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FOR THE RECORD 

New deans 
Two new deans were 

named at Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary last week­
Thom Rainer and Lloyd 

Mims .. See page 2. 

Foster families 
Gov. Brereton Jones has 
declared this the "Year of 

the Foster Family," and 
Kentucky Baptist Homes 

for Children has some 
practical suggestions on 

how Baptists can help. 
See page 3. 

Family Forum 
"If Momma ain't happy, 

ain't nobody happy." 
See page 4. 

Editorial 
Be a responsible citizen: 

Give blood now. 
See page 5. 

Christian prisons? 
As more prisons become 

privately operated, the 
government should give 
Christian groups a crack 

at rehabilitation, 
suggests evangelical 

author Tony Campolo. 
See page 6. 

Christian killed 
An outspoken Iranian 

Christian has been found 
murdered. See page 1 
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America's children under. 
• violent attack, report says 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-Gun vi- sualties in the Vietnam War. 
olence kills the equivalent of a class- I Every two hours a child dies 
room full of children every two days from gunshot wounds; comparative­
in America, according to a new report ly, a police officer is killed every five 
that indicates homicide is now the days and nine hours. 
third-leading cause of death for chil- The Children's Defense Fund rec-
dren ages 5-14. ommended federal, state and local 

The Children's Defense Fund re- legislation and regulation of non­
leased the report, calling on Ameri- sporting firearms, particularly assault 
cans to "cease fire" in the gun war that weapons. 
has seized the nation and added to the Gun violence is the latest and most 
problems of childhood poverty and horrifying of the ways in which 
neglect. America fails to protect children, 

In its "The State of America's Edelman said. But some of the old 
Children Yearbook 1994," the child- enemies of children remain. 
advocacy group said juveniles ac- For example, three children die 
count for a growing number of gun daily from child abuse, while another 
offenders, as well as victims. 27 die from poverty, she said. The 

"Our·worst nightmares are coming number of children in poverty in­
true," said Marian Wright Edelman, a . creased to 14.6 million in 1992. More 
Baptist and president of the advocacy than 2.9 million children were abused 
group. "After years of epidemic pov- or neglected-triple the number re­
erty, joblessness, racial intolerance, ported 12 years earlier. 
family disintegration, domestic vio- Edelman. called on adults-par­
lence and drug and alcohol abuse, the ents, clergy, community leaders and 
crisis of children having children has public officials-to "give our chil­
been eclipsed by the greater crisis of dren a safe start with nurturing homes, 
children killing children." moral guidance, basic health care, de-

She underscored her call with sev- cent child care and education and a 
era! statistics in the report: stake in the future." 

I A child in the United States is 15 If adults don't end their "hypocri-
times as likely to die of a gunshot sy," the report indicates, the conse-

• wound as a child in Northern Ireland.- .. quences could be djre by_ th_e y_ecl! 
I Between 1979 and 1991, 50,000 2001, with 1 million babies born into 

children were killed by guns-equiv- poverty annually and 37,000 children 
alent to the number of American ca- arrested every week. 

MAKE THE DAYS COUNT Lincoln Bingham, the Kentucky Baptist Convention's liaison with 
the General Association of Baptists, speaks to students at Campbellsville College Jan. 26, 
urging them to "make every day count for God." Bingham cited three reasons why Chris­
tians should make their days count: because of the brevity of life, because life is filled with 
burdens and struggles, and because embracing God "lets us have beauty in our lives." He 
admonished: "Find, fqllow and finish the will of God. This will leave a legacy for others to 
follow Christ. Our success is based on being able to pass on tlie baton to others after we're 
gone." (Photo by Kelly McWilliams) • 

Panelists say 
values needed 
in education 

Workshop targets need for better worship 

By Ray Waddle 
Nashville Tennessean 

NASHVILLE (BP)-Teach­
ing values, with or without reli­
gion, is the only way public 
schools can win back public sup­
port in a time of "massive disen­
chantment," panelists on a First • 
Amendment round table said 
Feb. 1. 

And the First Amendment 
Center in Nashville, which as­
sembled the panel of 22 academ- • 
ics, lawyers and journalists, is 
mobilizing to do something 
about it. 

• "Our quest is to try to take the 
great resources of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity School, the law school 
and Peabody Teachers College 
and then craft some sort of mod­
el that would help students learn 
about values and about religion," 
said John Seigenthaler, chairman 
of the First Amendment Center. 

The First Amendment Center 
envisions a curriculum that 
teachers nationally could use to 
teach values without sliding into 
a constitutional problem of en­
dorsing explicit religions, said 
Seigenthaler, who also is chair­
man emeritus of The Tennesse­
an daily newspaper in Nashville. 

The failure of classrooms to 
□ See Panel says ... , page B 

By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

The modem church needs better 
worship more than it needs better 
worship services, a seminary profes­
sor said in a workshop sponsored by 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention last 
week. 

True worship must begin with in­
dividual believers responding daily to 
God, said Bruce Leafblad, professor 
of church music and worship at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Leafblad addressed about 70 peo­
ple at the Jan. 31-Feb. 1 worship 
workshop held at the Kentu_cky Bap-

tist Building. He outlined biblical pas­
sages related to the theology of wor­
ship, models for worship and worship 
design. 

In a study based on John 4, Leaf­
blad said God is seeking worshippers, 
not workers. God desires to bring 
people to him to worship, not just to 
do the work of the church, he added. 

Further, true worship must be ini­
tiated by God summoning people, not 
by people summoning God, Leafblad 
explained. 

He described three kinds of wor­
ship: true worship, false worship and 
vain worship. 

False worship is worshipping the 
wrong god, which is any god but the 

God of.the Bible, Leafblad said. Vain 
worship is worshipping the right God 
in the wrong way. 

"Vain worship is the greatest sin 
of the modem church," he declared. 
"Worship is not just external behav­
ior. No matter how orthodox, how 
biblical the behavior may be, God 
looks at the heart." 

True worship is not bound by time 
or place, Leafblad continued. "If the 
only time your folks worship is on 
Sunday morning, they don't know 
what it is." 

Ultimately, Christians should seek 
to worship God "in Spirit" and "in 
truth" as suggested in John 4:24, he 
□ See God seeks worshippers ... , page 3 

Kentuckians introduced to sex ed materials 
• By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-Sex. Why are so 
many Christians unwilling to tell their 
children that it's good and part of 
God's plan-within the confines of 
marriage? • 

Karl Babb posed that question, and 
many others, at the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's annual Haworth Con­
ference Jan. 28-29 at Melbourne 
Heights Baptist Church in Louisville. 

"There's a fear that if we talk to 
our children about this, they will be­
come sexually active," said Babb, a 
staff member with the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School Board's family 
ministry department. "Well, they're 
already talking about it more than we 

know, and our silence is causing 
problems." 

To emphasize the point, he dis­
played a quote from a commentator 
on NBC-TV's "Dateline:" "Remem­
ber, by the time your kids hit 12 or 
13, they've already seen a decade's 
worth of sex in the media. So if you 
don't teach them what you want them 
to learn, they'll simply learn it flip­
ping channels." 

"Christian Sex Education" was the 
theme of this year's conference, de­
signed by the KBC' s family ministry 
department to teach church leaders 
how to train parents to talk with their 
children about sex. 

The centerpiece of the campaign is 
a six-volume Christian sex education 
series published last summer by the 

Sunday School Board. The books are 
designed for young children (ages 4-
6), middle age (7-9), pre-adolescents 
(10-12) and teen-agers. 

The series includes a guide for par­
ents and church leaders, plus one for 
couples titled "Celebrating Sex In 
Your Marriage." 

Babb said the top market for the 
series so far has been young parents, 
with more than 4,000 sets sold in 
eight months. 

'The positive response we've had 
has been amazing," he said. "Parents 
have told us, 'We're in desperate 
straits and we've needed this materi­
al.' They say they buy the sets so their 
children can grow up with (the 
books)." 
□ See New sex education ... , page 9 
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BAPTISTS 
Seminary trustees limit alumni events 
By Marv Knox. 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary no longer will 
sponsor exhibits or alumni gatherings 
at meetings of groups it believes com­
pete with the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. 

The new policy will terminate the 
school's presence at meetings of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, sem­
inary administrators confirmed. The 
seminary's trustee executive commit­
tee approved the policy Feb. 1. 

The decision follows a motion to 
that effect presented at the 1993 SBC 
annual meeting. The motion "discour­
aged" seminary alumni associations 
from meeting at Fellowship gather­
ings and threatened to delete the six 
SBC seminaries' Cooperative Pro­
gram budget support if they failed to 
comply. 

The seminaries' total 1993-94 Co­
operative Program allocation is more 
than $28 million, of which Southern 

• is to receive $5.99 million. 
The new policy will prevent future 

exhibits and alumni dinners, said Tom 
Mabe, vice president for institutional 
advancement. 

The policy says the seminary 
"takes seriously its responsibility to 
maintain trust and allegiance with" 
the s:ac and its responsibility "to 
reach out to the (SBC's) diverse con­
stituency." 

"As a statement of affirmation and 
• trust with the Southern Baptist Con­

vention," it adds, "Southern Seminary 
wiU not exhibit nor hold meetings in 
connection with the assembly of any 
group in competition with the South­
ern Baptist Convention or the Coop­
erative Program." 

The new policy does not specifi­
calfy cite any organization, Mabe 
stressed. 

"Some thought went into that," he 
saicf "There are other groups that are 
not ·part of the SBC whose relation­
ships probably would continue." 

For example, the seminary spon­
sors state and national meetings of 
alumni affiliated with the American 

wdJakr 

Baptist Churches, he said, adding 
those gatherings will continue. 

Despite the policy, the seminary 
still intends to seek relationships with 
alumni who affiliate with the Fellow­
ship, Mabe reported. 

"We have very aggressive plans to 
have regional roundtables to reach out 
to all our alumni and ask them to talk 
about what's going on at the seminary 
and express their opinions," he said. 

"These meetings will not be offi­
cial organizations or chapters of the 
seminary alumni association, but 
groups where we invite all alumni to 
come together and discuss the semi­
nary." 

Seminary President Al Mohler 
"will meet with any group as long as 
it's not part of the overall Fellowship 
meeting or the Kentucky Baptist Fel­
lowship meeting or whatever," Mabe 
noted. 

Alumni association President 
Howard Cobble said he hopes South­
ern will maintain all its alumni ties. 

"I think we must be careful not to 
lose contact with the alumni of South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary," 
said Cobble, pastor of Severns Valley 
Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 

"All of them, whether in the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship or not, 
have attended the school. Many of 
them have sacrificed for her well-be~ 
ing and have supported the school. 
There must be found some way to 
continue a loving relationship with all 
alumni." 

The decision to close off one ave­
nue of relating to alumni will hurt the 
seminary, predicted David Wilkin­
son, the Fellowship's communica­
tions coordinator and formerly South­
em's vice president for seminary re­
lations. 

"The purpose of the resource fair 
at our general assembly is to offer a 
service to Baptist churches and indi-

• victuals," he said. "The invitation to 
participate was extended to the semi­
nary's alumni association in good 
faith and in the Fellowship's spirit of 
openness and inclusiveness. 

"I was a little surprised that the 
trustees felt compelled to respond 

when the invitation was extended to 
the seminary's alumni association, 
not to the board of trustees" he added, 
"Their attitude may be disappointing 
to those Southern Baptists who chose 
to contribute more than $125,000 to 
the seminary through the Fellowship 
last year." 

Some schools' alumni associa­
tions are independently incorporated. 
But Southem's is directly connected 
to the seminary, Mabe said. 

In other business, the trustee exec-
utive committee: . 

I Voted to move forward with ar­
chitectural work on the final phase of 
the school's campus center. 

Allocation of $1 million of a gify 
from Walter and Georgia Chiles of 
Eustis, Fla., "puts the seminary at 50 
percent of funding for the new wing," 
Mohler said. The wing is to feature a 
cafeteria and conference/continuing 
education space, he added. 

The projected cost is $4.14 mil­
lion, and the seminary has $2.2 mil- · 
lion in hand. 

I Responded to another 1993 SBC 
motion, declining to change the way 
it allocates severance benefits. 

Trustees approved essentially the 
same response they did to a similar 
1992 motion, Mohler noted. 

The statement says: "Southern 
Seminary trustees have exercised ap­
propriate and responsible stewardship 
of all institutional funds .... The semi­
nary provides severance compensa­
tion on the basis of established con­
tractual policies." 

I Heard a report that final fall en­
rollment was 2,300. 

That number marks a 2 percent in­
crease over fall 1992, Mohler noted. 
A previous report, which listed the 
fall enrollments of all SBC: seminar­
ies, was developed too early to in­
clude reports from Southern's exten­
sion centers, he said. So, the early re­
port showed a 4 percent enrollment 
decrease, which was reversed when 
extension center enrollments were 
tabulated. 

I Learned .that enrollment for new 
students this spring is up from 110 last 
year to 145 this year. • 

Mims & Rainer named deans 
LOUISVILLE (BP)- Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary has 
named an Alabama pastor and a cur -
rent faculty member to deanships. 

Thom Rainer, senior pastor of 
Green Valley Baptist Church in Bir­
mingham, Ala., will head the semi­
nary's new Billy Graham school of 
missions, evangelism and church 
growth, and Lloyd Mims, associate 
professor of church music, will lead 
the school of church music. 

laude from the University of Alabama 
in 1976. He earned the master of di­
vinity degree from Southern in 1985 
and a doctor of philosophy degree in 
evangelism in 1988. 

Mims, 43,joined the seminary fac­
ulty in 1984 after completing the doc-
tor of musical arts degree. • 

He has served on the church staffs 
of Highland Baptist Church and Ken­
wood Baptist Church, both in Louis­
ville; Collins (Miss.) Baptist Church; 
and Bethany Baptist Church in Prent­
iss, Miss. 

In addition to his degree from 
Southern, Mims earnf:d the master of 
music and the bachelor of music edu­
cation degrees from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and has done 
post-doctoral study at the Julliard 
School and the America/Italy Society. 

Don't worry. Our church voted 3 to 1 that this doesn't exist. 

Rainer, 38, has been senior pastor 
of Green Valley Baptist Church since 
1990. His previous pastorates include 
Azalea Baptist Church in St. Peters­
burg, Fla.; Hopewell Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Hopewell Baptist 
Church in Madison, Ind. Rainer also 
has taught as an adjunct professor at 
Samford University's Beeson Divini­
ty School, Tampa Bay Theological 
Seminary (branch of Dallas Theolog­
ical Seminary) and Southern Semi­
nary. 

He also has sung numerous.opera 
and oratorio roles with several com­
panies, including the Kentucky Op­
era, Louisville Bach Society and Lou­
isville Orchestra. • Rainer graduated summa cum 
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KENTUCKY 
Baptists called to help in 'Year of Foster Family' 

FRANKFORT- Gov. Brereton 
Jones has declared 1994 the "Year of 
the Foster Family," and officials of 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
hope Baptists statewide will respond. 

There is a critical need for foster 
families- particularly those willing 
to help in situations such as sibling 
groups, pregnant teens and children 
with emotional problems, said Au­
drey Puryear, director of program ser­
vices with the Baptist agency. 

"Many children needing foster 
care have survived very tough cir­
cumstances," the governor said in 
making his proclamation. "If we are 
to _help these youngsters deal with 
their anger and pain so they can grow 
up with self-respect and compassion 
in our increasingly violent society, 
foster families are absolutely vital." 

Providing foster care is one way 

for Kentucky Baptists to live out their 
Christian faith, said Larry Owens, di­
rector of family services for Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. 

"Many individuals and families 
are looking for ways to minister in 
their communities," he noted. "Foster 
care provides them an opportunity to 
have a profound impact on a child's . 
life and the life of his or her family." 

Owens said the need for foster care 
rises from various factors. 

"Raising a child in today's world 
is a very difficult task, and some par­
ents need help in how to best care for 
their children. Foster care allows the 
children to be safe and cared for while 
the parents make the adjustments 
needed to make the family whole 
again. 

"Other families become so over­
whelmed by the pressures in today's 

society that they are unable to ade­
quately care for their children," he 
continued. "Homelessness, poverty, 
substance abuse- these are all factors 
that make it difficult for families to 
stay intact." 

And in some cases, foster care is 
needed to protect children from 
abuse, he said. "These children need 
the stability, nurture and love that a 
Christian foster home can offer." 

Married couples or single adults 
may serve as foster parents through 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren. Appplicants must meet licens­
ing standards required by the state and 
additional standards set by Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. 

Foster parents receive a stipend to 
help with the expenses of caring for 
the foster child. 

Owens said prospectivefoster par-

ents should enjoy being with children, 
have the ability to be flexible and be 
able to work well with a team. 

And while a house or apartment 
must meet certain standards, provid­
ing a showplace is not the need, 
Owens said. "Patience, love and un­
derstanding are the most important 
furnishings of a Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children foster home." 

Foster parenting isn't for every­
one, Owens admitted, "but we en­
courage anyone who has a special 
burden for hurting children and a real 
gift to work with them to give us a 
call. It's a tremendous way to impact 
a child's life." 

For more information about be­
coming a foster parent, call Pam Rat­
cliffe at (800) 456-1386 or (502) 245-
2101. In West Kentucky, call Mark 
Shoemake at (502) 885-1911. 

UK students get 'Back to Basics' with campus revival 
. __ r.;rz-r· ,,: 
P!·? 

"'"' .. ,r .. , By Doug Eades 
University of Kentucky BSU 

LEXINGTON- Students at the 
University of Kentucky had a chance 

1 to get "Back to the Basics of Life" last 
week during a campus-wide revival 
on that theme led by Steve Ayers, pas­
tor of Hillvue Heights Baptist Church 
in Bowling Green. 

About 200 students and faculty 
members attended each night's ser­
vice .in the Student Center theater. 

The revival was sponsored by the 
university's Baptist Student Union as 
an outreach to all students on campus. 
Organizers included other campus 
groups as well. 

AL TAR CALL Students at the University of Kentucky pray at the altar during revival servic-

Teams from the BSU, Wesleyan 
Foundation and Christian Student 
Foundation provided a variety of wor­
ship experiences. The Southern Bap­
tist Home Mission Board'.s "Mis­
sionsUSA Live" team also per-es on campus last week. • 
formed. 

Ayers urged students to think 
about following Jesus Christ rather 
than any denomination. He also en­
couraged students to own their faith 
and, like the prophet Nehemiah, weep 
more for the lost people around them. 

Ayers · challenged the students 
each night to consider this question: 
"What would your life be like if you 
totally surrendered to the Holy Spir­
it?" 

Students responded by coming 
forward each night to . praise God in 
prayer and to pray for strength in tak­
ing God's message to the campus. 

'This revival has been a real op­
portunity for the movement of God's 
Spirit and has been a concentrated 
time for students to be re-exposed to 
the gospel," said BSU Director H.K. 
Kingkade. 

Ayers told sbldents the real reviv­
al was not what had happened during 
the four nights of meetings, but was 
just starting. 

God seeks worshippers more than workers, Leafblad says 
Continued from page 1 
said. 

Worship services should facilitate 
a conversation between the believer 
and God, Leafblad said. 

He spoke at length about how Isa­
iah 6 offers a model. for designing 
worship and worship services. 

Worship should begin with the 
revelation of God's presence, person, 
power, purposes and plans, Leafblad 
said. "If there is no revelation, there is 
no worship. There may be a service, 
but not worship." 

The second component is adora­
tion of God, he said. "Adoration is our 
first line of response to God's revela­
tion. Everything we do in worship is 
in response to God." 

Unlike the model of the Roman 
church, true worship should begin 
with God and his greatness rather than 
people and their needs, Leafblad ex­
plained. 

Adoration should be followed by 
confession, he continued, because 
"God not only reveals himself, he re­
veals us to us." 

Worship leaders can give the peo­
ple all kinds of reasons to confess 

their sins, Leafblad said, "but seeing 
God is enough." 

The fourth component is expia­
tion, or forgiveness, he said. "Expia­
tion is God's reponse to our confes­
sion." 

Due to a strong emphasis on sal­
vation decisions, Baptists have "put 
all our forgiveness eggs in one bas-

ket," Leafblad charged. Forgiveness 
is not just a one-time act but also a 
daily need, he added. 

The fifth part of the Isaiah 6 model 
is proclamation. • 

Leafblad said preachers ought to 
craft their sermons as part of the larg­
er conversation with God going on in 
the worship service. "You can't plan 

a sermon apart from the rest of the 
service." 

The goal of the sermon should be 
to reveal the purposes of God, he ex­
plained. And the sermon should be 
directed to all the people, not just to­
ward those who might make what 
Leafblad called "the big three" deci­
sions- salvation, rededication and 
transfer of letter. 

''The rest of the people have been 
left off the hook for so long they don't 
know what to do when the sermon is 
over," he ·said. 

God expects the preacher to deliv­
er a message to all worshippers and 
for all worshippers to respond in some 
way, Leafblad said. "When God puts 
food on the table, God's word is for 
everyone and he expects everyone to 
eat." 

The sixth component of worship 
should be dedication, the professor 
said. This is the response tied to proc­
lamation. 

Finally, worship should conclude 
with a commission, Leafblad said. 
Just as God calls people to worship, 
he sends them out again to be his mes­
sengers in the world. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Bob Simpkins, 
Kentucky Brotherhood 
director, is currently 
serving as national on­
site coordinator for 
Southern Baptist disaster 
relief efforts in Southern 
California. He is 
coordinating the work of 
disaster relief units from 
six states with the 
American Red Cross. 
Through Feb. 2, 
Southern Baptist units 
had served 600,000 
meals to displaced 
residents and rescue 
workers. 

■ John Burt has 
resigned as president of 
Baptist Regional Medical 
Center in Corbin. Burt 
resigned for personal 
reasons and, at his 
request, his resignation • 
was effective Jan. 31 . Ed 
Vaughn, president of 
Baptist Healthcare 
System, will direct the 
hospital's affairs until a 
new president is named. 

■ Cumberland College 
honored Karen Manning 
West with the Mary 
Mildred Sullivan Award 
and Doug Grote with the 
Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award Jan. 24. 
The awards are 
presented annually to a 
man and woman in the • 
senior class who have 
made significant 
contributions to college 
life and demonstrated 
outstanding spiritual 
values. 

■ A conference on 
church ministry to 
children and their 
families in crisis will be 
held March 5 at 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. Sponsored by . 
the seminary's Gheens 
Center for Christian 
Family Ministry, the 
event will be led by 
Kathryn Chapman, 
professor of Christian 
education. She will speak 
about issues facing 
church leaders who care 
for children and their 
families. For information, 
call (502) 893-4315. 
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6470. Institutional columns on 
an inside page are paid space. 

Claims made by advertisers 
are not necessarily those of 

the Western Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

Directors: Don Mantooth, 
Morehead, chairman; Tom 

Curry, Louisville, vice 
chairman; Kay Trisler, 

Harrodsburg, secretary; Jim 
Abernathy, Covington; Glenn 

Durham, Harlan; Rusty 
Ellison, Benton; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Isaac 
McDonald, Elizabethtown; 

June B. Rice, Paintsville; John 
Searcy, Franklin; William 

Tharman, Lexington; James 
Weaver, Madisonville. 

OPINION 
'Protect this jewel' 

In "Legislation will touch on mor- . 
als," (WR, Jan. 18), Mark Wingfield 
noted one of the gun-control mea­
sures was being supported by an un­
likely source-the Kentucky chapter 
of the National Rifle Association. 
Why is this considered unlikely? 

In an era of deception and misin­
formation, less-than-honorable politi­
cians with their media accomplices 
disdain the truth as long as their own 
ideology is promoted. One aspect of 
Jesus is the truth. In today's public 
and political arena, the truth is the first 
virtue to fall. 

A case in point: Sen. Howard 
Metzenbaum claimed victory over the 
evil NRA by getting "his" cop-killer 
bullet legislation passed. What he in­
troduced was a bill designed to cir­
cumnavigate the Second Amendment 
by not banning firearms but virtually 
all center-fire ammunition that feeds 
your favorite deer rifle, and, yes, it 
can kill a cop. 

What was passed was the NRA­
submitted legislation that banned for 
civilian use all Teflon-coated bullets 
which can penetrate body armor. 
Metzenbaum claimed victory, and the 
medta supported the lie. 

During the Constitutional Conven­
tion, our forefathers opened every 
meeting with prayer. They sought di­
vine inspiration in forming our U.S. 
Constitution. The Second Amend­
ment is one part of that inspired docu­
ment. The goal of the NRA is simply 
fd'pfoiect this jewel from illegal leg­
islation. The NRA also seeks to pun-· 
ish the evil-doer-those who have no 
respect for freedom or natural law. 

Chuck Estridge 
Williamstown 

!A~tree has fallen' 
In a mountain area considered re­

mote by most Kentucky "flatlanders," 
a mighty tree has fallen. And in its 
falling, the earth around it trembled. 

The president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute was no ordinary man, though 
he would deny he had any marks of 
greatness. Modesty characterized his 
life, and his lifestyle, to such an ex­
tent that it was somewhat uncomfort­

Blameless preachers 
In the "Nothing sacred" letter 

(WR, Jan. 18), the statement was 
made that there is '.'nothing hidden, 
nothing sacred." 

Jesus showed compassion to those 
who recognized they were sinners. 
But to those who wore a religious 
cloak of self-righteousness and com­
mitted the sins they preached against, 
he removed their cloak because they 
were a stumbling block to those who 
knew they were sinners. 

The pulpit is a sacred place, and 
adultery defiles it. How about the ef- • 
feet on people when they have 
learned of a pastor's sin and never see 
it denounced? The lost expect a Chris­
tian to stand against sin, and new con­
verts need to know it carries grave 
consequences. 

The writer said, "A preacher is 
God's man; he should be respected." 
Jim Jones, Jim Bakker and David 
Koresh were all preachers. Were they 
God's men? People respected them at 
the cost of life and fortune. 

A God-called preacher will be re­
spected because a life lived consistent 
with what he preaches will earn him 
that respect from God's people. We 
are not talking "perfection," but we do 
expect those who occupy our pulpits 
to meet the biblical qualifications of 
"blameless." 

Too long we have excused sin 
. with the adage, "Well, nobody's per­

fect." God understands and still re­
quires that he be "blameless." Paul 
understood. He said, "I bring my 
body under subjection that I might not 
become a castaway," no longer quali­
fied to do what God called him to do. 

Joyce Paul 
Louisville 

sometimes telling me the amount of a 
check, though never by name. I think 
it was on this occasion that I realized 
these letters were sometimes reflect­
ed in his weekly columns in the West­
ern Recorder. These letters were very 
personal to him and in them, I think, 
he often found refuge and renewal. 

With his untimely death, I consid­
er providential our last time together, 
just a bit over a year ago. Alice had 
joined me, and we stayed in the old 

able to be in his presence. 
ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

hand-cut stone house atop 
the hill which Barkley 
called home, though he 
rarely slept there. We slept 
in the room His mother has 
always provided me when 
I was there for an over- . 
night and especially dur­
ing the Mountain Missions 
Conferences. 

Barkley Moore was a 
single-focused leader, and 
Oneida was his foc'us. A 
product of the institution, a 
descendant of its founders, 
and except for a few years 
of advanced academic 
preparation and Peace 
Corps service, it was the 
only life he knew. 

His propensity for 
work, his drivenness for 
the school and his body 

Following an afternoon 
of touring the campus 

William W. Marshall again, with special atten­

size ultimately merged as powerful 
streams into a flood that prematurely 
swept away his life. I expressed my 
personal concern for him over the 
years during visits there when we had 
quality time together, alone.· He usu­
ally smiled and graciously accepted 
these concerns as from a friend. 

• Often our conversations were "af­
ter-hours," in his office; he in his chair 
behind his desk and I on the couch 
where he sometimes slept. 

On one such occasion, he opened 
mail as we talked, glancing at letters, 
sometimes reading me a passage, 

tion to the newest build­
ings, renovations and acquisitions, we 
had "supper" in the cafeteria. Later 
that evening, on up until nearly mid­
night, we sat in the Moore parlor 
while he walked us through photo­
graphs, artifacts and other memorabil­
ia reflecting his seven-year Peace 
Corps experience, something I had 
long hoped he would tell me about. 
Before he let me drive him back to the 
campus, we set a time for our journey 
away from campus next day. 

The next afternoon, having agreed 
to "pass" on supper, we set out. Since 
Barkley did not drive, I was chauf-

The ministry affirmed 
As I near the completion of my 

ministry, I receive satisfaction by re­
flecting upon its extension. 

It began in my first pastorate when 
I won my older brother, Carl, to the 
Lord. At Florence, it was missionary 
Jean Bach and chaplain Robert 
Campbell. At Corbin Central, it was 
C.L. Disney, Hugh Brooks, Truman 
Mays and Harold Mauney. At 
Pikeville, it was Thomas Caudill, Car- · 
oline Caudill Jukes, Larry Keene, 
John George Blackburn and Troy 
Tackett. And in a meeting at Meta, 
Keith Blair was exposed to the gos­
pel. 

At Third Baptist Owensboro, it 
was Paula Settle, now in Togo. At 
Latonia, itis Peter Bingham, now in 
Georgia. 

Many more weekly witness in the 
marketplace, then return to their 
churches on -Sunday as deacons, 
teachers and encouragers. 

Not for a moment would I infer 
that I called these-God did. I am 
only grateful that for a short while I 
could share in their spiritual pilgrim­
age. 

I am sure others can produce a 
much longer list. If so, they can join 
me in agreeing with John, who wrote, 
"I have no greater joy than tb hear that 
my children follow the truth" (3 John 
4). 

It just seemed to me that it might 
be the right time to affirm a good 
word for the ministry, its satisfaction, 
joys and hope. 

I am grateful for 59 years of min­
istry. God has been good. But I am 
glad it doesn't stop with me. 

Harold Wainscott 
Taylor Mill 

feur. Although we would visit several 
Oneida properties well away from the 
campus, one lingers, now more poi­
gnantly. 

Up U.S. 11 a mile or so toward 
Manchester, he directed me onto a 
gravel and dirt road. Within a few 
minutes, we were in sight of a small 
family graveyard. We parked not far 
from the short fence gate which per­
mitted us access, Barkley leading the 
way. 

It had been a hot mid-summer's 
day, but the late afternoon sun had 
grown merciful, and neither we nor he 
were in a hurry to get somewhere else. 

It is a pleasant place; unpretentious 
stones marking generations of Bark­
ley's kin, now resting silently as a 
family . This, he said to us, would be 
his resting place, unaware that it 
would be so soon, or that the rising 
waters along the road would delay his 
burial for a few days. 

I suppose I had made more than 20 
trips to Oneida in the past but only on 
this journey had he invited us here to 
this quiet place. 

I will visit again that special place 
where he now rests. And I will re­
member that summer afternoon. But 
he will not be there. He will still be 
walking the campus of Oneida-in 
the lives of staff, faculty and friends 
of the school. 

. Most especially, Barkley Moore 
will be present in the several thousand 
graduates whom he knew by name. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
Donate blood: Roll up your sleeve and save a life 

America's blood supply is about resuscitated, but it still needs a trans­
fusion from you. 

The country's store of blood recently dipped to a historic low, said 
Marcia Lane of the American Association of Blood Banks. 

"In January, we had the most significant national blood shortage in 
anyone's memory," said Lane, whose organization works with 2,400 
blood banks nationwide. The AABB' s members, including the Ameri­
can Red Cross, process about 80 percent of the nation's blood supply. 

The January shortage bottomed out when an earthquake rocked Los 
Angeles and a blizzard crippled much of the Midwest and Northeast. It 

. may have been the severest shortage since the depths of World War II. 
"Over 40 metropolitan areas had to make urgent appeals for blood 

donation," Lane said. 
Kentucky wasn't immune, said spokespersons from two blood banks 

that cover most of the state. 
"The snowstorm canceled over 2,000 units ( of blood) that were to be 

collected through blood drives," reported Amy Walter of the American 
Red Cross blood service's Louisville region. The facility covers 64 coun­
ties and 61 hospitals in parts of three states. "We experienced a critical 
shortage during January," she said. 

"During the snowstorm, we had to postpone elective surgeries in all 
our hospitals," noted Marsha Berry of the Central Kentucky Blood Cen­
ter in Lexington. The center serves 54 counties and 68 hospitals in cen­
tral and eastern Kentucky. 

The center's blood supply was 500 units below its 2,200-pint mini­
mum, "the lowest supply ever," Berry said. 

The nation's demand for blood is staggering. "We need 40,000 peo­
ple to donate blood in this country every day, just for routine patient 
care," Lane reported. The Central Kentucky Blood Center provides about 
150 units per day. The Louisville region should take in 2,200 units week­
ly. 

Reaction to the winter plea for blood put color into the system's 

cheeks, but it's still not back to normal. 
"We've gotten tremendous response from the American people," 

Lane said. "Communities in the worst situations have the minimum two 
days' supply; some others have the requisite seven days'." 

"We're approaching our minimum inventory level right now- about 
a three-day supply," Walter said of the Louisville center. However, the 
center critically needs O-positive and A-negative blood, she added. 

"We're still in a recovery period," Berry reported from Lexington. 
"But we look to be OK on each level." 

Winter weather and an annual post-Christmas lull pulled the blood 
supply abnormally far down. But other factors also diminish the blood 
supply. Among them: 

I Fear of AIDS. "People out there still think they can catch the HIV 
virus from donating blood," said Melanie Cook of the Red Cross in Lou­
isville. "That's a fallacy. It's untrue. A new needle is used for every 
donor; there is no way they can catch that virus from donating blood." 

I Donor attrition. Older people who began donating regularly during 
World War II are fading out, and the younger generation is not as moti­
vated to donate, Walter said. "We're trying to educate in the high schools. 
It's critical to get 17-year-olds to contribute and become regular donors." 

I Blood safeguards. Procedures to keep the blood supply safe-elim­
inating from the donor pool people whose blood could be contaminat­
ed-have reduced the number of potential donors, Lane noted. 

Christians, whose biblical mandate admonishes them to care for peo­
ple in need, should be foremost among blood donors. The procedure is 
simple, quick and painless. 

Churches can supply leadership by sponsoring blood drives. The 
blood centers provide promotion, staff and expertise, and the churches 
provide space, time and donors. For information, call Walter at (800) 
732-1267 in the Louisville region and western Kentucky, or call Lexing­
ton's donor resources office at (606) 276-2534. 

Marv Knox 

Congregations can join the fight against resurgent.racism 
A Binningham Baptist pastor tells 

the story about a group of hooded 
men dressed in white robes running 
down the aisle of his church when he 
was a child. Their action frightened 
him. 

isiana? 
Can you imagine what fear people 

of color feel when elected leaders talk 
about immigration controls? 

We would like to think that civil 
rights legislation 

Can you imag­
ine what an African 
American child 
feels when a cross 

GUEST EDITORIAL 
ended racism. But 
racism is back in 
force: The Willie 

is burned in his neighborhood? 
Can you imagine what black Bap­

tists think when white Baptist leaders 
remain silent about the popularity of 
racist politicians, such as David Duke 
in the white/Protestant section of Lou-

Horton ad. The 
code-word "quota." Duke's success 
in politics. Hate signs. Graffiti on col­
lege campuses. 

Race Relations Sunday is Feb. 13. 
What must local Baptist churches do 
about resurgent racism? 

I Proclaim that racism is wrong. 
The denunciation of racism must 

be proclaimed as part of the total 
Christian gospel. 

I Practice respect for all races and 
ethnic groups. 

We must recognize that "in Christ" 
we are colorblind brothers &nd sisters, 
as the Apostle Paul did when he asked 
Philemon to treat Onesimus as a 
brother. 

I Oppose political racism. 
Challenge campaigns of politi­

cians who spread the divisiveness of 
racism in our country. 

I Change lives. 

Emphasize that Christians cha~ 
racial attitudes through changed 
hearts and that with changed hearts 
Christians must take initiatives which 
develop unity in diversity. 

The local church has the responsi­
bility and opportunity to make a dif­
ference by actively working to break 
down the racial barriers in schools, 
the workplace and especially within 
the community of faith. 

Will the local church stand up at 
this crucial time for love and justice? 

John Dunaway, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Corbin 

"Donating blood is 
a wonderful gift. 
One unit of blood 
can save up to four 
lives. You don't 
have to donate 
money; just pull up 
your sleeve and 
donate an hour of 
your time. It 
probably is the 
best hour you'll 
spend." 
Melanie Cook 
American Red Cross 
Louisville 

Race Relations 
Sunday is Feb. 13. 
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NATION 
. CLC again asks high court to replace 'Lemon' test 

The CLC favors a 
test based on the 

principle of 
accommodation of 

religion, thereby 
promoting 

"benevolent 
neutrality" by the 

government toward 
the church. 

WASHINGTON (BP)- The 
Southern Baptist Christian.Life Com­
mission has repeated its call for the 
U.S. Supreme Court to revise its two­
decade-old standard in cases involv­
ing the separation of church and state. 

In a friend-of-the-court brief, the 
CLC contends the 1971 "Lemon test" 
has fostered secularism and hostility, 
not neutrality, toward religion. 

The CLC urges the court instead 
to establish a test based on the princi­
ple of accommodation of religion, 
thereby promoting "benevolent neu­
trality" by the government toward the 
church. 

The case, Kiryas Joel Village 
School District vs. Grumet, concerns 
the New York legislature' s creation of 

a school district for disabled children 
in the incorporated community of an 
orthodox Jewish sect. The lower 
courts ruled the action violates the 
First Amendment' s establishment 
clause. 

The New Y o:rk Court of Appeals 
decided the legislature's action prima­
rily advanced religion, thereby violat­
ing the second part of the Lemon test, 
the Supreme Court' s standard in es­
tablishment cases. 

The Lemon test, which was insti­
tuted in the 1971 Lemon vs. Kurtz­
man opinion, requires a government 
activity to pass a three-part standard. 
To avoid being a violation of church­
state separation, Lemon says an activ­
ity must have a secular purpose, not 

primarily advance or inhibit religion 
and not foster excessive entanglement 
with religion. 

As it first did in its 1991 brief in 
the Lee vs. Weisman case, the CLC 
recommends a test based on a legal 
article by University of Chicago Law 
School professor Michael McCon­
nell. The suggested test includes the 
following guidelines: 

I Does the state action allow or 
accommodate independent religious 
choice? 

I Does the state action interfere 
with the religious liberty of non-ad­
herents by inducing or coercing them 
to alter their religious practices? 

I Does the state action go beyond 
accommodation and show favoritism 

toward one religious choice which 
would not be shown to other religious 
or non-religious choices? 

I Does the state action use the tax­
ing and spending power of govern­
ment to provide some financial incen­
tive, benefit or penalty to a particular 
religious activity which is not given 
to other religious or non-religious al­
ternatives? 

The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public • Affairs will sign onto a brief 
on the opposite side of the issue from 
the CLC, said General Counsel Brent 
Walker. While the BJC' s brief will 
agree with the lower court ruling, it 
will focus on defending the "neutrali­
ty principle" in the Lemon test, Walk­
er said. 

Should Christians run prisons? Tony Campolo thinks so 
Campolo's idea is 

to set up facilities 
of "restoration and 
restitution" where 
inmates would be 

confronted by 
victims of their 
crimes and pay . 

restitution directly 
to them . 

PHILADELPHIA (RNS)-
Should religious gr:oups run prisons, 
just as they do schools, hospitals and 
other institutions? 

Some religious leaders are floating 
the idea as states begin to consider let­
ting the private sector manage pris­
ons. If the idea catches on, "privatiza­
tion" could mean "evangelization" in 
some U.S. prisons. • 

The latest call for Christian prisons 
comes from noted evangelical writer 
and educator Anthony Campolo. 

"Christians should be given an 
equal shot at building prisons," Cam­
polo said in a written plea issued at 
year's end. He called for the creation 
of "small Christian prisons" rooted in 
principles of rehabilitation and re­
demption, not mere punishment. 

But the idea is drawing fire from 
some segments of the religious com­

"'Thtffiity with long-standing interests in 
prison reform. 

"I think it is the worst idea I have 
ever heard in my life," said Jane Motz 
of the American Friends Service 
Committee, based in Philadelphia. 
The Quaker organization advocates 

prison reform, but not this kind. 
"Prisons are for punishment, and 

that' s not what the religious commu­
nity is all about," Motz said. 

Campolo's idea is to set up facili­
ties of "restoration and restitution" 
with a maximum of 30 inmates. They 
would be confronted by victims of 
their crimes and pay restitution direct­
ly to them. Offenders also would 
learn skills for use in the marketplace. 

Last year the Catholic bishop of 
West Virginia attracted national inter­
est when he said the church might 
want to take charge of some prisons. 

"I'm raising the question more . 
than suggesting the answer," said 
Bishop Bernard Schmitt of the Dio­
cese of Wheeling and Charleston, 
which ministers to inmates at a near­
by federal prison for women. 

Schmitt, in comments to reporters, 
said running prisons could become 
part of the church's "mission to heal, 
rehabilitate and re-socialize." 

The fledgling movement toward 
religious prisons also may run into a 
wall of separation between church 
and state. In fact, a more limited ex-

NATIONAL NOTES 

periment in religious prison life bas 
caused a constitutional raucous in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

There, the county jail has set up a 
Christian-only wing known to in­
mates as the "God Pod." Residence is 
voluntary, and membership brings 
certain privileges. For one thing, pris­
oners in the pod can stay up late at 
night to watch Christian television. 
They also have access to religious 
videos and magazines. • 

Claiming the Christian wing offers 
special benefits on account of reli­
gious preference, the Fort Worth 
chapter of the American Civil Liber­
ties Union has threatened legal action 
to close the unit. Civil libertarians say 
the Christian pod violates the princi­
ples of church-state separation. 

Taking the experiment further­
by placing prisons under religious 
management- would almost certain­
ly invite constitutional challenges, ac­
cording to church-state observers. 

Putting churches in charge could 
mean "the government is delegating 
its authority to religion, and the Su­
preme Court has ·held that as uncon-

stitutional," said Steven Green, legal 
counsel to Americans United for Sep­
aration of Church and State, an advo- • 
cacy and watchdog group in Silver 
Spring, Md. 

There are no church-run prisons in 
the United States, but one American­
based evangelical group, Prison Fel­
lowship, administers a prison in the 
Brazilian city of Jose Dos Campos. 

"I think it would be a great idea in 
the United States," said Roberto Riv­
era of the Washington-based Prison 
Fellowship, an international ministry 
to prisoners. "But I think we would 
have constitutional restraints." 

Church state problems aside, reli­
gious advocates like Rivera look at 
the currentcorrectional system- pop­
ulated heavily by repeat offenders­
and say they can hardly do worse. 

"Most prisons today are little more 
than incubators for a new generation 
of criminals and do little to rehabili­
tate the offender," said Campolo, who 
heads the Evangelical Association for 
the Promotion of Education, a nation­
al group with headquarters in Phila­
delphia. 

111 Texas upholds sodomy law. The Texas X. ■ Lutherans rethink sex study. 
statute forbidding sodomy has been ·upheld _:· Widespread outrllgeoyer a pr9posed 
by ·th~ Texas Supreme Court: The court's . 'v stateIT)ent on human sexuality,by the ,, 

Southern Baptist Christian Life beHeve church leaders care very much for 
them, and another 19 percent think they 
care quite a bit, according to a Gallup 
Organization poll. But parents, family and 
frfends are perceived as more caring than 
clergy; the poll fouhd .. 

. . Jan.J 2 • rulipg reversed a lovver court ruling C" Evangelical Lutheran Cburch in America 
"',s Jhatthe 13q:year~old lawyiijlates th~;Texas:t ~as c;1used le~d~rs of the 52.fllillion~ . 

con~titutional right fo privacf ••• • •••• memb.er deno!Tlination to back away from 
' . . . ... the document and make "significant ... 

■ . Qqre speaks 3bout faith. Jhpmas_ . , . fc.[nOdificationf'.to the eva!uation process .• 
Jefferson would be surprisecl by the anti-: The statement called masturbation 

~I('t,. reHgJq4s attttudes cyrrently seeking __ tQ i .. healthy, condom. distribution among teens 
[?17 driv~ re·ligion from pub'lic life;Nice· rn: • ..... J a morc1Umperative; h_omosexual marriage a 
• • President ArGore tdl_d Virgin its House of i biblical practice and marriage in general an 

pelegates J;19. 14. ; .. )'. . .>;. Jr r • option;1I §tep _for com.mttt~d gquples. 
7 <He°spoke'at. the secor\d National!)· • "We've had a tremendous' r,esponse," 
Religious FreedomDay,ce'rernony . .. :> •• said Tom Parrish, a Lutheran pastor and 

. ". "The intimidation is not just against the _·.• presid~nJ of an qrgan_ization which 
use.·of the traditional faith language,' but .- opposes the statement "The phones have 
against any s1.1ggesti9n thaFi:>ur various \f been'tinging off.the hook. In the first th_ree 

<,, religiqusfrad.itions h~ve soqiething to say :::, days the ELCAxeceive_d23,0QQ.Phon_~·calls 
• • • •.• a~out the iijlportanc~ of 'cor~ values /__ 'i in protest." • •• • • •• •• •• 

syst~q1s shaping hoW.'f'e live;togeth~ras a·.... ._ ' . 
; people,'! Gore said. -,;t,\· ... :> • ., : <<sL v· ■ CLptestifi~s against Clinton plan,:_· 
, •• ''A 9ry,secularism, d~void of mystery • President Clinton's he~l.th' care proposal 
andpassiori,cahnot breathe life into the ... y.,ould,force churchesand _denqminations, 
valu~s .of our nationA!,,he aqdef • • + ·to: payJo{ aboctions, a)taff member ofthe 

Jif . .).;,:;,.c.z,;-;;•;• 
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• Commis§ion testified before Congress Jan. 
26. "Every·congregation as an employer 
would be coerced to take money from the 
. offering plate and o_ffer it up to • 
abortionists," he charged .• 

■ Simo~ says stop. An .initiativ~ by 
network ·executives eliminates the need for 
legislation to reduce violence on television, 
Sen. Paul Simon said Feb. 1. • • 

Simon, D-111., announced an agreement 
by cable and broadcast network executives 
.to obtain independent monitoring of TV . 
violence. · As a result, the senator said he 
would notintrodu_ce a r~gulatory bill 
prevlously threatened. • • 

However, nine similar measures that 
would. mandate regulation of violence oh. 
TV already have been introduced in 
Congress, and their future remains 
uncertain. . • 

. ■ Teens rate clergy ca~ing. Nearly half Si, 
•·• (48 percent) of theteen-agers inji,rneric,a ·· 

Nearly 20 percent of teens surveyed 
said they do not have enough contact with 
religious leaders for thern to make a • 
difference. And 12 percent of teens were 
unable tOtate their church leaders on 
caring. 

11111 Pentist'hits payoff. Richard Neill, the 
Fort Worth.Texas, dentist who has been 
urging advertisers to stop ~ponsoring the 
"Donahue" TV show, declared a moral •. 
victory when · his local ABC affi Ii ate recently, 
g_ecided t.qcanceUhe sho'-%/ Howeyer, 
another station in the Dallqs:-Fort Worth 
market already has agreed to pick up the 
ca.ntroversial daytime talk show. That won't 

• stop the dentist from campaigning against •• 
stations airing the show dyring tim.~.s 
chjldren atflikely°'to\vatcff,;he saicC,'i; 
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Outspoken Christian leader found dead in Iran 
BRUSSELS, Belgium (BP)-A 

Christian leader in Iran has been 
killed. 

The body of Haik Hovsepian­
Mehr, 49, superintendent of the As­
semblies of God churches in Iran, was 
found with several stab wounds in the 
chest, police told his family Jan. 30. 
One of his sons identified the body 
from a photograph. 

Hovsepian-Mehr, who had been 
working to stop a campaign by the 
Iranian government against evangeli­
cals, is survived by his wife, Takoosh, 
and four children. 

The Tehran Office of Investigation 
told the family Hovsepian-Mehr had 
been killed and buried 10 days earli­
er. Family members said the picture 
showed stitches on the abdomen,' in­
dicating an autopsy had been per­
formed. 

• Christians inside Iran released the 
information through Iranian Chris­
tians living in Europe and the United 
States. 

Hovsepian-Mehr was reported 
missing Jan. 19 when he went to the 
airport in Tehran, Iran's capital, to 
meet a visitor. Christians in Iran ini­
tially delayed publicizing the disap­
pearance for several days, ,since he 
had been detained by police at least 
twice in the past. In each case he was 
released in less than a week. 

One observer familiar with the 
case openly blamed the Iranian gov­
ernment for Hovsepian-Mehr's death. 

"There is no shadow of doubt that 
Haik Hovsepian-Mehr was in the 
hands of government security forces. 
They wanted him to withdraw his in­
vitation to the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva and 
New York to visit Iran," charged 
Patrick Sookhdeo, director of the In­
ternational Institute for the Study of 
Islam and Christianity in London. 

Iranian Christian leaders in Europe 
had hoped prominent church leaders 
from around the world could attend 
Hovsepian-Mehr's funeral in Tehran 
as a show of support. But a Feb. 1 re­
port quoted authorities as insisting the 
funeral be conducted by Feb. 2 be­
cause he had been dead 10 days. 

Christians in Iran are asking Chris­
tians worldwide to send messages to 
Iran's embassies protesting Hovsepi­
an-Mehr's death, continuing to ask 
that the anti-church campaign in Iran 
be stopped and continuing to urge that 
Mehdi Dibaj, an Iranian evangelical 
who won a recent death-sentence re­
prieve, be cleared of all charges. 

·Hovsepian-Mehr's efforts to stop 
the campaign against evangelicals in­
cluded detailed reports to the United 
Nations of evangelical church clos-

• ings, police brutality against evangel-

BIBLE STUDY A volunteer from the Temple Baptist Church in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
leads a Bible study for children of Rauhfus Children's Hospital in St. Petersburg. She and 
other volunteers go from ward to ward talking with the children, reading to them and 
showing them special love. Religious freedom has flourished under President Boris 
Yeltsin, but the future of such freedom remains precarious. (RNS photo) 

icals and other incidents. Before Jan. 
19 he had invited representatives of 
the U.N. Human Rights Commission 
to visit Iran to discuss religious perse­
cution there. 

Hovsepian-Mehr, ·also chairman 
of the Council of Protestant Ministers 
in Iran, led a campaign during De­
cember and January to secure the re­
lease of Dibaj, an Assemblies of God 
evangelist. 

Dibaj spent nine years in prison 
because he converted from being a 
nominal Muslim to Christianity. 

Dibaj, a member of Hovsepian­
Mehr' s church, was tried in Decem­
ber and later sentenced to death. But 
he was abruptly released Jan. 17 after 
many organizations, including the 
U.S. State Department, intervened 
with the Iranian government. 

Dibaj was not fully cleared, how­
ever, and is subject to recall by police 
at any time. 

Meanwhile, Christian Solidarity 
International, a watchdog group on 
human rights, quoted a U.S. Congres­
sional Research Report issued in Jan­
uary that says some Islamic govern­
ments have formulated a worldwide 
plan to deal severely with Christiani­
ty and the church at large. 

The escalation apparently is tied to 
the recognition of Israel by the Ro­
man Catholic Church. 

China·.chided on death edicts 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)- cuting attorneys, the United States has 

Death sentences are being imposed by temporarily halted the first payment 
the People's Republic of China as part to the population fund. 
of its brutal one-child-per-family pol- "As we see mounting evidence of 
icy, say court papers prepared by the China's abortion and sterilization 
Rutherford Institute. atrocities, it is clear that U.S. dollars 

A lawsuit filed by the Rutherford to the U.N. Population Fund impli­
Institute against federal agencies of cates America in China's shocking 
the Clinton Administration indicated human rights violations," said Craig 
that China imposed death sentences in Parshall, the Rutherford Institute at­
late November against two hospital torney handling the case. 
officials in Henan Province for help- In a related story, the National 
ing women escape forcible steriliza- People's Congress in China intro­
tion by the government. The sentenc- duced a draft bill in late December 
es were handed down in a public trial, that would stop "inferior" births. The 
according to the Henan Legal News purpose of the eugenics law is "to 
of the Chinese government. give birth to healthy future genera-

The lawsuit, brought on behalf of tions. The essential content is health 
Congressman Christopher Smith and care for mother and child," a spokes­
two citizens of the People's Republic man for the health ministry said. 
of China who are seeking asylum in The spokesman stated that the ob­
the United States, challenges the Clin- jective of the country's population 
ton Administration's decision to de- • policy is to "control quantity while 
vote up to $40 million to the United . improving quality." The draft law 
Nations Population Fund, a popula- says that people suffering from infec­
tion control agency that the suit tious diseases will not be allowed to 
claims is lending aid to China's forced marry, and pregnant women with 
abortion and involuntary sterilization these diseases will be advised to abort 
policies. the pregnancy. Married couples with 

In an agreement reached between infectious diseases or abnormal fetus­
the Justice Department and the prose- es will be required to be sterilized. 

Cubans responding to 'Jesus' film 
MIAMI (BP)-About 75 percent 

of Cubans who have viewed the 
"Jesus" film in Baptist churches dur­
ing the past four years have respond­
ed to the gospel, according to a visit­
ing Cuban Baptist leader. 

Thousands of Cubans ·have seen 
the film in churches during the past 
several years, said Leoncio Veguilla 
of the Baptist Convention of Western 
Cuba. 

Baptists in western Cuba are see­
ing a response to the gospel "like no 

other time in our history," Veguilla 
said in an interview from Miami. 

"People are looking for something 
to place their hope in, and many are 
looking to the churches as the source 
of their hope. Many are coming to 
know the Lord through this experi­
ence," he said. 

Statistics from the western Baptist 
convention reflect that response. Bap­
tisms in 1992 numbered 1,052, a 244 
percent increase over 306 baptisms in 
1989. 
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Help the Children 
Multitudes of our Appalachian children live in unfortunate sit­
uations. In some of our eastern Kentucky counties as many as 
45 percent of the children are raised in poverty. 

Jesus has called us not only to tell the good news but also to 
demonstrate the good news. Some day He will call us together 
and say, "I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I 
was naked and you clothed me." We will ask, "When did we see 
you hungry or naked?" Jesus will say, ''When you did it unto the 
least of these you did it unto me." 

"Helpers In Ministries is one of the best organizations 
available for helping the masses of hurting children." 

Dr. Glenn Mollette, President 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, 1992 
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Pa_nel says teaching values 
needed to redeem schools 
Continued from page 1 
instill a sense of conscience and pub­
lic virtue helps explain an epidemic in 
teen-age violence and a collapse of 
public confidence in schools, many of 
the panelists said. 

Most panelists seemed to agree the 
time has come for schools to over­
come nervousness and confusion 
about teaching values, but there was 
no unanimity about how to do it. 

"How do we live together with all 
our religious differences, and how do 
we make good citizens of our kids?­
those are things schools need to 
teach," said Oliver Thomas, a Baptist 
layman arid First Amendment legal 
expert who lives in Maryville, Tenn. 

The First Amendment forbids 
public schools from giving the ap­
pearance of endorsing any particular 
religious faith. 

But in recent years, a "cultural 
war" has erupted between Americans 
who believe God must be "put back" 
into schools and Americans who 
think public life must be purged of 
sectarian religious references to make 
room for diversity and tolerance. 

There also is widespread public 
confusion about what place religion 
has in schools. Most panelists at the 
Nashville round table agreed that 
schools are certainly free to teach 

• about religion but not "preach" any -
religion. • 

Panelists were divided, however, 
over the practical place of religion in 

Foster homes needed 
Kentucky Gov. Brereton Jones • 

recently proclaimed 1994 the 
"Year of the Foster Family." 

This special emphasis on foster 
care comes at an excellent time for 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren as we are in the process of ex­
panding our network of foster 
homes. 

Foster care has long been a part 

teaching values. 
Some suggested that values must 

be taught without reference to the re­
ligions that underpin them because . 
too many teachers are ill-equipped 
and can't be trusted to do the job right · 
without giving in to the temptation to 
proselytize students. 

But Joseph Hough, dean of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity School, said: 
"The only thing students are learning 
about values is that they are not ac­
countable to anyone but themselves. 
This is where religion can be brought 
in, in the teaching of civic virtues. All 
religions teach accountability-either 
to God or to one another." 

Metro Nashville Schools director 
Richard Benjamin and others warned 
that even a strong values curriculum 
won't be enough to reform schools. 
The very "culture" of the class­
room- the climate in which learning 
takes place- needs to be overhauled, 
he said: 

Momentarily laying aside the 
problem of how to teach values, some 
panelists urged schools to be more , 
aggressive about teaching about reli­
gions. It's a matter of giving students 
a broad, liberal education- and a 
matter of public credibility, they said. 

"The First Amendment says 
schools must be neutral about reli­
gion, but schools generally don't take 
religion seriously- they haven't been 
neutral," said Warren Nord, a North 
Carolina educator and author. 

·--·-Toe third-type is the "therapeu­
tic" foster home in which the foster 
family is specially trained to help 
young people who have emotional 
problems stemming from the trau­
ma they've experienced in their 
lives. All of the foster families re­
ceive training and ongoing support 
from our foster care specialists. 

An additional need we have is 
of the Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children 
ministry, but we've 
found a need to increase 
our efforts to recruit 
families because there is 
a critical need for fami­
lies- particularly those 
willing to help special 
populations of children 
like sibling groups, 
pregnant teens, and chil­

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

for respite foster homes. 
These are basically fos­
ter homes that take chil­
dren for brief periods of 
time to give the regular 
foster parents an oppor­
tunity to recharge their 
batteries. 

dren with emotional Curtis C. Mooney 

Respite homes give 
individuals who are 
considering foster care 
an excellent opportunity 
to receive training and 
experience foster problems. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children operates three basic types 
of foster homes. The first is a tran­
sition-type foster home for new­
born infants who will in fairly short 
order be going to an adoptive 
home. 

The second type is the special­
ized foster home. These are for 
children and youth who for various 
reasons are unable, at least for a 
time, to live in their own homes and 
who need the stability and security 
of a foster home environment. This 
can be short or long-term care. 

parenting before making a full-time 
commitment. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children has two foster care spe­
cialists you can contact for more 
information. Pam Ratcliffe can be 
reached in Middletown at (800) 
456-1386. (Dial 245-2101 if you're 
in the Louisville area.) Mark Shoe­
make can be reached in Hopkins­
ville at (502) 885-1911. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. 
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New sex education materials introduced 
Continued from page 1 

• Jimmy Hester, a Sunday School 
Board editor who worked with the 
series throughout its development, re­
viewed the extensive planning, eval­
uation and field ·testing behind the 
product. 

The material had to meet both 
sound biblical and educational guide­
lines, he said, and respond to present­
day family situations. It is aimed at 
building healthy individual and fami­
ly behavior, he added. 

The conference opened with a se­
ries of small-group discussions about 
various topics, aimed at exploring 
some embarrassing questions or situ­
ations. 

One exercise, "It's Everywhere 
You Turn," asked participants to list 
examples of sexual messages in 
newspapers and on billboards, radio, 

•• movie marquees, bumper stickers and 
T-shirts. 

A few observations from partici-

pants: 
I Some parents will go to great 

lengths to avoid serious problems, 
such as the father who insisted his 
teen-age daughter's pregnancy was 
the result of "immaculate concep­
tion." 

I One pastor reported having seen 
a bumper sticker on condom use de­
claring, "Just Double Up." 

I A youth minister noted some 
parents are reluctant to discuss sex 
because it never was talked about in 
their childhood. 

Though the turnout of 25 was 
small, those who attended agreed the 
conference was worthwhile. 

''This affirmed my feelings that we 
need to train parents," said Jim Mc­
Murtrie, minister of music and youth 
at First Baptist Church in Madison­
ville. "Parents are groping for any 
kind of helps. They don't have the 
tools. And this is going to put it back 
in the home, where it belongs." 

First Baptist already has promoted 
the series and is planning parental 
training sessions. The youth will at­
tend a three-day "True Love Waits" 
retreat Feb. 19-21, with a recognition 
dinner later for those who sign absti­
nence pledges. 

At Springdale Baptist Church in 
Louisville, Youth Pastor Tracy Turn­
er introduced the material to parents 
Feb. 6. Teens will be taught from the 
"True Love Waits" material this 
month, he said, with a pledge card ser­
vice slated the second Wednesday of 
March. 

Allison Becker, whose husband, 
Bill, is associate pastor at Auburndale 
Baptist Church in Louisville, said she 
will use the training for either weekly 
sessions or a weekend parental retreat. 

"I see such a need for Christian sex 
education," she said. "We will discuss 
these issues. We have the series in our 
library and will let them know it is 
available." 

What is Christian sex education? Sex Statistics 
I The process ~f i~cting 6liilck~n hli4 Y◊~tbto de~ < 
vel?P and liyewiti}a setofCllristjiµfv*lµe~llbo~~ ·.·· 
sex and its place in .hum,an development; ; i .• • •· 
I The progressive sharing C>f facts ,and · feelillgs)n J 

. light of the child's developmentaLneeds l:trtd an.t. 
awarenessof God's pt.irpo~s Jothµmap. sexuality i,i 
I Clarifying rour O\\'fi, belie,f~ and value,~ on sexual 

}tf~~cyr;~',;,::;{;,_ ,:,, 'i=·:.:(.- .--, ·,;:'i-':ft=::/\ ? ?.;)!\%:H>-r:•: ,_)':::\i}~ii:/ 
• f,:t,:I Hel{'ling ctiildre!i J:>,µild he;Uthy' se!f1~st1 

;:t+,t t .• Helping··chilqreri. '.deveJ,op J;esponsible'd¢¢isio 
• ·~ng s:IQlls, . .. ·.·•· <. . .... /.' ·' 

~eM~g:9m!1f~9lf ••••• • • 

.. ITY shows ~ ;istirtiatecf 20,oooacts 0{1qipliedin- . 

·? t~?~fti~1~~J~fcitvef 6;·. mot~\than ,•i[i ,!6txl~i~ h.: 
•. •scho0Ls9-1derits, showed 54 percent are sexually;,1c­

/ tive. ~f~h~if %xnipr year, 43 per,cent ~fi~eµs)n 
evang¢½cal c\1qrches ·are .sexual.ly1:1~tiye. t;;<iv+ ·•••> 

\ I By age 15, 33 ·percent of boys ap.d ?7:perce,nt of 
gi,&t~Kfsf~!iit~jptercoµr,§~- ;' •• ,,, ·•· 

n;e,il~qf girls t¢"" 
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The Non-Confronter's Guide to Leading a Person to Christ 
OR 

How to Overcome the Wimp Factor in Witnessing 

Hear Walter S. Bleecker share his "Harvesting 
Techniques" from his book, "The Non-Confronter/~ 

Guide to Leading a Person to, Christi/ 

• Pastor, do you long to have your people actively 
sharing their faith with theJr friends, neighbors, etc.? 

• Would you like to have the confidence to lead 
others to Christ and learn to avoid the hassle? 

• Do you feel like a wimp when it comes to 

witnessing for Christ? 

If you answered 'Yes' to any of the above, attend the Walter S. Bleecker seminar, 
9 a.m. to 12 noon (EST), Wednesday, Feb . . 23, at Walnut Street Baptist Church. 
Cost is $20 which includes materials. 

Registration can be made at the conference. 

Teen drug use on the rise 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (ABP)-lllicit drug use among 

American teen-agers rose the last two years, reversing an 
11-year decline, according to a study released Jan. 31. 

More teens are using marijuana, LSD, inhalants and 
stimulants, researchers at the University of Michigan 
reported. Cigarette smoking also is on the rise, researchers 
said, while use of alcohol-the most widely abused drug by 
teens-holds steady. 

Also, attitudes against drug use are relaxing, and young 
people associate less harm with experimentation, the study 
showed. Researchers fear that may indicate use will 
continue to increase. 

The study has tracked survey responses about drug use 
among high school seniors annually since 1975. For the 
third year, it also includes information from eighth and 10th 
graders. • 

Among this year's findings: 
I More than 35 percent of seniors admit to having used 

marijuana some time in their lives, a jump of 2.7 percent 
over last year. More than 15 percent said they have used 
marijuana in the last month. 

I Seventeen percent of seniors have used inhalants, 15 
percent stimulants and 1 O percent LSD, all increases over 
last year. Cocaine use remained unchanged at 6 percent. 

I Cigarettes were used by 61 .9 percent of the class of 
1993, a slight increase over last year. 

I Alcohol use, surveyed at 87 percent among seniors, 
declined slightly last year but increased among the younger 
ages. 

I The perceived dangers of illicit drug use declined at 
every grade level. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
NEEDED: Accompaniment tape 

for children's Easter musical, "More 
than a Miracle." Calvary Nazarene 
499-1461. 

WANTED: Minister of youth/ 
children, 30 hours per week. Send re­
sume to Search Committee, First Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 327, .Kuttawa, 
KY 42055, or call (502) 388-7084 or 
388-7328. 

CRUISE: Fairbanks, Mt. McKin­
ley, Anchorage, Alaska, plus scenic 
cruise on Inland Passage to Sitka, Sk­
agway, Juneau and Ketchikan. Space 
for only three couples left. Call today 
for details: Dr. T.L. McSwain (502) 
423-1342. 

WANTED: Church organist and 
pianist. If interested in either position, 
send resume to: Cloverleaf Baptist 
Church, 4401 Manslick Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40216. For more informa­
tion, call (502) 367-0218. 

SEEKING: Camp Director for 
1994 GNActeens summer camp at 

. Cedar Crest, Bagdad, Kentucky. Send 
resume to Kentucky Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, P.O. Box 43433, Lou­
isville, KY 40253. 

FOR SALE: 1994 IS-passenger 
Dodge vans. Also 15-passenger pro­
gram and used vans. Frankfort 
Chrysler (800) 289-8223. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

SEEKING: Financial/Education 
Secretary. Basic bookkeeping 

skills, computer literacy required. 
Send resume to Lyndon Baptist 
Church, 8025 LaGrange Road. 

Louisville, KY 40222. 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

Compiled by Ann Tatum • The Western Recorder, 
news journal of the 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, has 

registered a 6 percent 
increase in circulation 

■ BEDFORD-Blake Harwell re­
signed as pastor of Mount Hermon 
Church Jan. 23, to become pastor of 
Main Street Church at Adel, Ga. 

tor. He is retiring soon as director of 
missions in Warren Association. 
■ PADUCAH-Schneidman Road 
Church called William Strong as 
pastor. 

over the past five years. 
As of Aug. 31, 1993, the 
end of the 1992-93 fiscal 
year, circulation stood at 

49,887, a 6 percent 
increase over the 47,000 

total at the end of the 
1988-89 year and a 2 
percent gain over the 
1991-92 fiscal year. 

■ BEREA-Berea Church called 
Paul Radosevich as minister of edu­
cation. Radosevich is a recent gradu­
ate of Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
■ CARROLLTON-Charles 
Hawkins resigned as pastor of Cove 
Hill Church Jan. 2. 
■ CLINTON-Mount Moriah 
Church called Lloyd Haven as pas­
tor. 
■ FRANKLIN-First Church or­
dained Ross Cassetty, Mike Dear­
man, Mike Groves and Allen Stew­
art as deacons Jan. 16. 
■ GEORGETOWN-Ken Holden 
resigned as pastor of First Church, 
Flatwoods, Feb. 6, to become pastor 
at Georgetown Church. 
■ GILBERTSVILLE- Bethel 
Church called Duane Holland as 
pastor. 
■ GREENVILLE- George Th­
ompson resigned as minister of mu­
sic at Second Church. 
■ HARRODSBURG- Shawnee 
Run Church called Patrick David 
Wren as pastor. 
■ MCKINNEY- Rick Reynolds re­
signed as pastor of McKinney Church 
Jan. 9. 
■ MORGANTOWN-Big Muddy 
Church called Frank Dorris as pas-

The quake and the aftershocks 

■ PLEASUREVILLE-Cropper 
Church called Chip Jones of Ohio as 
pastor. 
■ SCIENCE HILL-Northside 
Church called C.E. Hansford as in­
terim pastor Jan. 9. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-First Church 
ordained Tommy Clemmons, Lan­
nie Busey and Mark Smith as dea­
cons Jan. 30. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
■ William and Joyce Burkhalter, 
missionaries to Indonesia, are in the 
States at 2700 Grinstead Dr., Louis­
ville, Ky. 40206. 
■ Charles and Carolyn Dixon, mis­
sionaries to Tanzania, have arrived in 
Kenya for language study at P.O. Box 
52, Limuru, Kenya. Both consider 
White Plains their hometown. 
■ Doug and Brenda Martin, mis­
sionaries to Taiwan, are in the States 
at 110 Glass Ave., Lexington, Ky. 
40505. Both consider Corbin their 
hometown. 
■ Robert and Regina Morgan; mis­
sionaries to Indonesia, are on the field 
at Tromolpos 1077, Jakarta Pusat, 
10010, ln9onesia. He is a native of 
Smithfield. She considers Irvine her 
hometown. 

The major shock came at eight o'clock on Jan. 
25 when it was discovered that Barkley Moore 
had gone to be with the Lord. 

The aftershocks began almost immediately, 
reaching across the Commonwealth within a few 
minutes. They came suddenly to the Moore fam­
ily-father, mother, sister, son-in-law, niece and 
nephew. 

vidual ability, responsibility now borne in the or­
ganization, acceptability to fellow laborers, acces­
sibility, willingness to serve with the administra­
tor and desire to be used of the Lord in this spe-

Within the hour, the aftershocks had spread~ 
friends across the_ nation. By nightfall they had 
been felt in several other countries. 

Fellow workers and the people for 
whom the school exists, the students, 
met in the chapel to suffer the effects 
of the sad news. Chaplain Mike Spen­
cer gave wise counsel for the day. 

Seventy-two hours later, hundreds 
of friends were gathered in the chapel 
for a time of grief sharing. On Friday, 
hundreds more came to be a part of the 
memorial service. 

Immediately following the memo­
rial service on Friday, trustees met to 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

pray and plan as they contemplated the . 
aftershocks which would continue. A.B. Colvm 
Having arrived at some decisions, they 
left the campus with plans for some of them to 
meet again on Monday. 

The trustees who met on Monday afternoon 
had invited A.B. Colvin to meet with them. 

From that meeting, the trustees met with the 
entire staff and faculty to announce that Colvin 
had agreed to serve as administrator until a new 
president could be installed. In speaking to the 
assembly, he gave a brief outline of his method of 
approach to the task assigned him. 

A significant part of the plan was the naming 
of an administrative group within the school fam­
ily,- a group which will advise him and handle 
many of the more routine decisions to be made. 

This group was selected on the basis of indi-

cial capacity. • 
Those agreeing to serve are: Bud Underwood, 

dean of boys, work program coordinator-prima­
ry contact person; JoAnn Seymour, high school 
principal; Ed Lowdenback, middle school princi­
pal; Erma Smith, dean of students; Jerry Pierce, 
business manager; Michael Spencer, chaplain; 

and Oliver Hawkins Jr., athletic direc­
tor. 

This administrative group will be 
enlisting and utilizing other people. 
They will be assisting in the prepara­
tion of material for this column. They 
will be sharing with you, the readers, 
their insights, manner of responding to 
God's will in their own places of ser­
vice, accounts of personal experiences 
and what they see in the future for 
Oneida. They may make suggestions 
on how you can help. 

The people who serve you and the 
Lord here are pledged to give their 

very best in these critical times. They want to help 
complete the programs set in motion by Barkley 
Moore. They want to bring to fruition the projects 
he initiated. 

The spirit with which he approached the min­
istry here will be an encouragement to everyone 
on this campus. The unusual burdens on all these 
faithful workers in these days of aftershocks cause 
all of them to be dependent on you for prayer sup­
port. You will want to add your very best support 
of every kind as the work rushes on day by day. 
Let us hear from you in the most helpful ways of 
which you are capable. The Lord will bless you. 

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972. 
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Dorrises retiring from Warren 
BOWLING GREEN-Two War­

ren Baptist Association leaders have 
announced their retirement from full­
time ministry, effective May 3. 

Since 1984, Frank and Joyce Dor­
ris have served as director of missions 
and office manager, respectively. 

The director of missions said War­
ren Association "has a lot to be proud 
of' concerning its accomplishments 
in the last 10 years. 

During that time, Dorris explained, 
the association has established a sem­
inary extension program; provided 
homes for three missionary families 
on furlough; begun the first Corner­
stone Counseling ministry in the state; 
initiated a ministry for the hearing 
impaired; and entered into a missions 
partnership with Golden Spike Asso0 

ciation in Utah. 
The association also has organized 

a recreational program, involving as 
many as 400 people during the sum­
mertime, he said. 

"We operate with a full associa­
tional council," Dorris said. "That's 
how I've done all my work. The 
council does the planning" and deci­
sion-making. 

Warren Association has purchased 
25 acres of land just outside Bowling 
Green, which eventually will become 
the site of all associational facilities, 
Dorris said. 

Since the current facility recently 
was sold, the associational office will 
operate from a temporary site until the 
new facilities are built, he added. 

'Pastor, spare the rod' 
I recently received a telephone 

call from a member of a church 
where I had been pastor. After just 
a moment of conversation she 
shared a concern. She said, almost 
in tears, "My pastor beats us over 
the head every Sunday." 

It was ironic, or perhaps provi­
dential, but I was in the middle of 
reading an article by Dr. Michael 
Brooks, pastor · of First Baptist 

Also in the planning stages is a 
Baptist ministry center, which will 
provide tutoring, food assistance and 
other services for the community, 
Dorris explained. 

"It's been a marvelous fellow­
ship," Dorris said of the association's 
work. "We've have tremendous sup­
port from the churches, ... and I have 
absolutely no regrets." 

A graduate of Georgetown Col­
lege in Georgetown and Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley, Calif., Dorris served as pastor 
of numerous Kentucky Baptist 
churches before accepting the direc­
tor of missions position. 

Dorris's pastorates include First 
Baptist in Bryantsville, Auburn Bap­
tist in Auburn, First Baptist in Hazard 
and First Baptist in Morgantown. 

Upon retirement, Dorris said, he 
will return to the pastorate part time. 
He has accepted a call to serve as pas­
tor of Big Muddy Baptist Church near 
Morgantown. 

Dorris said he and his wife, whom 
he referred to as a "co-partner" in 
ministry, also anticipate spending 
more time in their retirement years 
enjoying their three grandchildren. 

Richard Bridges, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, has 
been named chairman of the search 
committee for a new director of mis­
sions. Nominations for the position 
should be sent to the church at 621 
East 12th St., Bowling Green, Ky. 
42101 -2593. 

chastise wayward Corinthians with • 
a rod because he was incensed that 
open immorality was tolerated by 
the church. In 2 Corinthians 2:4-5, 
however, Paul appears to retract 
and apologize for his threat. 

According to Brooks, the Scrip­
ture does not admonish the pastor 
to chastise the flock. Instead, He- -
brews 12:6 declares discipline for 
spiritual offense is God's preroga-

tive. When the church's Church, Decatur, Ala. 
His • article, "Pastor, 
sp!1re the rod!" dis­
cussed a similar situa­

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

reputation is jeopar­
dized, the entire fellow­
ship must take the initia­
tive for discipline (1 
Corinthians 5:4-5). 

tion. 
Brooks tells the story 

of the good shepherd's 
rod in Psalm 23. The 
shepherd used his rod to 
ward off predators and 
protect the sheep. In 
Proverbs, Brooks add­
ed, the rod-akin to the 
modern razor strap- Maynard Head 

A pastor using a rod, 
or attacking people ver­
bally, should expect the 
congregation to model 
the pastor's behavior. 
People generally re­
spond in kind. Who 
wants, Brooks asks, to 
be a part of that kind of was used to punish way­

ward children. 
Even if we stretch Psalm 23 to 

make the good shepherd represent 
the pastor, we clearly see the rod 
was used on the wolves, not the 
sheep. 

One of the · professors at Clear 
Creek tells an account of serving as 
interim pastor. After he preached 
but a few messages, a member told 
him, "It is so refreshing to come to 
church and not be beat over the 
head in a message." 

First Corinthians 4:21 indicates 
that the Apostle Paul threatened to 

barroom atmosphere? A pastor, on 
the other hand, who speaks the 
truth with a loving heart should ex­
pect to grow a compassionate 
church. 

There is a broken heart in every 
church pew. People need to know 
God cares, and God's church cares. 
A loving Lord, a loving pastor and 
a loving congregation should have 
a great appeal to a love-starved 
world. 

Maynard Head is assistant to the 
president of Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College, Pineville, Ky. 40977 
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-Researcher 
says Bakker 
should be free 

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(RNS)-Jim Bakker, the first 
major television preacher to do 
time behind bars, h<'s reformed 
himself and should be let out of 
prison, contends an Iowa re­
searcher who has conducted aca­
demic · studies of Bakket since 
1980 . 

Writing in thl:! Jan '. 10 issue of 
the evangelical monthly Chris­
tianity Today, Stephen Winzen­
butg, a communications profes­
sor at Grand ,View College in 
Des Moines, says he is con­
vjncedBakker is being discrimi­
nated against based on his role as 
a spiritual leader . 

Bakker is in his fifth year of 
an 18-year prison term in a Geor­
gia jail. Winzenburg points out 
that Bakker' s sentence is longer 
than that given some murderers, 
rapists and drug deajers . . 

·· "What Balcker did over six .· 
years ago was wrong-:but does 
he deserve to be treated as one•of 
the worst crirriinals in America? 
Even celebrity white-collar crim­
inals, like financier Michael 
Milken, have received better 
treatment than Bakker," he said . 

• Bakker was denied early pa­
role .in July by the .. U.~. Parole 
Commission. 

Winzenburg said there is no 
doubt that, if released, Bakker 
will go on the road to local . 

-churches and have success in 
drawing crowds. 

. But he predicts Bakker would 
' be a different man if released. 
·, -.. "He says he'Wi111i.ve a simple • 

lifestyle once he leaves prison," 
• Winzenburg writes .. 

According to Winzenblirg, 
• Bakker has sworn off the "pros­

' perity" gospel he preached on the 
1
• PTL program and now believes 

• • Jesus taught the poor-;not the 
• -~ rich_:_are those truly blessed by . 
>
10od. 

The "old" Jim Bakker who 
headed a $150-million~~~year 
:operation, bragged .on the airthat 
his two Rolls Royces were proqf 
of God's blessing 9n his life. • 
· •···· Winzenburg contends that 

c keeping Bakker in prison has, if · 
' anything, increased his value .. as 

a speaker and celebrity: •. • ••• • .. 
Bakk~r;has received as many : 

as 2;000]etters a week_wMe in 
... ; prjsoµ.· ,A11d Bakker'~ q~µgb~~[. •·••· 
;,\ beads aministryJharstill ie~ f;-' 
t ceives JllOneyfromthousan4s i;)(.> 

: ...... ·;;~Is~1~~i~~~:~1:~:i· i'Ctmi:~l./· 
(l.3akker be another Charles .Col: 
son2destined to · use his priscm 
i:icperience;to becoi;ne .. a greaf 

>spiritual ·leader? Or wi!l ·Ba.kker ·• 
J1se gis prison experien~ Jo .por7- . 
tray .himself again as a victim in 
or~er to elicit sympathy froin ••. 
. ~upportets?" . _.·.· i . < ·;, 

••• He>. coricludes, •~we will not 
know until Bakker '.., is freed for 

• ~veryone'io see ifhistimebehirn:i 
'typa,rs' h11s truly challged _hi~ljfl_ e. 
. ·.· .. ·.· .. ·· .· .· . .. 
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NATION 
Pennsylvania governor vows def~ance 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (EP)-Penn­
sylvania Gov. Robert Casey will defy 
the Clinton Administration's order 
requiring states to pay for the abor­
tions of poor women who are victims 
of rape or incest, he said Jan. 18. 

The Clinton Administration re­
cently expanded the definition of 
"medically necessary" abortions paid 
for with Medicaid funds . 

Casey noted that Pennsylvania law 
limits public funding of such abor­
tions to women who report rape or 
incest to police, and said that law 
takes precedence over Clinton's Dec. 
28 order, which requires states to 
waive their reporting requirements at 
a doctor's request. 

Casey said the federal government 
had "exceeded its authority in at­
tempting to nullify our state law." The 
Democratic governor urged .Clinton 
to withdraw the directive. 

Casey said: "Implementing this 
directive would require me to disre­
gard a validly enacted state statute ... 

based solely on the unfounded legal 
interpretation of a federal official. 
This I cannot and will not do, because 
such an interpretive ruling cannot le­
gally preempt a state law." 

Casey explained that Pennsylva­
nia' s law is designed to encourage 
women to report rape and incest to 
police, and to ensure that state funds 
are not spent "in the case of fraudu­
lent claims of rape and incest." 

U.S. Rep. Henry Hyde, R-Ill., is­
sued a statement supporting Casey 
and condemning the Clinton Admin­
istration's position on Medicaid abor­
tion funding. Hyde noted that the 
White House was going back on its 
many promises not to disturb state 
abortion funding restrictions, and said 
that litigation growing out of the pol­
icy would result in "state-funded 
abortion on demand, for any reason, 
not only in cases of rape and incest." 

Refusing to follow the order could 
cost Pennsylvania all its federal Med­
icaid funding. Utah officials have also 

said they will disregard parts of the 
Clinton Administration directive, arid 
Louisiana officials are studying the 
situation. 

In a related story, a federal appeals 
court ruled Jan. 14 that Pennsylvania 
may begin to enforce its restrictive 
abortion law, which was upheld by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1992. 

A three-judge panel of the U.S . 
Court of Appeals for the Third Cir -
cuit lifted an injunction which had 
prevented the law from taking effect. 
The law was upheld in Planned Par­
enthood vs. Casey, in which the U.S. 
Supreme <;ourt ruled that Pennsylva­
nia had a right to restrict abortions as 
long as those restrictions did not place 
an "undue burden" on women seek­
ing abortions. 

Planned Parenthood sought a new 
trial under the "undue burden" stan­
dard, and a federal judge continued 
the injunction, but the appeals court 
ruled that there were no grounds for a 
new trial. 

Refusing to follow 
the order could 
cost Pennsylvania 
all its federal 
Medicaid funding. 

Methodists defining prohibition on gays 
DALLAS (RNS)-United Meth­

odist Church law has prohibited the 
ordination of "self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals" for a decade, but the 
denomination's bishops are just get­
ting around to defining exactly what 
that means. 

A subcommittee of the 9 million­
member denomination's Council of 
Bishops has coine up with a "model 
definition" aimed at resolving the 
matter, which has sparked intense 
controversy. ' 

According to the subcommittee, 
"A self-avowed practicing homosex­
ual is a person who engages in sexual 
acts with a person or persons of the 
same sex, which are either witnessed 
or openly acknowledged." 

The bishops appear to be siding 
with Methodists who argue that ho-

mosexuals who acknowledge their 
sexual orientation but remain celibate 
are not "practicing" and, therefore, 
should be eligible for the ministry. 

Bishops were forced to interpret 
the legislation after an Oct. 30 ruling 
by the denomination's Judicial Coun­
cil. In that ruling the council said the 
term "self-avowed practicing homo- • 
sexual" had to be more clearly de­
fined before church officials could 
continue using it to exclude people 
from the ministry. 

The subcommittee, headed by 
Bishop Robert Fannin of Birming­
ham, Ala., was also asked, to. define 
the word "status." • 

That word recently was ,a~ded to a 
list of attributes such as sex and race 
that cannot be used to bar people from 
church membership and Pai:1;icipation. 

Women's conference criticized 
MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)-Charg­

ing that pagan acts occurred at a re­
cent church-sponsored women's con­
ference, two conservative religious 
publications are demanding that their 
denominations formally distance 
themselves from the event. 

Destroying traditional Christian 
faith, adopting pagan beliefs, reject­
ing Jesus' divinity and affirming les­
bian love-making all were recurrent 
conference themes, charges an article 
in the official publication of the Pres­
byterian Lay Committee, an evangel­
ical caucus in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 

Both the Lay Committee and 
Good News, the evangelical counter­
part in the United Methodist Church, 
are trying to create a wave of criticism 
in the pews against "RE-imagining," 
an ecumenical women's conference 
held at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center Nov. 4-7. 

A defining point of the conference 
was the presentation and use of the 
name of Sophia, or "Divine Wisdom" 
as personified in the Book of Prov­
erbs, as a feminine name for God. 
Organizers developed elaborate wor­
ship rituals using -feminine imagery, 

including that of Sophia. 
Other controversial happe1iings at 

the conference include: 
I An unscheduled gathering of 

roughly 100 lesbians on the dais, fol­
lowed by a standing ovation from the 
audience. -

I A panel on Jesus, in whi.ch sem­
inary professor Delores WiJliams was 
quoted as saying, "I don't .think we 
need folks hanging on crosses and 
blood dripping and weird stuff ... we 
just need to listen to the God within." 

I A closing worship service.featur­
ing a ritual of milk and honey rather 
than traditional bread and wine, 
which included the words: "Our 
Sweet Sophia,,we are women in your 
image. With the nectar between our 
thighs, we invite a lover, we birth a 
child; with our warm body- fluids we 
remind the world of its pleasur~s and 
sensations .... " . 

Central to the complaints of Good 
News and a related organization, the 
Evangelical Coalition for United 
Methodist . Women, , is • a claim that 
their denomi'nation helped finance the 
conference,-which ."applauded heresy 
and celebrated blasphemy," accord­
ing to a forthcoming statement. 

The word became controversial 
because some Methodists believed it 
could refer to sexual orientation as 
well as marital status. 

Accc,rding to the bishops, "status" 
means "a legal relationship or legal 
condition of a group of persons based 
on race, gender or national origin." 

Fannin, in a- Jan. 1-4-report- te the 
bishops council's executive commit­
tee, said there was a lack of evidence 
that an amendment that added "sta­
tus" to the constitution "was intended 
to relate to behavior or orientation.'' 

Regarding the term "self-avowed 
practicing homosexual," Fannin 
wrote that, in approving the language 
at its 1984 session, the church's Gen­
eral Conference made it clear that the 
legislation related to homosexual 
practice, not orientation. 

The bishops appear 
to be siding with 
Methodists who 
argue that 
homosexuals who 
acknowledge their 
sexual orientation 
but remain celibate 
are not 
"practicing" and, 
therefore, should 
be eligible for the 
ministry. 
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Pastor gets God'oh caf:.tag : 
RICHMOND, Va. (RNS)-A Virginia pentecostal minister 

has one more reason to believe that God is good. 
Or rather, GODZGUD. 
In a ruling Jan. 20, a federal court judge struck down a 

policy by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles that 
bans references to deities on personalized license plates. 

U.S. District Judge Richard Williams also ordered the 
department to issue a personalized license plate to Daniel 
Pruitt Jr., pastor of the Bristol Pentecostal Holiness Church 
in Bristol, Va. 

Pruitt had requested a license plate styled with 
"GODZGUD" to express his deeply felt belief in the 
goodness of God, according to James Knicely, Pruitt's 
attorney. Knicely is an attorney with the Ruthertord Institute, 
a non-profit civil liberties organization based in 
Charlottesville, Va. 

In issuing the ruling, Williams said the motor vehicle 
department's "no deity" policy violated First Amendment 
protections of free speech. 

The department had rejected Pruitt's application for the 
personalized plate based on a policy which prevents 
issuance of plates that make reference to efther a deity or to 
the drug culture or are considered "offensive." 

Noting that the department allowed references to religion 
in general, but not to deities, Williams ruled that the policy 
"discriminates on the basis of the speaker's viewpoint." 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ FEBRUARY 8, 1994 11 
! 1..• ... ..11.11,..,.~~;.;\'":, ....... . _. .. ~ •• 



We put · words to the way you feel 
• & show you God's ·hope 

. for the world today 

Western Recorder 
Practical resources for Christian living 

Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253 ■ (502) 244-6470 

12 WESTERN RECORDER ■ FEBRUARY 8, 1994 


