Purpose?

The Kentucky WMU camping program
is based upon the belief that missions-
centered camping can provide a
challenging combination of missions
education, spiritual growth and
recreational opportunities. A camper can
grow in her knowledge of God, of herself
and her world in a Christian environment
and away from the distractions of

everyday living.

Through all aspects of the camping
program, an effort is made to lead the
camper to: ‘

*An appreciation of God' s creation
and an understanding of the

responsibility of preserving that creation.
*A personal acceptance of Christ as
Savior and Lord. =

Spiritual commitment appropriate to
her readiness.

*Growth in her knowledge of Southern
Baptist missions. ' '

*An understanding and acceptance of
her role as an active participant in missions
and a concern for those who do not know
Christ.

A growing application of Christian
commitment to everyday living.

*Growth as a total person through a
balance of individual pursuits and small-
group living experiences. ’

The WMU camping program is
intended to enforce and to be part of the
total missions education program of the
church. As such, the camping program seeks
to assist the church in its task of “growing

WESTERN RECORDER M EVENTS B JANUARY 19, 1993

up” persons to be actively involved in
missions.

Where is Gamp?
Two camps are available. One is Cedar
Crest, located on the grounds of Cedarmore

Baptist Assembly in Bagdad, Kentucky.
Another camp is Jonathan Creck Baptist
Assembly, which is in the lake area near th
western Kentucky town of Hardin.

What is Camp All About Anyway?

GA and Acteens camp offers opportunities
for mental, physical, social and spiritual
growth. Campers will be involved in:
L arge and small group activities
Bible study
*Recreation
eMission study
sSwimming
*Quiet time
«Meeting a missionary
*Making new friends
Nature activities

What is the Cost?

The total camp fee is $73 which
includes four nights lodging, 12
meals, insurance and crafts. It is
recommended that the camper bring
extra money for missions offering,
canteen (approximately 90 cents per
day) and a camp shirt.

What About Housing?

8 At Cedar Crest, each camper is
housed with a counselor, assistant
counselor and 13 other girls. Each
cabin has full bathroom accommodations.
GAs at Jonathan Creek are housed in a
dormitory. Various sized rooms house three
to nine campers with one counselor in each
room. Rooms are accommodated by a bath
on the hall.

Acteens at Jonathan Creek are housed
in an air-conditioned lodge with a counselor
and eight campers in each suite. Each room
of a suite has a private bath.

How is Camp Staffed?

Cedar Crest
9 is staffed by
a camp
director,

director,
unit leaders
8 lifeguard,
| recreation
director,
; counselors

& and

¥ assistant
| counselors.
The staff is
made up of
14 college-
age young
women and
| eight-to-ten
high school
juniors or
seniors. These Christian young women
serve under the leadership of a qualified and
professional camp director and assistant
director who are well-trained in working
with children and youth.

The camp staff at Jonathan Creek
includes a camp director, program director,
unit leaders, lifeguard, recreation director
and volunteer counselors.

The central staff is made up of women
who are college-age or older who serve on
staff all three weeks of camp. A volunteer
counselor is 18 or older who may serve
under the leadership of a qualified camp
director and program director.

Registration—What Do You
Need to Know?
Pre-registration begins February 1. Forms
are available from the Kentucky WMU
office. Participants may register together as
a church group. The completed registration
form and $15 deposit for each camper is
sent to Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek. The
deadline is 14 days before the week the
camper is attending. The $58 balance is due
camp week. The $15 registration fee is fully
refundable up to four weeks prior to the
beginning date of camp; the $5 is refundable
up to Thursday noon before thev camp
week.

Actual camp site registration begins on
Monday at 1:00 p.m. Camp ends at 1:00
p.m. on Friday.



APTISTS

What About Camp for Younger How Do You Register
Girls? for the Overnights?
The Mother-Daughter Overnight is a Registration forms are available from the

camping experience for girls who have Kentucky WMU
completed the first, second and third grade office.
(primary) and their mothers. The overnight Participants may
is a mini-camp experience which includes register together
fellowship, crafts, missionary friends, as a church
swimming, prayer times, campfires plus lots group. The
more. It provides the opportunity for completed form
mothers and daughters to renew their and the camp fee
awareness of each other and their missions of $19 per
involvement as a family. person can be
sent to
When are the Mother-Daughter Cedarmore or
Overnights? Jonathan Creek
CEDAR CREST after February 1.
July 67 The camp fee is
Jllly 9_10 fully refllndable
]llly 23-24 up. to fo% weeks
X prior to the
July 30-31 Oeasiehe
JONATHAN CREEK 0% iy
June 18-19 Ovemights begin
June 2526 at 3:00 p.m. and
conclude the following day at 2:00 p.m.
What is the Cost?

The total cost of the overnight is $19 per
person, which includes overnight lodging,
three meals, insurance and crafts. Additional
expenses are money for missions offering,
canteen and camp shirt.

Summer Missions Opportunities

Jonathan Creek Volunteer

Kentucky WMU offers opportunities for

missions involvement by servingonacamp  Gounselor

staff either as a paid staffer of as a volunteer. +18 years or older
Positions are available to Christian women *Serve one or more weeks

who are missions-minded and enjoy
working with children and youth.

Cedar Crest Staff Positions
Unit Leader - College age with
prior camp experience; serves eight weeks

eAttend staff training May 21-22

Lead campers in Bible Study and other
camp responsibilities
Application Deadline: April 23

Cedar Crest Volunteer Nurse

' Lifeguard - College age; current =Serves one or more weeks
Note: This ad replaces the regular Advanced Lifesaving Certificate; serves *Nursing certification
camp mailing that Kentucky's WMU eight weeks *Responsible for medication and/or
annually produces. To receive Counselor - College age; experience treatment given to camper

additional information, contact the
state WMU office or use the info/
registration form on page 12 of this
EVENTS insert.

with Acteens or GAs helpful; serves eight
weeks

Assistant Counselor - High school
students who have finished junior or senior
year; serves five-to-eight weeks

Application Deadline: February 12

Jonathan Creek Staff Positions
Unit Leader - College age with prior

camp experience; serves three weeks
Recreation Director - College age;

experience in recreation; serves three weeks

Application Deadline: February 12

Application Deadline: May 15

Applications and job descriptions
are available from:

Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union
P. O. Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
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FOR ALL

APTISTS

CEDARMORE ASSEMBLY JONATHAN CREEK ASSEMBLY :

Cedarmore Gives and Receives

Giving

Your Cedarmore Baptist Assembly staff
tries to practice the Biblical admonition that
it is more blessed

Kentucky resident, used her creative gifts to
produce and donate a beautiful limited
edition Cedarmore painting. Mrs. Fraser is

to give than
receive. Our goal
is to provide
facilities, services
and an
atmosphere in
which you can
feel the presence
of God during
your event
experience.
Receiving
Cedarmore is also
a recipient.
Countless hours

RILNL FRAZIR

of time and many
talents are given by counselors and leaders
of the events.

We receive money for special projects,
as well as small amounts toward the
endowment of Cedarmore.

Another example is illustrated in this
ad. Mrs. Allene Fraser, an Edmonton,

an active member of Edmonton Baptist
Church and is also involved in several art
clubs and guilds.

A limited edition reproduction print (16
x 20 inch)sells for $25.00; the artist’s signed
and numbered copy is $35.00. Note cards
and postcards are also available. Proceeds
benefit the endowment fund at Cedarmore.

It's Test Time

Let’s test your knowledge:

1. What Kentucky Baptist Assembly
is located in the heart of one of the
nation’s finest vacation and outdoor
recreational areas?

2. Where could your church and/or
association group find excellent
accommodations, good food and
gracious service at reasonable rates?

The answer to these two questions:
Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly is
located three miles west of Aurora,
Kentucky. The facility is at the western
entrance of the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s Land between the Lakes.

Jonathan Creek is now offering a
special rate during this coming February

through April. Based on two people per

room, the cost per person for one night’s
lodging is $26.00. This is a savings of
$10.50. The special rate also includes
three meals, insurance and use of the
assembly facilities.

Plan your next church outing with us!

For further information, contact:

Deward Hurst, Manager
Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
Route 1, Box 418
Hardin, Kentucky 42048
(502) 354-8355

Deward Hurst, Manager

BROTHERHOOD :

Events Galore--Regional Mission Congresses, Youth Missions Workshop,
Fishing Tournament, Gonclaves, Track Meet and Summer Camps

1993 Regional
Mission Congresses

Two Royal Ambassador Congresses are
scheduled simultaneously in two different
Kentucky regions each Saturday in
February. Each congress features such
activities as an “Around the World Missions
Shoot Out” (basketball) and a RA Racer
Pinewood Derby for RAs, high school
Baptist Young Men and adults.

Chapters begin registering at 9:00 a.m.
(local time) and the congress concludes by
3:45 p.m.

The following are dates, regions and
church host sites for the congresses:
February 6

Central Region

Pleasant Grove Church

5285 Highway 44E

Shepherdsville

(502) 543-7336

Northeastern Region

Rose Hill Church

1001 Winslow Road

Ashland

(606) 3292821

February 13
Southwestern Region
Liberty Church
Route 1, Box 176
Hickory (Mayfield)
(502) 856-3578
South Central Region
Beacon Hill Church
4510 Old Monticello Road
Somerset
(606) 678-4159
February20
North Central Region
Rosemont Church
556 Rosemont Garden
Lexington
(606) 277-6147
Western Region
First Church
Comer of North Main
and Noel
Madisonville
(502) 821-3611
February 27
Southern Region
South Fork Church
4915 New Jackson Highway
Hodgenville
(502) 325-3626
Southeastern Region
Cumberland College
Williamsburg
(606) 549-2200

For more information, contact your regional Brotherhood director or the Brotherhood
Department, Kentucky Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, K'Y 40253-0433
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Youth Missions Workshop

The Youth Missions Workshop, an event for
high school students—male and female, is
scheduled for March 12-13 at Cedarmore
Baptist Assembly. The workshop is
sponsored by the state Brotherhood office
and Woman’s Missionary Union. Clowning,
puppetry, drama, magic and music are just a
few workshops available.

Pre-registration is encouraged. Contact
Youth Missions Workshop, c/o Brotherhood
Department, Kentucky Baptist Convention,
P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40254-
0433 by February 12.

Fishing Tournament
The annual Kentucky Baptist Brotherhood
Fishing Tournament is April 16-17 at
Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly. Terry
Chupp,
a Christian evangelist and professional
fisherman, will be the guest speaker at the
Friday evening rally. A Bass Tournament is
scheduled as well as a Free Catch
Toumament. Awards will be given at the
end of each day of fishing.

Pre-registration is required. Contact the
Brotherhood Department for further details.

Conclaves and Track Meets
A Conclave, which includes the Lad/
Crusader RA Racer State Championships, is
May 7 at 7:30 p.m. CDT at Jonathan Creek
Baptist Assembly. Jonathan Creek is also
the site for the May 8 Lad/Crusader Track
Meet. Events include associational run-offs
for tug-of-war teams.

Pre-registration is required. Contact
your local associational director of missions.

RA Summer Camp plans are in full swing.
Mark Monfalcone has been named the new
camp director.

If your boys and young men enjoy
High Adventure in Ropes courses, canoeing,
camping or hiking, please contact the state
Brotherhood Department to register for this

£}




FOR ALL KENTU APTISTS

Discovery '93: Youth Weeks

Cedarmore Baptist Jonathan Creek
Assembly

ot nd @XAMPL e

Youth Week Pastors $ o) Youth Week Pastors

June 14-18 0 ®

Michael Brady July 12-16

Tatesbrook Baptist Church John Chapman

Lexington, Kentucky @ Berea Baptist Church
o Berea, Kentucky

June 21-25

Mike Gilmore July 19-23

Westport Road Baptist Greg Earwood
Church First Baptist Church

Louisville, Kentucky Murray, Kentucky
June 28-July 2
Chris Johnson

First Baptist Church
Russell, Kentucky

July 26-30
Steve Ayers
Hillvue Baptist Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky

July 5-9

Kevin Shrum

Bedford Baptist Church
Bedford, Kentucky

July 12-16
Gerald Sharon

Highland Hills Baptist " - ,
Church 0

Ft. Thomas, Kentucky

August 2-6 OT}N A »
Gary Taylor

New Hope Missionary Baptist

Church

Moorman, Kentucky

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speeéh, conduct, love,
Jaith, and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.

I Timothy 4:12

Son Team Ministries
The Kentucky Baptist Convention's available for churches each week. The son Burst experiences, music, clowns, puppets, games,
Student Department will sponsor five 1993 teams serve from June 14 through SonBurst, the state Baptist Student Union discipleship, seminars, skits and serendipity
summer missions teams. All have unique August 6. All teams will be available on creative ministries team, seeks to groups. Its coordinator is Angela Perkins.
ways of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christto  weekends throughout this period. Please communicate the gospel through forms of
churches, associational events, camps, resort ~ see our listing on the back page of the creative experiences in all areas of ministry. Son Bound
areas and other plac'es of ministry. EVENTS ms,t,art under “For More Some qf the areas of ministry 0 which ﬂ?e Five college students comprise a co-ed

These teams will serve as program staff — Information. team will be involved are creative worship, rts ministry team. SonBound seeks to
of state youth camps but two teams will be creative Bible study, multi-media PO :

Continued on page 8-A
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For 4th, 5th and 6th Graders
Camper's Fee - $79.00

STUDENT MINISTRY

Continued from page 7-A

share the gospel while teaching sports skills
and motivation. They will seek to lead a
sports day camp, sponsored by a church or
association, for children and youth (grades
4-8) Monday through Friday. They will be
available for mini-sports camps, recreation
days, retreats and other activities as
requested on weekends. Tommy Johnson is
coordinator.

Son Celebration

Seven college students chosen for vocal
talent, performance abilities and spiritual
dedication will comprise the Son
Celebration Summer Missions Team.
Musical presentations can be flexible and
adapted to diverse audiences in both church
and community settings in carrying out its
ministry. Team members will be flexible
and willing also to lead in fellowship, Bible
study, recreation and other creative
ministries. Bill Ellis is director.

Son Praise

Son Praise, the state BSU revival team, is
composed of a preacher, song leader, special
music person, a pianist and a fellowship
leader. This team will be able to conduct
revival services in a local church either

FOR ALL

BAPTISTS

Children's Music Gamp

TS o>

Music Reading
Instrumental Ensemble

Cedarmore Baptist Assembly
July 19-23

For complete information, use the
request form on the back page of
KBC EVENTS.

Camp Director: Sherrie Lawhon

week-long or during weekends. They can
minister through and with the church, its
youth or total congregational membership.
The basic thrust of their ministry is to
communicate the message and life of our
Lord through their lives, talents and
testimonies. Keith Inman coordinates.

Son Share

Five college students comprise the Son
Share Players, a drama performing team.
The team leams seven to nine plays,
monologues and skits along with leadership
skills in the area of drama. The plays can be
used as introductions to sermons or as
sermons themselves. The dramas reflect and
present Jesus Christ in a Biblical and real
sense. The director is Tom Smoot.

State Handbell Festival
meets in Louisville March 5-6

This year’s State Handbell Festival is March Listed below is the repertoire for this
5-6 at the Hurstbourne Hotel and event:

Conference Center in Louisville. Christine

Anderson, an accomplished handbell Tins (2-3 octave choirs

clincian from Houston, Texas, will be the “Rhondo in C” by Wagner, Lake State Pub
featured artist. The festival H#HB0O5

offers an opportunity for “Make a Joyful Sound” by
both beginning and  Kinyon, Agape #1577
experienced handbell

choirs to enhance their

Goppers (3-5 octave
choirs)

skills. Highlights include
group ringing, individual

sl “My Shepherd Will Supply
sessions. 'I'ne_ﬁnal_ A e
W01'§h0p iy i ; Genevox #4579-15 ,
Al mOacEs, Christine Anderson

The cost per choir is Combined (all choi

“Festival Prelude on Lobe Den Herren” by
Wagner, Agape #1438

“Rejoice” by Wiltse, Handbell Magazine,
July/August/September, 1992

“He Leadth Me” by Dobrinski, Agape
#1461

$60.00. Please use the form on page 12 of
this EVENTS insert issue to request a
registration form. It is not too late to
register!




FOR ALL APTISTS

Time,to Call for Help?

ASSISTeams (Associational Sunday School

And, for the first time, a special Plan now to attend the trainer institute

Improvement Support Teams) are a proven consultant will be trained to help pastors of your choice: .

force in increasing attendance, enrollment, grow their church through effective

outreach, baptisms and ministry through outreach, evangelism, teaching and ministry February 56  Immanuel Church,
J Sunday School. utilizing Sunday School. Lexington
( Basic ASSISTeams have leaders to The Kentucky Baptist Convention’s April 16-17 First Church,
‘ train Sunday School directors, outreach/ Sunday School Department and the Baptist Madisonville

Sunday School Board offer all expense paid
training annually for all ASSISTeam
members.

evangelism leaders, secretaries (all general
officers), adult workers, youth workers,
children’s workers and preschool workers.

Contact Jeff Hicks, an associate in the
Kentucky Baptist Convention's Sunday
School Department, at (502) 245-4101 for
additional information and motel

Please Note: The 1993 Regional 1-Day Smaller Sunday School
Growth Workshops scheduled this week have been postponed
until further notice. The workshops leader, Neil Jackson, is
recovering from by-pass surgery.

VBS Summershine

Church, Mt. Washington wrote, “Early
Planning Reflects Commitment to VBS,”
which is included in the guide; Don Gowin,
pastor, Green River Memorial Baptist
Church, Campbellsville and Kentucky’s
1992 VBS Pastor of the Year, was
interviewed.

Both Compton and Gowin are

Send your recommedation letter to
Jewell Nelson, Sunday School Department,
Kentucky Baptist Convention, P. O. Box
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433. The
nomination deadline is September 15.

The 1993 Vacation Bible School theme is named VBS Pastor of .
SUMMERSHINE. And some are shinin’ in  the Year 1993. The S ERS HlN
Kentucky. winner will be
recognized at _
The Pastor’s Vacation Bible School Kentucky’s Sunday - Sy
TARGET Guide 1993 recognizes two Kentucky School Convention ok o St n ol it ko bl oo e
pastors. Billy Compton, pastor, First Baptist ~ October 8-9.

What’s New

Johnnie Human’s When Problems Come
Home (grades 4-6) contains six sessions to

DATES to REMEMBER help identify problems that arise in families,
dedicated to and involved in Vacation Bible qge = . .. - understand ways to prevent these problems
School in their respective churches. They Clinics for and know how to find help in intervening on
know Vacation Bible School’s Bible VBS Associational ;hﬂd?""l'gs b‘;':‘glf The book is $3.70 ata
: aptist Book Store.
teaching and outreach values. and ASSISTeams pus
8 Kentucky ministers involved in successful ‘ Cochran, is a similiar book for grades 1-3.
s Bible schools. There are many. If your March 6 First Church $3.50 a Baptist Book Store.
pastor is outstanding in VBS promotion and Princeton :
involvement, put it in writing. Write a letter ~ March 13 Eastwood Church I Learn About Jesus (birth through pre-
of recommendation listing as many reasons Bowling Green first), written by Peggy Ward, is a book
as you can as to why your pastor shouldbe ~ March 20 Porter Memorial Church ~ which helps preschoolers begin to gain an
Lexington understanding of Jesus as a special baby, a
March 27 First Church child, a friend and the one who helps people
London

know God. $3.95 at a Baptist Book Store.
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FOR ALL

KY BAPTISTS

CHURCH GROWTH & ADMINISTRATION ' o

Ministry to Hurts and Hopes

Deacon, Pastor, Spouse Retreats

““Pastoral care in the church is not
another program to fund, coordinate,
and feel obligated to attend. The
church is already ‘programmed’ for
pastoral care through the purpose
assigned to it by Christ (Bill
Whittaker, Search, Fall 92).” Yet the
ministry to the hurts, hopes and needs
of a congregation will not initiate itself
into action. All members of the
church are called to participate on the
pastoral care team (1 Cor. 12:25-26).
However, “‘the church becomes a
caring congregation through the
example of caring leaders
(Whittaker).”
Can anyone journey
ey through a day without
/(L'_, recognizing the pain,
{'r'/ the suffering, the hurts,
%1 and lack of hope in the

faces of humanity?
Although pastoral

/8 care is taken
seriously, the rapidly

- givers to immobility.

changing needs freeze care

How to minister to these
hurts and hopes will be shared
in conferences at the Deacon,
Pastor, Spouse Retreats in February.
You will receive information that
addresses the realistic, contemporary
needs of our congregations and
surrounding communities. This retreat
provides the opportunity to add to
already caring spirits practical,
fundamental ways to meet needs of
hurting, hopeless people.

You are invited to make lodging
reservations at Cedarmore Baptist
Assembly (502/747-8911) for February
12-13, 1993 or Kentucky Dam Village
Resort Park (1-800/325-0146). Be
sure to indicate that you are requesting
accommodation for the Deacon Retreat
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention to
receive the appropriate rates. An
$8.00 per person conference fee should
accompany your retreat reservation to

Cooperating with Christ
in the
Gities Conference

March 15-16
Bethlehem Baptist Church
5708 Preston Highway

Louisville

Speakers:
Dr. Leslie Drew Dr. Charles Lee Williamson
Senior Pastor State Missions Director
White Rock Baptist Church Baptist General Convention
Surrey, British Columbia Texas

Registration: $10 per person

Make your check payable to Long Run Baptist Association.
Mail it to: Long Run Baptist Association, 1800 Arthur Street

Louisville, KY 40202.

Sponsored by Elkhomn, Long Run and Northern Kentucky Baptist Associations,
the Kentucky Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Convennon S

Home Mission Board.
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Q)the Church Growth &
o) Administration Division

0 EVENTS Your questions for
further clarification may be

directed to the same office.

oy office. Use the registration
form included in this issue of

Associational
Bivocational Fellowships

Twenty-seven percent of pastors in Kentucky
Baptist churches are bivocational (they have

| another work vocation along with pastoring a

church). It is interesing to recall that only one
pastor was ‘‘full-time”” at the convention's
beginning, October 1837. Presently and
throughout our history our churches have been
blessed through bivocational pastors.

To express appreciation and affirm these
churches and their ministers (pastors, music
directors, efc.), the Kenucky Baptist Convention
staff and a host association join together in
conducting ‘‘Bivocational Fellowship"
gatherings. During 1993 ten (10) gatherings
will be held across the state.

Some associations have this gathering each
year. Four associations will be hosting their
first one. Check the list. If your association is
participating, contact your Director of Missions
for details regarding time and location.

Jan 19  Cirittenden (4th)

Jan 28 Blood River (5th)

Feb2  Northem Kentucky (2nd)

Feb 16 Muhlenberg (1st)

Mar 8 Caldwell/Lyon (2nd)

Mar 29 Lynn Camp (1st)

Apr 19 Daviess-McLean (4th)

Sep 13  Ohio River (1st)

Sep 14  Enterprise (4th)

Oct 18 three Forks (2nd)

Join us for a good meal, a relaxed evening
of fun & fellowship, as well as an opportunity
to receive information about how your church
can build on its strengths to reach and develop
people as disciples of our Lord.

DIRECT MISSIONS PARTNERSHIP MISSIONS

Who is a Volunteer?

A volunteer is a person who through a
personal faith in Jesus Christ has become an
active member of a Southern Baptist church
and is available to the Foreign Mission
Board for a short overseas ministry. This
period may be as short as a few weeks or as
long as two years. The volunteer has skills,
talents, abilities, knowledge or spiritual gifts
which can be used overseas as a witness to
his or her personal commitment to the Great
Commission.

Volunteers normally go to serve at their
own expense. They respond to requests
made by missionaries and/or nationals or fill
a strategic role in an overall mission strategy
for global evangelization. The volunteer is
going in response to a real need and
becomes part of the people of God on
mission. Because of this global strategy and
the cooperative nature of the mission, the
volunteer works under the direction of
Foreign Mission Board representatives.

In most cases this will be the mission

- (organization of Southern Baptist

missionaries) in the country where the
ministry is performed.
Southern Baptists volunteering to serve

overseas come from all walks of life and

from a variety of ethnic and economic
backgrounds. Most have never seen

v g

themselves as having the ability or skill to
fill needs around the world. Nearly all are
surprised at the profound sense of
satisfaction and fulfillment this kind of
involvement brings.

Have you considered the challenge and
call to respond to mission needs in Espirito
Santo, Brazil?

Contact us today for information about
the 1993 projects:

Partnership Missions Office

Kentucky Baptist Convention

P.O. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

(502) 245-4101, extension 339

William W, Marshall
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Calvin C. Wilkins
Partnership Coordinator

RAZIL

NTUCKY
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FOR ALL KENTUGKY,

‘BAPTISTS

Single Adult Retreat

March 12-13 Cave City, Kentucky

Theme: Exploring the Challenges of Singlé Life

Come experience a time of learning, sharing
and fellowship with other single adults from
across Kentucky. This conference will help
single adults and their leaders gain
understanding and encouragement for
dealing with the challenges life brings.

Registration Information
When? Conference begins at
7:30 p.m. Friday, March 12 and ends at

11:45 a.m. Sunday, March 14.

Cost: A $20 registration fee ($25 afier
February 26) includes the cost of a banquet

Small Group on Saturday evening, two continental
Conference Topics breakfasts and Friday evening refreshments.
Living with a Single Budget Lodging: Retreat participants will be:
Qualities of Healthy Relationships responsible for securing their own lodging
Caring for Aging Parents and meals. The Family Ministry Department
Single Parenting on the Run will mail registrants a Cave City
Sexuality as God’s Gift Bret Robbe Paula Kinney accommodations and rates list.
Spiritual Gifts Pastor Contemporary Christian Artist For more information please complete
Single Adult Leadership Bellevue Baptist Church Nashville the form on page 12 of this insert or call the
Stress Escape #1: Giving Out Owenshoro Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Family
and Taking In ' Ministry Department at (502) 2454101,
Stress Escape #2: Initiating Fun extension 250.

in the Ups and Downs of Life

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

Two Events--Doctrinal Study Overview and How to Have LIFE
and LIFE SUPPORT in Your Church--at the same locations
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Dates and Locations
for Both Events:
Doctrine Study Overview: o LIEE and LIFE SUPPORT
. - March 1 Northside Church The Doctrine of Salvation How to Have _I'IF and L
Princeton in Your Church
March 2 Hiliview Heights Church -
Bowling Green 1993 Southern Baptist Doctrine St 1:30 - 4:30 p.m
March 3 Carlisle Church e .
Louisville : g Le bout LIFE h as:
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon armn apou courses suci as.
March 4 Highland Heights Church - (= S |
Northern Kentucky » Disciple's Prayer Life: Walking
March 5 Clear Creek in Fellowship with God
-Bapl_lst Bible College « Step by Step through the Old Testament
Pineville s . e « Step by Step through the New Testament
For additional information contact: - Exoesiencing:God
Attend one or hoth! PR = &
Discipleship Training Department In ﬁdiﬁotr}l; learn ab0jutt tll:;,rg;w al.(.}lii Sblilt’hPORT br:;tenz:lls
. : 0 and how they camn assis g adults, mem an
Ke“t"cﬁy (])3 ag::ag:;‘; s potential memibers. In the United States, 15, 000,000 are in
7§ e e 5 : support groups. i
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 . The LIFE SUPPORT curriculum materials will provide
; (502) 245'4101 resources for churches to use in support groups that
vy’ S minister to a growing number of adults who are dealing
Douglas T. Strader, Director . - with Addiction, Alcoholism, Codependency, Grief,
Jim Clontz, Associate Director = Divorce, Depression and other problems.




Church Music
Angie Harrington, who has
served as keyboard consultant

in the Church Music -

department aince 1989,

is moving with her family to
Boston, Massachusetts.

She was responsible for
initating several new

opportunities for Kentucky
Baptists, including area

keyboard festivals and
keyboard clinics for church
accompanists. Angie also
conducted a salary survey of
church accompanists, a first
for Kentucky Baptists.

We wish Angie and her
family the best in their new
venture.

Sunday School

Looking ahead to Sunday
School-oriented events at
Ridgecrest and Glorieta this
summer:

Ridgecrest

Sunday School 1, July 24-30
Sunday School 2 (ends with
breakfast), Jusy 31-August 6
Sunday School Fast Track 1
(Friday-Tuesday breakfast),

’ August 6-10
Sunday School Fast Track 2
(Tuesday-Saturday breakfast),
August 10-14

Glorieta

Sunday School 1, June 12-18
Sunday School 2, June 19-25
Sunday School 3, June 16-

: July 2
Reservation applications and
deposit are due to the
following by February 1:
RESERVATIONS
Ridgecrest Baptist
Conference Center

Box 128

Ridgecrest, North Carolina
28770

Brotherhood

Cedarmore:

Summer camp staff training is
June 7-11.

Summer camps are

June 14-18; June 21-25;

July 12-16; July 19-21 (Lads
and Crusaders spilt week);
July 26-30 and August 2-6

Father/Son Overnight,
June 25-26
Father/Son Ovemight,
July 23-24

Jonathan Creek:

Summer camp, June 28-July
¥ 2
Father/Son Ovemnight,
July 2-3
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CHECK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

For additional information or to register, check the appropriate boxes and mail the provided form below to:
~ Executive Office, Kentucky Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433

To Receive More Information
U Cedarmore Baptist Assembly WMU
Church Growth and Administration O Cedar Crest GA/Acteens Camp Q Jonathan Creek Staff Application

Q Deacon, Pastor, Spouse Retreats Brochure and Registration Form (UL, Recreation Director)
Church Music - O Jonathan Creek GA/Acteens Camp O Jonathan Creek Volunteer Counselor Form
O All-State Youth Choir Auditions Brochure and Registration Form ~ (J Cedar Crest Volunteer Nurse Information Form
Q State Youth Choir Festival U Cedar Crest Staff Application .
Q Regional Church Music Festivals (UL, Counselor, Life Guard) TO RegISter
Q Cedar Crest Application U Annuity
(Assistant Counselor) Minister's Income Tax Conferences - Send
brochure and registration form
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone: Office : Home
Church, Association
Leadership Position,
Registration fee (if applicable) $ | Number in group (if applicable)




WMU board adopts historic changes

Continued from page 1

“will no doubt raise grave concem in
the hearts and minds of most South-
ern Baptists, including many mem-
bers of the WMU in our local church-
es.”

However, WMU leaders said they
are not moving away from the SBC
but simply acknowledging changing
times by expanding their ministry.

To emphasize that WMU will not
abandon any of its current activities,
the board asked the ad hoc committee
to supplement its recommendations
with a preamble that affirms the
SBC’s missionaries and traditional
channels of missions funding.

The preamble affirms WMU’s
support for the SBC Cooperative Pro-
gram unified budget, the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for foreign mis-
sions and the Annie Armstrong Eas-
ter Offering for home missions.

However, the preamble also af-
firms “the right of individuals,
churches and state conventions to
choose other plans for cooperative
missions giving.”

That affirmation likely will be seen
as a betrayal by the SBC’s new con-
servative leadership. They adamantly
oppose the Fellowship, a group of
moderate Baptists who say they are

H Delores Spears, Kentucky
WMU president: “The vision state-
ment, core values and recommen-
dations presented to us by the
committee reflected the divine
leading of the Holy Spirit. The
committee spent agonizing hours
in prayer and meetings. The re-
sults reflect this.”

WKay Trisler, chair of Kentucky
WMU’s special study committee:
“I was relieved that national WMU
chose not to be political but to ap-
prove recommendations which
would be inclusive rather than ex-
clusive, which is what all Southern
Baptists must do if we are to reach
the world for Christ.”

BMorris Chapman, president of
the SBC Executive Gommittee:
“By definition, an auxiliary has no
program of its own. The WMU has
existed to support SBC programs.
When an organization gets a pro-

disenfranchised from SBC leadership
roles.
WMU’s new openness may offer

- little immediate help to the Fellow-

ship. WMU Executive Director Del-
lanna O’Brien said the Fellowship is
still too small to warrant production
of tailored resource materials, so
WMU’s proposed generic resources
will have to do for now.

The recommendations would not
allow WMU to raise money for the
Fellowship or promote its missions
offering, she said. Although that could
be reconsidered, she said, too many
WMU members object to the idea
now to make it wise.

O’Brien commented that it is
“ironic that we can pray for them but
not promote their offering.”

Despite those limitations, Fellow-

-ship Moderator Pat Ayres of Austin,

Texas, called the WMU decision good
news. “With their spirit of being open
to finding ways to cooperate, we now
can begin to talk specifically.”

Other highlights of WMU’s
changes include:

I Marketing of generic materials.
This will allow WMU to produce

pieces that could be used by a variety

of evangelical groups in missions ed-
ucation. Marketing materials to non-

REACTIONS TO WMU CHANGES

" MELarry Lewis, Home Mission

gram of its own, it ceases to be an
auxiliary. It becomes its own entity
and has its own programs.”

BJohn Jackson, a California pas-
tor who chairs trustees of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board: WMU’s new direction “ne-
cessitates a full exploration ... at the
Monday (Feb. 8) session of our
February board meeting. We will
explore interpretations and implica-
tions of these adopted parameters.”

BJames Williams, Brotherhood
Commission president: “We will
need to see how these recommen-
dations work themselves out in the
churches and denomination before
we know how WMU and Brother-
hood will work together to involve
Southern Baptists in missions.
Without question, the Brotherhood
Commission will continue its his-
toric support of Southern Baptist
cooperative missions approaches.”

- bility of WMU to work with all

SBC groups already is done by some
Southern Baptist agencies, particular-
ly the Sunday School Board.

U Facilitating missions volunteers.
WMU will not employ or appoint
missionaries, but instead will link
people and resources with missions
needs around the world.

§ Commitment to social action.
Until the 1960s, WMU was active on
such social issues as race, hunger and
homelessness, O’Brien said. In reviv-
ing this emphasis, she said, WMU is
responding to changing needs.

The new emphasis calls for WMU
to highlight one social ministry each
year for intensive involvement.

B Accepting missions money.
WMU will not solicit financial contri-
butions but will accept them to sup-
port its expanded ministries or to
make up for any loss in revenue.

Some of those funds might be
needed to pay the salaries of WMU
workers now employed by the more
conservative state conventions. Some
of those positions may be eliminated
in retaliation for WMU’s openness to

. the Fellowship, board members said.

Reported by Greg Warner through
Associated Baptist Press and Herb
Hollinger and Art Toalston through Bap-
tist Press

Board president: “| certainly affirm
not only the right, but the responsi-

Southern Baptist churches, includ-
ing those affiliated with the Cooper-
ative Baptist Fellowship. However, |
question the wisdom of any SBC
agency or auxiliary identifying in a
supportive way with any schismatic
group that has set itself against
SBC leaders and agencies or has
established competitive agencies.”

HAIma Hunt, former WMU nation-
al executive director: “| am con-
vinced that God will never forsake
us as long as we stick to our pur-
pose—which we have affirmed.”

BHelen Fling, former WMU na-
tional president, quoting Yogi Ber-
ra, the Hall-of-Fame New York Yan-
kee player and manager: “The fu-
ture ain’t what it used to be!”

Vision statement

WMU exists to enable churches and believers to participate
in introducing all persons in the world to Jesus Christ.

Core values

B Priesthood of the believer: We affirm and uphold the
priesthood of the believer, while accepting the responsibili-
ties and privileges inherent therein.

M God’s call to mission: We acknowledge God’s call to
every believer to carry the good news of Jesus Christ to all
the world.

W Prayer for missions: We embrace the privilege and re-
sponsibility of prayer for missionaries and missions needs.
M Giftedness of women: We recognize, emphasize and af-
firm the giftedness of women and girls in Christian endeav-
ors.

M Social and moral issues: We acknowledge the biblical
mandate to respond to social and moral issues with ac-
tions as modeled by Jesus Christ and with a message of
his redemptive plan.

W Development of leaders: We acknowledge and accept
the responsibility for developing mission leaders.

M Partnership with Christians around the world: We cov-
enant to partner with Christians around the world, as indi-
vidually and corporately we multiply each other’s efforts to
lead a lost world to Christ. :

M Diverse organizational models: We pledge to provide
diverse, flexible organizational models through which per-
sons may participate in the global missions effort.

Recommendations

Preamble: Honoring the perspective of history, recognizing
the practicality of the present, and committing to the ex-
pansion of missions into the future, Woman'’s Missionary
Union affirms the support of Southern Baptist global mis-
sions through prayer, the Cooperative Program, the Lottie
Moon Offering for Foreign Missions and the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for Home Missions. We also affirm
the right of individuals, churches and state conventions to
choose other plans for cooperative missions giving. Fur-
ther, we affirm the missionaries and pledge to strengthen
our support of them. In response to change in our world
and our desire to be a visionary force in global missions,
we recommend that Woman’s Missionary Union:

B Recommit ourselves to missions, the reason we exist,
and relate to others who share our commitment.

M Provide prayer support and produce resources for
Sout?ern Baptist groups involved in mission, at their re-
quest.

M Produce and market generic missions education re-
sources for other evangelical groups.

B Promote and facilitate effective volunteerism in response
to missions needs.

M |dentify one social issue each year for specific interven-
tion through national projects.

M Accept contributions to be used for WMU and related
missions needs.

0’Brien: WMU has taken a position without taking sides

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)—
Woman'’s Missionary Union has tak-
en a position amid the Southern Bap-
tist Convention’s controversy, but has
not taken sides, WMU Executive Di-
rector Dellanna O’Brien said.

Speaking after WMU’s executive
board approved a slate of sweeping
changes Jan. 9-11, O’Brien said
WMU leaders have been grieved by
the polarization of the SBC.

“Surely, surely, it is possible for
one entity in our convention to em-
brace them all,” she declared. “Are we
not weary of the taking of sides? Can
we not rid ourselves of politics? Is

there no possibility for one entity to
relate to all?”

WMU is “raising the flag of mis-
sions high and inviting: ‘If you be-
lieve in God’s command to go and
teach and make disciples, then go with
us. Give total allegiance to missions—
not to people, not to agencies, not to
discrete groups—but to all expres-
sions of Southern Baptist missions.’”

O’Brien said WMU up to this
point had attempted to steer clear of
the denominational controversy that
has seen conservatives capture control
of denominational leadership and
moderates form their own association

without leaving the convention.

“Because our eyes have been fo-
cused on Jesus and our hearts directed
toward winning_.the world to Christ,
we have refused to be distracted by
this dissension,” O’Brien said.

But during the past year there have
been several attempts to draw WMU
into the fray “in spite of our reluctance
to be a part,” she said. “There has been
an attempt to ‘invite’ us to become an
agency. Our integrity regarding our
program statement revision has been
questioned. Threats have been made
if we attempt to support any other
sending agency within Southern Bap-

tist churches.”

More recently, SBC leaders de-
manded WMU “choose sides,”
O’Brien said, by aligning with one el-
ement or another. “The fact is, there
are numerous factions within our
SBC—not just two,” she said. “To fall
into step with only one precludes our
being what we were formed to be for
other Southern Baptists.”

Ultimately, the changes were made
for three reasons, she explained: for
the sake of the people in the world
who do not know Jesus Christ, for the
sake of WMU and for the sake of glo-
rifying Jesus Christ.
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WORLD VIEW

B The Russian

government has .

returned the Kremlin
cathedrals to the Russian
Orthodox Church after
75 years. St. Basil's
Cathedral in Red Square,
just outside the gates of
the Kremlin and near
Lenin’s tomb, also has
been given back.

H Alcohol-free bars run
by churches in England
are becoming so popular
that a special conference
on the topic was held last
fall. “Alcohol-free
projects range from soft-
drink bars at youth clubs
to fully fledged non-
alcoholic pubs,”
explained Lawrence
Fearon of the Evangelical
Alliance in London. The
projects are offered as
alternative gathering
places for young people
and used as tools for
evangelism.

B A Swedish builder
has completed an
agreement with the
Baptist Union of Russia
for construction of 1,000
church buildings. Goran
Oscarsson of Goteborg,
Sweden, will construct
buildings ranging from
200 to 1,000 in seating
capacity under a $53
million contract.

B Korean Christians
doubled their numbers to
12.5 million in a six-year
~ period ending in
December 1991,
according to the 1992
Yearbook of the Korean
Church.

B Southern Baptists
ended their missionary
presence in the Bahamas
Dec. 10 with the

3 departure of

" missionaries Herbert and
Caroline Jukes, who are
retiring. Bahamian
pastors have assumed
leadership of all Baptist
institutions and
programs, although the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board will
continue to relate to the
Baptist convention for
special projects as
needed. Southern Baptist
missionaries have served
in the Bahamas since
1951.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (EP)—A
delegation of American church and
business leaders will travel to an agri-
cultural region in Russia on May 1 “to
plant seeds of friendship, to plant
seeds of hope, to plant seeds of faith”
and to plant seeds in Russian fields.

David Scoates, chairman of
Churches Uniting in Global Mission’s
Russian Farm Project, made that state-
ment in an address to the Russian Par-
liament in September. The interde-
nominational organization was found-
ed one year ago by Robert Schuller,
pastor of the Crystal Cathedral in Or-
ange County, Calif.

Scoates, senior minister of Henne-
pin Avenue United Methodist Church

NEW HOPE Southern Baptist missionary
Gwen Crotts prepares for worship at new
Hope Baptist Church in Hong Kong. Croits
has been a member of the church, which
meets in an office building, since its begin-
ning. During the week, she directs a Bap-
tist Bible- and literature-publishing enter-
prise. (Photo by Warren Johnson)

Volunteers Needed for Brazil Partnership

Project #93801
Construction/Evangelism
March 18-31, 1993

15 volunteers needed

Contact: Calvin C. Wilkins, Kentucky Baptist Convention
(502) 245-4101

RAZIL

NTUCKY

Acteens

Please take note of these important dates:

Mar. 1 Deadline to apply for:
State Acteens Panelist
Request application from state WMU office
Youth Missions Workshop

Cedarmore Baptist Assembly

Group registration through Brotherhood Dept.
State Acteens Conference, Paducah

Group registration through state WMU office
P.O. Box 43433, Middletown, Ky. 40243-0433

Mar. 12-13

Apr. 2-3

in Minneapolis, said the organization
worked to bring together leaders from
mainline churches of all denomina-
tions.

“We’ve never been able to get to-
gether in theology or the sacraments
... S0 we decided to try to do some-
thing for God’s people around the
world,” he said.

A task force of 27 pastors and busi-
ness leaders from around the country
traveled to Moscow in September to
determine what assistance was need-
ed and to develop a strategy with the
Russian government that would be
most beneficial to farmers of the
former Soviet Union.

The Supreme Soviet offered the

Goalition plans Russian model farm project

group thousands of acres of farmland
in exchange for equipment and assis-
tance in farming.

“We're doing this as a witness to
Christ, we’re doing this as a witness
to democracy, and we’re doing this as
a witness to the free enterprise sys-
tem,” Scoates said.

The group traveling to Russia this
year will plant a demonstration plot
for potato farming, using three meth-
ods

In the fall of 1993, representatives
of the American coalition, including
Schuller, will be present for the har-
vest. Schuller plans to feature the
landmark event in his “Hour of Pow-
er” broadcast.

"Surely the Lord is in this place...."
Genesis 28:16b

Danzinger-Byrd
Architect - Construction Manager i
200 High Rise Drive, Suite 246
502-361-0171

#
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Louisville, Kentucky

Abandoned

I am certain that many of you
heard of the tragic death of a new-
born baby girl who was abandoned
in a shopping center parking lot in
December. The baby was born
alive and relatively healthy, but
died after she was abandoned. In
recent months, four young moth-
ers from across the state have made
headlines because their
desperation and fear
have led them to do the
unthinkable, it has led
them to abandon their
babies. As I have read
these stories, I have
wondered how many
other young women are
frightened and con-
fused because they are
pregnant. How many
others will be unable to
deal with the birth of a

HOMES FOR |
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

the kind of tragedies I have de-
scribed.

Last year our First Step Preg-
nancy Counseling and Adoption
Program counseled with 63 girls
and young women. Eleven chil-
dren were placed with adoptive
families. Other young women we
counseled chose to parent and we
were able to provide
them training and sup-
port to help prepare
them for caring for their
children. You have
made this possible.

I am reminded al-
most daily of how
grateful I am to Ken-
tucky Baptists for their
support. In the eyes of a
child who has found
safety and refuge in one
of our homes; in the

child in a healthy, ap-
propriate manner?

Forty strangers gathered togeth-
er for the funeral of this abandoned
baby. Though they did not know
the child when she was alive, they
gathered to support and pray for
her in death. You, as Kentucky
Baptists, are offering your love,
suppport and prayers for the hun-
dreds of children and youth KBHC
serves each and every day. You
surround them with hope and en-
able us to give them the care and
guidance which will help prevent

Paid Column

eyes of new adoptive
families who have been blessed
with the precious gift of new life;
and in the eyes of all those we
serve through a variety of services,
I see the hope, the promise of a
better tomorrow. These are the
gifts you give to them.
On behalf of all the children,
thank you.

Curtis Mooney is president of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.
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Networks to re-examine violence

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Three
major TV networks—ABC, CBS and
NBC—have agreed to work together
to limit televised violence, according
to an Illinois senator whose legislation
allowed the networks to work togeth-
er on the problem.

The results of the joint standards
on TV violence probably will show up
in programming for the fall of 1993,
said Sen. Paul Simon, D-Ill., who fa-
cilitated the joint agreement.

At a Dec. 11 press conference, Si-
mon also announced that the three net-
works are calling an industrywide
conference in Los Angeles next spring
to discuss TV violence further. A rep-
resentative of the motion picture in-
dustry has agreed to participate in the
meeting, Simon added.

Simon sponsored a bill that tempo-
rarily exempts the television industry
from antitrust laws, allowing the three
networks to work together on the
problem of program violence. His
bill—the Television Violence Act—

CLASSIFIED ADS |

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swimming
and campground. Year-round Chris-
tian fun.

POSITION: Part-time resident in-
dependent-living counselor (married
couple). Apartment funrnished in ex-
change for services. Supervise 6-8
youth in transitional living apart-
ments. Ability to teach and counsel
youth in independent living skills.
Contact Jeannette Stratton, KBHC,
(502) 585-1452.

WANTED: Full-time Minister of
Education and Youth. Contact Dale
Huff, Burlington Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 48, Burlington, Ky. 41005; (606)
586-6529.

SEEKING: FBCO is seeking full-
time coordinator, responsible for or-
ganizing activities of infants through
sixth grade, and office operations.

called for self-regulation, not censor-
ship, Simon said.

According to the broad standards,
all depictions of violence should be
relevant to the development of the
characters, theme or plot.

The standards also would prohibit:

B Gratuitous, excessive or redun-
dant violence;

§ Glamorous depictions of vio-
lence;

l Scenes showing excessive gore,
pain or physical suffering;

8§ Scenes depicting uses of force
that “on the whole” are inappropriate
for a home viewing medium;

I Replicable or unique methods of
inflicting pain;

0 Portrayals of dangerous behavior
that invite imitation;

B Realistic portrayals of violence in
children’s programs;

0 Portrayals of violence used to
shock the audience; and

0 Gratuitous depiction of animal
abuse.

Requirements include personal and
organizational skills, college/semi-
nary or equivalent, and relocation.
Send resumé to: First Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 176, Ozark, Mo. 65721,
Attn: David Howard.

FOR SALE: Steeple, baptistry, 10
sanctuary lights; Waco Baptist
Church. Contact Mariel Parks for cost
and details, (606) 623-0707.

FOR SALE: Baldwin 635 organ
for church or home, excellent condi-
tion, external speakers, (502) 336-
2834.

FOR SALE: 66-Passenger Inter-
national bus, rebuilt 345 V-8 and Al-
lison automatic transmission, new
carburetor (less than 500 miles on
work), good fuel milage, protection
cage around fuel tank, swing-out
emergency windows, air brakes.
$2,500. Call (502) 421-8987, leave

Jared Church Services

Celebrating 25 Years
Pews padded, no bottom out.
Pews repaired, moved and
anchored. Carpet—Ilatest colors
and styles.

Free Estimates
QUALITY & SERVICE GUARANTEED

P.0. Box 40136
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240
Call 1-800-477-2296

For Sleepy
MS-DOS/IBM

name and number.
e
Computers
Church Treasurer
Offering Records
Membership/Prospects ... 49.50

FREE TRIAL OFFER

30 Days -
_Satisfaction Guaranteed

m § & R INFORMATION SYSTEMS

1330 CHASE, EUGENE, OR 97402

1-503-689-3200

John Adkerson
Hosted 75 tours
_ to 67 countries
worldwide.
Go with Experience!

INSPIRATIONAL TRAVEL 1993
- Escorted by Rev. John Adkerson

Tour HL #43 ‘9 Days Holy Land & Brussels. March 8—$1,595.
: “Our 43rd Bible Land Group.
Tour HL #44 13 Days Holy Land & Europe. June 19.
*Optional extn. Switzerland, Austria and Germany.

Pastors: Call for TOUR HOST information.
Contact: John Adkerson, PO Box 451174

Atlanta, Ga. 30345 Phone (404) 414-1950

<

Making or reviewing your
will should be one of your prime
priorities for 1993. Wills in ex-
istence over three years should
be reviewed.

Consider some of the values
of a valid will. First, a willisan e
extension of your life’s goals.
You can extend your influence
and life interests into eternity
through your will. °

New Year
by

Making
Your
Will

Your will ensures that the as-

sets you have accumulated in life
will be distributed and used as you
will them to be used.

What are some additional rea-

sons for having a valid will?

You can select your executor.
You can name the person or per-
sons to serve as guardians of
your children.

You can create trusts that con-

January is Make-Your-Will Month

serve your estate and save taxes.

* You can make special bequests
to persons or institutions.

¢ You can make memorial gifts to
a worthy cause to honor a loved
one or friend.

e You can tithe your estate to an .
institution or charitable cause.

e You can distribute your assets
proportionately. to family or
friends.

O | would like more information on Wills and Estate Planning.
@ | would like more information on the Foundation and the

Kentucky Baptist Foundation

Richard G. Carnes, Executive Director
P.0. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

services it offers.

0 | would appreciate a visit from a Foundation representative

(502) 245-4101 (without cost or ob’ljgation).
Name

Address

City : State_ Zip
Telephone (Day) - (Night) -

Church
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

At least 163 Kentuckians
serve as current or
retired missionaries
through the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission
Board. Through gifts to
the annual Eliza Broadus
state missions offering,
each Kentucky
missionary receives a
$50 Christmas gift from

Kentucky Baptists

each year.

PEOPLE

Mountains to the Mississippi

B BENTON—Zion’s Cause Church
recently held an Acteen recognition
service, where Sarah Pace, Rachel
Phelps and Elizabeth Pace all re-
ceived crowns for completing the
Queen level of StudiAct. A reception
was held after the service.
B FULTON—Moscow  Church
called Troy DeWeese as pastor. He
previously served as pastor of Ledbet-
ter Church in Murray.
B GARFIELD—Garfield Church
called Elvis Egge as pastor. He previ-
ously served as pastor of Mt. Zion
Church in Cromwell.
B GREENSBURG—James Casey
Jr., director of missions in Russell
Creek and East Lynn Baptist Associ-
ations since 1980, retired Dec. 31. He
is available for revivals, conferences
and Sunday school campaigns, and
can be reached at (502) 932-3665.
B HARDINSBURG—Pat- Wren is
pastor of New Clover Creek Church.
B HAZARD—Ed Bolen retired as
pastor of Petrey Memorial Church.
B INEZ—Jimmy Grayson is serv-
ing as interim pastor at First Church.
B LOUISVILLE—Buechel Park
Church called Bruce Hardy as pas-
tor. Hardy previously served as min-
ister of pastoral care at St. Matthews
Church in Louisville.

St. Matthews Church ordained
seven as deacons Jan. 10: Hal Acree,
Eleanor Bowers, Susan Boyer-Bar-

tels, Rusty Cherry, Meta Herren,

Evalyn Moatgomery and Suzanne
Siegel.

Walnut Street Church has called
Scott Wigginton as minister of pas-
toral counseling. He will manage the
LifeCare Counseling Center and also
will counsel members and others in
the community. Wigginton previous-
ly helped direct youth activities at the
church. The church also called Jay
Close as interim minister to students.

B PERRYVILLE—Perryville
Church called Paul Peterson as pas-
tor. He previously served as pastor of
First Church in Inez.

B RADCLIFF—Randy and Sherri
Kitchens have resigned from their po-
sitions at Mill Creek Church. He
served as associate pastor, while she
was minister of family life and church
pianist. He has accepted an endorse-
ment from the Home Mission Board
to serve in active duty as a United
States Air Force chaplain. They will
be stationed at Loring AFB in Maine.

B STEPHENSPORT—Michael
Duff resigned as pastor of English
Church to accept a position in Tennes-
see.

B TAYLORSVILLE—Tommy
Purvis resigned as pastor of Little
Mount Church Dec. 31 to serve as
pastor of Calvary Church in Belmont,
Miss. Purvis’ wife, Carla, served as
secretary for the KBC minister/church
relations department.

B WILLIAMSBURG—Herbert
Wells is pastor of Ryans Creek
Church.

BHIn-ra o
LB CE-T-1"1

Doug Berky

Brad Goad

C . t. 19 2
Twenty-Fifth Annual Youth Activity, March 19-21
River Terrace Convention Center, Gatlinburg, TN

Paul & Nichole Johnson

For more information call or write King’s Players, Mel Doughty,
350 West Farthing, Mayfield, KY 42066 Phone: (502) 247-1215

Terry Salyer

Changing what seems useless into jewels

From a devout Catholic couple, contributing

Moreover, most of our staff work at a fraction

friends of Oneida, and art professors at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii: “It is always good to receive
the ‘Mountaineer’ and be reminded of what
Oneida is doing for our youth. It has been many

years since we visited.” -

A $2,000 gift from a friend in St. Louis:
“Sending this check to Oneida Institute will help
me celebrate my birthday today. I hadn’t planned
on sending another check this month but have
been so well blessed and want to share it with
OBI. You can be sure that I tell others about your

fine Christian school.”

From Naples, Fla.: “Enclosed is a
check in remembrance of my son, Joe.
As my prosperity increases, I will con-
tinue to support your wonderful youth
program. I know that Joe found self-
esteem, the Lord and was baptized
while a student in your school. He had
a troubled life, but I know he had good
memories from Oneida. We have
missed him these years but know he’s
safe from all harm.”

A very pleasant surprise at Christ-
mas was this note and $5,000 gift:
“My wife and I appreciate what Onei-
da is doing for youngsters like my

stepson. Enclosed is a donation in appreciation
for OBL.” Not many OBI parents can afford to
make such a generous donation, over and above
paying what we ask for room and board.

Students get the benefit here of a $1,300-a-
month program. The most a Kentucky child is
asked to pay is $305 a month. But well over 100
girls and boys pay absolutely nothing, and sever-
al hundred pay $100 a month or less, depending
on ability to pay. It takes a lot of gifts from many
caring friends to make up the difference. Also,
our own self-help in raising our own beef, pork,
vegetables and much else that we do to cut costs
goes a long way to make up the difference.

of normal salary or as full-time volunteers, hav-
ing other income.

The Cooperative Program is normally our
largest single donor and that totalled $305,000

last year. It took $3,100,000 more, for a grand

total of $3,405,000 last year.

The following note with its $50 donation is
typical of the thousands who make possible the
Oneida miracle: “I came with a bus load of se-
nior citizens from Jeffersontown Baptist Church
last summer. I was so impressed with what you

do with a ‘mite,” whether it be money or a very

ONEIDA
JOURNAL

Barkley Moore

Paid Column

difficult boy or girl. You and your
staff are the loving hands of God to
change what seems useless to price-
less jewels. I am 88 years old and was
a teacher years ago when the three Rs
and discipline were in vogue.”

From Elizabethtown with $200:
“Since visiting your campus, we have
not been able to forget the wonderful
ministry you provide at Oneida. Ac-
cept this gift as a bit of appreciation
for all OBI does to help our youth suc-
ceed in life and help them love our
Lord. We plan to be more financially
active in your work in 1993.”

A Marco Island, Floridian, sending $200,
writes: “The enclosed contribution is sent in the
name of my sister, who lives in Louisville, as part
of her Christmas present.”

From an Oneida graduate, a Kentucky young
man now living in Augsberg, Germany: “I’m
very blessed. I’m working in a German medical
laboratory. Also I am preparing to go to film
school in Munich to become a director. I want to
make films that will help people in the world bet-
ter understand each other, the problems in the
world, and to improve on both.”

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

During my first few weeks at
Clear Creek, faculty-staff mem-
bers shared what they considered
the main strengths and weaknesses
of the school. In-service Guidance
Director Julia McCall noted a
strength was “a good faculty and
staff.” Many would say she and her
husband, Louis, are prime exam-
ples of that fact.

The McCalls moved to campus
in 1981 with 20 years’ experience
as Southern Baptist missionaries in
Thailand and Guam,
and four years at Boyce
Bible School, Louis-
ville. Their missionary
heart continues to influ-
ence students and
churches.

Dr. McCall was re-
cently elected professor
emeritus of religious
education. Prior to “re-
tirement,” he directed
in-service guidance for
five years, taught ethics
and religious education
courses, and was academic dean
for two years. He led the school
through the initial self-study result-
ing in accreditation, a process he
describes as “a great adventure.”

When he became dean, his wife
moved from the secretary’s desk to
in-service guidance director. “She
was already doing most of the
work!” Mrs. McCall enjoys the
campus family atmosphere. “My
prayer life has increased as I have
seen how God works with our stu-
dents. It is so good to have freedom

Louis and Julia McCall remain on mission

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Louis & Julia McCall

Paid Column

to work at what God has given me
to do,” she noted. The quality of
her work is affirmed by Home
Mission Board worker Bill Nep-
tune: “Clear Creek has one of the
better Christian service programs
among SBC schools.”

Since 1982 the McCalls have
led an encounter group which
started as an extension class. Ten
to 12 people from several church-
es meet each Tuesday night for
study, prayer and support. Two of
the group have since
graduated from Clear
Creek. At their Christ-
mas party one couple
acknowledged they
were about to break up
two years before, but
the support and guid-
ance helped them over-
come and find new di-
rection.

Another testified, “I
could not have survived
without this group.”
Group members fre-
quently seek the McCalls for per-
sonal counseling. “I thought the
group would probably end after a
year. It has not become ingrown.
Many have had critical needs met
and went on to help others,” Mrs.
McCall affirmed.

I certainly agree with Louis and
Julia McCall. “We really didn’t
leave the mission field, we just
changed locations.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977




Mission pastor needs one more miracle in Hawaii

WAIKOLOA, Hawaii (BP)—
Russell Morris has seen miracles since
becoming a mission pastor in Hawaii
in 1989, but God willing, he needs one
more.

He’s seen miracles like getting a
chance to buy 12.3 acres of property
. in Hawaii’s fastest-growing boom
town for $325,000. Now he needs a
miracle to ensure he has the health to
continue his ministry there.

The property miracle began when
developers of Waikoloa, a once-
sleepy retirement village on the island
of Hawaii, invited the church into
their community to provide day care
for construction workers and employ-
ees at new businesses, including a lux-
ury resort hotel. The developers want-
ed a good program, with as few ad-
ministrative headaches as possible,
run by someone more interested in

contributing to the community than

turning a fast buck.

The Baptists later were stunned
when the developer announced the
bargain price for the property, ex-
plaining it was a tangible expression
of how Waikoloa Baptist Church and
its day-care program had surpassed
his high expectations.

After the sale, a tax assessor val-

ued the property at $3.5 million.

“That’s a miracle,” Morris said.

The former Maryland pastor also
saw God at work in subsequent events
such as a board of zoning appeals
which gave the congregation virtually
free rein for use of its property.

“If God had not been involved in it
from the beginning, none of this
would have happened,” Morris said
with certainty.

But now his continued involve-
ment with the growing ministry in
Hawaii is threatened by a blockage in
the liver, which all concede is likely a
recurrence of cancer which necessitat-
ed radical surgery in December 1991.

At that time, Morris was admitted
to the Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale,
Ariz., for what he expected to be rou-
tine surgery to remove a growth on the
colon. During the operation, surgeons
found cancer in the gall bladder,
which they removed, and the pancre-
as, from which they shaved cancerous
tissue.

“It was horrendous surgery,” Mor-
ris explained, that many people were
surprised he survived.

During that surgery, doctors also
discovered a spot on the liver, which
they treated with rounds of chemo-

Seaman’s ministry brought
world to pastor’s doorstep

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—Illumi-
nated by the muted late afternoon sun,
John Vandercook’s living room is
National Geographic come alive.

In shadowed corners and on high
shelves rest artifacts of distant lands:
afierce warrior’s mask from Namibia,
a delicate porcelain doll from Japan,
finely crafted rosewood elephants
from India.

These items and dozens more
would indicate this is the home of a
man who has traveled the world. But
in Vandercook’s case, it is the world
which has come to him.

As the recently retired founder and
director of the New Orleans Baptist
Seaman’s Service, Vandercook has
seen thousands of men from around
the globe climb the narrow concrete
stairs to his home in a quiet residential
area of New Orleans. For 30 years
they have come in search of encour-
agement, direction and fellowship,
leaving behind the small expressions
of gratitude which now fill the
Vandercook home.

The Baptist Seaman’s Service was
started in the winter of 1962-63 and
incorporated in 1964 in New Orleans,
one of the world’s most trafficked and
internationally used ports. The minis-
try has met the physical, emotional
and spiritual needs of merchant sea-
men from virtually every seafaring
nation on earth, a daunting task, but

one accomplished by meeting the

modest needs of the moment.
“It will never cease to amaze me

how grateful people are for something -

as simple as a kind word or quiet con-
versation when they are far from
home,” Vandercook recounted.

It was while serving as pastor of
Third Street Baptist Church in New
Orleans that his life’s ministry came

into focus.

“You could stand at the front door
of the church and see the ships tied up
at the docks only a few blocks away,”
Vandercook explained.

Encountering several seamen on
the street one afternoon in 1962,
Vandercook listened as the men told
of the great spiritual need among their
companions. Many seamen were far
removed from a Christian lifestyle.
Those who did know Christ, or those
who were seeking him, felt stranded
aboard ship because of transportation
difficulties and the barrier of lan-
guage.

Stirred by their plight, Vandercook
led the Third Street Church to begin a
ministry to seamen. Appreciative of
the kindness of strangers, the initial
trickle of sailors turned into a torrent
flowing to and from the church.

Within a year the sheer volume of
the ministry threatened to overwhelm
the tiny church, and Vandercook was
faced with a heart-wrenching deci-
sion: watch the seaman’s ministry
struggle for lack of attention and re-
sources or leave the church he loved
to devote himself full-time to the sea-
man’s ministry. On Aug. 1, 1964,
Vandercook’s living room officially
became the site of the first full-time
Southern Baptist seaman’s ministry.

Upon Vandercook’s retirement,
his son Philip became director of the
ministry. The Seaman’s Service is
supported by the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board, state and asso-
ciational funds, as well as direct gifts
from local churches and individuals.

And now, as a direct result of !

Vandercook’s pioneering efforts,
there are more than 30 Baptist sea-
man’s centers in port cities around the:
United States.

therapy and radiation. The new prob-
lem is suspected to be a sign that the
cancer has built a resistance to the
original treatment and is now coming
back.

Morris has curtailed some pastoral
responsibilities. He is still preaching
and doing public relations for the
church’s $1.5 million building pro-
gram. But he initiated a frank discus-
sion with two deacons to announce he
will need more help in immediate
phases of the fund-raising and build-
ing project.

He said the lay leaders are willing,
but they, too, have limits. The mission
is still small with only 24 members.
Regular visitors and tourists swell the
congregation to about 40.

The day care currently is at capac-
ity in rented facilities. But its size will
almost double in the proposed build-
ing project, from accommodating 50
to 90, adding half-day and after
school-care services.

A 4,800-square-foot sanctuary will
seat 300, and two multi-purpose
buildings will provide space for edu-
cation.

- “The church is really starting to
turn the corner,” Morris said. “We
have spent most of the time up to now

just building relationships and letting
people know they could trust us,” a
big issue in Hawaii. Lately, the num-
ber of first-time visitors is up and peo-
ple in town are more responsive.

“I think we are going to see a lot of
increase right away,” he said.

The mission has a small building
fund, about $23,000 in hand, and
Morris has written a number of friends
who he hopes may connect his church
to individuals with both resources for
and commitment to home missions.

Morris asks other Christians to
pray for his health and for opportuni-
ties for witness made possible because
of illness.

“The Lord is opening some arenas
of conversation and witness I would
not be able to have if I did not have
cancer,” he said.

For now, Morris’ whole ministry
is a contingency. “I don’t know what
the future holds,” he said. “I’m not
telling the Lord what to do, the Lord
can do what he wants to do, but I
would really like to stay here long
enough to direct this project through a
reasonable state of progress.

“I would like to stay until it’s com-
pleted, but I don’t know if that’s pos-
sible.”

LIFELONG WORK /n the
tradition of Grandma
Moses, North Carolina art-
ist Robert Doares has com-
pleted a lifelong ambition at
age 81. In 51 pencil draw-
ings, he has sketched in
great detail the significant

- events in the life of Jesus.

He has made numerous
trips to Israel, subscribes
to archaeological maga-
Zines and combs the Bible
for details. The Library of
Congress also has provided
significant help. Working
out of a faith commitment
made in 1953, the artist will
see his works on public
display for the first time at
Wheaton College’s Billy
Graham Center Museum
through February. (RNS
photo)
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‘About half the sub-
scribers to the West-
ern Recorder won't
see the page you're
reading right now.
The reason: They're
reading their church
newsletters on this
back page.

Kentucky Baptist
churches of all sizes
and locations are
discovering the Re-
corder's news page
plan saves money
and time. And
church members re-
port they are glad to
get the variety of
helpful information
included in each
week's Recorder.

Your church could
get this same great
deal for just $10 per
week, plus 15 cents
per subscribtion per
week. If you're al-
ready sending the
Recorder to every
home, the only new
cost would be the
$10 newsletter fee.
Bet you can't print
and mail your own
newsletter for that
small price!

~ To find out what oth-
ers think about the
Recorder's church
page plan, talk to
some.of our partners
in publishing listed at
right. Then call (502)
244-6470 to get your
church signed up.

Don't believe the
Recorder's back page
IS a good deal

for your

church newsletter?

Williamstown Baptist Church, Williamstown

Georgetown Baptist Church, Georgetown
Calvary Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Madisonville

First Baptist Church, Fisherville
Rockford Lane Baptist Church, Louisville
Alton Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg
Lewisport Baptist Church, Lewisport

Central Baptist Church, Maysville

First Baptist Church, Morehead

First Baptist Church, Eddyville

First Baptist Church, Oak Grove

Second Baptist Church Hopkinsville

Turner Ridge Baptist Church, Falmouth
Buena Vista Baptist Church, Owensboro
Crabtree Avenue Baptist Church, Owensboro
Lewis Lane Baptist Church, Owenshoro
First Baptist Church, Lexington

Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington

Versailles Baptist Church, Versailles
Immanuel Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Leitchfield

First Baptist Church, London

Cadiz Baptist Church, Cadiz

Hurricane Baptist Church, Cadiz

Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville
Buechel Park Baptist Church, Louisville
Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church, Louisville
Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville
Deer Park Baptist Church, Louisville

Fern Creek Baptist Church, Louisville
Jeffersontown Baptist Church, Jeffersontown
First Baptist Church, Middletown
Gethsemane Baptist Church, Louisville
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville
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'First Baptist Church, Williamsburg

Dunmore Baptist Church, Dunmore
Burlington Baptist Church, Burlington
Fairlane Baptist Church, Alexandria
Latonia Baptist Church, Govington
Bethel Baptist Church, Eubank
Lyndon Baptist Church, Louisville
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church, Louisville
Midlane Park Baptist Church, Louisville
Ninth & O Baptist Church, Louisville
Green Hills Baptist Church, Fisherville
Berea Baptist Church, Berea

Shively Baptist Church, Louisville

South Jefferson Baptist Church, Louisville
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville
West Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville
Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin
Harrodsburg Baptist Church, Harrodsburg

~Second Baptist Church, Greenville

Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, Shepherdsville
Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger

Beacon Hill Baptist Church, Somerset
First Baptist Church, Franklin

Liberty Baptist Church, Russell Springs
Greensburg Baptist Church, Greensburg
Cecilia Baptist Church, Cecilia

First Baptist Church, Sonora

Immanuel Baptist Church, Elizabethtown
Pigeon Fork Baptist Church, Waddy
Waddy Baptist Church, Waddy

Centerfield Baptist Church, Centerfield
DeHaven Memorial Baptist Church, LaGrange
Westport Baptist Church, Westport

First Baptist Church, Middlesboro

First Baptist Church, Bowling Green
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