
FOR THE RECORD 

Trust counsel named 
Lauri Valentine has been 

named to the newly 
created position of trust 

counsel for Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation. 

Seepage 3. 

Family Forum 
Should my teen-age 

children be expected to 
get summer jobs? 

Seepage 4. 

Editorial 
Kevorkian decision deals 

blow to sanctity of life. 
See page 5. 

Abortion ruling 
The United States 

Congress has passed a 
bill that would impose 

stiff penalties on 
protesters who block 

access to abortion 
clinics. See page 6. 

Fallen star 
Reaction to the fall of 

contemporary Christian 
singer Michael English 

illustrates how differently 
that industry operates in 

comparison to its secular 
counterpart. See page 7. 
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Board acts 
on building, 
budget and 
Foundation 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

CEDARMORE- Plans for a $1.5 
million addition to the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Building and for the 
Kentl,lcky Baptist Foundation to gain 
full agency status topped the agenda 
of the KBC Executive Board last 
week. 

The board also voted to recom­
mend establishing a Barkley Moore 
Father's Day Offering to benefit 
Oneida Baptist Institute beginning in 
1995. 

Also, for the first time in four 
years, the board approved a KBC 
budget which does not implement 
provisions of a financial crisis plan. 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Bill 
Marshall reported that gifts to the 
KBC's ministries are showing the 
healthiest signs recorded in several 
years. 

The $20 million budget for fiscal 
year 1994-95 represents a 3.2 percent 
increase over the current budget. It 
projects income of $17.86 million 
through undesignated gifts to the 
KBC Cooperative Program- a 3 per­
cent increase. Of those undesignated 
gifts, $11.25 million will be used in 
Kentucky and $6.61 million will be 
forwarded to the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

The largest single increase in pro­
jected income for the KBC, however, 
is the $400,000 anticipated in desig­
nated gifts from churches who do not 
wish to fund the national Cooperative 
Program budget administered by the 
SBC Executive Committee. This is a 
19 percent increase over the current 
year. 

The remaining $1.8 million in pro­
jected KBC income will come from 
various sources, such as the Eliza 
Broadus Offering for stat<t missions, 
the SBC Home Mission Board and 
program fees. 

Dealing with positive budget 
trends is a switch for the Executive 
Board, which in recent years has 
□ See Board acts ... , page 3 
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LEADING THE WAY Bob Harper, Southern Baptist missionary in Marigot, St. Martin, guides new Christian Monique Gagneux out 
I,, of the Caribbean Sea f}.fter baptizi(Jg her. Harperand his wife, Becky, minister among French residents on the island, shared by 
• ·· France and the Netherlands. The island is known as St. Maarten on the Dutch side. Lifestyles on the f rench side are influenced 

by atheism, the occult and New Age movements, according to Harper. Ifs been tough going tor the couple, who have tried all 
kinds of evangelistic methods. In their four years on St. Martin, Harper has baptized three converts ;md started a congr(!gation 
of about five people. "It's ahsolute/y the prayers of Southern Baptists that have kept us here," fy1rs. Harper said. {BP photo by 
Charles Ledford) • ' ·-
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Kentuckians evacuate Yemen; one remains 
SANAA, Yemen-One Kentucky 

missionary remained in war-tom Ye­
men late last week, while three other 
Kentuckians had evacuated. 

A total of 16 Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries had evacuated Yemen by 
May 13 because of an intensifying 
civil war in the Red Sea nation. 

Remaining in Yemen as of May 13 
was Ruth Ann McConnell of Hop­
kinsville, a nurse at Jibla Baptist Hos­
pital. All Southern Baptist missionar­
ies except 30 remaining at the hospi­
tal in Jibla have evacuated the coun­
try. 

Kentuckians who have fled in­
clude Al and Edna Lindholm and Le­
slie Durham. Durham, a nurse at the 
Jibla hospital, is from Owensboro. 
Mrs. Lindholm is from Cadiz. 

Mrs. Lindholm and the couple's 
two children left Sanaa May 9, while 
her husband remained four days long­
er to tie up loose ends before an al­
ready-planned furlough . They are 
making their way to the missionary 
house in Lawrenceburg. 

Durham left May 13, along with 

five missionaries and 12 missionary 
children. 

Another Kentuckian also escaped 
Yemen after being detained a few 
days by the uprising. Dottie Lane, a 
retired missionary to Japan who now 
lives in Hopkinsville, had been in Jib­
la visiting McConnell, who is her 
niece. 

Months of clashes within Yemen's 
military broke into open warfare May 
4 in the midst of feuding between the 
president, from the north, and his vice 
president, from the south. 

Yemen became a new nation in 
1990, uniting northern and southern 
kingdoms under a democratic reform 
program, but its military never has 
unified and tensions between power 
brokers have persisted. 

After May 13, foreign govern­
ments were scheduling no more evac­
uation flights out of Yemen, the For­
eign Mission Board reported. But the 
30 missionaries remaining at Jibla 
Baptist Hospital-located in a remote 
mountainous area several hours south 
of Sanaa- said they have enough cars 

and gaso.line to make a run for Saudi 
Arabia if things heat up. 

Officials with the FMB, which 
owns the hospital, have been making 
contact daily with workers' families 
who live in the United States. "We're 
telling them what the status is on a 
regular basis," said Gerry Volkart, 
associate director for Middle East op­
erations. 

Unless it becomes necessary to 
leave, the workers plan to keep the 
hospital in full operation. So far they 
have seen no cases of war injury. 
Fighting has been mostly limited to 
military action in a corridor between 
Sanaa and the southern port city of 
Aden, where southern forces have 
consolidated their power. 

There are signs that could be 
changing, however. A Scud missile 
fired into a heavily populated area of 
Sanaa May 12 reportedly killed or 
wounded 53 people, dragging civil­
ians into the war. 

Foreigners who evacuated said the 
blast blew out windows all over the 
□ See Kentuckians evacuate ... , page 9 

No. 1 mission field can be found .at home, Asbury dean says 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

OLIVE BRANCH, Miss. (BP)­
Where can you find the No. 1 mission 
field in the western hemisphere? 

The answer, according to Ken­
tucky theologian George Hunter, is 
"right here in the United States of 
America." 

Pointing to Gallup polls conduct­
ed in the last two decades which re­
veal a continuing decline in religious 
training of Americans, Hunter said a 
secular mind-set "has been stamped 
into the American culture more than 
ever before." 

Today, as many as 120 million 
Americans age 14 and older can be 

categorized as "secular," said Hunter, 
dean of the school of evangelism and 
world mission at Asbury Theological 
Seminary in Wilmore. 

He defined "secular" as represent-­
ing those who: 

I Have not been substantially in­
fluenced by Christianity. 

I Have no Christian history or 
"memory." 

I Are not "church broke" (don't 
know how to act in church). 

I Have only a superficial exposure 
to the Christian faith in a "diluted" 
form. 

I Are "inoculated" or "immu­
nized" against Christianity. 

Spiritual consciousness in Ameri­
ca, he said, "is a lot like the Ganges 

River-a mile wide, but not much 
more than an inch deep in many plac­
es." 

How has the Christian church re­
sponded to this "secularization" of 
American culture? For the most part, 
Hunter said, it has "slept" through it. 

"Not only are we surprised by the 
secularization of tens of millions of 
people in the U.S., but we are engaged 
in denial, (believing that) what has 
happened everywhere else in the 
western world could not possibly hap­
pen here," he said. 

Hunter spoke to state directors of 
Southern Baptist Sunday school work 
at the group's May 9-11 meeting in 
Olive Branch, Miss. Much of his con­
tent was drawn from his book "How 

to Reach Secular People." 
Most Christian churches, Hunter 

said, still operate as if they have the 
"home field advantage" of early 
Christendom when everyone knew 
the basics of the gospel message, 
whether they believed the gospel or 
not. 

"The harvest field has changed 
and we're still employing the meth­
ods that gathered the harvest as it used 
to be," he said, adding previously ef- . 
fective methods such as revivals, Sun­
day evening services and one-on-one 
confrontational evangelism "are 
largely spent forces." 

The churches that are reaching 
large numbers of secular people today 
□ See No. 1 mission field ... , page 8 
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BAPTISTS 
Some new church starts 
aligning with Fellowship 

About 31 new 
churches and 

missions have been 
started with 

relationships from 
the beginning to 
the Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship. 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (ABP)­
Deacon Ed Hinson served faithfully 
for many years at First Baptist Church 
in Rock Hill, S.C. When the congre­
gation elected a new pastor he con­
sidered to be-a fundamentalist, he lost 
more than a vote. He lost a home. 

The new pastor's authoritarian 
style contrasted sharply with the old, 
democratic method of decision-mak­
ing, Hinson said. Deacons who once 
enjoyed frank, collegial discussions at 
their meetings were told they now 
must submit any questions two weeks 
in advance. 

Disenfrancished by the change, 
Hinson and his wife began looking at 
other churches, only to find nothing 
in their community resembling the 
old "moderate" Southern Baptist 
church they had known. At one point, 
they considered switching denomina­
tions. Then they discovered The 
NewKirk. 

Last year, Oakland Avenue Bap­
tist Church in Rock Hill voted to 
sponsor a mission congregation to 
provide an explicitly "non-fundamen­
talist" Baptist witness. 

The New Kirk, which in Old Gael­
ic is ''new church," was established in 
1993 as an affiliate of the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship. 

, .~ .. 0 . . r' • • i Historically, the 3-year-old Fel-
t 1
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for alternatives to the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's traditional missions 
and theological education programs. 

But a growing number of church­
es are affiliating with the Fellowship 
from their inception, and a rising cho­
rus of advocates insists -that the orga­
nization's future lies more in inten­
tional planting of new churches than 
in wooing tradition-bound churches 
out of the SBC. 

"The Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship's future is not going to depend a 
great deal on the old churches that 
have been doing it the same way for 
250 years. There is going to have to 
be some new birth," said Harold Shir­
ley, pastor of The NewKirk. 

Fellowship members are showing 
"more and more interest in new 
church starts," said Jack Snell; chair 
of the group's global missions minis­
try group. But, he added, consensus is 
lacking on how far the Fellowship 
should go to address the needs of 
fledgling congregations. 

In the past 12 months, the tally of 
known Fellowship missions and new 
church starts grew to 31, and the indi­
cations from additional networking 
were the total might exceed 40. 

The church planters say existing 
Southern Baptist churches greet them 
with suspicion, but they are not about 
wooing away satisfied members of 
SBC congregations. 

"There are people in every com­
munity who are frustrated, dropped 
out, disillusioned, inactive," said Will 
Carter of Knoxville, Tenn. Those 
people, he added, are prime prospects 
for Fellowship churches. 

Habitat founder writes book 

....... 
..... -

AMERICUS, Ga. (ABP)- The 
success of Habitat for Humanity in 
providing affordable housing for low­
income families is the subject of a 
new book by the organization's 
founder. 

"The Theology of the Hammer" 
by Habitat founder Millard Fuller is 
published by Smyth & Helwys. 

Habitat uses volunteer labor, often 
from churches, to build low-cost 
homes; which are then sold at reduced 

• ---,--cost- to-families, who contribute at 

rl1 
'" 11%,' 

least 300 hours of "sweat equity" to· n' 

the construction. Interest-free loans 
make the homes more affordable. • 

Fuller, a millionaire lawyer from 
Americus, Ga., who gave away his 
wealth after a personal crisis, found­
ed Habitat for Humanity Internation­
al in 1976. He calls the program "a 
new, creative way to share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ." 

Fuller's book got a boost from ca­
ble network CNN, which did a live 
interview with the author May 5. 
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KENTUCKY 
Board acts on building & Foundation 
Continued from page 1 

• wrestled with sluggish giving and de­
clining budgets. Marshall told the 
board he is heartened by trends in the 
current fiscal year. After eight 
months, gifts to the KBC are running 
2.8 percent ahead of budget. 

The Baptist Building addition will 
be funded entirely from funds already 
on hand in designated capital-im­
provement accounts, according to 
board action. 

Marshall told the board the addi­
tion is necessary to facilitate expan­
sion of several KBC entities, which 
the Executive Board wants to "keep 
in the family" by providing adequate 
space. The addition will house the . 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, Wom­
an's Missionary Union, Western Re­
corder and KBC archives . . 

Space vacated by those entities 
will be used by Executive Board de­
partments, some of which also are in 
cramped quarters. 

Bids for construction of the 
15,000-square-foot addition will be 
let in late June, said Jerry Dooley, 
chairman of the building committee. 
Construction should take 10 to 12 
monts. 

• Godsey & Associates, a Louisville 
archictectural firm, has completed 
plans for the building, which will sit 
on the east side of the exising build­
ing. The existing building was con­
structed in 1956, with an addition in 
1978. 

Regarding the Foundation, the Ex­
ecutive Board will ask messengers to 
this year's annual meeting in Novem­
ber to approve giving the Foundation 
more responsibility for its own work. 
The Foundation currently operates as 
a program unit of the Executive· 
Board, but with its own board of di-

• rectors. 
Under the proposal, the KBC 

would continue to elect the Founda­
tion's board of directors. But instead 
of being a program unit of the Execu­
tive Board, the Foundation would be­
come a separate agency, a relation­
ship similar to that between the KBC 
and its schools, Western Recorder and 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren. 

Charles Barnes, a Louisville lay­
man and chairman of the Foundation 
board, said the change would enhance 
the Foundation's image, enhance ser­
vice capability and protect the KBC's 
and the Foundation's future. 

The Foundation board "is ready to 
accept a new level of responsibility 
and be responsible for the total opera­
tion of the Foundation," he said. "This 
would relieve the Executive Board of 
liability from trusts, esl:!ltes and Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency activi­
ties." 

The Foundation has enjoyed tre­
mendous growth in recent years un­
der the leadership of Executive Direc­
tor Richard Carnes. Assets under 
management now total $46.1 million, 
up from $36 million last August and 
$18.4 million in 1988. 

In the last fiscal year, the Founda­
tion distributed more than $1.5 mil­
lion in income to Baptist causes. 

If approved by messengers to the 
KBC annual meeting in Frankfort 
Nov. 15-16, the Foundation's move 
to full agency status would be effec-

tive Jan. 1, 1995. 
On another financial matter, the 

Executive Board will ask the conven­
tion to establish the Barkley Moore 
Offering for Oneida Baptist Institute, 
to be taken on Father's Day every 
year,-beginning in 1995. 

Moore, who died in January, was 
the school's longtime president. Onei­
da Institute is a boarding school for 
middle school and high school stu­
dents, located near Manchester in 
Eastern Kentucky. 

In his repprt to the Executive 
Board, AB. Colvin, Oneida's acting 
administrator, apologized for 
Moore's last appearance before the 
board prior to his death. Some board 
members had expressed disappoint­
ment with Moore's comments at their 
December 1993 meeting because 
they considered them defamatory to­
ward Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children. • 

"Barkley was feeling deeply what 
he perceived as a lack of support for 
Oneida" and later regretted his ac­
tions, Colvin explained. 

However, Colvin said Moore had 
been pleased to hear the proposal 
made during that meeting that a Fa­
ther's Day offering be established for 
Oneida. 

In other action, the Executive 
Board: 

I Approved a new salary adminis­
tration plan for secretarial and support 
staff of the Executive Board. 

I Raised summer camp rates for 
Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore • as-

• semblies by $1. 
I Authorized the executive secre­

tary-treasurer to execute a cooperative · 
agreement between the KBC and 

• Habitat for Humanity, whereby the 
KBC will work with Habitat to build 
homes for needy families as part of 
the Brotherhood department's "Hope 
for Homes" program. 

Among the .board's committees, 
several other actions were noted. 

The business and finance commit­
tee appointed a group to study the 
question of whether the KBC's two 
assemblies should provide free food 
and lodging to volunteers who come 
to do work that benefits the assem-

ORIGINAL (1956) ----w 
1978 ADDITION 

1994 ADDITION 
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blies. 
The board's administrative com­

mittee asked its legal counsel to file a 
formal inquiry with the Internal Rev­
enue Service to determine whether it 
would endanger the KBC's tax-ex­
empt status to participate 'officially in 
the Kentuckians Against Casinos co­
alition. 
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Thank you 
During the week of March 21-25, 

a group from the Kentucky Baptist 
Co_nvention came to Lexington and 
assisted elderly and disabled people 
with debris removal after the terrible 
ice storm. They also helped with the · 
cleanup of Ashland, the Henry Clay 
estate, which was devastated by the 
same storm. I cannot tell you how 
much we appreciate your help. 

There were many senior citizens 
on fixed incomes who simply could 
not afford to pay for private compa­
nies to come and prune their trees or 
take away the limbs and debris that 
mounted up in so many yards. A lot 
of people were hit hard, and your vol­
unteers made all the difference in 
helping them get through this difficult 
period. More than 150 residents in 
Fayette County are thankful for your 
help, and I appreciate it more than I 
can say. 

Pam Miller, mayor 
Lexington 

SBC patronage 
Is Kentucky bereft of a large pool 

of capable and available Southern 
Baptists from across the state willing 
to serve their denomination? 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 The Western Recorder carried a 
for a one-year, individual quote from Kentucky's lay member 

. s~bscription. Group of the SBC nominating committee 
subscriptions on the church upon publication of the committee's 

budget plan _a~e $8.50 per report "We looked for things from all 
year. An add1t1onal church ' 

'!a,,ne.wsl~tter,service is available over the state, and these w~re th,~ peo­
for churches of all sizes. All ple we felt were best qualified. 
subscriptions are payable in ' 0

' I in rio way question the abilities 
advance, except church and dedication of those chosen for 

accounts, which require a tax nomination to the 1994 Southern 
exemption number. . Baptist Convention meeting. I find it 

To register change ol address: 
Send the mailing label from 

page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

department at the Western 
Recorder address. 

To give news tips: Call (502) 
244-6472, fax to (502) 244-

647 4 or write the editor or 
. news director. 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be considered 
for publication, provided they 
do not make a personal attack 
on anyone. Letters are limited 

to 250 words and may be 
·edited for length . 

unusual, however, that a search from 
"all over the state" would lead this 
layperson to fill four of six positions 
with the wife of her boss, two busi­
ness colleagues and her pastor. 

Your paper sounds another inter-

Unsung heroes 
Charles Lauer is author of the 

book "Soar With the Eagles" and 
publisher of the weekly premier pub- · 
lication in the healthcare industry, 
Modern Healthcare. 

• My son-in-law, Steve Clifton, an 
attorney with Alliant Healthcare, 
shared with me Lauer's May 2 "Pub­

OPINION 
esting note. It reported that President 
Ed Young named to the committee on 
committees a layperson whose pastor 
is concluding a term on the ·nominat­
ing committee. 

Who controls denominational pa­
tronage in the state of Kentucky? Is 
the selection process fair? 

J, Howard Cobble 
Elizabethtown 

Pray that the Lord will remove 
their pride and arrogance so they may 

-see the truth. 

Confusing _state 

W.D. Hall 
Henderson 

I like the idea of men in charge in 
the church or home-if the home is a 
two-parent family. I understand there 

All are equal are exceptions. 
As women, sometimes we get our­

This arrogant attitude-that either selves into a confusing state. We have 
one believes like me or one can leave tried to show men we can do as well 
the church-is destroying our Baptist as they in the workplace. We have 
faith. stressed ourselves physically, emo-

What could be further from the tionally, health-wise. Our homes and 
truth of historical Baptist beliefs? I children are mishandled in some cas­
was taught that as Baptists there is no es. 
hierarchy in the church or denomina- Sensing our own uniqueness as 
tion, and all believers are equal in the women has suffered. Men and worn­
eyes of God. The present Baptist lead- en will never be the same in intelli­
ership meet in secret and talk down to gence. Each is unique. Our talents are 
laypeople as though we were stupid unique. 
and that they know what is best.for Can I be a man? My needs are dif­
us. Well, we aren't stupid, and we ferent. We women have let ourselves 
know hypocrisy when we see it. be categorized "keeping up with 

When any person or group sets men:" We take away from our 
themselves up as being the unques- uniqueness. We are wonderfully cre­
tionable spiritual leaders of a fellow- ated individuals. God chose us to 
ship of Christians, they are cultish in bring Chrisf, "the salvation . of the 
nature and playing God. They don't world," into this crazy world to make 
deserve the recognition of indepen- sense of it all when things are out of 
dent free-will Southern Baptists. I, for whack! 
one, will never back down from tell- What is more beautiful and unique 
ing Baptist leadership when they are than a woman, not in step with gal­
wrong. loping strides, but making her own 

This power play must end soon. special stride, softly, gently doing 
The Lord will not allow our witness things in her own special way. It is out 
in the world to be crippled any longer of character for a woman to be like a 
beca,use of fundamentalist egos. We man in action. 
must call for repentance by our self- In settling this fact within us, our 
righteous leadership. They don't con- own constitution can be even more 
trol us, and we weren't formed as a special and defined. Who knows, 
denomination to yield to them. They someone may open a door for us or 
'are to serve the Lord within the tenets render a seat to us. Would we as 
of traditional Baptist beliefs, and if women in 1994 know how to respond 
they insist on dictating doctrine to irs·,~ • ·to such courtesy? 
we must as faithful Baptists remove 
them from leadership positions. 

Indian reservation, told me he had 
been in Chicago to visit his oldest son. 

"As we talked, he wanted to know 
what I did, and I told him I was the 
publisher of a weekly business maga­
zine covering the healthcare industry. 
I also gave him a copy of my book, 
"Soar With the Eagles." 

"He told me about the son in Chi­
cago who had become cynical about 

Phyllis J. Bames 
Louisville 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns on 
an inside page are paid space. 

lisher's Letter." In a more 
abbreviated form, I share 
with the readers. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

life and that in the conver­
sations he had with him he 
didn't think he had been 
able to turn his thinking 
around. He was really 
down about that and asked 
me what I thought. 

"He then went on to tell me about 
their new ·foster son. The boy, who 
was suffering from fetal alcohol syn­
drome, joined them a couple of years 
ago when he was 7. The man also told 
me he and his wife hoped to adopt the 
boy shortly. As is common with chil­
dren suffering from fetal alcohol syn­
drome, there had been some traumat­
ic episodes of uncontroltable scream­
ing and even violence, but things 
seemed to be straightening out now. 

Claims made by adv_ertisers 
are not necessarily those of 

the Weste'rn Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

"On the plane ride, I 
encountered someone 
who, in my opinion, is one 
of the most successful per­
sons I have ever met. "That's when I asked 

him about the rest of his 
family. He told me he and 
his wife had rai~ed three 
sons, and he was very 

Directors: Don Mantooth, 
Morehead, chairman; Tom 

Curry, Louisville, vice 
chairman; Kay Trisler, 

Harrodsburg, secretary; Jim 

"Let's ·call this person 
the gentleman in 3A. I had 
the aisle seat and was busi­
ly working on my talk. I 
was a little preoccupied 
trying to rriake a few notes 

William W. Marshall proud of them. He has 

"I wish you could have been with 
me to hear this man's story. Aside 
from the tears over the death of the 5-
year-old, the fellow related his story 
in a rather matter-of-fact way. In 
short, he didn't seem to understand 
the impact he was having on me. It 
was as though it was a pretty routine 
matter for a couple to raise three boys 
on an Indian reservation, send them 
off into the world and then turn right 
around and take in two foster children 
with multiple problems instead of sit­
ting back, kicking off their shoes and 
relaxing. Thank goodness there are 
people like this in our midst. How 
much richer we are because of them. 

Abernathy, Covington; Glenn 
Durham, Harlan; Rusty 

Ellison, Benton; Frank Hatfield, 
Shepherdsville; Isaac 

McDonald, Elizabethtown; 
June B. Rice, Paintsville; John 

Searcy, Franklin; William · 
Thurman , Lexington; James 

Weaver, Madisonville. 

for my speech, so I didn't really no­
tice the man next to me until we were 
well into the flight. But eventually I 
got my notes organized and then sat 
back to relax a little. And you know 
how things go. I asked the man next 
to me if his home was in Salt Lake 
City, No, he told me, his home was in • 
Wyoming, and then we began to chat 
about a variety of topics such as our 
families and our jobs. The man, who 
is director of facilities planning on an 
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been married to his wife 
for about 36 years, and I could tell he 
was proud of her. 

"And then he talked about being a 
foster parent. They had taken in the 
first child when he was only 5 months 
old, and had been warned that the 
child might not live very long because 
he had been so brutally abused. As the 
gentleman in 3A told the story, he told 
me how this Indian baby had fooled 
everyone and lived to 5 1/2 years . 
There were tears in his eyes and mine. 

"To the gentleman in 3A, I would 
say what a priyilege it was to sit with 
him and visit with a truly successful 
individual." 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

summer. vacation·': 
JJ~:W~de Rowa,tt . 

' Q Should Ill)'J 4~ andi 6-year'z 
old teens beexpected to get sum~ 
mer jobs? .• _ . • '.,r . . <>;• 

i A As · school ends, teeri-agersi 
, wonder about summer plans. •· • 

.·· ... A . job provides growth. 
Working gives experience i'1 re •. 
lationships. Youth relate to peo0 

• pie beyond their families : This . 
may help them · appreciate their 
families more; ·· Of course; they i 
maylearn interpersonal skills tlQf.< 
picked up within their families. 

Ajob teaches and increases 
skills, Youth can learn to operate ,<, 
machines such · as cash registers, •· i' 
typewriters, computers, tractors, : • 
washers, etc. Many adults·work\'' 
atjobs that build on skills ac- > 
• quired, .in summer employment, 

• Having a job involves follow-
. ing a schedule. Youth learn to be •> 
on time and to use their work !; 

time productively: Usually they .,.• .. · 
structure ·their 'time away from 
work rriore qrrefully. . 

At school, the structures are 
pretty tight. Rules are clear, ,and 
teachers, ·counselors and '~the of~ 
fice" enforce the rules. This ex-

•• ternal control keeps youth more .• 
or less in line. A summer job usu­
ally has requirements, but less 
supervision. Teens can learn in- _·. 
ternal control. They can take care . 

.. of themselves and becomenfore. 
personally responsible for their 
actions. • 

Sure a summer job provides 
money; but more importantly it 
gives teens a chance to do some . 
growing. Families who do not 

• rieed the money would do well to 
. encourage their childrenJo vol\ , .. 

. unteer 10~20 hours a week in • 
... church or pubiic service areas. If 
, this is not possible, then at l~sr .. 

Jhey need an activity such 'a,,f ;. 
.•. sports, dance, drama or music. r ••·• 

•• AUteen-agers need chores • 
arid responsibilities around the •.· 
!lorn~. Those who are employec:F 

• ina.y have fewer; but at least they < 
can Care for their own rooms '. '\ 

' Those without jobs should in~ .. ', 
crease the-amount of work at Y 

<home during smninerl i • • • i < 
•••• Als,o, they do need soine time ' 

off: Perhaps a week of vacation 
b,etween school and work will 

... h~lp. They neecl some .daily re~ •· 
'· laxatfon time and a few .days i:.t•· 

weekforthelll$elves. ·Keep the · 
J~a)ance: There is . a time for ev~ 
eiything . (Ecclesiastes J: L-9). 
- • Wade Rowatt is professdr of psy­

cho.logy of religion at Southern Bap-' 
tist Theologica[Seminary. . • 

■ Send youi questions about 
children, teens, marriage, singles 
or aging to !'Family Forum," 
Western Rec9rder, Box 43969, 
·L~uisville, l{y. "6253. 
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EDITORIALS 
Kevorkian decision deals blow to sanctity of life 

A Detroit jury's decision to acquit Jack Kevorkian of assisting the sui­
cide of Thomas Hyde dealt a grievous blow to the sanctity of human life. 

The Kevorkian trial posed a painful dilemma. Sensitive people sympa­
thize with the plight of the terminally ill. Hyde believed his life would be 
improved if he hastened his excruciating, certain death. Anyone who has 
anguished with a loved one dying painfully knows some parts of life are 
worse than death. But a physician's participation in suicide moves be­
yond empathy to active participation in the death of a human being. Who 
has the right to "play God" and determine another life should end? 

The rationale for assisted suicide reflects a desire to end the pain that 
makes what's left of life unbearable. In its purest form, it is undiluted 
compassion. Kevorkian's supporters have affirmed this impulse. More­
over, criticism of this motive never rings with complete certainty. Who, 
except those who have endured identical circumstances, can say they 
would not want to die if they traded places with the ill person? And who, 
except those who have endured identical circumstances, can say they 
would not feel the impulse to alleviate such pain from a loved one? 

Yet legalization of assisted suicide moves society toward affirmation 
of euthanasia. While death may be preferable to many circumstances of 
living, euthanasia ultimately asks: Who is to decide? 

I The strictest answer insists only God can decide. However, science 
and medicine have stretched the limits of this dilemma. Technology now 
creates and sustains biological functions within host organisms, but seri-

ous observers ask: Is this a living human being? Does God's will keep 
alive a battered woman who has not produced brain waves in seven years 
and breathes and eats through tubes? Or is this a scientific illusion? Med­
ical science has stretched beyond the grasp of moral/ethical wisdom. 

I A broader answer suggests the afflicted person has the right to de­
cide. Reality often confirms this answer. Most of the time, loved ones 
cannot prevent the suicide of someone intent on death. In other cases­
such as the Kevorkian/Hyde suicide- the issue is complicated. Does a 
person too weak or otherwise unable to commit suicide have a right to 
request help? Such suicides beg the question of ethical complicity. Is par­
ticipation in the suicide of another person ever justified, even when the 
person begs to die? Where is the line between murder and charity? 

I That leads to the broadest answer, which would say another person 
has a right to decide when someone's life no longer is worth living. The 
potential for abusing this power is enormous. And such a decision would 
violate both the clear intent of the Bible's affirmation oflife and the Con­
stitution's guarantee of the right to life. 

Novelist Charles Sheldon posed a powerful question for solving moral 
dilemmas: What would Jesus do? His question staggers the imagination. 
I can see Jesus working to develop pain-management programs. I can 
think of Jesus helping with hospice programs. But for the life of me, I 
cannot imagine Jesus opening a bottle of carbon monoxide gas. 

Marv Knox 

Do you think Jesus 
would help a 
terminally ill 
person commit 
suicide? 

'Marketplace missions' presents gospel in everyday world 
Does the complaint "people just 

don't seem interested in coming to 
church anymore" sound familiar? Do 
friends and co-workers refuse invita­
tions to attend church? 

Are you frustrated by the lack of 
- response to your church's outreach 
efforts? Is your congregation strug­
gling to discover and develop new 
leaders? 

in Jesus Christ. 
Missions in the marketplace 

means touching people with the reali­
ty of God's good news where people 
carry out the "commerce" of their dai-
1 y lives- where they work, shop, 
teach, learn, play, relax and live. 

This approach to evangelism can 
help unbelievers who are around 

Do you want to 
be involved in mis­
sions, but you just 

GUEST EDITORIAL 
Christians each day 
see the reality of the 
gospel. Many peo­
ple are unaware of 

don't have the time to go off to some 
mission field? 

The answer to these and similar 
concerns is all around you. 

Just take a fresh look at communi­
ties, especially at those places where 
church members spend time away 
from church. While only a few hours 
of the week find them at "church," 
most of their time is spent at work, 
school, home, stores, civic clubs or 
sporting events and other recreation. 

These settings all provide Chris­
tians the opportunity to live out their 
faith in the "real world" where people 
need to experience God's good news 

God's purpose for their lives because. 
they live, work, shop or play in set­
tings where the good news of Jesus is 
not being "fleshed out" by the Chris­
tians around them. 

All too often, the gospel story is 
kept within the walls of the church 
buildings or the confines of a closely 
knit group of believers and not lived 
out daily in the world. 

The vast world outside the church 
simply does not get to see and experi­
ence God's love in those ways that 
would have the most meaning and 
that could best be understood. 

When Christians are equipped and 

encouraged to take their faith out into 
those marketplaces, their lives are 
changed and the life of their church is 
renewed and empowered. 

As believers learn to share their 
faith in natural, personal and creative 
ways throughout the normal course of 
their daily lives, they become the wit­
nesses God calls them to be. 

And some Christians who experi­
ence the thrill of ministering in their 
own marketplace settings soon feel 
led to accept other leadership respon­
sibilities within the church. 

This approach to outreach and 
ministry offers several important 
strengths: 
• I It follows the Great Commission 

model- make disciples as you go, 
wherever you go. 

I It touches people out in the "real" 
world. 

I It reaches those who need to hear 
the gospel in terms they can under­
stand and who might never come to 
any event inside a church building. 

I It's natural. It works through es­
tablished relationships and settings. 

I It challenges church members to 

discover and develop the gifts, talents "Missions iri the 
and abil_ities entru~ted to them by marketplace means 
God-gifts they might never have . 
been called on to use in more tradi- touchmg people 

• tional church programs and minis- with the reality of 
tries. . . . . - . '. J ,,. "God's· goOd"news 

Individual Chnstians or miss10n . 
action groups can lead lunchtime Bi- where people carry 
ble studies at work, help friends and . out the 'commerce' 
co-workers deal with the crises and of their lives-
stresses of everyday life, offer chi!- h th k 
dren's activities and care during spe- W ere ey WOr , 
cial events, or lead creative worship shop, teach, learn, 
or family programs in special settings. play relax and 

This "fleshing out" of the good live ~' 
news of Jesus Christ through tangible • • 
expressions of Christian concern val-
idates Christians' verbal witness to 
the message of God's redeeming 
love. 

As churches challenge their mem­
bers to respond to the many opportu­
nities for outreach in each area of life, 
they will learn the church can be rele­
vant in today's marketplaces. 

Sam Schlegel, director 
Resort missions/special ministries 

Hawaii Baptist Convention 
Honolulu 
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that none of us slept mu.th the test of the,> . ''.:tvtllryl" he hoh.,r --'-.J..J ... .. . >• . • •• ·•·•. Meanwhil~; .; .'.!lie tw.9 minutes ea,rli1/r. • .. ..... :. , . . .. ·. .. .. ..•. • 
night. But he must've been more stared of Iered. ; ?Molly's • • / non-violent>part of • '\ f,.s J crawled back into my bunk;' I told •• 
us than we were of him, because we asleep ov~r :hyre·in . • my brainprayedfer- Lindsay no, she couldn't sleep "up top" 
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Raccoons arelike .that . · ..... )/ ·,_.: }< Ji~d a rac:.coo? is_ ii;i~ c;rQ ····• \.N .\""\· •. •.• (V}'E?, .. wouldjq~t go away, • mains .oft~e Qreos .in hi,s suitcase .. "At leas~ 
Our perpetrator stealthily snea,.ked mto side the eabm, Just <: ••· J , . • < , • .... ·. • < < God IllUSt hear the we won1t starve," I thought as I tried to get 

Cabin 36 of the Mingo Villageof Camp around the corner fr<jin ht:!r bed!''. I think he. unspoken prayers of sleepy warriors, be. back to • • • •• • 
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NATION 
Congress votes to restrict abortion clinic ·protests· 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-The 
U.S. Senate approved May 12 a bill 
that would m'ake it a federal crime to 
block access to abortion clinics, dam­
age property and physically intimi­
date patients and clinic workers. 

The vote in the Senate was 69 to 
30 in favor of the bill. 

The U.S. House of Representa­
tives previously approved the mea­
sure, and President Clinton is expect­
ed to sign it. 

Bill supporters say the measure is 
needed to combat a growing epidem­
ic of "vigilantism" employed by some 
anti-abortion groups. 

Opponents counter that the mea­
sure violates their right to free speech, 
effectively chilling their peaceful 
abortion protests. 

The measure would impose up to 
six months' imprisonment and a . 
$10,000 fine for first-time, non-vio­
lent offenders (those who block ac­
cess without damage to property or 
people). 

Violent offenders would receive 
stiffer penalties-a maximum of 
$100,000 in fines and one year in pris­
on. Bodily injury and/or death would 
carry the stiffest penalties. 

The bill also would establish the 
right to bring civil suits to stop such 
activities, as well as to collect damag­
es. 

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
sljid :!;hat in. tge last 15, ;yeru:s more,,than· 
11000 v,iolent , acts -&gainst- abortion 

NATIONAL NOTES 

providers, more than 100 cases of ar­
son and bombings and hundreds of 
blockades, invasions and vandalism 
against clinics have been document­
ed. 

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, R-Kan., 
also supported the bill, saying, "The 
freedom of speech guaranteed by the 
Constitution does not include bomb­
ings, vandalism, assault, arson, de­
struction of property and physically 
preventing people from entering med­
ical clinics. Unfortunately, it took the 
murder of Dr. David Gunn in Pensa­
cola, Fla., for many people to recog­
nize the danger in the escalating pat­
tern of violence that has been directed 
against abortion providers in, this 
country." 

But Sen. Robert Smith, R-N.H., 
strongly opposed the bill. The penal­
ties for non-violent protesters are far 
too harsh, he said. 

"This senator recognizes, of 
course, that acts of civil disobedience 
are, by definition, sometimes unlaw­
ful," Smith said. "But I firmly believe 
that acts of politically motivated, 
peaceful civil disobedience should 
only be punished in generally the 
same manner as would the same un­
derlying unlawful conduct when it is 
engaged in by anybody else." 

The bill also contains a provision, 
offered by Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
that would make it a crime to block 

._access to churches and synagogues or 
to vandalize those facilities. 

and the chu'rch should work together to solve• 
urban ills. • • • 

Critics of the bill have said they 
fear it singles out one type of protest 
activity for discriminatory treatment. 
They also have expressed concern 
that the bill will result in suppression 
of legal activities such as sidewalk 
counseling and picketing. 

"This is a major victory for pro­
abortion forces and a crushing defeat 

for pro-life dissent in America," said 
James Smith, director of government 
relations for the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission. "The 
ramifications of this law will be tre­
mendous and impact pro-life forces 
far beyond the 'rescue movement."' 

With additional reporting from Bap­
tist Press 
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400 religious leaders call 
for end to school-prayer war 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-More 
than 400 U.S. religious leaders, in­
cluding at least 34 Baptists, have 
called for a permanent cease fire in 

• ■ Here's the beef /Dave Thomas, founder of the 
Wendy's hamburger chain, will write a book filled 
with short stories and anecdotes communicating 
his philosophy of life: If you work hard, do the 
right things and really try, you can be anything 
you want to be within the laws of God and man. 

·•· "In Jhis·book, we'll have the opportunity to see 
howa nice guy like Dave created an international 
company and still retains his charm and personal 
Christian faith," said Publisher Scott Bolinder. 

■ Clinton -criticized. Southern Baptist 
Convention President Ed Young and 1 O other 
evangelical lead~rshave asked President Clinton 
to overturn a rec.ent U.S. State Department cable 
seeking greater support from other countries for 
liberalized abortion policies. The cable seeks 
support for the.U.S. position, which is described 
as.,access to safe, legal and voluntary abortion 
(as) a fundamental right of all women." 

; the battle over prayer in America's 
public schools. 

"These activities not only weaken 
the principle of the separation of 
church and state that has ensured reli­
gious liberty in our country for over 
200 years, they also engender conflict 
in our public schools and seriously 
erode religious freedom in America," 
their letter stated. 

■ Lott~ry defeated, Oklahomans bucked a 
national trend and defeated a campaign for a 
state-run lottery May 10. With a 60 percent 
negative vote, Oklahoma bec_ame only the second 
state to turn down a lottery in a statewide vote. 
An odd coalition fought against the lott~ry: 
Baptists, Catholics, Unitarians, horse racing 
interests, business leaders, state legislators and 
newspapers. 

■ Giving encouraged. Legislation designed to 
encouragetharit~ble giving has been introduced 
in. the U:S .. Hou$e of Representatives. The • 
Charitable 'contributions Encouragement Act 
(H.R. 4356) introduced by Rep. Michael 
Huffington, R-Calif., would removed a limitation 
on charitable gift tax deductions for high-income 
givers, as well as allow non-itemizers to deduct . 
charitable contributions. 

■ HUD to work with churches. The U.S. 
Department- of Housing and Urban Development 
will-set up an office to relate to the nation's 
churches on issues such as homelessness, fair 
housing and community rebuilding. HUD 
Secretary Henry Cisneros said in a recent 
conference at Harvard University that government 

■ Abortion doct6r suspended. Thomas Tucker; 
the primary abortion doctor in Mississippi, was 
suspended April 22 for professional misconduct. 
The Mississippi State Board of Medical Ucensure 
lifted his license for five years a:fter finding him 
'guilty on 32 of 34 charges. Most of the charges 
were filed after inspectors found controlled drugs 
unlocked in drawers· at his clinics, outdated 
drugs, and hundreds of signed, · un.dated 
p'resciption forms. The board ,heard testimony 
that Tucker's erriployees rootinely altered patient 
records to circumvent Mississippi's 24-hour 
waiting period and overestimating the ages of 
unborn children so Tucker could charge more for 
the abortions. Tucker performed up to 60 percent 
of all abortions in MississippL • 

■ Tilton guilty. Televangelist Robert Tilton 
defrauded a Florida couple by misusing ministry 
funds, a jury decided April 21. Mike and Vivian 
Elliott of Tampa, Fla., were awarded $1.5 million 
after a jury found that Tilton had used their 
$3,500 donation, and donations generated by a 
video about them, for his personal expenses 
rather than for a crisis center as promised. 
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In an open letter to school board 
presidents and superintendents on the 
threshold of spring graduation activi­
ties, representatives of mainline reli-

< gious bodies urged widespread efforts 
' "to prevent our public schools from 

becoming a battleground over reli­
gion and to promote true religious lib­
erty." 

The religious leaders oppose at­
tempts to reinstate organized prayer in 
public schools. 

"We write as religious leaders 
serving millions of Americans of faith 
to express our opposition to such ac­
tivities, and we do so on the basis of 
our faith and our belief in the sanctity 
of prayer," the letter states. 

The letter notes that communities 
and legislatures across the nation are 
adopting resolutions urging the return 
of organized prayer in public schools. 
Ten states plus the District of Colum­
bia have passed or are looking at 
school-prayer legislation. 

In Texas, more than half of the 
state's 254 counties and more than 60 
cities have approved non-binding res­
olutions calling for renewed school 
prayer. 

"While such actions may have 
been undertaken in an attempt to 
strengthen religion, they will have 
precisely the opposite effect," the re­
ligious leaders said. 

Baptist signers of the letter include 
Roger Lovett of Birmingham, Ala.; 
John Buchanan, James Dunn, Brent 
Walker, Tyrone Pitts and Stan Hastey 
of Washington, D.C. ; Paul Norcross 
of Palm Harbor, Fla.; Henry Strube of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Melvin E. 
Schoonover of Miami; John Binder 
and Charles Weber of Oakbrook Ter­
race, Ill.; Clara Thompson of Mont­
gomery, Ill. ; Dwight Jessup of Up­
land, Ind.; Sarah Frances Anders of 
Pineville, La.; Dan Ivins of Silver 
Spring, Md.; Lamar Wadsworth of 
Baltimore. 

Roger Paynter of Jackson, Miss.; 
Lee Berg of Meridian, Miss.; Paul 
Duke of St. Louis; Horace Hunt of 
Livingston, N.J.; Edward Harper of 
Newark, N.J.; Carl Flemister of Car­
mel, N.Y.; James Melvin Washington 
of New York City; W.W. Finlator of 
Raleigh, N.C.; George Reed of Cary, 
N.C.; William Angell of Winston-Sa­
lem, N.C. 

Dan Weiss and Aidsand Wright­
Riggins of Valley Forge, Pa.; Ken­
neth Burnette of Lancaster, Pa.; 
Michael Morrill of Philadelphia; 
George Mason of Dallas; Charles 
Johnson of Lubbock, Texas; Dean 
Majette of Chantilly, Va.; and Glenn 
Hinson of Richmond, Va. 
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Fall of Michael English reveals industries differenees 
By Ray Waddle & Sandy Smith 
Nashville Tennessean 

NASHVILLE (BP)- After Bruce 
Springsteen split with his wife and 
married his pregnant backup singer, 
no one remotely suggested that his 
record label drop him like damaged 
goods. 

But when a top Christian music 
performer like Michael English ad­
mi ts to his own serious character 
lapse, the reaction is radically differ­
ent. And swift: 

A week after English swept the 
coveted Dove A wards of the Gospel 
Music Association, he banishes him­
self from musical Eden. His label, 
Warner Alliance, yanks its most prof-
itable franchise. • 

(His six Dove A wards included 
artist and male vocalist of the year, 
best contemporary album and, with 
Christian music legend Bill Gaither, 
two awards in Southern Gospel.) 

Taken along in English's fall is 
Marabeth Jordan, a singer with the 
gospel-jazz group First Call. The two, 
married to others, had an affair and 
Jordan is pregnant with English's 
child, according to the Gospel Music 
Association's president, Bruce Kob­
lish. 

Neither English nor.Jordan has 
been reachable to confirm the details 
of these reports . She has been re­
placed in First Call. 

The sudden, sensational fall of 
Michael English from the contempo­
rary Christian music scene has 
numbed his fans . But it also points up 
the profound paradoxes felt every day 
in the business. 

"You have to be in the world, but 
not of the world," said Mike Smith, a 

minister at Christ Community Church 
in Franklin, Tenn., spiritual home to 
many Christian music professionals. 
"Companies stay in business by sell­
ing a product, but artists have a high­
er calling." 

Unlike anything else in the enter­
tainment world, the Bible and the bot­
tom line coexist in the Christian mu­
sic industry in a strange, uneasy com­
merce. 

But the strong sense that this tin­
seled, high-stakes busi-
ness also is a Christian 
"ministry" pushes 
professionals to ex­
pect a higher stan­
dard of public 
moral behavior 
from its high­
profile perform­
ers. 

So while 

And there's the rub for the Chris­
tian artist. 

"It's really hard to walk humbly 
with your God when people are tell­
ing you how great you are," minister 
Smith said. "They have to recognize 
daily, hourly, the grace of God." 

Christian performers who win vast 
popularity singing exalted messages 
about God find themselves in an iron­
ic fix: Their godly success surrounds 
them with the same fleshly and mate­

rial temptations 
pursued by their 
secular counter­
parts. 

Their ministers 
worry there are too 
few people in the 
industry to help art­
ists keep their mor­
al integrity. 

Nashville's mu­
sical corporate 
phone lines 
were choked 
with talk and 
speculation 
about English of 

Contemporary 
Christian music update 

"Especially if 
you're on the road 
a lot, if you want to 
sing and glorify 
God, you're cer­
tainly obligated to 
live above re­
proach," said Bob 

recent, no one questioned that his sud­
den withdrawal from the scene was 
improper. 

"Context is everything. If Michael 
English had been a secular perform­
er, his indiscretion or whatever would 
have drawn 50 words in the gossip 
column," said Dan Daley, a locally 
based writer on various facets of the 
Nashville music industry. 

Pondering the place of the Chris­
tian in the world of entertainment, 
Daley said, 'The question is, 'How do 
you keep high moral standards in one 
of the sleaziest businesses around?'" 

Augsburg, general manager of one of 
Nashville's religious radio stations. 

English's minister at Christ 
Church in Nashville, L.H. Hardwick, 
met with the singer in a lengthy coun­
seling session May 6. 

'Tm distressed and saddened," . 
Hardwick said. "But Christ Church 
preaches forgiveness- not cheap for­
giveness, but when people who have 
fallen say they're wrong, we do what 
we can to rebuild them and control the 
destruction." 

Hardwick said he would like to 
assemble the pastors of several local 

churches to talk about how better to 
bring God's "message of purity" to 
the Christian music industry. 

This is an industry where it is not 
unusual for a minister to accompany 
a Christian artist on the road. Don Fin­
to, minister at Belmont Church, has 
done just that with several Christian 
singers over the years, notably Amy 
Grant and Michael W. Smith. 

"Accountability is the key," Finto 
said. "I try to alert people to danger. 1 • Michael English 
We're a sex-saturated society. We all 
have to take precautions." 

Finto's counsel to performers in­
cludes urging them never to put them­
selves in tempting situations, even 
lunch alone with the opposite sex, and 
to have a network of friends or pas­
tors to hold them "spiritually account­
able." 

Ironically, the higher moral stan­
dards expected of Christian artists are 
accompanied by a vast fond of for­
giveness that Christians teach to each . 
other, with many fans of English 
speaking in terms of feelings of for­
giveness for him. 

"It's a bold statement to withdraw 
and say he can't in full integrity es­
pouse the things he sings about," 
Smith said. 

Will this disclosure torpedo En­
glish's career? Corporate insiders 
were practically impossible to reach 
for comment, but Daley, an observer 
.of the scene, , speci.Jlated,English,repv,.,, 

'"resents tbti much"tnoney 1to11the reJ11 

cording industry to vanish into obscu­
rity. 

"He might re-emerge as a chas­
tened, wiser Christian artist or, for all 
we know, he might come back as a 
crossover to pop. I don't think you've 
seen the end of an act that big." 

Baptist label signs -Brent Lamb for 'positive country' twist 
By Charles Willis 
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Brent Lamb 
will tell you he is an unlikely candi­
date to spread God's message through 
music. 

He cannot read music; as a left­
handed child, he learned to play right­
handed stringed instruments upside 
down; and he stutters. 

Yet Lamb has just signed a con­
tract with the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board's Genesis Records 
as a recording artist, songwriter and 
producer. 

'Tm not special, and I'm not qual­
ified," he said at his private recording 
studio in Nashville recently. "I'm 
obedient. It's just about showing up 
for work." 

Born 34 years ago in Nashville to 
working-class parents, Lamb grew up 
around a family of singers and pick­
ers who loved to sing gospel. But he 
recalled never having considered mu­
sic as a career. 

But through an advertisement 
posted on a bulletin board at a Nash­
ville grocery store, Lamb connected 
with another musician who wanted to 
sing and travel. After a year and a 
half, his musical partner filed for 
bankruptcy, and Lamb was back 
home. 

While working for his father weld-

ing door frames, Lamb said he first 
heard God tell him he wanted him to 
sing and speak for him full time. Af­
ter getting married, Lamb recorded an 
album in 1983. Since then, he has 
worked almost nonstop, never having 
to solicit engagements or recording 
opportunities. . 

His first contract came from a pro­
ducer who heard him sing in a coun­
try church. 

In the intervening years, Lamb and 
his wife, Laurie, have become parents 
of twin boys, Hunter and Hayden, 8, 
and daughter Haley, 4. The challeng­
es and events of marriage and parent­
hood have become topics for many of 
his musical works. 

His original music has been sung 
by Harvest, Truth, Rex Nelon and 
Steven Curtis Chapman. Lamb's 
'This Is America" is the title song for 
Walt Disney World's patriotic show 
at Epcot Center. 

For Genesis Records, Lamb's first 
release in July will be a collection of 
"positive country" and Christian 
songs. . 

"In the past, I didn't listen to a lot 
of country music because I didn't like 
what it said," he recalled. "All this 
new country music is called 'positive 
country' by people in the music in­
dustry . We didn't label ourselves. 
They labeled us. My first thought is, 
if you call what we are doing positive, 

then is what you are doing negative? 
"Our dog doesn't get hit by a train; 

our dog comes home," he jokes toil­
lustrate the difference between some 
forms of country and positive coun­
try. "After work, we don't go down 
to the bar and get drunk. We go home 
to be daddy and husband." 

Lamb said the shift in his musical 
direction from messages aimed at 
teen-agers to lyrics about family came 
in 1989 when he began to realize the 
weighty responsibility of parenthood. 

"God changed my heart. The boys 
were 4 years old, and I was getting 
into being Dad. I was finding out 
quickly that you have to learn to be a 
dad, and there isn't a manual that 
comes with your kids to tell you this 
is what you do. 

"My whole thought process was 
about being dad and h1.1sband, so I 
started writing about that. A lot of the 
songs came to b~ what is now called 
positive country. It's just about what I 
want to be as a husband and what I 
want to be as a daddy. And if you 
know me and you know my heart, 
you can understand that it comes from 
the Lord." 

Lamb said the message he would 
like to give other men is, "Guys, love 
your wives. Dads, Michael Jordan 
shouldn't be your kids' hero. You 
ought to be your kids' hero." 

Despite a lifelong struggle with 

j f!I 

stuttering, when Lamb stands before 
a crowd to speals: or sing, he does not 
stutter. 

"I used to pray to the Lord to heal 
me, and God always said, 'My grace 
is sufficient.' That's not what I want­
ed to hear. Knowing what I know 
now about his grace, not stuttering on 
stage is my walking in his grace in 
obedience. 

"I don't just trust him to help me 
play the right notes or to sing the right 
words. I have to trust him for every 
syllable. I no longer pray to be healed. 
It would scare me to death to know I 
was on my own. He's there, and he 
just takes over." 

ON BAPTIST LABEL Brent 
Lamb is the newest artist 
signed by Genesis Records, 
the music recording label 
of Genevox Music Group of 
the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. In his 
Nashville studio, he talks 
about the marriage and 
family lyrics that have 
come to characterize his 
"positive country" music. • 
(BP photo by Jim Vene­
man) 
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I No. 1 mission field can be found at home, dean says 
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,_ AUTHORS WANTED 11,/s scriptural ooncept of burden 
sbarlng Is tbe allernallve to 
expe,iitve insurance. 

Leading subsidy-0ook publisher seeks manuscripts of 
all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve­
nile and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. 
Send for free 32-page illustrated booklet H-101 
Vantage Press, 516 W 34 St., New York, NY 10001 

■ People helping people. 
■ Pay $300 + 20% of firsl $5,000. 
■ $1Zl per mo. average family 

burden share. 

i 
■ Assislance with maternity e.,penses. 
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BAPTISTRIES 

WATER HEATERS 
STEEPLES 

CROSSES-LIGHTS 

---

4 
Buy Directly from Manufacturer 
Box 518 Orange, TX 77630 
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EXEUJTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF 

Call All Saints 
1-800-259-0095 

ALASKA BAPTIST FAMILY SERVICES 
The Alaska Baptist Family Services Center is seeking energetic and 

motivated applicants for the position of Executive Director. 

This position requires you to provide the following: 
• Child care administration 
• Counseling services 
• Grant writing 
• Fostering associated relationships with DFYS and other state agencies 
• Public relations with 80 churches and missions in the Alaska Baptist 

Convention (affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention) 
• General fund raising 

Requirements include: 
• MSW or comparable degree 
• Minimum of five (5) years of associated experience 
• Strong administrative skills 
• Counseling experience with certifiable degree preferre~ 

In return for your experience and dedication, we will offer you a 
competitive salary, a complete fringe benefit package and an opportunity to 
provide valuable services to children, families and other individuals. 

Please forward your resume, including salary requn:ements, to: 
Alaska Baptist Family Services 
1600 O'Malley Road 
Anchorage, AK 99516 

Telephone: (907) 349-2222 • Fax: (907) 349-5335 
Application package must be received by June 1, 1994. Projected hire date 

is September 1, 1994. 
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Continued from page 1 
are those employing new ministry 
methods and strategies, Hunter said. 

Describing those churches as the 
"new apostolic congregations," he 
said they are "willing to be culturally 
flexible in order to reach people." 

'These churches are dramatizing a 
truth that mission scholars and strate­
gists have known for decades: To 
reach non-Christian populations, it is 
necessary for the church to become as 
culturally indigenous in Europe and 
North America's mission fields as it 
is in any field of mission in Asia, Af­
rica, Latin America or Oceania." 

Hunter cited three ways the new 
apostolic congregations are different 
from more traditional churches: 

I They are reaching and making 
faith possible for significant numbers 
of secular people who lack a Chris­
tian memory in America's mission 
field. 

I They tend to be "on the edge" of 
their denomination or have no de­
nominational attachment at all. 

I They make both the conservative 

and liberal Protestant establishments 
"anxious" and often are criticized, yet 
envied, for their capacity to reach un­
churched people. 

He cited as two examples of this 
new type of congregation: Willow 
Creek Community Church in Chica­
go and Saddleback Valley Communi­
ty Church in Orange County, Calif. 

'They are probably the most cop­
ied and most criticized churches in the 
United States, and that's unfortunate. 
They would suggest, 'Don't copy 
what we're doing, but replicate our 
process of interviewing enough un­
churched people (in your area), find­
ing out what their hang-ups about 
church are and then designing your 
worship and outreach with that in 
mind. 

"We're not talking about taking 
the worship service you've already 
got and throwing it out, but adding 
alternate 'seeker' services that will at~ 
tract the unchurched," Hunter said. 
Attention should be paid to the type 
of music included, he said, and termi­
nology and issues used in sermons. 

Church Buses 
New& Used 
Call Henry Headden 

at 
Metrotrans Corporation 

(800) 370-6180 
{615)371-6180 

Plan to celebrate June 26! 
What a special year this is for 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren! This ministry oflove to boys 
and girls is 125 years old and we 
have already had a joyous time cel­
ebrating the Lord's goodness and 
faithfulness. Our latest birthday cel­
ebration, for the Big Sandy area, 
was held Saturday in Pikeville and 
provided great fun. 

by other Southern Baptist childcare 
ministries across the country that 
have followed Kentucky's lead. 

This week we are shipping ma­
terials to each church which we 
hope will be a help and a blessing 
in the celebration of the 125th birth­
day. Included in the materials is a 
videotape entitled "One Child At A 

The celebration will 
continue throughout the 
year for two purposes: 
1) to allow us to say 
"thank you" to Ken­
tucky Baptists for 
prayers and support that 
have spanned genera­
tions and, 2) to help in­
crease the awareness of 
the people of Kentucky 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

of ~e great need~ ~acing Curtis C. Mooney 
children and families to-

Time" that I think will 
be of special value with 
mission and other 
groups. The tape is ap­
proximately 11 minutes 
long and shares some of 
the personal stories 
about how Kentucky 
Baptists have impacted 
the lives of children and 
families. The package 
also contains bulletin in­
serts, a script for a brief 
drama that would be 

day. 
We're hoping that each Baptist 

church in Kentucky will celebrate 
this wonderful heritage of love on 
Sunday, June 26. It was on June 30, 
1869, that the first three children 
were received into care by Ken­
tucky Baptists. This milestone is 
especially significant because Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children 
is the oldest of all of the Southern 
Baptist childcare ministries. This 
means that not only have Kentucky 
Baptists had an important impact 
upon Kentucky's children, but 
upon the many children cared for 

- ideal for a group to 
present in church, and several other 
pieces of helpful material. 

I'm looking forward to being a 
part of celebrating on June 26. I 
think it will be a special and mean­
ingful time as churches all across 
this commonwealth use their wor­
ship hours to praise God for His 
faithfulness and leadership in this 
ministry of love! 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. 



PEOPLE 
Kentuckian among missionaries 
appointed by Fellowship May 6 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (ABP)-A 
couple with Kentucky ties was among 
10 people commissioned as mission­
aries by the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship May 6. 

Donald and Carolyn Berry will 
serve in Ruschlikon, Switzerland, 
where he will direct the Institute for 
Missions and Evangelism. 

He is a native of Guston in Meade 
County and previously served as pas­
tor of Salem Baptist Church in Camp­
bellsville. He also has been interim 
pastor of Salem Baptist Church in 
Brandenburg. 

Berry is a graduate of the Univer­
sity of Kentucky and Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. Currently, 
he is professor of religion and philos­
ophy at Palm Beach Atlantic College 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. Mrs. Berry 
also is a graduate of Southern Semi­
nary. They have two children, 
Katherine, 10, and Rebekah,6. 

Berry has two sisters who live in 
Meade County, Carol Rudd and Pat­
sy Thompson. His parents are Jim and 
Margaret Berry, also of Meade Coun­
ty. His home church is New Highland 
Baptist Church near Brandenburg. 

All the missionaries appointed 
May 6, who will be working in a 

range of capacities from agriculture to 
theological education, have previous 
missions experience. Others are Rich­
ard and Ellen Burnette, Athens, Ala.; 
Arville and Shelia Earl, Prairie Vil­
lage, Kan.; Preston and Nell Green, 
Van, Texas; and Jerry and Lorraine 
McAtee, Henderson, N.C. 

The new missionaries were chal­
lenged by two speakers to take the 
gospel to the hopeless and downtrod­
den. Keith Parks, Fellowship global 
missions coordinator, reminded them 
of people who never have heard 
Jesus' name. Parks encouraged the 
crowd "to take God's perspective of 
this world." 

Mike Massar, pastor of First Bap- -
tist Church, Clemson, S.C., said to­
day's church needs to start talking 
about hell again because people are 
living in it. 

Retelling the story of Jonah, Mas­
sar said, "I want to take you to . hell 
and back, The story of Jonah is a trag­
ic story, because Jonah goes (to hell) 
and he never returns. 

"Our lives will become tragedies 
if we don't go to hell for heaven's 
sake," Massar said. "We need to go' 
into hell holes. We have to reach peo­
ple there." 
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Celebrating 80 Years 
of Mission and Ministry 

PARR'S REST, INC. 
Louisville, Kentucky 

A Personal Care Home for Elderly Ladies · 
Offering: 
'i Private Rooms 
'i Pleasant Living Environment 
'i A Caring Staff 24 Hours a Day 
'i Nutritious Meals and Snacks 
'i Spiritual Enrichment 
'i Creative Activities 

Eligibility Requirements of Applicants 
'i A female resident of Kentucky 
'i 55 years of age or older 
'i Ambulatory 
'i . Non-smoker, no alcoholic 

beverages 
'i Able to meet state guidelines for 

Personal Care 

Life at Parr's Rest is enriched by such amenities as large living rooms, sunny 
porches, landscaped grounds and a stunning courtyard, a cheerful dining 
room-all in a tum-of-the-century mansion located in a park-like setting: 

Policy Statement 
Parr's Rest, Inc. is a Baptist­
Managed, non-profit, non-sectarian, . 
private home for elderly ladies. 
Admission is without regard to race, 
creed, color or national origin. · Parr's 
Rest is not a nursing home and does 
not accept applicants who require 
skilled or intermediate nursing care. 

Parr's Rest, Inc. admits elderly 
ladies on Kentucky State Assistance 
or Private Pay. 

For Further Information call or 
write: 

- Admissions 
Parr's Rest, Inc. 
969 Cherokee Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40204 
Phone (502) 451-5440 
Fax (502) 459-5455 
Charles L. "Larry" Smith, 
Administrator 
Barbara Schmitt, Director of Nursing 
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Kentuckians evacuate Yemen 
Continued from page 1 
city. Other Soviet-built Scuds had 
been fired by the south but had failed 
to explode. 

This Scud, however, landed at 
about 1 a.m. and destroyed several 
mud-and-brick homes. The area of 
destruction was about a mile away 
from the homes of Southern Baptist 

workers Stephen and Kandi Edwards 
and Drew and Martha Whitson. 

Apparent calm in the hospital re­
gion has been marred by the sound of 
gunfire throughout the night since 
May 9. 

Written by News Director Mark Wing­
field with reporting by Marty Croll of the 
FMB 

-~ AttenUon Baptist Nurses: L_~ Mark July 30 on your calendar! 

The 1994 Summer Luncheon of the Kentucky chapter of Baptist Nursing 
Fellowship will be hosted by nurses in the Somerset area. Exciting plans 
for this meeting may include the opportunity for you to receive CEUs. 
Just think how nice it 'would be to share a summer lunch with compatible 
Christian friends in an enjoyable setting, expand your missions awareness, 
AND receive continuing education credit! a • ~ 

3~'-"I 

Reservation information will be mailed directly to all nurses on our 
Kentucky Baptist Nurses mailing list by mid-June. PLEASE SEND 
NAMES AND ADDRESSES of Baptist nurses. we may not have to: Baptist 
Nurses, Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union, P.O. Box 43433, 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 (502)244-6485. 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

For the first time in 
several years, gifts to the 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Cooperative 
Program are on track to 

place income ahead of 
budget at year-end, if 

current trends continue. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BOWLING GREEN- Warren 
Association will hold a reception hon- . 
oring the retirement of Frank and 
Joyce Dorris at 6:45 p.m. May 24 at 
Clear Fork Church. 

ville Church, Livermore Church and 
Audubon Church of Henderson. He 
served on the. advisory board that 
bought the property and developed 
Jonathan Creek Assembly. At the 
time of his death, Flynn was a mem­
ber of First Church in Nashville. He 
is survived by his wife, Evelyn; two 
daughters, Jayne Rone of Kansas 

An analysis of giving 
trends by association 

projects receipts of 
$17.57 million by Aug. 

31-a 1.3 percent 
advance over the budget 
goal of $17.34 million­
if giving continues at the 

■ BREMEN- Mount Pisgah Church 
will celebrate its 125th anniversary 
May 15. Lunch will follow the morn­
ing services. Henry Johns, former 
pastor of the church, will be the 
speaker in die special afternoon ser­
vice. 

• City, Kan. and Mary Beauregard of 
Nashville; a son, Riley Flynn of San 
Antonio, Texas; eight grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

current pace. 
Source: KBC business 

division 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Camp­
bellsville College's church relations 
council has inducted five new mem­
bers: Forrest Kelly of Greensburg; 
James F. Smith of Banner; James L. 
Smith of Buffalo; David Walters of 
Goshen, Ohio; and Terry Sills of 
Hardin. 

■ NEW CASTLE- Henry County 
Association held a world missions 
conference May 14-15, including a 
children's mission fair, banquet and 
missionary presentation in area 
churches. Host churches included 
Lockport Church, Eminence Church, 
Campbellsburg Church, Franklinton 
Church, Port Royal Church, New 
Castle Church, Pleasureville Church, 
Smithfield Church and Sulphur 

■ LOUISVILLE- Buechel Park 
Church called Chip Jenkins as min­
ister to youth. He previously served 
in the same capacity at Lyndon 
Church. Church,_ _ 

Maurice Hinson, professor of 
church music at Southern Seminary, 
has won the 1994. Achievement 
Award from the Music Teachers Na- · 
tional Association. 

■ VERONA- Rob Turner has been 
called as minister of youth at New 
Bethel Church. He currently is Bap­
tist Student Union president at North­
ern Kentucky University. 

■ NASHVILLE, Tenn. - John 
Flynn, 89, died May 3. From 1954-
69, Flynn served as superintendent of 
missions for West Union Association. 
l{e talso was•,pastor of.·several 0West 
Kentucky churches, including Eddy-

■ CORRECTION: The May 10 is­
sue incorrectly listed the name of 
Grover Waller's wife. Her name is 
Martha, nor Jun~; The W allers are re­
tiring from music ministry positions 
at First Church of Owensboro. 

Eventful week for Oneida 
Of special interest to Oneida was the meeting 

of the Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive 
Board at Cedarmore on Monday and Tuesday. 

The board heard a review of the events sur­
rounding the homegoing of Barkley Moore. It 
also heard a report from the two meetings of the 
Oneida Board of Trustees. Words of appreciation 
came from many members. 

The administrator expressed appreciation for 
the many letters of encouragement, special me­
morial gifts and the assurances of prayer interest. 
The Agencies and Institutions Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee and the Execu­
tive Board gave unanimous approval 
to an annual offering for Oneida on 
Father's Day honoring Barkley 
Moore. The final action will come 
from the convention in November. 

The popular musical "Cinderella" 
was presented on campus by the dra­
ma group on '.Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights. Each presentation 
was attended by full-house audiences, 
all expressing high praise for the beaus 
tiful costumes and sets, the superb act­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

ing of the drama group and the excel- A.B. Colvin 
le-nt work of the director and assistants. 
It was acclaimed by many as "the best ever." 

A reception on Saturday evening honored 
Amir Tabatabai and his family . Barkley Moore 
had known the family since his days in Iran. A 
close personal friendship has grown though the 
years. 

Amir, a graduate of Oneida, has completed his 
doctor of medicine degree at the University of 
Louisville. He will be going to the Washington 
University medical center in St. Louis for his res­
idency. Many friends from school days at Oneida 
congratulated him and expressed keen interest in 
his eontinuing preparation for the ministry of 
healing. He spoke to the audience at the closing 
night presentation of "Cinderella." 

The week was climaxed by graduation activi­
ties on Sunday. Sixty-seven of our finest young 
people received their diplomas. Thirty-seven re­
ceived standard diplomas while 30 were given ad­
vanced diplomas. All of them had successfully 
completed their programs of study at one of the 
nation's most comprehensive high school pro- . 
grams. 

In the Oneida Church building baccalaureate 
activities were conducted in the morning worship 
hour. Larry A. Gritton, teacher, coach and princi­
pal at Oneida 1973-1993, brought the challenge 
to the graduates. 

In the chapel Sunday afternoon, the 
graduation was attended by families 
and friends from across the state, the 
nation and the world. Four fathers of 
as many graduates led in special 
prayers in the two programs. 

In addition to special recognitions 
made on Awards Day, special accom­
plishments were the basis of awards to 
students from each class. Years of ser­
vice, in multiples of five years, called 
for special awards to faculty and staff. 

Kevin Thurman delivered the salu­
tat_ory address, while the valedictory 

address was delivered by Sarah Perrine. 
The choir and several students gave their tal­

ents to the completion of a beautiful program. Our 
interests and prayers will follow these excellent 
young people as they continue their preparation 
for life or accept responsibilities in work assign­
ments. 

In the midst of the busiest week of the entire 
academic year, we were making plans and work­
ing at programs for summer school, which begins 
on June 5, and our homecoming activities for July 
2. What a week! And what a blessing to be a part 
of it! 

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
AVAILABLE: Full-time pre­

school ministry director position. 
Contact Bro. Rodney Burnette, Ninth 
& 0 Baptist Church, (502) 636-5576. _ 

WANTED: Song book, "Great 
Gospel Songs & Hymns." Call (502) 
538-3910, leaye a message. 

FOR SALE: Bound 344-page 
book (history) "Campbellsville Bap­
tist Church 1791 -1991" by Dr. J. 
Chester Badgett. 30 pages of photo­
graphs, pastor biographies, lay lead­
ership, ordinations, activities, mem­
bership lists for 1828, 1910, 1991. 
Send $31.50 to CBC, Box 279, 
Campbellsville, KY 42719, or call 
(502) 789-2092. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min­
ister of Grant's Lick Baptist Church, 
Campbell County, Kentucky. Send 
resume to Search Committee, Robert 
Miller, chairman, 6098 Hissem Ave., 
Alexandria, KY 41001. Phone (606) 
635-7420. 

FOR SALE: 1980 Ward/GMC 
17-passenger bus. Just 35,000 miles 
and $6,000. Good condition. Call 
(502) 896-0302. 

SEEKING: Cloverport Baptist 
Church is seeking a part-time minis­
ter of youth and music (25-30 hrs/ 
wk). Apartment and utilities provid­
ed. Send resume to Cloverport Bap­
tist Church, Cloverport, KY 40111. 
Phone (502) 788-6650. 

WANTED: Part-time minister of 
music. Westport Baptist Church in 
Oldham County. Send resume to 
Westport Baptist Church, 6415 
Washington St., Westport, KY 
40077. (502) 222-0745. 

FOR SALE: Solid oak pews in 
excellent condition. 20 pews 10'; 4 
pews 9'; Lord's supper table and pul­
pit. Call Bill Cook, (502) 526-3639. 

FOR SALE: P Nsound system, 6-
channel, 6300 Sound Tech, 125 watts 
per channel, 2 JBL cabinets, 4 mikes, 
alkords included. $1,200. (502) 538° 
8321. 

NEEDED: Used, upright pianos, 
any condition. Pastors/student learn­
ing to tune and repair pianos. Jerry 
Shacklett, (502) 828-2240. 

SEEKING: Frontier Baptist 
Church, Michigan, is seeking a retired 
or bivocational pastor. Send resume 
to: P.O. Box 821, Hilldale, MI 49242. 

VACATION: Sanibel Island, 
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va­
cation rental. Pool , tennis courts, 
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud­
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, I-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

With the help of our friends 
For 68 years C)P ~, Creek Bap­

tist Bible College has trained God­
called servants sent to · us by 
churches._ This vital ministry con­
tinues because friends believe in us 
and provide essential financial sup­
port. 

In 1992 Raymond Lawrence re­
tired from Southwest Baptist Uni­
versity, Mo., and joined our efforts 
to secure new friends. As a former 
pastor in Corbin, Mt. Vernon, Crit­
tenden and Shelbyville, and as 

leges have only a dozen or so min­
isterial students, Clear Creek is 
training 145 men and women for 
effective work in the ministry. 

"Clear Creek is neither funda­
mentalist nor liberal in its theologi­
cal stand, but takes the old Baptist 
tradition of the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures. Through thick and thin, 
through ups and downs, Clear 
Creek turns neither to the left nor 
the right. She deserves your sup-
port. • 

president of Mid-Conti­
nent, Lawrence knows 
Kentucky. His success-

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

"Clear Creek is now 
fully accredited by the 
American Association 

of Bible Colleges ful contacts 
brought major 
funding for the new 
Hemlock Heights 
student village and 
the Child Develop­
ment Center. Ray­
mond recently 
wrote to 50 of his 
friends. Some of 
them encouraged 
me to share his let­
ter with you. 

"During the 
winter of 15 major 
storms closing 
schools and effec­
tively ending all 
commerce, your 
school at Clear Creek remains. 

"During theological conflicts in 
our convention, with churches 
seeking new alignment and profes­
sors moving from school to school, 
your school at Clear Creek remains. 

"While some of our large col-

and is working hard 
to have the same 
recognition from 
Southern Associa­
tion. The graduates 
of Clear Creek are 
fuliy accepted in 
our seminaries. 

"Clear Creek 
. deserves your 

prayers and your fi­
nancial support." 

Many of you 
visited with Ray­
mond and Eula 
Lawrence at the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention annual 

meeting in Elizabethtown. He con­
tinues to recover from a stroke. 
Clear Creek thanks our Lord the 
Lawrences are among our friends. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977_ 
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He took her name, and that wasn't the oddest part 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday School Board 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (BP)­
The strangest part about the May 1 
wedding of Ruddy Taylor and 
Devron "Ronnie" Watson is not that 
he took her last name. 

That's just one eccentricity of this 
touching love story that has a ring of 
Tinsel Town. 

The couple was married at the con­
clusion of the April 29-May 1 Spring 
Festival of Marriage in Anchorage 
just after 225 other couples had re­
newed their vows in a closing candle­
light service. It was the first wedding 
conducted in the 15-year history of 
Festivals of Marriage sponsored by 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 

Ruddy Taylor, wearing a wedding 
gown for the first time, walked the 
aisle in a Hilton Hotel meeting room 
and took Ronnie as her husband- for 
the second time. 

"In our first marriage, we took my 
last name, and it didn't work," said 
Watson, who had completed a jail 
sentence for assault just three days 
before the wedding. "We are starting 
all over with a totally new format. We 
are building from the ground up." 

The new wedding bands the cou­
ple exchanged have a cross on them. 
They will wear those on their right 
hand~ an_d the original bands on their 
left hands, Taylor said. • 

"We believe that the two bands 
will provide an opportunity to witness 
to others as they ask questions about 
them," she said. "We desire to share 
our testimony of restoration as well as 
the fact that God is truly the head of 
our lives.'--' 

The Taylors had been married sev­
en years before an Alaskan judge in 
1991 granted them a dissolution-a 
kinder term for divorce between 
spouses who have no children or 
property to divide. 

Taylor and Watson name two very 
different reasons for the split up. 

He says he was losing mental and 
emotional ground as problems of 
abuse in his childhood surfaced. She 
says it was because he found another 
woman shortly after the separation. 

Watson said he is unsure what trig­
gered the painful memory of his abu­
sive past. But in 1990, he went home 
to Texas to talk about it with his par­
ents. His mother was unwilling to talk 
to him, evading his questions. She 
also kept him from his father. 

Watson said the grief that followed 
that "betrayal" sent him into a tailspin. 
That's when he left Taylor, moved to 
another apartment and eventually be­
gan dating another woman. 

Three or four months into the rela­
tionship, Watson said he wanted out, 
but his new girlfriend did not want to 
let him go. Finally, after 10 months, 
he left her. She retaliated by calling 
the police and accusing him of sexu­
ally assaulting and beating her. 

Watson maintains his innocence. 
The evidence against him was flimsy 
at best, he claimed. But he received a 
charge of third-degree assault and a 
sentence of three years. The sexual 
assault charges were dropped, and he 
served 14 months in an Anchorage­
area jail. 

There, Watson said, is where he 
found new life. 

"So many good things happened 
to me in jail that I had mixed emo­
tions about leaving," he said. "My 

Father utilized that time by putting me 
aside and working on me. • 

"When I was put in jail, I truly did 
not view myself as being arrested, but 
instead I viewed myself as being res­
cued." 

At 30: -Taylor, who ·has been a 
Christian since 1982, calls herself a 
religious woman. In their frrst mar­
riage, she wanted from W~tson some­
one equally devoted to God. But she 
said she noticed they wererr't "grow­
ing together spiritually" and_ they 
were not communicating. 
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"Ronnie was inconsistent in his 
church attendance, and our commu­
nication was breaking down," she 
said. Within his first few days in jail, 
Watson's cellmate ledhirn backto the but he said it was too expensive," she 
Bible and to God. said. "Then in January of this year, I 

It wasn't long before Watson was saw an advertisement in the Anchor­
leading other inmates to God. "Dur- age newspaper that a Spring Festival 
ingjail, I ministered to a lot of people. was going to be here. 
My Father had initiated within me a "When I saw that it was going to 
Bible study program and 65 people start three days after Ronnie would be 
came.'' Fifty-six of those remained released, I knew it was God.'' 
faithful to the program, he said. When they asked local Spring Fes-

Taylor visited Watson for the first tival task force members if a licensed 
time in June 1992, five months into minister would be available to marry 
his incarceration, to tell him she was them there, the original answer was 
going to Haiti to perform summer no.ButHerbCotton,oneofthework­
rnissionary work. shop leaders and a member of the task 

"When he agreed to pray with me, force, agreed to secure from state of­
that's wlien I knew -our spirits had ficials the one-day license he needed 
met," said Taylor, who remained in to marry the couple. 
contact with Watson after that. Even- Both Watson and Taylor agree 
tually, they agreed to remarry. God was working in their lives to 

Taylor had attehded·a hbme·rtusc. m bringi hfahtogether again•as·a,de-vout~ 
sions conference at Glorieta (N.M.) Christian couple. 
Baptist Conference Center in the Watson said he was thankful Tay­
summer of 1993 and found a bro- lor never "gave up on me nor on her 
chure offering a Spring Festival of beliefthatJesus had a plan for her and 
Marriage at the conference center in me. From this experience I will share 
April 1994. ' with other couples to commu_nicate. 

"I asked Ronnie if he wanted to go, Never stop communicating.'' 

SECOND CHANCE Newly~ ·, 
weds Ruddy and Ronnie 
Taylor (right) speak with 
Herb Cotton after their 
wedding ceremony at the 
conclusion of a Spring Fes­
tival of Marriage in Anchor­
age, Alaska. The unusual 
event was requested after 
the previously married cou­
ple agreed to reconciliation. 
(BP photo by Terri Lackey) 

Couple spreads help to teens throug11·· tape ministry 
r · • ! : .. "-'·, . 

By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

PERRY, Maine (BP)-ln this 
sleepy little New England town half­
way between the equator and the 
North Pole, it's not uncommon to find 
Roger and Marge Asselin inside their 
small business trailer, using a high­
speed duplicating machine to make 
hundreds of copies of audiocassette 
tapes. 

They pack them in envelopes and 
mail them to people across the coun­
try-to a mother in Utah whose 
daughter is experimenting with drugs 
or a parent in California concerned 
about problems in local schools. 

The tapes are copies of "The 24-
Hour Counselor" audiocassettes pro­
duced by the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. Counseling re­
sources for youth and their parents, 
they feature information, advice and 
support from leading Christian coun­
selors on a number of contemporary 
issues such as self-esteem, alcohol 
abuse, suicide, loneliness, teen-age 

• pregnancy, depression and sexual 
abuse. Churches and individuals are 
free to duplicate the tapes for use in 
their own congregation and commu­
nity after buying a set of master cop­
ies from the board. • 

"These tapes are a wonderful min­
istry tool; they really work. Kids out 

there are hungry for help and the tapes 
are a good way to help meet their 
needs," said Asselin, a bivocational 
minister and founding member of the 
Bible and Prayer Educational Associ­
ation, a nondenominational evangeli­
cal ministry based in Washington 
County, Maine. 

The Asselins' interest in "The 24-
Hour Counselor" was piqued last year 
when Roger read an article in The 
New England Baptist newspaper 
about a youth minister in Mississippi 
who had placed a display board of the 
counseling tapes in a local restaurant. 
Within a short time, the Asselins had 
a similar board in place at Happy 
Landings, a family owned seaside res­
taurant in nearby Eastport. 

"It's a good way to give help be­
cause it's confidential. The kids can 
come in, take a tape and leave with­
out being noticed if they want to. 

"But I have to be honest," Asselin 
said. "I really never figured we'd have 
the results we've had. But once we 
put up the board, we couldn't keep up 
with the demand (for tapes).'' 

Though the amount of cassettes 
taken each week varies, Asselin said 
more than 2,300 have been distribut­
ed since the board was placed in the 
restaurant in May 1993. The town has 
a population of 1,965. 

"At first I thought a lot of the kids 
were just taking the tapes and then re-

cording over them," restaurant owner 
Marion Brown said. "But then it got a 
lot more serious. The kids started ask­
ing us if it cost anything to take one 
and they kept corning back ... , I'm re­
ally happy we decided to do this be­
cause I feel like they are doing some 
good." 

The tape ministry caught the atten­
tion of an Associated Press reporter 
who was in Eastport earlier this year 
to work on a story related to the local 
fishing industry. His story about the 
counseling tapes appeared in newspa­
pers across the United States. 

The article quoted an expert in 
psychology of religion from the Uni­
versity of Denver who agreed the 
tapes could be a good counseling tool. 

"It's very possible they've gotten 
onto something that has considerable 
meaning" to listeners, professor Ber­
nard Spilka was quoted ·as saying. "It 
certainly sounds creative and differ­
ent from anything I'm familiar with.'' 

The article also quoted Marye 
Moreshead of Baring, Maine, who 
said she found two of The 24-Hour 
Counselor tapes "extremely helpful'' 
in improving communications with 
her teen-age son. 

"They helped me see that at differ­
ent times my son was trying to tell me 
something without coming out and 
telling me," she said. 

As a result of the AP article, the 
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Asselins received requests for addi­
tional information about "The 24-
Hour Counselor" tapes from 39 states, 
from Porterville, Calif., to Stuart, Fla. 

The restaurant owner even got a 
call from Honolulu. 

The Asselins are responding, at 
their own expense, by sending sam­
ple tapes and information on how to 
order master copies from the Sunday 
School Board and begin a display 
board ministry. 

Based on letters received from the 
public, they've learned The 24-Hour 
Counselor tapes are being used in 
public libraries, campgrounds, day 
care and community health centers, 
local schools, grocery stores, shop­
ping malls and restaurants. 

CAN WE TALK? Roger As­
selin (right) talks with Mari­
on Brown, owner of the 
restaurant where he and his 
wife display a set of teen­
oriented counseling tapes 
free for the taking. (BP 
photo by Jim Veneman) 
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Coming Soon to a 
Church Near You! 
State Missions Week of Prayer Materials 

In July, every Kentucky Baptist Convention church will receive a sample packet of state missions 
materials from Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union. It will include a poster, bulletin insert, Eliza 
Broadus envelope and copies of all age-level programs. There will be study material for adults, 
youth, children and preschoolers. A card for ordering extras of all materials also will be included. 
If there is WMU in a church, the packet will be sent to the WMU director; if there is not WMU, the 
packet will be sent to the pastor or church. 

State missions work across Kentucky depends strongly ·on the Eliza Broadus Offering. This year 
the goal is $775,000. Only 1199 churches contributed to this offering last year-1093 did not. Just 
think what would happen if all KBC churches gave to the offering. Over a million dollars could be 
given far mission work in Kentucky! The study materials support the offering because they in­
form p~ople about needs in Kentucky. 

As we know, we feel 
As we fee~ we do. 

Through study, Kentucky · Baptists will learn 
about needs; as they learn, they will begin to feel 
the pain of others; as they feel the pain, they will 
begin to do something to alleviate the pain. Pray; 
give and get involved personally in ministry. 
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DARE TO BEA 
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1994 ELIZA BROADUS OFFERING GOAL: rns,ooo 
OUR CHURCH GOAL: 
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