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Elder group meets 
The ad hoc group 

promoting a plan to 
"refocus" the Southern 
Baptist Convention on 

missions met recently_ in 
Chicago and outlined 

objectives and plans for 
a "Convocation of Hope." 

Seepage 2. 

Mobile minister 
With support from 

several Louisville 
churches, Mike Bowling 

has found a vital ministry 
as chaplain to residents 
of a mobile home park. 

Seepage 3. 

Editorial 
The Coaltion of Hope 

faces an uphill battle for 
SBC reunification. 

Seepage 5. 

Abortion issues 
The U.S. House has 

voted to retain the Hyde 
Amendment, which 

prohibits government 
paying for abortions for 

poor women. 
Meanwhile, a bill which 

would guarantee access 
to abortion clinics is 

headed for the full 
Senate. See page 7. 

Notice 
In keeping with our 

traditional schedule, the 
Western Recorder will 
not be published next 

week. The next issue will 
be dated July 20. 
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Faith in God 
gets ex-con 
free at last 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

EMINENCE-Prison walls can't 
hold Ricky Holcomb, thanks to God 
and Eminence Baptist Church. 

Holcomb broke at least one feder­
al gun-control law in 1989; that's a 
major crime for an ex-con who's not 
even supposed to touch rifles, much 
less sell them illegally. 

But a judge who examined Hol­
comb's life this summer ruled the 
soon-to-be deacon should not go to 
prison. 

His story really begins more than 
20 years ago, when a red-headed kid 
from Eminence started drinking; 
Then he started using drugs. When he 
was 21, an assault conviction landed 
him in the penitentiary. And the long 
shadow of his past darkened his life. 

TAKE MY YOLK Youths from Beechmont Baptist Church in Louisville take part in a contest to blow egg yolk through a tube to see who 
has more hot air and who gets egg on the face during "Youth Quake '93, "June 21-24. About 200 teens participated in the event, of 
which 25 registered spiritual decisions. See story on page 3. 

Light began to penetrate that dark­
ness in 1985. "I was overwhelmed by 
the presence of God," he says, re­
membering the night he watched 
evangelist Billy Graham preach on 
television. "I spent the next two years 
trying to stay sober, making deals 
with God. But God used my conse­
quences to get my attention." 

Youth worker gives tips on encouraging teen abstinence 
GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)--Want 

to help teens resist sexual tempta­
tion and remain sexually pure until 
marriage? 

Chuck Gartman, a youth minis­
try consultant at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, offered this advice in 
the form of an acrostic during a re­
cent session at Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center in New Mexico: 

I "L" is for loving youth uncon­
ditionally. 

I "O" is for offering resources 

such as time and attention, as well 
as books and Bible studies that fo­
cus on sexuality from a Christian 
perspective. . 

I "V" is for valuing God's ways. 
If adults don't value God's ways in 
their own lives, they will have a hard 
time communicating his truths and 
standards to teen-agers, Gartman 
said. 
• I "E" is for equipping youth with 
the "whys" and "hows" and not just 
the "whats." In other words, don't 

just give teens information about 
the physical aspect of sex, he said, 
but explain to them why they 
should abstain and how they can 
experience the perfect love of 
Christ. 

Referring to the Baptist Sunday 
School Board's recently released 
Christian sex education resources 
and the sexual abstinance campaign 
''True Love Waits," Gartman said 
he is glad Southern Baptists are be­
ginning to talk about sexuality. 

In 1987, life got so bad he let go of 
his bottle and reached out to Christ. 
That decision changed him for the 
better, but it didn't eliminate mistakes. 

Stupid mistakes, he admits. In 
1989, Holcomb was working part­
time in a sporting goods store while 
earning a college degree. Following 
the orders of his boss, he falsified pa­
pers for the sale of some guns. The 
"buyer" turned out to be a federal 
agent, and the "sale" turned out to be 
□ See Faith and friends ... , page 3 

'Jurassic Park' _could raise questions of faith-& science 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Imagine this scene now playing in 
a Sunday school room near you: 

Little Johnny has just seen this 
summer's hit movie, "Jurassic Park," 
and perhaps feasted on the related 
"dino-size" fries and hamburgers at a 
nearby McDonald's. So on Sunday 
morning, filled with wonder about the 
world of dinosaurs, he eagerly asks 
his teacher a deep theological ques­
tion. 

"Mrs. Jones, where are the dino­
saurs in the Bible?" 

Think it won't happen? 
Think again, says Kathryn Chap­

man, professor of Christian education 
at Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Louisville. 

Chapman, who recently led a sem­
inar on current issues in ministry with 
children, said she spent a considerable 
amount of time discussing how to 
deal with questions exactly like that. 

With a reported $100 million ex­
pended on publicity and with promo­
tional tie-ins lurking everywhere a 
parent turns, Steven Speilberg's "Ju­
rassic Park" is nearly unavoidable this 

summer. 
And since many children seem 

naturally interested in dinosaurs any­
way, the special effects in this larger­
than-life movie are bound to heighten 
children's questions about dinosaurs, 
she said. 

How a teacher answers John­
ny's question will depend 
largely on the-teacher's own 
understanding of creation 
and the age of the earth. 

But Marge Myers, director 
of Southern Seminary's Child 
Development Center, offers 
this possible answer to teach­
ers in a bind: "The Bible is a 
book about people and their re­
lationship to God. It is not a 
book about animals." 

In some cases, teach­
ers may feel comfort­
able giving further 
explanations, de­
pending upon 

tion, Chapman added. 
"When talking to children about 

issues that are larger than life, the 
proper way to respond is to let them 
lead by letting them ask the ques­
tions," she said. "Don't try to unload 
on them an explanation they're not 
ready for. 

"Anothei: thing is always to 
listen for the question behind 
the question," Chapman con­
tinued. "For example, when a 

child who is 5 or 6 asks about death, 
they may not be asking about eternal 
life; they may be worried about who 
will take care of them if their parents 
di " e. 

Many times children's questions 
are raised out of fear, she said. So 
since the people-chomping animals of 
Jurassic Park could incite fear in 

• children, a 
♦ teacher 

• might respond 
♦ t • to Johnny by 

♦ ♦ ♦ saying, "Are you 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ afraid dinosaurs 
♦ ♦ • ♦ ♦ _ ♦ might come back?" 
♦ ♦ ~• That could open a 

a;., 
. © . 

A • door to find the child's real 
agenda and avoid getting 
bogged down in unneccessa­

ry theological explanations, 
she counseled. 

the age of the 
child, the 
knowledge of 
the teacher and 

aren't the 
~ ~,Losaurs in the Bible? 

There's also a positive 
side to such questions, not­
ed William Hendricks, 
professor of Christian the­

ology at Southern Seminary. 
If properly nourished, a child's 

fascination with dinosaurs can 
show a love for God's creation, the real intent of 

the child's ques- ■ More on page 6 he said. 



BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS Ad hoc group sets objectives, possible convocation 

■ Fred Wolfe, the new 
chairman of the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive 

Committee said in a 
recent interview with 

Associated Baptist Press 
that he doubts the 

committee will act on a 
motion referred to them 
to exclude from the SBC 

churches which ordain 
women as ministers or 

deacons. Unlike 
homosexuality, which 

prompted exclusionary 
action from the SBC 

recently, women's 
ordinatiqn "is not a 

moral issue," Wolfe said. 
"It's a matter of 

interpretation and 
conviction." 

By Bill Webb 
Illinois Baptist 

CHICAGO (BP)-The coordinat­
ing workgroup for the "Coalition of 
Hope," formed on the eve of the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Houston, met June 24-25 
in Chicago, drafting a mission state­
ment and six objectives and setting in 
motion plans for a nationwide "Con­
vocation of Hope." 

The workgroup, which includes 
former Sunday School Board Presi­
dent Lloyd Elder, focused on a 15-
page document Elder released in May 
on the state of Southern Baptist mis­
sion trends and his recommendations 
for "calling the family back together." 

Elder' s plan calls for reunification 
of the various factions within the SBC 
under the banner of missions. 

Herschel Hobbs, pastor emeritus 
of Oklahoma City's First Baptist 
Church and a past SBC president, has 
joined Elder, now a professor at Bel­
mont University in Nashville, in the 
effort. 

The mission statement drafted by 
the six workgroup members present 
at the Chicago meeting states: "The 

purpose of this movement shall be to 
call Southern Baptists, at a critical 
moment of opportunity and chal­
lenge, to new levels of missions com­
mitment and accountability in re­
sponse to God's fresh call to world 
evangelism." 

Rodney Osborn, a physician from 
Peoria, Ill., and convener of the work­
group, drafted the vision/mission 
statement and objectives released af­
ter the session, which was not open to 
news media or other non-workgroup 
members. 

Those objectives include: 
I "To inform Baptist people of the 

mission/purpose of our vision and the 
opportunity new levels of commit­
ment will mean to world evangelism." 

I "To mobilize Southern Baptist 
church members in support of the his­
toric Baptist organizational missions 
center." 

I "To stimulate state conventions 
and Southern Baptist boards and 
agencies with the imperative of world 
evangelism and to new levels of mis­
sions support." 

I "To call Southern Baptists to 
prayer and repentance for slowness 
and intransigence, however uninten-

tional, in our response to God's fresh 
call to world evangelism." 

I "To encourage the building of 
trust and fellowship among the South­
ern Baptist family as a missions peo­
ple." 

I "To foster such changes in 
Southern Baptist structures as may be 
necessary to better serve the Great 
Commission and to provide account­
ability." 

"It is our intention to start from this 
point forward without looking back, 
without recrimination , .. and without 
rehashing what has happened before" 
toward the goal of world evangeliza­
tion, Osborn said. 

Acknowledging the fourth objec­
tive called for repentance, he ex­
plained, "We think we are all guilty. 
No guilt is implied unless it is with all 
ofus." 

Osborn outlined a tentative plan 
for a "Convocation of Hope" involv­
ing the heads of every SBC agency 
and five people from each state con­
vention. 

"Our next task will be the invita­
tion of the executive director (or his 
designee if unable to attend) and pres­
ident ( or the vice president in the pres-

■ Ron Boswell, the 
architect for Southern 

Baptists' program of 
using volunteers in 

foreign missions, has 
resigned from the 

Foreign Mission Board to 
become pastor of Grove 

Avenue Baptist Church in 
Richmond, Va. -

Election a 'miracle,' Rankin tells missionaries-

■ Grant applications are 
now being accepted by 

Southern Baptist 
Woman's Missionary 
Union for its Second 

Century Fund. Gifts are 
given annually in three 
categories: to develop 

missions organizations 
abroad, to enhance 

• wMU leadership in the 
United States, and to 

foster education about 
missions and WMU 

among Southern Baptist 
seminary students and 

faculty. Applications are 
available from WMU, 

Box 830010, 
Birmingham, Ala. 35283-

0010. 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-In a let­
ter to nearly 4,000 missionaries 
around the world, the new president 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board called his June 14 election 
by FMB trustees "a miracle." 

"With all that has been happening 
in the Southern Baptist Convention as 
well as a sequence of discouraging de­
velopments related to the Foreign 
Mission Board, few of us would dare 
hope that a new president would be 
selected, not only from within the 
staff, but even from off the field," 
wrote Jerry Rankin, the veteran Asia 
missionary and mission administrator 
elected president. 

In his first full week in office, 
Rankin also met several times with 
FMB staff to get acquainted, share 
views, answer questions and assure 
them of his focus on a worldwide mis­
sions agenda. He told them he plans 
no immediate restructuring of the 
staff or organization and foresees no 
additional staff reductions in the near 
future. In May the board eliminated 

37 jobs, or 8 percent of its 450 home 
office positions, because of down­
turns in financial support. _ , _ _ _ 

Rankin faces the task of restoring 
full confidence and support for an 
agency shaken by repeated differenc­
es between trustees and some staff 
and missionaries over mission philos­
ophy and administration. 

Rankin said it would be "prema­
ture" to project changes in mission 
strategy before consulting trustees, 
FMB staff and missionaries. But he 
listed three "general areas of personal 
concern and vision" in his letter: 

I A need to "move back toward 
field-generated strategies. We have 
such a great diversity in history, cul­
ture, responsiveness and maturity of 
Baptist work throughout the world; 
local missions and area staff should 
have more ownership in planning and 
methodologies." 

Earlier, he told Baptist Press he 
would seek to find "balance" between 
the heavily field-oriented approach 
under the 26-year presidency of Bak-

er James Cauthen and the more cen­
tralized strategy during tl)e 13-year 
presidency of Keith Pai::k~ '. ! _ :, -~,., .; , 

I Continue "and even enhance" 
efforts to reach World A- a quarter 
of the globe that has had little or no 
chance to hear the Christian gospel. 
"But we should also concentrate on 
reaping the harvest that God has rip­
ened on -fields that are open and re­
sponsive," he said. 

I Provide "channels for Southern 
Baptist churches in the U.S. to be in­
volved in missions overseas." 

Clarifying his third point, Rankin 
said that although the board has been 
a continuing channel for Southern 
Baptists to serve overseas, he feels it 
must broaden that channel. • 

"We've had too narrow a strategy 
to utilize people other than career mis­
sionaries and International Service 
Corps personnel," he said. "We've 
missed opportunities for tapping ex­
tensive resources and manpower in 
Southern Baptist churches that could 
help us impact a lost world." 

■ Correction: Last 
week's Recorder 

reported that 195 teen­
agers professed faith in 
Jesus Christ during the 

Carleton to head SBC Education Commission 

annual youth evangelism 
conference. A 

clarification from the 
individuals responsible 
for calculating thattotal 

shows the correct 
number is 180. 

RIVERSIDE, Calif. (BP)- Ste­
phen Carleton has been elected exec­
utive director of the Soµthem Baptist 

- Education Commission, to replace re­
tiring director Arthur Walker Jr. 

Carleton, 55, was elected without 
opposition during the commission's 
annual meeting June 27 in Riverside, 
Calif. He has been executive vice 
president and academic dean at Cali­
fornia Baptist College since 1971. 

'The committee was aware of ten­
sions in the.convention and we want­
ed somebody who could speak and be 
heard in our educational community 
and be able to relate to leadership in 
our convention," said Jerry Henry, 
search committee chairman. 

"We have worked with SBC lead­
ership in choosing Steve Carleton as 
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our nominee. Steve wants to work 
with the Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee and he is positive about 
making things happen," he said. 

Carleton, a native of Shattuck, 
Okla., earned the bachelor's degree 
from Oklahoma Baptist University, a 
bachelor of divinity degree from 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary and a master's and Ph.D. in 
church history from the University of 
Chicago. • 

Along with Carleton's election, 
commissioners signaled their ·inten­
tion to tum the Education Commis­
sion to be more in line with the de­
nomination's conservative leadership. 

Commission member Tommy 
Middleton, pastor of Woodlawn Bap­
tist Church in Baton Rouge, La., was 

critical of the national Faith and Dis­
cipline Conference sponsored by the 
Education Commission in June 1992. 

Middleton cited "a dearth of solid, 
more conservative balance" in the 
conference. 

Middleton specifically mentioned 
the need to deal with issues in public 
education such as "the seduction of 
the New Age Movement," creation­
ism vs. Darwinian evolution, relativ­
ism vs. absolutism and secular hu­
manism. 

Commissioners · adopted a motion 
to explore how the commission might 
provide support for private and home 
schools . Any such pursuit likely 
would require a change in the com­
mission' s program assignment from 
the SBC. 

ident's absence) of every state con­
vention at a meeting in Nashville, 
Tenn., possibly on Monday, Sept. 20, 
when they would each be preparing 
to attend the SBC Executive Commit­
tee meetings as observers," Osborn 
said. 

At that meeting, the representa­
tives from each state convention 
would be asked to "call/elect/commis­
sion/select'~ five people from their 
own states to attend the convocation. 
The workgroup suggests those who 
are selected include men, women, 
pastors, laity, ethnics and other minor­
ities. 

"At the Convocation of Hope, 
from the some 300 individuals in at­
tendance will come whatever next 
steps should be undertaken to com­
plete the mission of the coalition," 
Osborn said. 

"This may take the form of a com­
mission that ultimately would have 
the responsibility, if so determined, 
for whateverteport/recommendation/ 
resolution the convocation might 
deem appropriate to bring before and/ 
or present to the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in Orlando, Fla., 
in June of 1994." 

mi;~· 



KENTUCKY 
Bowling's walk in the park yields ·fruitful ministry 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE- Ministering to 
people is like a walk in the park for 
Michael Bowling. 

As pastor/director of a new mobile 
_ home ministry in Louisville, Bowling 
knows that building personal relation­
ships with people often makes a great­
er impact on their lives than preach­
ing to them. 

Sometimes a walk through the 
Holiday Mobile Home Park where he 
works helps him do just that. 

"Job description: be available," he 
said, emphasizing flexibility and in­
novation as requirements. 

And you can't do that if you don't 
live among the people, he added: 
"You have to be one of them." 

Bowling said he believes "the sin­
gle key factor" to his success in the 
ministry is that he and his family live 
in a mobile home at the park with the 
other residents. 

Bowling said his work is a new 
type of chaplaincy. 

It started simply, after the family 
moved into the park in August 1992. 

Bowling and his wife, Beth, 
opened their home so neighborhood 
children would have a place to play; 
they delivered Christmas cards to the 
300 families in the park; Bowling 
took the children sledding; and any 
time an emergency vehicle entered 

I .- ,-

the park, he, too, went out to help. 
Gradually, Bowling said, his rap­

port with residents grew and the needs 
they brought to him became more 
pressing. 

He was asked to counsel troubled 
teen-agers and families in crises. He 
found volunteers to donate food and 
clothing for a family whose mobile 
home burned. He ministered to a 
woman terminally ill with cancer. 

The work resulted from a South­
ern Baptist Home Mission Board sur­
vey which targeted the park as a place 
where ministry was needed. 

Long Run Baptist Association 
made a financial commitment and 
took initial steps toward beginning the 
work. Associational leaders asked lo­
cal churches for further support. 

"Our church was looking for some 
place to get involved in local missions 
work," said Pastor Dallas Vincent of _ 
Ormsby Heights Baptist Church. 

At the invitation of Tony Hough, a 
former Long Run worker who now is 
associate director of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's direct missions 
department, Ormsby Heights com­
mitted to support the ministry and be­
gan looking for a "non-traditional per­
son" to fill the "non-traditional need," 
Vincent said. 

Bowling, a student at Boyce Bible 
School and a former HMB church 
planter in Kalamazoo, Mich., seemed 
the perfect choice. 

"He knows how to relate to all 
kinds of people," Vincent said. "And 
he has the where-with-all to get to the 
source" when a need arises. 

Vincent, too, had the where-with­
al! to get the ministry off the ground, 
Bowling said. In one day, members of 
Ormsby Heights pledged adequate 
funds to purchase a large mobile 
home for Bowling's family. 

Ormsby Heights now is the lead­
ing sponsor of the mobile home min­
istry. About four other churches, in 
addition to HMB funds, also offer fi­
nancial support and guidance. 

While admitting that neither he nor 
leaders at Ormsby Heights had a well­
developed vision for how the minis­
try should materialize, Bowling said 
both parties agreed an overtly evan­
gelistic approach was not the answer. 

"We tried holding Bible studies in 
homes, but they weren't very effec­
tive," he explained. "It's foreign and 
threatening" to non-churched people. 

Bowling said building relation­
ships and being a friend to residents 
in the park was more effective. 

Soon after Bowling began direct­
ing the mobile home ministry, he also 
was asked to preach at Minors Lane 
Baptist Church, which is almost di­
rectly across the street from the mo­
bile home park, Bowling said. 

After serving as interim pastor for 
several months, Bowling was called 
fo Minors Lane as pastor last Febru-

ary. Minors Lane Baptist Church has 
"grown tremendously in every area" 
in the last year, he reported. For ex­
ample, vacation Bible school was held 
for the first time in three years, the 
church's day care has been re-opened 
and the building no longer is in disre­
pair. Attendance at the church cur­
rently averages 80-100 people. 

Still, Bowling said, the mobile 
home ministry meets some needs that 
a church can't meet through tradition­
al means. 

Bowling said 16 people from the 
park have made decisions for Christ 
in the last year. Also, about 35 people 
from the park have begun attending 
Minors Lane Baptist Church since last 
August. 

Faith and friends set Eminence ex-con free at last 
Continued from page 1 
a sting. 

No matter how the feds interpret­
ed his actions, Holcomb looked to be 
in trouble. But the wheels of justice 
tum slowly, and he didn't hear much 
about his case from the time of the 
bust in February 1990 until Septem­
ber 1992. 

Meanwhile, Holcomb and his 
wife, Pam, moved back to the church 
of his youth, Eminence Baptist, where 
their faith began to grow. 

''This is a love story," he confess­
es. "I found the older people were the 
ones who had been there when I was 
a kid. That was a testimony to me; I 
had been squandering my life, and 
they stayed right there. 

"I felt their love and acceptance, 
too. They knew me; they knew my 
past, but they accepted me anyway." 

Eminence's members also called 
out skills and commitments from the 
Holcombs. In the fall of 1990, the 
church asked them to lead the youth 
group. They looked past his prison 
record and wrist-to-shoulder tattoos 
and saw a couple who love God and 
youngsters. 

Starting with only two regular at­
tenders, the Holcombs and Eminence 
Baptist eventually witnessed the bap­
tism of 11 teen-agers in one day. 

When Holcomb's legal troubles 
resurfaced last September, he backed 
away from the youth program. "I 
didn't want to drag them through it," 
he says. Not one to quit completely, 
he started a Sunday school class for 
alcoholics. 

When his case came up again, his 
outlook appeared grim. The prosecu­
tor emphasized his criminal record. 

"He tried to cite me with three felony 
convictions and hit me with 10 to 20 
years in prison," Holcomb remem­
bers. 

In those dark days, Eminence Bap­
tist and its pastor, Michael Duncan, 
stood solidly beside Holcomb and his 
family. 

"Michael put his reputation on the 
line; he stuck his neck out," Holcomb 
says of his pastor. "He said that he 
believes in me. He said that if he had 
the least bit of doubt, he wouldn't 
back me- no way, no how." 

In church,Holcomb told a story 
many of his fellow members already 
knew- about his fight with alcohol 
and his time in prison. And now about 
his uphill battle to beat another rap. 

When the service was over, no­
body came to shake Duncan's hand at 
the church door. Everybody lined up 
to hug the Holcombs. 

'That was the most overwhelming 
love I've ever felt," Holcomb says. 
"There was not a dry eye in the 
house." 

Months later, Duncan told the 
church: "I knew then that even if we 
were wrong about Ricky- which I 
didn't think we were- we were be­
ing church. Our necks were in this to­
gether." 

Church members put more than 
their necks into the effort. They wrote 
letters and made calls to everyone 
they thought could make a differ­
ence- the judge, the prosecutor, his 
probation officer, even legislators. 

And the effort spread beyond the 
church. Eminence residents know 
Holcomb and his past, but they've 
seen him change- into a loving fa­
ther, strong church member, commu-

nity leader and role model for kids. 
"Almost every church in Henry 
County was praying for me," he re­
ports, "and people would stop me on 
the street to let me know they were 
for me." 

That helped, especially in the dark 
days when Holcomb feared the worst. 
He now admits he might have turned 
back to the bottle or run away, were it 
not for the strength he received from 
Christ expressed by fellow believers. 

Despite the darkness, he perse­
vered. He earned a social work degree 
from Spalding University with a 3.95 
grade-point average, got accepted into 
graduate school and lined up job of­
fers. 

When he walked into Judge Jo­
seph Hood's U.S. district court June 
22, he didn't know where his future 
would lead. Even though the judge 
had received 75-100 supportive let­
ters, the prosecutor wanted a stiff sen­
tence. 

But rather than talk about the back­
ground of the case and the criminal 
record, Judge Hood wanted to know 
how Holcomb had changed. With his 
pastor and several deacons sitting 
nearby, Holcomb told the story of the 
power of Christ and a church's love. 

Hood sentenced him to two years' 
probation, with · two months' home 
detention and 120 hours' community 
service. 

"Mr. Holcomb essentially has re­
habilitated himself through the church 
and his friendship with the people in 
the church," Hood told the Western 
Recorder. "You hear stories about 
people who say, 'Judge, give me a 
chance and I'll make something of my 
life.' Mr. Holcomb had already done 

that. There wasn't any reason to reha­
bilitate him further." 

What the judge calls "rehabilita­
tion" Holcomb calls "being Christ­
filled." 

"The witness here is that Jesus 
Christ can work in anybody's life," he 
told fellow church members the fol­
lowing Sunday. 'The hope the Bible 
gives me is that no matter what I've 
done, no matter where I've been, 
Jesus still loves me and loves every­
body here." 

FRIENDLY STROLL Mobile 
home park chaplain Micha­
el Bowling walks through 
Holiday Mobile Home Park 
in Louisville with his new 
friend and neighbor Shawn 
Langley. 
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Get prayer back 
I am a recent graduate of Barren 

County High School. I am very proud 
we were able to have a prayer at our 
graduation. The thing that hurts is to 
see several of my fellow graduates of 
the class of '93 all over the United 
States are not getting that freedom. 

After graduation, we start a brand­
new life. There are so many decisions 
to be made. Gradu-

refute the errancy of this assumption: 
The Baptist Student Union at 

Cumberland College does quite a bit 
about evangelism and missions. Dur­
ing the 1992-93 school year, we sent 
out 20 revival teams, reached many 
children through Love in Action and 
cooked for the elderly. Our choir and 
creative ministries team ministered to 
many churches, while both our e\fan­
gelism committee and ministry train-

ation is a great time 
to pray. A time to 
pray about tomor­

BAPTIST FORUM 
ing organization 
sponsored campus 
revivals in which 
many students · 

row and for guidance for the rest of 
our lives. A time to thank God for 
giving us life. 

With just recently graduating, I 
have faced many trials and have seen 
many things in school. Drugs, sex, 
suicide. We all need to pray for this, 
and what better way than to pray at 
graduation. 

Each year the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention holds a day called See 
You at the Pole. This is a day where 
students gather together at their 
schools' flagpoles and pray. To pray 
for their teachers, principals, school­
mates and problems they face . Who 
knows, one day they may try to ban 
this, but it won't be without a fight. 

The problem is that this world is 
too divided among each other. People 
are divided among religions and rac­
es. We need to pull together as one 
and pray for our nation. I would like 
to say to all Christian students, "Let's 
pull together for our rights and show 
America that we want prayer back in 
schools." 

Know the facts 

Andy Lowe 
Glasgow 

I was distressed to learn Cumber­
land College was included on Paige 
Patterson's list of "neo-orthodox" 
persons and institutions (WR, June 
22). This list claims Cumberland 
"does very little about missions and 
evangelism." I feel it is necessary to 

The trend in holidays 
First of all, let me thank my good 

friend, Bill Marshall, for his compli­
mentary invitation to substitute for 
him in the writing of this column 
while he ministers in Rllssia. When I 
asked if there were any instructions or 

made decisions to follow Christ. 
Mountain Outreach, President 

- Bush's 220th point of light, ministers 
to both the physical and spiritual 
needs of those in surrounding com­
munities. We currently have 25 sum­
mer missionaries serving around the 
world. 

To say that evangelism and mis­
sions do not occur at Cumberland is 
to be ignorant of the facts. 

As far as Dr. Patterson's doctrinal 
concerns, I would challenge him to 
speak to any member of Cumber­
land's religion faculty and then ques­
tion their commitment to the Bible as 
God's inspired word. 

I regret Dr. Patterson feels it is 
necessary to make slanderous state­
ments which he cannot verify regard­
ing Christian persons and institutions. 
I am proud to be affiliated with Cum­
berland College and its various min­
istry organizations. 

Bryan S. Riley 
Williamsburg 

Drop subscription 
After months of consideration and 

prayer, and due to the growing funda­
mentalism of both Southern Baptists 
and the Western Recorder, and be­
cause of your biased intolerance on 
such issue~ as homosexuality, I re­
quest that you immediately remove 
my name from your mailing list. 

I do not want to subject myself, my 
family and those I love to continued, 

religious people of their particular 
constituencies. Independence Day is 
not holy in this religious sense, but it 
is the patriot's unique national day 
that celebrates the event that brought 
our nation into being. 

restrictions, he assured me 
I was free to write whatev­
er is on my mind. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

Get the Encyclopedia 
Britannica or World Book 
down and read it again: " ... 
We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Cre­
ator with certain inalien­
able rights, that among 
them are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
... " Not quite holy, or sa­
cred, but many of its long, 
glorious lines come 

Since this first effort is 
to be published in the im­
mediate time frame of our 
celebration of the Declara­
tion of Independence on 
July 4, 1776, I'm of a 
mood to speak of holidays 
in general and, first, Inde­
pendence Day in particu­
lar. Franklin Owen 

I want us to get into the 
habit of calling the holiday by its 
name, not just its date. It is the only 
holiday I know anywhere that is al­
most universally spoken of simply by 
its date. A special day to keep alive 
historical memory deserves and needs 
a descriptive name. It has such a 
name. Let's use it. 

The world "holiday" is a contrac­
tion of "Holy Day." There are reli­
gious holidays observed as holy by 

close- about as high as secular histo­
ry has ever reached. Independence 
Day- it deserves to have its meaning­
ful name spoken and written- is not 
just a date on the calendar that many 
children know only as firecracker day 
until they get pretty big, sometimes. 

Holidays are meant to be more 
than just days off from work or 
school. They are memorials to great 
events worth remembering, or the 
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prejudicial and intolerant attitudes re­
garding sexuality-views which I 
think foster spiritual arrogance and 
condemnation. 

I support fairness and civil rights 
for all and believe that your publica­
tion attacks such human rights issues. 

Sabbaticals 

Jim Watkins 
Louisville 

Every pastor needs a sabbatical. 
Why? 
He needs to get away from the 

shop, even if only for a little while. A 
pastor can lose his perspective. The . . .. 
sense of God's call may not be as men arid .. • ,c: .• 

clear as it once was. And he may need , t~l~~~rrY:',R.y.!Il: 
a rest. }:s,ome 'abstract con1 

• How should a pastor spend a sab- • • ality with w~iqh C 
batical? cleaL. ?. 

Many end up going to school or .. J+ ]wo P?s,~J§!(, Y 
taking a trip. However, the average ',C.doffiinant0~5!Js ~ .. \>,~> 
pastor w~uld be more ready to come fact,thatJt:SJJ.SJ~ har?9n.i:lhv•,~v, 
back to his work if he tried different coupled wrth the belie,'' •'--· ' 
things. For example, working a month ~?i~o~ optei;naf(iai 
at M~Donald's. He might consider ~pe;f9r ~Y;r~~~?Ih'Y 
stocking shelves at .a grocery, or sub- . tide on a ns1I1g:{liv<f 
stitute teaching. This will give him an other i • • 
appreciation for the "real world." He ;•q~tjn 
w~ll ~etter understand how people are J;llt:lpllre 
thinking and hurting. .· , toq;pas) 

When should he take a sabbatical? w~en?yo . ,·. .· 
If he has been pushing hard for the ;?,, ~~II} ()f.Cipd1.~ ·.,· 

last six or seven years, then the time ')f iJlfis ¢~elp',thi 
has come to get away. The church Jesus' plan, ijut, 
needs to understand it will be healthy that Jesus pem'ii 
for the congregation as well if the pas- ,+J9).ap<l :th.tiJ. ,f! 
tor can get away to sharpen his skills :( :JR~~gq.9,9~ 
and maybe even refocus his call and '; ,passages:•ar~ :s 
life. • • • ':_biqlical gn:mn __ , """'·' ,--·-··.,. 

Normally in Baptist life, if a pastor si~~les :want!;() ~Q'Y.Jfifis, r.ight,,,, 
gets burned out he looks for a differ- 7 tq,r(;l.t:parry . P~no<t'I:'ll~ap'S~ff i 
ent church. Ifhe cannot find one, then \·il~J},Otalwaysarie11,Sy'oil.eii:A,goog:;;l:i 
he and ~he congregation may get at unikrstanding' of thes.e p~s~g~~ Ji 
odds with each other. If the pastor .,Ra pohn l=?,,1Uh-'-'- F, ••• ' ' ,, 
leaves under bad terms, then it takes j ;: \\'.hen I set?k,tou 
everybody a long time to get over it. ' '0Y!r~ll teacliings of L::QnS,t;t 3/11'.)ii 
In the long run, a sabbatical would • , cqtrvtnced that remil,qiage.:::::..in>@ 
have been healthier for the church and ·.•. most cases~is p<!rmissil>le. The ) : 
pastor. 

Glenn Mollette 
Louisa 

birthdays to great men and their con­
tributions to history. These are our 
hero images and very important to the 
moral fiber of the nation. 

This schoolboy remembers reports 
and schoolroom play skits on Abra­
ham Lincoln's and George Washing­
ton's birthdays- and the history we 
learned connected with them. Now 
we have merged these two birthdays 
into a joint observance, into the ano­
nymity of "President's Day." A well­
intended move, for which sound rea­
soning can be given. But the inspiring 
lives of these two men who rose up 
and cast their shadows over history 
will somewhat blur into obscurity. 
I'm worried about that. We need our 
hero images for role models. 

Now we have gone another step. 
We have moved these merged birth­
days to the nearest weekend, and this 
is the trend with holidays, to create 
longer break time. I fear that "long 
weekends" may become the only 
identity by which holidays are re­
membered. As I said, I know the good 
reasons for the trend, but are we los­
ing more inspiring heritage and tradi­
tion than our great nation can spare? 

Franklin Owen, of Lexington, is the 
retired executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Pq111.~ conditions ,ar{)>tr.it .the \ 
• couple be willirtg to 1m.d~rg9tse~x t 
• rious, in-depthChristian c~ririsel- ,;{ 
ing, ,and .that they are cqtjvinced J; 

.... th~ ~eqision., ~o'. relllar:Y\ r~pr~;/!i 
• sen ts . Godl s -.vill for tpei!;Jives. ' i ;; 

In counseling, five criteria~ /' 
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I H~vel forgiv~n ni~{ •• 
f • J:IayyiforgivC?!Jirriy,, 

spouse? •• 
,.II:Jac ·· 
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Coalition faces uphill battle for SBC reunification 
Can the Southern Baptist Convention be reunited? 
If we knew the answer to that question, we would know whether all 

the effort going into the new SBC Coalition of Hope is worth the orga­
nizers' time and tears. 

The Coalition of Hope developed on the eve of the 1993 SBC annual 
meeting in Houston last month. It's based on a 16-page document de­
veloped by Lloyd Elder, former president of the convention's Sunday 
School Board. That report, titled "Calling the Family Back Together," 
proposed 20 "action plans" intended to de-politicize the SBC denomi­
national structure, to reincorporate moderates into that structure and to 
change the structure to ensure broad participation by all Southern Bap­
tists. The initiative gained momentum in Houston, when leaders from 
numerous SBC state conventions gathered to discuss the idea. That 
group birthed the Coalition of Hope and created a special committee to 
figure out how to give the entire convention an inoculation of its own 
version of hope. 

Now, the special committee has met and developed its own objec­
tives for the Coalition of Hope. They are designed to emphasize mis­
sions and evangelism as the core of denominational unity, call the con­
vention to new levels of support for missions, seek "prayer and repen­
tance for slowness and intransigence .. . in our response to God's fresh 
call to world evangelism," promote denominational trust and initiate 
changes "as may be necessary to better serve the Great Commission and 
to provide accountability." 

In an effort to advance its cause, the Coalition of Hope also plans to . 
hold a "convocation of hope," which would involve the heads of all 
SBC agencies and five representatives from each state convention. The 
convocation's "broad-based representation" would be responsible for 
developing specific plans for reunifying the SBC. 

The Coalition of Hope faces an uphill battle. Numerous reasons come 
to mind, but these four stand out: 

I SBC leaders aren't likely to support the coalition. 
Conservative SBC leaders got to power by utilizing the convention's 

current policies. Unless they worry about the flow of money needed to 
support the convention's vast operations, they have no incentive for fol­
lowing through on the early ideas floated by the coalition. From a polit­
ical standpoint, inviting moderates back would mean renewed political 
headaches and potential loss of hard-won power. 

The convention's current rulers won by the convention' s current 
rules. They've already spoken of "broadening the tent" of denomina­
tional participation. The SBC Peace Committee's mandate to secure 
meaningful participation from every arena of denominational life failed 
to do just that. Why expect them to join a coalition that wants to change 
the rules that put them in power? 

I Significant numbers of moderates don't have an incentive for re­
unification. 

Although most moderates continue to support the SBC' s Coopera-

tive Program unified budget, moderates who have joined the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship share a commitment to preserve Fellowship 
causes. Elder's research interestingly noted the Fellowship's first Coor­
dinating Council supported the Cooperative Program better than mem­
bers of the Sl3C Executive Committee. And most Fellowship churches, 
at least in Kentucky, indicate they still intend to provide at least some 
support for the Cooperative Program. Still, a call for absolute reunifica­
tion within the SBC most likely would ask them to abandon or neglect 

. an institutional child they have helped bring to life. 
. On another level, many moderates have felt relief from the political 

battles that dominated the SBC during the '80s. Time after time, they 
have vowed to leave politics behind. But by its very nature, an effort to 
push through the coalition's constitutional changes would mean engag­
ing in politics, again. 

I The coalition's changes__:at least several of Elder's action plans­
would defy longstanding Baptist polity. 

Those proposals would allow state conventions a significant hand in 
selecting SBC leadership, particularly through the process of electing 
trustees to SBC agencies and institutions. Traditionally, Baptists' doc­
trine of the priesthood of every believer and its corollary, the autonomy 
of the local church, has had larger implications. Baptists have held that 
each sphere of Baptist life- individual believer, local church, district 
association, state convention and national convention- is autonomous. 

Several of Elder' s proposal would give states at least limited control 
over the national convention. Other people have attempted to violate the 
polity in the other direction, insisting national convention actions man­
date certain state and associational actions.- But those abuses cannot jus­
tify new polity abuses. And while the effort to secure grassroots involve­
ment is noble, an additional wrong won't make things right. 

I These polity changes proposed in Elder' s action plans would en­
sure conflict in state conventions. 

Throughout the '80s, the denomination engaged in political war for 
the right to determine the convention's future. Ultimately, the battle was 
over selection of trustees for SBC agencies and institutions, and it was 
conducted on a national battlefield. Now, if states were allowed strong 
latitude in the trustee-selection process, the partisan politics which dom­
inated the national convention during the last decade would dominate 
the state conventions during this one. 

States already have a big-enough challenge from those who want to 
import SBC-style politics into state conventions. If SBC issues are in­
serted into state conventions, vicious battles will be inevitable. 

Don't read these words as denigration of the Coalition of Hope's ef­
forts. The coalition's goals are noble. The cause is worth the cost. But 
coalition members must be forthright, honest and realistic about their 
challenge. The cure they offer must be better than the ill they diagnose. 
Baptists should pray for them as they do their work. 

Marv Knox 

The Coalition of 
Hope must be 
realistic about its 
efforts to reunify 
the Southern 
Baptist Convention: 
The SBC's power 
brokers will want 
to maintain the 
status quo. 
Moderates won't 
want to abandon 
their new causes. 
The group's early 
proposals present 
serious polity 
problems. And the 
effort could shift 
the political war to 
state battlefields. 
Still, the 
reunification effort 
is a noble cause 
and deserves 
Baptists' prayers. 
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ISSUES 
I Quest for dinosaurs leads to creation questions 

Belief in literal 
Bible declining 

PRINCETON, N.J. (RNS}--One 
of the most dramatic shifts in religious 
beliefs in America is how people view 
the Bible, according to pollster 
George Gallup. 

Just 30 years ago, two-thirds of 
American adults said they believed 
the Bible was to be taken literally 
word for word, he reports. 

Today, less than half (49 percent) 
the adult population holds that view. 

A similar trend is seen among 
teen-agers, Gallup says. 

"Although some young people 
continue to interpret the writings of 
the Bible literally word for word, the 
majority now are more likely to view 
scriptural writings as inspired ac­
counts that sometimes must be inter­
preted figuratively," he reports. 
"Young people also are less likely 
than their elders to accept biblical ac­
counts of the creation of humans · and 
the universe as literally true." 

When asked to idenfity their view 
of how humans came to be, only 40 
percent of adults and 35 percent of 
teens say they think God created hu­
mans in their present form within the 
last 10,000 years. 

Another 46 percent of adults and 
52 percent of teens believe humans 
developed from less advanced forms 
of life but that development was guid­
ed by God. 

The view that humans developed 
from less advanced forms of life not 
guided by God is held by 9 percent of 
adults and 10 percent of teens. 
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By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Dinosaurs may fascinate children, 
but they can perplex adults who want 
to reconcile the existence of dinosaur 
fossils with the biblical account of 
creation. 

Any discussion of dinosaurs and 
the Bible taps into one of the most 
controversial debates ever to 
touch the church: evolution vs. 
creationism, science vs. reli-
gion. 

Yet this touchy topic is likely 
to surface in Christian homes 
across America this summer due 
to the popularity of the block­
buster movie "Jurassic Park," 
which depicts dinosaurs roaming 
the earth in special-effects splen­
dor. 

same time if the Bible is true." 
Then why are dinosaur bones and 

human bones located in different stra­
ta of the fossil record? 

"I don't know," Hoesh explained~ 
"Perhaps it had to do with the mobili­
ty of man running to higher ground 
(during the flood) .... That doesn't 
bother me too much." 

But the flood did not wipe out 
the dinosaurs, Roesch said in 
explaining the creationist point 
of view. This can be learned by 

The topic is so contro­
versial that many of the 
Southern Baptist 
theologians inter­
viewed for this ar­ -Dea:r GO~® 

r ~-- ' \lW~ en 't the ticle declined to be 

ly claim to explain their views of Gen­
esis as compatible with modem scien­
tific evidence about the age of the 
earth. 

''The totality of the evidence just 
does not point to the earth being only 
a few thousand years old, no matter 
how ardently creationists might wish 
that it did. No amount of juggling can 
change the overwhelming weight of 

the evi-
dence," 

~ <\I, wrote Davis 
~ Young in his 

+ + $ book, "Christi-
♦ ♦ ~ anity & the Age of 

:t ♦ ♦ ~ ♦ the Earth." 
♦ ♦ Young, an evan-
• gelical Christian who 

teaches geology at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, 

Mich., is a firm believer in 
the old-earth theory. 

"I ... want to per­
suade fearful Christian 
brethren that they should 
not fear the idea of the 

antiquity_ of the earth," he 
quoted by name. 
The possibility of 
their views being 
misunderstood in 

"'gj,B6saurs in the Bible? 
wrote. ''They should not be 

afraid that the overwhelming 
available evidence that the 
earth is billions of years old is 

such an article, they said, is too great 
in the current political climate of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The one thing almost everyone 
now agrees on is that dinosaurs did 
exist at some time in the past. 

From that common agreement, 
two main schools of thought part 
company quickly. And then various 
interpretations are to be found within 
each of those groups. 

The main dividing point depends 
on whether a person accepts a young­
earth or old-earth model. 
■ Young earth model. 

The young-earth model-favored 
by biblical literalists and those com­
monly known as "creationists"-says 
the earth was created in six literal 
days, six 24-hour periods. 

According to this view, the earth 
was created · about 6,000 years ago. 
Archbishop James Usher popularized 
this idea in the 17th century by calcu­
lating all the genealqgies of the Old 
Testament to determine that the earth 
was formed in the year 4004 B.C. 

Despite scientific evidence to the 
contrary, creationists insist that this 
young-earth model must be accepted 
if the Bible is to be believed. 

The fossil record-layers of an­
cient sediment, bones and forms sci­
entists study to understand the past­
appears the way it does due to the 
worldwide flood of Noah's day, cre­
ationists assert. This explains why di­
nosaur bones and other relics are 
compressed and preserved the way 
they are, said Bill Roesch, public re­
lations director for the Institute for 
Creation Research in San Diego, Ca­
lif. 
• Dinosaurs were created by God, 
Roesch said. "I know they were cre­
ated by God because the Bible says in 
Exodus 20: 11 that God created the 
heavens and the earth and everything 
that is in them. And that means every­
thing. 

''There were no prehistoric ages," 
he continued. "Man and dinosaurs 
must have occupied the earth at the 

reading Job 40 and 41, he said. 
Those passages describe two giant 

beasts God talks to Job about creat­
ing, in the context of helping Job see 
how small he is in comparison to 
God. 

"Look now at the behemoth which 
I made along with you; He eats grass 
like an ox. See now, his strength is in 
his hips. And his power is in his stom­
ach muscles. He moves his tail like a 
cedar," one passage says. 

In another passage God says to 
Job, "Can you draw out Leviathan 
with a hook, or snare his tongue with 
a line which you lower? ... His sneez­
ings flash forth light, and his eyes are 
like the eyelids of the morning." 

If dinosaurs were still around in 
Job's time, Roesch noted, that means 
Noah had to take some of them on the 
ark during the flood. 

''There- aren't that many of the di­
nosaur types that are the really huge 
ones," he reasoned. "And there's no 
reason why they had to be adult 
forms. They could have been juvenile 
dinosaurs." 

Many biblical scholars who affirm 
the inerrancy of the Bible differ with 
the strict creationist point of view, es­
pecially as it relates to the Job pas­
sage. "Behemoth" is considered by 
some to be an unknown animal or 
perhaps a very large form of a hippo­
potamus. Likewise, "Leviathan" is 
eonsidered to be another unknown 
creature, or perhaps a very large form 
of crocodile. 
■ Did earth model. 

Those who reject the young-earth 
model of creation in six literal days 
adopt a variety of other explanations 
for the Genesis creation story. (See 
sidebar.) The most common interpre­
tations are that the days represent ep­
ochs of time or are symbolic language 
to describe stages of creation. 

Using radioactive dating tech­
niques, most modem geologists now 
believe the earth is abou~ 4.5 billion 
years old. Christians who reject the 
literal-day theory of creation general-

somehow damaging to Christianity. 
The available evidence from science 
in no way undermines the Bible or our 
Christian faith.'' 

Biblical scholars who advocate the 
old-earth theory say it is important to 
realize the Bible makes no claims to 
be a book of science or geology but 
rather is a book about God's relation­
ship to humans. Thus, for elements of 
scientific history to be condensed or 
even omitted from the Bible does not 
make either less true, they contend. 

According to the old-earth view, 
dinosaurs lived after God created the 
earth but before he created humans. 
This perhaps puts the creation of di­
nosaurs on what the Bible calls the 
fifth day or early on the sixth day. 
Genesis 1 :21 says that on the fifth day 
"God created great sea creatures and 
every living thing that moves, with 
which the waters abounded." 

On the sixth day, the Bible says, 
God created "the beasts of the earth" 
and then humans. 

So why doesn't Genesis specifical­
ly mention dinosaurs and help clear 
up the confusion? Probably because 
dinosaurs were extinct long before the 
Bible was written, one Baptist scholar 
explained. 

Modem scientists say dinosaurs 
dominated the earth for 165 million 
years and were wiped out by a planet­
wide climate change or the effects of 
a catastrophe such as an asteroid 

• smashing into the planet. 
For Christians to accept an old­

earth theory does not require accept­
ing the theory that humans evolved 
from apes, another Baptist scholar 
explained. While some old-earth ad­
vocates do embrace the whole con­
cept of evolution, others do not, he 
said. 

"There are old-earth advocates 
who are non-evolutionists, sometimes 
called progressive creationists," he 
said. ''There are others who are theis­
tic . evolutionists, who accept an old 
earth and macro-evolution as the 
means by which God created." 
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Hause -keeps 
ban an paying 
far abortions 

WASHINGTON-The 
controversial Hyde Amend~ 
ment which bans federal fund­
ing of abortions for po0r wom­
en was upheld by the U.S. 
House of Representatives June 
30. -

The 16-year-old ban, which 
had been under attack by pro­
abortion groups and the White • 
House, was retained by a 255-
178 vote. 

The amendment to a $216 
billion appropriations,bill still 
could be deleted or changed by 
the Senate, which mustconsid­
er the legislation next. Any dif­
ferences between the House 
version of the bjll and the Sen­
ate version must be worked out 
by a joint committee. 

Rep. William Natcher, a 
member of First Baptist Church 
in Bowling Green; was a key 
player in the heated debate in 
the House. Natcher serves as 
• chairman of the'. appropriations 
subcommittee where the · 
amendment originated. 

Natcher told the Louisville 
Courier-Journal he was deter­
mined "to r:naintain the position • • 
ofihe House" in the eventual 
conference committee with the 
Senate. 

The amendment is named 
for .Rep: Henry .Hyde, R-Ill., 
who first offered the ban and 
who led the effort,to keep the 
ban in place this year. 

The Hyde Amendment is in­
. te-nded to prohibit Medicaid 
paying for abortions. except 
when necessary to save the life 
of the motlier or when the preg­
nancy was the result pf rape or 
incest. • • 

Some anti-abortion forces 
predicted the House · vote on 
thi.s issue foreshadows a tough 
road ahead for the Freedom of 

. Choice Act, pending legislation 
that would mandate that states 
not restrict access to abortion . 

However, others who sup­
port the Freedom of Choice Act 
said the vote, on the Hyde 

s .. Amendll1e.nt may, n<J!-hy a true 
• test:Because ofthe parliamenta- • 
• fy manrievering that surround­
~~ ii~ _R~~.~ag~_:J. ···• ·-· 
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Clinic acc~ss bill passes committee 
WASHINGTON (ABP)-A bill 

designed to combat escalating vio­
lence and vandalism at abortion clin­
ics is headed to the Senate floor after 
receiving a bipartisan endorsement 
from the Labor and Human Resourc­
es Committee June 23. 

After rejecting a series of amend­
ments pushed by Republican senators 
who want the bill to include language 
protecting the free-speech rights of 
demonstrators, the panel voted 13-4 
in favor of the Freedom of Access to 

_ Clinic Entrances Act of 1993 (S. 636). 
Three of the panel's seven Repub­

lican members-Nancy Kassebaum 
of Kansas, James Jeffords of Vermont 
and David Durenburger of Minneso­
ta-voted with the committee's 10 
Democrats in favor of the bill. 

The bill would create federal crim­
inal and civil penalties for threatening 
or using force or physical obstruction 
to intentionally injure, intimidate or 
interfere with people seeking to obtain 
or provide abortion-related services. 
The penalties also would apply to the 
destruction of property at abortion-re­
lated facilities. 

The bill would allow private par­
ties, the U.S. attorney general or state 
attorneys general to seek relief by 
court injunction. 

The push for the legislation inten­
sified when the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in January that an 1887 civil­
rights law could not be used to bar 
abortion-clinic blockades, and after 
the slaying of clinic physician David 
Gunn in Florida two months later. 

Sens. Dan Coats of Indiana and 
Orrin Hatch of Utah said changes al­
ready proposed by chief sponsor Sen. 

Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.; answered 
some, but not all, of their concerns. 

In his revised bill, Kennedy re­
placed the term "abortion services" 
with "abortion-related services" to 
cover facilities providing both preg­
nancy care and pregnancy termina­
tion. Abortion opponents say violence 
is escalating at clinics that counsel 
against abortion, not just abortion 
clinics. 

Coats said the bill should include 
free-speech protection. "We ought to 
protect peaceful, lawful protest for 
any reason," he said. 

Kennedy responded that free­
speech rights already are protected by 
the First Amendment and that lawful 
demonstrations would not be affected 
by the bill. 

''This is not about free speech," 
Kennedy said. ''This is about violence 
and intimidation and threats and 
force." 

Kassebaum told Kennedy she 
agrees with the purpose of the bill but 
thinks its protection should extend 
beyond abortion clinics. She plans to 
introduce a bill to ensure that vio­
lence- whether at an abortion clinic 
or other location-designed to pre­
vent people from engaging in legal 
commercial activities would be treat­
ed the same under federal laws. 

''The freedom of speech guaran­
teed by the Constitution does not in­
clude bombings, vandalism, assault, 
arson, destruction of property and 
physically preventing people from 
entering medical clinics," Kassebaum 
said. 

Representatives where Judiciary 
Committee action is expected this 
summer. 

That bill is H.R. 796, sponsored by 
Reps. Charles Shurner, D-N.Y., and 
Constance Morella, R-Md. 

I{ l,~➔86 
A measure similar to Kennedy's 

bill is pending in the U.S. House of - \l I➔"'~' 
HMB makes abortion alternatives video 

ATLANTA (BP)-Actress Lisa 
Whelchel believes a video she nar­
rates for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board offers women facing 
crisis pregnancies the information 
they need to consider all their options. 

"It is a great gift to a woman who 
at that time in her life wouldn't con­
sider anything a gift," said Whelchel, 
who for nine years starred as Blair on 
the television series "Facts of Life." 

Designed for use in crisis pregnan­
cy centers, ''The Heart of the Matter" 
explains fetus development, risks as­
sociated with abortion and pregnancy 
options. 

"I feel that it offered a realistic pic­
ture of what abortion really is, and yet 
it's nothing heavy-handed at all," said 
Whelchel, the mother of three. 

Sylvia Boothe, coordinator for the 
HMB' s Alternatives to Abortion min­
istries, said the video attempts to ex­
plain the details of abortion as well as 
inform women of other options. 
"Most women are not given all the 
information they need before an abor­
tion," she said. 

The video shows ultra-sound pic­
tures of.a developing baby, including 
movement and a beating heart. It also 
includes descriptions of abortions, 
narrated by a former abortion provid-
er. 

"Abortion is surgery," Carol Ever­
ett says in the video. "Unlike all other 
surgical procedures, in abortion the 
doctor is not required to provide you 
with any information about the abor­
tion procedure, about immediate risk 

or long-term effects." 
The video describes psychological 

trauma sometimes associated with 
abortion, and it also explores options 
for keeping the child and for adoption. 

"I think it's a wonderful message 
covering any questions a young wom­
an would have," Whelchel said. "It's 
just my great hope that it will get into 
thousands and thousands of crisis 

. pregnancy centers." 
Southern Baptists operate about 

100 crisis pregnancy centers, Boothe 
estimated, adding that the video is 
suitable for other audiences. 

The 24-minute video costs $9.50 
. plus handling. For information about 
the video, call Boothe at (800) 962-
0851. Orders for the video may be di­
rected to (800) 634-2462. 

Senate confirms Flynn as next U.S. ambassador to Vatican 
By Pam Parry 
Baptist Joint Committee 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-The 
Senate has confirmed Boston Mayor 
Raymond Flynn as the next U.S. am­
bassador to the Vatican. 

Flynn will be the third person to 
fill the post since 1984 after Congress 
repealed a ban on U.S.-Vatican ties. 

Flynn's nomination by President 
Bill Clinton has been criticized by 
opponents of formal ties between the 
United States and the Roman Catho­
lic Church. 

One B_aptist senator, Jesse Helms, 
R-N.C., spoke against the post but not 
against the nominee himself. 

"I judge him to be an intelligent 
and personable man," Helms said of 
Flynn. "Just the same, I remain per­
suaded that the United States has no 
business sending an ambassador to 
any religious entity, be it Baptist or 
Methodist or, as is the case here, the 
seat of the Catholic Church." 

Helms also put in the Congression­
al Record a resolution opposing dip­
lomatic ties with the Vatican ap­
proved by the Southern Baptist Con-

vention this summer. 
The Southern Baptist Christian 

Life Commission took an early stand 
against Clinton's Vatican appoint­
ment in a December letter to the pres­
ident-elect. "It's disappointing that a 
Southern Baptist president has just 
entrenched for the foreseeable future 
a policy which violates church-state 
separation,,.said James Smith, CLC 
director of government relations, af­
ter Flynn's confirmation. 

Smith said more could have been 
done to stop Flynn's appointment if 
the "religious left," traditional propo-

nents of church-state separation, had 
vigorously opposed Flynn's nomina­
tion. 

The Baptist Joint Committee also 
denounced the Flynn confirmation. 

"This action confers special privi­
leges on and grants special access to 
one particular denomination," said 
Oliver Thomas, BJC general counsel. 

Flynn said he intends to advance 
human rights, democracy and social 
justice as ambassador to the Holy See: 
"Government is society's tool for bal­
ancing the scales of social and eco­
nomic justice." 

I i 

STREET SIGNS Members 
of the Feminist Majority 
Foundation and the Chris­
tian Defense Coalition ex­
press opposing views on 
importation of the French 
abortion pill RU-486 out- . 
side the French Embassy in 
Washington June 18. (RNS 
photo) 

/ 
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Remember 
Christianity not 

new to Russia 

ATLANTA (BP)- When 
planning mission trips to 

Russia, remember that 
Christianity is not new to 
the former Soviet Union, 
urges a Southern Baptist 

church starting 
specialist. 

Christians have been in 
Russia more than 1,000 
years, and Baptists have 

been there more than 
100 years, explained 
Charles Chaney, vice 
president for church 

extension with the 
Southern Baptist Home 

Mission Board. 
Chaney spent two weeks 

in Moscow earlier this 
summer in a partnership 

program between 
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
and the Baptist Union of 

Russia. He shared 
church-starting 

strategies with pastors 
as part of a training 
institute for Russian 

Baptists. 
Ten of his 50 students 
had been in prison for 
their faith during past 
oppression from the 

state church or the 
communist regime, 

Chaney said. All of his 
students were 

bivocational church 
leaders who spent their 

vacation time at the 
training institute. 

"Who am I to talk to 
them about dedication to 

Christ, commitment or 
willingness to go the 

second mile?" he asked. 
Christians traveling to 

the former Soviet 
Union-including 

Kentuckians embarking 
on a new partnership 
venture with Russian 

Baptists-need to realize 
the commitment level of 
Russian Christians may 

be considerably above 
that of American 

Christians, he said. 
Russian Christians may 

resist foreigners 
promoting evangelism 

without discipleship, he 
· added. So American 

Christians need to be as 
helpful in follow-up as 

they are in evangelism, 
Chaney said. 

PEOPLE 
Russian center begins with Southern Seminary's help 
By Pat Cole 
Southern Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)- The Evan­
gelical Baptist Union of Russia re­
cently began its first endeavor into 
theological education at a school 
jointly sponsored by the union and 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. 

A total of 59 students enrolled dur­
ing May and June at Moscow Theo­
logical Institute, where they took 
courses in church planting, evange­
lism and New Testament. The classes 
were taught at the Baptist union's 
headquarters by a Southern faculty 
member and two other Southern Bap­
tist professors enlisted by the Louis­
ville seminary. 

"I thought (the first courses) were 
extremely effective," said David 
Dockery, dean of the school of theol­
ogy at Southern. "Over and over stu­
dents said they learned more in these 
two weeks than in all other Christian 
education experiences combined." 
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Memories 
As I write this article we have 

just completed a special weekend 
at Glen Dale. 

Saturday night we had a dinner 
to honor C. Ford Deusner and to 
establish the C. Ford Deusner 
award which will be given annual­
ly to a special friend of Glen Dale. 

Sunday was the annual home­

Dockery's faculty colleagues in 
Moscow were Charles Chaney, vice 
president for extension at the South­
ern Baptist Home Mission Board, and 
Ron Johnson, director of the evange­
lism department of the Georgia Bap­
tist Convention. 

"I've never been in a place where 
people were more eager to hear the 
word of God," said Dockery, who 
taught New Testament in Moscow. 
Chaney and Johnson taught courses in 
church planting and evangelism. 

The Moscow school will offer two 
weeks of intensive training twice a 
year. Those who complete all courses 
offered over a three-year period will 
receive a certificate from Southern 
Seminary. Most classes will be taught 
by Southern Seminary faculty mem­
bers or other professors recruited by 
the seminary. 

"Creative Church 
Financing is 

Our Expertise" 

Andy F. Hardy 

30 Years Experience 
2,500 Satisfied Churches 
✓ Low Interest Rates 
✓ No Brokerage to Customers 
✓ Compound Interest Bonds 
✓ Income Bonds ✓ IRA's Funded 

Security Church Finance, Inc. 
3305 Hobbs Rd., Nashville, TN 37315 

1-800-245-9448 

Mabel Tyman Reed and Tom 
Taylor both live in San Diego. 
They were there when "Daddy" 
Moore was superintendent in the 
20s and early 30s. 

Mrs. Reed told me how much 
she thought of "Daddy" Moore 
and of Mrs. Larrimore, who was 
the matron in her dorm. Tom re-

membered the time coming under the big 
trees beside the railroad 
tracks at Glen Dale. I 
love to visit with the 
alumni for they have 
special memories of 
people and the home. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

"Daddy" Moore 
brought his big radio 
out on the porch so the 
boys could listen to the 
Gene Tunney fight in 
1927. 

Otis Brown of 
Crown Point, Indiana 
was at Glen Dale in the 
late 30s and early 40s. 
His favorite memory 
was of his conversi?n. C rtis C. Mooney 
He was always gettmg u 

This was Ralph Mc­
Connell's first time 
back since he left the 
position of superinten­
dent back in the mid 
70s. It was a special day 
for "Bro. Mac" and 

into trouble, and one 
day was caught breaking into the 
food storage area. 

The superintendent sat down 
with him on the steps and tears 
came to both of their eyes. He 
asked Otis if he could lead him to 
Christ. Otis said "yes" thinking it 
was a good way to get out of pun­
ishment. But his conversion was 
genuine and it changed his life. 
Today, Otis is very involved in his 
church and so is his family. He 
thanks God for a person who cared 
enough to share. 

even more so for the 
young people whose lives he 
touched there. 

Ralph recently retired as the di­
rector of missions for the Christian 
County Association. 

Glen Dale can be characterized 
in many ways. For the hundreds of 
people who returned for home­
coming, it is quite special. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. 

Paid Column 

Students in the school's first cours­
es ranged in age from 19 to 45 and 
included professional people, trades­
men and factory workers, said Dock­
ery. While most students had been 
converted since Perestrioka in 1987, 
some had suffered severe persecution 
for their faith prior to the loosening of 
restrictions on religious practice, 
Dockery said. 

Much of the spiritual fervor that 
initially swept the nation after the col­
lapse of communism is still alive, 
Dockery said, adding, however, that 
churches are in desperate need of 
trained leadership to sustain new be­
lievers. 

"There's still an openness to the 

gospel, but the novelty of Christianity 
is wearing off," he said. "The photo 
sessions are over and it's time for ed­
ucation, training and hard work to 
help churches grow." 

The devotion of the Russian stu­
dents was evident both inside and out­
side the classroom, Dockery said, not­
ing that after class students and pro­
fessors went into the Moscow streets 
to share the gospel. • 

Dockery stressed that the two 
weeks in Moscow helped expand his 
own understanding of the Christian 
faith. "I taught them some things 
about the New Testament, but they 
taught me some things about faith and 
discipleship," he said. 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST SECRETARIES 
ASSOCIATION 

SEVENTH ANNUAL SUMMER CONFERENCE 
July 30 & 31, 1993 . 

Midway College (1-64 near Lexington) 

Theme: "We are purpose people who enable, 
minister, and support." 

seminar topics include Basic Church or Associational Secretary 
Certification (Modules 1 and 2); Identifying Your Spiritual Gifts; 
People Skills; Pen & Ink (Calligraphy). 

For more information or registration form, contact Jean 
Bowden, 360 Million Lane, Versailles, KY 40383; or call 
606-873-7338. 

The Good Samaritan 
Recently, I participated in a the surgery information desk and 

CPR class at Baptist Regional Med- always gave a sympathetic ear to 
ical Center in Corbin. During the those who were anxious about 
class I was reminded of the Good news from their loved one. 
Samaritan law. The law is to pro- She taught this writer that we 
tect people who in good faith stop should not be too busy to stop and 

• to help someone. say hello. Too often we become 
The term "Good Samaritan" of like the priest and the Levite and 

course comes from the story Jesus forget there are people all around 
told when asked, "Who that need someone to 
is my neighbor?" Jesus BAPTIST care. Dorothy demon-
told the story of a man HEALTHCARE strated daily that she 
who was robbed, beaten FOUNDATION cared, both to people she 
and left for dead. Sever- knew and those she did 
al people passed by, but not. 
they crossed to the other side of the Dorothy set an example for us. 
road to avoid the injured man. Then Her actions came from a sense of 
a despised Samaritan walked by, love and commitment. We would 
and he stopped to help. He cared for do well to follow her example. We 
the man and took him to an inn to can do that in many ways: working 
recover. The answer to the ques- in churches, volunteering in hospi­
tion, "Who is my neighbor?" was tals and nursing homes, giving to 
obvious- it was the Samaritan. the Foundation and many other 

Hospitals are filled with people ways. 
who could be called "Good Samar- We will miss Dorothy, and we 
itans." They work in the hospital will remember her as one who was 
primarily out of a desire to help dedicated to helping people. She 
people. We said good-bye to one indeed was a neighbor to many. 
such person at Baptist Regional re- Who will be your neighbor? 
cently. Chaplain Wayne Sibley is director 

Dorothy Walker was a dear, of p~storal c~r~ at BaP_tist Regional 
sweet lady who worked as a volun- MetJinp.ltfl,msfiDrut 6vrttimments con­
teer. She logged 5636 volunteer ceming this art~cle, Baptist Healthcare 

. System or Baptist Healthcare Founda-
hours from Apnl 1986 to May tion should be directed to Charles W. 
1993. She worked many ~ays even Cox Jr., president of Baptist Health­
though she was not feelmg well. care Foundation, Corporate Complex, 
Dorothy always had a smile and a 4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, Ky. 
good word to say. She worked at 40207 (502) 896-5003. 

Paid Column 
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PEOPLE 
Bulgarian evangelicals unite against hate campaign WORLD VIEW 

By Marty Croll 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

SOFIA, Bulgaria (BP)-Evangel­
icals in Bulgaria are joining forces to 
protect themselves from a media hate 
campaign they claim has been stirred 
up by the Orthodox Church and left­
over communists. 

Forming an alliance May 10, they 
adopted a constitution and drafted a 

proposed law for religious liberty. As 
their first president they elected Te­
odor Angelov, president of the Bap­
tist Union of Bulgaria. 

Angelov and other leaders offered 
their draft law in meetings with the 
nation's religious affairs chief and 
with an adviser on religion to Presi.­
dent Zhelyu Zhelev. They also will 
present it to Parliament. 

The group's organizational meet-

Hosea: God's Redeeming Love 
August 12-13 

Campbellsville College 

Prepare for the 1994 January Bible Study with 
Dr. Gerald Keown, Old Testament professor at 
Southern Seminary. Call Dr.John Hurtgen at (502) 
789-5029 for reservations (meals and session 
charges at no cost with advanced reservations). 

Hosted by the Christian Studies Division 
Campbellsville College 

ALL-STATE YOUTH CHOIR 

You are invited to hear the 1993 Kentucky Baptist All-State Youth 
Choir in concert. This is an eighty-voice auditioned high school choir 
from Kentucky Baptist churches from all over the state. 

CONCERTS 
Day/Date/Time Locations 

• Wednesday, July 14, 7 p.m. (EST) Campbellsville Baptist Church 
Campbellsville, Kentucky 

• Thursday, July 15, 7 p.m. (CST) 

• Friday, July 16, 7 p.m. (CST) 

• Sunday, July 18, 11 a.m. (CST) 

Guest Conductor 
Elizabeth Mears 
University of South Carolina 
Vance, S.C. 

Second Baptist Church 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

Lone Oak Baptist Church 
Paducah, Kentucky 

Buena Vista Baptist Church 
Owensboro, Kentucky 

Guest Accompanist 
Dan Tilford 
Georgetown College 
Georgetown, Kentucky 

FREE ADMISSION 

Sponsored by the Church Music Department 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

ing in Sofia, the capital, included 
about 100 representatives of Baptist, 
Methodist, Church of God, Pentecos­
tal and Congregational churches. 
They named their group United Evan­
gelical Churches in Bulgaria. 

Cults such as Hare Krishna and the 
Mormons have clouded Eastern Eu­
rope's religious landscape since the 
region cast off communism. The Bul­
garian media have decried their influ­
ence and lumped evangelicals with 
them, calling them all sects. 

"The awful calamity is that along 
with many of these sects and behind 
the cover of faith come drugs, orga­
nized crime, terrorist groups and dirty 
money laundering," one newspaper 
article stated. "This is why the co_n­
cern for the state's own survival is 
coming to the fore here." 

In another article, the author pro­
poses allowing only the Bulgarian 
Orthodox, Muslim, Catholic, Arme­
nian and Jewish faiths to function. 

AUTHORS WANTED 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of 
all types: fiction , non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve­
nile and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed . 
Send for free 32-page illustrated booklet H-101 
Vantage Press, 516 W 34 St. , New York, NY 10001 

PEWS 
NEW & USE,Q (&00) 366-1716 J 
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When Southern Baptist represen­
tatives Bill and June Wardlaw sought 
their yearly visa renewals in Bulgaria 
in May, the passport bureau director 
told them if it was up to him he would 
give them one more month and then 
send them home for good, Wardlaw 
said. They were able to secure visas 
from a local office nearer Kazanluk, 
the central Bulgarian town where they 
moved in April. 

•~People think the evangelicals are 
doing all kinds of weird things behind 
closed doors," Wardlaw said. One ar­
ticle he heard was printed in the Black 
Sea town of V ama claimed evangeli­
cal- pastors eat their children for 
breakfast. In a city on the Romanian 
border, an Orthodox priest told young 
people it's OK to beat up on evangel­
ical pastors, he added. 

The anti-evangelical campaign is 
beginning to affect day-to-day rela­
tionships. 

One woman who plays host to a 
congregation in her home was told by 
a neighbor that if she didn't stop the 
worship serviees, the neighbor's hus­
band would use police connections to 
close them down. 

"Pray for religious freedom in Bul­
garia," Wardlaw said. "Right now it's 
kind of hanging in the balance." 

GOSPEL CONCERTS 
-THE LEWIS FAMILY 

"Americay First Family of Bluegrass_ Gospel" 

1..l 

Performing Gospel music in the immensely popular Bluegrass style, this 
top headliner group has appeared at the Grand Ole Opry and TNN's 
Gospel Jubilee. Their show brings to listeners excelled family entertain-
ment and spiritual fu lfillment. JUL y 27, 8:00 PM 

CHARLES 
JOHNSON 

& THE REVIVERS 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!! 
You'll hear hannony, sweet­
ness, spiritual bliss and a true 
feeling of inspiration. 

AUG. 10, 8:00 PM 

Tickets $822 

Sponsored by KINCAID REGIONAL THEATRE 
Falmouth Auditorium • Chapel St. • Falmouth, KY 

1-800-647-SHOW 

■ A bipartisan initiative 
which addresses global 
poverty through a 
redirected U.S. foreign 
aid program was 
introduced in Congress 
recently. The Many­
Neighbors, One Earth 
Resolution-supported 
by Bread for the World­
seeks to make the 
primary goal of U.S. 
foreign aid to foster 
sustainable development 
which reduces hunger 
and poverty. The 
proposal calls for shifting 
money from lower­
priority security and 
economic aid programs 
to programs which meet 
humanitarian needs. -

■ Boris Yeltsin, 
president of Russia, said 
April 21 that the Russian 
government accepts full 
blame for abusing the 
Christian church during 
the communist years 
and has apologized for it. 

■ The refugee 
population worldwide 
increased by 1 million 
people in 1992, 
according to the 1993 
World Refugee Survey. 
The survey says tr.e 
world refugee total is 
17.5 million. This ' 
highlights the 
tremendous opportunity 
Southern Baptists have 
to help resettle refugees 
in the United States, said 
Bill Fulkerson, director of 
refugee resettlement for 
the Home Mission 
Board. For information 
on refugee resettlement 
ministries, contact 
Fulkerson at (404) 898-
7395_ 

■ The Southern Baptist 
nursing school in Gaza 
will continue operation 
as a United Nations 
facility under a recently 
signed lease agreement. 
After more than 40 years 
of ministry there, the 
Southern Baptist Foreigfl . 
Mission Board gave up 
operation of the training 
school due to difficulties 
in keeping staff there. 
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PEOPLE -----·-
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

The rate of Kentuckians 
dying of cancer has 

increased steadily from 
1955 through 1991. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ CLARKSVILLE, Tenn.-Marvin 
E. Hines Sr., Kentucky pastor for 
several years, died recently. He retired 

• December 1985 after 50 years of min­
istry. Hines is survived by his wife, 
Ruth. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 

Kentucky's cancer death 
rate in 1955 was 126 per 

100,000 citizens. By 
1991, that rate had 

grown to 232 deaths per 
100,000 people. 

■ COVINGTON-David Moeller, 
pastor of Covington First Church, will • 
retire July 25. 

■ Bonnie Brown, Kentucky native 
and missionary to Nigeria, has re­
turned to the field at Baptist Mission, 
P.O. Box 197, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 
■ Bob Compton, a 24-year veteran 
of foreign missions, died June 22. He 
served 18 years in theological educa­
tion in Colombia and Costa Rica. 
Compton was a graduate of Southern 
Seminary and was previously pastor 
of churches in Kentucky. 

Source: Cabinet for 
Human Resources 

■ FRANKFORT-Bellepoint 
Church called John Michael Nichols 
as minister of music. 
■ LEWISPORT-Bob and Marjo­
rie Keenan of Lewisport Church 
have been appointed by Mission Ser­
vice Corps as youth counselors to 
summer mission work at Camp Joy, 
5303 Baptist Camp Rd., Apopka, Fla. 
32712. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Ninth & 0 
Church called John Mark Toby as 
associate pastor. He previously served 
as interim associate pastor and princi­
pal of Ninth & 0 Academy. 
■ MURRAY-Locust Grove 
Church called Buron Richerson as in­
terim pastor. . 
■ PARIS-Silas Church called Cur­
tis Coots of Georgetown as pastor. 
■ RICHMOND-Rosedale Church 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary July 
25. Founding pastor Eldred Taylor 
will speak at the morning service. A 
meal will be served at noon, and a tent 
service is scheduled for 1 p.m. Friends 
and former members are invited. 

CHAPLAIN ENDORSED Dan Clevenger, 
shown here with his wife, Barbara, was 
endorsed by the Southern Baptist Chap­
lains Commission in a May 23 service in 
Atlanta. Clevenger serves as a healthcare 
chaplain in Corbin. (HMB photo) 

Miles of mountain hiking to Turkey Foot 
Have you ever made a 32-mile hike with a 15-

to 30-pound pack? Several OBI staff and 21 of 
our boys have just done so. For all involved it was 
an experience that will be remembered forever. 

It was testing, tiring, a little painful and exhil­
arating. They had a lot of fun and are glad they 
did it. Boys' Dean Bud Underwood and wife, 
Kay, our admissions director, devoted many 
hours to planning, preparation and execution. 
Everything went off like clockwork. 

On Monday they met to pack at 6:30 a.m. and 
went on one of our school buses to Lomero on the 

Dirty clothes and bedrolls were put in the van 
as the support group returned to campus, and the 
hikers were off to walk 14 miles the second day. 

Dean of Students Erma Smith, husband John, 
our drafting teacher, their youngest son, '82 OBI 
graduate Chuck, and myself joined the three sup­
port persons in taking a fresh change of clothing, 
bedrolls and the ingredients for supper and met at 
the prearranged campsite called Turkey Foot. 

Our hikers beat us there, and each had bathed 
in cold, rushing river water near their four camp­
sites. They had wood fires going at each one. 

Soon hamburgers were being fried Laurel County line, where they began 
their hike on a trail laid out by the U.S. 
Forest Service. In each of their packs 
were changes of socks, an extra pair of 
shoes, swim trunks, two quarts of wa­
ter, snacks of cookies and granola bars. 

ONEIDA 
JOURNAL 

along with skillets full of raw onions. 
These, along with fresh tomatoes and 
pickles, made for wonderful hamburg­
ers and cheeseburgers. Baked beans 
and potato salad satiated even the hun­
griest. The 20th birthday of one of our 
seniors, and the 56th birthday of John 
Smith, who had served at OBI 18 
years, were celebrated with homemade 
chocolate cake. 

They walked 50 minutes and rested 
10. At noon they swam for 25 minutes, 
then lunched on Vienna sausage, pork 
and beans, a cup of fruit cocktail and 
vanilla pudding. . 

That evening, having walked 10 
miles, !hey camp~~ at S-Tree, which Barkley Moore 
has neither electnc1ty or water. Mrs. 

All the support group left near dark 
except myself. I settled down on a rub­
ber mat with a pillow and cover. Soon 

Underwood and her daughter-in-law, 
OBI teacher Lori, met them with a van-load of 
their sleeping bags, fresh water and a change of 
clothing. Also they delivered fried chicken from 
the OBI kitchen, and heated com and green beans 
over a frre. By 9:30, with campfires built, all set­
tled down to sleep while the women returned to 
the campus. 

Tuesday morning the Underwood women, 
with OBI automotive repair and welding teacher 
Harold Underwood, left the campus at 5:30 with 
fresh water and the ingredients for breakfast. Doz­
ens of eggs were scrambled over an open fire, 
along with pounds of bacon and sausage. Many 
loaves of bread were toasted in skillets. 

everyone was sound asleep including 
Mr. Underwood's dog, Sunshine, who walked all 
32 miles and had his own little sleeping pallet. 
Not having hiked all thos~ miles, my sleep came 
later. It was beautiful looking up at the stars, a 
very bright moon, surrounded by trees 80 to 100 
feet tall. It was delightfully cool and only the snap 
and crackle of the fire disturbed the silence. 

Wednesday breakfast ingredients arrived from 
campus, campfires were doused, and the fellows 
began their eight miles of hiking while I returned 
with the sleeping bags to campus. 

Barkley Moore is president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
WANTED: Full-time, mission­

minded minister of youth and educa­
tion, focusing on youth evangelism 
and discipleship. Church located in 
small town in western Kentucky coal 
field region. Housing projects provide • 
real mission field. Send resume to 
First Baptist Church, 214 South 
Broadway, Providence, KY 42450, or 
call Pastor Danny Davis, (502) 667-
2212 or 5431. 

WANTED: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to Boone' s Creek 
Baptist Church, 197 Cleveland Road, 
Lexington, KY 40509. 

FOR SALE: Kimball Organ, . 
church type, 5 years old, double key­
boards, 13-note pedals, computer by 
Eelka, EP-13 series, walnut finish, 
half price. Kimball organ, P.O. Box 
724, Moniticello, KY 42633. (606) 
348-8620. 

LOOKING: Part-time minister of 
music. We also are seeking a full-time 
minister of youth and education. The 
church has a resident membership of 
approximately 500 and an average at­
tendance of approximately 210. Send 
resumes and referrals to: Search Com­
mittee, First Baptist Church, 200 
North Morgan Street, Morganfield, 
KY 42437. (502) 389-1042. 

AVAILABLE: 2-Bedroom, 2-
bath condo for vacation rental, Sani­
bel Island, Florida. Large pool, tennis 
courts, sauna, bikes, screened porch. 
Best beach on the island. Call Pat 
Owen (502) 895-8752. 

Climb every mountain 
Dan and Jennifer Brinker enjoy 

backpacking, rock climbing and 
rappelling. Following the Lord has 
brought them to some beautiful 
trails in Pine Mountain. The Brink­
ers are the eighth couple from Ken­
to-Boo Baptist Chmch, Florence, to 
study at Clear Creek. Pastor Stan 
Cole is one of our best recruiters! 

The Brinkers married Nov. 24, 
1990. "I was searching for answers 
and we attended Kento-Boo. I 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

POSITION: The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary will make a 
faculty appointment during the aca­
demic year for the following position: 
Christian Missions-associate or full 
professor, tenurable or tenured posi­
tion; MDiv or equivalent, PhD or 
DMiss, 5 years experience in an over­
seas setting essential. Nominations 
and applications are invited by Sept. 
15, 1993. All faculty must be active 
members of a Baptist congregation 
and emphasize a conservative-evan­
gelical theology. Send. biographical 
information to: Search Committee 
Dean, Office of the Provost, The 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, 2825 Lexington Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40280. 

FOR RENT: Furnished duplex, 
Crescent A venue, Louisville, owner's 
downstairs unit-very nice. 2 bed­
rooms, 1 bath, living room, dining 

• room, kitchen, screened porch, hard­
wood floors, appliances, washer/dry­
er, water, TV cable, yard maintenance 
furnished, off-street parking. $650/ 
mo. + LG&E, security deposit, refer­
ences. (502) 897-6132. 

WANTED: Accepting resumes 
for a full-time pastor. First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 321, \Yest Liberty, 
KY 41472. • 

fer of another student left an insur­
ance office vacancy for Jennifer. 
She recently completed lifeguard 
certification in our family life cen­
ter. As a lifeguard on the campus 
work program she also will be able 
to attend classes. She earlier attend­
ed Cincinnati Art Academy. Dan 
entered Clear Creek with hesitation 
because he had no college experi­
ence, but now states "I love the 
classes and the wonderful profes­

thought baptism as a 
child saved me. We 
checked a visitor' s card 
requesting a home visit, 
and I accepted the Lord 
during the pastor's call 
on Oct. 13, 1991," Dan 
stated. They made the 
decision for ministry the 
following year. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

sors." They are excited 
about youth leadership 
in Southside Church, 
Middlesboro. Atten­
dance has doubled. 

Entering Clear Creek 
in the January term 
sometimes results in dif- Bill Whittaker 
ficulty finding work. 

In June Dan brought 
his 14-year-old twin 
brothers for a campus 
visit. The three-hour 
drive provided an op­
portunity to talk about 
the Lord. "They began 
to ask questions and we 
shared a lot. At home we 

With a year of electrical 
school, nearly two years of techni­
cal training, and experience as an 
installer of home heating and air 
conditioning, Dan met our need ex­
actly. The new Hemlock Heights 
student housing area had six apart­
ments waiting for units. Since Jan­
uary, Dan has completed those six 
and will soon begin installation of 
six more. A Holly Hill cottage also 
has received a heating system. 

looked at the Scriptures. 
They were amazed all that was in 
the Bible. Both trusted the Lord and 
were so excited," Dan said. 

With work and studies, Dan and 
Jennifer are not climbing as much. 
They are discovering spiritual 
heights, and their future ministry 
will include other experiences as 
thrilling as the salvation of his 
brothers. 

Northern Kentucky friends helped Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
purchase materials. Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 

The unexpected mid-year trans- Ky. 40977 
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. Threat to Christians increases in Iran · 
By Mike Creswell 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (BP)­
Muslims in Iran who openly declare 
Christianity are more likely to be exe­
cuted following a change in govern­
ment policy there. 

Under a new policy, converts to 
Christianity are being charged with 
"apostasy" or "blaspheming the 
Prophet Muhammad," reported Irani­
an Christians living outside Iran. Un­
der Islamic law, called "sharia," a. 
judge is required to issue a death sen­
tence for these offenses. 

Christians inside the country fear 
the policy change will make evange­
listic outreach even more difficult. 
Executions for general offenses such 
as drug trafficking are common in 
Iran, according to press reports, but 
executions of Christians have not 

been routinely carried out by the gov­
ernment. Apostasy, however, is seen 
as a serious offense. • 

For example, apostasy was the 
charge levied against the writer Sal­
man Rushdie for his book, "The Sa­
tanic Verses," which Ayatollah Ru­
hollah Khomeini dee::med ,blasphe­
mous against Islam. The writer, a 
British citizen, has been forced to live 
in hiding since then. 

Muslims who become Christians 
in Iran at times have faced intense per­
secution, prison sentences or execu­
tions by government leaders who see 
themselves as agents of Allah. Mehdi 
Dibaj, a Christian evangelist who 
helped translate the New Testament 
iQto Farsi, has been jmprisoned for 
eight years, for example. He spent 
two of the eight years in solitary con­
finement in· a 3-by-3-foot cell with no 
light; • • -

·Recently, Iranian Christians said, a 
church member was ordered to appear 
in court and report on his pastor's ser­
mons. When he refused, he was ac­
cused of the crime of "apostasy," or 
abandoning Islam, and condemned to 
death. 

A noose was placed around the 
man's neck and his family was 
marched in before him. Officials told 
him to repudiate Christianity and be 
loyal to Islam or they would hang his 
family after him. He broke under the 
pressure and said he would give up 
Christianity. 

Islam is the state religion of Iran, 
but the country officially recognizes 
Judaism, Christianity and Zoroastri­
anism. Although Christian workers 
say Iran treats the Christian commu­
nity less oppressively than some oth­
er Muslim states, Iran's record is 
hardly commendable. 

Locks hold as missionaties elude thieves 
By Craig Bird 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

LUANDA, Angola (BP)- South- · 
em Baptist missionaries Curtis and 
Betty Dixon spent five hours on the 
floor June 7 while bandits tried to 
shoot the locks off their home in An­
gola and looted the house next door. 

The Dixons awakened around 
midnight when the bandits began fir­
ing. Four bullets penetrated the front 
door of the house and the interior 
walls, exiting through the kitchen 
door. But the locks held. The houses 
are prefabricated aluminum struc­
tures. 

The missionary couple spent the 
remainder of.the night on the floor of 
their bedroom listening to the gang 
looting an adjacent mission residence. 

,"\..~~ .... T""&.. ..,.,.,"'(,.., ~ 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIND An archaeologist clearing away 14 centuries of dust and de­
struction has raised an ornate Byzantine church from the ruins of Petra, an ancient pagan 
city located in modern Jordan. Ttie church, gleaming with whimsical stone and glass 
mosaics, is the first Byzantine structure unearthed in the fabled Nabatean city carved 
from solid rock centuries before Christ was born. (RNS photo) 

That house was not occupied since 
fellow missionaries Don and Carol 
Minshew are on temporary assign­
ment in Kenya. 

Unable to shoot their way in, the 
gang discovered a wall in the Minsh­
ew house that had been damaged by a 
hand grenade Dec. 31 and pried the 
hole open enough to get inside. Then 
they passed the television, electric 
transformers, clothes and jewelry out 
the opening. • ,-,. 

Two attempted robberies of the 
compound also occurred the week 
before. The first time an effort to 
shoot the lock off the compound gate 
failed. The next time a gang climbed 
over the wall but was unable to get 
into the houses. The Dixons were 
home on both occasions. 

The Dixons now have moved 

across Luanda, Angola's capital, to 
stay with Assembly of God mission­
ary friends. 

The rekindling of the 30-year-old 
Angolan civil war immediately after 
multi-party elections has left Luanda 
in chaos and Southern Baptist mission 
work in disarray. Missionaries have 
little hope stability will return soon. 
The Dixons, who have evacuated the 
country several times before, intend 
to remain if at all possible. 

Missionary Mark Hatfield, cur­
rently living in Zimbabwe, planned to 
fly into Luanda June 12 to assess the 
situation. The last word he had was 
that the house where he and his wife, 
Susan, lived in Huambo had not been 
damaged or looted. But what has hap­
pened in the intervening months is 
unknown. 

FMB shifts gears in Middle East 
LARNACA, Cyprus (BP)- ln a 

major ·policy change, the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board will 
phase out support for the Arab Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Lebanon 
and instead set up a decentralized ed­
ucation program throughout the Mid­
dle East. 

The change will leave the semi­
nary in Beirut in the hands of Middle 
Eastern Baptists under a new 11-
member board of trustees made up of · 
Baptists from Lebanon, Jordan and 
Syria. 

The current board has half FMB 
personnel and half Middle Eastern 
Baptists. 

Middle Eastern Baptists support 
the plan, but some are concerned 
about raising $100,000 a year to op­
erate the school as FMB support phas­
es out over the next three years. 

This year the seminary will get 
$6,000 from World Vision, an inter­
denominational missions group. 
Leaders say they must get support 
from many sources to keep the school 
open. 

"Really, we're afraid" of the re­
sponsibility, said Nabih Haddad, gen­
eral secretary of the Lebanese Baptist 
Conventi,on, which has 25 congrega­
tions with about 1,000 members. He 
is a member of the seminary's new 

board of directors. 
But the seminary' s board, even 

though it hasn't taken control yet, is 
"enthusiastic and working hard," said 
FMB representative Emmett Barnes, 
and is grappling with obtaining a new 
constitution, personnel and finances . 

The Arab seminary has been the 
cornerstone in training Baptist leaders 
in the Middle East since its establish­
ment in 1960. 

Lebanon then was one of the more 
open countries in the region and stu­
dents from most countries could at­
tend freely. 

Enrollment during the school's 
first decade averaged 12 to 15 stu­
dents, reflecting the low number of 
Baptists in the Middle East. 

But 16 years of civil war in Leba­
non kept out many potential students, 
and artillery shells hit the school com­
plex several times. 

Now that fighting has stopped, en­
rollment climbed this year to 27 stu­
dents from Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Sudan and Iraq. 

The school offers a three-year di­
ploma program and a two-year, less­
intense program . . 

A bachelor of theology degree also 
was offered to students who had at 
least one year of university-level edu­
cation. 

WORLD VIEW 

■ Bible societies 
around the world 
distributed more than 
600 million Scriptures 
last year, according to a 
report from the United 
Bible Societies. 

■ In a controversial 
ruling May 28, 
Germany's Constitutional 
Court overturned a year­
old liberal abortion law . 
and replaced it with a set 
of tougher restrictions. 
By a 6-2 vote, the court 
invalidated legislation 
that had legalized elective 
abortion during the first 
12 weeks of pregnancy if 
the expectant mother 
had agreed first to 
consult an approved 
family-support 
organization. 

■ China's crackdown on 
underground Christian 
churches continues into 
its fifth year and is not 
easing, according to a 
new report by the Puebla 
Institute, a Catholic 
human rights group. 
Reports collected by 
Puebla in recent months 
indicate that as many as 
104 Chinese religious 
leaders are currently 
imprisoned, detained or 
restricted by the 
government. 

■ British and Portugese 
Baptists have agreed for 
British Baptists to send 
missionaries to Portugal, 
working cooperatively 
with the Portugese 
Baptist Convention. 

■ For the first time in 
half a century, the 
number of American 
missionaries abroad has 
decreased, falling from 
50,500 in.1988 to 
41,142 in 1992, 
according to a report of 
the Missions and 
Advanced Research 
Communication Center. 

■ A recent evangelism 
effort in Tanzania's Kyela 
District resulted in 4,121 
people professing faith in 
Jesus Christ and 411 
rededicating their lives to 
him. Seven volunteers 
joined Tanzania Baptists 
and Southern Baptist 
missionaries to conduct 
the 15-day effort. 
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But it is 
for Baptists 1Nho 
can't see this page. 

The Western Recorder offers a free ministry to 
the blind: each week's paper on cassette mailed 
to the home. If you know someone who would 
benefit from this service, call us at (502) 244-
6470 or write us at Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 
40253. 
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