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Special report 
Leaders of Woman's 

Missionary Union have 
issued a 12-page special 

report to clarify 
misunderstandings 

about recently adopted 
changes. See page 2. 

Singles retreat 
Success in life is found 
by placing God in first 

place, singles were told 
during the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's 

annual single adult 
retreat. See page 3. 

Family Forum 
As I get older, how can I 
involve my adult children 

in my decision-making 
without giving up my 

own rights? 
Seepage 4. 

Editorial 
Pushing the vague 

language of the Freedom 
of Choice Act through 

Congress does not serve 
the best interests of 

Americans. See page 5. 

Gays in military 
A new poll finds 

Americans cont used 
about whether 
acknowledged 

homosexuals should be 
allowed to serve in the 

military, but evangelicals 
are more certain of their 

opinions. See page 7. 

CP·close to goal 
At the mid-year point, 

Kentucky's Cooperative 
Program unified budget 

is close to its budget 
goal. See page 8. 

_ Lloyd dies 
Former missionary Kathy 

Lloyd died at her home 
in Henderson March 24. 

See pages 5 & 1 O. 
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Kentuckians led Bible translation for Quechuas 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

HOPKINSVILLE- Larry Baker 
doesn't like to start something he 
can't finish. 

That's why the Kentuckian and 
former missionary was to return to 
Peru March 30. The Quechua-speak­
ing Indians there were dedicating the 
first Quechua translation of the New 
Testament April 4, and Baker said he 
didn't want to miss the event. 

Actually, there isn't much of the 
five-year project Baker has missed. 

In 1985, when he and his wife, 
Lou Anne, became the first Southern 
Baptist missionaries to work among 

' the 11 million Quechua Indians in 
Peru, they immediately discovered 
the overwhelming need for a Quechua 
translation of the Bible. 

PERU VIEW Larry Baker, former Southern Baptist foreign missionary and now director of 
missions for Christian County Baptist Association, surveys the city of Huarez, Peru. Be­
fore leaving the mission field, he and his wife, Lou Anne, led an effort to translate the New 
Testament in the Quechua language. (FMB photo by Warren Johnson) 

"How could (the Quechuas) hear 
the word, if they didn' t even have the 
word?" Baker asked. 

The biggest challenge in providing 
a translation in that culture, Baker 
said, was that "there was no literature 
of any kind in their language." 

Despite these odds, the Bakers' 
desire to provide Quechua Indians 
with their own New Testament be­
came one of the biggest priorities in 
their ministry. 

Receiving endorsement from the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, which later was coupled with 
technical assistance from the United 
Bible Society, the Bakers launched 
into their project. 

For the first phase of the work, _ 

Seminary trustees elect Mohler president 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-R. Albert Mohler 
Jr. was named the ninth president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary March 26 by a 46-5 vote of the 
seminary's trustees during a called 
meeting held in executive session. 

In a news conference later that day, 
the 33-year-old editor of Georgia 
Baptists' weekly newsjournal pledged 
his commitment to the conservative 
movement within the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, to the inerrancy of 
Scripture and to the seminary's Ab­
stract of Principles. 

He urged Southern Baptists to 
look to the seminary's promising fu­
ture rather than focus on the contro­
versy that has dominated the SBC 
since 1979 and apparently led to the 
earlier-than-planned retirement of 
Southern's current president, Roy 
Honeycutt. 

"I am not so much interested in re­
sponding to the past but in pointing to 
the future," Mohler said. 

"I call upon all who love Southern 
Seminary to go-with us, to grow with 
us," he added. ''We ask Southern Bap­
tists of good will to go with us, to pray 
with us, to build with us." 

Mohler said he accepts the position 
with "great awe and humility." 

"No human language can express 
the overflowing of my heart at this 
hour," he explained. "I pledge to you 
the full measure of my devotion and 
service to this calling .... A lifetime of 

service would be inadequate to repay 
the debt I owe this institution." 

Mohler said there is no conflict 
between his love for the institution 
which recently educated him and his 
desire to be part of bringing about 
change within the institution. 

"I am at one with the call for 
change within the institutional life of 
the Southern Baptist Convention," he 
said. ''That is not in any way incom­
patible or inconsistent with my love 
for this institution." 

Mohler described himself as an in­
errantist, but said inerrancy "isn' t the 
only word I would use of Scripture." 

"I believe the Scripture is without 
error, ... but the most important thing 
to say of Scripture is that it is God's 
word."-

Mohler, whose nomination was 
announced by the trustee search com­
mittee in February, was presented to 
the full board during a March 25-26 
meeting in Atlanta. After Mohler's 
election in that closed session, he and 
the chairman and vice chairman of the 
board flew to Louisville for a recep­
tion and news conference on the sem­
inary campus. 

Trustee Chairman Wayne Allen, 
who also served as chair of the search 
committee, defended his calling of the 
special meeting. 

Some students, faculty and alumni 
had questioned the cost, timing and 
location of the special meeting, which 
was held three weeks prior to the reg­
ular spring trustee meeting. 

Although Allen declined to say 

how much the meeting cost, conser­
vative estimates secured by the West­
ern Recorder from a professional 
travel planner showed a minimum 
expense of $30,000. 

The seminary has cut about 
$500,000 from its budget in the past 
three years, and President Honeycutt 
told an SBC budget-planning group in 
January that if income doesn't in­
crease, the next step likely would be 
staff layoffs. A student matriculation 
fee increase is to be recommended for 
the fall semester. 

Allen said he believes the special 
meeting was worth whatever it cost 
because electing a president is one of 
the most important events in a semi­
nary's life. This "investment" in the 
future was done more thoroughly dur­
ing a special meeting rather than be­
ing tacked onto the already full sched­
ule of the spring meeting, he said. 

Student protests during the two 
days of the meeting focused on the 
search committee's actions more than 
on Mohler' s selection. At a Student 
Government Association booth on 
campus, students wrote about 400 
postcards to trustees to express their 
concerns, said Ruth Davison; SGA 
president. 

No student, faculty or alumni rep­
resentatives were included in the 
news conference where the president­
elect was introduced. 

When asked about criticism that 
the seminary community had been 
left out of the search committee' s 
□ See Mohler elected ... , page 9 

Baker secured a team of Quechuas to 
serve as translators. Of the 16 chosen, 
he said, five were Baptist and 11 rep­
resented other evangelical groups. 

The team spent two years im­
mersed in intensive and tedious trans­
lation, working eight hours a day. 

Baker, who previously had worked 
in theological education in Ecuador, be­
gan each morning by leading the team 
in a two-hour study of two New Tes­
tament passages. Then the team, di­
vided into two groups, would spend 
that day on those texts. 

Baker taught from the Greek text; 
the team translated from Spanish. 

The groups worked independently 
on two New Testament books. When · 
they completed a book, they switched 
texts and back-translated the work to 
check for accuracy. 

Baker also checked the work by 
having passages read to people in the 
villages and over the local radio sta­
tion. This insured that the final work 
would be understandable. 

Lou Anne Baker also was in­
volved at every stage of the process, 
Baker said. She kept the translators' 
work on a computer and made neces­
sary changes during the revision 
stage. 

"She did all the hard work," Baker 
said. "And as a result, she speaks the 
language a lot better than I do. She has 
become a top-notch Quechua lin­
guist." 

In all, seven revisions were re­
quired before the New Testament was 
completed last summer for printing. 
□ See Kentuckians translated ... , page 3 

Church can 
help prevent 

' senior suicide 
PRINCETON, N.J. (RNS)--:'.­

The church has an importantrole 
to play in .preventing sui¢ige 
among senior adults, · according 
to a new Gallup Poll. 

When asked if they knew 
where they would go for advice 
to help a frieqd contemplating 
suicide, 011e senior aduh in tlu;ee 
named a me_mber of the clergy 
(24 percent) or church (10 per­
cent). Religious individuals and 
institutions led the list over · all 
others such ·as physicians, psy­
chiatrists, psychglogis.ts, hospi:rt 
tals, clinics andielatiyes;.1 · 1 "iii 

The Gallup Orgaruzation also 
reported on factors that prompt 
senior adults to consider suicide 
and how chur<:hes can help: 

I Loss ... of ll. loved one. 
Churches should help the ,be­
reaved well beyond the meinori::. 
al and interment services. 

I Loneliness and depression. 
Churches can help senior aclults 
become involved in community 
and volunteer interes.ts. _._ ,_ , 

I Bad health. "Out-patient" 
pastoral and lay visits to the in~ 
firm can be literal life-savers. 

. . I Loss of self-esteem, social · 
:,·_status and income. Churches can J 
:,:. help seni9rs a~hieve greatersp.ir-
1>itual values and goals. 



BAPTIST BITS 

■ Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 

trustees elected eight 
professors during their 
March 15-16 meeting. 

The eight had been 
teaching at Southeastern 

under various 
appointments but were 
· officially elected by 

trustee action during this 
meeting. Six of the eight 
followed President Paige 

Patterson to 
Southeastern from 
Criswell College in 

Dallas. 

■ The Stewardship 
Commission of the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention March 18-19 

adopted a 1993-94 
budget that is 11 percent 
smaller than the current 

year's and includes a 
reduction in staff of three 

people. 

■ The Colorado Baptist 
Convention committee 

searching for a new 
executive director­

treasurer is seeking 
recommendations. 

Nominations should be 
directed to Tom Pratt, 
241 S. 15th, Brighton, 

Colo. 80601. 

BAPTISTS 
WMU issues report to clarify its stanc·e 
By Susan Doyle 
Woman 's Missionary Union 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)­
Confusion and misunderstanding 
about recent decisions made by 
Southern Baptist Woman's Mission­
ary Union have prompted national 
WMU leaders to issue a 12-page spe­
cial report. 

''There has been some confusion 
surrounding action taken by the 
WMU executive board during its Jan. 
9-13 meeting," said Dellanna 
O'Brien, national WMU executive 
director. "This special report has been 
prepared to help provide background 
information and to bring clarification 
and understanding to the board ac­
tion." 

The report is being distributed by 
mail to all pastors, church staff mem­
bers, retired pastors, directors of mis­
sions and other SBC state and nation­
al workers. It also will be distributed 
at each state WMU spring meeting. 

The report includes a line-by-line 
overview of WMU' s work and in­
volvement with the Southern Baptist 
Convention before the board action 
and after the board action. 

Most of the items are exactly the 
same both before and after the board 
action. 

Only six of the 16 items listed 
show differences following the board 
action. These items include WMU' s 
decision to place greater emphasis on 
encouraging Southern Baptists to vol­
unteer in response to missions needs, 
to aggressively market generic mis­
sions materials to evangelical groups 
and to provide materials to support in 
prayer any Southern Baptist group in­
volved in missions. 

The special report also describes 
WMU' s action as "similar to practic­
es of several SBC agencies." 

With action taken by the board, 
WMU will begin to aggressively mar­
ket missions education materials for 
other evangelical groups. The report 

cites the Baptist Sunday School 
Board's similar practice of producing 
generic Christian materials which it 
sells to Southern Baptists and to other 
Christian organizations. 

"The Foreign Mission Board 
works with other evangelical Chris­
tian entities to do mission projects in 
various parts of the world," the report 
says. "The Radio and Television 
Commission routinely makes air time 
available to non-Southern Baptist 
groups on the ACTS Network." 

The report also cites the practice of 
the SBC of making exhibit space 
available to non-SBC groups at its 
annual meeting. 

In addition, Southern Baptist sem­
inaries admit and graduate students 
from other evangelical denomina­
tions, the report says. 

"We commend these agencies and 
commissions for their attempts to 
broaden their ministry and influence 
beyond their former boundaries," 
O'Brien said. · 

Baylor activates plans for- Truett Seminary 
WACO, Texas (BP)--Baylor Uni­

versity's board of regents voted 
March 23 to activate the George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary, perhaps 
as early as the fall of 1994. 

The decision is contingent upon a 
further positive review of proposed 
funding and facilities ·at the May 21 -
regularly scheduled board meeting, 
according to Baylor President Herbert 
Reynolds. 

The vote allows preparations to 
begin for the opening of the seminary, 
which was incorporated in 1991. En­
rollment will be limited to 50 students 
each year with a maximum enroll­
ment of 150 after three years, Rey­
nolds said. 

"As an academic entity of Baylor, 
the seminary will likely be linked to a 
heritage and tradition that is unapolo­
getically Baptist and historically com­
mitted to the pursuit of academic ex­
cellence," he said. 

The Baylor regents named Robert 

Sloan, the George W. Truett profes­
sor of evangelism at Baylor, as dean 
of the seminary. His responsibilities 
associated with the Truett Seminary 
will begin immediately but will not be 
full-time until after the May board 
meeting. _ •. 

The seminary has a 15-member 
board of trustees chaired by Daniel 
Vestal, pastor of Tallowood Baptist 
Church in Houston. 

"We believe the time is right for 
the birthing of a new instrument to 
prepare men and women for Christian 
ministry," Vestal said. "To begin a 
new seminary is a formidable task. It 
is a most significant undertaking re­
quiring measured thinking and delib­
erate decision making. 

"We envision the seminary as dis­
tinctive from other Baptist seminaries 
in several ways," Vestal said. "First, 
it will provide theological education 
in the context of a major international 
Baptist university. It will contribute to 

Dilday honored; request made . 
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­

Trustees of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary honored Rus­
sell Dilday on his 15th anniversary as 
president March 8-10 but suggested 
he should lead the way to hire more 
politically conservative faculty mem­
bers. 

In an annual formal appraisal of 
Dilday's performance, the trustee ex­
ecutive commi~e gave the president 
the highest rankings possible. Trustee 
Chairman Damon Shook said trustees 
remain confident in the president's 
administrative and organizational 
skills and his effectiveness in leading 
the faculty. 

But Shook said trustees expressed 
concerns about the appointment of 
faculty members·. He said even 
though recently appointed faculty 
were conservative theologically, 
board members questioned why peo­
ple "who hold to the politically con­
servative view" weren't chosen. 

"It's not that we're trying to pick 
people politically," Shook said. "We 

just felt that there needs to be a diver­
sity there." 

In other action, the board's student 
services committee recommended 
that trustees "encourage the adminis­
tration and faculty to create an atmo­
sphere that would embrace a pro-life 
organization if a current student felt 
led to begin such an organization" 
within the guidelines established for a 
club or organization. · 

At a banquet honoring Dilday for 
his 15 years as president, trustees pre­
sented Dilday and his wife, Betty, 
with a trip to a Southern Baptist mis­
sion field anywhere in the world. In 
response, the Dildays thanked board 
members but asked that the money be 
"reinvested" in Southwestern's new 
L.R. Scarborough Institute for Church 
Growth. 

Dilday announced the appoint­
ment of Richard Jackson, pastor of 
North Phoenix Baptist Church in 
Phoenix, Ariz., as an adjunct teacher. 
Jackson is retiring this year after more 
than 25 years at the Phoenix church. 

the total life of Baylor and also re­
ceive the benefit of the many academ­
ic opportunities presented on campus. 

"Second, it will provide theologi­
cal education with a unique focus on 
apprenticeships, internships and prac­
tical applications. Further, ilie -Truett .. 
Seminary will be a Baptist seminary 
whose ownership and vision from the 
very beginning will be multiracial and 
multicultural." 

This is not the first time a seminary 
will have operated at Baylor. In 1905 
the Baylor Theological Seminary was 
established after more than a decade 
of organized theological instruction. 
Three years later it became South­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. It moved to Fort Worth in 1910. 

Degrees to be offered at the Truett 
Seminary will include the master of 
divinity and the master of theology. 
Additional degrees related to the min­
istry may be considered at a future 
date, according to Sloan. 

MISSIONARY APPOINTMENT SERVICE A missionary appointment service like the one 
shown here in South Carolina last year will be held in Columbus, Ohio, April 20. Ohio 
Baptists, who expect an attendance of about 5,000 people, have invited Kentucky Bap­
tists to attend. About 40 Southern Baptists, some with Kentucky ties, will be appointed 
during the 7 p.m. service in the Columbus Convention Center. The appointment service 
will highlight a meeting of the Foreign Mission Board trustees. Reflecting the theme, 
"Teaching the Word, Reaching the World," the service will feature a colorful parade of 
international flags carried by young people. A 500-voice choir will perform beginning at 
6:50 p.m. Before the service, visitors may view a "Global Walkaround" of missions exhib­
its from 4-6 p.m. All events are free and open to the public. No.tickets are necessary. 
(FMB photo by Sandy King) 
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Succeed by giving God 1st place~ single adults told 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

CA VE CITY- Facing life's chal­
lenges and changes is easier for sin­
gle adults when they give God first 
place in every area of their lives, Bret 
Robbe told Kentucky Baptist single 
adults. 

Robbe, pastor of Bellevue Baptist · 
Church in Owensboro, spoke to 300 
people attending the annual single 
adult retreat sponsored by the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention. 

"It's unusual to have a goal to be a 
'number-two' person," Robbe sug­
gested. "We' re taught from childhood 
that significance means number one." 

But by looking to the biblical role 
models of Joseph, John the Baptist 
and Peter, Christians can keep their 
perspective on life and be "first 
mates" while making Jesus their "cap­
tain," he said. 

Using dramatic monologue, 
Robbe played a modem-day New 
Testament Joseph trying to decide 

- whether or not to obey the angel's 

command and take Mary as his wife. 
Another first-mate person, John 

the Baptist, managed to baptize 
300,000 people without losing sight 
of his primary goal to prepare them 
for Jesus, the greater one who was to 
come, the pastor added. 

However, making Jesus "captain" 
is a process that doesn't happen over­
night, Robbe emphasized. 

Sometimes, Christians experience 
setbacks and failures, Robbe said. Al­
though Peter denied Jesus at the cross, 
he was given an opportunity to restore 
the relationship after Jesus' resurrec­
tion. Similarly, Jesus calls Christians 
by name, offering them . a second 
chance, Robbe noted. 

"Don't get caught in the past" or 
in past failures, he said. "Michael Jor­
dan didn't always make the team." 

Jesus "wants you to become some­
one you don't even anticipate you can _ 
become." 

The three-day retreat included 
conferences on single parenting, liv­

. ing on a single budget and building a 
church single adult ministry. 

SUPPORT GROUPS Participants in small groups share suggestions on how to meet their 
families' needs during a conference titled "Single Parenting on the Run" at this year's 
single adult retreat in Cave City. 

Kentuckians 
translated 
Bible in Peru 
Continued from page 1 

The FMB and the United Bible 
Society together provided funding for 
30,000 copies to be printed in Peru. 

However, last August, before the 
copies were available for distribution, 
medical problems forced the Bakers 
to resign their position and return in­
definitely to the United States. 

Since then, they have redirected 
their mission efforts to Kentucky's 
Christian County Baptist Association, 
where he is director of missions. 

Baker said they are "looking for­
ward to holding the ropes right now," 
and have no plans to return to Peru 
except for short-term volunteer work. 

Board to consider Temperance League funds 
However, Baker said attending 

this week's dedicatioh of the new Bi­
ble in Peru would allow him to see his 
project officially reach completion. 

By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

finding a way to help the Temperance 
League was referred to the business 
and finance committee. 

The Kentucky Baptist Conven- Committee Chairman Jerry 
tion's Executive Board will be asked Dooley of Louisville appointed a sub­
in May to consider one-time gifts to group to study the issue. That sub­
the Temperance League of Kentucky · group's report was adopted by the full 
and Hopkinsville College of the Bi- committee after discussion. 
ble. The recommendation would give 

The Executive Board's business the Temperance League up to 
and finance committee approved the $50,000 in 1992-93 year-end funds to 
recommendations during their meet- establish an endowment held by the 
ing in Louisville March 26. The rec- Kentucky Baptist Foundation. The 
ommendations now must be ap- first half of the money would be giv­
proved during the Executive Board's en without qualification; the second 
May 5 meeting at Cedarmore Baptist half would be given only to the extent 
Assembly. _ it is matched by other donors in the 

In other action, the business and next two years. 
finance committee approved details Study committee Chairman Roy 
of the 1993-94 KBC budget and de- Ricketts explained that the intent of 
ferred setting a goal for the 1994-95 the formula was to boost support for 
KBC budget. the Temperance League's cause while 

The Temperance League funding encouraging the organization to seek 
was prompted by a motion made by additional funding outside the KBC. 
Louisville pastor Rodney Burnette The Temperance League speaks 
during last year's KBC annual meet- against issues such as alcohol, drugs 
ing. Bumette's motion to consider and gambling. 

Hopkinsville College of the Bible 
would receive a $5,000 special appro- · 
priation under the committee's rec­
ommendation. The college, located in 
West Kentucky, primarily trains min­
isters of African-American Baptist 
churches. 

The school currently is engaged in 
a "Venture of Faith" capital campaign 
to renovate and construct facilities on 
its campus. 

Details of the 1993-94 KBC bud­
get also must be approved by the full 
Executive Board in May. Due to no 
increases in giving, the budget in­
cludes no increases in funding for 
program areas. 

The proposed budget does include 
a 5 percent salary increase for KBC 
staff. Staff received no increase in the 
current year, only a one-time salary 
supplement. 

The budget allocates 37 percent of 
KBC undesignated receipts to be for­
warded to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Cooperative Program to sup­
port worldwide ministries. 

''I'm not sure I'll feel the full im­
pact unfit I hold it inrmy band .:. and 
see the ·1ook on the folks' . faces;' he · 
said. · , •· 

Baker predicted the new Bible will 
enhance evangelistic efforts in Peru in 
several ways. 

First, evangelical work among the 
Quechua Indians should accelerate. 

Second, the door has been opened 
for more literature to be written and 
translated for the Quechuas. 

Another benefit from the biblical 
translation is that Baker expects it to 
increase the literacy rate among the 
Indians. Part of the distribution plan 
for the Bibles is to take them to 
churches and hold weekend literacy 
workshops, he explained: 

All Southern Baptists should be 
proud of the Quechua's 13 organized 
churches and the New Testament now 
available in Peru, Baker said. 

''This is not something Lou Anne 
and I did," he said. "All Southern 
Baptists have been involved" through 
their gifts and prayers. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ An exhibition of 
original paintings and 
watercolors used in 
church literature will be 
open at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
April 5 through May 21. 
The collection from the 
Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board includes 
works by various artists 
representing biblical 
themes from the birth of 
Jesus to the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul. The 
gallery is open in the 
Campus Center from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays. 

■ Correction: An article 
about the spring break 
mission activities of 
Baptist Student Unions 
in the March 16 
Recorder incorrectly said 
Morehead University 
students were traveling 
to Miami. The group 
actually was from 
Murray State University. 
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OPINION 
Much thanks 

We would like to thank President 
Bill Whittaker, faculty, staff, students 
and all the other Kentucky Baptists 
who personally or through their 
churches or associations helped in the 
furnishing of the missionary apart­
ment at Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College. The apartment is very lovely 
and adequate. · 

write a sermon from me, but please 
indulge me just a few words. 

This man says there is no com­
mandment concerning homosexuali­
ty. Certainly the commandment 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery" 
covers this sin. Why, all nature teach­
es this lifestyle is wrong. The animals 
of the field, the fowl of the air and the 
fish in the sea don't pervert God's 

We are 1978 
graduates from 
Clear Creek. Re-

BAPTIST FORUM 
natural way. People 
who practice such 
lifestyle as this are 

turning to Clear Creek as missionary­
in-residence aft~r four years as South­
ern Baptist missionaries ip · South Af­
rica is a dream ·come true. 

We covet your continual prayers 
and your support through the Coop­
erative Program and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 

South Africa is a very troubled 
land. We and our brothers and sisters 
in Christ are convinced that Christ is 
the only answer to peaceful changes. 
Therefore, please pray for an over­
powering movement of the Holy 
Spirit throughout the land, convincing 
the people of their need for Jesus 
Christ. 

It is a privilege and honor to serve 
as your missionaries in South Africa. 

It's wrong 

James Ditty Sr. 
Dorothy Ditty 

Pineville 

In response to an article by David 
Burton of Louisville (WR, March 9): 
As a Baptist minister for nearly 50 
years, I never thought it would come 
to this. 

For openers, his crude way of mis­
interpreting the Scripture is amazing. 
He states that Paul's · position against 
gays was punishment, not a sin. He 
also says we have to reinterpret the 
Scripture in this· modem world. He 
also makes a grave mistake by calling 
these people "God's children." 

I know you don't have space to 

When my people pray 
''Two-year-old James Bulger was 

buried yesterday in Liverpool amid a 
nationwide outpouring of grief." 

That was the lead-line in a Wash­
ington Post article a few weeks ago 
following the brutal murder of this 
tiny child by children only eight years 
older. 

lower than the ani­
mals. It is a slap in the face of God. 

He also tried to equate this sin to 
eating raw meat or planting two kinds 
of seed together. If we were giving 
awards away to those who could 
whitewash Scripture and call evil 
good and good evil, this man (I refuse 
to call him brother) should win one. 

It's sin 

Burney Manning 
Somerset 

I am writing this letter in regard to 
David Burton's comments on homo­
sexuality (WR, March 9). 

He overlooked two important 
scriptures. They are found in Romans 
1:26-28 and I Corinthians 6:9-10. 

We should know from God's word 
that homosexuality is a sin and is con­
demned. 

This is going completely against 
nature. If God had meant for man to 
be with man or woman to be with 
woman, he wouldn't have made 
Adam and Eve. 

Just because the world says it's 
OK doesn't make it right. 

We are not to hate the person, but 
hate the sin. This is not to say that a 
homosexual cannot be forgiven and 
put in right relationship with the Lord. 
Because he can. 

In I Corinthians 6:11, Paul is say­
ing some were this way before they 
were purified from sin and put right 
with God through our Lord. 

We must never say that God in his 

word I cannot say. I know only that I 
could imagine our little 2-year-old 
grandson; suppose it had been Mar­
shall; suppose I had later been able to 
see that footage and experience the 
horror of seeing him walking off with 
those children. Inside me still I have 
the unspoken urge to shout, "O God, 
how can this kind of thing happen?" 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

The event has ener­
gized forces in England to 
take a serious look at tele­
vision broadcasting, re­
flecting a growing senti­
ment that children can, in­
deed, be influenced to be 
violent by violence ob­
served on television. 

I was driving home af­
ter work, listening to Na­
tional Public Radio's cov­
erage of the funeral. I had 
already been deeply 
moved by this event, 
watching the TV re-runs 
which showed this little 
toddler being "walked 
away" by older boys, all of 
it captured on the shopping 
center's video. 

While our family has 
never been a heavy con­
sumer of TV, particularly 

William W. Marshall because our children spent 
The innocence of this 

little lamb, walking away with chil­
dren who for reasons God only knows 
would take away his little life; a tiny 
candle lighted ever so briefly. 

The officiating minister's words 
were captured by the NPR broadcast: 
"His death is not in vain. Something 
in James hs touched the whole 

most of their impression­
able years overseas (without televi­
sion), it is easy to understand the in­
creasing efforts to seek more reason­
able limitations on TV violence. 

It does seem clear that the world, 
and especially America, appear to be 
growing more violent, and this vio­
lence is taking its toll not only in lives 

world." . lost but on our American psyche. 
Whether it touched the whole I grew up in a town where I knew 

word does not condemn homosexual­
ity or any other sin against him. 

We as Christians are the majority. 
We must take our stand and not let 
this sin infiltrate our schools, work 
places and our churches. 

Nancy Smith 
Grand Rivers 

Moving backwards 
I am deeply saddened but not sur­

prised by the article titled, "Rogers 
says SBC should control WMU" 
(WR, March 9). 

Having been in a Southern Baptist 
church most of my life, I have always 
been proud of the heritage of Baptists 
until the past few years. 

When Baptists began in the early 
1600s, they fought against the hierar­
chal form of church government, 
where the bishops or other leaders 
were in control of the church. It is sad 
to see the SBC moving backwards in 
history instead of forward! 

Now, we don't call them "bish­
ops" but instead "president," "trus­
tees," etc. If a person, church or sem­
inary does not conform to their stan­
dards, then the person, church or sem­
inary is disassociated with or forced 
to change. It is amazing to me how 
much authority these men have 
gained over the past few years. 

I honestly believe there are pas­
tors, other church staff members, em­
ployees of the convention, Sunday 
School Board, Foreign Mission 
Board, Home Mission Board and 
many others who feel the same way! 
But they are not letting others know 
because of the fear of losing their jobs 
or being disassociated with. What a 
shame that these people, committed to 
God's ministry, .have to be held ac­
countable by this "ruling power" in 
the SBC! 

Let us realize we are leaving the 
greatest part of our heritage as Bap­
tists behind; the part of freedom. 

Terry Candler 
Mt. Washington 

almost everybody by the time I was 
15; we never locked our doors; I de­
livered newspapers in every part of 
town over a number of years, and the 
only fear I had was of a sneaky red 
dog who used to hide behind a certain 
bush when I rode by. He managed to 
get me only once! 

There was occasional violence in 
· one of Frankfort's several taverns or 

under the bleachers during football 
games, but a "killing" was rare. 

The seeds of violence have always 
been here, for the heart of man is fer­
tile ground. While I do not expect 

· ever to return to "the good old days," 
surely I can hope that the nation in 
which I live can be led to tum down 
the "violence" burner. But how shall 
we be led? 

Is it possible that a "little child" 
like James Bulger could be a turning 
point among the English? 

Can a culture seemingly bent on 
violent self-destruction be salvaged 
through legislative and constitutional 
changes? 

Is it possible, as absurd as it may 
seem to some, that in Jesus Christ vi­
olence can be met with a life of love? 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
Congress should avoid the rush to pass FOCA 

If Congress wants to do what's best for America, it will slow down its tal and quite another in an abortion clinic? 
headlong rush to pass the Freedom of Choice Act. A second example of unclear language is the act's assertion that it 

FOCA is designed to ensure a woman's right to an abortion. Support- does not "prevent a state from requiring a minor to involve a parent, 
ers say it will ccxlify the Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade decision that legal- guardian or other responsible adult before terminating a pregnancy." 
iz.ed abortion in 1973. Opponents say it will extend abortion rights far What, exactly, does "other responsible adult" mean? A grandparent, min­
beyond that realm and severely thwart states' ability to regulate abortion. ister, judge or physician? How about an abortion-clinic owner? 

As of late last week, FOCA supporters had pushed the bill toward a Of course, FOCA' s authors intended it to be ambiguous, but the word-
vote on the Senate floor, while it awaited consideration by the Judiciary · ing of such an important bill should be at least specific enough to pass 
Committee in the House. Thoughtful lawmakers were calling for a slow- · muster in a freshman composition class. These vagaries won't do. 
down, seeking hearings on this important piece of legislation. Moreover, lawmakers need time to consider the possibility of adding 

That's not too much to ask, particularly for a law that will affect mil- meaningful amendments to the bill, assuming supporters have the votes 
lions of Americans and reach into every community in our nation. to secure its passage. Protections for reasonable waiting periods and in-

At the most basic level, the senators and representatives need good formed consent, as well as tighter wording about parental notification, 
definitions for key words and phrases in the proposed law. have been ruled constitutional and would seem appropriate. The law also 

For example, both Senate and House versions of the bill would de- must protect healthcare professionals and institutions that cannot consci­
clare that states could not restrict a woman's right "to terminate a preg- entiously perform abortions. 
nancy before fetal viability." What, exactly, does "fetal viability" mean? Everyone knows abortion is one of the most painful and divisive is­
Could someone interpret it to mean the point at which a fetus could live sues facing our nation today. For those of us who believe life begins at 
completely on its own outside the mother's womb? This answer would conception, major restrictions on abortion seem moral and just. For 0th­
stretch the right to an abortion well into the third trimester of pregnancy. ers- including many serious, devout Christians- who believe life be­
Or could "fetal viability" mean the point at which medical science could gins at birth, abortion seems to be a woman's decision alone. 
sustain a baby's life outside the womb? This answer would place viabil- Given the depth of our division and the seriousness of the consequenc-
ity much earlier, as anyone who has visited a neonatal intensive care unit es, a fast-track "political" solution serves no one well. 
knows. Or more practically, could it mean one thing in a research hospi- Marv Knox 

A missionary's plea: 'If I can't go, will you go for me?' 
In an emotional moment that long 

will be remembered by everyone at­
tending the annual meeting of the Vir­
ginia Woman's Missionary Union, 
former missionary Kathy Lloyd ap­
pealed for someone to answer God's 
call to missions. 

Lloyd was battling cancer. Coura­

"Deep down in my heart I knew the 
results." 

Almost as devastating as the news 
of the cancer was the word that they 
needed to return to the United States 
for her treatment. In two weeks they 
packed and returned to the States. She 
spent her final days in Henderson. 

. She chose to ac­geously. With hu­
mor and dignity. 

Little more than 
two years ago, 

GUEST EDITORIAL cept aggressive 
medical treatment. 
A sometimes hell­

Kathy, her husband, Skip, and their 
two preschool children were living 
and serving as Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries in Korea. Skip was a reli­
gious education consultant; Kathy 
worked in a home for unwed moth­
ers. Korea was their arena for king­
dom ministry- their happy, fulfilling 
niche. 

Then came cancer. 
"I knew that God was going to 

change my life that day," she recalled 
thinking as she drove to the hospital 
to get test resu1ts on March 17, 1991. 

ish journey of peaks and valleys fol­
lowed; double mastectomy, chemo­
therapy, metastasis of the cancer to 
Kathy's bone, a bone marrow trans­
plant, tumors on her liver and spine. 

The plan for Kathy and Skip to 
address WMU of Virginia was set 
months ago. Kathy, though weak and 
confined to a wheelchair, was deter­
mined to make it. 

She is a missionary with a mes­
sage. Like manna from heaven, when 
harvested daily, is enough, God sup­
plied her with sufficient strength to 

deliver it. 
Her presence in Virginia was a 

major part of her message. By travel­
ing to Virginia Beach Kathy was say­
ing, "I am still a missionary." 

Missions, after all, is never a mat­
ter of geography. It is a matter of com­
mitment. Missions doesn't require a 
passport or travel agent. It demands a 
responsive, pliable heart. Cancer 
changed Kathy's place of service, but 
it has not ended her calling. "We will 
always be missionaries," Kathy said. 

But the more urgent message 
Kathy left is to a world grown tone­
deaf to God's voice, a world which 
prefers to heed society's louder 
claims. It is a plea to hear and answer 
God's call to missionary service. 

Lamenting the complacency of 
most Baptists to use their gifts in what 
God is doing in his world, Kathy ap­
pealed for more complete steward­
ship of the gospel treasure. "Where is 
God working? ... What is he doing 
here? Join him." 

Voice almost at a whisper, from 
the depths of her heart and God's too, 
Kathy uttered her plea: "I can't go, 
but will you go for me?" 

Again, stronger and more urgent: 
"If I can't go, will you go for me?" 

No politics. No bid for attention or 
power. No posturing. Just the purity 
and infinite power of love's appeal. 
"If I can't go, will you go for me?" 

I take up Kathy's case, believing 
that someone, somewhere, within the 
sound of Kathy's voice that evening 
or within sight of these words this 
week, will hear her question as noth­
ing less than it is, the call of Jesus to 
missionary service. 

Beneath her voice, faint from ill­
ness, you can hear the mysterious ac­
cent of the Master- Kathy's and 
yours and mine- who is calling still. 

Are you the one who, through 
Kathy, the Lord is calling? 

Michael Clingenpeel, editor 
Religious Herald 

Richmond, Va. 

A bill this 
important should 
be specific. What, 
exactly, do "fetal 
viability" and 
"other responsible 
adult" mean? We 
need to know. 

Former foreign 
missionary Kathy 
Lloyd, 37, died 
March 24 at her 
home in 
Henderson, 
following a two­
year battle with 
cancer. 
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MEDIA MINISTER 
Evangelist Billy Graham 

preached to more than 8 
million people in Europe 

this month through an 
elaborate network of 

satellite crusades one 
expert said was the biggest 

technological project in 
Europe since last year's 
Olympics in Barcelona, 

Spain. (RNS photo) 

l 

• 
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■ Graham preaches in Europe.1 

Nearly 250,000 people responded to 
evangelist Billy Graham's invitation 
to oommit their lives to Jesus Christ 
during a March 17-21 crusade in·· 
Essen, Germany, which wass-een by . 
satellite in more than 1,400 addi­
tional locations across • Europe. 
Nearly 1 million people attended the 
German-speaking venue, while an 
additional 7 .2 million gathered at 
satellite locations across Europe. 
Attendance at the satellite locations. 
averaged nearly 2,000 people per 
venue; ranging from four people at 
a church in a small village in the 
·south of France to crowds of more 
than 10,000 at locations in Romania 
and the former SovietUnion. the re­
sponse to Graham's invitation aver­

have trained 557film teams;'spread 
across the 11 time zones of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States, and have shipped more than 
600 sets of equipment. We expect 
the churches themselves to show the 
ftlm to more thaQ 30 million people 
during the next two years." 

■ Russian Baptists neutral. Russian 
Baptists are staying neutral in the 
fight for control between President 
Boris Yeltsin and the communist­
dominated parliament, according to 
Southern Baptist missionary George 
Lozuk. "We're praying the Lord 
will bring abo,µt the right thing for 
Russia, . becau.se the needs . are · so 
great," he said:' 

aged 8 percent of the audience, near- ■ Baptists help In Rwanda. Amid a 
ly three times the average for a cru- tenuous cease0 frre in Rwanda's civ-
sade. in the United States. -il war, Southern Baptist missionar-
, ....... . · > . ... ies are helping people m,eet Basic 

· ■ ''Jesus" film stiU going. The ' Survival nt!edS. About 350,000 dis­
"Jesus" film continues to receive placed people'have already been re­
wide circulation in the,former re- located more than 10 times. Anoth­
publics of the Soviet Union, accord- er 450,000 aren't in any camp but 
ing to Paul Eshleman of Campus continµally walk with their belong­
Crusade for Christ. The film now. ings. The Southern Baptist Foreign 
has been translated into 26 Eastern Mission · Board has· sent $25,000 in 
European languages and has pre~ emergency aid, which is being ad­
miered in the capital cities of 20 ministered by 12 Baptist mission 
countries and republics, including personnel. 
Albania, Mongolia and all the Mus- . . 
lim regions of Russia. More than 21 ■ Anns cited In Africa. Christians 
conferences· have been held to train · concerned about the plight of Africa 
8,000 people in how to use the ftlm should work to stop the shipment of 
as an evangelistic tool, he said. "We arms there rather than just sending 
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, continued to spread throughout the 
ward. 

relief !]lOney, according fo John 
Peterson, vice president of the Bap­
tist World Alliance. In ·a speech to 
BW A's executive committee, he ■ Missionary aids typhoon victims. 
said: "If we as Christians are con- Southern Baptist missionary Mark 
cerried about Africa, we must go to Wakefield has coordinated Foreign 
the heart of the problem and stop the · Mission Board relief efforts oil the 
arms. Not one piece of artillery is Fiji island of Viti Levu. A typhoon 
made in Africa. AU come from the swept across the Pacific island in · 
industrialized world. We know the January. Wakefield has used about 
folk making millions of dollars. If $5,000 in emergency hunger relief 
we want to help Africa, stop the funds to help people in the mountain 
arms." village ofNadovu, where local Bap­

■ Campaign launched. Bread for 
the World has launched its annual 
"Offering of Letters". campaign un­
der the theme ''Many Neighbors, 
One Earth." The hunger advocacy 
group urges churches to ask mem­
bers to write letters to Congress ask­
ing that U.S. foreign aid be redirect­
ed mote toward programs which re­
ducepoverty. For more information, 
call Bread for the World at (202) 
269-0200. 

■ AIDS patients trust Christ. An 
entire ward .of 18 male AIDS pa­
tientsret::entlyprofessed Jaith in 
Jesus Christ when Esteban Cardozo, 
an Arentine seminary student, visit:­
ed a hospital in Buenos Aires at the 
request of a patient's mother. He 
first shared his faith with that pa­
tient, who 'committed his life to , 
Christ. Then 'as he -wits l'eaving,C·a 
patient in the next bed asked Cardo­
zo to pray with him,. lllld the witness 

tists suffered the loss of crops, 
homes and severe damage to a 
church building. 

■ Prayer answered unexpectedly. 
Missionaries Don and Linda Brad~ 
ley prayed for help with an evange­
listic crusade in a Mozambican ref­
ugee camp and looked west for the 
answer. But the prayer request 
didn't produce help from the United 
States as they expected. Instead the 
response came from 14 Indian "8ap­
tists in South Africa. Two weeks af­
ter the Bradleys began praying for 
help, a South African businessman 
knocked on their door and volun­
teered to bring the group to help 
. work in a refugee camp, not know­
ing the Bradleys had such a need. 
Crowds of more than 400 flooded 
Ma:lindza Baptist Church during the 
four-day crusade. Hundreds ofpeo­
ple respondecflto spiritual invita- • 
tions, including 22 adults who pro.­
fessed faith in Jesus·Christ. 

State-wide . 
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The State-wide School of Discipleship can help meet the needs of your 
members by training leaders from your church! 
Need Course 
Dysfunctional Family Background Making Peace with Your Past 
Low Self-esteem Search for Significance 
Weight/Nutrition Problems First Place 
Support Groups/Counseling WiseCounsel 
Family Finances Managing Your Money 
How to Pray Disciple's PrayerLife 
Knowing/Doing God's Will Experiencing God 
New Testament Overview Step-By-Step Through the N.T. 
New Church Member New Church Member Training 
Spiritual Gifts Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 

And Many More! 

I 

I 

May 7-8, 1993 

I 
Highview Baptist Church, Louisville . 

I 

Friday Evening 
7:00 Introduction 

Music 
·welcome 
Presentations 
Special Music 
Keynote Message: 
Dr. Perry Sanders 

8: 10-8:55 Large Groups 
9:00-9:45 Small Groups 

Saturday Morning 
8:00 Coffee, Juice & Donuts 
8:30-9: 15 Large Groups 
9:25-10: 10 Small Groups 
10:20-11:05 Large Groups 
11:15-12:00 Small Groups 
12:05-12:45 Closing Rally by Roy 

Edgemon, BSSB Disci­
pleship Training and 
Family Development 
Director 

Large Group Leaders: Dr. Roy Edgemon, Dr. T.W. Hunt, 
Dr. Art Criscoe, Dr. Avery Willis. 

"Indeed the lord has richly blessed us through Disci­
pleship Training. Our people appear to be more 
hungry for true discipleship than ever before!" 

Sponsored by "We had 15 complete the 'Experiencing God' LIFE 
course, most of whom had never been a part of any 
Discipleship Training course ever!" 

- Phil Losch, Discipleship Training Director 
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Poll finds Americans uncertain on gays in military 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

GLENDALE, Calif- Americans 
have mixed feelings about gays serv­
ing in the military, but Americans 
who consider themselves evangelical 
Christians aren't so indecisive. 

That's the finding of a new nation­
wide poll by the Barna Research 
Group of Glendale, Calif. 

The poll, taken through telephone 
surveys of a representative sample of 
American adults, was conducted in 
February. 

On the bottom line question of 
whether the government should main­
tain its current policy of not allowing 
acknowledged homosexuals to serve 
in the military, Americans are nearly 
evenly divided. Forty-seven percent 
say they would prefer to keep gays 
out of the military, while 44 percent 
disagree. · 

Among evangelicals, however, 80 
percent prefer no homosexuals in the 

military, while only 14 percent dis­
agree. 

Although Americans are divided 
over this question, they are more cer­
tain about related questions. But these 
opinions appear to be contradictory. 

For example, 57 percent of Amer­
icans believe "acknowledged homo­
sexuals should not be prohibited from 
serving in the military solely because 
of their sexual orientation." Only 34 
percent disagree with this statement. 

And 81 percent of Americans be­
lieve "whether a person is homosexu­
al or not is a private matter that is no­
body else's business." Only 15 per­
cent disagree with that statement. 

Yet 55 percent of Americans be­
lieve homosexuality is "immoral," 58 
percent believe allowing gays in the 
military will make it more difficult for 
some heterosexual soldiers to concen­
trate on their job duties, and 68 per­
cent believe allowing homosexuals in 
the military will not make the armed 
forces more effective. 

Further, 48 percent of Americans 
say they would not want to serve in 
the military alongside homosexuals. 

That figure is even higher among 
evangelicals, with 78 percent saying 
they wouldn't want to serve alongside 
homosexuals. 

The opinions of evangelicals dif­
fer more sharply from the general 
population on most points of the sur­
vey. On average, evangelicals regis­
tered resistance to homosexuals by at 
least 20 to 30 percentage points more 
than the general population. 

For example, while 55 percent of 
Americans say homosexuality is "im­
moral," 92 percent of evangelicals 
take that view. 

And while 81 percent of Ameri­
cans believe whether someone is ho­
mosexual is a "private matter," only 
52 percent of evangelicals agree. 

On the question of whether people 
should be excluded from the military 
solely on the basis of sexual orienta­
tion, evangelicals reflect nearly an 

exact opposite profile than Americans 
at large. Sixty percent of evangelicals 
support this restriction, while 57 per­
cent of Americans disagree. 
- Other sub-groups the survey found 
most likely to oppose homosexuals in 
the military include men, senior citi­
zens, whites, Southerners, Republi­
cans, Protestants and born-again 
Christians. 

Pollster George Barna, president 
of the Barna Research Group, offered 
this interpretation: "People are in­
creasingly concerned about the moral 
condition of the country, and the im­
plications of the shift away from tra­
ditional, Judeo-Christian values. 

"Very few people in America are 
homosexual. Most Americans support 
the right to be a homosexual, theoret­
ically. But when it comes down to in­
teracting with people whose lifestyle 
they perceive to be immoral, or whose 
behavior they believe will ultimately 
lead to cultural decay or lost produc­
tivity, they draw the line." 

Freedom of Choice Act headed for Senate floor vote 
By Tom Strode 
SBC Christian Life Commission 

WASHINGTON (BP)- The 
Freedom of Choice Act, the current 
focus oflegislative debate on abortion 
in America, gained an expected but 
important victory in a Senate commit­
tee March 24. 

The Labor and Human Resources 
Committee voted 12-5 to send the 
Freedom of Choice Act, S. 25, to the 
Senate floor. The timing of a vote by 
the full Senate is uncertain, a congres­
sional spokesman said. 

In the House of Representatives, 
the Judiciary Committee has not 
scheduled a vote on the companion 
bill, H.R. 25, a congressional aide 
said. The Civil and Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee had approved 
the House version March 18. 

Abortion rights supporters and op­
ponents disagree sharply in their de­
scriptions of the effects of the Free­
dom of Choice Act. Advocates say it 
will do no more than write into law 
the 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision le­
galizing abortion. Opponents contend 
it will prevent state legislatures from 
passing meaningful restrictions now 
allowed under Roe, thereby mandat­
ing abortion on demand throughout 
the country. 

Sen. Dan Coats, R.-Ind., offered 
the most opposition to FOCA in the 
Labor and Human Resources meet­
ing. Coats, one of five Republicans 
who voted against FOCA, called for 
the committee to slow the bill's 
progress and hold hearings. The Sen­
ate has not held a hearing this year. 

"The Freedom of Choice Act 
leaves very little room" for a discus-

sion of what restrictions are reason­
able, Coats said. In approving unre­
stricted abortion, the committee will 
be "out of step with where the Amer­
ican people are," he said. 

Coats and Sen. Tom Harkin, D.­
Iowa., had a brief but sharp exchange. 

· ''If (women) had their rightful 
place on the Supreme Court, we 
wouldn't be here," Harkin said. "This 
is uniquely a woman's issue. (Abor­
tions) happen to women." 

"And children," Coats interjected. 
"It happens to women," Harkin 

said sharply. 
"And children," Coats repeated. 
While Coats and four other Re­

publicans voted against FOCA, a 
Democrat and Republican on the 
committee said they would vote to re­
port the bill to the Senate floor but 
wanted some changes made there. 

' 
There's still no truth to the O'Hair petition 
By Lacy Thompson 
Louisiana Baptist Message 

Apparently, the real, live people at 
the Federal Communication Commis­
sion have grown tired of answering 
questions about the non-existent Ma­
dalyn Murray O'Hair petition. 

And why not? 
It has been well more than a de­

cade since rumors first started that the 
nation's most noticeable atheist had 
filed a petition with the commission 
to ban all religious programming 
from the airwaves. 

She had not. Two California men 
had asked the commission to put a 
freeze on licenses for religious televi­
sion and radio stations (petition R.M. 
2493), but FCC officials rejected the 
proposal outright. 

O'Hair had absolutely nothing to 
do with that petition. But that has not 
stopped the rumors. In fact, every six 
to nine months, it makes the rounds 
again- and well-meaning Christians 
begin circulating their own petitions 
of protest that claim the FCC has 
granted O'Hair a hearing. 

There is no hearing. There is no 

petition. R.M. 2493 no longer exists. 
"How many letters do you think 

the FCC gets on this thing?" one pas­
tor asked during the course of a con­
versation on the matter. "After all 
these years, it has to be millions I 
would think." 

Probably so-and that would be 
something interesting to know. Sure­
ly, someone at the commission should 
be able to answer that question. 

Dial the number- (202) 632-
7000. Count the rings. One. Two. 

A tape answers: "You have 
reached the FCC automated informa- · 
tion service. This service, designed 
for push button telephone users, al­
lows you to select from a list of many 
options. Push button telephone users, 
for your options, push 1." 

Uh oh, this could take awhile. 
"As you hear the selection you 

wish to make, please press the num­
ber given. For the FCC personnel lo­
cator, press one." 

What exactly is a personnel loca­
tor? And how does one get a live hu­
man being on the line anyway? 

"If you would like to receive cop­
ies of information bulletins and fact 

sheets and know the title, press two." 
If one does not know the title, the 

caller has to press zero. Who knows 
what happens at that point. 

"For information concerning the 
religious petition 2493, press three." 

Wait just a minute-did she say 
petition 2493? Aha, the magic num­
bers. Press three. Beep. The voice re­
turns. 

"Petition number 2493 has result­
ed in millions of letters and telephone 
calls to the commission since 1975 . 
This petition was denied by the FCC 
on Aug. 1, 1975, over 15 years ago. 
The commission is required by the 
First Amendment to take a neutral 
position toward :religion, acting nei­

. ther to promote nor to inhibit it. Ma­
dalyn Murray O'Hair, a well~known 
atheist's name, continues to be asso­
ciated with the false petition, even 
though she has never filed a petition 
with the FCC. 

"Thank you for calling. Bye." 
And before a person can even 

press zero to see if real, live people 
even work at the commission, the 
connection is gone. Wow, if it was 
just that easy to get rid of this rumor. 

Nancy Kasselbaum, R.-Kan., said 
she would offer three amendments­
one clarifying the parental involve­
ment language, one allowing 24-hour 
waiting periods and another permit­
ting informed consent, minus infor­
mation on fetal development. 

BRIEFS 

■ The pope is coming 
to Denver Aug. 12-15, 
and organizers of the 
World Youth Day event 
he'll attend already are 
getting some peculiar 
inquiries. One person 
wanted to know, since 
the site once was a 
prairie dog village, if 
prairie dogs are kept on 
leashes. (No.) Another 
wanted to know What the 
pope wears under his 
robe. (Nobody knows.) 
Some have asked to 

. have their picture taken 
with Pope John Paul II. 
(Unlikely.) One woman 
offered to be his 
popemobile chauffeur. 
(Sorry.) Some callers 
want to know if it will be 
raining the day of the 
pope's visit. (Only God 
knows.) Meanwhile, 
entrepreneurs are 
gearing up for the event 
by making afghans, 
quilts and blankets with 
the pope's face-on them, 
popescopes (like a 
periscope), popesicles 
and pope-on-a-rope 
soap. 

■ Palm Sunday, April 4 
this year, is big business 
for growers of palm 
leaves. To symbolically 
replicate the waving of 
palm branches as Jesus 
entered Jerusalem in the 
days before his 
crucifixion, modern 
churches have to rely on 
palm growers and UPS. 
One of the biggest 
palmgrower is John H. 
Ginsbach of Alamo, 
Texas. They ship palms 
to congregations in all 50 
states, Canada and U.S. 
military installations 
overseas. The best price 
his company, Palm 
Gardens Inc, gives to 
large-quantity buyers is 
$7.15 per 100 branches. 
Some congregations use 
enormous amounts of 
palms. This year, St. 
Patrick's Cathedral in 
New York City has 
ordered 45 cases of 
palm leaves from 
another distributor. 
That's 45,000 leaves 
weighing just short of 1 
ton. 
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Southern begins 
advanced MDiv 

LOUISVILLE (BP)­
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
has instituted an 

advanced master of 
divinity degree program 

for students with 
undergraduate degrees 

in religion. 
"This program will help 

religion majors be able to 
come to seminary and 

not duplicate work they 
had in college," said 

David Dockery, dean of 
the school of theology at 
Southern. "It will provide 

them focus and 
challenge." 

The program will begin 
this fall and will be open 

to religion majors who 
graduated with a "B" 
average. If accepted, 

students can complete 
the master of divinity 
degree with 75 credit 

hours instead of the 91 
hours ordinarily required 
for the degree. They will 

take most first-year 
courses as a group and 

will come together for 
additional courses 

throughout the program. 
For more information, 

contact the admissions 
office at (502) 897-4617. 

KENTUCKY 
At mid-year point, Kentucky CP close to budget goal 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

Halfway through its fiscal year, the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's uni" 
fled budget is ahead of last year's pace 
and running abnost even with its goal. 

The Kentucky Cooperative Pro­
gram received $1,551,469 in Febru­
ary, bringing its six-month total to 
$8,626,326. 

That amount is $305,225 (3.7 per­
cent) ahead of receipts for the first six 
months of the previous fiscal year. It's 
$42,629 (0.5 percent) below the bud­
get goal for the first half of the year. 

"We are in the best financial posi­
tion since the 1986-87 budget year," 
said William W. Marshall, the KBC's 
executive secretary-treasurer, who 
praised Kentucky Baptists for their 
commitment. 

"Given today's realities- which 
are not conducive to denominational 
financial growth- that very positive 
position is due primarily to continued 
faithfulness in cooperative giving by 
Kentucky Baptist churches. 

"To be 3.7 percent ahead of last 
year's receipts and only 0.5 percent 
behind budget is truly remarkable," 
Marshall said. 

The strong six-month report 
makes budget-managers optimistic 
about this year's overall numbers, 
added Barry Allen, the KBC' s busi­
ness manager. 

"Unless something unusual were 
to happen in the final six months of 
the year, we should attain the budget 
this year- for the first time since 
1987," Allen said. The goal is 
$17,337,909. 

"Our hope would be that the bud­
get is now at the level of the church­
es' giving- something we've been 
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hoping for during the last couple of 
years." 

In addition to Kentucky Baptist 
churches, Marshall credited the KBC 
Executive Board for the current bud­
get/contributions balance. 

'The Executive Board has contrib­
uted to this by exercising its fiscal re­
sponsibility, having cut the 1992-93 
budget by 3 percent and holding the 
1993-94 budget at the same level," he 
said. 

"That responsible teamwork be­
tween the board and the churches 
could produce by Aug. 31, 1994, the 
first year in seven that we actually 
exceed budget. And if the federal gov­
ernment would do so well, we'd all be 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE: Church pews: 58-8', 

9-9' oak with blue padded seats; pul­
pit, 3 chairs, table, and fiberglass bap­
tistry; available in May, call Red 
House Baptist Church, (606) 623-
8471. 

CHURCH CAMPS & RE­
TREATS: Laurel Lake Baptist 
Camp; affordable rates, new pool and 
more; (606) 528-3522. 

FOR SALE: Baldwin (No. 2153) 
church organ with speaker. Sebree, 
Ky. (502) 835-2354. 

EXPRESS: SBC-Houston; in­
cludes airfare, Holiday Inn rooms, 
shuttles. From Louisville June 13-17; 
$480 per person. Call (502) 477-
2379. 

TOURS: New York City, June 
16-21; Nova Scotia, July 6-20; Ren­
fro Valley, Aug. 19; Branson, Mo. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 2; Pennsylvania, Oct. 
12-15; 7-nightCaribbeancruise, Nov. 
27; Gatlinburg Christmas, Dec. 7-9. 
Contact Bill Ditto, 1409 Delmar Ln. · 
Louisville, Ky. 40216, (502) 366-
9496. 

WANTED: Part-time minister of 
music and organist/choir accompa­
nist. Send resumes to Personnel Com­
mittee, Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 924, Shepherdsville, Ky. 
40165. 

Spring 
Gathering 

Saturday, April 17 
Broadway Baptist Church 

Louisville 
Speakers: Topics: 
• Cecil Sherman • Mission Plans 
• Carolyn Weatherford Crumpler • Ruschlikon Seminary 
• James Dunn • Baptist Joint Committee 
• David Rogers • New State Officers 

Registration starts at 9 a.m. 
Lunch available for $5 (Reservation Requested) 

For information, call (502) 863-2329 

the better for it!" 
The Cooperative Program is the 

Kentucky Baptist Convention's pri­
mary source of budget money and a 
tributary to the funding source of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Kentucky CP receipts are divided, 
with 62.696 percent remaining in the 
state and 37.304 percent going on to 
support Southern Baptist Convention 
causes. 

Some churches, which have dis­
agreed with the recent rightward shift 
of the national convention, contribute 
to the KBC without participating in 
the full Cooperative Program. 

Those contributions totaled 
$28,374 in February, bringing the 

year-to-date total to $167,175. 
That amount is $14,712 (8.1 per­

cent) below the total for the same pe­
riod last year. 

Still, the Kentucky-only receipts 
are $35,161 over budget. 

When the Cooperative Program 
budget shortfall is factored in, the 
KBC's operating fund is $8,707 
ahead of budget, Allen said. 

Marshall praised Kentucky Bap­
tists for their generosity. 

"'Thank you' is too bland," he 
said. "I prefer 'etcharisto,' the Greek 
word I used a thousand times on Cy­
prus to say, 'thank you.' 

"It means much more- 'grace to 
you!"' 

;;My House Shall Be A House Of Prayer" 
What: Prayer & Spiritual Awakening Conference 
Who: Henry T. Blac~lh¥,,,Q,ir;ectgL of Prayer & 

SpirituqJf~\1/akening,, Hom'~'~j~sion Board 

When: ;rid~ay :;j:,~,;;rm: 
&J 
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The myth of 'Super Mom' 
I recently attended a statewide everything the husband expects his 

conference in Owensboro. The wife to be. If you add to that the 
conference was called "Our Com- WMU, teaching Sunday school, or 
mon Wealth: Kentucky's Families any of the myriad of other church 
and Children." It was an outstand- activities, it doesn't take much to 
ing event, one of the best I have recognize the burden many worn­
attended in Kentucky. en are feeling today. It is too much 

One of the speakers was Ellen for any one person. 
Goodman, a Pulitzer Prize-win- In reality today, if we try to 
ning columnist for the meet the expectations 
Boston Globe. Her pre- HOMES FOR of others, we would all 
sentation f?cused o!l CHILDREN · have to be superhuman. 
the changes m our soc1- Men and women 
ety and particularly the 11:::::"'=====, feel tremendous pres-
women's movement of sure to produce on the 
the past 20 years. job. With company cut-

Though she recog- backs and relocations, 
nized that much had even the greatest work-
been accomplished for ers have to fear for their 
women, she also recog- jobs. 
nized that the children There is tremendous 
have not fared as well. Curtis C. Mooney pressm:e on children to 
As mom has gone to _______ excel m school. The 
work, the children in new KERA reforms are 
the family have had much less of important, but when schools, chil­
mom' s time and attention. dren and teachers do not produce 

She spoke of the myth of "Su- as expected, the strain on everyone 
per Mom."- will be tremendous. 

She described the pressure In the stress of our world, each 
women have felt to be the perfect of us must learn how to examine 
mom and the great employee or our own unique circumstance and 
boss. There is not enough time in determine what is important for us 
the day to keep a perfect house, and our families by our Lord's 
attend all the children's events, standards alone. 
mak~ sure the homework is done, Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
provide good, balanced home- tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
cooked meals, work hard all day at 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
a job outside of the home, and be Ky. 40243. 
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Mohler cites Abstract as seminary's doctrinal border 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-The president­
elect of Southern Baptists' oldest 
theological seminary said March 26 
he is a conservative who wants to "re­
cover the theological tradition" of the 
school and propel it into the future at 
the "forefront of the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

"I am committed to a future of 
Southern Seminary that is solidly 
rooted in its past, and in the confes­
sion of faith, which is the convenant 
of this institution, the Abstract of 
Principles," said Al Mohler, who was 
elected the seminary's ninth president 
earlier March 26. 

The Abstract of Principles is "the 
irreducible minimum" and guide for 
doctrinal questions about the semi­
nary's teachings, he said. 

While the seminary should be a 
place for honest inquiry for "issues of 
ultimate substance," it should not fos­
ter an "absolute openness," Mohler 
said, but "an openness within certain 
specified parameters." 

The Abstract, a doctrinal statement 
which dates to 1859 and which all fac­
ulty sign when elected, provides the 
parameters, he said in a news confer­
ence the day of his election. 

"The Abstract is where we stand, 

and I intend to stand there substan­
tively," the president-elect explained. 

The Abstract does not specifically 
address certain issues of contempo­
rary controversy, Mohler admitted, 
but said prospective faculty members 
might be questioned on issues of con­
temporary concern. He specifically 
cited abortion and homosexuality as 
two such issues. 

In recent years, Southern' s conser­
vative trustees have asked prospective 
faculty members about their beliefs 
on such issues. The school's most 
conservative trustees have been par­
ticularly troubled by the nomination 
of "conservative evangelicals" who 
do not oppose the ordination of wom­
en as pastors and deacons. 

However, that is one issue Mohler 
cited as not within the Abstract and 
therefore "not an actionable issue" 
among current faculty nor an "issue 
of interrogation of students." 

Although he personally has strug­
gled with this issue, Mohler said he 
finds "the service of women in the 
pastorate or in certain offices of the 
church incompatible with Scripture." 

However, that is his opinion only, 
he asserted. "The position of the insti­
tution is the Abstratct of Principles. 
There is nothing in the Abstract of 
Principles about the ordination of 
women." 

The president-elect said he be­
lieves women should be accepted in 
all seminary degree _ programs but 
should realize "this· denomination 
does not have a multitude of churches 
who are calling women as pastors." 

When asked if any current faculty 
are in jeopardy of losing their jobs due 
to the change of administration, he 
replied, "Every elected member of the 
faculty by signing the Abstract of 
Principles has indicated their commit­
ment to it." 

Mohler said faculty and adminis­
tration must "hold each other mutual­
ly accountable" for staying within pa­
rameters of the Abstract. 

Although Mohler did not indicate 
any concerns about the teaching of 
current faculty during the news con­
ference, he reportedly did address the 
issue during the closed-door session 
with trustees. 

At least two trustees said Mohler 
told the board some faculty members 
were teaching outside the parameters 
of the Abstract during his days as a 
student. However, he declined to dis­
cuss current personnel issues with the 
board at this point, the sources said. 

Faculty found to be teaching out­
side the parameters of the Abstract 
will either recant those teachings or 
retire, the trustee sources said Mohler· 
promised. 

As part of the interview process, 
Mohler prepared an interpretation of 
the Abstract. 

Within that interpretation, Mohler 
quoted seminary founder James P. 
Boyce on the kind of fidelity faculty 
should have for the Abstract: "No dif­
ference, however slight, no peculiar 
sentiments, however speculative, is 
here allowable. His agreement with 
the standard should be exact." 

Trustee Chairman Wayne Allen 
cited the president-elect's adherence 
to the Abstract as the reason five trus­
tees voted against Mohler. "I sensed 
some people were uncomfortable 
with his commitment to the Abstract 
of Principles," Allen explained. 

Charlie Updike, one of the trustees 
who voted against Mohler' s nomina­
tion, said he is concerned Mohler will 
enforce the Abstract down to the "let­
ter of the law." 

"One of the things that frightens 
me is I think we're going to go back 
to an 1850s theological dogma, and I 
have some hesitancy using that as a 
point of reference for theological ed­
ucation today," said Updike, who is 
from the District of Columbia. "E. Y. 
Mullins and the seminary's founders 
need to be considered, but I don't 
think they are infallible saints." 

Greg Warner of Associated Baptist 
Press contributed to this story 

President-elect's opinions expressed in weekly editorials 
As editor of the Christian Index, Al 

Mohler has expressed his opinions on 
current events 48 times a year through 
editorials. 

Here's a sampling of some of the 
positions he took on pivotal topics 
during 1992: 
■ Abortion: "Abortion must be 

faced for what it is-the rejection of 
human life as defined by the Creator 
in favor of a definition the human will 
write for himself. One cannot deny 
the sanctity of life, nor hide behind 
such theological or moral revisionism, 
without denying the authority of God 
himself .... " (Jan: 16) 

■ The church and abortion: ''The 
Christian community must wage war 
over values and instigate a moral rev­
olution which will stem the tide of 
abortion and win the hearts and minds 
of the American people. Until then, 
the legal and political battles-impor­
tant as they are-will be limited in 
value and temporary in effect." (July 
9) 
■ Homosexuality: ''The witness of 

Scripture is clear. The Bible express­
ly prohibits all homosexual behavior, 
reserving its strongest language for 
this mandate .... Those who are in re­
volt against the church's condemna-

tion of homosexual activity must re­
sort to interpretive acrobatics in order 
to revise the clear meaning of the bib­
lical text." (Feb 13) 
■ The Southern Baptist Conven• 

tion breaking with churches affirm­
ing homosexuality: "Baptists always 
will be a diverse people. Baptist poli­
ty will always focus more on the cen­
ter-a shared consensus-than on the 
boundaries. But Southern Baptists are 
now called to protect the integrity of 
Baptist witness by establishing clear 
parameters and establishing bound­
aries as well. The denomination is 
now called to find that delicate bal-
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ance which marks a people certain of 
the center, but aware of the boundary. 
The alternatiye is to lose sight of 
both." (April 2) 
■ The Cooperative Baptist Fel­

lowship's promotion of a fall offering 
for global missions: "This action, 
combined with the assertive posture 
taken by the CBF, can be understood 
as nothing other than a direct assault 
on the SBC Foreign Mission Board 
and the Lottie Moon offering. ... 
Those who will not stand boldly and 
unashamedly with Lottie Moon will 
not stand with Southern Baptists." 
(Nov. 26) 

Mohler elected 
Continued from page 1 
work, Allen said he would "plead 
guilty" to that charge. ''This is a trust­
ee responsibility solely," he ex­
plained. 

Mohler will arrive on campus in 
early summer and will assume full re­
sponsibilities as president Aug. 1. 

At 33 years of age, Mohler will 
become the seminary's second­
youngest president, surpassed in 
youth only by the founding president, 
James P. Boyce, who was 32. 

Allen admitted he had been con­
cerned about Mohler' s age at first but 
now sees it as an asset rather than a 
liability. "Those who think Dr. 
Mohler is not old enough to lead 
Southern Seminary do not know Al 
Mohler," he said. "He is presidential. 
He is a leader." 

Allen said Mohler had been rec­
ommended to the search committee 
by six people, including four semi­
nary faculty members. He described 
the president-elect as "the most bril­
liant man I've ever known in my life." 

Presidential profile 

R. Albert Mohler Jr. 
Birth: Oct. 19, 1959, in 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Marriage: to the former 
Mary Ann Kahler on July 
16, 1983. 
Children: Mary 
Katherine, 3, and 
Christopher Albert, 1. 
Education: Doctor of 
philosophy and master 
of divinity degrees from 
Southern Seminary; 
bachelor of arts degree 
from Samford University. 
Experience: Editor of 
Georgia Baptists' 
Christian Index 
newspaper since 1989; 
assistant to the president 
and director of capital 
funding/coordinator of 
foundation support at 
Southern Seminary from 
1983 to 1989; Associate 
editor of Preaching 
magazine since 1985; 
pastor of Union Grove 
Baptist Church in 
Bedford from 1982 to 
1987. 
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KENT1JCKY KERNELS · Mountains to the Mississippi 
The education level of 

Kentucky residents has 
increased over the last 
decade. Data from the 
1990 census showed 

64.6 percent of 
Kentuckians age 25 and 
older were high school 

graduates and 13.6 
percent had at least a 
bachelor's degree. In 

1980, only 53.1 percent 
of the adult population 

had completed high 
school, and 11.1 percent 
had a bachelor's degree. 
Source: Kentucky State 

Data Center 

■ BURLINGTON- Two staff mem­
bers at Bullittsburg Baptist Assembly, 
Northern Kentucky's associational 
camp, have announced April retire­
ments. Betty King, secretary, will re­
tire April 16. Don Strasinger, camp 
director, will retire April 2. 
■ CALVERT CITY- Altona 
Church ordained Lindel Peal and 
Victor Waldrop as deacons. 
■ CLAY-William Wallace John­
son, retired pastor and former direc­
tor of missions in Kentucky, died 
March 19 of a heart attack. He retired 
as pastor of Elk Lick Church in 
Lewisburg, and was director of mis­
sions in Ohio, Muhlenberg, Caldwell­
Lyon and Liberty associations, for a 
total of 60 years in ministry. He is sur­
vived by his wife, Katie, a son, a 
daughter and several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
■ FISHERVILLE-Green Hills Mis­
sion constituted as a church March 21. 
■ FRANKFORT- Robert Whit­
worth has resigned as pastor of East 
Frankfort Church to become pastor of 
First Church in Mason, Ohio. 
■ KNOB LICK- Antioch Church 
held homecoming services March 28 
with Leon Larimore as guest speak­
er. 
■ LONDON- Tommy Floyd is pas­
tor of Slate Hill Church. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Members of 
Beechmont Church will carry a 14-
foot cross through their neighborhood 

I'm glad I didn't sleep in 
It was very quiet this Sunday morning. Our ago. 

April 3 to remind the community of 
Je,su.s' sacrifice for all people. 

Mike Corus is associate youth 
minister at Hurstbourne Church. 
■ MAYFIELD-La Verne Butler, 
president of Mid-Continent Baptist 
Bible College, will be speaker for the 
April 6 meeting of the Purchase Area 
Regional Ministers' Conference, at 
10:45 a.m. on the college campus in 
Mayfield. 

Fred Tubbs has resigned as assis­
tant professor of Bible at Mid-Conti­
nent Baptist Bible College and is 
available for revivals, Bible confer­
ences and supply preaching. He may 
be contacted at (502) 247-8203. 
■ MEMPHIS, Tenn.- Roger Will­
more has joined the staff of Encoun­
ter Ministries as minister of pastoral 
care. Willmore served as pastor of 
First Church, Mayfield, from 198.5-
1988. 
■ NEWPORT- First Church or­
dained Bill Strasinger as a deacon. 
■ OWENSBORO-Pleasant Grove 
Church called Randy Mitchell as 
minister of music and youth. Mitchell 
previously served in a similar position 
at Seven Hills Church in Owensboro. 
■ SPRINGFIEL~Wesley Powers 
is pastor of Thompsonville Church. 
■ VALLEY STATION- Wesley 
Clark will retire as pastor of Ashby 
Lane Church April 11. A retirement 
dinner and service will be held at the 
church April 4 at 6 p.m. 

Seniors and six accompanying staff left Friday · Five and one-half hours after first meeting the 
morning on the 43rd annual Oneida odyssey to family, it was time to say "goodbye." It had been 
Washington, D.C., and colonial Williamsburg. an exciting afternoon for they were so interested 
Most everyone else left Thursday afternoon for in everything. Their third- and fifth-grade sons 
spring break. did not once yawn, complain, act bored, say they 

Remaining behind were five, including my- were tired. I was really impressed with their obvi­
self, to keep the office work going, two in the ous intelligence and self-discipline. 
print shop, five maintenance men and two carpen- The father nonchalantly said he wanted to give 
ters to do things that can only be accomplished me something. He handed me a folded check 
when most are away, two men on our school farm which I only glanced at- then shock! It was for 
to feed the livestock and do other necessary $10,000! Very rarely do we ever receive a gift of 
chores, and two cooks. such magnitude. I rise every morning not know-

I was tempted to sleep in but resist- ing from where most of our support 
ed the urge. In my Sunday best I ONEIDA · will come. But it does, mostly in $10, 
walked about the campus, making sure JOURNAL $20, $50 and $100 gifts. Without per-
all was OK, and started to church. sonal solicitation, TV or radio beg-

I spotted a van with a man and ...... ----,---. _ging, fund raisers or pledge cards, we 
woman and two young boys driving live by simple faith. I often go for sev-
slowly through the campus, looking eral weeks without leaving the campus 
somewhat anxiously about. The man once. Our God is very great. 
had been on campus for a visit as a ,.,,so-, Our biggest gift is normally the 
teen-ager 25 years ago. He told me his . Cooperative Program. Last year it pro-
family had heard our choir sing three vided 8 percent of our total operating 
years ago and I spoke. He told me that cost. The other 92 percent came from 
we had never met. I learned he had Barkle Moore elsewhere. 
never seen our little bimonthly school y Our new friend told me he and two 
paper. However, he said they had long partners started a business some years 
wanted to see OBI. ago which now has 80 employees. One of them 

I invited them to our local church. Afterward came to OBI as a 16-year-old junior skipping 
we went to our dining room. Our cooks had out- school, not focused. Here less than a year, he met 
done themselves with both home-grown beef and one of our girls. They returned to be married in 
ham, potatoes dug by our boys, peas, fresh baked our chapel 11 years later. . 
rolls, a large salad bar with some of the vegeta- In the meantime, his younger brother had been 
bles from our winter greenhouse, and both peach our student three years and died in a car accident 
and apple cobbler. later. This family's feeling about what OBI meant 

Again I apologized that all our students were in their lives inspired strangers to donate $10,000. 
away; they said they wanted to see everything I'm glad I didn't sleep in on what promised to be 
anyway. I silently put my afternoon plans aside. an uneventful Sunday. We often fail God but he 
It was not difficult because there are few things I never fails us. 
enjoy more than introducing God's wonderful Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
work at Oneida. I first did that as a child 40 years stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 

Paid Column 

10 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 30 , 1993 

Fellowship during the blizzard of '93 
The blizzard of '93 dumped 15 zard provided time with all her 

to 20 inches of snow on the campus family, her first weekend off from 
but also brought unique opportuni- work in months. Six-year-old Bob­
ties for fellowship and ministry. by Dillman, sitting in his dad's lap, 

Families wasted no time enjoy- said, "Mamma baked cookies!" 
ing sledding on several good hills. The Dillmans baked a turkey and 
The double drive into Dean of Stu- hosted a Sunday evening covered­
dents Charles Rice's home was dishsupperforBearTrailresidents. 
iced down. Creative teens included North Carolina students Randy 
a mound in the slope. Large truck and Tina Pope grew up with win­
inner tubes are great fun. I conclud- ters that usually included three feet 
ed one slide as my wife approached of snow. They were out Sunday af-
in our 4x4 Jeep. temoon in a 4x4 delivering grocer-

Everyone had elec- ies, including 30 gallons 
tricity, heat and water. CLEAR CREEK of milk. As tempera-
The st~~ did in~errupt CHRONICLE tures fe~l. Randy took 
cablev1S1on service. It some children home and 
came back on a few got his vehicle stuck. "I 
minutes after the UK- really wasn't dressed to 
Arkansas SEC touma- walk home. It was a 
ment game. small sacrifice com-

With church services pared to Jesus," Randy 
cancelled, families gath- said. 
ered at four campus With public schools 
meetings. My family .............................. __.... dismissed the next day 
walked to the Gary Carl Bill Whittaker our 16-year-old Mary 
home on Bear Trail. We _______ hosted a lock-in in our 
were greeted with a sign home with six campus 
over the door "Bear Trail First Bap- teen-agers. They played games, ate, 
tist Church." Georgia Carl served talked, ate and finally went to sleep 
coffee and juice. Academic Dean on the living room floor. Can you 
Mark Terry, also First Baptist inter- believe they did not watch any TV? 
irn pastor, preached to a congrega- Monday brought clear skies, 
tion of 41 gathered in a roomy liv- and the meltdown began. Parking 
ing room. Last year's remodeling lots and roads were cleared for 
removed the gas space heater and classes to resume Tuesday mom­
installed central heat. Boots and ing. The snow is gone, but the bliz­
shoes covered a large section of the zard of '93 left the Clear Creek 
kitchen floor, reminiscent of an family with a stronger fellowship. 
Asian ~ome. . . . Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 

Dunng testimony tune Demsha Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Lake expressed thanks that the bliz- Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
Bearden known as Billy Graham to deaf I 
By Nelson Romo 
SBC Home Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)- When Carter 
Bearden talks, people watch. 

Carter Bearden speaks with his 
hands; he is deaf. 

On April 1, Bearden will celebrate 
44 years of service to Southern Bap­
tists through the Home Mission 
Board. His eyes twinkle as he calls 
himself a true April fool for the Lord. 

His strong, sure hands trace stories 
of events that have shaped his life. He 
recounts his accomplishments casual­
ly, modestly. 

But to those who see the word of 
God through Bearden, his life and 
work are of unparalleled importance. 

Walk into any of the 619 churches 
across the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion that minister to the deaf, or one 
of the 78 whose membership is pre­
dominantly deaf, and sign his name­
a C from shoulder to wrist. Faces light 
up. This deacon, that Sunday school 
teacher, often the pastor became a 
Christian during one ofBearden's re­
vivals. Bearden is known as the deaf 
Billy Graham. 

His legend has been a long time 
making; his influence stretches more 
than four decades. 

For example, while a student at 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 
Bearden traveled to Houston to sign-

preach two Sunday services. One was 
at First Baptist Church, the other 30 
miles away at First Baptist in Beau­
mont. James Fair was in the congre­
gation at the Houston church that 
morning. He was so moved by Cart­
er's preaching he decided to drive to 
Beaumont to hear more. 

On the road, overwhelmed by 
emotion, Fair pulled over and prayed 
his profession of faith in Christ. At the 
service in Beaumont, he came for­
ward to tell Bearden of his decision. 

Today, 30 years later, Fair is a biv­
ocational pastor working for a Hous­
ton newspaper while shepherding the 
deaf congregation in Beaumont 
where he made public his commit­
ment. 

Bearden's influence is felt across 
the globe. He has traveled to Korea, 
China and Russia. 

In May 1991, he preached at the 
Baptist church in St. Petersburg, Rus­
sia. For the first time in 200 years, the 
gospel was proclaimed to the deaf in 
their own language. When the invita­
tion was given, half the deaf congre­
gation of75 came forward for prayer. 
Three made professions of faith. 

At the invitation of Russian Bap­
tists, Bearden completed a second trip 
last year. He and a team of deaf and 
hearing ministers and laypeople wit­
nessed to the deaf in schools, facto­
ries and government offices. 

£~ 

Black pastors often caught between 2 worlds 
By Ferrell Foster 
Illinois Baptist 

CHICAGO (ABP)- African-
Americans who serve as pastors of 
Southern Baptist churches sometimes 
feel caught between two worlds, a 
black one and a white one. 

Because their churches are in­
volved in the previously all-white 
Southern Baptist Convention, some of 
their fellow black pastors view them 
with suspicion. And within the SBC, 
some whites are not comfortable with 
the black presence. 

At least, that's the perception of a . 
handful of African-American pastors 
in the Chicago area, an area where 
Southern Baptists have made more 
inroads among blacks than they have 
elsewhere. 

• "We're in a Catch 22 situation," 
said Gene Gibson, pastor of Mission 
of Faith Baptist Church in Chicago. 

Black churches aligned with the 
SBC draw "the alienation of some of 
our brothers," he explained, and yet 
they do not feel fully accepted in the 
SBC. 

Why would black pastors brave 
that criticism to affiliate with the 
SBC? 

The main reason is the financial 
support and proven programs the 
SBC offers, according to Willie 
McPherson of the SBC Home Mis­
sion Board. "When black churches 
use Southern Baptist programs, the 
churches do grow," said McPherson, 
director of black church extension. 

African-American churches out­
side the Bible Belt have been more 
accepting of the Southern Baptist la­
bel than churches in the Deep South. 
While many Baptist state conventions 

boast a few black churches, a dispro­
portionate number of them are in 
states like Illinois, California and New 
York. 

Of the estimated 1,300 black 
Southern Baptist churches, about 300 
of them are in California, where 
Southern Baptists themselves have a 
relatively short history. About a third 
of the Southern Baptist churches in 
California are African°American, ac­
cording to the HMB, including 15 of 
the 25 churches that lead the state in 
baptisms. 

One reason Southern Baptists have 
found more acceptance outside the 
Bible Belt, McPherson said, is that the 
history of discrimination and segrega­
tion, which played such a central part 
in the formation of the SBC, has less 
influence on blacks outside the South. 

"Many churches put that aside be­
cause to use Southern Baptist materi­
als and programs contributes to faster 
growth," said McPherson. 

Still most African-American 
churches that align with the SBC re­
tain their affiliation with historically 

· black conventions, allowing them to 
participate in both. 

Gibson of Mission of Faith said he 
studied Baptist history before joining 
with Southern Baptists. What he dis­
covered was that in 1841 one-third of 
Baptists in the south were black. From 
1863 to 1950, African-Americans 
were outside Southern Baptist ranks. 
Now they are back. 

''They're not new; they are back," 
Gibson stated emphatically. 

Contributing financially to the 
work of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion also draws criticism from both 
sides, Chicago pastors said. 

"We have to do a lot of justifying 

as to ... why we're giving money to 
the white folks," said Frank Thomas, 
pastor of New Faith Baptist Church in 
Matteson, south of Chicago. 

While other blacks ask why they 
are sending any money at all to the 
SBC, whites in the SBC wonder why 
most African-American churches 
give relatively little to the SBC. 

In their defense, pastors of black 
SBC churches say the needs in their 
local communities are much greater 
than in many white areas. They give 
to missions, they say, but it is prima­
rily channeled through local minis­
tries to the poor and needy. 

What bothers the African-Ameri­
can ~pastors about Southern Baptist 
life is that, like in the broader society, 
they often feel ignored. 

"I don't think many of our white 
brethren even recognize that we ex­
ist," said Gene Gibson of Mission of 
Faith. ''To be totally ignored is one of 
the highest insults." 

The controversy that has rocked 
the SBC in recent years is of little con­
cern to the pastors. Frank Thomas of 
New Faith called it a "white folks' 
fight." Blacks have been reluctant to 
get involved in the denominational 
battle, he said, because "black people 
have so much (other) stuff going on 
in the community to fight over." 

But some black churches have 
been labeled liberal, McPherson said, 
because of their traditional commit­
ment to social justice and ministry, 
which have been hallmarks of the Af­
rican-American Baptist experience. 

Such labeling blurs an important 
distinction, he said. "From a biblical 
perspective, blacks are conservative. 
From a political perspective blacks 
are liberal." 

DEAF MINISTER Known as 
the deaf Billy Graham, Cart­
er Bearden has worked for 
the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board for more 
than 40 years. Southern 
Baptists have more than 
700 deaf congregations. 



About half the sub­
scribers to the West­

ern Recorder won 't 
see the page you're 

reading right now. 
The reason: They're 
reading their church 
newsletters on this 

back page. 

Kentucky Baptist 
churches of all sizes 

and locations are 
discovering the Re­
corder's news page 

plan saves money 
and time. And 

church members re­
port they are glad to 

get the variety of 
helpful information 

included in each 
week's Recorder. 

Your church could 
. get this same great 
deal for just $1 0 per 
week, plus 15 cents 
per subscribtion per 

week. If you ' re al­
ready sending the 

· Recorder to every 
home, the only new 

cost would be the 
$10 newsletter fee. 
Bet you can't print 
and mail your own 
newsletter for that 

small price! 

To find out what oth­
ers think about the 
Recorder's church 

page plan, talk to 
some of our partners 
in publishing listed at . 
right. Then call (502) 
244-6470 to get your 

church signed up. 

Don•t believe the 
Recorder•s back page 

is a good deal 
for your 

church newsletter? 

ASK A FRIEND 
Williamstown Baptist Church, Williamstown 
Georgetown Baptist Church, Georgetown 
Calvary Baptist Church, .Frankfort 
First Baptist Church, Madlsonvllle 
First Baptist Church, Flshervllle 
Rockford Lane Baptist Church, Loulsvllle 
Alton Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg 
Lewisport Baptist Church, Lewisport 
Central Baptist Church, Maysville 
First Baptist Church, Morehead 
First Baptist Church, Eddyville 
First Baptist Church, Oak Grove 
Second Baptist Church Hopkinsville 
Turner Ridge Baptist Church, Falmouth _ 
Buena Vista Baptist Church, Owensboro 
Crabtree Avenue Baptist Church, Owensboro 
Lewis Lane Baptist Church, Owensboro 
First Baptist Church, Lexington 
Trinity Baptist Church, Lexington 
Versailles Baptist Church, Versailles 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Frankfort 
First Baptist Church, Frankfort 
First Baptist Church, Leitchfield 
First Baptist Church, London 
Cadiz Baptist Church, Cadiz 
Hurricane Baptist Church, Cadiz 
Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville 
Buechel Park Baptist Church, Louisville 
Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church, Louisville 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church, Louisville 
Deer Park Baptist Church, Louisville 
Fern Creek Baptist Church, Louisville 
Jeffersontown Baptist Church, Jeffersontown 
First Baptist Church, Middletown 
Gethsemane Baptist Church, Louisville 
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville 

First Baptist Church, WIiiiamsburg 
Dunmore Baptist Church, Dunmore 
Burlington Baptist Church, Burlington 
Fairlane Baptist Church, Alexandria 

· Latonia Baptist Church, Covington 
Bethel Baptist Church, Eubank 
Lyndon Baptist Church, Louisville 
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church, Louisville 
Midlane Park Baptist Church, Louisville 
Ninth & O Baptist Church, Louisville 
Green Hills Baptist Church, Fisherville 
Berea Baptist Church, Berea 
Shively Baptist Church, Louisville 
South Jefferson Baptist Church, Louisville 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville / 
West Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville 
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville 
Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin 
Harrodsburg Baptist Church, Harrodsburg 
Second Baptist Church, Greenville 
Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, Shepherdsville 
Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger 
Beacon Hill Baptist Church, Somerset 
First Baptist Church, Franklin 
Liberty Baptist Church, Russell Springs 
Greensburg Baptist Church, Greensburg 
Cecilia Baptist Church, Cecilia 
First Baptist Church, Sonora 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Elizabethtown 
Pigeon Fork Baptist Church, Waddy 
Waddy Baptist Church, Waddy 
Centerfield Baptist Church, Centerfield 
DeHaven Memorial Baptist Church, LaGrange 
Westport Baptist Church, Westport 
First Baptist Church, Middlesboro 
First Baptist Church, Bowling Green 
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