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Patterson denied

Paige Patterson has been
denied membership in
the Baptist church
nearest Southeastern
Baptist Theological
Seminary, where he now
serves. See page 2.

Masons responding
Masons nationwide are
responding to
accusations by some
Baptists that Masonry is
anti-Christian.

See page 2.

BSU blowout

Baptist students from
Northern Kentucky
University were “blown
away” by ministry needs
they discovered in
hurricane-ravaged
Florida. See page 3.

Family Forum
An effective marriage
requires at least two

different kinds of

communication.
See page 4.

Editorial

For white Baptists, Race
Relations Sunday ought
to be more than a feeling
of “We ought to treat
those people better.”

See page 5.

Friends in faith

A friendship led a
Southern Baptist
missionary to a greater
understanding of the Yao
tribe of Africa and led his
new friend to faith in
Jesus Christ. See page 9.
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ROOF-TOP EXPERIENCE Twenty students and three sponsors from Northern Kentucky University’s Baptist Student Union spent a
week between semesters in South Florida, helping residents repair their homes in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew. The experience
opened the students’ eyes to the force of nature, the power of love and the grace of God. See related story, page 3. (Photo by Bill Ellis)
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Churches’ fears shut out mentally retarded

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

A fear of mentally retarded people
prevents most churches from minis-
tering to a segment of society that des-
perately needs the church’s help, ac-
cording to Pamela Thrift.

Thrift, minister to handicapped
people at Highview Baptist Church in
Louisville, is among nine contributors
to a new guide to help churches over-
come such fears.

The “Handbook for Ministry with
Persons with Mental Retardation” is a
new product available from the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention. It was edit-
ed by Jack Palmer, KBC Sunday

school associate, before his retirement
last year.

“Churches are about the last orga-
nization in society that will do any-
thing to minister to the mentally hand-
icapped,” Palmer noted.

But lack of action by churches
probably is due more to fear than lack
of concern, Thrift said. “Most people
are just afraid of doing the wrong
thing.”

For example, when face-to-face
with a mentally retarded person who
is talking too loudly, most people
don’t know what to do. They want to
tell the other person to be quiet but

Every five min-

they’re afraid of hurting that person’s
feelings.

“Church members need
to learn it’s OK to
say, ‘You’re talk-
ing too. loudly;
please be quiet,””
Thrift explained.
“That tells them
you want to talk to
them. But to keep
stepping back and
not tell them why
gives them the
message they’re
not liked.”

Because of
these fears, most
churches can
more readily ac-
cept a physically
handicapped per-
son than a mental-
ly handicapped
person, she said.

The need is
great,

however.

utes a baby with
mental retardation
is born in the United States.

And about half of all handicapped
people suffer from some form of men-
tal retardation, Thrift added.

The church and the
mentally retarded

“A lot-ef those people are not be-
ing churched, and a lot of those fami-
lies are not being churched,”

she said, explaining
that many parents
of mentally re-

church.
They’re usual-

gain understand-
ing for their chil-
dren’s  special
needs.

In fact, most
churches are ill-
prepared to re-
ceive such fami-
lies if they were to
show up on Sun-
day morning,
Thrift noted.
When she began
her work at High-

view in 1990, only four Baptist

churches in Louisville had any minis-
try to the mentally retarded.
0 See Handbook helps ..., page 7

tarded children
are afraid of the

ly tired of having
to fight the system
and fear if they go
to church they’ll
only have to fight
one more place to

- -;As1 e from Texas Ken-‘ ,
tucky’s level of student mission
_ involvement was more than dou-
_ ble that of any other state Bapt:st‘;_
_convention.
. Kemucky’s Bapust campus
. m:mstrm recorded 631 student
professmns of faith in Jesus

Sudan bears brunt of ancient Muslim-Christian conflict

By Erich Bridges
SBC Foreign Mission Board

KHARTOUM, Sudan (BP)—In
the freezing desert night of Sudan,
children stare at the stars until they
sleep—or die.

Desperate Christian mothers bury
their babies in the sand, leaving only
their faces uncovered. With no blan-
kets, it is the only way they can warm
the infants’ trembling bodies.

Nearly 2 million black Christians
and animists in the north African na-
tion have been forced into isolated

concentration camps by Islamic gov-
ernment forces, according to human
rights groups. The decade-long civil
war between Arab Muslims in the
north and black Christians and ani-
mists in the south is an ethnic and po-
litical conflict. But it also is a religious
one.

Only those who convert to Islam
can get food in the camps, observers
charge. Torture and execution are
common. Islamic law has been de-
clared. Churches have been closed
and Christian missionaries expelled.

The most common phrases used by

human rights workers to describe
what is going on in Sudan are “jihad”
(Muslim holy war) and “genocide.”
The government’s “forced Islamiza-
tion appears to have ... one relentless
aim: eradication of the black Sudane-
se as a cultural entity,” reports Waddi

. Abdulhaqq of News Network Interna-

tional. The Khartoum regime denies
the charge, but the campaign report-
edly goes on.

A year ago the head of Sudan’s
Arab Militia reportedly called for “a
new effort to propagate Islam through
the use of force, money and food. We

must crush the Christians down.”

The cultural, political and religious
struggle between Islam and Christian-
ity has been going on since long be-
fore the Crusades. And Muslims have
been victims just as often as Chris-
tians.

Currently, Muslims are being driv-
en out of Bosnia by “Christian” Serbs
as fierce fighting continues after the
breakup of Yugoslavia. Elsewhere in
Europe, Muslim immigrants from the

"Mideast often are exploited, abused

and attacked.
Q See Sudan bears ..., page 9



“Out of 15 million | By Greg Warner
members claimed | Associated Baptist Press
by Southern | WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP)—
Baptists, (Paige | Paige Patterson, president of South-
: eastern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Patterson) is the has been denied membership in the
one person Baptist church nearest the seminary
identified most of | because church members feel his
9 presence would be disruptive.
all aso:h;hsaot“;:: “The unity of our church would be
severely threatened,” said Tom Jack-
wounded our | son, pastor of Wake Forest Baptist
church. | Church, a 158-year-old congregation
Toin'itacksoh, pastor of | *aciacent the seminary campos.
Wake Forest Baptist Patterson is considered an architect
Chilich o Wil the of the movement that since 1979 has
! J turned the Southern Baptist Conven-
NO”,h Car O”,”a tion in a more conservative direction.
congregation denied Although traveling in Russia and
membership to Paige | unavailable for comment, Patterson
Patterson | apparently believes the church’s re-
jection of him is evidence that SBC
moderates are guilty of the exclusion-
ary tactics they have accused conser-

BAPTIST BITS

BAPTISTS

Patterson denied membership in Wake Forest church

vatives of using.

In late January Patterson sent cop-
ies of a letter from the church to mem-
bers of the SBC Interagency Council,
made up of executives of the denomi-
nation’s 20-plus institutions and agen-
cies. Sources said the letter was in-
tended to demonstrate Patterson’s
charge about moderates being exclu-
sionary.

But the Wake Forest church’s
members said they simply wanted to
avoid a potential conflict within their
congregation.

“This church has been wounded in
the Southern Baptist war more than
any other church in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention,” Pastor Jackson said.
“Out of 15 million members claimed
by Southern Baptists, (Patterson) is
the one person identified most of all
as the source of all that pain.”

The 500-member Wake Forest
Church, located prominently within
the seminary’s quadrangle, has been

W Missionaries evacuate. Southern Baptist
missionaries, including two Kentuckians, planned
to evacuate Lome, the capital city of Togo, Feb. 3.
A deepening political crisis has fueled the spread
of violence and civil unrest.

Most of the 14 career missionaries, their
children and three volunteer missionaries planned
to drive to Cotonou in the neighboring nation of
Benin. Among that group were Paula Settle of
Owensboro and Donna Shemwell of Cold Spring,
along with her husband, Jim.

M Mission farce? Bold Mission Thrust, the
Southern Baptist Convention’s plan to share the
gospel with every person on earth by the year
2000, could become “Bold Mission Farce” unless
Southern Baptists change their lifestyles,
according to Landrum Leavell.

Leavell, president of New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, told Alabama Baptists Jan.
25: “We’re going to have to change our spending
habits. We’re going to have to change the way we
invest our time. We’re going to have to change
our mindset. ... We're not going to get it done
with business as usual.”

B Brotherhood thanked. Brotherhood leaders
from 28 states were praised Jan. 27-30 for their
response after Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki.

Southern Baptist volunteers helped serve
about 4 million meals in south Florida alone,
according to Cecil Seagle, Florida Brotherhood
director. Somewhere between 20,000 and 25,000
Baptist volunteers have worked in Dade County
so far, he added.

As a result, 445 homes of uninsured and
underinsured people have been reconstructed,
and another 400 have been surveyed for repairs.

B CP up in January. Gifts to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Cooperative Program unified budget
were up 14.4 percent in January over the same
month a year ago. For the fiscal year to date, gifts
are up 3.91 percent over the previous year.

M FBC Dallas names interim. First Baptist
Church of Dallas has named Roy Fish interim
pastor. Fish, professor of evangelism at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in

(ROSSOVER HOUSTON
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VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT Volunteers are encouraged to
sign up now for “Crossover Houston,” an evangelistic
thrust to precede the Southern Baptist Convention an-
nual meeting in Houston. The SBC meeting is sched-
uled for June 15-17, with the evangelistic emphasis set
for June 9-13. Volunteers can register by writing Bobby
Sunderland at the Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring
Street NW, Atlanta, Ga. 30367-5601. Volunteers are
needed for local church revivals, mass evangelism ral-
lies, street evangelism such as puppet shows or con-
certs, block parties, door-to-door campaigns and a
three-day prayer conference.

Fort Worth, Texas, will lead the church until a new
pastor is named to succeed Joel Gregory, who
resigned Sept. 30 in a dispute with senior pastor
W.A. Criswell.

Meanwhile, Criswell said during a January
interview in lllinois that weekly worship
attendance at the Dallas church has fallen to
about 2,500 from a high of about 5,000 a couple
of years ago.

B Students invited. Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, will
hold a preview weekend for prospective students
March 26-27. For information, contact the
seminary at Box 22000, Fort Worth, Texas 76122,
(817) 923-1921.

B Summer staff sought. Applicants are being ac-
cepted for summer staff positions at Ridgecrest
and Glorieta Baptist conference centers. Appli-
cants must be 17 or older. For details, contact
Glorieta at Box 8, Glorieta, N.M. 87535-0008, or
Ridgecrest at Box 128, Ridgecrest, N.C. 28770.
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closely linked to the seminary’s mod-
erate theological tradition. But that is
a tradition Patterson has committed to
change since becoming president in
1992.

The potential for conflict between
the former Dallas educator and church
members, including many long-time
seminary professors and employees,
is great, Jackson said.

Patterson first sought membership
in the church last September, begin-
ning with a request to Jackson. “He
asked if I felt it would be disruptive if
they joined,” the pastor recalled.

Three weeks later, Jackson told
Patterson his presence would indeed
be disruptive, the pastor reported.

Jackson said he thought the issue
was settled.

But Patterson and his wife later
submitted a written request for “watch
care,” a less official relationship in
which the couple would retain their
membership in First Baptist Church of

Dallas while worshiping with the
‘Wake Forest congregation.

On Jan. 24 the church’s deacons
voted down that request 16-1, with
one abstention. There was no dissent
when the action was reported to
church members, Jackson said.

In a letter delivered by hand to
Patterson’s office the next day, church
leaders asked the couple to withdraw
their request.

“Please understand that this matter
has been difficult for us and has been
dealt with only through much agony
and prayer,” the letter said. “We wish
to spare both you and our church any
further distress. Your membership in
this church (even on a watch care ba-
sis) would certainly result in disrup-
tion and division in this congrega-
tion.”

The Pattersons withdrew their re-
quest Jan. 27, Jackson said.

Patterson is traveling in Russia and
could not be reached for comment.

Masons making case known
as SBC study nears debate

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

WASHINGTON (BP)—From let-
ter-writing campaigns and special
meetings to a call to attend the South-
ern Baptist Convention meeting in
Houston, Masons are defending their
lodge membership and denying any
conflict with Christian doctrine.

“We are simply trying to set the
record straight,” said John Boettjer,
managing editor of The Scottish Rite
Journal, which expanded and dedicat-
ed its February issue to the topic of
Freemasonry and religion.

Masonic response comes as South-
ern Baptists await a study on Freema-
sonry by the Home Mission Board’s
interfaith witness department.

Meanwhile, Freemasonry critic
Larry Holly said he will publish a sec-
ond book on the subject to be avail-
able at this year’s convention. Holly,
a Beaumont, Texas, physician who
initiated the call for a study of Mason-
ry, mailed his first book to several
thousand Baptists prior to the SBC
1991 meeting in Indianapolis.

Holly said his second book also
will be mailed to HMB trustees before
they vote at their March meeting on
whether to accept the study by the
board’s interfaith witness department
and send it to the convention for con-
sideration.

Holly contends that a sound study
of Freemasonry will find it to be oc-
cultic and incompatible with Christian
doctrine.

The HMB study is similar to those
by other Christian denominations that
have raised such questions as whether
Masonry teaches that salvation can be
achieved through good works.

Masons counter that critics mis-
quote Masonic writings, use outdated
material or elevate one Mason’s be-

" liefs to the level of doctrine. Freema-

sonry encourages church involve-
ment, they say, and it simply refuses
to allow religious differences to pre-
vent good men from becoming better

through civic and charity projects.

“Even a casual perusal of these
pages should convince any person
open to reason that Freemasonry is not
only compatible with religion but also
confirms and complements religious
faith and church participation,” wrote
Fred Kleinknecht, sovereign grand
commander of the Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, in the Journal.

The Journal, which has a circula-
tion of 550,000, features essays and
letters by Southern Baptists and oth-
ers such as Guideposts publisher Nor-
man Vincent Peale.

Its cover features a photo of Bay-
lor University as well as photos of
Baylor President Herbert Reynolds
and President Emeritus Abner Mc-
Call. The issue contains articles by
both men.

Essays also note that George W.
Truett, former pastor of First Baptist
Church in Dallas, was a Mason, as is
U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms of North Caro-
lina.

Holly said the reaction is not sur-
prising: “Anyone could expect that
the Masons, who are very powerful
and very wealthy, were not going to
roll over and play dead.”

Officials with the southern juris-
diction of the Scottish Rite of Freema-
sonry have mailed about 2,800 copies
of the journal to Southern Baptist
leaders, Boettjer said.

Also in the journal, two Baptist
laymen call for Baptist Masons to at-
tend the June 14-17 annual SBC meet-
ing in Houston as messengers.

Meanwhile, some Masonic lodges
have held special meetings on the sub-
ject of the study, Boettjer said. Ma-
sons also have written letters to South-
ern Baptist leaders, stating they are
Christians and see no conflict between
their church and lodge.

The HMB'’s report will be re-
viewed in early February by the HMB
trustee administrative committee be-
fore being mailed to the full board pri-
or to the March meeting, said HMB
President Larry Lewis.



KENTUGKY

Students ‘blown away’ by ministry needs in Florida

By Marv Knox
Editor

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS—AI-
though the winds had died down, a
group of Kentucky Baptist students
were “blown away” by the destruction
of Hurricane Andrew.

Twenty students and three spon-
sors from Northern Kentucky Univer-
sity’s Baptist Student Union recently
spent a week repairing damage inflict-
ed by the monster storm. And while
they had seen televised reports of the
carnage, nothing prepared them for
reality, they reported.

“I had no clue there was that much
damage,” said BSU President Rach-
elle Rollins, a senior from Florence
who described the drive from the Mi-
ami airport to First Baptist Church of
Florida City, where the group camped
in army tents during the week.

Viewing the destruction on televi-
sion is “like looking through a card-
board tube” compared to seeing first
hand how an entire community was
decimated, added Bill Tumer, a senior
from Fort Thomas.

“You can get on a rooftop and see
destruction in every direction,” ex-
plained BSU Director Bill Ellis, who
sponsored the trip. “That makes you
feel inadequate, but then you have to
focus on the roof you’re working on
and the family there. You’re making
a difference in their lives.”

“Make a difference” is what the
Northern Kentucky BSU wanted to
do, almost from the time Hurricane

Kentucky GP’s high December followed by

Kentucky Baptists’ unified budget
followed its best-ever month with one
of the worst in recent history.

The Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram received $1,175,106 in January,
making it the fifth-poorest month in
more than three years. It came on the
heels of a record December, when re-
ceipts totalled almost $2 million.

The Cooperative Program is the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s pri-
mary source of budget money and a
tributary to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s funding. Kentucky CP re-
ceipts are divided, with 62.696 per-
cent remaining in the state and 37.304
percent going on to the SBC.

The January contributions brought
the Kentucky CP’s year-to-date total
to $7,112,340 after five months of the

Andrew hit South Florida, Ellis said.

The BSU group wanted to partici-
pate in the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s disaster relief team, coordinat-
ed by the KBC Brotherhood depart-
ment. But since the BSU members
weren’t trained in disaster relief and
the semester was about to start, those
plans had to be set back, he noted.

So, the group began to look for
other options, and a trip during the
school’s semester break worked out
best.

The Kentucky students found their
niche in a relief program operated by
the Florida Baptist Convention, Ellis
said. The convention is using volun-
teer labor and donated supplies to re-
pair and rebuild 350 homes. Plans also
call for giving each family $1,000 to
help with carpeting, furnishings or
clothing.

“These are families with no insur-
ance or people who were extremely
under-insured, who probably would
not have been able to rebuild without
help,” Ellis noted.

And the project is a ministry of
presence to the Cubans, Mexicans and
Asians who didn’t know Baptists but
saw these new friends come to help
them in Jesus’ name.

That kind of ministry is needed
badly, he said: ““The spiritual aspect of
loss is there. Some people feel be-
trayed or like God is trying to teach
them something. Their emotional
well-being was destroyed as much as
their physical well-being. As well as
helping them with their homes, our

current fiscal year. That amount is
$61,093 (0.9 percent) more than the
total for the same period a year ago.

On a more immediate level, the
pace of funding is $111,789 (1.5 per-
cent) below budget for this point in the
fiscal year.

The 1992-93 Kentucky CP operat-
ing budget goal is slightly more than
$17.3 million. Contributions must av-
erage almost $1.5 million per month
to meet that goal when the fiscal year
ends Aug. 31.

The wide variation between a
record December and a low January
partially reflects the way Sundays—
the days churches collect offerings
from members—fell during those two
months, said Barry Allen, the KBC’s
business manager.

students had a chance to share the
hope our God gives us.”

That relationship also made a dif-
ference in the students, they said.

“I was impacted by the people
there and ... to get into the community
to see people who lived through the
devastation but clung to their faith,”
said Jodi Flannery, the BSU’s mis-
sions coordinator and a senior from
‘Hebron.

“It changed each of us in some
ways. I was able to see God’s hand in
everything and how he was in control.
Every moming, I could see a rainbow,
a sign God was there and in control,
and also there for me and in control of

- my plans, too.

. “We had time to stop and look and
listen for God,” Flannery added. “It
was good to sit on a roof, work dili-
gently and still feel close to God—to
be consumed with your work but to
be in prayer to God and to enjoy fel-
lowship with each other on the roof.”

The students agreed they leamed
much, but they consistently expressed
disappointment that they didn’t have
more opportunity for interaction with
the local people.

Some of them have not been able
to come back home yet, and others
were gone all day working in their
jobs, Ellis explained. The students
cleaned yards, replaced a roof, gutted
the damaged walls of a home and
some days only saw each other.

Still, the people the students met
made a difference in their lives.

“Being with the people there

“A fifth Sunday in December
made it artificially high, and conse-
quently made January artificially
low,” Allen explained.

A better comparison would be how
the December-January combination
in this fiscal year stacked up against
the same two months a year ago, he
said. Unfortunately, that comparison
is not favorable: This year’s total is
$120,000 (4 percent) below last
year’s.

Overall, the 0.9 percent year-to-
date increase puts the Kentucky CP in
a virtual dead heat with last year’s re-
ceipts, Allen said.

Because of a slight change in the
state/national split due to the KBC’s
financial crisis plan, the SBC share of
the receipts has decreased by $27,197

LOVING ARMS Paula French (right) and
Lesly Meade, Baptist Student Union mem-
bers at Northern Kentucky Union, enjoyed
the affection of a child in South Florida.

brought me to a realization that it
doesn’t matter who you are or where
you’re from, we all have the same ba-
sic needs,” Turner said.

And the people in South Florida
still need help. The building project
will continue at least through the rest
of this year, Ellis reported, citing a re-
quest for skilled workers, such as car-
penters, electricians, plumbers and
roofers.

“The people there left us with one
request,” Rollins said. “They asked,
‘If you can’t come back, send some-
body in your place.’”

low January

(0.8 percent). Kentucky’s portion is
up $83,290 (1.9 percent).

Receipts designated for Kentucky
only total $138,801 for the first five
months of the fiscal year. That amount
is a decrease of $14,690 (9.6 percent)
from the same period a year ago.

Kentucky Baptists will have a bet-

ter picture of the convention’s finan-
cial health after February, when the
fiscal year reaches the halfway mark,
Allen said, and the impact of new
church budgets that went into effect
in January will be apparent later in the
spring.
* “For now, we’re pleased receipts
still are ahead of the prior year and
that we’re on target with the budget
goal,” he added. “We’ve gotten our
budget in line with receipts.”

Long Run Association withdraws invitation to Keith Parks

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Long Run Bap-
tist Association has rescinded its invi-
tation for Keith Parks to speak at its
annual meeting next fall.

The association’s annual meeting
committee made the decision, com-
mittee members reported.

Parks, a career missionary and
president of the Southern Baptist For-
eign Mission Board for the past de-
cade, retired from the board last Oct.
31. About a month later, he was
named missions coordinator for the
moderate Cooperative Baptist Fellow-

ship.

Associational leaders declined to
elaborate on their decision.

“It was a decision made by the
committee,” said Jim Carpenter, pas-
tor of Woodland Baptist Church in
Louisville‘and chairman of the annual
meeting committee. “I personally
would rather not talk about that.”

Russell Bennett, the association’s
executive director, said he did not at-
tend the committee’s meeting and was
not privy to its discussion.

But Bennett confirmed the chro-
nology of the process: The committee
extended its invitation to Parks after
he announced he would retire from

the FMB but before his retirement
date. The committee chose to rescind
its decision after Parks announced he
would join the Fellowship, which
some people see as competing with
traditional Southern Baptist causes.
Committee members felt Parks’
presence on the annual meeting pro-
gram “would cause too much distur-
bance,” said one committee member

—who asked to remain anonymous. “All

of us felt sorry it had to happen, but I
don’t think there was any dissension.”
Parks resonated with the commit-
tee members’ sadness.
“I’m not upset or angry,” he said.
“I’m just saddened that this is another

symptom of what’s happening in our
convention.”

He added he would have tried not
to be divisive, had he spoken to the
association, which encompasses the
greater Louisville area. “In meetings
like that, I try to present a missions
message and sound the note I did as
president of the Foreign Mission
Board—that we need to be inclusive
and not exclusive. There’s room for
all of us, and more to do that we all
can do.”

With speaking engagements
scheduled into 1996, Parks has re-
ceived four cancellations since he
joined the Fellowship, he said.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Volunteers are
urgently needed for April
1-14 evangelism projects
in Brazil. Calvin Wilkins,
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnership
missons coordinator, is
trying to enlist 10 teams
with three members
each. The dates have
proved to be a problem
for most pastors
because they include
Easter Sunday, he noted.
But that shouldn’t deter
lay people, ministers
serving outside local
churches and retired
pastors. For details about
the needs, call Wilkins at
(502) 245-4101.

B New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
has planned an alumni
dinner Feb. 23 during the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s evangelism
conference. New Orleans
Professor Charles Kelley
will speak at the event,
which will be held at
Amato’s in Chevy Chase
Plaza during the
conference’s dinner
break.

M Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College has
received an unrestricted
gift of $55,000 from the
estate of Minnie Harrod
of Frankfort. The school
also has received four
recent gifts for new
student housing
complexes: $12,500
from the Cralle
Foundation of Louisville;
$9,500 from the
Houchens Foundation of
Bowling Green; $11,000
from James Lambert of
Mount Vernon; and
$10,000 from Brooks
Furniture Co. of Tazewell,
Tenn.

M A $500 scholarship
for Baptist women
entering college will be
awarded to the winner of
an essay contest
sponsored by Affirming
Baptist Women, a group
of Louisville laypeople.

For guidelines about the

essay contest, contact
Martha McKnight, 908
Exmoor Ave., Louisville,
Ky. 40223.
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6470. Institutional columns
on an inside page are paid
space. Claims made by
advertisers are not necessarily.
those of the Western
Recorder’s staff and directors.

Directors: Don Mantooth,
Morehead, chairman; Tom
Curry, Louisville, vice
chairman; Kay Trisler,
Harrodsburg, secretary; Bill
Crosby, Erlanger; Denzel
Dukes, Paducah; Glenn
Durham, Harlan; Frank
Hatfield, Shepherdsville; Isaac
McDonald, Elizabethtown;
Karen Owen Phelps,
Owensboro; John Searcy,
Franklin; William Thurman,
Lexington; James Weaver,
Madisonville.
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Disappointment

I received my family’s Western
Recorder at the same time our new
president was taking oath. As I looked
at the paper, I began to read the article
“Baptists participate in inauguration;
Graham criticized.”
I was disappointed.

Although T do
not agree with our
new president’s stand on some issues,
I do not think it was just for Mr. Rich-
ard Land to ask Rev. Billy Graham
not to pray at the inauguration.

There are several “unmoral” issues
I do not agree with, but that does not
keep me from praying for those is-
sues. Rev. Graham asked for God’s
guidance and grace for our new presi-
dent and our country.

Again, I am very disappointed with
Mr. Land, especially with so many
walls being built to keep prayer out of
public ceremonies. I am a young
mother with two children, and I do not
believe in abortion or gay rights. But
as a Christian, I will pray for God’s
guidance just as Rev. Graham did at
the inauguration.

Rose Ann Bebout
Crayne

Can’t believe it

It is with a heavy heart that I write
this letter. I have been a Christian and
a member of a Southern Baptist
church for 73 years. I cannot believe
what has happened in our convention.

When I read the statement con-
cerning churches and individuals los-
ing enthusiasm and involvement in
missions, I cannot conceive of a
Christian, especially a missionary
Baptist, having such a thought. They
surely do not believe the Great Com-
mission, which is our marching orders
given by our Savior just before he
went back to heaven. They should
read Matthew 28:19-20 and pray.

Concerning the Cooperative Pro-
gram, to me it is the greatest thing that

has happened to Southemn Baptists. I
can remember before that time the di-
rector of each department made a
plea, and whoever made the most im-
pressive presentation for their cause
was the one who received the most
money.
Since the start of
Cooperative

BAPTIST FORUM [ttt

Southern Baptists
have supported our entire program. I
cannot conceive of anyone doing any-
thing to divert funds away from the
Cooperative Program or the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering and still
claim to be a Southern Baptist.

I hope and pray that we Baptists
will wake up and realize that Satan is
trying to destroy our witness influence
and our foreign mission program.

Arline Trunnell
Owensboro

No abortions

If people would read Psalm
139:13-16, they would find there is
absolutely no basis for abortion.

As you can see, God knew us even
before we were conceived. You can-
not abort a baby (no matter what you
call it in the womb) without murder-
ing it. It is a baby from the moment of
conception. It has a soul, just as you
are supposed to have.

There is one thing I do know. If
abortionists had to perform their ser-
vices without charge, there would be
none. For instance, in 1850 there were
60,000 prostitutes in New York City
alone, and nearly every brothel had its
abortionist in order to control the
pregnancies of the prostitutes. You
don’t hear Planned Parenthood saying
anything about it. To listen to their
line, you would think that abortions
began with Roe vs. Wade.

There are places for the girls to go
for help, but you never tell them about
the Alternative Pregnancy Center that
is on Preston Street (in Louisville).
They counsel the girls on all of their

alternatives and what an abortion re-
ally is and does. There are psycholog-
ical aftermaths that may not crop up
for years, and then when they do pop
up they devastate the women. You
cannot get away with murder of the
unborn without paying the ultimate
penalty to God. :
Robert C. Norton
Louisville

Pray for Southern

Thank God for Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. -

I just completed a doctor of minis
try seminar at Southern Seminary. It
has been six years since I graduated
from Southem, and I can truly say I
am still so thankful for her influence,
past and present.

I am thankful for professors such
as Dr. David Garland and Dr. Gerald
Keown, who taught and led the semi-
nar. They carry on the traditions of
their great predecessors in being used
of God to help prepare men and wom-
en for more effective ministry. They
help enable their students to think bib-
lically, to approach the Bible with in-
tegrity and to be faithful to the work
Christ has called one to perform.

I am thankful for Southern because
in the past, and I hope in the future as
well, it was a safe place: to disagree,
to share ideas and concepts without
the fear of reprisal and to have your
thinking challenged. That kind of at-
mosphere is necessary to prepare min-
isters of Jesus Christ for the work to
which he has called them.

Southemn is not perfect, never has
been and never will be, but God has
used her tremendously over the years
and in my life as well. May we as
Kentucky Baptists lift up the adminis-
tration and professors in our daily
prayers. The task they are faced with
is tremendous, and the pressures, po-
litical and personal, they must endure
are unrelenting.

Gerald W. Murphy
Park City

There is no God but God

The euphoria of December’s
record-breaking Cooperative Program
receipts ($1,956,854) was clobbered
by January’s receipts reflecting a 10-
year January low of $1,175,106.

This is but one of the reasons why
I choose not to make
monthly comments con-
cerning Cooperative Pro-
gram receipts. There is a
roller-coaster effect in this
process, resulting from the
way Sundays fall and the
way churches forward
their contributions to us.

The “bottom line” is
that after five months into
our budget year, Coopera-
tive Program receipts are

William W. Marshall

of last year. b

B Receipts are in the strongest rela-
tionship to budget since 1986.

B February will receive the benefit
of the last Sunday in January.

But these are “short haul” observa-

: : * tions; the “long haul” is to-
ON MISSION tally dependent upon the
TOGETHER good will of Kentucky

Baptist churches toward
our cooperative mission.
That “good will”

ly; it is the “glue” that
holds this wonderful thing
together. It isn’t the Coop-
erative Program that needs
" “protecting” as much as it
is the cooperative spirit

$61,093 (0.9 percent)
ahead of the previous year and desig-
nated “Kentucky only” receipts are
$14,690 (9.6 percent) behind the same
time last year. And we are $111,789
(1.5 percent) below budget.

One can make observations about
these figures, but it would be unwise
to derive fixed conclusions about how
this budget year will end. One can say
with assurance:

§ We are ahead, however slightly,

which created the “pro-
gram” and without which the “pro-
gram” will not be sustained.

The “Cooperative Program” has
never been the “only” way we have
done our mission together. Any seri-
ous look at church budgets over the
past 20 years will find a plethora of
mission items not related to the Coop-
erative Program. .

The “Cooperative Program” is not-

the only source of funds for foreign

should not be taken light- -

missions. In fact, the “designated”
Lottie Moon offering provides a high-
er percentage of the FMB’s budget
than the Cooperative Program.

The “Cooperative Program” helps
the work of the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children, but the largest
source of support for the homes from
the churches is the “designated” offer-
ing taken at Thanksgiving.

The Cooperative Program has
been a wonderfully effective way to
support our mission together for about
67 years. However, if folks begin to
insist that it is the only way, it will not
be many years before the spirit that
has held the Cooperative Program to-
gether will make other rooming ar-
rangements.

I am here appealing to those who
may be tempted to make the Cooper-
ative Program a test of fellowship. I
believe such efforts, if successful, will
greatly weaken what has been the
most effective financial system for
missions yet devised.

That system was built on trust.
And without trust, the system will be-
come a hollow shell waiting for a
strong wind to topple it to the ground.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE




EDITORIALS

Beyond the ‘treat-those-people-better’ syndrome

Far too often, white Baptists think of Race Relations Sunday—Feb.
14—as “We-ought-to-treat-those-people-better-Sunday.”

That’s a worthwhile notion, to a point. But the concept falls short:

First, it perpetuates the “those people” idea.

Yes, race legitimately implies variations of skin color, cultural differ-
ences and sometimes even multiple languages. A recent Religious News
Service article cited African-American pastors who stress the importance
of preserving cultural distinctions. “I am committed to worship that is
Afrocentric and music that is Afrocentric,” said Wyatt Walker, pastor of
Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem. “I don’t want to recruit white folks to
my church. I don’t want to be absorbed by the dominant society.” The
effort to preserve the heritage of all Americans is noble.

But the Bible teaches that, for believers at least, the “those people”
distinction is false. At our core, we are the same—human beings created
in the image of God. The Apostle Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” Given Christ’s mandate to evangelize
the whole world, all people of all races can become one through faith.

Better treatment of people across racial lines would do much to im-
prove our collective lot. But behind that is the idea of having a better
idea of who we are. If we acknowledge the essential unity of the human
race—each person created in God’s image—harmony will follow.

Think about it: You don’t mistreat or abuse the people and things you
truly value. If we come to see the basic, essential worth of all people,
we’ll work to protect them from starvation, abuse, neglect and discrim-
ination. And if we really see how we’re all created in God’s image, we’ll
understand that mistreatment of any person is a blow to all of us.

Americans don’t have much trouble treating race relations and the
need for justice and reconciliation casually. Unless we’re a minority, we
don’t feel the pain of bigotry and discrimination. What’s it really matter
to us? Well, we don’t have to look far to see how thin the veneer of
civility has wom. Racial/ethnic/religious strife has plunged Sarajevo into
frozen darkness, less than a decade after it played host to the Olympics.
Racial rage fueled riots in Los Angeles, beat an Asian-American teen to
death in suburbia and committed genocide in Sudan.

Our response to race relations determines how we will join a major

Second, the “treat-those-people-better” notion focuses on the symp-

tom rather than the disease.

battle of good versus evil in our world.

Marv Knox

Take a step for racial reconciliation, and keep on walking

For quite a number of years,
Southern Baptists have placed Race
Relations Sunday on the national de-
nominational calendar. I, like many
other African-American Christians,
perceive this as an acknowledgement
that some wrongs need to be correct-
ed. It is an acknowledgement that the
history of black and
white people in
America—even
Christians—has
culturally conditioned attitudes of ra-
cial and cultural superiority, as well as
many other forms of racism, some ob-
vious and blatant and some more sub-
tle and covert.

Many other African-Americans
see it as at best another “tokenistic”
one-day event designed to salve the
conscience of white Baptists and ap-
pease, even please, certain blacks.

Given the seriousness of racism
and the length of time it has existed
even among Christians, one can un-
derstand these attitudes. Many white
Baptists ignore the day and the idea
because they still believe themselves
to be racially and culturally superior.
Others play the role of the proverbial

GUEST EDITORIAL

ostrich and simply ignore the exist-
ence of the problem and the need to
address it. Still others see the problem
and realize the need, but refuse to deal
with it.

I am convinced that one of the
greatest struggles in this century has
been that of race relations. It has been
painfully but clear-
ly evident not only
in this country but
on a global basis. In
my judgment, it is even more painful
and difficult to understand and deal
with in a country that claims to be
“One nation, under God ... with liber-
ty and justice for all” and in “Bible
Belt” communities and among Bible-
believing Baptists, black and white
denominations whose Christology,
theology and ecclesiology are the
same!

If the Bible is our textbook, Jesus
is our Lord and the Holy Spirit is our
guide, we have no choice but to cor-
rect this wrong and make this change.

Race Relations Sunday—Feb.
14—is not “the” day to do this chang-
ing, but a reminder that the change is
a must!

This is a reminder and a request to
intentionally plan to do whatever pos-
sible to work toward correcting this
problem.

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount,
and in all his teachings, delineated
between outward righteousness and
inward righteousness—in other
words, between true and false righ-
teousness. Righteousness requires an
absolute standard for principle atti-
tude and actualization or action. This
righteousness, real righteousness, re-
quires that all members of all races be
treated with dignity, courtesy and
equality. It is a rule that governs all
kingdom persons “as you would that
others do unto you, do-ye also unto
them.”

This “righteousness” not only can-
not be actualized in just one day; it
cannot be actualized in just one
place—church! It must be practiced in
the home, school, business, on the job
and everywhere people interact and
interface! It demands an acknowl-
edgement that “out of one blood cre-
ated he all nations for to dwell upon
the face of this earth.” It requires that
we put meaning to the words which

we had our children sing: “Red and
yellow, black and white, they are pre-
cious in his sight.”

The theme for this year’s Race
Relations Sunday says it well for me:
“We Walk in Newness of Life” (Ro-
mans 6:4).

Walking is intentional; we must
decide to walk. Walking is direction-
al; we don’t walk in every direction at
once. We decide to walk in a certain
direction. Walking is also continuous
or continual; you always lose balance
if you make one step with one foot
without using the other.

Many never get anywhere in race
relations because they stand where
they are and never take the first step.
Others lose balance because they step
and stop.

Race Relations Sunday, in my

_judgment, is just a step, not the jour-

ney. Let’s all take the step. But please,
let us not stop.

Lincoln Bingham

Missions superintendent, General

Association of Baptists in Kentucky

Cooperative Ministries Consultant,

KBC

Louisville

Baptists believe
the Lord answers
prayer, so why
didn’t we think of
this:

Israel’s national phone
company, Bezek, has
launched a new -
service—faxes to God,
according to various
news reports. Faithful
who feel the Almighty
hasn’t been answering
their voice mail can put
their invocations in
black-and-white. In just
one week, phone-
company workers
delivered more than 300
divine faxes to the
Wailing Wall in
Jerusalem.
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“He has certainly
given them enough
material in his first

two weeks to
gather support for
conservative

causes.”

Stephen Winzenburg,
authority on conservative
Christian causes,
speaking of President Bill
Clinton

Clinton could be good fund-raiser for conservatives

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—AIlthough conser-
vative groups which promote “family
values” may have opposed Bill
Clinton as a presidential candidate, his
election could be one of the best
things that ever happened for their
fund-raising efforts, experts predict.

Even before he took office, some
groups began citing the specter of
Clinton’s positions as evidence of
why they needed more money.

The standard line: With someone
in the White House who favors abor-
tion rights and homosexual rights,
“pro-family” groups need more finan-
cial support to fight him every step of
the way.

“I think Clinton being in office is
to the advantage of conservative fund-
raisers,” noted Stephen Winzenburg,
professor of communications at
Grand View College in Des Moines,
Towa. “They have an enemy, and they
can fight him.

“They can particularly use his first
two weeks in office to help rally the
troops. He has certainly given them
enough material in his first two weeks
to gather support for conservative
causes,” noted the professor who spe-
cializes in studying conservative
Christian causes and television
preachers.

Another expert who monitors such
issues agreed.

“I was talking to several of these
(conservative) movement leaders last

week, and they said: “We could not
have scripted the first two weeks of
the Clinton administration any better.
He’s mobilized a lot of our people we
couldn’t reach,”” reported John
Green, director of the Bliss Institute, a
bi-partisan research group associated
with the University of Akron.

“These movement organizations
will prosper under the Clinton admin-
istration because they will have a tar-
get they can be unambiguously op-
posed to,” Green added. “All move-
ment organizations—on the right or
the left—prosper in opposition.”

The same situation happening this
year occurred in reverse 12 years ago
when Ronald Reagan was elected, he
explained: “Liberals love to hate Ro-
nald Reagan. He helped their fund
raising.”

Early examples of this process be-
ing used both directly and indirectly
with the new administration include:

ll James Dobson, founder of Focus
on the Family ministries. In a month-
ly fund-raising letter sent out nation-
wide immediately after the election,
Dobson cited page after page of rea-
sons Clinton’s election spelled doom
for all who treasure “family values.”

Dobson said he had waited until
after the election to speak his mind
due to IRS restrictions, but now felt
compelled to warn of what would
happen if organizations like his didn’t
prepare to fight Clinton and Congress.

The longer-than-usual direct-mail
piece included a reply card for pledg-
es and contributions.

0§ The Kentucky Right to Life As-
sociation. A January fund-raising let-
ter sent by Executive Director Margie
Montgomery—contribution envelope
enclosed—declares the “horror” com-
ing to America via Clinton.

“You’ll see that your contribution
has never been more desperately im-
portant than it is now,” she wrote.
“There has never been a president
more committed to legislation which
will allow the destruction of unborn
babies than Bill Clinton. It’s the one
campaign promise he’ll keep unless
he has a change of heart.”

§ The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Christian Life Commission.
During deliberations of an SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee subcommittee in
January, Clinton’s election was cited
a primary reason for not cutting the
CLC’s allotment of Cooperative Pro-
gram unified budget funds.

While every other SBC agency,
institution and commission is recom-
mended to take at least a 1.4 percent
CP reduction in 1993-94 due to de-
clining contributions, the CLC alone
was spared and will keep the same al-
lotment it is receiving this year. Many
subcommittee members wanted to
find a way to give the CLC an in-
crease.

The CLC needs the extra funds
more than other SBC entities, some
subcommittee members reasoned, be-
cause of its important work against
abortion and homosexual rights. The
CLC’s voice will be more important
now than ever before because of

Clinton’s election, they suggested.

Whether grass-roots appeals for
funds based on Clinton’s election will
produce more cash remains to be seen.

“Our mail has been up recently,”
Paul Hetrick, spokesman for Focus on
the Family, noted Feb. 2. “In the last
two weeks, we’ve had some record-
setting days, but it would really be in-
appropriate of me to link that to any-
thing the Clinton administration has
done.” -

January traditionally is a good time
for fund-raising at Focus on the Fam-
ily, Hetrick said. Because of that and
the diversity of issues the organization
addresses, crediting opposition to
Clinton with recent increases would
be “presumptuous.”

“All I can tell you for sure is we
have had some record setting days
both in letters and calls coming into
our organization in recent days,” he
said again.

Likewise, Kentucky Right to Life
has noted some increase in calls and
letters since Clinton’s election and the
January fund-raising letter, said Cathy
Daugherty, secretary and office man-
ager.

“Ever since the election, I have had
some increase in people calling in and
saying, ‘How can I join Right to
Life?’” she explained.

The fund-raising letter, which was
intended to raise money for television
ads, also has produced “a pretty de-
cent return,” Daugherty said. “We’re
not flowing with money, but we’re
getting a nice response.”

Dates and Locations
for Both Events:

March 1 Northside Church
Princeton

March 2 Hillview Heights Church
Bowling Green

March 3 Carlisle Church, Louisville

March 4 Highland Heights First
Northern Kentucky

March 5 Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College, Pineville

Attend one
or hoth!

Two Discipleship Training Events--Doctrinal Study Overview and How
to Have LIFE and LIFE SUPPORT in Your Church--at the same locations

Doctrine Study Overview:
The Doctrine of Salvation

1993 Southern Baptist Doctrine Study
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

A Complimentary Copy of The Doctrine
of Salvation will be given to all who attend.

For additional information contact:
Discipleship Training Department

Kentucky Baptist Gonvention

P. 0. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

(502) 245-4101

Douglas T. Strader, Director

Jim Clontz, Associate Director

e MasterLife

ship with God

e Experiencing God

support groups.

and other problems.

How to Have LIFE and LIFE SUPPORT
in Your Church

1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Learn about LIFE courses such as:

» Disciple's Prayer Life: Walking in Fellow-.

e Step by Step through the Old Testament
e Step by Step through the New Testament

In addition, learn about the new LIFE SUPPORT materials
and how they can assist hurting adults, both members and
potential members. In the United States, 15, 000,000 are in

The LIFE SUPPORT curriculum materials will provide re-
sources for churches to use in support groups that minister
to a growing number of adults who are dealing with Addic-
tion, Alcoholism, Codependency, Grief, Divorce, Depression
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Continued from page 1

But it doesn’t take a church as
large as Highview to reach out to the
mentally retarded and their families,
Thrift explained.

Reaching these families may not
require special facilities or highly
trained teachers, she said. “All you
need is for God to provide the interest
and the people.”

The primary purpose of Sunday
school, for example, is to

draw people closer
L

to Jesus Christ

through Bible
study, Thrift not-
ed

Caring people
_with a love for
Jesus can accom-
plish that task
with mentally re-
tarded individu-
als, she added:
“Show them
Jesus. It does not
take a degree in
special education
to do that. It does
take committed,

patient, caring
Christians.”
Thrift and

other contribu-
tors to the hand-

be integrated into
the worship setting as much as possi-
ble.

And that usually requires some ed-
ucation for everyone involved, Thrift
said. “You can’t force churches to do
it. You can’t force someone to wor-
ship with people who are handi-
capped.

“But you can create the want-to. It
is a very slow process. The best thing
to do is to educate ... and God will
bring it about.”

How to help families

How should a Christian friend
respond to a family with a mentally
retarded child?

To ignore them is definitely the
wrong answer, according to Carol
Lee, one of nine contributors to a
new “Handbook for Ministry with
Persons with Mental Retardation.”

Lee previously worked with the
Hazelwood Center, an intermediate
care facility for mentally retarded
people in Louisville, and now
works through Highland Ministries
in Louisville.

She wrote the chapter on family
ministry in the new handbook, pub-
lished by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

She addressed how to respond to
families when they first learn a
child is mentally retarded or when
they move into the church’s minis-
try area.

When church members respond
to families of mentally retarded in-

The church and the

book suggest that Larry Keaton
mentally retard- mentally retarded and Keitha
ed people should Brasler, chap-

MINISTRY

Handbook helps churches
serve mentally retarded

The new handbook provides prac-
tical ideas for beginning a ministry to
the mentally retarded. The handbook
covers the theology of caring, a defi-
nition of mental retardation, ministry
to families and other topics.

Churches may receive the hand-
book at no charge by inviting a spe-
cially trained KBC consultant to go
through it with church members. Jew-
ell Nelson, KBC Sunday school asso-

ciate, is coordinating these

church leaders
are scheduled
across the state
this year: at asso-
ciational vaca-
tion Bible school
clinics every Sat-
urday in March;
at Super Satur-
day leadership
conferences in

through early fall
and at the Febru-
ary and April
deacons’ retreats.

In addition to
Thrift, other con-
tributors to the
handbook are

lains at Hazel-
wood Center in Louisville; Anne
Smith, minister of education at High-
land Baptist Church in Louisville;
Orion Bell, pastor of Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Louisville; Ty Clenney,
pastor of Greensburg Baptist Church

in Greensburg; Carol Lee, a worker

with Highland Ministries in Louis-

ville; Richmond Marcy, principal of

Kentucky School for the Blind; and
Becky Hunger, mental health educa-
tor with Hazelwood Center.

dividuals with fear and silence, they
drive those families away from the
church, Lee writes.

Instead, to make a positive im-
pact on such families, Lee suggests
Christians should: ‘ '

B Listen. “At times a hurt and
confused parent needs to verbalize
thoughts and feelings. A Christian
friend can minister often just by lis-
tening.”

0 Speak. “A few words of truth
offered in a loving manner may cor-
rect wrong beliefs and negative at-
titudes.” :

0 Visit. “A visit demonstrates
your interest and concern.”

B Continue. “Fellowship devel-
ops with time and makes it possible
to share feelings of pain.”

l Loosen up. “A relaxed, infor-
mal ministry is best. Natural humor,
honest sharing and a warm and re-
ceptive relationship will help find
the source and level of pain.”

presentations.
Other training
sessions for

late summer

Ministries churches could offer

What can a church do to minis-
ter to mentally retarded children
and adults?

Plenty, according to nine con-
tributors to the new “Handbook for
Ministry with Persons with Mental
Retardation” published by the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention.

The greatest unmet need is ser-
vices for mentally retarded adults
over age 21, the handbook explains.
While there are needs to be met
among all age levels, mentally re-
tarded adults receive the least help
from already existing social pro-
grams.

Among all age levels, here are
some of the handbook’s sugges-
tions for ministries churches could
undertake:

0 A “secret pal” program. A per-
son in the church becomes a secret
pal to a person with special needs.
They agree to write or call the pal
once a week and send small gifts on
special occasions. Then at an end-
of-year fellowship, the pals finally
meet.

“This helps the special needs
person feel a bond with someone in
the church other than their family
and teachers,” explains Pamela
Thrift, minister with handicapped
people at Highview Baptist Church
in Louisville. “At the same time it

allows the person who wants to be
involved but is intimidated by spe-
cial needs persons to reach our from
a distance until they are more com-
fortable.”

 Bamabas Connection. Volun-
teers become buddies with mental-
ly retarded friends and help them
engage in social activities.

0 Sunday school. Offer a special
needs class as appropriate or make
arrangements to include special
needs students within existing
structures.

B Prayer partners. Volunteers
agree to be called by special needs
people for prayer needs.

B Sanctuary pals. Volunteers
agree to sit with special needs
friends in worship.

B Service. Find opportunities for
the mentally retarded to make their
own contributions as greeters, in
mission ministry projects, by help-
ing set up for Wednesday evening
meals, through a role in worship or
through creation of handcrafted
work for display in the church.

I Fellowship events to bring
mentally retarded people and other
church members together. Sunday
school classes or missions organi-
zations might sponsor these events,
which could be talent shows, spring
fairs or sing-alongs.

Who is
mentally
retarded?

Mental retardation is a
developmental disorder
of a person with an 1Q of
70 or below that usually
is determined before age
18 unless precipitated by
trauma.

Such individuals do not
meet the standards
normally expected of
their ages in areas such
as social skills,

-communication and

responsibility.

There are more than 300
known causes.of mental
retardation, including
infections such as
meningitis, genetic
disorders such as
Downe’s Syndrome and
traumas suffered at birth.
Mental retardation is
classified in four
categories: mild,
moderate, severe and
profound.
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Thank God

Praise the Lord! Two
wonderful, encouraging
things have taken place

within the Southern
Baptist Convention in the
last few weeks.

One, a great mission

leader, Keith Parks,
determined to let the
Lord continue to use him
by becoming a vital part
of our world missions
enterprise through the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship.

Secondly, the
courageous and
Christian action of the
leadership of Woman’s
Missionary Union. The
WMU is to be highly
commended in its efforts
to “embrace” all
Southern Baptists!
Ernest L. Martin

Danville

On Monday, Jan. 18, the nation
recognized the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

The federal government, state and
local governments, public and private
schools, financial institutions and
many businesses were closed to hon-
or this great man in history.

I am disappointed, however, in
how seemingly few “white” churches
recognized this day as a legal holiday.

Several churches in Louisville
have been working toward harmony
with the black community and its
ministers. Joint services between
white and black churches have been
enjoyed by many. Further activities

that offer diversity in culture, song .

and community are being considered.

Yet we don’t recognize a holiday
of extreme importance to the African-
American, one that should be equally
as important to all people, all races, all
nationalities, all religious back-
grounds.

What Dr. King began years ago
cannot end with his death. We must
be responsible in our efforts to make
progress toward unity and under-
standing that Christ wants for all peo-
ple.

What a wonderful message we
send by merely publishing: “Office
closed Monday, Jan. 18, in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday.”

The message we send: “We be-
lieve in Dr. King’s efforts. We care
about racial equality. We desire unity
and harmony for all.”

It is but a start—but it is a start!

Carol Jones
Louisville

Another view

‘What I’'m about to say will be good
news to Baptists in Kentucky who are
working to reinstate the anti-sodomy
law which was declared unconstitu-
tional by a close vote of the Kentucky
Supreme Court.

The Louisville lawyer who stated
the evidence he thought condemned
the law used evidence that was whol-
ly unscientific and morally unsound.

R.C. Lewontin holds the Alex-
ander Agassiz chair in zoology at Har-
vard University.

In his book, Lewontin says: “There
is absolutely no evidence that there
are any genetic differences between
individuals of different sexual prefer-
ences. ... There are no studies of the
heredability of sexual preferences, so
the claims for genetic predispositions
to different forms of sexuality are pure
fancy. ... It is a made-up story that ap-
pears in textbooks, in courses in high
schools and universities, and popular
books and journals.”

So, regarding the judge who wrote
his justification for outlawing the sod-
omy law because homosexuals have
no choice and no cure, both state-
ments are false. A homosexual is one
by choice, and by the grace of God
through Christ, such a human being
can be made clean, whole and free.

Homer Wm. Smith
Louisville

In response to Rev. Keely’s oppo-
sition to women preaching or teach-
ing men (WR, Jan. 19), I have advice
for women such as Anne Graham

Lotz and Jill Briscoe: Take singing
lessons!

Ironically, women often are not al-
lowed to minister through preaching
or reading the Scriptures aloud but
sometimes are allowed to minister
through music, though often being
denied the title “minister.”

Ironically, those who oppose
women preachers are eager to invite
women to sing for church services and
conferences. It’s as if the only “word”
their solos contain is “la.”

Ironically, church music often is
thought of as “filler” or “preliminary”
to preaching, yet more people will
leave church singing “Amazing
Grace” than leave reciting the three-
points-and-a-poem of the sermon.

In 1989, I was invited by the Ken-
tucky Baptist evangelism office to
sing during several segments of the
Evangelism Conference. With prayer-
ful consideration, I chose music and
verbal introductions which were
scripturally based, attempting to say
through word and song something
that would be meaningful and inspir-
ing. In my opening segment, I said, “I
hope you don’t think I’'m here to ‘en-
tertain.””’

Surely, many men have learned
their theology from singing Fanny
Crosby’s “sermon,” “To God be the
Glory,” and have felt the call to mis-
sions when singing E. Margaret
Clarkson’s “sermon,” “So Send I
You.”

So, to Mrs. Lotz and Mrs. Briscoe,
I say, “Put your sermons to music, and
you’ll be allowed to get God’s mes-
sage across without rude objections.”

Naomi King Walker
Louisville

Gratitude to WMU

As a life-long Baptist and a Chris-
tian for almost as long, I want to ex-
press my gratitude to the Woman’s
Missionary Union for their Christ-like
approach to missions as they have
chosen to make the proclamation of
the gospel their central purpose rather
than the political agenda of the current
convention leadership.

My prayer is that all Christians
who feel burdened by the Great Com-
mission of our Lord will see the dis-
tracting influence of the current
Southern Baptist leaders and choose
other avenues to share the good news
of God’s love with a world suffering
physically and spiritually.

I would also express my disap-
pointment with the political agenda of
the Christian Life Commission lead-
ership, when the executive director
was attempting to persuade Billy Gra-
ham to withdraw from the inaugura-
tion of our new president because of
differences on a political issue. Was
Richard Land as interested in Dr. Gra-
ham’s participation when Richard
Nixon’s administration was obstruct-
ing justice and conducting illegal
combat incursions in Southeast Asia?

As ministers of the gospel, our re-
sponsibility is to be where we are sent,
where the Spirit leads, regardless of
the Richard Lands and Randall Ter-
1ys. If the message of grace is not pro-
claimed, how will those in darkness
ever be brought to the light?

I am thankful to Dr. Graham for his
ministry to all, even when their politi-
cal views were not mine.

Ed Canada
Middletown

is best for her.

There is a special bond between the

so final, yet in my heart it doesn't feel
that you are her parents, butI didn't want to sign. I did it for her

anything. Thank
birth. She was de

y Mom is sad too, she is her first

birthparents and

granddanghter. But like Mom
says, "just because it hurts doesn't mean it's wrong." Thinking of your happiness
does help the hurt.
didn't think I would miss holding her so much, and I wouldn't trade it for

grc])? for being at the hospital, I am glad you can tell her about her
itely the prettiest baby there! Please tell her that I have and I will

¥

& N &
.

ve families of Kentucky Baptist Homes
Adoption Program. You can feel the Heart to Heart bond between the birthparent and the adoptive couple expressed in the letters below.

v Dear Adoptive Couple,

Today has been a hard day. arental rights were terminated and it feels
h @ 4 ﬁzaﬁ). Iwill alvgalll s love my baby girl. I am glad

use I want what

so sad. Our pra¥

be told of your love for her.
As you can see in these pictures, she is growi
amazing how quickly she changes. She loves to eat and she espe-

a gift from

L

Dear Birthmother,

for Children's First Step Pregnancy Counseling and

Thank you so much for our beautiful litfle girl. She i truly

GocB She is perfect in every way. We are also so thank-
tomhave abirthmother like you. We feel that God has brought us
together.
I know it is difficult going to court. I wish you didn't feel
ers are with you. Be assured that she will always

fast. It is

always love her.

I want you to know that I will never intrude in your lives but a picture now
and then will be treasured. I hope to hear from you soon. She is very special and I
know you will take good care of her.

cially loves to stay up all night. Not only is she beautiful on the
outside but on the mside too. ?-Everyone in the church nursery com-
ments that she is the sweetest baby. It has been so fun staying home
with her these weeks and just watching her.

We are so fortunate to be her Mom and Dad. Thank you

Love, Birthmother for this precious gift. If possible, please send one of your baby
2 ke - y pictures. I would love to see the similarities. I think she has your
Tl by st o Ui i iy, Yot e [ Bl e e s e md i e
= : - g
ture. ﬁggirst g,tcp gnancy Counseling and Adoption Program offers ﬁope i profesgmi by e sendmg " ;

and support to birthparents and is giving new life to adoptive couples. Thank You! Love, Adoptive Couple

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 10801 Shelbyville Road « Middletown ¢ Kentucky « 40243
502-245-2101 or 1-800-456-1386
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WORLD

Friendship Ied to falth & understandmg

By Donald Martin
SBC Foreign Mission Board

MAUDZU, Malawi (BP)—It took
a still graveyard to stir a friendship
and a ministry to life.

Steve Evans, a Southern Baptist
missionary from Seattle, met Jameson
Mwenyeheri, a member of the Yao
tribe, on the shores of Lake Malawi in
1991. The encounter marked Evans’

entry into the Yao culture and Mwe--

nyeheri’s eventual entry into Christi-
anity.

Evans had taken a break from
meetings to join friends for the week-
end at a lakeside hotel with thatched
huts and a swath of sand for a beach.

During an afternoon walk along
the shore, Evans paused with his cam-
era to watch a few Yao children play.
His head was packed with Yao demo-
graphics and intricate cultural details
he would use in his ministry with the
Yao Outreach Committee, an interde-
nominational group formed to reach
the 1.5 million Yao of Malawi,
Mozambique and Tanzania.

But to the Yao around him, he was
just another tourist wandering off the
hotel compound.

“I had all this research and statisti-
cal information, but nothing was per-
sonalized,” Evans recalled. “T was lit-
erally in the middle of the Yao, but I
didn’t have a way of gaining an en-
trance into the nearby village.”

It was then that Mwenyeheri, a
confident 28-year-old, spotted Evans
and offered to show him things to
photograph in the village.

Barely containing his excitement,
Evans followed Mwenyeheri. As they
toured, he mentioned he wanted to
record Yao music for radio broad-
casts. Intrigued, Mwenyeheri said he
would check with the chief, his uncle.

Soon they passed a small grave-
yard where crosses marked a few
graves.

“I was surprised to see that,” Evans
said, “and asked, ‘Are there Christians
here?””

“We’re three kinds of Yao here—
Christians, Muslims and ‘People of
the Dance,””” Mwenyeheri answered.

Evans was hooked.

“I guess I’'m a romantic, and this
phrase, ‘People of the Dance,’ just
grabbed me. It sounded so beautiful,”
he said. “I think that’s really what

DANCE BAND A Yao dancer in Maudzu, Malawi, demonstrates steps to one of the many
Yao traditional tribal dances. In the background, Southern Baptist missionary Steve Evans
and Jameson Mwenyeheri, a member of the Yao tribe, record the accompanying drums
which pound out the dancer’s cadence. Evans’ recordings will play on Yao-language
radio programs which are broadcast twice daily to communicate the Christian message
to Yao listeners in Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania. (BP photo by Charles Ledford)

sprung open our conversation. We
started comparing each other’s-cul-
tures and lives. We became friends.”

The friendship grew as Evans re-
turned time and again to the village.

He recorded Yao music and
learned more about the People of the
Dance, who uphold the tribe’s tradi-
tional religion with its colorful danc-
es, spiritual ceremonies and myriad of
gods. He also saw how the People of
the Dance bowed to the prestige of Is-
lam and its hold on the Yao commu-
nity.

Some Christian researchers ques-
tion how deeply Islam has penetrated
the Yao. Ninety-five percent of the
Yao are Muslim, and many say: “To
be Yao is to be Muslim.” But they
usually mean a heavily modified or
folk Islam—a blend of beligfs more
resembling tribal religion than a faith
based on the Koran, Islam’s holy
scriptures.

However, the lack of groundmg in
Islamic teaching doesn’t necessarily
make them open to the gospel, ex-
plained Braam Willemse, a South Af-
rican Baptist missionary who works
with Yao Outreach Committee.

Yet societal pressures have
brought changes that demand new an-
swers. A small but growing part of the
Yao community questions traditions.

And the Yao radio broadcasts intend
to tap this growing need, Evans said.

The programs of music, discussion
and drama, which started in March
1991, intend to stimulate an aware-
ness of God and to present facets of
the gospel.

Evans had no idea how his bud-
ding friendship with Mwenyeheri was
leading him to a new awareness of the
gospel.

“The first time I returned to his vil-
lage to record, we started talking
about the Bible,” Evans said. “He had
studied the Bible in school, but he was
not a Christian. I didn’t press things,
because I felt the first thing you don’t
want to do in a Muslim community is
run people away.”

But a few weeks later, Evans asked
Mwenyeheri if he had thought any
more about what it meant to be Chris-
tian. Mwenyeheri said he had not just
thought about it, he had become a
Christian.

“I was elated,” Evans recalls. “But
he didn’t stop there.” Within four
months Mwenyeheri started a church
in his village, which grew from four
to 35 members in its first year.

“We (missionaries) spend years
trying to do this stuff, and here he is
starting a church in his yard with three
people ready to be baptized.”

Sudan bears brunt of ancient Muslim-Christian conflict

Continued from page 1

In fact, traditionally “Christian”
nations have had the upper hand in the
battle since the decline of Islam’s cul-
tural golden age centuries ago. Domi-
nated, colonized and often oppressed,
many Muslims have nurtured a sense
of grievance ever since. The militant
brand of Islam sponsored by Iran and
other hard-line Muslim states has
- fanned that long-smoldering resent-
ment into open flames.

Sudan is perhaps the most horrify-
ing front in militant Islam’s expand-
ing war against Christianity, but it is
far from the only one:

B Christians are under attack in
Egypt. Every week believers are
killed or injured, reports say. More
than 100 died in such attacks last year.

l Muslims destroyed scores of
churches in Indonesia after one Chris-
tian group compared Jesus to Muham-
mad, Islam’s prophet.

0l Pakistan postponed enforcement
of a new law requiring citizens to car-
ry identity cards listing their religion

_only after a major outcry from its

Christian minority. Christians and
other religious minorities fear the law
will lead to more discrimination
against them in the nation, where
Muslim clerics want Islamic law en-
forced as law of the land.

B Saudi Arabian authorities be-
headed a man accused of blasphem-
ing Islam and reviling Muhammad.
The real reason for his execution,
sources believe: his conversion to
Christianity and attempts to spread his

new faith. The beheading was widely
publicized in Saudi Arabia to pacify
rising Muslim militants.

I Muslim fundamentalists assault-
ed a Christian village in Bangladesh,
burning a church, destroying homes
and attacking a Christian hospital.

“We’re experiencing a wave of ac-
tivity sparked by Muslim fundamen-
talism,” said a Christian worker in the
Middle East. “It’s been there all along
under the surface, but it certainly has
intensified. Each country sort of has
its own brand of it.”

‘Whatever happens in the political-
military sphere, Islam will not crush
the Christian church even in its own
heartland, Christian observers predict.

A Christian revival apparently has
broken out in Egypt. Even in Iran,

evangelical Christians reportedly
have grown nearly fourfold in 15
years. Nine of every 10 baptized be-
lievers are Muslim converts.

“Among Muslims today, Iranians
are the most open to the gospel,” one
Iranian Christian leader claimed.

“It’s interesting,” added the Chris-
tian worker. “It seems like the church
under persecution does better.”

Yet rising Muslim fundamental-
ism, political turmoil, repression and
economic hardship are combining to
drive more and more Christians from
the land of the Bible, according to the
Middle East Council of Churches.
The number of Christians leaving the
Middle East, the council reported last
year, “has reached an unprecedented
level.”

WORLD VIEW

B More than 15,000
blankets and $200,000 in
medical supplies and
hygenic items are on
their way to Bosnia in a
cooperative effort by the
Baptist World Aid arm of
the Baptist World
Alliance and three other
relief organizations.
BWAid now is working
on a possible shipment
to Croatia. Donations
earmarked for BWAid
efforts in Bosnia, Croatia
and Serbia may be sent
to BWA at 6733 Curran
St., McLean, Va. 22101-
6005.

W Georgian President
Eduard Shevardnadze,
the former Soviet foreign
minister and ally of
Mikhail Gorbachev,
announced in late
November that he had
become a Christian.
Shevardnadze was
baptized at a Georgian
Orthodox cathedral, he
told a national radio
audience.

M Traffic jams
throughout Manila,
caused by deflated tires
on scores of buses and
cars, persisted for hours
during a late December
evening rush hour after
religious cult leader
Alelio Bernaldez told his
followers that flat tires
were the will of God. The
group distributed fliers
stating that deflating tires
was “God’s way of
stopping bad deeds.”
Police arrested 32 people
in the event.

M Church of England
bishops are hoping to
avoid a schism by
appeasing clergy who
oppose the ordination of
women as priests. The
House of Bishops has
proposed sending out
three traveling bishops
who would minister to
opponents of women
priests in diocese where
the assigned bishop is a
supporter.
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

Kentucky’s birth rate is
slightly lower than the
national average. For the
most recent year of
record, 1991, Kentucky’s
birth rate was 14.6 per
1,000 residents,
compared to a national
rate of 16.2 per 1,000.
Source: Vital Statistics
Report

PEOPLE

Mountains to the Mississippi

B BRODHEAD—McKinney
Church ordained Richard Walden to
the ministry Feb. 7. Walden is interim
pastor at Sunrise Church in Somerset.
B BURNA—Buddy Keeling, pastor
of Good Hope Church, has resigned
due to health considerations.

B CARROLLTON—Stanley
Reedy, pastor of Whites Run Church,
received an honorable mention for his
sermon “There’s no such thing as a
free lunch.” The award was one of 30
Small Church Preaching Awards giv-
en by Mon Valley Ministries, an in-
terdenominational coalition support-
ing small churches.

B CLOVERPORT—Roger Wil-
loughby has resigned after eight years

.as Assist director for Blackford Bap-

tist Association.
B ERLANGER—Erlanger Church
ordained six as deacons Feb. 7: Mike
Clark, Oza Delaney, Keith Ham-
mond, Eddie Massey, Romey Rey-
nolds and Greg Stamper.
B GREENVILLE—Ted Tucker is
interim youth director at Second
Church.
B HAMPTON—Hampton Church
will ordain Randy Beals, pastor of
Dyer Hill Church in Smithland, to the
ministry Feb. 21.
B HAWESVILLE—New Life
Church called Gary Roberts, from
South Carolina, as pastor.

Tim Hughes has accepted the po-
sition of assistant camp director of the
Schafer Baptist Camp, operated by

Also, Hughes will serve as youth di-
rector at Union Church in Hawesville.
B LEXINGTON—Victory Church
called Coye Still III as pastor. Still
previously served as pastor of Burk’s
Branch Church in Shelbyville.
B LOUISVILLE—Buechel Park
Church ordained Roxie Hoffman and
Caroline Randolph as deacons.

Deer Park Church called Joel
Drinkard, a professor at Southern
Seminary and member of the church,
as interim pastor.

Kenwood Church called Phil Ellis
as pastor.
B MYRA—Faith Mission has sched-
uled several featured guests: Lois
Jane Huddleston, Feb. 14; Bill
Whittaker, of Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College, for spring revival,
March 21-24; and Betty Jean Robin-
son, April 24-25.
B OWENSBORO—Wallace Mor-
ris is retiring as pastor of Crabtree

Ray
Wilson

Is Scheduling
Revivals &

Bible Studies
for 1993 —Dates Available.

Call Today: (606) 986-6087
(Leave Message), Or Write:
P.O. Box 334, Berea, Ky. 40403

Avenue Church. His 46 years of min-
istry include seven years as a voca-
tional evangelist. Wallace will live in
Bowling Green and will be available
for interim and supply preaching.
B SOMERSET—David Morris is
pastor of Duke Memorial Church. The
church will ordain three recently-
elected deacons: Donald Black, Frank
Rhodus and Paul Wilson.

Pleasant Hill Church called Roger
Weddle as interim pastor.

Seeking
Pastor

The members of Cadiz
(KY) Baptist Church are
requesting resumés of
candidates for pastor.
The church has 510 res-
ident members with 285
in Sunday school. Send
resumé and statement
of ministry to:

Mr. Larry Kemp, co-chair PSC

111 Melwood Drive
Cadiz, KY 42211

(Please do not send resumé
to church address.)

: CLASSIFIED ADS

ACT NOW! Only eight spaces
left. Holy Land tour, July 1-9. Cruise
Paul’s missionary journeys (optional).
Call Dr. T.L. McSwain, (502) 423-
1342 or (502) 964-6403.

NEEDED: Small church needs
donated items: tables, chairs, used car-
pet, misc. furnishings. Jeff Thompson,
Bethel Flock Baptist, (502) 637-4686.

WANTED: Full-time minister of
music and outreach. Contact Mrs.
Laura Cannon, Burlington Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 48, Burlington, Ky.
41005; (606) 586-6529.

SEEKING: National church fur-
niture manufacturer (since 1960)
seeks full/part-time commission sales
rep. in Kentucky. Van, wagon or com-
parable vehicle needed. Call Steve
Smith, (800) 234-6624.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swimming
and campground. Year-round Chris-
tian fun.

] Steeples &

' Baptistries

| Fromthe world's
(! largest manufacturer of
! fiberglass church products

Call or write for
our free catalog

o Steeples ® Krinklglas®

+ @ Baptistries Windows
o Lighted Wall e Baptistry Heaters
Crosses

1-800-527-1459
PQ Box 1340
Henderson, TX 75653-1340

Daviess-McLean Baptist Association.

SPECIALTIES

‘= FIBERGLASS
INCORPORATED

‘Beyond Goose Creek—River of No Return’

Preston “Doc” Keith ran away from our vil-
lage and school of Oneida 51 years ago. He was a
very unhappy 16-year-old when he left home to
find work in Cincinnati and less than a year later
was in the Navy doing dangerous convoy duty in
World War II.

Doc has found a good measure of happiness
the past half century. He found it in a solid reli-
gious faith in our Lord Jesus, in a good marriage,
children and grandchildren. A lifelong lover of
books, he has read much, and in retirement has
been doing a good bit of reflecting and
writing.

He has written a tremendous book
on his first 16 years of life that will be
available in hardback two months from
now. I have personally spent at least
100 hours over the past two years in
editing, proofreading, and otherwise
supervising the publishing of this fas-
cinating account. Four of our staff and
two friends have also collectively
worked at least a thousand hours in
typesetting, proofing, making nega-
tives of each page, printing, all that is

ONEIDA |
JOURNAL

Barkley M

to affect me mentally. [ began to think that every-
one came to our home only to see me.

“The responsibility for my well-being was
placed on my mother. She promptly passed that
responsibility on to my older siblings. To hear
them tell it, it took all six of them to keep one en-
terprising little boy out of mischief.

“My mother was a gentle soul. Lenient in her
exercise of authority, it was easy for us children
to talk our way around her.

“Her garden supplied a substantial portion of
the food used to keep her brood fed. It
was filled with everything known to
her for a healthy diet. Vegetables were
planted to mature at different times
during the season. Early lettuce, cu-
cumbers and melons were grown in
hotbeds. Peas, onions, turnips, cab-
bage, carrots, peppers, tomatoes and
beets were grown in furrows. The sur-
plus vegetables were canned.

“About twice a year, she would run
out of items we couldn’t grow on the
farm and that she felt were essential to
a well run household. These included

oore

involved. In just a few days, having
done all else, it will be on its way to a bindery to
be hardbound.

All of us involved in publishing the book, to
be titled “Beyond Goose Creek—River of No
Return,” are very excited. Doc’s is a beautifully
written, poignant story. The following will give
you a bit of the flavor.

“Dr. Preston Jennings Jones used horses to car-
1y him on his rounds. He attended my mother on a
wintery day in February. ... I weighed in at 2 mod-
est 13 pounds. ... Being named for my doctor
caused me to get the nickname ‘Doc.’

“After two years of being patted, pinched, pet-
ted, praised, hugged, kissed, admired ... it began

coffee, sugar, flour and baking soda.
She would calculate how many chickens she
needed to sell for these provisions, tie their legs
together, throw them into a wagon. Then she, my
father and some of the children would be off on a
bartering expedition to Manchester. ...

“Twelve was the usual number at our house,
and sometimes that many relatives would show
up for a visit. Our house would be bathed in the
delicious aromas wafting from my mother’s kitch-
en. ... Nobody complained of being overcrowded.
The adults got the beds and the children got pal-
lets on the floor.”

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Paid Column

Missions emphasis at Clear
Creek this semester is especially
strong because we have two mis-
sionary-in-residence families on
campus. James and Dorothy Ditty,
South Africa, and Tim and Brenda
Searcy, Colombia, are walking fa-
miliar ground.

The Searcys have the longest
connection with Clear Creek. His
father was one of the first four grad-
uates from the three-
year diploma program.
Tim recalls coming back
with the family each
August to the alumni re-
union. “The services al-
ways included graduates
testifying about God’s
work in their life and
church. Those experi-
ences continue to influ-
ence my life.”

Licensed to preach at
age 16, Tim graduated
from Oneida in 1973.
Winchester native Brenda Barrett
became his bride in 1975, and they
moved to Clear Creek the next year.
She took the music ministry track
while on campus. Both also eamed
a bachelor of arts at Lincoln Memo-
rial University, and Tim received a
master of religious education and
doctor of education at New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary. In
Colombia Tim taught at the Inter-
national Baptist Seminary, Cali.

On furlough Searcy teaches two
religious education classes for

Alumni families missionaries in residence

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

Paid Column

Clear Creek and the Southern Sem-
inary campus center. He also directs
an assessment planning committee
preparing a campus master plan for
SACS accreditation.

James Ditty certainly identifies
with our adult education emphasis.
He was converted at age 30, called
to preach at 40, and began work in
South Africa at 50.

Ditty left a secure management
job to enter school in
1975. Using the influ-
ence of the campus
WMLU, the Lord called
Dorothy to missions.
James acknowledges, “I
wasn’t fully surrendered
to go anywhere.” After a
doctor of ministries at
Southwestern they were
appointed associate mis-
sionaries and he was
asked to teach Old Tes-
tament and Hebrew at
the Baptist Theological
College. They lived near Johannes-
burg and had some work in the
black townships.

Ditty’s excitement for missions
is communicated in a missions class
and a class on wisdom literature.
Mrs. Ditty teaches a minister’s wife
course on the devotional life.

Both of these couples are avail-
able for missions presentations.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Physical condition affects exercise of spiritual gifts

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—A
person’s physical condition often de-
termines what he can do with spiritual
or mental gifts, but many Christians
are too lazy to maintain their bodies,
according to a Southern Baptist fitness
specialist.

Baptists are not alone in their flab-
biness, lack of conditioning and un-
willingness to deal with it, said Tom-
my Yessick, who works in the South-
ern Baptist Sunday School Board’s
church recreation department.

People can control 53 percent of
the physical factors that impact their
quality of life by paying attention to
exercise, eating, stress and relaxation,
Yessick said. “Only 47 percent of
physical condition is attributed to en-
vironment, health care and heredity—

things you can’t change.”

Yessick offers this spiritual per-
spective to physical conditioning for
people who say they try to be Christ-
like: Christ walked everywhere he
went and one day walked 50 miles and
on another occasion walked 120 miles
in three days.

“He had to have been physically fit
to do the things he did. Remember,
Christ grew up working in a carpen-
ter’s shop that didn’t have Skil saws,”
Yessick said.

Although many people put off
physical conditioning with the idea of
doing it later, Yessick said they may
not have a chance later.

Cardiovascular disease begins ear-
ly. Men in the 3545 age group likely
will never realize they have a prob-

Worship non-fattening but
church dinners may not bhe

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)—
Baptists like to get together for wor-
ship, prayer, study and fellowship.
They also like to get together and eat.

The good news is worship, prayer,
study and fellowship are sugar-free,
fat-free, sodium-free and healthy for
everyone.

The bad news is, when church ac-
tivities involve meals or refreshments,
individuals on restrictive diets may be
unintentionally excluded or limited in
participation.

About 14 million Americans have
diabetes, according to American Dia-
betes Association statistics. Thou-
sands of others have been diagnosed
with some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease. For many of these individuals, a
carefully controlled diet is not just a
matter of attractiveness or physical fit-
ness but a matter of life and death.

Nutritionists estimate in a typical
group of people at a church dinner or
other such function, one-third could
eat whatever is served with no prob-
lem; another one-third could benefit
by watching their intake of fat, sodi-
um and sugar; and the remaining one-
third would definitely need to be on
low-fat, low-sodium and low-sugar
diets.

“I don’t usually let anything stop
me” from participating in social func-
tions where food is served, said Cindy
Rice, who is diabetic. She is director
of foundation development at South-
west Baptist University in Bolivar,
Mo. Rice said she has long since over-
come any hesitancy about refusing
items that are not allowable or asking
for a substitute such as fresh fruit in-
stead of a dessert high in sugar.

But not everyone feels that com-
fortable with dietary restrictions, ac-

cording to Alice Lumbley, dietary di-
rector for the Baptist Home retirement
center at Ironton, Mo. For diabetic
residents, especially, she said, “this is
a very hard thing for them” when they
go out to a “beautiful church dinner ...
with everybody’s favorite dessert”
and see so many things they cannot
have. Some feel sensitive about ask-
ing for anything different from the
regular fare offered, she said.

‘While not recommending a ban on
brownies or a resolution denouncing
coconut creme pie, several dieticians
do suggest churches make an effort to
include healthwise foods along with
the heavier fare at their food-and-fel-
lowship functions.

Offering menu options lower in
sugar, salt and fat not only makes
meal participation more accessible to
people on restricted diets; it also
makes good health sense for people
who aren’t on diets, they pointed out.

Tips for cutting down on fat in-
clude substituting unsaturated fats for
saturated fats and trimming visible fat
from meats.

People on sugar-restricted diets
should be offered dessert options,
Lumbley suggested. Fruit, either fresh
or packed in fruit juice, is one possi-
bility. Sugar-free mixes and recipes
are available for custards, puddings
and gelatin desserts. If necessary,
these could be identified as “sugar-
free” with a small sign on a toothpick
or straw. ‘

Along with healthwise food op-
tions, dieticians suggest offering a
generous helping of sensitivity and
courtesy. If refreshments are offered,
and someone says, “No, thank you,”
don’t push them to partake, they em-
phasize.

I Nearly 40 percent of Ameri-
cans are overweight.

0§ 62 percent of ministers who
died last year died as a result of
heart attacks.

I The U.S. leads the world in
cases of hypertension, cancer and
heart attacks.

0§ 60 percent of all cancer is
caused by improper nutrition.

i 80 percent of Americans suf-
fer from lower back pain, often the
result of lack of exercise. ;

I Psychosis was the leading
medical expenditure for Southern
Baptist ministers in 1991.

lem. In that age group, the most com-
mon indication of heart disease is
death, Yessick said. “’You may not get
warning signs or a second chance.”

But, the good news is simple ef-
forts can delay the effects of cardio-
vascular disease, Yessick said.

“If you can’t do anything else,
walk,” he said. “Walk a minimum of
three times a week for 30-45 minutes.
Four or five times a week would be
better.”

Next, Yessick suggests modifying
diet. “Nobody needs to go on a diet.
They need to change their diet. After
you go on a diet, you go back to the
old way of doing things. You need to
change your eating habits and exer-
cise to control weight.”

Most Americans aren’t willing to

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—
The internationally known founder of
the aerobics movement challenged
students at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary Jan. 22 to “glo-
rify God with your bodies.”

Kenneth Cooper, founder and
president of the Cooper Aerobics
Center in Dallas, asked students dur-
ing a chapel service at the Fort Worth
school to commit to some form of aer-
obic exercise in light of evidence of
high levels of stress among ministers.

Cooper cited a 1991 Southern Bap-
tist Convention report that placed
ministers below average in physical
fitness, with heart attacks being the
leading cause of death among males
and cancer the leading cause among
females. He revealed statistics show-
ing that people who do some type of
weekly aerobic exercise increased
longevity by two and a half years.

“If I could get everyone here today,

all ages, to dedicate 30 minutes three
times a week to some type of sus-
tained physical activity, it could im-
prove the quantity, I assure you, as
well as the quality of your lives,” Coo-
per said.

According to Cooper, studies show
that the average minister works 56

Ministers called to fitness

maintain a program to keep physical-
ly fit, Yessick said. Consequently, the
United States ranks high in colon can-
cer, heart attacks, diabetes, obesity
and other problems related to exces-
sive fat intake, improper diet and lack
of exercise.

“We’re in a quick-fix society and
lack the discipline for exercise and
proper diet,” he said.

But, Yessick said, without physi-
cal conditioning, Christians will have
a hard time doing other things.

“It’s a shame we don’t have the
endurance to do our daily tasks and
then have energy left over to do any-
thing else,” he said.

“If we are spiritually fit and men-
tally fit but we have no physical
strength, what can we do with it?”

e

hours a week, while only 16 percent
have memberships in health clubs.

“Of professional groups, pastors
are the most deconditioned people I
see,” he said. .

In a survey of hospital costs for
Southern Baptist ministers, Cooper
found that psychosis was the leading
expenditure, with $1.6 million spent
in 1991. Maternity costs were second,
and heart bypass surgeries were third.

Cooper’s study showed that twice
as much was spent for psychosis as for
heart surgery.

“God hath not given us a spirit of
fear but of power and love and of
sound mind. That’s what we’re teach-
ing and preaching, but are we practic-
ing it?”” Cooper asked.

The study also showed the top two
prescription drugs used by ministers
were for high blood pressure and
stomach ulcers.

“Since when is a bleeding ulcer a
sign of spirituality? When will we
learn that efficiency is enhanced not
by what we accomplish but by what
we delegate or relinquish?” he said.

Cooper, a Southern Baptist lay-
man, is the author of 11 books which
have sold more than 20 million copies
in 41 languages and Braille.
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“We’re in a quick-
fix society and
lack the discipline
for exercise and

proper diet.”
Tommy Yessick, fitness
specialist

THICK AND THIN Both
physically fit and over-
weight, poorly conditioned
bodies are represented in
most Baptist congrega-
tions. Promoting fitness
makes good sense for
Christians, experts say, be-
cause fit bodies are better
able to serve the Lord. (BP
photo by Jim Veneman)
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A Statement of Values

"We believe . . . it is our responsibility

to provide accessible healthcare and to
contribute to the improvement of the

general health and wellness of our community
and environment through a continuum of care,
effective community education and continuous
quality improvement of our services."

BAPFIST HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

Baptist Hospital East, Louisville
Central Baptist Hospital, Lexington
Western Baptist Hospital, Paducah
Baptist Regional Medical Center, Corbin
Tri-County Baptist Hospital, La Grange
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