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4,000 missionaries 
For the first time, the 

number of missionaries 
under appointment of 
the Southern Baptist 

Foreign Mission Board 
has topped 4,000. 

Seepage 2. 

Kentuckians named 
Graves County Baptist 

Association came out the 
big winner in this year's 

nominations for 
Kentuckians to serve as 

trustees of Southern 
Baptist ConventioA 

agencies and 
institutions. See page 2. 

Editorial 
Help y_our' local 

newspaper be more 
sensitive in its coverage 

of religious issues. 
See page 5. 

Court case 
The U.S. Supreme Court 

heard arguments last 
week in a case that pits 

abortion protesters 
against clinic operators 
who say the protesters 

should be limited in what 
they can say and how 

they say it. See page 6. 

Book warning 
Two Southern Baptist 

interfaith witness experts 
have warned that the 

best-selling book 
"Embraced by the Light" 

promotes Mormon 
theology. See page 8. 

Right to die? 
Scholars faced off at a 

recent forum at Stetson 
University on the issue 

of assisted suicide. 
See page 11. 
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Literacy · missions volunteers needed 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

If you can read the statistics in the 
next two paragraphs, you are quali­
fied to do something about them: 

I Of the 50 least-educated counties 
in the United States, nearly half (23) 
are in Kentucky. 

I Kentucky ranks foremost among 
all states in percentage of population 
with less than a ninth grade education. 
More than 450,000 Kentucky adults, 
16.7 percent of the population age 18 
and above, fit this description. 

Put bluntly, an enormous number 
of Kentucky adults cannot :read the 
four sentences you just read. But they 
could, if more Kentucky Baptists 
would get involved in literacy mis­
sions, says Elaine Ozment. _ 
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Ozment is the new literacy mis­
sions consultant in the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's direct missions de­
partment. She's a na_tive of Corbin, 
but has experience as a·volunteer mis­
sionary teaching literacy and doing 
deaf ministry in Puerto Rico. Upon 
completing doctoral studies at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, she 
hopes to return to Puerto Rico with 
her husband to start a school for the 
deaf. 

EASY AS A-B-C Baptist volunteers who teach adult reading and writing courses in Ken-
- tucky will be trained to use Laubach texts such as this one, which allows students to 
begin reading from the first lesson. Using charts, students make immediate connections 
between pictures, letters and words. 

Her immediate goal is two-fold: to 
identify and put to work all trained lit­
eracy workers among Kentucky Bap­
tists and to train as many more volun­
teers as possible. 

She also wants Kentucky Baptists 
to begin looking around their commu­
nities to discover the needs for litera­
cy training. Few people will have to 

look far from home to find such a 
need, she said. 

People who are illiterate often 
don't give away their secret freely, 
Ozment explained. "You can hear • 
someone talk English conversational­
ly and never know they're illiterate. 

"People who can't read and.write 
are still intelligent and bright. They're 

• not dumb; they're just under-educat­
ed." 

And while some people are bright 
enough to achieve amazing success 
without being literate, illiteracy al­
ways presents a barrier at some point, 
she said. 

Teaching people to read and write 
improves their job skills, raises their 
standard of living and radically 
changes their lifestyle, Ozment said, 
It's the difference between giving 
someone a fish and teaching them to 
fish for their own food, 

But there's another reason Chris­
tians should be interested in teaching 
people to read and write, she added­
the Bible. "As Christians, we have a 
book that's really special. We're try­
ing to teach people to read to benefit 
them in this life and the next." 

Literacy missions also is an effec-
0 See Literacy missions ... , page 3 

American teens also divided on abortion 
PRINCETON, N.J.-American 

teens are nearly evenly divided over 
the issue of abortion rights, but a ma­
jority believe teens should have to 
obtain parental consent before having 

American teens• 
views on abortion 
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an abortion. 
These are among reports published 

in the first edition of "Youth Views,'' 
to be produced 10 times a year by the 
George Gallup International Institute. 

ALLOW 
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REASON 

OUTLAW 
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ABORTION 
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SOURCE: Youthviews newsletter, based on findings of the Gallup Youth 
Survey, which interviewed a representative national sample of 512 
teens between July and October of 1993. • 

The newsletter is based on findings 
from the Gallup Youth Survey. 

The percentage of American teens 
who say they favor abortion rights has 
remained steady at 47 percent since 
1991, the newsletter reports. Howev­
er, the percentage of American teens 
who believe all abortion should be 
outlawed has dropped from 44 per­
cent in 1991 to 37 percent in 1993. 
The remaining 9 percent in 1991 and 
16 percent in 1993 are either undecid­
ed or take a position somewhere be­
tween the two extremes. 

Among demographic breakdowns 
on the abortion question, the newslet­
ter says: 

I There is no significant difference 
in attitudes between male and female 
teens. 

I Teens ages 13-15 are more divid­
ed over abortion rights than teens ages 
16-17. 

I Young Catholics are more likely 
to favor abortion rights than young 
Protestants. 

I Support for abortion is weakest. 
in the South, while strongest in the 
East. 

"Takeri together, these statistics 
seem to indicate that the abortion de­
bate is just as thorny for younger 
Americans as for older Americans, 
and just as divisive," writes newslet­
ter editor Wendy Plump. "The young­
e~t group of teens is the most evenly 
divided of all, guaranteeing that the 
abortion debate will rage on for the 
foreseeable future." 

Kentucky 
pilot's· faith 
kepf'himup 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

FORT CAMPBEUr-Faith 
in God makes the difference 
when military service calls_ for 
extreme sacrifice, U.S. Army 
aviator Perry Alliman believes, 
_ Allimari and, his co~pil~t 
agreed that without their faith 
in God, they never would have 
survived a crash landing, se­
vere bodily bums a,nd injuries, 
or ground fire from angry So­
mali snipers last September. 

The "Eyes over Mogad­
ishu" mission was intended to 
keep peace, Alliman said. But 
for him and his·crew, Sept. 25, 
1993, turned into the worst 
kind of conflict-the kind that 
takes human life. 

• Alliman, 32, is a chief war­
rant officer in the 9-lOlst avia­
tion regiment at Fort Campbell. 
_ He wasn't assigned a co-pi­

lot until after he arrived in So­
malia last Aug_ust, he said, al­
though he had been praying to 
fly with another Christian. 

Alliman and his wife, Deb­
bie, have been active Christians 
since 1986. They and their 
three children currently attend , 
Henderson Memorial Baptist 
Church in Hopkinsville. 

Through a Bible study in 
Somalia, Alliman got acquaint­
ed with Dale Shrader, another 
pilot from Fort Campbell who 
already had served five months 
in Somalia. 

On the ground, Alliman and 
Shrader took turns leading Bi­
ble studies .when the chaplain 
was unavailable. 

In the air, the two men took 
turns co,ntrolling an_ 18,000-
pound Blac~ H_a\Yk helicopter. 
. The partJlc::rship and Chris­
tian friendship they developed 
helped the two pilots endure the 
harrowing crisis that sµuck a 

, month later'. 
The night began · like many 

others, Alliman remembered: 
"We had been flying for about 
.one-and-a-half hours .... It was 
2 a.in. and we needed gas." . 

But when they touched 
down to refuel, three mortar 
shells exploded directly in front 
of them,-he · said. 

They immediately took off 
to avoid being hit. However, 
they didn't escape thi; second __ 
attack-a __ grenade which • 
seated through the aircraft from 
front to back. • 

"We landed within 30 sec­
onds of the .hit," Alliman said. . { 
"We hit hard." 

The tail section of the heli­
copter broke off whf!n the air­

'• craft hi_t a building, Alliman' s 
face smashed into the console. 

a See Thougb_ shot ... , Pffie 13 



BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS FMB missionary force tops 4,000 for first time 

■ After failing to force 
an emergency meeting 

of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

trustees to make amends 
for firing president 

Russell Dilday, trustee 
Robert Anderson has 

called for a day of prayer 
for the seminary May 11. 

"I want to sound the 
alarm to the fact that we 

need to get on our knees 
before God and hear 

fr~m h(i;n ,q,~ ~~j_~ 
matter/' .Anderson said 
• in 'a news release 

April 26. 

■ Gene Nabi has been 
named national special 

education consultant 
with the Southern Baptist 

Sunday School Board. 

FORT WORTH, Texas- For the 
first'time in history, Southern Baptists 
now have more than 4,000 mission­
aries serving on foreign fields. 

Trustees of the denomination's 
Foreign Mission Board celebrated 
that milestone and responded to a na­
tionally publicized document on 
Catholic-evangelical relations during 
their April 25-27 meeting in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

In other action, trustees elected 
new officers, reorganized their struc­
ture to match recent staff reorganiza­
tion and voted to schedule a closed­
door briefing as part of every board 
meeting. 
' Texan David Thompson and his 

-wife, Janey, pushed the active foreign 
missionary force to 4,000 when they 
were appointed with 31 others in a 
service at Tarrant County Convention 
Center. 

Thompson, a 42-year-old accoun­
tant from San Angelo, will work in 
the mission business manager's office 
in Malawi. 

Last week's appointment of 33 

new missionaries pushes the FMB' s 
total to 4,011 missionaries serving in 
129 countries. The total includes 
3,493 career and associate missionar­
ies and 518 two-year workers in the 
International Service Corps. 

In his charge to the new mission­
aries, FMB President Jerry Rankin 
questioned why only 4,000 of more 
than 15 million Southern Baptists 
have responded to God's call to serve. 

"By what right is any Christian 
exempted?" he questioned. "Are you • 
called but not chosen by your own 
disposition and ears failing to hear?" 

During their meeting, FMB trust­
ees took issue with a document on 
Catholic-evan.gelical relations, 
"Evangelicals and Catholics Togeth­
er: The Christian Mission in the.Third 
Millenium." The_ statement, released 
March 29, calls for reduced conflicts 
between evangelicals and Catholics 
and more cooperation on social issues . 
such as abortion, education, pornog­
raphy, religious liberty and race rela-
tions. • 

It also calls for the two groups to 

stop proselytizing or "sheep stealing" 
from each other's folds. The 40 sign­
ers of the document included Richard 
Land, director of the SBC Christian 
Life Commission and Larry Lewis, 
president of the SBC Home Mission 
Board. 

FMB trustees declared the docu­
ment "is subject to interpretations 
harmful to the work of foreign mis­
sions." • 

They approved a statement affirm­
ing the appropriateness of missionary 
witness among populations and indi­
viduals characterized by nominal or 
former allegiance to any Christian 
denomination. 

Trustees said they reject any sug­
gestion. that such witness should be 
characterized as "sheep stealing," 
proselytizing or a wasteful use of re­
sources. 

Leon Hyatt of Pineville, La., re­
tired director of church extension for 
Louisiana Baptists, was elected trust­
ee chairman, winning 57-22 over 
Hoyt Savage, a pastor from Las Ve­
gas, Nev. 

Carl Johnson, FMB business man­
ager, reported that for the fust time in 
four years receipts for both the Coop­
erative Program and Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering had increased 
over the previous six months. 

Jim Slack, FMB church-growth 
consultant, reported record growth in 
total churches, new churches consti­
tuted in one year, membership, bap­
tisms, Sunday school/Bible teaching 
enrollment, preaching points and mis­
sionaries assigned to the least-evange­
lized areas, called "World A." 

A recent increase in missionary 
appointments should put the board 
closer to meeting its Bold Mission 
Thrust goal of 5,000 missionaries 
overseas by the year 2000, he said. 

Trustees also approved a plan of 
reorganization for trustee committees 
and responsibilities. The plan in­
cludes three business sessions at each 
meeting instead of ·two and a forum 
between trustees and administrators 
to be held in executive session. 

Compiled from Baptist Press and As­
sociated Baptist Press reports 

He recently retired as 
speclal education 

consultant at the board. 
The new appointment is 

intended to squelch fears 
that a recent 

reorganization lessened 
the board's emphasis on 

special education 
ministries, board 

officials said. 

Graves County highly visible on SBC nominees list 

~'\ 

By Marv Knox 
Editor . 

NASHVILLE- Kentucky's 
Graves County Baptist Association 
and Mid-Continent Baptist Bible Col­
lege will step up in national promi­
nence if a report by the Southern Bap: 
ti~t Convention nominating commit­
.tee is approved. 

Four of six Kentuckians nominat­
ed to fill SBC trustee or committee 
vacancies are members of churches 
affiliated with Graves County Asso­
ciation in the western part of the state. 
Three of those four are connected 
with Mid-Continent College in May­
field: 
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I Lillian Butler, wife of Mid-Con- Yates, registrar and director .of 

tinent.PresidentLaVerneButleranda missions at Mid-Continent and a 
member of Northside Baptist Church member of First Baptist Church of 
in Mayfield, was nominated to a Mayfield, will serve on a special sub­
tfuee-year terni-on the otder of busi- cciinrn,ittee to recommend people to 
ness committee. If elected, she will fill those and other vacancies on the 
succeed her daughter, Sandra Butler nominating committee's report. 
Hodge, of Princeton. The full slate of nominations will 

I Bobby Swift, dean of continuing be presented to messengers to the 
education at Mid-Continent and a SBC annual meeting in Orlando, Fla., 
member of Liberty Baptist Church in June 14-16. 
Hickory, was recommended for a Yates and the other Kentuckian on 
five~year term on the Golden Gate the nominating committee, Pastor 
Bc:ptist Theological Seminary board Bob Brooks of First Baptist Church 
oftrustees. If elected, he will succeed of Louisa, sought the best candidates 
the Butlers' daughter-in-law, Gayle possible, she said. 
Butler, of Louisville. Although four of the first six nom-

1 Charles Cloyd, an associate pro- inees are from the same association, 
fessor at'Mid-Continent and a mem- they are the top candidates available, 
ber of Hickory Baptist Church in Yates added. 
Hickory, was nominated to complete "We looked for things from all 
a term which will expire in 1995 on over the state, and these were the peo­
the American Baptist Seminary Com- ple we felt were best qualified," she 
mission. said . 

I Robert Wilson, pastor of First "We didn't look exclusively from 
Baptist Church in Mayfield, was pro- this area. These people we've select­
posed for a four-year term on the ed are going to do what the Lord 

wants them to do, and I feel real com­
fortable with our nominations." 

In addition to nominations to fill 
the eight new vacancies, seven Keb.0 , 

tuckians have been'. nominated· to , 
serve second terms on the boards of 
their SBC organizations. They are: 

I Emma P. Day, a layperson from 
Elizabethtown, Home Mission Board. 

I Roger Williams of Annville, pas­
tor of Bond Baptist Church, Sunday 
School Board. 

I Michael Harris, a layperson from 
Elizabethtown, Southern Seminary. 

I Stanley Willett II, a layperson 
from Louisville, Southern Seminary. 

I Hayward Casey, pastor of Brow­
der Baptist Church in Browder, 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

I Claude Witt of Louisville, exec­
utive director of the Temperance 
League of Kentucky, Christian Life 
Commission. 

I Doris Yeiser of Louisville, archi­
vist for the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion, Historical Commission. 

Stewardship Commission, succeed­
ing Emery Farris of Pineville .. 

Two other Kentuckians also re­ 3 Kentuckians tapped by Young 
ceived nominations: 

I B.H. Haile, a dentist and mem­
ber of Hillcrest Baptist Church in 
Hopkinsville, was recommended for 
a four-year term on the Home Mis­
sion Board, succeeding Linda Princi­
pe of Brandenburg. 

• James Hyman, an obstetrician/ 
gynecologist and member of Bash­
ford Manor Baptist Church in Louis­
ville, was proposed for a five-year · 
term on the Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary board of trustees, 
replacing John Michael of Louisville. 

Kentucky Baptists will be eligible 
to fill two other SBC vacancies-one 
on the Executive Committee and an­
other on "the Foreign Mission Board. 

Original candidates for those posi­
tions declined to accept nomination, 
said Yvonne Yates, one of two Ken­
tuckians on the nominating commit-

. tee. • 
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KENTUCKY 
Literacy missions volunteers needed across state 
Continued from page 1 
tive outreach tool for the church, said 
Gayle Leininger, a home missionary 
who specializes in literacy missions. 
Surveys show that reading Scripture 
is the No. 1 reason illiterate Ameri­
cans want to learn to read, she said. 

This is a natural fit for Southern 
Baptist literacy workers, who use 
Scripture as texts in literacy lessons. 
One of the texts used in Kentucky is 
based on the Gospel of Mark. 

Ozment will be teaching two types 
of literacy workshops across the state 
in the corning months. 

One workshop will train volun­
teers to teach conversational English. 
This is especially effective for minis­
try in areas with migrant farm work­
ers or foreign business representa­
tives, she said. 

The other workshop will train vol­
unteers to teach adult reading and 
writing skills. With this training, vol­
unteers can work one-on-one with 
anyone who can't read and write. 

Both workshops are 16 hours in 

length, and may be offered over a 
weekend or over a period of several 
days. Upcoming workshops already 
are scheduled for Hazard and Louis­
ville. 

Ironically, Southern Baptists' 
work in literacy missions got its start 
in Kentucky, but Baptists in other 
states have made greater strides with 
this ministry in recent years. 

Lillian and John Isaacs served as 
missionaries in Eastern Kentucky for 
20 years. There they discovered a 
need for literacy training, a need 
mostly left unspoken. 

Mrs. Isaacs' desire to open the Bi­
ble to the people of Eastern Kentucky 
became the catalyst for the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board to be­
gin a far-reaching program of literacy 
missions in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 
played a vital role in this develop­
ment. 

The current director of the HMB' s 
literacy work also is a native Kentuck­
ian, Kendale Moore of Louisville. 

Currently, about 12 percent of 
Southern Baptist churches nationwide 
are involved in some form of literacy 
missions, he said. But more volun­
teers are needed• everywhere. 

Literacy ministry has become a vi­
tal component of Baptist work in sev~ 
eral sta~es, he reported. 

For el(ample, in just two of the 25 
· literacy ministries operating in Ohio 

in 1991, 26 people professed faith in 
Jesus Christ. Oklahoma Baptists start­
ed seven churches and missions in 
1991 out of literacy ministries. 

The needs for literacy ministry in 
Kentucky are tremendous, said Tony 
Hough, KBC direct missions • 
associate. He 
suggested lit­
eracy min­
istry 

Danville 'True Love Wa.its' rally draws 600 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

DANVILLE- About 30 Dan­
ville-area churches- from the Pente- • 
costals to the Presbyterians- joined 
forces with Kentucky Baptists for a 
''True Love Waits" rally of extraordi­
nary pr9portions April 18. 

More than 600 teen-agers heard 
contemporary Christian music, saw 
dramatic presentations and listened to 
their peers give testimonies about sex­
ual purity during a celebration rally at 
the Danville High School auditorium, 
reported rally organizer Kime Mur­
phy .• 

And nearly 400 of those attending 
made a commitment to sexual absti­
nence until marriage, she said. 

Murphy, director of youth minis­
tries at Gethsemane Baptist Church in 
Danville, is credited with the idea and 
much of the energy behind the local 
event. "True Love Waits" is an inter­
national program sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

"We were only expecting about 

200-300 to come," said Rodney 
Lynch, minister of youth at First Bap­
tist Church in Danville. "But then we 
had over 600 to show up." 

The large crowd was due in part to 
widespread promotion of the event, 
leaders said. They advertised by ra­
dio, newspaper and cable television 
ads, by posters and fliers 

broadest audience possible. 
Murphy ·and others called and sent 

letters to every church in the Danville • 
area, inviting them to participate in 
the rally, she said. 

The idea was for each church to 
schedule family and church-spon­
sored "True Love Waits" events be-

fore the rally. "We en­
in schools and business­
es, by direct mailing to 
churches and by word of 
mouth, Murphy said. 

And the rally was in­
ter-racial as well as in­
terdenominational, 
Lynch said, noting at 

REMINDER: The 
deadline for the Western 
Recorder's ''True Love 
Waits" youth essay 
contest is May 16. 

couraged each church, 
'Adapt the material or 
use your _own to chal­
lenge young people to a 
biblical view of sex,"' 
Lyncb .. Y-XP.i.l!i!led. 

Commitment carcls 

least one African-American Baptist 
church helped plan and provided 
leadership for the rally. 

Murphy said she first considered 
the idea for this event after looking 
over the ''True Love Waits" materials 
and realizing how much teens outside 
the church, as well as inside, needed 
to hear the message. 

So she began inviting other area 
youth leaders to help her come up 
with ideas about how to reach the 

printed for use during 
the rally were smaller and thicker than 
those in the promotional packet, Mur­
phy said. About the size of business 
cards, these were designed to be kept 
in wallets or purses as a continual re­
minder of the teen-agers' decisions. 

To fund the event, each of the 10-
15 most-involved· churches were 
asked to contribute $100, Lynch ex­
plained. "We couldn't have done it 
without all the churches working to­
gether. We need to do more of this." 

would be an excellent option for Ken­
tucky churches seeking to participate 
in this year's "Hope for Hurting Hu­
manity" emphasis on ministry 
projects. 

For information on how you or 
your church can minister through lit­
eracy missions, contact Ozment or 
Hough at the Baptist Building in Lou­
isville by calling (502) 245-4101. 

No rate increase for Recorder; advertisin.g policy affirmed 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Western Recorder subscribers 
should not experience a rate increase 
during the 1994-95 fiscal year, ac­
cording to a budget adopted by the 
paper's board of directors April 26. 

Rates of $10.60 for an individual 
subscription and $8.50 for a church 
plan subscription will remain intact 
for the coming yt!ar. 

The $909,619 budget for the fiscal 
year beginning Sept. 1, 1994, antici­
pates income from four major sourc­
es: subscriptions (48 percent), Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention (32 per­
cent), advertising (11 percent) and the 
church news page service (7 percent). 
The remaining 2 percent will come 
from typesetting services, interest in-

come and other sources. 
During the meeting, the 12-mem­

ber board declined to . act on the re-
• quest of a Louisville-area pastor to 
reconsider the paper's advertising 
policy. 

Rodney Burnette, pastor of Ninth 
& 0 Baptist Church in Louisville, had 
requested the board adopt a policy 
prohibiting political advertisements 
"paid for by the moderates, the con­
servatives or anyone·else." Such ads 
should not be allowed because they 
foster division, he said in the letter, 
which was published in the Recorder 
April 26. 

Burnette specifically cited a paid 
advertisement in the April 5 issue 
from the Kentucky Baptist Fellow­
ship, 

After a brief discussion of the is-

sue, board members made no motion 
to reconsider the current policy. 

Editor Marv Knox and board 
Chairman Don Mantooth explained 
that the current policy had been af­
firmed by the board in 1990. That 
policy views the Recorder as an open 
forum for all Kentucky Baptists and 
would disallow advertising only on a 
moral basis- for products such as to­
bacco, alcohol and other items con- . 
trary to the Christian faith. 

To disallow any advertising not 
directly related to· the KBC also 
would mean the Recorder could not 
take advertising from organizations 
such as the Temperance League of 
Kentucky or Kentucky Right to Life, 
Mantooth noted, 

Among other business, the board 
heard a report on circulation trends, 

which Knox said have been generally 
positive since September 1992. The 
Recorder's weekly circulation stood 
at 48,028 as of last month. 

. In the last fiscal year-the latest 
year for which comparable statistics 
are available- the Recorder appeared 
to be the only weekly state Baptist 
newspaper gaining in circulation, 
Knox reported. 

In addition, through publishing the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
"Events" insert, circulation rises to 
about 61,000 once a month, he said. 
With the addition of partnership pub­
lishing agreements with three smaller 
state conventions, the Recorder's 
products reach more than 70,000 
homes . monthly-probably the most 
extensive impact in the Recorder's 
history, Knox said. 

DISHONORABLE DISTINC­
TION Of the 50 /east-edu­
cated counties in the United 
States, 23 are found in 
Kentucky. In order of high­
est percentage of under­
educated to lowest, they 
are Owsley, Clay, Cumber­
land, Jackson, Magoffin, 
Wolfe, Metcalfe, Casey, 

Morgan, McCreary, 
Green, Wayne, Monroe, 

Lewis, Lee, Clinton, 
Rockcastle, Elliott, 
Leslie, Bath, Adair, 

Lawrence and Knott. 
Source: Home Mission 
Board program research 
department, based on anal­
ysis of 1990 U.S. Census. 

PORTRAIT UNVEILED Sa­
rah Eddleman poses with 
the recently completed por­
trait of her husband, Leo 
Eddleman, who served as 
president of Georgetown 
College from 1954 to 1958. 
Mrs. Eddleman was the 
guest of honor at the April 
15 unveiling of the portrait 
at the college, Her husband 
was unable to attend due to 
poor health. 
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OPINION 
Good news report: Spring 1994 

I Cooperative Program gifts in 
March from Kentucky Baptist 
churches reached $1,626,001, bpng­
ing the seven-month total to 
$10,225,102, 1.9 percent ahead of the 
previous year and 3.1 percent ahead 
of budget. In addition, receipts desig­
nated for Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion-only causes were .$34,007, push­
ing the total to $225,153 and 17.2 per­
cent ahead of the prior year. 

I Miki Davis Robison reports that 
this past year an innova-

ing August 1993. 
I 416 Kentucky Baptists from 

more than 200 churches attended five 
tax conferences this year, sponsored 
by the KBC annuity department. This 
included 37 professional tax consult­
ants who prepare tax' returns for more 
than 100 ministers. 

I 1,025 women attended the first 
special event for women sponsored 
by the KBC office for evangelism. 
Ann Graham Lotz and Esther Bur­

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

roughs were the speakers. 
Five seminars also were 
offered in the afternoon. 
There were 10 professions 
of faith and about 85 other 
recorded decisions, 

tive partnership has begun 
between Baptist Fellow­
ship Center and Baptist 

: Hospital East, both in Lou­
isville. Long-range possi­
bilities include prevention/ 
health education/clinic at 
the center in the inner city. 
The first joint project hap­
pened during the Christ­
mas season. The hospital 
employees channeled their 
Christmas benevolence 
through her department. 

I 76 Baptist Student 
Union student missionar­
ies have been appointed 
for the summer of '94, two 
assigned to Utah-Idaho 
and eight to Russia, our 
"partners" on mission, 

William W. Marshall I Jewell Nelson led a 

They selected low-income families 
that we have worked with through our 
crisis ministries, day care or family 
counseling this year. Forty families 
received gifts of clothes and/or toys 
for each family member! 

I D.M. Aldridge reports that a new 
work at Red River Baptist Associa­
tion-Grace. Baptist Chapel at Mal­
one'; ' sponsored ' by·'"' Faith Baptist' 
Church-just started on March 6, 
They had 30 in Sunday school, 47 in 
worship and three professions of faith 
in Christ (all adults). By the way, the 
Old Regular Baptists' response to 
their presence: "We're not doing any­
thing here anyway. Welcome!" 

I Steve Golden at Jefferson Street 
Center in Louisville wrote in his • 
monthly report that a homeless per­
son, having just made a profession of 
faith, said: "I feel clean on the inside, 
but I still feel dirty on the outside. Can 
I take a shower here to feel clean on 
the outside too?" 

I First Baptist Church of Bowling 
Green's Sign Choir was nominated 
for and accepted the opportunity to 
represep.t the state of Kentucky for 

' Very -Special Arts 'Kentucky at the 
1 20th anniversary International Festi-
val at Brussels, Belgium in May. 

1433 associational Woman's Mis­
sionary Union leaders attended asso­
ciational council training events dur-

Placing blame 
It was with great interest I read 

your articles on child abuse (WR, 
April 19). However, •it is my experi­
ence that the most guilty are the care­
givers, the parents. Society as a whole 
does not abuse children. Until the par­
ents realize the magnitude of their re­
sponsibilities, the children of Ken­

vacation Bible school in­
stitute and trained 24 leaders for state 
VBS "Trail of Treasures" training. 
These leaders trained associational 
leaders at First Baptist Church of 
Madisonville, March 4-5; and at Im­
manuel Baptist Church in Lexington, 
April 15-16, 

I Over 600 people attended the 
KBC-sponsored vacation Bible 
school clinic March 19 at Highview 

• Baptist Church in Louisville, The 
state approved four hours of credit for 
church day-care leadership who par-
ticipated, • 

I The KBC Sunday school depart- -
ment received the James W. Chatham 
Associational Sunday School Stan­
dard Award for the third consecutive 
year for leading the Southern Baptist 
Convention in associational Sunday 
school standard recognition, This 
marked the first time any state con­
vention had received the award for 
three consecutive years. 

I The small church growth tour 
was held in January and March, tar­
geting parts of the western portion of 
the state and the entire 1-75 corridor. 
A total of nine events were conducted 
by Neil Jackson, Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board senior growth 
consultant, and Jeff Hicks, an associ­
ate director of the KBC Sunday 
school department. A total of 198 
churches from 36 associations attend-

blame society as a whole,. for this is a 
child-oriented world, 

Kay Presson 
Cunningham 

Freedom standard 
After reading a Cooperative Bap­

tist Fellowship newsletter, I have one 
concern, CBF Coordinator Cecil 

Sherman sounds tucky and America 
will continue to · 
suffer. BAPTIST FORUM more dedicated to 

the freedom of 
Christ than the Think of how 

many children are in the many state­
and church-sponsored child care pro­
grams such as foster care or orphan­
ages, How many of these children are 
there because one or both parents did 
not accept this responsibility? The 
children are not at fault, but I am sure 
many blame themselves. But don't 

Christ of freedom . . 
If we raise freedom as the sole 

standard of what being Baptist means, 
are we not in danger of drawing inap­
propriate theological conclusions? If_ 
theological fundamentalism's goal is, 
as Sherman says, "to narrow the 
teachings of the denomination," 

ed the rallies, 
1300 Kentucky Baptists have been 

enlisted as volunteers to Russia dur­
ing 1994, Approximately 400 volun­
teers are being requested to participate 
in 40 projects. 

I Commitments have been made 
by 28 churches, associations or indi­
viduals who will support a Russian 
home missionary at $2,400 per year, 
The goal for 1994 is sponsors for 30 
missionaries. 

I The KBC church music depart­
ment sponsored a first for Kentucky 
Baptists this spring. More than 60 
fourth, fifth and sixth graders from 24 
Kentucky Baptist churches participat­
ed in the Kentucky Baptist All-State 
Children's Choir. This auditioned 
choir rehearsed at Cedarmore and 
took a weekend tour. This event mod­
els music as a ministry for our young 
musicians. 

I Over 320 ringers from 31 Ken­
tucky Baptist churches participated in 
the state handbell festival at Hurst­
bourne Hotel and Conference Center 
in Louisville the first weekend in 
March, This annual event provides 
musical training for our church vol­
unteer musicians. 

I The state youth choir festival at­
tracted 370 middle school and high 
school young people from 35 Ken­
tucky Baptist churches the last week­
end in February. In a day when our 
young people need to feel a sense of 
accomplishment and place for them to 
use their gifts in ministry to the Lord, 
the state youth choir festival has be­
come a real source of encouragement 
to our youth choir members and di­
rectors. 

I On March 4 ·and 5, the drama, 
puppet and clowning festival was 
held at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Lexington, with 790 in attendance, 
There were 45 workshops on creative 
ministries, -

I Kentucky Baptist disaster relief 
and Simpson Baptist Association di­
saster relief teams aided victims of the 
Simpson County ice storm and power 
outages, Feb. 11 -19. First Baptist 
Church of Franklin served as a shel­
ter, kitchen and dining hall. Activities 
were later moved to Fairview Baptist 
Church, The project engaged 5,900 
volunteer hours; cleared 446 streets 
and roads; provided electrical genera­
tors to nursing homes and 344 freez-

• ers, saving food valued at $325,000. 
William W. Marshall is executive sec­

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

doesn't blind allegiance to freedom 
allow people to believe what they 
want instead of what they ought? 

For now the CBF will be fine, 
There are enough CBF Baptists root­
ed in biblical theology. But what will 
the CBF look like in 10-15 years? 
Could the CBF follow other main­
stream denominations-so liberal, 
they have no moral voice; so liberal, 
personal evangelism is non-existent; 
so liberal, comparison to historic Bap­
tist positions is impossible; so liberal, 
the Bible only contains the word of 
God but is not the word of God. May 
this never be; yet the signs are there 
because allegiance to freedom has 
been raised as the standard, and not 
commitment to Christ arid loyalty to 
God's written word. 

Kevin' Shrum 
Bedford 
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ated.'W 
1t 'needhbtbe' 
OJ?t~rittfht by .. _ 

,,. m~w§1f;J~l;~&f :t;:ru~;~~ul 
D.f~j,!~t•·-~J:U:~;tt~~~?f~!ili!f 
.. not a .~riter.'' Even if thisi~ tile \/ 
;crcase,)eaving your ·memoirs ·sti!l <i 
•• inay be within your grasp. · : . • • 

• A .. friend gave her father a 
.;}gift7"'.7a portable tape reccin.ler': 
/,Her father is now giving his 
• .daughter the gift of his me1110~ 

tjes. fte has taken the recor.cleto~ , 
walks' around his farm, simply 

., talking .as he recalls events from 
·the past. • 

• This is not altogether different 
. from the way we got the Bible, 
Sure, the words of the Bible were 
inspired and writers did not have 

Jape recorders, NevertheJ,ess, 
much ofwhatwe find in the Bi- · 
ble was first transmitted .orally. '. •• 

With modern tools such as 
tape· recorders, your memories 
can be preserved. Consider the 
fact that you are a link with the • 
.past and with the future. You 
have access to people, places and 
events available to others only by 
way of your memory. 

Begin by organizing your life 
. into chapters. What were the 
marker events of your life and 
the life of your family? These 
major turning points may be re­
lated to personal tragedy, family 
crisis or successes . Jot some 
notes to help you stay on track as 
you tell the events, 

What shall you include? Time 
wi11 not allow telling everything 
about your past, so you will want 
to give this some 'thought, • 
• Begin by telling about places, 

·•.. people . and events. Make your 
:;;memoirs personal by relating 
'J} yourfeelings about these, Allow 
JyourCaµto?iography to ·co111,e 

\•. aliv~ /with stories. Remember 
:;s.both the good times and the qif-
ii ficttlt tii;ne~ . .Re.cord ol.4 saytng~ / 
<•··pr stories handed down tO' you l?y . 
>your parents and grandparents> : 

·· • As you speak into the micro- ••••• 
• phone of the memory machine, ., 

don!fsound "stilted." In other 
fiwords; be yourself. 
•• ·•·. '.( One -of the most cherished 

gifts you can gjve your family is 
the gift of your memories. Well, 
.what areYou waiting for? 

John Lepper is director: a/the 
•. Kentu.cky Baptist Convention 'sfa1J1.-
•• ily miriistry department. ·••·· ••• 

• Send your questions' about 
children, teens, marriage, singles 
or aging fo/ 'Family Forum," 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, . 
Louisville, Ky. 40253. 



EDITORIALS 
Urge your local newspaper to cover religion better 

The telephone conversation had a familiar ring: Another Kentucky 
. Baptist calling to complain about the hostility toward Christians exhibited 
by one of the _state' s prominent daily newspapers. 
. In this case, an editorial cartoon in Lexington's Herald-Leader la~t week 
prompted the call. The cartoon caption says, "Mandatory 24-hour babysit­
ting period for all legislators contemplating anti-abortion laws." The pic­
ture shows two angry-looking, wild-eyed men in a room with eight small 
children. One of the men is kicking a child who appears to be attacking 
him. The other man has a child hanging off each arm and leg, with two of 
them biting him. Two children are playing with matches, while a third 
child crawls toward them. 

"I'm about u'sed to the Herald's anti-Christian bias, but this cartoon 
goes over the edge," the caller proclaimed. "I can't tell you how offensive 
this is. It's demeaning to all people who value life and oppose abortion. It 
seems to be saying, 'Better to abort a child than take the time to change its 
diaper. '"_The cartoon implies that children saved from abortions will turn 
out to be brats and then thugs, and lawmakers who want to curb or stop 
abortion are just plain nuts. 

At this point, an editorial could veer off to discuss abortion, especially 
the merits of anti-aborition legislation and the Christian's responsibility to 
the children who would not be wanted by their parents. But Christians 
hold varying positions on abortion, and that wasn't the caller's main com­
plaint-:his newspaper's hostility toward a sincerely held religious belief. 

His is a common complaint in Kentucky, especially among readers of 
the Herald-Leader and the Courier-Journal in Louisville. The Herald­
Leader comes off mild in comparison. Complaints about its coverage are 
heard much less frequently than complaints about the Courier-Journal. 

Lexington's paper places a greater emphasis on religion coverage than 
does its Louisville counterpart. The Herald-Leader employs a full-time 
veteran religion writer and gives him at least a modest budget to travel and 
gather important stories. The Courier-Journal-reputed to be the top mon­
ey-maker in the Gannett newspaper chain- has downgraded its religion 
assignment to a part-time job with scant funds to support the task and 
seemingly even less interest in giving-religion news prominent display. 
This newspaper can send sports reporters across the country or farther to 
cover horse races most Kentuckians would consider marginal, and yet 
religion writers consistently have been turned down in their requests to 
cover major religion stories within the state. 

An important aside: Don't blame the newspapers' anti-religion bias on 
the religion writers themselves. Both Paul Prather of Lexington and Mark 
McCormick of Louisville are people of faith, solid journalists and empa­
thetic observers of the religious lives of their communities. 

More than the coverage of religion, most complaints about the papers' 
hostility toward religion come from readers of editorial pages. Again, the 
Courier-Journal comes off worse. It takes a far-left position on most social 
issues. That is its right, and even some Kentucky Baptists would agree 
with the newspaper on those issues. But the most offensive aspect of the 
C-J' s editorials and political cartoons is the way it treats people who dis-
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agree with its positions. Christians and other people of faith whose views 
are more conservative often are characterized as crazy zealots. The edito­
rial writers plead for tolerance to include their perspectives but treat others 
with sheer bigotry. 

Thankfully, Baptists and other people of faith have much better rela­
tionships with other newspapers across the state. Many of them eagerly 
report events occurring in the churches of Kentucky and are more than 
glad to carry features about the impact of religion on people's lives. One 
speculation about the difference between the big-city dailies and the other 
p.apers is that most of the smaller papers are owned and operated by long­
time permanent residents of their communities. Rather than huge bureau­
cratic 'institutions seen as dollar factories by their outside owners, they are 
faithful, vital participants in the day-in, day-out lives of their communi­
ties. They watch those communities up-close and ·understand the role reli­
gion plays among their citizens. 

If you want to effect change in your newspaper, here are a couple of 
suggestions. 

First, take advantage of the letters to the editor. Follow the guidelines 
for these opinion sections and address issues that are important to people 
of faith in your community. 

Second, ask to speak with the editorial board of your paper. Preferably, 
gather a group representing the diversity of faiths in your community and 
ask for an opportunity for your group to address common concerns with 
the people who write the editorials and make the important decisions about 
news coverage. 

In both cases, remember several ideas: 
I Be courteous. Journalists are like most people. They're trying to do 

their jobs the best they can as they understand them. And they respond 
better to kindness than to wrath. 

I Do your homework. Know the statistics about the faith life of your 
community. Provide an accurate report of the number of people who at­
tend religious services each week in the paper's circulation area. Be pre­
pared to talk about what the life of faith means to those people; showing 
how their faith and beliefs impact the community. 

I Don't ask for the moon. You can't expect a secular newspaper to 
become an advocate for your religious cause. That's not its role or pur­
pose. Rather, ask fQr bll;l~ced coverage. That means fairness when con­
troversial stories arise. It also means breadth of reporting on significant 
events and issues in the community. It means openness to opposing ideas 
on the editorial pages. And it means expenditure of resources on religion 
news. 

I Follow up. Keep in contact with'. the leaders of your paper. Don't 
pester them; they're busy people. But maintain cordial contact, perhaps 
through ongoing scheduled meetings with the editorial board or editors. 

Newspapers play key roles in our communities. Your efforts can help 
them reflect the vitality and importance of religion in your neck of Ken­
tucky. 

Marv Knox 

Faith at work 

The Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Commission needs to 
hear from Christians 
who don't believe 
religion should be 
thrown out of the 
workplace. 

The comment period 
on proposed religious 
harassment guidelines 
has been extended to 
May 15 . 
!\jlb~ .P~cfpqsed. ·: •••• 

'gi.Jlcle1irtes claim · 
harassment includes 
writing, art, and verbal 
and physical conduct 
that could create "an 
intimidating, hostile or 
offensive work 
environment." 

The proposed 
guidelines could 
stimulate harassment 
charges against workers 
or employers for 
witnessing, displaying 
religious art or literature, 
or using phrases such as 
"praise the Lord." 

First Amendment 
activists have urged the 
commission to remove 
religion from the 
guidelines or to provide 
examples showing that 
witnessing, displaying 
religious art and 
literature, and using 
religious phrases are 
acceptable. 

They have called 
upon people of faith to 
write letters asking that 
the guidelines protect 
religion. Send letters to 
Tony Gallegos, Acting 
Chairman; EEOC; 1801 L 
St., NW; Washington, 
D.C. 20507. 

Marv Knox 
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The primary 
question facing the 

court is: Does 
setting time, place 

and manner 
-- restrictions on -

anti-abortion 
protesters at a 

Florida clinic 
violate their right 

to free speech? 

"Let's hear those 
who laud the 

Lemon test defend 
this one." 

Michael Whitehead, 
general counsel of the 

Southern Baptist 
Christian Life 
Commission 

When plaintiff 
"Jane Doe" 

stopped _ 
participating in the 

team prayers, she 
was "subjected to 

ridicule and 
pressure from 

fellow students • 
and game 

_spectators." 

I I 
IJIRPlllllflf]flJrIWtJ:1tli-

Court weighs free speech at protests .n, 
.,~.J,e1ta· 
NixiirJfu -

WASHING TON (ABP)- The 
free speech guarantees of the First 
Amendment took center stage as jus­
tices of the U.S. Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments in an abortion protest 
case April 28. 

The primary question facing the 
court in Madsen vs. Women's Health 
Center is: Does setting time, place and 
manner restrictions on anti-abortion 
protesters at a Florida clinic violate 
their right to free speech? _ 

Protesters at a Melbourne, Fla., 
abortion clinic were forbidden by a 
1992 injunction from trespassing or 
blocking clinic property, as well as 
from physically abusing patients and 
clinician's, 

Then in April 1993, the court took 
further action, amending the injunc­
tion to create 36-foot and 300-foot 
buffer zones where speech is limited. 
The new injunction also forbids ex;­
cessive noise, such as the use of bull-

horns, during certain time. 
Mathew Staver, an Orlando, Fla., 

attorney representing the protesters, 
told the court the injunction violates 
free-speech rights because it is view­
point-based. He said the amended in­
junction also is vague and overbroad. 

Instead of using "a surgical scal­
pel" to solve the problem, the lower 
court "used a butcher knife," Staver 
said. 

Associate Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor said injunctions are de­
signed to prohibit a particular con­
duct, and under Staver' s theory all in­
junctions are viewpoint-based. 

Associate Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg asked Staver whether his 
clients had sought modifications of 
the first injunction and whether they 
conceded any violations of the origi­
nal injunction. 

Making no concessions, Staver 
said his clients had not asked for mod-

ifications of the first injunction. 
Talbot D' Alemberte, a Tall;ilias­

see, Fla., attorney representing the 
health center, said the injunction does 
not target all anti-abortion advocates 
but only those who have waged an 
"extensive and sustained campaign" 
to close the clinic by blocking access 
to it and creating chaos. He said these 
protesters_ represent only a part of the 
abortion protest movement and that 
they are dedicated to shutting down 
the clinic regardless of the law. 

U.S. Solicitor General Drew Days, 
speaking for the center, said the ques­
tion before the high court is whether 
or not the injunction properly ad- • 
dressed the particular conduct at issue 
in the Florida court. 

Conduct, not content of view, di­
rects this injunction, Days said. 

But Associate Justice Antonin 
Scalia said while the injunction may 
target conduct, it also affects speech. 

iev Art.fo'a1$t~11' 
Baptist Ptess 

• YORB~ • LINDA,. • .. Calif. i 

• (BP)-Iri death, former Pres{.: . t 
. dent Richard NJxon gave eyan: 
gelist Billy Graham his large~t~ 
ever !iv¢' preaching audience;_ h • 

, -- C, In _the United States, accord­
ing to the Nielsen ratings,' more , 
than 40 million people,and per-

. haps as many as 49 million:-:-'­
tuned in ABC; NBC and CBS for 
Nixon' s April 27 funeral · at 
which Graham officiated. 

Not counted nationally and 
internationally are additional 
millions who watched the funer- . 
al-and Graham's proclamation 
of the gospel-on PBS, CNN( 

Second grader can't sho-w religious video ~~e~e~:'~;k~~;efi:t~~e~.v~~~:! 
dio. 

about the menorah. • Gr~ham, a l?ngtime friend_of WASHINGTON (BP)-The U.S. 
Supreme Court has refused to accept 
a case in which a second-grade stu­
dent was prohibited from showing to 
public school classmates a video of 
her singing a Christian song. 

The Supreme Court's refusal lets 
stand lower court decisions which 
ruled the student's free..sp.eech, free 
exercise of religion.and-equal protec­
tion rights were not violated. 

Second-grade student Kelly De­
Nooyer brought the videotape to a 
Livonia, Mich., school in 1990 as a 
part of a program designed by her 
teacher to increase the children's self­
esteem. The program, called "VIP of 
the Week," allowed one child each 
week to bring possessions from home 
to show the class. 

The tape showed DeNooyer sing­
ing a solo at a worship service of a 
Baptist church she attended. 

After reviewing the tape, the 
teacher refused to allow it to be 

shown. School officials supported her 
decision. In their brief, school offi­
cials cited the religious message and 
problems arising from the use of vid­
eotape as reasons for the decision. 
The opposing brief said the religious 
content was the only reason given ini­
tially to DeNooyer's mother, Ilene, 
for ,its rejection. Other reasons were 
added later, the DeNooyer brief said. 

During the "VIP of the Week" 
program, the teacher permitted a Jew­
ish student to bring a menorah to class 
and explain it. 

The district court ruled the school 
is a closed public forum and officials 
have a right to regulate reasonably the 
content of speech. The court also said 
there was no evidence the school had 
"substantially burdened any central 
religious belief or practice." The opin­
ion said there was no equal protection 
violation because the school had a 
"rational basis" for distinguishing be­
tween the videotape and the speech 
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DALLAS (ABP)- A federal 
judge has issued a permanent injunc­
tion preventing Duncanville, Texas, 
school officials from promoting or 
participating in prayers with students 
at school-related events, a legal action 
termed "regrettable but correct" by 
the associate director of the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission. 

U.S. District Judge Robert Mal­
oney on March 31 signed the injunc­
tion which also bars officials of the 
suburban Dallas school district from 
allowing Bibles to be distributed to 
students on school property during 
school hours or authorizing the per­
formance of religious songs as theme 
songs of the school choir. 

However, Maloney specified, 
"Students may voluntarily pray to­
gether, provided such prayer is not 
done with school participation or su-
pervision." • 

He also stated that the school choir 
could perform religious songs "if pre­
sented objectively as part of a secular 
program of education." 

.Weston Ware, citizenship associ­
ate with the Texas Baptist Christian 

Life Commission, said the injunction 
barring school personnel from lead­
ing prayers was constitutionally ap­
propriate. 

"The First Amendment protects 
religious minorities from oppression 
by the religious majority by prohibit­
ing state-sponsored religious exercis­
es," he said. 

How~ver, he expressed concern 
about how school districts and the 
public at large might misapply the rul­
ings on religious songs and Bibles on 
school property. 

Maloney fo~und that for about 20 
years the girls' basketball coach at 
Duncanville's Reed Middle School 
had been leading students in reciting 
the Lord's Prayer in class, praying 
with team members in the locker 
room and joining the girls in prayer at 
center court after games. 

When plaintiff "Jane Doe" 
stopped participating in the team 
prayers, she was "subjected to ridicule 
and pressure from fellow students and 
game spectators,'! Maloney wrote. 

As a Duncanville school choir 
member; the teen-age plaintiff also 

was required to sing "The Lord Bless 
You and Keep You," which was 
adopted by school pers\)nnel and stu­
dents as the choir's theme song and 
sung at every performance. 

Among the other religious practic­
es of .the Duncanville school- di~trict 
cited by the court were prayers recit­
ed and pamphlets containing religious 
songs distributed at athtetic awards 
ceremonies; prayers at football 
games; and Gideons placing Bibles in 
the elementary school lobby so that 
fifth graders could pick them up. 

In issuing the permanent injunc­
tion, Maloney ruled that the policies 
of the Duncanville school district 
failed to pass constitutional muster 
under the three-pronged test estab­
lished in Lemon :vs. Kurtzman. 

Applying the Lemon test, he wrote 
that evidence showed the school dis­
trict's religious practices had no legit­
imate secular purpose, had the prima­
ry effect of "advancing, sponsoring, 
promoting, endorsing and encourag­
ing religion" and were pervasive and 
fostered excessive entanglement of 
church and state. 
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NATION 
EEOC extends comment period on religious harassment 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- Blitzed 
by criticism from religious groups, 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission is studying extensive 
public input before issuing final 
guidelines on religious and other 
forms of harassment in the workplace. 

Last October, the EEOC issued 
proposed guidelines for complying 
with the 1964 Civil Rights Act's ban 
against workplace discrimination and 
harassment based on race, color, reli­
gion, sex or national origin. 

The guidelines say conduct is un­
lawful when it has the purpose or ef­
fect of creating an intimidating, hos­
tile or offensive work environment; 
unreasonably interferes with work 
performance; or otherwise adversely 
affects an .individual's employment 
opportunities. 

Conduct is considered harassment 
when a reasonable person would find 
it intimidating, hostile or abusive. 

While the time for public com­
ment on the guidelines ended in No­
vember, an agency spokeswoman 
said EEOC still is hearing from the 
public and is reviewing comments, 
including those that arrived after the 
deadline. 

Reaction from Baptist and other 
religious organizations has been split. 
Some, including Michael. Whitehead, 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission's general counsel, say 
the EEOC proposal could turn work­
places into "religion-free" zones. He 
wants religion omitted from the 
guidelines. 

"We are deeply concerned that the 
guidelines would have a chilling ef­
fect on religious freedom and expres­
sion in the workplace," Whitehead 
has said. "If a person shares his faith 
with a co-worker on lunch break, the 
person and his employer might be 
charged with religious harassment. 

"Religion should be left out of the 
guidelines altogether. The agency and 
courts have enforced the existing law 
since 1964 without such guidelines, 
and they should continue to do so." 

But others, including Brent Walk­
er, Baptist Joint Committee general 
counsel, say such fears are overblown 
and that EEOC need only modify the 
guidelines to ensure they are not ap­
plied in ways that restrict legitimate 
religious activities. 

In an April 5 letter to the EEOC, 
Walker said removing religion from 
the guidelines "could send a wrong 
signal that EEOC is less concerned 
about religious harassment than it is 
harassment in other forms." 

However, to hedge against the 
possibility that employers might ap­
ply the guidelines in ways that limit 
or "chill religious speech and prac­
tice," Walker urged the EEOC to 
amend its proposals "to make abso-

lutely clear that they are intended to 
protect, not denigrate, religion and 
expressly disavow any intent on the 
part of EEOC to create a 'religion free 
zone' in the workplace." 

Walker suggested to EEOC that 
the guidelines list examples of con­
duct that, without aggravating cir­
cumstances, would not constitute ha­
rassment. Among the examples: 

I Sharing one's religious affilia­
tion or conviction or using religious · 
language in casual conversation . 

. I Inviting a colleague to attend 
church or Bible study. 

I Discussing religious topics infor­
mally or in the context of voluntarily 
attended Bible studies. 

I Displaying religious objects. 
Public comments on the proposed 

guidelines should be sent to Tony 
Gallegos, acting chairman, EEOC, 
1801 L St. NW, Washington, D.C. 
20507. 

The guidelines say 
conduct is 
unlawful when it 
creates an 
intimidating, 
hostile or offensive 
work environment, 
unreasonably 
interferes with 
work performance 
or otherwise 
adversely affects 
an individual's 
employment 
opportunities. 

Commission takes aim at disruption of religious services 
WASHINGTON (ABP)- The 

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is 
taking aim at widespread disruption 
of religious services and vandalism of 
religious property. 

The commission, a bipartisan fed­
eral agency charged with assessing 
how federal laws and policies protect 
equal rights on the basis of race, col­
or, religion, sex, age, handicap or na­
tional origin, voted unanimously 
April 1 to urge Attorney General Jan­
et Reno to step up enforcement of 
laws barring acts ofreligious bigotry. 

In a letter to the attorney general, 
the commission expressed its "deep 
concern for the continuing and dis­
tressing evidence of the disruption by 
private individuals ofreligious activi­
ties and the vandalism of religious 
property." 

The commission noted that groups 
across the religious spectrum have 
been targets. "Such actions of reli­
gious bigots should not be tolerated 
in a nation dedicated to religious free­
dom," the commission wrote Reno. 

The panel, headed by Mary 

Frances Berry, urged Reno to en­
hance enforcement of federal laws re­
lated to religious intolerance and to 
"publicly address the issue at a suit­
able time." 

Disruption of religious services 
and vandalism targeting religious 
buildings also was addressed by the 
U.S. Senate last November when that 
body approved legislation designed to 
curb violence at abortion clinics. 

The Senate approved a bill that 
would prohibit the use of force or 
physical obstruction to intentionally 

injure, intimidate or interfere with a 
woman seeking an abortion. Before 
approving the measure, however, sen­
ators agreed on a voice vote to accept 
an amendment sponsored by Sen. Or­
rin Hatch, R-Utah, that would bar in­
terference with the right of religious 
freedom at a place of worship and the 
destruction of religious property. 
. A similar measure approved by the 
House of Representatives did not eon­
tain the Hatch amendment. Differenc­
es between the House and Senate bills 
are yet to be resolved. 
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THEOLOGY 
Baptists_· warn 'Embraced by Light' teaches Mormonism 

"This thing is hard· 
core Mormon. It is 

purely Mormon 
content that is 

written in a style 
that would appeal 
to people who are 

looking for 
. something non­
threatening and 
non-dogmatic." 

Tai Davis, HMB interfaith 
witness department 

By David Winfrey 
SBC Home Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)- A best-selling 
book by a woman claiming to have a 
message from Jesus is full of covert 
Mormon teachings and language, ac­
cording to two Southern Baptist inter­
faith witness specialists. 

"Embraced by the Light" by Betty 
J. Eadie has been on the New York. 
Times best-seller list 49 weeks for 
hardcover non-fiction books, and re­
cently it reached the No. 1 spot. 

Eadie claims to have died for five 
hours following an operation in No­
vember 1973. During that time, Jesus 
took her to heaven and gave her a 

message for the world, she says. 
Although she dedicates the book 

to ''The Light, my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ," the ideas "revealed" to 
her use Mormon pJ:µ-ases and theolo­
gy, warned Tal Davis, interim direc­
tor of interfaith witness with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board. 

''This thing is hard-core Mormon," 
Davis said. "It is purely Mormon con­
tent that is written in a style that would 
appeal to people who are looking for 
something non-threatening and non­
dogmatic." 

Eadie, however, never identifies 
herself as a Mormon in the book, said 
Robert McKay, associate director of 

Utah Missions Inc., a Baptist-support­
ed ministry to Mormons. 

"It's very carefully sanitized to 
make sure there is no overt reference 
to the Mormon church," said McKay, 
a former Mormon. 

"It is written to sound like it is ge­
neric Christian, and yet it is not Chris­
tian at _all," he said. 

At least two Christian publica­
tions, Christianity Today and Chris­
tian Research Journal, have identified 
Eadie as a Mormon. • 

Among the book' s teachings that 
Davis said reflect Mormon theology: 

I Humans have a premortal life . 
and assisted God in creating the 
world. 

I Humans can become gods. 
I God the Father and Jesus are two 

separate beings, denying the Trinity. 
Some Baptist Book Stores sold 

"Embraced by the Light," but an offi­
cial at the board's Nashville head­
quarters said store managers have 
been instructed to pull it from their 
shelves. • 

A spokeswoman for the book's 
publisher, Gold Leaf Press of Placer­
ville, Calif., declined to discuss 
Eadie' s religious affiliation. 

Spokeswoman Michelle Friar said 
Eadie's religious beliefs are a "per­
sonal matter," but admitted the pub­
lisher has received numerous inquir­
ies about whether Eadie is a Mormon. 

Southwestern scholars take aim at ·Jesus Seminar books 
In .its new 

translation of the 
Gospels, the Jesus. 

Seminar credits 
Jesus-with only the 

first two words of 
the Lord's Prayer, 

"Our Father." 

By Scott Collins 
Southwestern Seminary 

along with other books released in the 
past year, have drawn the attention of 
the secular media. Time magazine 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)- · featured the seminar' s work in Janu­
The battle for the Bible is on and, this ary, and U.S. News & World Report 
time, Baptists are not fighting them- also reported about the group's con-
selves. clusions. 

Instead, the target is a group of • In December, a Texas business-
scholars kno-wn as the Jesus Seminar, man donated $1.5 million to fund 
which is attempting to rewrite the continued research by proponents of 
NewTestarnentandcorrectwhatthey the Jesus Seminar movement, 
say are centuries-old lies promoted by prompting one Baptist scholar to call 
the church about the words of Jesus. for people who disagree with the 
The result of the Jesus Seminar is the group's findings to stand up for their 
book "The Five Gospels." • beliefs. 

Jesus Seminar scholars believe ' "It's important that people fund 
Jesus never said 82 percent of what is similar research projects for the other 

• attributed to him in the Gospels of side of the coin," said Bruce Corley, 
• Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. They dean of the school of theology at 
'··also say Jesus never preached about Southwestern Baptist Theological 

salvation through his death, never Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. • 
wqrked any miracles and never rose Corley and other scholars are 

. from the dead. mounting an effort to challenge the 
To form these opinions, members copclusions of the Jesus Seminar. 

of the Jesus Seminar rely on the Gos- Alan Brehm, assistant professor of 
pel of Thomas, a book conservative New Testament at Southwestern and 
scholars say is heretical, and a collec- a former Fulbright scholar, said it is 
tion of sayings known as "Q," or important that Bible-believing Bap­
Quelle, which means "source" in Ger- tists hold to the doctrine of inspiration 
man. and scriptural authority to answer 

The results of the Jesus Seminar, questions posed by the Jesus Seminar 

Erickson wains at 'easy believe-ism' in churches 
, :··, . -.-·· :./'/~_ <t=·-,· -i,; C' ~J . i,~:_- i:· t':::1~ - ~1 

. w AKE FOREST, :N:C. '(BP)-!isecularislli has 
crept into Jhe modem church, encouraging the 
same kind of "easy believe-ism" discussed in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, theologian Millard Erick­
son said recently at Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. 

"We are facing a danger that, in trying to reach 
people, we wil1Jry to make it ea&ier for them to 
come to Christ/' said Erickson, research profes­
sor of theology at Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
_if_al Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and the,au-
thor of numerous theological texts. . . 

''The gospel meets the deepest human need," 
Erickson said, "but in our desire to reach across 
the bridge to the other side where the unbelievers 
are, we most make certain that they come aqoss 
to Christ." , :. ... . 

Erickson warned· of reducing the gospel to, 
"Just become a Christian and you ,will have ev­
erything you want and nothing Will beCasked of 
you." . . • 
1 The Christian fai.!h is not simply "health, 
wealth and happiness," and the writer of Hebrews 
W@ted his readers to know that, Erickson said, 

._ -"This is serious business; this is a battle; this is 
a race," he said, acknowledging even the original 
n:aders _of Hebrews might not h_ave realized, the 

travail their public confessions of Christ would 
bring them. 

Erickson said Hebrews is a reminder that be­
lievers are iri for the duration and life will not al­
ways be easy. "We are engaged in a war with 
forces of evil, and we must be prepared to respond 
to them," he said. ..... • 

Reading from ihe 12th chapter of Hebrews, 
Erickson said Christians must lay aside those 
things which encumber . . The epistle writer noted 
the ability of sin to entangle, said Erickson, re­
marking sin sticks like Velcro or "like peanutbut­
ter on the. roof of your mouth." 

Erickson noted just as astronauts boarding a 
space capsule do not carry on unnecessary items 
such as tennis rackets and boom boxes, believers 
also must be ;wary of things that get in the way of 
running the dee of faith. ' 

"Tllere's nothing inherently evil about boom 
boxes or tennis rackets,". he said, "but they get in 
the way in that situation. ¥(e must lay aside those 
things that don't contribute to what God has 
called us to." 

The runner must look to the finish line, not to 
. the spectators- they are distractions, Erickson 
said. Believers must look to Je~us, "who has run 
this course ahead ·of us," lle said. • 
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and other groups. 
"An understanding of the origin of 

the Gospels, combined with the belief 
in their inspiration, helps answer un­
settling questions and confirms the 
confidence we place in the Gospels as 
authentic accounts of Jesus' ministry 
and teaching," Brehm said. 

Brehm and other conservative 
scholars question the research meth­
ods of the Jesus Seminar. 
• To determine which passages of 

Scripture should be considered au­
thentic, the 74 scholars in the Jesus 
Seminar meet twice a year and vote 
on portions of Jesus' words, casting 
color-coded beads into a box to indi­
cate which words of Christ are more 
authentic. 

Under the system used by the 
Jesus Seminar, a red bead means 
Jesus undoubtedly said this or some­
thing like it; pink means Jesus proba­
bly said something like this; gray 
means Jesus did not say this, but the 

- ideas contained in it are close to his 
own; black means Jesus did not say 
this, but the saying represents the per­
spective or content of a later or differ­
ent tradition. 

In its new translation of the Gos-

pels, the Jesus Seminar credits Jesus 
with only the first two words of the 
Lord' s Prayer, "Our Father." 

Earle Ellis, research professor of 
theology at Southwestern Seminary, 
said the conclusions of the seminar 
"have little or no historical credibili­
ty." 

"It is a simplistic notion to suppose 
that a collection of nondescript New 
Testament scholars, who are by no 
means representative of contempo­
rary scholarship, can determine by 
majority vote with colored beads the 
historical probability of a given say­
ing or teaching of Jesus in the Gos­
pels," he .said. 

Ellis, one of the founders of the 
Institute for Biblical Research, a 
think-tank of conservative scholars, 
said the Jesus Seminar's methods are 
based on "flawed 19th century histor­
ical models" and outdated assump­
tions by scholars from the 1920s. 

Ellis said those scholars assumed 
that the Gospels were transmitted like 
folk traditions of a pre-literate society. 
. But that assumption has been 

proved false by the discovery of the 
Dead Sea S_crolls and by more recent 
literary studies, Ellis said. 

Bible best source 'rationally' 
WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-So 

many different truth claims abound 
today it is difficult to discern what is 
genuine, said Russ Bush, vice presi­
dent for academic affairs and the dean 
of faculty at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, as he deliv­
ered the seminary's semi-annual fac­
ulty lecture. 

However, Bush said: "The biblical 
story is the story that best hangs to­
gether rationally and empirically. 

"The biblical explanation is also 
the most powerful explanation of the 
historical facts, and beyond question, 
the biblical explanation carries _the 
greatest moral force ." 

Few people understand the prima­
cy of biblical truth because they hear 
so many alternatives to it, Bush said. 

He lamented that "Americans to­
day spell God 'CNN:' _the source of 

· all truth and knowledge!" 
But Bush said even CNN has not 

reported the new openness to the gos­
pel in the Islamic bloc or the over­
whelming worldwide growth rate 
among evangelical Christians. He 
noted 70 percent of evangelicals to-

day live in the non-Western world. 
. Bush pointed to Pilate's struggles 
with alternatives when he questioned 
Jesus Christ. He heard two different 
versions of who Christ was and was 
forced to make a decision about who 
was telling the truth. 

When people are faced with that 
same decision today, Bush said, they 
do not have to make a leap of faith. 
The nature of biblical truth is both rea­
sonable and essential, he said. Bush 
argued life comes only from life, and 
therefore, a "conscious and intelligent 
life-source is a necessary existing 
condition for what now exists. 

"In other words, God is the essen­
tial reality," Bush said. "The life of a 
human being ... is of such a character 
that it inherently testifies to the neces­
sary existence of God. This makes the 
historical evidence for the resurrec­
tion of Jesus more compelling. 

"With rational support, sufficient 
empirical data, explanatory power 
and moral relevance, all pointing to 
biblical theism and Christian faith, are 
we not justified in saying to the lost 
world, 'This is .the truth'?" 
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The Western Recorder has six new designs ready to put some spring into your church newsletter. 
And they'll still look fresh through summer, fall and winter. 

These ready-made designs can be customized for your churcI:i-if you publish your newsletter on 
the back page of the Western Recorder. The designs are hot, butusing them is so easy your church 

secretary won't break a sweat. We'll provide customized layout sheets, ready-to-use colum~ head­
ings and as much practical advice as_you need. Producing an attractive church 1;1ewsletter has never 
been easier! 

And publishing with the Western Recorder is economical, too. We'll send your newsletter, along 
with all the news, features and practical helps found in the Recorder, to every household in your 
congregation for less than the cost of a postcard. 

So -call today to see which of our new spring designs fits you best. And if your church already 

• publishes its newsletter with th~ Recorder, you' re welcome to try our new designs on for size as 
well. 

Western Recorder 
Practical Resources for Christian Living 

(502) 244-6470 
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Pakistani Christian killed outside court Baptist relief 
workers leave 
Somalia again 
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LAHORE, Pakistan (BP)-A Pa­
kistani Christian on trial for his life for 
allegedly blaspheming Islam was shot 
and killed April 5 by Muslim radicals 
outside the court. 

Two other Christian defendants­
including a 13-year-old boy-and 
another Chnstian suffered gunshot 
wounds in the attack. 

Manzoor Masih died instantly 
when gunmen on motorcycles opened 
fire on the four Christians after a hear­
ing at the Lahore High Court. His co­
defendants, Rehmat Masih and 13-
year-old Salamat Masih, were injured 
along with a supporter, John Joseph. 

Manzoor Masih's body was rid­
dled with nine bullets, hospital offi­
cials said, and Joseph and Rehmat 
Masih sustained serious injuries. 
Young Salamat Masih was shot in the 
hand . 

"We were on our way to see our 
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lawyer after the hearing When these 
people opened fire and Manzoor 
died," Salamat Masih told reporters in 
a Lahore hospital. "I was terrified." 

News Network International said 
Rehmat Masih was able to identify all 
of the attackers for Pakistani police 
before going into surgery to have five 
bullets removed. The assailants re­
portedly wore no masks. 

Witnesses said all the gunmen ap­
peared to be members of a Muslim 
extremist group led by the clergymen 
who brought the court case against the 
three Christians. 

The three Christians were arrested 
last May after being accused of 
scrawling anti-Muslim slogans on the 
walls of a village mosque and throw­
ing notes insulting Islam's Prophet, 
Muhammad, into mosques. Accord­
ing to the trio's lawyer, young Masih, 
who is accused of writing the slogans, 

is illiterate. 
Under Pakistan's controversial Is­

lamic law, all three face death if con­
victed of blaspheming Muhammad. 

They were held without bail for 
five months until their case drew the 
attention of human rights activists. 
Salamat Masih was released on bail 
after a plea by Pakistani Prime Minis­
ter Benazir Bhutto. 

- The case was moved to the provin­
cial capital, Lahore, at the request of 
the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, which said the three were in 
danger from angry Muslim extremists 
in their home village. Muslim groups 
demanding execution of the three 
have gathered outside the court at 
each hearing. 

A memorial service for Manzoor 
Masih was planned for April 7, and 
was expected to be attended by Paki­
stani Christian leaders. 

Q & A Indian refugees ask Southern Baptist representative Charles Collins (right) ques­
tions about the Bible at a relief center in Las Margaritas, in the Mexican state of Chiapas. 
These men are among the thousands of Chiapas residents who have fled their homes 
after an Indian guerilla uprising in January. Baptists are providing food for the refugees, 
along with Bible studies. At least three new churches are likely to form out of this minis­
try. (BP photo by Lee Baggett) 

MOGADISHU, Somalia 
(BP)-Southern Baptists work­
ing with relief agencies in Moga­
dishu, Somalia, have been forced 
out of the embattled city again. 

The last workers evacuated in 
late April-the day before all 
flights were canceled-after be­
ing escorted to the Mogadishu 
airport by United Nations peace­
keepers in tanks. 

Several of the Southern Bap­
tists hoped to return in early 
May. But the outlook, as one 
worker described it, is "not opti­
mistic." 
, "We're anxious to resume 

work, but I don't see how we can 
have Americans riding around if 
(Somali warlord Mohammed 
Farah) Aideed's troops are ev­
erywhere-and right now he 
pretty much has the city under 
his control," the worker added. 

When Aideed and other clan 
leaders signed a peace treaty in 
March, he publicly promised 
there would be no clan fighting 
among Somalis after U.N. troops 
pulled out. 

But in late April two clans got 
into a fight over a loudspeaker. 
When one clan shot out the 
speaker after another clan re­
fused to lower the volume, fight­
ing spread throughout Mogad_-· 
ishu. Several U.N. troops from 
Nepal were killed and other 
troops were injured. 

Relief programs funded by 
the Southern Baptists continue to 
aid Somalis in locations outside 
Mogadishu. 

Rwandan leader pleads for prayer & appeals 
WASHINGTON (BP)-"Please 

ask people to pray, but also ask Bap­
tists to protest to the Belgian govern­
ment their -help for the rebels in 
Rwanda." 

This is the desperate cry of Eleaz­
ar Ziherambere, general secretary of 
the Baptist Convention of Rwanda 
and regional secretary for Africa of 
the Baptist World Alliance. 

Speaking to the Baptist World Al­
liance by phone from a neighboring 
country where he and his four chil­
dren have taken refuge, Ziherambere 
said he believes the Belgian govern­
ment can appeal to the rebels to stop 
the killing. 

"Jhis is tribalism at its worst," he 

said, citing a mind-set of "If you are 
not of our tribe you are the enemy." 

"Those who are kill­
ing each other today 
were sisters and brothers 
yesterday," he said. 

Ziherambere said at 
the time the latest fight­
ing erupted, he and a 
number of pastors were 
meeting in Butare. He 
believes protection by 
the Rwandan military is 
the only reason why they· 

himself a likely target for attack. 
Before he fled to a neighboring 

country, Ziherambere 
said he saw terrible mas­
sacres. "It was a blood 
bath. I saw people being 
slaughtered and thrown 
into the river when we fi­
nally crossed the bor­
der." 

Ziherambere said 

are still alive. Because of Eleazar liherambere 

many Baptist pastors and 
some church members 
already have died, espe­
cially in southern Rwan­
da. "I have a list in my his friendship with the 

country's late president, Juvenal Hab­
yarinana, Ziherambere considered 

hand here of many leaders who have 
died," he said. 

Rwanda missionaries eye Burundi carefully 
NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)-The fa­

bled relationship between the frying 
pan and fire may prove true for South­
ern Baptist missionaries to Rwanda. 

Four of the missionaries who 
evacuated bloody Rwanda April 9 
hope to fly to neighboring Burundi in 
early May "to survey areas we might ' 
could work with Rwandan refugees." 

But their missionary colleagues in 
Burundi are spending their time at a 
mission guest house in Bujumbura, 

the capital, with other foreigners. 
They're staying off the streets and 
preparing to evacuate if necessary on 
the advice of the American Embassy. 

_ Gangs broke into the compound 
where the Baptist Union of Burundi 
has its offices and looted them. 

In late April, heavy fighting broke 
out in Burundi between the Tutsi­
dominated army and the Hutu-major­
ity population. The Burundi govern­
ment announced April 26 it had sur-

vived a coup attempt, but foreigners 
still were being advised to stay put. 

That means no Burundi mission­
aries are out in the rural border areas 
where Rwandan refugees fleeing the 
slaughter in their nation are m9st like­
ly to cross. 

Meanwhile, m1ss1onary Rob 
Moor, who alre,ady was working in 
relief projects with Burundi refugees 
in Tanzania, has reported Rwandan 
refugees are showing up there too. 
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Forum offers pros & cons 
of assisted suicide debate 

DeLAND, Fla. (ABP)- Assisted 
suicide is the last good thing a Chris­
tian can do for a terminally ill person, 
says ethicist Daniel Maguire. But 
physician Mark Siegler says assisted 
suicide represents the "privatization 
of killing" and threatens the moral in­
tegrity of the medical profession. 

Both points of view-and oth­
ers-were aired April 6 during a pub­
lic dialogue on "The Ethics of Dy­
ing." The forum, which attracted 
about 100 health-care professionals, 
educators and others, was sponsored 
by Stetson University, a Baptist col­
lege in DeLand, Fla. 

Siegler, director of the Center for 
Clinical Medical Ethics at the Univer­
sity of Chicago's medical school, says 
patients who want to die should not 

• be allowed to seek help from doctors 
or others. "I think it would be very 
dangerous for society," he said. 

Siegler cited three reasons for op­
posing the legalization of assisted sui­
cide: 

I It is a violation of standard legal 
practice and patient-doctor trust. "The 
patient must be able to trust the doc­
tor and the hospital and know that the 
syringe carries ease for pain and not 
the final solution," he said. 

Physicians should express their 
' compassion by giving patients the 

highest quality of life possible and al­
lowing for "a peaceful, appropriate 
death." 

I Assisted suicide will open the 
door for coerced euthanasia and dis­
crimination. 

"A political system that fosters 
killing of a patient with consent can 
also foster killing a patient without 
consent," he said. "In a society where 
discrimination is common, such as 
ours, legalization creates a tool for 
discrimination against groups such as 
those with AIDS, the handicapped, 
the old." 

I Legalization of assisted suicide 
is not necessary when doctors offer 
good p~in treatment, when family· 
members are _involved in decisions, 
and when patients are permitted to 
refuse life-support measures that 
merely delay death. 

Siegler stressed the importance cif 
putting patients in control of medical 
decisions. Doctors must be more 
compassionate in administering ter­
minal care, he said, pointing to hos­
pice care as a good example. "Our 
lives and our dying must be in the 
hands of reasonable people," he said. 

"But I draw the line at putting 
power in the hands of anybody to de­
liberately assist people to die or to kill 
them directly," Siegler concluded, cit­
ing a litany of possible abuses. 

But Maguire, professor of ethics at 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, 
Wis., said fear of abuse should not 
end the debate. 

"The fact that euthanasia can be 
abused doesn't take away from its 
ability to be useful," he said. Eutha­
nasia is a good use of human freedom 
when "properly recognized as dan­
gerous," he said. 

Assisted suicide has a biblical ori­
gin, said Maguire, a Roman Catholic 
whose early writings on euthanasia 

raised eyebrows at the Vatican. 
"As Christians, we have learned 

that if something is wrong we should 
try to fix it," he said." ... When dying 
is the last remaining good, do we say 
we are no ·longer good stewards but 
passive? God gave us .the privilege to 
decide what is good and to go forth 
and to meet it, especially when the 
best life offers is death." 

Siegler and Maguire were joined 
on the dialogue panel by Derek Hum­
phrey of Oregon, a pro-euthanasia 
activist and founder of the Hemlock 
Society. 

Humphrey agreed the right to die 
should not fall victim to fear of abuse. 

"We will never have a perfect so­
ciety," he said. "Must we wait for a 
perfect America before death with 
dignity can come for all?" 

The terminally ill "should have the 
riglit to decide to go in the cradle of 
their family, surrounded by friends," 
Humphrey said. 

Some terminal patients are not ca­
pable of committing suicide without 
help, Humphrey said. "We should not 
require the doctor to break the law 
when the law is out of date and should 
be changed." 

About two-thirds of Americans 
support assisted suicide, Humphrey 
said, yet the medical profession con­
trols the lethal drugs that allow it. 
Eventually, he predicted, the medical 
profession will accept assisted sui­
cide, as it has the concept of living 
wills. · • 

Assisted suicide should be appro­
priately restricted, Humphrey said, 
and only apply to the terminally ill. A 
law proposed in Oregon, .qe said, 
would allow a doc'ior to prescribe a 
suicide drug at the patient's request if 
the patient is terminal and competent, 
two doctors concur, a waiting period 
is enforced and the family is in­
formed. 

Such standards are lacking in the 
much-publicized suicide practice of 
Jack Kevorkian, Humphrey said. 

The public forurtl was sponsored 
by Stetson's Institute for Christian 

• Ethics. 
The Institute's director, Dixon 

Sutherland, said the issues of eutha­
nasia and assisted suicide are "impor­
tant and daunting challenges» that 

· will dominate ethical discussions in 
the next century. 

But the debate did not include a 
religious perspective when it first be­
gan in the 1950s, he said. 

Medical professionals ''saw them­
selves as being objective, and religion 
represented emotionalism and preju­
dice," Sutherland said. "They feared 
religion would get in the way." 

Yet religion has been a pivotal fac­
tor in almost every landmark case to . 
date, Sutherland noted. "It is a factor 
that can't be ignored because of the 
role it plays in decision making." 

Maguire agreed religious voic:es 
are essential in the right-to-die debate. 

"How we die has changed great­
ly," he said. Advances in medicine 
mean people live longer and death is 
experienced differently. 

Public discussion is a step in the 
right direction, he said. 

Be a Part of Helping 
Patients and Families 

in Need Through . 
Baptist Healthcare Foundation's 

Mother's Day 
Sunday SchoolCharity Fund # 

An important Kentucky Baptist tradition is the Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund, received each Mother's 
Day in Baptist churches across Kentucky. 

This offering helps provide assistance to 
patients and families experiencing finan­
cial crisis because of medical expenses. 

You can make a difference in the lives of 
patients and families experiencing some 
of life's greatest challenges. 

Support the Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund through your local Baptist 
church or complete the form below and 
mail it to Baptist m~althcare Foundation, 
4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, KY 40207:· 

You may consider making a gift in honor 
of (or in memory) of your mother. -:._, , 

.----------------~---------------, O Yes, I want to help needy patients and families served by 

.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Baptist hospitals. Enclosed is my gift to support this year's 
Mother's Day Sunday School Charity Fund: 
O $100 O $50 O $25 O other ___ _ 

This gift is in honor (or in memory) of: . 

Your Name . 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone (please include area code) 

I Thank You. . L--------------------------------~ 
Mother's i;:>aySunday School Charity Fund Offering 

May 8, 1994 

----·-
BAPJ.fISr HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION 

4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, KY 40207 

(502) 896-5003 
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Mother's Day Sunday School Charity Fund 
Our contributing writer this 

month is William Cubine, seminary 
pastor at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary. He is a member 
of the board of directors of Baptist 
Healthcare System. 

Have you ever asked any of the 
following questions? 

1. "Why give each year to the 

can.not be found. 
3. The Baptist Healthcare Sys­

tem, composed of five hospitals, 
provided more than $8.3 million in 
charity care last year. Even with 
this generous amount provided by 
the hospitals, there still remain 
many needs that cannot _be fully 
met. This special charity fund adds . 

. further assistance each year in the 
Mother's Day Sunday 
School Charity Fund?" 

2. "Why don't the 
welfare agencies of our 
government help these 

BAPTIST 
HEALTHCARE 
FOUNDATION 

spirit of Christian love. 
I have served Ken­

tucky Baptist churches 
for 37 years and this 
fund was a veryimpor-

people?" • 
3. "Why don't the Baptist hos­

pitals help with charity care?" 

Answers to the above questions: 
1. The Mother's Day Sunday 

School Charity Fund gives every 
church and its members the oppor­
tunity to carry out Matt: 25:31-45. 
Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, 
as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." When our re­
sources are put together we can do 
much. 

2. Many times individuals who 
have 'fallen on hard times need 
medical assistance and they do not 
meet the immediate qualifications 
that these agencies require. The 
Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund is a source of finan­
cial help to those who fall through 
the cracks when other assistance 
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tant resource when unusual needs 
arose that an individual church 
could not meet and other sources of 
assistance were not available. 

I am proud to be a Kentucky 
Baptist and a director of Baptist 
Healthcare System, both of which 
work together in providi_ng excel­
lent medical care in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Honor your parents, spouse, 
children, church, pastor, Sunday 
school teacher or anyone else that 
you love by giving a gift of love to 
the Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund. God will bless you 
for it. 

Any questions or comments con­
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare 
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda­
tion should be directed to Charles W. 
Cox Jr., president of Baptist Health­
care Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way, 
wuisville, Ky. 40207 (502) 896-5003. 

Resolution praises_ Mid-Continent 
CLINTON-West Kentucky Bap­

tist Association passed a resolution 
April 12 encouraging friendly coop­
eration between the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and Mid-Continent Bap­
tist Bible College. 

The school, located in Mayfield, is 
owned and operated by eight Baptist 
associations in West Kentucky, along 
with Baptists in two ·other states. 

Currently, the KBC Executive 
Board is studying a requ·est to "offi­
cially recognize" Mid-Continent. 

West Kentucky Association's res­
olution praises this study and states 
messengers' desire fot ·"only the 
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friendliest cooperation with our fel­
low Baptists across the common­
wealth of Kentucky." 

The resolution says "it has been 
historically understood that work de­
veloped and controlled by associa­
tions of Southern Baptist churches is 
Southern Baptist work." 

Further, it says the majority of pas­
tors in West Kentucky Association 
have received some of their training 
at Mid-Continent, making it "evident 
that the cooperation of our churches 
in the work of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention has been greatly strength-
ened." ' 

l 

OFF TO CHINA Four representatives of Cumberland College will travel to China this sum­
mer. This is the fourth year of the Baptist school's China study program. Shown at a 
recent preparation meeting are Janie Carter, Missie Irvin, Leslie Boozer, Kristina McKim, 
Jonathan Ramey, Ann Hoffelder and Donna Ridenour. Boozer, Ramey, McKim and Hof­
felder will travel to China this summer. Carter, Irvin and Ridenour are previous partici­
pants who have been briefing this year's group. Boozer and McKim are students who will 
spend five weeks at Beijing University learning Chinese language and culture. Ramey, 
assistant professor of mathematics, will supervise the summer learning experience. Hof­
felder, chemistry department chairwoman, will teach oral English to Chinese teachers of 
English at Yantai University. 

come 
Join 
The. 
r=un! 

Saturday, May 14 

• 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 
125 years of caring for children and you're invited to 

the birthday party! Bring a ·van load! Bring a bus load! 
There 'Ube plenty of food, fellowship, and live 

entertainment for the entire church family! 

Big Sandy Area Event 
held on the grounds of 

First Baptist Church 
Fourth Street & Scott Avenue 

Pikeville, Kentucky 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

~ Celebrat!Yg 
-~ 125 

KBI IC fears of love -----
For more information: 
Rev. Drew Martin, FBC, Paintsville 
(606) 789-3168 
Rev. Bob Nonnan;Grace Baptist, Pikeville 
(606) 437-7262 • 

.) 



PEOPLE 
Though shot down in Somalia, pilot's faith kept him up 
Continued from page 1 

"Dale .. . broke his wrist trying to 
get out," Alliman explained. "He 
pulled me from the helicopter and sat 
me down where I could hide. He went 
back for the crew, but it was too late." 

Just then, flames engulfed the he­
licopter, he said. "I survived death by 
about 20 seconds." 

While the Black Hawk was going 
up in smoke, Alliman and Shrader hid 
in the nearby bushes. They sustained 
massive. second and third degree 
burns and numerous broken bones. 

The next h11lf-hour felt like an eter­
nity as they alternately tried to hide 
and defend themselves from the So­
mali fighters, Alliman said. 

J\li\,i,r 

Tbls scrl,tural concept of burden 

!!'i,':n"ftve ::::u"/!~:~tve to 
I People helping people. 
I Pay $300 + 20% of first $5,000. 
I $122 per mo. average family 

burden share. 
I Assistance with maternity expenses. 

Call All Saints 
1-800-259-0095 
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"Dale kept saying, 'Perry, John 
3:16. Perry, John 3:16,"' Alliman re­
called. "He was comforting me, I was 
comforting him. We were just com­
forting each other the best we could." 

Even though he regularly has 
shared his faith with others, Alliman 
said, one thought he couldn't get rid 
of during those moments of crisis was 
wishing he had done more to help 
lead people to make decisions for 
Jesus Christ. 

The pilots' rescuer came in the 
form of a mysterious man standing in 
the alley. 

"He said 'American boys, come,"' 
Alliman explained. The man directed • 
them toward one end of the road, to a 
lightly armored tank of the United 

t Steeples & Q 
1 I ~\ Baptistries 

j
1j ! From the world's 

' largest manufacturer of Call or write for 
I : ' fiberglass church products our free catalog 
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Come join us _at 
Gateway Baptist 
Church - ♦ 

... a good place to build lives 

Dr. Glenn Mollette 
Pastor 

Only ten minutes from 

Kentucky and minutes 

away by the expressway. 

. Gateway Baptist Church 

7564 SR 66 

Newburgh, Indiana 

(812) 853-378 

Arab Emirates-part of the United 
Nations forces. 

Alliman and Shrader ran down the 
alley, attempting to avoid continued 
gunfire. 

Once safe inside the tank, "We 
both lay on the floor of the tank yell­
ing 'Praise God,"' he said. 

"In my opinion, the man in the al­
ley was an angel," Alliman continued. 
And even if he were a Somali, he 
risked his life by intervening on the 
Americans' behalf, he said. 

However, getting out alive was 
only half the battle, Alliman ex­
plained. After he was transported ·to a 
U.S. Army bum center in San Anto­
nio, Texas, physicians worked hard to 
stabilize him, clean out the wounds 
and perform necessary skin graphs. 

"My left hand was grafted in six 
places," he said. "I was in terrific 
pain." • 

For more than six weeks, includ­
ing 15 days restricted to laying on his 
back, Alliman fought for recovery. 

At times, he said, he has wondered 
why this had to happen; "but I try to 
leave that alone." 

Instead, the pilot has chosen a pos­
itive outlook: "A whole lot of good 
things have come out of this .... The 
situation really brought us closer to 
the Lord," he said, noting he had to 
rely on God's presence when he oth­
erwise would have felt alone. 

Even while in the hospital, he -and 
Shrader had opportunities to share 
their faith in Christ, Alliman said. 

And since he returned home last 
November, he has spoken to several 
church and civic groups about his ex­
perience. 

Meanwhile, Alliman is thankful 
that life is beginning to return to nor­
mal. Most of the bums are healing 
well; he's back home with his family; 
he's flying again; and he continues to 
live out his faith at work and through 
Henderson Memorial Baptist. He is a 
new deacon at the church and teaches 
Royal Ambassadors, a missions 
group for boys. 

Shrader, too, has recovered and 
returned to regular duty, Alliman re­
ported. 

"I'm sure God's not done with me 
yet, because he's pulled me through 
all that," Alliman said. "I can look 
forward and backward to see how 
God is working in my life_;, .. •• 

Wehmeyer covers religion on ABC 
DALLAS (EP)-Reporters in search of a good story can 

be found in war zones, crime scenes and courtrooms. But 
on any given Sunday, ABC reporter Peggy Wehmeyer can 
be found where many reporters fear to tread-church. 

Wehmeyer joined ABC's "World News Tonight" in 
January as a religion beat reporter, at the invitation of 
anchor Peter Jennings. 

"I would say I'm a Christian whose faith means a lot to 
me," she said, explaining that doesn't constitute a handicap 
in objectivity. 

Although television's coverage of religion in the past has 
concentrated on excesses and abuses, such as the 
televangelist scar:idals1;,Vl/ehmeyer say_s that~ notthe kine;! Q~ 
story she was hired by ABC to'dm " , , '' 

"They're not stories about how bad religion is or the 
aberrant aspects of religion. 

"We're trying to capture the heart of spiritual life in this 
country." 

Church Buses 
New& Used 
Call Henry Headden 

at 
Metrotrans Corporation 

(800) 370-6180 
(615) 371-6180 

"We invite you 
to hear one of 
the most sought­
after evangelists 
in America." 

Evangelist Clyde Chiles of the Turning Point 
EvangelisticAssociationinSt.Louis,Mo.,willbe 
at Cloverleaf Baptist, Church May 8-11. 

Sunday services: 10:45 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Monday -Wednesday: 7 p.m. 

4401 Manslick Road, Louisville, Kentucky 
(502) 367-0218 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

Americans often hear 
reference to people living 
"below the poverty line." 

This designation is set 
annually by the 

government, based on a 
variety of factors. For 

example, recently 
released figures for 1992 

place the poverty 
threshold for a family of 
one at $7,143 in annual 
income. For a family of 

two people, the 
threshold is $9,137; for a 

family of three it is 
$11,186; for a family of 

four, $14,335; for a 
family of five, $16,592; 

for a family of six, 
$19,137. 

Source: Kentucky State 
Data Center 

L\- ••• · ,"\,_._,, _.,:.i. 
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Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ ASHLAND-Francis O'Donnell 
resigned as minister to youth and chil­
dren at First Church to become min­
ister to students and families at Mc­
Carthy Church in Saint Joseph, Mo. 
■ BROWDER- Hayward Casey, 
pastor of Browder Missionary 
Church, is retiring May 8 and is avail­
able for supply preaching, revivals, 
Bible studies and revival music. He 
may be reached at (502) 526-3218 or 
(502) 476-2623. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Corinth 
Church called Tim Maggard as pas­
tor. 
■ ELKTON- Elkton Church held 
revival services April 10-13 with 
evangelist Paul Crews of Wickliffe 
as speaker. Several decisions were 
made. 
■ FINCHVILLE- Finchville 
Church called Kenneth Murphy as 
pastor. He previously was pastor at 
Glasgow Church. He will begin his 
new ministry June 1. 
■ GREENSBURG- Brush Creek 
Church called Dannie Nelson as pas-

. tor April 10. 
Liberty Church called Darrell 

Hensley as pastor. 
■ INDEPENDENCE- Colburn 
Hooten will celebrate his 30th anni­
versary as pastor of Hickory Grove 
Church May 22. Under his leadership, 
the church·has grown from 480 mem­
bers 1o ·r,775. Dinner will follow the 
special morning service. 
■ LEWISPORT- Patricia Settle re-

Our friends write a column 

signed as day care director at 
Lewisport Church to become week­
day education director at Yates 
Church in Durham, N.C. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Highland Church 
called Edgardo Mansilla as Hispan­
ic pastor. The church recently began 
a Hispanic ministry, which includes 
integrated worship and a Spanish-lan­
guage Sunday school class, along 
with other weekday ministries. 

West Broadway Church called 
John Bennett as minister of educa-

SEEKING: Summeryo1,1th work­
er, First Baptist Church, 406 South 
Division St., C~erville, IL 62918. 
Dates needed: June 1-Aug. 31, 1994. 
Room and board available, salary ne­
gotiable. Call (618) 985-3040. 

NEEDED: Dietary assistant and 
certified medical technician needed 
for personal care home. Good wages, 
benefits and flexible scheduling. Con­
tact Part's Rest, Inc. (502) 451-5440. 

SEEKING: Full-time organist po­
sition. Send resume to Cloverleaf 
Baptist Church, 4401 Manslick Rd., 
or call (502) 367-0218. • 

SEEKING: North Fork Baptist 
Church is seeking a part-time minis­
ter of youth and music. Send resume 
to: Susan Sparrow, NFBC Search 
Committee Chairman, 3264 Jones 
Ln., Frankfort, KY 40601. 

There are four entities which keep the work 
going at Oneida. 

Our most important ingredient- the reason for 
our existence- is our students. The next signifi­
cant factor is our staff ~d faculty. We also are 
reminded in many ways every day that the Lord 
is our most important and dependable guide, ally • 
and resource. 

felt I knew him. In his hands you always believed 
Oneida was where the young, even today, could 
find a finn foundation upon which to build their 
Ii ves. I do hope one of these days I will visit Onei­
da. 

Then we think about the myriad friends whom 
the Lord leads to support Oneida. By their 
prayers, their interest and their gracious and gen­
erous gifts, they keep us going: 

On any day we receive ample 
words of support to fill this column. I 
have chosen a few to share with you. 
These friends are writing the column 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Thank you for your letter. My prayers will be 
with you, faculty and staff as you go about daily 
trying to fill the shoes left empty." 
From an unidentified friend: "You helped a niece 
of mine when she needed a pair of blue jeans to 
stay warm. For that we are extremely grateful. 

Please accept these clothes for others 
in need." . 

From another state: "My father, Dr. 

today. 
From far western Kentucky: "En­

closed is a small gift from our church 
family which we would like to give in 
memory of Bar1:ley Moore, in recog­
nition of the significant contribution he 
made to Christian education and the 

J.,,,~~ 
•:·· ;,, 

Eri J. Shumaker, was president of 
Oneida when Barkley Moore entered 
the first grade. My mother wrote a 
beautiful poem about Oneida in v..:hich 
she spoke of the children happily play­
ing. Barkley would have been one of 
them. 

cause of Christ. We know that wher- A.B. Colvin 
ever it is used at Oneida, it will be put 

"In the late 80s he planned a tribute 
to my parents at graduation time. It 
was one of the most memorable times 
of my life to drive down to Oneida and 

to good use. 
'Thank you for the good work you are doing 

. there. Thank you for continuing to be faithful 

. stewards of the lives which the Lord entrusts to 
your care. We are proud of all that Oneida is. Our 
prayers are with you during this challenging time 
of transition. We trust that this is going to be a 
time of real spiritual growth for the administra­
tion, faculty, staff and student body as the Lord 
leads you to deeper levels of dependency upon 
him. Certainly great blessings and victories loom 
large on the horizon." 

Ffom central Kentucky: "The death of Dr. 
Moore was truly distressing news. I regret that I 
never got to Oneida to meet him but nevertheless 

be the guest of the school. 
"I am enclosing memorial gifts to both Dr. 

Moore and my parents. The contribution is small 
but it comes from a grateful heart." (Portraits of 
Dr. and Mrs. Shumaker and the original poem, 
"Little School in the Mountains," are in the pres-
ident's office today.) • 

From another country and -a family whom 
Moore ~sisted many years ago: "I ran into Dr. 

- Colvin at Baptist East Hospital. Just want to say 
'hello.' Keep up the good work. I'm almost fin­
ished with medical school- two more weeks! 
Plan to visit shortly. God bless." 

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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tion. He previously served on staff at 
Third A venue Church. 

Lyndon Church called Howard 
Williams Jr. as minister of adminis­
tration/education. 
■ MIDWAY- Forks of Elkhorn 
Church ordained David Menser to 
the gospel ministry March 6. Also, the 
church will celebrate its 206th anni­
versary June 5, with special services. 
■ PADUCAH-East Church called 
Michael Morrow, of Brownsville, 
Miss., as pastor. 
■ PINEVILLE- R.O. Fitts, who 
served several churches in Kentucky 
and on the faculty at Clear Creek Bap­
tist Bible College, has returned to 
Clear Creek as guest professor. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

NEEDED: Organist for Sunday 
morning and evening, and Wednes­
day evening. Kenwood Baptist, (502) 
367-1197. 

FOR RENT: 2BR-2BA Orlando 
condo. Available week of SBC, June 
12-19. Disney one mile. $1,050. (606) 
654-2726. 

WANTED: Day care director, sal­
ary negotiable and based on experi­
ence. Send resume to Personnel Com­
mittee, Lynn Acres Baptist Church, 
5007 Southside Dr., Louisville, KY 
40214. 

SEEKING: Cloverport Baptist 
Church is seeking a part-time minis­
ter of youth and music (25-30 hrs/ 
wk). Apartment and utilities provid- • 
ed. Send resume to Cloverport Bap­
tist Church, Cloverport, KY 40111. 
Phone (502) 788-6650. 

■ PLEASANT VIEW- Pleasant 
View • Church called David and 
Paula Bird as ministers to children 
March 27. 
■ SOMERSET-Mount Pleasant 
Church ordained Johnny Bullock 
and Lester Bumgardner as deacons. 
■ WILLIAMSBURG- Matthew 
Sturtevant, of Frankfort, has been 
awarded the Cumberland College 
Pastor Recommendation Scholarship. • 
Students selected receive a full-tuition 
scholarship; renewable up to four 
years, provided the student maintains 
minimum qualifications. 

Ryans Creek Church will celebrate 
its 110th anniversary June 26. Former 
pastors and members are invited. 

WANTED: Part-time minister of 
music. Resume to: Parrish A venue 
Baptist Church, 2330 W. Parrish 
Ave., Owensboro, KY 42301. (502) 
683-2156. 

VACATION: Sanibel Island, 
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va­
cation rental. Pool, tennis courts, 
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud­
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752. 

SBC TOUR: Orlando, Fla., June 
12-16, 1994. Airfare, room and shut­
tle as low as $449/person. Extensions 
available. Ray Hayes ( 502) 4 77 -2379. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

Her will has been done 
Since. 1952, James Royalty has 

been pastor of Red Hill Church, 
Radcliff. Until her death in Decem­
ber 1991, his mother, Cordie E. 
Royalty, sat in the middle section, 
third row from the front on the end. 
Her estate was recently settled and 
her daughter, Ruth Bowen, wrote 
us: "Following her death, the first 
will was found after the estate was 
probated. Everything was the same 

willing to share the resources of 
their parents. 

Clear Creek traditionally has 
been supported by persons age 55 
and older. Many of these individu­
als make smaller gifts on a regular 
basis. With the passing of these 
dedicated supporters, however, we 
must find a way to replace these 
contributions. One way is through 
a will such as Cordie Royalty's. 

as the first will except a 
bequest for Clear Creek. • 
I personally would like 
for mama's desire to be 
fulfilled, so I am doing 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

it myself. 
"My mother lacked 

three days ofliving to be 
103 years of age. She 
taught adult women in 
Sunday school until she 
was well past 98, then 
occasionally. She gave Bill Whittaker 

While raising six 
children, Royalty com­
pleted her education at 
Georgetown, Berea and 
the University of Ken­
tucky. She attended 
some classes at the 
WMU Training School 
in Louisville to help her 
husband in pastoral 
ministry. Despite the de­
mands of caring for her 
large family and pursu­
ing her education, "she Bibles to many people, 

. witnessed and was a dedicated 
Christian and soul-winner." 
• This is a tribute to a faithful 

• Christian mother, but also to chil­
dren who respect their mother's 
long-time interest _and desire to 
continue encouraging the work that 
meant much to their parents. Rich­
ard Carnes of the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation recently commented 
that institutions such as ours face 
critical days because the generation 
that has kriown us is dying, and 
many of the younger generation do 
not share the commitments nor are 

always got to church;" her daugh­
ter recalls. Sbe taught vacation Bi­
ble school until age 90. 
• Ruth Bowen concluded her let­
ter with this affirmation: ''It is my 
opinion your school fulfills a 
unique service and is a blessed in­
stitution." Families like hers and 
her parents help us fulfill our 
unique service and enable us to be 
a blessing. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible_ College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
40-year missionary helped Baptists feed the hungry I 

By Marty Croll 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-In 1982, 
as masses of Cambodians driven by 
Vietnamese occupation forces spilled 
-into Thailand, thousands filtered into 
refugee camps where Southern Bap­
tist teams worked. 

In some camps, parents who had 
seen years of war destroy their fields 
were so desperately trying to feed 
themselves that their children were 
starving.- Relief workers pulled the 
young ones away, housed them sepa­
rately and gave them their own food. 

Under one tent, a little boy stood 
out in the crowd of about 150 chil­
dren. He was 6 but looked 3, his ribs 
shrink-wrapped in a thin layer of skin. 

As coordinator of Southern Bap­
tist hunger and relief efforts overseas, 
John Cheyne was touring the area. He 
saw the boy, m0ved in closer, pulled 
his camera to his eye. Then he 
stooped over and focused. As the boy 
stared up at him, Cheyne clicked the 
picture. 

Cheyne saw the boy suck in a gasp 
of air, then fall over dead. 

"That always stuck with · me," 
Cheyne. said recently, still visibly 
moved. "Just to see that boy die ... 
right there in front of me before I 
could help. I was there so I could tell 
other people the story; but he died 
befcmn could acninytru:n:g:" ~ ~ 

Cheyne, 65, retired in March after 
40 years with the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. The Chicago 
native, who attended high school and 
college in Alabama, spent the first 24 
of those years as a missionary preach­
er and administrator in Africa with his 
wife, Marie. The last 16 he led the 
board's world hunger and relief pro­
gram-just out of the starting blocks 

when he took it over in 1978. 
The Thailand refugee camp tour 

was only one of many survey trips he 
made into needy areas- areas where 
he helped missionaries find ways to 
relieve suffering as part of their Chris­
tian witness. Multifaceted projects he 
helped plan have brought fresh water, 
food, healing, sanitation and salvation 
to people worldwide. 

Recently he has played a key role 
in projects aiding Kazakhstan, Roma­
nia and other parts of the former So­
viet bloc since it splintered in the late 
1980s. 

During his tenure, Southern Bap­
tist giving to human needs grew from 
less than $2 million in·1978 to peak at 
nearly $12 million in 1985- the year 
the world responded to the Ethiopian 
famine. Giving in recent years has 
averaged between $7 million and $8 
million. 

Cheyne credits timing for the 
growth. He came to the human needs 
job, he maintained, just as television 
became especially adept at transmit­
ting starving faces to Americans' sup-
• per tables__:._and as Southern Baptists 
were beginning to respond. 

"They put pressure on us," he said 
of the thousands of local church 
members who sent money. "When 
your offering doubles three years in a 
row, it forces you to do as good a job 
as you can to effectively and efficient- . 
ly use the funds."· • • 

Early on, Cheyne rejected the idea 
of using hunger relief only as a means 
to an end: gaining Christian converts. 
Instead, he championed "holistic min­
istry" - addressing the evolving 
needs of people, helping them raise 
their physical quality oflife and meet­
ing emotional and spiritual needs as 
they surface. . ,. ,,.. 

He advocated "transformation" as 

a way to change lives rather than a 
more humanistic approach. Human­
ism holds out sin-racked man as the 
answer to his own problems, he said. 
But it fails to deal with a person's 
need to become spiritually whole and 
transform society. 

Under Cheyne's direction, human 
needs projects became more than a 
way to get someone to sit still long 
enough to listen to the gospel story. 
Rather, they became another way to 
express simple truths of the gospel 
like "love your neighbor" and "do 
unto others .... " 

Still, the projects he helped mis­
sionaries plan were effective in lead­
ing people to Jesus Christ and starting 
churches. • 

Now, nearly three decades after he 
and a team of missionaries started toy­
ing with the idea as a way to reach a 
remote Ethiopian Orthodox area in 
1966, "holism" in human needs min­
istry has become commonplace over­
seas. 

Most Southern Baptist missionar­
ies know no other way. And the ho­
listic approach helped lay the founda­
tion for Cooperative Services Interna­
tional, the Southern Baptist aid agen-

. cy now operating in places where 
missionaries usually cannot go, but 
where educators and other highly 
skilled experts are welcome. 

On one trip, Cheyne was haunted 
by a question asked upon leaving ·one 
of Brazil's urban "misery villages." 
Thousands of rural villagers had mi­
grated there and set up tar-paper 
shacks along a ditch draining waste 
from a nearby factory. He had met an 
illiterate, 25-year-old mother in the 
village with no husband and no mar­
ketable skills. The young woman had 
descended to the edge of total despair. 

"I wondered, 'When she looks up 

at the night sky or when she tries to 
· pray, how- and who- does she 
imagine God to be?"' Cheyne re- . 
called. 

Words alone, he realized, would 
not help this woman. Y:et, as her pnys- , 
ical needs were met by Brazilian 
Christians, she began to develop a 
picture of God's love and became 
open to the gospel. 

"I am convinced that the best 
method of evangelism is to so mani­
fest the Father that if they cannot 
comprehend it in words, they will 
comprehend it in our lives," Cheyne 
said. 

He should have died, but lives to tell how God saved him 
NASHVILLE (BP)- Alton Ed­

mondson wasn't supposed to be there. 
After four gunshots to his head, he 

wasn't supposed to be anywhere. 
The drug "family" for which Ed­

mondson worked had ordered hii:n 
killed. The "hit man" had fired four 
shots from a small-caliber pistol at 
point-blank range. Still Edmondson 
was no_t dead. 

"Lord, help me!" he caJled out. 
As he recalls it now, he heard a 

voice as clear as any person say, "If I 
do, will you serve me .the rest of your 
life?" 

"Yes, Lord," he replied. And then, 
he said, the· Lord raised him up-lit­
erally. 

"I couldn't get up by myself. I was 
hurt too bad. But then there I was 
standing. The gunman fired five more 
shots into me but I didn't go down. 
Then he thri;!w his gun down and ran 
off, and I staggered across the street 
to a store for help." 

Today the 31-year-old Edmond­
son begins sharing his testimony by 
saying, "I praise God that he has al­
lowed me to see another day." 

True to his pledge to God, he says 
he has left behind all connections with 
illegal drugs, liquor, gambling and 
even a budding career as a profession­
al comedian. 

Ten years of that lifestyle have 
been replaced by regular speeches in_ 
churches and anyplace else he can get 
his message across, especially to 
young people. 

Edmondson knows several other 
people died in violent crimes the same 
night he was shot. "He saved me for a 
reason." 

He believes part of that reason is 
so he can carry God's message to 
some of the kinds of people he used 
to know. 

"You will not hear my gospel be­
hind the pulpit as much as in the 
street. My desire is to go into every 
crack house to tell them what Jesus 
has done for me," Edmondson said. 
"It is my destre to help my people." 

When he talks to youth, as he did 
recently at Simeon Baptist Church in 
Nashville, he tells them, "You have a 
right to choose who you are going to 
serve." 

Edmondson warns that the devil­
whom he refers to as "the enemy"­
does not play fair. He uses videos and 
popular music to talk about murder 
and carrying guns and quitting school. 

"The enemy is so deceiving, he 
will use your best friend to approach 
you about drugs and other tempta­
tions. 

"We seem to want to wait on God, 

but the devil is moving now. When 
you are sitting at home, the enemy is 
sitting beside you, and he knows what 
you like. He's going to hit you at your 
weakest point." 

There are ways to resist the devil, 
Edmondson says. "So many doors are 
open whereby the enemy can get to 
us. So I close some doors- I don't lis­
ten to rap unless it is gospel rap." . 

Some Christians- including some 
Christian young people, he·says- are 
"secret service agents or double 
agents, in church on Sunday but in the 
club on Saturday." 

Real believers are going to act dif­
ferent from that, he says. "If your fa­
ther is a king, what does that make 
you? If you are a prince or princess, 
walk like one!" 

He concedes he still goes into 
clubs and similar places, but says it is 
for a different purpose now. 

"I go in to share the gospel because 
people that need to hear it are there, 
but when I finish telling them, I'm out 
of there." 

Edmondson says he is committed 
to his new life in Christ. Since he went 
to work for God, there has been no 
turning back. 

And he plans to keep on talking 
about Jesus: "I will not shut up till I 
goup." 

RELIEF MAN John Cheyne 
retired in March after 40 
years with the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, including 16 years 

1 directing the FMB's world 
hunger and relief pro­
grams. (BP photo by Sandy 
King) 

NEW LIFE Alton Edmond­
son miraculously survived 
a shooting ordered by his 
former drug associates and 
now lives to tell of the pow­
er of Jesus Christ. 
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Kentucky Baptists, your childcare ministry is 125 
years old this Year -- the oldest in the Southern 

Baptist Convention! Plan now to praise our Lord for 
, His goodness in two_great ways! 

1. Attend the family celebration 2. 
festival in your area! 

Celebrate in your church 
on anniversary S_unday -­

June 26 May 14 

June 4 -

June 25 

Big . Sandy Area Celebration 
First Baptist Church, Pikeville 

First Baptist Church, Lo.ridon 

Spring Meadows Children's . 
Home, Middletown 

July 16 Dixon Temporary Shelter, Dixon 

Aug. 6 

Sept. 4 

Sept. 17 

Oct. 8 • 

Baptist Youth Shelter, Morehead 

Erlanger Baptist Church, Erlanger 

Glen Dale Children's Home, Glendale 

Genesis Home, Mayfield 
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Each Kentucky Baptist church will receive 
special materials in May to use in a special 

church celebration. 

Celebrating 

125 
Years of-Love 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES FOR CHILDREN • 
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