
FOR THE RECORD 

Dilday firing 
Trustees of 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
made another attempt 

last week to explain the 
firing of President 

Russell Dilday, while 
protests continued and 

the school lost an 
estimated $15 million in 

pifts. See page 2. 

Apartment ministry 
Two Hardin County 

churches take the church 
where people live 

through apartment 
ministries. See-page 3. 

Editorial 
Letters can help alleviate 

malnutrion in America. 
See page 5. 

Religion reporting 
Two new studies give 

different slants on 
secular reporting of 

religion. See page 6. 

Henry to run 
Florida pastor Jim Henry 

has announced he will 
be a candidate for 

president of the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention, assuring a 
two-way race at the June 
convention. See page 8. 
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FLOOD RELIEF Nearly 50 students and staff from Campbellsville College gave their 
spring break to help residents of Winfield, Mo., rebuild from last fall's massive flood­
ing. Population of the Mississippi River town has dropped from 700 to 592 since the 
flood, which broke through a major levy and thrust muddy water into houses and 
businesses. About BO percent of the town's homes are reported to be abandonded, 
and many people continue to live in homes still covered with mold and mud. The 
Campbellsville group cleaned houses, conducted backyard Bible clubs for children 

• and offered listening ears to flood victims. • 

Is chastity 
making a · 
comeback? 
By Chip Alford 

• SBC Sunday School Boad 

NASHVII.;LE (BP)--Chastity ap­
pears to be making a vocal comeback, 
thanks . in part to a Southern Baptist 
program and extensive coverage in 
the secular media. 

In the last year, tens of thousands 
of young people from across the Unit­
ed States and a few foreign countries 
have signed covenant cards pledging 
to remain sexually pure until their 
wedding night. The teens are part of 
the 'True Love Waits" campaign or­
ganized by the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. 

Campaign organizers predict up to 
500,000 young people representing 
20 denominations and religious 
groups .will take the public vow of 
chastity by mid-summer. 

After initial reports on the novelty 
of the idea, news stories began de­
scribing abstinence as a "trend," 
"movement," or "sexual counterrev­
olution." 

"Virginity Is New Counterculture 
Among Some Teens," a headline in 
the Nov. 21, 1993, edition of The 
Washington Post asserted. The relat­
ed article reported on "a growing cho­
rus of teen-agers calling themselyes 
'vocal virgins' who have taken on 
o See Is chastity ... , page 10 

Boomers seek spirituality, not religion 
By MarJ< Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE- Imagine a soci­
, ety in which millions of people hun­
ger for hamburgers but Wendy's, 
McDonald's and Burger King all are 
on the brink of closing their doors. 

This unthinkable situation is a par­
able for what is happening today with 
the baby boomer population and or­
ganized religion, according to several 
speakers at a March 24-25 conference 
in Louisville. The conference, spon­
sored by the Louisville Institute of 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, fo­
cused on baby boomers and the 
changing shape of American religion. 

Millions of people are expressing 
a spiritual hunger today while church­
es struggle to keep their doors open, 
• said Reginald Bibby, professor of so­
ciology at the University of Leth­
bridge, Canada, and a former student 
at Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Louisville. 

'Toe churches are going broke at 
a time when the people are going hun­
gry," he said. 

This supply and demand mix-up 
has happened because too many 
chur~hes focus on religion and not 
spirituality, Bibby explained. "Baby 
boomers and their children aren'.t in 
the market for churches; they' re in the 
market for ·spirituality." 

Bibby, along with several other 
speakers, said it is time for churches 
to determine what kind of business 
they're in. 

Successful churches, the speakers 
said, will be in the business,of faith­
sharing, not church-building. And 
they will be in the business of helping . 
individu·als • do things spiritually 
meaningful to them, not expecting 
them to do things only meaningful to 
the organization. 

'There's a real future for religious 
groups if they can address spirituali­
ty," Bibby said. "But if 
not, then good luck." 

The fact that 
baby boomers are 
spiritual if not reli­
gious was high­
lighted in one of 
two books which 
served as the focus 
of the seminar. 
Wade Clark Roof, 
professor of reli­
gion and society at 
the University of 
California at Santa 
Barbara; uses this as a . 
central theme of his book, "A Gener­

. ation of Seekers: The Spiritual Jour-
neys of the Baby Boom Generation." 

'There is an important distinction 
between religious and spiritual," he 
told the group. "So many people I 
talked to made a great deal of it." 

The fact that baby boomers are 
staying away from churches in droves 
does not mean they aren't interested 
in spiritual things, Roof said in ex­
plaining his researcp.. "There is a 
widespread spiritual hunger today." 

The question, he said, is, "Can 

t 

Christianity as we practice it in the 
late 20th century ... engage these deep 
spiritual concerns?" 

The Protestant church lives with "a 
great deal of nostalgia for 19th centu­
ry religious forms," Roof said. But 
that is not the only valid expression 
of spiritual matters, he added. 

Religion is not in decline; it's just 
taking on new forms, added Dean 

Hoge, .professor of so-
ciology at the Catho­

lic University of 
America. Hoge is 

. one of three au­
thors of the other 
book upon which 
the conference 
was based, "Van­
ishing Boundaries: 
The Religion of 
Mainline , Protes­
tant . Baby 

Boomers." 
Although 

boomers are charac~r­
istically individualistic, they do seek 
community, the speakers said. How­
ever, the meaning of community is 
~ing redefined . 

"Communities of the future will be 
formed in many ways," Roof predict­
ed. "But they may not look like 
church as ·we know it today." 

Thfs kind of change is nothing 
new, he . added. "American religion 
always has been fashioned by entre­
prenuers who see new ways of doing 
church." 
o See Baby bdomers ... , page 7 



BAPTISTS 
Trustees explain firing further; conservatives _split . 

"This appears to 
be the report of 

people who acted 
precipitously and 

then scratched 
around to find 

reasons for their 
action." 

Russell Dilday, on 
accusations released 

against him by seminary 
trustees 12 days after his 

firing 

FORT WORTH, Texas-Trustees 
of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary last week made their third 
effort to explain the firing of President 
Russell Dilday, even as some promi­
nent conservative pastors called for 
Dilday's reinstatement and more do­
nors backed away from the school. 

After first refusing to give a rea­
son for the firing, then citing "irrec­
oncilable differences" between trust­
ees and Dilday, trustee leaders March 
21 issued a more detailed statement 
to a group of Fort Worth pastors. 

The trustee news release said Dil­
day was guilty of "mismanagement" 
and "insubordination" and caused his 
own firing by refusing to accept a 
$400,000 buyout. 

In an interview, one trustee leader 
went so far as to say Dilday wasn't 
actually fired by trustees but "fired 
himself." 

T. Bob Davis, a Dallas dentist and 
board secretary, said Dilday's "ego 
and pride" prevented him from retir­
ing quietly, causing the public specta­
cle of his dismissal. Trustees had of­
fered Dilday the $400,000 early re­
tirement package just moments before 
they voted to dismiss him March 9. 

"We didn't want to fire him or 
what you say is firing him," Davis 
said. "We made it as sweet as we 
could, but he terminated himself. 
Whether that's a martyr syndrome or 
what, I don't know. I can't read the 
man's mind." 

However, Dilday said he rejected 
the offer for early retirement as a mat-
ter of principle. • -

: 'The surprise offer of early retire-
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ment was not at all something I could 
accept on the basis of integrity about 
my calling here," he said. His decision 
was not "pride or martyrdom" but 
"taking'God's direction and call seri­
ously and not allowing financial re0 

ward to tempt me away from what I 
believe to-be God's direction and call 
in my life. 

"I refused it in integrity because it 
isn't right to be bought out," he said. 

Davis and the other board offic­
ers-Chairman Ralph Pulley of Dal­
las and Vice Chairman Lee Weaver 
of Fort Worth-drafted the March 21 
news release in consultation with 
John Earl Seelig, a former seminary 

· vice president they have hired as a 
public relations consultant. 

This explanation- released 12 
days after Dilday was fired and im­
mediately locked out of his office- is 
a contrived attempt by trustees to cov­
er their tracks, Dilday said. 

"This appears to be the report of 
people who acted precipitously and 
then scratched around to find reasons 
for their action," Dilday said. "If I had 
been guilty of mismanagement, why 
would they offer me what they de­
scribe as a golden parachute?" 

The four points cited in this latest 
trustee news release are: 
■ Mismanagement.Weaver said 

in the release that a declining enroll­
ment and growing staff are evidence 
of mismanagement. Southwestern, 
the world's largest seminary, dropped 
from 5,070 students in 1985-86 to 
4,022 in 1992-93- a 20 percent de­
cline- while the administrative staff 
grew 20 percent, from 96 to 116, 
Weaver said. 

Weaver did not mention that the 
six Southern Baptist Convention sem­
inaries as a whole declined 13 percent 
in enrollment during the same period 
according to published reports. 

Nor did he mention that the semi­
nary had grown to its largest enroll­
ments under Dilday's 16-year presi­
dency. According to records in SBC 
annuals, the school had an enrollment 
of 4,136 students when Dilday be­
came president in 1978, peaked at 
5,247 students in the 1986-87 school 
year and recorded 4,092 students in 
the current year. 

Total enrollment at the SBC's six 
seminaries has followed a similar pat­
tern, peaking in the 1986-87 school 
year and declining from there. 

As for staff growth, Dilday said 
that in the same meeting where he 
was fired, trustees turned down a 
"dramatic" reorganization plan that 
would have reduced staff size and 
saved $200,000 a year. 

Trustee Wayne Allen, a Dilday 
supporter, said the March 21 re~se 
was the first suggestion he had heard 
of mismanagement. "Eyen the trust­
ees who voted to fire him said he was 
an excellent mana~er," he said. 
■ Insubordination. "Disobedience 

of rightful and legal authority is unac­
ceptable," the release said. "Dilday's 
style of management with those in 
authority and to anyone taking a dif­
ferent position on issues was one of 
arrogance, isolationism and disdain 
for authority." 

Dilday regularly refused to take 
direction from the board of trustees, 
which led most of the members to dis-

cuss their frustration in handling their 
responsibilities as trustees, the release 
said. 

"Never one time have I not carried 
out the official statements, policies 
and directives of the board," Dilday 
responded. However, he said some 
individual trustees expected him to 
act on their suggestions and requests 
even though they lacked any official 
trustee directive. "The board governs 
only when it sits in session," he said. 

Allen agreed, suggesting trustees 
who differed with Dilday overstepped 
their authority. "It's one thing for 
trustees to come and make sugges­
tions, but another thing for them to 
come on that board and tell you how 
to operate that institution," Allen said. 
"Because we don't agree ... is no rea­
son to label someone as insubordi­
nate." 
■ Management style. 'The presi­

dent repeatedly criticized the conven-
. tion and its elected officials and lead­
ers," the release said. "He is on record 
constantly damaging the reputation of 
members of the board, who are lead­
ing business, professional and reli­
gious leaders. Dilday led by intimida­
tion and confrontation." 

Dilday responded that his manage­
ment style is most often described as 
collegial, not confrontational as the 
trustees allege. "Anybody who has 
watched the work over the years 
would have a hard time matching 
those words with my approach to­
ward leadership," he said. 
■ Doctrinal and policy differenc­

es. The trustee release did not spell 
out Dilday's doctrinal shortcomings, 
except to say he discouraged dissent and 
debate on biblical reliability, abortion, 
ordination of women and the·SBC's 
new conservative direction. 

In conversation, trustees cited sev­
_ eral examples: Dilday's opposition to 
formation of an anti-abortion group 
on campus, which trustees later over­
ruled; his defense of a professor's 
speech on the role of women, which 
trustees said was influenced by femi­
nist thinking; his alleged indifference 
to charges that conservative students 
were being belittled by some faculty 
and students; and his reservations 
about using the term "inerrancy" to 
describe the Bible's authority . . 

In defense, Dilday said his actions 
and statements always have been con­
sistent with the trustees' official doc­
trinal positions. 

Allen said the biggest dispute be­
tween Dilday and trustees was over 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 
the rival group of moderate Southern 
Baptists that has become the focus of 
conservative ire in recent years. 

Allen said Dilday was trying to 
keep some moderate churches and 
Fellowship supporters from abandon­
ing the school. "The trustees finally 
came to the place where they didn't 
want anything to do with anyone 
identified with the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship," Allen said. 

Trustees olocked promotion and 
hiring of faculty members who at­
tended moderate churches, Allen said. 
But since trustees had not adopted a 
policy statement on the Fellowship, 
Allen said, Dilday's hands were tied. 

Allen, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Carrollton, Texas, has been 

• so incensed by the firing that he led 
his congregation to pass a resolution 
denouncing the action of his fellow 
trustees. The resolution says the 
church could be forced to designate 
its Cooperative Program missions 
gifts in protest. 

Allen, who ran an unsuccessful 
campaign for the presidency of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 
under a conservative banner last fall, 
said he is going to ask the SBC Exec­
utive Committee to investigate the 
board's actions. 

He also has sent a letter to trustees 
calling for an emergency meeting to 
discuss Dilday's firing. 

Meanwhile, Jack Graham, pastor 
of Prestonwood Baptist Church in 
Dallas, said Dilday's firing showed 
"little, if any, compassion" and could 
be harmful to the SBC's conservative 
movement. 

Like Allen, Graham has been 
known as a supporter of the SBC's 
conservative movement. However, he 
told the Dallas Morning News that the 

. way Dilday was dismissed only fuels 
the belief that conservatives are "un-
loving and mean-spirited." _ 

"As a conservative pastor, and one 
who is highly identified with the con­
servative movement ... I feel this 
move does not serve the best interest 
in the cause of Christ, nor of the repu­
tation of Bible-believing Christians," 
he said. 

Graham's statements were not 
well received by trustee Davis, who 
is a member of Prestonwood. "I'm 
disappointed in his taking a political 
stance when the board has acted in 
good judgment," Davis said. 

In related developments: 
I At least 20 members of the 114-

member Southwestern Council have 
• resigned, cancelling at least $15 mil­
lion in gifts and pledges, according to 
the council's chairman, John Mc­
Naughton, and past chairman, Jerry 
Yowell, both of Fort Worth. Other 
members of the select group of bene­
factors are resigning "daily," the two 
reported. • 

I Seminary faculty issued a state­
ment protesting Dilday's firing and 
disputing the charges leveled against 
him. Dilday-was an "excellent admin­
istrator" who led Southwestern "with 
a spirit of Christlikeness" and kept the 
school doctrinally sound, fhe semi­
nary's theology faculty said in a sepa­
rate statement. . 

I More than 600 Southwestern stu­
dents joined in condemning Dilday' s 

• firing and asked trustees to repent of 
their "unchristian behaviors" and re­
verse the action. 

I Trustee Chairman Ralph Pulley 
declared the transition time as an op­
portunity for "all of us to re-evaluate 
our relationships to determine our 
support, concern and loyalty. Our 
commitment _must be to the seminary, 
not to a personality. We anticipate the 
future with a conviction that the sem­
inary will emerge a new and vibrant 
school of which all Southern Baptists 
will continue to be proud.1' 

Compiled by News Director Mark 
Wingfield with reporting by Greg Warner . 
and Bob Allen of Associated Baptist 
Press, Herb Hollinger and Art Toalston 
of Baptist Press and Staff Writer Melanie 
Childers 
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KENTUCKY 
Vol·unteers deliver church to apartment dwellers 
By Suzanne Darland 
State Correspondent 

ELIZABETHTOWN-The new 
mother stared wide-eyed. She'd just 
been presented with a bag stuffed full 
of baby sleepers, socks, washcloths, 
lotions and disposable diapers from 
the Baptist Women of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 

"You mean they don't even know 
me, and they've done this for me?" 
she asked. 

That's the attitude adopted by two . 
Hardin County churches who reach 
out to apartment communities near 
them, bringing Christ's love to peo­
ple they don't even know. 

Immanuel Baptist Church has had 
a ministry at the Pine Crest apart­
ments, a 140-unit rent-subsidized 
community, for about 18 months. A 
dozen or so volunteers lead Bible 
clubs in the complex's community 
room, as well as a teen club and crafts, 
exercise and parenting classes for 
adults. 

Vine Grove Baptist Church spon­
. sors an almost 2-year-old ministry to 
Park Towers Apartments, a four-sto­
ry retirement apartment building in 
Radcliff. The church's youth mi~is­
ter, Daryl Glass, leads Sunday after­
noon worship services as well as 
shopping and touring excursions. 

Research shows that only 3 per• 
cent of multi-housing communities 
nationwide attend church anywhere. 
Both churches say they got involved 
because they realized 97 percent of 
the apartment residents weren' t being 
reached with the gospel. 

Immanuel had begun a ministry to 
a nearby mobile home community 
three years earlier, when members re­
alized that a. week of backyard Bible 
clubs each summer there was not 
enough. The church held Sunday 
school classes and youth meetings 
and taught special classes for resi­
dents there. About 20 made profes­
sions of faith in Jesus Christ over the 
years. 

When the mobile home park 
closed, it seemed a natural progres­
sion to move the ministry to another 
nearby mission field, church missions 

leaders said. 
As many as 20 preschoolers attend 

the Monday night Bible club, held in 
the complex's community room. 
Apartment management refurbished 
the room for the church group to use, 
adding a small kitchen and purchas­
ing a television and VCR. A Sunday 
school class at Immanuel paid to car­
pet the room. 

Teachers lead singing, teU Bible 
stories and help children memorize 
verses._ Some weeks they make some­
thing to help them remember the les­
son. Other days the children play a 
game to reinforce their learning. 

"The seeds of Christianity we're 
planting will one day sprout and 
grow," said volunteer Devonda Edlin. 

On Wednesday nights, the Baptist 
volunteers offer another Bible club 
for older children. 

But by far the most popular class 
is crafts, which meets Wednesdays at 
11 a.m., while many children are in 
school. Women make mop dolls, dec­
orate wreaths or make fabric frames 
while their younger children play. 
They pray together, discuss concerns, 
and when they're done they have 
something to decorate their apart­
ments or to give as gifts. 

Immanuel volunteers say response 
often is slow, because residents must 
learn to trust a caring church group. 
Some have begun attending Imman­
uel, and a fe~ have accepted Jesus 
Christ as Savior, but most don't feel 
comfortable in a traditional church. 

The ministry to senior adults at 
Park Towers began when Glass was 
minister to youth at Radcliff s Stith­
ton Baptist Church. Several churches 
held Bible studies there, but none led 
worship services or offered more in­
depth attention to residents. 

"I was raised by a grandmother in 
a love relationship," he said,· "and 
_now I have about 40 of them." 

When Glass moved to Vine Grove 
Church as youth minister, -he moved 
the ministry with him. 

Each Sund~y at 12:30 p.m., Glass 
leads a half-hour worship service with 
anywhere from eight to 15 residents 
who sing and share concerns. The 
apartment management converted a 

ON SITE ■ Above: Daryl Glass, youth min­
ister at Vine Grove Baptist Church, chats 
with residents Connie Sherrard and Mar­
guerite Palmer after a Sunday afternoon 
worship service at Park Towers apart­
ments. ■ Right: Devonda Edlin, a member 
of Immanuel Baptist Church in Elizabeth-
-town, sings with children in a Bi/,Jle club at 
Pine Crest apartments. 

second floor community room into a 
chapel, with a cross hanging on the 
wall over a pulpit. A resident plays the 
keyboard as the congregation of 
mostly women sings hymns. 

Glass asks about those who are 
absent, jokes about his diet, and re­
ports on his ihfant son before he 
preaches. He also attends tenants' 
meetings and monthly potluck din­
ners and acts as advocate and pastor 
to the residents. He takes them on 
monthly shopping trips as well as ex­
cursions to places like Opryland, Joe 
Huber Farms in Indiana and the near­
by Amish community. 

-Leaders from both churches said 
having a ministry to an apartment 
complex is good because it involves 
many church members in missions. 

Vine Grove's youth choir sings at 
the worship services at Park Towers. 
Immanuel's youth hold monthly par­
ties for the children at Pine Crest. Im-

_manuel ' s Baptist Women recently 
held a shower for the six women in 
Pine Crest who are pregnant. The 
church also publishes a monthly 
newsletter for the apartment complex, 
welcoming new residents and an­
nouncing events. 

"We have to do this to reach the 
lost," said Allen McNutt, a longtime 
mi~sions worker at Immanuel. "Jesus 
told us to go out. We'll reach some 
lost at church, but that's not where 
they live, where they are." 

Committee named to study Mid-Continent relationship 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

. A special committee has been cre­
ated to study the relationship between . 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College 
in Mayfield. 

The issue surfaced last November, 
when a retired west Kentucky pastor 
asked the convention to "officially 
recognize" the school. 

Bill Dodson, a former chairman of 
the Mid-Continent board of trustees, 
said he was not speaking for the col­
lege, but for himself and the execu­
tive board of Graves County Baptist 
Association in the Mayfield area, 
when he presented his motion to the 
KBC annual meeting. • 

Mid-Continent President La Verne 
Butler confirmed that position in a 
late-February meeting with the KBC 
Executive Board's administrative 

committee. "This was not initiated by 
us- by staff, faculty or trustees," he 
said. 

But in that meeting, Butler said the 
school's executive and finance com­
mittees had requested that the KBC 
"find a way whereby the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention can officially 
sanction Mid-Continent College." 

At that time, the Executive 
Board's administrative committee 
voted to create a subcommittee to 
study the issue and empowered Jim-

- my Gentry, chairman of the adminis­
trative committee and pastor of Lewis -
Lane Baptist Church in Owensboro, 
to name the subcommittee. 

During the administrative commit­
tee's March meeting last week, Gen­
try announced the members of the 
subcommittee. 

They are M.A. Winchester, a phy­
sician from Whitley City, chairman; 
Richard Easterling, pastor of First 

Baptist Church of Liberty; James 
Hunt, a businessman from Greenville; 
Tim Mathis, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Danville; and Tommy 
Tucker, pastor of Olivet Baptist 
Church in Paducah. 

Ex-officio members of the com­
mittee are KBC President Bob 
Browning, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Somerset, and Gentry. 
Staff assistance is to be provided by 
Bill Marshall, the. KBC's executive 
secretary-treasurer; Barry Allen, the 
convention's business manager; and 
James Taylor, the KBC's attorney. 

The subcommittee has not set a 
timetable for completing its work. 

In other business, the administra­
tive committee: 

I Named Bob Jones, directorofthe 
Executive Board's direct missions 
department, as acting director of its 
missions and evangelism division. 

Jones temporarily will fill a vacan-

cy created . when Benton Williams 
was elected director of the Executive 
Board's partnership office. 

The division directo_r's position re­
quires election by the full Executive 
Board. 

Marshall announced the vacancy 
is not likely to be filled at the board's 
next meeting in May, but that he 
hopes to propose a candidate for the 
post in November or December. 

I Renewed a contract with retired 
foreign missionary Jim McKinley, 
who has been.the KBC's consultant 
for missions and Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget promotion for 
two years. 

I Elected a new campus minister 
for Campbellsville College, a KBC 
school in Campbellsville. 

Release of the name of the new 
campus minister has been embargoed 
until he notifies his church in mid­
April. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Campbellsville 
College has announced 
its participation in the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's partnership 
missions effort with 
Baptists in Russia. The 
school will serid two 
faculty members and , 
three students to Russia 
this spring. Kenneth 
Martin, associate 
professor of music, and 
Jerry Kibbons, retired 
professor of Christian 
studies, will teach 
courses in worship and 
church administration. 
The students-Brent 
Thornton, Tonya Morris 
and Gene Smith-will 
lead youth camps. 

■ Elizabethtown will be 
the site of the first of 
nine birthday parties 
planned this year to 
celebrate the 125th year 
of Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children's 
ministry. The public is 
invited to the April 16 
eveRt at the Baptist 
Youth Rahch, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

■ Correction: The site 
listed for the April 8-10 
Baptist Student Union 
Leadership Training 
Conference listed in the 
March "Events" insert 
should have been First 
Baptist Church in 
London, not 
Campbellsville College. 
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OPINION 
Whimper or act 'Zero-sum' politics Coverage biased 

Will the firing of Russell Dilday Does any Christian doubt that The coverage of the firing of Dr. 
wake up Southern Baptistsr Do we God's supply of blessing is unlimit- Russell Dilday was spurious and dis­
see that the "conservative resurgence" ed? Is God's storehouse diminished turbing (WR, March 15). Your cov­
is a mega-church clique aimed at cap- when others receive answers to erage made two things very clear to 
turing Southern Baptist Convention prayers or spiritual nurture? Surely a -me. • 
leadership. It has little to do with "re- tenet of the faith is God's limitless First, you are suffering from the 
storing" "conservative" theology. bounty. martyr complex: Every time one of 

Dilday's dismissal illustrates this Why, then, do our fundamentalist your own gets criticized, or fired as in 
point. Southwestern Seminary never overseers insist on acting as though the case of Dilday, you rush to their 
was accused of "liberalism," nor was we are engaged in a "zero-sum aid. Poor moderates, see how mis­
Dilday. I never heard a professor game"? Any money given to the Fel- treated they are! There's no sympa-
teach or preach lowship is seen as thy here. Your coverage was slanted , . ,. , , , ... 
anything "liberal." BAPTIST FORUM given to Satan. ~~y to make your readers believe that Dil- l':'•)fr!i'.€~~[:che~;he~gt(>,; 
For 14 years, SBC teacher or ad1U1ms- day was fired for no reason whatso- Ji';tQ~lanc~d progrl.lIIl of•_._,----
leadership has had trator who doesn't ever. Marv, you know better. j;:i,to'ii\1d'\Viths~µ:ibfadulisi' 
only positive remarks about South- hew to the fundamentalist agenda is The trustees at Southwestern have ¾~'.~1t?gf:fUI1COntai.ns atJe 
western. seen as a traitor. Any speaker not in been more than fair to Dilday. If it f\1\~p:\~pts: spirit~al }~1 

Additionally, Dilday was a superi- 100 percent agreement with funda" hadn't been for Jimmy Draper, he i)ii(l~ar~Jp.g;opp?rtunitie'1,•· 
or leader, and Southwestern rose to mentalist dogma is anathema. would have been let go a long time li'.;'i.sl'!j_p;fp.1.iajstix 9pportuni 
new heights. His performance in all Could the old fundamentalist pro- ago. Dilday's sympathy with and sup- i(u ~~tp~~:9iafaj:~ rptj,cl;. 
respects was superior. The only criti- grams and methods be failing? Check port for the Cooperative Baptist 'Fel- ,,. . GliurchesJend to'focll 
cism raised by fundamentalists was any indicator of spiritual health- lowship was the issue that landed him ;particufo.r area>and oft~ 
that he disagreed with how they oper- church attendance, baptisms, offer- in hot water. This is another denomi- _ ,)provide a comprehensiye~¢~1 
ated. He never challenged their doc- ings, attendance at seminaries, toll- nation comp~ting for Southern Bap- fL. ~dult ministry: , For exaITipl .. ,<n-· 
tI:ines and invited them to speak in free telephone numbers for Jerry Fal- tist money. That is the plain and sim- }'' some churches seldompo·-i:pore ;jb 
chapel. He didn't think their political well, etc.-and you will see a lost ple truth. ,,; Wan providea regularfellf?~SliiP <i 
activity was the best way to run a cause. No evangelism is going on; it Second, your reporting is biased , C;myal f9r' syriiot adultsf 9!# 
Christian organization, and for that he is merely the redistribution of current and unusually slanted. The articles '.I 9hurches focus only 01jth~;Jr, 
was fired. church members. There is no break- that you used in your coverage were t'.i;te}dyrlY by providing a pq~itj 

That flimsy excuse raises tw9 through missionary activity, because ABP articles, the press controlled by mfministry !o ,those who are ljg.n 
questions: Who wanted his job and the crowd running the SBC is tied to moderates. Why not balance it out ;;i~puhd of re~id,~nts _ ofnutst 
got tired of waiting? How long are we outdated strategy. with Baptist Press articles? I received ;.th()IIle~; ~prnf gf(illg~;,~1 
going to put up with this? Rather than adopt forward-think- press releases from Baptist Press and if)~vel, _ .. \ ;.f./{ .... .> . 

The first answer will come soon. ing strategies, we are seeing a "milk- then read the ABP articles, and there t:1cr<)Vhile each of the~ejs' •••- __ _ 
The second is difficult in light of re- ing of the cash cow." Denomination- is no question you are leaning toward i\;cjilple and importit:nt,•'chllf.SP 
cent SBC life. So much injustice. al resources, money and human, are tl)e moderate coverage. i\{}'4eed t9 l9ok beiortd~ sin~lel 

If alumni and Southern Baptists being squandered in power plays Objectivity according to Webster w'< ctis .to a m,or_e 'comptehen,§(• 
who disagree with Dil~ay's firing which only enrich the institu_tional of- is "expr~ssing o~ inv~lving the use of ;1/:, wrn~stry;':E~~ii s.Jtl~ll~f .f~~fcp.e~y;1 would go to the conventton and vote ficers and trustees who add little or no facts without d1stort10n by personal y cmn provide more than ~ stpgle > 
their dissatisfaction, Dilday would be v,alue to any spiritual endeavor. The feelings or prejudices." It's time that 'J ernphasis:: ·- "'fi}c;'.)'·'.;;.+'1'.11-
restored, and we would have leader- ouster of Russell Dilday is but the lat- you give both sides of the issue. / Chlll'ch foaders '-whcjwi}J?, ti:f ,E 
ship that would listen. est installment in this "zero-sum Ken Bolin ')·~xpancl,,;. ~ -minisfryy f9{ i~p.j'9{;m: 

The choice is ours. We can whim- game." _ Manchester }\]~clUlts\y_ouid'q() weil"tcfev~lpat~ .).;\ 
per and do nothing or stop whimper- These machinations can have no Editor's note: When Dilday was j1;'!1'f7ire}i~tilfg-prbgramJ:.;\"i~.ef0i;!Q '/i'i 
ing and act. Here is an opportunity to spiritual or divine aspect. The king- fired, neither Baptist Press nor Asso- i;(.st¢pmight be Jo'incluge §eY,~r~l:1:;; 
e_nd the war, or at least to negotiate a dom of God is not a "zero-sum" af- ciated Baptist Press reported a cause ;tl~aders in a grqup to brai.9~~0@.( 
cease-fire. fair. In God's economy, there's grace for the action. Trustee Chairman Ra!- • 'YaYs tS? dev7lop a more ~l:llap¢_~ 

R. Lee Saunders, secretary and blessing enough for everyone. ph Pulley told students the school , program:-Be Sure to _allow ~emor 
Kentucky SWBTS Alumni Association Gary Millsap "needed new direction to move us \ .~dults a voice ip plannin,g an.cl, 

Bowling Green Louisville into the 21th 'century." A // Rroyiding t~e pr?gram. _,_ ... : ''' __ , 
r ;; .•· < The baste philosophy ' P-'!deiv .. • 

A riddle of the persistent flea 
"The body of a coyote is the whole 

world of a flea," I have read some­
where. 

It is one of those statements which 
not only "grabs you" but fairly forces 
one to contemplate its meaning. There 

starts scratching the spot where he 
thinks the flea is. Or if it's on his tail 
(assumjng he has one), he starts bit­
ing at it with an irritated growl. So 
much for a pleasant afternoon nap. 

being no accompanying 
meaning or definition, one 
is free to set out in any di­
rection. And so I set forth 
here with the reader. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

Second, sooner or later a flea 
learns where he can be the 
most secure, often up near 
the face or under the col­
lar, or somewhere where 
he is really hard to get to. 
It's amazing how smart a 
tiny flea can seem to be. 
And when a flea is on the 
move, you can almost 
sense the panic that the 
poor dog feels. 

Presumably a flea i_s 
relatively satisfied with his 
(or her) space. After all, 

• proportionately, a flea has 
about all he can chew on 
given those parameters. 

However, if fleas act 
upon coyotes as they do 
upon dogs, a friend of 

Third, fleas have an 
William W. Marshall enormous propensity for 

dogs (as I am) can make some as­
sumptions from simple observations. 

First, one tiny flea can make _a big 
or little dog very uncomfortable and· 
can turn an otherwise pleasant day 
into a miserable one. Envision if you 
will, that favorite dog of yours on a 
hot summer's day, flattened out on a 
cool, concrete step by the back porch 
door, dozing off to sleep. First you see 
his eyes pop open; next you hear a 
slight whine; next one of his paws 

multiplication. Give them 
enough time, and they produce an 
army. I remember a basement couch 
which beqme flea infested once; so 
many that when we sat down, they 
rose by the hundreds, looking like 
black dust. Actually, that is how we 
realized what was biting the chil~ 
dren-all because we had let our out­
door-indoor cat sleep where she want­
ed to in the basement. They were, of 
course, exterminated soon after-the 
fleas, that is. 

Now there is nothing more humil­
iated and miserable than a flea-infest­
ed dog. The poor thing can't sleep and 
can't rest. They say that fleas can ac­
tually kill a dog in time-by wearing 
if out. I've never seen a dog autopsied 
to determine if that is true or not, but 
that's what they say. 

Fourth, fleas are persistent. No 
matter how aggressive a dog and how 
adept he may be at grabbing fleas in 
his teeth, fleas just keep coming back. 
A good "dip" in flea destructant will 
bring temporary relief, and a "treat­
ed" collar, though now ecologically 
questionable, will help. But some day, 
at some moment, they will be back. 
You can bet on it. It's as though they 
have a personal vendetta with the dog. 

Finally, a dog can never make 
peace with a flea. No room for nego­
tiation there; no possible agreement 
about borders or restricted areas. A 
dog can be trained to be gentle and 
peaceful, but even "trained" fleas still 
bite. 

The moral to this story is: Never 
underestimate the power of a flea, nor 
the power of a dog to learn to live with 
it. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

f girding such a progra111 says thafv; 
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t need to grow. Just asJesu,s grew •• 
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EDITORIALS 
Letters can help alleviate malnutrition in America 

Can you spare 29 cents to rescue millions of children from malnutri­
tion? 

That's all you'd spend to mail a letter if your church participates in 
Bread for the World's "A Child is Waiting" campaign to restore full 
funding for the government's Special Supplemental Food Program for 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC). 

Studies show 36.9 million Americans live in poverty. And nearly half 
of them are children. Poverty stalks one out of every four children under 
age 6 in this country- a child-poverty rate more than twice as high as 
any other industrialized nation. The problem is compounded; because 
the malnutrition these children suffer inflicts permanent damage on their 
developing minds and bodies. 

The WIC program is designed to thwart the ravages of child poverty. 
. It supplements the diets of pregnant women, nursing mothers and chil­
dren up to age 5. It provides vouchers for high-nutrition foods most poor 

Send a message 
Is there no limit to the dishonor­

able, destructive behavior of the Fun­
damentalists who control the South­
ern Baptist Convention? The mali­
cious firing of Southwestern Semi­
nary President Russell Dilday will 
live in infamy. The Sadducees and 
Pharisees could 

takeover, the cherished Cooperative 
. Program which has served us well has 

undergone radical revision .. It's still 
the Cooperative Program of Southern 
Baptists when it comes to giving; but 
once it's· sent to Nashville, it becomes 
the Monopoly Program of the Funda­
mentalists. 

If non-Fundamentalist Southern 

learn from the de­
monic spirit and 
shameful tactics of 

BAPTIST FORUM 
Baptist churches 
would continue to 
support their state 

Southwestern's Fundamentalist trust­
ees. 

Is there no end to the list of honor­
able SBC leaders crucified by the 
Fundamentalists? Dilday joins Valen­
tine, Cothen, Lolley, Dunn, Elder, 
Parks and Honeycutt as SBC martyrs. 

Hundreds of non-Fundamentalist 
pastors and churches have said, 
"Enough, too much." They still sup­
port their ·state conventions but refuse 
to channel SBC support through the 
Fundamentalist establishment. They 
use the Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship and other channels to support 
Southern Baptist ministries. 

It's time thousands more who can­
not condone such ruthlessness send a 
message to SBC Fundamentalists. As 
long as fair-minded Baptists continue 
to send their mission gifts through tra­
ditional SBC channels, the Funda­
mentalists will assume their shameful 
conduct is approved. This is not so. 
However, these churches are unwit­
ting acce·ssories to the Fundamental­
ists' shameful acts. 
' Face it: With the Fundamentalist 

conventions but 
use other channels to support South­
ern Baptist ministries, the Fundamen­
talists might get the message. 

'Ain't so' 

Chauncey R. Daley 
Louisville 

SBC President Ed Young's con­
cern about "investigative reporting" 
by the denominational press is high­
lighted by Russell Dilday's firing. It 
shows Young was right to be con­
cerned. 

Without "investigative reporting," 
the manner in which the trustees 
moved against Dilday would not have 
been told, and Southern Baptists 
would not have known about their 
pre-arrangements, which character­
ized their lack of integrity. The once­
cherished Baptist admonition to "trust 
the Lord and tell the people" is all but 
lost. 

The response of trustee Chairman 
Ralph Pulley to Dilday's request for 
reasons behind his dismissal is telling: 
"We don't need a reason. We can do 

families cannot afford. 
Studies show the WIC program actually saves tax dollars. The Gener­

al Accounting Office estimates the $269 million spent on prenatal WIC 
benefits in 1990 will save $ 1.04 billion in health expenses during the 
next 18 years. That's a savings of $3.87 for every $1 spent on WIC. 

Unfortunately, the WIC program is underfunded. Only 60 percent of 
eligible women, infants and children currently receive WIC support. 
Nationwide, that level of support leaves almost 3.5 million women and 
children unable to receive help. 

Bread for the World, a national Christian citizen's movement against 
hunger, has organized its "A Child is Waiting" campaign to collect let­
ters urging Congress to fund the WIC program completely. To join the 
campaign, write to Bread for the World, 11000 Wayne Ave., Suite 1000, 
Silver Spring, Md. 20910. Campaign kits cost $8. 

it. We have the votes, and we will .. . " 
(WR, March 15). 

If "persons in the pews" still be­
lieved the SBC controversy was a 
"preachers' fight," a "battle for the 
Bible" or a "return to our roots," Pul­
ley's response and the actions of 
Southwestern Seminary' s trustees 
ought to demonstrate "it ain't so." 

I cannot believe the sentiments and 
actions of Southwestern's trustees re-

• fleet the attitude of grassroots South­
ern Baptists. We are obligated as 
Christians to "speak the truth in love" 
(Ephesians 4: 15). Truth and love 
mandate that we deal redemptively 
with each other, while remaining ac­
countable to each other in Christ. Re­
demption and the integrity of Chris­
tian accountability seem sorely lack-
ing these days. • 

How many rriore women and men 
called of God will be sacrificed to 
those who "have the votes" and 

• "don't need_. a reason" before grass­
roots Southern Baptists say, in truth 
and love, "Enough is enough"? 

Nothing new 

Lynn Traylor 
Sonora 

The Spanish inquisition shrouded 
its political persecution behind the 
cloak of "inerrant" Roman Catholi­
cism. 

The Salem witch trials engaged in 
political paranoia pursuant to "iner­
rant" Puritanism. 

Nazi Germany made extensive use 
of propagancla- tell a lie long enough 

Marv Knox 

and often enough- to achieve politi­
cal domination by an "inerrant + su­
perior" Aryan race. All suspect dis­
sent was eliminated harshly. 

The primary tactic of all commu­
nist takeovers was the seizure and 
control of all news media. By control­
ling dissemination of information, 
these autocratic rulers could invade 
and control private lives and actions 
of its citizens. Dissent was eliminated 
under the guise of "crimes against the 
state." 

Tactical directors of the funda­
mentalist takeovers of the Southern 
Baptist Convention shrouded their 
political agenda behind the cloak of 
religious (biblical) inerrancy. They 
have since pursued total control of all 
news media and publications- in­
cluding censorship and printed propa­
ganda. 

Further, total control of all training 
facilities- including harsh treatment 
of any and all dissent- has set the 
stage for "brown-shirt style" clone 
factories. 

History has exposed the true na­
ture of the inquisition and the witch 
trials. Communism failed after 70 
years; the Berlin Wall fell after 30 
years. A devastating world war was 
required to remove the canker of Nazi 
Germany. 

As some still choose to believe, 
this fundamentalist stranglehold on 
the SBC will also pass. Perhaps, but 
will we ever be able to put Humpty_ 
Dumpty together again? 

Oran Faris 
Frankfort 

'If' 
Joe Cooper, former 

philosophy teacher at 
Mississippi College, 
shared this wisdom, 
"The little word 'if' is · 
futile in relation to the 
past but fertile in relation 
to the future." 

This is true for 
basketball teams when 
they lose. "If" we had 
done this differently. "If" 
only we had ... 

What is true for 
basketball teams also_ is 
true for us. We may 
spend enormous time 
and energy playing the 
game "What if ... ?" 
While we must learn 
from our mistakes, we 
must find ways to move 
past them. I remember 
the words of Scripture, 
"If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" 
(I John 1 :9). 

Our future, having put 
the past in perspective, 
can be guided by the 
little word "if." What if 
we choose to do this or 
decide to do that? Then 
we begin to unlock the . 
door of possibilities. 
Again a word from 
Scripture, "One thing I 
do, forgetting what lies 
behind and straining 
forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 3:13b-14). 

Choose the fertile, not 
the futile, approach with 
the little word "it." 
Greg Earwood 
Murray 
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NATIONAL NOTES 

■ Mainline religious 
groups, along with faith­

based hospitals and 
health-care providers, 

called Feb. 28 for health­
care reform with 

universal coverage as a 
bottom line. Taking 

. sharp exception to the 
conservative Christian 
Coalition, the groups 
said they are pleased 
President Clinton has 

made health care a top 
agenda, declaring it 

"unconscionable that any 
person in this land has 

to go without basic 
health protection." The 
Christian Coalition has 
launced a $1.4 million 

campaign to defeat the 
president's health-care 

reform proposal. 

■ Two teen-agers and 
their youth pastor are 

suing a shopping mall in 
Denver after guards 

ordered them to leave 
because they were 

sharing their faith in 
Jesus Christ with 

customers. The teens 
reportedly asked people 

in the Cherry Creek 
Shopping Center if they · 

could speak with them. If 
• the person said "no," the 

teens thanked them and 
moved on~ If the person 

said "yes," the teens 
presented a tract and 

talked about Jesus. The 
. suit claims the shopping 

mall's prohibition on 
trespassing and 

solicitation is 
unconstitutional. 

NATION 
Studies differ on media's coverage of religion 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- How 
well does the secular media cover re­
ligion? That depends on whom you 
ask. • 

Two recent studies on religion 
coverage in the media yielded con­
trasting views. One study, conducted 
by The Freedom Forurri First Amend-

• ment Center at Vanderbilt Universi­
ty, showed a healthy objectivity to­
ward religion required by !}le profes- . 
sion. 

. The other survey, conducted by 
the Media Research Center, a Virgin­
ia-based watchdog group headed by 
conservative activist Brent Bozell, 
suggested a media bias against reli-
gion. • ' 

The Freedom Forum report found 
that "an anti-religious bias in the me­
dia is a myth," said John Seigenthal­
er, chairman of The First Amendment 
Center. "Journalists fail their readers 
because they don't know and won't 
find out, rather than because they are 

hostile to religion." 
The Freedom Forum report, titled 

"Bridging the Gap: Religion and the 
News Media," concluded that often 
journalists and clergy largely misun­
derstand each other. 

The report, written by Jimmy 
Allen, former president of the South­
ern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission, and)ohn Dart, religion 
writer for the Los Angeles Times, is 
based on responses from clergy, edi­
tors and religion newswriters. 

The Media Research Center enlist­
ed 12 researchers to study nightly 
news shows from five networks, as 
well as morning news and magazine 
news shows. The study "confirms the 
concerns of the religion community: 
religion in general is just not a matter 
of interest to the media," Bozell said. 

"There is a chasm separating the 
journalistic community from the 
church-going community," Bozell 
charged. This chasm, he said, is re-

Church buys abortion clinic 
SOUTHAVEN, Miss.- Members 

of a Mississippi Baptist church have 
claimed victory in their fight against 
abortion after buying out the only 
abortion clinic in the region. 

Colonial Hills Baptist Church in 
Southaven, Miss., negotiated a three­
year lease/purchase agreement with 
the owner of the building occupied by 
Tri-State Women's Medical Center in 
Southaven, reported Pastor Steve 
Bennett. 

The clinic's owner, Thomas Tuck­
er, has agreed to vacate the building 
by April 29, Bennett said. • 

"We had a word from God," the 
pastor explained. 

"People grabbed their water guns 
and ran toward hell. They just be~ 
lieved God could do anything," he 
said. 

A pair of church members origi­
nally approached him about buying 

the clinic property, Bennett said, so he 
prayed about it and decided to present 
the idea to the church body during a 
Wednesday night prayer meeting. 

When an invitation was given at 
the end of the prayer meeting, hun­
dreds of people came forward for 
more than an hour to donate money, 
jewelry and other items to the cause, 
the pastor reported. 

"People gave their wedding rings. 
One person brought the title to his car 
and another donated 10 acres of land. 
We had over $40,000 in cash alone," 
he said. -

Despite their joy at driving out the 
abortion clinic, church members real­
ize Tucker's clinic could make a 
comeback elsewhere in the city, Ben­
nett conceded. 

"We can't control what he does, 
but God told us to get' this building 
and we got it," he said. 

Court upholds flag-burning case 
WASHINGTON (ABP)- The act 

of burning the American flag is con­
stitutionally-protected speech and 

.cannot by itself be the basis for con­
victing a person of inciting violence, 
according to a ruling left standing by 
the U.S. Supreme Court March 21. 

The court declined to review a rul­
ing by the Ohio Supreme Court which 
reversed an Ohio woman's conviction 
for inciting violence. 

The woman, Cheryl Lessin; pro­
tested U.S. policy in the Persian Gulf 
at a demonstration in · downtown 
Cleveland in 1990, burning an Amer­
ican flag during the protest. 

Ohio's top court threw out her 
conviction, saying the jury should 

• have been instructed that "flag burn­
ing in the absence of a call to violence 
is protected speech" and that jurors 
could not consider the fact that Lessin 
burned the flag in determining wheth­
er she incited violence. 

When criminal charges arise from 
conduct protected by the Constitution, 
jurors must be told that a conviction 
cannot be based on constitutionally­
protected acts, the court said. 

The case was sent back to the trial 
court for proceedings consistent with 
the Ohio Supreme Court's opinion. 

Churches' project unites races 
WINSTON -SALEM, N.C. 

(ABP)- Two Baptist churches-one 
predominately white and one black­
are working together to build a house 
and to tear down racial barriers in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

The churches are Wake Forest 
Baptist Church, an anglo church 
which meets on the campus of Wake 
Forest University, and First Baptist 
Church of Highland A venue, a 114-

year-old African-American congre­
gation with a long track record of so­
cial involvement. 

They have formed a partnership to 
sponsor construction of a house for 
Habitat for Humanity. 

"We are on the leading edge of a 
great new adventure," Wake Forest 
pastor Richard Groves ·said. Beyond 
building a home, "ours is a ministry 
of reconciliation," he said. 

sponsible for .the media's failure to 
covet religion as a serious topic. 

"We never see the good things re­
ligious groups are doing, whether ifs 
helping the homeless, the abused or 
homosexuals suffering from AIDS," 
he said. • 

. He recommended the media take 
several courses of action, such as hir­
ing reporters who are religious. 

The Freedom Forum study, how­
ever, said faith of reporters is not the 
controlling factor. '"Whether a person 

• is Christian is not definitive," Allen 
said. "The news will be well reported 
if journalists . "are professional, ·truth­
ful and even-handed." 

Allen found that journalists report 
news accprding to what they perceive 
is the real story, regardless of their· 
faith. It is not a matter of religious 
conviction but of good journalism, he 
added. 

Both Allen and Bozell responded 
to the findings of the 1980 Lichter-

Rothman survey of journalists but 
with different conclusions. 

Bozell said the, Lichter findings 
parallel his organization's study. He 
noted 50 percent of journalists in the 
Lichter study did not believe in God 
and 86 percent rarely attended syna­
gogue or church, making it hard for 
them to-"refleGt or understand the role 
of religion in America." The media 
should "spend more time learning 
about religious organizations so they 
can separate nonsense from truth," 
Bozell said. 

Allen and Dart said the Lichter 
study "has been quoted and misquot­
ed to characterize the overwhelming 
majority of U.S. journalists as irreli­
gious people, thus allegedly explain­
ing t)1e biased reporting of reµgion ." 

The Freedom Forum study found 
that faith is "very important" in the 
lives of three-quarters of the religion 
newswriters and to 72 percent of edi­
tors. 

Rea~y to feel 
good a6o~t being 

.• · · Baptist? 
Come join free and faithful Baptists 
for worship, learning, and fellowship 

at the 
\ 
\ 

1994 General Assembly 
· of the • · 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
May 5-7 in Greensboro, N.C. 

To pre-register, call 
1-800-352-8741 or 404-455-7379 

and ask for your Registration Xpress form. 
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annual meeting of 
Kentucky Woman's 
• Missionary Union, . 
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TAKE NOTE 

KENTUCKY WOMAN 
FEATURED Etta 

Butcher (right) of 
Franklin is featured 
in the April issue of 
Royal Service maga-

zine, in an article 
• written by Stuart 

Calvert (left). 

CONTACT 
Kentucky 
Woman's 

Missionary Union 
offers missions 

programs for 
children, teens, 

young women and 
adults. For more 

information about 
WMU resources or 

the upcoming WMU 
annual meeting, 

• call the WMU office 
at (502) 245-4101 

or write WMU at 
Box 43433, 

Louisville, Ky. 
40253-0433. 

A WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION SUPPLEMENT 
TO THE WESTERN RECORDER 

l(ENI~JC]fC 

Take a New Look at Woma~'~ Missionary Union 
The adult organizations of 

Woman's Missionary Union 
are made up of women who 
are truly 'women on mis­
sion.' They are the missions 
heartbeat of the local 
church. 

Research conducted for 
WMU by the Birmingham ad­
vertising firm Lawler Ballard 
Van Durand pointed out that 
WMU members are an asset 
to Southern Baptist church­
es. 

"The presence of WMU in 
a church is a healthy thing 
for the church," stated Chris 
Bonney, one of the research­
ers. 

"WMU groups and • their 
· niembers can be a tremen­
dous asset to a pastor," Bon­
ney continued. "WMU may 
be, as some have suggested, 
not only the 'missions con­
science' of the SBC, but also 
its 'loving heart:'" _ 

The development of a 
woman's organization was 
encouraged in 1876, when a 
statement of support was in­
cluded in the report of the 
General Association of Bap­
tists in Kentucky (now the 
Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion). "To further this work 
(state missions) we would 
recommend to our churches 
the formation of female mis­
sionary societies, or the em­
ployment of such other 
means as shall enlist the sis­
ters." 

The Foreign Mission 
Board and Home Mission 

Board recommended that 
committees of women take 
up the work in each state. 
Thus, the Central Commit­
tee, through which the· fe­
male members of the 
churches could give mission 
support, was begun in 1878. 
From these relatively ob­
scure beginnings, the Wom­
an's Missionary Union in 
Kentucky has grown to 
more than 60,000 members. 
WMU, SBC has a member­
ship of more than 1.2 mil­
lion. 

Throughout the succeed­
ing 115 years, the women 
have kept missions as their 
main focus, teaching about 
missions, supporting mis­
sionaries and their families, 

witnessing to the lost and 
. ministering to those in need. 
Providing prayer support for 
missions work is a primary 
endeavor. 

Since its earliest days, 
WMU has been responsible 
for promoting giving to mis­
sions causes and the substan­
tial support of the missionar­
ies. Since 1888, WMU has • 
helped raise more than $2 
billion for SBC missions 
causes. 

Truly, these women have 
been-and continue to be­
women on mission. 

Society and the church 
have changed much since 
Baptist Women and Baptist 
Young Women organizations 
were begun in 1970. The 

members of both Baptist 
Women arid Baptist Young 
Women are concerned that 
women of today and tomor­
row discover the purpose of 
missions in their lives. This 
has instigated the frequent 
question, "How can we in­
volve more women in mis­
sions today?" 

The viable response is 
found in the development of 
the . two organizations as 
one, Women on Mission. 
The women look forward to 
this positive update in Sep­
tember of 1995. 

·- Dolores Gilliland 
Rxecutiv_e Di.rector 

Kentucky WMU 

"... I enjoy seeing 
everybody . 
throughout the 
state with similar 
interests in mis­
sions. "-Laverne 
Sublette, Fulton 

" ... It renews my 
spirit, friendships, 
and my commit­
ment to mis-

" ... of the inspiration 
I receive while I am 
there. "- Bonnie 
Ginter, Louisville sions. "-Bettie 

Wright, LaCenter 

" .. .I receive the inspiration that 
helps me ~ontinue serving 
through WMU when I get back 
home."-Dorls Mullendore, 

.__ ____ ,."""'~""'oo Bowlinl! Green 

" .. .I never fail to be convicted 
anew regarding state and 
home missions as well as for­
eign missions." -Billie Em­
mons, Ashland 

" ... of the in~piration, the information, and 
the fellowship."-Dlxte My/um Lusher, Berea 

Women to Hear Jerry Rankin, the 'Ultimate Demotion Man' 
In June of 1993, Jerry 

Rankin became the 10th per­
son to head the Foreign Mis-· · 
sion Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

In June of 1970, Rankin 
and his wife, Bobbye, were 
appointed as missionaries to 
Indonesia. There they would 
serve as general evangelist 
and church and home work­
er until 1980, when Jerry be­
came associate to the area 
director of South and South­
east Asia. 

In 1987, he became direc­
tor of the board's Southern 
Asia and Pacific area. In that 
role, based in Singapore, he 
oversaw the work of 480 

missionaries in 15 countries. 
- The Rankins are both 
graduates of Mississippi Col­
lege, a Baptist college in 
Clinton, Miss. Both attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, where he 
received the master of divini­
ty degree. They have two 
grown children, Lori and . 
Russell. 

Rankin explains his call 
the following way: ''l often 
find myself reviewing God's 
call upon my life-a call to 
preach the gospel, a call to 
be a missionary, a call to 
start churches overseas. Ful­
filling that call has taken un­
expected directions. It is a 

joy to see others bearing 
fruit and making the'· gospel 
known to a lost world ... be­
cause you have provided 
equipping, channeled re­
sources, given encourage­
ment and guidance and been 
willing to serve in a leader-

ship .position. 
"It is an honor to be en-

• trusted with leadership of 
the foreign mission efforts of 
Southern Baptists, but be­
coming president of the For­
eign Mission Board is anoth­
er step further removed 
from the high calling of a 
missionary. It is further re­
moved from where the ac­
tion is overseas and, in a 
sense, I guess it's the -ulti­
mate demotion!" 

Come hear the "ultimate 
demotion man" Friday 
evening during the annual . 
meeting of Kentucky WMU 
at Central Baptist Church in 

. Winchester. 



.entuc MTI nnual 
Hearing Impaired 

Seating. There will be a 
section reserved in the 
front of the sanctuary 

for those who have diffi­
culty hearing. Also, inter­

pretation for the deaf 
will be provided. 

Agenda for 
Central Baptist Church, Winchester 

eeting . 

Nursery. A nursery 
will be provided during 

the sessions and the 
conferences. However, 

children should be 
picked up during meal 
times. Those attending 
the BYW luncheon on 

Saturday may leave their 
preschoolers in the 

nursery over that 
lunch period. 

Meals Offered. Avoid 
looking for a place to eat 
during the annual meet­
ing. Purchase box lunch 

tickets at the registration 
desk before 10 am. each 
day. Cost is $4 per ticket 

New Song. A new 
song, 'Jesus Can Make a 

World ·of Difference," 
will . be the featured 

theme song throughout 
the WMU annual meet­

ing. The lyrics and music 
were written especially 

for this meeting by 
James 'Jimbo" Stevens, 
who will receive a mas­
ter of church music de-

gree from Southern Bap­
tist Theological Semi­

nary in May. The presi-
dent of StevenSong, a 

music publishing compa­
ny, Jimbo has composed 
and arranged more than 
100 published songs. He 

received the 1993 AS­
CAP standard award for 
musical composition. An 

accomplished pianist 
and choral conductor, 

Jimbo will serve as pia­
, nist during the annual 
meeting in Winchester. 

Friday Morning - April 22 
• Making a World of Difference 

9:10 Music for Worship 
Slide Presentation 
Call to Order 
Prayer 
Special WMU Annual Meeting Song 

Testimony in Word and Song 
Theme Interpretation 

Introductions 
Welcome to Central Baptist Church 
Recognition of Local Committees 
Making a World of Difference 
Hymn 
Announcements 
Special Recognitions • 

Instrumental 

Kay Trisler 
Doris Mullendore 

Bill Ellis 
By: Jimbo Stevens 

Bill Ellis 
University of Kentucky BSU 

H.K. Kingkade, Director 
Kay Trisler 

Don Mathis, Pastor 
Judy Crowe 

Bobbie Patterson 
Congregation 
Dee Gilliland 

Kay Trisler 
Ministers and .Spouses, Directors of 

Missions and Spouses, Home Missionaries, 
Foreign Missionaries, Parents of Missionaries, 
Missionary Kids, and Volunteers in Missions 

Hymn • Congregation 
Making a Differrnce in Hong Kong Larry Harris 
Testimony and Prayer W. Robert Defoor 
Introduction of Conference Leaders Dee Gilliland 

Conferences: 11:15 • 12:00 

Friday Afternoon 7" April 22_ 
Making a World of Difference 

1:30 
Presiding Officer 
Slide Presentation 
Prayer 
Special WMU Song 
Theme Interpretation 

Making a World of Difference 
Introductions 
Bangladesh 

Sara Billups; Vice President 

Billie Emmons 
Congregation 

Kentucky State University BSU 
Mikel Robinson, Director 

Bobbie Patterson 
Sara Billups 

Jim McKinley 
Testimony in Word and Song 
Re-introduction of Conference Leaders 

Larry Nobles 
Dee Gilliland 

Conferences: 2:45 • 3:30 & 3:45 • 4:30 

Friday Evening - April 22 
Making a World of Difference 

6:45 
/ 

Music for Worship 

. Slide Presentation 
Prayer 
Flag Processional 
Special WMU Song 
Theme Interpretation 

Introductions 

Central Baptist ·church 
Sanctuary Choir 

Jimbo • Stevens, Director 

Kathryn Akridge 
Kentucky Acteens 

Congregation 
Morehead State University BSU 

Gene Parr, Director 
Kay Trisler 

Greetings from Kentucky Baptist Convention 
and Prayer Robert F. Browning 
Announcements Dee Gilliland 
Making a World of Difference Bobbie Patterson 
Acteens . .. Making a World of Difference Julie H. Keith 
Hymn Congregation 
Christmas Gift to Foreign Missionaries Betty Smith 
Prayer Anna Mary Byrdwell 
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8:55 

Offering 
Special Music Central Baptist Church Trio 

Sandy Jude, Donna Wainwrigh~ Linda Snowden 
Guest Speakers Introduction • Gerard Howell 
Foreign Missions ... Making a World of Difference 

Testimony and Prayer 
Jerry and Bobbye R!ffikin 

Kenneth Bolin Jr. 

Saturday Morning - April 23 
Making a World of Difference 

8:50 

11:25 

Music for Worship 
Slide Presentation 
Special 
Prayer 
WMU Song 
Introductions 
Theme Interpretation 

Kentucky Baptist Convention and 

Instrumental 

Bill Ellis 
Carolyn Ellis 

Congregation 
Kay Trisler 

Georgetown College BSU 
Jack Birdwhistell, Director 

Woman's Missionary Union, Laborers Together 
William W. Marshall 

Special Presentation for Freeda Harris Center 

You Can Make a Difference 
• Girls In Action 
Announcements 
Business 
Recognition of Retiring Board 
Nominating Committee Report 

Kay Trisler & Dee Gilliland 
Nathan Porter 
Brenda Price 
Dee Gilliland 

Kay Trisler 
Mary Wallace 

Election of Officers and Executive Board 
Making a World of Difference Bobbie Patterson 

Congregation 
Lee Ann Matthews 

Pat Schmidt 

Installation of 1994-95 Board 
Serve The Lord With Gladness 
Thank you from a Baptist Nurse MK 
Prayer _ 
Offering t-i~ 
A World of Difference Central Baptist Church Youth Choir 

Making a Difference in Africa 
Testimony and Prayer 

Lewis Willian, Director 
Ken and Beth Perkins 

Stephen L. Hadden 

Saturday Afternoon - April 23 
Making a World of Difference 

1:20 Music for Worship Instrumental 
Slide Presentation 
Special Alicia Lyles 
Prayer Julia Woodward 
WMU Song Congregation 
Introductions Kay Trisler 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children . Brenda Gray 
Announcements Dee Gilliland 
Appalachian Ministries Education Resource Center 

Brian Cole 
WMUs Achieving Distinguished Status 
Associations and Churches Carol Noffsinger & Dee Gilliland 
1995, Bowling Green! Martha Copeland 
Testimony and Prayer John Wallace 
Making a Difference in Canada Kellie Hooker 
Hymn Congregation 
Testimony in Word and · Song Alicia Lyle~ 
Making a World of Difference Mildred McWhorter 
Theme . Interpretation University of Louisville BSU 

Angela Perkins, Director 
3:35 Closing prayer 

"' 
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ROBERT 
BELLINGER 

BETTY 
SMITH 

BETH 
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Gift presentation. 
The executive committee 

of Kentucky Woman's 
MIBsionary Union has 

voted to given initial 
grant of $25,000 for the 

new building at the . 
Freeda Harris Baptist 
Center. An additional 

$5,000 is to be allocated 
through the 1994-95 Eliza 
Broadus State Missions Of­
fering. A special presenta-
tion of the $25,000 grant 
will be made during the 

Saturday morning session 
of ~e annual meeting. 

KENTUCKY 
'" 

~

. 

}" • .·,;~ • . 
7UV 

·-~ .~.,,-
,--.::,, . __ .~ / 

Acteens Will Participate in Annual Meeting 
Kentucky Acteens will 

play a vital part in the Wom­
an's Missionary Union annu­
al meeting in Winchester. 

Approximately 200 Act­
eens are expected to attend 
the dinner on Friday 
evening, April 22, at Central 
Baptist Church. The dinner 
theme will be "LOVE: Give It 
Away." Becky Castle, a stu­
dent from Morehead State 
University, will be the speak­
er. 

The Acteens will be in­
volved in many facets of the 
Friday evening session of the 
Kentucky WMU annual 
meeting at Central Baptist 
Church, immediately follow­
ing their dinner_ 

All of the Acteens will par-

ticipate in a flag processional 
ceremony which opens the 
evening session. During the 
session, the six State Acteens 
Panelists will participate in a 
theme interpretation. The 
National Ac;:teens Panelists 
and the National Top Teen . 

also will have a spot on the 
program. 

All who are interested in 
learning more about Ken­
tucky Acteens are encour­
aged to go by the Acteens . 
booth, where the panelists 
will visit with them. 

ACTEENS PANEUSTS Pictured le.ft to right are the Kentucky Acteens Advisory Pan­
elists: Sybil Dawahare, South Elkhorn Baptist Church, Lexington; Lee Anne Grego­
ry, Elk Spring Valley Baptist Church, Monticello; Kara Bevil, Hartford Baptist 
Church, Hartford; Carrie Chiles, Short Creek Baptist Church, Falmouth; Melissa 
Bryant, Beaver Dam, Calvary Baptist Church in Central City; and Carrie Bell, Mur­
ray First Baptist Church, Mu"ay. 

NATIONAL HONORS Melissa Bryant, National Acteens Panelist, Graefenburg Baptist 
Church, ShelbyviJle; Jennie Bell, National Acteens Panelist, First Baptist Church, Mur­
ray; Courtney Adams, National Top Teen, First Baptist Church, Mu"ay. 

Special Interest Conferences 
■ International Develop­

ment Relief-Beth and Ken 
Perkins 
■ Hope for Hurting Hu­

manity-Nathan Porter 
■ Disaster Relief-Etta . 

Butcher and Bob Simpkins 
■ *Habitat for Humani­

ty-Suzanna Jones 
■ * A Time to Grow-Anna 

Mary Byrdwell 
■ *Bangladesh-Jim McK­

inley 
■ AIDS Awareness-Nancy 

and Chip Miller 
■ *Literacy- Elaine Oz­

ment 
■ Kentucky WMU Heri­

tage Fund, 2nd Century 
Fund and Vision Fund-Mari­
beth Hambrick. 
■ Migrant Ministry- Stary 

Cruse Pennington 

■ Partnership Missions­
Delores Spears and Calvin 
Wilkins 
■ Missions Reaching the 

World, Making A Differ­
ence-Marv Knox 
■ Time, Money, Personal­

ity-Barry Allen , 
■ Infant Resource 

Project-Bonnie Ginter 
■*Liberia-Pat and Robert 

Bellinger 
■ *Friendship Interna­

tional-Lib and Benton Will­
iams 
■ *Hong Kong- Larry Har­

ris 
■ *Philippines-Betry and 

Wendell Smith 

• * Indicates steps required for ac-. 
cess to these conferences. 
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'Innovative' churches respond to boomer market I 
By Ken Walker 
Freelance Writer 

NASHVILLE (BP)-Contempo­
rary music; High-tech, multi-media 
presentations. Drama. Blue jeans. 
Sometimes no altar calls or "Baptist" 
in the name. Swimming pool bap­
tisms. More people at services than 
there are members. 

What in heaven's name is happen­
ing? 

The nontraditional-some prefer 
the tag "innovative"-chu_rch is 
changing the body of Christ. And the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The non-traditional church is dom­
inating all areas of church starting, 
said Jim White, pastor of Mecklen­
burg Community Church in Char­
lotte, N.C. "Everything from Nazare­
ne to Presbyterian. It's clearly domi­
nating the SBC. It's the most pro- -
found movement impacting evange- . 
listic strategies for the '90s." 

"It is appealing," agreed Ralph 
. Hodge, contemporary churches lead­
ership specialist for the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School Board. "It allows 
the individuality of people to be ex­
pressed. In an innovative service, 
there will be nine different ways a 
message is delivered and nine differ­
ent filters receiving it." 

However, Hodge said it is impos­
sible to gauge the growth in numbers 
of new, non-traditional churches. 

Whatever the figures, innovative 
churches appear to be doing some­
thing right. One of the field's pio­
neers, Saddleback Valley Communi­
ty Church in Mission Viejo, Calif., 
averages Sunday attendance of 8,000 
(with only 3,000 members). 

Thai: comes 14 years after its hum­
ble origins as a seven-member Bible 
study group led by Pastor Rick War­
ren. In addition, Saddleback has start­
ed appro·ximately two dozen mis­
sions. More than 13,000 pastors have 
studied the story of the church, which 
hosts a five-day church growth con-

Baby boomers 
seek spirituality 
Continued from page 1 

One aspect of the current change 
is that "denominations are becoming 

- irrelevant, except for entering and ex­
iting ministry," said Herb Miller; ex­
ecutive director of the National Evan­
gelistic Association and Net Results 
Resource Center. 

Part of the problem here is a de­
creased interest among boomers in 
the finer point of doctrine, speakers 
said. This is seen in West Coast 
groups such as Calvary Chapel and 
Vineyard Fellowship, said Donald 
Miller, professor of religion at the 
University of Southern California. In 
these fast-growing clusters of church­
es, "the pastor and people are uninter­
ested in doctrine, but not uninterested 
in studying the Bible," he explained. 

In addition to sociologists and re" 
searchers, the conference included 
panels of theologians and local 
church leaders. Funded by the Lilly 
Endowment, it drew a diverse crowd 
of Presbyterians, Baptists, Episc_o­
poalians, Methodists, Roman Catho­
lics, Jews and others. 

ference each summer. 
Warren's 1980 move to Mission 

Viejo, midway between Los Angeles 
• and San Diego, illustrates the innova­
tive church's belief in targeting a mar­
ket. Praying for God to show him a 
place where he could invest his whole 
life, WarreR arrived at one of the na­
tion's fastest-growing ar­
eas. 

Once there, he 
used an old-fash­
ioned Baptist tool, the 
door-to-door survey. 
But it contained a 
new-fashioned twist, 
trying to discover 
why the unchurched 
didn't attend services. 

Their four primary 
objections: 

I Sermons are boring. 
I Church members are unfriendly. 
I The church is more interested in 

money than people. 
I A lack.of quality child care. 
Warren set out to meet those ob­

jections, noting, "People didn't seem 
to have problems with Jesus, but they 
did have problems with the organized 
church." 

So did White, the North Carolina 
pastor. He served in two different pas­
torates _ before spending two years as 
a Sunday School Board consultant for 
preaching and worship. That work 
became the basis of his book, "Open­
ing The Front Door." It hit the market 
just after Mecklenburg's fustservice 
in a Hilton hotel. 

The underpinning for Mecklen­
burg' s growth is its focus on un­
churched, unsaved people. From a 
handful in October 1992, attendance 
is nearing the 500 mark. 

More than 50 percent are converts, 
White said; another 40 percent are 
prodigals or others who had stopping 
going to church for variou·s reasons. 

• This contrasts to most churches, • 
which White said grow through trans­
fers- newcomers to the community 

or those dissatisfied elsewhere. 
"Our fundamental mission state­

ment is reaching the non-churched, 
non-believer. We want to tum their­
religious- the people who don't give 
a rip about Jesus- into fully devqted 
followers of Christ." 

White designed a 10-step strategy 
for Mecklenburg. The 

frrst is to build relation­
ships with non-be­
lievers. Most Chris­
tians don't do that, he 
said, even treating the 
lost like the enemy. 

The second step is 
for believers to look 
for an opportunity in 
that relationship to 

share faith in Jesus 
Christ and what he 

means to their life. That 
leads to the third step, the church's 
"seeker" service on Sunday morn- _ 
ings. 

Among the remaining steps are 
baptism, "mentor" relationships be­
tween converts and mature Christians ' 
and small Bible study groups. 

White said the church also stresses 
getting people to discover their spiri­
tual gifts. Because of perceived abus­
es in charismatic circles, most South­
ern -Baptist churches ignore this area, 
he said, which he compares to 
"throwing out the baby with the bath 
water." 

The practice that would surprise 
most Baptists is a call for decisions 
that does not include walking forward 
at the end of the service. Yet this suc­
cessful church makes a stronger de­
mand of converts than most tradition­
al Baptist churches: To be baptized at 
Mecklenburg, a person must give a 
personal testimony of faith in Jesus, 
either verbally or in written form. 

"Public profession is not the same 
as an altar call," the pastor said. "Bib­
lically it was baptisrµ, an outward sign 
of an inward change. We think we're 
going back to tradition." 
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Henry to run for 
SBC president 

. ORLANDO, Fla. (ABP)­
Orlando pastor Jim 

Henry said March 27 he 
will be a candidate for 

president of the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention when the 
annual convention meets 

in his hometown this 
summer. 

Henry's likely opponent 
is Fred Wolfe, pastor of 

Cottage Hill Baptist 
Church in Mobile, Ala., 
who threw his hat into 

the ring Feb. 8. 
Both men are considered 

leaders in the 
conservative movement 

that since 1979 has 
captured the Southern 
• Baptist Convention by 

controlling the 
presidential election. 

But unlike most previous 
presidential elections, 

which have pitted SBC 
conservatives against 

moderates, the Henry­
Wolfe showdown reveals 

differences among 
conservatives over what 
type of leadership their 
movement needs in the 

future. 
Wolfe, a highly visible 

figure in the 15-year 
politicallray, carries the 
endorsement of at least 

two previous 
conservative presidents . 

and is endorsed by a 
group of state-level 

political strategists who 
want to extend 

. conservative control into 
state Baptist 
conventions. 

Henry, though he 
supports the SBC's 

conservative swing, has 
shied away from 

denominational politics. 
He told the Orlando 

Sentinel March 27 he 
wants to "build 
community' and 

fellowship and love'in 
this (denominational) 

body." 
"I will not have a 

structured campaign 
effort but trust the Holy 

Spirit to speak to the 
hearts and minds of my 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ as they cho_ose 

their leadership tor the 
near future," Henry told 
his congregation March 
27. "In that process and 

in the sovereignty of God 
I have complete trust." 

BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS 

■ WMU to take money. A $100,000 
gift from the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship will be accepted by 
Woman's Missionary Union, de­
spite criticism from the Southern · 
Baptist Convention's conservative 
leadership. . 

WMU's executive board voted 
unanimously to accept the unsolicit­
ed gift, reaffirming their January 
1993 decision to accept contribu­
tions from any outside source inter­
ested in promoting missions. The 
$100,000 will be channeled to 
WMU' s Vision Fund, used for 
projects not funded through other 
channels. 

Talcing money from the Fellow­
ship does not mean WMU is talcing 
~ides in the long-running conflict 
between moderates and conserva­
tives in the SBC, said WMU Execu­
tive Director Dellanna O'Brien. 

■ Award to Elliott. Ralph Elliott, the 
professor fired 32 years ago from 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary for writing a controversial 
book, will receive this year's "Cour­
age Award" from the Whitsitt Bap­
tist Historical Society. His 1958 
book, "The Message of Genesis," 

• used methods of biblical interpreta­
tion generally acknowledged as 
conservative and scholarly but of­
fensive to some Southern Baptists. 
The Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board halted publication of 
the book due to protests. Midwest-

em's trustees fired Elliott in 1962 
for insubordination after he found 
another publisher for the book. 

■ Piland to Dallas. Harry Piland 
will leave the S~mthem Baptist Sun­
day School Board April 30 to be­
come associate pastor/minister of 
education at First Baptist Church of 
Dallas. Piland, 65, is the second 
major program head to announce his 
departure from the board in recent 
weeks. Wes Forbis, head of the 
church music unit, also is retiring 
this spring. Piland has become well­
known as one of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's foremost authori­
ties on Sunday school. • 

■ Leavell affirmed. Trustees of 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary passed a resolution af­
firming President Landrum Leavell 
during their March 15-16 meeting in 
New Orleans. The resolution cited 
Leavell's "dynamic and creative 
leadership" and "faithfulness and 
integrity." 

■ Duke to North Carolina. Irma 
Duke, a 19-year employee of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, has been named executive 
director of North Carolina Woman's 
Missionary Union. Duke, who will 
assume her new duties May 1, has 
been associate vice president for 
communications at the FMB since 
1989. 

Evangelism Explosion Ill 
International Leadership Clinic 

May 20-25 
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church 

Lexington, Kentucky ·40502 

''Any church that has a heart for the lost and a 
desire for perennial long-lasting growth should 
use Evangelism Explosion. Ashland Avenue has 
grown 18 percent a year the last two years, 
and EE is the tool God used. It is biblical, practical 
and essential to train not only soul-winners, but 
trainers of soul-winners. '.' 

- Hershael W. York, Senior Pastor 

i~~-­
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Request for Registration Information 
YES, I am interested in what EE Ill can do for my church! 

Please send _me Clinic registration information. 

Fill out form and send . to: Ashland Avenue Baptist Church, 163 North 
Ashland Avenue, Lexington, Ky. 40502 (606) 266-4341. 

Name _________ • Title _______ _ 

Church _________________ __;,_ 

Pastor _________________ _ 

Church Address _______________ _ 

City, State ___________ ZIP ___ _ 

Denomination _______________ _ 

Church Membership ___ _ Phone ( 

■ laity luncheon. A luncheon for 
. laypeople is planned in conjunction 

with the annual gathering of the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship in 
Greensboro, N.C. For information 
on the May 6 event, contact Helen 
Moore Montgomery at ( 405) 946-
4689. -

■ Gambling consultant named. 
Frank Stark of Stafford, Mo., has 
been named gambling ministry con­
sultant with the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board. He has 
served through the Mission Service 
Corps program in a ministry to the 
stock car racing circuit. 

■ True Love spreads. The Baptist 
World Alliance has announced 
plans to spread the "True Love 
Waits" sexual abstinence campaign 
abroad through 165 Baptist groups 
representing 38 million Baptists in 
150 countries. English-language 
materials will be translated into 
three additional lang·uages: Spanish, 
German and French. 

■ Great "stake out." To support the 
"True Love Waits" sexual absti­
nence campaign, the Southern Bap­
tist Brotherhood Commission has 
agreed to sponsor the "Great Stake 
Out" display in Washington, D.C., 
July 29. On that day, youths from 
across the nation will display their 
signed "True Love Wait" pledge 

• cards on the Mall in front of the U.S. 

Capitol. About 500,000 signed 
cards are projected to be part of the 
display. 

■ Flanagan to Luther Rice. James 
Flanagan has been named fourth 
president of Luther Rice Bible Col­
lege and Seminary, based in subur­
ban Atlanta. Flanagan has been vice 
president for academic affairs at the 
conservative, independent school 
since 1982. 

■ School won't play on Sabbath. 
The Big South Conference has filed 
suit against Campbell University in 
Buies Creek, N.C., for $300,000 in 
damages because the Baptist e:ollege 
plans to leave th~ conference. 
Campbell officials said they are 
leaving the conference rather than 
be forced to play conference cham­
pionship games on Sundays. 

■ Europeans give to Lottie. 
Churches affiliated with the Europe­
an Baptist Convention gave more 
than $100,000 to the 1993 Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for for­
eign missions, surpassing their goal 
of $99,999. Churches affiliated with 
the convention have about 4,700 
members, which means each mem­
ber gave an average of about $21 to 
the offering. If the 15 million South­
ern Baptists in the United State 
would match this per capita giving, 
gifts to the Lottie Moon' offering 
would total $315 million. 

Helping others find new life 
Easter is one of the most special 

times for Christians as we celebrate 
our Lord's resurrection. We cele­
brate because Christ's death on the 
cross for our sins and his ensuing 
victory over death means that each 
one of us can have new life. 

I think it is significant that we 
celebrate Easter during the first part 
of spring. Even as we celebrate the 

might come with finding a place of 
hope and healing in a Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children facili-
ty. . 

Everything that we do to minis­
ter in situations like these and 
many, many others is designed to 
help children and adults know that 
there are people who care about 
them and want the best for them no 

new life we find in 
Christ, we see new life 
springing up all around 
us. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

matter what the hurts 
they have experienced 
in their lives have been. 

Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children's 
ministry is all about 
showing Christ's love 
and compassion in prac­
tical ways that let people 
see that Jesus loves 
them. , 

Helping children and 
families discover new 
life is what Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren is all about. 

For a couple experi­
encing tremendous con­
flict in their marriage, 
this ne~ life ca!l co~e Curtis c. Mooney 
to their relationship 

~ The essence of Eas­
ter and Christianity is 
new life. This year hun-

when they sit down with 
a Cornerstone Counselor and begin 
to share openly the feelings of hurt, 
pain, aJ)d love. 

For a young woman facing an 
unplanned pregnancy, the new life 
may not only confe from the child 
in her womb, but from the peace 
she finds when she, hei family, and 
possibly the father, sit down with a 
First Step counselor and face hon­
estly the situation before them. 

For a young person who has 
known the shame, the fear, and the 
tremendous pain of abuse, new life 

dreds of children and 
families will experience Easter and 
it will change their lives forever. 

Please pray for our children dur­
ing this Easter season. 

Pray that each one who has not 
done so already will discover new 
life in Christ. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. 
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PEOPLE 
Don't face breast cancer alone, survivor advises 
Continued from page 1 
felt like something wasn't right, she 
said. So she scheduled a third test in 
Lexington for March 5, 1993, to be 
certain of the results. 

She had gone by herself, so she 
alone had to face the news that she 
had breast cancer. 

"At first, I was very intellectual 
about it," she said. "I was almost in 
shock. I began to probe as if. it were 
someone else I was talking about." 

Herrin said she began to grieve for 
herself, but it was not until the after­
noon of the long day of procedures 
that she lost her composure. 

"Then it hit me," she said. '"I have 
a disease that kills people. I'm .in the 
best of my life right now, and this has 
struck me.' 

"Everyone else had someone with 
them," she remembered. "I felt so 
alone, I began to cry." • 

As soon as she. was able to get 
home, Herrin shared the news with 
family members. 

The next Sunday, her Sunday 
school lesson focused on when trage­
dy strikes good people. After the les­
son, she told her class about the can­
cer. 

Herrin also told her best friend, 
Marie Parsons, a colleague at the col-

lege. Eventually, she shared her con­
dition with her classes at the college. 

"Some people keep it a secret, and 
if I had done that, I would have 
missed a lot of blessings," she said. "I 
have been most 
blessed with family 
and friends caring." 

Herrin was a 
candidate for . a 
lumpectomy, a pro­
cedure she preferred 
because it doesn't 
cause disfigure­
ment. 

But the months 
of radiation treat­
ments that followed 
were extremely dif­
ficult, Herrin said. 

·From March 
through May of 
1993, she had to re- Gay Herrin 
locate to Lexington. 
Every morning for six weeks, she sur­
vived the treatment by silently quot­
ing Psalm 23, she said. 

She saw her family only on week­
ends. She tried to keep herself emo­
tionally arn;l mentally well, but she 
soon experienced depression despite 
her efforts, she admitted. 

The situation was further compli-

Are you bothered by giving your money to 
support actions such as the firing of 
Southwestern's RUSSELL DILDAY? 

Did you know that there are alternative 
ways of giving to Southern Baptist life? 

Want more information? 
Contact the 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST-FELLOWSHIP 
P. 0. Box 11160 

Lexington, KY 40574-1160 
502-863-2329 

Giving plans are available for churches and 
individuals. ~esouree people are available 

to meet with you and/o~ your church. 

The FELLOWSHIP has something positive to offer 
Baptist life. Plan to attend the Spring Gathering 

and Annual Meeting of the KY Fellowship. 
Saturday, April 16 

Erlanger Baptist Church 
Registration at 8:30 a.m. Childcare provided 
---=========--------------- --------

Registration and Lunch Reservation Form 

Name _______________ Church ___ ~--------

Address ________________ City _________ _ 

# . lunch rese"rvations at $6.00. Enclose check and names for all 
reservations .' Mail to KBF P.O. Box 11160 Lexington, KY 40574-1160. 
__ Please send current Kentucky Baptist Fellowship News with complete 
program details . QUESTIONS? Call 502-863-2329. 

cated by severe _stomach problems 
that didn't go away after she complet­
ed the radiation and returned home, 
she said. 

That conditioned worsened and 
eventually resulted 
in emergency sur- . 
gery to remove part 
of her intestine. 

After a week .in 
the intensive care 
unit at the hospital, 
Herrin began the 
longer recovery pro­
cess from both ma­
jor ordeals. 

In addi~ion to 
family support, Her­
rin said, prayers, 
cards and visits 
from friends and 
church members 

. • helped her recover. 
"One of the most 

helpful things was just knowing peo­
ple-were thinking about me," she said. 
"I kept all my cards in a big shopping 
bag, and on long afternoons I would 
. pull them out and re-read them._" 

• Parsons also spent many _hours 
with Herrin, she said, listening, tak­
ing her to lunch, feeding ducks at the 
lake- "helping me to do whatever I. 
could do." 

-During one visit from Mike Tay­
lor, who then was pastor of First Bap­
tist in Prestonsburg, Taylor led the 
deacons of the church in a service of 
healing for Herrin at her home. 

Herrin had asked Taylor to consid­
er leading a service of prayer and 
anointing based on James 5. 

"It was a very intense spiritual ex­
perience," she said. "It definitely 

made a difference in my recovery as a 
whole person." 

Herrin acknowledged that this par­
ticular type of cancer makes many 
people uncomfortable. She said she 
has seen some friends change aisles 
at the grocery store to avoid meeting 
up with her. • 

Herrin suggested that people who 
want to minister tb women with breast 
cancer first must overcome the temp­
tation to pull away from them. 

"Some people pulled back, when 
what I needed more than anything 
was their presence," she said. "Even 
if you have nothing to say,just a hug 
or a handshake really helps." 

Telling people they look good, 
even if they don't look.their best, also 
is comforting, she said: "It feels good 
to know you don't look like the walk­
ing dead." 

Today, Herrin said, she's "doing 
just fine. There's no evidence of any 
recurrence .... I lead a fairly normal 
life again:" 

Her .attitude toward life has 
changed because of the experience, 
though. 

"I try to live each day as though I 
have no regrets," she said. "If I want 
to tell someone I love them, I tell 
them." 

Herrin also has become an activ­
ist- speaking to groups, writing arti­
cles and helping organize Prestons­
burg Community College's cancer 
awareness week. 

"It really has opened up a lot of 
avenues for me to witness," she add­
ed. "People ask me 'How on earth did 
you handle that?' and I say, 'Just with 
God's help and with Christian 
friends."' 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR SALE: Portable sound sys­
tem, includes four SM-58 micro­
phones with cables; 12-channel EV 
board with travel case; two Bose 802 
speakers and speaker stands; QSC 
325-watt-per-channel power amp.; 
Alesis MEQ 230 graphic equalizer; 
travel_ case; speaker cables; and Pro­
Co 20-4 100-foot snake. Call Tony at 
(502) 636-5576. 

· NEEDED: Part-time minister of 
youth/children. Prefer someone in the 
Frankfort area to disciple youth and 
coordinate children's ministries. Send 
resume to Youth Committee, St. John 
Baptist Church, 720 Harvieland Rd., 
Frankfort, KY 40601, or call (502) 
875-7771 for iii.formation. 

WANTED: Youth. minister, 20 
hours/week average. Contact Mark 

. Johnson, pastor, Midway Baptist 
Church (606) 846-4514. 

SEEKING: David's Fork Baptist 
Church is seeking a-permanent part­
time minister of music. Primary job 

responsibilities are on Sunday. A pro­
fessional individual living in the local 
area with experience arid some music 
education is desirable. Send resume to 
3245 Cleveland Road North, Lexing­
ton, KY 40516. 

FOR SALE: Used, unpadded 
church pews, excellent condition, 
seating capacity approx. 300. Calva­
ry Christian Center, Mt. Washington, 
KY 40047. (502) 955-9886. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and education. Send resume to: 
Search Committee, Springfield Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 286, Spring­
field, KY 40069. (606) 336-3544. 

SBC TOUR: Orlando, Fla:, June 
12-16, 1994. Airfare, room and shut­
tle as low as $449/person. Extensions 
available. Ray Hayes (502) 477-2379. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, I-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim: 
ming and campground. · Year~round 
Christian fun. • 

Church· Buses 
New ·& Used 
Call Henry Headden 

at 
Metrotrans Corporation 

(800) 370-6180 
(615) 371 -6180 

"Even if you have 
nothing to say, just 
a hug or a 
handshake really 
helps." 

. Advice from breast 
cancer survivor Gay 
Herrin on how others 
can help 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 
Ninety-seven percent of 

Americans believe 
parents should have the 

greatest influence on 
their children, but only 
30 percent believe that 

actually is the case. 
Likewise, 21 percent of 
Americans believe the 
church should have a 

strong influence on 
children, but only 1 
percent believe that 
actually is the case. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum • 

■ BENTON- New Bethel Church 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary 
June 26. Former pastors and members 
are invited. 

Bethlehem Church will celebrate 
its 150th anniversary April 24. 
■ JELLICO, Tenn.-Kentucky Hill 
Church called Steve York as pastor. 
■ LILY-Lily Church called Jeff 
and Karen Jackson as minister of 
children and youth. 
■ LONDON- Arthur Benge re­
signed as pastor ofBaldRock Church 

to become pastor at Weaver Church. 
Calvary Church called Jamie 

Maxey as minister of children and 
youth. Also, Glen Toney was called 
as minister of music. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Gene and Anne 
Sutherland will resign their music 
ministry at Walnut Street Church, to 
take early retirement July 30. He has 
served as minister of music 27 years, 
and she as pianist 23 years. 
■ PARIS- Spears Mill Church or­
dained Bob Rainey as deacon. 

Friends of the child and 
the media are perceived 

to be among the 
strongest influences on 

children. 

Charlie Jones dead of heart failure 

Source: "The Future of 
the American Family," 

George Barna 

LOUISVILLE- Charlie Jones, 
the 30-year-old Kentucky music min­
ister who refused to be stopped by 
heart disease, died March 22 of cardi­
ac arrest. 

He also became a persuasive 
spokesman for Kentucky Organ Do­
nor Affiliates. 

"I've always felt that God has 
wanted me to be a witness with my 
special testimony," Jones said in the 
earlier Recorder interview. "God has 
used this to touch lives." 

Jones was featured in the Jan. 18 
issue of the Western Recorder. 

The Campbellsville College grad­
uate was diagnosed with a rare virus 
known as viralcardiomyopath:S, in 
1992. Doctors told Jones he had less 
than a year to live, but he determined 
to view the illness as God calling him 
back to ministry. 

Funeral services were held March 
25, officiated by Terry Candler, pas­
tor of Bethany Baptist Church, and 
Hugh Goldsby, a longtime friend 
from Lyndon Baptist Church in Lou­
isville. 

Jones had begun his career as a 
church music minister but left the 
church for a secular career. 

Jones is survived by his wife, 
Anne; his father and stepmother, 
Charles and Judy Jones of Anderson, 
Ind.; his mother and stepfather, Sheila 
and Steve Leathers, also of Anderson, 
Ind.; a sister, Carmen Brumback; and 
four step-daughters- Emily, Olivia, 
Sally and Agatha Simpson. 

Four months . after the diagnosis, 
Jones married his fiancee, Anne Sim­
pson, and soon afterward became 
music minister at Bethany Baptist 
Church in Mount Washington. 

Basketball at Oneida Baptist Institute 
Our boys' varsity Mountaineers finished third 

in the Three Rivers Conference tournament and 
second in conference regular season play, ending 
the season with a 9-19 record• Our boys were de­
feated in the district tournament 69-64 by Jack-
son County. • 

Two players were on the district all-tourna­
ment team; David Barkes and Marcellus Travers. 
David is a junior from Oneida; Marcellus is a 
sophomore from Detroit. David had a career high 
of 30 points against Jacksori County. 

The team had only one senior, 
Shane Franklin. With the rest of the 
team returning, we should have a good 
season next year. . 

The team. was coached by Oliver 
Hawkins, who also is our athletic di­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Clark. She was awarded All District Tournament 
and All Three Rivers Conference Tournament 
honors. Stephanie also had three season games in 
which she scored 30 or more points. 

Julie Wade was awarded All District Tourna­
ment honors, while Amanda Lowdenback was 
awarded All Three Rivers Conference Touma- • 
ment honors. 

From the top 14 players, eight were 9th-grad­
ers and two were 7th-graders. Many times our 
first varsity five were four freshmen and one se­

nior: 
Every basketball club needs good 

cheerleaders and our teams were sup­
ported this year by three squads in­
volving 28 girls. 

Jolena Sizemore, one of our mid­
rector and a high school teacher. 

·,',:'i~~ 
The boys' junior varsity team fin­

ished its season with a 17-4 record. It 
was.one of the best for the junior var­
sity in the history of the school. This 
team was co~ched by David Robinson, 
our assistant principal. 

·-

dle school teachers, was cheerleader 
sponsor; she held tryouts in the fall to 
determine which squad each of the 
girls would join. She explained, "The 
tryouts did not exclude anyone. Any 
girl who stayed with the program 
could participate." A.B. Colvin 

The 1993-94 Lady Mountaineers 
improved their varsity record fourfold, and the 
girls' junior varsity also had a winning record. 
• Over 20 young ladies and managers worked 

together with a team theme of Philippians 4: 13, 
"I can do everything through Christ who gives 
me strength." Our varsity girls were coached by 
Ed Lowdenback, our middle school principal. 
The junior varsity team was coached by Ann Bot­
toms, a middle school teacher. We encouraged the 
girls to set the following priorities for their lives: 
God first; building positive family and friend re­
lationships second; school third; basketball 
fourth. 

Many of our OBI ladies had a rewarding sea­
son. One outstanding achiever was Stephanie 

The captain of the squad for the 
boys' varsity team was Jennifer Beller, 

with Tiffany Farley co-captain. Arlene Johnson 
led the squad for the girls' varsity. The squad for 
the junior varsity was captained by Kamrnie Far­
ley, assisted by Carla Dillard, co-captain. 

Our cheerleaders won a special honor in No­
vember when they were chosen to make a TV 
commercial for WKYT in Lexington. They made 
up a cheer to advertise meteorologist Brian Col­
lins' "Snow Go Report." 

We thank God for a safe, happy season. 
Written by Oliver Hawkins and Ed Lowdenback 

with Denise Spencer 
A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In­

stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Is chastity making comeback? · 
Continued from page 1 
chastity with a new attitude." 

A Dec. 30, 1993, Associated Press 
• artkle carried in newspapers across · 
the country reported "the great Amer­
ican teen-age sex-out is gathering 
steam." 

A Page One headline in the Jan. 16 
edition of The New York Times her­
alded "New Virtue in Chastity." The 
article reported young people "in 
classrooms, community centers and 
church basements ... are being en­
couraged to resist the messages of rap 
lyrics and the bullying of their peers 
and to prepare for success rather than 
settle for pregnancy and pov~rty." 

Chastity, the article concluded, 
"appears to be making a comeback." 

Richard Ross, a spokesman for the 
"True Love Waits" campaign, said he 
believes media coverage is playing a 
key role in the turnaround. 

"There's no way the campaign 
could have reached the national and 
international audience it has without 
the media's help," he said. Reports 
about "True Love Waits" had been 
carried in more than 400 media out­
lets with a potential audience of 200 
million people. 

The campaign has been featured in 
small-town newspapers and· national 
outlets like NBC's "Today" show, the 
New York Times, Washington Post, 
CNN Radio Network and the Associ­
ated Press news service. Among for­
eign media covering the emphasis are 
the British Broadcasting Corp., Ger­
man Public Radio, the French Press 

News Agency and The Daily Tele.­
graph in London. 

Baptist and other Christian media 
also have provided heavy coverage of 
the campaign, with reports appearing 
in almost all of the 39 Baptist state 
newspapers as well as on national 
programs such as James Dobson's 
"Focus on the Family" radio show. 

Some newspapers, both Christian 
and secular, are going beyond merely 
reporting on the -campaign. 

A July editorial in the Miarrii Her­
ald carried the headline "Baptists' sex 
ed: Bravo!" 

A July editorial in the Washington 
Times said programs like "True Love 
Waits" may accomplish what years of 
sex education and condom distribu­
tion in schools could not. • 

An October editorial in The Palrri 
Beach Post in West Palm Beach, Fla., 
said one of the greatest values of 
"True Love Waits" is that it offers 
teens "relief from pressures that insist 
everybody does it, and support from 
those who declare that everybody 
doesn't. 

"The pledge may be only a prom­
ise, but we need such promises these 
days," the editorial stated. • 

"The overwhelmingly positive 
news coverage of the campaign has 
been an enormous help in encourag­
ing other denominations and religious 
organizations to participate," Ross 
added. "I think it also is beginning to 
prompt many Americans to re-exam­
ine their thoughts on abstinence and 
sex education." 

Bennett calls for moral education 
William J. Bennett, in a new 

book called "The Book of Virtues" 
(1993, New York: Simon & 
Schuster), calls for the training of 
heart and mind toward good. Ben­
nett presently serves as co-director 
of Empower America and is a dis­
tinguished fellow in cultural policy 
studies at the Heritage Foundation. 

Bennett previously served as di­
rector of the Office of National 

and fables, providing a reliable 
moral reference point that will help 
anchor everyone in our culture, our 
history and our traditions. 

Bennett emphasizes that moral 
education must affirm the central 
importance of · moral example. 
Nothing, he says, is more influen­
tial, more determinant, in a child's 
life than the moral power of quiet 
example. For children to take mo­

Drug Control Policy and 
as Secretary of Educa­
tion and chairman of the 
National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

rality seriously they 
must be in the presence 
of adults who take mo~ 
rality seriously. 

According to Ben­
nett, the traits of respon­
sibility, courage, com­
passion, loyalty, hones-

• ty, friendship, persis­
tence, hard work, self­
discipline and faith are 

Along with precept, 
habit and example, the 
need exists for moral lit­
eracy. 

essentials of good char- K. Maynard Head 
acter. In order for chil-

Bennett states that 
the purpose of the book 
is to show parents, 
teachers, students and 
children what virtues 
look like, what they are 

dren to develop such traits, he says, 
we must offer them examples of 
good and bad, right and wrong. 
These traits also work well for stu­
dents at Clear Creek and are em­
phasized by their professors in pre­
cept, habit and example. 

In "The Book of Virtues," Ben­
nett has collected hundreds of sto­
ries in an instructive anthology that 
will help children understand and 
develop character- and help adults . 
teach them. He includes storie.s 
from the Bible, American history, 
biographies, philosophy, fiction 

in practice, how to rec­
ognize them and how they work. 

The greatest book of all, of 
course, is the Bible, from which 
Bennett has drawn extensively for 
moral stories contained in his book. 
The Bible is the textbook for all stu- • 
dents at Clear Creek, and they soon 
learn it is the greatest book of vir­
tues ever published. 

Written by K. Maynard Head, as­
sistant to thepresident 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 



CHURCHES 
Churches called to help people deal with change_ 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

BAYTOWN, Mo. (BP)-What 
can the church do to help families 
dealing witb change? Quite a bit, ac­
cording to psychologist Daniel Key­
ser. 

'There are so many problems out 
there-psychological, financial, 
physical. And in almost every church, 
you have a number of experts in these 
areas and they can provide help," said 
Keyser, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Raytown, Mo. 

For example, accountants could 
conduct financial planning seminars, 
psychologists and counselors could 
lead support groups, and attorneys 
could volunteer their time to help 
families facing complex legal prob­
lems, Keyser said. 

He practices what he preaches by 
leading a weekly support group at his 
church for people suffering from 
emotional distress. 

"It started as a grief recovery 
group because we had a number of 
deaths in our church," he explained. 
"But after (participants) got through 
dealing with their grief, they found 
they had other things they wanted to 
talk about." 

To date, a number of problems 

have been addressed, including mari­
tal conflict, sexual abuse, depression, 
fear and anxiety. 

Jim Stuck, minister of weekday 
activities at Wyatt Park Baptist 
Church in St. Joseph, Mo., also has 
le~ a grief support group at his 
church . 

"We try to help people go through 
the stages of grief-denial, bitterness, 
anger at God, depression and accep­
tance," he said. "Group members 
form really strong bonds and offer 
encouragement to each other." 
, In his Bible studies with senior 
adults, Stuck helps participants focus 
on a biblical perspective on aging. 

"Many senior adults look at aging 
and retirement as being put out to pas­
ture, and they feel rejected by society. 
Others use it as a 'cop out' to sit back 
and 'let the young people do it for 
awhile,"' he said. 

Stuck encourages seniors to enjoy 
hobbies or learn new ones, but also to­
find new opportunities for ministry. 

"Some of our seniors visit others 
who can't get out. One lady reads to a 
blind woman," he said, adding others 
have been involved in "Connections," 
a tutoring program that links church 
volunteers with local school children. 
He's also looking into the possibility 
of involving senior adults in a reading 

and storytelling program at a' local 
school. • 

Stuck, Keyser and Gerry Peak, 
minister to single adults and new 
members at First Baptist Church of 
Norfolk, Va., also offered other sug­
gestions for churches interested in 
helping families deal with change: 

I Offer special classes, seminars, 
conferences or retreats on improving/ 
strengthening marriages, parenting, 
the unique problems faced by blend­
ed families, dealing with divorce, 
mid-life crisis or the loss of a loved 
one. 

I Encourage the pastor to address 
transitional issues from the pulpit, 
sharing principles for dealing with 
change drawn from Scripture. 

"Some think that because you're a 
Christian you shouldn't have any 
problems," said Peak, who also is au­
thor of the 1994 Christian Home Em­
phasis textbook, "When a New Day 
Dawns: Families Dealing with 
Change." "That's ridiculous. Every­
body has problems." 

'The church needs to realize that 
families are tested during times of 
transition. They will either be weak­
ened by the Change or use it as an op­
portunity for growth. The church has 
a responsibility to help provide some 
direction, leadership and support." 

. Birmingham f_irm specializes in 'marketing' the church 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)­

Jesse Palmer regrets the term "imag­
ing the church" when it comes to his 
job description. 

"Some churches want to do cos­
metic surgery, but we're not into 
that," said Palmer, president of De­
tails, a Birmingham, Ala., firm that 
specializes in marketing and design 
for churches. "You can create an im­
age, but unless the person has the 
same· experience within the church, 
you're worse off than before you paid 
all that money." 

Palmer said he believes marketing 
the church is more than just advertis­
ing; it is a comprehensive, intentional 
strategy for reaching people--,--the 
preaching, the friendliness of the peo­
ple, the programming, as well as its 
public relations in the media. 

"I see it as a parable of communi­
cation," he said. "This is the cultivat­
ing of the soil to receive the seed, to 

use the parable of the seed and the 
sower. I have a deep belief there is no 
substitute for personal evangelism or 
for sharing the gospel one-on-one. 
But you can prepare the soil so that 
when you sow the seed, there is a bet­
ter chance it will fall on fertile soil." 

In 1991, Palmer teamed with Brian 
Jones, the firm's vice president and 
creative director, to create Details, 
whose clients include several Baptist 
churches in Alabama as well as both 
Baptist and non-Baptist churches in 
other parts of the country. 

Palmer and Jones know the terri­
tory of church life well. In fact, Palm­
er, with a degree in religion from 
Samford University in Birmingham 
and a master's degree in religious ed­
ucation from Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville, was 
the first staff member at The Church 
of Brook Hills in Birmingham, serv­
ing as minister of church growth dur -

ing the church's first two years. 
Details' brochures promote "be­

coming a market-driven church," but 
Palmer said that doesn't mean the 
firm is "selling the holiness of God" 
or cheapening the gospel. 

"I am committed to being true to 
Scripture," he said. "The biblical 
background for us is that the church 
is the body of Christ in the world. I 
see the life of Christ and see him re­
sponding with compassion to those 
who have needs. Our goal is to help 
churches impact the lives of people • 
today." 

Palmer calls this "interpreting" the 
church to its unchurched audience. 
"Sorr~times what we do is not so 
much using the medium, but in help­
ing a church communicate its minis­
try and message. We ask what the 
church has to offer people for their 
lives." 

With Jones' graphic design talents, 

Details produces carefully crafted 
work, professional brochures, ads and 
mailouts with quality pictures and a 
conversational, engaging prose style. 

'There has to be a certain vitality 
to the look," said Palmer, who avoids 
"churchy, preachy language" or 
promises that can't be delivered. 

"You can't compete with all the 
other messages in the mailbox if you 
have a mimeographed or xeroxed 
piece of paper from the local church. 
You have to arrest a person's atten­
tion first. Visually, we focus on peo­
ple by using photography with drama 
and action. Color-wise and layout­
wise, we create action so that the 
piece has a video feel. 

"We work aboveboard," he said. 
'That's the only way to go. We never 
think about Jesus being a product. We 
think about the kind of life that comes 
from accepting Jesus. But our faith is 
one of the marketplace." 

New dean speaks on growth for traditional _churches 
LOUISVILLE (BP)-Traditional 

Baptist churches must begin to see 
ministry as people-bas~d rather than 
program-based, according to the dean 
of a new church . growth school at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. 
- "We need to have an outward fo­

cus, looking beyond structure, un­
leashing the church to discover spiri­
tual gifts. The vision then must be 
defined, and ministry growth be­
comes a natural.process that will de­
fine the organizational structure," said 
Thom Rainer, new dean of the Billy 
Graham School of Missions, Evange­
lism and Church Growth at Southern 
Seminary. 

While most of the church growth 
movement to date has focused on 

starting "innovative" or "contempo­
rary" churches, something must be 
done to help the vast number of tradi­
tional Southern Baptist churches 
grow, Rainer declared. 

'The aching question out there is, 
what is going to happen to these 90 
percent to 96 percent of churches?" 
Rainer asked. "How will they be re­
newed? I think the church growth 
movement will have a role in that." 

Rainer, Southern Seminary Presi­
dent Al Mohler and two other profes­
sors recently taught a doctor of minis­
try seminar on church growth at the 
seminary. 

Lengthy pastorates, a definitive 
·long-term strategy and a willingness 
to move incrementally are essential 
elements in growing a traditional 

church, Rainer told students. 
Pastors and other church leaders 

should nurture a climate of openness 
while discussing church growth 
plans, he said. "You must allow for 
lengthy discussion, both fof!]1al and 
informal. Sometimes what is said at 
the coffee shop on Thursday morning 
is as important as what's said at the 
business meeting Wednesday night." 

Dependence on God and patience 
also are important, Rainer noted. "In 
the 21st century, tenacity may be the 
key to whether or not churches turn 
around." 

While marketing methods can be 
useful tools to help grow churches, 
such strategies must not compromise 
the central message of the gospel, 
Mohler told the seminar. 

Mohler cited the "danger of mar­
keting the gospel to remove its offen­
siveness to modem society and there-

• by committing the heresy of reducing 
the gospel." . 

Many of the marketing methodol­
ogies of the church growth movement 

• can foster genuine growth in church­
es, when those churches are well­
grounded theologically, motivated 
biblically and concerned to see the 
church grow I10t just as an organiza­
tion but as the body of Christ, Mohler 
added. 

"What marketing cannot do for the 
authentic church is to establish the 
content of the message," he said. 
"Programs can be marketed. Products 
can be marketed. Jesus can' t be mar-
keted." • 

CHANGE AGENT Jim Stuck, 
minister of weekday activi­
ties at Wyatt Park Baptist 
Church in St. Joseph, Mo., 
believes churches ought to 
help people deal with 
change by offering life-rele­
vant ministries. (BP photo 
by Jim Veneman) 
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YOUJH \·.ESSAY/CONTEST 

...... 

TOPIC~ "Wh~I Believe lrue Love Waits'' 
_/ 

GRAND~PRIZE~ f1oo·and publication al 
--l,r;nnin(Ji 1ssay1 !!!. m,,w.stsrn Rscardsr 

CATEGORIES: A-9th-12th graders . 
. . _:-College students and other 

. . singles above 1 B 
DEADLINE: All entries must be postmarked 
no later than May 1, 1994 

. THE FINE PRINT: Thjs_ contest is sponsored by the West­
ern Recorder. Entrants must be members of Kentucky 
Baptist Convention churches who have signed "True 
Love Waits" commitment cards to abstain f ram sex u nti I 

• marriage. Entries will not be returned. Winners will -be 
selected by a pane·1 of judges named by the We_stern Re­
corder staff. Essays must be 500 words or less in length. 
Mail entries to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, 
Ky. 40253. Please include church name. 
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