FOR THE RECORD

Elliff declines

Tom Elliff has declined
the nomination by a
Foreign Mission Board
search committee to
became the agency’s
new president.

See page 2.

Annuity Board objects
The Annuity Board of the
Southern Baptist
Convention has filed a
request for shareholder
action against the K-Mart
Corp. to stop the sale of
pornographic materials
in K-Mart’s Waldenbooks
subsidiary. See page 2.

A Kentucky first
Kentucky Baptists’ first
Haitian mission has
begun in Louisville with
help from Lynn Acres
Baptist Church.

See page 3.

Editorial
Is “legislative ethics” an
oxymoron? See page 5.

Future WMU

Updated programs of
Woman’s Missionary
Union will appear in local
churches by 1995.

See page 8.

Perfect atiendance
One Kentucky woman
hasn’t missed Sunday

school in 53 years.
See page 10.
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Christians can change TV, author says

By Kathy Palen
Freelance Writer

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.
(ABP)—Many TV watchdog groups

miss opportunities to make a real dif-
ference in television programming
because they focus on criteria that are
too narrow, says the author of a new
book on how Christians can change
television.

When deciding whether TV pro-
gramming is worthwhile or worthless,
people should consider its artistic
quality, its morality and whether it
contributes to society in positive
ways, suggested Quentin Schultze,
author of “Redeeming Television:
How TV Changes Christians—How
Christians Can Change TV.”

Watchdog groups that criticize the
industry usually focus solely on the
morality of programming, Schultze
said. But that is only part of what
needs to be considered, he believes.

“Right now we have a lot of crum-
my programming that’s also immor-
al,” he explained. “If we listen to some

of the watchdog groups, we would,

end up with a lot of crummy program-

ming that’s not quite so immoral. That

still doesn’t improve the overall qual-

ity of the programming.”

Schultze said it is important to
teach beneficial ways of using televi-
sion to everyone involved—yviewers,
producers, directors, distributors, crit-
ics and teachers.

Schultze offered several sugges-
tions for Christians who want to make
television programming better:

8 Judge by context. Some watch-
dog groups will count the incidents of
violence in a program and judge
whether a program is good or bad on
that basis alone, he explained. But ap-
plying the same criteria to some pag-
es of the Bible, he added, might lead
people to want to tip out those pages.

“The point is that you just can’t
take individual incidents in a program
out of context,” Schultze explained.
“Morality always has a context. It’s
not that you just show something, but
that you’re saying something about
what you’re showing.”

I Consider the audience. People
frequently apply one standard of ap-
propriateness to all programs rather
than focusing on the appropriateness

of programming for the intended au-
dience, Schultze said. Programs di-
rected at children, he explained,
should be much more restrictive in
their content than programs that are on
late at night for adults.

l Take a broad view. Watchdog
groups, Schultze said, also tend to fo-
cus on what he calls the “big three”:
sex, violence and profanity. But they
also should look at whether program-
ming contains such things as racism,
sexism, nationalism or materialism,
he added.

8§ Work to get people together to
talk about television programming.
For example, Schultze said, a group
of churches could invite people from
the television industry to come for
several days of dialogue on issues re-
lated to programming.

¥ Support worthwhile program-
ming. Schultze said television produc-
ers have told him that they put much
more stock in the positive mail they
receive than in negative mail.

8 Share information. For example,
church newsletters could allot space
for members to recommend video-
tapes and television programs.

Girl’s missionary halloon led man heavenward

SODDY-DAISY, Tenn. (BP)—A
Scripture reference attached to a
child’s balloon was instrumental in a
leading an adult to faith in Jesus Christ
eight years later and more than 100
miles away. y

In 1982 Missy Hatmaker, as part
of a Sunday school project at New
Salem Baptist Church in Soddy-Dai-
sy, Tenn., released a balloon with the
message: “Behold, I (Jesus) stand at
the door and knock; if any man hear
my voice and open the door, I will
come in to him and will sup with him,
and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).

‘That was the last anyone knew

about that note—until 10 years later
when the church received a letter from
Randal Perkins of Jacksboro, Tenn.,
saying he had found the note in 1982
while on a hunting trip.

Perkins noted he read the verse, put
it in his wallet and, over the years, had
taken it out and reread the message.

“After a rough life and a friend
witnessing to me, and several people
praying for me, I was saved on Feb. 9,
1999, at the age of 31,” Perkins wrote.
He told the Soddy-Daisy church he
had been baptized, joined Wood Lake
Baptist Church in Jacksboro and had
married a Christian woman.

Hatmaker, now a young woman,
was excited to learn what happened to
her note, though, now, laws prohibit
the sending of balloons into the envi-
ronment.

“I was just tickled to death to find
out after all this time how God worked
through this balloon,” Hatmaker said.

Though sending a balloon does not
seem significant, it can be when God
is in it, said New Salem’s pastor, Ted
Painter. “To find out, 10 years later,
that this slip of paper was found and
used by God in the salvation of one
soul in Campbell County just proves
that little is much, when God is in it.”

Baptists give
Clinton hope
& hostility

WASHINGTON—Inaugural
streamers barely had time to fade be-
fore the already fragile relationship
between the Clinton administration
and the Religious Right began to tear
apart last week.

Southern Baptist officials were
among those immediately criticizing
early White House actions on issues

.of homosexuality and abortion.

However, other Baptists saw the
actions in a different light and held out
hope that the Clinton administration
would find agreement with evangeli-
cal Christians on other, less controver-
sial social issues.

President Clinton repealed several
abortion restrictions on the 20th anni-
versary of the Roe vs. Wade decision
and his third day in office.

Also within his first week in office,
Clinton pushed ahead toward repeal-
ing the ban on homosexuals and les-
bians serving in the U.S. military.

“Our vision should be of an Amer-
ica where abortion is safe and legal
but rare,” Clinton said during a Jan.
22 Oval Office ceremony in which he
signed executive orders that:

B Repealed a ban on abortion coun-
seling at federally funded family plan-
ning clinics.

 Lifted a ban on using tissue from
aborted fetuses in research that could
produce cures for afflictions such as
Parkinson’s disease, diabetes, birth
defects and spinal cord injuries.

B Reinstated the right of overseas
U.S. military hospitals to perform
abortions as long as they are paid for
by private funds.

B Ordered a re-evaluation of the
Food and Drug Administration ban on
private importation of the French
abortion pill, RU-486.

Clinton signed the executive or-
ders as anti-abortion forces protested
outside the White House. At least
75,000 abortion opponents marched
on Capitol Hill.

In a stern response, Richard Land,
executive director of the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission,
said anti-abortion forces “have not yet
begun to fight.”

Clinton’s actions were an attempt
“to break the will of the pro-life
movement,” but will not succeed,
Land declared.

“It is clear to us that President
Clinton has begun his presidency by
rapidly accelerating America’s drift
toward neo-paganism,” Land said.
“The gauntlet has been thrown down
in the struggle for our nation’s con-
science and soul.”

Land and the CLC also oppose
Clinton’s promise to lift the ban on
homosexuals serving in the military.

But another Christian ethicist said
he considers it “foolishness” to think
there have not been homosexuals in
the military all along.

“I think it is foolish as well to think
that they might be the only ones that
present some kind of sexual threat to
the people around them,” said Willi-
am Tillman, chair of the department
Q See Clinton’s first week ..., page 6



BAPTIST BITS

M Ken Lyle has been
elected executive director
of the Baptist Gonvention

~ of New England. Since
1982, Lyle has been
executive director-
treasurer of the Baptist
Convention of
Maryland\Delaware.

M Charles Swindoll’s
writings will be featured
in a new five-book study

series published by the
Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board. The series
breaks down the text of

Swindoll's best-selling

book “Growing Deep in
the Christian Faith” into
five separate study
books. Swindoll is pastor
of First Evangelical Free
Church in Fullerton, Calif.

M Arthur Walker Jr. will
retire as executive
director of the Southern
Baptist Education
Commission Sept. 1. A
former Louisville
resident, Walker served
in several roles at
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

M Contributions to the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship totalled $7.3
million in 1992, a 62
percent increase over the
previous year. Along with
that growth has come an
increase in the
percentage of funds sent
for the Fellowship’s own
programs. In 1991, 76
percent of money
contributed through the
Fellowship went to
traditional Southern
Baptist Convention
causes. That fell to 56
percent last year, leaving
more money for
Fellowship projects.

B Jimmy Carter and his
wife, Rosalynn, have
issued a formal
endorsement of the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, and the
former U.S. president
has agreed to speak at
the Fellowship’s general
assembly May 13.

BAPTISTS

Elliff declines nomination for FMB presidency

By Greg Warner
Assaciated Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)—Okla-
homa pastor Tom Elliff has declined
an offer to become president of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board.

“After much, much prayer we—
my wife and I—never arrived at a
point of peace about accepting that
position,” said Elliff, pastor of First
Southern Baptist Church of Del City,
Okla. “It would be foolish for some-
one to walk into a position of that
much importance ... without the abso-
lute, bold certainty that he is the per-
son God wants there.”

Although Elliff talked candidly
about his decision, the FMB presiden-
tial search committee continued to of-
fer only sketchy information.

In a statement released by its chair-
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man Jan. 29, the committee said it has
ended talks with an unnamed leading
candidate and will continue its search.

“The committee recently narrowed
its interest to a single candidate, only
to find with prayer an apparent mutu-
al and bilateral determination by the
candidate and the committee that the
will and timing of God rested in an-
other direction,” the statement said.

Committee Chairman Joel Grego-
ry, the only committee member autho-
rized to discuss the group’s work, de-
clined to comment further.

However, he did strongly deny a
rumor that the committee—made up
of 15 FMB trustees—would disband.

“We intend to follow the prayerful
and deliberate process already under-
way to find God’s person for leader-
ship,” Gregory said in a statement.

Elliff told Associated Baptist Press
he prayed diligently about the posi-

tion, including at least one prolonged
prayer session “from nine in the
evening to noon next day.” But he said
he never was convinced that “God
was initiating” the move.

Elliff said he told the committee
his decision Jan. 27, apparently in a
telephone conference call.:

He told ABP his struggle to find
God’s leadership centered on his call-
ing to be a pastor. “The big question
for me was, ‘Do you (God) want me
to apply this pastoral-ministry ap-
proach within the Foreign Mission
Board or remain here?’” he said, re-
ferring to his 18,000-member church
in suburban Oklahoma City.

- Elliff discounted rumors that fami-
ly circumstances, such as the failing
health of his wife’s parents, influ-
enced his decision not to return to mis-
sions work. “There is nothing more or
less happening in our lives that

doesn’t happen to any missionary. ...
Every missionary faces all kinds of
exigencies.”

In his statement for the search
committee, Gregory said the group
will continue its work but will not
have a nominee to recommend when
FMB trustees meet Feb. 8-10.

In addition to Elliff, three other
prominent megachurch pastors were
confirmed to be among the finalists
for the post—all with ties to the
SBC’s conservative movement: John
Bisagno of First Baptist Church of
Houston; Jim Henry of First Baptist
Church of Orlando; and Adrian Rog-
ers of Bellevue Baptist Church near
Memphis, Tenn.

Gregory said the committee has
considered 74 candidates and inter-
viewed four. He gave no indication
whether the other three finalists would
now be reconsidered.

Annuity Board files action against Kmart

DALLAS (BP)—The Annuity
Board of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention has filed a resolution with
Kmart Corp. that would ask share-
holders to force an end to the sale of
pornographic materials in Walden-
books stores.

The Annuity Board has asked that
the resolution be considered by Kmart
shareholders at their annual meeting
May 25. Waldenbooks is a Kmart
subsidiary.

Paul Powell, Annuity Board presi-
dent, said he has asked every church
pension board in America to support
the resolution. In addition, Powell has
asked support of all Baptist founda-
tions and state conventions.

“We have no way of knowing who
is holding Kmart stock,” said Powell,
“so we wrote to all our possible allies
in the effort to curb the sale of por-
nography.”

The resolution is a result of trustee
action on Nov. 3, 1992, following full

discussion of alternatives including
divesting the Annuity Board’s stock
holdings in Kmart.

Powell noted, “We could simply
have sold our Kmart holdings, but
selling stock has no influence on the
company. Our trustees wanted to at-
tempt a meaningful attack on the sale
of pornographic publications rather
than just protest.

“If we get no satisfactory response,
we’ll sell the stock in a prudent man-
ner,” Powell said.

Since last August, Powell has writ-
ten to Joseph Antonini, Kmart’s chair-
man and chief executive officer, ask-
ing a change.

But Powell said he is thus far dis-
mayed at corporate response by
Kmart. “In spite of the official com-
muniques to chairman Antonini, he
has not had the courtesy to reply. Such
executive insensitivity is as surprising
as it is disappointing.

“The first reply—from the corpo-

rate secretary—came only after we
filed a legal shareholder resolution re-
quest,” he noted. “We have never
heard from the chairman.

Powell said the Annuity Board res-
olution is one of at least two that have
been submitted to Antonini. The oth-
er was entered by the United Method-
ist General Board of Pensions.

The Methodist resolution asks
Kmart directors to provide sharehold-
ers with a special report on Walden-
books policies and the sale and dis-
play of adult fiction and magazines.

“The Methodist board is expected
to cast its proxy votes in favor of our
resolution just as we will cast our
votes for their resolution,” Powell
said, “but we are not permitted by cor-
porate rules to sponsor more than one
resolution.”

The two pension boards together
hold more than 1 million shares of
Kmart stock. The Annuity Board held
221,200 shares on Dec. 10, 1992.

WMU called adulteress; 0’°Brien cancelled

Recent changes adopted by South-
ern Baptist Woman’s Missionary
Union have caused one South Caroli-
na association to withdraw a speaking
invitation to Dellanna O’Brien and the
chairman of the Foreign Mission
Board to call WMU an adulterer.

O’Brien, WMU executive director,
has been removed from the 1995 pro-
gram of Waccamaw Baptist Associa-
tion’s annual meeting.

The association’s executive com-
mittee took the action by a 25-22 vote
Jan. 18.

O’Brien had been invited last year
to speak at the associational meeting
at Juniper Bay Baptist Church in Con-
way, S.C., in 1995. That church’s pas-
tor, Charles Thrower, made the mo-
tion to rescind the association’s invi-
tation to O’Brien. :

Thrower said he made his motion
for two reasons: “The main reason is
that WMU is linking up with the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship and
seems to be abandoning its historical
heritage,” he said.

He also said he “is not in favor of
women speaking from the pulpit

when they are listed as delivering a
message.”

Earlier in January, WMU adopted
a sweeping set of changes that, among
other things, will allow the missions
auxilliary to support mission efforts
by evangelical groups other than the
Southern Baptist Convention’s two
mission boards. That opens the door
for WMU to support the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, an organization of
moderate Southern Baptists who have
started a new missions organization.

Meanwhile, FMB trustee Chair-
man John Jackson compared WMU’s

decision to a woman who commits

adultery.

“That’s the way it’s going to look
to the trustees of the Foreign Mission
Board,” Jackson said.

Each year WMU raises about $80
million for the Richmond-based
FMB, which operates the SBC’s mas-
sive overseas missions program. The
FMB’s stateside counterpart, the
Home Mission Board, receives about
$38 million.

Jackson first made the adultery
comparison in an interview with the

Chattanooga Free Press before the
WMU plan was announced.

Opening the door to the Fellow-
ship is like “a woman having been
married to a man for many, many
years and all of a sudden she says, ‘I
have another man that I want to be
married to as well. I know that we’ve
had such a good working relationship,
but I know that you won’t mind if I
bring him into our bed,”” he told the
Tennessee paper Jan. 10.

O’Brien responded by calling
Jackson’s use of the adultery analogy
“unfortunate.”

“There are too many lost people in
this world for us to spend our energies
calling each other names when there
is a Great Commission mandate yet to
be fulfilled,” she said.

“If an analogy must be used, it
would be more appropriate to use one
of friendship,” she added. “When I
have friends who disagree, I don’t
take sides. I can be friends with both
of them, even if they’re not friends
with each other.”

From Baptist Press and Associated
Baptist Press reports



KENTUGKY

LOUISVILLE—Speak slow-
ly and carry a big smile.

Those are some of the require-
ments for volunteers who teach
“survival English” to refugees
and immigrants in Louisville.

The only other requirements
are i, be able to speak and write
English and to have patience with
beginners, said Diana Dang, di-
rector of Louisville’s new ethnic
center.

Dang helps coordinate Baptist
ministries to the 1,500 southeast
Asians and other immigrants es-
timated to live in the Americana
Apartments area in Louisville.

“All you need is patience and
time,” she added, explaining that
more volunteers are needed.

The newly formed ethnic cen-
ter is sponsored by Long Run
Baptist Association. Gerald Mc-
-Neely, interim director of mis-
sions and ministries, said the
work is in the formative stages.

But Dang already is laying the
groundwork for future ministries.

In addition to the English
classes that will be held at Lynn
Acres Baptist Church twice a
week beginning Feb. 15, Dang
said the center distributes cloth-
ing, blankets and other basic
items necessary for survival.

Dang, a social work student at
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, said Christians must
be seen extending love and con-
cern for refugees’ physical as
well as spiritual needs: “How are
we going to go in there and wit-
ness when we don’t minister to
their physical needs?”

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Home is where
the pumpkin soup is, in Alix Duval’s
opinion.

Duval has discovered that connect-
ing with people’s national roots can be
an effective ministry tool. So he con-
nects with Haitians through pumpkin
soup, blue and red balloons and the
Creole language.

Those connections—reminders of
home for members of the Haitian
community in Louisville—helped
Duval establish the first Haitian Bap-
tist mission in Kentucky.

Duval, who is Haitian by birth and
a U.S. citizen since 1977, arrived at
Louisville’s Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in 1991, eager to
study and begin a ministry in the area.

With the assistance of Tony Aja,
ethnic/language consultant for the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Duval
located Haitians living in the Ameri-
cana apartments. He immediately im-
plemented his own strategy for evan-
gelism: “get friends first,” then get
converts.

Duval began to visit the people. He
said at first he wanted to “be open, not
as a minister, but as a friend.”

To do that, he and his wife invited
the Haitians to a “good Haitian typi-
cal dinner.” The Duvals served rice
and beans and griot. Also, they deco-
rated with blue and red balloons, the
colors of the Haitian flag.

The 20 adults who came that day,
along with their children, “really ap-
preciated what we did,” Duval said.
“They just needed someone to care
about them.”

After he was able to build the com-

Haitian Baptist mission is state s first

FIRST BAPTISM Pastors John Meks (Ieft) and Alix Duva/ (nght) prepare for te baptlsm
of one of the first converts of Kentucky’s first Haitian Baptist mission at Lynn Acres
Baptist Church in Louisville. (Photo by Tony Aja)

munity’s trust, Duval said, he began
to inquire about spiritual matters.

“I went one Saturday to visit, and
at the first house—six converts,” he
exclaimed. A family of four, along
with two friends who were staying
with the family, all made professions
of faith in Jesus Christ that day.

Those six people formed the core
of a Bible study group that began to
meet in their home twice each week.
By October, the Bible study group had
outgrown the living room.

In the meantime, Lynn Acres Bap-
tist Church had been praying for sev-
eral years for a way to reach out to the
Cambodian, Vietnamese and Haitian
communities at the Americana apart-
ments, said Pastor John Meeks.

Aja was able to make the connec-
tion with Duval’s Bible study group,
and by Nov. 1, the Haitian group was
a mission of Lynn Acres, meeting in
the same building.

The first joint service held at Lynn
Acres Oct. 18 included the baptism of

the six Haitians who had made pro-
fessions of faith earlier in the year.

Most of the Haitians Duval reach-
es out to are refugees, although he said
some have been drawn into the minis-
try from Fort Knox.

Working with refugees takes a
great deal of understanding, the pas-
tor said. Many refugees came from
Haiti to the United States by sailboat,
spending up to 25 days on the sea.
Some stayed alive by eating tooth-
paste and drinking sea water, he said.

That’s why Duval’s ministry with
the Haitians also includes helping
them find jobs, learn to drive automo-
biles and learn to speak English. Also,
he finds ways to provide basic items
of necessity in crisis situations.

The Haitian pastor, who was or-
dained to the ministry Jan. 31, said he
would continue to plan events—like
serving pumpkin soup on New Year’s
Day—to help remind the Haitians of
their national home and point them
toward their spiritual home.

Family’s journey of faith led them to Campbelisville

Continued from page 1

there and were beginning to live com-
fortably when they determined God
wanted them to leave it all behind and
embark on a journey of faith.

The advice of a friend helped them
see the possibility of beginning a
multi-faceted ministry supported by
income from a counseling practice.

Faced with a fresh start, the Smiths
decided Campbellsville was the place
they would most like to do it.

So they sold their house, loaded up
a U-Haul trailer and headed for Ken-
tucky with their three children:
Joshua, now 5, and twins Hannah and
Rachael, now 2.

They arrived in Kentucky on
Thanksgiving Day 1991.

By using the equity from their
house as income, they figured they
could survive about six months. But
they made a commitment not to con-
sider turning back until at least one
year had passed.

Despite ready acceptance by
churches in Taylor County, that first
year was exceptionally difficult.

They first moved into one of two
log cabins on a farm they rented. One
cabin was to be their home, the other
to serve as a retreat for ministerial
families in crisis.

The wind blew right through the
walls of their house that winter, they
said. And the repairs necessary to

make the two log cabins usable were
more costly than anticipated.

Eventually their finances got so
low they couldn’t pay the rent on both
that property and the small house in
town where Smith had opened a coun-
seling office. So they moved into the
counseling office.

Through a dramatic series of
events, they then secured a lease-to-
buy option on a large house owned by
the widow of former Campbellsville
College professor L.M. Hamilton.

That property perfectly fits their
needs, they explained. In addition to
the large house, the site includes a
three-room building they use as a
counseling office and recording studio
and a restored log cabin they are de-
veloping into lodging for ministerial
couples in crisis.

“To find that combination in Ken-
tucky, let alone in Campbellsville, is
amazing,” Mrs. Smith noted. Both she
and her husband consider the proper-
ty an example of God’s answer to
prayer.

And that’s not the only time God
has worked a miracle, they explained.

Even though their financial re-
sources were stretched to the limit for
months, they never failed to pay bills
and still managed to care for their
family’s basic needs, they said.

Friends and supporters sent them
money at just the right time, Mrs.

Smith said. :

Also, the counseling practice
Smith thought would take two years
to establish took only nine months, he
said, noting he now has a full sched-
ule of clients three days a week. Mon-
days and Fridays are left open for trav-
el to and from churches for concerts
and seminars.

And God has met their needs in
other ways, they added, like the wom-
an who brought them a hot water heat-
er they had been praying for.

The woman, who works at a near-
by factory, came to the door unan-
nounced to explain that God had been
telling her all day that the Smiths
needed a hot water heater. Knowing
Smith was a counselor, she explained,
she was afraid to make such an offer
for fear he would think she was hear-
ing voices and needed counseling.

She was relieved to learn*the
Smiths really needed the hot water
heater and it was an answer to prayer.

Though the adjustment to their
new lifestyle has been difficult, Smith
said, it has been rewarding spiritually.
“It took us about seven months to re-
learn how to live by faith.”

Yet it was faith in God that led
them to embark on this venture in the
first place, the Smiths admit.

They cite two sets of events as piv-
otal in developing their burden for the
ministries they now perform.

First was the death of a 1-year-old
daughter, Sarah, when they lived in
Kansas City.

“That was a pivotal point in our
ministry,” Smith confessed. “It gave
me a real strong dose of reality.”

Even though he had served on
church staffs and had been trained in
family counseling, “I felt people’s
pain for the first time,” he added.

That experience showed them the
need for compassionate family coun-
seling based on Christian principles.

And then the need for helping min-
isterial families came home to them as
they witnessed three fellow ministers
succumb to moral failures that devas-
tated the churches they served.

After the third such experience, the
Smiths concluded something needed
to be done to help ministers deal with
marital conflicts and head off moral
lapses before they happen.

“Ministers are really set up for fail-
ure because people have such high
expectations of them and there’s no

place for them to go for help,” Smith

said.

Now the Smiths hope to overcome
that barrier by offering their log cabin
free of charge to ministers and their
spouses who seek counseling. That
will allow couples to get professional
help away from their church fields and
perhaps avoid destroying their mar-
riages and ministries.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Kentucky high school
juniors and seniors and
their parents are invited
to attend Spring
Visitation Day at
Campbellsville College in
Campbellsville Saturday,
March 27. To register,
contact the admissions
office at 200 W. College
St., Campbellsville, Ky.
42718, phone (800) 264-
6014.

B Campbellsville
College holds it annual
campus revival this week
with messages by
Stephen Ayers, pastor of
Hillvue Heights Baptist
Church in Bowling
Green.

B Kevin Donley has
resigned as head football
coach at Georgetown
College to take a similar
position at California
University, an NCAA
Division Il school in
California, Pa. Donley
was instrumental in
building a nationally
recognized football team
at Georgetown,
producing 26 All-
Americans, 27 Academic
All-Americans and three
GTE All-Americans.

B Roger Sims has been
named director of
admissions at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.
Sims previously served
as director of admissions
for Middle Tennesee
State University in
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

B Correction: An article
in the Jan. 19 issue of
the Recorder incorrectly
spelled the name of
Thurmond Coleman,
pastor of First Baptist
Church in Jeffersontown.
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What will we do?

Bill Clinton’s inauguration was
filled with words and thoughts that
stirred the heart to patriotism, and I
found myself joyfully involved. As an
American, I was excited about the
new leadership
and the promises
of positive change.
On the other hand,
as a Christian, I :
found myself almost discouraged be-
cause I wonder how conservative
Christians will respond to our new
leadership.

Will we, because of our differenc-
es, retreat to some type of monastic
isolation? Will we, because of our dif-
ferences, adopt a militant opposition?
Or will we, in spite of our differences,
extend the right hand of Christian
love, fellowship and cooperation?

May Christians everywhere do as
President Clinton urged and, “In our
own way and with God’s help answer
the call.” The call to stand for Chris-
tian principles, religious freedom, de-
mocracy and equality for everyone.
Further, may Christians everywhere,
when differing views arise, whether
among ourselves or our fellow Amer-
icans, be slow to criticize or condemn
and quick to demonstrate Christian
love in citizenship.

In the Scriptures we are mandated
to pray for our leaders (I Timothy 2:1-
2). May all Christians take an active
part in positive change. The words of
former President Reagan ring true to-
day: “I don’t believe in a fate that will
fall on us no matter what we do. I do
believe in a fate that will fall on us if
we do nothing.”

May God bless President Clinton,
Vice President Gore and their fami-
lies. And may God bless America.

Johnny W. Collett

BAPTIST FORUM

OPINION

mons brings to an end an episode of
faculty control by a majority of the
members of the trustees of Southemn
Baptist Theological Seminary.

This ongoing bashing of Dr. Sim-
mons had nothing to do with his views
concerning abortion or homosexuali-
ty. This is, and has
been since the be-
ginning, a demand
that faculty mem-
bers adhere to the
basic tenets of prejudice as espoused
by the fundamentalists. To have an
original thought or one that differs
from the narrow-minded and often
mindless doctrine of the judgmental-
ists is to find oneself in the hands of
those who still think “original sin” is
that which one can remember having
committed first. ;

The grace of Jesus Christ is ex-
tended to all of us who claim him as
Savior. For some, its depth cannot be
measured. For others, it is as deep as a
pie pan.

Nothing good happened in this la-
mentable development. As these
“storm troopers” continue to violate
the sanctity of individual priesthood
and freedom of thought by forcing
those of character from their posts, we
will see a Mickey Mouse ministry of
measured monosyllabic mutterings
mingled with meandering and mun-
dane metaphors meaning ... monism!

Edward Clark
Danville

A gentleman

Although I understand, it saddens
me to hear of Dr. Paul Simmons’ ear-
ly retirement from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Dr. Simmons served as the interim
pastor in a church to which I was
called. It was a “grass roots” church.

doctor of ministry studies. He was
courteous, thoughtful and listened
carefully as we discussed issues. He
never imposed his views on me, nor
did I ever doubt that he had deeply
held Christian convictions.
“Gentleman” comes to mind as a
word to describe him. However, a
Christian person who conscientiously
applies the gospel at the cutting edge
of contemporary life is always chal-
lenged, and sometimes charred. To

* even hint at heresy, however, is to re-

define the word.

Dr. Simmons will be missed.
When his students have their hard
times, as they surely will, the memory
of a professor who believed that con-
victions were more than mere words
will help sustain them.

May God give us others with sim-
ilar qualities. 4
Gerard E. Howell, pastor

Central Baptist Church
Lexington

See you there

One of the highlights of my year’s
activities is attending the Kentucky
Baptist Evangelism Conference. I al-
ways come away challenged to win
more people to the Lord Jesus Christ.

I want to urge the pastors and peo-
ple of our churches to attend this
year’s conference in Lexington. The
marvelous Immanuel Baptist Church
will host this year’s conference Feb.
22 and 23.

Our director of evangelism, Bill
Jaggers, has planned a fine program
this year. The list of speakers is out-
standing. The musical program looks
really exciting.

Let’s kick off a great year in evan-
gelism in our Kentucky Baptist
churches by attending this year’s con-
ference. This will prepare our hearts

Pineville The church people loved and respect-  for our spring and fall revivals. I hope

ed him. That was our first meeting, but  to see you in Lexington.
Episode ends Dr. Simmons assisted my adjustment Charles E. Stewart, president
to Kentucky. Consequently, he be- Kentucky Baptist Convention
The resignation of Dr. Paul Sim- came my faculty supervisor for my Ashland

i i heet kettle of rainwater.
waSh“lg awav our worries ] 2. Set tubs so smoke won’t blow in

Not long ago, our trusted (and bat-  first year of marriage was spent in Is-  eyes if wind is pert.

tered) washing machine gave up the
ghost after 16 years. A “scratch and
dent” sale item from Sears, it lived up
to its strong reputation. In-

teresting that its death oc- Ny RIS [i]}
curred at the same time [EETI 4 TS
Sears was saying goodbye

to its old catalog system.

I tried to repair it, and
for two washings it seems
that I had succeeded. That
was short-lived; it had to

go.

Anticipating that its
days were numbered, Al-
ice had arranged several
months before with our

~ 0

William'W.

ot

rael, and we washed all our clothes by
hand in a tub. Can’t say as it hurt us
any, but I’'m glad we don’t have to do
that now, even though a
majority of the world’s
population still does it by
hand. Only a tiny minori-
ty, like us, actually have a
washer and dryer in our
homes. A trip downtown
or to any shopping center
will reveal how many peo-
ple use a public facility
long known as a “laundro-
mat.”

New missionaries to

B Russia are washing their

daughter to purchase from

her a washing machine our daughter
had purchased from a family friend
who was moving away. That proved
to be a stroke of good intuition and a
really sweet deal.

‘When the old one was realiy dead,
we called one of the many communi-
ty service organizations to come and
pick it up. For only two days, we were
without a washer.

It stimulated some memories. Our
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clothes in a tub; some will
ultimately, perhaps, secure a wash-
er—with luck! -

A recently-made friend of mine, a
church-starter pastor in Yellowtail,
Mont., is also a collector of writings,
poems and, occasionally, trivia.

In his most recent letter to friends
and supporters he shared this very old
“Recipe for Washing Clothes” he had
discovered somewhere: .

1. Bild a fire in the backyard to

3. Shave one hole cake soap in bi-
lin’ water.

4. Sort things, make three piles, 1
pile white, 1 pile cullord, 1 pile work
britches and rags.

5. Stur flour in cold water to
smooth then thin down with bilin’
water.

6. Rub dirty spots on board, scrub
hard, thin bile. Rub cullord but don’t
bile—just rench and starch.

7. Take white things out of kettle
with broom stick handle, then rench,
blew and starch.

8. Spred tee towels on grass.

9. Hang old rags on fence.

10. Pore rench water in flower bed.

11. Scrub porch with hot soapy
water.

12. Turn tubs upside down.

13. Go put on cleen dress—smooth
hair with side combs—brew cup of
tee—set and rest and rock a spell and
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS.

I guess all I need to do now is puta
rocking chair in the utility room!

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
TEEN-AGERS




EDITORIALS

Pay attention to the legislature’s ethics reform proposal

Some folks would call “legislative ethics” an oxymoron, a self-con-
tradicting phrase.

Nevertheless, ethics in government is the focus of Kentuckians’ at-
tention as the General Assembly convenes in Frankfort this month. Law-
makers are considering governmental reform, an idea whose time came
years ago. _

1992’s BOPTROT scandal (involving the sordid relationship between
the harness racing industry and some members of the Business Organi-
zations and Professions Committee) pushed ethics reform to the front
bumer. Most legislators already knew many voters suspected that they
go to Frankfort to protect their own interests and line their own pockets,
not preserve the common good. With each indictment, BOPTROT made
sure they got the point.

BOPTROT turned out to be embarrassing, not just for the legislators,
but for citizens who put them there. Still, the scandal represented only
the symptom of a larger disease. Lawmakers are human beings, with
hopes and dreams and desires like anybody else; they probably have
more ambition than most of us.’And our system of campaign finance
and legislative process only serves to lure them to forfeit shining ideals
in favor of self-interest. -

Do you remember your high school civics class? You learned this
country and its states are governed as a representative democracy. The
people pick representatives to go to Washington and state capitals to
make decisions and pass laws that benefit the public interest. The con-
cept, according to the textbooks, is pure and relatively simple. Out in the
real world, we know that’s not necessarily so. Yes, many committed
people dedicate their lives to public service through government. But

Baptists must team up to reach

unfortunately, some of their colleagues’ heads are turned by the oppor-
tunity for greater wealth and power. So, people who can deliver money
and/or votes wind up being represented better than the average Joe or
Jane.

In this special session, the General Assembly is trying to push itself
and all of Kentucky government back toward the ideal. Legislators are
considering a proposal prepared by the state ethics task force. Its
strengths and weaknesses have been dissected by the media, and that
information has been made abundantly available. In the end, the new
law will succeed if it limits the power of money to buy legislation by
curtailing the power of PACs and lobbyists. It will ensure its continued
success if it provides for effective apprehension of bad guys while re-
maining open enough to encourage decent, hard-working citizens to step
forward and serve the commonwealth.

We can take three steps to promote its success:

0 Pray. This sounds like a trite platitude, coming from a Baptist edi-
tor. But only folks who absolutely believe in miracles will bother to pray
for government reformation.

i Pay attention. Read the newspapers and watch the news programs
while the legislature is in session. Keep up with developments, and try to
understand the proposals.

l Speak out. Let your legislators know what you think, and tell them
you expect the best. The address for senators is Legislative Research
Commission, Room 029, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky. 40601. The
address for representatives is Legislative Research Commission, Room
023, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky. 40601.

Marv Knox

our church-starting goals

If the world is going to be reached
with the message of God’s love and
grace, his people are going to have to
do the work.

Few question why Southern Bap-
tists send missionaries, start churches
and sponsor evangelism efforts. God
requires it. It’s just that simple. A

gations that will share the good news
through ministry and witness in
America by 2000.

To accomplish that, we need to
average 1,500 church starts annually
during the *90s; hence the new 15,000
Campaign.

But is starting churches really im-

more important portant? Three sta-

question is: How tistics prove the

committed are we [MEUVIRYMIV Q1] {V{ B 15,000 Campaign

about fulfilling the is important to our

Great Commission? denominational
In 1976, we gave ourselves a goal and spiritual goals:

to share the gospel with every human 1 More than 20 percent of our pop-

on earth by the year 2000. For 16
years, Bold Mission Thrust has pro-
vided our denomination with a yard-
stick for our commitment to missions
worldwide and at home.

Part of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board’s goal in Bold Mission
Thrust is to help Southern Baptists
have 50,000 New Testament congre-

ulation live in apartments and multi-
housing complexes. Of those families,
98 percent don’t attend church. If you
are looking for proof that America is
a mission field, look no further.

B In America, 325 counties have no
Southern Baptist church. Of these,
137 have more than 20,000 residents.

I In 1960, there were 5,581 people

for each Southern Baptist church. By
last year, that figure had grown to
6,587 people for each Southern Bap-
tist church. !
It would be presumptuous to sug-
gest that only Southern Baptists can
present the gospel. But the tragic in-
creases in crime, greed and abuse
should convince us that millions of
Americans remain untouched by the
transforming grace of God. That grace
is communicated only by Christians
and by New Testament churches that
minister in his name and point to a
better life both here and beyond.
Church starting and the 15,000
Campaign also are important because
new churches mean new energy. They
usually grow faster and are more
evangelistic than older churches.
What can you do to support the
15,000 Campaign?
First, pray. If God is not a part of
this endeavor, it will come to naught.

Jesus said, “Without me, ye can do
nothing” (John 15:5).

Second, encourage your church
and association to get involved in
starting new churches. The Home
Mission Board has many resources to
help with this. Call us; our number is
(404) 898-7730.

Third, consider your personal
commitment to helping start and grow
churches in your community. For vir-
tually no cost, an individual with a
burden for the unchurched can start a
home fellowship with the possibility
of becoming a mission or a church.

With the help of God and you,
Southern Baptists can achieve 50,000
congregations by the year 2000. More
importantly, however, we will have
more beacons pointing our country to
Christ.

Larry Lewis, president
SBC Home Mission Board
Atlanta

In this special
session, the
General Assembly
is trying to push
itself and all of
Kentucky
government back
toward the ideal.
You can help.

Consider how you
can play a part in
helping to start
and grow a new
Baptist church.
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“Qur vision should
be of an America
where abortion is

safe and legal but

rare.”
President Bill Clinton

“President Clinton
has begun his
presidency by

rapidly
accelerating
America’s drift
toward neo-
paganism.”

Richard Land, executive

director of the Southern

Baptist Christian Life
Commission

NATION

Clinton’s first week draws Baptist hope & despair

Continued from page 1

of Christian ethics at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas.

“The overwhelming numbers of
the population are heterosexual in ori-
entation or practice. I think we need
to be much more concerned about
their actions and attitudes,” said Till-
man, an associate in the Nashville-
based Baptist Center for Ethics.

Tillman said he objects to homo-
sexuality as a lifestyle on biblical
grounds but considers the “bashing
mentality” exhibited by some conser-
vatives to be much more destructive
to society in the long term.

- Guy Greenfield, pastor of Eastern
Hills Baptist Church in Albuquerque,
N.M.,, likewise objects to homosexu-
ality on a moral basis. “I am unalter-
ably opposed to the homosexual life-
style,” he said. “I think it is against
God’s plans for human beings. I think
it is a chosen lifestyle.”

But Greenfield said there is no ban
on homosexuals in the military of
some other countries “the govern-
ments and military institutions in
those countries don’t seem to have a
problem.”

Another Clinton promise is to sup-
port federal civil rights legislation for
homosexuals, which could make sex-
ual orientation a protected category—
similar to present legal protections for
race, ethnic origin or gender.

Land said he opposes any such at-
tempt. Greenfield agreed he sees no

need for additional legislation to pro- -

tect homosexuals.

“I’ve looked at the Bill of Rights.
I’ve looked at the Civil Rights Act of
1964. 1 think there are plenty of laws
protecting everybody,” said Green-
field, a former ethics professor at
Southwestern Seminary. “I don’t see
any need for any special legislation to
protect homosexuals.

“If you’re going to give them spe-
cial status,” Greenfield said, “why not
give it to bald people, obese people or
the anorectic? When you get right
down to it, an extremely obese person
could face major discrimination in the
job market.”

Meanwhile, some Baptists took a
forward look in the first days of the
administration to consider how
Clinton will impact other issues:

B Foreign missions. How Clinton
responds to foreign policy issues
might affect how American Christians
carry out their ministries around the
world—and how they are received.
~ For example, Muslim anger over
what they see as a hypocritical double
standard in U.S. policy could fuel
more attacks on Christians and Chris-
tian work in many Islamic areas—pri-
marily in the Mideast and Asia bu
also eventually in Bosnia.

“The people who are doing the
slaughtering and raping of (Bosnian)
women in these (Serbian prison)
camps are basically of Christian back-
ground, and the women being raped
are Muslim,” explained Jim Maroney,

director of the Foreign Mission

Board’s global desk. “It doesn’t take
a brilliant person to realize what kind
of reception Christians are going to
get when all this is over with and they
go in there and try to witness to Mus-
lims.”
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Clinton’s “look homeward” em-
phasis also could bring “the danger of
neo-isolationism that would be very
attractive with a staggering debt,”
added Clark Scanlon, who directs
FMB research and planning. “That
could bring a mood in the country that
would make the climate for foreign
missions more difficult.”

But Clinton also is expected to re-
new the call for human rights champi-
oned by Jimmy Carter in countries
with dictatorial regimes. Some na-
tions would applaud a foreign policy
based on clear human rights ideals,
mission specialists agree.

B Economy. Solving America’s
economic problems touches not only
the pocketbook but the heart of the
Christian mission—concern for one’s
neighbor and wise stewardship of re-
sources provided by God.

Clinton’s proposed economic pro-

gram includes items aimed at “Putting
People First.” These especially target
inner cities, making them eligible for
grants, tax incentives and other means
of spurring investment.

“A Christian ethic at this point is
one that underscores the need to meet
human need and to enable human be-
ings to help themselves rather than
pouring resources into things that are
not productive or constructive,” said
Robert Parham, director of the Bap-
tist Center for Ethics.

Another part of Clinton’s package
is welfare reform—providing incen-
tives for individuals receiving govern-
ment assistance to work.

M Religious freedom. Although
Zoe Baird will not become the next
U.S. attorney general, her testimony
before the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee appears to undergird the Clinton
administration’s support of the Reli-

gious Freedom Restoration Act, said
a Baptist church-state attorney.

RFRA, a bill designed to restore a
high level of protection for religious
practice, has the backing of a broad
coalition of religious and civil-liber-
ties groups but was not passed in the
last Congress.

Prior to withdrawing from consid-
eration for the attorney general post,
Baird said the bill “should be one of
the highest priorities in the early days
of the administration.”

That affirmation encouraged Oliv-
er Thomas, general counsel for the
Baptist Joint Committee and a con-
tributor to the proposed legislation,
who said the measure is “tailor-made”
for the Clinton administration.

Reported by Larry Chesser through
Associated Baptist Press; Tom Strode,
James Dotson, Erich Bridges and Louis
Moore through Baptist Press

"For we are
laborers together - .
with God..." o
(I Corinthians 3:9a)

OBSERVE RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 14, 1993

Theme: "We Wa_vlk!n Ne_wnegg}of Life” (Romans 6:4).

Lincoln N. Bingham

CONSULTANT

Thurmond Coleman, Sr.
CHAIRMAN, BAPTIST STATE

Bill Jaggefs
SUPERVISOR

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The history of race relations in America has culturally conditioned attitudes of racial and cultural
superiority as well as other forms of racism

The observance of RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY is intended only as a REMINDER that this must be
corrected. Black and white Baptists in Kentucky. already share a common Christology, Theology, and
Ecclesiology. There is of course, a difference in Methodology evident in Worship styles, Administration, and
Polity. We affirm this diversity, but pray and work diligently for greater unity.

So let's --

1) OBSERVE RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY, February 14, 1993

2) BLACK HISTORY MONTH, All of February -

3) Attend the BLACK BAPTIST PASTORS' CONFERENCE, February 9-11, 1993, at The Galt House,
Louisville (for additional information, call 502-583-6939.)

4) Attend the KEBC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE, February 22-23, 1993, Immanuel Baptist Church,
Lexington, KY (for additional information, call 502-245-4101, Office for Evangelism.)

'"WE ARE LABORERS TOGETHER WITH GOD"

Lincoln N. Bingham

Cooperative Ministers Consultant
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_farfelt tlthes

MINNEAPOLIS (EP)—A ;
_ federal judge has ordered a
church in suburban aneapohs :

to return nearly $13,500 in tithes

after concluding they were given

in a “fraudulent transfer.”
The situation, which raises

. unusual church-state issues,
_came about when two church’ :
~ members filed for personal bank-
uptcy due to the failure of their -

_ electrical contracting firm.

After applying for protecnon
- from creditors under bankruptcy
 law, the couple continued their

~ usual practice of donating 10 per-
- cent of their gross eammgs to the
‘ .Ctystal Free Church.

~ Legally, people who are offi-
: cm]ly insolvent may continue to
~ spend their money for necessi-

_ ties, such as food, but otherwise

are expected to conserve theirre-

sources for creditors. Because of

this, Robert Kressel, chief Judge

~ of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in
».Mumeapohs ruled the contribu-

tions constituted a “fraudulent

transfer” and ordered the church
to return the money.

~ The church is conmdenng an
'appeal because church leaders

 believe Kressel’s ruling is wrong.

‘Rutherford Institute.

force the

case raises interesting
state issues, said John
Whitehead, president of the

~ Unless the church had reason

o lieve the donations should

_ not have been made, the money

~ was accepted in good faith and is
‘now. owned by the church, he
‘ “And '

Abortion case gave Robertson a victory

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (RNS)
—Since it was founded three years

ago, Pat Robertson’s American Cen-

ter for Law and Justice has argued
dozens of cases before judges without
a single loss.

It was no exception Jan. 13 when
the U.S. Supreme Court handed the
conservative center a victory. The
court ruled 5-4 that civil rights laws
Ppose no barrier to anti-abortion block-
ades at women’s health clinics.

In a departure from previous prac-
tice, Robertson’s center in this case
adopted language formerly used by
the court in Casey vs. Planned Parent-
hood. It borrowed the language even
though the case is anathema to anti-
abortion groups because it confirms
Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 decision that
made abortion legal.

The creative flash came weeks be-
fore the center, which sees itself as an
alternative to the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, argued the case.

Jay Sekulow, the center’s chief
counsel, was discussing strategy with
the group’s executive director, Keith
Foumier. The new case, Bray vs. Al-
exandria Women’s Health Clinic,
tested whether federal judges could
use the so-called Ku Klux Klan Act,
an 1871 civil rights act, against pro-
testers who attempt to blockade or
shut down abortion clinics.

Fournier explained: “Jay had a cre-
ative light bulb go off. There was lan-
guage in Casey, a terrible opinion that
reaffirmed Roe vs. Wade, that said
reasonable people can disagree over
the issue of abortion.

“The question was, do you quote
Casey when you hate the opinion?”’

Outside lawyers said no, but Seku-
low and Fournier said yes.

And it worked, Fournier said.
When Sekulow used the court’s own
language to argue his point, “I could
see the justices sitting up and listen-
ing,” Fournier explained.

Land: Christians aren’t legislating morality

ATLANTA (BP)—Christians who
actively oppose abortion are not
mired in an impossible aitempt to
“legislate morality,” according to
Richard Land, executive director of
the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission.

Land was keynote speaker for a
Jan. 22 rally on the steps of the
Georgia capitol. The event, which
drew an estimated 10,000 people,
was sponsored by the Georgia
Right To Life chapter to mark the
20th anniversary of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade
decision.

Citing Romans 13, Land said the
New Testament teaches that God
established civil government to

“punish those who do evil and to
reward those who do that which is
right.” That is why society has laws
against such moral failures as
murder, theft and rape, he
reasoned.

Such laws do not impose a
morality on the offenders, Land
said, but prevent them from
imposing their immorality on
others.

“When we seek to restrict
abortion, we are not seeking to
impose our morality on mothers,”
he explained. “We are trying to
keep them from imposing their
immorality on their victims. And it
is always a fatal imposition because
the baby dies.”

PEWS

NEW & USED (800) 366-1716
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The

Christian Retreat Center
RR 1, Box 145-A, Bedford, KY 40006
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Jared Church Services

Celebrating 25 Years
Pews padded, no bottom out.
Pews repaired, moved and
anchored. Carpet—Ilatest colors
and styles.

Free Estimates
QUALITY & SERVICE GUARANTEED

P.0. Box 40136
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240
Call 1-800-477-2296

In fact, Sekulow’s argument be-
came the comerstone of the court’s
majority opinion.

Justice Antonin Scalia wrote:
“Whatever one thinks of abortion, it
cannot be denied that there are com-
mon and respectable reasons for op-
posing it, other than hatred of or con-
descension toward ... women.”

Abortion rights advocates criti-
cized the court’s opinion, saying the
court is failing to guarantee access to
legal abortions.

But many conservatives were elat-

“‘Ecstacy’ I think is the best
word,” said Fournier, who at one time
had all 11 of his full-time lawyers as-
signed to the case.

Robertson immediately used the
victory as a fund-raising tool on his
television program, “The 700 Club.”

He urged donors to give even more
money so similar victories could be
achieved.

TV anchorman
punished for
claiming bias

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP)—
A television anchorman was suspend-
ed from his job after telling a group of
conservative political activists that the
news media are “liberal” and biased
against Christians.

Lee Webb, news anchor for
WTLYV in Jacksonville, Fla., was sus-
pended by the NBC affiliate for three

. days Jan. 27 for “violating company

policy,” News Director Kevin Bren-
nan told the Florida Times-Union.

The station declined to comment
on the incident or to confirm the rea-
son for Webb’s suspension. Webb
likewise declined to comment.
“They’ve asked me not to talk about
it,” he told the newspaper.

Webb was a speaker for a Jan. 16
leadership training seminar sponsored
by the Jacksonville chapter of the
Christian Coalition, a national organi-
zation founded by TV evangelist Pat
Robertson to mobilize Christians for
conservative political action.

The seminar attracted 100-plus
people to Westside Baptist Church,
where Webb, one of several speakers,
offered advice on how the Christian
Coalition could influence the news
media.

Webb’s comments were later re-
ported in a weekly lifestyle newspa-
per in Jacksonville.

In his address, Webb mentioned
“the obvious bias that exists in the
media against you as Christians.” He
reportedly showed a videotape of an
NBC News story on the Religious
Right which he said illustrated the
bias.

“We hear complaints every day
that the news media is liberal,” Webb
told the group. “Yes, my friends, it is.”

The TV station’s action suspend-
ing Webb, though apparently legal,
brought complaints from many Jack-
sonville residents. They said WTLV,
while claiming freedom of speech for
its broadcasts, was applying a differ-
ent standard to its employees.
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B A comprehensive $4
million campaign is
underway to bring
ecology into the pews.
With $600,000 already
committed in foundation
grants, the National
Religious Partnership for
the Environment will
target congregations
with project ideas and
educational programs.
Supporters include the
National Council of
Churches, the U.S.
Catholic Conference and
some Jewish and
evangelical Christian
groups.

B Three United
Methodist groups have
asked the
denomination’s leaders
to scrap plans for
holding the church’s
1996 General Conference
in Colorado. The meeting
should be moved, they
claim, because of the
state’s adoption of a
controversial law that
prohibits cities from
passing laws to protect
homosexual rights.

I Evangelist Billy
Graham remains one of
America’s most-admired
men, according to recent
polls by USA Today/CNN
and Good Housekeeping
magazine. The
magazine’s survey ranks
Graham as the most-
admired man in America,
up from third place last
year. The USA Today/
CNN poll places Graham
fifth, behind George
Bush and Bill Clinton but
ahead of Pope John Paul
I, Ronald Reagan and
Michael Jordan.
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0’Brien assures
missionaries of
WMU support

ROCKVILLE, Va. (BP)—
The relationship between
Woman’s Missionary
Union and the Southern

Baptist Foreign Mission -

Board’s missionaries has
not changed, WMU
Executive Director
Dellanna O’Brien assured
missionaries Jan. 17.
“What we want you to
know is that WMU loves
you and will pray for you
and support you. And
that message comes
loud and clear today just
as it did almost 105
years ago” when WMU
began, O’Brien told
furloughing missionaries
during a worship service
at the FMB’s Missionary
Learning Center in
Rockville, Va.

“You are still the reason
we exist, and we have
recommitted ourselves
to be better supporters
of yours,” she
commented before
moving into a message
on needs in America and
the world and how
Christians are called to

- meet them.

0’Brien’s assurance
came a few days after
the WMU executive
board made decisions
which, she has said,
should allow the
organization to be the
one entity that can relate
to all Southern Baptists

- interested in missions.

WMU updatmg won’t be seen in churches until 1995

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—
How Woman’s Missionary Union
looks in the local church in 1995 will
be different from the way it looks to-
day, due to action taken by the South-
em Baptist WMU Executive Board
Jan. 9-13.

* WMU leaders describe the WMU
organization of the future as simpler,
more flexible and more relevant.

Changes are found in the new
“Church WMU Base Design,” a doc-
ument which defines what WMU
tasks are and what WMU organiza-
tions will be in the local church. The
new plan will become effective with
the 1995-96 church year.

The first change can be found in
WMU’s tasks. While the principles
are not different from WMU’s current
tasks, they have been simplified and
re-prioritized, Patterson said.

The tasks are:

1 “Pray for and give to missions.”

1 “Do missions.”

Il “Learn about missions.”

I “Develop spiritually toward a
missions lifestyle.”

B “Participate in the work of the
church and the denomination.”

WMU members will be encour-
aged to “do missions” more than ever
before, Patterson said.

The new plan also includes a great-
er emphasis on churchwide missions,
according to WMU leaders.

“This plan offers a continuing em-
phasis on strengthening our age-level
organizations,” said Karen Simons,
WMU churchwide involvement di-
rector. “However, it goes beyond that
to reach out to those church members
who might not wish to belong to an
organization. We have called this
‘churchwide missions.’”

Churchwide missions includes
ways all local church members can be
involved in missions: through aware-
ness opportunities, one-time events,
short-term activities and ongoing min-

istry projects.
Beginning Oct. 1, 1995, WMU

members will find the adult organiza-
tion to be more innovative and unique
than what they have today, said An-
drea Mullins, national Baptist Wom-
en specialist.

In the adult organization, women
of any age or level of spiritual maturi-
ty can come together as a result of a
common need, interest or lifestyle, she
said. Each group will select one or
more of the missions tasks as a focus.

Also under the new plan, the Girls
in Action organization will allow for
older and younger groups within the
organization. The new plan calls for
strengthening the older girls’ partici-

pation in leadership and planning and
will provide learning approaches
more relevant to older GAs.

The plan also calls for some chang-
es in Mission Friends, WMU’s mis-
sions organization for preschool boys
and girls. In the future, Mission
Friends classes can be formed by a
parent to teach a preschooler in the
home, by a church member to teach
preschoolers in his or her community
or as part of a community program
such as a day-care center.

The new plan also provides a vari-
ety of options for what will be consid-
ered an Acteens organization. Acteens
is the organization for girls in grades
seven through 12.

Steve Green

In Concert

March 16 ® 7:30 (CST)

First Baptist, Hopkinsville

For ticket information, call (502) 886-1216
Tickets are FREE but must be reserved

Report of the Travis Estate Fund
for Elderly Baptists and Ministers
and Families Crises

October 1, 1991 through September 30, 1992

Medical (elderly Baptists)..................
Ministers Crises...............
Misc. Expenses (postage, etc.) .............. $169.00
Total Expenditures .........

......................

.................... $12,122.85

Note: This assistanceis limited to members and ministers
of churches of the Daviess-MclLean Baptist Association.

$8,036.25
$3,917.60

Those were the words of my 7-
year-old son, Jason, to me this
week as I started on his third pine-
wood derby car. I had messed up
the first two and was looking
mightily discouraged as I began
the third. As I thought about his
words, I realized how easy it is to
become discouraged. There is so
much in life that we

our ministry, reaches
out to those children
and families who have
quit. These people have
faced so many burdens
in life that it was just
impossible to go on.
For a young person

“At least you didn’t quit”

have no control over, EY[§J{ES01]:] however that we are not
and we e sl oo TINTIIY sione i i vy
to work things out. es in every corner of

The church, through Kentucky charged with

Curtis C. Mooney

dare not let on that a problem ex-
ists. We must find a way of encour-
aging dads who have been down
on their luck so long that there is
actually no hope left.

The task is too big for our min-
istry alone. We are only touching
the surface of the needs around us,
and that seems overwhelming at

times. I am encouraged

reaching out to the
hopeless. You in your
church can touch peo-
ple that no one else can.

Our church in Texas
had a sign which de-
scribed the purpose of
the church. It started off

who has been abused
repeatedly there comes a time
when you do not care any more.
For a mom with no employable
skills, a house full of children and
an abusing husband, no way out
can be seen. They exist, but they
have quit life.

Our ministry must find a way to
see the silent calls for help in the
eyes of children who may never be
able to tell you all that has been
done to them. We must find a way
to help the discouraged, abused
mom who is so frightened that she

Paid Column

with “First Baptist is a
hospital for sinners.”

There are many people across
Kentucky who need that hospital
right now. Such a hospital is one
where we recognize that all fail
and all need encouragement. It is a
place where everyone accepts his
brother or sister, warts and all, and
admonishes them to continue to
run the race of life.

Curtis Mooney is president of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.

Recently next-door neighbors
Central Baptist Hospital and Cen-
tenary Methodist Church shared
similar “problems’: Both facilities
were bursting at their seams, and
neither had a place to grow.

The two groups began working
together in 1987 and devised a
mutually-favorable plan to locate
and develop desperate-
ly needed space. Today
the church, the hospital
and new Baptist mis-
sion projects are all
benefiting from this co-
operative effort.

On Sept. 13, 1992, Centenary
Methodist Church celebrated the
dedication of its new 104,000
square-foot building at 2800 Tates
Creek Road. Its former church site
adjoining Central Baptist Hospital
is undergoing demolition to make
way for expanded hospital servic-
es.

Once completed, a marker will
be erected to commemorate the
original church location.

In January 1992, Central Bap-
tist Hospital asked representatives
of Elkhorn Baptist Association and
Kentucky Baptist Convention to
identify mission/church projects
which could benefit from building
materials salvaged from the
church’s demolition.

It was learned that Victory Bap-
tist Church, a former mission of

CBH: Where caring is sharing

BAPTIST
HEALTHCARE

FOUNDATION

Paid Column

Immanuel Baptist Church in Lex-
ington, was in need of construction
supplies. Central Baptist Hospital
negotiated a salvaging contract to
include these building materials.

As aresult, Victory Baptist will
utilize many of the old structure’s
internal fixtures—support beams
from the old chapel and much of
the field stone from the
front sections of the
church.

Central Baptist Hos-
pital renegotiated with
the contractor and was
permitted to return unused stone
and building materials.

Funds received from the re-
turned materials will be donated to
KBC’s direct missions department
to be used in new church/mission
work.

Central Baptist Hospital is ded-
icated to providing its patients and
its community with services which
meet the highest of Christian stan-
dards. Assisting local churches as
they grow and serve God exempli-
fies this commitment. i

This article was provided by Cen-
tral Baptist Hospital. Any questions or
comments concerning this article
should be directed to Bill Sisson, pres-
ident, Central Baptist Hospital, 1740
Nicholasville Road, Lexington, Ky.
40503; (606) 275-6100.
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... Ministers

MINISTER’S
INCOME TAX
CONFERENCES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15............ OWENSBORO
' Third Baptist Church, 527 Allen Street

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 .............. PADUCAH
e How to File Taxes as a Minister ’First Baptist Church, 2890 Broadway
*citlowrausdRepost. i IMlinisteris THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 ........... LEXINGTON

Compensation to the IRS ‘
¢ How to Stouchue a Minictor's Immanuel Baptist Church, 3100 Tates Creek Road

Financial Support. Plan for the

best tax advantages FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19................ LOUISVILLE
® Update: The Church Annuity Plan Walnut Street Baptist Church, 200 St. Catherine Street
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE | CONFERENCE FEE CONFERENCE LEADERS

10:00 AM Tax Conference  $ 20.00 for one person from a church. John Hancock, Manager

e Member Services Division
11:45 AM fBach & Church $ 5.00 for each additional person from the Annuity Board, SBC
Annuity Plan Update

same church. .

1:00 PM Tax Conference con’t. Conference Fee covers cost of lunch for each
: person attending and 1 copy for each church
3:30 PM Conference Adjourns  of Church and Clergy Tax Guide by Richard

- . . - Hammar. ($ 14.95 value) Each one attending
Individual Consultations will begin at will also receive a copy of Minister’s Income
3:30 and continue as long as needed. Tax Guide published by Annuity Board, SBC.

Don Spencer, CFP
Director, Annuity Department
Kentucky Baptist Convention

REGISTRATION FORM
Please register the persons listed from our church to attend a 1993 Minister’s Tax Conference:

Persons who will attend: (List name & position)

We will attend the conference at on
City Date
Church:
Address:
Enclosed is $ conference fee. ($ 20.00 for first person and $ 5.00 for each additional person from the same church.)

Send form and Conference Fee to: ANNUITY DEPARTMENT, KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION, PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253.
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

On an average day in
Kentucky, 147 babies are
born, 97 people die, 130
marriages take place and
58 divorces are finalized.
This data is based on the
latest statistics available,
for 1991, from the State
Center for Health
Statistics.

Mountains to the Mississippi

B ALEXANDRIA—Main Street
Church celebrated the 25th anniversa-
1y of Calvin Perry as pastor.
B CAMPBELLSVILLE—AI Hick-
man resigned as pastor of Acton
Church.

Russ Mobley, assistant professor

_of drama and speech at Campbells-

ville College, has been elected presi-
dent of the Kentucky Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference for the second
time. Mobley, who has taught at
Campbellsville since 1971, is a grad-
uate of Oneida Baptist Institute and
University of Kentucky.

Taylor Publishing Company of
Dallas has named Campbellsville
College’s 1992 Maple Trail yearbook
as a finalist for the 1993 Yearbook
Yearbook, an annual collection of
yearbook design and copywriting ex-
cellence. Bobbi-Lynn Thompson of

Springfield served as student editor of
the 1992 yearbook.
B ELKHORN CITY—Yuma Church
called George Gaddie, interim pas-
tor, as pastor. :
B LEXINGTON—South Elkhorn
Church ordained four as deacons Jan.
24: Gary Eads, Kevin Frick, David
Humlong and David Morris.
B LONDON—Jamie Maxey, assis-
tant pastor and youth pastor at Arthur
Ridge Church, recently was ordained
to the ministry.
B LOUISVILLE—Penile Church
called John M. Sherlock as pastor.
Gary Hollingsworth has resigned
as pastor of Shively Church to be-
come pastor of First Church of Alex-
andria, Va.
The Methodist Evangelical Hospi-
tal Counseling Center invites all min-
isters to a workshop on pastoral as-

PEOPLE

sessment Feb. 9 from 9 am.-3 p.m.
Qualified counselors will present in-
formation to help ministers better as-
sist victims of abuse, depression and
grief. A $10 registration fee and res-
ervations are required. For more infor-
mation, call the center at (502) 629-
2170.

B MARION—Terry Fortner has
been called as pastor of Caldwell
Springs Church. ;

B NEWPORT—First Church or-
dained Matt Neace as a deacon Jan.
24.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Gregory
Hook is pastor of Sunnyside Church.

MISSIONARY UPDATE

B Ray and Leslie England, mission-
aries to the Philippines, are on the
field at P.O. Box 7, Baguio City, 2600
Philippines. He is a native of Camp-
bellsville; she was born in Covington.
B Herb and Caroline Jukes, mis-
sionaries to the Bahamas, are in the

Woman hasn’t missed Sunday school in 53 years

LOUISVILLE—Pearl Whobrey
hasn’t taken a vacation from Sunday
school in half a century.

Despite illness, bad weather and
out-of-town trips, this committed
Baptist woman has attended a Sunday
school class every week for 53 years.

“It’s just a part of my life,” Who-
brey said. “It has become as natural as
going to eat.”

Most of Whobrey’s 53 years were
spent at Cane Run General Baptist
Church in Louisville, where she was

Sunday school secretary for about 45

years. About five years ago, she
moved her Sunday school member-
ship to Rockford Lane Baptist
Church, also in Louisville.

Whobrey said her attendance
record began in her late teens.

“My church encouraged atten-
dance. I got involved in (Sunday
school), and always got a lot out of it,”
she said. Once the years of perfect at-
tendance began to add up, she said,
she became more and more deter-
mined to go every Sunday.

Whobrey recalled several “close

calls” when her perfect attendance
record was threatened. She said those
occasions prompted her to shovel
snow out of her driveway, visit
churches in seven different states and
even obtain special permission for a
temporary release from the hospital.

However, Whobrey said she is in-
volved in Sunday school for more rea-
sons than to maintain her attendance
record.

“I never think of it as the number
of years anymore,” she said. “I just
enjoy it.”

States at 412 East Tarpon Ave., Tar-
pon Springs, Fla. 33589. She consid-
ers Morehead her hometown.

CLASSIFIED ADS ‘,

SEEKING: The personnel com-
mittee of Valley Station Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time minis-
ter of youth. Please send resumé to:
Personnel Committee, Valley Station
Baptist Church, 5415 Valley Station
Road, Louisville, Ky. 40272.

WANTED: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Contact Bob W.
Brooks, First Baptist Church, Pike &
Lady Washington Sts., Louisa, Ky.
41230. (606) 638-4861.

FOR SALE: A.B. Dick model
310 table-top offset press, A.B. Dick
model 106 plate maker, Ditto machine
model E-21. Price negotiable; If inter-
ested, please contact Victory Memo-
rial Baptist Church, (502) 368-2521.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music. Resumé or inquiry to Burgin
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 266, Bur-
gin, Ky. 40310; Phone (606) 748-
5188.

SEEKING: National church fur-
niture manufacturer (since 1960)
seeks full/part-time commission sales
rep. in Kentucky. Van, wagon or com-
parable vehicle needed. Call Steve
Smith, (800) 234-6624. :

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swimming
and campground. Year-round Chris-
tian fun.

Four varsity teams compete at same time

Tuesday evening, Jan. 26, four Oneida varsity
athletic teams competed at the same time against
other schools. Three of the meets were at home,
one was away. Hundreds of our students and staff
were involved, including our band which played
for the first time since our director’s death.

Our boys’ and girls’ swim teams both defeated
Knox Central of Barbourville and St. Camillus
High School of Corbin in our last home meet of
this season.

Senior Scott Self broke our school’s long-
standing record in the 200-yard free-
style competition with a time of one.
minute, 58 seconds. He also set a new
record earlier, swimming 500 yards in

ONEIDA
JOURNAL

swim meet. She has been on our varsity swim
team since the sixth grade and has set several dif-
ferent girls’ records over the years. She was the
first middle school student to earn a high school
letter jacket in OBI history, doing so as an eighth
grader. She has been editor of the yearbook the
past two years, and active in many other activities
over these seven years.

‘While the swim meet was on, across the road
in the larger of our two gyms, our girls’ basketball
team was defeated by Wolfe County. But an
amazing eighth grader on the high
school varsity team, Melissa Brandon,
scored 26 points. She also was a key
runner as Oneida’s girls’ cross country

five minutes, 33 seconds.

There will be more competitions |
this season away from home, but it was
a great way for Scott to end five years
of varsity swim competition in our
home pool. He came to us as a small
seventh-grader from Arizona. Born in
Colombia, he was adopted by Ameri-
can parents when he was just an infant.
Scott has been a joy to work with these

5,

o

Barkley Moore

team won the high school regional
championship several months ago and
advanced to the state tournament.

Melissa and her younger brother
came to us from North Carolina two
years ago because their mother became
ill and was unable to care for them. A
Kentucky grandmother is their faithful
guardian.

In the meantime, our boys’ varsity

six years.

Not only an excellent swimmer, Scott has been
on our soccer team for five years. As a freshman,
he scored the winning goal that put us in the re-
gional that year. For these same years he has done
well throwing the discus and shotput each spring
in many track competitions.

He also is an excellent musician. His speciality
is the clarinet, and he also plays piano and has giv-
en many outstanding performances.

We have watched this quiet, shy boy grow into
a muscular man—always polite, with an engag-
ing $mile much of the time. We have watched him
grow and mature in his spiritual walk as well.

Senior Krissy May also had her last home

basketball team was defeating favored
Cumberland High School in our first game of the
Regional Class A tournament. It was a 79-58 vic-

tory for our boys. Oneida senior guard Larry Grit-

ton Jr. scored 30 points, and freshman guard Hen-
1y Garrison scored 19.

Our next game is against highly favored Har-
lan. Last year we defeated them to win the region-
al championship and went on to the state tourna-
ment held in Rupp Arena.

At this point our boys’ record is 17 wins, three
losses. We have won two invitational champion-
ships so far.

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Paid Column

In the summer of 1944, 9-year-
old Bill Pfoff enjoyed Royal Am-
bassador camp at Clear Creek
Springs. During the week he sent a
Kelly Hall postcard home to his
mother inscribed with a brief note.
The card came back to Clear Creek
in 1989 when Pfoff returned to
teach.

Bom in Perry County and raised
in Green County, Pfoff considered
a career in medicine. He
completed a doctor of
philosophy degree in
physiology from the
University of Southern
California and retired
from the U.S. Air Force

their dream home and fill it with
antiques.

During 1985-86 the Lord began
to work on them. Their “dream”
had not satisfied them; the needs of
people were so much more impor-
tant.

The Lord’s call resulted in sell-
ing the farm and most of the an-
tiques and moving to Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary to prepare for a
Bible teaching ministry. He gradu-
ated with a master of arts in biblical

RA camper returns to teach

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

in 1980. weekly to pray with four
After raising four to five women in the
children and four foster community.
children, the Pfoffs Sceries from the
moved to Green County Pfoffs’ life include sing-
and bought 140 acres j & Loretta Pfoff 18 @ hymn to open each
andanagingfarmhouse. __— — ~ class, having a single
For seven years they student in their home on
worked to restore and modernize the weekend when the dorm dining

Paid Column

studies and a master of theology in
biblical exposition. After a term of
supervised teaching experience on
our campus, the trustees tapped him
as an associate professor of general
education and Bible.

In August he became a full pro-
fessor. Pfoff is a licensed addiction
counselor. He and his wife current-
ly lead a campus marriage enrich-
ment class on Thursday nights.

Loretta Pfoff volun-
teers as receptionist for
the medical-dental clin-
ics. Her special calling
“is to pray for Clear
Creek.” Since coming to
the campus she has met

hall is closed, walking the old rail-
road trail, fishing trips, teaching a
couples’ class at First Baptist, en-
joying five grandchildren.

Dr. Pfoff has traced his family
roots among the German Moravi-
ans. At Clear Creek he and Mrs.
Pfoff are helping our families grow
spiritual roots.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
. Ky. 40977
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Evangelicals gaining influence in Latin America

By Mary Speidel
SBC Foreign Mission Board

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
(BP)—After centuries of struggling
for identification, evangelical Chris-
tians appear to be gaining influence in
the traditionally Roman Catholic
countries of Latin America.

For example, historian Arnoldo
Canclini has made history in Argenti-
na as the first Protestant invited to join
a national academic society.

Canclini, also an Argentine Baptist
pastor, recently was named to the Na-
tional Academy of History, one of 16
societies honoring Argentina’s lead-
ers in the arts, sciences and other dis-
ciplines.

Ten years ago he never dreamed he
would be named to the prestigious
academy, whose membership is large-
ly Roman Catholic. “It’s really a high
honor for the whole evangelical pop-
ulation,” said Canclini, who has writ-
ten more than 60 books, many on
Protestant history.

The achievement suggests Protes-
tants are gaining wider acceptance in
the traditionally Roman Catholic
country. “This may mean Protestants
are now being seen more as a part of
the nation and the nation’s past,” said
Canclini, a pastor in Buenos Aires.

Canclini’s honor points to a broad-
er cultural shift in Latin America, ac-
cording to Betty Law, the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s vice
president for the Americas who re-
tired Jan. 15. “Evangelicals are still a
minority, but they 're now an-accepted
minority. They’re no longer looked on
as a rare breed.”

Since the late 1960s, the region’s
evangelical population has soared
from 15 million to more than 40 mil-
lion people, according to Time maga-
zine. Christianity Today reports that
some observers say Latin America is
becoming Protestant more rapidly
than central Europe did during the
16th century Protestant Reformation.

In fact, some scholars believe
evangelicals could become a majority
in Latin America if the current growth
rate continues. A third of the region’s
population could be evangelical by
the year 2010, predicts anthropologist
David Stoll in his book “Is Latin
America Turning Protestant?”

But some scholars call such assess-

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Latin
American Baptists related to South-
ern Baptist foreign missions cur-
rently have the greatest potential for
growth among overseas Baptists
but face great challenges in achiev-
ing that potential.

That’s the view of Jim Slack,
church growth analyst at the South-
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
in Richmond, Va.

Baptist growth statistics in Latin
America mirror the trend of broad-
er Protestant growth in the region,
according to Slack.

Baptist growth in Latin America
has been a “sustained, continuous
growth with spurts” in certain areas,

Baptists growing in Latin America

ments unrealistic. “It’s easy to get the
impression that because there are
well-known evangelical success sto-
ries in certain countries that therefore
this is some kind of steamroller or
snowball effect,” said researcher Dav-
id Barrett, consultant at the FMB’s
world evangelization research center.

Barrett said many who write on
this subject cite statistics that do not
reflect the growth of all “evangeli-
cals”—Christians who emphasize
new life, rebirth, conversion, baptism,
the Great Commission, the Lord’s
Supper, Christ’s second coming and
the Bible.

These widely reported statistics
actually show Protestant growth, not
total evangelical growth, in Latin
America, Barrett said. In fact, millions
of Catholics call themselves “‘evangel-
icals,” such as those in the growing
charismatic Catholic movement in the
region, he added.

That kind of statistical misinterpre-
tation isn’t anything new, Barrett said.
Researchers in the late 1960s made
some of the same assessments schol-
ars today make about the region’s
Protestant growth, he said.

Barrett believes it’s correct to say
Christianity in general is “exploding
in Latin America” but added “it’s
been exploding for a long time, over
the past 100 years.”

He cited statistics to support that
view. During the past century, Protes-
tant evangelicals alone have grown
steadily from 760,000 in 1900 to 18
million in the mid-1980s with a pro-
jected total of 34 million by the year
2000. Christians in the region—en-
compassing everyone from Roman
Catholics to Baptists to Pentecos-
tals—have grown from 62 million in
1900 to 392 million in the mid 1980s.
The Christian population in Latin
America is expected to be 571 million
by the year 2,000—92 percent of the
entire population.

Barrett said recent growth in Latin
America is greatest among the charis-
matic movement in mainline church-
es—including Catholics—followed
by Pentecostals and Baptists.

No matter how growth statistics
are compiled and analyzed, most ob-
servers agree a religious awakening is
occurring in Latin America. “There’s
a spiritual hunger in Latin America,”
said Jim Slack, FMB church growth

added Joe Bruce, who directs FMB
work in Central America.

Some of the strongest growth
has occurred among Baptists in
Brazil, Mexico and Guatemala,
Slack said. These countries, along
with Peru and Argentina, reported
the region’s most new church starts
among Baptists in 1991.

Based on number of preaching
points alone, “Baptists in the Amer-
icas have the greatest potential for
growth of all regions of the world.
No question about it,” Slack said.
But a low rate of preaching points
maturing into new congregations
poses a serious threat to achieving
that potential, he believes.

analyst. “Spiritually speaking, it’s pendent Christian Movement in Ar- “Evangelicals are
their time.” gentina and a party in Venezuela still a lIIiIIOI‘itv but
And in the midst of that awaken- called “Ora,” Spanish for prayer. . g
ing, Protestant evangelicals find in- While Protestants seem to be gain- | they’re now an
creased social acceptance. “All kinds ing ground, some observers say the accepted
of evidence indicates the stigma of ~Roman Catholic Church is growing minority.”
being an evangelical is waning,” said increasingly weaker. About 400 Ro- Retired FM.B
Bill Goff, who directs FMB work in man Catholics per hour switch to Prot- Ay
Spanish South America. estant groups, according to news re- administrator Betty Law
Politics is one evidence. In 1991 ports. on the growth of
Jorge Serrano Elias, a Pentecostal, Barrett describes a different sce- | évangelical groups in
was the first Protestant elected presi- nario: While Protestants are growing, | Latin America
dent of Guatemala. He’s not the first so is the Roman Catholic Church,
one to serve as president of a Latin both through demographic growth
American country, but there’s agrow- and new evangelistic efforts.
ing Protestant influence in politics of Such practices support Pope John
the region. Serrano’s vice president Paul’s recent appeal to Latin bishops
and about a fourth of the Congress for a new focus on evangelism.
also are Protestants, who make up But the pope also addressed the
more than 30 percent of Guatemala’s  rapid growth of Protestants in the re-
population, according to some re- gion, saying Roman Catholics have
searchers. fallen prey to “ravenous wolves” of
In 1990 Carlos Garcia, a Baptist, Protestant “sects.” He urged bishops
became second vice president of Peru,  to guard their flocks.
running on a ticket with presidential Meanwhile, some Protestants in
winner Alberto Fujimori, a Roman parts of Latin America—particularly
Catholic. About one-third of the con- in Mexico—<ite increasing instances
gressional candidates who ran on Fu-  of persecution by Roman Catholics.
jimori’s slate are Protestants. Abuses against Protestants in some
In many Latin American countries, areas have included threats, vandal-
Protestants are organizing political ism and murder, according to news
parties. Examples include the Inde- reports.
: : LATIN AMERICAN
GROWTH Nicaraguan wor-
shipers pray at the altar of
Managua’s International
Baptist Church during a
service led by Southern
Baptist missionary Jim
Palmer. In Nicaragua and
throughout the traditionally
Roman Catholic region,
Protestantism is attracting
a growing number of fol-
lowers. (BP photo by
Charles Ledford)

Harvest time

the past decade. These gains were

Evangelical stigma dissolves

a Roman Catholic.
is elected in Guatemala.

evangelism.

in Latin America

Baptists in Latin America show steady
growth. Bars at right indicate gains during

reported by Baptists in four countries that
relate to the work of Southern Baptist
foreign missionaries. Despite their potential
for growth, Latin American Baptists face strong ~
competition and recognize the need for
better discipleship of new members.

e |n June 1990, a Baptist wins election as Peru’
second vice president running on ticket with
e In January 1991, the first evangelical president
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About half the sub-
scribers to the West-
ern Recorder won't
see.the page you're
reading right now.
The reason: They're
reading their church
newsletters on this
back page.

Kentucky Baptist
churches of all sizes
and locations are
discovering the Re-
corder's news page
plan saves money
and time. And
church members re-
port they are glad to
get the variety of
helpful information
included in each
week's Recorder.

Your church could
get this same great

deal for just $10 per -

week, plus 15 cents
per subscribtion per
week. If you're al-
ready sending the
Recorder to every
home, the only new
cost would be the
$10 newsletter fee.

- Bet you can't print
and mail your own
newsletter for that
small price!

To find out what oth-
ers think about the
Recorder's church

page plan, talk to
some of our partners
in publishing listed at

right. Then call (502)

244-6470 to get your
church signed up.

Don't believe the

Recorder's back page
is a good deal
for your

church newsletter?

Williamstown Baptist Church, Williamstown
Georgetown Baptist Church, Georgetown
Calvary Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Madisonville

First Baptist Church, Fisherviile
Rockford Lane Baptist Church, Louisville
Alton Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg
Lewisport Baptist Church, Lewisport

Central Baptist Church, Maysville

First Baptist Church, Morehead

First Baptist Church, Eddyville

First Baptist Church, Oak Grove

Second Baptist Church Hopkinsville

Turner Ridge Baptist Church, Falmouth
Buena Vista Baptist Church, Owensboro
Crabtree Avenue Baptist Church, Owenshoro
Lewis Lane Baptist Church, Owensboro

First Baptist Church, Lexington

Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington

Versailles Baptist Church, Versailles
Immanuel Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Frankfort

First Baptist Church, Leitchfield

First Baptist Church, London

Cadiz Baptist Church, Cadiz

Hurricane Baptist Church, Cadiz

Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville
Buechel Park Baptist Church, Louisville
Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church, Louisville
Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville
Deer Park Baptist Church, Louisville

Fern Creek Baptist Church, Louisville
Jeffersontown Baptist Church, Jeffersontown
First Baptist Church, Middletown
Gethsemane Baptist Church, Louisville
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville
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First Baptist Church, Williamsburg
Dunmore Baptist Church, Dunmore
Burlington Baptist Church, Burlington
Fairlane Baptist Church, Alexandria
Latonia Baptist Church, Govington
Bethel Baptist Church, Eubank

Lyndon Baptist Church, Louisville
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church, Louisville
Midlane Park Baptist Church, Louisville
Ninth & O Baptist Church, Louisville
Green Hills Baptist Church, Fisherville
Berea Baptist Church, Berea

Shively Baptist Church, Louisville

South Jefferson Baptist Church, Louisville
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville
West Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville .
Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin
Harrodsburg Baptist Church, Harrodsburg
Second Baptist Church, Greenville

Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, Shepherdsville
Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger

Beacon Hill Baptist Church, Somerset
First Baptist Church, Franklin ;
Liberty Baptist Church, Russell Springs
Greensburg Baptist Church, Greensburg
Cecilia Baptist Church, Cecilia

First Baptist Church, Sonora

Immanuel Baptist Church, Elizabethtown
Pigeon Fork Baptist Church, Waddy
Waddy Baptist Church, Waddy

Centerfield Baptist Church, Centerfield
DeHaven Memorial Baptist Church, LaGrange
Westport Baptist Church, Westport

First Baptist Church, Middlesboro

First Baptist Church, Bowling Green





