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“Sin-free” fund?

The Annuity Board could
create a “sin-free”
investment fund to
appease participants
concerned about
supporting abortion in
any way, President Paul
Powell suggested to
trustees. See page 2.

Kentucky BJC fund

A group of Kentucky
Baptists has begun a
private endowment fund
to benefit the Baptist
Joint Committee.

See page 3.

Family Forum
The realities of sex and
marriage. See page 4.

Editorial

They lied to Dilday; have
they been lying to you?
See page 5.

Kentucky CP up

Gifts to the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and
Kentucky Cooperative
Program show healthy
marks at the mid-year
point. See page 6.

Women’s conference
Although Southern
Baptist Theological

Seminary pulled its co-
sponsorship of a
women’s conference
held this month in
Louisville, Southern
Baptists constituted a
large percentage of the
overflow crowd.

See page 7.

Chaplain changes

The U.S. Army has
redesigned its chaplain’s
crest, removing symbols
of Christianity and
Judaism, but Christian
chaplains still will wear

the cross on their lapels.

See page 13.
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RINGING A BELL More than 300 peple representing 31 chche rang en masse at the 1994 Kentucky Baptist handbell festival at

Louisville’s Hurstbourne Conference Center March 4-5. Church handbell choirs from as far away as Paducah formed a record-high
attendance during the weekend of worship, adjudicated performances, instructional classes and mass rehearsals and ringing. Guest
clinician for the event was Norman Johnson of Birmingham, Ala. June Bailey, handbell consultant for the KBC church music depart-
ment, said two festivals are planned for March 1994, in Madisonville and Lexington, to accommodate both large and small churches

from a diverse geographical area.

Youth revival sweeps West Kentucky

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

CARLISLE COUNTY—A spon-
taneous youth revival swept Carlisle
and Hickman counties in West Ken-
tucky last month, resulting in at least
30 professions of faith in Jesus Christ
and dozens of recommitments.

“Teen Quest '94” was scheduled
to run only three days but stretched
into seven.

Services rotated between six dif-
ferent Baptist churches, with atten-
dance ranging from 250 to 400 peo-
ple, mostly teens, said Dan Ratcliff,
associate pastor at First Baptist
Church of Bardwell.

The youth revival began Friday,
Feb. 18, and was to end Sunday, Feb.

20. However, on that Sunday night, .
the Holy Spirit took over, Ratcliff

said.
When one of the preachers opened

the floor for testimonies that night,
one girl walked up to the microphone
and said, “I want to know how to be
saved,” Ratcliff said.

“All the sudden things just erupt-
ed,” he continued. “The Holy Spirit
was moving. It started about 7:30
p-m. and exploded all the way until
10:30. The invitation began without
an official invitation. It began with
teen-agers flocking down the aisle.”

Services were extended through
the next four nights.

“Youth Quest” had been planned
only weeks earlier by a coalition of
Baptist pastors and youth ministers

“In January, ministers from West
Kentucky Baptist churches met, and
we didn’t really know why we were
meeting except we wanted to do
something for teen-agers,” Ratcliff
said.

Bill Lambert, a member of Beulah

Baptist Church in Hickman County,-

was influential in planning the youth
revival. His son, Kevin, was killed in
an automobile accident in December.

As a result of Kevin Lambert’s
Christian life and death, at least three
other teens became Christians. That
impetus led up to the planning of
“Teen Quest.” -

“We wanted to organize in such a

way to be boldly evangelistic but to -

involve as many teen-agers as possi-
ble in each service,” Ratcliff said.

Area teens were involved in sing-
ing, giving testimonies and witness-
ing to their friends during the week.
At least two area ministers preached
most nights of the revival services.

The key to the sweeping revival
was prayer, Ratcliff said.

“We have not stopped praying.
That’s what happened, the power of
consistent unity in prayer,” he ex-
plained. “We were all praying and we
all were burdened in different ways.”

Seminary
trustees
fire Dilday

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
Trustees of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary fired Russell
Dilday as president March 9 without
citing a reason, then immediately
changed the locks on his office to
keep him out. -

Just the night before, trustee lead-
ers had given Dilday a positive per-
formance review and had said rumors
that he was to be fired were not true,
Dilday told reporters.

The abrupt firing evoked bitter re-
actions from students, faculty and
seminary alumni.

Church history professor Leon
McBeth said he and colleagues were
“devastated” and “feel it’s a very
damaging thing to happen to South-
western.” :

“Of all the tragic circumstances
affecting Southern Baptists in the last
decade, I think this is by far the
worst,” McBeth said. “On the Richter
Scale, this earthquake is a big one. I
think it is a killer.” :

Trustees fired Dilday in a 75-
minute closed-door session, on a vote
reported as either 27-8 or 26-7. The
firing was effective immediately.

Ralph Pulley, newly elected trust-
ee chairman and a longtime Dilday
foe, brought the motion to dismiss
Dilday. He later reported the action to
a gathering of more than 1,000 stu-
dents, who booed and jeered in re-
sponse.

Pulley read students a letter from
trustees which offered no explanation
for the action. “Why?! Why?!” stu-
dents yelled. He asked students to
make suggestions for Dilday’s suc-
cessor, to which they chanted, “Dil-
day! Dilday! Dilday!”

Later Pulley told reporters: “We
just felt like the institution needed
new leadership to move into the 21st
century.”

Pulley declined to answer further
questions, but trustees issued an un-
signed news release March 11 citing
“irreconcilable differences” between
Dilday and trustees.

The firing “represents some years
of frustration and gridlock with the
existing administrator,” added trustee
O See Southwestern Seminary ..., page 9

State Senate passes parental-consent bill on ahortion

FRANKFORT—The chances that
Kentucky once again will have a pa-
rental-consent law governing abor-
tions for minors increased significant-
ly last week when the state Senate
passed such a measure.

The parental-consent bill now
goes to the House, where observers
say it is likely to pass.

The House passed a similar bill in
the last session, but the Senate never
heard it because the Senate’s Demo-
cratic leadership kept it bottled up in
committee. i

This year, Senate Bill 136 passed
on a 32-3 vote, after being hustled out
of the Judiciary Committee in an im-
promptu meeting on the Senate floor

three days earlier.
The bill would require girls under

*18 to obtain the permission of a par-

ent or judge before getting an abor-
tion.

A parental-consent bill previously
adopted in Kentucky was ruled un-
constitutional by an appeals court in
1989.

That law required that minors
seeking abortions get permission
from both parents and that the permis-
sion be notarized.

This year’s bill removes the objec- -

tions of the appeals court and closely
mirrors consent bills passed by other
states and upheld by the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

The three senators voting against
the bill were Mike Moloney of Lex-
ington, Gerald Neal of Louisville and
Kim Nelson of Madisonville.

Susan Johns of Louisville ab-
stained on the vote, objecting that she
was not allowed to offer an amend-
ment that would have broadened the
scope of those able to grant approval
for minors’ abortions to include min-
isters and psychologists.

Kelsey Friend, the Pikeville Dem-
ocrat and Judiciary Committee chair-
man who finally allowed the bill to
pass out of committee, did not vote.
Friend was the person responsible for
keeping this bill and two other abor-
tion bills stuck in his committee in the

last session.

Those two other bills have been
resubmitted in this session but have
yet to be debated in committee.

One bill would require a 24-hour
waiting period for anyone seeking an
abortion. The other would regulate
health standards of some abortion
clinics.

Response to the Senate’s action
split predictably along ideological
lines.

The House has a little more than
two weeks to act on the parental-con-
sent bill before this session ends.
Likewise, both chambers face the
same deadline to act on the other
abortion bills.



BAPTISTS

Annuity Board could offer “sin-free’ fund, Powell says

DALLAS (ABP)—Consideration
has been given to establishing a “sin

free” fund at the Southern Baptist -

Annuity Board, in which people
could invest their retirement funds
with the understanding they would
earn considerably lower interest than
other funds, Annuity Board President
Paul Powell told trustees recently.

Some critics believe the Annuity
Board’s current policies do not go far
enough to safeguard that none of the
funds managed by the agency are in-
vested in corporations which promote
abortion.

That concern was voiced clearly in
discussions at a February meeting of
the SBC Executive Committee, Pow-
ell told Annuity Board trustees meet-
ing in Dallas Feb. 28-March 1.

Both Powell and trustee Chairman
William Willis spent much of their
reporting time with trustees explain-

BAPTIST BITS  §

ing several concerns Executive Board
members have about the Annuity
Board.

Powell said those concerns includ-
ed the board’s position on abortion
and how that affects its investment
policy, about whether some of the ser-
vices being offered by the agency vi-
olate its official program-statement,
and why the Annuity Board manages
the retirement program for the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship.

The Annuity Board invests retire-
ment funds in 750 to 1,000 compa-
nies, many with complex holdings.
As a result, Powell said, it is almost
impossible to determine if some are
contributing to Planned Parenthood
or other causes some might deem as
supporting abortion.

The Annuity Board has a stated
policy against investing funds in com-
panies that are publicly perceived as

Carolina Baptists have completed the first year of
far-reachlng partnershlp linking the state’s hlack ’

tists in volunteer missions. The

’ '-:rth,ree~year partnership is believed to mark the first
fime volunteers from a predominantly white

» by a 1udge runnlng fdr he eg'lslature Koehn was
ordered to close the hospital and leave the

- country. But the orders were never enforced. The
hospital remained open whlle lawyers filed an
appeal.

. The case stems from accusatlons 15 months
ago that two men tore up the Koran and threw it
in a toilet because 2 doctor directed them to do
SO,

n Orthudox pnest award_ed Father Gleb

~ Baptist state convention and a predominantly
- black Baptlst convention have worked together in

'volunteer missions overseas through the
‘Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. During

- the first year, the Carolinians completed 40
, mrssnon propects in Kenya

= Ghapman s mnther dles Barbara Curtis

Chapman, 82, died March 5 of respiratory failure
at Manhatten Center in Jackson, Miss. She was

_the mother of Morris Chapman, president of the

~ Southern Baptist Convention's Executive

Commrttee The funeral was March 7 in Jackson. -

ACTS marks 10 years. The" n,merlcan Chnstran' :

_ Television System operated by the Southern

. B ist Radio & Televrsron Commrssron turns 1

 wie, Lucille, should surf
cor’m‘ng months, w

I,PhSiors. ask for time. An informal survey of
. Baptist pastors in North Dakota and South Dakota

finds pastors most common desire ddi'tidnal '
time with their families.

- The survey, conducted by Tammy Kraft of
Burlington (N.D.) Baptist Church, also revealed

~ pastors want their congregations to realize
pastors are only human and that ministerial

» fammes need to be included in soc
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summers Southern Baptlst Convention, has

resigned as pastor of First Baptist Church of-:
foore, Okla., and started a new churchinthe
same area. About 460 supporters attended a Feb.

20 meetmg where Boyles announced plans for
~ the new church. Earlier that day, he had given his.
_resignation and ‘walked out of mormng worshup at .

First Baptist.
- More than 100 First Baptrst members upset

vith the pastor reportedly had left the churchin
the weeks leading up to Boyles’ resignation. The

37-year-old pastor resigned after both the
personnel committee and deacons suggested he

~ do so, citing concerns about several financial
- dealings and his leadership style. The pastor has
_ denied any wrongdoing.

 Boyles, who frequently preaches across the -
nation at gatherings of conservative Baptists, said
he still plans to preach the SBC sermon this
summer, desprte the controversy

providing services or support for
abortion, Powell noted. But, he add-
ed, the board “walks a fine line of
Christian concern and fiduciary re-
sponsibility” to manage retirement
funds in the best interest of its partic-
ipants.

In other news, the Annuity Board
is proposing changes to its basic re-
tirement program for churches that
officials say will make the plan easier
to administer and understand.

“We are trying to make the Church
Annuity Plan more understandable so
the people can feel better about it and
about us,” said Gordon Hobgood, ex-
ecutive vice president and chief oper-
ating officer, told Annuity Board
trustees meet. The proposed changes
would bring the Church Annuity Plan
into conformity with standard provi-
sions of other plans, simplify and clar-
ify it and conform to administrative

practice.

To encourage state conventions to
allow the changes, the Annuity Board
is offering to fund the states’ entire
protection section—which pays for
supplemental disability protection
and survivor benefits—for five years,
at a cost of $35 million.

Proposed amendments to the
Church Annuity Plan would:

I Allow state conventions to deter-
mine requirements for coverage of
non-ministerial employees.

1 Provide for withdrawal of funds
from the plan regardless of a partici-
pant’s age.

§ Permit participants to borrow
from their retirement accounts.

0§ Allow participants in the old Plan
A program to receive a reduced retire-
ment benefit at age 55, regardless of

- whether they have terminated service

with all churches and associations.

Lottie gifts projected to be up

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Early
forecasts show Southern Baptists
gave 1.89 percent more to the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering for foreign
missions in 1993 than they did the
year before.

Projections released March 10 in-
dicate Southern Baptists will have
given $82.5 million to the annual of-
fering when the 1993 books close
May 31. That’s $1.5 million more

than they gave in 1992 and the most -

given ever.

The Foreign Mission Board’s
March projections normally differ no
more than 1 percent from the offer-
ing’s final figure.

The projected total would be 97
percent of the $85 million goal set for
the 1993 offering.

The forecast shows Southern Bap-
tists—despite their diversity—are
staying fixed on a unified missions
effort, said FMB President Jerry
Rankin. “I am elated ... and gratified
for their support and generosity.”

The FMB, which last year re-

ceived less income from Lottie Moon
for the second time in three years and
was forced to make some budget cuts,
needs this increase to keep growing
worldwide, Rankin said.

Buoyed by the projection, and by
recently announced individual gifts of
$3 million for work in China and $1
million for Europe, Rankin affirmed
God as the supplier for the mission.
program, ‘

“God is faithful to provide re-
sources as we continue to expand and
reach a lost world,” Rankin said. “The
fact that this will be the largest offer-
ing in history gives us encouragement
as we plan for the future.”

The projected total would exceed
the 1991 offering, the largest to date,
by about $1.2 million. It also would
provide about $1.5 million for the
FMB’s planned $8 million capital
outlay overseas for things such as new
construction, equipment and vehicles.

Still, it falls short of the $83 mil-
lion the board expected when it creat-
ed the 1994 budget last October.

"Who told you brussels sprouts were of the devil?I"
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. Although many Kentucky fﬁ
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Kentucky friends of BJC start endowment

By Marv Knox
Edjtor

A Kentucky group has established
an endowment to support the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, a
religious liberty watchdog spurned by
the Southern and Kentucky Baptist
conventions.

Friends of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee made the announcement last
week, in a fund-raising letter mailed
across the state. The endowment also
was endorsed in the latest newsletter
of the moderate Kentucky Baptist
Fellowship.

The Baptist Joint Committee fo-
cuses on preserving the religious free-
doms guaranteed by the First Amend-
ment. Its recent history with the
Southern Baptist Convention has
been spotted by controversy.

Conservatives complained about
the Baptist Joint Commiittee through-
out most of the 1980s. They faulted
the committee, which represented
nine Baptist denominations in Wash-
ington, for failure to support a school
prayer amendment and for refusing to
fight abortion.

The committee’s supporters coun-
tered that it upheld the SBC’s historic
principle of church-state separation,
which would be violated by state-

mandated school prayers. They also -

noted abortion and other ethical issues
were not the committee’s assignment,
and it could address only reli glous lib-
erty issues.

The SBC eventually defunded the
Baptist Joint Committee and then sev-
ered all ties with the organization. In

‘the wake of those actions, the Ken- -

tucky Baptist Convention voted in
1991 to “find a way” to support the
committee through its own budget.
In 1992, the KBC Executive
Board agreed to set aside a special
fund, created with $200,000 of un-
spent money from the KBC budget
over two years, which would provide
the Baptist Joint Committee with
about $17,000 annually.
Controversy immediately ensued.
The day after the plan was approved,
conservatives narrowly failed to get
the KBC to rescind its 1991 action,

Foundatlon Beware of gifts

Some gifts of real estate may be
more of a liability to churches than an
asset, according to the Kentucky Bap-
tist Foundation.

The Foundation recently approved
documents outlining its policies about
accepting gifts of real estate. And
Foundation officials believe all
churches should take a long look be-
fore accepting gifts of real estate, as
well.

“The costs of complying with sol-
id or hazardous waste regulations and
the costs of cleaning contaminated
property can potentially exceed the
value of the donated property,” the
Foundation document explains.

As a result of these concerns, the
Foundation will accept no gifts of real
estate until a title search is done and a
review of the property has been com-
pleted by an environmental commit-
tee.

Under current law, any owner of
contaminated property can be held li-

able for cleanup costs, whether the
current owner is responsible for the
contamination or not.

The expense of such a cleanup
could place a tremendous burden on a
church and cripple future ministry,
said Richard Carnes, Kentucky Bap-
tist Foundation executive director.
For this reason, he urges all churches

- to make a thorough investigation be-

fore accepting real estate gifts.

Copies of the Foundation’s poli-
cies about real estate gifts were sent
to all Kentucky Baptist Convention
agencies and institutions. The Foun-
dation also has prepared a series of
environmental checklists and ques-
tionnaires to be used in evaluating all
types of property for potential envi-
ronmental liabilities.

Churches may obtain any of these
documents by calling the Foundation
at (502) 245-4101 or writing the
Foundation at Box 43433, Louisville,
Ky. 40243.

which authorized Kentucky’s Baptist
Joint Committee fund. A year later—
at the 1993 KBC annual meeting in
Elizabethtown—they prevailed, and
the Kentucky convention also de-
funded the committee.

That’s when the Baptist Joint
Committee’s friends decided to start
their own fund, said Greg Brooks,
pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in
Frankfort. :

“Two or three of us talked after the
(KBC) vote and ... started thinking
about raising money and creating a
fund similar to the one that had been
set up” by the Executlve Board,
Brooks said.

They convened a December meet-
ing, at which Baptist Joint Committee
Executive Director James Dunn de-
scribed the committee’s work to 25
people from 18 Kentucky Baptist
churches. That group, which became
Friends of the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee, set up a five-member steering
committee to plan the endowment.

Steering committee members are
Brooks; Betty Cook, a layperson and
member of Crescent Hill Baptist
Church in Louisville; Bill Crosby,
pastor of Erlanger Baptist Church in
Erlanger; Bob DeFoor, pastor of Har-
rodsburg Baptist Church in Harrods-
burg; and Frank Hatfield, a layperson
and member of First Baptist Church
of Shepherdsville.

Their letter—sent to members of
the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and
Kentucky subscribers to Baptists To-
day newspaper—detailed plans for
the new fund.

The group hopes to raise $200,000
to endow the fund, which will be
managed by the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation, the letter said. Interest off
that endowment will provide the Bap-
tist Joint Committee with operating
funds similar to what the KBC would
have provided, an estimated $17,000
annually. ;

“Charter documents ... have been
structured to satisfy two primary con-
cerns,” the letter said. “First, the en-
dowment is an ‘irrevocable trust,” so
gifts by individuals are tax-deduct-
ible. Second, adequate provisions
have been made to safeguard the en-

dowment from persons who are not
sympathetic to the aims, goals and
work”” of the Baptist Joint Committee.

The endowment is intended to pro-
vide support for the Baptist Joint
Committee and peace within the
KBC, said Crosby, who is a trustee of
the Baptist Joint Committee.

- “There was a close vote to defund
the Baptist Joint Committee at Eliza-
bethtown,” Crosby said. “So it’s ob-
vious many Kentucky Baptists are
supportive. _

“The endowment is not intended
to be a problem for or harm to those
who oppose the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee. It doesn’t require them to pro-
vide any financial support. It’s intend-
ed as a vehicle for people who want
to support the Baptist Joint Cornmlt-
teer

And if the endowment is success-
ful, it will benefit all Kentucky Bap-
tists, he predicted. “Hopefully, we can
put this issue to rest, and we won’t
even have another fight about it.”

- The Friends’ fund-raising letter
and Kentucky Fellowship newsletter
reported five churches already have

~ committed $90,000 toward the en-

dowment’s-$200,000 goal.

One of those churches is First Bap-
tist Church of Ashland, where Pastor
Bill Messer has made a verbal com-
mitment to lead the church to contrib-
ute $10,000 during the next two years.
Messer was the person who made the
original motion to find a way for the
KBC to provide funds directly to the
Baptist Joint Committee. And last
year, he spoke in favor of rescinding
that action, in the interest of peace in
the convention.

The fund-raising letter noted some
churches are making initial contribu-
tions to the endowment by reallocat-
ing portions of their gifts that normal-

ly would be designated toward the .

operating budget of the KBC. It also
said Dunn encouraged churches that
have the Baptist Joint Committee in
their budgets to give those amounts to
the endowment.

And the letter said contnbutlons
can be sent directly to the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation, designated “BJC-
PA Endowment.”

HABITAT PARTNERS Alan McLaughlin (right), a representative of Baptist Healthcare Sys-
tem, reviews plans for a Habitat for Humanity project in Shelbyville with Howard Griffith,
senior pastor of First Christian Church of Shelbyville; Shelbyville Mayor Neil Hackworth;

and Jim Smith, president of Habitat for Humanity. Baptist Healthcare System will work
with the Shelby County Ministerial Alliance and the city of Shelbyville to build a one-story

home for a needy family April 16-17. The city is donating the land; Baptist Healthcare
System is paying for materials; and the Ministerial Alliance will provide volunteers from
20 churches. Ray Farrow, pastor of Waddy Baptist Church is chairman of the task force
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that will coordinate the vo/unteer effort.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

M Ricky Skaggs,
country music recording
artist, will sing and speak
during the Lay Bible
Conference at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary May 12-14.
Skaggs was raised in a
Christian home in
eastern Kentucky. Other
speakers include Truett
Cathy, founder of Chick-
fil-A Inc., and Joe
Rodgers, former
ambassador to France.
For registration
information, call (502)
897-4142.

W Clear Creek Baptist

Bible College has
announced-plans to
participate in the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s partnership
with Russian Baptists.

W Campbellsville
College has announced
a record spring semester
enroliment of 1,035
students, a 10 percent
increase over last spring.
Fall enrollment also set a
new record, with 1,163
students.

M A $1.5 million gift to
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
will benefit the Louisville
campus and the
seminary’s Northeastern
Baptist School of
Ministry. The gift from
Charlotte Hoover of
Annandale, Va., will

. provide $900,000 for the

Northeastern School, as
well as $277,000 toward
a chair of pastoral care at
Southern and $290,000
toward construction of
the next phase of the
seminary’s Campus
Center.

B Cumberland College
will be featured during
two segments of
“Kentucky Life with Bill
Crawford,” to be aired
March 19 at 2 p.m. and
April 23 at 2 p.m., both
on WLEX-TV in
Lexington.
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Christ calls for a spirit of sacrifice

Sometimes, those of us with a

Southern background are too polite,

too nice to call fellow Christians to
make sacrifices for our Lord. He him-
self showed no such timidity! This
inclination of ours can even prove to

ticipant in the functions of a church,
and even take a leadership role in its
organization. But if a sacrificial spirit
is missing, the truth is that individual
is undermining his or her church.
Without sacrifice, there are no

be a liability _ ! deeds  of
to the Lord’ i
AR VINISTERIALLY SPEAKING [seiuvss

Gandhi
described seven deadly things that
can destroy a people. One of them
was “religion without sacrifice.” Any
religious movement lacking self-sac-
rifice is facing imminent danger.

Without a spirit of sacrifice, one
may be active in a church but inactive
in its gospel. One may be a faithful
attender of religious services, a par-

no going the
second mile, no selfless sharing so
others can come to know the truth.
With no desire to give for others’
sakes, the highest good becomes
“what do I gain from this?” Others are
driven away or neglected, since they
may interfere with gettmg what I
want.
We must search our hearts to see if

we are living out sacrificial service.
Christ still calls us today to take up
the servant’s towel, to take up our
own crosses and follow him. Some
questions worthy of thoughtful reflec-
tion are:

H Are there certain things I do only
begrudgingly for Christ, his church or
others?

I Have I been refusing God’s call
to perform a ministry of sacrificial
love or to do some kindness for some-
one else?

I Have I become too self-centered
in my lifestyle? Is it truly marked by
sacrifice for others to God’s glory?

Let’s each ask God to grant us a
humble, loving, sacrificial heart—and
actions to match it.

Rick Lucas, director of missions
Sulphur Fork Baptist Association
Westport

Finances healthy

Kentucky Baptists’ agenciesinsti-
tutions, auxiliary, commission and
state mission board are financially
healthy and worthy of continued and
increased support.

Healthcare System, the Western Re-
corder, Kentucky Baptist Foundation
and the KBC mission program funds.

- Each audit was reviewed according to

adopted procedure.
Members of the audit workgroup
present were Joe

This was the Bagwell, Eddie
opinion of the Ken- BAPTIST FD RUM Brown, Jerry
tucky Baptist Con- Dooley, James

vention’s audit workgroup, which
met Jan. 31. The workgroup ex-
pressed commendation and apprecia-
tion to the boards and administrations
of all KBC entities for the positive
ways in which they were providing
sound leadership.

An audit workgroup from the
KBC Executive Board meets annual-
ly to review the audited financial
statements of all KBC entities. These
financial statements reflect their fi-

nancial conditions and the results of

their operations. This annual process
is another way the KBC and its affili-
ated entities provide accountability
for the millions of dollars given each
year to convention causes.

The workgroup reviewed audits
for Campbellsville College, George-
town College, Cumberland College,
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College,
Oneida Baptist Institute, Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children, Baptist

Hales, Jackie Perkins, Everett Priddy,

Roy Ricketts, Harlan Williams and
Thomas Williams.

Jerry Dooley, chairman

KBC audit workgroup

Louisville

30C’s

It was with a great deal of sensitiv-
ity that you addressed the issue of
clergy sexual misconduct (WR, Jan.
4). This is an issue that cannot be ig-
nored, because of the damage to the
congregation and to individuals.

The “three C’s” to which ministers
need to attend are community, collab-
oration and consultation. Without
these three elements, the clergy per-
son is much more vulnerable to inap-
propriate acting-out.

Unfortunately, in the business of
church life, many ministers do not at-
tend to these needs. The connectivity

of community in which one is not the
person responsible for the caring is
crucial, as is the opportunity to
“bounce ideas” in collaboration, and
the accountability of consultation.
One may wonder where these ele-
ments are available. While I cannot
speak for the rest of the state, I know
that in Jefferson County the Kilgore

Samaritan Counseling Center pro--

vides a ministry support group. It is a
group where I have discovered com-
munity, collaboration and consulta-
tion for well over a year.

Those who recognize a need in
their lives for these elements may
want to avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity.

Lee H. Baucom
Louisville

Commendable job

Thank you for your coverage of
home schooling as a viable option for
educating children (WR, Feb. 1). You
did a commendable job in research-
ing the facts and interviewing home-
schooling parents.

As a home-schooling parent of
five years, I was encouraged to read
such well-written articles.

Lilybeth Parrent
Bowling Green

Awesome repercussions

What happened last week at
Southwestern Seminary did not affect-
me personally. For I am neither a
graduate of that institution nor was
President Russell Dilday a close, per-

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

sonal friend. But he was a
friend who, with his wife,
Betty, provided Alice and
me pleasant companion-
ship from time to time.
I'had only moments be-
fore heard of his firing
when I took a call from a
respected layman in our
state, asking for the names
of the Kentucky trustees
for that institution. He has
a child at Southwestern

William W. Marshall

sented on our staff.

The chairman of the trustees, attor-
ney Ralph Pulley, is a multi-term
member of the board of trustees at
Southwestern and was, according to
all reports, the prime mov-
er in the firing.

Since no public charg-
es have been made as to
why Dilday was fired, and
the trustees have refused to
be specific, the trustees
have left themselves open
to a Southern Baptist
“public” outrage which
cannot but negatively im-
pact their role and the role
of trustees elected as
“stewards” of other South—

and from her had just
heard what had happened on Wednes-
day morning, March 9.

Calls and conversations have since
become intense and frequent. South-
western Seminary graduates represent
the second-largest number of church
ministers in our state, second only to
Southern. Southwestern is well-repre-
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ern Baptist institutions.

The trustees of Southwestern Sem-
inary have, perhaps unwittingly, set a
torch to the fabric of trust surround-
ing the largest seminary in the world.

The furor already rising in Texas
over this event will further sweep
many other Southern Baptists into an

even more painful awareness that

Southern Baptists are in deep trouble.
Those who affirm the current di-
rection of SBC leadership will not
agree that Southern Baptists are in
deep trouble. However, some of those
I know who favor the current direc-
tion will not agree that what was done
with Russell Dilday was the high-
road, Christian thing to do. However,
it is only when those folks refuse to
be silent that the direction of the SBC
will be brought back to center where
most Southern Baptists still are. -

In the meantime, this incident will
have awesome repercussions, yet to
be imagined.

It is, perhaps, ironic that durmg
this year of Southwestern’s great ag-
ony, the university that gave birth to
them 86 years ago, Baylor, will begin
a new seminary in Waco with the
name of George W. Truett Theologi-
cal Seminary of Baylor University.

We are, it seems, in an era of “new
beginnings.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

 ters erotically, as though they are
_ the height of pleasure, though
~ risky and “sinful.” But the sin is
_the treatment of people like ob-
 jects—instruments on which oth-
- ers can demonstrate their skill, -
 rather than as an other whom one
cherishes and covenants with for
life-long intimacy. Married cou-
_ ples-often are sex partners for 20

. than the otherT -

.FAMILY FORUM:

MARRIAGE

P:anos & partners ,
By Diana Garland ‘ .

We have this pecullar notion

 that sex is an individual skill, like
" playing the piano. Similarly, we
_ hear individuals described in_
. movies or television as being
_ “good in bed.” Nothing could be
_ further from the truth of God’s
 creation. One can no more bean
 individually skilled sex partner
 than one can be a lover withouta
~ beloved. Sexual skill bclongs o
_ arelationship.

 Movies depict sexual encoun-

0 years before they totally
e intense intimacy

_and eroticism that comes with the

abandonment of pretense in the

_ Think of sexual erottczsm asa

. skill that couples develop togeth-

er, over a lifetime. Here are ideas

_ for developing sexual intimacy:

B Recognize vulnerability and

' greet it in one another with max-
imum tenderness and honor

B Laugh at yourself as often as

~ you can, but never at the partner,

1 Be lovingly honest about -

' what you want and do not want.

1 Give yourself permission to
try: new experiences. If it is dis-
appomtmg, there w111 be another
time. . :

1 Stretch to meet your part-
ner’s desires; your marriage will

- grow.

1 Emotional mttmacy some-

 times comes with a simple look

across the room; other times, it is

_atalklong into the night. Recog-.
,'mze that sexual intimacy like-

_ wise can be expressed in- ‘brief
- moments of need meeting in the
 midst of hectic schedules and fa-

tiguing demands. It also can be

_expressed in a long romantic
_ evening of music and candle-

light. One is not rnore 1mpoxtant -

tcuiber that sex.
pening sign of
1 Ve, for us, not a




~ EDITORIALS

They lied to Dilday; have they been lying to you?

Prayers for peace in the Southern Baptist Convention suffered a se-
vere blow at the hands of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
trustees last week.

They fired President Russell Dilday, a respected conservative schol-
ar, minister and administrator who led the Fort Worth, Texas, school
since 1978. The firing came less than a day after they gave him high
marks on his annual performance review and assured him they knew
nothing about a rumored plan to kick him out. It came moments before
they changed the locks on his office door to keep him out.

Dilday became the first president of any of the SBC’s six seminaries
to be fired during the so-called theological battle that has engulfed the
convention for 15 years. Ironically, Dilday’s ouster apparently had noth-
ing to do with theology—the motor that has driven the convention’s vic-
torious conservative party’s cause.

Truth is, we don’t know what charges trustees believed warranted
Dilday’s surprise termination. They operated behind closed doors. Af-
terward, trustee Chairman Ralph Pulley, who made the motion to fire
Dilday, refused to talk about it. Later, Dilday reported that he had asked
why he was being forced to retire or get fired and that Pulley told him:
“We don’t need a reason; we can do it. We have the votes, and we will.”

For a decade and a half, the conservative political party has told South-
ern Baptists it needed their votes to root out liberalism in the seminaries
and other agencies so it could set the convention on a more conservative
course. But liberalism never was Dilday’s problem, nor Southwestern’s.
Dilday never has been accused of theological error or deviation. And
even the SBC Peace Committee, which studied the orthodoxy of all six
seminaries, found not a whiff of heresy at Southwestern.

Sometimes administrators get fired for incompetence, but such charg-
es couldn’t stick against Dilday. The 4,000-student seminary is the

world’s largest. Enrollment has held strong, despite the uncertainty of
convention controversy and a shrinking base of students as the “baby
bust” generation has reached adulthood. The faculty has remained large,
conservative and strong. Endowment has skyrocketed to $74 million.
Finances are stable.

Through the years, Dilday has stood as a stalwart bridge and peace-
maker within the convention. Yes, he did criticize the conservative par-
ty’s “crass, secular political methodology,” but he never deviated from
his own conservatism. He was a leader among dénominational agency
heads in seeking reconciliation between both groups in the SBC battle,
especially attempting to find ways the seminaries could appease conser-
vative critics and continue to provide outstanding ministry preparation.

The conservative political party has said theology has been the reason
for taking over the SBC, but it could not find a heretic in Dilday. On the
night before he was fired, their formal inquiry found no fault in him.
They lied to him, saying they knew nothing about plans to fire him.
Meanwhile, letters to students and faculty had been prepared, a public
relations consultant had been acquired and new locks for his office had
been ordered.

The conservative political party has claimed the SBC needed to be
taken over, saved from liberals. Thousands of good, earnest, God-fear-
ing, Bible-loving Southern Baptists contributed to the cause by voting
the party ticket. Now, that party is in such control of the SBC that its
leaders “don’t need a reason” for firing a respected and faithful seminary
president. They still don’t have any heretics to show for all their hunting,
and numerous indicators of denominational health have declined.

Is it because party bosses have been lying to Southern Baptists, just
like they lied to Russell Dilday?

Marv Knox

No matter what the ads say, alcohol poses spiritual danger

An alcohol-related traffic death
occurs every 20 minutes. Alcohol
causes almost 100,000 deaths per
year. About 90 percent of unwanted
pregnancies occur as a result of the in-
fluence of alcohol.
Up to 36 percent of
suicide  victims
have a history of al-
cohol abuse or were drinking shortly
before their suicide. One snort of co-
caine can kill a person. The World
Health Organization predicts that in
the next three decades the number of
women who die of smoking will more
than double to over 1 million per year.
And we could go on and on.

But that’s not the half of it. Alco-
hol and other drugs are spiritually
dangerous!

In Galatians 5:19-26, the Apostle

: v .on the stalrs

GUEST EDITORIAL

door. If we ‘head up to the bed— L
L ¢ they come. And if we have to -
. g0 down to the basement we soon hear the
thump—thun‘p—thumpmg of their little feet

Paul contrasts the “works of the flesh”
with the “fruit of the Spirit.” The
works of the flesh—sin—express
cravings of an unregenerate heart. He
describes three classes of activities of
the flesh: impurity,
“sexual immorali-
ty, impurity, de-
bauchery”; pagan-
ism, “idolatry, witchcraft”’; and intem-
perance, “hatred, discord, jealousy,
fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissen-
sions, factions and envy, drunken-
ness, orgies and the like.”

Alcohol and other drugs are men-
tioned twice. First, in verse 20, the
word for “witchcraft” is the word
from which we get the word “phar-
macy.” Drug use and the occult also
have been friends to each other. Sec-
ond, in verse 21, drunkenness or in-

1me and 1n

T

toxication is associated with the use
of alcohol or other drugs.
Frighteningly, Paul declares that
those people whose lives are charac-
terized by these practices “shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.” A life-
style of intoxication is evidence that a

-person is not a child of God! Paul ech-

oes this important warning in 1 Corin-
thians 6:9-10 and Ephesians 5:5. Al-
cohol and other drugs are both physi-
cally and spiritually deadly.

But the fruit of the Holy Spirit is,
among other characteristics, “self-
control.” Attempting to master our
sinful appetites is a mark of a person
who is a Christian and who is indwelt
by the Holy Spirit. Christians possess
the power of the Spirit to resist the use
of intoxicating and disease-causing
substances.

Thls parent—
shadowmg behav-
ior has its advan-

e‘O\NY\ ho[\ne

tages, though. If the gxrls dllly-dally at
~ mealtime and can’t seem to finish eating,

tlon )

Likewise, those who belong to
Jesus Christ should resist the “media-
hype” that alcohol and other drugs
need to prosper in our society. We
should also:

B Support federal, state and local
legislation aimed at restricting ads for
alcohol and cigarettes.

B Support school groups that em-
phasize and reinforce abstinence.

0 Call on legislators, athletes and
others not to accept money from
death-producing substances.

On Alcohol and Drug Abuse Pre-
vention Sunday, March 20, and every
other day of the year, walk in the Spir-
it and do not manifest the works of
the flesh.

Ben Mitchell, associate director
SBC Christian Life Commission
Nashville

e’y got; aﬁ greatfdeal m' camman w:th Mosesaml hls _chlldren

all we’ ve got to do is g0 upstairs for a few ’
, mmutes They’ll gobble down their food
- and quickly reappear, hot on our trail.
'\ Butithas its drawbacks too. Like in .
. the mornings, when_evcrybody s
' trylng to get ready for work and» ;
~school. Bathrooms just aren’t
made to be tooth-brushing, -
halr-cmfﬁng, face-shav-
-ing, eye-makeupping,
_clothes-dressing are-
~ mas for a family of
four, plus a dog.
(And believe me, if
all the human beings
in the family are in
one place, Betsy’s gomg to be in on the ac-

shower wrapped in a towel to ﬁn

~ and her clothes scattered all over’
- Lindsay brushmg her hair at the sink wher
- I was supposed to shave, Joanna trying
 short-circuit the electricity with he:
iron, and Betsy begging fora scratck
anybody ‘who’d pay attention.
1 dressed in the closet, whlch ex
over the garage, doesn’t have insulatio
_and is so cold it’s the only place in th
house where the other mammals in the fam:
_ily won’t follow. While I was thawing o
my trousers, I remembered how—when the
kids were preschoolers——J oanna used to go
 to the bathroom, just to have privacy.
: No place is sacred anymore.

When
Southwestern
Seminary President
Russell Dilday
asked trustee
Chairman Ralph
Pulley why he was
being fired, Pulley
told him: “We don’t
need a reason; we
can do it. We have
the votes, and we
will.”

In addition to the
physical harm they
present, alcohol
and other drugs are
spiritually
dangerous.

urlin

Marv Knox
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By Marv Knox
Editor

Contributions to Kentucky Baptist
Convention causes remained ahead of
both budget and last year’s pace half-
way through the fiscal year.

At the end of February, contribu-
tions to the KBC’s Cooperative Pro-
gram budget totalled almost $8.8 mil-
lion.

That amount is $128,020 (1.5 per-
cent) ahead of the pace needed to
reach the Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram’s $17.3 million operating goal.
Itis $170,648 (2 percent) ahead of last
year’s six-month receipt total.

The Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram is divided into two parts, with
about 63 percent remaining in the
state to support KBC causes and 37
percent forwarded to support South-
ern Baptist Convention causes.

The Kentucky portion of the bud-
get has been bolstered by an increase
in contributions designated to stay in
Kentucky. Primarily contributed by
KBC churches dissatisfied with the
national convention, this fund has re-

.ceived $191,146 during the current
fiscal year, an increase of $23,971
(14.3 percent) over contributions for
the same period last year.

When that fund is combined with

KENTUCKY

Kentucky’s portion of the Coopera-
tive Program, receipts total slightly
more than $5.7 million, for an in-
crease of $157,703 (2.8 percent) over
last year.

In addition, contributions to all
five of the KBC’s special offerings—
for foreign, home and state missions,
as well as the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children and Baptist
Healthcare System’s charity fund—
remain ahead of last year’s pace.

“The consistency of mission sup-
port by Kentucky Baptist churches
continues to provide me with encour-
agement and, sometimes, surprise,”
said KBC Executive Secretary-Trea-
surer Bill Marshall. “Frankly, to do as
well as we are doing in times like
these deserves the attention of all

‘Kentucky Baptists.”

The current contribution level
marks a positive turn for Kentucky
Baptists, Marshall said: “It has been
seven years since we were actually
ahead of budget after six months.
Washington should do so well!

“This consistency also sends a
positive message to all our KBC in-

stitutions and agencies. They join me

in gratitude to the churches.”

The positive six-month report will
have an impact beyond the current
budget year, reported KBC Business

Kentucky CP ahove hudget at mid-year

Manager Barry Allen.

“The six-month report becomes an
important number for us in projecting -
the future,” he said, reinforcing the
importance of being ahead of budget
halfway through the year for the first
time in seven years.

“It seems the economic reports
continue to reflect Kentucky’s econ-
omy is doing OK,” Allen said.

He cited expansion of the auto in-
dustry, particularly Toyota’s new
plant in Georgetown and Ford’s
truck-plant expansion in Louisville,
as indicators of Kentucky economic
growth.

“Those are positives for our econ-
omy,” he said. “Apparently the
churches feel good about the conven-
tion and what they are able to do
through the convention.”

Summary of six-month giving:

B Total Kentucky CP: $8,796,974

B Sent to SBC: $3,254,880

B Kept in Kentucky: $5,542,094

B Designated to KBC: $191,146

M Total available to KBC:
$5,733,240

M KBC budget: $3,752,961

B Amount over budget:
$1,980,279

Church Music Instrumental Workshop
for Directors and Instrumentalists
featuring -

16,1994
aptist Church

iterature available for
‘all sizes and an opportu-
mentalists to play with a mass
group. Cost is $10 per person. For a
registration form or more information, call the
Church Music Department, Kentucky Baptist
Convention at (502) 245-4101.

CHURCH BUSES

* 12 to 41 capacity
e Over 60 used buses in stock

METROTRANS CORPORATION
PO. Box 2126

Brentwood, TN 37024-2126

‘Call Henry Headden today
1-800-370-6180
~ 1-615-371-6180

Top: Classic—Available in 20', 22, 24, and 28
Bottom: Classic II—No CDL license required

j 6 WESTEﬁN-RECORDER B MARCH 15, 1994



Conference addresses struggle on women’s issues

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Today’s church
and the Joseph of the New Testament
may have had similar experiences
with women, a noted Christian femi-
nist speaker said in Louisville March 5.

“What the church is going through
now is what Joseph felt like when he
discovered Mary was going to have a
baby,” Mercy Oduyoye, a Methodist
leader from Ghana, said at a confer-
ence on women and the church held
at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.

Joseph was plagued by sleepless-
ness, wondering how he ever would
get the world to believe Mary was
right, then trying to figure out how he
could end the engagement without
making a public disgrace of Mary,
Oduyoye related. “But God asked
him to be in solidarity with Mary.”

Modern churches, like Joseph, are
asking, “This thing with which wom-
en are pregnant—is it of God?” she
declared.

Oduyoye was one of two keynote
speakers at “Toward Solidarity: A
Conference on Women and the
Church.” The two-day conference
was sponsored by a consortium of
theological schools in the Kentucki-
ana region.

The other keynote speaker was

Letty Russell, professor of theology at
Yale Divinity School in New Haven,
Conn. In addition to the plenary ses-
sions, the conference offered worship
and workshops focusing on theologi-
cal, educational and social justice is-
sues related to women’s roles in the
church.

Although a member of the consor-
tium, Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary did not help sponsor this
conference.

Southern Seminary President Al
Mohler withdrew Southern Baptists’
support, citing speakers and work-
shop topics ‘slanted in a very radical
direction.”

Nevertheless, of 250 total partici-
pants at the conference more than
100 were affiliated with Southern,
conference leaders estimated. Several
Southern faculty members and grad-
uate students were involved in lead-
ership roles.

“There is definitely a captivity of
the human mind to the present patri-
archal system,” said Oduyoye, who is
active with the World Council of
Churches.

“The church speaks of hope, but it
is unable to cope with its own com-
plicity in the domination order,” she
explained.

Despite the difficulties and seem-
ing hopelessness women face at

times, Oduyoye said, “there are
churches working toward solidarity.”

Oduyoye defined solidarity as a
church’s intentionality in acting with
women concerning women'’s issues.

She said that requires working for
peace through justice; working for
participation—equal partnership in
church leadership; and working for
greater visibility and respect for
women in theological and spiritual
circles.

Oduyoye called women and the

" church to “enter into a non-violent

revolution to end domination and get
away from patriarchal structures.”

Moving toward solidarity with
women, she said, requires:

B Breaking the silence.

B Recovering and retelling wom-
en’s stories of the past and present.

B Seeking global coalitions against
the abuse of women.

I Working together—women and
men—to enable, empower, share with
and heal wounds of women.

I Dropping all language that ex-
cludes or belittles women.

Russell, the other keynote speak-
er, said women and men truly become
partners in the church when church is
envisioned “in the round.”

She used the metaphor of a round
table to describe her vision of a
church as a “community of faith and

Workshops explore hiblical texts, Jesus

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Achieving soli-
darity among men and women in the
church requires a careful re-examina-
tion of Scripture and Christian doc-
trines, according to an ecumenical
_ group of scholars.

In a range of workshops during a
March 4-5 conference on women and
the church, faculty and staff members
from five seminaries—including
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary—addressed the search for gen-
der equality in the church.

One such workshop explored
seemingly conflicting biblical texts
that acknowledge women’s respected
place of authority in the church but
also command women to be silent.

Such texts can be reconciled if
Christians recognize that the apostle
Paul wrote about women from two
different frames of reference, said
Robert Mulholland, a New Testament
instructor from Asbury Theological
Seminary, a Wesleyan school in Wil-
more.

By using different Greek words
for the English word “man,” Paul dis-
tinguished the roles of men and wom-
en from the roles of husbands and
wives, Mulholland said.

The apostle aimost always used
the Greek term “anthropos” as a ge-
neric reference to man, while desig-
nating the Greek term “aner” for the
more specific role of a husband, he
said. These distinctions illustrate that
passages dealing with family relation-
ships do not refer to the role of wom-
en in the church, Mulholland con-
cluded.

But such family relationships have
become the basis for many Christians

‘to advocate male domination—both
in the church and in the family, said
Sharyn Dowd, who teaches New Tes-
tament at Lexington Theological
Seminary, a Disciples of Christ
school located in Lexington.

One of the biggest problems in in-
terpreting texts about women is that
Christians claim the household codes
are the “biblical mandate for the
Christian home,” Dowd said.

“Household codes” refers to pas-
sages in the New Testament—adapt-

" ed from classical Greek and Roman

culture—that give behavioral and re-
lational instructions for family mem-
bers.

“The household codes are hierar-
chical in structure,” Dowd said. “The
male is ranked superior to the wife,
children and slaves.”

Opposing such standards would
have been considered a subversive act
by.the government in New Testament
times, Dowd continued. :

But early Christian leaders added
a new, egalitarian twist when they in-
cluded the codes in their writings, she
said. Almost without exception, the
passages include reciprocal require-
ments for the dominant partner.

“Familial relationships in Paul’s
passages have been radically tem-
pered by the call of Christ,” echoed
Mulholland.

In fact, the text in Ephesians 5 in-
dicates husbands have been called to
carry the major role of submission in
the marriage relationship, Mulholland
suggested. Ephesians 5:25 exhorts
husbands to love their wives “just as
Christ loved the church and gave him-
self up for her.”

In a related. workshop on “Jesus,
Women and Theology,” Carmel
McEnroy of St. Meinrad School of

Theology, a Catholic school in Indi-
ana, addressed Jesus’ behavior to-
ward women.

“Jesus defied taboos of the day by
lifting up women,” McEnroy said.

For example, Jesus helped the
bent-over woman stand up straight,
and at the empty tomb he commis-
sioned Mary Magdalene to tell the
good news of his resurrectlon to the
disciples.

Traditional theological studies
about Jesus have tended to accent
Jesus’ sacrificial death to the exclu-
sion of his life and ministry, added
Molly Marshall, associate professor
of Christian theology at Southern
Seminary.

She presented several reasons for
Christian feminists’ desire to empha-
size Jesus’ life:

B Jesus’ suffering and death tends

to project onto God the ultimate role
of a patriarch punishing a child rather
than a paradigm of divine love.

B A theology that identifies love
primarily -as suffering leaves no re-
sources for people in abusive situa-
tions.

# Understanding Jesus as a “male
Savior who does it all” can lead to
passivity, rather than participation, in
working toward God’s kingdom.

“Images (of atonement) must
transform patriarchal structures,”
Marshall concluded.

Amy Pauw of Louisville Presby-
terian Seminary, where the confer-
ence was held, echoed Marshall’s
CONCEITS.

“There is nothing uniquely re-
demptive about the maleness of
Jesus,” Pauw said, noting the signifi-
cance was Jesus’ humanity, not his
maleness.

Furthermore, Chri$tians tend to

struggle.”

Church in the round presupposes
equality and non-hierarchal leader-
ship and emphasizes advocacy with
various types of marginalized people,
including women, she said.

Three types of liberation commu-
nities serve as models of church in the
round, Russell said:

B Renewed churches retain tradi-
tional buildings and denominational
structures but develop a new style of
partnership in ministry.

B Basic Christian communities—
small grassroots groups—seek to
unite biblical reflection and worship
with social analysis and action.

B Feminist Christian communities
are formed by women and men who
have felt alienated from traditional
church structures. They seek to bring
feminist perspectives to mainline
churches.

The most frequent result of these
communities is to strengthen the
church, Russell added.

“They are seeking ways to be fully
Christian, connected to traditions
(within the church) and also to the
marginalized” of society, she said.

The overarching goal of these
groups is Galatians 3:28, Russell
said—*“a church and society where
there are no longer divisions between
class, race or gender.”

& women

project the human maleness of Jesus
onto God,” she continued.

Pauw suggested that using the title
“Sophia”—a Greek word for “wis-
dom”—for Jesus offers a more com-
prehensive understanding of the dei-

“Language matters,” Pauw said,
noting other biblical names—Ilike
“shepherd,” “lamb,” “mother hen”
and “word of God”—used as similes
or metaphors for Jesus.

Various Old Testament passages
such as Proverbs 8 exemplify the
Jewish understanding of Sophia as the
personification of divine wisdom, she
said.

“Jesus is the embodiment of wis-
dom,” Pauw declared. *“Jesus is the
human being Sophia became.”

The concept of Jesus-as “Sophia”
wisdom has sparked recent controver-
sy in a number of circles. A confer-
ence in Minneapolis last November,
sponsored by the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A., drew intense criticism for
promoting the use of the term
“Sophia.”

Jesus may be regarded as the in-
carnation of Sophia in much the same
way he is considered the incarnation
of “logos”—*the word,” Pauw said.

Although early Christian leaders
readily accepted such feminine as-
pects of God, 20th century Christians
have had more difficulty accepting
them, Pauw said.

- Other workshop topics at the Lou-
isville conference included educating
children for equality; dynamics and
challenges of the clergy couple; per-
spectives of women’s concerns from
other cultures; domestic violence
within the congregation; and contri-
butions and challenges of women
across denominational lines.

Modern churches,
like Joseph, are
asking, “This thing
with which women
are pregnant—is it
of God?”

Mercy Oduyoye,
Methodist leader

from Ghana

“Jesus defied
taboos of the day
by lifting up
women.”

Carmel McEnroy, St.
Meinrad School

of Theology
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BAPTISTS

“There is emergmg
in this
denomination ...
an incipient
Orwellian
mentality. It
threatens to drag
us down from the
high ground to the
low lands of
suspicion, rumor,
criticism,
innuendoes, guilt
by association and
the rest of that

demonic family of

forced uniformity.”
From Russell Dilday’s
1984 address to the
Southern Baptist
Convention

Dilday & trustees had their ‘ups & downs in past

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
A sometimes stormy 16-year relation-
ship between President Russell Dil-
day and trustees of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary had re-
cently, by all accounts, been relative-
ly quiet.

The March 9 firing of Dilday by
trustees at the Fort Worth, Texas,
school caught most observers by sur-
prise. Recent trustee meetings, how-
ever, offered some indications that a
truce achieved in 1990 between the
president and his critics was starting
to crack.

In their 1993 spring meeting, trust-
ees praised Dilday for 15 years of
“able leadership and administration,”
but also, in their annual performance
review, challenged him to lead the
seminary to be on “the cutting edge”
of change in the SBC.

Trustee Chairman Damon Shook
said while faculty hired recently at
Southwestern were conservative
theologically, the school should fol-
low the lead of its sister institution,
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, in employing
teachers who are conservative both
biblically and politically.

For his part, last fall, Dilday urged
trustees to moderate their response to
an SBC motion urging seminaries not
to be represented at meetings of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. And
at the March 1994 meeting at which
he was later dismissed, he announced
to trustees that Keith Parks would de-
liver the address at the seminary’s
spring commencement.

Some trustees expressed shock
that Dilday would honor the invitation
to Parks, who at the time he was in-
vited was president of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board but
since retired to lead missions efforts
of the rival Fellowship. The board
overruled him by a voice vote with no
apparent opposition.

Dilday’s latests troubles were rem-
iniscent of 1989-90, when he spent
much of his time on the defense
against charges by trustees of too
much involvement on the wrong side
of SBC politics.

In 1989, trustee officers held a pri-
vate meeting to discuss with Dilday
alleged political activities. Dilday had
spoken to a symposium sponsored by
Baptists Committed to the Southern
Baptist Convention, a moderate
group.

After the private meeting, the then-
trustee chairman, Arkansas physician
Ken Lilly, sent an 85-page memo de-
tailing what he called “political activ-
ity” by Dilday and asking for an ex-
ecutive session to discuss his con-
cerns with the full board.

In response, an Atlanta attorney
threatened to sue trustees if they fired
Dilday.

At their October meeting, trustees
and the president emerged from a
five-hour executive session with a
joint statement agreeing to “cease and
desist from making any statements, or
writings, or engaging in any activities
that could be reasonably be interpret-
ed as being intentionally political in
nature ... .”

packages.
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Six new reasons
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FIRED PRESIDENT Russell Dilday, shown
here in an earlier photo on campus, was
fired as president of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary last week.

The respite was brief, however. In
March 1990, trustees received a letter
from a member of the SBC Executive
Committee, describing a discussion
overheard between Dilday and then-
SBC President Jerry Vines. Dilday
was said to have told Vines the “con-
servative” movement had done more
damage to the SBC than had been
done in the heyday of fundamentalist
J. Frank Norris and to have alleged
that trustees elected during the previ-
ous 10 years were incompetent. .

Dilday said the report of his re-
marks were “not altogether accurate”
and were similar to comments made
by conservative leaders. Trustees

called it a “satisfactory response.”

The dispute re-emerged at the
1990 SBC annual meeting, when Dil-
day told a reporter that “crass, secular
political methodology used in the
takeover of the convention these last
12 years has satanic and evil policies
to which I am desperately opposed.”

Rumors preceding the board’s fall
meeting were that Dilday would be
fired, censured or embarrassed. How-
ever, a calm mood attributed to a re-
treat-style setting away from the cam-
pus and the leadership of the new
trustee chairman, Jimmy Draper, pre-
vailed.

Dilday first came into the spotlight
of the denominational controversy
when he delivered the convention ser-
mon at the 1984 SBC annual meeting
in Kansas City.

The message, titled “On Higher
Ground,” called on Southern Baptists
to avoid the political and theological
controversy that then had been brew-
ing for five years.

“Incredible as it sounds, there is
emerging in this denomination, built
on the principle of rugged individual-
ism, an incipient Orwellian mentali-
ty,” he said. “It threatens to drag us
down from the high ground to the low
lands of suspicion, rumor, criticism,
innuendoes, guilt by association and
the rest of that demonic family of
forced uniformity.”

That comment stirred the ire of
conservative forces who, at the time,
had not publicly admitted they were
operating with an overarching plan to
capture control of the denomination.

Rally calls for Dilday’s return;
some donors to stop giving

FORT WORTH, Texas—A group
of 300 Texas pastors, students and
seminary faculty members called
March 11 for trustees of Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary to
rescind the firing of President Russell
Dilday.

At least 50 Texas Baptist pastors
were among the group, which gath-
ered at Gambrell Street Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, across the
street from the seminary campus.

However, Jerold McBride, presi-
dent of the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas and a participant in the
rally, said he realizes chances of a re-
versal are “nil.”

Other participants in the rally in-
cluded Leroy Fenton, chairman of the
Texas convention’s executive board,
and promiment Texas convention
leaders Phil Lineberger of Tyler and
George Gaston of Abilene.

McBride and others predicted peo-
ple will begin to designate their mis-
sions gifts to voice their outrage over
the dismissal.

Rumors circulated last week that
the Texas convention’s executive
board would move to escrow funds
away from Southwestern. But several
convention insiders said they doubt-
ed that would happen.

Meanwhile, some of the semi-
nary’s major donors reportedly have
notified the seminary.they will give
no more.

Ophelia Humphrey, a longtime

donor from Amarillo, said of Dilday’s
firing: “Personally, for me, it will end
any further financial involvement
with the seminary.”

Kenneth Cooper, founder of the
Cooper Clinic in Dallas and a promi-
nent seminary backer, sent a telegram
to the school March 10 resigning
from the Southwestern Seminary
Council, a select group of top donors.
Cooper further said he was resigning
as chairman of the seminary’s current
fund-raising campaign and cancelling
his personal pledge to the campaign.

Cooper said he would not support
or promote the seminary in any way
in the future because of the way trust-
ees acted with Dilday.

Dilday met with a group of three
Dallas-area donors March 11, at their
request, he said, to discuss their feel-
ings about the firing.

Although Dilday has been encour-
aging donors not to hurt the faculty
and students who remain at South-
western, his firing will have “some
serious impact” on donations, he pre-
dicted.

And although the chances are
“pretty slim” that the Texas Baptist
convention will withhold its funds,
national leaders of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention have consistently un-
derestimated the “staunch indep-
dence” of Texas Baptists, Dilday said.

Based on reports from the Texas Bap-
tist Standard and Associated Baptist
Press
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Southwestern Seminary trustees dismiss Dilday

Continued from page 1

T. Bob Davis, a Dallas dentist and
concert pianist who has been critical
of the formal approach of the semi-
nary’s music school. “They (trustees)
felt like a breath of fresh air was need-
ed.”

But William Hightower of
Charleston, S.C., a trustee who voted
against firing, called the event “a
black day in the life of the school and
the life of Southern Baptists.”

Hightower said the firing came as
a surprise even to some trustees. He
attributed the move to “politics in the
convention.”

Dilday is the first Southern Baptist

Convention seminary president to be
fired since conservatives gained con-
trol of the SBC, in part by charging
the seminaries with liberalism.
. However, no serious charges of
“liberal” teaching at Southwestern
ever have been made public in the last
15 years of denominational strife.

Dilday’s frequent criticism of the
political tactics used by conservatives
has brought him into conflict with his
trustees for the past decade. Two ear-
lier attempts to force him out failed.

Dilday’s firing capped a conten-
tious three-day trustee meeting March
7-9 on the seminary campus in Fort
Worth, Texas.

During last week’s meeting, trust-
ees blocked-all but routine recom-
mendations offered by Dilday, in-
cluding faculty elections. They re-
scinded his 1991 invitation to mis-
sions leader Keith Parks, then presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, to deliver a com-
mencement address this May.

Rumors that trustees would move
against Dilday himself circulated for
more than a week before the meeting,
most suggesting the 63-year-old pres-
ident would be forced to retire earlier
than planned. But, Dilday said, the is-
sue did not surface in a job-perfor-
mance review Tuesday night, March
8, in which trustees gave him a favor-
able evaluation.

Dilday said he had asked the trust-
ee executive committee members—
including Pulley, Davis and Chair-
man Damon Shook of Houston—
about the rumors that he would be dis-
missed. They said they knew nothing
about such a plan, Dilday reported.

But the next morning, as trustees
gathered for their 11 a.m. session,
Shook and trustee Secretary Lee
Weaver of Fort Worth asked to meet
with Dilday privately in the presi-
dent’s office, Dilday said. Waiting for
them were Pulley, Davis and Gerald
Dacus, a trustee from Walnut, Calif.

Pulley said they wanted to offer
him an early retirement plan, Dilday
recalled. “I said I had no plans to re-
tire and didn’t need to see the plan
because I wasn’t ready for retirement.
I said if they wanted me to announce
my retirement plans, I would be glad
to do that, but that they were for when
I am 67 or 68. ... It was not my inten-
tion to retire immediately. God led me
here and I had no leadership from the
Lord that this was the time to retire.”

Dilday said Pulley replied that the
alternative then was that he be fired.

“I asked under what charges, what
rationale, would they dismiss me,”
Dilday said. “His response was, ‘We

don’t need areason. We cando it. We
have the votes and we will, and it will
be with no provision for anything if
you don’t accept the early retirement
plan.’”

Dilday said he told them, “You
have to do your business as a board.
My business is to determine my call-
ing in life, and I am not planning re-
tirement. So let’s go. You do what
you have to do.”

The group then joined the other
trustees, who immediately called for
an executive session and excused
press, faculty and students. Only Dil-
day remained with the trustees,

When they emerged, Dilday told
the 500-plus students gathered out-
side the meeting room that the semi-
nary no longer had a president.

Several events suggested trustees
had laid plans for the dismissal well
in advance:

# Within minutes of the firing,
trustees changed the locks on the
president’s office and denied him ac-
cess.

B Letters from trustees to students
and faculty were distributed immedi-
ately. Two versions had been pre-
pared—one if Dilday accepted forced
retirement and the other if he were
fired.

0 Trustees voted on printed ballots
prepared ahead of time.

0 John Earl Seelig, a longtime sem-
inary vice president fired by Dilday
in 1989, was appointed by trustees to
take charge of public relations.

Seminary spokespersons were in-
structed not to talk to the press. Seelig,
who was on the seminary campus
March 9, said trustees asked him to
take the position before the firing.

“They had done their work,” Dil-
day said afterward. “I am very confi-
dent they had it all worked out before
they came to the meeting.”

Trustees came to the brink of fir-
ing Dilday in 1989 but backed away.
The officers held a closed-door meet-
ing with the president to discuss his
alleged political involvement with
SBC moderates, after which Chair-
man Ken Lilly of Fort Smith, Ark.,
issued an 85-page memo detailing
Dilday’s alleged political offenses. A
five-hour private session between
trustees and Dilday followed, which
resulted in an agreement that both the
president and trustees would avoid
denominational politics.

Seelig, then vice president for pub-
lic affairs, was dismissed for passing
information to trustees that was used
in the failed attempt to fire Dilday, ac-

cording to Dilday and former semi-'

nary employees. Seelig, however, de-
nied he was fired. “That’s false,” he
said.

Dilday said trustees had promised
to make Seelig chief operating officer
if Dilday were fired then.

Seelig’s departure angered trust-
ees, but they were unable to block it.
Instead, they gave Seelig continued
use of his seminary-owned home and
named a banquet room in the student
center for him, “in honor of his dis-
loyalty,” Dilday said.

The controversy erupted again a
year later, however, after Dilday ac-
cused SBC conservatives of “crass,
secular political methodology” in
their rise to power. Calls for trustees

to fire or censure him at their next
meeting were smoothed over by then-
Chairman Jimmy Draper.

Dilday appeared to have worked
out his conflicts with trustees. How-
ever, Pulley—a trustee from 1975 to
1987—was re-elected to the board in
1992, raising fears that the president
again might be targeted.

Pulley, former deacon chairman at
First Baptist Church of Dallas, has
opposed Dilday since the president’s
election in 1978.

When the recommendation to
elect Dilday was brought by a trustee
search committee, Pulley presented
an alternative candidate—his brother-
in-law, Huber Drumwright. At the
time, Drumwright was dean of South-
western’s theology school.

Trustees defeated Pulley’s motion
and elected Dilday president.

Later, Pulley lobbied Dilday to
name Drumwright vice president for
academic affairs at the seminary, but
Dilday chose John Newport instead.
Longtime observers close to the sem-
inary said that rejection solidified Pul-
ley’s opposition to Dilday.

Drumwright left the seminary
soon afterward to become executive
director of the Arkansas Baptist Con-
vention. He died in 1981.

During the trustees’ March 9 de-
liberations, one trustee accused Pul-
ley of carrying out a personal vendet-
ta against the president, a charge Pul-
ley later denied.

Other trustees objected to the man-
ner of the firing. Larry Brown of Con-
vent Station, N.J., said he had served
on boards of major secular corpora-
tions and had never seen such a
“mean spirit” as that demonstrated by
the seminary trustees.

Afterward many trustees declined -

to comment on the firing.

However, Kentucky trustee Lynn
Cooper of Madisonville said he be-
lieves trustees made the right deci-
sion. Cooper, president of People’s
Bank in Madisonville and a member
of First Baptist Church there, left the
meeting the night before Dilday was
fired.

Cooper declined to discuss reasons
for the firing, but said charges that
trustees treated Dilday badly are un-
founded.

“I would take exception to that,”
he said. “There were some difficulties
several years ago that, if the trustees
had desired to treat Dr. Dilday in an
unprofessional manner, that would
have happened. The trustees as a
whole have been very supportive of
Dr. Dilday.”

Cooper also predicted the semi-
nary would hold a steady course
through the transition. “I don’t think
this will have a drastic influence on
any one group’s decisions,” he said.

Cooper has been named to the
presidential search committee to rec-
ommend Dilday’s successor. That
committee will be chaired by Miles
Seaborn, a Fort Worth pastor.

Trustee leaders plan to name an
interim president soon, Cooper said.

Although the original motion to
fire Dilday included no severance
benefits, trustees amended the recom-
mendation to pay him his base sala-
ry—about $85,000 annually—until
he turns 65 in September 1995. He

also will receive a housing allowance,
medical and annuity benefits, and a
$3,000-a-month allowance for an off-
campus office. He and his wife, Betty,
must vacate the seminary-owned
president’s home by June 7.

The provisions of Dilday’s sever-
ance package require him to take no
other employment for 60 days, not
join a competitive venture, and do
“only those things that are supportive
of the seminary and the Southern
Baptist Convention.”

Written by Greg Warner and Toby
Druin, with additional reporting by Mark
Wingfield, Bob Allen and Jim Jones

Reactions to firing

_ “They took the position that it was their right. Andfo be
- perfectly fair, it is true that the board can voie to change
_ presidents at any time. The president serves at the
~_pleasure of the board. | respect their authority to do th
~ But | think they should have good reasons.”

Fired President | i -

activity, because
mvolved m thls

Southern Baptlsts We've entered a new phase of the 'so-
rn Baptists, and n

called resurgence among So
:knuws when it will end.’

- Iook tonuard fo asslstmg in the eﬂort fo hnd a new :
- president.”
- Lynn Cooper Kentucky trustee -

- “This makes it very clear that the problems we have had m
_ Southern Baptist life are political and not theological. ...
his violates everything it means to be a Baptist Chrls_t_la
. | hope at some point Baptist people will wake upand
ay ‘We do not want to be controlled bv a group of peuple -
Wwho are pulmcally motivated.””

g of Russell Dllday does :
pe ple who are slow _Ieame what kmd 0 peuple are m

WESTERN RECORDER B MARCH 15, 1994




B0 R =N e X SRS e O H
1667 ALEXANDRIA DRIVE, LEXINGTON, KY

March 31 - April 1,2-7:30P.M.
| April 3 - 10:45 A M.

For Group Reservation Call: 277-7391

No Admission Charge — Nursery Provided

10 WESTERN RECORDER M MARCH 15, 1994 |



Coming soon to a CD player near you: Gregorian Chant

NEW YORK (RNS)—America’s
 hottest music sensation this spring

could be a Spanish order of Benedic-
tine monks.

After their astonishing climb to the
top of Spain’s pop charts this winter,
the monks of Santo Domingo De Si-
los are set to release a repackaged ver-
sion of their CD in the United States
this month with Angel Records.

The monks’ forte: Gregorian
Chant, of course—the traditional mu-

‘OPRYLAND, PRE
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RAISE THE CURTAIN ON
AN INSPIRATTONAL
TRADITION.

Begin your holiday
tradition with Opryland’s e
“Easterin Songand
Story,” March 25- April 6.
A spectacular event featuring a family-style East

sic of Roman Catholic liturgy sung in
Latin.

The 20-monk choir has released
four recordings since 1972. But no
one anticipated the huge success of
their latest venture.

Released in December, the double
CD captured the No. 1 spot on the
Spanish album charts for five weeks
in a row and sold more than 250,000
copies. That earned the publicity-shy
monks a platinum record in the clas-

2800 Opryland Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37214

A Property of Gaylord Entertainment Company

SENTS

er dinner, an
Easter Garden and Craft Fair in Opryland Hotel and
Bk an inspiring musical play at the Grand Ole Opry,
House presented by Opryland and your local Coca-

% Cola Bottling Company. This unforgettable musical
is a blend of the past and present through the story of

a community that becomes involved in its church’s production of
a Passion play. It's a performance families, churches and religious
groups will certainly enjoy. For group or individual reservations to
the musical play, the dinner, or both, call (615) 871-7690. For rooms
at Opryland Hotel or other fine area hotels, call (615) 872-0600.

sical category.

Steve Murphy, president of Angel
Records, predicts the repackaged U.S.
single CD, called “Chant,” will be-
come an enormous success and even
outsell the Spanish release.

Defining an audience has been dif-
ficult because the monks’ appeal de-
fies age demographics. But since 60
percent of the Spanish CD sales came
from the 16-25 age group, American
marketing efforts will focus on a

4 ™ k7
¢ <

young crowd. s

A massive national advertising
campaign is slated to begin in April,
perhaps on cable networks such as
VH-1. ;

Murphy suggests the monks’
chanting taps into'young people’s
spiritual need, something he says cur-
rently isn’t met anywhere else in con-
temporary music.

“I think that with most people, es-
pecially young people, there has al-
ways been an interest in and a need
for uplifting music—religious in
source and ethereal in presentation,”
he explains. “Happenstance has pro-
vided us with this record, and the
youth are just waiting for it.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Part-time music di-
rector, also pianist for The Grand Riv-
ers Baptist Church. Contact: J. Webb,
1286 J.H. O’Bryan Ave., Grand Riv-
ers, KY 42045, or call (502) 362-
4519.

WANTED: Pastor, Locust Grove
Baptist Church. Contact Mike Will-
iams, chairman, Pastor Search Com-
mittee, 1510 Middle Creek Rd., Eliz-
abethtown, KY 42701.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and education. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Springfield Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 286, Spring-
field, KY 40069. (606) 336-3544.

POSITION: The Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary will make
a faculty appointment in the School
of Church Music for the academic
year 1994-95. Nominations and appli-
cations are invited by March 15,
1994. The candidate must have
strengths in musicology and worship
or related church music area. Super-
vision of doctoral students. Local
church experience would be an asset.
PhD, DMA or similar degree in
church music required. Tenured or
tenurable position. All candidates
must be members of a Baptist congre-
gation and emphasize conservative-
evangelical theology. Send biograph-
ical information to: Search Commit-
tee Dean, Office of Vice President for
Academic Administration, 2825 Lex-
ington Rd., Louisville, KY 40280-
0319.

SEEKING: Cloverport Baptist
Church, Breckinridge Association, is
looking for a minister of youth and
music, 25-30 hours per week. Apart-
ment available. Send resumé, 314 W.
Main St., Cloverport, KY 40111, or
call (502) 788-6650.

SBC TOUR: Orlando, Fla., June
12-16, 1994. Airfare,' room and shut-
tle as low as $449/person. Extensions
available. Ray Hayes (502) 477-2379.

SEEKING: Casas Adobes Baptist
Church announces search for a prin-
cipal/minister for our day school of
grades K-8. Our school is 23 years old
with 320 children. Call Pat Thomp-
son at (602) 297-7238 or write 2131
W. Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 85741-2699
for additional information. Starting
date will be July 1, 1994.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.
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“A major
convergence is
taking place
between us on
social issue after
social issue—such
as abortion,
pornography,
education and
many other

, things.”
Roman Catholic

representative Frank
Ruff, on relations with

Southern Baptists 7

Catholic liaison sees warming relations with Baptists

By Terry Mattingly
Scripps Howard News Service

NASHVILLE (BP)—Frank Ruff

took his usual back-street shortcuts as
he drove into the heart of the massive
complex some call “the Baptist Vati-
can.”
“Good morning, Father Frank,”
called out security guard Richard
Bennett, himself a Catholic, as Ruff
entered the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s executive offices. Upstairs,
Ruff mingled with members of the
SBC elite, many of whom simply
called him “Frank.”

But the priest’s black clerical suit
and Roman collar still stand out in a
Southern Baptist crowd.

Still, no one does a double-take as
Ruff goes about his work as the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ representative in the halls of
Southern Baptist power. The big
news, these days, is that cooperation
between some leaders of America’s
59 million Roman Catholics and 15
million Southern Baptists is becom-
ing old news.

“A major convergence is taking
place between us on social issue after
social issue—such as abortion, por-
nography, education and many other
things,” said Ruff, who works in Ten-
nessee but lives across the state line
in Franklin. “Obviously, we still have
differences. ... But the channels of
communication are wide open right
now. We’re working together in ways

that we have never worked together
before.”

Ruff demonstrated this newfound
openness last November in comments
to the Kentucky Baptist Convention
annual meeting. In brief greetings to
KBC messengers, Ruff apologized
for any wrongs Roman Catholics had
inflicted on Baptists in years past and
called for more cooperation for the
cause of Jesus Christ.

Major signs of change in Baptist-
Catholic relations nationwide include:

I The National Federation of Cath-
olic Youth Ministry recently joined
the Southern Baptist “True Love
Waits” campaign against premarital
Sex.
B For decades, Catholics and Bap-
tists clashed over government support
for parochial schools. But the current
generation of Southern Baptist lead-
ers is becoming more and more criti-
cal of public education trends.

I The results of several dialogues
will be aired in pamphlets co-pub-
lished by Our Sunday Visitor Inc.,
and the Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board. ‘

Formal contacts between Southern
Baptist and Catholic leaders began in
the 1960s after the Second Vatican
Council. Hardly anyone calls these
efforts “ecumenism,” because that
word is anathema for most Southern
Baptists. In the 1960s and *70s, Bap-
tists who talked to Catholics risked
being labeled “liberals.” But in the
’80s and ’90s, many in the SBC’s

udeo-Christian roots still strong

right-wing leadership see contacts
with Rome as a way to push moral
conservatism in public life.

Some Southern Baptists are pass-
ing around John Paul II’s recent en-
cyclical “The Splendor of Truth” and
see the pope as a friend in an age of
relativism:

Others still describe the pope as a
member of hell’s hierarchy.

Ruff has seen the changes first-
hand. He moved to Georgia in 1964
to represent the Glenmary Home Mis-
sion Society, which works in the rural
South. He found seven Catholics in
all of White County, Ga., and 30
Southern Baptist churches.

It’s important for Southern Bap-

tists and Catholics to discuss ways to
use their clout in public debates, Ruff
said. But politics will only go so far.
At some point, America’s two largest
religious groups must face critical is-
sues such as biblical authority and the
role of the church, he said.

“I don’t want to see us try to ride
this social-issues horse too much, be-
cause that horse could jump out from
under us,” Ruff said. “Social issues
change from year to year.

“My prayer is that Southern Bap-
tists and Catholics will see that we
have so much in common when it
comes to faith. I see so much unity,
even though the words we use often
sound so different.”

"I Love Mission Friends!"

Meredith Alexander,
month-old daughter of Skip and Leigh
Anne Alexander, is a member of
Younger Mission Friends at Salem
Baptist Church, Shelbyville. Through
stimulating learning experiences, she
is being taught missions attitudes and
concepts. ‘

For more information abbut missions education for
preschoolers, contact Kentucky WMU, P.O. Box 43433,
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 or call (502)245-4101.
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100 and publication of winning
Western Recorder
A—S9th-12th graders
B—~College students and
other singles above age 18
All entries must be postmarked no
Viay 1, 1994 h

is contest is sponsored by the Western Recorder.
mbers of Kentucky Baptist Convention churches
d “True Love Waits” commitment cards to abstain

Il marriage. Entries will not be returned. Winners will be
panel of judges named by the Western Recorder staff!
ssays must be 500 words or less in length. Mail entries to Western
Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253. Include church name.

Need help
ministering to

pregnancy?

the birth parent is
planning to parent the

someone facing
an unplanned

Some of the best advice
you may be able to give is
to call First Step. Whether

child or is considering adoption, First Step can
help with confidential counseling and
compassionate assistance.

Call toll-free! 1-800-928-5242
(In Louisville, dial 244-9319)

First Step

Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption Service

KSHC 4 service of Kentucky den'st Homes for Children
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Army redesigns chaplain’s crest; crosses still on lapels

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

WASHINGTON—The United
States Army has removed traditional
symbols of the Christian and Jewish
faiths from the regimental crest its
chaplains wear on their dress uni-
forms.

However, chaplains will contintie
to display appropriate faith symbols
on the lapels of all their uniforms. For
example, Christian chaplains will
continue to wear crosses on their la-
pels and Jewish chaplains will wear
Moses’ tablets.

News of the crest’s design change
first was reported in the Army Times
Jan. 17. From that report, influential
Christian radio host James Dobson
sounded an alarm to the 1.8 million
evangelical Christians who receive
his monthly fund-raising letter.

Dobson’s six-page February letter
was devoted to describing the strug-
gle Christian parents face in protect-
ing their children from America’s sec-
ular “counter-culture.”

In a P.S., Dobson wrote: “I just
learned that the U.S. Army has rede-
signed its chaplain’s crest. The cross
has been removed as the symbol of
Christianity. Gone, also, are the tab-
lets and star of David that represented

the Jewish faith. In their place are a
depiction of the sun with its rays,
which refers to the presence of God
in nature, and other symbolic draw-
ings that skirt our Judeo-Christian
heritage. Does anyone object to these
changes, I wonder?”

A footnote cited the Army Times
article as Dobson’s source.

Neither the Army Times article
nor Dobson’s letter explained that
Christian chaplains would continue to
wear other symbols of their faith.

“To say only that (the crest has
been redesigned) is misleading,” ex-
plained Lew Dawson, associate direc-
tor of military chaplaincy with the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board. “The Christian chaplain will
still be well recognized.”

Dawson said the crest is not the
primary symbol that identifies a
Christian chaplain in the Army.

Col. Wayne Kuehne, director of
plans and policies with the chief of
chaplains office in Washlngton con-
curred.

Kuehne said he had fielded sever-
al inquiries about the changes every
day since Dobson’s letter went out.

“One of the difficulties I’ve had in
talking with people is explaining that
we in the Army wear more things on
our uniforms than people in the’ Air

Force and Navy do,” he said.

The crest is worn only on dress
green uniforms above one of the
pockets, Kuehne said. “It does not re-
place what you would see on the la-
pels, which for most of us would be
the cross or the tablets.”

The crest is “optional wear on fhy
green sweater or on my green shirt,”
he said. “The thing that’s not optional
for me is the fact that I will wear my
cross and my nametag.”

The crest revision was approved in
December 1992 but is just now com-
ing out. The reason cited for the
change was to accommodate an ex-
panding array of religions being rep-
resented among Army chaplains.

“The reason was simply to make
the thing wearable by all who are part
of it,” Kuehne said. “Our folks sim-
ply took a look at creating a crest that
would accommodate a11 religions that
we have.”

In addition to Christian and Jew-
ish chaplains, who have served in the
Army for years, the Army in April
will place its first Muslim chaplain at
Fort Bragg, N.C. And chaplain assis-

tants, who represent a wide variety of °

faiths, also wear the crest.

Kuehne said assertions he has
heard that the cross, tablets and star
of David have been replaced by some

type of New Age sun and rays also
are misleading. Everything on the
new crest was on the old crest, he said.

Those charged with the redesign
considered adding symbols of all pos-
sible faiths that should be represent-
ed, he said, but decided that was not
possible. However, they determined
that most of the elements of the crest
easily apply to all religions.

Elements remaining on the crest
include an unspecified holy book; a
shepherd’s crook; “1775,” represent-
ing the year the first chaplains were
appointed; “pro deo et patreo,” which
means “for God and country;” a dove;
the partial sun and its rays.

Paul Hetrick, a spokesman for
Dobson’s Focus on the Family minis-
try, said he sees no need for clarifying
the brief mention in the February let-
ter because he doesn’t think it was
misleading.

“It was not our intention to confuse
anyone on this,” he said. “There is no
difference in what we said and what
the Army Times article said.”

The possibility that Dobson’s
readers might have inferred that
Christian Army chaplains would no
longer wear crosses is far-fetched, he
said. “Citing this article from the
Army Times does not necessarily
mean we were inferring anything.”

Notice o
Position Avdilable

construction.

Post Office Box 204

“including at least the following:
1. A personal history.

The First Baptist Church of Fort Myers, Florida, is receiving recom-
mendations and applications up to May 15, 1994, for a pastor to
lead the church into the twenty-first century.

This 102 year old historic church located in downtown Fort Myers,
has a congregation of 700 members, and an annual budget of
$825,000.00. The church supports the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship. Sunday morning services are broadcast live on the local NBC
affiliate. A new 33,500 square foot Family Life Center is under

Interested individuals should submit a letter application to:

Pastor Search Committee
First Baptist Church of Fort Myers

Fort Myers, Florida 33902
Applications should include a personal resume,

2. Academic history, including
special achievements.
3. Work history, with emphasis on responsibility
and compensation received.
4. Professional certifications and affiliations.
5. Experience and affiliations with
church related organizations.
6. Civic and community involvements.
7. Date you would be available.
In general, full information is preferred. Detailed responses will
assist the Search Committee in evaluating candidates. If out-of-
area applicants are accepted for interview by the Committee,
appropriate travel allowances will be available.
Questions regarding this position may be directed to:
T. Wainwright Miller, Jr., Chairman
Pastor Search Committee
First Baptist Church of Fort Myers
Telephone: 813/656-0196
Facsimile: 813/656-4621

\
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“Qur folks simply
took a look at
creating a crest
that would
accommodate all
religions that we

have.”

Col. Wayne Kuehne,
Army chief of chaplains
office
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One out of 10 American
adults report they teach
a Sunday school or
Christian education
class.

Source: Barna Research
Group

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BEDFORD, Va.—Abner Donald
Anthony, 90, former director of mis-
sions for Daviess-McLean Baptist
Association in Owensboro, died Feb.
6 in Bedford, Va. He had been minis-
ter of education at First Baptist
Church of Frankfort and at churches
in Tennessee and Louisiana, and in
retirement he was interim pastor of 19
churches. He is survived by two
daughters, Ann Anthony Jones of Jef-
ferson City, Tenn., and Betsy Antho-
ny of Charlottesville, Va.; a son, John
Mark Anthony of Bedford; a sister; a
brother; and three grandchildren.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—PIleasant
Hill Church called Chris Mueller as
interim minister of youth.

B CLINTON—B.J. Bennett re-

signed as pastor of First Church to

become pastor at Clarkston Church in
Clarkston, Ga.

B COVINGTON—Oak Ridge
Church called Kevin Smith as direc-
tor of youth, education and adminis-
tration. He will begin his ministry
March 20.

B FAIRDALE—TFirst Church sur-
passed their foreign missions goal,
and will send a gift of $244 to Brad
and Lori Stamey in Mosaic, Russia,
to use in their missionary work.

B GEORGETOWN—Chris Schim-
moeller, Georgetown College gradu-
ate, has been named Rotary Founda-
tion Academic-Year Ambassadorial
Scholar. She will study the Hindi lan-
guage at the University of Banaras in

Mountains to the Mississippi

Utter Pradesh, India. Schimmoeller is
one of four Fulbright Scholars chosen
from Georgetown College from
1991-93.

B GHENT—Ghent Church called
Joseph Jeffries as pastor March 6.
He is a native of Salem, Ohio, and a
recent graduate of Southern Semi-

nary. »

B HARRODSBURG—Benton
Church called Jerel Coffey as pastor.
He previously was pastor at German-
town Church.

B JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn.—
Donald Hustad, senior professor of
music at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, recently was inducted
as a national patron of Carson-New-
man’s Alpha Gamma chapter of Del-
ta Omicron international music frater-
nity.

B LOUISVILLE—IJeffersontown
Church called Sanford Hill of Hen-
ryville, Ind., as pastor. He will begin
his ministry April 3.

B MAYFIELD—Pryorsburg Church
called William Mason as pastor.

B SANDERS—Cass Farrior re-

signed as pastor of Sanders Church
March 6 to become minister of music
and discipleship at Holland Avenue
Church in Cayce, S.C.

B SOMERSET—Community Mis-
sion ordained William Sharp as dea-
con Jan. 16.

B WILLIAMSBURG—Cumberland
College appointed Mrs. Garnet
Chrisman as college coordinator of

student teachers.

MISSIONARY UPDATE

B David and Cathy Brandon, mis-
sionaries to Burundi, are on the field
at BP 2640, Bujumbura, Burundi. He
was born in Greenville. She consid-
ers Glendale her hometown.

M Leslie Durham, Baptist represen-
tative fo Yemen, has arrived on the
field at Box 70080, Ibb, Yemen. She
is a native of Owensboro.

B Jerry and Carol Robertson, mis-

sionaries to Ivory Coast, are on the
field at 01 BP 3722, Abidjan 01, Ivo-
ry Coast. He was born in Owensboro.

Fredonia First celebrates centennial

FREDONIA—First Baptist
Church of Fredonia is celebrating 100
years of worship, evangelism, mis-
sions, growth and fellowship with
special events throughout the year.

First Baptist Church was orga-
nized Feb. 23, 1894, and the church
held its centennial anniversary cele-
bration Feb. 27, 1994, reported Pas-
tor Jerrell White.

“A re-enactment of the church or-
ganization was presented by 45 mem-
bers and guests,” White said. “Church
members and ministers of 1894 were
represented by present-day members
and area ministers.”

The first act of the re-enactment
featured “The Way We Were, 1894,”
with scenes from Howerton’s store in
Kelsey/Fredonia and Threlkeld’s
blacksmith shop. The second act de-

picted the organizational service and
interviews from members and minis-
ters Of the era.

Several other features accentuated
the 100th birthday party, White not-
ed. They included an anniversary
quilt made by church members, a
poster contest, a Heritage Room dis-
play and a high-attendance emphasis.

J.T. Spurlin of Hopkinsville was
recognized as the oldest-living former
pastor. Other ministers who partici-
pated in the anniversary celebration
were Jerry Thomason, Kinnith Mor-
ris, Terry Sills, Charles Driggers, Ter-
ry Fortner and Harold Greenfield.

The church will hold a 100th anni-
versary revival April 10-14. Former pas-
tors Glenn Smith, David Fambrough,
Bill Gross, Terry Sills and Kinnith Mor-
ris will be the evangelists.

Memories of Barkley Moore solicited

SPRINGFIELD—A collection of
reflections upon the life of Barkley
Moore, president of Oneida Baptist
Institute until his death in January, is
being compiled by his former pastor.

Faculty and staff of the school,
Oneida alumni and other Kentuckians
who appreciated Moore’s ministry

are urged to contribute to the collec-
tion, said Joel Rackley, former pastor
at Oneida Baptist Church.

Comments about Moore should be
mailed by March 30. They can be sent
to Rackley at Bethlehem Baptist
Church, 7138 Perryville Rd., Spring-
field, Ky. 40069.

tour was in order.

Moore would point out a new building just

- under construction, a classroom that had been

added or a flower bed they had not seen. Even if

there were no new facilities, he could at least in-
troduce the guests to some new students.

In October 1992, Moore hired Billie Faye

It’s your school; come and see

One of Barkley Moore’s favorite things to do
was to give visitors a tour of our campus. Even if
they had visited a mere two months earlier, a full

work.

house.

B A chance to see teachers and students at
B A visit to historic Anderson Hall, our guest

I A chance to hear our elementary students at
Double Creek, our one-room school, “sing the
presidents.” :

I A stop by our prayer chapel.

B A tour of our farm and athletic facilities.

Hoover tailors the tours to suit the physical

Hoover as our guest relations director. She came

to us from Shepherdsville. Her
daughter, Sarah, was already a junior
here.

Hoover’s main responsibility was
to greet our visitors and give them the
campus tour.

That fall was one of the busiest
guest seasons ever. On two different
days over 150 visitors arrived on cam-
pus for a tour. They came in tour bus-
ses, vans and cars. Some folk were
here for their second or third visit, but
many were here for the first time. Of
that group, some had given money to
Oneida for years and had never visit-

ed us. The number of guests on both days was
considerably more than he had expected, but we

were thrilled.

If weekday visitors arrive by 11 a.m., they
join us for our daily worship. Many guests re-
member chapel as the high point of their visits.
The afternoons consist of viewing a brief video
about our school, lunch in the cafeteria, then a
campus tour, which concludes at our 137-year-
old log cabin Craft House. Tours also may in-

clude:
B A glance at our library.
B A peek at our three dormitories.
B A trek up Cemetery Hill.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

A.B. Colvin

abilities and time constraints of the guests.

The reasons people visit Oneida
are as varied as the individuals them-
selves. Some bring clothing or craft
supplies. Some tell of wanting to visit
the campus for years but just now
having the opportunity. Pastors bring
groups from their churches, often as
part of their senior adult ministries.
Some come to do a few days—or
even a week—of volunteer work.
There are always jobs for them to do.
We provide meals and a place to
sleep. We sometimes have student
groups such as BSU teams from col-
leges or universities.

We welcome visitors any time of the year, as
each season has its own special beauty in our

eastern Kentucky mountains. God is so good!

We are especially excited about our new vis-
itors’ center. Still under construction, it will seat
125 people.

If you plan to visit Oneida, call ahead at (606)
847-4111 and let us know your schedule; Hoover
will be expecting you. We hope to see you soon!'

7

Written by Billie Faye Hoover with Denise Spencer

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 s

Melting snow and heavy rains

brought flash flooding to our area

" in January. After the clean up, I re-
ceived the following letter from
David Moore, owner of Moore
Photo. ;

“Flood waters turned Cumber-
land Avenue in Middlesboro into
‘Lake Cumberland.” Around 4 a.m.
the waters started to rise around my
store. With the help of several peo-
ple, we started building
a barrier of sandbags to
block the water.

“Around 9 or 10 a.m.
I noticed a strange man
helping us. He intro-
duced himself as
‘Chuck Gray, a student
at Clear Creek.” We
were all working very
hard and having trouble
remembering names,
but we nicknamed him
‘Preacher’ and this

God’s people can’t walk away

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

moved counters and much more.
He was an inspiration to all of us.
He wouldn’t give up. He even
dropped in Saturday to see if we
needed anything. Without him we
would have missed a hard worker.
Without ‘Preacher’ we would have
missed Clear Creek’s big sump
pump which really saved us.”
When asked what motivated his
involvement, Chuck said, “It
looked like he was
about to lose all he had.
I couldn’t call myself a
man of God and walk
away without helping.”
Neither could Chuck
walk away and leave his
family without Christ.
“Dad ran me off for
eight years after I got
saved. He was furious
with a letter I wrote
which included the plan
of salvation. The next

seemed to stick with
him. Later in the day Chuck called
Clear Creek and asked to borrow
your big sump pump. He and I
went to Clear Creek to get it and
during the trip we had a chance to
talk. Chuck had heard that Middles-
boro was flooding and came over
to take pictures, including some of
us trying to sandbag our store. God
told him he needed to help us.
“‘Preacher” worked with us un-
til about nine that night. He pumped
water, shoveled water, swept water,
vacuumed water, cleaned carpet,

week he had a massive
heart attack and was soon diag-
nosed with cancer. He had never
said to me ‘I love you’ until one
night in the hospital. It was the open
door for which I had prayed. That
night Mom and Dad trusted Jesus.
Dad and T became best friends in
those last seven months.”
God’s people can’t walk away
when others need help.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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CHRISTIAN COACH Southern Baptist mis-
sionary Bob Harper prays before game
time with a soccer team he coaches on St.
Martin, a 37-square-mile island in the Car-
ibbean. The international players attend an

American school. Harper and his wife,

Becky, minister to the island’s French res-
idents. He grew up playing soccer in Para-
guay as the son of missionaries. “I'm try-
ing to use my coaching as an opportunity
to touch the kids with the gospel,” he said.

Baptists fish for souls on Caribbean island

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS Southern Baptist
missionary James Wang (right) gives
tapes of Christian music to Chinese fisher-
men aboard a tuna boat docked at Philips-
burg, on the Netherlands side of St. Mar-
tin, a small Caribbean island. Wang, origi-
nally from Shanghai, China, and his wife,
Sheila, discovered the needs of seamen in
1991 while surveying Chinese communi-
ties on the island. For several years, the
Wangs have prayed God would call new
missionaries to replace them in their work
among the Dominican Republic’s 10,000
Chinese.

FROM EVERY CORNER Children from every continent except Antarctica learn about mis-
sions during a Bible club led by Patti Higginbotham (left) and her husband, Tom, both
Southern Baptist missionaries on the Caribbean island of St. Martin. Many of these chil-
dren attend the island’s American school, where Mrs. Higginbotham volunteers. Her con-
tacts have opened doors for reaching internationals on the 37-square-mile island. The
Higginbothams have started a Baptist church in their home.

MAKING DISCIPLES Southern Baptist missionary Sheila Wang (right) helps Chinese tuna

fishermen during a Bible study on the Netherlands side of St. Martin. She and her hus-
band, James, travel to the Caribbean island to share the gospel with seamen who dock

there twice a year.

Photo essay by
Charles Ledford of
the Southern
Baptist Foreign
Mission Board

MAKING ROUNDS Aboard
an outboard motor boat
called “Commission,”
Southern Baptist missionary
Tom Higginbotham makes
rounds among Sailboats
docked in Simpson Bay La-
goon. Several hundred plea-
sure boats dock there during
the peak tourist season for
the Caribbean island of St.
Martin’s. Higginbotham has
made friends with boaters
through a radio network he
started after he and his wife,
_Patti, moved to the island in
1991. He also welcomes
new arrivals with a packet
containing tourist informa-
tion, a New Testament,
evangelistic tract and infor-
mation on the local Baptist
church.
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'KENTUCKY ACTEENS
ADVISORY PANEL

Six young women have been named Acteens Advisory Panelists by Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union. During their October meeting at
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, the state WMU executive board selected the six panelists from applicants statewide. This year’s panelists are:

" Carrie Bell is a junior at Calloway County High

School. She is involved in Beta Club, Coed Y
Club, Foreign Language Club, and is a member
of the Varsity soccer and tennis teams. As an
Acteen at Murray First Baptist Church, she is
working on the StudiAct level of Service Aide. She
is also involved in youth choir, youth council, and
has been on two Acteens Activator teams. She
enjoys reading, watching movies, and being with
her friends.

Kara Bevil is a senior at Ohio County High
School. She is involved in Student Council,
Natural Helpers, Team Esteem, Future Farmers
of America, and vice president of Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. As an Acteen at Hartford
Baptist Church, she is working on the StudiAct
level of Queen with Scepter. She is also involved
in the youth group, has been on an Acteen
Activator team and the church mission team. She
enjoys spending time with friends and family.

Sybil Dawahare is a sophomore at Dunbar
High School. She is involved in the Drama Club,
Student Advisory Council, Musical Ensemble
Group, and the Spanish Club. As an Acteen at
South Elkhorm Baptist Church, she is working on
the StudiAct level of Queen Regent. She is also
involved in youth leadership council, Disciple
Youth, and Prayer and Praise Children’s
Ministries. She enjoys piano and voice lessons and

Carrie Chiles is a junior at Pendleton High
School. She is involved in track, Chorus,
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Swing group,
All-State Chorus, and Students Against Drunk
Driving. As an Acteen at Short Creek Baptist
Church, she is working on the StudiAct level of
Service Aide. She is also involved in the church
choir, youth group, and church volleyball league.
She enjoys singing, reading, and collecting

working with children.

Melissa Bryant is a junior at Ohio County High
School. She is a regional and chapter officer of
Future Homemakers of America, a member of
the Distributive Education Clubs of America,
Team Esteem, and Fellowship of Christian
Athletes. As an Acteen at Calvary Baptist
Church, she is working on the StudiAct level of
Service Aide. She is also involved in the youth
group and serves as the Acteens Mission Action

" Leader. She enjoys spending time with her

friends and watching UK basketball.

thimbles.

Lee Anne Gregory is a junior at Monticello
High School. She is involved in Student Council,
Beta Club, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Pep
Club, Spanish Club, Science Club and is a Varsity
cheerleader. As an Acteen at Elk Spring Valley
Baptist Church, she is working on the StudiAct
level of Service Aide. She is also involved in the
youth group, speaker’s tournament, and youth
Bible drills. She enjoys reading, shopping, and
being with her friends.

16 WESTERN RECORDER B MARCH 15, 1994




	20231111161450470
	20231111161555350

