FOR THE RECORD

Third VP quits

A third of the eight vice
presidents for the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board has
announced his early
retirement, citing
differences with FMB
trustees. See page 2.

Sherman on gays

Cecil Sherman,
coordinator of the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, has written a
column in which he says
homosexuality is a sin
which individuals can
turn from with God’s
help. See page 2.

Lottie sighting -

Kentuckian Norma
Strasinger says she saw
her Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
dollars at work when
Southern Baptist foreign
missionaries came to her
rescue in South America.
See page 3.

Fire settlement

First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green has
reached an $8 million
insurance settlement to
replace its historic
sanctuary destroyed in a
1991 fire. See page 3.

Family Forum

Where is there help for
parents to deal with the
stress of raising
children? See page 4.

Protestants losing

U.S. Protestant
denominations continue
to lose members to an
ever-fragmenting array
of religious preferences,
a new Gallup poll finds.
See page 6.
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BSU WEEKEND Baptist Student Union leaders from across the state gathered in Madisonville April 2-4 for the annual Leadership

2

Training Conference and summer missionary commissioning. William W. Marshall, executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-

tion, delivered the charge to summer missionaries during the commissioning. He urged the students to remember that “someone out
there has your name on them ... in whose life you will make a difference.” A total of 78 student missionaries were commissioned for

service in Kentucky, across America and in several foreign countries. Dozans of others will serve through appointment of the Southern
Baptist home and foreign mission boards. B Top left: New BSU officers for the coming year are Shannon Howell, Murray State
University, secretary; Chad Cadell, Morehead State University, president; and Curtis Barnes, Campbellsville College, vice president.
B Top right: Jeff McAdams of the University of Louisville receives a hug from his brother during the summer missionary commission-

ing service. @ Bottom left: Matthew Robertson of the University of Louisville gets help deciding what size to get when picking up a shirt

given to all summer missionaries. B Bottom right: Pat Brunner (center), campus minister at Berea College, collects information from
two students going overseas as summer missionaries, Stoney Douthitt of the University of Kentucky and Leslie Mitchell of Campbells-

ville College.

Kids confront
more hazards
in Kentucky
- By Mark Wingfield
News Director

America’s children face in-
creasing hazards in growing up,
and children in Kentucky fare
worse than children in 31 other

. states on a composite of key in-
dicators.

That’s the finding of an annu-
al report from the Annie E. Ca-
sey Foundation and the Center
for Social Policy, based in Wash-
ington, D.C. The two organiza-
tions have collaborated for the
fourth year to produce nation-
wide and state profiles of the
condition of America’s children.
The findings are reported in the
“1993 Kids Count Databook.”

Although there have been im-
provements nationwide in the
status of infants and young chil-
dren, the report notes, the risks

“and hardships experienced by
adolescents continue fo rise.

The single indicator showing

_the most dramatic change for the
worse in the last five years is the
juvenile violent crime arrest rate.

Nationwide, 466 of every
100,000 children ages 10-17
were arrested for a violent crime
in 1991. That is a 48 percent in-
crease over the number of juve-
nile arrests in 1986.

That trend is even worse in
Kentucky, showing an 80 per-
cent increase in the last five
O See Children face ..., page 3

Baptists can be vulnerable to cults, interfaith expert says

Although they’ve been in the news
for weeks now, the Branch Davidians
in Waco, Texas, aren’t the only cult
that threatens Christian theology,
Southern Baptist experts agree.

Interfaith witness experts at the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board continually track dozens of
cults and sects like the Branch David-
ians—cults that often present them-
selves as part of mainstream Christi-
anity but actually deviate significant-
ly from it.

And while the Branch Davidians
have gained notoriety for their shoot-
out with federal officers, the HMB
reports dozens of other cults and sects
are equally dangerous spiritually, al-
though unarmed with guns.

Southern Baptists often become
vulnerable to the false teachings of
cults and sects, said Ken James, HMB
regional director for interfaith witness
based in Manhattan, Kan.

Factors that lead to Baptists being
pulled into cults, James said, include
Christians unable to articulate their
world view, egotistical pastors, cults

that successfully present themselves -

as mainline denominations and chil-
dren who aren’t grounded in the fact
that Jesus Christ is God.

In his travels, James said he en-
counters many Christians who have
lost confidence in their ability to make

spiritual decisions for themselves. He
contends that while Southern Baptists
have emphasized evangelism for the
past 20 to 25 years they have neglect-
ed helping those converts know what
they believe.

“I encourage people to
ask themselves the
question, ‘What is <
my world view?’ &=
and then answer
it in such a
way that they
may be able to %
articulate it, and
not rely on some-
body else to do it for
them,” James said.

Sadly, many pas-

',]

their own conclusions.

“It’s a small step for a religious
leader from being a mere spiritual ad-
viser to whom folks turn for spiritual
direction, to being a self-styled ‘guru’

who makes spiritual de-

ers,” James said.

He welcomes the
present trend of
pastors seeing

themselves as

enablers—fel-
/' low strugglers

who have been
given a different

role in life.

People should nev-
er, ever allow another

tors are all too willing
to tell people what to
believe, said James,
who was a pastor him-

cults 7

= Arithmetic helps identify

Editorial: Violence in the
name of God? 5
self for 25 years. “Asa @ Children of God cult

to do their thinking for
them, James said.
“This is the way Mor-
mons think: When the
president speaks, all

group, no one has big-  back in U.S.7 the thinking that needs
ger egos than pastors.” B How to talk to people of to be done is done.”
James recalled that different faiths 7 Although small, mil-

as a young pastor, he

was given to pontificating when asked
for advice on spiritual matters. “Peo-
ple would stand there amazed that I

could expound on that,” he recalled.

Being regarded with awe feeds a pas-
tor’s ego while starving his listeners’
confidence in their ability to draw

itaristic groups such as
the Branch Davidians attract the most

attention, they are not James’ main'

concern. While Davidians captures
the spotlight, “a big movement like
the Mormons continues to move with
the blessing of the populace, and robs
men of eternity,” he said.

mands on his follow- -

Through their public relations
campaign called Operation Friend-
ship, James charged, Mormons have
successfully projected the image of a
major Christian denomination. He
called Mormonism “the most serious
challenge to evangelical Christianity
in our country.”

“Many Baptists become incensed
that we call it a cult,” James said. Bap-
tists say of Mormons, “They’re such
nice people, they have such nice fam-
ilies,” yet their doctrine bears no re-
semblance to orthodox Christianity.

“The place that many of our Bap-
tists are vulnerable at is ‘who Jesus
Christ is,”” James said. “It’s at this
point that the cults get a hook into our

. people, questicning the uniqueness of

Jesus Christ.”

He believes children should be
taught at a young age, starting as ear-
ly as 4, that Jesus is God. Otherwise
they can grow up thinking Jesus is an
appendage of God. James said his
suggestion was criticized by a profes-
sor who told him the concept of Jesus
as God was too abstract for such
young children.

‘His comeback was that it’s too ab-
stract for adults, also, but the Holy
Spirit teaches adults and can teach
children as well.

Adapted from an article by Tim Palm-
er of Missouri’s Word & Way



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

W March gifis to the
Southern Baptist
Convention’s
Cooperative Program
totalled 8.97 percent less
than gifts during the
same month last year.
March gifts were $11.15
million, short of the
$11.68 million monthly
average required to meet
the annual unified
missions budget.
However, year-to-date
totals remain close to the
target amount needed to
reach the year-end goal.

M Russian Baptists will
open a seminary this fall,
“fulfilling a dream of
almost a century. The
seminary is scheduled to
open in Moscow Oct. 1,
with 20 students housed
in temporary facilities. A
proposed campus in the
Moscow suburb of
Losinka will be about
$1.5 million to construct.

B Spring break
evangelism ministries by
students at

Southwestern Baptist.| | g
Theological Seminary.in- || -

Fort Worth, Texas,
resulted in more than
450 spiritual decisions in
29 states, three foreign
countries and Puerto
Rico. The efforts were
part of the seminary’s
spring evangelism
practicum.
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Third of eight FMB vice presidents plans departure

RICHMOND, Va.—A third vice
president of the Southern Baptist For-
eign Mission Board has announced
his early retirement, citing concerns
about the actions of the agency’s trus-
tees.

Harlan Spurgeon, vice president
for missions personnel, will leave that
post June 30, his 62nd birthday.

He follows in the steps of the
FMB’s vice president for Europe, the
Middle East and Africa, Islam Bal-
lenger, as well as the vice president
for the Americas, Betty Law, who re-
signed under similar circumstances
within the past 15 months. FMB Pres-
ident Keith Parks also retired earlier
than planned last year due to differ-
ences with trustees.

Spurgeon, a 25-year veteran of
foreign missions work, charged FMB
trustees no longer base their decisions
on what’s best for global evangeliza-
tion but on politics.

In a March 30 letter to FMB Inter-
im President Don Kammerdiener,
Spurgeon said he was “grieved to see
controversy and political struggle re-
place missions and evangelism as the
main business of Southern Baptists.”

He continued: “It grieves me that
the question of ‘How will this affect
world evangelization?’ is no longer
the deciding factor in decisions made
by our trustees.”

Spurgeon said he was especially

saddened by the likelihood that
Southern Baptists would not reach
their Bold Mission Thrust goal of
having 5,000 missionaries overseas
by A.D. 2000.

“I grieve over the losses we have
suffered because of the trustees’ pre-
occupation with being politically cor-
rect,” he said. “We have lost trust be-
tween staff and trustees and between
staff and staff. We have lost the free-
dom to discuss issues openly without
fear of reprisal. We have lost heart. ...
We are rapidly losing our integrity.”

Spurgeon, a missionary to Taiwan
from 1957-72, oversees departments
handling enlistment, selection and
training of new missionaries and vol-
unteers. Also in his portfolio are mis-
sionary furlough study, missionary
health and board relationships with
children of missionaries, former mis-
sionaries and black and ethnic Bap-
tists. He has been in his current role
10 years.

Both Kammerdiener and trustee
Chairman John Jackson praised Spur-
geon’s work with the FMB but said
they disagreed with his assessment of
current affairs.

Jackson refused to discuss specif-
ics of Spurgeon’s charges against
trustees. “Although I disagree with his
assessments, it would not enhance the
work of the kingdom to enter into an
open discussion of the trustees’ inter-

- “spend no more time on the matter”

- Home Mission Board to renounce
' Ethelr agency’s study ‘of Masons.

mont, Texas, physician.
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- time on the matter,

later, he is apparently calling for

| gers to last June’s annual meeting

..“mcompatlble with

_to this year’s annual meeting in

50 the SBC could “move on.”

_ - sent to HMB trustees and Bapnst

. Southem Bapttst critic of Freema-
sonry who said March 17 he. would"‘
*  tions approved by trustees are ac-
‘now has called for trustees of the

_dict the more detailed study done

. by HMB staff which he does not

- That demand brought a sharp o

: retort from HMB President Larry
- Lewis, who said he is confused by
the actions of Larry Holly, a Beau—f“*

{—ttons point out contradictions be-

_ tween Freemasonry and Christiani-

. ty, Holly said, the HMB staff study
_ “Dr. Holly expressed support .
for our report last week, calling for

it to be approved overwhelmingly
and pledging to ‘spend no more

Lewis said

March 29. “Now, less than a week

vorable llght
study has the HMB giving an ‘un-
certain sound,

_additional action by our board.”
Upon instruction from messen-

- that there is any contradiction what-
- soever” between the study and the
trustee action, he said. “In fact,
- most of what is in the (trustee) re-
_port is in the larger study, even the

of the Southern Baptist Conven-.
: tlon the HMB prepared a report

report is unfounded, since staff and
: trustees were involved in both. The
£ but that mdmdual Ba sts »ould'

before approving it, Lewis said.

Duncan, Okl
had adequ
_and added, “T don’t see contradic-
tion and I’m pleased with the;
Houston would approve the report i

 time, saylrig he hoped messengers

However, in a March 22 lettexf

newspapers, Holly said he isn’t sat- |
isfied after all. The recommenda- -

ceptable, Holly wrote, but contra-

like.
‘While the trustee recommenda— :

casts Masons in a much more fa-

“‘The contradiction between ;
your recommendation and the staff

393

‘he wrote. :
- Lewis disagreed. “I don’t see

.._wordtng in many mstances

_tween the staff study and trustee .

trustees” administrative committee
reviewed the study “line by line”

Trustee chairman Brad Allen of

greed the trustees
nput into the study

study.”

Comptled from Assoczated Baptzst
Press'and Baptist Press r‘eports‘ :

pretation of his complaints,” he said.

Kammerdiener said he agreed
with Spurgeon’s assessment that the
Bold Mission Thrust missionary goal
is a “casualty” of the denomination’s
political struggles. However, he add-
ed, “I would not focus on one side of
the controversy. I think war is caused
by two sides who agree that they are
going to battle.”

From 1988 to 1989, the FMB’s
missionary force fell from 3,867 to
3,780, a 2.25 percent drop. The total
climbed 2.19 percent to 3,863 in 1990
and rose to 3,906 in 1991. However,
last year the mission force fell again
to 3,893.

Spurgeon said this failure to per-
manently advance the missionary
force is due to an at least perceived
rejection of moderate candidates.

“In theory, our board will still ap-
point missionaries from the broad
spectrum of Southern Baptists,” he
noted. But many young candidates
“are convinced either that they cannot
be appointed or that they would not
be comfortable serving with a board
with such a single-minded political
agenda,” he said.

Spurgeon’s letter cited several ex-
amples of trustee decisions he felt
were politically motivated:

I An October 1991 action to can-
cel funding promised to the Baptist
Theological Seminary in Ruschlikon,

Switzerland.

I Not appropriately affirming
Parks’ leadership through 1995 as
Parks had asked.

§ Allowing trustees to bring their
own candidates for staff positions,
when FMB policy states trustee com-
mittees are to select such staff based
on recommendations by the president.

0 Plans to hire a secular consulting
firm to study the effectiveness of the
agency’s organization, an action that
will cost “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” and “appears to have little to
do with missions.”

§ Turning a February 1993 dia-
logue with Woman’s Missionary
Union leaders into a “tense confron-
tation.”

Spurgeon pointed out that WMU
has helped the FMB raise more than
$1 billion for missions in the auxilia-
ry’s 105-year history. “If the board
had acted in the interest of our mis-
sionaries and world evangelization,
they would have strongly commend-
ed the WMU for their tireless and sac-
rificial efforts on behalf of missions
and sought ways of continued coop-
eration,” he said.

Spurgeon said he has made no de-
cisions about his future plans.

Reported by Mary Speidel of the FMB
through Baptist Press and Robert Dilday
of Virginia’s Religious Herald through
Associated Baptist Press

Fellowship administrator
says homosexuality is “sin’

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—Homosexu-
ality is a sin, and homosexuals should
be told God can change their orienta-
tion, says the top official of the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship.

Cecil Sherman, Fellowship coordi-
nator, spelled out his views in his reg-
ular column in the April 1 issue of the
moderate newspaper Baptists Today.

While Christians should oppose
homosexuality, Sherman wrote, they
should do so in “the spirit of Jesus.”
He predicted the Atlanta-based Fel-
lowship will not appoint gays as mis-
sionaries.

Sherman’s column represents the
first time a Fellowship official has
taken a public position on homosexu-
ality. While the issue has gotten a lot
of attention among Southern Baptists
in the past year, the Fellowship, a
group of moderate Southern Baptists,
has tried to avoid the controversy.

“The Bible teaches homosexuality
is a sin,” Sherman wrote, and gays
who argue otherwise “twist” Scrip-
ture.

“God made woman for man. God
made man for woman. The Bible does
not give mixed signals on this sub-
ject.”

“Those who defend the homosex-
ual (by) using the Bible are poor in-
terpreters who are more into Ameri-
can culture than they are into Bible
intention,” he said.

Moreover, Sherman wrote, “gays
can change.”

“The argument that ‘God made me

this way’ is out of step with what we
preach,” he said, noting the message
of the gospel is “we can be changed.”
That applies to the homosexual as
much as to the adulterer, who would
not be excused from the gospel’s de-
mands by claiming “‘God made me
with a wandering eye,”” Sherman
said.

In his column, Sherman empha-
sized his comments represent his own
opinion and not an official statement
from the Fellowship. “I hope CBF
will not make ‘a statement’ on this
subject,” he added.

Sherman chose to address the con-
troversial issue in his column, he said,
because of the continuous stream of
phone calls and questions he receives
on the topic. While the inquiries may
reflect genuine interest in the issue, he
said, “a few people may want to dis-
credit CBF by suggesting we are ‘soft
on homosexuality.’”

But Sherman said local congrega-
tions, not national and state Baptist
bodies, should decide what churches
should do about homosexuality.

Sherman said Christians should
seek “the spirit of Jesus” in dealing
with homosexuals and avoid gay
bashing.

“It is the way of too many Chris-
tian people to hold the homosexual up
to scorn,” he wrote. “We almost take
some strange pleasure in beating up
on the gay community.”

He cited Jesus’ treatment of the
woman caught in adultery as a wor-
thy example. Jesus identified her life-
style as sinful but still had compassion
for her, Sherman wrote.



: 'ly 18 months after fire destroyed

~ its historic sanctuary, First Bap-
tist Church of Bowling Green
reached a settlement of almost

- $8.4 million with its insurance
company.

represents the largest single loss
and claim in the history of
Church Mutual Insurance Co.; -
which insures 54,195 churches
and related institutions, reported
Russ Leyk, the company’s vice
president for claims.

Church Mutual’s settlement offer

April 1 and announced the agree-
ment to the church April 4, re-
ported Pastor Richard W. Bridg-

es. The church plans to break
ground for a new sanctuary on

Easter Sunday, April 11.

next day and is expected to take
15 months, Bridges said.

’ BOWLING GREEN———Near— .

The $8,375,480 settlement;

First Baptist trustees accepted

Construction will begin the .
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Kentuckian saw Lottie Moon at work

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

FORT THOMAS—Norma Stras-
inger said she saw Lottie Moon in
South America.

At midnight Jan. 21, Strasinger ar-
rived in Colombia, South America,
desperately hoping to find her hus-
band, Bill, alive after a medical emer-
gency separated the Northern Ken-
tucky couple during a Panama Canal
vacation cruise.

Having spent three frightful nights
on an island where she knew no one
and where language barriers prevent-
ed her from communicating, Strasing-
er, 69, had worked frantically to reach
Colombia and her husband.

When her plane finally touched
down in Cartegena, Colombia, South-
ern Baptist missionary Jeni Hester
was waiting for her.

“I’ve seen Lottie Moon at work,”
Strasinger said, comparing Hester to
the 19th century missionary to China
whose name is remembered through
Southern Baptists’ Christmas offering
for foreign missions.

Serving as a nurse in Colombia,
Hester had been notified through the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board of the emergency situation and
had arranged to meet the Kentuckian
and help her locate her husband.

ers, translating reports from the doc-
tors and finding a safe place for Nor-
ma Strasinger to stay until the couple
could return to the United States Jan.
28. :

“I felt safer after that,” Strasinger
said. “I don’t know what I would have
done without my missionaries.”

The couple’s trip had gotten off to
a poor start Jan. 12 when they were
late arriving in Acapulco, Mexico, to
meet the cruise ship. Their luggage
was left behind, Strasinger said. .

But after only one day of the
cruise, more serious problems devel-
oped. Bill Strasinger became ill, and
ship doctors’ attempts to treat the
problem failed to offer any reprieve.

The situation became so severe by
Jan. 18 that he was air-lifted to the Co-
lombian Naval Hospital in Barran-
quilla, Colombia.

However, space did not permit her
to accompany her husband on the
emergency trip. Instead, she said, she
was “dumped off” at the island of
Curacao in the Dutch Antilles.

Telephone calls to Kentucky re-
sulted in a flurry of activity. Strasing-
er explained how her daughter, Karen
Orrender, called Gerald Sharon, pas-
tor of Highland Hills Baptist Church
in Fort Thomas. Sharon, in turn,
spoke with an FMB representative.
The FMB notified Hester, who had

“I had five churches in Kentucky
praying for me, or I would have never
made it,” said Strasinger, a longtime
member of First Baptist Church in
Newport. “Miracles do happen, and
I’m just so thankful we’re OK.”

Strasinger’s biggest concern, she
said, was the medical attention her
husband was receiving.

His condition was diagnosed as
peritonitis—an inflammation of the
abdominal cavity—and required im-
mediate surgery. By the time she
reached him, he was recuperating.

The hospital was “ancient,” she
said. “They were 20 years behind in
medicine. They wheeled him around
in a rickety, wooden wheelchair, ...
and used this rusty, beat-up L.V. stand
by his bed. ... But it was all they had.”

And it must have been enough,
because later reports from the Stras-
ingers’ doctor in Kentucky indicated
the Colombian physicians had done
an excellent job.

Strasinger said her husband’s spir-
its are high now. He is anticipating

surgery April 12th to complete the

procedure begun in Colombia.

Of her new missionary friends'in
Colombia, Strasinger said, “They get
along on so little, and do so much, and
expect nothing in return. I tried to pay
them for all they did, but they
wouldn’t let me. They just said, “This

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Cumberland College
will host a Big Gospel
Concert Saturday, April
24, at 8 p.m. in the 0.
Wayne Rollins Center on
the Williamsburg
campus. The event will
feature the Singing
Cookes, Charles
Johnson & the Revivers,
and the Isaacs. Tickets
are $7 in advance or $9
at the door. For
information, call (606)
549-2200.

M A support group for
survivors of clergy
sexual abuse will begin
at Our Lady of Peace
Hospital in Louisville
April 7. The group will
meet regularly on
Wednesdays. For
information, call 451-
3333 in Louisville or
(800) 451-3637
statewide.

B “Children & the
Church” will be the topic

of an April 21-23
conference at the Galt
House in Louisville
‘sponsored by the’
Gheen's Center for
Christian Ministry of

stroyed First BapuSt s sanctuary,
which was built in 1913, The -
church now worships at Bowling
Gréen Junior High, a few blbcks
from the church’s downtown fa—»
cilities.

Hester and two other medical mis-
sionaries, Sandi Gustin and Kay
_“Brown; speat & ‘ume wrthsthe Straem‘gu

just returned from furlough.
That network of assistance was
bolstered by prayer >

is your Lottie Moon dollars at work.’
“So, I’'m going to raise my Lottie
Meon giving this year.”

\} !,

the church’s trustees, expressed
relief that the insurance negotia-
tions are complete.

but everything is moving in the

right direction,” Meeks said.

“The trustees are pleased that we

got a good settlement. The Lord

was in the process and took care
- of it in his time.”

and across the state have been
concemed that so long a period -
has gone by since the fire with no-
construction begun,”
added. “These last months have
been spent in careful negotiation
to document the extent of the
church’s loss.

Stanley Meeks, chairman of

“It’s been a long procedure,

“People in our community

Bridges

“We are grateful that our peo-

Children face more hazards in Kentut:ky'

Continued from page 1

years. However, Kentucky’s rate of
246 juvenile arrests per 100,000
youths still is below the national av-
erage.

The second-worst trend nation-
wide and in Kentucky is an increase
in percentage of births to single teen
mothers. Nationwide, 8.7 percent of
all births were to single teen mothers
in 1990, a numerical increase of 16
percent from 1985.

Again, the percentage increase
during this time period was greater in
Kentucky than in the nation. The
number of births to single teen moth-
ers jumped 26 percent in Kentucky,
to a level of 9 percent of all births.

Kentucky also followed the na-
tional trend with increased rates of vi-

On the positive side, Kentucky
fared better than the national average
on infant mortality rate. The number
of infant deaths in Kentucky de-
creased 24 percent from 1985 to
1990, better than the national de-
crease of 14 percent.

Kentucky and the nation also reg-
istered advances in fighting child pov-
erty and in decreasing the number of
teens neither in school nor in the work
force.

The percentage of teens neither
working nor in school decreased 11
percent in Kentucky and 6 percent
nationwide.

The number of children living in
poverty decreased 7 percent in Ken-
tucky and 4 percent nationwide.
However, the percentage of Ken-

tucky ranks 32nd among U.S. states
in its composite score. Kentucky’s
best comparative ranking among
states is in juvenile violent crime ar-
rest rates (16th). and worst is in per-
centage of teens neither in school nor
in the labor force (43rd).

In a foreword to the report, Dou-
glas Nelson, executive director of the
Annie E. Casey Foundation, offers
advice for improving the state of
America’s children.

He cites. the Kentucky Education
Reform Act as a positive model to
provide “a superior education for all
the state’s children.”

Nelson argues that America must
redirect its resources from simply in-
tervening in childhood crises to work-
ing to prevent them. A better future,

Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
and 11 other
organizations. Keynote
speakers include Marian
Wright Edelman,
president of the
Children’s Defense Fund,
and Hedda Sharapan,
associate producer of
“Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood.” The
conference will include
professional tracks on a
variety of topics. For
information, call (502)
897-4315.

H The musical “Annie”
will be staged at

ple have had the patience and
perseverance to see the task
through to this happy conclusion. -
Now we turn to the task of open-
ing the door to a new century of
ministry as a downtown church.” -
The new building is to be
* reminiscent of the previous sfruc-
‘ture, known locally as the “Greatj .
White Temple.” :
_ The original was constructed"‘
--of Warren County limestone, -
while the new one will be ma-
~sonry with stone columns and fa-
“cades, Bridges said. Like the -
~ former building, the new one will
- have a vaulte':_' ome ceﬂmg The
ill be

olent deaths among teens and the per-
centage of children being raised in
single-parent families.

Nationwide, the number of teens
killed violently increased 13 percent
from 1985 to 1990, just 1 point high-
er than Kentucky’s increase of 12 per-
cent.

The percentage of children living
in single-parent families nationwide
increased 9 percent from 1985 to
1990. In Kentucky, that ratio in-
creased 11 percent. As of 1990, 24
percent of Kentucky’s children were
living in single-parent families.

Other worsening trends in Ken-
tucky include the death rate for chil-
dren ages 1 to 14, up 2 percent, and

tucky’s children living in poverty (22
percent) still remains above the na-
tional average (19.8 percent).

When all 10 factors used in the
Kids Count study are averaged, Ken-

Other facts about Kentucky S klds

I 25.9 percent of Kentucky’s ed by smgle mothers recelve chxld'
population is under age 18, a total support or alimony, -
'of 954,094 youths. i 16.7 percent of chrldren have
. 02,8 percent of children ages 5- no health insurance. : .
17 do not speak English at home. B 10.7 percent of all first-time ‘
-1 57.2 percent of women with ~ births are to mothers with less.than
- children under age 6 are in the: work - 12-years of schooling. ‘who are un:
force while 68.2 percent of women married and underage 20;26.6 per-
_with children ages 6—17 are in the cent of first-time births are to moth-

he adds, also will “require that all
Americans assume and expect higher
levels of personal responsibility for
the rearing and welfare of their own
children.”

Campbellsville College
April 22-25. Tickets,
which are $5 each, are
available by calling (502)
789-5266.

the percentage of children graduating  work force. ers with two of these risk factors,
from high school, down 1 percent. 8 The median income of fami-  while 47.7 percent of first-time
The percentage of babies born at lies with children is $26,864. births are to women with at least

low birthweights remained relatively
unchanged in Kentucky.

1 38.4 percent of families head- _ one of these risk factors.
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Debate the issues

The story has often been told of a
preacher who had penciled in the mar-
gin of his sermon notes, “Weak point,
speak louder.” Debate often is re-
duced to loud noise simply because
the argument is weak.

In the debate concerning the
changes between the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union and the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, this is apparently
what is happening. Much of the noise
is surrounding one word spoken by
one man. Those who do so either
choose their position based upon per-
sonalities and blind loyalties or be-
cause their argument is weak.

The debate should be surrounding
the changes the WMU is making in
their long-standing relationship with
the SBC and the effect those changes
will have upon their effectiveness and

upon their relationship to the SBC and _

our local WMUs.

As for John Jackson and his state-
ment, the marriage relationship is of-
ten used to symbolize covenant rela-
tionships. For instance, if our state
employees who receive their salaries
from and owe their support to the
Kentucky Baptist Convention were to
give their support to the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, they would by
that act be unfaithful to their covenant
relationship to the KBC.

This debate ought to be about is-
sues, not personalities and syntax. To
do so indicates that we do not have
proper information to form the opin-
ion we express.

Charles T. Gresham
Central City

Expose darkness

The Bible does not condone ho-
mosexuality! Some misread Romans
1, saying homosexuality is a punish-
ment, not a sin. Yes, their first sin was
not honoring God as God. However,
verse 24 says, “God gave them over
in the lusts of their hearts to impurity.
... Is impurity a sin? Read Ephesians
5:3. Doesn’t 1 Corinthians 6:20 tell us
o “glorify God in your body”’? The

results of not honoring God are a life
of sin, including homosexuality. (Ro-
mans 1:24-27). How can anyone read
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and say homo-
sexuality is acceptable in God’s sight?

I disagree that “the Bible does not
mention sexual orientation.” Read
Genesis 2:18-25 and Matthew 19:4-
5. Jesus may be ‘“‘silent” on many
things, but in Matthew he says noth-
ing about “men cleaving to men” or
women to women. Do we have a
record of all Jesus’ words? No, but we
have many words from his apostles
who were sent by Christ to teach his
ways! (Matthew 28:20).

We must hold to our convictions

but show compassion. This means
following the Spirit’s leading when
we feel someone is “taken captive” in
sin. As Christians, our light should be
exposing the deeds of darkness, but
let’s not forget to be humble and lov-

_mg llke Jesus.

Nancy Brinker
Georgetown

Praise for WMU

In response to Adrian Rogers’
warning to the Woman’s Missionary
Union of possibly losing its decision-
making in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, I ask: Where would the SBC
be without the WMU?

How can one forget Lottie Moon
and Annie Armstrong? Dedicated,
prayerful, faithful and determined, the
WMU has always made missions the
No. 1 priority.

I challenge Mr. Rogers to take a
survey of churches. Ask, “Who is
strongest, Brotherhood or WMU?”
Although one is as important as the
other, the WMU has been, still is and
will continue to be stronger.

As for missions needing “a more
masculine look,” I challenge Mr.
Rogers again. Ask pastors of South-
ern Baptist churches where they
would be without WMU support.

If women were not an important
part of missions, why were there such
names in the Bible as Ruth, Esther,
Naomi, Sarah, Elizabeth, and Mary,
the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ?

If the WMU is not trusted, then all
their hard work is done in vain.

The SBC as well as Mr. Rogers
must stop and think very seriously
what is happening. Do they want to
go one step forward and two steps
back? If the WMU is ignored, this is
exactly what will happen.

I quote Acts 1:14: “These all con-
tinued with one accord in prayer and
supplication, with the women, and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brethren.”

“One accord,” “‘prayer,” “suppli-
cation.” Key words, aren’t they?

Sharon Kay Deadmond
Maysville

2 ¢

In good hands

In response to your editorial con-
cerning the nomination of R. Albert
Mohler Jr. as the ninth president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary (WR, March 2), please allow me
to offer these comments.

I have known Dr. Mohler as a fel-
low student and friend for 16 years. I
feel certain that Southern Seminary
will be in good and capable hands.

There is little doubt that Dr.
Mobhler will bring change to the insti-
tution. A portion of that change will
be dictated by denominational de-
mands; a larger portion will come
about due to shifts in society and the
changing nature and scope of theolog-
ical education. I am certain that I will
not agree with all the changes that will
occur; however, I am confident that
Dr. Mohler’s. love for the institution
will outweigh any other force in his
decision-making process.

I for one feel more optimistic
about Southern’s future. Dr. Mohler
brings a promise of a stabilizing ten-
ure, a track record as a fund raiser, a
reputation of insightful theological
reflection and a commitment to equip
ministers for the local church. With
these attributes, and with the hopeful
cooperation of those who love South-
ern, the road ahead can be one we all
can travel.

Clay Smith
Louisville

Easter and irregular people

If you guessed from the title that
this is a column about persons who
attend church only on Easter, you
missed! It’s about something far more
significant than that, even though our
churches have far too many members
who do attend very irregu-
larly.

I would guess about
half my white dress shirts
are “irregulars”; that is,
there is a flaw in them
somewhere. Usually, if
you look closely enough,
you can discover it. That is
why the price on “irregu-
lars” is marked down. And
that is why we look for “ir-
regulars.” They are less
expensive.

Most of the shoes I buy are “irreg-
ulars,” and I buy them for the same
reason. They are cheaper.

I have never paid “full price” for a
suit in my life though there have been
occasions when I was tempted. The
suits I purchase may have a slight
“flaw”; that is, they are “irregulars.”

“Irregular” things are marked

WESTERN RECOBDER M APRIL 6, 1993

William W. Marshall

down because they do not pass in-
spection. They fail to measure up to
the quality expected of the producer.
In short, they are “not perfect.”
People are like that. Not just some.
All. All of us are “irregulars” in one

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

way or another. A “flaw”
here; a “failure” there.
And even a “perfect” shirt,
a “perfect” suit and a “per-
fect” pair of shoes cannot,
even temporarily, cover
our “imperfection.”

It is good, I think, that
God alone knows all my
“imperfections.” I doubt
seriously that we could
handle having all our “im-
perfections” disclosed ei-
ther in a public forum or
even before our closest friends. I am
certain that every human being has
imperfections. And I know that our
“imperfections” sometimes hurt oth-
ers and often hurt ourselves.

If we live long enough, we see and
experience enough imperfection, both
in others and in ourselves, that we
gain the deeper meaning of “grace,” a

term that in early years of life may be
just the “words of a preacher.” It is a
reality that even younger preachers
cannot appreciate because too little of
life has yet visited upon them.

Perhaps grace belongs in the do-
main of the older ones; the “white
haired,” if you please. Maybe not ex-
clusively, but primarily.

Perhaps our years of living pro-
vide us the best basis for understand-
ing the meaning of Easter and its im-
plications for those of us who under-
stand what it means and how it feels
to be “imperfect.”

For Easter means a God who sent
his Son on a mission to buy up all of
the “imperfects.”

And that’s what makes folks like
me understand and appreciate Easter.
For he paid no cheap price for “irreg-
ular” and “flawed” merchandise like
me! No, he paid full price!

And I will remember that on Eas-
ter Sunday morning, wearing a new
tie ... around the collar of a shirt which
was marked “imperfect.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

€ chlld ahuse |

By Jewell Nelson

o chlldren hke
s they are.

(l Where i is there help for par- -

e ents to deal with the stress of rais-
_ ing children? Child abuse is too

prevalent i v
A. If anyonc suspects Chlld:
abuse it is necessary to call the -

child abuse hotline in the front of
a telephone dxrectory ‘The caller
* does not have to give his or her

identity. Such a call could savea

- child’s life!

B The church should be a.
source of help for parents..
Pastors, staff members, dea-

-~ cons, teachers and outreach lead-

ers who keep in touch with mem-

~ bers and propects through visits

often can detect abuse. Church

- staff members who are not quali-
fied to counsel families must be
~ aware of counseling serwces in

the community. o
Parenting classes are now a

~ part of many churches. “Parent-

ing By Grace” is an excellent
teaching guide. The KBC disci-
pleship training, family minis-

- tries and Sunday school depart-

ments, phone (502) 245-4101, can
suggest personnel and materials
for parenting classes.

 Some schools conduct class-
€s on parenting,

Schools are working to help

~ parents recognize that good pa-

renting includes being involved
in their children’s school.
I Hospitals often conduct

- classes on parenting.

These classes deal with health
care, child development and pa-
renting skills,

- 0 Libraries are gems of re-
sources.

One person or an organiza-
tion can take parents to the li-
brary. Locate books, pamphlets,
videos and films on parenting.

i Call the Human Resources

_Cabinet.

A phone book lists agencies

- of all kinds in the blue pages
. (government offices). The hu-

man Tesources agency can give.

information on many- famlly-re- :

latcd issues. . - :
“Chxldren are a glft from God,» o

There is an 1 old saymg, “Itv."
takes a whole wllage to raise a
..child.” © ‘

 Let’s join fogethcr and. treat»:"’:;
‘..gxft/rewards i

Jewell Nelson is associate a'trec- :

_tor of the KBC" s Sunday : schooI de-
partmenr o

M. Send yzour questlons about

cluldren, teens, marriage, singles
- or aging to “Family Forum,”

Western Recorder, Box 43969,

- Louisville, Ky. 40253.



What, in God’s name, is happening to our world?

God has gotten a lot of bad press lately.

Read your morning newspaper; look at a newsmagazine; watch the
nightly news. You’ll see a world of religious hatred: A crater in the base-
ment of the World Trade Center. Raped women among the remains of
Yugoslavia. A cult compound under siege near Waco. Weeping clerics
outside a demolished mosque in India. A blood-stained parking lot in
Panama City. Starvmg children in Sudan. Torched churches in Kentucky.
Bloody martyrs in the Middle East.

You can see more, if your stomach can handle it. If not, avert your
eyes. But don’t turn on your radio, or you’ll hear tales of bombings in
Northern Ireland and bloodshed in Indonesia.

All in the name of God.

Most of the major-league violence terrorizing our planet has religious
overtones. The Branch Davidians of Waco are an apocalyptic sectarian
spin-off of the Seventh-day Adventist version of Christianity. Feuds in
the Middle East pit Muslim vs. Jew; in Africa and Indonesia, it’s Muslim
vs. Christian. Protestants and Catholics are at each others’ throats in
Northern Ireland. Even in Yugoslavia, a region known for its nationalistic
strife, the root cause of conflict is religious hatred. ;

How, in God’s name, could all this happen?

That’s a perplexing question. One of the first Bible verses Christians
teach our children is a simple truth, “God is love.” We grow up expecting
love from God and loving deeds from God’s people. Anyone who pro-
fesses to act on behalf of God ought to act in a loving manner, reflecting
the nurturing nature of God.

So, religious terror shocks us, as much because it defies our expecta-
tions of godly people as because it wreaks havoc. Bombing makes for
poor evangelism, genocide won’t cut it as an effective church-growth tool
and mass-murder never can be redemptive.

We shake our heads and wonder at a world run amok. But we also see
the shells of religious warfare close to home. You say you can’t under-
stand how people—in the name of Gody Allah or Yahweh<—canbeatthe
hvmg daylights out of other people?Conisider the charactér assassination
and invective that has ricocheted around the Southern Baptist Convention
for 14 years. Nobody’s been shot. But friendships have been severed,
careers lacerated, lives scarred.

)

?* féinfe of ‘Christ 11ve Tives 6F selfless service and ‘Sacrifice. Let us, in the 1"

The passions of religious hatred run so deep because the faith which
anchors religious conviction descends to the core of human existence.
The religious journey carries people on a quest for ultimate truth. Unfor-
tunately, many of those who believe they have found it hold zero toler-
ance for those who have not, and outright animosity for those who claim
another version. “‘Convert or purge,” their motto proclaims.

Where do we go from here? Adherents of other faiths search their
scriptures to find their answers. Scholars say each of these faiths contains
teachings that would promote and sustain peace. Christians need look
only to the life and teachings of Christ for their path to peace.

Jesus spoke the second-greatest commandment—*“Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself”—in the same breath in which he announced the
first—*“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul and with all thy mind.” Love for God void of love for other
people sends zealots on bloody crusades. But Christ knew true love for
God is reflected in love for neighbors. And, you will recall, he chose a
Samaritan—to his audience, a despicable outcast product of heretical or-
igin whose ethnic impurity surely was repugnant to God—as a fine ex-
ample of what it means to be a neighbor.

In fact, Jesus called his followers to practice ethical standards far high-
er than reality ever demanded. He said to give your litigation-crazy neigh-
bor the shirt off your back. Turn the unbruised cheek toward the big bul-
ly. Carry the occupying soldier’s pack a second mile. It’s what Christian
ethicist Glen Stassen calls “transforming initiative,” a surprising act of
love that moves both aggressor and defender toward reconciliation. To-
ward peace.

During this holy season, as we look toward Easter, we remember the |

ultimate transforming initiative. Mysteriously, miraculously, Jesus Christ
mounted the Cross and bore the crushing brunt of selfish human sin. While
thousands, maybe even millions, have killed on behalf of God, Christ
died—and defeated death—on behalf of humanity.

Religious passion
taps into the core
of human
personality.
Christians must
look to the life of
Christ—not darker,
sullen images—for
the meaning of
living a God-
centered life.

=4 Our wortld has seen enough slaughter in the name of God. Letus; inthe |y

name of God as defined through the life of Christ, transform hatred into
love.

Marv Knox

Monday is (brain)wash day, but thank the Lord for it anyway

Millions start the week groaning, Thursday, we start to slack off, and

“It’s Monday. ... Ugh!” “Thank God, it’s Friday!” is actually
Unexcited and resentful that the a code phrase meaning, “I can mess
weekend is around today
) b th
NS MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING [Rwwariy
Monday is most here.”

a rotten day, out to get us. Tuesday is
slightly better, but still too close to
Monday. Wednesday is “Hump Day”
because we get over the hump of the
work week and head for the weekend.

Saturday we grouse at having to work
around the house. On Sunday, we ei-
ther put in our “duty” at church or
sleep in, using the excuse, “It’s the
only day I get to sleep late.” Then

for “the weekend”? God doesn’t want
thanks for Friday if that means we’re

comes “Monday. ... Ugh!” again. Our
brains have raced us right through our
week.

But the Bible tells us, “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). The

writer urged us to action because “in _
the grave, where you are going, there »

is neither working ... nor wisdom.”
Now, because of Christ, we be-

lieve in life everlasting. Are we going

to waste ourselves in heaven waiting

going to do our jobs half-heartedly
with one eye on the clock. We are
brainwashed into “hating” the days
God gives us.

Christians, why not say, “Thank

" God, it’s Monday”” (or-any other day)

and do with all your might?
Ray Farrow, pastor
Waddy Baptist Church
Waddy

Thank God for the
gift of any day,
even Monday.

the po
. We headed out on the ﬁrst really warm
~ day of the season; still cool enough to keep -
the snakes asleep but temperate enough to
- enjoy sun on bare arms. We carefully
tramped through the woods; dlrectmg all
four sets of bare little arms past the “sticky

The problem‘ .
wnh trammg chil-  b—

busheé” to the Home for Uncaught
Brent:spotted: The Big Onen: At
ho d

drenin theways of | .
fishing is that they
have no point of
reference..

“Grab hold of the handle and press

~ when to Iet 200

ball

‘ Dxtto for Lind- :

o say ‘We slipped the
lure behmd us, slung it into the tree, slapped

it on the bank and occasionally cast it per-

W e "’d" 't "at‘f‘" as 5’"9’9 f’s" }b”t _fhe ‘?"ﬂercups sure l_""k"d Prettyfff =

Our outmg couldn t have turned out bet-

ja ':theg 1s dis

know, a true angIer would say: a»ﬁsh-
ng tnp W1thout fish is a failure. But a mom-
‘ing in the sun with little girls is splendid.
5 And you don t have to clean buttercups.

d. ulckly'transfennedbﬂ
thei oth-. .

Marv Knox
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PRINCETON, N.J. (RNS)—Prot-
estant denominations still claim the
majority of Americans as members,
but their rolls are dwindling and Prot-
estants are becoming increasingly
fragmented.

That’s the analysis of George Gal-
lup and Robert Bezilla of the Gallup
| Organization after completing their
latest nationwide polls on religious
preference.

Protestants as a
percentage of the
U. population

Methodists: 10 percent
Lutherans: 6 percent

u_\ Presbyterians: 5 perce
) ‘

Graphic not to scale. Data from research by the Gallup
Organization in 1992 .

g

About 90 percent of Americans
identify themselves with some reli-
gious group, the polls found. A bare
majority of 56 percent of Americans
identify with a Protestant denomina-
tion, down from 67 percent in 1967.

One American in four (26 percent)
is a Roman Catholic. Roman Catholi-
cism is strongest in the East, where
they account for 38 percent of the
population.

An additional 1 percent of Ameri-
cans say they are members of an Or-
thodox faith.

Mormons claim 1 percent of the
populace, although 4 percent of
Americans in the western region af-
filiate with the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.

Two percent of the population
claims Judaism as a preference, al-
though this rises to 4 percent in the
eastern region of the U.S.

The South remains a Protestant
stronghold, with 70 percent of South-
erners naming one of the Protestant
denominations as their preference.

About one American in five (19
percent) is a Baptist. Southern Bap-
tists account for 9 percent of the pop-
ulation nationwide and 22 percent in
the South. Other Baptist bodies are
claimed by 10 percent of the popula-
tion nationwide and 16 percent of
Southerners.

s

M Sandi Patti talks. Sandi Patti has broken the
silence on her divorce from her husband of 13
years, John Helvering. Other than a brief
statement last summer, she had been silent on the
subject. The April issue of CCM magazine includes
an interview with the gospel music superstar in
which she does not discuss the exact reasons for
her divorce but does say it has been a painful
process. Divorce never had been an option in her
mind before, she said, adding she never wants it
to be an option again. “All | can say is | feel for a
lot of reasons that | hope nobody knows, ever,
that | feel a release that | truly believe is from
God,” she said. Patti said she had battled severe
depression for seven months. She also discussed
being sexually abused as a child by a woman
teacher from her father's church.

M Falwell lashes out. Jerry Falwell jumped back
into the political arena March 21 with a blistering
sermon delivered on his television show, “The Old
Time Gospel Hour.” Falwell said modern U.S.
Supreme Courts have “raped the Constitution and
raped the Christian faith and raped the churches
by misinterpreting what the founders had in mind
in the First Amendment of the Constitution.” He
also called First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
“Mother Superior,” saying she and President Bill
Clinton have determined America no longer won'’t
be “a nation under God anymore.”

M No abortion doctors. The Clinton administration
may have freed doctors on U.S. military bases
overseas to perform abortions, but that appears to
be a freedom doctors at European bases don'’t
want. The Los Angeles Times reported March 29
that two months after the ban was lifted, doctors,

" nurses and anesthesiologists are refusing to
perform abortions on moral and religious
grounds. “As of today, we have no takers,” said
Col. Ogden DeWitt, assistant chief of staff for the

g g s W,m i
o i
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WACO WEAR Bill Powers shows off some of the T-
shirts and hats he was selling near the Branch Davidli-

- an compound outside Waco, Texas, March 14. Powers
. sold more than 500 T-shirts in two days. The hat he is
wearing says “We Ain’t Coming Out,” an acronym for

Army’s clinical services in Europe. The L.A. Times
article said military officials have reported that
none of the 44 obstetricians and gynecologists in
the European theater have agreed to perform

M Presbyterians cut back. The Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A) will eliminate about 125 of the
700 jobs at its Louisville headquarters as part of a
massive downsizing. The denomination’s nine
ministry units will be collapsed into three new

M Riverfront policy changed. After attorneys for
the Rutherford Institute filed a motion for a
permanent injunction against the banner and sign
policy of the Cincinnati Reds, the baseball team
has changed its policy regarding religious
banners at Riverfront Stadium. The amended
policy comes after U.S. District Court Judge
Arthur Spiegel ruled Feb. 25 that the “good-taste,
bad-taste” sign policy which had been used to
exclude religious signs was unconstitutional.

s}\ 4

the city name “Waco.” (RNS photo)

abortions.

units.
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Losses continue for U.S. Protestants

The proportion of Baptists in
America has declined in the past 25
years from 21 percent to 19 percent.

Ten percent of Americans are
Methodists, compared to 14 percent
in 1967. Methodists are represented
uniformly thoughout all regions.

Lutherans claim 6 percent of the
population and are most numerous in
the Midwest, where they represent 15
percent of the population.

Presbyterians claim 5 percent of
Americans’ religious preference, and
also are uniformly represented.

Episcopalians account for 2 per-
cent of the population.

The polls find Methodist and Lu-
theran congregations often embrace
members from all levels of education-
al attainment, while Presbyterians and
Episcopalians attract a high proportion
of college graduates. Baptists have a dis-
proportionately high number of mem-
bers who never have set foot on a col-
lege campus, the polls found.

Baptist groups as a whole still ap-
peal most often to lower-middle and
low-income people.

Baptists also attract those whose
religious fervor is strongest. Baptists
are more likely than members of oth-
er denominations to report religion as
being “very important” to them per-
sonally and to call themselves “born
again” or evangelical Christians.

RFRA advances

WASHINGTON (ABP)—
The Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act took one step forward in
the House March 24 but has hita
standstill in the Senate.

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee unanimously approved an
unamended bill (H.R. 1308) for
floor consideration by the full
chamber. However, the Senate
Judiciary Committee postponed
consideration of the bill (S. 578)
until after the April recess.

Attorneys working for
RFRA’s passage agreed the
House committee action far out-
weighed the Senate committee’s
inaction.

House committee members
expressed enthusiasm and sup-
port for the legislation that would
restore a high level of protection
for religious practices.

Oliver Thomas, chairman of
the coalition of religious and civ-
il-liberties groups supporting the
bill, said: “The unanimous vote
of the 35-member House Judicia-
ry Committee shows the breadth
of support for this bill. The' mem-
bers recognize that without
RFRA the free-exercise clause
(of the First Amendment) re-
mains a dead letter.”

Clinton would lift abortion ban

WASHINGTON—President Bill
Clinton wants to end the nation’s 16-
year-old ban on federally funded
abortions for poor women.

The White House confirmed
March 30 that Clinton will fulfill a
campaign promise by asking Con-
gress to approve an appropriations
bill for the departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services and Edu-
cation that does not contain the Hyde
amendment restrictions on abortion
funding.

Named for its sponsor, U.S. Rep.
Henry Hyde, R-IlL., the ban has been
part of Medicaid funding measures
since 1976.

The president’s proposal “comes
as absolutely no surprise,” Hyde said.
This decision is “predictable, given
the zealousness of this administration
toward the abortion ethic.”

But Rep. Patricia Schroeder, D-

Colo., called Clinton courageous for
his willingness to make good on a
campaign promise that undoubtedly
will not be popular with many Amer-
icans.

“For a politician who says his
abortion policy is meant to decrease
the number of abortions in America,
he has a strange way of showing it,”
said James Smith, director of govern-
ment relations for the Southern Bap-
tist Christian Life Commission. “It is
inconceivable that the number of
abortions in the country will not in-
crease when the federal government
gets back into the abortion business.”

Smith also criticized the proposal
on fiscal grounds: “Forcing pro-life
Americans to pay for this reprehensi-
ble practice with their taxes is uncon-
scionablel.”

Compiled from Baptist Press and As-
sociated Baptist Press reports

Alcohol-label hills reintroduced

WASHINGTON (BP)—Legisla-
tion requiring warning messages to be
included in alcohol advertising was
reintroduced in Congress March 30 in
the face of what appears to be in-
creased opposition.

The Sensible Advertising and
Family Education Act, introduced for
the third consecutive Congress, would

" require health and safety warnings in

all alcohol ads broadcast on radio and
television or printed in newspapers,
magazines or promotional displays.
This year’s legislation calls for
seven rotating messages rather than

- the five in previous bills. The print

warnings contain more information
than the broadcast ones and also in-
clude a toll-free phone number for
consumers to learn more details on
alcohol use.

The broadcast messages, all in the
form of a “surgeon general’s warn-
ing,” are:

0 If you are pregnant, don’t drink
alcohol. Alcohol may cause mental
retardation and other birth defects.

B If you are under the age of 21,
it’s illegal to buy alcoholic beverag-
es.

I Alcohol is a drug and may be
addictive.

0 Drive sober. If you don’t, you
could lose your driver’s license.

I Don’t mix alcohol with over-the-
counter, prescription or illicit drugs.

B If you drink too much alcohol
too fast, you can die of alcohol poi-
soning. ,

0 Drinking increases your risk of
high blood pressure, liver disease and
cancer.



Children of God cult back in U.S. as ‘The Family’

NEW YORK (RNS)—A religious
group called the Children of God and
known since the early 1970s for un-
orthodox sexual practices and radical
communal lifestyles is moving back
into the United States under a new
name.

The group, considered dangerous
by critics but strongly defended by its
leaders, moved into areas overseas in
the late 1970s and the 1980s, virtual-
ly abandoning U.S. mission fields for
Europe, Asia and South America.

Reorganized in 1978, the group
now calls itself “The Family.”
~ “I would say that if you take the
10 largest cities in America, you
would find homes getting established
there,” said John Francis, a top
spokesman for the Family, in a recent
telephone interview. He declined to
say where the communes are, except
for one near Los Angeles.

In all, between 200 and 250 Fami-
ly missionaries have returned to the
United States, he said. The Family’s
U.S. headquarters is in Anaheim, Ca-
lif.

Francis said several factors had
motivated the group to target the U.S.
again.

“We now have a new generation
in our midst that is basically the age
we were when we first became part of
the revolution,” he said, referring to

Use math to determine whe’s a cult or sect

ATLANTA—Applying basic
arithmetic can help a Christian decide
whether a religious group is a cult.
Simply ask: Does the group add, sub-
tract, multiply or divide?

In his book “The Rise of the
Cults,” Walter.Martin defines “cult”
as “a group of people polarized
around someone’s inter-
pretation of the Bible and
... characterized by major
deviations from ortho-
dox Christianity relative to the cardi-
nal doctrines of the Christian faith,
particularly the fact that God became
man in Jesus Christ.”

The interfaith witness department
of the Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board uses the four basic opera-
tions of elementary mathematics—
addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division—to help Christians detect
such theological errors.

“Patterns in the Cults,” a publica-
tion of the interfaith witness depart-
ment, offers these illustrations:

M Addition. Does the religious
group add to the word of God through
indispensable publications that claim
to give the Bible’s clear meaning or
through present-day direct revelation
from God?

Examples of cults with publica-
tions they consider essential are Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses and Watchtower
magazine; Mormons and “The Pearl
of Great Price” and “Book of Mor-
mon, Doctrines and Covenants™; Uni-
fication Church (“Moonies”) and
“Divine Principle”’; Christian Scien-
tists and “Science and Health with
Key to the Scriptures”; and World-
wide Church of God and “Mystery of
the Ages.”

M Subtraction. Does the examined
group subtract from the person of the

ANALYSIS

the Jesus movement of the late 1960s
and early 1970s. “At the same time,
back in the U.S.A., you have another
generation of teen-agers and people
who heard nothing about the former
Children of God or knew nothing
about the Jesus revolution, but you
are finding quite a despera-
tion amongst the youth
today who are quite
frightened by all
that they are
faced with in
their  early
ages.”
Promotion-
al material from
the Family claims
the Children of God

A 00 R
disbanded in 1978 and | M’\ }

that more than 300 disruptive

leaders were dismjsseQ%'he literature
says 25 percent of the Family’s cur-
rent members are carryovers from the
Children of God’s worldwide net-
work.

Today, the Family is active in 100
countries. Ex-members estimate the
group has 25,000 full-time members,
although Francis claims the group has
influenced millions through making
“part-time disciples.”

Paul Carden, international coordi-
nator for Christian Research Institute,
a group that gathers data on aberrant

Lord Jesus Christ by making him less
“God” than his Father or by elevating
man one day to become like him?

All of the aforementioned groups
either present a Jesus who worked his
way to Godhood or a Jesus who has
only the status of an angel, “Patterns
in the Cults” notes. For example, the
defective Christology of
a cult called The Way In-
ternational is evident in
the title of its founder’s
book “Jesus Christ is Not God.”

B Multiplication. Does the sect
under consideration multiply the re-
quirements for salvation by making
works a necessary condition?

While the biblical plan for salva-
tion can be described as Faith = Sal-
vation + Works, the system of salva-
tion for the major non-Christian
groups can be understood as Faith +
Works = Salvation.

The latter formula contradicts
Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; not as a result of works ... .”

B Division. Does the religious
group in question divide the loyalty of
its members between God and itself
and its leaders? Also, does the sect
make devotion to the organization a
test of faith and consider adherence to
itself the vehicle for salvation?

In I Corinthians 7:23, the Apostle
Paul instructs, “’You were bought with
a price; do not become slaves of
men.” Followers of cults are repeat-
edly required to divide their loyalty
between their church and its leaders
and God.

The Branch Davidians, who now
say they want to be called “Ko-
reshians,” give allegiance to leader
David Koresh. The president of the

RELIGION

and new religious movements, said he
views the Family’s re-emergence in
the U.S. with deep concern.

“This is a destructive and subver-
sive group, and I view its return with
the gravest concern,” he said. “They

represent a deadly mix of evangeli-
cal terminology and a

perversion of Chris-
tian beliefs.”

But Francis
countered that
the group’s

leaders have
matured since
/' the 1960s.
“Something
we have definite-
ly learned as we have
matured as a movement is to

do all that we can to make our
message understandable to people,”
he said.

But some ex-members say the
group is just as deceptive and danger-
ous as ever. They cite as evidence
several sensational ongoing court bat-
tles in Australia and Spain where
communes affiliated with the Family
have been charged with child abuse.

Practices are said to include:

l Sex outside of marriage. “We be-
lieve that sex was an original creation
of God meant to glorify him and as a
means of showing love to one anoth-

Mormon Church is called “prophet,
seer and revelator.” The Rev. Sun
Myung Moon, head of the Unification
Church, claims to be the messiah who
has come to complete Jesus’ failed
mission.

Additional patterns the Home Mis-
sion Board has noted in cults are:

I Speculation and date-setting,
particularly concerning the return of
Christ.

il Obscure biblical attention, in the
form of authoritative stands on debat-
able or minor Bible issues that have
no bearing on salvation.

- B Financial exploitation of follow-
ers, to the extreme of coercive control
of individuals’ finances.

B Denial of eternal punishment.

0 Fostering of paranoia; an isola-
tionist attitude that builds an “us
against the world” mentality.

0 Doctrinal changes, often seen as
shifts in theology that follow the death
of one leader and the emergence of a
SUCCESSOr.

1 Spiritual practices, such as clair-
voyance, automatic writings, claimed
angelic direction, alleged help in spir-
itual matters from departed loved
ones.

1 Uncertain or ambiguous hope of
salvation. “A person who never really
had the certainty of possessing eter-
nal life can be continually manipulat-
ed into striving for unrealizable
goals,” the interfaith witness depart-
ment notes. “Fear becomes the moti-
vator of one’s actions.”

Written by Tim Palmer of Missouri’s
Word & Way based on information pro-
vided by the Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board’s interfaith witness depart-
ment. For a copy of the publication “Pat-
terns in the Cults,” call the HMB’s cus-
tomer service center at (800) 634-2462.

er,” Francis explained. “We do be-
lieve that consenting adults have the
perfect right scripturally to share

The Family, a cult
previously known

amongst themselves sexually if it is | @S the Ghildren of
done in mutual consent and itisnotto | God, is returning to
tllle harm, hurt or neglect of anyone the United States
else.” S e

B Sex as evangelism. “Flirty Fish- with its practices
ing” is a proselytizing technique by | 0f communal
which certain female members devel- living, sex outside
op sexual relationships with men out- - d
side the group. The practice reported- !nar"ag_e al:'
ly has been banned by leaders since | indoctrination.

the rise of AIDS.

However, promotional literature
claims “many people, most of whom
would never even go near a church,
were reached and won to Christ
through this very humble, honest,
open and intimately human approach
to witnessing.” ...

I Communal living. Members live
in what the group calls “combos.”

B Child sex. Although official lit-
erature strongly denies that adult-
child sex ever was condoned, ex-
members claim such practices have
been sanctioned at times.

B Juvenile camps. As part of a
“Discipleship Training. Revolution,”
defiant teens reportedly are required
to listen to hours of Scripture and
tapes of Family teachings, to perform
hard manual labor and to be yelled at
by leaders until they are submissive.

| Tips for witnessing

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—Many of the Americans Southern
Baptists would consider non-Christians may still be religious,
according to Gary Leazer of the Home Mission Board’s
interfaith witness department.

And that religious consciousness—although not
Christian—may create a barrier in reaching such people for
Jesus Christ, he noted.

“The people that you and | try to reach with the good news
of the gospel are not unreligious,” Leazer said. “They might
not be saved, they might be lost, but they can still be religious.
They might be unchurched, but they can still be religious.”

He recommended the following strategy for talking with a

- person whose religious beliefs differ radically from one’s own:

I Know what you believe and how to share it.

" Leazer encouraged students to “take every advantage of
getting a broad education so that you will be better equipped
to face this religious world in which we are called to minister.”

“Knowing how to share our faith with a wide variety of
people is so essential,” Leazer said. “Sometimes one approach
will be best. Another time another approach will be best.
Sometimes you're just going to have to improvise.”

B Know something about the people you're trying to reach.

“If we’re going to be effective witnesses in our world today,
we need to know something about the Muslims so that when
we witness to them we don’t erect barriers unnecessarily to an
effective witness,” Leazer said.

Christians must use an approach that communicates the
gospel with understanding, he said, because “real witness
does not take place unless we have communicated the
message so that that individual understands it and has the
opportunity to respond to it.”

B Be open to God’s leadership.

If the truth of the gospel is going to get out, Christians
need to be willing to go and speak a word of witness in more
than just the places they like and feel comfortable in, Leazer
said. s .

As Christians are open to God’s leadership, they will be led
to people who are religious but lost, Leazer said, and then they
can say as the Apostle Paul did to the ancient Athenians,
“What you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim to you.”
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Missions is for
doing, Lewis says

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—
“The Great Commission
was not given to us to
memorize and to recite,”
Larry Lewis, president of
the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board,
told students at New
Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.
“The Great Commission
was given to us by our
Loid to do,” he
explained. “Missions is
not just something we
study about ... ; missions
is something we do.”
Lewis said he is
bothered that so many
people keep telling God
what they’re going to do
and where they’re going
to go. “I hear Jesus say,
‘You do not have that
prerogative,” Lewis said.

“We continue fo -

graduate from our
seminaries every year
literally hundreds of
students who have no
assignment and no place
to goyand yet-+ have ons
the wall of my office in
Atlanta a map with
22,000 dots on it ...
places in the United
States we have already
targeted to begin new
work, ... not by the year
2000, but right now.”
However, when HVIB
personnel ask for people
to go to Montana, Utah
or Alaska, for instance,
they too often hear such
excuses as, “Oh, well,
not there. You see my
family is all down here in
Georgia’ or ‘I have a
rheumatic condition. If |
go up north ..., well, |
just can’t stand it,”
Lewis said.
“We now have (HMB)
work in every state in the
union,” Lewis said, “but
there are still 300
counties in America
where we have no
Southern Baptist church
or witness.
“You may have to be
bivocational. God has
never said one time in
his word that he was
going to supply your
needs through a board.
He did say he would
supply your needs
through the Lord.”

Secular people hard to reach, prof says

DETROIT (BP)—Churches that
are reaching secular people today are
“flexing to meet them culturally,” a
Kentucky professor and author told
Southern Baptist church-starting lead-
ers.

George Hunter III, dean of the
Stanley Jones School of Evangelism
at Asbury Theological Seminary in
Wilmore, addressed the annual con-
ference of church extension leaders
sponsored by the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board.

Secular people—those with no
church background—often are turned
off by a traditional worship service
because it resembles the style of TV
evangelism that “passes itself off as
Christianity,” Hunter said.

“Churches employing traditional
forms (of worship) almost never reach
secular people. in mgmﬁcant num-
bers,” he explained.

Hunter, author of “How to Reach
Secular People,” said the church has
lost much of its cultural influence.
“For a long time, the church has been
like a football team. We always had a
home-field advantage. We wrote the
rules. We briefed the referees.”

During that time, the church sim-
ply had to harvest the population that
had experienced Christianity through
its culture. Now, Hunter said, the
church must start from zero with peo-
ple who are not “church broken.”

Quoting Gallup polls, Hunter said
the U.S. population with no religious
training increased from 9 percent in
1968 to 25 percent in 1988.

He estimates 120 million Ameri-
cans are secular people, making the
nation “the largest mission field in the
Western Hemisphere.”

Hunter cited eight principles for
communicatirig Christianity ‘to ‘secu-

lar people.

B Almost all effective evangeliza-
tion begins where people are and not
where Christians want them to be.

§ Evangelism involves the minis-
try of explanation.

I The gospel must be communicat-
ed through the vernacular.

0 Christians must be willing to dis-
cuss honestly the doubts and hangups
of people with no spiritual back-
ground.

I No one gets the message the first
time.

0 Because no one gets it the first
time, Christians should learn to say
the same things several ways.

0 For most secular people, assimi-
lation into the church fellowship of-
ten precedes commitment to Jesus
Christ.

B The Christian faith is more
caught than taught.

Reach cities to regain moral clout: Chaney

DETROIT (BP)—Christians have
lost their moral clout in America’s cit-
ies and must focus anew on rechurch-
ing the country’s troubled urban cen-
ters, a Home Mission Board execu-
tive told ‘Southern Baptist church-
starting leaders.

“Our commitment to kingdom
growth must be expressed in reclaim-
ing the American cities for Christ,”
said Charles Chaney, HMB vice pres-

.ident for extension..;That, I believe,
“can only bé ‘dotie By rechtirching the

cities.”

More than 52 percent of Ameri-
cans live in urban areas, Chaney said.
Those cities, however, have fewer
churches and fewer per capita church
members today than they had in 1950.

» “One of the reasons we have ma-

jor problems with violent crimes,

drugs, prostitution ... in the cities of
America is because Christians do not
have the moral clout that they once
had because we’re not there with the

churches..and with.the church msm;_:

e =,—*7_

bers;” Chaney said.
Anglo churches leaving transition-

al urban areas often have no regard for
the spiritual needs of the black or eth-
nic residents who remain, he said.

“Some relocating churches have
such a bias against the new residents
in a community that they would rath-
er see their old building become a res-
taurant and a lounge than be used by
the church of new residents.”

As a result, church buildings ac-
quired through years of sacrifice are

~ CLASSIFIED ADS |

WANTED: Full-time minister of
music/youth. Contact: Leon Greer,
Meta Baptist Church, 351 Lower
Johns Creek Road, Meta, KY 41501,
or call (606) 631-1194.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music and organist/choir accompa-
nist. Send resumé to Personnel Com-
mittee, Bullitt Lick Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 924, Shepherdsville, KY
40165.

WANTED: Minister of music;
salary negotiable. Send resumé to Per-
sonnel Chairman, First Baptist
Church, Magnolia Street, Tompkins-
ville, KY 42167.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé. Youngers Creek
Baptist Church, 251 Youngers Creek
Road, Elizabethtown, K'Y 42701.

AVAILABLE: Part-time book-
keeper-secretary. Please call (502)
266-8741 to discuss days and hours I
am available.

MINISTERS’ WIVES: Books
that offer solutions for your special
needs. Send SASE for free brochure
to Books, Box 158553 Nashville, TN
37215-8553.

EXPRESS: SBC-Houston; in-
cludes airfare, Holiday Inn rooms,
shuttles. From Louisville June 13-17;
$480 per person. Call (502) 477-
2379.

. RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.

lost hesaid, Iea;vm AAQ sgmtualcen—.. Dor.mltoues,kltchen By, Swim-.

ter'tn an‘areawhere high property’val-
ues make church planting difficult.

‘mifg*and campground: Year-round”
Christian fun.

The Hilltoppers

‘When you read this column, col-
lege basketball will be over for
1993, and it is my hope that the
Kentucky Wildcats will be national
champions. This has been a great
year for Kentucky basketball with
three teams making it to the final
16.1 was most excited that my alma
mater, Western Kentucky (class of

’69), made it as far as
they did and was
pleased that they never
gave up. That last-sec-
ond, three-point shot.
that almost went in on
the bounce caused a lot
of hearts to stop mo-
mentarily.

Western always has
had a great basketball
tradition. In my day
Clem Haskins, the
Smith brothers and

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

Those are great memories and
that is part of why Kentuckians
love basketball. There is something
remarkable about seeing young
people give all they have to some-
thing. This year I have truly been
inspired by Mark Bell, the 5' 8"
point guard at Western who led the
team. I saw him play against Lou-

‘. isville with severe leg -
cramps, but he kept go-
ing back into the game.
Over a foot shorter than
the big boys underneath
the basket, he repeated-
ly came away with re-
bounds and made thmgs
happen.

Another inspiration
for me has been Coach
Willard. He came to
Western three years ago
and took over a strug-

Wayne Chapman (Rex

basketball around. I remember to
this day the foul called on Greg
Smith against Michigan. It was
called on a jump ball with 10 sec-

Western’s chances-of playing Ken-
tucky, which would have been their
next opponent. Few Hilltoppers of
my day will forget that controver-
sial call which replays showed
should have gone the other way.

Chapman’s dad) filled Diddle Are-
na nightly to see some of the best

onds to go and allowed Cazzie Rus-
sell to go to the foul line and kill

~always be a winner.

‘tucky Baptist Homes for Children,

Paid Column

* gling team. Without the
blg name players he has built a win-
ner with guys who give everything
they have to the game.

I hope that the young people in
our care can gain inspiration from
Mark Bell and Coach Willard. Not
all of us have equal gifts of size and
ability. Take what you have and
give it your absolute best. You will

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-

10801 Shelbyville Rd., Mzddletown
Ky. 40243.

Christ in our midst

Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion’s guest author this month is
Bob Cunningham. Bob is associate
chaplain at Baptist Hospital East,
where he has served since 1982. He

“Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary.

. Some-years ago a colleague of
mine asked, “What do
you tell people who ask,
‘Where is God?’”

I replied that I most
often see God in other
people, that I experience
Christ in those around me. Such
convictions were confirmed during
my recent stay as a patient at Bap-
tist Hospital East.

Jackie from the lab draws blood
from my arm so gently I barely feel
the needle stick.

Laura, a nurse, gathers my med-
ical history asking very personal
questions in a professional yet car-
ing and sensitive manner. She also
patiently explains the medications
I’m being given.

A nurse named Nancy puts ice
on my LV. site and takes her time
while infusing medication, thus al-
leviating the burning sensation in
my hand.

Debbie, another nurse, talks me
through the test they’ll be running,
‘promising it “won’t be that bad.”
© Mark in radiology assures me a
delay in the upper GI being done

is a master of divinity graduate of

BAPTIST
HEALTHCARE

FOUNDATION

‘way that demonstrates the vision to -

Paid Column

does not mean they’ ve found some-
thing—doing wonders for my level
of anxiety.

For Jackie, Laura, Nancy, Deb-
bie, Mark and many others who
were so sensitive and kind in the
caring they gave me, I suspect this
is simply how they do their job on
a daily basis. For me, however, it
was more akin to what I
was trying to tell my
colleague. It was an ex-
perience of Christ in the
form of human caring.

Our vision statement
speaks of providing health care ser-
vices in a “Christ-centered” system
and my: brief stay as a patient con-
vinced me those are more than just
words in a statement by the way
they do their jobs.

Baptist East is blessed to have a -
staff committed to giving care in a

which we are committed.

My thanks to all who cared for
me and my encouragement to con-
tinue making Baptist East a place
where far more than basic health-
care is given.

Any questions or comments con-
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion should be directed to Charles W.
Cox Jr., president of Baptist Health-
care Foundation, Corporate Complex,
4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, Ky.
40207 (502) 896-5003.
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PEOPLE

Support group promoter speaks from experience |

NASHVILLE (BP)—Johnny
Jones is a recovering alcoholic. .

That’s the first thing he’ll tell you
when he comes to your church to train
members in starting support group
ministries.

Jones is project coordinator of Life
Support resources produced by the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board. Life Support resources pro-
vide group support ministry to people
suffering from difficulties such as
codependency, chemical dependency,
abuse recovery, eating disorders, di-
vorce recovery and grief.

While Jones acknowledges he
hasn’t had a drink in more than 15
years, he believes he’ll be in recovery
the rest of his life.

“I don’t think you ever get out of
recovery,” said Jones, who was drink-
ing from two to five fifths of bourbon
a week when he prayed to God to take
drinking out of his life.

“You can’t drink as long as I did
and not do damage spiritually and
emotionally,” he said.

Jones tells his story because he be-
lieves empathy goes a long way in
reaching others who are hurting.

“I was raised in a Southern Baptist
home,” Jones said, noting he attended
church regularly with his family. “My

family was dysfunctional from the
standpoint that there was no emotion-
al nurture. I don’t blame my parents.
My mother’s mother died when she
was 4, so she never had a model of
how a mother was supposed to be.

“And my father was out of that old
era where you shake hands and that’s
it. They provided for all my physical
and material needs; they just didn’t
know how to meet my emotional
needs,” he said.

So, while in high school, Jones
said he began to look for emotional
nurture in other places. He began
drinking to ease his emotional pain.

“Alcohol relieves the pain for a
short while, but the problem is it takes
more and more to ease the emotional
pain. When you begin to sober up you
have double pain,” he said. “One is
the emotional aspect begins to come
back, and then you’ve also torn away
at your self-esteem because of the
drunkenness.”

Jones continued to drink through
college and after he married, until fi-
nally his wife suggested they needed
to get back in church.

“I agreed just to get her off my
back,” he said.

A new youth minister at the church
he was attending asked him to drive

BAPTIST BOOK STORES

A of Kentucky

Presents

NG

"Christmas In June '93"
Christmas Music Choral Readings

June 11th & 12th
Galt House, Louisville, KY

Readings For These & Other Publishers

 Word

e Lilenas

e Hinshaw
e Shawnee

- eGenevox
e Phil Barfot Music
e Beckenhorst
e Lorenz

e David T. Clydesdale Music

Yes, I want to be a part of Christmas in June 1993. I have enclosed $
Registration Fee with packet $65.2 (deadline 4-26-93)
Registration Fee without packet for Choir Members, Instrumentalist, and __
Others $15.2 (deadline 4-26-93) -
Luncheon Ticket for Saturday, June 12 $13.00

I want to charge my fee on my Baptist Book Store Acct.#
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Phone (
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Address

City

State Zip,

l Enclose your check along with this completed form and mail immediately to: Baptist
Book Store, 1235 Hurstbourne Lane, Louisville, KY 40222. Make checks payable to
| Baptist Book Store. Conformation to be mailed.

the church bus on youth trips. The
youth minister didn’t know about the
drinking problem.

At a Panama City Beach youth
conference where he drove the young
people one summer, Jones lingered at
the door of the worship services “and
God began to speak to me.”

“On a Thursday night, I walked
out of that chapel by myself and I
said, ‘God, if you’ll take drinking out
of my life, I’ll go anywhere you want
me to go, and I’ll do anything you
want me to do.’

“And I have not had a desire to
drink since.”

The difference between that night
and the other times Jones promised
God, church leaders and himself he

would quit drinking is that “that youth .

minister said, ‘Johnny, if you are go-
ing to walk with the Lord, you’re go-
ing to have to be discipled.’

“He took it upon himself to disci-
ple me and to teach me how to get
into God’s word, how to have quiet
time and how to grow as a Christian.”

Jones then went to seminary, be-
came a pastor for 12 years and then
moved to the Sunday School Board
where he could use his experience
with alcoholism and a dysfunctional
family to help others like him.

| FREE AUTHOR'S KIT: 800 334-8861
. BRENTWOOD CHRISTIAN PRESS

Let me help you
with your next auto
C.W. Woodson

(21 years in same location)
Tri-City Olds
Subaru & Volkswagen

Breckinridge Lane, Louisville
(502) 897-6541 or (502) 239-7668

‘m UK' you’re messed up’

o “Don t go around saylng you thmk everyo IS |
~up,” Tim Sledge told a group attending a national
Lufe Support matenals at the Baptnst Sunday Schy

_ Peace wnth Your Past.” He is writing a
__thls fall, “Movmg B_eyo_nd Y_our Past.”

Permits destructive roles for children in the far V.
Sledge said the primary feeling that results from growmg .

up in a dysfunctional family is shame. .

“Shame is a feeling about who | am, and guﬂt isa feehng

- about what I've done,” Sledge said in explammg the dlﬁerence ;

~ between the often-confused terms.

‘ He said shame-based adults learn to mask themselves,
avoid intimate relationships, settle for destructive or toxic.
relationships and feel they don’t have the same nghts as.
others. =

PEWS

[ NEW & USED _(800) 3661716 |
Overboltzer

COOPERATIVE BAPTIST

¢ Cecil Sherman

* James Dunn
* David Rogers

Gathering

Saturday, April 17
Broadway Baptist Church

Louisville

* Carolyn Weatherford Crumpler

Registration starts at 9 a.m.
Lunch available for $5 (Reservation Requested)
For information, call (502) 863-2329

Spring

» Mission Plans

* Ruschlikon Seminary

* Baptist Joint Committee
* New State Officers
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

The rate of Kentuckians
dying from cancer
increased steadily from
1955 through 1991. The
rate of cancer deaths in
Kentucky in 1955 was
126 per 100,000
residents. By 1991, the
rate was 232 deaths per
100,000 residents.
Source: Cabinet for
Human Resources

Mountains to the Mississippi

B BURLINGTON—Susan Bradley,
administrative secretary for Northern
Kentucky Association, will become
director of Bullittsburg Baptist As-
sembly April 12.

B CARROLLTON—Whites Run
Association honored Harold Lee,
who retired Jan. 31 as director of mis-
sions.

B CLINTON—Brotherhood mem-
bers at Second Church ministered to a
homebound man by pouring a side-
walk at his home, enabling him to en-
ter and leave his house in his wheel-
chair.

B GREENSBURG—James Casey,
former director of niissions in Russell
Creek and East Lynn associations, is
seeking people to help conduct reviv-
al services in Russia June 24-July 14.
Those interested may contact him at
(502) 932-3665.

B GREENVILLE, S.C.—Kenneth
Owens, a former intern with Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s disciple-
ship training department, was elected
to be the first full-time Baptist cam-
pus director at Furman University.

E HENDERSON—Harry Hunter,
interim pastor at Immanuel Temple,
will become pastor of the church
April 4.

B HOPKINSVILLE—Second
Church called Rick Bene, minister of
youth at Crest View Church in Le-
noir, N.C., as minister of youth and
church activities.

B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont

Church will present its 12th annual .

musical-drama, “The Living Scenes
of Easter,” April 7-10 at 8 p.m. Tick-
ets are free and may be ordered from
the church office at (502) 368-5806.
Franklin Street Church called
Michael Barley as pastor.
B MIDWAY—James Broome cele-
brated his 10th anniversary as pastor
of Midway Church.
B NICHOLASVILLE—Gayle
Toole celebrated his 20th anniversary
as pastor of Edgewood Church.
William B. Craig is interim pas-
tor of Nicholasville Church.
B PAINTSVILLE—TFirst Church or-
dained four as deacons: Danny
Colvin, Dan McKenzie, John
Sparks and Jerry Swank. In addi-
tion, the church also recognized se-
nior deacons for their service: Frelan
Bradbury, Escom Chandler, James
H. Conley, Raymond King and
Sherman Rice.
B PLEASUREVILLE—ElImburg
Church called Fred Madren Jr. as
pastor.
B WACO—Ralph Redden, Ken-
tucky pastor for more than 40 years,
died Feb. 16 after a long illness. He
was ordained to the ministry by Sink-
ing Springs Church in Murray and
was pastor of several churches in
Boones Creek and Tates Creek asso-
ciations. He is survived by his wife,
Anna, one son, two daughters and
several grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
B WADDY—Hempridge Church
called Jason Graves.as pastor. ; «:

like seven other presentations

. members. .
0 Know That My Redeemer
g?_fLrves to be performed by a choir,
| dramatic cast and orchestra of 100

__ister Phillip Landgrave and church
- member Michele Togami. Land-

- wrote the drama.
- Since 1989, Lyndon’s staff and

‘_j.».'as a-'numerous anthems and solo.:
 pieces, ‘Landgrave said. .

~ music leaders: Landgrave, who
also s professor of church musicat
_ Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary; Associate Music Music Min-

. e last five years, is the original
creation of Lyndon church’s own

people, was written by Music Min-
- Seminary.

- grave wrote the music; Togami.

The church has three part—tlme"'fz_j

ister Kevin Landgrave, who owns.
Koinonia Computing; and Associ-
ate Music Minister Naomi Walker,
who is acting director of housing
and mailing services at Southern

. This year’s original Easter mu-
sical will be presented at 6 p.m.
Sunday, April 11, and 7 p.m. Mon-
day, April 12.

April designated for child abuse prevention

LEXINGTON—April is designat-
ed Child Abuse Prevention Month by
the Kentucky Council on Child
Abuse.

Blue ribbons and Lifesavers are
two symbols the council is promoting
as reminders about the tragedy of
child abuse.

Kentuckians concerned about
child abuse are asked to participate in
Blue Ribbon Day April 14 by wear-
ing blue ribbons; placing blue ribbons
on desks, doors, cars; distributing blue
ribbons at churches, civic organiza-
tions and other groups.

Also,ithe ceumcil has launched a

“Be a Life-Saver” campaign by plac-
ing its statewide toll-free hotline num-
ber on rolls of Lifesaver candy for
sale at SuperAmerica stores in Lex-
ington.

In Kentucky last year, more than
23,000 children were victims of re-
ported child abuse.

“Experts tell us the only sure way
to stop child abuse is to prevent it
from starting,” said Jill Seyfred, ex-
ecutive director of the council. “The
children in our commonwealth need
our adult voices today.” :

The council’s toll-free number is
(800) 43229251

The last shall be first

Working at my desk at 10:30 p.m. Thursday, I
suddenly heard youthful voices over my walkie-
talkie singing our school song, “Oneida Fair.”
Written for and first sung by our seniors 82 years
ago, I realized it was our ’93 seniors announcing
their safe return from OBI’s 43rd annual trip to
Washington and colonial Williamsburg.

As I walked up the hill from my office to the
front entrance of our Sparks gym, traditional spot
for such trips to begin and end, I saw another
group of excited seniors hugging loved ones who
had been awaiting their return, and
greeting the handful of staff here dur-
ing spring break. How many times I
have witnessed this happy scene over

ONEIDA ?
JOURNAL

beds were claimed and our commuting students
pushed our enrollment to 609. Monday morning
35 are waiting to come.

After a hymn and prayer at our daily morning
chapel, I called the honor roll of over 180 girls
and boys who had at least a B average the preced-
ing quarter. Each came to the platform to ap-
plause. This was an eye-opener for the 60 new
students. Most schools do not single out the aca-
demically outstanding. But we do. Even the
“coolest” like to hear their names called to stand
before their peers. -

Our 1993 yearbook had arrived
while everyone was on spring break.
This is the earliest it has ever gotten in,

the years. How fondly I remember my
own senior trip 35 years ago.

Two of our staff and three of our
boys also returned safely from a three-
day trip to western Kentucky. They
had disassembled a silo donated us and
brought it back to be reconstructed on
our farm.

Friday and Saturday were busily
spent by various staff members and

a tribute to our wonderful yearbook
staff and sponsor. Truly a beautiful
book. The yearbook honors, kept se-
cret until this occasion, were then con-
ferred on the students voted “most stu-
dious” and “most outstanding” in each
grade in secret ballot by the staff after
nine hours of discussion. Each along
with “Mr. and Miss Oneida” came for-
ward to receive a yearbook free. Then

several students preparing for every-
one else’s return on Sunday and the start of our
fourth academic quarter. Four of our staff and

myself spent hours reviewing the folders of new
students arriving to begin the fourth quaner It

was past midnight Saturday when we finished

deciding who was to room with whom.
Everything went very smoothly Sunday as

nine staff members processed 60.new students as

they arrived, and the deans received them in the

dorm -along with the hundreds of others return-
ing. Such days are always very busy. Old students
and the ones newly arrived met in the evening
worship in our chapel. For some it was the first
worship experience in their young lives. All 518

Barkley Moore

Mrs. Carolyn Woods Hinkle, a faith-
ful cook for 14 years, received a spontaneous
standing ovation from our girls and boys and staff
as the yearbook was dedicated i in her honor and

“to the glory of God.”

On Tuesday after singing God‘s praise and
prayer, we challenged our new students and old
as we honored our winter athletes: boys’ and
girls’ basketball teams (three invitational cham-
pronshrps and district runner-up), swimming and
diving teams, boys’ wrestling squad (a class A
state championship) and girls’ cheerleading squad
(top “pep” award in the region).

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Paid Column

Strengthen our music program
is one of our five-year goals. Some
of you shared in some results of that
goal at the state Evangelism Con-
ference in Lexington. Music Pro-
fessor James Castlen directed the
congregational music for the Mon-
day session. Castlen commented on
the type of music education a stu-
dent can expect to receive at Clear
Creek: “The music ministry sup-
ports the ministry of the
word. We are looking
for students with a
strong sense of calling
and a solid musical apti-
tude who will partici-
pate in learning and do-
ing music ministry.”

A native of Owens-
boro, Castlen graduated
from Berea and New
Orleans Seminary and
earned a music doctor-
ate at Southern Semi-

Stronger music program

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

Ouachita Baptist University and
Southwestern Seminary, Tina finds
her deepest fulfillment in teaching
people to use music in the church
and worship. She was missionary
journeyman with International
Baptist Church in Singapore.
Plans have been approved to re-
locate the music classrooms from
the second floor of the library
building to the facility vacated by
the preschool center
when it moves this sum-
mer to new quarters.
This change will meet
the demand of an antici-
pated increase in music
student enrollment and
will provide a better en-
vironment, for practice.
Music ministry prep-
aration at Clear Creek
includes studying a core
of Bible and ministry
courses which prepare

nary. His wife, Shelby,

serves as my very capable secre-
tary. The parents of two children,
the Castlens were missionaries for
16 years in the Philippines and
Australia. They very much feel
Clear Creek continues that missions
calling.

As enrollment grows we have
added another full-time faculty
member. Miss Tina Murdock
teaches music theory, private pi-

_ ano, keyboard, accompanies the
Clear Creek Singers and directs a
women’s ensemble. A graduate of

. Southern Baptist church wants

Paid Column

the graduate to help the
church in a variety of needs. The
130-hour curriculum includes
courses on music theory, sight sing-
ing, hymnology, composition, cho-
ral techniques and developing a
graded choir program. The average

someone who can do more than
music. As God calls individuals
from your church, send them to
Clear Creek.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977

10

WESTERN RECORDER M APRIL 6, 1993



' Young friends
sent supplies
by truckload _;;-f

. _v By Sarah Zlmmerman
| SBC Home Mlssmn Board

RIVERSIDE Cahf (BP)——~ '
College students in Riverside,
~ Calif,, are still celebrating Christ-
mas, thanks to the generosity of
Southern Baptist children.

Del and Kathi Brixey, student
| ministers at the University of
California at Riverside, have
been inundated with school sup- .

plies since last fall.
~ The Brixeys, who work under
the Home Mission Board’s Mis-
sion Service Corps volunteer
~ program, received the firstof 112
packages from the Christmas in
- August program on Sept. 28.
- They eventually had a 12-foot
__ stack of notebook paper in their |
.~ garage along with thousands of
. pens, tubes of toothpast ’
. cans of shaving cream
. “We got stuff evel
weeks,” Ms. Brixey sa
~postman had to get
truck, and we had the opp.
-ty to witness to him.”
Sponsored by Woman Mis-
sionary Union, Christmas in Au-
“ gust is an activity for children
and teen-agers to prov1de extra
supplies to missionaries. (The.
_project began in the 1920s when
- items were sent to China and do-
nations had to be mailed in Au-
_gust so missionaries would re—_
- ceive them by Christmas. ,
‘Last year the Brixeys’ name |
was given to Mission Friends,
 the missions education’ orgamza«",:
 tion for pre-schoolers. e
College students helped the
- Brixeys sort donations into
brown paper lunch bags. During
_“Club Day” last October, stu-
dents distributed 300 care packs,
_each with a flier about the cam-
pus ministry.

Steven Kish, a sophomore,
learned about the ministry by re-
ceiving one of the care packs, He
became involved in the organiza-_
tion and by February was co-host
of a banquet to raise money for

summer missions.
' The Brixeys also used Christ-
- mas in Aungust materials for a |
_scavenger hunt. They put togeth-
er identical bags of supplies and
¢

i part of
E.'''].“ocustellowshjp of Chnstlanf
~ University ' Students—which
- meets on Thursday nights. Brix-
ey said the project helped stu-
dents learn to talk to strangers,
and 1t provided word-of-mouth
publicity for the group.

Peruvian Baptist to train polltlclans

By Mary Speidel
SBC Foreign Mission Board

LIMA, Peru (BP)—Carlos Garcia
wants to use what he learned as Pe-
ru’s second vice president to prepare
other Peruvian evangelicals for future
political service.

However, Garcia, a Peruvian Bap-
tist, says he won’t return to politics
after his 20-month experience as one
of the country’s two elected vice pres-
idents.

“I’m totally out of politics now and
am back in Christian ministry,” Gar-
cia told Baptist Press in a telephone
interview from his home in Lima, Pe-
ru’s capital.

Garcia, a former Baptist pastor in
Peru and Colombia, will begin train-
ing for an evangelistic ministry to Pe-
ruvian executives he will start through
Campus Crusade for Christ Interna-
tional.

Also, Garcia and about a half doz-
en evangelical politicians in Peru are
trying to organize an informal insti-
tute for training Peruvian Christians
interested in political service.

His brief political stint convinced
him Peruvian evangelicals need more
preparation for political service. “We
(evangelicals) need more than enthu-
siasm. We need preparation, training
and organization.”

Garcia, also a lawyer, became in-
terested in entering politics while
working for eight years as a Peruvian

" nationaldiréctor of World Vision, a

Christian relief organization.

He was elected Peru’s second vice
president in June 1990 on a ticket
with presidential winner Alberto Fu-
jimori, a Roman Catholic. About one-
third of the congressional candidates
on Fujimori’s slate were evangelicals,
who make up about 5 percent of Pe-
ru’s population.

Garcia’s five-year term was cut
short after Fujimori dissolved Peru’s
constitution and disbanded Congress
on April 5, 1992. Fujimori claimed
that legislative and judicial corruption
was hampering his efforts to revive
Peru’s economy and curb guerrilla
violence. The president’s action drew
international criticism and prompted
the United States to cut aid to Peru.

Garcia and First Vice President
Maximo San Roman, who both pub-

licly opposed Fujimori’s decision,
were forced to leave office early. In
the days immediately after the presi-
dent’s self-imposed coup, more than
half of the disbanded Congress named
Garcia president of an opposition
government since San Roman was
out of the country.

For personal safety, Garcia sought
political asylum at the Argentine em-
bassy in Lima at the advice of legisla-
tors. When San Roman returned to
Peru April 18, 1992, Garcia turned
the resistance: government over to
him.

San Roman has remained a public
critic of Fujimori, who continues tc
enjoy popular support in Peru despite
international condemnation of his ac-
tions.

But Garcia quietly returned to ci-
vilian life; he preaches regularly in
Baptist and other evangelical church-
es in Peru and remains active in Peru-
vian Baptist work. He is a former
president of the Evangelical Baptist
Convention of Peru and of Peru’s
National Evangelical Council.

“It was good experience, but there
was some frustration,” said Garcia of
his political service. ]

He has advice for other Peruvian
evangelicals who aspire to be politi-
cians: “First, be clear and strong in
your Christian position, in your faith.
Second, remember political position
should be used to serve:the people.
Political power can be very danger-
ous; it carbe'usedforgood orfor bad;:-
depending on the values of the person.
Finally, a leader needs to understand
the reality of the problems of his peo-
ple.”

As second vice president, Garcia
wasn’t given a specific job assign-
ment and was “quietly left alone,” ac-
cording to some observers. Peru’s
second vice pres1dency is a “symbol-
ic position” with no salary, Garcia
explained.

To make a difference, Garcia
carved out his own niche in social ser-
vices. Besides using government pro-
grams, he worked with international
relief  organizations,
church-related groups, to help Peru’s
poor citizens.

Garcia formed a nonprofit organi-
zation to undergird that work and to
carry on its programs after he left of-

including .

fice.

The organization is called the Cen-
ter for Cooperation, Action and De-
velopment, with a stateside coun-
terpart called Cooperative Develop-
ment for Latin America. It has helped
to provide clothes, food, medicine,
Bibles and other aid to Peruvians.

Peruvians face “a very difficult
economic situation,” Garcia noted.
“The people are very patient. They
wait and wait, thinking that maybe
next month the economic situation
will get better. They continue to wait,”
he said. He urged prayer for Peru’s
“economic and political situation.”

A government austerity program
has curbed inflation from an annual
rate of about 8,000 percent in 1990 to
778 percent, according to news reports.
Yet austerity measures have pushed
about 5 million Peruvians into pover-
ty;-more than half of Peru’s 22 mil-
lion people reportedly live in poverty.

Gomposer plays to needs of small churches

By Charles Willis
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—lJoe Parks
says he believes musicians can be as
much service to God in a small church
as in a large one.

And to support that conviction he
devotes most of his time as a compos-
er and arranger to producing music
for small-church choirs.

Parks, who lives in Chattanooga,
Tenn., and is the author of “Songlead-
ing Made Easy,” recently released by
Convention Press, spoke to partici-
pants in a seminar for music leaders
in smaller-membership churches.

“God has a plan for each of our
lives,” Parks said, “and if that’s in a
small church, be content with it.”

Working with a smaller member-

ship church does not have to result in
stagnant service, he insisted.

“A lot of choir directors have two
years worth of (music) material, but
don’t ever get fed from other sourc-
es,” he observed.

“Buy fresh music occasionally,”
he urged, “and check in to music lend-
ing plans in associational litraries.”

Parks, who has close to 1,000 ti-
tles to his credit, said he has done
about 95 percent of his musical com-
positions for small choirs because he
believes the need is greatest in those
churches.

- “The majority of our (Southern

~ Baptist) churches are under 350

members,” he said, “and the average -
choir in those churches has 18 per-
sons—15 women and 3 men.”

Parks said he takes into consider-

ation the needs of people who work at
a full-time job and also direct the mu-
sic for their churches.

For people who direct music in a
small church, Parks suggested five
options for training to improve their
success and sense of achievement in a
music program:

I Take advantage of training of-
fered by Baptist associations.

I Attend state Baptist convention
retreats for musicians.

B If possible, attend national semi-

' nars such as those offered by the Sun-
day School Board.

1l Take vacation time to attend con-
ferences at Glorieta or Ridgecrest
Baptist Conference Centers.

§ Learn music wherever you can
through private lessons or classes at a
nearby university.
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LESSONS LEARNED /n his
office in Lima, Peru, Peru-
vian Baptist leader Carlos
Garcia (right) confers with
Southern Baptist mission-
ary Hayward Armstrong
about Baptist relief for
cholera victims. At the time
this photo was taken, Gar-
cia was still second vice
president of Peru. Garcia
says he wants to use his
experience in government
to train other Peruvian
evangelicals for future po-
litical service. (BP photo by
Charles Ledford)




CAMPRLSIE

Excellence
in Teaching
Should Not

Go Unnoticed

Campbellsville College acknowledges the important part teachers play in our society. They are role models—demonstrat-
ing character, values, wisdom and intelligence. Through their guidance, teachers help motivate students to become leaders
in their communities, churches and schools. ‘

In reéognition of outstanding teaching, Campbellsville College will honor Kentucky elementary,
middle and high school teachers from the first, second, fifth and sixth congressional districts
at the Seventh Annual Excellence in Teaching Award Program, April 17. Nearly 70
teachers from 30 participating school districts will be honored by their schools and by
Campbellsville College for creative, innovative teaching. We believe it's fitting to say;
‘Thank you, Kentucky teachers, for a job well done! :

Campbellsville College - 800-264-6014

12

WESTERN RECORDER B APRIL 6, 1993




