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Child abuse

This week’s Recorder
features a package of
articles about the
traumas of child abuse in
Kentucky and beyond.
Seepages 1,5,6 & 7.

Ferguson retiring
Milton Ferguson has
announced his
retirement as president
of Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
_ Kansas City, Mo.

See page 2.

Dilday for president?
Russell Dilday, recently
fired president of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas, says
he doesn’t plan to be a
candidate for the
presidency of the
Southern Baptist
Convention this summer,
despite attempts to draft
him. See page 2.

“Youthguake™ hits
More than 300 West
Kentucky teens gathered
for the third annual
“Youthquake” assembly
in Barlow. See page 3.

Editorial

~ Forget “big” problems;
focus on helping kids.

- See page 5.

Persecution predicted

~ Open persecution of
evangelicals is now far
away in Russia and
some of its former
Republics, according to
an evangelical leader.
See page 8.

Missionaries safe

All Southern Baptist
missionaries are safely
out of Rwanda, despite
sometimes harrowing
escapes. See page 9.
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Kentuckians’

mission trip

includes unexpected leg

By Polly Ward
Floyd County Times

ALLEN—When Pastor Mark
Tackett and layman Reed Volk of
Pleasant Home Baptist Church near

Prestonsburg went on a three-week

foreign mission trip to Romania Feb.
20, they took with them $30,000
worth of medicine and medical sup-
plies donated by area medical person-
nel.

The pair was on a mission of mer-
cy, dispensing medicine and the gos-
pel to people who needed both.

Little did they know that they
would bring back with them the hopes
and dreams of one Romanian man
who needed a miracle. And an artifi-
cial leg.

Tackett remembers well his en-
counter with the man.

“I was preaching at a church and
the people were sharing their mala-
dies and misfortunes,” Tackett said.
“This man had so much hope. He had
saved money a long time for a pros-
thetic leg from the knee down, which
was six month’s wages (about $300).
He got it, and it broke in the first
week.

“He shared with us what bad shape
he was in and how hurt he was and he
asked, would we bring the leg back to
America or send him another leg?”
Tackett continued.

“He had so much hope and confi-
dence. ... The man told us, ‘If you
have come this far to help, make a
commitment to help me. I cannot af-
ford another leg.’

“There was no way to refuse him.
I said, ‘Absolutely, we’ll take the leg
back. I don’t know anything about it
(getting a prosthesis fixed), but in the
name of the Lord, we will try to help
you 9299

When Tackett returned home
March 10, he had with him the artifi-
cial leg, a crude prosthetic device that
consists of a brown leather lace-up
boot supported by bands of metal
with a wooden foot attached.
~ “Itlooks like something that came
from the (American) Civil War era,”
he commented, adding that he had
found someone to fix the device: “A
blacksmith in J ohnson County said he
will redo it for us.’

Beyond that, Tackett said, heisn’t
sure what to do, except to take the re-

3 See Mission trip includes ..., page 3
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RINGS OF PRAYER Foreign Mission Board President Jerry Rankin and children from
Oakton Baptist Church in Chantilly, Va., seem to be drowning in the links of a 300-foot
prayer chain the church’s children constructed over a three-month period last fall. The
youngsters and their leaders recently presented the chain to Rankin. It contains the names
of nearly 4,000 missionaries and their fields of service written on constructlon paper
links. (BP photo by Don Rutledge)

A new form of chlld abuse Society’s neglect of children

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Americans are collectively abus-
ing many of the nation’s children by
neglect, according to a growing cho-
rus of researchers, social workers and
children’s advocates.

“The quality of childhood is dete-
riorating, and every caring American
knows something is wrong,” asserts
Margaret Brodkin, executive director
of Coleman Advocates for Children
and Youth in San Francisco.

“Many parents spend so much
time scrambling between jobs and
child care that they have almost no
time to talk to children about what
they want for lunch, much less ex-
plore what they think and feel ”” Brod-
kin adds.

A “quiet crisis” afflicts America’s
youngest children, and society must
take more responsibility, declares a
132-page report released last week by
the Carnegie Corp. of New York. “It
is time to sound—and answer—the
alarm about the neglect of our na-
tion’s youngest children and their

families.”

“Children and youth in Amenca
today confront an array of challenges
and difficulties. ... These difficulties
are the consequences.of choices soci-
ety has made and values embraced,”
writes Diana Garland, dean of the
school of social work at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, in her
book “Precious In His Sight.”

“We know that every
dollar spent on
Head Start saves
three dollars later
in remedial educa-
tion and medical
care, yet this coun-
try has never fully
funded = Head
Start,” notes Larry
Owens, director of
family services
for  Kentucky
Baptist Homes for
Children. “When you know that
something works, yet you don’t do it,
1 guess that is a form of child neglect.”

In last year’s much-quoted Atlan-
tic Monthly article, “Dan Quayle Was

Right,” Barbara Dafoe Whitehead
contends society’s problems are part-
ly attributable to the growing selfish-
ness of American adults. “What had
once been regarded as hostile to chil-
dren’s best interests (is) now consid-
ered essential to adults’ happiness,”
she asserts.

“Many adults today
want to believe that
whatever is best for
them is also best for
kids,” she adds in an
interview. “But one of
the things that’s very
clear is that adults’ in-
terests and children’s

needs are not the
same.”

Adults must sac-
rifice in order to
provide for-their
children, she ex-
plains. “It has
been a distinctive part of our national
tradition to sacrifice for children so
that each generation will be better off

- than their parents. That is, until the

current generation.”

Statistical evidence of the chal-
lenges faced by modern children has
been widely reported:

B American children are more like-
ly to be poor, drug-dependent, preg-
nant, murdered or incarcerated than
children in any other industrialized
nation.

l Nearly 70 percent of all childcare
workers earn less than the average
parking lot attendant.

I One-fourth of all births in the
United States today are to unwed
mothers.

l One-fourth of American children
under age 3 live in families with in-
comes below the federal poverty lev-
elé

0 In the United States, nine of ev-
ery 1,000 infants die before they reach
their first birthday—a mortality rate
higher than that of 19 other nations.

I Most U.S. kids spend three hours
or more a day sitting passively in front
of the television. 4

0 Teen suicides have tripled in the
last 30 years.

But the time has come to move
0 See A new form ..., page 7



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M The governing board
of the Baptist General
-Association of Virginia
passed a resolution April
13 decrying the firing of
Russell Dilday as
president of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary
and affirming the
investment policies of
the Southern Baptist
Annuity Board.

W Officials of the
Southern Baptist
Christian Life
Commission have sent a
four-page letter severely
criticizing three editorials
in the Biblical Recorder,
newsjournal of the
Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina, to
every-Baptist pastor in
the state. This is believed
to be the first time an
SBC agency has sent a
letter to state pastors
“criticizing a state agency.
The commission’s
Mareh 15 letter was sent
to 3,547 pastors at a
cost of about $1,300.

] Rate§ will not change

at mid-year for any of -

the Southern Baptist
Annuity Board’s medical
plans in the Personal
Security Program and
-Seminarian Security
Program. Rates in the
Annuity Board plans
have not changed in

~ almost two years,
despite industry-wide
increases of about 16
percent, Annuity Board
officials said.

- M Trustees of the
Southern Baptist Radio
& Television
-Commission voted to
change the agency's

"~ name to
Communications
Commission of the

Southern Baptist -

Convention last week.
The SBC Executive

Committee will be asked -

to approve revising the
_commission’s charter to
— reflect the name change.
In other acfion, trustees

re-elected Wyman

Copass, pastor of Yellow
Creek Baptist Church in
Owensboro, as first vice

chairman.
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Dilday asked to run for office; endorses Henry instead

FORT WORTH, Texas—Russell
Dilday has been asked to run for the
presidency of the Southern Baptist
Convention but instead has endorsed
Florida pastor Jim Henry as a candi-
date.

Henry, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Orlando, Fla., previously
had announced his intention to run for
office when the SBC meets in his
hometown this June. His likely oppo-
nent is Fred Wolfe, pastor of Cottage
Hill Baptist Church in Mobile, Ala.,
and current chairman of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee.

Dilday confirmed April 14 that
many Southern Baptists disturbed by
his firing as president of Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary
have asked him to allow his nomina-
tion for SBC president.

But Dilday said Henry is better
able to represent Baptists angry with
the SBC’s current conservative lead-
ership, which has controlled the pres-
idency and the SBC since 1979.

Most recently a director of mis-
sions in Silva, N.C., pleaded for Dil-

‘Reconcilation

day to be a candidate in an open letter
to Dilday and Baptist news media
April 14.

“It is time for Southern Baptists to
decide that both conservatives and

moderates will share equally in the

governance of the convention,” wrote
John Reid, director of missions for the
Tuckaseigee Baptist Association in
North Carolina.
Reid said he wanted to “put for-
ard” the idea of Dilday running and
see what people think about it.

“I told him neither yes nor no,”
Dilday said of his response to Reid.
“If I had to make that decision right
now, it would be no.”

Both men already in the presiden-
tial race are considered conservatives,
but Henry is less involved than Wolfe
in denominational politicking. Henry
is seen as an alternative to the close-
knit conservative power structure,
which has endorsed Wolfe.

With Henry in the race, Dilday
said, no other candidate is needed.

Henry’s candidacy represents “a

strong wave that is calling the con-

meeting nixed

Seminary the past 21
years, has announced his
retirement effective July ¢
31, 1996. )
Ferguson, who will
turn 66 next month, made
the announcement April
" 18 during the first session
of a two-day trustee meet-
ing in Kansas City.

Ferguson

His plan was affirmed the night
- before by the trustee executive
committee, who emphasized the

Ferguson sets retirement for 1996

- KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)—
Milton Ferguson, president of initiative.
Midwestern Baptist Theological

retirement was at Ferguson’s own

Ferguson said he does not plan .
to be a lame duck presi-
dent the next two.years but
will be “aggressive and
strong” in the interim peri-

“od. 2

Trustees were to begin

; preliminary steps in a

#- search process for Fergu-
“son’s successor as the

Western: Recorder went to

press Monday morning, April 18.

Further developments will be re-

ported in next week’s issue.

vention back to a constructive conser-
vatism,” Dilday said. “I have great
confidence in Jim Henry’s willing-
ness to be the leader” of that move-
ment.

In other news related to Dilday’s
firing March 9 by Southwestern trust-
ees, the seminary’s faculty bought a
full-page ad in the Baptist Standard’s
April 20 issue'to defend Dilday. The
Standard is the official newspaper of

the Baptist General Convention of -

Texas.

Dilday “strongly affirms tradition-
al, conservative Southern Baptist
views of the Scripture,” the faculty
wrote in the statement, intended to be
a rebuttal of charges leveled against
Dilday by trustees.

A separate document from the
school’s music dean also challenges
trustee accusations that the semi-
nary’s music curriculum is “out of
step with church music as revered and
sung in most Southern Baptist con-
gregations.” '

Dean James McKinney said trust-
ees earlier had affirmed the music
school after conducting a thorough
investigation of its programs. Further,
the music school has made some
changes, he said, such as adding
courses in evangelistic music, evan-
gelistic piano playing, instrumental

arranging, pageants and electronic

media.

Leading the criticism of the music
school has been trustee secretary T.
Bob Davis, a professional dentist and
amateur pianist.

Of Davis’ criticism, McKmney_

wrote: “Perhaps it should be pointed

out that these harsh criticisms were
made by a person who has never
served as a full-time minister of mu-
sic in a church, who has no under-
graduate preparation in music, who
plays the piano in a style that was
fashionable in the 1950s, who has
limited music-reading ability, but
who has set himself up as judge and
jury on how to train church musi-
cians.”

Citing growth in the seminary’s
music program, McKinney asked, “If
the ‘music curriculum is out of step’
as stated by trustee Davis, why are so
many churches wanting our graduates
and why are so many students want-
ing to enroll here?”

The statements of both the faculty
and the music school faculty will be
included in a mailing from Dilday
supporters to all Southern Baptist
churches—an attempt to counter a
similar mailing from trustees.

Kenneth Cooper, a Dilday sup-
porter and former chairman of the
seminary’s advisory council, along
with other members of the council,
raised the $18,000 required for the lat-
est mailing.

Meanwhile, the trustee chairman
of the presidential search committee,
Miles Seaborn of Fort Worth, has
named a professor and student to
serve as advisory members of the
committee. The appointees are Curtis
Vaughan, distinguished professor of
New Testament, and Paul Robertson,
a 32-year-old theology student from
Athens, Ga.

Comptled from Assoctated Baptist
Press and Baptist Press reports

. THE GOMBINATION DUNKING BOOTH AND

- BAPTISMAL SERIICE. WAS A SUcCessFUL.

- Yourd FUNDRAISER. ... YET NOT WiTHOUT
. SoME (oNTRoVERSY




KENTUCKY

Religious liberty focus of Kentucky Fellowship event

By Marv Knox
Editor

ERLANGER—Baptists must
work to preserve religious liberty in
America, participants at the Kentucky
Baptist Fellowship annual meeting
were told.

“Proclaim Liberty” was the theme
for the meeting, which attracted about
175 moderate Kentucky Baptists to
Erlanger Baptist Church in Erlanger
April 16.

“There was a time when Baptists
were very concerned about religious
liberty and separation between Bap-
tists and (national) flags,” said Allen
Walworth, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Huntsville, Ala.

That was when Baptists were a
minority “on the outside of the plexi-
glass of power looking in.” But the
perspective has changed for many
Baptists, now that they are a majority
group, he added, quoting historian
Martin Marty’s description of Bap-
tists as “the Catholic Church of the
South.”

As aminority group, Baptists were
concerned for religious tolerance, he
said, noting Baptists were pivotal in
urging James Madison to include the
religion clauses in the First Amend-
ment.

Now, however, many Baptists
want to flex their majority-status mus-
cles by forcing others to conform to
their views, he charged. And he
warned, “It is important to remember
that what was right when you were
small is right when you are large.”

As a majority religion, Baptists
must play a special role in preserving
religious liberty, Walworth stressed.

Mission trip mcludes an unexpected Ieg

Continued from page 1
done prosthesis to an artificial limb
manufacturer and see what happens.

“Anyone who has any advice
about what to do and would donate
-services or give us a good deal, we’d
welcome their help ... . One way or
another, I’'m going to see that he gets
aleg. Then I will take it or send it back
to him.”

Tackett, 36, and Volk, 46, a phar-
macist at the Paintsville Wal-Mart,
said they were struck by the poverty
of Romania.

“Our poorest person here has more
than the average person there. The
average salary there is $50 a month,”
Volk explained, noting that stores in
the former communist country are, for
the most part, “empty” of groceries
and goods.

“Romania has the worst conditions
I have ever seen in my life,” Tackett
added.

Tackett and Volk joined a former
Romanian physician, whom Tackett
had met in the United States, to com-
plete the mission team.

They traveled throughout Roma-
nia visiting clinics and hospitals
where the doctor treated patients and
Volk dispensed drugs and medical
supplies. Through a translator, Tack-
ett preached on the streets and in
churches to overflow crowds.

“Businessmen in Prestonsburg and
Martin gave financially to buy Bibles

“We have the privilege to defend it;
we have the power to destroy it.”

Molly Marshall, associate profes-
sor of Christian theology at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, amplified that theme. She
quoted the Apostle Paul, who urged
fellow Christians to “stand firm in
freedom” while reminding them they
were slaves.

“Christians are to experience a
voluntary subjection to Christ and
others, offered freely,” she said, not-
ing that was the model for servant
leadership and personal relationship
found in Christ. “It is God who comes
to us in the form of a slave who
grounds our identity as slaves.”

Following Christ in voluntary en-
slavement is not without cost, Mar-
shall conceded. “This form of en-
slavement may require more invest-
ment in our brothers and sisters than
we might have calculated. ... You and
I cannot do that without the grace of
God.”

Protecting religious liberty is the
ongoing concern of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs, said
James Dunn, executive director of the
Washington-based organization.

People who have been “baptisti-
fied” value religious liberty, Dunn
said, explaining they are people who
affirm soul freedom; interpret the Bi-
ble for themselves; believe people
“come to God freely, with no pope or
bishop”; practice congregational pol-
ity; and acknowledge honest differ-
ences, realizing “everybody has the
right to be wrong.”

“We demand that same freedom
for others, no matter how goofy their
beliefs may be,” he said.

A LEG UP Mark Tackett, pastor of P/easanHom Baptist Church nea Prestbhsbdrg; .;nd

Dunn praised the group of Ken-
tucky Baptists who launched a plan to
raise a $200,000 endowment for the
Baptist Joint Committee after the
Kentucky Baptist Convention re-
versed its decision to create a similar
fund.

Later in the day, the Kentucky Fel-
lowship voted unanimously to en-
dorse the endowment.

Participants also heard a report
from the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, a 3-year-old organization of
moderate Southern Baptists disaffect-
ed by the rightward shift of their na-
tional convention.

“When people ask me how the
Fellowship is doing, I say as with
Jesus, ‘Come and see,’” reported
David Wilkinson, the organization’s
communications coordinator. He re-
ported the Fellowship now sponsors
31 missionaries who primarily work
with groups of people unreached by
the Christian gospel.

He described ministries to Gypsies
in eastern Europe, a multinational
community in Atlanta and victims of
Hurricane Andrew in Miami.

Acknowledging the Fellowship
began as a reaction to denominational
strife, he insisted it is growing, “not
as a reaction to the SBC, but due to
the winsomeness of the Fellowship.”

The Kentucky Fellowship’s out-
going president, Steve Hadden, also
noted the movement was founded as
a reaction to SBC discord.

“We are children of a domestic
dispute,” said Hadden, pastor of Faith
Baptist Church in Georgetown. “We
did not create this family problem.
We were born because of this prob-
lem.”

layman Reed Volk hold up an artificial leg they are attempting to get repaired for Roma-
nian man they met on a recent mission trip. (Photo by Ed Taylor)

and supplies” to distribute in Roma-
nia, Tackett said. “Owning a Bible is
a luxury there. We gave out a lot.

“The churches were packed,” the
pastor explained of his preaching ex-
perience. “Some were so crowded
that people stood outside to listen.
Some sat on the pulpit with me. All
doors, all windows were filled with
people. Altogether, we had 170 peo-
ple to make commitments to Christ
that were documented.”

The trip to Romania—Tackett’s
first overseas mission trip—was in-
spired by a church conference, he

said. “At the conference, the speakers
were challenging the church to make
an impact. Some of the leaders at
church took it to heart.”

The team paid all their trip expens-
es and members of Pleasant Home, a
congregation of about 250, collected
the medical supplies and funds for
Bibles and religious tracts. A nurse
who is a member of the church donat-
ed 5,000 hypodermic needles.

“This was a great adventure,”
Tackett said. “It’s an opportunity to
show everyone that you don’t have to
be a mega-church to reach out.”

Stressing that the controversy out
of which the Fellowship was born
was a national dispute, he warned that
it has implications for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

“While the battle for the SBC is
over, it is spreading to the KBC as
promised,” he said. “We should give
the inquisitors credit for keeping their
promise: ‘First the SBC, then the
states.””

While noting political events with-
in the denomination sometimes call
for reaction, Hadden urged the Ken-
tucky Fellowship to do more.

He urged the Fellowship to stand
firm in support for the KBC and its
agencies and institutions and to “cry
out and say something” when they are
attacked.

In its business session, the Ken-
tucky Fellowship:

1 Elected Greg Brooks, pastor of
Immanuel Baptist Church in Frank-
fort, as president.

'l Re-elected three other officers—
Jo Garnett of Danville, vice president;
Geneva Muntz of Paris, secretary; and
Frank Hatfield of Shepherdsville,
treasurer.

Il Elected 16 new members of the
state board, with terms to expire in
1997: Bob Baker, Lexington; Ruth
Ann Boyles and Greg Brooks, Frank-
fort; Margaret Brooks, Harrodsburg;
Jamie Broome, Paducah; Reba Cobb,
Louisville; Bill Crosby, Erlanger;
Chauncey Daley, Louisville; Jerry
Dooley, Louisville; Jo Garnett, Dan-
ville; Mary Louise Jenkins, Branden-
burg; Emest Martin, Danville; Phyllis
McCoy, Louisville; Dwight Moody,
Owensboro; Jim Weaver, Madison-
ville; and Bruce Hardy, Louisville.

~ assembly.

_ God through Jesus.

weistllreiimcky

, BARLOW——Ju weeks after revival broke out at “Teer
Quest '94" in Carlisle and Hickman counties, “Youthquak
hit Ballard, Marshall and McCracken counties.
“More than 300 youth met in March at First Baptis
_ Church of Barlow for the thnrd annual “Youthquake"

. S professmhs of falth in Jesus Chnst were recorded
- and all youth present were challenged to g|ve their hves to

_ Ricky Cunningham, pastor of Hardln Baptlst Church to
~ the teens that through alcohol and popular promotion of

. “safe sex,” they may become in bondage to their peers.
. _Companng them to. the Israehtes in Egyptlan bondage

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

M The deadline for
contributing to a
collection of reflections
on the life of Barkley
Moore has been
extended. Moore was
president of Oneida
Baptist Institute in
Oneida until his death in
January. Submissions
will be accepted until
May 1, and should be
sent to Joel Rackley at
Bethlehem Baptist
Church, 7138 Perryville
Rd., Springfield, Ky.
40069.

B Correction: The
Kentucky Kernels item in
last week’s Recorder
contained an error. It
said Kentucky’s
population is projected
to increase from 1.38
million in 1990 to 1.66
million in 2020. Those
numbers reflect the
number of Kentucky
households, not the
population.
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Sad day

It is a sad day when the kind and
loving moderates begin to refer to
conservative Christians as those with
“demonic spirits who could teach the
Sadducees and Pharisees” (WR,
March 29).

It is a sad day when the kind and
loving moderates begin to compare
conservative Chris-
tians to those who
led the “Spanish In-
quisition, the Salem
witch trials, Nazis and communists”
(WR, March 29).

It is even a sadder day when the
Western Recorder will print such un-
kind and unloving letters.

Roy S. Faulkner
London

Ashamed of name

The disgrace of our denomination
is astounding. Fundamentalism has
made me ashamed to be called Bap-
tist.

We are now witnessing the de-
struction of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention from within by the weight of
the leaderships’ own self-righteous
political tactics. They would make the

Pharisees proud.

When political issues become the
No. 1 priority of the convention, it no
longer exists as a sovereign entity and
tool of the Lord’s work. Presently, it
is no more than a platform for far-
right dogma and intimidation. T real-
ize I am not expressing the “religious-
ly correct” viewpoint the convention
supports, but it needs to be said. It is
now open season on those who dare
disagree, and the result is the whole-
sale slaughter of traditional Baptist
beliefs and values.

On most social and theological is-
sues, there appears to be only one ac-

BAPTIST FORUM

ceptable position to conservatives.
When were they anointed as the di-
vine last word on all matters concern-
ing man? If we have to rely on pas-
tors and church leaders to make these
decisions for us, we might as well
elect a pope!

I praise all those humble servants
within our churches who persevere in
their callings while these dark days in
our denomination
continue. God’s
love is unlimited
and much greater
than petty politics. Keep the faith, not
in man-made institutions, but in the
loving spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Tim Hall
Henderson

True integrity

A maxim has served the leadership
of the conservative resurgence in the
Southern Baptist Convention very
well: “Every liberal (moderate) has
his price.”

Time and time again, moderate
leaders under fire have taken the mon-
ey—retiring or resigning their posi-
tions rather than taking a stand for
what they claim to believe in so
strongly.

By rejecting the offer of the trust-
ees of Southwestern Seminary to buy
him off, Russell Dilday proved that
there is an exception to this rule. Iron-
ic, isn’t it, that with all of the moder-
ates’ talk of integrity, it is the most
conservative leader of the moderates
who has shown-what true integrity is
all about.

Congratulations to Russell Dilday!

Michael Barley
Louisville

Get back on track

Some years ago, we millions of

Southern Baptists allowed one wom-
an to take prayer out of school. Now
look at our schools, our homes and
our families.

We’re shocked at the violence in
schools, babies’ lives being taken dai-
ly by abortion and the spreading of
AIDS.

Where are we as Christians? Too
busy fighting our power struggles,
worrying about the Southern Baptist
Convention.

I think we Christians should get
our house in order, worry about get-
ting back on track for Jesus.

Dorothy Schroader
Lewisport

Thanks for help

We appreciate help from the Ken-
tucky Baptist disaster relief volun-
teers in clearing our trees.

The Henry Clay Estate is managed
by a non-profit foundation that has
had incredible expenses in the last
three years due to major renovation
and serious storm damage. The
March 9 ice storm brought down ma-
jor portions of most of our 100-plus-
year-old trees. Even with 70 volun-
teers from the neighborhood the pre-
vious weekend, we only made it
through half of our task. So, when
Mike Klein and company responded
to my call and said there would be
help, I was greatly relieved.

You have such good and kind vol-
unteers to leave the comfort of their
own homes to help people just be-
cause they need help. We’re well on
our way to recovery now, thanks to
all the great help we received.

On behalf of the Henry Clay Me-
morial Foundation, thank you for
your organization and good work. .

Terry Green, executive director
Henry Clay Foundation
Lexington

Helpful ideas for good reading

My friend and colleague, Mark
Short, executive director of the Loui-
siana Baptist Convention, has pre-
pared another year’s book list of pre-
ferred reading.

The list includes 60 volumes and
his brief comments. Space limitations
provide me opportunity to list only a
few. If the reader would like the full
list, simply write my office for a copy.

I “On Being a Servant
of God,” by Warren
Wiersbe, Nelson. The au-
thor has written over 100
books, and this is among
his best. These brief con-
versations help us under-
stand the basic principles
in serving others in God’s
name. This is a delightful
study in servanthood.

B “The Pastor’s Com-
plete Guide to Personal Fi-
nancial Planning,” by Bert

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

en each of us in dealing with life’s
problems; a fine gift for a family suf-
fering from illness.

I “Enjoying Your Best Years,” by
J. Oswalt Sanders, Discovery House
Publishers. He finished this little
book, subtitled “Staying Young
While Growing Older,” in his 90th
year, shortly before his death. This is
an outstanding study of aging and our

Christian belief.

I “Strategies for
Change,” by Lyle Schal-
ler, Abingdon. Schaller
has written over 80 books,
but this might just be his
best. Do you have difficul-

“ty in bringing about
change in your congrega-
tion? This helpful book
will give you a strategy to
get your church moving.

I “Marriage Savers,”
by Michael J. McManus,

Akin, Nelson. Undoubted-
ly the finest book I've read on help-
ing the minister with finances. “Con-
cise, clear and correct” is the descrip-
tion that goes with this book.

I “When a Hug Won’t Fix the
Hurt,” by Karen Dockery, Victor
Books. Karen and Bill Dockery have
two school-age children—one with

leukemia and the other with a severe -

hearing loss. Out of this experience,
she gives us a book that will strength-
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Zondervan. The subtitle
reads, “Helping Your Friends and
Family Stay Married.” This book
should be in every church and pas-
tor’s library.

B “When Life Tumbles In,” by C.
Welton Gaddy, Westminster/John
Knox Press. Gaddy, pastor of North-
minster Baptist Church in Monroe,
La., uses firsthand knowledge and
experiences in helping deal with the
pain of a major crisis.

B “One-Sided Christianity?” by
Ronald J. Sider, Zondervan. The au-
thor effectively leads through the dif-
ficulties which sometimes arise in
combining social concern and evan-
gelism. He makes a biblical case for
balance. This book will help the be-
liever in uniting the church to heal a
lost and broken world.

B “50 Practical Ways to Take Our
Kids Back from the World,” by
Michael J. McManus, Tyndale. Here
is a practical guide to raising children
in a world where ungodly influences
abound. Parents, youth workers and
grandparents need to read this book.

I “Preparing for the Twenty-First
Century,” by Paul Kennedy, Random
House. The author is professor of his-
tory at Yale and is an expert on inter-
national affairs. This soaring book
looks back and looks forward as he
deals with our scarce resources and
exploding population. Leaders should
read this book.

I “More Children’s Sermons,” by
Bucky Dann, John Knox Press. This
is the third book on children’s ser-
mons written by Bucky Dann, a
Methodist minister. They are helpful
and are an improvement from what
one hears in many of our churches
Sunday after Sunday.

Happy and profitable reading!

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

~ age about 20 hours per wi
- If thisinformation temp _
_ to keep a secret time score on
_ yourself and your partner, resist

_the temptation. Trying to divide
_ chores up evenly does not really
- solve the problem. There simply
18 more to do in most families

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE

and homes than can be managed

~ well by only two adulis,

Unfortunately, we usually
launch a discussion of home-
work when we are tired, often
with some angry challenge. This
rarely makes for creative prob-
leni-solving: Instead, make time
to talk with your partner when
you are not tired. If you are afraid
you will argue, go for a cup of

__coffee at a restaurant. Few of us

raise our voices and stomp out in

_ front of other people!

Look carefully at everything

each of you is doing. Be sure to

look carefully at all the responsi- -
bilities of your partner. Then de-
cide together if you can juggle

_ these responsibilities better. Ex-

periment with trading some of

- them for a week. Decide what

you can simply “not do” in order

_ to have time for the important
- things. Some people have
. learned a house can go for two .
- weeks (or more) without being

_ vacuumed, or they can entertain

 friends by having pizza delivered
_ instead of spending a precious

_ Saturday afternoon cooking. :

- Whatever you decide, your
plan will not work forever. Stress
will build again. Talk it through.
Protect that which is most impor-
tant, that to which God has called
you as partners. All the rest is

_ secondary.

Diana Garland is dean of the
Carver School of Church Social
Work and director of the Gheens
Center for Christian Family Minis-
try at Southern Baptist Seminary.

B Send your questions about
children, teens, marriage, singles

~ or aging to “Family Forum,”

Western Recorder, Box 43969,

_ Louisville, Ky. 40253,



EDITORIALS

Forget ‘big’ problems; focus on helping the kids

Sometimes people treat the problems facing America’s children like
the weather: Complain loudly and act as if nothing can be done.

And sometimes those “kid problems” seem as overwhelming, perva-
sive and uncontrollable as stormy weather. What can we really do about
all 24,121 confirmed cases of child abuse in Kentucky last year? How
can we help 60 percent of all children under age 18 who will live with a
single parent for a significant part of their growing-up years? The pack-
age of stories on children in this week’s Western Recorder illustrates the
magnitude of the crisis.

But blizzards, tornadoes and rainy Saturdays aren’t the same as pov-
erty, illiteracy and neglect. Of course, you can’t stop the temperature
from falling, but you can make sure a child has warm clothes and heat in
her apartment. You can’t turn back a hurricane, but you can help a child
learn to read. Like the weather, we can’t do much about all the problems
afflicting children in our society. In human terms, however, each of us
can reach out to a single child or family and make a difference. And if all
of us work on an individual scale, collectively we can improve the situ-
ations of significant numbers of children.

Toward the end of World War I, after he already had saved the lives
of 1,100 Jews, Oscar Schindler recognized the significance of small-
scale efforts. Noticing the valuable possessions he still owned, he real-
ized he could have bartered them for still more human lives; one for this,
three for that. The little efforts would have yielded infinite value—in
human terms.

Margaret Brodkin knows the value of individual effort translated into
human terms.-As executive director of Coleman Advocates for Children
and Youth in San Francisco, she has edited a book, “Every Kid Counts,”
crammed full of ideas for making a difference in the lives of America’s
children. They’re actions that can be accomplished by individuals and
small groups. Among them:

 Buy a children’s book for your local library.

0§ Donate a used toy, musical instrument, art supply or article of cloth—
ing to a day-care center or shelter for homeless families.

I Teach your child how to watch commercials and recognize their
manipulation techniques.

B Read to a child, listen to a ch11d read, subscribe to a book club for a
child.

B Become a volunteer tutor.

l Send a kid to camp.

B Help build or remodel a playground.

B “Adopt” a child-care center and give your time and/or resources.

B Sponsor a child’s participation in services offered by an organiza-
tion in your community that helps low-income children and families.

I Help an over-stressed parent or parents by taking the kids for an
evening.

B Volunteer at a child-abuse hotline.

0 Offer to help a family with a disabled child.

0 Provide a scholarship so a child can go to a concert or play.

B Donate your time and/or food to a local soup kitchen or food pantry.

0 Encourage local businesses to hire youth.

B Model appropriate behavior by showing respect for others, particu-
larly minorities and disadvantaged people.

§ Work to restrict alcohol advertising in your town.

1 Help underwrite an uninsured child’s health-care needs.

l Join a conflict-resolution group.

B Start a bicycle-helmet or car-seat loaner program.

0 Buy and install smoke detectors for your home and the home of a
friend with children. ;

I Volunteer in a shelter for homeless children and families, and take
your children with you.

B Participate in a Habitat for Humanity (or Kentucky Changers)
project to build affordable housing.

§ Become a foster parent.

} Help children plant a garden.

B “Adopt” a single parent or adolescent mother.

B Attend forums for political candidates and ask about their positions
on issues concerning children.

If these ideas still sound overwhelming, don’t feel like you must take
them on yourself. Consider teaming up with your Sunday school class or
other church group. Together, you can round up the resources and moral
support needed to take up and maintain the challenge.

And while you’re thinking about church, don’t forget the ways you
can make a difference in young lives through your congregation. Sun-
day school, discipleship training, missions organizations, parents’ night
out sessions and other church programs provide bountiful opportunities
for helping children find nurture and realize that God and other people
love them.

Go ahead and volunteer (but don’t forget to care for your own chil-
dren). You can be the hands, arms and voice of God to a child.

Marv Knox

Write a letter for ‘Christy’

If you’ve ever complained about lousy television, now’s the time to
put up or shut up.
Beginning with its Easter pilot, CBS has broadcast “Christy” each

Thursday night. The show is based on Catherine Marshall’s stirring nov-

el. Its heroine is a young schoolteacher in the Tennessee mountains
whose Christian faith and love for people propels her to devote her life to
educating Appalachian children.

It’s a great show. The plot and dialogue are thoughtful and moving.
The acting and directing are stirring. The mountain scenery is breathtak-
ing. And—surprising for commercial television—Christian faith is tak-
en seriously.

But you can’t take “Christy” for granted. Like “Against the Grain,” a

~ fine family drama that premiered last fall, the show could be gone in a

season. That’s why CBS needs to hear from supportive viewers. Write
to: Jeff Sagansky, President, CBS Entertainment, CBS TV City, 7800 .
Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90036.

Marv Knox

Don’t let the
immensity of the
problems facing
America’s children
scare you into
paralysis. Take the
initiative to help
one child or family.
You can make a
difference.

If you don’t write a
letter to keep a
wholesome show
like “Christy” on
the air, don’t gripe
the next time TV
makes you sick.
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CHILDREN

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Inadequate parenting skills are the
primary cause of child abuse, accord-
ing to two investigators of abuse cas-
es. :
This includes failing to supervise
children and holding unrealistic ex-
pectations for children, said Crystal
Collins and Joel Griffith, child protec-

What constitutes chlld abuse"

Accordmg to Kentucky law » -
~ W Physical abuse is-any type of pumshment to a chlld that .
results in injury to the Chlld or substantnal risk of_senous

harm.

. “Anytime you re spanklng a child to where you re leavmg ' :,
, marks or bruises, you're h ttmg too hard ” said qul Griffith of A

the Kentucky Cabinet for Hu

,consxder it abuse if someo

assess, due to va'rymg standard
 Griffith said. “We avoid becoming a cultura,

M Sexual abuse is any contz
that involves sexual gratification of the alleged perpetrator

This includes fondlmg, expostire, showing pornographic
films to children, using children in pornographic
: photogfaphy, maklng sexual proposatlons to a 'Id

}church urged to wake up to trauma of child

Kentuckyschﬂdren often face the' eat st th
in their own homes. :
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tion specialists with the Kentucky
Cabinet for Human Resources.

For example, a parent may unreal-
istically expect a young child to be
able to control crying or urinating,
Collins said.

The situation may be compound-
ed if the parent was the victim of child
abuse at the hands of his or her own
parent, she added. Statistics generally
show that children raised in violent
homes learn violent behavior as a nor-
mal part of life.

And common stresses
such as continuous-
ly having sole re-
sponsibility for the
children, living in
poverty or living in
social isolation fur-
ther compound the
risk, Collins said.

Also. a high
correlation exists
between sub-
stance abuse and
child abuse; Grif-
fith said. Abuse of alcohol and other
drugs was cited in more than 3,500
child abuse incidents in Kentucky last
year, most frequently in cases of ne-
glect and physical abuse.

However, substance abuse isn’t
often a factor in child sexual abuse,
Griffith said, although some perpetra-
tors may use it as a rationalization.

Sometimes, even otherwise well-
prepared parents can slip into the role
of child abusers, Griffith said.

As a field investigator of child
abuse reports. for six years, Griffith

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Statistics about sexual abuse of

children in Kentucky reveal a good*

news-bad news report.

First the good news: Child sexual -

abuse accounts for the smallest por-
tion of all reported abuse cases, ap-
pearing to touch less than 1 percent of
Kentucky children.

Now the bad news: Sexual abuse
appears to be the most under-reported
category of child abuse in Kentucky.

“Sexual abuse is a child’s secret
plight,” said Peggy Wallace, commis-
sioner of the Kentucky Department of
Social Services. “It is almost always
committed secretly. And when the
victim is a child, the adult is usually
someone in a position of trust or pow-
er over the child, who manipulates the
child’s fears and actions—and some-
times those of a parent or relative—to
maintain secrecy.”

The secrecy of child sex abuse is
fostered by several other factors, add-
ed Joel Griffith, state child protectlon
specialist:

0 The inability of young children
to discern between what is normal or
abnormal behavior:

Bl Children’s ability to be manipu-
lated by fear.

0 Perceptions of greater shame or
guilt when the abuse involves assaults
on boys by males.

And the church—especially Bap-
tist' churches—have added to the
problem by not facing the situation

said, he never encountered a psycho-
pathic or sociopathic child abuser.

“They’re extremely rare,” he said.
“The vast majority of people who hurt
their children just become frustrated
and lose control.

“We need to understand that par-
ents hurt their children not because
they don’t love their children or be-
cause they’re mean people. It happens
because they’re trying to do a real
hard _]Ob and just don’t possess the
skills to do it well.

“We have all been
frustrated and said or
done something we
shouldn’t have done,”
Griffith continued.
“Half the incidents of
physical abuse we
verify are when a
parent loses control

and unintentionally
causes injury.”
Because of this
threat in the heat
of anger, Griffith
recommends parents avoid using
physical discipline. “Children can be
hurt or adults can lose control so eas-
ily. And research has not proven it to
be effective in teaching kids new be-
havior.”

Many people have spanked their
kids and then been shocked at the
marks left, he said. “Our data on the
age of children very seriously injured
shows us that you just can’t strike a
little body without doing harm. So we
strongly discourage physical disci-
pline.”

directly, added Novella Harrison, ser-
vices coordinator with Parents Unit-
ed, a child sex abuse program based
in Louisville.

Harrison, a longtime Baptist and
member of New Salem Baptist
Church in Louisville, said she has
been disappointed with the response
from Baptist churches.

“The hardest part for me in the last
10 years has been reaching the
churches,” she explained. “I thought
that would be my first place to work,
and it has not been. In fact, the Bap-
tist churches have not proved to be
very receptive.”

It’s not that Baptists lack sympa-
thy for sex abuse victims, but that
Baptists generally are unwilling to
admit there might be a problem in
their midst, she said.

Yet child sex abuse is a problem
that cuts across all religious, social,
economic and racial lines, Harrison
reported.

“There’s not anything we’ve ob-
served to indicate there’s any one
group more susceptible to this than

“any other,” she said. “And it’s just as

prevalent in church as anywhere
else.”

Harrison believes one in four girls
and one in six boys will have been
molested by an adult offender by age
18. Most offenders are family mem-
bers.

This is a crime that feeds on secre-
cy, she added.

“An offender will molest between
85 and 100 children in his lifetime. It

Inadequate parenting skills contribute to abuse

If parents feel they must use phys-
ical discipline, Griffith advises not
using an object to strike the child and
not hitting any place other than the
buttocks. Even then, “remember that
area on a small child is very close to
the kidneys and other vulnerable or-
gans.”

The need for parenting skills pre-
sents a “tremendous mission” for
churches, Griffith said. “Part of the
church’s role is to support families.”

Griffith said churches could help
families by offering day care centers,
mothers’ day out programs or hosting
parenting conferences.

That sentiment is shared by Diana
Garland, dean of the school of social
work at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.

As much as inadequate parenting
skills, isolation is a factor among par-
ents who become abusers, she said.
“The one key to children who are
abused or negelected is parents who
feel isolated in the task of parenting.

“This is a critical issue for the
church to understand, because one of
the things we do best is wrap commu-
nity around people,” Garland said.

“The truth is, two parents are not
enough. Children and families need
community.”

Last year, Woman’s Missionary
Union published Garland’s book,
“Precious In His Sight,” a guide to
child advocacy for churches. The
book gives numerous practical ideas
for ways churches and individual
Christians can help children and their
families.

sex ahuse

just continues until disclosure. It’s
something that can only exist in se-
crecy and has to be brought out into
the open. Once it’s told, it’s over.”

Churches and Christian people
could make a difference by first ad-
mitting there is a problem, she said.
Also, it would help for pastors to be-
come aware and better equipped to
deal with the issue, she said.

Then, the church has a unique ca-
pability to address the problem
through teaching parenting skills, she
said. “I believe the biggest secret to
stopping this abuse would be im-
proved parenting skills and for par-
ents to be aware of what’s happening
to their children.

“One of the difficult parts of our
work is working with non-offending
parents,” Harrison said. It’s easier to
work with an offender than a non-of-
fending parent because the non-of-
fending parent is in such denial.”

Further, churches should be aware
of their legal liability if childcare
workers turn out to be abusers.

Unfortunately, stereotypes about -
child sex abuse can have a damaging
effect on church programs, Harrison
noted.

“It’s kind of sad because most peo-
ple think men are the abusers and
women aren’t. And so women can
float around the system and men are
more suspect,” she explained. “And
yet we need more men involved with
the children. But a lot of men have
gotten afraid to work around chil-
dren.”
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‘Here’s Hope for Youth’

“Here’s Hope for Youth” will be
the theme of YouthFest 94, June
24-25 in Frankfort.

The Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion youth evangelism conference is
expected to attract the KBC’s largest
crowd of the year to the Farnham
Dudgeon Civic Center.

The conference theme has been
developed to help prepare youth for
participation in the Southern and
Kentucky Baptist conventions’ si-
multaneous evangelism emphasis in
1995, said Bill Jaggers, the KBC’s
evangelism director.

“‘Here’s Hope’ will be the main
emphasis for the Southern Baptist
Convention next year,” Jaggers ex-
plained. The campaign will have
two areas of focus, he added.
“Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now”
will be aimed at Baptists, encourag-
ing them to share their faith with
non-Christians. “Here’s Hope. Jesus
Cares for You” will be pointed to-
ward non-Christians, urging them to
accept Jesus as their Savior.

“I want to get our youth ready
and interested in some measure of

training for sharing their faith,” he
said, adding YouthFest *94 will pro-
vide inspiration for that goal.

The theme for the opening ses-
sion of the conference Friday night
at 7 will be “Christ—Our Hope,”
Jaggers noted. The program will
have an evangelistic theme, geared
toward urging teens to make com-
mitments to Christ. Counselors are
asked to meet behind the stage for
training at 6:40 p.m.

“Growing in Christ—Our Hope”
will be the theme for the Saturday
morning session at 9. “We will em-
phasize Christian responsibility—in
dating and other relationships,” he
explained.

That session will feature True
Love Waits, the program developed
by the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board to encourage teens to
remain sexually pure until they are
married. During that session, the
Western Recorder will announce the
winners of its True Love Waits es-
say contest.

The final session, Saturday after-
noon at 1:30, will focus on “Sharing

Coming June 24-25

Christ—Our Hope.” Participants
will be exhorted to share their Chris-

- tian faith.

“We’re expecting another big
crowd, almost 2 maximum capac1—
ty,” Jaggers reported YouthFest *93
drew a record of about 6,500 teens
and sponsors. The center will seat
about 7,000 participants for the
event. |

“I regret the conference will be
held the same time as the National
Actéens Convention,” sponsored for
teen-aged girls by the Southern Bap-
tist Woman’s Missionary Union in

- Birmingham, Ala., Jaggers said.

“We had to set our date two years
ago. At that time, we had no idea it
would overlap.”

YouthFest *94 brochures and reg-
istration forms should reach Ken-
tucky Baptist churches within a few
days.

Participants who pre-register for
the conference will save themselves
time and money, Jaggers noted. The
pre-registration cost is $4, and par-
ticipants who register in advance
“can walk right in” when they come

gelism director.

txfymg with them.”

Gage is the author of a teen-oriented book,
“Let’s Talk About AIDS and Sex.”

4HIM rose quickly in the music industry
ranks in 1990, when their first album, “4Him,”
became one of the largest-selling debut albums
in contemporary Christian music history.

Practical preaching, contemporary music, magic and ventriloquism will
highlight YouthFest 94, the Kentucky Baptist youth evangelism conference.

Rodney Gage, an evangelist from Fort Worth, Texas, will be the keynote
preacher, announced Bill Jaggers, the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s evan-

4Him, contemporary Christian recording artists whose music has topped

the popularity chart, will provide musical inspiration.
~ David Garrard, a staff member at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, will present magical illusions with a Christian twist.

Mark McClintock, a staff member at Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church in
Louisville, will put amusing and inspiring words in the mouths of his
“friends” through ventriloquism.

Gage, primarily known for his evangelistic outreach to youth, has
preached nationwide. Last year, when he headlined the Texas Baptist Youth
Evangelism Conference, 850 young people made decisions for Christ.

“Rodney has been recognized by several other state evangelism direc-
tors,” Jaggers noted. “He’s done a splendid job encouraging youth and iden-

Rodney Gage -

to the conference.

Registration at the conference
will cost $5, and lines might be long,
he warned.

Many motel rooms in Frankfort
already have been booked for the
weekend, he said. However, housing
is available at Georgetown College
in Georgetown and Kentucky State
University in Frankfort. See the ad
in this issue of Events.

Jaggers expressed appreciation
for the hundreds of people who
make the YouthFest weekend possi-
ble for Kentucky Baptist teens.

“I’m grateful for the leaders of
churches—pastors, staff and volun-
teers—who give up two days plus
planning time to bring the youth,” he
said. “We’ve had so few discipline
problems—practically nil—because
we’ve had such good chaperones
from the churches. Plus, we have a
lot of fine young people.”

For more information about
YouthFest *94, contact Jaggers at
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Box
43433, Louisville, Ky. 40253-0433,
phone (502) 245-4101.

Mark McClintock & friends

David Garrard
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for the following dates:

Eastern Division Fishing Tournament
May 6-7

Laurel Lake Baptist Camp

Corhin

Lad/Crusader Track Meet

May 13-14

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
Hardin

Pioneers/HSBYM Track Meet
May 20-21
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly

Kentucky Changers
July-9-16
Hopkinsville

Check your Brotherhood calendar

Correction needed on Camp RABRO
brochure: The Bagdad, KY zip code
should read--40003-0037.

Cast those lines
Professional fisherman and evangelist
Terry Chupp is the featured guest speaker for
the first annual eastern division Brotherhood
Fishing Tournament scheduled on May 6-7 at
Laurel Lake Baptist Camp. The tournament
begins with a special revival and music
service at 8:00 EDT Friday evening.

The cost of the event is $30 per boat,
which includes a May 7 breakfast prepared
by the Southeast Region Diasaster Relief
team. Questions regarding lodging may be
directed to:

Mr. Pat Callahan

Camp Director

Laurel Lake Baptist Camp
578 Singing Hill Road
Corbin, KY 40701

(606) 528-3522

For additional information concerning
the fishing tournament contact Mike Sexton

(606/623-8146) or Ray Cooper (606/439-4339).

Lad/Crusader Track Meet

Doug King, a professional Christian
illusionist, is the featured program personality
at the May 13-14 Lad/Crusader Track Meet
at Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly. The
event begins with a Friday evening conclave
at 8:00 CDT.

State Championships for RA Racers and
the Missions Shootout will follow Doug
King’s Friday evening performance. The
track meet on Saturday is for Lads/Crusaders
from all churches. The only event for
associational winners is the tug-of-war
competition. Other activities also include the
50 eard dash, a softball toss, frisbee golf and
long jump contests.

Kentucky Changers

The Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
Brotherhood Department is sponsoring, in
cooperation with the General Association of
Baptists, a Kentucky Changers co-
educational missions project this summer.
This organization is comprised of high school
student volunteers who do home repair for
families of low income neighborhoods.
Hopkinsville, Kentucky is the site for this
year’s assigned Changers mission project July
9-16.

Following daily home repairs, Kentucky
Changers’ weekday evenings will include
activities such as group-building, recreation
and celebration. The cost for lodging, meals
and materials is $120 per person.
Reservations are due now. A deposit of $30
per person is to accompany the registration.

Contact the following for information
concerning these events:

Brotherhood Department

Kentucky Baptist Convention

P. O. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

(502) 245-4101, extension 319

Learn the "how to's"

Interested in preserving your church’s history or celebrating an upcoming anniversary of
your congregation? A “How to Workshop” for church celebrations and history is scheduled
for June 4 at Burlington Baptist Church, Burlington, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For further information contact:

CLERKS IN CHURCHES & ASSOCIATIONS

Have you heen computerlzed"

Scary thought huh?

Well, no need to be frightened. A i
very user-friendly computer software ;
program is now available for church
clerks and associational clerks. The
GOOD NEWS is you can help your
congregation know more about its

. capabilities to minister at the same time
you are producing the church “letter.”

Doris Yeiser
Archives
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O. Box 4343Louisville, KY 40253-0433
(502) 245-4101, extension 209

We will explain the NEW church

letter, now called Annual Church Profile,

- at the Associational Officers Briefings:

Jonathan Creek on April 30; First Baptist
Church, Winchester on May 14.

Be sure your associational clerk
and secretary gets to attend one of these
sessions!

-"YCL...ACP...UCL...ACP.
I think I've got it!"
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Over 6,000 youth
anticipated at
YouthFest '94

YouthFest '94

June 24-25

Frankfort

Farnham Dudgeon Civic Center

The Civic Center is located hetween
Mero and Clinton Streets near 3
Wilkinson Street, close to the
confluence of Benson Creek and the
Kentucky River.

Evangelist Rodney Gage, popular
contemporary Christian recording artists 4
Him, illusionist David Garrard and
ventriloquist Mark McClintock are among
the featured program personalities scheduled
to appear at this year’s Kentucky Baptist
YouthFest at Frankfort’s Farnham Dudgeon
Civic Center June 24-25.

The YouthFest is expected to draw over
6,000 people. _

Pre-registration is $4; cost at the door is
$5.

Accommodation information is provided
on this page.

If further information is needed, please
check the appropriate information box on
EVENTS page 8a or contact the Office for
Evangelism, P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY
40253-0433, (502) 2454101, extension 330.

Other accommodations
also available :

Try these alternative accommodation
options:
°A dormitory on the
campus of Kentucky State
Unibversity, Frankfort
Cost: $10 per person
Bring your own bed linens and towels.
For reservations:
Call - 1/800/633-9415
between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. EDT
Write -
Vaughn Little
Kentucky State University
400 East Main Street
Frankfort, K'Y 40601
Reservations deadline: June 17

*Georgetown College campus
15 miles from Frankfort

Cost: $10 per person
Bring your own bed linens
and towels.
For reservations:
Jan Lobitz
Georgetown College
(502) 863-8639 between the weekday
hours of 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
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FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

PARTNERSHIP MISSIONS | WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION 7

Good News music, Russian-style

The Good News Musical Group from
Russia will tour Kentucky October 31-
November 22. Besides local church
perfoxmances the group also plans to sing at
this year’s Kentucky Baptist Convention
annual meeting.

The musical group features two vocalists
(one male, one female) and five
instrumentalists. Performances will include

gospel songs and Russian Folk tunes, sung in

Russian and English. The instrumentalists
_ will be playing indigenous instruments while
accompanying the vocalists or performing
instrumental selections. Some group
members will also share their testimonies.

If your church is interested in hosting the

Good News Musical Group, please contact

the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Church
Music Department (502/245-4101, extension
325) or fill out the form on EVENTS page 8a.
Host churches need to provide an evening
meal, a love offering at the service, lodging
(in homes or a motel), breakfast the next
morning and transportation to the next
location. Groups hosting luncheons will be

responsible for a meal, honorarium and

transportation to Good News’ next
engagement.
A tour itinerary (following a

geographical sequence) and date
confirmations are planned once all requests
are received.

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to
hear this excellent group of Christian
musicians from Russia!

KENTUCKY / RUSSIA
BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP

Build a secure future [OR...

Women on Mission in Kentucky
through the

kentucky WMU
heritage funo

money is given:

* to honor the living

# as a memorial for the deceased
# as an extra offering 7.7/

# through a will T3

Help us to
STRENGTHEN, DEVELOP, and SUSTAIN

the work of WMU in Kentucky
Woman'’s Missionary Union

Auxllmr\ to Kcntud\y Baptlst Convention

CEDARMORE ASSEMBLY JONATHAN CREEK ASSEMBLY

Grab bag of information

Summer registration

Registration for summer activities at
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly are in full
swing. Most returned reservations have either
been confirmed or are being processed. Every
consideration has been given in attempting to
give first date and camp choices to interested

groups.
Some summer week dates remain.

Special invitation

Have plans for YouthFest ‘94 following
a week’s stay at Cedarmore June 20-24?

YouthFest ‘94 is June 24-25 at
Frankfort’s Farnham Dudgeon Civic Center.
Frankfort is only 14 miles from Cedarmore
Assembly. The Assembly staff extends a
special invitation to youth groups staying on
campus the week of June 20-24 to continue
their stay through the YouthFest weekend.
Guests can enjoy some R & R and supper on
Friday afternoon prior to YouthFest ‘94 as
well as lodging that night and breakfast
Saturday moming. The same special camp
rates will still apply.

Retreat possibilities
It’s not too late to plan a spring retreat or
too early to schedule a fall retreat.

Maintenance needs

The remainder of April has been set aside
for those volunteers willing to help
Cedarmore prepare for the busy summer
season. Winter weather has not been kind and
the repair needs are many. If interested in
providing time and assistance, the Assembly
staff will greatly appreciate your efforts!

For further information contact:

Cedarmore Baptist Assembly
P. O.Box 37
Bagdad, KY 40003
(502) 747-8911
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Good facilities, beautiful scenery

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly,
located along the shores of scenic Kentucky
Lake in West Kentucky, provides an
excellent setting for small or large churches
or groups. It is a place designed for your
maximum retreat or conference needs.

Let’s take a closer look at Jonathan
Creek’s facilities:

Shoemake Building

The impressive Shoemake Building
serves as the focal point of the entire
assembly complex. Its contemporary design
and chapel invite the indoors out and the
outdoors in.

Lassiter Conference Center

This building consists of seminar
rooms, multi-purpose large meeting areas,
with beautiful views of the surrounding
campus. Its multi-faceted design makes it
perfect for creative usuage of space.

Dormitory

The dormitory will house 116 persons.
It is convenient to all assembly buildings.
Each unit contains large rooms with bunk-
style beds.

~and West Kentucky hospitality

Dining Hall

Hot, homemade meals are served with
pride in our dining hall. Flexible meal plans
are available for your church or group.

Gray Motel

One of the newest buildings on campus
is the Gray Motel. The facility accommo-
dates 132 persons. Breathtaking views of
Kentucky Lake and surrounding areas are
available from the balcony and porches of
each room. Each room contains two beds,
modern furnishings, a full bath and air
conditioning.

Other Jonathan Creek features:
a swimming pool and lake access

A number of fall 1994 event dates remain
open. These dates are scheduled on a first
come, first served basis.

The Jonathan Creek Assembly staff is
ready to make your visit an enjoyable one!

For more information, contact:

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
Attn: Deward Hurst, manager
3043 Beal Road
Hardin, KY 42048
(502) 354-8355
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

A tool for growth |

Church
Growth Spiral Conference | . Sunday School
| Quantity Growth Spiral
May 19 | I I
First Baptist Church ) L S -
1400 South Main Street st Hoar salleim ]
Hopkinsville [ | L ] | j
Conference schedule: 4 I Il 1] ]
8:30-9:00 a.m. Registration / Dafe Enrol'fnent Prospects \ _
. Iélﬂo‘stllllctsioir:;) the 2 I 4 J I I Baptisms Units l “ “ ” “ ]
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. LUNCH (on your own) % L IC I ] | orerings e | | | ) ]g
o | m mim
300 Conclusion o I | | O 7 v | CIJC]

The Sunday School Growth Spiral (shown to the right) is
a proven tool for growth. Designed to increase baptisms,

Outreachers Contacts Space

offerings, mission support, Sunday School attendance, new L 2 l l 1 I J
members, outreach and ministry. It also helps in planning for E I L I L I
new classes, workers and training events.

The Growth Spiral is a systematic approach to balanced | —I l J [ I
growth in your church. Come, learn and experience how the L ] L I[ ]
Growth Spiral can be used to help your church grow!

Ken Marler, a growth consultant in the general leadership I I L j L —]
department at the Baptist Sunday School Board’s Bible s
Teaching-Reaching Division, is the featured conference guest Qutreach/! MlnlStr_Y

speaker.

An Apple for the Teacher

Church Weekday Education Seminars
June 4

Norton Hall

Southern Seminary
Louisville

June 11 '
First Baptist Church
Hopkinsville

June 25

Rose Hill Baptist Church
Ashland .

The Church Weekday Education Seminars offer six hours of
state approved credit for teachers.

The 1994 Church Weekday Eduation Seminars’ theme,
“An Apple for the Teacher,”brings attention to the many
unrecognized positive words, actions and influences teachers
bring into the lives of children.

The seminars begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 3:00 p.m.
at each site. The fee is $10 per person, which includes lunch,
and pre-registration is required.

To receive information or to register contact:

Jewell Nelson
Sunday School Department
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O. Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
(502) 245-4101
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CHURCH GROWTH & ADMINISTRATION

A deacon ministry based on gifts

How is Deacon
Ministry in Your Church?

“The system you now have is designed
for the results you are now getting.”
ministry results are you currently receiv-
ing from your deacon ministry ..
plan? Are they the results =~
you have hoped, prayed, -
and yearned for?

Scripture relating to

“deacon ministry primari-
ly speaks to character
guidelines for the selec-
tion of deacons. I think this
is God’s intent. Specific du-

- ties or responsibilities of the dea-

con have varied from one time period to-

another -- even today responsibilities vary
from church to church.

Biblical direction for

deacon ministry ‘

The typical deacon group of the 90s is
searching, struggling, and praying for a
fresh, meaningful way to serve as deacons.
Let me describe a practical, biblical direc-
tion deacons can take to lead as “care-giv-
ers.”

Acts 6:1-7 provides one hint toward a

What

Biblical dimension of deacon ministry.
‘While the word deacon does not appear in
the passage, those selected to care for the
widows were called “care-givers.”
_Problem:

" A difficulty had surfaced in
" the young church which was
~ larger than the twelve apostles
_could handle, and certainly
would have consumed all of
their time had they attempted to
- care for this singular problem.
Solution:

Their caring nature could have
prompted the apostles to say, “This pro-
vides us an excellent opportunity to mod-
el Christ’s example of servanthood and we
are expected to handle this crisis.” How-
ever, the apostles said, “NO” to the expec-
tation.

They recommended that seven men be
selected who would “be in charge” of han-
dling this need. Does this mean that the
seven men by themselves cared for the
widows? Probably not. Why? Acts 4:4
speaks of about 5,000 men in the church at

‘ways the synagogues provided -care:

this time. With the average family num-
bering five, approximately 25,000 were
involved in the church.

Hellenistic Jewish widows migrated to
Jerusalem when their husbands died be-
cause they knew the synagogues provided
for the Jewish widows. There were two

givers. Evidently the need of the widows
was met since Acts 6:7 reports that the
church continued to grow. Would priests
have been attracted to a group of believers
that did not at least do what the syna-
gogues did -- care for its widows? _
The apostles practiced Paul’s instruc-
tions to the church at Ephesus (Eph 4:12) -
- Gifts were given “to prepare God’s peo-
ple for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up . . . “ All God’s
children are given gifts. Deacons are to be
leaders in discovering, de-
. veloping, and using their
* God given gifts.

The most meaning-
ful deacon ministries I
have experienced are
those where the
~_deacons are pro-
" viding ministry
based on their gifts.

through food distribution and/or money
distribution (hinted in Acts 4:35). How
many widows were there to care for? Let’s
assume a conservative figure of 1% of
25,000, which would total 250.
Others enlisted
as care-givers

If the daily distribu-
tion was administered
by only the seven se-
lected men, each
deacon would be
responsible for 36
widows to care for
daily. Practical thinking

If you would like more infor-

tells us the deacons were :

R 3 ol mation, call Vernon Cole (Church
n charge of’ enhstmg Growth & Administration division,

others to assist as care- KBC 502/245-4101, ext. 237).

DIRECT MISSIONS
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Churches in Association:
Partners in New Work

Interlocking churches, lovingly and carefully woven together,
create a wondrous unity in mission.

It is a mission committed to starting churches,
huilt on the belief that all types of churches reach all
“ types of people.

Together, churches in association creéte a beautiful tapestry,
* offering a brilliant reflection of the Light of the world.

Associational Missions Week
i_ “May 16-22

Contact the Kentucky Baptist Convention's Direct Missions
Department (502) 245-4101, extension 310, for more details.
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DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

Beautiful scenery, time of enrichment

Discipleship Training Week "I went to Ridgecrest to e what,
July 16-22
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly

Ridgecrest, North Carolina

Training. I was not disappointed!"

Barbara Boyer
Discipleship Training Director
Walnut Street Baptist Church

The western North Carolina mountains
surrounding Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly
provide a beautiful backdrop for those
attending Discipleship Week July 16-22.

Many new resources will be introduced
during Discipleship Week, including the 1995
Baptist Doctrine Study, Partners with God:
Bible Truths about Christian Giving,
Fresh Encounter, The Mind of Christ and
TeamKID as well as several exciting new
entries in the LIFE Support series.

_ For a brochure or additional information
concerning Discipleship Week, contact the
Discipleship Training Department, Kentucky
Baptist Convention, -P. O. Box 43433,
Louisville, KY 40253-0433, (502) 2454101,
extension 335.

CHURCH MEDIA LIBRARY

Grow tall in Ghrist

A church media library
not only opens the world to the seeker,
its carefully selected coliection also
guides the seeker into truth.

New Christians and longtime
Christians never stop growing; they
just need different kinds of
nourishment. That’s why even
small churches need a church
media library.

Growing in Christ is a
seven-day-a-week task and the
church media library is like a
cafeteria of spiritual food.

Help your congregation
grow tall in Christ; start a church
media library—we’ll help you.
Call or write today. Just ask for
Ruby.

" Media Department
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O. Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
(502) 245-4101, extension 266

why, when, where and how's of Discipleship

Let the spirit rain

Spring has finally
arrived! With the colorful

X
bursts of buds, blossoms }f = N 7a
and new growth, often i g
comes a resurgence of w?'\i\ 5) \
spiritual growth. What a N W

perfect time to let the
spirit “rain” in through
new avenues of study!
The Kentucky
Baptist
Media Department is “
ready to serve your video
needs with many good

g
}
5.,

3
/»n e
l

’%

i (=
i Cl L

e

W&M

teaching tapes in a wide array of subjects. Also available for loan are:

We are pleased to announce the addition Loving Lasting Relationships with
to our lending library of FRESH Gary Smalley and John Trent
ENCOUNTER - A Plumb Line for God’s The Baptist Faith and Message by
People by Henry Blackaby. Many of you Herschel Hobbs
have enjoyed his EXPERIENCING GOD - Soul Praying - a Don Miller series
and will want to follow up with the Fresh MissionsUSA Video Magazine

Encounter tapes.

To schedule any of the tapes from our library or to receive a
catalog listing of what is available, contact the Kentucky Baptist
‘ Convention’s Media Department at (502) 245-4101, extension 266.
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OTHER EVENTS (| = S
smosns | Upcoming Events
FLEXIBLE CURRICULUM
fi ith chi : e
6-1(2())2:3::11:1)12 ﬁird(:ﬁ“;gtﬁz Lexington e “April 22 Associational
KBC Sunda Sgc hool Gardenside Church Children’s Regional Baptist Nursing Officers Briefing -
De arthnt This Emphasis: : Bowling Grreen Music Festival Fellowship and East
cumcz i ].3ib1e- I.l_mniw 4 Living Hope Church Louisville . Acteens Dinner May 14
. : fe Gommitment and Louisville - Walnut Street Church Winchester 2
centered with creative Church Vocations; Waln : . Winchester
: rory Walnut Street Church First Baptist :
teaching for summer Church Media Library Regional Keyboard First Church
activities at home, church
; Festivals °April 22-23
and elsewhere. Associational *April 22 T : Brotherhood
Officers Briefing il il :fﬁijg v%’-”‘ff’i""‘” L o
ST = . inchester
Family Ministry ; : Regional it Chorch ot Chuiks Lad/Crusaders Conclave/
Pheie's siilf tiroo s ; West Music Festival Jr S e Track M
ere's still time to regis- A o Ovicnshuis rack Meet
ter for Senior Adult Retreats- Caalel eI OID . : Jonathan Creek
c e Hardi Third Church First Church ° April 23 e
-Cedarmore, May 16-18; : , GA Missions Event fa
Jonathan Creek, May 23-25. Jonathan Creek Assembly : : - Cooperative Winch eiter Pioneers/HSBYM/BM
Call (502) 245-4101, Cadeen Rigand e Cotital Chiath Conclave/Track Meet
ext. 250 for more details. Brotherhood Music Festivals EEain B Cedarmore
spine ;’: “April 23 “April 17 e
s i . e *April 15- - Lexington Cooperative Program An i
Discipleship Trglnlng Fishing Tou - eo Al o o Baptist Young Women Church Music
' Hiicitie y
1994 State Children's i ; i Luncheon *May 14
Bible Drill Schedule: | {0 £ b Vinch Regional Keyboard
ditie: Jonathan Creek Assembly  First Church Evangelism I eheset , o ek
April29- || e First Christian Church Festivals: :
Louisville, Highview; | | . ‘ Bowling Green ‘Here’s Hope: Bowling Green,
Somerset, First Baptist | | Ghurch Music Living Hope Churches launch prospect Living H ope :
April 30 - - All Ages Regional Ohio County discovery and .
Lexington, Immanuel; 5 o ' ~ o Lexington, Immanuel
Bowling Green, Forest Park. | | Music Fg;uvals Mt. Carmel Church cultivation process M AY b ¥ist
May6 || ©®April22 : ]
e yo;‘k - Hopkinsville ;{egifrZZlKeyboard wmMu Einbhils: Student
Madisonville, First Bapti'ét; First Church o :;t';‘; 23 'AP ril 21 - Chaplaincy Ministries OMay 19-21
Ashland, Unity Pfestonsburg Foiiville Kentucky WMU Executive  Appual Church Campus Ministers meeting
First Church sl Board meeting Planning Council Middletown
WMu , ggg@z;n ey Winchester = ;
Need information about Adult/Youth Regional 1oL ‘ Holiday Inn Uit T : :
: S ic Festiv lsgw Lone Oak Church Y Thf’ activities l.ISt.ed_ are  Sunday School
this year's GAand Music Festiva ; : just a partial listing S
Acteens camps? *April 22 ' thiroueh mid-May: .
Write: Kentucky WMU, || Corbin e ‘ug o (oM piig Coryeranoe
P. O. Box 43433, " First Church ’
Louisville, KY 40253-0433. :

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

To receive information or to register, check the appropriate boxes and mail the provided form below to:
Communications Office, Attn.: Denise H. Withers, Kentucky Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 43433,

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

Sending a check? Unless otherwise specified,
make your check out to the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

1.  Name of your church

Clip and return to Partnership Missions office, Kentucky Baptist Convention,
P. 0. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433.

2. Address

3. Telephone Number( )

Te More information  Evangelism,Officefor  To Register

O Cedarmore Baptist Assembly Q  YouthFest'94 Brotherhood 4. Pastor's Name

QO Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly Family Ministry See EVENTS, p. 2a

Brotherhood O Reservationform/info Q)  Fishing Tournament 5.  Your Name and Address

O Fishing Tournament Senior AdultRetreats ) AOB meetings

O AOB meetings Partnership Missions O State Track Meets/Conclaves Zip

O Kentucky/Russia
O  State partnerships

O State Track Meets & Conclaves
Church Music

Evangelism, Office for

O YouthFest'94 ($4 pre-reg., Telephone

Q GoodNews Musical Group, Russia Sunday School. p/person)

U CWE Seminars 6.  Our church, Sunday School, WMU, Brotherhood or other
Name organization (circle one) agrees to support a Russian home

missionary or pastor for two years at $200 per month.

Address City
State Zip Date:
Phone: Office Home Signed:
Church Association Address:

Leadership Position

Telephone Number:( )

.Registration fee (if applicable) $ Number in group (if applicable)
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GHILDREN

A new form of ahuse: Society’s neglect of children

Continued from page 1

beyond complaining about the prob-
lems to finding ways to solve them,
experts say.

And solutions will only come as
society takes collective responsibility
for its children, they add.

To illustrate this point, children’s
advocates repeatedly cite the old Af-
rican proverb, “It takes an entire vil-
lage to raise a child.”

“Even if our own children are not
among the worst off, they will suffer,”
contends Brodkin in her new child-
advocacy book titled “Every Kid
Counts.”

“Our country will be spending so
much money controlling its disen-
franchised people that it will not have
the resources to provide a decent
quality of life for the rest,” she says.
“This is already happening—prison
budgets are climbing, while education
budgets are plummeting.”

It’s time for those with advantages
to stop thinking of disadvantaged
children as other people’s children,
Brodkin writes. “We used to think we
could rely on every child’s family to

- take care of its own problems. But the
traditional family that we associate
with the 1950s—a two-parent, two-
child household with a breadwinner
father and a stay-at-home mother—is
nearly extinct. As one TV station put
it: ‘Ozzie and Harriet are dead.””

Contrary to popular belief, people
concerned about the welfare of Amer-
ica’s children can make a difference,
she says.

Brodkin and her small, indepen-
dent agency led the successful cam-
paign in 1991 to guarantee funding of
children’s programs in San Francisco
through passage of a ballot initiative.
This made San Francisco—where
children constitute the smallest per-
centage of population of any major
U.S. city—the first city to set aside a
percentage of annual tax revenues for
a children’s fund.

The problem plaguing all seg-
ments of American government is

simple, she asserts: Children’s pro-
grams don’t get funded because chil-
dren don’t vote.

But when concerned advocates for
children put feet to their concerns,
policies and budgets can be changed,
Brodkin says.

And this is a natural role for the
church, contends Garland in “Pre-
cious In His Sight,” a guide to child
advocacy by churches, published by
Woman’s Missionary Union’s New
Hope Press.

The Christian church has a long
tradition of advocacy for chil-
dren, she notes. For
example, in Roman
society, infants re-
jected by their fa-
thers were left on
garbage heaps to
die. But members
of the early church
became well-
known for rescu-
ing abandoned ba-
bies and caring
for them.

“As Christians, we are responsible
for children,” she explains. “They are
all God’s children, and therefore all

- our children. They are Jesus in our

midst. Christ was very clear about
saying when you minister to the least
of these, you do it to me.”

But even if moral and theological
arguments fail to move adults to ac-
tion, the economic argument should,
Garland says.

“The numbers of children in our
society are shrinking; we’re far below
zero population growth. And these
are the ones who are going to be pay-
ing our Social Security,” she says.

“Every child that is not growing
and becoming a vital part of society is
a bad economic investment.”

It costs far less to provide for chil-
dren now than to pay for the conse-
quences of neglect, Brodkin adds:

# For the price of one prison cell,
20 kids can go to college.

l For the price of one more police

How to help 7 ‘

~ Avariety of experison
. parenting and child abuse
~_prevention offer these suggesti
. to keep children safe: =~

B Build trust. Especial
'guard against sexual abus o
assure children you are around “

~ thatyou trust and believe them, so

(800) 456-1386.

officer on the street, 20 kids can go to-

Head Start.

B For the price of putting a famﬂy
on welfare, 20 kids can have tutoring
and job training.

Christian citizenship demands that
Baptists be concerned about the kinds
of legislation passed by local, state
and national governments, adds
Owens of Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children.

“As Christians, if we’re really con-
cerned about creating a community
that is family friendly,
we need to be in-
volved.”

And government
alone isn’t to blame,
he says. “It’s impor-
tant for companies
and corporations and
industry to have per-
sonnel policies that

support families.
For example, when
companies transfer
people every two
or three years or
have expectations of employees to
work 60 hours a week, that doesn’t
foster healthy families.”

Churches have a strong ability to
offset such negatives, adds White-
head, a research associate with the
Institute for American Values in New
York.

“Religiously observant kids seem
to have more resources to deal with

- what I perceive to be a harsh environ-

ment to grow up in,” Whitehead re-
ports. “They have a sense that there is
a community of adults in their church
who are committed to them. And that
creates a strong sense of support.”

For the church simply to preach
for a return to the “traditional family”
is not the answer to the child-rearing
crisis, says Robert Parham, director of
the Baptist Center for Ethics.

“The church has a responsibility to
challenge the popular notion that the
traditional family is the biblical fami-
ly,” he says. “The traditional family

has far more in common with 19th
century industrialized North America

-and Europe than it does the Bible.”

Instead, the church must talk about
family values which are not rooted in
marketplace needs, Parham contends.
The modern American family, he
says, is mainly seen as an economic
unit, and that is harmful.

“What value does it send children
when the father leaves early in the
morning, comes home late in the af-
ternoon and doesn’t interact with the
children? That work is more impor-
tant, that material acquisition is more
imponant than interpersonal relation-
ships.”

By the same standard, welfare re-
form is desperately needed he adds.
“We have some states which drive the
father out of the home in order for the
wife and the children to get (aid).
That’s a pretty anti-family value.”

The Carnegie Corp. report re-
leased last week, “Starting Points,”
was written by a 30-member task
force appointed three years ago. The
report uses urgent language to sound
a call to action.

~ “The crisis among our children
and their families is a quiet crisis,” it
says. “After all, babies seldom make
the news. Their parents—often young
people struggling to balance their
home and work responsibilities—
tend to have little economic clout and
little say in community affairs.”

The task force calls for four spe-
cific actions: promoting responsible
parenthood, guaranteeing quality
child care choices, ensuring good

health and protection, and mobilizing -

communities to support children and
their families.

“The problems facing our young—
est children and their families cannot
be solved through piecemeal efforts;
nor can they be solved entirely
through governmental programs and
business initiatives,” the task force
concludes. “All Americans must take
responsibility for reversing the quiet

,jdlsabled child.
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How to report
physical or
sexual abuse

If you know of a child
who is being abused or
have reason to suspect a
child is being abused,
Kentucky law requires
you to report the
situation.

To report any signs of
abuse, call the statewide
abuse hotline at (800)
752-6200.

Child protection
workers will investigate -
any report received and
provide a confidential

assessment.

For parents feeling
overwhelmed, the
Kentucky Council on
Child Abuse has a parent
helpline: (800) 432-
9251. The statewide
organization can put
parents in fouch with
local groups that offer
parents’ night out or
crisis child care,
parenting workshops
and support groups.




“As | am working
more and more on
~ it, this horrible
picture is forming.
We have a very
short time.”
Russian evangelical
leader Boris Perchatkin,
on his prediction that
widespread persecution
of evangelicals is
forthcoming
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Open perSchtion of evangelicals predicted in Russia

By Marty Croll
SBC Foreign Mission Board

WASHINGTON (BP)—Svetlya-
na Nevrova was laid to rest Jan. 15.

A 19-year-old evangelical who
loved to sing in her church choir, she
had been stabbed 60 times four days
earlier and left for dead in a ditch in
Ukraine.

Larissa Detyura, a 20-year-old
Baptist woman, was murdered Jan. 7
in Maykop, Russia. She was kid-
napped and tortured, then brought
home and tossed into her yard, where
she stopped breathing. Afterward,
anonymous death threats appeared in
her parents’ mailbox.

A Russian evangelical leader
brought these stories and others to
Capitol Hill in late March as evidence
that the window of religious freedom
in the former Soviet region already is
slamming shut.

The evangelical, Boris Perchatkin,
is trying to alert the West that the re-
publics of the region are fast becom-
ing strongholds of religious persecu-
tion—this time against Protestants.

The West first got wind of this
through a bill introduced in the former
Russian legislature that would have
restricted non-Orthodox activity. The
bill failed when Yeltsin dismissed
Parliament last year.

“One and a half years ago, I my-
self didn’t believe this was going on,”
Perchatkin said. “But as I am work-
ing more and more on it, this horrible
picture is forming. We have a very

short time.”

Perchatkin himself was scourged
for years under the repressive labor
camp regime of current Russian Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin—then a provincial
leader.

As order breaks down in Russia
and the surrounding republics that
once were part of the Soviet Union,
strongmen- attached to the Muslim
and Russian Orthodox establishments
are filling the gap, his reports show.

“People are surprised how things
have changed so quickly,” he said. “A
lot of people believed Yeltsin, that
democracy had come. They decided
to stay in Russia and preach to their
own.”

But in Washington, Perchatkin
carried a list bearing the names of

thousands of Christians in the former -

Soviet region who fear for their lives
and are ready to leave—now.
Baptists comprise about half of the
names listed; the rest are primarily
Pentecostal and Seventh-Day Adven-
tist. At least 700 families would emi-
grate immediately if Western nations
would receive them, Perchatkin said.
In Washington he met with U.S.
congressmen, State Department offi-
cials and advisers to President Clin-

SEEKING: Financial/Education
Secretary. Basic bookkeeping
skills, computer literacy required.
Send resumé to Lyndon Baptist
Church, 8025 LaGrange Road.
Louisville, KY 40222.

ton. He told them the former Soviet
region—widely viewed as relatively
free despite its growing pains—is ac-
tually a time bomb of persecution
that, when it explodes, will vent un-
imaginable horror.

Perchatkin himself had shared in
the worldwide euphoria that freedom
had overrun Russia in recent years, he
admitted. He needed to secure eyewit-
ness accounts before he could take in
the reality of intensifying persecution
by local authorities against anything
non-Orthodox or non-Muslim.

He warns that after the next Rus-
sian presidential elections in 1996—
if not earlie—widespread, open per-
secution of Protestants will become

the rule in Russia. He predicts a sys-
tematic “cleansing” of Protestants,
similar to that experienced by all
faiths under Josef Stalin.

Many evangelicals who want to
leave Russia fear a fate much-publi-
cized recently in the country’s media.
In the former Soviet republic of
Tajikistan, a Baptist household was
nearly wiped out by extremist Mus-
lims on New Year’s Eve. The father,
Vladimir Limorev, and eight others—
including his four children—were
brutally beaten, then killed or left to
die in their burning home in Dushan-
be, Tajikistan’s capital. Limorev’s
wife, who fled for help, was the sole
survivor.

ACTEENS

ACTIVATO RS A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE

God’s love. The Acteens Activators is

Kentucky. These teams are from the

Acteens Activators and Acteens Activators Abroad are short-term
volunteer missions programs for Acteens who want to broaden their
horizons, experience a different side of life, grow as Christians, and share

their leaders complete a prescribed 50 hour training program. After the
training, the teams participate at their own expense in missions tours to
meet needs in the United States and Abroad.

This year six Acteens Activators teams will be sent from
Wickliffe; First Baptist, Liberty; Hartford Baptist, Hartford; High Street .
Baptist, Somerset; and two from Highview Baptist, Louisville.

For an application contact the office of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433, (502)245-4101.

a program in which the Acteens and

following churches: Faith Baptist,

trainers of soul-winners.”

Name

~ Evangelism Explosion IlI
International Leadership Clinic

Ashland Avenue Baptist Church
® Lexington, Kentucky 40502

“Any church that has a heart for the lost and a
desire for perennial long-lasting growth should
use Evangelism Explosion. Ashland Avenue has
grown 18 percent a year the last two years,
and EE is the tool God used. It is biblical, practical
and essential to train not only soul-winners, but

— Hershael W. York, Senior Pastor

Request for Registration Information

YES, | am interested in what EE Ill can do for my church!
Please send me Clinic registration information.

Fill out form and send to: Ashland Avenue Baptist Church, 163 North
Ashland Avenue, Lexington, Ky. 40502 (606) 266-4341.

May 20-25

Church

Title

Pastor

Church Address

City, State

ZIP

Denomination

Church Membership

Phone ( )

April has been designated Child
Abuse Awareness Month and nev-
er has an emphasis on this terrible
problem been needed more. The
release of recent statistics by the
Kentucky Cabinet for Human Re-
sources shows that even since last
year, the number of cases of abuse
and neglect in our state has risen.
Last year, there were more than
57,000 reported cases of
abuse in Kentucky
alone. And research tells
us that for every report-
ed case, there are proba-
bly at least two other in-
cidents that go unreport-
ed.

Dedicated staff
members of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren must deal with the .
results of this abuse i
each and every day. Ev- L

Her name isn’t “‘Shame’ anymore

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

vere neglect and sexual abuse. She
was made to believe that what had
happened was her fault and that she
was a “bad girl.” She felt the guilt
so deeply that she even thought her
name was ‘“Shame.”

Kentucky Baptists are making a
difference though. You are helping
these children to overcome their
pasts and regain something of their
childhoods. Through
well-trained and caring
staff, you are helping
children learn that God
loves them and that
there are adults they can
trust. The little girl I
mentioned is an exam-
ple. After several weeks
in foster care, her foster
parents overheard her
singing in the bathtub. “I
don’t have to be
‘Shame’ no more cause

ooney

ery one of our residen-

tial homes and foster homes are full
of young people who have been
battered by life at a time when their
greatest worries should be about
things like school grades and prom
dates. Instead, they come to us
seeking hope and healing after hav-
ing been abused physically, sexu-
ally, and/or emotionally.

And it seems to be happening to
younger and younger children. One
of our foster care workers recently
told of a 6-year-old now in care
whose life has been marked by se-

I’'m a good little girl,”
she sang.

Please pray in a special way this
month for all of the children in
Kentucky who have been and are
being abused. Please pray as well
for the staff and foster parents who
are working with the children in
Kentucky Baptists’ care.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.




All Southern Baptist missionaries safely out of Rwanda

LIMURU, Kenya (BP)—Celebra-
tions over the safe evacuation of
Southern Baptist missionaries from
Rwanda were tempered April 11 as
the rescued missionaries urged
prayers for the nation and its Chris-
tian community.

Concern had run high for mission-
aries Larry and Dianne Randolph
from Oakman, Ala., and Dallas, re-
spectively. They had not been with
any of the American evacuation
groups and no other missionaries had
been able to directly contact the Ran-
dolphs, who live near the airport in
Kigali, Rwanda’s capital. The airport
area has experienced heavy fighting
between the Tutsi-dominated rebel
army and Hutu-controlled govern-
ment troops.

However, the couple arrived in
Nairobi, Kenya, on a Belgian trans-

port plane late April 11.

The other Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries—nine adults with four chil-
dren—already had arrived at the
Brackenhurst Baptist International
Conference Centre in Limuru, Kenya,
a town near Nairobi.

The other Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries evacuated from Rwanda
were Vernon and Sandi Sivage, Dav-
id and Janet Hooten, Martha Colwell,
Katrina Knox, Stan and Marlene Lee,
and journeyman Marty Felts.

They fear for the fate of Rwandan
Baptists and other Christians, which
include both Hutus and Tutsis—the
two warring factions in the country.

Even though the U.S. Embassy ar-
ranged safe passage for most Ameri-
cans, leaving the country was a har-
rowing experience for some.

For the Hootens, who had to leave

Church Buses
New & Used

Call Henry Headden
at
Metrotrans Corporation
(800) 370-6180
(615)371-6180

their home in Cyangugu by them-
selves in a car with their two children,
the ordeal was terrifying. Cyangugu
is about a five-hour drive southwest
of Kigali.

“We had been told by the U.S.
Embassy to sit tight and wait for a res-
cue convoy or maybe even a helicop-
ter,” Hooten recounted. “But we later
learned that it wasn’t possible to get
someone out to us. There was going
to be no rescue operation.”

The family decided to leave with a
group of Free Methodist missionaries
who live near Cyangugu. The
Hootens packed their car before dawn
April 9 and “made a dash” to where
they were to link up with the other
missionaries. But no one ever came
to the arranged meeting point.

The Hootens soon encountered
several roadblocks set up by men car-
rying machetes and knives, who de-
manded food and money.

“At one point we came upon a

mob in the middle of the road. I
forced my way through them with the
vehicle. I didn’t want to stop,” Hooten
said. “I was able to get through them
... but they came charging after us and
one guy got hold of the side of my
door. I had my window down, and he
hung onto it, trying to get me to stop.
The rest of the crowd came after us
with machetes and clubs. He hung
onto the car and tried to stop me, but I
was able to force it into gear and
shove him off, and we got away.”

The Hootens eventually linked up
with others leaving in a convoy. The
group then made their way to Bujum-
bura, Burundi.

Yet Hooten, who grew up in Ken-
ya and Uganda as the son of Southern
Baptist missionaries, said his call to
minister to the people of Rwanda is
stronger than ever.

Many of the missionaries may
soon begin looking for ways to help
with relief work.

Now Kentucky Baptists Have A New Choice.
1 (800) 823 - KCDS
KENTUCKY CHURCH DIRECTORY SERVICE

Call Now For Information. 3

Smokey Mo

CONFERENCES

Senior Citizen ...

\— (eletrativn

Ticket To The Dixie Stampede

E?mturing |

Lulu Roman
Concert Artist

Kay DeKalb Smith
Christian Entertainer

Bob Pitman
Speaker

Bill Cox
Musician

For More Information Call Toll Free:

1-800-374-1550

untain

October 31 through
November 3, 1994

Grand Convention
Center & Hotel
Pigeon Forge, TN

Price Includes: 3 Nights
Lodging, Program Fee, and

« Preaching
¢ Teaching
» Relaxation

Pastor, Far Hills Baptist Church
Inspirational preacher/speaker

Dr. Wayne Moore

Office of Church Relations
7934 College Station Drive

Williamsburg, KY 40769
(606) 549-2200 (ext. 4154)
Name

1994 Pastor/Staff and Family Conference

Cumberland College, Williamsburg, KY
July 18-20, 1994

» Fellowship
. Featuring Conference Personalities:

Dr. Kenneth L. Mahanes, Dayton, Ohio

Dr. Garland Young, Cumberland College

Professor, Department of Religion and Philosophy

Conference Bible teacher, using Galatians, the 1995 Winter Bible
Study emphasis in the Southemn Baptist Convention

Ed and Kay DeKalb Smith, Franklin, Tennesse
Minister of Business Administration and Men's Ministries
Christian entertainer/singer, homemaker

Seminar leaders on home/family and personal and church
finances; assisting worship leadership

For details on cost, lodging, food, schedule and registration, contact:

e Seminars
» Worship
 Entertainment

| Address

City

State Zip

“The rest of the
crowd came after
us with machetes
and clubs. He hung
onto the car and
tried to stop me,
but | was able to
force it into gear
and shove him off,
and we got away.”
Missionary David
Hooten, describing his

family’s escape from
Rwanda
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PEOPLE

KENTUCKY KERNELS

While stories about
sexual abuse of children
have grabbed headlines
in recent years,
Kentucky’s children face
an even greater threat
from a more passive
form of abuse—neglect.
Nearly half (49 percent)
of all confirmed cases of
child abuse in Kentucky
- last year were caused by
' neglect, according to

- data from the Cabinet for
-+ Human Resources.
.. Physical hitting, kicking

- and slapping accounted
for 26 percent of the

: cases. Sexual abuse
i accounted for 9 percent
. of confirmed incidents of
: abuse.

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B DANVILLE—South District As-
sociation has ratified a tribute to Bar-
kley Moore, longtime president of
Oneida Baptist Institute who died ear-
lier this year. The tribute says
Moore’s life “set a standard of excel-
lence and integrity which demonstrat-
ed his love for his Lord and Savior
and therefore his love of all man-
kind.” It concludes, “Though he will
be missed, his influence will be felt
for generations to come.”

B FAIRDALE—TFirst Church called
John Mark Toby as pastor. He pre-
viously was associate pastor at Ninth
& O Church.

B JAMESTOWN—First
called Mark Lilly as pastor.
B LONDON—Wayne Deffinger re-

Church

Mountains to the Mississippi

signed as assistant youth minister at
First Church to become youth minis-
ter at First Church in Dent, Ohio.

B LOUISVILLE—Steven Cope-
land resigned as pastor at Poplar Lev-
el Church to become chaplain at Hos-
pice of Central Kentucky in
Campellsville.

- Fern Creek Church ordained
Brian McAdams to the gospel min-
istry April 17.

Valley Station Church called Jack
Jones as interim minister of music.

Melbourne Heights Church called
Kimberly Kettring as minister to
children. A reception will be given in
her honor Sunday, April 24, from 2-4
p.m. She has attended the church
since birth.

Ohio River dedicates expansion

By Pauline Stegall
State Correspondent

SALEM—Southern Baptists in
Livingston and Crittenden counties
marked a milestone March 31 with
dedication of an expanded and reno-
vated associational office building for

.| Ohio River Baptist Association.

" The addition includes new offices,
a conference room and an apartment
for visiting missionaries and evange-
lists. Remodeling in the older section
created new classroom space and up-
graded kitchen facilities.

Tony Hough, associate in the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s direct
missions department, spoke at the
dedication.

John East, director of missions,
said the $70,000 cost of the expansion
will be raised from churches and in-

dividuals. He expects the debt to be
- paid within five years.

East credited members of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union and former
directors of missions Bailey Sadler
and Henry Parrott for their vision of
providing an associational office
building in 1973. :

CLASSIFIED ADS |

AVAILABLE: Kentuckian serv-
ing in Canada last 2-1/2 years seeks
pastor’s position. Relocating to be
closer to family. SBC seminary grad-
uate. Nine years experience. Out-
reach, family oriented. Information:
call (502) 358-3554, ask for John.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music/youth. Green Acres Baptist
Church. Send resumé to Don Barnett,
Personnel Chairman, 6310 Gayle Dr.,
Louisville, KY 40219. (502) 452-
3287.

VACATION: Sanibel Island,
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va-
cation rental. Pool, tennis courts,
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud-
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752. ;

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth/education. Send resumé to:
Lancaster Baptist Church, 201 Rich-
mond Street, Lancaster, KY 40444.

FOR SALE: Four air-condition-
ers, approx. 10-ton, working condi-
tion, best offer. Call (502) 538-7768
or 955-9886. :

FOR SALE: 1980 model 44-pas-
senger Blue Bird bus. Chevrolet gas-
oline engine, 5-speed transmission,
Excellent condition. Call (502) 538-
7768 or 955-9886.

WANTED: Trinity Baptist
Church is accepting applications for a
spirit-filled individual to serve as
youth minister. Send letter of applica-
tion to 604 So. 21st, Paducah, KY
42003.

FOR SALE: Used, unpadded
church pews, excellent condition,
seating capacity approx. 300. Calva-
ry Christian Center, Mt. Washington,
KY 40047. (502) 955-9886.

SBC TOUR: Orlando, Fla., June
12-16, 1994. Airfare, room and shut-
tle as low as $449/person. Extensions
available. Ray Hayes (502) 477-2379.

SEEKING: Casas Adobes Baptist
Church announces search for a prin-
cipal/minister for our day school of
grades K-8. Our school is 23 years old
with 320 children. Call Pat Thomp-
son at (602) 297-7238 or write 2131
W. Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 85741-2699
for additional information. Starting
date will be July 1, 1994.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, 1-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-

ming and campground. Year-round

Christian fun.

This scrlﬂtural concept of burden
sharil the alternative to

ex| ve insurance.

W People helping people.

1 Pay $300 + 20% of first $5000.

B $122 per mo. average family
burden share, -

B Assistance with malernity expenses.

Call All Saints
1-800-259-0095

58 new opportunities

~ We are now in the last quarter of this school
year. Each new year brings us many new young
people with many needs. It is nearly overwhelm-
. ing to see so many students with so many prob-
lems. :
 Every new young person gives us an opportu-
nity to encourage and witness. Some come to us
so full of hatred that it sometimes seems impossi-
ble to share the wonderful love of Christ. Some
are so discouraged from years of failure that it is
very difficult to stir the embers of a desire to learn.
Others are so consumed with personal
* problems that they cannot focus on the
important things of life.
But they come, and we thank the

THIS IS
ONEIDA

have the most important thing in life—eternal
life—he would have to give up some of this

world’s load. The Bible tells us he went away -

“grieved” because he had great possessions. In
our situation, we are usually the ones doing the
grieving because some have to be sent home or
leave on their own. It is never easy to let one go!
We never become accustomed to losing them.
Now that we are in the home stretch of this
school year, it would be easy to rationalize that it
would be best not to take in new students this late
in the year. After all, this has been a
hard year. They all have been! “Just

some would say. But that is not ou

Lord for entrusting every one of them
to us. But one must never underesti-
mate the power of the devil. Just as the
Lord has led them to us, the devil is
just as determined to see them spiritu-
ally and emotionally destroyed.

We know that some come deter-
mined not to allow- anyone to show
them God’s love. Every year we see
many of these young people leave us

A.B. Colvin

way, and it was not the way Jesus
taught us. He said when one is thirsty,
give a drink. When one is hyngry, feed
the person. Meet the person’s needs
while the need is there, not when it is
convenient for us.

With this in mind/ we received 58
new students for the last eight weeks
of this school year. If we were to refuse
to take them at this time, I think we

after-a very short time, never having

met the Master, but having heard of him. They

leave us, never having accepted our love even

though they have been loved. They turn away
~ without learning even though the opportunity to

learn was offered. _

Some have been critical of our turnover rate
among students. They would suggest that because
we have not been successful with all of these
young people, somehow we have been a failure.
‘When I hear people say this, or subtly imply it, I
remind them of the rich young man who came

| running and kneeled at Jesus’ feet. When he came
to Jesus, he was carrying too much of this world’s
“baggage.” Jesus suggested that if he wanted to

would be in the same position as the
young ruler—too much baggage. We will have to
spend more time, have more patience and share
some extra love with them. But with God’s help,
we will keep on sharing from his endless resourc-
€s. :

We never lose sight of the fact that it is be-'
cause of your sharing we are able to share. Be-
cause you honor us and lift us- up with your
prayers we find the strength to carry on. We are
an extension of your love. ;

Written by W.F. “Bud” Underwood, dean of boys/
work program supervisor

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In-

stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

have them wait until summer school,” /

Summer at Clear Creek brings
the opportunity for many volun-
teers to help us with campus
projects. Ten groups already are
scheduled.

A team from Greenup Associa-
tion returns for the third year. Di-
rected by John Edwards, these 20
men will remove the roof from a
1950s stgdént cottage and begin to-
tal renovation.

Several years ago
while on furlough, New
Testament professor
Dennis Brotherton
stayed in Bolivar, Mo.
That connection brings
a group from Southern
Hills Baptist Church.

Smith Association,
Raleigh, Miss., and
Northwest Association,
Fernando, Miss., will be
on campus in late June.
This is the second trip

Another busy summer with volunteers

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

Two Alabama churches will be
on campus for the first time: First
Baptist, Albertville, and Farmstead
Baptist, Jasper.

In late July, Beulah Baptist,
Lynchburg, Va., will share the
campus with Campers on Mission
from Owensboro. This is the sec-
ond trip for both groups.

Volunteers will help us com-
plete three duplexes in the new

Hemlock Heights stu-
dent village. These are
under roof, but will need
the interiors completed.
Volunteers will paint,
hang cabinets and install
inside trim. Some will
pour sidewalks and do
landscaping. Hemlock
Heights Village will be
dedicated Aug. 1-2.

- We are grateful for
friends, alumni and the
Chatlos Foundation of

for Northwest Associa-,
tion.

Former alumnus and faculty
member Dr. Tommy Holtzclaw,
director of missions from Sullivan
Association, Kingsport, Tenn., re-
turns for the third year. Twenty-five
volunteers will continue renovation
of the student cottages. During the
summer, we expect to totally reno-
vate two stone cottages on Holly
Hill. This will include new rafters,
decking and roofing, new wiring,
insulation, sheet rock, windows and
central heat and air.

Orlando, Fla., for the
funding to purchase materials for
these work teams. As you know,
Clear Creek operates on a “pay-as-
we-go” policy.

To lower our costs, volunteers
will pay for meals or donate food.
They bring their own linens. Some
will camp in our mobile home park.
They will be blessed by helping us
meet major campus needs. We will
make-a host of new friends.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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TRENDS

‘Sit and soak’ worship gives way to participation

By Baob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (ABP)—
People will not come to churches in
the 21st century because they seek
meaning and purpose but because
they seek “the rapture of being alive,”
a scholar told a recent gathering of
religious communicators.

“We are moving from worship that
is basically sit-and-soak to worship
that is participatory,” Leonard Sweet,
chancellor of United Theological
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, told a joint
session of the Religious Public Rela-
tions Council and the Baptist Public
Relations Association.

One key shift in moving from a
modern to a post-modern worldview
is the move from “representation” to
“participation,” Sweet said. In that
shift, he explained, the orientation
moves from “does it make sense?”’ to
“was it a good experience?”

“People aren’t looking for mean-
‘ing and purpose. They’re finding pur-
pose in everything,” he said.

Post-modern people “don’t have a
hard time believing,” Sweet said.
“They just have a hard time believing
the right things.”

To be effective in the post—modern
world, churches must reverse their
" assumption that correct teaching
comes before an orthodox religious
experience, he advised. So in a partic-

ipational model, churches must create

correct experiences that will translate
into correct doctrine.

“Ministry today is the ability to
evoke experiences of the transcen-
dent,” Sweet said. “It is not giving
people something to believe in.”

Along with the emphasis on par-

ticipation, Sweet said an equally im-

portant shift toward a post-modern
paradigm is the move from “a hi-fi
mono to stereo and soon-to-be sur-
round-sound culture.”

The old representational model,
Sweet said, “was heavily into big

middles”—a mass culture with a mid-

dle class, middle. income, “middle
brow” culture and middle age.

Those middles are “demassify-
ing,” Sweet said. And post-modern
life is being transformed into a series
of “divergent unities”—the rich are
richer while the poor are poorer; soci-
ety is increasingly global yet local;
people seek to “unplug” while at the
same time they computerize; and tele-
vision scréens get both larger and
smaller.

“It is a binocular and no longer a
monocular world,” he said.

Worship; Sweet said, is becoming
both more liturgical and more free-
form at the same time. “The Episco-
palians and Pentecostals have won,”
he said. Though at opposite ends of
the Protestant spectrum in many
ways, “both are based on participa-
tory forms of worship,” he added.

“In the post-modern world, safety
is not found in seeking to stand in the

- middle of the road,” he said. “In the

post-modern world, if you stand in the
middle of the road, you will get hit by
both sides because the sides are
growing.”

The post-modern world has a
“double ring,” Sweet said, in which
either-or messages are replaced in a
both-and culture.

“The key is to strike a balance
Sweet said. He noted that the earliest
definition of the ancient Greek word
“logos” was that which brings the
contradictory together. .

“I'm not one of those who says,

: Southern Seminary had early
start on church music drama

LOUISVILLE (BP)—Twenty

__five years after Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary staged its first
church musie drama, the art form has
moved from a novelty seen in only a
few congregations to a trend making
inroads across the country, according
to the director of the school’s Work-
shop in Church Music Drama.

“We used to say that the wave of
the ’80s was instrumental music in the
“‘church,” said Mozelle Clark Sher-
man, professor of church music.

“Clearly the wave of the ’90s is com-

. bining all the arts in worship.”

-Music drama is a good way to at-
tract the attention of a generation ac-
customed to the visual stimuli offered
by television, Sherman said.

At Southern, Sherman prepares
* students for ministry in churches that
use the ancient art form to reach to-
day’s visually oriented society.
Churches utilizing church music dra-
ma vary in both size and denomina-
tion, she said, adding that Baptist and

~ Assembly of God churches are “lead-

ing the way.”

Productions range from huge pag-
eants to simple plays that involve
singing. Some churches frequently

" combine elements of music and dra-

: ma within regular Sunday worship.

. _When the seminary began teach-

ing church music drama during the
1968-69 school year, it was “ahead of
the times,” Sherman said.

Over the years, Southern has
mounted a wide variety of produc-
tions. Students have performed well-
known operatic works and Broadway
shows as well as dramatic church
musicals. Performing in musical dra-

.ma, Sherman said, is a good way for
students to enhance their musician--

ship and broaden their ministerial
competency

“It gives them a chance to test their
limits and to expenment with this type

of expression,” she said, emphasizing °

that it also lets students evaluate the
types of productions they might want
to adapt for church use.

“I have had a lot of students who

have started community theater type
groups in cooperation with their
churches,” said Sherman. Those
kinds of ministries she observed, are
often effective ways to reach un-
churched people.

For students intensely interested in
the field, Southern offers church mu-
sic drama as a second major for mu-

ssic students. Southern is the only
school anywhere to offer such an em-

phasis, Sherman said.

e

‘Go after the boomers.” I'm arguing,
‘Go after the boosters and the busters
and put them together.’ T call it hot-
fudge-sundae worship. You bring
them together and the boomers will
come.’

The methodology employed in tar-
geting boomers based on tailoring
churches to their likes and dislikes has
special problems for a “gospel that’s
based not on pierced ears but pierced
hands,” Sweet said. Go too far to ac-
commodate preferences in the way
the gospel is presented and “the con-

tent is in jeopardy.”

Ministry in a binocular world re-
quires church leaders who are pre-
pared to function both as members of
a team and as “a superstar,” Sweet
said. That concept, he admitted, goes
against the grain of the old egalitarian
model that emphasized middles.

Still, he challenged religious com-
municators, “Give up the solo stuff,
but start thinking ‘teams’ and ‘super-
stars.” You bring the whole thing to-
gether, and you ain’t seen nothing
yet.”

American religion at ‘in-hetween’ time
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e T T —
d publication of
1 the Western Recorder
) -12th graders
b>—=College students and other
singles above 18
DEADLINE All entries must be pnstmarketl

no iater than May 1, 1994

THE FINE PRINT: This contest is sponsored by the West-
ern Recorder. Entrants must be members of Kentucky

- Baptist Convention churches who have signed “True
Love Waits” commitment cards to abstain from sex until
marriage. Entries will not be returned. Winners will be
selected by a panel of judges named by the Western Re-
corder staff. Essays must be 500 words or less in length.
Mail entries to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville,
Ky. 40253. Please include church name.
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