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Still unsettled

Russell Dilday, fired last
March as president of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
has not yet resolved
differences with trustee
leaders over his
severance package.
See page 2.

Missionary sponsors
Churches, Sunday
school classes and other
groups have an
opportunity to directly
sponsor a missionary in
Russia at a bargain price,
according to Benton
Williams of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

See page 3.

Family Forum

How should marriage
partners prevent and
respond to violence?
See page 4.

Editorial
The rank-and-file

members of the:

Cooperative Baptist

Fellowship do not appear

ready to leave the
Southern Baptist
Convention. See page 5.

Judicial review

Baptist and evangelical
leaders are examining
the judicial record of
Supreme Court nominee
Stephen Breyer for clues
to his views of church-
state separation and
abortion. See page 6.

Copyright law
Churches face the threat
of legal action if caught
violating copyright laws
through photocopying
materials without
permission. See page 7.
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Parents find faith amid son’s drug abuse

By Dianne Shaw Casolaro
Freelance Writer

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—
Royce and Sandra Watkins know that
successful careers, a nice home and
positions of church leadership don’t
exclude Christians from struggles.

The Southern Baptist couple from
Birmingham, Ala., had all these
things and more, yet they faced a si-
lent battle. They watched, prayed,
cried and wrestled as their oldest son,
Tim, struggled with drug abuse for
three years.

They could not understand why
God didn’t take Tim’s addiction
away, even after he became a Chris-
tian. Finally, Tim’s drug dependence
led to his death from an overdose in
late 1988.

The Watkinses, Louisiana resi-
dents at the time, were in Birmingham

_on business when they learned of their

son’s death. A phone call from their

pastor, Fred Lowery of First Baptist
Church in Bozier City, La., gave San-
dra the staggering news her 20-year-
old son had died.

Tim and two friends had a party in

the Dallas apart-
ment Royce had
rented in prepara-
tion for the fami-
ly’s move there.
The friends were
unable to wake
Tim after a night
of illicit drug use.
- Upon receiving
the heart-wrench-
ing phone call,
Sandra recounted:
“I was so stricken
with grlef and surprise. I _]l]St said,
‘Jesus.” I felt warmth surround me. I
knew he was really there with me all
the time.”

Almost immediately there came a
knock at the door of Sandra’s hotel

room. The maid, who was a Chnstlan
responded to her tears and offered
comfort.

“Certainly you questlon God” in
such situations, Royce said. Over a
period of three
years “you think
‘Enough al-
ready!””

Because of his
son’s weakness,
Royce also ques-
tioned himself as a
parent, wondering
if he could have
acted differently to
prevent the drug
abuse.

Royce said he
never understood the hold drugs can
have on people, even though he is
national sales manager for a pharma-
ceutical company. Drugs took away
Tim’s ambition and changed his per-
Q See Christian parents ..., page 8

READY TO WAIT Ten-agérs from Shively Bapti.ét Church in Louisville eagerly sw off the rings t ey’ié weainé aé vr'em/nders of their

Dpledge to abstain from sex outside of marriage. More than 70 Shively youth have signed abstinence pledges as part of the national “True
Love Waits” campaign. Fifty of those teens received these symbolic rings from their parents.in a recent ceremony at the church. The

commitment service capped a weeklong “True Love Waits” emphasis, which included Bible study, music and educational sessions for

both youth and parents.

Barna calls America’s spiritual state “‘Absolute Confusion’

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

GLENDALE, Calif —America’s
moral and spiritual condition could
best be described as “Absolute Con-
fusion,” according to pollster George
Barna.

That’s the title of his new book, the
third in a series of annual profiles of
American attitudes on a wide range of
issues.

There’s good news and bad news
for the church in this report.

The good news is that there is
plenty of room for the church to make
a significant impact on a deteriorating
culture, Barna writes. “Millions of

adults are desperately seeking the
keys that will unlock the secrets to
achieve significance in life and bring
them greater fulfillment. ... Compara-
tively few have arrived at what is
deemed to be a reasonable or satisfy-
ing conclusion.”

But the bad news is that the church
hasn’t fared well in influencing soci-
ety so far, he adds.

With that in mind, he offers nine
challenges to Christians, based on
findings from this year’s report and
previous reports:

B Chu liles need strong leaders.
“The need for strong, visionary lead-
ers is acute,” he notes. “To revolution-
ize a secularized culture such as ours,

we need the cream of the crop at the
helm of each church, to motivate, en-
courage and direct our ministry ener-
gies.”

In another of his books, “Today’s
Pastors,” Barna gives further explana-
tion to this challenge: “Our churches
are failing to have much influence
because we have good-hearted, well-
intentioned pastors in our churches,
who, by their own admission, do not
possess the ability to lead people.”

M Teach the basics. “Before we
can hope to create a church that is a
spiritual force to be reckoned with,
the people who are the church must
have a solid comprehension of what
they believe and why,” Barna sug-

gests.

The problem today, he explains, is
that most church members don’t
know the basics of the faith they es-
pouse. And in real life, Christians
make decisions off-the-cuff, without
any sense of a holistic, biblical world-
view, he says.

M Focus on the unchurched. The
American church is ministering on
automatic pilot, Barna charges, rather
than by the Great Commission.

“Evangelistically, we have a terri-
ble track record. Concerning disciple-
ship, our record is no better,” he adds.

Meanwhile, one of every four
American adults is unchurched, and
0 See Barna sees ..., page 6



_BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M Dan Quayle will
autograph his newly
published book,
“Standing Firm,” at the
Southern Baptist
Convention bookstore in
Orlando, Fla., June 14.
The visit is part of the
former vice president’s
national tour to promote
his memoirs, published
by Zondervan.

B The Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship will
host two events during
the Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting in Orlando, Fla.,
next month. On June 13
and 14, the Fellowship
will host a hospitality
room at the Clarion
Hotel. On June 14, the
Fellowship will sponsor a
luncheon and dialogue
session at College Park
Baptist Church.

M The Baptist World
Alliance is providing
relief funds to Rwandan
Baptists and ministries

to Rwandan refugees.

Contributions may be

sent in care of Baptist.

World Aid, 6733 Curran
St., McLean, Va. 22101.

M Racial prejudice and
bigotry have no place in
the Christian church,
President Paige
Patterson told students
at Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary
during the last chapel
service of the semester.
But due to the Southern
Baptist Convention’s
history, “Southern
Baptists have a lot of
makin’ up to do,” he
declared. Scripture
clearly teaches that all
are equal before God, he
said.
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Dilday and trustees still at odds over severance

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
Fired Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary President Russell Dil-
day said he plans to vacate his semi-
nary-owned house by a June 7 dead-
line, but his long-range plans are on
hold as negotiations continue over
severance benefits promised by trust-
ees.
More than two months after trust-
ees dismissed Dilday as president—a
post he held for nearly 15 years—
terms of the severance plan have not
been finalized.

Dilday said an attorney is repre-
senting him in negotiations with lead-
ers of Southwestern’s trustees. At is-
sue are terms that would permit trust-
ee officers to cancel severance bene-
fits at any time they perceive Dilday
has made statements or been involved
in activities harmful to the seminary.

“My effort in negotiation is to
avoid being muzzled or limited in my
activity and to give the severance
some sort of permanence so we can
make further plans,” Dilday said.

One tangible and immediate con-
cern for Dilday is a place to live.
Trustees permitted Dilday and his
wife, Betty, to remain in the semi-
nary-owned president’s home for 90
days after the March 9 firing. Dilday
said they have submitted a contract on
a house in Fort Worth, and if financ-
ing is approved they will move “in a

couple of weeks.”

That arrangement “still is some-
what temporary, because we don’t
know what our longer range future is
going to be,” Dilday said. He said he
will need to be employed another two
or three years to accumulate adequate
retirement resources.

Dilday declined to discuss details
about the negotiations but said he has
been paid the first two month’s salary
and office expenses promised in a
severance package approved by the
board of trustees when they fired him.

Provisions of the trustee-approved
severance package require Dilday to
take no employment for 60 days (a
deadline which passed May 8), not to
join a competitive venture, and to do
“only those things that are supportive
of the seminary and the Southern
Baptist Convention.”

Dilday initially said he could live
with those restrictions, noting nothing
in the provisions would prevent him
from speaking his convictions.

However, he did not see a written
severance document until two or three
weeks later. He said he balked at sign-
ing the agreement because of lan-
guage that would place conditions on
what he could do or say and give the
board of trustees arbitrary power to
determine if he keeps faith with those
conditions.

The document includes this lan-
guage: “Should the executive com-
mittee of the board of trustees of
Southwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary deem that Dr. Dilday has
not acted in good faith with regard to
this agreement, the committee may in
its sole discretion terminate any bene-
fits which have not been paid.”

Two days after Associated Baptist
Press reported the impasse over Dil-
day’s severance benefits, Baptist
Press issued a story critical of ABP’s
coverage. Baptist Press quoted trust-
ee Chairman Ralph Pulley as saying
the severance agreement is clear
enough as originally written.

“The application of these condi-
tions is not difficult to ascertain,” he
said. “Dr. Dilday must not directly or
indirectly, personally or collectively,
criticize or attack the seminary, its
faculty, student body, board of trust-
ees or the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion which owns the insitution. ... He
certainly, is entitled to his personal
views, provided the public or private
expression of those views does not
violate the conditions and require-
ments described in the severance
package.”

In other recent developments:

I A mostly orderly procession of
403 graduates received degrees at the
school’s spring commencement May
13 at Travis Avenue Baptist Church
in Fort Worth. Students broke into
sustained applause when told their di-
plomas would bear Dilday’s signa-
ture.

0 Dilday said he will not attend the
June 15 annual gathering of South-
western alumni and friends or the

June 14-16 annual meeting of the
Southern Baptist Convention. Ad-
vance ticket sales for the alumni lun-
cheon are reportedly well behind last
year.

I Longtime administrator and
teacher Scotty Gray has been appoint-
ed acting dean of the seminary’s
school of church music. He succeeds
James McKinney, who retires July 31
after leading the music school 38
years. Gray, executive vice president
at Southwestern and a member of the
music school faculty since 1966, will
assume the role of dean in addition to
his current responsibilities Aug. 1.

Ironically, Dilday recommended
the music deanship be added to
Gray’s responsibilities in a cost-cut-
ting staff realighment proposal that
trustees blocked immediately before
firing Dilday.

I Scott Collins, the seminary’s
public relations director, has resigned
to take a similar post with Buckner
Baptist Benevolences in Dallas. “I felt
I couldn’t work in that environment
anymore,” he said.

I Friends and supporters of the
ousted president have scheduled a
dinner to honor Dilday and his wife
June 6 at a Dallas hotel.

l Four former presidents of the
Southern Baptist Convention an-
nounced their agreement with the
trustees’ decision to fire Dilday. Sup-
porting the firing are Jerry Vines,
Adrian Rogers, Charles Stanley and
Bailey Smith.

Preacher of convention sermon won’t he a messenger

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.
(ABP)—For the first time in memo-
ry, the annual sermon at the Southern
Baptist Convention will be preached
by a pastor whose church cannot send
messengers to the annual meeting.

Bobby Boyles was pastor of First
Baptist Church of Moore, Okla., last
year when he was selected to preach
the 1994 convention sermon. Boyles’
associate pastor at the time, Fred
Powell, chaired the committee on or-
der of business which nominated

Boyles.

Since that time, however, Boyles
split the Moore church by taking sev-
eral hundred members with him to
form a new church in southwest Okla-
homa City. The Moore church’s dea-
cons and personnel committee had
asked Boyles to resign, citing prob-
lems with his leadership style and oth-
er issues.

The new church formed in Febru-
ary by Boyles and his followers is
Eagle Heights Church. Eagle Heights

has petitioned Oklahoma’s Capital
Association for membership and is
contributing to the association and
also through the Cooperative Pro-
gram unified funding plan for both the
Baptist General Convention of Okla-
homa and the SBC.

However, the SBC constitution al-
lows convention messenger represen-
tation only to churches which have
been bona fide contributors to the
convention’s work during the previ-
ous year. For this year’s convention.
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that record must be established be-
tween Sept. 30, 1992, and Oct. 1,
1993, said Lee Porter, SBC registra-
tion secretary.

A spokesman for the SBC Histori-
cal Commission in Nashville said
convention documents describe no
qualifications for the preacher of the
annual sermon. “Taking it to the ex-
treme, if the committee nominated the
pope as the preacher and the messen-
gers approved its report and nomina-
tion, the pope would preach,” he said.

Baptists called
weary in doing

WASHINGTON (BP)—North
American Baptists have grown “wea-
ry in well-doing,” William Brackney
told the North American Baptist Fel-
lowship during its April 24-25 meet-
ing in Washington.

Brackney is principal of McMas-
ter Divinity College in Ontario, Can-
ada.

He said Baptists have “capitulated
to the mainstream,” which has carried
them off “into organizational com-.
plexity.” '

He called on Baptists to “reclaim
our radical congregational nature and
follow Christ where he will lead us,
beginning with where we live and
work.”

Brackney called on Baptists to re-
gain energy to fight church-state is-
sues, do evangelism, return to congre-
gational life, pay more attention to
leadership development and respond
to critical world issues.



KENTUCKY

Elk Creek
-marks 200th

anniversary

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

TAYLORSVILLE——-WhenQ,
Elk Creek Baptist Church was
born in 1794, the two-year-old
Commonwealth of Kentucky

still was in its infancy.

And the church was well into
its formative years by the time
the city of Taylorsville was es-

tablished five years later.

This year, Elk Creek cele-
brates 200 years of growth and

ministry. And although 200 may
~seem old, the church is finding

- ways to keep its ministry new,
Pastor Bob Hughes explained.

The church celebrated its
200th anniversary May 15 with

morning worship, dinner on th
grounds and a 2 p.m. service
Five former pastors partlc1pated
in the festivities, and Bill
 shall, executive secretary-t
surer of the Kentucky
Conyention, - del
morning message.

Ten people gathered to Sotab -
lish Buck and Elk Creek Baptist
Church, as it then was named,

on April 27, 1794.

The church quickly devel-
oped a tradition of cooperation

with and support for other
. churches.

From its membershlp, sever-
al new congregations were -
formed: Buck Creek Baptist = .
Church (now Finchville Baptist
Church), Little Mount Baptist
Church in Taylorsville and First
Baptist Church of Taylorsvﬂle
In 1803, representatives from

Elk Creek helped form Long
Run Baptist Association.

A full history of the church""

_is being prepared by the
- versary committee.

. pastor wrote ina
. the »chqrc_:h and

 new ways of doir
‘members, new i
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Sponsors sought for Russia missionaries

By Marv Knox
Editor

The gospel’s a bargain in Russia,
and Kentucky Baptists ought to invest
heavily, Benton Williams believes.

" Through its partnership with the
Russian Baptist Union, the Kentucky
Baptist Convention can sponsor a
Russian home missionary for just
$6.58 per day, reported Williams, di-
rector of KBC partnership missions.

“The director of missions for the
Russian Baptist Union has a vision to
send out 1,000 home missionaries to
start new churches, missions and
preaching points in the next five to 10
years,” said Williams.

“The cost for support would be
$200 per month,” he added. “There

" would be $100 set aside for salary and

$100 set aside for rent of an apartment
for the missionary family, rent for a
mission building to start new work,
tracts, Bibles and the missionary’s re-
tirement and insurance package. To-
tal support would be $2,400 per year.

“This will make it possible for
thousands of Russian people to hear
the gospel, plant churches and pro-
claim the good news—once forbid-
den to be preached. God has opened
this remarkable window of opportu-

nity.”

Individuals, churches, associations
and church groups, such as Sunday
school classes, Woman’s Missionary
Union and Brotherhood chapters, can
sponsor a missionary, he noted.

The Russian Baptist Union re-
quires a two-year commitment of sup-
port to move a missionary to the field,
Williams added. “His two years
would be spent in training and mis-
sionary service, church planting,

church development and supervised

evangelism. After the second year is
completed, the missionary would de-
pend for support on the church he has
started, if at all possible.”

The KBC partnership office plans
to send each sponsor a picture of the
missionary pastor and his family,
along with information about him, his
church and the home city.

Less than five months into the
partnership, Kentucky Baptists al-
ready have committed to sponsor 35
missionaries, Williams said. The
funding is channeled through the
KBC to the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, which transfers it to
the Russian Baptist Union, which
pays the missionary pastors.

Although the launch of the mis-
sionary sponsorship is a high priority,

the partnership needs more Kentucky
Baptist volunteers for hands-on mis-
sion projects later this year, Williams
stressed. Needs include:

I Twenty volunteers for various
construction, evangelism and vaca-
tion Bible school teams that will trav-
el to Russia throughout the summer.

0 Three participants in an evange-
lism, discipleship and vacation Bible
school trip set for June 15-29.

1 Five medical personnel, includ-
ing a dentist and an ophthalmologist,
for a medical/dental trip Aug. 17-31,
and a dentist for a similar trip Sept.
15-28.

I Ten members of a deaf evange-
lism team, scheduled for Sept. 7-13.

B Six participants in a preaching,
evangelism and discipleship trip set
for Sept. 29-Oct. 13, and eight partic-
ipants for a similar trip Nov. 17-30.

I Eight members of a Woman’s
Missionary Union team that will visit
Russia in November.

Mission opportunities also are
available closer to home, Williams
said. The partnership office has infor-
mation about partnership projects in
Utah-Idaho, Ohio and eastern Ken-
tucky.

For information about the partner-
ship, call (502) 245-4101.

Clear Greek
trustees 0K
budget & more

PINEVILLE—Trustees of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College approved
a $1.9 million budget for 1994-95
during their April 26 meetmg in
Pineville.

Bob Browning, president of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention and
pastor of First Baptist Church in Som-
erset, addressed the trustees. He en-
couraged them to fulfill the expecta-
tions of the convention and the stu-
dents.

Among other actnons, trustees:

I Approved use of $27,500 in un-
designated estate gifts to complete
construction of Hemlock Heights stu-
dent housing and the classroom reno-
vation project.

I Reviewed construction plans for
a new health services center and au-
thorized construction to begin when
sufficient funds are on hand to place
the structure under roof. Total cost of
the project is estimated to be
$115,000.

0 Approved plans for a feasibility
study on a fund-raising campaign in-
volving individual endowment poli-
cies. The study will be conducted
without charge by LifeEndowment
Inc.

# Named Tom Prather, trustee
chairman, to the volunteer position of
assistant to the president for develop-

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

W David Gray has been
named administrator of
Tri-County Baptist
Hospital in LaGrange.
The 30-year-old Glasgow
native formerly was
administrator of the
Public Hospital of Salem,
1.

M The first Graf Spinal
Stabilization surgery
performed in the United
States was done at
Baptist Hospital East in
Louisville April 13. The
procedure to restore
stability of the spine was
done at Baptist East by
Thomas Lehmann, one
of only two U.S.
physicians approved to
perform the technique.

B Ted Taylor has been

‘named assistant

professor of Christian
studies at Campbellsville
College. For the past .
eight years, he has been
minister of education
and administration at
First Baptist Church of
Starkville, Miss. He
formerly served
Audubon Baptist Church
in Louisville.

B Cynthia Searcy, a
Georgetown College
junior volleyball player
from Versailles, has won
the A.O. Duer
Scholarship Award from
the National Association
of Intercollegiate
Athletics. The award is
presented annually to
one varsity-member
junior athlete in the
NAIA. Searcy was
selected from a field of
6,500 candidates. She is
the second Georgetown
athlete to win the award.
Georgetown is the only
Kentucky school ever to
have a student win this
award in its 27-year
history.

M Alumni of Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary now may buy
memberships in the
seminary’s health and
recreation center. For
information, call (502)

)
!

FIRST LADY SPEAKS Libby Jones, wife of Gov. Brereton Jones, speaks about the priority 897-4720.
of Kentucky’s children during an anniversary celebration for Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children in Pikeville May 14. “We must do everything we can to protect our children.and
be sure we are providing the type of environment in which they can grow up healthy and
safely,” Mrs. Jones said. “Certainly, Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children has a wonder-
ful and long tradition of caring for children who need help.” More than 500 people turned
out for the 125th anniversary celebration, which included live entertainment, a midway of
carnival games for children and a special program cammemoratlng the founding of the
children’s ministry in 1869. The next anniversary celebration is scheduled for London
June 4.

ment.

B Named a renovated music facili-
ty the Asher Building in memory and
appreciation of George and Harriett
Asher, who bequeathed the school
$1.7 million in endowment funds, and
Mary Asher Wilson, who provided
the chapel organ and was organist at
First Baptist Church of Pineville for
at least 60 years.
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‘Don’t say ‘liar’

On March 16, I watched on C-
Span an Oxford-style debate in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Before the debate, rhetoric experts
from Oxford were asked if there was
proper language to be used, and could
they use swear words. They said there
was only one word they could not
use—"liar” or “lying.” If they did,
they were required
to withdraw it.

In the March 15
issue of the West-
ern Recorder, the editorial headline
stated, “They lied to Dilday; have
they been lying to you?”

The last paragraph of the editorial
was as follows: “Is it because party
bosses have been lying to Southern
Baptists, just like they lied to Russell
Dilday?” (Party bosses??)

I was very much offended by the
use of such harsh language. In my
opinion, it is never Christlike or ap-
propriate to call another person a liar.

Furthermore, persons can view the
same situation differently, and it does
not mean either is lying.

If Oxford doesn’t allow the use of
“liar” or “lying,” then surely editors
of Baptist papers must refrain from

-such language. Please, sir, take it

back—withdraw it!

A letter from Cal Guy appeared in
the Indiana Baptist. I concur with this
excerpt from the letter: “If Dr. Dilday
wanted the best for Southwestern, he

would have swallowed his pride for -

her good and not have ignited this fir-
estorm that is being blamed entirely
on the trustees.”
We all need to remind ourselves of
Galatians 2:20.
Lillian Butler
Mayfield

Sin of intolerance

What disrupts Southern Baptist
unity?
One might blame diversity. How-

BAPTIST FORUM

ever, diversity alone is not to blame
for the lack of unity, because South-
ern Baptists historically have lived
and cooperated with diversity.

The problem has a more “sin”-is-
ter nature than found in diversity. It is
a problem of intolerance. Conserva-
tives are intolerant of moderates.
Moderates are intolerant of conserva-
tives. Both accuse the other of distort-
ing the gospel of Christ, and both are
self-proclaimed
standard-bearers of
truth.

Both are respon-
sible for the gulf within our conven-
tion, and both participate in the sinful
nature that is the root of the problem.

If reconciliation is to be found
within the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, it must be accomplished by rid-
ding the SBC of sinful intolerance.
How?

The Apostle Paul provides an an-
swer. He too is concerned with unity,
and in Philippians 2:3-4 he prescribes
the principles for extinguishing the
sinful fire of intolerance. “Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look
not to your own interest, but to the
interest of others.” Survey the mo-
tives which govern your decisions
and behavior. If we could employ
Paul’s principles, surely the sin of in-
tolerance would lose its grip and the
Kingdom of God would be near.

We all participate in and contrib-
ute to the diversity that forms the
SBC, but let none of us be guilty of
participating in the sin of intolerance
which divides the SBC.

Ron Kafer
Owensboro

Support graduates

Although it happened 53 years
ago, I still remember my high school
graduation. Louisa May Alcott wrote,
“Life is my college; I want to gradu-
ate with honors.”

A graduation celebration involves
the entire family, neighbors, commu-
nity and school personnel. It also is a
time of new commitment. A person
about to graduate cannot go back. The
graduate looks forward to a new time,
a new type of ongoing schooling, a
job, a planning season.

The community has done a great
deal to assure that young people can
graduate from school. It took their tax
monies, their dedication to children,
their encouragement, their sacrifices,
their efforts and their prayers. One
individual does not come to the grad-
uation ceremony alone; he brings ev-
eryone he knows with him.

Let us hope and pray he will do as
Jesus, grow “in wisdom, stature and
in favor with God and man.”

Let us pray God’s blessings on our
graduates today. As we once went
forth to serve, let us give them our
guidance and patience and love in
their new pinnacle of discovery. They
still need us. They need the Lord
Jesus Christ.

' Edith G. Oldham
Louisville

Let them pray

I agree with the writer about stu-
dent-led commencement prayers
(WR, April 26).

When I graduated from the Ken-
tucky School for the Blind in 1963,
prayers were still constitutional in
school. Much of my Bible knowledge
was gained through caring teachers
and housemothers who were glad to
teach us without indoctrinating us in
any particular denomination. Much
would be lacking if some religious
parts are taken out of the school pro-
grams.

May God continually bless your
work, especially the tape ministry that
enables those of us who are not able
to read print to keep up on the news
from our denomination.

Dorothy Gaw
Harlan

Please, please—not the Annuity Board

A well-respected Kentucky Bap-
tist pastor dropped by my office a few
weeks ago. Anticipating his retire-
ment soon, he asked me whether I
thought he should leave his retirement
corpus with the Southern Baptist An-
nuity Board.

His visit followed soon
after the firing of South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary President
Russell Dilday and the ear-
lier “flap” -the Annuity
Board president, Paul
Powell, had experienced
on the floor of the South-
ern Baptist Executive
Committee meeting in
February.

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W, Marshall

that kind of concern and insecurity.
But many now do.

The following possible scenario is
out there, and I think Kentucky Bap-
tist folk need to know about it.

If either an irresponsible or incom-
petent board of trustees or
a similar administration
adopt bad investment poli-
cies, a sizable reduction in
earnings inevitably will
follow. That translates into
a lower than anticipated
(planned on) annuity in-
come for annuitants.

If earnings under-per-
form the market substan-
tially, the board of trustees
would then be open to a

Before I proceed with
this article, I want the reader to know
that I encouraged him to leave his cor-
pus with the Annuity Board but to
keep open his withdrawal options.

It distresses me that an increasing
number of pastors have become con-
cerned about the future of their retire-
ment and are asking the question my
pastor-friend asked. That ought not to
be! After all these years of planning
and investing in a retirement program,
this friend should not have to carry
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class-action suit.

Such an action likely would has-
ten the departure of many, if not most,
of the Annuity Board’s most compe-
tent staff whose work has contributed
significantly to the excellent earnings
record achieved by the Annuity
Board, to the benefit of all of us.

However, the most potentially
menacing reality lies in one factor—
more than 50 percent of the $4 billion-
plus Annuity Board corpus consists of
funds belonging to large institutions

such as hospitals, colleges and others.

Other financial institutions which
would welcome the opportunity to
manage Baptist funds are not unno-
ticed by large Baptist institutions not
likely to tolerate “political tinkering”
with the retirement benefits of their
employees.

If several of these institutions be-
gan withdrawing their corpus, result-
ing in a kind of “run on the bank,” the
impact would be felt by those in the
church plans. The bottom line would
be downward.

What Alice and I do with the cor-
pus of our retirement held in trust by
the Annuity Board will depend on the
stability of the Annuity Board at the
time of our retirement.

I urge Southern Baptist leadership
to assure all Southern Baptists that the
Annuity Board will be protected from
the kind of political instability that
would make likely a devastating “run
on the bank.”

In the meantime, Baptist institu-
tions and ministers alike are watching
very closely.

(Kentucky trustees are Clark
Brown of Madisonville and Gene
Flynn of Lexingron.)

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

one another requires that we
~ “speak the truth” (Ephesians
~ 4:25) and name the sin between

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE

leent anger
By Dlana Garland .

_ No one arouses more angcr in
s than our spouses. Sometimes
nger becomes violent. How
hould Christian partners prevent
and espond to violence? '
_ First, recognize what the vio-
ence means. Sometimes people

_ strike out in frustration, sensing
_that words have failed to express
- the depth of frustrapon and hurt.

\gain, even. If one partneris
nghA ned or bruised, or if the
iolence happens again, seek

'As Chnstlans our love for

-us. Love ‘‘rejoices in the truth” (1

Corinthians 13:6); only then can
the trouble be confronted and
- changes be made. Above all, we

must not assume that to forgive
means to forget or excuse the sin
of violent anger. Love insists that
sin be confessed and that repen-
tance bring true change.
Christian love requires that

. we not allow our partners to con-

tinue in sin. If the violence is

_ hurtful or repeated, love your

_partner enough to seek help for
both of you. Leave until you

- have assurance that true repen-

tance and change have taken
place, not only to protect your-
self, but also as an act of love for‘ .
your partner.

- Diana Garland is dean of the

Carver School of Church Social
. Work and director of the Gheens

Center for Christian Family Minis-

__try at Southern Baptist Seminary.

B Send your questions about
. children, teens, marriage, singles
or aging to “Family Forum,”
Western Recorder, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253,



EDITORIALS

Fellowship’s rank-&-file not ready to exit SBC

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has dashed the short-term hopes
of people who want the 3-year-old moderate movement to split from the
Southern Baptist Convention and form a new denomination.

Ironically, holders of that hope represent opposite poles of Southern
Baptists’ long and tedious theological/political conflict. Some left-wing
Baptists would like the Fellowship to evolve into a new denomination so
they could stop relating to the SBC, which they see as a mean-spirited
behemoth. Their rightward counterparts would like to rid the SBC of an
outfit they see as a hypocritical, irritating leech on the convention’s fi-
nancial bloodline. Participants in the Fellowship’s 1994 general assem-
bly this month weren’t inclined to oblige.

The issue surfaced through a proposal that would have shut off Fel-
lowship funding for the six SBC seminaries. If the proposal passed, the
Fellowship would have eliminated the SBC seminaries from all Fellow-
ship giving plans by Oct. 1, unless churches and/or individuals specifi-
cally designate funds to the schools. Currently, two of the Fellowship’s
three giving plans channel money to SBC seminaries; last year’s contri-
bution totaled about $500,000. The proposal would have diverted that
money to new moderate seminaries, as well as to scholarships for Bap-
tist students at university divinity schools.

The proposal provided a window into the Fellowship’s innermost feel-
ings, a view often smudged by political rhetoric. SBC conservatives have
portrayed the Fellowship as a heretical pack of denominational wolves,
who intend to start a new convention but who prey on the SBC’s loyal
“sheep” by pretending to be part of the SBC too. Conservatives have a
vested interest in that interpretation, since scaring Southern Baptists away
from the Fellowship would keep them in the SBC fold. Many Fellow-
ship members have disputed that characterization, saying they truly are
Southern Baptists; they just want SBC-free options for some ministries.
- Their vested interest, of course, is to relate to as many Southern Baptists
as possible so they can recruit new members for the Fellowship and
maintain funding for Fellowship causes.

The seminary-defunding proposal allowed observers to short-circuit

the rhetoric and see what the majority of grassroots Fellowship folks

really feel.

A strong vote to defund the seminaries would have been interpreted
as a big step away from the SBC. It would mean many Fellowshipers
were willing to turn their backs on the schools that provided them with
ministerial training for generations. It would signal a pulling away from
the moorings of denominational identity.

Such an outcome could have been expected for two reasons. First, the
firing of President Russell Dilday at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary outraged and alienated many moderate and unaffiliated South-
ern Baptists this spring. Conservative trustee officers lied to Dilday about
their intentions, fired him, locked him out of his office and took 12 days
to explain their actions. Second, new moderate schools are springing up
like spring daffodils, and they need money—even money the Fellow-
ship has been giving to SBC seminaries.

But a strong Fellowship majority, estimated to be 60-70 percent by

Memorla] Day used o feel 'dlstan
~ Nobody in our family possessed a
 ory of the Civil War. We were bom in the brc
cusp of conflict: My grandfathers came and ¥
along too late for World War I and too ear-
ly for WW IL Daddy and my uncles didn’'t .
.~ finish school in time to go to Korea. And
my cousins, brother and I came along to
late for Vietnam,
Viet Cong shrapnel tore a hole in Aunt
Mary s little brother’s leg, but I never met
him, and that’s the closest I came to know-
ing a casualty of wat. No ﬂag~draped cof~' -'

_mementos. Flags,
~of course. Dog

photograph of a

most observers, set that rationale on its ear. Rather than step away from
the SBC, they voted to continue funding the seminaries. Even though
conservatives control the trustee boards of all six seminaries, Fellowship
members said they want to keep the contribution lines to SBC schools
flowing. Theirs wasn’t the kind of vote you would expect from a people
bound for a new denominational promised land. Even if some Fellow-
ship leaders want to take them there, they said they don’t want to go.

So, a simple schismatic solution slipped away. SBC conservatives
aren’t likely to be rid of Fellowshipers any time soon. And Fellowship
people who don’t want to be Southern Baptists will have to settle for
individual separation, not a corporate pull-out.

For now, the issue is settled as far as the Fellowship is concerned. The
members have spoken; they’re not leaving. SBC conservatives who want
to get rid of the Fellowship don’t have such a clear path.

Three options appear:

I They can drive Fellowship supporters out of the SBC.

This is the alternative favored by hard-right leaders who have said all
along they want to “purify” the convention. They’re the ones arguing
that SBC entities shouldn’t accept money from the Fellowship. Such a
move would split the Fellowship and the SBC. But SBC separation from
Fellowship churches will be more difficult, since most Fellowship
churches also contribute to the SBC’s Cooperative Program budget, the
prime criteria for affiliation with the convention.

i They can try to absorb Fellowship support.

This would require opening up the SBC, allowing meaningful in-
volvement with Southern Baptists who have disapproved of the political
tactics of current SBC leaders. It would mean placing such people on the
boards and committees of the convention, even though they have not
been aligned politically with the conservative movement. It also would
mean utilizing people who don’t articulate their conservative theological
views exactly as the conservative party has mandated. The SBC presi-
dential election will provide a preview of this development. If Jim Hen-
ry—who represents conservatives tired of the political-right’s politics—
defeats Fred Wolfe, the party candidate, the SBC might begin to open a
bit.

I They can coexist peacefully with the Fellowship.

The ministries and enterprises of the SBC and the Fellowship are not
mutually exclusive. They can continue side-by-side indefinitely. Some
Southern Baptists will support only one group; some will support only
the other; some will support both. Coexistence would allow Baptists to
agree to disagree about denominational politics, cease fighting, wish each
other the best and get on with missions and ministry. Unfortunately, the
thetoric of the SBC’s political leaders thus far has disallowed this ap-
proach. They have declared the Fellowship anathema—a label not con-
ducive to peaceful, if distant, relationships.

The Fellowship has declared it isn’t ready to leave the SBC. How will
the SBC respond? The future of the denomination is riding on the an-
Swer.

Marv Knox

photo, i
Kodak treasure, brought from

- Kentucky for a precious f :
pamful closure on a l’f nuf :

tags. A 25,—ye’ar—’old_ N

w1fe"}—crayon and typ n
_ ing paper in hand— n
- making a rubbing of forget. B
another =~ name.

fins; no Purple Hearts. _
So why was I blinded by tears as | stood '

in the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial?
Maybe it was the names. More than

58,000 names chiseled into black slabs that

vate, wrapped in a
_plastic sandwich

~ smiling Army pri- ¢ .

bag to protect it from rain. An Army boot
filled with flowers. I kept retuming to that

. Cheerful teen—agﬁrs .
on school trips, see-
ing a ‘“sight” from
hlstory they cannot feel. An old man witha  can treasures.
camera, trying to take a picture so his flash.

namés Thelr names covered my facé,
then‘ lives covered my own. That’s when

eminds us of hxstory we’d rathe
ut Memorial Day is a time to re-
member. Not the division, nor the riots. Not
‘even the battles. Remember the lives, the
love, the sacrifice. And vow to wage peace,

so war won’t steal another 58,000 Ameri- -

By turning down a
proposal to defund
the Southern
Baptist .
Convention’s six
seminaries, the
majority of
Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship
voters said they’re
not ready to leave
the SBC, despite
claims to the
contrary from
adversaries at the
far ends of the
convention’s
political spectrum.

Marv Knox
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What
Americans
believe

GLENDALE, Calif—
Based on research
gathered over the last
three years, pollster
George Barna offers this
profile of the aggregate
belief system of
Americans:

1 Four out of 10 people
believe Jesus made
mistakes.

1 Two out of three
people reject the notion
“""of absolute truth.

1 One out of three adults
believe God is something

Barna sees
‘Absolute
Gonfusion’

Continued from page 1

at least that many more are only nom-
inally churched, Barna reports. “In
other words, probably more than half
of all adults in this country are not re-
ally living in a true community of
faith.”

M Live love. The American church
could set itself apart from the larger
society drastically by one action, Bar-
na suggests: Aggressively pursuing
interracial harmony.

“What a clear and powerful mes-
sage we would send to a me-first,
materialistic, distrusting werld by tru-
ly serving other people, sacrificing to
meet their needs, consistently striving
for unity with others—especially
when those others are of a different
color, upbringing or locale.”

Based on current trends, the con-
sequences of not pursuing racial har-
mony are likely to be dire, he projects.

'Breyer’s record 'skimpy on abortion & church-state

~ WASHINGTON (BP)—Baptist

and evangelical leaders are eyeing
- Stephen Breyer’s limited judicial

record on abortion and church-state

- issues as he prepares for confirma-

tion hearings to become the next jus-

’ -,,_Itlce on the U.S. Supreme Court,
- Thirty-seven days after Associ-
‘ate Justice Harry Blackmun an-
. nounced hlS retirement, President

;Blll Ch’ n named Breyer as his
¢ ,lackmun s replacement,

reyer has served since 1981 on the

“Nommees for the Supreme

:‘v(,ourt must have a clear understand-z

Judiciary Commiitee does its job
properly through appropriate ques-
tioning.” _

. Brent Walker, general counsel
for the Baptist Joint Committee, was

_more optimistic about Breyer. He

-said Breyer’s opinions seem to be
faithful to the compelling state inter-

est test in free exercise cases and to

the Lemon test in estabhshment
clause cases;

Walker descnbed Breyer as “a .
_ balanced separationist who seems
S. Court of Appeals for the Flrst '
. ’Clrctnt‘ : _‘
. Breyer’s mvolvement inno more
: than four church-state cases caused
Americans United for Separation of
,Church and State to SXpIeSS con~' :

willing to enforce both religion

- clauses in a way that takes into ac-

count the impact that judicial deci-
sions have on ordinary individuals.”
Michael Whitehead, general

counsel for the Southern Baptist

Christian Life Commission, also
found some consolation in the nom-
inee’s church-state record, although

in a different light than Walker.
1tut10na1 cor-
n of church and
: Dlrector Bar- :

- “We find some reason in his
'record to hope that he might be less

_sour toward religious accommoda-
| tion in public life than are support-

_ers of the Lemon test " he satd “If

religious freedom as intended by the
framers will benefit.”

On the abortion issue, Breyer’s
record was no surprise to abortion

. opponents but his participation in

only two abortion rulings elicited
some anxiety from abomon rtghts
advocates.

In 1990, Breyer joined in a ma-
jority opinion overturning regula-
tions which restricted abortion
counseling and referral in federally
funded family planning clinics.-He
sent a confusing signal in a 1989
decision in which he did not vote to
strike down a law requiring the con-
sent of both parents before a minor
could have an abortion.

“President Clinton has again
demonstrated that he is the political
captive of pro-abortion special inter-
est groups,” said Doug Johnson, leg-
islative director of the National
Right to Life Committee. :

* “Judge Breyer will pass the lib- -
eral litmus test on abortion rights,

‘but at least -he is on record support-

ing the right of parents to be in-
volved in their teen-age daughter’s

or someone other than | «ywe’can virtually count on race riots : abomon demsxon ” satd Whltehead v
the PeffeCtn all-powerful, ripping America apart in the next 10 -
omniscient Creator of the | years unless radical steps are taken by
universe who lves and | key people inour nation o defuse e (GIFNEON @administration clears way for abortlon p|||
rules the world today. | impending explosion.”

M Live differently. Despite the Bi-
ble’s admonition for Christians to be
in the world but not of it, polls consis-

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
French firm that makes the controver-
sial abortion pill RU-486 has been

ing of Donna Shalala, secretary of
Health and Human Services, the com-
pany donated its U.S. patent rights to

and HHS Secretary Donna Shalala
will be recorded not as great libera-
tors of women but as accessories to

i Three out of five do not
believe in Satan.
1 About half believe all

religious faiths are tenly find little difference in attitudes  persuaded by the Clinton administra-  Population Council, a New York- the murder of women and their un-
basically the sami- and actions between Christians and tion to give the U.S. patentrightstoa  based non-profit research organiza- born children,” said Ben Mitchell, di-

y non-Christians in most areas, Barna New York organization, which will tion. rector of biomedical and life issues for
B Three out of five say all reports. open the door for testing and possible . RU-486, or mifepristone, is the Southern Baptist Christian Life

people pray to the same
god, regardless of what
name or character that
god is addressed by.

H Use resources wisely. The
American church and American
Christians have a skewed understand-
ing of how to use the resources God
- 1 Bible knowledge is | has given them, Barna asserts. i

thin. Most Americans |~ “The issue we must focus on is not

can’t name half the Ten | @ lack of funds but how we use the
Commandments or who | fesources at our ‘dlgposa ,> he says,
reached the Sermon.on noting that Christian churches in
P America collect $50 million annual-
the Mount. ly—more than the annual budget of

many nations of the world.

But that money gets spent in ways
inconsistent with the Great Commis-
sion, he says. For example, American
churches spend five dollars on build-
ings and property maintenance for
every one dollar spent on evangelistic

Commission.

Population Council will begin test-
ing the drug this fall in hopes of get-
ting quick approval by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration. If ap-
proved, the drug could be available
from U.S. doctors as early as 1996.

“approval for use of the drug by Amer-
ican women.

Roussel Uclaf, the French manu-
facturer, has been reluctant to seek
U.S. approval to market the drug be-
cause of the charged political climate
surrounding abortion. But at the urg-

Tie

praised by abortion-rights advocates
as a safe, non-surgical alternative to
abortion. Critics say its use is immor-
al and will increase the number of ter-
minated pregnancies in America.
“When the history of the late
1990s is written, President Clinton

7m¢ 7amé£¢ Cuvites You Co . ..
Source: “Absolute

Confusion,” George
Barna.

activity.

| gtrengthen the family. Ameri-
cans have heard plenty about the
problems facing the family today,
Barna says, but not nearly enough
about what to do to strengthen fami-
lies.

M Learn media discernment. De-
spite Christians’ protests about the
negative influences of modern media,
they are just as likely as anyone else
to be influenced by these forces, Bar-
na says.

“The truth is that Christians are
virtually indistinguishable from other
adults in their media consumption
habits,” he writes.

M Pray earnestly. In extensive
studies of churches that have become
healthy models of ministry or that
have reversed a severe decline to be-
come healthy again, two things have
| been present in every case, Barna re-
ports. Those things are a visionary
leader and a “deep, lasting commit-
ment to prayer.”

Baptist Church
Orlando, Florida

June 12, 1994

Identical Schedules

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM

Worship Services-Message By Pastor Jim Henry
No Adult Sunday Schools - Sunday Schools For Birth Through 6th Grade
Student Rallies Grade 7 Through College-With Graham Kendrick and Jay Strack

Jim Henry, Pastor

Jay Strack

Graham Kendrick

First Baptist - (407) 425-2555 - 3701 L.B. McLeod Road - Orlando, FL - (I-4/Exit 32, John Young Parkway)
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION - JUNE 14-16, 1994 . IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA
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35 Ideas for Family Enrichment Ministries

Family ministry can be a help-
ful tool for every Kentucky Baptist
church, says John Lepper, director
of family ministry with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention.

“Virtually every church is doing
something in family ministry,” he
explains. “But they may not have
an intentional family ministry pro-
gram.”

B Plan a Family Life Weekend. This
may also be called a Family Life Revival.
It could include a series of meetings with
sermons, presentations or activities de-
signed to strengthen families.

B Preach a sermon series based on
family issues identified by people in the
congregation as current needs.

B Show the interactive video series
“Hope, Help & Healing for the Family”
produced by the Baptist Center for Ethics.
This video series is designed to foster
small-group discussion throughout and

comes with a booklet of suggested discus- .

sion questions.

B Form a family ministry committee to
map out a strategic plan for meeting the
needs of families.

B Plan a “Covenant Marriage” event,
using materials produced by the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board. This is an
11-session marriage enrichment series.

B Offer training in “Parenting by
Grace,” an 11-session course with materi-.
als produced by the Sunday School Board.

B Show the video “What Can Families
do to Redeem TV?” produced by the Bap-
tist Center for Ethics.

B Offer a conference or series of ses-
sions on ‘““When Crisis Comes Home,”
based on the study book written by John
Lepper and produced by the Sunday
School Board.

B Provide resources for Christian sex
education, either through conferencing or
materials to be used by families at home.

B Participate in a Fall Festival of Mar-
riage, held annually in a number of loca-
tions. The next one scheduled in Kentucky
will be held Sept. 23-25 in Louisville.

B Provide resources and training for
families to engage in family Bible study
and worship.

Family ministry is a broad term
that encompasses a variety of pro-
grams and emphases. Lepper com-
pares it to evangelism, because
both evangelism and family minis-
try sometimes appear to be pro-
grams and sometimes appear to be
emphases that permeate every part
of a church’s life.

For example, churches ought to

helping families?”

marital status.

B Offer a conference or support group
for blended families.

B Observe Single Adult Day in your
church.

B Observe Senior Adult Day in your
church.

B Teach the “Making Peace with Your
Past” study course produced by the Sun-
day School Board. This series is designed
to help adults who were raised in dys-
functional families.

B Hold a single adult revival, with a
specific emphasis on meeting the needs of
singles and on reaching singles with the
gospel.

M Plan a single adult fellowship ban-
quet.

B Work with other churches in your
association to hold an associational senior
adult revival.

B Plan regular associational senior
adult meetings for fellowship, conferenc-
es and Bible study.

B Plan a marriage enrichment retreat
away from the church.

B Join the “Marriage Savers” move-
ment sparked by syndicated columnist
Michael McManus with his book of the
same title.

B Hold a family needs forum. This
works well on a Sunday night as a way
for church families to give input about
their needs and wants.

BB Schedule fifth Sundays as family
nights and provide related activities.

B Promote a Sunday night at home
emphasis, encouraging church members
to spend quality time with their families
one or two Sunday nights rather than

coming to regular church activities.

ask questions such as “When we
have Sunday school, how are we

And it’s important for churches
to realize family ministry touches
all types of families, Lepper says.
“When we talk about family em-
phasis, we’re not talking about

“More than 40 percent of adults

today are singles. But they all are a
part of a family. ... So when we
speak of family ministry, we’re -
speaking of relationships.”

For more information about
making family ministry a priority
in your church, contact Lepper at
the KBC by calling (502) 245-
4101 or writing to him at Box
43433, Louisville, Ky. 40243.

B Schedule a money management
workshop to help families learn better how
to handle their finances.

B Offer an engaged couples retreat pe-
riodically, to help couples prepare for mar-
riage.

B Provide after-school programs for
latch-key children.

B Place quality family ministry re-
sources in your church library.

B Schedule a family commitment ser-
vice during a regular worship time.

B Schedule parent dedication services
as a means to encourage new parents and
emphasize the important role the church
family plays in developing children.

B Implement a Deacon Family Minis-
try plan.

B Schedule testimonies from members
of the congregation during regular wor-
ship times that will emphasize special ex-
periences in family enrichment.

B Produce seasonal worship guides.
Ask church members to contribute origi-
nal writings to a devotional book keyed to
significant seasons, such as Advent, Easter
or Thanksgiving. These guides canbe
used in personal or family devotions at
home. :

B Plan a family sports competition, in

which families become teams in a variety

of games with other family teams.

B Offer a parents’ night out program to
provide child care periodically on a Friday
or Saturday night so couples or single par-
ents can have some quality time to them-
selves.

Based on information provided by John
Lepper of the KBC family ministry depart-
ment and Al Price of the South Carolina
Baptist Convention.
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YouthFest program agenda and details at-a- -glance

Theme: Christ - Our Hope
5:30 p.m. EDT Doors open to Civic Center .

pre-registered.

YouthFest Rally featuring:
Kevin Landgrave - Praise Music
David Garrard - Christian Illusionist

7:00

4 HIM - Contemporary Christian Music

Registration begins in Civic Center lobby for those not

Rodney Gage - Youth Evangelist/Communicator

What is YouthFest ‘94?

®An exciting, mouvatmg and life-changing rally which
encourages youth to follow Jesus Christ.

°]ts goal is to challenge students to become witnesses
for Christ.

°An annual event sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Office for Evangelism.

Who will be there?

Theme: Growing in Christ - Our Hope
8:30 a.m. Registration,

Civic Center lobby
YouthFest Rally featuring:
Rodney Gage

Kevin Landgrave

4 HIM

9:00

Summer missions Son Teams

Mark McClintock & Friends -Ventriloquist

°An estimated 6,000 Kentucky teenagers, pastors and
youth leaders.

*Program personalities such as Rodney Gage, 4 HIM,
David Garrard, Mark McClintock & Friends, Kevin
Landgrave, Son Share, Son Celebration and SonBurst.

Registration information
°Pre-registration fee: $4 per persom prior to
YouthFest; $5 per person fee at the door

Theme: Sharing Christ - Our Hope

°A contact person pre-registers their group. Send
one check, payable to the Kentucky Baptist Convention .

1:00 p.m. Registration

1:30

YouthFest Rally and Challenges featuring:

Kevin Landgrave, 4 HIM, Rodney Gage,
Here's Hope forYouth - Share Jesus Now

Mail check to:

Office for Evangelism
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O. Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

CWE seminars offer attendees
half of credit hours required hy state

Church weekday education teachers and
leaders are required by the state of Kentucky to
receive 12 approved credit hours each year. This
includes individuals who teach in any regular
weekday program
ata church, including Mother’s
Day Out. The Kentucky
Baptist Convention is«"
offering three six credit
hour approved seminars
in June to assist teachers
and leaders in their credit
The June 4 seminar at
Louisville’s Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary is filling
fast. Seminars at Hopkinsville’s First Baptist
Church on June 11 and Ashland’s Rose Hill
Baptist Church June 25 still have openings.

“An Apple for the Teacher” is the theme at
each seminar. Quality conferences, such as
Bushels of Teaching Ideas (age-related) and
those emphasizing creative art ideas, musical fun
with preschoolers, teaching the differently
disabled and emergency preparedness, are

available at all three locations, t00.

Dr. Kathryn Chapman is the keynote
speaker at the June 4 seminar at Southern
Seminary; Dr. Sybil Waldrop is the featured
speaker at Hopkinsville.
Scheduled on June 25 at
Rose Hill is a variety of
_stories, music and fun
ctivities in place of a
keynote speaker.

The cost per
person for each seminar is
$10, which includes lunch.
Make checks payable to: Sunday

School Department, KBC and mail to the
following address:

Sunday School Department
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O.Box 43433

Louisville, KY 40253-0433

For more informatibn, contact Jewell
Nelson, associate director, Sunday School
Department, at (502) 2454101.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHURCH GROWTH & ADMINISTRATION

Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Assoclatlon

eighth annual meeting
July 28-30 ¢ Georgetown College

The eighth annual summer conference
will celebrate A Ministry Fashioned by
God. Kentucky Baptist secretaries who
serve in Kentucky Baptist churches, associa-
tions, institutions, and denominational work
are invited to strengthen their skills and take
their ministry further during this three day
conference.

You may register by contacting the
Church Growth office at the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention (502/245-4101) or Mrs. Jean
Bowden, KBSA treasurer, Versailles Baptist
Church (606/873-7338) 125 E. Green Street,
Versailles, Ky 40383.

Track A session I, II, III, IV
Church Secretary Certification Seminar
Sara Farmer, SBC Church Administration Department
“Personal Issues that Impact Your Work"
and "Records Management” are the third
and fourth modules in the Secretarial Person-
al Enrichment Program. All modules are be-
mg taught on a rotating basis so that certifica-
tion may be completed at three consecutive
annual conferences.

Track B ‘

Professional Development

- Church Finances and Taxes session Il or III
Don Spencer, Annuity Director, KBC

- Office Skills session Il or III
Dr. Sam Southard, Minister of Pastoral Care ;

Senior Research Professor Southern Seminary

« Ministering in Times of Crisis session VIV
Mrs Pam Lyon, Secretary Hillcrest Baptist, Hopkinsville
One of the newest additions to the Church Secretaries
Desk Reference Series; this will be offered for Church
Study Course credit.

- Beginning a Search for
Significance session 1 & IV
Mirs. Michelle Turner, Administrative secretary,
Church Growth Division, KBC
This material helps individuals consider the source of
their self-worth and to experience the love and accep-
tance of theHeavenly Father.

Schedule
Thursday, July 28
14:00PM  Registration
3500 Sessionl -
5:15  Regional Meetings
530 Dinner
700  General Session & Worship
930  Gift Swap & Fellowship
Friday, July 29
730 AM  Breakfast
9:00 Worship
10:00  Session Il
12:15 Lunch
130  Session Il
6:00 Banquet & Fashion Show
Saturday, July 30
7:30AM  Breakfast
9:00 Worship
1000  SessionIV :
12:15  Lunch & General Session



FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

MINISTER/CHURCH SUPPORT S JONATHAN CREEK ASSEMBLY

Ready and willing to help

What services are available to
churches through the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Minister/Church Support
Division office?

1. Search committees may request '

assistance by scheduling an orientation/
training meeting. A representative will come

" to their church to discuss the search process,
good methods to use and tools to accomplish
the work.

2. Resumes of prospective ministers
for pastor and staff vacancies will be sent
upon request. These are shared without
evaluation or- recommendation and may be
used by the committee as they see fit.

3. Assistance when a church needs an
interim minister or a supply preacher for one
Sunday. Names of persons available to serve
these needs will be given to the committee.

4. Consultation for conflict management
is available. When conflict becomes
uncomfortable and hinders ministry, reaching
out for help is appropriate. A consultant can
assist with a process that works toward
resolution of the conflict and restoration of the
health of the congregation.

What services are available to ministers
through the Minister/Church Support
Division office?

1. Personal consultation regarding
possible relocation. When to move and when
to stay are questions every minister faces. It is
helpful to consider the issue with one who is
not personally involved. .

2.  Sharing biographical/resume material
with prospective churches. Persons who want
to consider a change may open a file with this
office and have their material sent to
appropriate churches when they request names.
The files are for all categories of church staff
ministers.

3. Assistance with resume preparation.
The resume is of great importance since this
is often the only information the committee
has about prospects. Helping ministers get
good, pertinent information on the resume is
the top goal.

4. Counseling referral and assistance
with the counseling fee is available to
Kentucky Baptist ministers and their families.
Contact needs to be made through the
Division office.

Guy Futral, Minister/Church Support Division office, KBC (502) 245-4101, ext. 243

DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING

No DT in your church?
Become eligible for $100 in

free materials

Have you been hearing exciting stories
concerning. . .

Experiencing God?
Search for Significance?
Fresh Encounter?

First Place?

These are only four of the many
discipling opportunities available to your
church through Discipleship Training.

A recent publication
from the Baptist Sunday

Kentucky’s total for new discipleship starts
last year was 158 churches.

Join this select group of churches by
offering your members the opportunity to
become disciples of Christ. Your church may
be eligible for $100 worth of free materials to
get your program started!

Contact Doug Strader or Jim Clontz at
(502) 245-4101 or complete the form on page
4a.

School Board’s Disicipleship
Training Division lists
Kentucky as third among
state conventions with
churches beginning new DT

programs during 1993.

QoD

KNOWING AND DOING
- THE WILL OF GOD

- Creek offers the serenity

Location, location, location

The best advice a
real estate  broker
typically gives a potential
home buyer is this:
location, location, location.

Jonathan Creek
Baptist Assembly has just
that!

Nestled along the
shore of beautiful
Kentucky Lake, Jonathan

of a quiet retreat and the
excitement of one of
America’s most enjoyable
recreational settings, the
Land Between the Lakes.
A  videotape
featuring Jonathan Creck
and its facilities is now

. available to churches and

groups by a free loan basis. Call the Assembly
at (502) 354-8355 to request the video. The
only charge is the mailing cost back.

Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
Conference and Reservation Information
3043 Beal Road

‘Hardin, Kentucky 42048

STEWARDSHIP '

A catch-up event for tithers

For more information contact:

How are you doing so far on your church

/ A
budget this year? Could you use a little “shot 1’
E\

" A GIVING UPDATE |
 SUNDAY 5

7. Enlist two persons to share their

in the arm” to encourage your membership
about their stewardship responsibilities?

A Giving Update Sunday can serve both
as areview of your church’s giving progress
and as a challenge to members to catch up if

they are behind in their financial giving testimony.
commitments. 8. Prepare special bulletin insert.
What are the steps to an effective update This insert should reflect the
Sunday? church’s giving progress for the
current budget year.

1. Set the date early. It should be
near midyear of the current
budget year.

9. Schedule youth/adult devotional.
10. Teach stewardship lesson.
11. Schedule an audiovisual.

2. Select an update theme. Appropriate filmstrips are available
3. Order materials early. Order from Stewardship Services to use on
materials at least six weeks the evening of Update Sunday.

before Upate Sunday from 12. Plan an after church fellowship.
SBC Stewardship Services. :

4. Announce Update Sunday For more information, contact:
activities.

5. Prepare and mail update letter. Doug Strader
Mail this letter from the pastor to Director
every family one week before Stewardship Department
Update Sunday. Kentucky Baptist Convention

6. Prepare the state of giving P.O. Box 43433

"+ sermon (pastor).

Louisville, KY 40253-0433
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FOR ALL KENTUCKY BAPTISTS

Office for Evangelism pcomlng ‘ ve
Here's Hope motiva- ; .
tional rallies (last session : , -
eJune 13-17 .
of annual associational M AY RAun;ionee'r HSBW
meetings) begins in July cat;zp -
and continues through this Emphasis: Boys grades 412 ‘
October. | | ghaplaincy ministries Camp Rabro
WMU Annual Church Council
planning Church Music
Retucky WDt | «June 11-19
sors Girls in Actionand | | Memarial Day is May 30. Al State Youth Choir
Acteens Camp at Cedar - Rt
Basiitand JCre:ltl n Student and tour
ppatantes *May 30 Georgetown/Ridgecrest
Creek Baptist Assembly iy ,
near Hardin. The self-con- | |- Segngem o '
il : : summer missionaries °June 18-24
e - Church Music Leadership
ness for girls in grades 4 - Rid
12. For more g
(sog;f S 223 Espivsi  Office for
i for WM. | [ Annuity Board ministries Evangelism
R ::ﬁe's:e:::sh:: eYouthFest ‘94
i L ; State Youth Evangelism
cn“""_' Music Ridgecrest, Glorieta, Contorente e
: '(Ijhgl_fo}lovlvlmg Igcy' Cedarmore and e
oar '
s c:.t‘{:eﬂz(ilr: Jonathan Creek Farnham Dudgeon Civic
July 30, First Church, | | Father's Day s June 19,
‘Madisonville;
August 6, Calvary SBC
Church, *June 14-16 _
August 13, First | | (SR Orlando, Florida
& Cl; h Camp staff training
b Cedarmore
London

Student
sJune 11
In-State Teams’

 Dinner Theatre

Cedarmore

WMU

oJune 12-13

WMU Annual Meeting
at SBC

Orlando

*June 13-17
GA/Acteens camp
Jonathan Creek

*Junel3-19
Camp staff training
Cedar Crest

*June 17-18
Mother/Daughter
Overnight
Jonathan Creek

sJune 20-24
GA camp
Jonathan Creek

June 20-24
GA camp
Cedar Crest

oJune 21-24

National Acteens
Convention
Birmingham, Alabama

sJune 25-July 1
Jericho Week
Ridgecrest

eJune 27-July 1
GA camp
Cedar Crest

oJune 27 :
GA camp
Jonathan Creek

[

Emphasis:

Christian literature--state

papers, denominational

publications and

missionary magazines

Conferences at
Ridgecrest, Glorieta,
Cedarmoreand
Jonathan Creek

" July 3 - Christian

Citizenship Sunday

. Independence Day is
July 4.

~ This includes events
 through mid-July.

Church Music

oJuly 9-15

Church Music Leadership
Week

Glorieta

oJuly 18-22
Children's Music Camp
Cedarmore

Discipleship Training
*July 2-8

Discipleship Training
Week

Glorieta

oJuly 16-20
Discipleship Training
Week

Ridgecrest

WMU

*July 6-7
Mother/Daughter
Overnight

Cedar Crest

oJuly 11-15
GA/Acteens camp
Cedar Crest - ;

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION

To receive information or to register, check the appropriate boxes and mail the provided form

below to: Communications Office, Attn.: Denise H. Withers, Kentucky Baptist Convention,
P. O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433

Sending a check? Unless otherwise specified,
make your check out to the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
To Receive More Information ~ Evangelism,Officefor  To Register
Q Cedarmore Baptist Assembly O YouthFest'54 Evangelism, Office for
O Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly Partnership Missions O  YouthFest'94 ($4 pre-reg,,
Discipleship Training O Kentucky/Russia plperson)
O New DT start/$100 worth of O State partnerships
free materials Sunday School
O CWE Seminars
Name
Address ; City.
State Zip

Phone: Office Home

Church Association

Leadership Position

Registration fee (if applicable) $ Number in group (if applicable)
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. Name of your church

Clip and return to Partnership Missions office, Kentucky Baptist Convention,
P. 0. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433.

Address
Telephone Number ( )
. Pastor's Name
. Your Name and Address
Zip
Telephone

. Our church, Sunday School, WMU, Brotherhood or other
organization (circle one) agrees to support a Russian home
missionary or pastor for two years at $200 per month.

Date:

Address:

Telephone Number: ( | )




GChurches can be charged with copyright violations too

NASHVILLE (BP)—Using a

photocopy machine may be hazard--

ous to a church’s financial health if
those using the machine violate fed-
eral copyright laws.

That’s the warning of Larry Can-
non, legal consultant for the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Some churches have paid large fi-
nancial prices and suffered embar-
rassment for the temporary “conve-
nience” of photocopying original
writings or music without proper per-
mission from the owner, he said.

“The owner of a creative work has
the right by federal law to copy the
work, prepare derivative works, dis-
tribute the work for sale or rental, per-
form the work publicly and display

Sexual misconduct a legal threat to churches, expert says

Continued from page 1 :
who work with children and youth, he
said. Accusations and litigation in this
area can be “devastating at all levels,”
he warned. “The reputation of the
church suffers for years.”

Among his recommendations to
prevent possible problems with sexu-

al abuse of children and teen-agers:

1 A six-month rule, a requirement
that a person be a member of the

the work,” Cannon said.

Public performances such as sing-
ing a song or playing a video require
permission and, in most cases, pay-
ment of a fee for that privilege. The
exception is performance of religious
music at religious assembly. But Can-
non said the word “religious” is cru-
cial to the exception.

For example, showing a video or
portion of a video as the basis for dis-
cussing a teaching point is an exemp-
tion under the law. But to show the
same video as a means of entertain-
ing a group does not qualify, even if
the showing takes place at church.

“Fair use,” an exception some peo-
ple use to justify copying or using
materials without permission or pay-

church for at least six months before
working with minors.

0 Screening forms, which could be
completed by both volunteer and paid
workers with minors, including ques-
tions about criminal convictions, pri-
or church membership and volunteer
work. He also suggested prospective
workers with children and youth
should be asked if they ever were the
victim of child molestation.

Offering:

Private Rooms

Pleasant Living Environment
A Caring Staff 24 Hours a Day
Nutritious Meals and Snacks
Spiritual Enrichment
Creative Activities

QAR NRQR QR

Policy Statement
Parr’s Rest, Inc. is a Baptist-
Managed, non-profit, non-sectarian,
private home for elderly ladies.
Admission is without regard to race,
creed, color or national origin. Parr’s
Rest is not a nursing home and does
not accept applicants who require
skilled or intermediate nursiug care.
Parr’s Rest, Inc. admits elderly
ladies on Kentucky State Assistance
or Private Pay.

Celebrating 80

Life at Parr’s Rest is enriched by such amenities as large living rooms, sunny
porches, landscaped grounds and a stunning courtyard, a cheerful dining
room—all in a turn-of-the-century mansion located in a park-like setting.

cb Years
of Mission and Ministry
PARR’S REST, INC.

Louisville, Kentucky
A Personal Care Home for Elderly Ladies

Eligibility Requirements of Applicants

¥ A female resident of Kentucky

¥ 55 years of age or older

¥ Ambulatory

¥ Non-smoker, no alcoholic
beverages

¥ Able to meet state guidelines for
Personal Care

For Further Infermation call or
write:

Admissions

Parr’s Rest, Inc.

969 Cherokee Road

Louisville, Kentucky 40204
Phone (502) 451-5440

Fax (502) 459-5455

Charles L. “Larry” Smith,
Administrator

Barbara Schmitt, Director of Nursing

ment, is not widely applied to church-
es, Cannon said.

Duplicating tapes of a church’s
worship service to distribute to home-
bound members may require payment
of a fee to the companies that hold
copyrights to the music used in those
services, he said. Some churches find
dealing with that process too compli-
cated, thus they duplicate only the ser-
mon portion of the service.

Cannon suggested an economical
means for churches to secure permis-
sion to copy music and cover fees is
to secure a church copyright license
from Christian Copyright Licensing
Inc. of Portland, Ore.

For an annual fee, ranging from
$85 for a church with fewer than 100

I A church policy, which might
include quoting the state child abuse
reporting law, a list of the symptoms
of abuse and procedures for reporting
suspicions to a designated person.

B Church member education,
which could take the form of books,
audio and video tapes or training
manuals in child abuse prevention.

People who have had prior convic-
tions in child sex abuse should “never
again” be allowed to work with mi-
nors, Hammar advised. “According to
medical science, pedophilia is widely
considered to be an incurable disor-
der. Pedophiles are thought to be
highly promiscuous, with each having
between 100 and 500 victims.

“While grace and forgiveness are
important, you have a duty to children
in the church,” he cautioned, adding
that other opportunities for volunteer
service exist apart from working with
minors.

Other areas Hammar advised
churches to consider as possible
sources of litigation include:

0 Incorporation. A church that is
not incorporated may face litigation
seeking damages not only from
church assets, but also from govern-
ing board members and individual
church members. Some churches, he
said, may have been incorporated
long ago, and the term for incorpora-

out anyone taking notice.

This scrlﬂtuml concept of burden
sharing is the alternative to
expensive insurance.

B People helping people.

1 Pay $300 + 20% of first $5,000.

B $122 per mo. average family
burden share.

B Assistance with maternity expenses,

members to a maximum of $600 for a
congregation of 10,000 or more,
churches may legally copy the music
of more than 1,000 publishers for
congregational use. These include the
Sunday School Board’s Genevox
Music Group, Broadman Press,
McKinney Press and Van Ness Press.
For information, call (800) 234-2446.
Another organization, Church
Music Publishers Association of
Nashville, offers a free brochure on
“The Church Musician ‘and The
Copyright Law.” To obtain a copy,
send a self-addressed, stamped enve-
lope to the association at Box 158992,
Nashville, Tenn. 37215. For $2, the
same organization will provide a list
of church music copyright holders.

tion expired after 20 or 50 years, with-

0§ Negligent supervision.

0 Clergy seduction.

I Counseling ministries and ser-
vices.

1 Basis for employee termination.

§ Wording of church deeds, rela-
tive to donated property and future
disposition or use of the property.

Tips to reduce legal threat

youth w drivers of church vehicles licensed and
_ do they have good driving records? When staff members ar
- terminated, are they treated fairly? ' »
M Policies. Does the church have written policies
_concerning certain procedures, such as who can drive church
vehicles or sign church documents? Does the church have
policies stating what should be done in emergency situations
~ or when child abuse is discovered, and are church workers/
- members aware of them? Does the church have adequate
liability insurance coverage and are there any gaps in the
coverage? : - i ‘ o
W Practices. Are church payroll records routinely
_ audited? Are church-sponsored recreational activities being

" properly supervised? Is there a plan for routine maintenance

. ofchurch vehicles?. . .. -

Church Buses

New & Used

Call Henry Headden
at :
Metrotrans Corporation
(800) 370-6180
(615)371-6180
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PEOPLE

“When you pray
and pray and pray
for so long and
you’ve done all you
can do, finally
you’re to the point
of being really

angry with God.”
Sandra Watkins, on her
grief over her son’s drug
abuse

a ~ WESTERN RECORDER M MAY 24, 1994

Christian parents find faith amid son’s drug abuse

Continued from page 1
sonality.

He told his parents that obtaining
drugs consumed him; his first
thoughts in the morning and his last
thoughts at night were of how he
would buy drugs.

Finally, Tim broke free of his ad-
diction, although temporarily. During
that time, he made a profession of
faith in Jesus Christ.

But his body’s craving for drugs
led Tim to begin the drug use again.

About two weeks before his death,
Tim’s parents realized he was in-
volved with drugs again.

“When you pray and pray and
pray for so long and you’ve done all
you can do, finally you’re to the point
of being really angry with God,” San-
dra explained. She turned her back on
God because she couldn’t understand
why the addiction continued.

“I could never treat my child the
way he was treating me,” Sandra said
she thought at the time. “I didn’t want

‘any part of God. It was a miserable

two weeks.”

But when she cried out to God in
that hotel room, none of that mattered,
she said. God’s comfort was immedi-
ate.

“The power is so strong,” she said.
“You absolutely know another person
is with you.”

Tim’s funeral was attended by a
large number of teens, including
many of his “drug friends.” Lowery
preached an evangelistic sermon at
the request of the family and called

parents and teens to a time of com-
mitment. :

Soon after Tim’s death, the family
found written in the front cover of his
Bible his salvation date and Scriptures
underlined for strength to battle his
addiction.

“We felt God saw he would not be
able to overcome his addiction and it
was God’s mercy that took him (to
heaven),” Sandra said.

- Even with that assurance, they still
questioned why the addiction hap-
pened in the first place. They have
found hope and strength in Scriptures
as they try to understand.

By studying Hebrews, Sandra said
she has learned that to become like
Christ, people have to suffer through
grief and heartache. God allowed this
tragedy so she might become more
like him, she said.

She also read 1 Peter 5:10 daily:
“And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, establish,
and strengthen you.”

“That carried me through,” she
said.

For Royce, the “be grateful for tri-
als” teachings of James 1 have be-
come real. Tim’s addiction and death
“made us grateful for brokenness. We
can speak from grace instead of about
grace,” he said.
~ The couple, who now live in Bir-
mingham and are members of the
Church at Brook Hills, said their faith
and hope in the Lord is stronger be-

cause of the experience. Had it not
happened, “We would have so much
pride in what we had done in raising
our family,” Sandra commented.
“When you’re broken, you realize
your source is the Lord.”

Throughout the ordeal, the Wat-
kinses worked to keep their home
from crumbling, cleaving to and de-
pending on the Lord and each other.

Youngest son Jim, now a student
at Baylor University, continued to
show his brother love despite Tim’s
mistreatment, Royce said. And Jim
comforted his parents by assuring
them they were not “bad parents” be-
cause of Tim’s addiction.

The family acknowledged they
made mistakes relating to Tim’s drug
abuse.

“We went through almost two
years trying to keep it a secret,” Royce
admitted. “That was the wrong thing.
You should get it out in the open and
have friends praying for you.

“We were so ashamed,” Royce
said.

“We felt we had a certain image to

‘uphold,” Sandra added, pointing out

Royce was a deacon and they worked
in the youth department at church.
She also was an administrator in the
school system.
“People had no idea what we were
going through,” she recalled.
Royce said he can’t imagine how
anyone who doesn’t have a relation-

ship with Jesus Christ can handle the -

anguish and emotions they have
faced.

Yes, they believe they will see Tim
again one day in heaven, but “you
never get to the point you don’t miss
him or think about him,” Sandra said.

When he sees boxes of memora-
bilia or his sons’ pictures in his den,

Royce thinks about the hunting and

fishing trips and other fun times they
had together, as well as the difficult
times. “I always thank God for his
grace and his protection and for how
he saw us through that ordeal,” he
said.

And they find comfort, too, in
knowing Tim’s death wasn’t in vain.

Shirley Purcell, a neighbor, said
watching the way the family handled
Tim’s death reinforced her need to be
involved with a church and to have a
closer relationship with God.

Purcell also has a young son, Jar-
rett, whom Tim befriended. As San-
dra emotionally related the story, 9-
year-old Jarrett told his mother: “Tim
died for our family. If he hadn’t died,
you would never have taken me to
Sunday school and I would never
have known Jesus.”

The Watkinses’” home has endured
quakes that could have crumbled their
structure, or at least left cracks in the
foundation. Yet they have survived
with their foundation intact and rein-
forced.

“God showed us job advance-
ments and social status really aren’t
that important,” Royce said. “The
things I was striving for can be taken
away ‘just like that.” This event in-
creased our growth and faith in God.”

Come
Join
The
Fun?

Southern Area

London First
804 West

10 a.m

Saturday, June 4

held on the grounds of

London,

Fa'm‘ily Festival

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 125
years of caring for children and you're invited to the
birthday party! There'll be food, fellowship, and live

entertainment for the entire family!

Baptist Church
Fifth Street
Kentucky
.=-2p.m.

§P, Celebmiing

For more information:

Dale Walker

(606) 864-4711

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
1-800-456-1386

With Memorial Day approach-
ing as a time for us to remember
and honor those who made the su-
preme sacrifice for our country, I
have been thinking about many of
the people who have been impor-
tant in my life who have now gone
on to be with the Lord. I realize that
I wouldn’t be the person I am today
or have had the solid foundation
that has helped me in
life without the influ-
ence of these individu-
als. I am grateful for all
that their lives have add-
ed to the richness of my
own life.

The time has passed
for me to say “thank
you” to these individu-
als personally, but one
of the ways I have found
to be a special way-of

Remembering with love

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

unis C. Mooney

But, to be completely honest, I
make memorial gifts because of
what they do for me as much as for
any other reason. Memorial gifts
are my opportunity to celebrate a
life in a meaningful way. They are
my way of extending the goodness
of the life of the person who has
now passed away. Through my
memorial gift, I feel like that per-
son is continuing to
have a positive impact
upon the world. Quite
simply, memorial gifts
are my way of cherish-
ing happy memories.

I also like to cele-
brate the lives of those
important to me who are
still living by making
honor gifts from time to
time. I know for myself,
there is no greater honor

honoring their memo-
ries is through memorial gifts to
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren. I feel good about this because
I know how these gifts are used to
help boys and girls who are hurt-
ing. I know how the gifts are used
to help young women facing crisis
pregnancies and couples wanting to
adopt. I know how these gifts help
to bridge the gaps between individ-
uals and families who benefit from
our counseling program. I know
how these gifts are used to help
young people go to college or get
their start in life.

that anyone can give me
than to help a child.
Honor gifts express so much be-
cause they allow me to say “thank
you” to special people in a way that
expresses Christ’s love and com-
passion.

As you think about those who
are special to you, think also about
helping children. I think you’ll find
this kind of giving special too.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.




Here’s Hope.

- Share Jesus Now;

‘Top 100’ Churches: Total Baptisms for 1993

Church Location  Baptisms

1. VineiGrovels. . os. Vine Grove ............. 113
2. HighVIEW .....oocooorrervrren Louisville............... 112
3. Porter Memorial ................. Lexington ................. 95
Oneidar. .. i S Onedatt e TR 95

5. Living Hope .........cooccoenees Bowling Green ......... 82
6. Ninthand O........ccco.eenees Louisville................... 73
7. Binghamtown ..................... Middlesboro............... 72
SuGlendale ..ot Bowling Green ......... 71
9. Camp Pleasant................. Frankfort ................... 66
10. Faith First............ccoovvrrrrrvnnn. Regina ..........c.oomrvrsne. 61
11. Mountain Ash ..................... Williamsburg ............ 60
12 Hardin oz lond S Dexteri:.dud.fain 59
13. Severns Valley .................... Elizabethtown ........... 58
14. Little FIOCK .........coovvvernreeenes Shepherdsville .......... 55
15. Rose Hill Missionary............ Ashland ..................... 54
Immanuel ..........c...cconerrnnes Glasgow ..........oc.ccveens 54

17. Franklin Crossroads ........... Cedli,........orevsuis 52
18: - Libetty Joua . Utmi cmis Madisonville............... 49
19. Emmanuel............c.cccccooccnn Mayfield .................... 48
20. Pleasant View ................... Waynesburg............. 47
Walnut Street ... Louisville .............cccens 47
L1131y gt e e DO Ashland .................... 47

23. Hill Top Missionary ............ Pine Knot .................. 45
Mt. EImira ............ccoeeseerennes Shepherdsville .......... 45

25. Campbellsville .................... Campbellsville .......... 43
DeHaven Memorial ............ LaGrange................... 43

27 -CaAlAy S T Glasgow ..........c..eeeenee. 42
BION 2 i Henderson ............... 42
Lone Oak First .................... Paducah .................... 42

30. Hillvue Heights ................... Bowling Green ......... 41
CedatCroek g/ 2 0t Louisville ................... 41

32 Tlotlnec " s o it Florence .............ccoo... 40
Beaton:Hill ioce..coiovaantns Somerset ................... 40

34. Oak Grove First .................. 0ak Grove ................ 39
BUCKRUN, .., o0 .o SOy Frankfort ................... 39

Church Location  Baptisms
New Hope Missionary ........ Radcliff ...................... 39
Paducah First ............cooceov.n. 1711176 | O —— 39
38. Hopkinsville Second............ Hopkinsville............... 38
Richmond First ................... Richmond ................. 38
40. Shively ........... RS Louisville ................... 37
41. KentoBOO .........cccoorsmecrurrren FIOTENCE ...vvsvvssvssisinnes 36
Sandusky Chapel................. Monticello ................. 36
Crestwood ..........coveveversonnn. Crestwood................. 36
44. Erlanger .........coooovvverrresnnnns Erlanger ..........cccooo.... 34
Hickory Grove ................... Independence ........... 34
New Bethel ........................ Benton ...................... 34
el ...\l i it CODIN <oscvasedsnson iisivser 34
Reidland..............cccoovcvvvvnnnee. Paducah ............cocccce. 34
Mt. Washington First .......... Mt. Washington ........ 34
50. Southside ...........ccoecrrrerrennee. Princeton .................. 33
Immanuel .............coooccurnnee. Erlanger .................... 33
Murray First ........occovvvvinneis Murray ..., 33
Immanuel] ............ccooeccerunnee. Covington ................. 33
Green Ridge ............ccoocvvuenn. Lewisburg ................. 33
Valley Creek ...............cc.o.... Elizabethtown............ 33
- Carlisle Avenue ................. Louisville................... 33
STABAEEWO0d.... Lo ineasriaziin Nicholasville.............. 32
Posthak™ . o snriin Russellville ................ 32
Mamon % o annn Marion...........covcveunnee 32
60. Highland ...............c.ccovvevnenn Princeton ................. 31
Clear Springs .............c........ Russell Springs.......... 31
MILErREk: ...t oo oot Stoney Fork .............. 31
Gardenside ..........c...ccooeeeen. Lexington .................. 31
Immasivel ... 00 Lexington .................. 31
North Frankfort ................. Frankfort ................... 31
SHEMON. ....cc5h00m s mad vare Radelifl...cooni 31
Bowling Green First ........... Bowling Green ......... 31
Cedar GIOVE ...........ccoisensnss Shepherdsville .......... 31
BUGGERETAL svi2bhut it Winchester ............... 30
Louisa First ...........ccocconennee. TOMiSA . e et 30

Tl

81.

87.

94.

9.

Church Location  Baptisms
Sebree First..........c..covvunee. Sebree ........coovireennecs 30
St. Matthews .............co....... Louisville.................... 30
Eastern Gate ...............eevene. Shepherdsville .......... 30
Lewisport ..........ocveeerivvennens Lewisport .................. 30
Pikeville First ...................... Pikeville .................... 30
Centialmim oo 2 Winchester ................ 30
Henderson First .................. Henderson ................ 29
JenkinsHiese?. S S Jenkins .......ocoomoneets 29
Bethels...soe s vt Berea.......oovvevivinne 29
Lawrenceburg First............. Lawrenceburg ........... 29
Calvary =" by Lexington .................. 28
Fairview ..........cooceeervenrenene Ashland ..................... 28
Hyland- .o 808000000 Henderson ................ 28
S ZHORS Ly s, West Paducah ........... 28
Bethlehem .......................... Louisville ................... 28
Walton First ...........coeevnnee Walton ..........cceconneee 28
(GT)110) | B e Crofton............ceevuee. 27
GIEENVIEW .......cvvververerennenne Florence ................... 27
New Salem .............cooevunei. London..........ccccoovuune. 27
Bellevue ..........oovevvvernvinnnn. Owensboro ............... 27
Springdale .............o.ccoueunnee. Goshen............cc..c...... 27
Immanuel ............coccoouervenne. Harrodsburg ............. 27
Coxs Creek .........oovrvvveennns Coxs Creek ............... 27
Hillerest. ot ne o Hopkinsville.............. 26
South Campbellsville ......... Campbellsville .......... 26
Coral Hill ........ccovvvvrrrrrrrnnns Glasgow ..........o..oo.en. 26
Green River ..., Cromwell .................. 26
New Salem.........cc..ooeceunenne. Coxs Creek .............. 26
Big BONE ........coovvvvrrisirsrinnnn (17 (R T 25
London First .............c....... London...................... 25
Hopewell .o s rbases Harrodsburg ............. 25
Robards Missionary ............ Robards..................... 25
BellVIEW: ... hiecosossioris dosmaen Paducah ..............co.ee. 25
Owensboro First ................. Owensboro ............... 25

Here’s Hope for Increasing Your Baptisms

Every church has the opportunity to increase its baptisms in the 94-95 year by:

1. Voting now to participate in the '95 Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now. emphasis.

2. Challenging its church members (as a minimum 10% of its S.S. enrolment) to:

A. Agree, with God’s help, to attempt to share her/his faith 60 times in 60 days
(January 9 thru March 9, 1995).

B. Agree to be trained in October 1994 in sharing his/her faith through the use of the Roman
Road booklet and/or Marked New Testaments. |

3. Agreeing also to participate in the 1995 Here’s Hope. Jesus Cares for You. Harvest Revivals
(March 12 thru September 30).
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

‘Baptists at one time had
a seminary in Covington
called the Western
Baptist Theological
Institute. Classes began
in the fall of 1845, just
months after the
organization of the
Southern Baptist
Convention. However,
disagreements between
Kentucky Baptists and
Ohio Baptists—
representative of
differences between
Northern and Southern
Baptists over slavery—
led to the school’s
demise. After several
years of legal actions,
the school’s assets were
divided between north
and south, with the
southern portion being
incorporated into
Georgetown College.
Source: “Baptists in
Kentucky, 1776-1976.”

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BAGDAD—Gregory Nimmao re-
signed as pastor of Beechridge
Church to become pastor at Huston-
ville Church.
B BOWLING GREEN—Paul Rob-
inson resigned as interim music direc-
tor at Burton Memorial Church.
B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Robinson
Creek Church called Tony Cress as
minister of youth and education.
Elkhorn Church called Shayla
Ward as summer worker with chil-
dren and deaf.
Saloma Church called John
Chowning as interim pastor.
Palestine Church called Kelly
Calmes as director of music.
B CORBIN—Central Church li-
censed J.D. Payne to the ministry
May 15.
B CYNTHIANA—Allen England
resigned as minister of education and
youth at Cynthiana Church to become
minister of education at Highland
Church in Florence, Ala.
B GEORGETOWN—Mark Pen-
nington resigned as pastor of Mallard
Point Church. His wife, Stacey, will
become chaplain at Danbury Federal
Prison for Women in Danbury, Conn.
B LEWISPORT—Lewisport Church
called Michael Hail as pastor, begin-
ning May 30. He previously served as
pastor at Kelly Church in Hopkins-
ville.
B LEXINGTON—BIll Lindsey re-
signed as minister of youth at Garden-
side Church.

Terry Keith was ordained to the
gospel ministry at Grace Church,
where he serves as minister of music.

Jonathan Chappell was ordained
to the gospel ministry at Southern
Heights Church May 8. He recently
resigned as minister of music to be-
come minister of music and education
at Seneca Church in Seneca, S.C.

B LONDON—Bald Rock Church
called Marvin Helton as pastor.

B LOUISVILLE—Highview
Church called Billy Holyfield of Hat-
tiesburg, Miss., as minister to single

~ adults.
Since October 1993, Hillcrest

Church has recorded 17 baptisms and
45 additions. Ron Towles is pastor.

Lyndon Church is offering a spe-
cial series on Sunday nights address-
ing the theme “Issues Every Family
Faces.” Remaining topics in the series
include sex abuse, May 29; domestic
violence, June 5; and divorce, June
12. All sessions begin at 6 p.m.

Yorktown Church ordained Joe
Fields, Steve Baker, Carl Alex-
ander, Leotha Shuffett, Eunice
Chism, Tammy Fields, Sue Fields,
Greta Yonts and Rhonda Thomp-
son as deacons May 22.

Eileen Campbell-Reed has been
elected to the executive board of

Southern Baptist Women in Ministry.
B OWENSBORO—Buena Vista
Church called James Spaulding, di-
rector of missions in Daviess-McLean
Association, as interim pastor.

B PADUCAH—Immanuel Church
called Steve and Nancy Cothran of
Tampa, Fla., as staff ministers; he as
associate minister; she as associate
minister to children and education.

B PERRY VILLE—Homecoming
will be celebrated at Beech Grove
Church May 29, beginning at 10:15
a.m. Lunch will be served before the
2 p.m. service.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—The chil-
dren’s choir of Bullitt Lick Church
performed “Back at the Creekbank”
May 21-22. :

CLASSIFIED ADS

AVAILABLE: Full-time pre-
school ministry director position.
Contact Bro. Rodney Burnette, Ninth
& O Baptist Church, (502) 636-5576.

FOR SALE: Bound 344-page
book (history) “Campbellsville Bap-
tist Church 1791-1991” by Dr. J.
Chester Badgett. 30 pages of photo-
graphs, pastor biographies, lay lead-
ership, ordinations, activities, mem-
bership lists for 1828, 1910, 1991.
Send $31.50 to CBC, Box 279,
Campbellsville, KY 42719, or call
(502) 789-2092.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music. Westport Baptist Church in
Oldham County. Send resumé to
Westport Baptist Church, 6415
Washington St., Westport, KY
40077. (502) 222-0745.

WANTED: Song book, “Great
Gospel Songs & Hymns.” Call (502)
538-3910, leave a message.

ANGELS: Have you had an ex-
perience with angels? Seeking first-
person accounts for future story in
Western Recorder. Call Mark Wing-
field at (502) 244-6472.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min-
ister of Grant’s Lick Baptist Church,
Campbell County, Kentucky. Send:
resumé to Search Committee, Robert
Miller, chairman, 6098 Hissem Ave.,
Alexandria, KY 41001. Phone (606)
635-7420.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake 1-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

FOR SALE: 1980 Ward/GMC
17-passenger bus. Just 35,000 miles
and $6,000. Good condition. Call
(502) 896-0302.

FOR SALE: Solid oak pews in
excellent condition. 20 pews 10'; 4
pews 9'; Lord’s supper table and pul-
pit. Call Bill Cook, (502) 526-3639.

SEEKING: Frontier Baptist
Church, Michigan, is seeking a retired
or bivocational pastor. Send resumé
to: P.O. Box 821, Hilldale, MI 49242.

VACATION: Sanibel Island,
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va-
cation rental. Pool, tennis courts,
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud-
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752.

Work program awards day

On May 3 we recognized a special group of
students at Oneida Baptist Institute—those who
have excelled in our unique work program. W.F.
“Bud” Underwood, dean of boys/work program
supervisor, presided over the chapel service. Our
dormitory deans assisted in recognizing workers
and handing out certificates. Jack Tillman, farm
- manager, gave honors to our best farm workers.

Classifications of awards for both girls and
boys included “good worker,” “outstanding
worker” and “cleanest room.”

In addition to the many students
who proudly accepted certificates in
these areas, others received special
awards as follows:

§ Most Improved: Ahson Tinsley,
‘Lisa Moon, Josh Moon, Brlan Fisher
and Clem Browning.

I Room Monitor Award Mike
Mullins.

0 Special Service: Daniel Nichols,
Allison Whittinghill, Mwabi Kaira,
Adulis Beyenne, Clem Browing, Mati
- Safi, Nathan Ewing, Josh Stanton,

A.B. Colvin

“Many times new or prospective students tell
me ‘I’ll come to your school, but I won’t go to
church and I won’t work.” It’s sad to say, but
we’ve lost some of the traditions on which this
country was founded ... . Honesty and integrity
were critical issues with our forefathers, and of
course, work .... I truly hope during this year you

have found your niche. Some of you have done
that through achieving academic excellence.
Some have enjoyed the fine arts. Others of you
have been involved in a sport in -which you’ve

THIS IS
ONEIDA

found supreme satisfaction. ... For you

young people here today whose niche

has been the work program, I want to
" say ‘Thank you.’ ...

“Work is an important part of our
Oneida heritage.

“Students who are involved in ath-
letics, band, drama or academic team
are exempt from the work program
because they spend as much time—
* sometimes more—in these activities as
they would in the work program.
There are some people who join these

Luke Gipson and David Jones.

“Most Improved” awards are given to those
students who have shown the greatest improve-
ments in job performance, attitude and the ability
to work with or lead others.

Special Service awards are given to those who
have done far more than what was required.

One of the unique aspects of our work pro-
gram is that our students do not get paid. They are
required to work in order to help keep our costs
down, to help them develop pride in a job well
done and to remind them that they must clean up
their messes—which has a tendency to make
them think before making a mess.

The following are remarks made to our stu-
dent body by Underwood:

activities just to avoid the work pro-
gram. But we feel that is all right; the important
thing is to get them involved in something con-
structive in which they can find satisfaction.”

Underwood concluded by reminding awards
recipients “We have printed Ecclesiastes 9:10 on
these certificates: “Whatever your hand finds to
do, do it with all your might.” I want to encourage
you young people that whatever it is in life that
you’re going to grab hold of, give it your best. ...
There’s a great deal of satisfaction in knowing
you’ve done something well.”

Written by W.F. “Bud” Underwood and Denise
Spencer

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“If God can’t solve your prob-
lems, you don’t need a counselor,”
was Knox County native Bill
Scott’s attitude when he came to
Clear Creek in 1980. He was so
negative about counseling he
thought anyone who sought it had
abandoned their faith. Through
classes of professor Dudley Pomer-
oy he “got an appetite for pastoral
“care.” He graduated from Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary with a degree
in pastoral care and
counseling and in June
completes a chaplain
residency at Central
Baptist Hospital in Lex-
ington.

Colleagues at Cen-
tral have nicknamed
him “Dr. Death” be-
cause anytime there’s a
death, they call him for

Equippéd for pastoral care

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill ttaker

Scott’s Clear Creek experience
raised his awareness of people
needs. “I’m no longer quick to con-
demn. I’'ll always remember Dr.
Pomery’s advice: ‘You can dis-
agree, but do it in love.””

Wilma Scott acknowledges peo-
ple who know her at Clear Creek
probably would not recognize her
now. “I would not come out of my
apartment then. Now I’m an open
person and experiencing
a whole new world. I'm
also grateful for what
counseling has meant to
my life.” She is office
manager for a Lexing-
ton psychiatrist.

The Scotts are glad
to hear Clear Creek will
be opening a counseling
center in cooperation
with Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children.

Both of them indi-

ministry. “You have to
learn to shield yourself some to
maintain stability but still be
present and show compassion,”
Scott said. His responsibilities also
include relating to families in the
cancer unit and critical surgery re-
covery. Director of Pastoral Care
Mary Harrison noted: “Bill has
been an asset to us. Since the ma-
jority of our patients are from
Southeastern Kentucky, he under-
stands the family relationships and
dynamics. He has researched and
set up support groups for cancer
patient families.”

cate their contacts with patients still
reflect society’s stigma about
someone going for counseling.
“People never think twice about
going for a broken arm, but coun-
seling is different. God can solve
our problems, but can’t he use a
born-again counselor to help?”
Scott asks. Clear Creek is glad to
have a part in equipping Christ-cen-
tered counselors and chaplains like
Bill Scott.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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~ five members to more than

~ and buggy haven
where atall.

”'*IDeoen.lber 1993
* has seen its flock

~ said the congregation recently
built a hitching post out back of
the church. :
A lean-to for tack and sad-
dle as well as a watering trough
also will appear soon, he said
Nims said he hopes the Sad-
dleites will help the congrega-
tion grow by attracting more
horse lovers to the church.
- One recent Sunday two po-
nies and a mule stood hitched
behind the church, waiting pa-
tiently in the sun for the service
inside to conclude.
Martinez said it takcs her a
little over an hour to ride from
her house on Star Route 1, cov-
ering the four-mile trek on the
back of her trusty steed Pop- -
corn. .
Travis McGuinn, _hls,Slsterv
Jessica, and Jennifer Littleton
now also ride to church each
Sunday. After sermons they
ride around in the desert brush
outside the church, chasmg .
each other. ,
 “We think of ourselvesasa
beacon in the desert,” said con-
gregation member Dave Ad-
ams. “We have a lot of love and
fellowship here.” ‘
For the children and other
riders, the Saddleites is mostly
a way to bring back old-timey
feelings, when things weren’t
as rushed and the Sunday
horseback rides to church were
akin to meditation.
And there are other reasons.
I don’t have to get car sick
anymore,” Littleton said. “Only
saddle sores.”

Chaplain fmds fast track to ministry

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)—A
shouting Baptist minister is nothing
new unless he is trying to be heard
over the roar of V-8 racing engines.

As chaplain to stock car drivers
and fans, Frank Stark says his current
job description parallels the one at his
former pastorate in Strafford, Mo.

“We’re not organized as a church,
but this is my field right here,” he
says, motioning to the pits of the Tal-
ladega Superspeedway where drivers

and mechanics prepare for a race that -

afternoon.

“We have weddings here, counsel
with the bereaved, talk with people,
listen to them, pray with them, share
their burdens and their joys,” he says.
“You do basically the same things.
It’s just that your congregation’s a lot
farther away from home.”

Drivers describe Stark as a friend
and confidant in an increasingly com-
petitive profession. Often, more than
50 racing teams with $60,000 auto-
mobiles compete for only 40 starting
positions in a race, explains Bob
Loga, president of the Automobile
Racing Club of America.

" “He always has time to stop and
talk,” says ARCA driver Loy Allen Jr.
“He’s always uplifting when you
meet him because he has such a posi-

_ tive attitude.”

Part-time driver Jim Elliott agrees.
“He’s just been a good friend and a
special person,” says Elliott, who was
married five years ago by Stark under
his tent outside turn three at Tallade-
ga. “I always want to look him up as
soon as I get to the race track so I can
shake his hand and feel good.”

Stark began hosting services for-

fans in 1982 after finding no worship
service at his first trip to a NASCAR
race. “Seeing 135,000 people with no

church, I said, ‘Here’s a tremendous

opportunity. Somebody ought to do
something.’”

Four years later, Stark became
chaplain to the racers, crews, families
and officials of ARCA, the second-
largest sanctioning body for racing,
next to NASCAR. In addition to lead-
ing a weekly worship service, Stark
also staffs the infield care center dur-
ing ARCA races.

Before the green flag drops, Stark
often shakes hands with each driver
during introductions, wishing them

oo M
“Godspeed and God’s safety.” Before
and after races, Stark roams the pits,
offering a pastor’s heart to those who
can’t get to a church on Sunday.

“We’ve had some scary moments

and some stressful times,” says Kay
Keselowski, wife of 1989 ARCA
champion Bob Keselowski. “Frank
has helped me put that in perspective
as far as putting trust in God.”
_ Stark’s sermon illustrations often
include racing analogies. At Tallade-
ga, he compares knowing about Jesus
and having faith in him to the differ-
ence between a fan knowing about
cars and a driver who gets in one and
races around the track, putting his
faith in the work of his mechanics.

Stark’s interest in racing began
when he was young. “When I was just
a small kid, dad used to take me to the
old jalopy races back home,” he re-
calls.

While a pastor in Sprmgﬁeld Mo.,
Stark often spent Friday nights with a
deacon who managed the local fair-
grounds track. In time, Stark was
asked to give the invocation before
races and to help minister to dnvers
families after wrecks.

Stark began vacationing at Tal-
ladega and other tracks, hosting wor-
ship services and Saturday night
country singings with people trained

to share their faith. .
In 1985, he left his church to begin

Raceway Ministries Inc., establishing -
a non-profit organization and becom- -

ing a Mission Service Corps volun-
teer with the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board.

His decals include a portion of
Acts 20:24, “If only I may finish the
race.” He explains, “One driver said,
‘That’s been my prayer all season.””

Raceway Ministries has attracted
the attention of others, and Stark has
trained several groups to develop sim-
ilar ministries at local tracks or on oth-
er circuits. ;

He says he wants local congrega-
tions to adopt race tracks and host the
worship services for fans because
they are better prepared to meet the
ongoing ministry needs of those they
reach. Of the 18 NASCAR ftracks, 13
now have locally led ministries to
fans, he says.

“The most difficult part is trying to
get the church to see that this is a mis-
sion field,” he reports.

And then it takes perseverance to
see race track ministries bear fruit, he
explains, since most unique ministries
take time to gain legitimacy.

“You have to build a good track
record,” Stark says. “No pun intend-
ed i '

‘Can Lady’ has done a ton of work for God

CLEVELAND, Miss. (BP)—
Frances Wong walks seven miles a
day. She likes the exercise, and along
the way she’s done a ton of work for
the Lord.

A ton (2,060 pounds) is the ap-
proximate weight of the aluminum
cans she has picked up since last May
from the streets of Cleveland, Miss.

Because of her walks, the Missis-
sippi Delta. woman has earned the ti-
tle of “Can Lady for the Lord,” a
moniker given by a neighbor child.

Not only does she help with the
town’s litter problem, for the last sev-
eral years Wong has recycled the cans
and donated the money to student
summer missions at Delta State Uni-

versity’s Baptist Student Union.

Bill Kirkpatrick, BSU director at
Delta State, reported her can money
has brought in $566 toward this year’s
BSU goal of $7,300.

“Every can I pick up, I say, ‘Lord,
this is yours,”” explained Wong, who
said sometimes people give her mon-
ey thinking perhaps she is in need.
She does wear raggedy clothes in the
winter, she said, but that’s because
she gives as much of her money as
possible to the Lord.

Wong became involved with the
BSU five years ago. She’s at the BSU
center about five hours on Wednes-
days—setting the table, running the
kitchen and mopping the floors after

the free lunch for 80 to 110 students.

“It is a blessing to see all these
young people come together in fel-
lowship and love in Jesus,” she said.

Wong feels a special affinity for
missions because she is a product of
missions herself.

Born in Louise, Miss., the daugh-
ter of Chinese immigrants, she con-
verted to Christianity in China. Her
parents had sent her to a Baptist girls’
school in Canton to learn the culture,
language and history of China.

“That’s why every December
when the Lottie Moon Offering (for
foreign missions) comes around, I
give what I can because it reached a
lost soul like me in China.”
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FAST TRACK Frank Stark
(right), chaplain to the driv-
ers, officials, mechanics ‘
and families of the Automo-
bile Racing Club of Ameri-
ca, talks with Jeremy May-
field, a former ARCA driver
who now races in the Na-
tional Association for Stock
Car Auto Racing. Stark’s
ministry is endorsed by the
Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board. (BP photo
by David Winfrey)
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New
~ Designs
for opring

The Western Recorder has six new designs ready to put some spring into your church newsletter.
And they'll still look fresh through summer, fall and winter. ,,

These ready-made designs can be customized for your church—if you publish your newsletter on
the back page of the Western Recorder. The designs are hot, but using them is so easy your church
secretary won 't break a sweat. We'll provide customized layout sheets, ready-to-use column head-
ings and as much practical advice as you need. Producing an attractive church newsletter has never
been easier!

And publishing with the Western Recorder is economical, too. We'll send your newsletter, along
with all the news, features and practical helps found in the Recorder, to every household in your
congregation for less than the cost of a postcard.
~ So call today to see which of our new spring designs fits you best. And if your church already

publishes its newsletter with the Recorder, you're welcome to try our new designs on for size as
well.

Western Recorder

Practical Resources for Christian Living

(502) 244-6470

12 WESTERN RECORDER M MAY 24, 1994




	20231118181659112
	20231118181833480

