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Leavell to retire 
Landrum Leavell, 

president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary, has reached 
an agreement with 

trustees whereby he will 
step down as president 

sometime before 
December 1996. 

See page 2. 

More on firing 
Trustees of 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary are 

mailing a letter to every 
Southern Baptist 

Convention church in an 
attempt to explain why 

they fired President 
Russell Dilday. 

See page 2. 

Small churches 
Small churches can 
grow if they will set 

realistic goals and 
• involve as many people 
as possible, a consultant 
told 7 44 Kentuckians on 

a recent tour of the state. 
See page 3. 

Editorial 
If conservative Southern 

Baptists and 
conservative Catholics 

can get along, why can't 
all Southern Baptists 

work together despite 
their differences? 

See page 5. 

Court hearings 
The U.S. Supreme Court 

heard arguments last 
week in a much­

publicized case of 
church-state separation. 

See page 9. 

Notice: The Western 
Recorder's fax and 

modem phone numbers 
have changed. The new 

fax number is (502) 
244-6474. The new 

modem number is (502) 
244-6475. 
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Evangelicals 
& Catholics 
outline new 
cooperation 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

In a move described by some as 
symbolic of America's changing reli­
gious alignments, two Southern Bap­
tist leaders joined 38 representatives 
of Catholic and evangelical Protestant 
groups in sign­
ing an unprece­
dented pledge 
of cooperation 
March 29. 

"I feel like 
evangelicals 
have a lot more 
in common to­
day with con­
servative Cath­
olics than we 
do with liberal 
Protestants who deny the cardinal 
doctrines of our faith," explained Lar­
ry Lewis, president of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board. 

"Some of us feel like we're fight­
ing for our life to keep Judea-Chris­
tian values intact in America today. 
It's going to take all the strength we 
can muster to fight against this on­
slaught of secular humanism," Lewis 
added. 

Lewis and Richard Land, execu­
tive director of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Christian Life Commis­
sion, were among initial signers of the 
25-page document titled "Evangeli­
cals and Catholics Together." 

The four key instigators of the 
statement were Charles Colson of 
Prison Fellowship, A very Dulles of 
Fordham University, Kent Hill of 
Eastern Nazarene College and Rich~ 
ard John Neuhaus of the Institute on 
Religion and Public Life. 

"As evangelicals and Catholics, 
we pray that our unity in the love of 
Christ will become ever more evident 
as a sign to the world of God's recon­
ciling power," the statement declares. 
"Our communal and ecclesial separa­
tions are deep and long-standing. 

"We do not deny, but clearly as-
□ See Document signals ... , page 7 
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REFUGEES Holocaust-like atrocities are not relegated to the history of World War II. Wholesale murder of tribal, ethnic and religious 
groups still occurs from Africa to Bosnia to Asia. Many refugees from war and persecution in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos-like these 
Vietnamese in a camp in the Philippines-never have found a new home. After an initial burst of compassion and aid for the "boat 
people" and other fleeing Indochina, much of the world lost (nterest in their plight. Many of the remaining refugees still languish in 
camps or have. been forcibly returned to their homelands. They include survivors of the Khmer Rouge communists' reign of terror in 
Cambodia. Southern Baptists assist refugees through ministries of their Foreign Mission Board. Through the denomination's Home 
Mission Board, local congregations may get personally involved through refugee resettlement. For information on refugee resettlement 
opportunities, contact Tony Hough at the Kentucky Baptist Convention, (502) 245-4101. (BP photo by Joanna Pinneo) 
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The cost of churchgoing has gone up, Schaller reports 
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (BP)­

While the price of some things- like 
radios, auto tires and ballpoint pens­
has gone down over the years, the 
price of churchgoing has gone up, ac­
cording to analyst Lyle Schaller. 

The cost of maintaining church­
es- along with schools, hospitals and 
other helping institutions- is increas­
ing faster than per capita income, said 
Schaller, a consultant with Yokefel­
low Institute and a Methodist minis­
ter. 

At a recent Baptist conference in 
Missouri, he said people expect more 
from churches today than they used 
to. So churches are spending more to 
provide staff for specialized minis-

tries, off-street parking, air condition­
ing and other modem necessities. 

The typical church today needs to 
talce in about $15 per worshiper each 
Sunday to maintain its ministries, 
Schaller said. For some churches, the 
cost is as high as $30-$40. 

But many worshipers still think 
dropping $1 or $5 in the offering plate 
is enough, he said. 

"We haven't done a good job of 
communicating what the cost of 
church is," Schaller said. "One of the 
reasons ... is we're reluctant to talk 
about it." 

Schaller said if churches try to 
cope with the issue just by educating 
people about the cost, however, the 

probable result will be a focus on re­
ducing costs. 

Television evangelists and charita­
ble organizations, meanwhile, will 
continue competing for their church 
members' money, he warned. "If you 
don't ask people for occasional extra 
money, somebody else will." 

Among other questions Schaller 
addressed: 

I What do people want in pastors 
today? In smaller churches, the main 
thing they want is a pastor who cares 
for them, Schaller said. But as church­
es become larger, the emphasis shifts 
to functions such as preaching or ad­
ministration, he said. 

I What has been the impact of au-

tomobiles on churches? "Probably the 
most common characteristic of 
churches represented in this room is, 
your parking lot's too small," Schaller 
said. And because people can drive a 
distance more easily, many churches 
are becoming regional rather than 
neighborhood churches, he added. 

I Why can't my church develop a 
better youth group? What people re­
ally want to know is, "How can we 
build a youth program that is the same 
as it was when I was a teen-ager?" 
Schaller said. The answer, he 
quipped, is to recruit teens who were 
born in the 1920s. "What I hear is, 
'How do we tum back the clock?' 
And the answer is, 'Beats me,"' 
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BAPTISTS 
Leavell negotiates retirement plan with trustees 

NEW ORLEANS (ABP)-Lan­
drum Leavell, president of New Or- . 

. leans Baptist Theological Seminary, • 
will retire by the end of 1996 but 
leave the presidency to become chan­
cellor at some point before then. 

Leavell, 67, reached an agreement 
with the school's trustees to retire 
when he turns 70 in December 1996. 
The trus_tees unanimously approved 
the agreement during their March 
meeting, according to the board chair­
man, but no announcement was 
made. 

Instead, a news release from the 
seminary reported that trustees passed 
a resolution praising Leavell "for his 
dynamic and creative leadership" dur­
ing his 20-year tenure as president. 

Chairman Ed Johnson, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Ocala, Fla., 

said Leavell will move to the chancel­
lor's post to assist tke school in fund­
raising. Leavell will choose when to 
make the move, Johnson said, adding, 
"He did not give us a time when he 
expected that to happen." 

When the move is announced, a 
search committee can begin looking 
for Leavell's successor, Johnson said. 

Leavell "did not feel any pressure 
from our board" to schedule his retire­
ment, Johnson said. 

Leavell agreed. "In fact, they had 
a committee talk with me (several 
years ago) and told me to think in 
terms of 70, then to go year by year," 
he said. "It's been real loose." 

While other Baptist seminary pres­
idents have had contentious relation­
ships with their trustees, Leavell and 
New Orleans' board have been spared 

any major flare-ups over the years. 
''There has been no pressure on me 

to compromise any conviction I've 
got," the president said. 

The Southern Baptist Convene 
tion's six seminaries have been at the 
heart of the 15-year struggle for con­
trol of the denomination. Since con­
servatives gained the upper hand in 
the battle in 1979, they have been able 
to remove or replace presidents at 
four of the SBC's six seminaries. 

The recent firing of President Rus­
sell Dilday at Southwestern Seminary 
has raised questions about the securi­
ty of the remaining two presidents­
at New Orleans and Midwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Kansas 
City, Mo. 

The Midwestern campus has been 
rife with rumors that trustees would 

try to fire or force the retirement of 
President Milton Ferguson, who has 
been at odds with his more conserva­
tive board members for several years. 
Both Ferguson, 651 ~nd trustee chair­
man James Jones ·. of Waterford, 
Mich., said they are unaware of any 
organized move against the president, 
however. 

The Dilday firing may deter Fer­
guson's critics, seminary sources said. 
The SBC's conservatives, stung by 
charges of heavy-handedness in the 
Southwestern situation, will be reluc­
tant to add fuel to the fire, according 
to this line of reasoning. 

However, some trustees expect 
Ferguson to take the initiative and of­
fer his own plans for retirement to 
trustees when they meet April 18-19. 

Tolar named acting· president at Southwestern Seminary 
FORT WORTH, Texas-Bill To­

lar was named acting president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary last week, as trustees pre­
pared to mail about 40,000 letters na­
tionwide to explain the March 9 fir­
ing of President Russell Dilday. 

Tolar, 65, is the seminary's vice 
president for academic affairs. He has 
taught biblical backgrounds at the 
seminary since 1965 and previously 
was dean of the theology school. 

Tolar said his acceptance of the 
interim position should not be con­
strued as support for Dilday's firing. 

Meanwhile, in an effort to get ''the 
whole story" about Dilday' s firing to 
Southern Baptists, trustee officers 
prepared a four-page letter, which 
they planned to mail to pastors and 
directors of missions nationwide at a 
cost of about $11,000. 

The letter reiterates some argu­
ments in previous statements and 
adds "some other observations," said 

"Now, turn your focus on Jesus ... " 
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Ralph Pulley, trustee chairman. It af­
firms that trustees "had no choice" but 
to require a change in leadership. 

For the first time, the trustee lead­
ers cite Dilday's 1982 book, "The 
Doctrine of Biblical Authority," pub­
lished by the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

"Dr. Dilday demonstrates a com­
mitment to the principles of higher 
criticism, which spawned theological 
liberalism (modernism), neo-ortho­
doxy, the death of God, situational 
ethics, etc. From a decidedly biased 
position, Dr. Dilday is dedicated to 
berate, misrepresent and assail those 
who hold the Bible to be God's iher­
rant, infallible and authoritative 
Word," the letter says. 

But Dilday said the criticism is "an 
absolute misreading of my book." 

"I don't see how anyone reading 
the book could draw these conclu­
sions," he said. "My total commit- . 
ment has been, is and will be that the 

Bible is the inerrant, infallible and 
authoritative word of God." 

Dilday disputed the other points of 
the officers' letter as well. "I am ap­
palled and stunned by the inaccuracy 
and misrepresentations and untruths 
in this letter from some of the leaders 
of the board of trustees," he said. 

In other matters related to Dilday' s 
firing, moderate Texas Baptists out­
raged by the .trustee action met with 
leaders of the state Baptist convention 
March 26 to discuss ways to voice 
their displeasure. 

Some Texas Baptists have talked 
about starting another seminary, with­
holding contributions from the Fort 
Worth school or even leading the state 
convention to secede from the nation­
al Southern Baptist Convention. 

But the estimated 50 moderate 
leaders who attended the March 26 
meeting in Dallas eschewed those op­
tions for a more traditional approach, 
said Daniel Vestal, pastor of Tal-

BAPTIST BITS 

lowood Baptist Church in Houston. 
"The overall consensus was to 

make our influence felt through offi­
cial channels," said Vestal. • 

That could include a call for the 
state convention to reduce the portion 
of church contributions passed on to 
the national Cooperative Program in 
protest of the conservative domina­
tion of SBC agencies. That portion­
now 35 percent-likely will drop, 
said Phil Lineberger, a former state 
convention president and pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Tyler. 

The largest state convention affili­
ated with the SBC, with an annual 
budget of $63 million, the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas holds 
significant sway in the national body. 
Despite the gains made by conserva­
tives nationally, moderates in Texas 
remain in firm control of their state 
convention. 

Compiled from Associated Baptist 
Press and Baptist Press reports 
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KENTUCKY 
Small churches can grow, Jackson tells Kentuckians 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Smaller churches can grow if they 
. will set realistic goals and involve as • 
many members as possible in at­
tempting to reach them, according to 
Neil Jackson. 

Jackson, a Sunday school and 
church growth consultant from Nash­
ville, delivered this challenge to 744 
Kentuckians at nine stops on the 
Small-Church Growth Tour last 
month. The annual tour is sponsored 
by the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion's Sunday school department. 

Jackson spoke in Leitchfield, 
Henderson, Princeton, Covington, 
Crittenden, Corbin, Berea and twice 
in Lexington. 

At every stop, he asked pastors and 
Sunday school leaders to consider 
how many people their church realis­
tically could baptize each month for • 
the remai,nder of the church year. To 
any who replied that they couldn't set 
a specific goal because the whole 
town is ripe unto harvest, Jackson re­
plied, "I know, but you're not going 
to harvest it." 

Churches only accomplish what 

they plan to accomplish, he said . 
. More realistic goals are set when 

calculated on a monthly basis than on 
an annual basis, Jackson advised. Af­
ter the monthly goals are established, 
they can be added to arrive at an an-
nual goal. . 

In every case examined during the 
Kentucky conferences, the total of 
class or department baptism goals set 
by teachers from a church exceeded 
the overall goal suggested, by the pas­
tor, Jackson noted. 

This, he said, is evidence that lay- · 
people can catch a vision for outreach 
if given encouragement. 

Once a baptism goal is set, Jack­
son said, some simple math can give 
direction on how to meet the goal. 
"We know this statistically: If we en­
roll three people, one will come to 
know Christ within 12 months." 

So, to baptize 10 people, Sunday 
school 'workers should strive to enroll 
40 new members, 

And the key to enrolling new Sun­
day school members is a good pros­
pect file, Jackson continued. "The 
church should have a prospect file 
that equals the total Sunday school 
enrollment. For example, if you have 

100 people enrolled in Sunday 
school, you should have a file of 100 
current prospects." 

Prospect information may be gath­
ered in a variety of ways, he said, in• 
eluding something as simple as ask­
ing every member to list the names of 
neighbors, relatives, friends and co­
workers who are unchurched. 

A key to working the prospect file 
is to involve as many people as possi­
ble, Jackson said. "The more people 
you have involved, the more success­
ful your program is going to be." 

Outreach also must be seen as a 
broad-based effort, he added. "The 
broad base is telephone calls, post­
cards, lifestyle evangelism.Jt doesn't 
have to be with a pulpit Bible under 
my arm knocking on your door on 
Monday night." 

The pastor must continue to gen­
erate enthusiasm about outreach 
among members, Jackson declared. 
"People only do what you expect and 
inspect." 

Jackson recommended making 
simple signs to place throughout the 
church building to remind members 
of the baptism goal. 

"You have to visualize, visualize, 

Book highlights obscure biblical women 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-Remember the 
biblical stories of Huldah, Hagar, 
Shiphrah and Puah? 

Although not "regulars" in Sunday 
school curriculum or weekly ser­
mons, they still have important les­
sons for today's Christians, a Ken­
tucky Baptist author believes. 

Huldah, Shiphrah and 21 other 
biblical women are featured in a new 
book by Mary Zimmer called "Sister 
Images." 

In this collection of guided medi­
tations and commentaries, Zimmer 
uncovers the stories of obscure, even 
nameless, women of the Bible, while 
also offering new perspectives on tra­
ditionally recognized heroines such as 
Deborah, Ruth and Mary. 

Zimmer is assis.tant to the dean at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's Christian education school in 
Louisville, where she also is a mem­
ber of Crescent Hill Baptist Church. 

"It was the case of writing my first 
book because I couldn't find it," Zim­
mer said. She had searched· unsuc­
cessfully for careful scholarship of 
biblical women's stories, with practi­
cal, contemporary relevance. 

She said she tried to bridge the gap 
between academic theology and bib­
lical interpretation and "the women in • 
the pew." 

"It's a miracle we even have these 
stories of biblical women," she said, 
given the low status of women in the 
culture during biblical times. 

But Zimmer discovered that the 
stories of biblical women got told be­
cause of what they did ancl what they 
said. 

And today's Christian women. 
have much to learn from their biblical 
counterparts, she added. The medita­
tions "are intended to be empowering 
to women." 

SISTER IMAGES Kentucky author Mary Zimmer prepares for a book signing. Her new 
book, "Sister Images," features biblical stories df often-overlooked women. 

In "Sister Images," published by 
Abingdon Press in 1993, the wom­
en's stories are organized into groups 
representing sisters of wisdom, strife, 
faith, woe and courage. 

Each chapter includes the reprint­
ed Scripture passage; a brief ~om­
mentary providing connections be­
tween-biblical women apd today's 
Christian women; a guided imagery 
meditation; and a closing prayer. 

"It's designed so that people could 
pick up one story (as a devotional) or 
use a set for a theme interpretation," 
Zimmer explained. 

Several factors contributed to Zim­
mer' s six-year endeavor to write her 
first book. 

With a master's degree in social 
work, a master of divinity degree in 
Christian education and leadership 
roles in the Southern Baptist Women 
in Ministry organization, Zimmer has 
been a close observer of mattersfo the 

. Southern Baptist.Convention. Living 
through this era caused her to ques­
tion her role as a woman in the SBC, 
she said. 

Meanwhile, personal retreats and 
careful readings of women theolo­
gians offered new insights into Scrip­
ture, she explained. "I started seeing 

things I'd never heard in Sunday 
school or worship before." 

Then in 1985, when she was asked 
to prepare theme interpretations for a 
women's retreat through her church, 
Zimmer said, she chose to focus on 
three biblical women. That laid the 
groundwork for "Sister Images." 

By the time she submitted her 
work to Abingdon Press in 1991, 
most of the meditations had been 
honed and edited from multiple uses 
in retreat.s and homilies. 

Zimmer said her personal favorites 
include the Canaanite woman of Mat­
thew 15, because "she was the first 
assertive woman," and Deborah, the 
Old Testament prophetess and judge, 
for her strength and ability to bring 
"peace for decades." 

This book isn't just for women, the 
author said. She hopes men who 
preach about women in the Bible will 
use "Sister Images" te take a second 
look at the stories and "not just say 
what's always been said." 

Zimmer plans for her next book, 
also geared toward women, to focus 
on prayer: It will be oriented toward 
the Christian year and will include 
quotes from various women writers, 
she said. 

visualize what you plan to accom­
plish," he said. "On every swinging 
door, you ought to have a· sign that 
says 'Baptize 12,' or whatever your 
goal is. The business world knows if 
we penetrate your brain enough times, 
we can get you to do what we want 
you to do. The church ought to do the 
same thing." 

Further, every Sunday school class 
ought to live in expectation of meet­
ing their goal, Jackson continued. 

"Furniture talks," he said. "If I re­
ally believed in outreach growth, I'd 
have 26 chairs set up if I had 25 peo­
ple enrolled. The building controls the 
program. If I can't put enough chairs 
in there, I can't grow." 

Jackson's message apparently in­
spired the Kentuckians who heard 
him. 

If goals set by the 198 churches 
represented at the nine Kentucky con­
ferences are met, the state could have 
a banner year for baptisms, noted Jeff 
Hicks, Sunday school department as­
sociate. These churches from 36 as­
sociations set goals to baptize 1,677 
people in the remainder of this church 
year and enroll 4,895 new members 
in Sunday school. 
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OPINION 
Feminist outrage 

I am outraged at the promotion of 
the so-called feminist Christian 
movement in your paper. Feminists 
hate men and anything men do. They 
especially hate the fact Jesus was a 
man and are tryirig to feminize the 
Trinity. They can pray to "Sophia" if 
they want, but their feminine god will 
not answer. Jesus said, "I am the way, 
the truth and the life: No man cometh 
to the Father but by me" (John 14:6). 

God did not "punish" Jesus when 

feel we have left out something more 
important. I am referring to alcohol. 

I know we had prohibition, and it 
didn't work. Today we don't talk 
about morals and sin. But if we are 
talking about keeping everyone safe 
and well, how can we not talk about 
alcohol? 

It causes people to lose their abili­
ty to reason. The result is many as­
saults, murders, robberies, child and 
spouse abuse, days lost from work 
with no money for rent and food, 
words said that ruin friendships and, 

he was hanging on 
the cross. Your sins 
were put on Jesus 
on that cross. You 

of course, many ve­
hicular accidents. BAPTIST FORUM It would be in­
teresting to know 

how many crimes were committed 
under the influence of alcohol-. 

and I were the ones who caused his 
suffering. Jesus willingly took our 
sins upon himself. 

The "spirit of wisdom" who they 
have named "Sophia" is not just an­
other name for Jesus. Job 28:28 says, 
"And unto man he said) 'Behold, the 
fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and 
to depart from evil is understanding."' 
These women need to read the Bible 
for themselves. 

The destruction of anything Chris­
tian in this society has accelerated in 
recent years. From the public schools 
to the media, Christ and anyone who 
calls himself a Christian has been si­
lenced or ridiculed. Now this move­
ment is attacking the church, seeking, 
in their own words, to "destroy" it. 

I am amazed that mainline denom­
inations are financing the lies being 
told at these conferences. I urge pas­
tors and church executives to investi­
gate any conference sponsored by 
anyone who denies the saving grace 
of Jesus. 

Gail Griffey 
Hopkinsville 

What about alcohol? 
I have been watching the new leg­

islation on tobacco and gun control. I 

April 
In the volume by Jesse Stuart, "A 

Jesse Stuart Reader," is a brief story 
titled "Wild Plums." 

As I look east from my office win­
dow across the greening grass which 
lies between our building and Spring 
Meadows, I have the same urge that 
the author manifests in his introduc­

I am not advocating the use of to­
bacco, but isn't it interesting that on 
an airplane you can't smoke the ciga­
rettes you've bought and paid for, but 
in first class they give you free alco­
hol? When you get off the plane, you 
can then drive your car. 

Does this make sense? Not to me 
it doesn't. 

Carolyn Stewart 
Williamsburg 

Drop the labels 
We have been guilty of sitting 

back and judging who is right and 
wrong: Liberals, moderates or conser­
vatives. 

My question is this: What is the 
criteria to be one of these three labels? 

When I was converted, I wasn't 
converted to be a conservative (which 
I am). I was converted by God's grace 
for God's glory to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Let us all drop the labels ofliberal, 
moderate and conservative. Let us 
call ourselves Christians. What a 
wonderful idea! 

Dennis Starkey 
Jackson 

with them. I always have, for young 
people are a challenge and an educa­
tion. 

"But this day was so beautiful it 
was hard to think of anything except 
the hills outside my office window. I 
wanted more than anything else in the 
world to be outdoors. And I found a 

tion to his story. · 
"I've written a lot of 

stories about April, and 
I've published a book of 
poems called Hold April. 
It's my favorite month; to 
me there is no month as 
fascinating for everyone. 
Everything seems young 
in April, and especially in 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

Kentucky. 
''The particular day in 

this story was filled -with William W. Marshall 

good excuse to get away; 
41 students were absent 
that day. They couldn't all 
be sick. That would be too 
much of a coincidence. I 
knew why those 41 stu­
dents were absent; they 
were playing hooky from 
school. They hadn't been 
able to resist the invitation 
of that April day,to be out­
side to .see the glory of the 
blossoms and to smell the 
fragrance. I decided to go the romance of April, with 

the dogwoods, redbuds, wild crab ap­
ples and plums all white and pink 
blossoms blown by the . wind in the 
valleys and on the slopes of the high 
Kentucky hills. I was 26 years old, 
and I was principal of McKell High 
School. I was happy to be a high 
school principal; I liked all the teach­
ers on my faculty, and I was proud of 
our school. I liked the teen-agers in 
the school, and I enjoyed working 

out looking for the truants. I didn't 
have to do that, but it was a handy 
way to get out of that office. 

"So I was playing hooky too. As 
soon as I was out of sight of the 
school, I headed straight for the wilo 
plum grove by the Tygart River-one 
of the most beautiful wild plum 
groves I. had ever seen. I thought to 
myself that grove is a good place for a 
student to hide from the principal, and 

Mixed message 
I wonder sometimes what Jesus 

would be like if he were around to­
day. 

Would he wear a three-piece suit 
and high-priced shoes (assuming he 
returned as a man)? Would he be a 
high 0profile, upwardly mobile 
preacher or denominationalist? 
Would he be the kind of person who 
dwells on points of theology and fires • 
those who disagree? Maybe he would 
collect old books and work behind 
expensive office furniture. 

Somehow, I believe we tell the 
world about Jesus on the one hand 
and show the world a different kind 
of Jesus on the other. 

Wake-up call 

Pete Sinclair 
Louisville 

It should be no surprise to any of 
us that Dr. Russell Dilday could be 
fired so summarily in such a high­
handed manner. 

It has been said, ~'Power corrupts 
and absolute power corrupts absolute­
ly." Dr. Dilday's ouster coming a day 
after he was praised for his good work 
should supply the wake-up call for 
Southern Baptists: 

Where are truth and honesty, not 
to mention Christian character, in 
such actions? • • 

The audacious words of the chair -
man of the board of trustees at South­
western Seminary should bum in our 
hearts: "We don't need a reason; we 
can do it. We have the votes, and we 
will." 

This action just brings to fruition 
the power crop that has been growing 
these years since the takeover of the 
convention. We should be gratefulfor 
our editor who is not afraid to speak 
the truth. 

Betty Cook 
Louisville • 

also a good place for a principal to 
hide from a student. 

"When I got to the grove, I found 
a student all right. I ran right smack 
into him after I had crawled on my 
hands and knees to get under low­
hanging branches. He was embar­
rassed. He thought someone had told 
me where to find him. I didn't tell him 
that no one had told me. I let him 
think that I had come to get him. But 
my reason for coming was the same • 
as his: to be out in that April day." 

As I refl~ct on Stuart's experience, 
I find myself compelled from within 
to put everything aside, head down to 
the lake in my old pick-up truck; find 
a "sitting place" near the redbuds and 
dogwoods, waiting for the first blos­
soms to appear; listen for the sound 
of a big bass, stretching_his powerful 
body in midair, before returning to the 
water with a noisy slap; feeling the _ 
sun of spring warm my neck and 
back, while doves, jays, cardinals and 
chickadees scavenge alongside each . 
other for the -remaining sunflower 
seeds beneath the feeders. 

Yes, I want to mingle again with 
April, for I remember her to be de­
lightful. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
'Evangelicals & Catholics Together': Ironic hope 

Holy Week 1994 felt holier than usual for millions of Christians. New 
hope and irony gave it rich texture. 

J<ive days before Easter, an informal coalition of Catholic and evan­
gelical leaders released a landmark document pledging to reduce con­
flicts and increase cooperation between these Christian traditions. 

"Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the 
Third Millennium" cites doctrinal positions the two groups hold in com­
mon, delineates areas of disagreement and outlines a conservative social 
agenda for reforming the nation. (For details, see articles beginning on 
page 1 ofthis week's paper.) 

The statement marks a milestone in the history of Christian faith in 
America. Numerous historians and observers of religion and society have 
begun to describe a realignment of religious groups. They claim many 
Christians are coalescing according to social/political causes rather than 
classic denominational boundaries. And they cite this document as the 
latest, and most concrete, illustration of that new religious configuration. 

For example, the 40 signers of the Catholic-evangelical statement 
agreed to disagree about doctrinal differences, such as the authority of 
the church. But they agreed to cooperate on social/political issues, such 
as parental choice in education. The bond of the political cause has pro­
vided a new "glue" that holds some Christians together, even across tra­
ditional denominational borders. Before, groups gathered around their 
own versions of "right thinking." Now, they team upto work on "right 
action." 

The document was signed by two Southern Baptists- Richard Land, 
executive director of the Christian Life Commission, and Larry Lewis, 
president of the Home Mission Board- who have stood at the forefront 

of the convention's conservative movement. In addition to parental 
choice in education, the document pledges cooperation on a range of 
issues held in common by many Catholics, Baptists and other conserva­
tive Christians- abortion, euthanasia, public education, pornography, 
religious "acceptance, understanding and cooperation," support for fam­
ilies and churches, "a free society with a vibrant market economy" and 
"a realistic and responsible understanding of America's part in world 
affairs." 

The document presents Southern Baptists with a hopeful irony. Isn't 
it ironic that this agreement between divergent strains of faith has been 
formed even as brothers and sisters within the same Southern Baptist 
denomination continue to bludgeon each other? Can we find hope in the 
recognition that, while they still hold serious doctrinal differences, fer­
vent Christian believers can accentuate common beliefs and rally around 
common concerns so they can work together for the common good? 

Maybe the polar tugs of social causes are stronger than denomina­
tional beliefs and identity. Maybe the lines drawn by conservative, mod­
erate and liberal ideology are sharper than common doctrine and church 
practice. Maybe the blood of politics is thicker than the water of bap­
tism. But is not the cause of Christ more important than them all? If 
conservative Baptists can embrace Catholics over the cause of school 
choice, can they "widen the denominational tent" for the sake of evange­
lism? And if moderate Baptists can applaud this newfound ecuµienism 
for the sake of interfaith dialogue, can they shake off political division 
for the sake of missions? 

God only knows. 
Marv Knox 

Make America safer; urge support for alcohol-warning bill 
You can help make America safer by picking up a pen. 
Citizen support is needed to convince the Senate Commerce Com­

mittee to approve the Sensible Advertising and Family Education Act 
when Congress reconvenes April 11 . The SAFE Act would require all 
broadcast and printed alcohol ads to carry health and safety warnings. 

A law requiring similar warnings on alcohol containers was passed in 
the late 1980s. The proposed broadcast warnings would state: 

I SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: If you are pregnant, don't 
drink alcohol. Alcohol may cause mental retardation and other birth de­
fects . 

I WARNING: If you are under the age of 21, it's illegal to buy alco-
holic beverages. 

I WARNING: Alcohol is a drug and may be addictive. 
I WARNING: Don't drink and drive or operate heavy machinery. 
I WARNING: Don't mix alcohol with medications and other drugs. 
I WARNING: Alcohol poisoning can kill you. Don't drink too much 

too fast. 
I WARNING: Drinking increases your risk of high blood pressure, 

liver disease and cancer. 
As expected, the alcohol and broadcasting industries, fearing losses 

in their incomes, have been putting pressure on lawmakers to kill the 
bill, according to a report from the Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission. 

''We believe we have a chance to pass the bill in the Commerce Com­
mittee, but this will only happen if concerned citizens are involved," said 
Jim Smith, the commission' s director of government relations. ''The 
well-heeled interests which oppose the SAFE Act are formidable foes." 

That's especially true for any lawmaker from Kentucky, where alco­
hol is a major industry. And that's why Kentucky's member of the Sen­
ate Commerce Committee, Sen. Wendell Ford, needs strong encourage­
ment to support the SAFE Act, labeled S. 674 in the Senate. 

Kentucky Baptists who want to curtail many of the dangers of drink­
ing and make the nation's homes and highways safer should write to 
Ford and urge him to support the SAFE Act. 

His address is United States Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510. 
Marv Knox 

If Baptists and 
other evangelicals 
can bridge 
doctrinal 
differences in 
order to work on 
common social 
concerns, can 
Southern Baptists 
overcome their 
internal 
differences in 
order to work on 
evangelism and 
missions? 

The SAFE Act 
provides a 
reasonable 
response to the 
dangers of 
alcoholic 
consumption. 
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I Reaction to Baptist leaders' ·action not so typical 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

A landmark document outlining 
agreement between prominent evan­
glical and Catholic leaders has drawn 
less-than-typical reactions from 
Southern Baptists. 

Larry Lewis, president of the 
Southern Baptist Conven­
tion's Home Mission 
Board, and Richard Land, 
executive director of the 
SBC Christian Life Com­
mission, are among 40 
signers of the document ti­
tled "Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together." 

Land and Lewis, who 
represent the most conser­
vative side of Southern 
Baptists, drew immediate 
criticism from some of their conser­
vative brethren and praise from some 
of their usual critics. 

Stan Hastey, executive director of 
the Alliance of Baptists, a mainly East 
Coast group of more liberal Southern 
Baptists, lauded the document for en­
riching the dialogue between Protes­
tants and Catholics. 

''The Alliance of Baptists applauds 
any effort to bridge gaps between and 
among groups of Christians," Hastey 
said. "I personally feel that the in­
creasing signs of ecumenism all along 
the spectrum of Southern Baptist life 
are encouraging and helpful. It helps 
give witness to the essential oneness 
of Christians." 

But Ben Rogers, a vocational 
evangelist from Longview, Texas, 
criticized Lewis and Land for not be­
ing conservative enough. 

"Are we to accept Catholicism as 
biblical Christianity rather than the 
perversion of Christianity that it is?" 
Rogers asked in a letter to Lewis 
March 30. "Catholicism is still pro­
pope, pro-Mary and pro-sacrament. 
No renewal movement in Catholicism 
has ever corrected errors in Catholic 
doctrine." 

Rogers noted that signers of the 
document condemn any "needless 
and loveless conflicts between our­
selves." Then he asked, "Was the Ref­
ormation a 'needless and loveless 
conflict' ?" 

He specifically criticized a portion 

of the document that calls on evangel­
icals and Catholics to stop proselytiz­
ing or "sheep stealing" from each oth­
er's folds. 

The document states: "In view of 
the large number of non-Christians in 
the world and the enormous challenge 
of our common ev1;tngelistic task, it is 
. neither theologically legitimate nor a 

prudent use of resources 
for one Christian commu­
nity to proselytize among 
active adherents of anoth­
er Christian community." 

"It is one thing to unite 
against hunger, crime and 
abortion issues, and quite 
· another to become a victim 
of compromise by wor­
shipping with any apostate 
group," Rogers wrote. 
"Although there are born 

again individuals in Catholicism, the 
theological system is not biblical 
Christianity." 

The joint document will highlight 
different streams within conservative 
evangelicalism, predicted a sociolo­
gist and professor of world religions. 

Nancy Ammerman, a Southern 
Baptist who teaches sociology of reli­
gion at Emory University, said those 
who are likely to join Rogers in de­
nouncing the document are the "tra­
ditional southern Southern Baptists." 
Those who are likely to applaud it are 
the "politicized conservatives." 

"The people who've been in the 
trenches on abortion and gay rights 
are·probably not going to be upset by 
this in the same way as people who 
are in the traditional Southern Baptist 
mold," she explained. 

James Chancellor, professor of 
Christian missions and world reli­
gions at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, said Baptist conservatives 
are driven by two different agendas, 
one concerned with social issues and 
the other concerned with missions 
and evangelism. 

Sometimes the two overlap, but 
sometimes they do not, he said. 
"Here's a demonstration of how these 
two can lead to disparity." 

In this case, the pledge of non­
proselytizing "demonstrates the dom­
inance of the social agenda over 
against the evangelism agenda," he 
suggested. 

In response to criticism from fel­
low conservatives, Lewis and Land 
drew a distinction between proselytiz­
ing and evangelism. 

"We do evangelism, not prosely­
tizing," Lewis said in a statement re­
leased through Baptist Press. "Under­
stand that Southern Baptist witness­
ing efforts are not directed at prosely­
tizing anyone, but to bringing people 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
which is the responsibility of all 
Christians." 

The idea that Baptists who affirm 
conservative evangelical theology 
can find common ground with Catho­
lics is supported by Al Mohler, presi­
dent of Southern Seminary. 

"This statement does not indicate 
that evangelicals and Roman Catho­
lics have shifted where their differ~ 
ences remain on important issues 
such as the relative authority of Scrip­
ture and tradition, the claims of the 
papacy and other historic theological 
controversies," he said. 

''The restructuring of the Ameri­
can religious landscpae has left evan­
gelicals and conservative Roman 
Catholics perhaps the last two groups 
who can share an honest disagree­
ment on theolocial issues," he ex­
plained. "These two groups are 
among the few in American society 
who affirm the objectivity of truth. 
This has allowed honest disagreement 
and the ability to speak honestly about 
common concerns on the moral 
front." 

There's a danger in making too 
much of this document by suggesting 
that evangelicals and Catholics have 
minimized their theological differenc­
es, Mohler said. 

But there also is danger in l,!nder­
estimating the importance of this doc­
ument "by missing the intense sense 
of common concern and urgency" 
that has brought evangelicals and Ro­
man Catholics into a coalition despite 
those differences, he added. 

"The most important issue of this 
document is its attention to basic 
world view issues," Mohler declared. 
"Historians of late 20th century 
America are certain to indicate the re­
markable sense of cultural crisis 
which has pushed evangelicals and 
Roman Catholics into unprecedented 
cooperation." 

Catholics will embrace most of document, liaison says 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

NASHVILLE-Roman Catholics 
largely will receive the "Evangelicals 
and Catholics Together" document 
with appreciation, predicted Frank 
Ruff, Catholic liaison with Southern 
Baptists. 

The 25-page document outlining 
areas of agreement between evangel­
ical Christians and Catholics was re­
leased last week by a coalition of 40 
signers, including Southern Baptists 
Larry Lewis and Richard Land. 

. Ruff noted that Catholics who 
signed the document, like Southern 
Baptists who signed it, were express­
ing their own opinions and not any 
official stance of the church. While 
wholly within the Roman Catholic 
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church, these signers represent a spe­
cific mindset within the church, he 
said . 

"I think with minimal exception, 
sections one, two, three and five will 
be affirmed on the Catholic side," he 
said. Those sections deal largely with 
identifying areas of doctrinal agree­
ment and disagreement and a call for 
better relations between Catholics and 
evangelicals. 

"When they get to section four, the 
social issues section, some Catholics 
will find themselves there. But it will 
not speak for a lot of Catholics," Ruff 
said. That section outlines positions 
on issues such as abortion, pornogra­
phy, education, ecopomics and 
church-state relations. 

Ruff said he personally was 
"thrilled" with parts of the document 

"because this was the first time I can 
remember reading in evangelical lit­
erature the call of John 17 :21, 'that all 
may be one,' and the theology that 
there is one church because there is 
one Christ." 

Ruff said the document comple­
ments dialogues between Southern 
Baptists and Catholics that have been 
ongoing since 1971. However, these 
dialogues sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board and 
Conference of Catholic Bishops have 
no direct link to the document. 

"I think what it means is that now 
the two groups, the Catholics and 
Baptists, in our regular structures 
need to respond to it," Ruff said. 
"That's the way I think it will be a 
sustaining document." 

While the document's signers in-

elude people assembled with a like 
mind on social issues, Ruff said he 
would like to see further dialogue be­
tween Catholics an.d evangelicals 
with different commonalities. 

"I would like to assemble a group 
of people who have a like mind on the 
lordship of Jesus and the inspiration 
of Scripture and the affirmation of the 
Apostles Creed," he explained. 

There is a danger in ''.separating 
ourselves out as though the social is­
sues are the key thing," Ruff added. 
"If the social issues are the key things, 
then you form coalitions around those 
social issues you agree on. So you say 
from the beginning, 'Those are the 
most important things in my life.' 

"I think we should be saying, 'The 
most important thing in my life is 
Jesus Christ."' 
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Document signals changing religious alignments 
Continued from page 1 
sert, that there are disagreements be­
tween us," it continues. "Misunder­
standings, misrepresentations and 
caricatures of one another, however, 
are not disagreements. These distor­
tions must be cleared away if we are 
to search through our honest differ­
ences in a manner consistent with 
what we affirm and hope together on 
the basis of God's word." 

The statement carries no official 
sanction from the Southern Baptist 
Convention or any religious body, but 
is identified as the opinion only of the 
signers. 

However, the statement notes the 
discovery of "common convictions 
about Christian faith and mission" 
between evangelicals and Catholics. 
Some of the areas of agreement cited 
include: 

I Jesus Christ is Lord. 
I Justification by grace through 

faith because of Christ. 
I The authority of the "divinely 

inspired" and "infallible" Bible. 
I A hope that all people will come 

to faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 

The document hones in on the so­
cial issues both conservative Prote.s­
tants and conservative Catholics have 
been fighting for in what has been 
called America's "cultural war." The 
signers declare their united opposition 
to abortion and pornography, their 
desire for "parental choice" in educa­
ti.on and their belief that Christian per­
spectives often are trampled by too­
strict interpretations of the First 
Amendment. 

The statement asserts that "poli­
tics, law and culture must be secured 
by moral truth." 

Declaration of such a common 
agreement isn't surprising to sociolo-

gist Nancy Ammerman, a Southern 
Baptist who teaches at Emory J]niver­
sity in Atlanta. 

"What we have seen over the last 
decade and a half has been the real­
ization that conservatives across the 
religious spectrum have a lot of things 
in common," she said. "They proba­
bly discovered they have a lot of 
things in common by en­
gaging in political combat. 

"The most common 
thing conservatives share 
across the board is a feel­
ing that the larger culture 
has become too secular 
and that it's important for 
poeple of faith to band to­
gether in the face of a sec­
ular culture," she added. 

Nor was the document 
surprising to James Chan­
cellor, associate professor of Christian 
missions and world religions at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. Chancellor has 
been studying the emerging alliance 
between evnagelicals and conserva­
tive Catholics. 

Agreement between evangelicals 
and Catholics on such a document 
would have been unthinkable in the 
1950s and 1960s, he said. But social 
changes in America in the 1970s 
brought a new climate. 

"What happend pretty clearly to 
me is that evangelical Christianity as 
a whole drew a line in the sand be­
tween the broader culture and them­
selves over this issue of abortion. 
When they looked down the line, they 
saw the Catholics on the same side of 
that line." 

Differences between Catholics and 
evangelicals were compounded in the 
19th century and early 20th century 
because the two groups found them-

selves with opposing views on the 
social issues of that day, he explained. 
Those issues included Sunday Sab­
bath and alcohol. 

"But now the social issues are.ho­
mosexuality and abortion, basically 
what you call 'family values.' And 
now the Catholics and evangelical 
Protestants are on the same side. In 

defensiveness against the 
. society at large, they are 

finding unity." 
While the signers have 

found agreement on these 
social issues, they admit 
differences still exist on 
some doctrinal issues. The 
document cites differences • 
on issues such as: 

I Whether the church is 
a visible communion or in­
visible fellowship of true 

believers. 
I Whether Scripture is authorita­

tive on its own or only as interpreted 
by the church. 

I Whether Christians have soul 
freedom or must submit to the teach­
ing authority of the church. 

I Whether the sacraments and or­
dinances of the church are merely 
symbols of grace or a means of grace. 

I The role of baptism. 
I Devotion to Mary. 
Yet the statement calls for an end 

to "proselytizing" members from 
each other's folds while affirming the 
need of all people to be converted to 
Christianity. 

"In view of the large number of 
non-Christians in the world and the 
enormous challenge of our common 
evangelistic task, it is neither theolog­
ically legitimate nor a prudent use of 
resources for one Christian commu­
nity to proselytize among active ad­
herents of another Christian commu-

CONFERENCE 
The SQuthem Baptist Theological Seminary 
Louisville, Kentucky • May 12-t4, 1994 
Featuring: 
Ricky Skaggs, Country Music Recording Artist 
~- Truett C'atby; Foundei; Chick~Fil-A 
Joe M. Rodger$,' Fol'IJ\er AmbaB$ador to France 
R. Albert Mohlert Jc~ President, Southern Seminary • -~-

In addition to these keynote speakers, gain new bibli­
cal insights from outstanding Southern faculty. Join 
Christians from throughout the nation for a unique 
and enjoyable time of inspiration and Bible study. 

That cost includes all sessions, plus all meals­
(Thursday banquet, Friday lunch and dinner, and 
Friday and Saturday continental breakfasts). LBC par­
ticipants will receive a discount rate at the Radisson, 
our headquarters hotel. To register ( or for a confer­
ence brochure) call Dr. Eddie Hatfield, LBC 
Coordinator, (502) 897-4142. 

Registration & Cost 
$99 per person (if you register before April 22) 
$120 per person (for registration after April 22) 

nity," the statement says. 
That is a landmark statement, ac­

cording to Chancellor. 
"This would have been unimagin­

able in the 1960s- from either side," 
he said. "This theological transition is 
a direct result of a common moral and 
social agenda over against the secular 
and anti-religious drives of the broad­
er society." 

This once-impossible coalition is 
evidence of the changing landscape of 
American religion, according to Bill 
O'Brien and Bill Leonard of Samford 
University. 

"We've already moved into the era 
of trans-denominationalism," said 
O'Brien, director of Sarnford's Glo­
bal Center. ''Those lines which used 
to divide us were. vertical- between 
Protestant and Catholic. Now the axis 
has shifted to be horizontal. You don't 
hear people asking if you're Baptist 
or Catholic, but where you stand on 
AIDS; abortion, and other issues of 
special interest. 

"People from all religious back­
grounds are finding common ground 
on social issues," O'Brien said. 

''This really is an evidence of new 
alignments, this time over social is­
sues and a broad theological conser­
vatism," added Leonard, a church his­
torian who heads Sarnford's religion 
department. 

And though Baptists in the past . 
have railed against the ecumenical 
movement, this new trend is a form 
of ecumenism, O'Brien said. • 

"Whether this turns out to be the 
greatest thing that came along really 
is not the issue," he explained. "If 
you' re standing on the outside look­
ing in, it's another indicator of ecumi-

• nicity of spirit. That really represents 
a sea change from where we were 35 
or 40 years ago." 

Foreign reaction 
predicted to vary 

While Baptists in the United States 
may marvel at the newfound cooper­
ation outlined last week between 
evangelicals and Roman Catholics, 
reaction outside the U.S. is predicted 
to vary widely. 

In some countries where Baptists 
and Catholics already get along, the 
agreement will be well-received, pre­
dicted Bill O'Brien of Samford Uni­
versity's Global Center. But in other 
regions-,--such as Latin America-the 
document will be received negative­
ly, he added. 

Don Kammerdiener, executive 
vice president of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board and a former 
missionary to Latin America, con­
firmed the negative reaction. 

"If this is an attack on witnessing 
among the Latin American peoples or 
among the nominally Christian-but 
basically secular:._peoples of West­
ern Europe or the United States, I 
would heartily disagree," he told Bap­
tist Press. · 

Kammerdiener said many Roman 
Catholics he witnessed to in Latin 
America were "not committed Chris­
tians. They are nominal folks who 
don't have any idea of what the gos­
pel is all about." 

"This would have 
been unimaginable 
in the 1960s-from 
either side. This 
theological 
transition is a 
direct result of a 
common moral and 
social agenda over 
against the secular 
and anti-religious 
drives of the 
broader society." 
James Chancellor, 
professor of Christian 
missions and world 
religions at Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
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LIFE OF CHRIST First 
Baptist Church of Pikeville 
will take its annual Easter 

pageant outside the church 
walls this year, with five 
performances at Jenny 

Wiley State Park 
ampitheater. 

PEOPLE 
First Baptist church in northern Kentucky turns 200 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

BURLINGTON- The "mother 
church of northern Kentucky" cele­
brates its 200th anniversary this year 
with local dignitaries, guest speakers 
and dinner on the grounds. 

Bullittsburg Baptist Church in 
Burlington, founded in 1794, was the 
first Baptist church established in the 
northernmost region of the bluegrass 
state. 

In turn, Bullittsburg helped start 
many other Baptist churches in the 
area, thereby earning the title "moth­
er church of northern Kentucky." 

"According to our records, we 
were instrumental in establishing ... at 
least 14 churches from 1800-1915," 

Pastor Donald Quance explained. 
"That's remarkable for the church." 

And those records likely don't in­
clude some of the churches in Ohio 
and Indiana that owe their start to 
Bullittsburg, added Norma Hennigen, 
chairwoman of the church's history 
committee. 

"Looking Forward Through the 
Past" is the theme of the anniversary 
year, which began last June and has 
continued throughout the year with 
church and community-wide events. 

Other activities included a country 
fair July 4 and hosting a community­
wide Thanksgiving service, a North­
ern Kentucky Baptist Association 
meeting and a meeting of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Historical Commission. 

All of these events will culminate 

with a celebration service June 5, 
Hennigen said. Two men ordained by 
Bullittsburg Church will serve as 
guest speakers. Also, local dignitaries 
and a community choir are being or­
ganized to participate. 

Although east and west wings 
have been added, the church still wor­
ships in its original sanctuary, built in 
1819, Hennigen said. And some peo­
ple still chose to be baptized in the 
1873 blue limestone outdoor baptist­
ry. 

Long tenures have characterized 
Bullittsburg's pastorate. In its 200 
years of existence, the congregation 
has called only 19 pastors. 

The church is smaller now than it 
has been in the past; but the potential 
for growth and continued ministry is 

great, Quance said. 
Bullittsburg is still a "community 

church" that averages about 70 on 
Sunday mornings, "but it's ideally lo­
cated right on a Highway 275 exit," 
he explained. 

This location just outside Cincin­
nati allows the congregation to draw 
from a large and developing area. 

Living in one of Kentucky's fast­
est-growing regions mandates that 
"we be actively in touch with the -
community," Quance said. "We want 
our community to know we're here." 

The anniversary theme "is our 
goal," Hennigen added. "We don't 
want to rest on just history. Buildings 
and artifacts are not the most impor­
tant thing; ... we realize it's people 
we've got to look to." • 

Pikeville· church takes its life of Christ drama outdoors 

come 
Join 
The 
-=un! 

PIKEVILLE- Eastern Kentucki­
ans will find Jesus in an unusual place 
this spring, as First Baptist Church of 
Pikeville mounts a life of Christ dra­
ma at the Jenny Wiley State Park 
ampitheater. 

For the first time, the church will 
move its. traditional Easter pageant 
outside the walls of the church build­
ing, in an effort to reach people who 
won't come to church. 

The free performances are slated 
for April 22, 23, 24, 29 and 30, all 
starting at 7 p.m. 

"The real burden and vision was 
to get the story of the Lord outside the 
church · walls," said Rebecca Martin, 

Saturday, April 16 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 
125 years of caring for children and you 're invited to 

the birthday party! Bring a van load! Bring a bus load! 
There'll be plenty of food, fellowship, and live enter­

tainment for the entire church family! 

. Baptist Youth Ranch 
854 Tunnel Hill Church Road 

Elizabethtown, Kentucky 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Celebrating 

125 
Years of Love 

KENTUCKY ■APTIST HOMES FOil CHILDRt:H 

education and youth director. Many 
people who need to see the pageant 
simply refuse to enter a church house, 
she explained. 

By presenting the drama in a neu­
tral setting, more people will attend 
and the church's witness will be ex­
panded, Martin said. 

Already, distribution of the free 
tickets has surpassed expectations, 
said Adrianne Justice, church secre­
tary and drama participant. 

The ampitheater has permanent 
seating for 500 people. Tickets for 
those 500 seats for four performances 
were taken quickly, Justice said. 

So the church printed extra tickets 

Learning from life 
Our guest author this month is 

chaplain Wayne Sibley. He is the 
director of pastoral care at Baptist 
Regional Medical Center, Corbin. 

Jesus used ordinary stories to 
teach eternal truths. He taught 
about lost coins, sowing seeds, la­
borers in the vineyard. I decided 
that if Jesus used such stories to 

for each performance for the 300 
spaces available for carry-in seating 
and added a fifth performance, Justice 
said. 

The program, titled "The Deliver­
er," has been compiled by Martin and 
Yvonne Clark, music director. 

The story begins with the an­
nouncement to Mary of Jesus' birth 
and concludes with the resurrection 

• and ascension of Jesus. 
The cast involves about 100 peo­

ple from First Baptist Church and oth­
er area churches. Volunteers also 
have created the set and costuming. 

For information on free tickets, 
call the church at (606) 432-8113. 

way and halfway in the street go­
ing nowhere fast. 

A friend drove up in his four­
wheel-drive vehicle and asked if I 
needed help. Swallowing my pride, • 
I said yes. He pulled me into my 
driveway. 

These experiences serve as a re­
minder that we need each other. As 
we journey through life, sometimes 

teach, surely I could 
learn something signifi­
cant from the winter of 
'94. • 

BAPTIST 
HEALTHCARE 
FOUNDATION 

we get stuck and need 
help from fellow pil­
grims. We must be will­
ing to allow others to 
help us bear our bur­My mind went to one 

day in particular. It was the first big 
snow storm we had, and much to 
my chagrin, I got stuck twice driv­
ing home from work. 

I attempted to drive up a hill that 
I knew was too much for me. I got 
almost to the top, but I just couldn't 
make it. I sat there trying to go ei­
ther forward or backward, but go­
ing nowhere. Soon, a man I did not 
know had pity on me and helped 
me get turned around and headed 
in the right direction. 

I made it home and decided to 
back into my driveway. I reasoned 
that since I have front-wheel drive 
that I would make grooves in the 

, snow with my rear wheels and let 
my front wheels push me back. I 
got halfway into the driveway and 
noticed that dreadful feeling of tires 
spinning but the car going no­
where. 

There I sat, halfway in the drive-

dens. Paul states that, in bearing 
one another's burdens we fulfill the 
law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). One 
way we can help others and our­
selves is through organizations 
such as Baptist Healthcare Founda­
tion. 

Finally, I .was reminded not al­
ways to take life so seriously. It is 
good to take time and see the hu­
mor in life. I can look back and 
laugh at getting stuck twice in the 
same day--0nce in my own drive­
way. I have at times boasted of my 
skill and ability to drive in the snow 
(so much for machismo). Take time 
to find humor in life. 

Any questions or comments con­
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare 
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda­
tion should be directed to Charles W 
Cox Jr., preside111 of Baptist Health­
care Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way, 
Louisville, Ky. 40207 (502) 896-5003. 
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NATION 
Court hears arguments in term's main church-state case 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-If the 
U.S. Supreme Court is about to 
change its stance requiring govern­
mental neutrality toward religion, the 
justices weren't tipping their hands 
March 30 as they heard oral argu­
ments in their only significant church-
state case this term. • 

At issue in the case Board of Edu­
cation of Kiryas Joel Village -School 
District vs. Grumet is whether the 
New York legislature violated the es­
tablishment clause of the First 
Amendment by creating a separate 
public school district for handicapped 
children living in a community of 
Hasidic Jews. 

A larger question before the court 
was whether it would abandon its 
long-held but much-criticized Lemon 

test for church-state separation. 
Lemon requires governmental ac­

tions to have a secular purpose, nei­
ther advance nor inhibit religion and 
avoid excessive entanglement be­
tween religion and government. 

_ But surprisingly, the Lemon stan-
dard was barely mentioned during ar­
guments. 
• "The utter absence of questions 

about Lemon is probably a good sign, 
but not necessarily," said Brent Walk­
er, general counsel of the Baptist Joint 
Committee, which supports the Lem­
on test. "It may mean they have al­
ready made up their minds." 

"My best guess is we have at least 
five, maybe six, votes to uphold Lem­
on's essential core,'' Walker said. 

Although Lemon was barely men-

More About the 
KENTUCKY BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 

Some continue to criticize the 
presence of the Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship and the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Not 
surprisingly, these critics have 
suggested the Fellowship 
organizations are sources of 
great problems to Baptists. We 
disagree. We are not the 
problem, but we exist because 
there is a problem. 

The Cooperative Baptist . 
Fellowship began from two 
sources: (1) Baptists in authority 
in the Southern Baptist 
Convention told dissenting 
Baptists that they were not 
welcome. They were told to go to 
the back of the bus, sit down, be 
quiet, but keep sending the 
money. (2) These dissenting 
Baptists, described as moderates, 
decided to no longer fight for the 
direction and control of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
l_nstead, they Jonned in 1990 an 
organization of Southern 
Baptists that focused on doing 
missions. They would not 
duplicate existing Southern 
Baptist Convention efforts. They 
meet annually for fellowship, 
gathering with other Southern 
Baptists who have been 
disenfranchised. , 

The Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship was constituted in 
1991 in response to similar 
circumstances. Some Southern 
Baptist leaders proclaimed that 
since the takeover of the 
Southern Baptist Convention was 
complete, they should now take 
over the state conventions. The 
Kentucky Baptist Fellowship is 
not interested in taking .over 
anything,- but we took their 
statements at face value. We will 
resist anyone bringing to 
Kentucky the methods and 
purposes of Southern Baptist 

takeover politics. 
The Kentucky Baptist 

Fellowship is not threatened by 
people who have some doctrinal 
differences. Since the New 
Testament appreciates diversity, 
we can too. We also recognize 
that we have so many common 
beliefs and interests. We willjoin 
hands with any Kentucky Baptist 
who wants to walk in Christian 
love to strengthen the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. But, we will 
not sit idly by while others attack 
our state Baptist leaders, spread 
rumors and untruths, or attempt 
to take over our convention for 
partisan political purposes. We 
will "speak the truth in love," 
but we will not be intimidated by 
what Dr. Ed. Young called 
"hard-nosed fundamentalism, " 
which seeks to define, dominate, 
and control. 

The Kentucky Baptist 
Fellowship does not have to 
recruit followers. We ate just a 
Jew people, loyal to traditional 
Baptist family values, who exist 
to enhance the life of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
to do missions around the world. 
Most of us support the mission 
work of the SBC and the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

Our Jutur:,e is detennined by 
need. Our future may change as 
needs change, but presently we 

. exist to promote the common 
good of Kentucky Baptist life 
and encourage Baptist mission 
efforts globally. Our annual 
meeting will be on April 16 in 
Erlanger, KY. We invite all 
Kentucky Baptists to participate 
with us as we Jocus on the 
Baptist distinctive of religious 
liberty. That distinctive is near • 
the heart of our heritage as free 
and faithful Baptists. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT FROM KENTUCKY BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 

tioned, Walker said, that doesn't 
mean the nine justices are not inter~ 
ested in the case. "Every justice, ex­
cept for Justice (Clarence) Thomas, 
asked a lot of questions," he said. 
"They are obviously intrigued by this 
case." 

• Michael Whitehead, general coun­
sel for the. Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission, expressed some 
hope that the court would be sympa­
thetic to his agency's position. The 
CLC has taken a stance opposite the 
Joint Committee's, in support of the 
special district and in favor of over­
turning Lemon. 

"Several justices noted that the 
purpose of the New York legislature 
and (Gov.) Mario Cuomo was to help 
disabled children, not to help reli­
gion," Whitehead said. "The law is 
religion-neutral and responded to the 
secular needs of these children by 
providing a secular public school 
within the friendly setting of the mu­
nicipality." 

The court's one-hour argument 
was devoted to q4estions and answers 
about the background facts. 

The New York legislature created 
the special school district encompass­
ing the all-Hasidic village of Kiryas 
Joel in Orang~ County to resolve a 
conflict over providing special educa­
tion services to disabled students in 
the village. 

The state supreme court said cre­
ating the district violated Lemon by 
advancing religion, since the special 

• services were available to disabled 
Hasidic students in nearby public 
schools. 

Nathan Lewin, representing the 
school board, argued the district did 
not unconstitutionally advance reli­
gion because the state created the en­
tity as a secular solution to a local 
problem. The motivation was secular, 
not religious, in nature, he said. 

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor re­
sponded that she was troubled by 
Lewin's suggestion that a narrow law 
that does not extend to all New York­
ers is somehow neutral. 

Justice David Souter asked Lewin 
if the community was established for 
religious reasons. Lewin responded 
that the village was founded out of a 
"zoning dispute" and that all the resi­
dents "happen to be" part of one reli­
gion. 

Jay W orona, arguing against the 
school district, told the justices the 
statute clearly violates the establish­
ment clause because it set up "politi­
cal constituents defined along reli­
gious lines." 

Worona said by looking at the con­
text in which the law was enacted that 
the action clearly violated the estab­
lishment clause on its face:._even 
without application of the Lemon test. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

NEEDED: Part-time minister of 
youth/children. Prefer someone in the 
Frankfort area to disciple youth and 
coordinate children's ministries. Send 
resume to Youth Committee, St. John 
Baptist Church, 720 Harvieland Rd., 
Frankfort, KY 40601, or call (502) 
875-7771 for information. 

SEEKING: Casas Adobes Baptist 
Church announces search for a prin­
cipal/minister for our day school of 
grades K-8. Our school is 23 years old 
with 320 children. Call Pat Thomp­
son at (602) 297-7238 or write 2131 
W. Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 85741-2699 
for additional information. Starting 
date will be July 1, 1994. 

Tbls scriptural concept of burden 
sharing ls tbe allerntiltve to 
expeustve Insurance. 

■ People helping people. 
■ Pay $300 + 20% of first $5,000. 
■ $IZ2 per mo. average family 

burden share. 
■ Assistance witl1 matemity,expenses. 

Call All Saints 
1-800-259-0095 

FOR SALE: Portable sound sys­
tem, includes four SM-58 micro­
phones with cables; 12-channel EV 
board with travel case; two Bose 802 
speakers and speaker stands; QSC 
325-watt-per-channel power amp.; 
Alesis MEQ 230 graphic equalizer; 
travel case; speaker cables; and Pro­
Co 20-4 100-foot snake. Call Tony at 
(502) 636-5576. 

WANTED: Youth minister, 20 
hours/week average. Contact Mark 
Johnson, pastor, Midway Baptist 
Church (606) 846-4514. 

FOR SALE: Used, unpadded 
church pews, excellent condition, 
seating capacity approx. 300. Calva­
ry Christian Center, Mt. Washington, 
KY 40047. (502) 955-9886. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and education. Send resume to: 
Search Committee, Springfield Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 286, Spring­
field, KY 40069. (606) 336-3544. 

SBC TOUR: Orlando, Fla., June 
12-16, 1994. Airfare, room and shut­
tle as low as $449/person. Extensions 
available. Ray Hayes (502) 477-2379. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036: 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and -campground. Year-round 
Christian fuQ. . 

Church Buses 
New&Used 
Call Henry Headden 

at 
Metrotrans Corporation 

(800) 370-6180 
(61 5) 371-6180 

Actor urges letters 
to support 
"Christy" 

LOS ANGELES 
(BP)-A veteran actor 
has called on fellow 
Baptists to let Hollywood 
executives know if they 
liked the Easter night 
premiere of "Christy" on 
CBS. 

Tom Lester, best 
known for his role as 
"Eb" on "Green Acres," 
said Christians should 
write letters to CBS 
voicing appreciation for 
the show and 
encouraging Hollywood 
to offer more family 
entertainment. 

Lester is a membe-r of 
Shepherd of the Hills 
Church, a Southern 
Baptist congregation in 
Porter Ranch, Calif. • 

"CBS has given us an 
incredibly good time 
slot" on Easter Sunday, 
said Ken Wales, veteran 
Hollywood producer • 
whose 17-year dream to 
see "Christy" on film is 
finally being realized. 
But, he said, "It's a 
critical kind of test case" 
for whether network TV 
will decide to open up to 
other family oriented 
shows. 

"CBS indicated to Mr. 
Wales that they want to 
produce a show with 
family values," Lester 
added. "However, if it is 
not supported by those 
households seeking 
family entertainment, 
they will be forced to 
take it off the air. 

"This is our chance to 
truly have an effect on 
television," Lester said. 
"We must not just do 
nothing. It is easy for us 
to complain and well we 
should, when 
appropriate. Now we 
have an opportunity to 
do something positive." 

Letters should be 
addressed to: Jeff 
Sagansky, president, 
CBS Entertainment o/o 
CBS TV CITY, Los • 
Angeles, Calif. 90036. ; 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS 

Kentucky ranks below 
the national average for 

the percentage of never­
married women who are 
mothers. Nationally, 25 

percent of never-married 
women are mothers, 

compared to 19.6 
percent of never-married 

women in Kentucky. 
Source: Population 

Today, November 1993 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BEDFORD- Mount Hermon 
Church called Kevin Head as pastor 
March 20. He currently is a student at 
Southern Seminary. -

• ■ CARROLLTON- Whites Run 
Association called Charles M. 
Stephens of Frankfort as director of 
missions March 27. 
■ HARRODSB URG- Bruners 
Chapel Church ordained Harold 
Logue, Donald Logue, Clinton 
Peavler and Richard Smith as dea­
cons March 13. 
■ LAGRANG~LaGrange Heights 
Church called Ray Smiley as volun­
teer associate pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Ninth & 0 
Church called David Fletcher of 
Marion as minister of youth. 

■ PADUCAH- Bellview Church 
called Greg O'Guinn of Dyersburg, 
Tenn., as minister of music and youth. 

• Oaklawn Church called Thomas 
Williams of Ashland as pastor. 
■ PINEVILLE- More than 500 peo­
ple attended Missionsfest at Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College March 
19. Several Baptist leaders conducted 
conferences. Missionsfest concluded 
with a missionary message by Sam 
James, vice president of creative 
leadership development of the South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
■ SPRINGFIELD- New Hope 
Church will hold revival April 24-28 
with Evangelist Boyce Evans of Lub­
bock, Texas. 
■ WHITLEY CITY- First Church 

broke ground for a new worship cen­
ter and education/office wing March 
13. Also, Terry Lawson and John 
Sandidge were ordained as deacons. 
■ WINCHESTER- Ron Shaw re­
signed as pastor of Corinth Church. 
■ WINDY-Gap Creek Church or­
dained David Flagler to the ministry 

• March 20. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
■ David and Sonya Coppedge, mis-­
sionaries to Uruguay, are on the field 
at Av. Agraciada, 3452, Montevideo, 
Uruguay 11700. She considers Arte­
mus her hometown. 
■ Paul and Diane Davidson, mis­
sionaries to Nigeria, are in the States 
at 808 Huntington, Louisville, Ky. 
40207. She is from Louisville. 
■ Mary Sue Meuth, missionary to 
Hong Kong, is in the States at Box 
116, Smith Mills, Ky. 42457. She is a 
native of Henderson County. 

.. ::1 ~or~ prbt::~ing;~v 

Bill Wells, Gasper River DOM, died Nov. 16 x .st to tntn~criber fM13. 'tru$ 
•;n meeting· ·minute$.• ... from lli 

•. copyjnto an eleGtror1ic; • 

Editor's Note: We have made a 
mistake and are attempting to rectify 
it belatedly. Bill Wells died during the 
annual meeting of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention, and the Western Re­
corder did not receive an obituary on 
him at that time. However, due to a 
mix-up of our own, publication of the 
obituary was further delayed. We re­
gret this omission. 

ROCHESTER- Bill Wells, direc­
tor of missions for the Gasper River 
Association of Baptists since 1980, 
died Nov. 16. He was 56. 

A native of Earlington, Wells was 
a graduate of Earlington High School 
and earned two degrees from West­
ern Kentucky University. He also 

. studied with Luther Rice Seminary. 
During most of his ministry, Wells 

worked bivocationally. Prior to be­
coming director of missions for 
Gasper River Association, he was 
pastor of Sandy Creek Baptist Church 
near Morgantown, Clearfork Baptist 
Church in Bowling Green and Monti­
cello Baptist Church in Provo. 

Wells also was a counselor with 
public schools in Muhlenberg and 

A very special place and a unique group of people 
A casual review of the contents of this column over 

the past few weeks will reveal redily my desire to let 
you hear from other people on our staff here at Oneida 
Baptist Institute. 

Some-of the writers have been here for a decade or 
longer. Others have been here half as long as they. 

Today I want you to read the observations of a fine 
young substitute teacher, Edmund Shelby, who has 
been with us a short time, but long enough to have 
caught the true spirit of Oneida. 

The tenor of this article points to the fact that he is 
not speaking for himself. but rather reflecting the atti-
tude of most people who are on staff. These • 
people speak the truth which they live day 
by day. Differences of opinion and meth­
ods may vary from person to person and 
from time to time, but the spirit of our 
workers remains constant. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

faculty and staff, while often stretched thin, are 
always there to meet those needs. It could be an 
eighth-grader with tonsilitis, a freshman with 
emotional problems or a senior with trouble in 
English. It doesn't matter; there is always some­
one to help. 

Further, their dedication is matched by their 
talent. There are people on staff who could work 
anywhere in the country, at any level, and com­
mand top pay. Yet they choose to serve here. 

Also, there are those who have sold their pos­
sessions, have given much of the pro­
ceeds to Oneida and have given their 
lives to serving the Lord here. 

Cynicism abounds in today's 
world, and the causal onlooker could 
cast a jaundiced eye at our people. Are 

A good self-test of a person's ;.;f.??7-[f~'i/C::m'Jf{FI they afraid to face reality? Is this ap-
Christianity is to imagine that Jesus did parent dedication a cover for insecuri-
not live 2,000 years ago, but now. ty? A close look reveals the absurdity 
Would we listen to his message and of both questions_. What could be more 
follow two of his great command- real for an educator, or anyone, than to 
ments? Would we sell our possessions ___ ,_ deal with not one but many young peo-
and give the money to the poor? A 8 Colvin~ pie who have been thrown out of their 

Our faith would have to be very • • former schools or abandoned by par-
strong to believe that a man we could ents? They trust no one and see no 
see and touch was the Son of God. ' hope for the future. For many, however, that 

Indeed, the perspective provided by two mil- changes after a short time here. 
lenia is a blessing. And yet, many modem Chris- The question of insecurity is easily dismissed. 
tians are uncomfortable with the demands of Is someone insecure who can challenge a room 
Christianity. full of bright, college-bound people to not only 

Not so at Oneida Baptist Institute. do their best but to be the best? It obviously takes 
The Oneida faculty and staff are made up of a special kind of person to work at OBI. 

dedicated Christian workers who give their time, For everyone who doubts this miracle of the 
wealth and love for serving God. The degree of mountains, we are easy to find. For everyone who 
commitment becomes- more amazing the better wants to see Christ's lessons being taught and his . 
one knows these people. example being followed, Oneida is their destina-

Oneida is not a 9-to-5 operation. Most of the tion. 
students live on campus, and their needs have to A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In-
be met 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Butler counties. 
He was chaplain of the Butler 

County Sheriff's Department and a 
Mason. 

He was a member of several coun­
seling associations and was certified 
in counseling by the Kentucky De­
partment of Educatio.n. 

Survivors include his wife, Ann, of 
Rochester; a daughter, Joy Wells, of 
Rochester; a son, Shane Wells, of 
Rochester; and three sisters, June 
Stodghill and Peggy Thomason of 
Paducah and Sandy Snowdon of 
Dickson, Tenn. 
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Grace in a trustee's life 
Ron Morgan first came to Clear 

Creek in 1990 as part of a volun­
teer work team from Franklin As­
sociation. In 1991 the KBC elected 
him a trustee. He serves on the ex­
ecutive committee. When the 
school needed additional student 
housing, Ron and Michele gave a 
mobile home. His testimony in 
chapel reminded the campus fami­
ly of God's grace through difficult 
times. 

yielded." In 1981 Ron suffered a 
perforated ulcer, removal of his 
stomach and surgery to remove a 
pancreatic tumor. "God's grace 
brought me through five months of 
hospitalization. The support from 
my church family and wife sus­
tained me. Medical bills were paid 
and I never missed a paycheck. 
God convinced me there was some-

, thing else to do." _ 

"I grew up poor and 
worked hard on the 
farm. At UK I met 
Michele. I thought I 
made an astute choice, 
but the Lord directed us 
together." Army ROTC 
resulted in a commis­
sion. Ron graduated 
from the U.S. Army 
Command and General 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

For many years Ron 
had avoided serving as a 
deacon. "I didn 't want 
the responsibility. Com­
pared to the cross, I was 
ashamed. Nothing is as 
difficult as what Christ 
did for me." 

Staff College .. He re- Bill Whittaker 
turned from active duty 

Ron also teaches a 
men's Bible class at Im­
manuel Church in 
Frankfort. "I can't 
change the past nor re­
claim the time I wasted. 

with three goals: a good 
marriage, a good home and a good 
job. "At age 26 all three goals were 
met, but I still didn't have a satisfy­
ing life." 

Army Reserve became a driving 
force with the intention to move up 
the promotion ladder until he re­
ceived a general's star. Health 
problems changed those plans. In 
1970 he lost a kidney, ana four 
years later heart problems began. 

'The doctor told me to give up 
something or die. I resigned from 
the Reserves, but was still not fully 

God has so much for all 
of us to do. I continue to allow him 
to be Lord." 

Ron would like to see Clear 
Creek continue to be financially 
strong with expanded faculty and 
facilities to support a larger student 
body. "Above all, I pray that Clear 
Creek will never lose its dedication 
to followi9g the course of unswerv­
ing adherence to the teachings of 
Christ." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 

J 
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LIFE 
Pastors advised to face own problems 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

EULESS, Texas (BP)-Before he 
began dealing with t)le_problems'from 
his past, Texas pastor Tim Sledge said 
he sometimes usec;l his weekly ser­
mons as an opportunity to "dump" his 
own shame on his congregation. 

"The surprising thing is, people 
would come up to me afterward and 
thank me. It was as if they were say­
ing: 'Thank you, I haven't had a good 
dose of shame all week. I was about 
to run out,"' said Sledge, pastor of 
Kingsland Baptist Church in Katy, 
Texas. 

He is the author of "Making Peace 
With Your Past," a popular study 
course produced by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board. 

The son of an alcoholic father, 
Sledge grew up in a dysfunctional 
family where the expression of emo­
tions and feelings were squelched, he 
said. Discussing the sometimes-em­
barrassing actions of his father was 
not an option and, as a result, Sledge 
developed an unhealthy sense of 
shame which impacted his own feel­
ings of self-worth and his relation­
ships with others. 

It also impacted his ministry. 
"I started preaching when I was 

16," Sledge told participants in a 

March 18 seminar in Euless, Texas. 
"I was the 'hero,' and everybody told 
me how mature I was for my age. 

"But my maturity was premature, 
and it wasn't healthy," he said, add­
ing one of the signs of dysfunction in 
families is when children begin act­
ing like adults and adults begin acting 
like children. 

As an adult, Sledge began to have 
panic attacks. He then reached out for 
help and began a lifelong journey to­
ward recovery. 

When it comes to pain caused by 
traumatic events from the past, Sledge 
knows he is not alone in the ministry. 

"I believe a very high percentage 
of ministers come from dysfunctional 
families," he said, adding many suf­
fer from a "repetition compulsion." 

"They say to themselves, 'I 
couldn't fix my family, but! can help 
fix yours.' They carry their (emotion­
al baggage) into their vocation," 
Sledge explained. 

"The church gave me a place to be 
a hero, but that's not my job," he said. 
"My job is to be a minister, a shep­
herd." 

Failing to face issues from the past, 
whether they relate to a minister's 
own actions or addictions or those of 
family members,.can wreak havoc on 
a ministry, Sledge said. 

One manifestation of unresolved 

anger or hurt from the past is an un­
healthy need for control, Sledge said. 

"This is often expressed by a pas­
tor's refusal to release lay people to 
do all they can do. The minister has to 
be in charge of everything himself," 
he said. 

Another common problem, Sledge 
said, is perfectionism and its frequent­
ly visiting "cousin," procrastination. 

"There is often a connection be­
tween the two," he said, "because 
people don't want to invest the ener­
gy to do something perfectly so they 
just decide to wait and do it later." 

Other common problems resulting 
from unresolved conflict from the 
past include a preoccupation with job 
security caused by feelings of low 
self-worth, the development of a 
shame-based identity which robs the 
joy that comes from helping others, 
and a tendency toward defensiveness 
and overreacting to criticism. 

"In a church business or commit­
tee meeting, sometimes it would feel 
to me that people were dropping 
bombs, when in fact they were only 
throwing darts. I tended to overreact 
and be confrontational when it wasn't 
necessary," Sledge 1adrnitted. 

Recovery came, he said, after he 
admitted the problem, recognized 
God as the ultimate source for heal­
ing and reached out for help. 

Woman testifies to pull of eating disorders 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday School Board 

EULESS, Texas (BP)- Nancy 
Huebner faced death four times dur­
ing her 26-year battle against eating 
disorders. In fact, twice she solicited 
death. 

A manuscript assistant at the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Huebner said death would 
have been a welcomed relief. 

But the mother of four believes 
God had other plans in mind for her, 
part of which include telling her story 
in hopes of helping others who are 
anorexic or bulimic. 

Huebner spoke to participants in a 
national conference on recovery and 
spiritual awakening in Euless, Texas. 
She led a workshop on the "Conquer­
ing Eating Disorders" course pub­
lished by the Sunday School Board. 

Huebner' s anorexia began when 
she was 12, the result ofa violent rape 
from an unknown assailant. She bur­
ied the incident deep within, never 
telling anyone. She said she did not 
recall it until years later while in a 
treatment hospital for her eating dis­
orders. 

According to ,Huebner, "80 per­
cent of those with eating disorders 
have sexual abuse in their back­
grounds, and all have some sort of 
abuse. Some have over-controlling 
parents or over-religious parents." 

Anorexia stems from an unyield­
ing need to control at least one aspect 
of one's life, she said. 

"You can't control what happens 
on the outside, so you at least try to 
control what food you put in your 
body," Huebner explained. "You feel 
in control of your life because you can 
control your food." 

In the late 1960s, when Huebner' s 
anorexia first hit hard, no one in her 
family really noticed. 

"I had always been a skinny kid, 
and in those days, nobody knew about 
anorexia or bulimia," Huebner told 
conference participants. 

Huebner was an active teen, 
spending a lot of time at school and 
church, so her parents weren't aware 
of her eating habits. 

In her sophomore and senior years 
of high school, she survived on one 
orange a day. At five foot eight, she 
weighed 95 pounds. 

To test if she was an "adequate" 
size, Huebner said she made a circle 
of her thumb and forefinger. If it 
slipped up and down her arm easily, 
she was OK. 

On her legs, she was more lenient. 
She made a circle using both hands. 
If any part of her hand brushed 
against her thigh during the test, she 
would eat less or nothing. 

Eventually, Huebner married a 
man in the ministry. 

But her illness grew worse, and 
she learned to survive on 200 calories 
a day. 

"That is six McDonald's french 
fries a day- not that I would have 
ever touched McDonald's french 
fries," she said. 

That is, until her anorexia U­
turned into bulimia. At that time of 
her life, she would go on binges that 
included drive1, to five .consecutive 
fast food restaurants. She would or­
der enough for two people and eat it 
all before she arrived at the next res­
taurant. 

"Then when I would get home; I 
would have a pizza waiting for me." 

After she finished eating all she 
could possibly put into her body, she 

vomited it all up. 
Huebner and her family finally 

admitted she had a serious problem. 
She began intensive treatment for her 
disorder, and in a two-year period was 
hospitalized for more than 10 months. 

After the second stay in a treat­
ment hospital, Huebner began to real­
ize her disorder was itearing her fami­
ly apart. 

"My life meant nothing to me, but 
my family was dying. They had been 
watching me die, and now I was 
watching them die," said Huebner, 
who noted her husband's commit­
ment to her and their family was a 
source of intense encouragement. 

Finally, Huebner prayed a prayer 
that stuck. 

"In December 1990, I prayed to 
God that I would get well for my fam­
ily. At that point, God showed me that 
my family was more important than 
my eating disorder." 

Huebner said she never has 
skipped a meal or binged or purged 
since the prayer. 

While Huebner acknowledged 
God was the source of her healing, 
she said she was able to beat her de­
pendency because of the knowledge 
she had gathered through the treat­
ment hospitals. 

"I went through a long journey, 
and everything I learned went into 
play to keep me in recovery," she 
said. 

"I had not gone through all those 
years ·.of counseling· and study for 
nothing. God had his process." 

The "Conquering· Eating Disor­
ders" course follows a 12-step pro­
cess and is for anyone who uses food • 
as a relief from emotional pain or suf­
fers from anorexia, bulimia or com­
pulsive overeating. 

Missionaries 
reach teens 
in Baltimore 

BALTIMORE (BP)- The door­
bell rang after midnight at Brian and 
Carol Zimmerman's house. A teen­
age girl running from home sought 
help. 

The Zimmermans; Southern Bap­
tist home missionaries at Baltimore's 
Mallory Center, talked to the girl and 
later to her parents. As they drove the 
girl home at 3 a.m., they were 
shocked to see youth playing dodge­
ball on the streets as if it were the mid­
dle of a summer afternoon. 

That experience birthed an early 
morning ministry for the Zimmer­
mans and the center's volunteer staff. 

"On several nights a week we go 
out there and just meet the people 
where they are and talk to them about 
their situations, their needs and try to 
introduce them to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ," Zimmerman says. 

"We encounter many kids who 
can be away from home two and three 
nights and their parents not even 
question where they have been." • 

Last summer the Mallory Center 
staff created a program of music, dra­
ma, comedy and a message to take to 
the streets. On two occasions they 
perfomied on the parking lot of a pub­
lic school and used the electrical out-
let from a nearby bar. . _ 

Through the summer programs~ 75 
youths made professions of faith in 
Jesus Christ. More than 300 have be­
come Christians in the last three years 
through the center's activities. 

YOUTH MINISTER Brian 
Zimmerman (right), a 
Southern Baptist home 
missionary, talks to youths 
at Mallory Baptist Center in 
Baltimore, where he and his 
wife attempt to reach 
neighborhood teens 
through creative means. 
More than 2,000 teens live 
within a five-minute walk of 
the center. 
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W
hen the Shelbyville Habitat for 
Humanity hammers go to work on 
April 16 and 17, they will be driven by 
a cooperative effort. In a unique part­
nership arrangement, Habitat for 

Humanity is teaming up with the Shelby 
County Ministerial Alliance of Churches, the 
city of Shelbyville and Louisville-based Baptist 
Healthcare System to build a one-story home in 
northwest Shelbyville. 

The two-day buil~ing blitz will "pool 
the resources" of the partners to build afford­
able housing for a Shelby County family, said 
Jim Smith, president of Habitat for Humanity. 
The city is donating the land; Baptist Health­
care's sponsorship will cover the material costs; 
and the actual construction will be coordinated 
by volunteers from the 20-member Ministerial 
Alliance. 

"We feel this partnership will be a real 
inspiration and are excited by the involvement 

• of the city, Ministerial Alliance and Baptist 
• Healthcare, our first corporate sponsor in 
Shelby County," said Smith. ''We plan to use 
this in the future to challenge other groups and 
corporations. We hope this is the springboard 
to get others involved." 

"Baptist Healthcare System is pleased 
to be able to play a small role in this commu­
nity outreach project and we salute all the 
volunteers who will make this Habitat for 
Humanity home a reality," said Edgar D. 
Vaughn, president and chief executive officer. 

Since its establishment in late 1990, 
the Habitat for Humanity affiliate in Shelby­
ville has built three homes. As with all Habitat 
building projects, the goal of the local affiliate's 
mid-April blitz is to relocate individuals out of 
substandard housing. Typically, such homes 
have inadequate heating and plumbing, poor 
insulation and are in general disrepair. 

It's a goal in tune with the interna­
tional Habitat for Humanity organization, 
said J. Howard Griffith, senior pastor, First 
Christian Church of Shelbyville and member 
of the Ministerial Alliance. 

"One house at a time, we look to do 
it in a way that provides dignity for the new 
homeowner. It's-not a handout, it's a hand up," 
Dr. Griffith said. 

The helping hands for the April blitz 
will be coordinated by a Ministerial Alliance 
task force chaired by the Rev. ·Ray Farrow, pas­
tor of Waddy Baptist Church in Waddy. The 
task force will serve as general contractor and 
then look within the churches represented by 
the Ministerial Alliance for subcontractors, 
including plumbers, electricians and painters, 
to finish the home. With the congregations of 
the churches heavily involved, along with the 
expected participation of other Habitat affiliates 
across the Commonwealth, Dr. Griffith antici­
pates the blitz will draw hundreds of volunteers. 
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Cooperative effort 
drives Shelbyville· Habitat 
for Humanity hammers 

Habitat for Humanity partners (left to right) J. Howard Griffith, senior pastor, 
First Christian Church of Shelbyville; Mayor Neil Hackworth; Jim Smith, 
president of Habitat; and Alan McLaughlin, Baptist Healthcare System, 
review plans for the April 16 and 17 building blitz. 

"It all comes together in a miraculous 
sort of way. There's a hurdle and the right 
person steps forward with the know-how and 
it gets done," Dr. Griffith said. 

Habitat for Humanity also involves 
the future homeowner. Homeowners must 
qualify for their loans and make the interest­
free mortgage payments over a fixed period. In 
addition, they must contribute 500 hours of 
"sweat equity" working on Habitat homes. 

For the community as a whole, Habitat 
for Humanity is an "uplifting experience," said 
Shelbyville Mayor Neil Hackworth. "It's an 
opportunity for the community to pull together 
on a project that fulfills a real need." 
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