
FOR THE RECORD 

Trustees targeted 
Cecil Sims, executive 

director of the Northwest 
Baptist Convention, has 

announced he will ask 
messengers to next 

month's Southern 
Baptist Convention 
annual meeting to 

remove the three trustee 
officers of Southwestern 

Baptist Theological 
Seminary. See page 2. 

Alcohol tax? 
Claude Witt, director of 

the Temperance League 
of Kentucky, has urged 

the General Assembly to 
help solve the state's 

budget woes by raising 
the tax on alcohol. 

See page 3. 

Family Forum . 
Should we just "live 
together" to be sure 
we're compatible for 

marriage? See page 4. 

Editorial 
Consider the incredible 
cost of religious liberty. 

See page 5. 

Candidate profiles 
The race between Jim 

Henry_ and Fred Wolfe for 
presidency of the 
Southern Baptist 

-Convention pits two 
conservatives with 

different views of the 
future against each 
other. Se.epage 6. 

Tithing tested 
Two Baptist religious 

liberty groups have 
criticized the federal 

government's desire to 
make a church return 
money a couple tithed 

before filing for 
bankruptcy. 

See page 13. 

Woman to woman 
Women in the United 
States have created a 

way to offer support for 
Bosnian rape victims. 

See page 14. 
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Crusade will 
reach -165 
countries in 
50Ianguages 

MINNEAPOLIS-Evangelist 
Billy Graham has announced plans 
for a "Global Mission" that will reach 
an estimated 165 countries around the 
world in 50 languages next year. 

Graham's simple gospel message 
will be carried · via satellite from a 
major crusade in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, March 16-18, 1995. 

Programs will be transmitted on 
various satellites orbiting Earth, in 
many cases hopping two or three 
times between satellites and Earth sta­
tions before reaching satellite dishes 
at hundreds of mission sites. 

"We have never had anything 
quite like this, when we are able to 
reach so many millions of people ev­
ery night," Graham said. 

Organizers are calling this the 
most far-reaching evangelistic out­
reach in the history of the Christian 
church. 

"The technology revolution has 
shrunk the world to a global village, 
with instant access to world news net­
works in even the most remote areas," 
Graham noted. "It is time for the 
church to utilize this technology to 
make a worldwide statement that in 
the midst of chaos; emptiness and de­
spair, there is hope in the person of 
Jesus Christ." 

The global crusade will be preced­
ed by a three-day Christian workers' 
conference that will be broadcast over_-­
the same satellite linkups as the cru­
sade: Pastors and Christian workers in 
hundreds of remote locations will be 
encouraged and trained in preparation 
for the crusade. 

News of the forthcoming crusade 
Iias drawn praise from Christian lead­
ers in numerous countries, including 
Uganda, Haiti, Rwanda and Ethiopia. 
□ See Graham crusade ... , page 18 

Rwanda missionaries planning relief work in Tanzania 
BUKOBA, Tanzania (BP)-Elev­

en of the Southern Baptist missionar­
ies who have fled the ethnic slaughter 
in Yemen are relocating to Bukoba, 
Tanzania, to work in refugee camps 
strung along the border. 

The four Kentuckians who are 
Southern Baptist missionaries to Ye­
men are not among those headed to 
the refugee camps. Ruth Ann McCo­
nnell of Hopkinsville remains at Jib la 
Baptist Hospital_ in Yemen; Leslie 
Durham of Owensboro remains in 
Cyprus temporarily; and Al and Edna . 
Lindholm have arrived in her home­
town of Cadiz for a previously 
planned furlough. 

Missionaries assigned to Rwanda 
and Tanzania missionaries, along 
with staff of the Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board and representa­
tives of the Florida Baptist Conven­
tion, are planning refugee relief ef­
forts following two survey trips to as­
sess needs. 

"It's hard to deal with the things 
we saw-the bodies floating in the 

rivers, people starving en route to the 
refugee camps, fear in the eyes of or­
phans-but not as hard as wanting to 
help and being unable to," explained 
Rwanda missionary Larry Randolph, 
who went on both survey trips. 
• Exactly what they will do remains 

unclear. 
Southern Baptist missionaries in 

Tanzania have submitted a proposal 
to the United Nations High Commis­
sion on Refugees to use educational 
and language skills of the Rwanda 
missionaries-backed up by their 
Tanzania colleagues, local pastors 
and laity. 

Jimmy Foster of Richmond, Va., 
head of the FMB' s human needs de­
partment, made an emergency trip to 
assess the situation and determine 
how Southern Baptists can financial­
ly underwrite the effort. At the same 
time, the Florida Baptist Convention, 
which already was in a partnership 
with Tanzanian Baptists, is launching 
a special offering for Rwandan refu-
0 See Rwanda missionaries ... , page 15 

BOGGED DOWN A Rwanda refugee family.and the Tanzanians they hired to ferry them 
across the Kagera River arrive on the Tanzania shore. For weeks, 2,000 to 3,000 refugees 
a day have risked the five-mile trip through the swamp infested with crocodiles, leeches 
and disease to escape tribal slaughter in their homeland. They bring everything they stiff 
own, sometimes including cattle. Often, they have to pay exorbitant fees to Tanzanian 
boatmen to ensure passage. (BP photo by Craig Bird) 
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"I genuinely 
believe the 

:decisions and 
judgments of these 

officers have not 
been in the best 

interest of the 
convention or 

seminary." 
Cecil Sims, on why he 

will ask SBC messengers 
to remove trustee 

officers at Southwestern 
Seminary 

?I?'·*(\ .. ' ' ......... -

BAPTISTS 
Messenger will ask to remove trustees 

PORTLAND, Ore.- A request to 
remove the three trustee officers at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary will be presented to mes­
sengers at next month's annual meet­
ing of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. 

Cecil Sims, executive director of 
the Northwest Baptist Convention in 
Portland, Ore., has notified SBC Pres­
ident Ed Young and others of his in­
tention to bring the motion. -

He seeks the removal of Ralph 
Pulley, a Dallas attorney; Lee Weav­
er, a Fort Worth petroleum engineer; 
and T. Bob Davis, a dentist from Dal­
las. The three were instrumental in the 
firing of Southwestern President Rus­
sell Dilday March 9. 

Sims, who is retiring this year 
from the Northwest Convention post, 
has asked Young to "please allow the 
motion to be presented to the floor 
and please do not rule me out of or­
der." 

"I have carefully researched the 
SBC constitution and bylaws and the 
charter documents of Southwestern 
Seminary," Sims said. "I can find 
nothing which would suggest the mo­
tion would be out of order." 

Sims acknowledged removing the 
three trustee leaders "will not change 
any balance of power" but will afford 
"an appropriate forum for the voice of 
dissent" at the SBC, scheduled June 
14-16 in Orlando, Fla. He also said he . 
is ngt seeking Dilday' s reinstatement. 

'.'I genuinelY, believe the decisions 
and judgments of these officers have 
not been in the best interest of the con­
vention or seminary," Sims said. 

Mark Coppenger, the SBC Execu­
tive Committee's vice president for 
public relations, said it will be 
Young's prerogative to rule on 
whether the motion is in order. Those 
who would advise the president, in­
cluding legal counsel and parliamen­
tarian, already are in conversation, 

studying "everything form Robert's 
Rules of Order to Texas law," Cop­
penger said. 

Young could not be reached for 
comment. 

SBC legal counsel iamie Jordan 
said recent precedents are being con­
sidered. Two incidents, in 1989 and 
1990, indicate the SBC has been re­
luctant to air grievances with individ­
ual trustees on the convention floor. 

In 1989, a motion to remove Mis­
sissippi physician Curtis Caine from 
the SBC Christian Life Commission 
over allegedly racist statements was 
ruled out of order. That convention 
did, however, adopt a motion by the 
committee on order of business that 
an investigation, including the legal 
ramifications of the motion, be con­
ducted and a recommendation be 
brought to the 1990 convention. 

After study, the SBC Executive 
Committee declared the issue "moot" 
since Caine completed a first term on 
the CLC at the 1990 meeting. His re­
nomination to the committee was a 
decision between the commissioner 
and the SBC's committee on nomina­
tions, they reported. Caine was in­
cluded in a slate of nominees to lead­
ership posts and elected by messen­
gers to a second term, which expires 
this year. 

In 1990, President Jerry Vines 
ruled out of order a motion calling for 
Colorado pastor Jerry Johnson's re­
moval from the board of trustees at 
Southern B11ptist Theological Semi­
nary for writing a widely circulated 
article alleging a "cover-up" of liber­
alism by the seminary's president, 
Roy Honeycutt. 

At Honeycutt' s suggestion, the 
convention voted to refer the matter 
to Southern Seminary's board of 
trustees. Johnson subsequently apol­
ogized to Honeycutt and the board 
and received a public exoneration by 
the trustees. 

"Those are the only two prece­
dents of which I'm aware," Jordan 
said. In his opinion, how the motion 
is worded when brought to the floor 
will have a lot to do with whether the 
motion is in order, but "it really 
wouldn't be appropriate for me to sec­
ond guess the chair." 

Chairman Pulley said he is sur­
prised by the motion. He said he has 
known Sims since both were students 
at Baylor University more than 40 
years ago but has not had contact with 
him "for some time." 

Sims is "free to bring any kind of 
motion he wants to," Pulley said, but 
the officers "feel the convention will 
affirm the trustee process that's been 
in motion all these years." 

In other matters related to Dilday' s 
firing: 

I The acting chairman of the pres­
idential searach committee has said 
the seminary won't have a new presi­
dent anytime soon, and the selection 
process may take as long as a year. 
Ollin Collins said there is "no way" a 
decision can be reached by the SBC's 
June meeting, as sorne have speculat­
ed. The search committee is consider­
ing eight presidential nominees and 
intends to interview four initially, 
Collins said. At this point it's a wide 
open field, he said. 

I Officials from two accrediting 
agencies visited Southwestern's cam­
pus May 23-25 to determine what re-

- sponse they will make to Dilday's fir­
ing. Bill Tolar, acting seminary presi­
dent, said he does not expect the As­
sociation of Theological Schools and 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools to place Southwestern on 
probation. 

"I did not get the impression, per­
sonally, they were going to put us on 
probation. We may be in for a nota­
tion or two." 

Based on reports from Associated 
Baptist Press and Baptist Press 
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Truett may add 4 satellites 

"I'm not falling for it, Pet.ereon. You'd do anything 
to get-out of teaching junior high Sunday i:;chooll" 
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DALLAS (ABP)-Baylor Uni­
versity, which had planned to move 
gradually into theological education, 
now says it is willing to raise by ten­
fold the number of students who can 
enroll in its George W. Truett Theo­
logical Seminary if student demand 
and financial support are there. 

Baylor's board of regents, which 
had limited this fall's inaugural class 
at Truett to 150 students, voted May 
20 to accept as many as 1,500 stu­
dents at the Waco, Texas, campus and -
possible satellite sites. 

The move would position Truett 
for an exodus of students and faculty 
expected by some observers from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in nearby Fort Worth, 
rocked by the March 9 firing of Pres­
ident Russell Dilday. 

The Baylor plan would double the 
150-student limit for the Waco cam­
pus, plus open the door for 250-300 
students on each offour satellite cam­
puses- in Dallas, Fort Worth, San 
Antonio and Houston. Classes are 
scheduled to begin in Waco in Au­
gust. 

Future expansion could continue 
beyond the borders of Texas and per-

haps into key international locations, 
said Baylor President Herbert Rey­
nolds. Reynolds said Baylor will open 
other satellite campuses "wherever 
highly capable faculty and adequate 
financial resources permit." 

The rate of expansion is contingent 
• on donor support, faculty availability 
and student interest, Reynolds said. 
To plan for this fall, he said, donor 
pledges must be in by June 20 to al­
low time for hiring faculty. 

The seminary will aim for one fac­
ulty member for every 20 students, 
using both full-time and adjunct pro­
fessors. Faculty likely will be recruit­
ed from existing schools, including 
seminaries owned by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, said Robert 
Sloan, dean of Truett Seminary. 

Reynolds discussed Truett's ex­
pansion with Dilday, Sloan reported. 
Dilday reportedly is considering con­
tinued involvement in theological ed-' 
ucation in Texas after his severance 
with Southwestern is completed. 

But since Dilday is negotiating 
with Southwestern Seminary trustees 
about terms of his severance benefits, 
"it would not be responsible" to com­
ment further, Sloan said. 
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--­GITTING READY Kevin Colon (right) of Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Missy Belcher of Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College Perk Campus in Perkinston, Miss., and Lee Stauter of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in Gautier, Miss., 
participate in a leadership development group during a training conference at the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board May 16-20. 
Eighty students from 16 states attended the special training program for Baptist Student Union presidents and leaders, sponsored by 
the board's _national student ministry department. (Photo by Jim Veneman) 

Boyce grants new degree on 20th anniversary 
LOUISVILLE- Boyce Bible 

School celebrated its 20th anniversa­
ry by awarding its first associate's 
degrees and hearing a reminder of 
why the school was started. 

Thirteen students received associ­
ate of arts degrees from the school, a 
division of Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in Louisville. Forty­
seven other students also received di­
plomas and certificates during com­
mencement exercises May 20. 

Boyce Bible School provides min­
isterial training for students who do 
not have college degrees. Seminary 
trustees approved the associate of arts 
degree program, equivalent to a jun­
ior college education, during their 
spring meeting in April. However, in 
anticipation of the program's approv­
al, students already had been taking 
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courses to fulfill requirements for the 
two-year degree. 

The school was founded in an ef­
fort to be faithful to the vision of the 
seminary's first president, James P. 
Boyce, said commencement speaker 
Duke McCall, president of Southern 
Seminary from 1951 to 1982. 

Boyce dreamed the seminary 
would train any God-called minister, 
without regard to previous academic 
preparation, McCall reported. The 
school that fulfilled Boyce's vision 
was approved by the Southern Bap­
tist Convention in 1974 and named in 
his honor. 

In his address, McCall recounted 
his call to ministry, which he received 
as he drove on a rain-slick mountain 
highway listening to a preacher·on the 
radio. 

"I owe that mountain preacher my 
career, because he faithfully pro­
claimed the message of God," McCall 
said. "His ministry changed the direc­
tion of my life. I don't know what 
God is going to do through you, but 
believe me, God is at work if you are 
a minister." 

Throughout their ministries, and 
despite whatever happens, the new 
graduates must be faithful to proclaim 
the good news of the Christian gos­
pel, McCall added. 

"There are sure a lot of ugly things 
wrong with this world," he explained. 
"But please, please get the emphasis 
on the right syllable- the good news • 

. what the gospel will do, what the 
Holy Spirit will provide, what re­
demption_ in Christ means to lost hu­
man beings." 

-------- - ·- ------ - -- -

Tax on liquor 
might help oil 
tight budget 

. By Marv Knox 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE- Liquor could 
help ease the pain of Kentucky' s bud­
get woes, Claude Witt told members 
of the General Assembly. 

Witt, executive director of the 
Temperance League of Kentucky; has 
sent a letter to state lawmakers, urg­
ing them to revise the tax on alcohol 
to reflect an increase in the state's re­
tail sales tax. 

The General Assembly will con­
vene a special session in June to draft 
a state budget. The special session is 
necessary because lawmakers failed 
to adopt a budget during their regular 
session earlier this year. 

In his letter to legislators, Witt not­
ed the tax on alcohol has not changed 
during a period when the statewide 
retail sales tax has grown by 20 per­
cent. 

The alcohol tax-currently 9 per- · 
cent of wholesale value- was set to 
calibrate with a 5 percent retail sales · 
tax, he said. But while the retail tax 
has risen to 6 percent, "the same 9 
percent tax is on th~ wholesale end of 
alcohol tax." 

In April, the wholesale beer tax 
generated $1.5 million and the whole­
sale distilled spirits tax produced an­
other $1 million in revenue for the 
state, Witt said. 

If the legislature would modify al­
cohol taxes to reflect the state's 6 per­
cent tax on retail sales, the state could 
generate at least $1 million to $2 mil­
lion in additional revenue each year, 
he calculated . 

Kentucky's tax on alcohol ranks 
near the bottom of alcohol-tax rates 
of the 50 states, Witt said. "Kentucky 
ranks 46th in state beer taxes per six -
pack, and we rank 31st of 33 (license­
required states) in taxes per gallon of 
distilled spirits." 

Witt pushed the alcohol-tax in­
crease during the General Assembly's 
regular session, but it never got off the 
ground, he said. This time around, 
with lawmakers desperate to find 
funds for state projects, he believes 
the tax's chances are better. 

"If they're really interested in rais­
ing money for state parks, this 6 per­
cent would help with funding," Witt . 
stressed. 

He also has proposed the alcohol­
tax increase to Gov. Brereton Jones, 
who has barnstormed the state on be­
half of a budget that would pump mil­
lions of dollars into Kentucky state 
parks. 

Historically, the question of alco­
hol taxes creates a division deeper 
than budget debates. Alcohol manu­
facturers and distributors see taxes as 
threats to their business. Alcohol foes 
see taxes as one way to reduce alco­
holism, drunk driving and especially 
teen drinking. 

Witt's letter to lawmakers hints at 
that aspect of the issue. His last sen­
tence states, "We should stop protect­
ing an industry that causes the physi­
cal and mental destruction that alco­
hol b!'.ings along as baggage." 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Three 1994 
Georgetown College 
graduates from Kentucky 
have received academic 
honors from the 
Kentucky Baptist school. 
Amy Cubbage, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Cubbage of Leitchfield, 
was bestowed the 
Dean's Honor Award, 
Marie Book Award, Phi 
Alpl:la Theta-Carl Fields 
Award and the award for 
the best performance in 
an upper-division 
philosophy course. John 
Patrick Hanly, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Hanly of 
Frankfort, won the • 
Dean's Honor Award, 
President's Honor 
Award, Marie Book 
Award and W.B. Jones 
Award. Jennifer Reber, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Reber of Clinton, 
received the Outstanding 
Student Leader Award 
and gave the 1994 
senior class address at 
commencement May 14. 

■ Larry Lewis, 
president of the 
Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, will 
preach at First Baptist 
Church of Brandenburg 
at 11 a.m. June 5. A 
member of the church, 
Linda Principe, is 
completing her tenure-as 
a director of the board 
this month. 

■ Correction: An article 
in last week's Recorder 
about George Barna's 
new book, "Absolute 
Confusion," contained an 
error. It should have said 
Christian churches in the 
United States collect $50 
billion annually, not $50 
million." 
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OPINION 
'Bristlecone pine' Christians 

Some time ago, an article appeared 
in Reader's Digest which described a 
most unusual tree called the bristle­
cone pine. 

These evergreens, growing in the 
western mountain regions, sometimes 

it seems almost incredible that they 
should live so long or even survive at 
all. 

The environmental "adversity," 
however, actually contributes to the 
longevity of these trees. Cells that are 

as high as · 
two or more 
miles above 
sea level, 

MINISTERlALLY SPEAKING 
produced as 
a result of 
these ad­
verse condi­

may live for thousands of years. The 
older specimens often have only a 
thin layer of bark on their trunks. 
Considering the harsh habitat of these 
trees, such as rocky areas where the 
soil is poor and precipitation is slight, 

Truth sacrificed · 
I read "Evangelicals and Catholics 

outline new cooperation" (WR, April 
5) with my mouth gapped open in dis­
belief. People have died for the truth, 
and now we sacrifice it, compromise 
it, and in the same breath claim it is an 
indication of our 

tions become densely arranged, and 
many resin canals are formed within 
the tree. Wood that is so structured 
continues to live for an extremely 
long time. 

The author of the article, Darwin 

And truth mixed with error will have 
the same effect spiritually. 

Our courts know this. The oath we 
repeat says, "I promise to tell the 
truth, the· whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help me God." Why? To 
do less could cost a man his life. 

Satan is delighted at the prospect 
of one watered­

great love for one 
another. BAPTIST FORUM down church, void 

of concrete truth 
because sinners can Ifl withhold any 

truth from my child that could result 
in his death, that would not be defined 
by worldly thinking as love. If we 
withhold truth from a man, that could 
cost him his soul. God does not call it 
love. 

We say, "Look, we agree on some 
things." Simply because we agree that 
abortion and sodomy are immoral, 
does that mean I forsake all other 
truths of the word of God? I believe 
some things Jehovah Witnesses have 
said to me, but the doctrine they bring 
is heresy. That's why fake doctrines 
are so dangerous. 

Truth mixed with error is like D­
Con, only a small portion of the com 
meal is tainted, but it's enough to kill. 

feel perfectly comfortable as mem­
bers and never come to the truth. 

CBF should go 

Joyce Paul 
Louisville 

Why does the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship halt between two opin­
ions? Why does the Fellowship say it 
is Southern Baptist while actively 
continuing to fuel the fight among 
Southern Baptists? Why the divided 
loyalty? 

The answers are easy. It's because 
the CBF is backing its own programs 
and its own liberal agenda. It's be­
cause the CBF is acting as a denomi-

A worthy model of ministry 
An overflow crowd had gathered 

for the 104th annual meeting of the 
Warren Association of Baptists. 

Vintage beams from an earlier pe-
- riod had been gracefully blended with 

the architecture of the newer sanctu­
ary. Fourth-oldest church in the asso­
ciation, Clear Fork was organized in 

retiring director of missions family, 
Frank and Joyce Dorris. 

My connection with them dates 
back to Georgetown College days, 
before their later ministry in Califor­
nia and Col, ~ado, graduation from 
Golden Gate· s.., 11.inary and Kentucky 
pastorates at Hazard, Auburn and 

1833, four years before the 
organization of the Gener­
al Association (now Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention) 
and almost 60 years before 
Warren was established as 
an association. 

I ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

Morgantown. We were 
"reconnected" when I re­
turned to Kentucky in 
1983. 

Moderator Jim Doyel 
provided flawless leader­

Their 10 years (1984-
1994) with Warren Asso­
ciation of Baptists has 
been, in my opinion, a 
textbook example of the 
best that occurs when an 
association and a director 
of missions work well to-

ship to a meeting joyfully 
punctuated by congrega­
tional singing and special 
presentations by the com­
bined choirs of Green­
wood and Clear Fork churches. 

William W. Marshall gether. 

Business matters were dispatched 
without challenge, leaving adequate 
time for a helpful doctrinal message 
by Grover Westover. 

By 8:30 p.m., the "official" portion 
of the annual meeting had ended and 
the gathering turned its attention to 
what had been uppermost in the 
hearts of those present and for which 
I had been especially invited-a time 
of affirmation and reception for their 

A strong foundation 
had been laid by their predecessors, 
Francis and Charlene Tallant. With 
excellent support, nurtured by conge­
nial leadership, Frank and Joyce pro­
vided the "spark" which makes War­
ren one of the most "alive" associa­
tions in our state. 

With research provided me by an 
active associational Woman's Mis­
sionary Union leader and long-rime 
friend, Doris Mullendore, I shared 
with the group a list of their accom-

Lambert, says, "Bristlecone pines in 
richer conditions grow faster, but die 
earlier and soon decay." The harsh­
ness of their surroundings, then, is a 
vital factor in making these trees 
strong and sturdy. 

How similar this is to the experi­
ence of Christians who become stron­
ger through their struggle with adver­
sities. 

"Let us boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces en­
durance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces 
hope" (Romans 5:3-4). 

Greg Brooks, pastor 
Immanuel Baptist Church 

Frankfort 

nation within a denomination until it 
can grow larger and more powerful. 

My own loyalty is not divided. I 
have been a Southern Baptist for 42 
years. I will never be a member of any 
church that is affiliated with the CBF. 
I will remain a Southern Baptist. 

When the contention is too sharp 
between Christians, it is better for 
them to separate than to continue a 
bitter fight that simply will not be set­
tled. That's what Paul and Barnabas 
did: "The contention was so sharp 
between them that they departed 
asunder one from the other" (Acts 
15:39). 

The only honorable and Christian 
thing for the CBF to do is to declare 
itself a new denomination and get 
completely out of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. Such a move will be 
to the glory of God. It will stop the 
fighting, and at the same time, pro­
vide an opportunity for the Fellow­
ship to be positive instead of wasting 
so much time and energy on the fight. 
It may even open the door to recon­
ciliation at some later date. 

William R. Hagan 
Taylorsville 

plishments, together with comments 
by our staff which I had solicited for 
the occasion. Those accomplishments 
are too numerous and detailed to in­
clude in this column. It took me al­
most 15 minutes of "fast reading" to 
list what I had! 

What the Dorrises accomplished 
in 10 years would take most of us 
much longer. This says much, not 
only about the Dorrises, but about 
Warren Association. As diverse as its 
churches are, they have managed to 
keep their focus on their mission to­
gether. In those 10 years, there has 
been no serious breach of the larger 
fellowship. 

Frank and Joyce "retire," not be­
cause they are 65 for, inJact, they are 
not. Neither have they "worn out their 
welcome" or made political "mis­
steps." They were urged to stay on. 
But Frank an·d Joyce are folks who 
listen to the voice of the Lord in their 
own lives-no big show; no verbosi­
ty. For them it was simple: it was time 
to leave one phase of ministry for an­
other. 

Knowing Frank and Joyce, their 
next phase of ministry will bear boun­
tiful fruit. They have been a worthy 
model of what a director of missions 
and an association can do together. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
Consider the incredible cost of religious liberty 

Liberty comes with a high pricetag. 
Take soul liberty, for example. The reason human souls are free is 

because that's _what it cost God to make us who we are. The story of 
Genesis clearly reveals God created people for conversation, relation­
ship, friendship. God could have made us like pre-programmed robots, 
with characteristics predisposed to appear friendly toward God. But a 
coerced relationship is not friendship at all. True friendship requires the 
choice to accept or reject that friendship, so God gave us individual will. 
We are not robots; we can be God's friends, but we don't have to be. So, 
soul liberty cost God absolute control over human actions and feelings. 

And that ultimately cost God even more. You see, the dark side of 
freedom is the ability to reject God. At one point or another, Adam and 
Eve and everyone down the line has made the same fateful decision to 
choose self will over God's will. In so doing, the human race traded true 
freedom-freedom unbounded through a loving relationship with the 
Creator of all that is-:-for bondage to self will, or sin. Consequently, the 
same God who created people for relationship ached to., see that relation­
ship restored-so much so that God sent Jesus to earth to restore the 
relationship that human will broke. Jesus came to liberate people from 
the shackles of their own will, from sin. But the cost of liberty went up 
immeasurably, because it cost Jesus his life. 

Religious liberty has been costly ever since. The pages of church his­
tory are splattered with the blood of martyrs. Even the Reformers 
drowned and burned Baptists' spiritual forebears. On an even larger 
scale, soldiers have bled and died to preserve freedom, freedom that en­
sures liberty of conscience and the opportunity to practice one's own 
religion freely. Throughout the centuries, others have made significant 

sacrifices as well. Missionaries, teachers, pr~aehers and ordinary layfolk 
have endured lesser persecutions to proclaim godly freedom and pass on 
the torch of liberty. 

Despite such sacrifice, many American Christians take religious lib­
erty for granted. You can understand how that has happened. It's been 
our constitutionally guaranteed birthright for two centuries. For many of 
us, it's a cultural birthright as well. We live in a society where Christian-

• ity is the professed (if p.ot practiced) norm. We're the mainstream, tempt­
ed to believe our religious hegemony will last forever. 

But America faces an erosion. of religious liberty: 
I Some people fritter away their liberty by failing to exercise it. Of 

course, they have the right to be irreligious, but that's not the point. When 
vast numbers of Americans seem to give no thought to religious values, 
one wanders if the majority would be prepared to withstand a pervasive 
challenge to religious liberty. 

I Others are willing to trade their liberty for lesser things. Churches 
that accept state money or vouchers for their schools, for example, may 
find themselves regulated by the hand that feeds them. Religious groups 
that accept government aid or favors risk external control that comes 
with the cash. 

I Still others, particularly those who sense they comprise the majority 
in their context, are willing to deny religious liberty to minorities. The 
practices of sects and "foreign" religions may seem offensive, but a 
breach of their sec;urity ultimately undermines the liberty of all religion. 

As Baptists celebrate Religious Liberty Day June 5, we would do 
well to consider the cost of religious liberty and work to preserve it. 

Marv Knox 

MADD 'extremely disappointed' with General Assembly 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

feels the 1994 Kentucky General As­
sembly was an extreme .disappoint~ 
ment. We realized loopholes existed 
in the 1991 driving-under-the-influ­
ence laws and that these loopholes 
needed to be eliminated. Drunk driv­
ing remains the most frequent violent 
crime, and the rate of al­

nately, it failed to do so. 
House Bill 33 would do away with 

the hardship license and restore a 45-
day "hard suspension" for specified 
offenders. We learned the current 
hardship license provision is greatly 
abused, primarily because of difficul­
ty in monitoring such licenses. The 

bill was defeated, 49-43. 
cohol-related injuries 
and deaths is alarming. VIEWPOINT Two other worthy 

bills never were allowed 
to clear committee. In 1992, one Ameri-

can died at the hands of a drunk driv­
er every 30 minutes, and one person 
was injured every 20 seconds. Alco­
hol-related crashes cost society $46.1 
billion, not to mention pain, suffering 
and lost quality of life. In Kentucky, 
drunk driving caused 303 deaths, and 
more than 5,142 people were injured. 

We hoped the '94 legislature 
would pass at least three efforts to 
strengthen the DUI laws. Unfortu-
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House Bill 807 involved placing 
authority to suspend the. driver's li­
cense back in the hands of the Trans­
portation Cabinet. This administrative 
license revocation would physically 
take a driver's license from a driver 
who has a blood-alcohol content of 
0.10 percent or above or who refuses 
to take breath, Qlood or urine tests. 
Placing the authority for automatic li­
cense suspension with the Transpor-

• tation Cabinet would have been a step 
in the right direction, because not all 
courts promptly suspend the licenses 
of offenders. In some cases, licenses 
are not suspended at all. 

A major problem with the present 
DUI law involves the accuracy of de­
termining whether the offense is a 
first-or subsequent offense and report­
ing this information to the Transpor­
tation Cabinet. Under the current law, 
some courts allow offenders with pri­
or offenses to receive convictions un­
der "first offense" when they should 
be convicted as repeat offenders. 

MADD is concerned that the de­
fense attorneys' lobby was given a 
strong voice in molding the 1991 leg­
islation, while MADD and other 
highway safety coalition members 
were pretty much "left out in the 
cold." Whereas MADD's interest in 
highway safety legislation_ is based 

upon public safety, we are not so sure 
about the primary concerns of some 
of those who had a major say in writ­
ing the laws. Although the general 
public's perception of the laws is that 
they were "tougher and better," expe­
rience verifies we still have major 
problems. 

MADD urges each Kentuckian to 
learn about drunk driving and com­
municate concerns with government 
leaders. We encourage Kentuckians 
to join us in a public outcry to give 
major consideration to public safety 
and the elimination of the tragedy of 
drinking and driving. With two out of 
every five of us expected to be 
touched by this tragedy, we feel it is 
in everyone's best interest to speak 
out and demand protection. 

Earl S. Bell, public policy liaison 
Kentucky MADD 

Frankfort 

Americans' 
religious liberty 
has been 
purchased by 
incredible divine 
and human 
sacrifice. It should 
not be rationed, 
traded away or 
squandered. 

Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving 
believes Kentucky 
lawmakers did the 
state a disservice 
by failing to close 
loopholes in drunk­
driving laws. 
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Botb Jim Henry and 
Fred Wolfe are 

• biblical 
inerrantists who 
say the 15-year 

struggle' to steer 
the SBC onto a 

more conservative 
course was worth 

the cost. But 
convention insiders 

say the election 
reveals a struggle 
for -,;:~ntrol. of the 

conservative 
movement . 

BAPTISTS 
SBC presidential contenders alike yet different 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. (ABP)- The 
election of a Southern Baptist Con­
vention president, which for the past 
15 years has given the SBC's conser­

-vative movement a mandate for re·-
form, will thi~ year serve as a referen­
dum on the future tone and direction 
of that movement. 

Two prominent and successful 
conservative pastors, both s·upporters 
of the SBC's rightward swing, will 
square off in the presidential election 
June 14 when the SBC annual meet­
ing comes to Orlando, Fla. 

At first blush, the contest between , 
Jim Henry of First Baptist Church of 
Orlando and Fred Wolfe of Cottage 
Hill Baptist Church in Mobile, Ala., 
seems hardly noteworthy. Both are 
biblical inerrantists who say the 15-
year struggle to steer the 15 million­
member SBC onto a more conserva­
tive course was worth the cost. 

But convention insiders say the 
election reveals a struggle for control 
of the conservative movement. 

Wolfe's supporters, who include 
most of the movement's past presi­
dents, say Southern Baptists need to 
keep the reins of the convention in the 
hands of those who have championed 
the conservative reforms. 

"I.am thankful for the conservative 
resurgence," Wolfe told the SBC Pas­
tors' Conference last year. "I make no 
apologies as one who is privileged to 
be on the inside with the leaders God 
has used to bring God back to this 
denomination." 

Henry's supporters say his elec­
tion would signal a departure from the 
tightly held control that has character­
ized the conservative leadership and 
left a bad taste in the mouths of many 
Southern Baptists. 

"We've had tight control," Henry · 

Fred Wolfe profile 

said in a recent interview. "An honest 
observation would acknowledge that. 
And among conservatives, there is a 
feeling that there was a time for that, 
but the time has passed .. .. Most Bap­
tists I talk to feel like the battle for the 
Bible is over. We must always be vig­
ilant. But the people are tired .... My 
sense is we need to move ahead." 

Those different perspectives on 
SBC politics have brought Wolfe and 
Henry into the presidential contest 
through different routes. 

Wolfe followed the well-estab­
lished protocol of recent conservative 
presidents, waiting first for the en­
couragement to run from one or more 
of the past presidents, asking other top 
leaders to pray about his decision, 
then receiving the unsolicited en­
dorsements of past presidents like 
_ Adrian Rogers, Jerry Vines, Charles 
Stanley and Bailey Smith. 

.That process has yielded a string . 
of successful conservative candidates 
and guaranteed that Baptists comitted 
to conservative reforms would be ap-

. pointed to positions of denomination­
al leadership. 

The process also left Wolfe on the 
sidelines in 1990, when conservative 
leaders turned from front-runner 
Wolfe to Morris Chapman as their 
presidential choice. 

Wolfe and three other more cen­
trist conservatives were asked to en­
dorse Chapman, who was in a tight 
contest with moderate Daniel Vestal 
in 1990. Wolfe did, under the banner 
of "broadening the tent" ofleadership 
among conservatives, and Chapman 
won. 

But critics say the broadening nev­
er took plac·e, that control of the SBC 
machinery has remained in the hands 
of a few. Meanwhile, Wolfe has 
emerged as the consensus choice of 
those few leaders this year. 

Henry says that process of presi-

) ■ Age:sd >:,, ' ,':>•.; .\i'd iah.been the inerrancy of Scrip- . 
/ 11!1. r11fijio1J;. J?~S~f.\1f_qot,tage_. lfµ~ :;; ,;Jpre, il!thougl;i ·. a Jqt 9f issues •ha Vy}{ 

·:.::~t!;}tt~:t~~ .I~:
1
~~~~

1~:.;:!1
.: \rC:'/:1;!:e:;~~%~:tsIDtt~i!•·le~rs c~1t ..... ; 

■ T~Ck record: <=;ottage Hill hat I ;wha! we have p~1:1yed and hcipeclfor 
gi;own cir4'inaticaUy duri9g Wolfe's ••· .. j~ now a reality>\ . We have upheld 
. teritiry;,Jq ~ tnenibership.of 9;000, >)carid confirmed tl;ie high view Qf\ 
Y{Qr$µip attendll.Il.¢e· §r,.;.:?oo iillc:l i. ·.scripture.''/ . 2 .•.• •• ••• .... - .. •+ . cy 
bµdget 9f$4'.77:millio:ii: y • < .... ,) < ■ Oil Russell ._ Dilday'~ firing: • 'T 
■ Coo11erative Program giving: In . liave notl\ing \vhatsoever to saf 
1993, C:::pttage Hill gave $199,681 critically about Russell Dilday. He 

.. of its/~ndesignat~d gifts of $4.2 did a fine job .in many areas. But 
tajUion, or4;7 percent.up from4.5 •···· having been in a position where.l 
. percenft~~; previ9us Y~ar . and . 1,t> _ have made decisi9n~ on the basis of 
; percenf the year before that • •• ·••·• • • , • ipformati<:>,il not known to the g~n-
■ Denominational service: Cur- eral public and then was criticized 
rently serves as chairman of the for those dec;isions, I can't criticize 
SBC Executive Committee; past the trustees. I just have to trust them 
presid~nt 9f th~ SBC l?l/:stors' Con~ to have -made the riiht deci~ion."· .• 
ferell.Cy/ ._.. ... . > •· .. . ........ , .. ... ■ Qn the Coopenrt1ve Baptist Fel• 

_ .• ~duca!ion: Univ~r~ity of South i••·.· lowship: ''I beHeve that. the people 
,Carolina #id Southw~stem Baptist .. _· in the. CBF are people who are go­
Theological Seminary. \ -··· > • _·· ... 'iilg in that direc,tion out of convicc 
■ Of "ote:Wolfe is.a popular re- .· tion. I don't judge them. But while 
vi val iillld pastors' · conference .. I qo not agree :with that direction,J •• 
pre~cTTe~ .<41d has ~e~l1-~ 1Jlentor Jo .. , re~pett th~ir rigi}ts as Christians to . 
illl estitjia.ted 100 . .vocation~lrninis" :}{lo that. However, I do not .. ~ee Cl}§ 
ters out of his church, : . .;< /< ; i as a major threat.'.' •• • } 
■ Oil the conservative movement: .' ■ Family: Ml:lrried to . Anne for37 
"While certain people have dis- years; they have two sons, Mark, 
. agreeg with this, tp~jssue has -al- ./]5; llll9 Jeffrey, 32. • ••• 

dential selection needs to be loosened. 
"I remember going to the convention 
(before 1979) when several candi­
dates were nominated," he recalled. 
" ... We need to be opening more to 
what the Holy Spirit is telling people 
to do." 

Henry is not the first conservative 
to break ranks over the presidency. 
But his nomination is viewed by some 
as the most serious evidence yet of a 
long-predicted split within conserva­
tive ranks. 

''There are serious divisions in the 
camp over all this," said Bill Leonard, 
a church historian and religion profes­
sor at Samford University. "You have 
the old guard, who are nearing retire­
ment age, and the new guard, who are 
younger and are part of the non-de­
nomi national megachurch move­
ment." 

But Wolfe and others downplay 
talk of a conservative rift. 

"I don't think there's any split," 
Wolfe said. Pointing to Atlanta pastor 
Nelson Price's unsuccesful bid 
against Ed Young in 1992, he added, 
"It's happened before." 

Bailey Smith, SBC president in 
1981 and 1982, agreed. "I do not see 
a split in the conservative effort. I 
think there is more of a corning to­
gether than there was a month ago." 

Conservatives .are coming togeth­
er around Wolfe's candidacy, _said 
Smith, an Atlanta evangelist. "I think 
Fred will win, but sure, he (Henry) 
has a chance." 

Where Henry made his mistake, 
Smith said, was in not seeking the 
counsel of conservative leaders, the 
group some critics have labeled "the 
college of cardinals." 

'The only thing that has made a lot 
of us question is that he' s not talked 
to any of us," Smith explained. "I 
think there's a sadness (among con­
servatives) that a man as good and 

Jim ~enry profile 

sweet as Jim is embroiled in this, be­
cause if he had talked to any of us 
maybe something could have been 
worked out. 

'There is this perception that he's 
running (for the office)," Smith said. 
"I would never, never have put my 
name up as a volunteer. I think that's 
the issue. But Jim Henry has called 
none of us." 

"Why should he have to?" coun­
tered J.C. Mitchell, a friend and sup­
porter of Henry's. There has been too 
much emphasis on seeking the ap­
proval of the past presidents, said 
Mitchell, a former Orlando pastor and 
member of the powerful SBC Execu-. 
tive Committee, which Wolfe chairs. 

"Many people I know have been 
disenchanted with the strong-armed 
group who seem to be in control and 
continually think they've got .to call 
all the shots," Mitchell continued. 
"For them to question Jim Henry's 

• right to run for president without 
checking with them is ridiculous 
and- I know it's a harsh word- ar­
rogant." 

Henry said he deliberately did not 
seek the endorsement or approval of 
the past presidents or anyone else be­
fore deciding to be nominated "be­
cause I did not want to be beholden to 
any group .... I wanted to be where I 
could not be maneuvered by anyone 
and could not manjpulate anyone 
else." • • • 

"The presidents, I love them, they 
are all friends of mine. I've been with 
them through the battles. But I didn't 
go to them, because I wanted to get a 
sense of the Lord leading me." 

Henry acknowledged some con­
servative leaders-whom he did not 
name-urged him to back out of the 
presidential contest. The pressure was 
"not very much," he said. "Thyy were 
very gracious and gentle and (there 
was) no threat at all." 

■ Age: 56. . )ed the church to begin a crisis 
■ P~ition;'Pastor • of First Baptist .... pregnancy center and ministry to 
Chrurch of · Orlando, · Fla., · since • teflllinated ministers. • 
1977. • • ■ On the conservative movement: 
■ Track ReGord: Under .Henry's "For some, inerrancy has become a 
leadership; the church has grown to bad word, so to speak, but I don't 
a membership of l 0,000 and an av- • , necessarily think it is. 1 think what 
erage ~\:'nday school attendance of we are looking for and have said we 
3,800 imd baptized an average of want to continue is our historic 
333 people each ·of th~ last five Baptist commitment to Scripture as 

years'. ••• • •· fully trustworthy and authoritative. 
· ■ Cooperative Program giving: You can use the words 'infallible/ 
First Baptist of Orlando has been 'inerrant' or inigh view of Scrip­
the No. l contributor to the Coop- _ .. ture' - howeyer you want to say 
erative Program thelastthree years. • it." • •• . 
Last year the church gave 14 per- ■ On Russell Dilday's firing: Hen­
cent ($894,805) of. undesignated· ry has not publicly commented on 
receipts. • • this issue but is expected to pick up 
■ Denominational service: Former - votes from messengers angered by 
trustee .of Foreign Missiori Board; th,e firing. • . • .· .· • 
seryed on SBC Peace Committee; ■ On the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
former president of SBC Pastors' 'lowship: Henry has said he wants 
Conference; former trustee of SBC io expand "the window of opportu'­
Sunday School Board. ; city'' for denomi_national service. 
■ Education: Georgetown College He would leave the door open even · 
and Ne.w Orleans Biiptift,'fheolog0 • .... to moderates who have supported 
ica!Byrilinary. < •· • • ·.. • :. the Fellowship, under certain cir a 

■ Of note: Henry is a popular •. cumstances. • ,. 
preacher for state an,d national ■ Family: Married. 34 years to 
meetipgs, as well ;is pn'cqllege and '.Jeanette; they have three grown 
semiriary, Fampuses. I-le also has children. • 
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Kentucky Baptists receive seminary degrees 

Southern 
Seminary 

Jeff Eaton 
Campbellsville 
Master of divinity 

Tim Heard 
Lexington 
Master of divinity 

Jeffrey Wayne Peck 
Bowling Green 
Master of divinity 

• William Stallard 
Danville 
Master of divinity 

Midwestern 
Seminary 

~~

,,,.···~':t•.•·. ·.:! 't• ;~ 

... , , 

Paul Sizemore 
London 
Master of divinity with 
biblical languages 

James Barnhart 
Owensboro 
Master of divinity in CE 

Marilynn Jo Ford 
Somerset 
Master of social work 

Faron Lee Knopp 
Hodgenville 
Diploma in theology 

David Eugene Preston 
Louisa 
Master of divinity in CE 

. Douglas Sturgeon 
Shepherdsville 
Diploma in theology 

Robert Carruthers 
Junction City 
Master of divinity 

--

New Orleans 
Seminary 

Gregory Steven Barr 
Shepherdsville 
Doctor of philosophy 

Rex Alan Gibson 
Owenton 
Associate of arts 

Timothy Alan Lucas 
Leitchfield 
Master of divinity 

: Drew Preston 
Danville 
Master of arts in CE 

Donna Thomas 
Louisville 
Master of church music 

Southwestern 
Seminary 

Brenda Hazell 
Lewisburg 
Doctor of education 

Terry Ray Clark 
Louisville 
Master of divinity 

Donald Austin Gullion 
Louisville 
Associate of arts 

Elizabeth Milazzotto 
Louisville 
Doctor of ministry 

i.'I" 

John Cle/Ian Purdue 
Lexington 
Master of divinity in CE 

Steven David Wells 
Murray 
Master of divinity 

l 
~ 
I' 

Stuart Collins 
Marion 
Master of divinity 

Jeff Deasy 
Franklin 
Master of divinity in CM 

Chris Gustafson 
Louisville 
Master of divinity in CE 

it'.-•--· 

Jacqueline Tracy Moore 
Elizabethtown 
Master of divinity 

Michael Lynn Rust 
Sacramento 
Master of divinity 

0 
John Mark Withers 
Lexington 
Master of divinity 

Nathan Funk 
Louisville 
Master of divinity with 
biblical languages 

Carmen Marie Hardin 
Louisville 
Master of divinity 

Edna Faye Napier 
Louisville 
Master of divinity 

':t 
Steven Ray Skaggs 
Buffalo 
Master of church music 

Julia Yuen 
Louisville 
Master of divinity 

t 
Jennifer House 
Alvaton 
Master of arts in religious 
education 

Other Kentucky Baptists 
receiving seminary 
degrees this spring, for 
whom photos were not 
available, include: 

I Walter Birch, 
Lexington, diploma, 
Boyce Bible School. 

I Robin Delynn 
Gardener, Lexington, 
master of social work, 
Southern Seminary. 

I Sharon West, 
Louisville, associate of 
arts, Boyce Bible School. 

I Glen Keith 
Menshouse, Ashland, 
doctor of ministry, 
Southeastern Seminary. 

I Carolyn Hale, 
Georgetown, master of 
divinity, Lexington 
Theological Seminary. 
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Kentucky's 
worship still 
traditional 
Continued from page 1 
evangelism." 

Churches tend to accent one of 
those three to the neglect of the oth­
ers, he explained. "We have to 
achieve a balance between the jour­
ney inward and the journey outward." 

"Worship at its core is people feel­
ing that God has spoken to and/or 
with them," Cole added. 

Christians can learn 
how to worship, but 

they also experience 
some levels of worship 
naturally, Cole -said. 
"There is a way God . 

■~ j,,{1·\<i 

m ti£::,j 
spe,~ .,p. l,!S,JJwt, »:~ S~P,~~ ;p~ th.~ on,y f: 
who is b-f1Y,9,n~ 1u~_;,vpo, .~P,~~-'.; . , . 

Yet as Christians grow; certam­
hymns or choruses, Scripture and oth­
er elements of worship have a cumu­
lative educational effect that expands 
the worship experience, he added. 

Just as people's cultural back­
grounds partially dictate their speech 
and behavior, culture profoundly in- . 
fluences worship styles, Cole ex­
plained. 

"If Southern gospel is the domi­
nant music that people in a certain 
area listen to, that's their cultural mu­
sic idiom," he said. 

And Christians worship God out 
of those same idioms, he added. 
Therefore, some people may express 
adoration to God through classical 
music sung in German or Latin, while 
others prefer banjos or guitars and 
country music. 

"God is worthy of our very best," 
Cordell said. "But who am I to say 
God loves Bach best?" 

Like the people who attend them, 
churches develop distinctive person­
alities, Cole said. "Some churches 
have a winter-style personality," 
where even the celebrative aspects of 
worship are in muted tones. These 
churches tend to emphasize structure 
and inner meditation. 

Other churches develop summer­
style personalities, Cole said. These 
are identified by bright tones and a 
heavy emphasis on praise. 

Baptists need to develop an appre­
ciation for and acceptance of the 
many styles of worship, even if they 
are not -comfortable worshiping in 
such dramatically different ways, 
Cole said. 

"Everybody doesn't have to be 
uniform," he said, noting the Apostle 
Paul described different spiritual gifts 
for the Corinthians tl;ian for the Ephe­
sians. ''To. say that one is better than 
the other is impossible." 
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Tips for changing worship styles 

.9P~f~ OldTestlinent an 
i§(4ment [e~d.ings, , •••• prL 
~yef~•<f~sp~msiy~ <readings 
~tatiX¢ sil~nce:'.½itilfg~cal··i 
•• , ,,usµ~Uy ·•• follqws. prescr 

• • : of the i::hurch ye 
i.dve11t; J;:.e11t- and ·· 

~~~;Amer~c,n ·• t 
apttsts, p<!f9p1pat, 
!worshiprin:l he / 
• i tra:dition/ Ihroug 
s such as "Amen'' ' :· . t, . :·.__ • '-~ _,,. . ' 
.d.) freach 1I, .. ,wor: 
e 'message 9f the 

.1,fsjcians: fteqµ eiltly,J 
,uftheHcilySpirit; ·they ·1 

ouf Godls workin their · 
ervices commonly ate two 
itfobte mlengt:1rThe warmt 
~llow&hipAmongworshipe 

·' ,;.: __:_ __ ._:~ ·:...1 __ 1 .. ,, , .. ... , :·· • •• ,. 

·~ngingt·~s~\ic:h's}.\\/di~hii · \ its herit;igdil1l\ , .· . < ;x ·, '/press.iC>nforthatinC>urworship?"' 
l~~t~erisi~iyity and irit~n-i .. . I .Develop a. ,\1/orship f<:>mtrµtte.e Cole said. ... .. , . , .· ... 

;pii~li!Y,i w!!tq ¥~rµon <:;ol~ a.n;q) , to provide feedback 311d ~µggestions • • , . . 'Tefrget the g roups to be • 
, im .Q9rdelfoftheKe11tucky Bl!P"' Joworship planners.'.· • . · < • .. ·•··•·•··••· •teaclied by the.church. ·, •• 

.. > tis.t Convention; • /i .· • . I Understand the educational as- • Most church growth experts 
. Yi9pfdell 'and fole, who advise pect of the process. Staff members, warn against mal<ing radical 

1 T~hlirc;hes in areas of churc,h mu&ic church leaders aild the congregation changes • in a church's worship 
f:/i, f!flfl. ,<::hursh gro~th,j:>ffer several .. should _talk openly al>Outprqppsecl sty1e, Such change may .run off 

·.• ~'i1gg,~~t.i,9µ.~J9rqhµrc:9 ,l~!lders "YtiP'< changes and act together. • •. •• cu,rrentmembers without f>ringiog · 
·.• · ' {9J e,nhan.9§, o( a1t~r ... 91~ii:i,,' • I Include the congregation on all • • i.nn~w i;neinbers. A bet~er option' 

''%~?~~~{-~~iiii1~1~i;~~~;~;;t:i:~ ' 
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Blood River _ desires to 'let the Spirit lead' in worship 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

NEW CONCORD-Worship 
leaders at Blood River Baptist Church 
in New Concord say they try to "stay 
out of God's way." 

"We have 100 percent reliance on 
the Holy Spirit," said Clint Lester, 
minister of education. "There's too 
much country in us old boys to do it 
on our own. We're not fancy, we're 
just people. We try to stay out of 
God's way and let him do the work." 

Located about 15 miles southeast 
of Murray and averaging 85 in wor­
ship, Blood River Baptist Church rep­
resents a small church with a tradi­
tional worship style, Pastor Jerry Nor­
sworthy said. • -

A traditional service of worship 
generally is informal and follows the 
same pattern every Sunday, said Nor­
sworthy, bivocational pastor at the · 
church for 16 years. That way, each 
staff person can prepare his own part 
of the service independently. 

"We don't have any formal time 
of sitting down and planning the ser­
vice," Norsworthy said. "Everybody 

• does their own thing. I have a policy 
that Gunner doesn'.t preach and I 
don't sing." , 

Gunner Nance, volunteer minister 
of music, chooses hymns and orga­
nizes the special mu.sic, which may be 
sung by a soloist or the choir. 

Although the choir does not meet 
for regular rehearsals, they do lead in 
hymn s~nging, and occasionally sing 

special music from the 1975 edition On some Wednesdays, as many as 70 
of the Baptist Hymnal. children have attended the church's 

There's usually no intentional ef- mission programs. 
fort to make the music and sermon Many who come to church 
match thematically, Norsworthy said. through the van ministry haven'.t yet 
And as for the preaching-there's no made professions of faith in Jesus 
set style: "Every week when I get Christ. But adults who need to make 
ready to work on my sermon, I say, that decision attend regularly, too, the 
'Lord, you direct me .. . .' Iletthe Spir- pastor said. 
it lead." That's why worship at Blood Riv-

Norsworthy speaks with ease and er focuses primarily on evangelism, 
authority in the pulpit, carrying his Norsworthy said: "We have lost peo­
Bible with him as he walks from side pie every Sunday. 
to side. Men in the congregation re- "So often, you don' t see people 
spond with fre- 1-...-==========----.i being saved 
quent "amens." ffi'°"?i • • II anymore. But 

_ On a typica1 J ad1t1onal here, it's not un-
Sunday, hymns ~~==========-~ common to see 
such as "At the Cross," "Footprints of two or three saved during one ser­
Jesus" and "Sweet Hour of Prayer" vice." 
are interspersed with prayer, welcome Norsworthy said Blood River has 
and announcements, a time of offer- led its association two years in total 
ing, special music, the pastor's ser- number of baptisms. In the 16 years 
mon and the invitation. Norsworthy has been pastor of the 

Laypeople assist in the service by church, he has baptized more than 
leading a prayer and helping collect 300 people. 
the offering. The bus ministry also has led to the 

The 3-year-old sanctuary, com- church's approval of informal dress, 
plete with traditional pulpit furniture, even on Sunday mornings. 
carpet and cushioned pews, was built "Some ... may not have dresses to 
almost completely by donated labor, wear," explained the pastor's wife, 
Norsworthy said. It seats 250 people. Martha Norsworthy, who plays the 

Blood River's dynamic bus minis- piano during worship. 
try deeply influences worship at the The church accepts people as they 
church, Norsworthy explained. Each are, without putting restrictions on · 
Sunday and Wednesday, volunteers them, her husband added. 
drive three vans to bring children and Blood River's close-knit, family-
teen-agers to church. ·oriented 'atmosphere emphasizes the 

The ministry mainly serves chil- inherent value of each person. 
dren from poverty-stricken families. "There are no big I's and little 

You's," Lester said. "Our people 
care" for each other like one family. 

Worshipers should leave church 
on Sunday having been "assured that 
they've been in God's presence that 
day," Norsworthy_ said. 

And worship also should be a con­
tinual reminder that "God l~ves tµem 
and cares for them regardless of who 
they are," he added. 

COUNTRY CHARM Jerry 
Norsworthy, pastor of 
Blood River Baptist Church 
in New Concord, emphasiz­
es the warmth of Christian 
fellowship in his sermons 
and in his personal interac­
tions with church members 
and visitors, both young 
and old. 

i· 

Somerset First has intentional worship but no surprises 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

SOMERSET-Worship comes as 
no surprise at First Baptist Church in 
Somerset. 

Communities harbor certain ex­
pectations of worship at·a county seat 
First Baptist church, explained Pastor 
Bob Browning. Most people natural­
ly assume, for example, that services 
will start at 11 a.m., and they have a 
generar idea about what will occur 
during the hour. 

First Baptist in Somerset doesn't 
disappoint-them. 

"There will be a call to worship, 
there will be a hymn, there will be 
prayer," explained Mark Johnston, 
the church's associate minister for 
youth. "There is not a lot of variety in 
the sequence." 

This traditional style of worship 
reflects the county seat church's,heri­
tage of 195 years of ministry and wor­
ship in the community. Browning 
said he believes people rely on the 
consistent and unfluctuating approach 
to worship they bave come to expect 
from First Baptist. 

Despite an established pattern of 
worship, the staff plans worship in­
tentionally. When they meet on Mon­
day mornings, Browning provides the 
_Scripture and sermon topic he will use 
on Sunday; then, other appropriate 
elements are chosen to complete the 
order of worship. . 

"We try to coordinate the music, 
Scripture and sermon," the pastor 
said. "We don't always have a theme, 

but we often do." heritage," which has nurtured listen- • 
Worship includes many different ing skills among the worshipers, 

expressions. Browning explained. For example, 
"Some people think worship is some members still quote the man 

only praise, ... " but it's really much who was pastor there from 1912 to 
more than that, Johnston explained. 1940. ''They're good listeners-easy 
Worship also includes self-reflection, to preach to," Browning said. 
which leads to an awareness of sin, as Staff members at First Baptist be­
well as confession and requests for lieve effective worship depends in 
guidance and peace, he said. part on worshipers' active and collec-

And people fully realize worship tive participation. 
as God responds to each of those ex- "Everything that's done is a gift 
pressions, Browning added. everyone gives to God," even though 

Music at First Baptist matches the soloists or other individuals may 
traditional atmosphere of .the entire serve as prompters, Browning said. 
service, said Larry Earhart, associate "We subscribe to Kierkegaard's 
minister for music. For example, the worship format," which views wor­
congregation is accustomed to sing- ship as a drama, the pastor explained. 

ing standard ~-~----~ .................... -""\I Soren Ki-
hymns, such as ~ • • I erkegaard, a 
" A m a z i n g \Jad1t1onal 19th century 
Grace" and • Danish theolo-
"Great Is Thy Faithfulness." gfan, described worship as a drama in 

Choruses are not sung. However, which the worshipers are the actors, 
instruments ranging from organ, harp worship leaders serve as prompters 
and trumpet to an electronic keyboard and God is the audience or recipient. 
contribute to worship at various times, While laymen and l~ywomen at 
Earhart said. Rather than limiting the times serve as prompters by reading 
types of instruments appropriate f<;>r Scripture or leading prayers, tQe staff 
worship, "we use what works for the most often fills that role. 
occasion." About 500-550 people attend the 

A pianist and organist are em- two morning worship services at First 
ployed part-time to provide music on Baptist each week. 
a weekly basis, he added. Exposed organ pipes flank the 

Browning described his preaching baptistry, which sits behind the choir 
style as "expository conversational," loft, and provide a striking backdrop 
with confessional elements. He for worship in the expansive, stately 
speaks in a gentle yet compelling sanctuary. The balcony extends 
voice, which he rarely raises when he across the back of the auditorium, 
preaches. with steps down to the front sides of 

"This church has a strong pulpit the lower level. Waxed hardwood 

) 

floors mark the wide pulpit area, 
which is mirrored in the wide but 
shallow arrangement of pews in the 
sanctuary. 

Although both morning services 
function in the same · format, they 
have distinct personalities, Browning 
explained. 

The 8:30 service, which he re­
ferred to as a type of "Baptist mass," 
includes 125-140 faithful worshipers 
who prefer a "very subdued worship" 
experience. 

One element absent from both ser­
vices at First Baptist is applause, staff 
members said. Applause tends to 
draw attention to worship prompters 
rather than focusing on God. Also, 
both corporate and private dimen­
sions of worship should be respected, 
they explained. 

"We do our best to ensure that the 
word of God is not confused with en­
tertainment," he continued. Worship 
should "focus on God," and "usher 
people into the presence of God." 

PROUD HERITAGE Larry 
Earhart (at pulpit), associ­
ate minister for music at 
First Baptist Church of 
Somerset, leads the con­
gregation in an invitation 
hymn while Pastor Bob 
Browning stands ready to 
greet parishioners. 
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Living Hope plans for spontaneity in contemporary ·wor! 

a < 

By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

BOWLING GREEN-If you mistak­
enly received the wrong week's bulletin 
at Living Hope Baptist Churcb in Bowl­
ing Green, you'd know it. 

"We don't just take last week's bulle­
tin and scratch out the hymns" to make 
changes, explained Minister of Music 
Dave Love. "Every week we start with a 
clean slate. We're not bound by any par­
ticular form." 

In fact, the worship guide in this con­
temporary atmosphere is somewhat 

sketchy-----elements such as 
the offering, a drama and 
some of the congrega­
tional singing are omit­
ted regularly. 

There's a reason for 

i'.i!lti 
. --• -

0 \;1/)i 
that, Love said. 

"It adds an air of excitement-of not 
knowing'.' that keep.s !_he congre'gation 
alert and focused, he explained. 

The congregation benefits from this 
feel of "spontaneity," Pastor Brad 
Johnson added. "It gives the Holy Spirit 
an opportunity to make a great impact." 

Johnson and Love believe when 
churches get "stuck" in a particular for-

mat, they risk sacrificing a meaningful In addition to new formats and envi­
worship experience· for form. Living ronments for worship, Living Hope of­
Hope avoids such a dilemma by drawing fers non-traditional worship through dra-
on contemporary worship styles. ma, choruses and modem music. 

"A contemporary approach to wor- While handbells and an orchestra oc-
ship reflects something new," Johnson casionally may _be played in worship, 
explained. "It uses newer songs and new- more commonly used instruments in­
er methods to worship God." elude an electronic keyboard, string bass 

As a rule of thumb for utilizing such and guitar, Love explained. 
new methods, the staff continually asks "Contemporary music gets a bum 
the question: "Does it communicate?" deal sometimes" in churches, Love said. 
They aim to communicate clearly in all But he believes "music can bridge the 
facets of worship, Johnson said. generation gap." 

"If our goal is for people to score spir- In addition to choir members who 
itually, we've got to know how to throw sing during worship, laypeople accept 
the ball in so they • leadership roles 

can connect," he w.o ODtemporar" 1· thr~ugh reading 
added. . -~ ~ I Scnpture, collect-

Johnson and ing the offering, 
Love agreed that while worship at Liv- praying and participating in dramas. 
ing Hope certainly would be considered Planning ahead is a key to effective 
"contemporary" in Kentucky, it is not as worship, Living Hope leaders agreed. 
modem as some churches in other parts "We plan about four or five weeks • 
of the country, like Willow Creek Com- out," Love said. 
munity Church near Chicago. "We believe we should offer our.best 

"We still sing some hymns, and we to God-our first fruits," Johnson add-
do use the organ," Love said. ed. That means not waiting until one 

Nevertheless, projecting words of week before a musical selection is to be 
choruses onto a large screen would leave presented to begin rehearsing it. 
little doubt that Living Hope uses mod- Offering their best also implies good 
em equipment and methods to speak rel- stewardship of the worship hour, 
evantly to people today. Johnson said. Separate worship guides 

Despite the large size of the sanctu- for technicians and worship leaders en­
ary, warmth and comfort are reflected by sure a steady flow in the service, without 
the homey appearance of the pulpit area. interruptions or lulls. 
Plants arranged symmetrically behind In the past, Love said, he would re­
the choir loft and a large Oriential-style ceive the sermon topic from Johnson, 
rug spread underneath the acrylic lectern and then "I'd do it all." But recently, the 
signal a contemporary feel to worship. staff has adopted another method for 

The absence of a modesty rail sepa- planning weekly worship. 
rating the choir loft from the pulpit area A small group has been chosen to 
adds an open feeling. The large screen plan worship jointly. Currently, the pas­
descends and rises in front of the baptist- tor, minister of music, production direca 
ry, which is framed by whi!e columns. tor, drama director and another church 

PRAISE SONG Connie Laffin, Belinda Mabry, Diant 
ing" during worship at Living Hope Baptist Chur 
format utilizes contemporary music andscar.efully , 

member meet on Mondays to brain­
storm ideas for effective worship. 

And the congregation's response has f 

been exceptionally positive, they said. 
Overflow crowds attend worship and, f 
participate eagerly. They applaud fre- f 

quently when moved by drama or music. s 
"A lot of the feedback we're get- t 

ting-----even more than 'I liked thal cho-~ 
rus,' is 'I really understand,' and 'I can s 
apply this,"' Johnson said. "And people , 
feel comfortable bringing theiF un-. , 
churched friends to worship." ( 

Johnson preaches high-applicatioll'.,, p 
sermons in a conversational manner: 

"They don't leave thinking they just 1. c 
read a commentary" without gleaning s 
any practical help for their daily life, the. •· 
pastor said. "Thirty minutes on the Je- r 
busites doesn't cut it for the person not 
sure about their job or for the parent deal- t 

Bellevue blends worship elements for seekers and ba~i1 

ALTAR CALL Pastor Bret 
Rabbe (far right) welcomes 
worshippers to register de­

cisions while Minister of 
Music Michael Smith leads 
the congregation in singing 

an invitation song. 

By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

OWENSBORO- Looking for a 
church where you can sing "All Glory, 
Laud and Honor," "Holy Ground" and 
"Just as I Am"-all in the same service 
of worship? 

Such a combination would not be un­
usual for Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Owensboro; which offers a blended wor­
ship style. 

"To me, (the blended style) would be 
the type of worship service that contains 
both the hymnal and choruses in a bal­
anced format," explained Bret Rabbe, 
Bellevue's pastor. "It also includes up~ 
to-date drama sequences along with sol­
id preaching of the word of God." 

However, something difficult to find 
at Bellevue is "dead space"-lulls in the 

10 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MAY 31, 1994 

action during the worship experience. , hour each. 
Staff members at Bellevue believe Interior brick walls form an unusual 

people in today's "high-tech" society- shape for Bellevue's sanctuary. The pul­
especially people unfamiliar with pit area forms a "V" so that it ends in a 
church- rightly expect high-quality, point at the back of the choir loft. A po­
polished, professional worship. dium and stool have replaced traditional 

Therefore, the rlli~=~~~======~ pulpit furniture, 
staff invests a great @ I' while a curtained -
deal. of effo,r~ en- jJ lended 1 ~aptistry is posi­
hancmg trad1t1onal • tloned to the left of 
forms of worship to make them appeal­
ing and relevant, said Michael Smith, the 
church's minister of music. 

Additions to traditional forms of wor­
ship include choruses, drama and new 
styles of music that are more familiar to 
most people today, staff members said. 
An electronic keyboard is used alongside 
the piano and organ. And recordings of 
jazz and other styles of Christian music 
often are played immediately before and 
after the service. 

However, these are not intended to 
"replace anything, but to enhance" what 
already is there, Smith emphasized. 

In fact, Bellevue' s staff wants to make 
clear that worship is desigred for church 
members and non-churched people alike. 
"There's no compromise for the church 
people," Smith said. 

The additions to traditional worship 
are intended to relax unchurched people 
who tend to "come in with their arms 
folded," Robbe explained. 

The church averages a combined to­
tal of 525 in its two Sunday morning 
worship services, which last -about an 

the pulpit. 
Robbe, who has been pastor of the 

church about two-and-a-half years, de­
scribed his preaching style as exegetical 
and relational-'speaking to the needs of 
the church. Since he often preaches ser_­
mon series, other elements of worship 
can be structured to support a particular 
theme. 

"Some services are very thematic," 
Robbe said. At other times, Scripture is 
used to connect various elements. 

Creativity and energy support wor­
ship preparation in important ways, 
Robbe said. 

"If we don't invest our creativity and 
energy into worship preparation and are 
bored with it ourselves, we can only as­
sume that the congregation will have the 
same experience," Robbe said. 

Smith organizes worship for each 
Sunday's 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. ser­
vices. On Mondays, he begins preparing 
a worship script that details every ele­
ment of worship, transitions between 
those elements and technicians' instruc­
tions. 

Lighting and sound technicialllr' use r 
these detailed scripts to guide their aper- s 
ation of all microphones, spotlights, 
houselights, etc. c 

And everyone who has some leader-· t; 
ship role in the service also uses the u 
script, Smith said. Lay leaders learn how tc 
to· be ready to participate-whether u 
through prayer, drama, music or collect- a 
ing the offering-without lulls. a 

Staff members are sensitive to what c 
they call "cringe moments" in worship: p 
sound feedback, lighting problems, 
"dead space" during transitiona( mo ; 11 

ments. They want to avoid any distrac- a 
tions that might hinder someone's expe- ti 
rience of the Holy Spirit, Robbe said. p 

Wednesday staff meetings allow wor- c 
ship leaders an opportunity to make final s. 
arrangements for upcoming services. • 

The response to worship can be \I 

gauged in part by the constant influx of u 
people of all ages and backgrounds, '1 

Robbe suggested. On a recent Sunday, t< 
three people over -age 70 joined the ti 
church. The next Sunday, four more peo-
ple joined-all under age 30. e 

"I just baptized a couple ... that had fi 
been married 36 years and had never at-. . F 
tended church since the day they were a 
married," Robbe continued. "Now they c 
attend every service." 

Recently, the couple approached e 
Robbe to ask, "Who is this Paul guy, v 
anyway?"-reforring to the Apostle Paul " 
of the New Testament. 1 

Bellevue is sensitive to unchurched o 



vorship style 

Mabry, Diane Steiner and Beth Strayer sing "I'll Be Believ­
Baptist Church in Bowling Green. The church's worship 
nmr:ar.eful/y orchestrated lighting. 
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ing with a rebellious teen." 
Word-of-mouth has been effective as 

an outreach tool at Living Hope. 
In 17 years, Living Hope has grown 

from a few pioneers to a combined aver­
age attendance of 1,200 in two worship 
ser\:'ices. A third morning service will 
begin in September. 

Because the church is young and not 
steeped in tradition, members have culti­
vated an openness to try new forms of 

• worship all along, explained Billy 
Compton, Living Hope's first full-time 

, pastor. 
Yet, "Our church is not about 'Do 

, choru-ses and you'll grow' or 'Use a 
screen and you'll grow,"' Johnson said. 
"The emphasis is community and con­
necting with people." • 

"We're growing because people are 
being touched by the Lord." 
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people like this couple in many ways, 
staff members said: 

I The offering is collected at the end 
of the service, after the sermon and invi­
tation. "We don't want to turn off the 
unchurched people before they even get 
to the sermon," Smith said, noting many 
unchurched people believe churches are 
always asking for money. Guests are 
asked not to give money, but to place the 
completed visitor's card in the offering 
plate. 

I The bulletin, a fold-out pamphlet, 
includes the words to several choruses, 
an outline of the day's sermon and a per­
tinent Scripture passage. Unchurched 
people likely wouldn't know how to lo­
cate the passage in the Bible, the pastor 
said. 

I Language barriers must be crossed 
when making worship accessible to the 
unchurched, Robbe said. "When we say 
'Lottie Moon,' we realize that we have 
to explain Lottie Moon in detail, every 
time." 

I Laypeople are trained to use a sev­
en-step model for helping non-Christian 
friends and acquaintances follow Christ, 
Robbe said. Also, church members are 
active in worship through greeter and 
contact teams. 

"As Southern Baptists, we talk about 
evangelism a lot, but we have a narrow 
view of it," -Robbe said. At Bellevue, 
"we've broadened that view a little bit. 
The message is the same, but the meth­
odology is different" . 

I I I 
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,. est End worship calls ·tor particina 
By~Melanie1Childers _Ab· 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-Everybody par­
ticipates irt worship at..WestEnd 
Baptist Church in Louisvill<::, said 
Pastor Dartanya Hill., . • 

Shouts of ''Arpen.,;.' "Uh-huh,'1 

;.'.Cpme ori" arid "Preach it'' put1ctu-
• ate the lively service. ' 

Whether they are • sihging in the 
fhoir, sitting-in the pews or sharing 
their testimony, members of West 
End exemplify the _ longstanding 
''call and response" heritage of the 
African-American worship tradi- ,. 
'tion. 

POWERFUL PULPIT Oartanya Hill; 'pastor of West End Baptist Church in Louisville, 
emphasizes· a point as he appeals for response to his mess;1ge. 

•• During music and preaching, 
members of the congregation offer 
spontaneous, individual endorse­
ment of the worship of God. In. this 
way, every element of the service at clapping and snapping their fingers ·defined by the staff includes several 
West End becomes participatory, as a group. They sing to lively or- sections: "We come to worship," 
Hill explained. gan and drum accompaniment. ...... / 'We give our , praise," "We do 

Hill, bi vocational pastor of the "The purpose of musiq is three~ r ci God's word,,, "We, make our com-
church for six years, expects and in- fold,>'·Hill said: "To give praise to mitment'' and "We prepare to depart 
vites such "spiritual participation" God, to affirm God's word and to for ministry." • 
from his congregation. . . encourage the people of God." And while the bulletin offers a 

;.'.Worship is dialogical,'\ht; sl!-id. \\'ith weekly reheai:sals· and reg, q. general prder for 'the flow of w9r-
"J?reachers always desire even more, ular worship participation, young ship, leaders and members feerfree 
participation than they receive. •··· people in the church learn how to fo interrupt or add to it, virtually, at 

"Some of the idea behind.this is leadworship effectively,' the pastor any time, .Hill said. 
participati9n\ ,,r . . < i< ... added. '''The'f{olySpu·ii.Jsincharge,"he 
cooperation; u1~ . • . • 1· . In explained.'.The people are·lr<I by 
agi:ee~ent ar_id .~ fr1can-Amer1can _children . . _ tp.e, SJ.?itj~iri_wot~~p.~' , _ \«·, 
umty, Hill . . ", .. , youth play s1g W1tt\tb_1s gmdehne, a person 
no.ted. "Theunderlying concept i~ if nificant ,roles 1hroughoJlt worship1 ·r may pi;-ay,or stand to give a tt!Stimo0' 

~ople are saying / amen,' they 'are leading prayers and responsive '{ ny whenever he or she feels led to 
testifying to their agreement, and readings as well as singing, he said. • do so, he added. 
tes.tifying to others of the truth be- "Music is second only to the . "At Hie same time, though, the 
ing spoken.'' ..... . , ... preaching:r at W'est End, ,m said. i; pastor, is very much in charge of 

Generally, ''the mo!e people give ••• · '1:?i;eachingi~ primariJy. instruc-?;Ji worship,'' Hill said. ''The pastor is ' 
expression to their responses to wor- tive,"he said. "Second, it is moving. the worship leader." 
ship, the more committed they ai:e," Th~ ~ord is preached -with the iri- The service begins at 10:55 a.m., 
Hill continued. . < . ". x tentthmovy pec:>pl~ towai:qapp1Jca1 •<and no one seem~J9 notice.~hen 

West End Baptist,'which is d)lal- tion/j And,· like the hy:p:ins, pi:eva~ (,n9on p~sses. !(/ 1 x ;, 
ly aligned with the Ge11eral Ass.oci- lent sermon. themes accent joy; + Usually, the service ends about 1 
ation of Baptists in Kentucky and praise and hope, Hill said. · or 1:30 p.m. Even then, members 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, S_gftspokeh jn other pontexts, - linger tc:f ~k and mingle. 
p10dels the African°Ainerican tradi~" Hill preaches (n a loud;:;,".igorous . Some approaches distinctiyeJ o 
tion of worship in other ways, too, . voice that grinds some words. as he .- West End include high visibility of 
the pastor said. These distinctives develops rhythm and momentum in women in worship, and inclusion of 
include emphasizit1g -a triurripha11t his speech. • . _, . •·J• as .. many"peoply as possible J11 lyad- , 
tone,freedomfrorristructureandthe ' When the pastor wantsto add /'•ershippositions, Hill said. · .. ,_,,;,,,, 

. . use of personal testimony. • emphasis to a statement, he presses ' While they do not speak froin'the 
Music and preaching at the his lips close to the microphone and ... main pulpit, womert direct congre­

church retain some echoes ofthe. speaks even more loudly. ,; ,.. . <gational ~it1ging at1d choral_ music, 
c.ultural struggle preyalent In,the . .Alt the while, Hill_'s¢ongrega, '!; as .welV;is ~ek.19nie visito{~;:and 
music of the spirituals, but the em- tion • reminds hiin they ai:e listening • highlight,ministry. opportunities. 
phasis is on the Lord's mercy, gra~e, by offering frequent enc<;mraging The ~hurch averages 200 in at-
salvation and goodness, he i:x:- comments. .. 0 i'. te11danct\A ministyr;,of youth ahd a 
p1ained. ,., / . 7, ,.· Howevet,Hillisnotth~pnlypet,t kl, secrefary;'.join the pastorg9t1 the 

On a typical Sunday, the congre- son a'.t W,est End likely to ~tand and :, church'.~ staff. Ma,ny voluntyers <li­
gation enthusiastically sings hymns shart: what's on his heart~. he said. rect mostof the church's ministries. 
l(ke "Since. Jesus Came Into My . Pers<>pal testirnsmy plays i:l.,sigl1,i.Q- .,. .,.·.· West:§nd's orn~tei Goth~q;style 
Heart" and t'Love Lift~p:Me." 7 -.•.,.. cant~ole in worspip. \, ]; , .••-:;: ~4nctµ~ iiqoesn't provide tfo1~ost 

However, choirs and ensemble_s F9r example; when v\\itots are t· accurate ,depiction of'the church's 
provide the majority of the singing recognized, they' are encouraged to worship style, Hill said. 
during worship. West End devotes give a: testimony of how God has .<, The lljstoricbuilging, neru:ly,100 , 
an,en~J.l'.e section of t.lJy.;~orships~r;- bless.~9 them .dµ!jng the'.fastweek. ;

6
y.ea,rs: ol1{ boasts;_ljea.~tifultiffany 

vice every week to choral musi.c. •• . Al,so, many laypeople who assist {~,stained glass windows-"some of 
"Every Sunday, we have at le~t in worship leadership share a per-., '.the best ifl the state;'' Hill said. 

three choirs sit1g," he explained, noh •.•. sonal. need or e:x:pressiorf 9f joy be- · .. ·• It foi;i:perly belopged to St Pa.ul's 
ing a childryn's, yoptli. and. aq,µlt • foie proceeding'. \ , ,·,• /,$ . Jr.f;'~Pisco,p<1J'{;hurcp, ,»"hich,m9".¢1o 
choir customarily process down the ··After the invitation, a deacon \ new facilities abo'~fthe time;W~t 
aisle to the choir loft and later sing may ~ven go to the pulpitto share ;f End's fopner building bumedin a 
in the service. .... _ .. anothet passage of Scripture on his ':i{fire. <(i_ · .. :. "·· ./k; > . 

. _ +Many . of the fi!'!~.ica.l presertt{I.- mincl.,JJiJl sai,q\ _. " ...... i ., t . tii;,I\> • •·•.• filUs,,W? the <.:?iigreg~tio°:apj~$t~ ! 
1 'tions, such . as ''KirttJesus is All," .. ,. ',· S\ifh sp9rita11~\ty in .,w;otship ,9e.jf;8;¢· w,ellJt!Jhe mo~iliturgicahatrn6- , 

sung by the qllildren 's '6lioir on-a re- • velops out of a conscim.is fffOrt to :w\i:sphere of)fbeir new home. "W ~' ve 
cent Sunday,. feature soloist~. _ keep,the service free fromtoo muc~, .::t been a:b!e/ to maintain the tldse-

St~fJ;;,~~;~r&-·:~~;;iJ $~;fjr~Jt!~~iftltmatt~!l;t orsliip:1!,!llll~i!~
1¥~;~ai,;!f~~'. 

. . :.l<:,.,»=·-»"1~ .x:.,w,.;.,=:...,,., . ..,. 
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Lexington's Central Baptist seeks dignity & warmth 

:)B I 

W1 l!Y1 
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By Melanie•Childers 
Staff Writer 

LEXINGTON-Worship at Cen­
tral Baptist Church in Lexington links 
dignity with warmth, staff members 
believe. 

Objecting to the criticism that li­
turgical worship is "cold," "formal" 
and "impersonal," the church tries 
hard to make a place for human spon­
taneity, laughter and children, said 
Minister of Music and Youth Raleigh 
Kincaid. 

"It' s formal, but the 
warmth is there," added 

Pastor Gerard Howell. 
"We're warm, human, 
caring-but with dig­
nity." 

Liturgical worship generally relies 
on prescribed forms for worship, such 
as printed readings or prayers, silence, 
observance of the liturgical year, clas­
sical music and, in some cases, adher-

• ence to the common lectionary-a list 
of Scriptures to be used in services 

' throughout the church year. 
Mainline Protestant denomina­

tions-such as Lutherans and Episco­
palians-as well as Roman Catholics 
have adopted liturgical worship. 

"Ours is a hybrid," Kincaid said of 
Central's style. "It's liturgical wor­
ship, but it's still our version." 

Visual symbols help define Cen­
tral' s worship setting. For several 
Sundays after Easter, candles on the 
communion table stood on either side 
of a ,cross draped with a cloth. Two 
banners hung on the high wall behind 
the choir loft. The centrally located 

FORMAL WORSHIP Symbolic banners 
{above) and classical music are among the 
elements of worship employed at Central 
Baptist Church in Lexington. Here, Clyde 
Beavers accompanies the choir on cello. 
The banner, used during Eastertide, says 
"Ecce Agnus Dei, " Latin for "Behold the 
Lamb of God." 
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baptistry harbors a stained-glass win­
dow behind it. 

Kincaid and Howell explained that 
worship follows the liturgical church 
calendar as much as possible, with 
particular emphases on the Advent 
and Lenten seasons. Advent is the 
four-week period preceding Christ­
mas; Lent •is the season leading to 
Easter. And while ministers at Cen­
tral don't wear liturgical robes every 
Sunday, they do wear them during 
these seasons. 

Other elements of liturgical wor­
ship at Central may be found in the 
music, prayers and use of Scripture. 

The written word of God is signif­
ic;mt enough to stand on its own, 
Howell said. For that reason, at least 
one Old Testament and one New Tes­
tament lesson are read each Sunday. 
Usually, a Psalm is read as well. 

As part of corporate worship, 
church members frequently read 
printed prayers, recite the Lord's 
Prayer and sing the "Doxology." 

Some laypeople who offer public 
prayers write them out prior to the ser­
vice. Howell also writes his prayers, 
he said, because it helps him focus on 
specific needs in the church rather 
than falling into the mode of praying 
for the same things week after week. 

Organist David Cooper studied at 
the Juilliard School in New York and 
received his doctor of musical arts 
degree from the University of Ken­
tucky in Lexington. 

The instrument he plays is a 1925 
"museum piece" that had not been 
played in 25 years until the church 
recently bought and restored it. 

Stately hymns such as "Joyful, 
Joyful We Adore Thee" and "O Love 
that Wilt Not Let Me Go" are organ­
led, Kincaid explained. "I try to give 
David the freedom to lead." 

Frequently a piano, harpsichord, 
cello or .violin also may accompany 
worship, he added. "But you would 
never hear accompaniment tracks." 

The choir provides ,;alls to wor­
ship, anthems and choral benedic­
tions. Occasionally, these may be 
sung in a language other than English. 

For example, a soloist on Easter 

Sunday sang a piece in German, ministers the prompters in the "dra­
Kincaid said. Also, a Requiem mass ma" of worship. 
in Latin was planned for May. En- Laypeople of all ages and both 
glish translations for these texts are genders join the ministerial staff fre-
printed in the bulletin. , quently as prompters at Central. 

Howell chooses Scripture passag- "We try to be inclusive," the pas-
es and topics for his sermons about a tor said, noting children, single adults 
month in advance, he said. Frequent- and families participate in worship 
ly, he chooses a text suggested by the leadership. 
Revised Common Lectionary. These leaders walk to the pulpit 

Kincaid coordinates sermon topic from their place in the congregation, 
and Scripture with music and other he added. ''This is symbolic because 
elements of the service. The two men it demonstrates how the congregation 
collaborate on larger services, he said. is the participating group." 

Worship is divided into several Worship at Central begins at 11 
sections, such as the "Service of a.m. And although a lot goes into the 
Praise," the "Service .of Meditation" hour, "we're not impulsive about get-
and the "Service of Commitment." ting out at noon," Howell said. 

"It's generally not a one-theme Radio and television may offer 
service," Howell said. For example, brief bursts of high energy without 
the service of praise may accent any lulls in the action, but such a phi-
something be- ~==========!!'!;I losophy should 
sides the topic r@ not apply to 
of Howell's J[jiturgical II worship, _Ho"Y-
message. And """"'"""""""""""",,,,,,,;;;::;;;,,,""""""""""""""""""""""""""""~ ell and Kincaid 
that's intentional. agreed. 

"We're not all on the same wave- Howell suggested the opposite. 
length" all the time, Howell said, not- With people's frantic, fast-paced life­
ing a one-theme service may not com- styles, he asked, why can't they be 
municate to everyone. afforded one quiet moment during the 

Howell preaches in a quiet voice, week-to think, to rest their minds 
maintaining a steady, unhurried pace and to pray? 
through his exegesis of the passage, "There needs to be a place for 
illustrations and fresh insights. some people to be quiet," he added. 

Kincaid explained one aspect of "We have a lot of quietness built into 
worship as the vertical communica- our services. That's planned-it's in­
tion between God and humans: 'The tentional." 
direction of worship is back-and-forth One place when the congregation 
between revelation and response." does this is during "a discipline of si- . 

But worship includes horizontal lence." After the benediction, the or­
elements as well, Howell added: ganist creates an extended pause be­
"With only the vertical; we haven't fore worshipers are dismissed with 
made contact with (other) people in the first chords of the postlude. 
the pews. The vertical and the hori- "It forces people to pause for a 
zontal both are important in worship." • moment before they burst out the . 

One worship format at Central ac- door" to another week, Kincaid said. 
cents the horizontal through a time for Howell acknowledged that many 
expressing concerns and distributing Baptists in Kentucky are not oriented 
prayer requests, Howell explained. toward a liturgical worship style or 

Staff members' understanding of the quiet formality that accompanies 
worship as a drama accent's the impor- it. But about 175 people do come each 
tance of participation in worship. Sunday, expecting to worship in just 

This model, conceptualized by the that way. 
Danish theologian Sor.en Kierkeg- "We're not a Wal-Mart church," 
aard, suggests God is the audience, Howell said. "V'(e're probably more 
the congregation the performers and like a boutique." 

,., 
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Baptist group_s oppose government on tithing case 
By Larry Chesser 
Baptist Joint Committee 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- The • 
Justice Department's contention that 
a Minnesota church should return 
more than $13,000 in tithes contrib­
uted by a couple headed for bankrupt­
cy has elicited a stern rebuttal from 
Baptist and other religious groups. 

The Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission and the Baptist 
Joint Committee joined five other 
groups May 23 in asking the 8th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals to reject the . 
argument that Bruce and Nancy 
Young were giving away creditors' 
property when they donated $13,450 
to Crystal Evangelical Free Church · 
during the 12 months before they filed 
for bankruptcy . 

The two organizations earlier 
joined a similar coalition of religious 
and civil-liberties groups siding with 
the church when it appealed a court's 
order to turn over the funds to a bank­
ruptcy trustee to help pay debts owed 
to the couple's creditors. • 

The coalition's latest friend-of­
the-court brief responds to an argu­
ment filed recently by the Justice De­
partment which· contends that the 
funds donated by the Y~mngs actual­
ly belonged to their creditors. Recov-

• , • q l ~ 

ering the funds would violate neither 
the First Amendment's free exercise 
guarantee nor the recently enacted 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
the government brief also contends. 

University of Texas Law School 
professor Douglas Laycock wrote the 
religious groups' response to the Jus­
tice Department brief. In addition to 
the CLC, the social concerns agency 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and the BJC, a religious liberty watch­
dog coalition of several national Bap­
tist bodies formerly including the 
SBC, Laycock' s brief represents the 
Christian Legal Society, the Catholic 
League for Religious and Civil 
Rights, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, the National As­
sociation of Evangelicals and the Tra­
ditional Values Coalition. 

Laycock accepts the view that re­
ligious liberty does not include the 
right to give someone else's property 
to one's church but insists that in this 
case, "the property contributed to the 
church was the property of the debt-
ors." • 

The church is offering religious 
liberty claims, which the Justice De­
partment brief rejects. The Youngs' 
free-exercise rights are not "substan-

• tially burdened," the government con­
tends, because bankruptcy law does 

Col1rt· rules fetus a person •> .. 
, • : ,_ ,•·1 l • I' · · 

SAN FRANCISCO (ABP)- The ry of sorts" because it asserts that life 
California Supreme Court has held in the womb is legally regarded in 
that a person can be convicted of mur- California as a human life. 
der for causing the death of a fetus, Abby Leibman, executive director 

. even though th_e fetus could have been of California Woman's Law Center, 
aborted legally. said the California court moved the 

The May 16 ruling, by a 6-1 ma- law "in a very troubling direction" by 
jority, will allow prosecutors to paving the way for regulation of abor­
charge a defendant with murder for tion. 

• causing a pregnant woman to miscar- Chief Justice Malcolm Lucas 
ry, even if her fetus is incapable of wrote for the majority that killing a 
surviving outside the womb. fetus can be considered murder" ... as 

The ruling will not directly affect long as the state can show the fetus 
abortion rights, which since the U.S. has progressed beyond the embryon­
Supreme Court's 1973 Roe vs. Wade ic stage of seven to eight weeks." 
ruling have been protected under con- The court ruled in a San Diego 
stitutional rights to privacy. Howev- case in which a 20-year-old man was 
er, both abortion advocates and oppo- convicted of murder for causing a 
nents monitored the case for its ruling woman to miscarry during a robbery 
on a legal definition of when life be- in March 1991. During the trial, ex­
gins. perts testified that the fetus was 22 to 

Anne Kindt, executive director of 25 weeks old and disagreed about 
the Right to Life League of Southern whether it could have survived out­
California, called the ruling "a victo- side the womb. 

Alcohol label bill dead for now 
WASHINGTON (BP)- the first 

congressional committee vote on a 
bill requiring warning messages in al­
cohol advertisements failed to occur 
May 17 when a chief Senate sponsor 
withdrew his request for action. 

A vote on the Sensible Advertis­
ing and Family Education Act, S. 674, • 
in the Senate Commerce Committee 
was canceled at the request of Sen. 
Strom Thurmond, R.-S.C., because 
"at this point in time he felt there were 
not enough votes to move the bill," 
said his press secretary, Chris Cimko. 

A poll of the committee showed an 
11-8 vote against the SAFE Act, a 
Thurmond staff member said, accord­
ing to "Food & Drink Daily." The 
cancellation effectively kills the bill 
for this year. The legislation still has 

not received a committee vote since 
its introduction in 1990. 

"Unfortunately, we have the worst 
of both worlds- not only did we lose, 
the senators who are responsible are 
able to hide because there wasn't a 
vote," said James Smith of the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion. "The failure to get a vote in the 
Commerce Committee is the result of 
going up against two major political 
forces in this town-the broadcast 
and alcohol industries. 

The chief sponsors of S. 674 are 
Paul Simon, D.-111., and Thurmond. 
The companion bill in the House of 
Representatives is H.R. 1823. Joseph 
Kennedy, D.-Mass., and Joseph Co­
nyers, D:-Mich., are _the prime spon­
sors. 

not interfere with "a debt9r' s ability 
to dispose of money or property·the 
debtor has the right to give away." 

The government also argues that 
recovery of funds from the church is 
not barred by the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act- which requires 
government to show a "compelling 
reason" to restrict religious freedom. 
In this case, the compelling interest 
served is that of "protecting the prop­
erty of others," the government's 
brief states. 

''The government's interest is not 
in protecting anyone's property, but 
in enriching unsecured creditors at the 
expense of churches," Laycock con­
tended. "The interest in enriching un­
secured creditors is not generally pur­
sued and is not compelling." 

Laycock noted that bankruptcy 
laws permit debtors to spend money 
without benefit to creditors in a host 
of ways during the year before bank­
ruptcy. If debtors spend $13,000 on 
"luxuries, travel, parties, gourmet 
food, liquor, prostitutes, casino gam­
bling or lottery tickets," Laycock 
wrote, the bankruptcy estate could not 
recover the money. 

"It is frivolous for the government 
to claim a compelling interest in pro­
hibiting religious contributions when 
it claims almost no interest in prevent-

ing irresponsible consumption," he 
stated. 

Laycock also argued that ruling for 
the church in this case would not cre­
ate a religious shelter for debtor mis­
conduct. Gifts to churches with the 
actual intent to hinder creditors still 
could be challenged, he said. 

All that is at issue in this case is 
whether churches can be forced "to 
repay contributions made in the ordi­
nary course of the free exercise of re­
ligion," Laycock stated. 

Baptist Joint Committee General 
Counsel Brent Walker said the gov­
ernment "is dead wrong" on its read-
ing of RFRA. _ -

"If invading the collectio_n plate to 
take a tithe already dedicated to God's 
kingdom doesn't 'substantially bur­
den'. free exercise, I don't know what 
does," Walker said. "And the state 
hardly has a compelling interest in 
compensating unsecured creditors 
when the loophole-ridden bankruptcy 
code routinely exempts other proper-
ty" that could satisfy debts. , 

The government's view fails to 
appreciate the importance of tithing to 
religious . Americans, Walker said. 
"It's not just a way to keep the lights 
on in the church house," he said. "If's 
nothing less than an act of religious 
worship." 
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"If invading the 
collection plate to 
take a tithe 
already dedicated 
to God's kingdom 
doesn't 
'substantially 
burden' free 
exercise, I don't 
know what does." 
Brent Walker, general 
counsel tor the Baptist 
Joint Committee 
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U.S. women seek to com1o·rt·eosnian rape victims 
How to help: 

To participate in the 
Women for Women in 

Bosnia program, write to 
Zainab Salbi at Box 

9733, Alexandria, Va. 
22304 or call the 

organization at (703) 
519-1730. 

W ASIDNGTON (RNS)-An es­
timated 60,000 women have been 
systematically raped, many forcibly 
impregnated, during the brutal war in 
the former Yugoslavia, but a newly 
formed interfaith group on U.S. soil 
is trying to provide comfort from afar. 

Women for Women in Bosnia, 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., 
is busy putting faces on the numbing 
statistics coming out of Bosnia, be­
lieving that an exchange of photo­
graphs and letters between rape vic­
tims and Americans can help begin 
the healing process. 

WWB matches victims with 
American sponsors. Photographs and 
letter get swapped, making·personal a 
connection that will continue, month 
after month, as women in a shattered 
land-numbly go through the motions 
of getting on with their brutalized 
lives. 

"The first woman I met had been 
held in a rape camp for nearly nine 
months," said Zainab Salbi, the fiery 
24-year-old Iraqi-American woman 
who founded the organization, 3:s she 
described her trip to a Croatian refu­
gee camp. 

"She had to serve the troops naked 
and cook naked. Eventually, of 
course, she became pregnant. 

"They usually release women in 
the late stages of pregnancy. She was 
raped up to eight-and-a-half months 
and then released. She gave birth to a 
daughter, who died after two months. 

"When I met this woman in the 
camps she was so depressed. She re­
fused to eat or to speak, or even to cry. 
Her husband, who had been missing 
in the war, escaped and returned, but 
she couldn't even bring herself to go 
back to him. I think I understand 
why." _ 

American-Bosnian pairs exchange 
letter every month. Along with their 
letters, American women send $20 
which ,is converted to local currency 
and hand-delivered by American 
nurse Judy Darnel, stationed in 
Zagreb, Croatia. 

Women in the former Yugoslavia 
have been permanently changed, ac­
cording to Inga Basic, an 18-year-old 
Bosnian who escaped with a few fam­
ily members four months ago. 

"Women are depressed. They are 
smoking. In some ways a woman can­
not control herself," she said in a tele­
phone interview from her new home 
in Philadelphia. "Even if this war 
stops, how will she continue life?" • 

Noting that so many women have -
• lost their husbands, brothers and par-

ents, Basic asked, "Who will give her 
room, and food? How will she live 
alone?" 

"Women- as do the men and chil­
dren- have mental problems as a re­
sult of living in the situation of war," 
said Arnra Sinanovic McCormick of 
the Bosnian Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. 

McCormick was a lawyer in Sara-
-jevo before she and her American 
ecologist husband fled what she de­
scribed as the "constant snipers, 
bombings, no food, no water, no elec­
tricity" last August. She now works 
as a translator of letters for WWB. 

Shame and fear is palpable among 
women in the former Yugoslavia, 
said Basic. She recalled going to a ref­
ugee camp in Split, where she met 
with two or three rape victims. 

"I was shamed. I didn't know what 
to say to them: And they were 
shamed. We were talking about sim­
ple things- how old they are, what's 
been happening. But you could see by 
how they moved that they are afraid. 
They are really, really afraid." 

It is hard to believe, said Basic, that 
in the shadow of Nazi Germany Serbs 
are using concentration camps and 
rape camps to wipe out people who 
speak the same language but with a 

different accent. 
"I know about Hitler and this 'eth­

nic cleansing' but I never actually 
knew anybody who saw that," said 
Basic. "But my friends go around, 
and if they can get into the camps they 
take pictures, and they come back 
with stories, and it is true. They see 
20 people sharing one piece of bread, 
soldiers giving them water once ev­
ery three days." 

"They (the soldiers) will make a 
son to rape his mother, make a father 
to rape his daughter. People say they 
want to die. They.don't want to even _ 
remember these things." 

Basic spent her teen-age years in a 
war zone with no school or clothing, 
living amid 3 a.m. police raids and 
water shortages. She got to the U.S. 
through the help of an American 
sponsor and now lives with her moth­
er and younger sister and brother, 
studying in the 11th grade of a Phila­
delphia-area high school and translat­
ing letters for WWB. 

"It is amazing the kind of response 
we have gotten," said Salbi, who cre­
ated WWB with her husband in June. 
"People feel so helpless when they 
see what is happening in the news, 
and they tell us, 'Now there is some­
thing I can do."' 

ANNUITY BOARD SUNDAY,·JUNE.26 
4,6i5 retired ministers or 
their widows receive annuity 
benefits of $100 or less. 168 of 
these live in Kentucky. 

525 in the nation are on Relief. 
Average age is 78. Average total 
monthly income is $586. Aver­
age monthly expenses are $719. 
Their needs can't wait! The 
Annuity Board provided them 
$191 ,693 in the first quarter. 
About half the Relief recipients 
get no monthly retirement benefit 
because they never enrolled in the 
Church Annuity Plan. 

1,389 annuitants with the 
lowest monthly benefits receive 
an extra $50-a month from the 
Adopt An Annuitant fund . . 

Sources of Money for Those 
in Need 
• Cooperative Program (from 

the SBC) 
• Retired Ministers' Support 

Fund (from designated or 
direct gifts) 

• Adopt An Annuitant (from 
designated or direct gifts) 

Pray for these people in need. 
Is God leading you to do more than pray? 

SBC approved Program Statement: " . .. Present, as needed, information on ministers' relief 

through the Southern Baptist and state convention publications." 
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Rwanda missionaries plan relief work. 
Continued from page 1 
gees. 

The proposal the Southern Bap­
tists submitted to the U.N. refugee 
commission offers assistance in: 

I Staffing and funding a supple­
mental feeding prognµn for "vulnera­

. ble groups" such as orphans, the eld­
erly, widows and handicapped. 

I Supplying water purification 
units for clinics, hospitals and supple- -
mental feeding sites. 

I Supplying the services of a vet­
erinarian, a nurse and a social worker 
(all Rwanda missionaries). 

I Taking census of the refugees 
and helping reunite scattered families. 

I Providing utensils such as dish­
es, basins and hoes. 

I Distributing supplementary 
packets ( coined "Baptist bags") of 
basic personal hygiene and dietary 
products and other articles to make 
the refugees feel more like individu­
als instead of just a number to be fed 
and housed. 

"Even if we're not allowed in the 
camps, we still intend to do ministry," 
said John Crews, who coordinates 
human needs for Tanzania missionar­
ies. "We can pass out 'Baptist bags' 
and offer counseling inside or outside 
the camps. 

"We also want to set up worship 

centers where missionaries and Tan­
zanian pastors can preach and witness 
and operate recreational programs, 
show videos and teach literacy and 
nutrition," he said. "With the vast 
needs, it will b~ a matter of deciding 
how to use the people and resources 
available." 

Southern Baptists who want to 
help make a difference "can continue 
to pray for the Rwandan people and 
they can provide financial support for 
hunger and general relief," said John 
Faulkner, FMB administrator for 
eastern and southern Africa. • 

'The FMB is ready to. commit as 
many budgeted funds as we are able, 
but much of the basic cost will be 
borne by the relief budget, . which is 
funded by special gifts from Southern 
Baptists who care about what's hap­
pening to people half a world away 
from them." 

Most of the world's attention is 
focused on Nagara, Tanzania, which 
almost overnight became "the 
world's largest refugee camp" when 
250,000 people fled the slaughter in 
Rwanda. 

But Southern Baptists also are 
looking at four camps north of Naga­
ra where 75,000 homeless, frightened 
and disheartened refugees have 
sought refuge. 
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Celebrating 80 Years 
of Mission and Ministry 

PARR'S REST, INC. 
Louisville, Kentucky 

A Personal Care Home for Elderly Ladies 

Offering: 
'i Private Rooms 
'i Pleasant Living Environment 
'i A Caring Staff 24 Hours a Day 
'i Nutritious Meals and Snacks 
'i Spiritual Enrichment 
'i Creative Activities 

Eligibility Requirements of Applicants 
'i A female resident of Kentucky 
'i 55 years of age or older 
'i Ambulatory 
'i Non-smoker, no alcoholic 

beverages 
'i Able to meet state guidelines for 

Personal Care 

Life at Parr's Rest is enriched by such amenities as large living rooms, sunny 
porches, landscaped grounds and a stunning courtyard, a cheerful dining 
room-all in a tum-of-the-century mansion located in,a park-like setting. 

Policy Statement 
Parr's Rest, Inc. is a Baptist­
Managed, non-profit, non-sectarian, 
private home for elderly ladies. 
Admission is without regard to race, 
creed, color or national origin. Parr's 
Rest is not a nursing home and does 
not accept applicants who require 
skU!ed or Intermediate nursing care. 

Parr's Rest, Inc. admits elderly 
ladies on Kentucky State Assistance 
or Private Pay. 

For Further Information call or 
write: 
Admissions 
Parr's Rest, Inc. 
969 Cherokee Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40204 
Phone (502) 451-5440 
Fax (502) 459.5455 
Charles L. "Larry" Smith, 
Administrator 
Barbara Schmitt, Director of Nursing 

HEAVY LADEN Bowed down by her child 
and the physical and emotional strain of the 
past month, this Rwandan woman plods 
through a refugee camp toward a tiny 
thatched hut protected only by a piece of 
bright blue plastic. Southern Baptist relief 
workers hope to help some orthe most 
vulnerable refugees-widows, the handi­
capped and orphans-with supplementa­
ry food supplies and other aid. (BP photo 
by Craig Bird) 

1J!'J;;'f.'~{:',:J:','~,'!Jv"!,~•rtlen 
expe,islve insurance. 

■ People helping people. 
■ Pay $300 + 20% of first $5,000. 
■ $122 per mo. average family 

burden share. 
■ Assistance with maternity e.,penses. 

Call All Saints 
1-800-259-0095 
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BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS 

■ University to offer divinity degree. Hardin­
Simmons University, a Baptist school in Abilene, 
Texas, will begin offering a master of divinity de­
gree in the fall of 1995, President Lanny Hall an­
nounced May 19. The master of divinity degree 
is the basic theology degree offered by seminar- · 
ies. 

■ Bruster takes Fellowship post. Bill Bruster has 
resigned as pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Abilene, Texas, to become the new western re­
gion coordinator for the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship. Bruster, 54, will be a liaison for the Fel­
lowship in Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Louisi­
ana, Arkansas, Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona 
and California. • 

■ Henry's father dies. James W. Henry, the 76-
year-old father of Orlando, Fla., pastor Jim Hen­
ry, died in Nashville May 22 due to complications 
after heart surgery. Funeral services were held 
May 25 in Nashville. The younger Henry is a can­
didate for Southern Baptist Convention president 
this year. 

■ Former trustee. guilty. James Reimer, who 
served as a trustee of Midwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary until last year and served in 
1991 as a teller at the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion annual meeting, was sentenced to two years' 
probation and 100 hours of community service 
after confessing in federal court to two counts of 
understating his income on tax returns. He also 
has been ordered to pay back taxes, interest and 
penalties totalling $92,000. Reimer has resigned 
as pastor of Second Baptist Church of Springfield, 
Mo., "to minimize hurt to the church," he said. 

■ Kentuckian to Central Seminary. Gayla Sher-

man, former director of annual giving at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
has been named vice president for development 
and public relations at Central Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Kansas City, Kan. Trustees of the 
seminary, affiliated with American Baptist 
Churches USA, also have declared the seminary 
"in full support" of the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship. The seminary will offer students from 
Fellowship-supporting churches the same tuition 
rate as American Baptist Churches students. 

■ Church recreation gets the axe. The Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board will eliminate its 
church recreation department in an ongoing reor­
ganization. The board will continue to offer 
church recreation resources on a more limited 
basis through another department, officials said. 
Ten of the board's 13 church recreation positions 
reportedly will be eliminated over the next five 
months. Also, the board will cease publication of 
"Church Recreation Magazine." 

■ Summer missions memories sought. The 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board is seeking 
stories, photos and statistics from people who 
have served as HMB-appointed student summer 
missionaries. The materials will be used in a 50-
year review of the program next year. Contact 
Sc~tt Hudgins at the -HMB, 1350 Spring St. NW, 
Atlanta, Ga. 30367. 

■ Hill retiring. Leonard Hill, longtime managing 
editor of the "Baptist Program," will retire from 
the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Com­
mittee Sept. 1. Hill, who also has served as assis­
tant convention manager or convention manager 
for 36 SBC annual meetings, has worked with the 
Executive Committee since 1958. 

Come 
Join 
The 
r:un! 
Southern Area Family Festival 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 125 

years of caring for children and you're invited to the 
birthday party! There'll be food, fellowship, and live 

entertainment for the entire family! 

Saturday, June 4 
held on the grounds of 

London First Baptist Church 
804 West Fifth Street • 

London, Kentucky 
10 a.m. ". 2 p.m. 

Celebra+ffltt 

12K' 
Y~ofLove 
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For more information: 
Dale Walker 
(606) 864-4711 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
1-800-456-1336 

Seminary trustee chastises 
SBC leaders for being silent 

WATAUGA, Texas (ABP)- A 
trustee of Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary says he and his fel­
low trustees have felt abandoned by 
the Southern Baptist Convention's 
conservative leaders after carrying out 
their wishes in firing seminary Presi­
dent Russell Dilday. 

In a letter to eight key figures in 
the conservative movement- includ­
ing six former SBC presidents- Tex­
as trustee Ollin Collins complains 
about their "strange silence" since the 
March 9 firing. 

"I say strange silence because it 
just seems strange that when we final­
ly did what you men had been lead­
ing us to do, and saying needed to be 
done for some 10 years now, and yet 
once it was done it was as though we 
had leprosy and nobody wanted to 
touch us or be associated with us," 
wrote Collins, acting chairman of the 
committee seeking Dilday' s replace­
ment. 

"We really feel like we have been 
hi.Ing out and left by our self and no­
body that we have respected has 
stepped forward" to show support, he 
wrote. 

The May 9 letter was sent to 
former SBC presidents Jimmy Drap­
er of Nashville, Adrian Rogers of 
Memphis, Tenn. , Bailey Smith and 
Charles Stanley of Atlanta, Jerry 
Vines of Jacksonville, Fla. , current 
President Ed Young of Houston, and 
prominent pastors Homer Lindsay of 

Praise your children 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for 

Children's Center for Indepen­
dence and Spring Meadows Chil­
dren's Homes have just recently 
held awards banquets at which they 
recognized young people for their 
various achievements during the 
school year. Glen Dale Children's 
Home's banquet is corning up. 

One of the things that strikes me 

Jacksonville and James Merritt of 
Snellville, Ga. Copies were sent to 
trustees. 

Collins urged the leaders to speak . 
out in defense of the trustee action. 

"I truly feel that because of the 
lack of this type of leadership by any 
high-profile conservative pastor, that 
our conservative constituency is frag­
menting," said Collins, pastor of Har­
vest Baptist Church in Watauga, just 
north of Fort Worth, where South­
western Seminary is located. 

"I would urge you on behalf of my 
fellow trustees to prayerfully consid­
er making some kind of a public state­
ment saying that you trust us, believe 
in the trustee process, and urge con­
servative Southern Baptists to trust us 
to be making a decision that is right 
for Southern Baptists," Collins wrote. 

Six days later, Vines declared his 
support for the firing, saying trustees 
"made a decision which, in my per­
sonal judgment, was long overdue." 
Vines said he also spoke for Rogers, 
Smith and Stanley, who had autho­
rized him to say so. 

In a May 24 interview with Asso­
ciated Baptist Press, Collins denied 
the trustees were acting on specific 
instructions to fire Dilday. "Each one 
of us did what we felt God wanted 
done ... but we knew there were lead­
ers in the convention who felt pleased 
with our action," he said. 

"My question in writing the letter 
was, 'What happened to you guys?"' 

room to receive a certificate or a 
plaque recognizing them for their~ 
school grades, their helpfulness in 
their cottages, their involvement in 
church, or any one of the many oth­
er achievements that are recog­
nized. It is truly a meaningful time 
for the young people and the adults 
in their lives. 

I share this as a reminder to my­
each time we have one 
of these special times is 
just how much these 
recognitions mean to the 
young people. So many 
of our young people 
come from backgrounds 
where they never were 
praised, never made to 
feel they could accom­
plish anything, and giv­
en the very strong mes-

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

self and to those of you 
who have children or 
who have contact with 
children to not hold 
back your praise. Some­
times we as adults get so 
busy that we overlook 
what our young people 
are doing or dismiss 
their activities as trivial 
in comparison to our 
own. 

sage that they wt:r~ not Curtis c. Mooney 
worthy of recogrution. 

The fact of the mat­
ter, however, is that our 

In the care of Ken-
tucky Baptists, they have found a 
different attitude from those around 
them. These· young people are be­
ing taught to set goals, to work hard 
to reach their goals, and to take 
pride in who they are. On a daily 
basis, they are praised for what they 
do well and helped in a loving way 
to learn from their mistakes. 

. And when we come together for 
formal times of recognition, the 
young people literally beam. I wish 
you could see their faces as they 
walk proudly to the front of the 

praise means much. Our 
praise is like water to a dry plant. It 
is soaked up instantly and applied 
to making the child grow and 
bloom. 

Make it a point to praise a child 
in your life today. You'll be 
amazed at how big a difference it 
makes not only in the child's day 
but in your own as well! 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. 



BAPTISTS 
Florida pastor to turn over court-ordered records 

SANFORD, Fla. (ABP)- After 
exhausting all appeals, a Florida pas­
tor who is a prominent leader in the 
Southern Baptist Convention will 
obey a court order to open church 
records to a disgruntled member who 
alleges he misused his ·church's tax­
exempt status for personal gain. 

An attorney for Pastor Bob Parker 
and his church, . First Baptist Church 
of Markham Woods in Lake Mary, 
Fla., said May 25 his clients will drop 
their challenge to a court ruling de­
manding they allow longtime mem­
ber Ann, Haynes and her agents to 
view church records. 

Parker, pastor of the church since 
1983, is on the SBC Executive Com­
mittee, which conducts work for the 
15.4-million-member convention be­
tween annual sessions. 

The Jan. 18 order by Seminole 
County Circuit Judge Newman Brock 
also levied court costs exceeding 
$13,000 against Parker and the 
church to cover Haynes' attorney fees 
during the nine-month legal battle she 
initiated_ when denied access to 
church records last August. 

Haynes, 73, says she believes the 
records hold answers to her suspi­
cions that Parker wrongfully used the 
church's tax-exempt status to avoid 
real-estate taxes on his_ personal prop­
erty, altered corporate documents, re­
ceived interest-free loans to build a 
house and misused his position with 
First Baptist Church for personal gain. 

She also requests proof that a 
$416,000 estate left to the church by a 
former member was used properly. 

The county sheriff will sell some 
of the church's property June 20 if the 
court costs remain unpaid, said 
Haynes' attorney, Tim Askew of San­
ford. However, he said he was told by 
Parker's lawyer, John Campbell, the 
legal fees will be paid and an appeal 
of Brock's ruling dropped. 

Askew said the church has agreed 
to produce the records within the next 
two weeks. 

Campbell said his clients still be­
lieve they were within their rights to 
refuse Haynes' request to examine 
church records last Aug. 17 because 
the deacons had voted to exclude her . 
from membership Aug. 4. 

Campbell alleged Haynes sought 
access to the books for an improper 
purpose. "She was clerk of the church 
over 10 years," he said, and .had un­
limited access to records. Now, "she 
was doing this just for the purpose of 
harassing the church." 

Campbell acknowledged that 
Parker's refusal to open the books 
"may create the impression" he has 

. something to hide, but a committee 
overseeing the church's financial af­
fairs shares the opinion that every­
thing is in order. 

Last December ·several church 
members tried to fire Parker. They 
asked Parker to declare the church in 
business session for the purpose of 
considering his termination. He re­
fused, saying the church's constitu­
tion requires called business meetings 
to be announced in advance. 

Several families, including four of 
the seven deacons, left the church af­
ter that meeting, said John King, one 
of the former members. 

Trouble began for Parker when 
King, then the pastor's strong sup­
porter, joined the congregation's fi-

Chapman seeks to dissuade Texas committee 
DALLAS (ABP)- The commit­

tee considering a dramatic change in 
the way Texas Baptists fund mission 
causes moved a step closer to a rec­
ommendation May 23, despite a 
warning from Morris Chapman,Jpres­
ident of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion Executive Committee. 

Under a proposal being studied by 
the committee, all missions contribu­
tions from a Texas Baptist church 
would stay in the state convention 
unless the church specifies otherwise. 

' Currently, the Baptist General Con­
vention of Texas automatically sends 

about 37 percent of all undesignated 
receipts to the national coffers of the 
SBC- $21 million in 1993. 

The proposal, one of several under 
consideration, has drawn sharp criti­
cism from critics who say it would 
undermine the Cooperative Program, 

• the SBC' s 69-year-old system of joint 
missions funding. 

Chapman cautioned against any 
move away from the partnership that 
exists between the SBC and state con­
ventions and toward the "society ap­
proach" to convention support. 

"I would think long and hard be-

fore abandoning" the Cooperative 
Program system, he said, adding the 
CP is the "one thread that has kept us 
together" through controversies. 

Whatever Texas does could be a 
"bellwether" for other state conven­
tions, Chapman said. Should Texas 
quit the CP, "it would begin a chain 
reaction that would totally change the 
nature of who we are as Southern 
Baptists." 

Ray said the committee is consid­
. ering no recommendations that would 
return the state convention to a form 
of societal support. 
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Jim Henry, Pastor 

First 
Baptist Church 

Orlando, Florida 

June 12, 1994 
Identical Schedules 

8:30 AM & 11 :OD AM 
Worship Services-Message By Pastor Jim Henry 

No Adult Sunday Schools· Sunday Schools For Birth Through 6th Grade 
Student Rallies Grade 7 Through College-With Graham Kendrick and Jay Strack 

First Baptist· (407) 425-.2555 · 3701 L.B. McLeod Road· Orlando, FL· {1-4/Exit 32, John Young Parkway) 

nance committee. King, a certified 
public accountant, said he intended to 
offer his expertise to improve the 
church's budgeting process. 

As King reviewed records, he said 
in a letter to Parker last December, he 
became concerned about certain prac­
tices, such as the church handling the 
title of Parker's house, and became 
convinced the pastor was overpaid. 
As he pressed those questions, King 
said eventually Parker accused him of 
performing an unauthorized audit and 
King and other members concerned 
about unanswered questions were 
"shunned" by the congregation. 

King plans to act as Haynes' agent 
when the books are opened. , 

Campbell said the public battle 
between factions has damaged the 
church. "They lost a little bit of atten­
dance when this was going on and 
they've not regained it," he said. "In 
the community it is known legal ac­
tion is pending," but the people who 
remain in the church "are glad these 
disgruntled people are gone. There's 
a sweet spirit and a lot of love among 
the members that are in the church." 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE: Oak pews, various 

lengths, $10/ft., 12 chandeliers $100 
each, 10 stained-glass windows $500 
each, Porter Memorial Baptist, Lex­
ington (606) 272-344_1. 

SEEKING: Clay First Baptist 
Church is seeking a full-time minister 
of music and youth. Housing and sal­
ary provided. Send resume to Clay 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 485, 
Clay, Kentucky 42404. Phone (502) 
664-2414. 

SEEKING: Corinth Baptist 
Church, a modem church in a rural 
setting, is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to: Eva G. Harris, 
secretary of pulpit committee, 9 Syl­
vania Ave., Winchester, KY 40391. 

WANTED: Song book, "Gr~at 
Gospel Songs & Hymns." Call (502) 
538-3910, leave a message. • 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min­
ister of Grant's Lick Baptist Church, 
Campbell County, Kentucky. Send · 
resume to Search Committee, Robert 
Miller, chairman, 6098 Hissem Ave., 
Alexandria; KY 41001. Phone (606) 
635-7420. 

FOR SALE: 1980 Ward/GMC 
17-passenger bus. Just 35,000 miles 
and $6,000. Good condition. Call . 
(502) 896-0302. 

ANGELS: Have you had an ex­
perience with angeJs? Seeking first­
person accounts for future story in 
Western Recorder. Call Mark Wing­
field at (502) 244-6472. 

SEEKING: Frontier Baptist . 
Church, Michigan, is seeking a retired -
or bivocational pastor. Send resume 
to: P.O. Box 821, Hilldale, MI 49242. 

VACATION: Sanibel Island, 
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va­
cation rental. Pool, tennis courts, 
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud­
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

"In the community 
it is known legal 

·action is pending," 
but the people who 
remain in the 
church "are glad 
these disgruntled 
people are gone. 
There's a sweet 
spirit and a lot of 
love among the 
members that are 
in the church." 
John Camf)be/1, attorney 
for PastorlJqb Parker 

WEST,ERN RECORDER ■ MAY 31, 1994 17 



--- ---------- ·---

PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 
The t0p associations for 
churches giving through 

the Kentucky Baptist 
_ Convention's 

Cooperative Program in 
the last complete fiscal 

year were Long Run 
($1.25 million), Elkhorn 
($1.1 million), Daviess­

McLean ($881,641), 
West Union ($806,518), 

Northern Kentucky 
($725,234), Blood River 
($714,426) and Severns 

Valley (693,390). 
Together, gifts from 

churches in these seven 
associations represented 
36 percent of all money 

given to the KBC's 1992-
93 budget. 

Source: KBC business 
division 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BREN1WOOD, Tenn.- The Ex­
ecutive Board of the Tennessee Bap~ 
tist Convention elected Terry Sharp 
of Smyrna as partnership missions de­
partment director during its May 10 
meeting. Sharp and his wife, Kathy, 
interim director of education/admin­
istration of First Church in Smyrna, 
Tenn., are both former missionaries to 
Brazil. He previously served Ken­
tucky churches in youth and student 
ministry. She is a native of Louisville. 
■ HARRODSBURG- Harrodsburg 
Church is sponsoring a Foundation 
Day June 26 for all present and 
former recipients of Harrodsburg 
Baptist Foundation scholarships. 
Contact Pastor Bob DeFoor for more 
information. 
■ HARTFORD- Wesley Hanson 
was named pastor emeritus at Hart­
ford Church, where he served as pas­
tor 26 years. Dale Rouse is current 
pastor. 
■ JAMESTOWN- Mount Vernon 
Church will celebrate its 175th anni­
versary July 3. An all-day service is 
planned. Bob Jones of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's direct missions 
department will lead the morning ser­
vice. Special afternoon services, fol­
lowing lunch, will include guest 
speaker Bob Browning, president of 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
pastor of First Church in Somerset. 
An invitation is extended to everyone. 

■ LIBERTY-John Routh resigned 
as pastor of Chestnut Grove Church. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Ginny Lloyd re­
signed as minister to children at 
Beechmont Church. 

Paul Brown was approved for 
US-2 missionary service with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board with his wife, Amy. They are 
members at Buechel Park Church. 
■ RADCLIFF-Stithton Church 
called Joseph Hammond of Louis­
ville as associate pastor of youth, sin­
gles and senior adults. Also James 
Walker of Memphis, Tenn., was 
called as associate pastor of educa­
tion. 
■ ROBARDS-Robards Church 
called Marvin Freeman as interim 
pastor May 15. The church also or­
dained Bill Crowder, Jonathan 
Skipworth and Billy Miller Sr. as 
deacons. 
■ WHITESBURG - Susan 
Vanover resigned as director of mu­
sic and senior adult ministries at First 
Church. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
■ Stanley and Patricia Crabb are 
on the field at P.O. Box 610340, D-
22423 Hamburg, Germany, where he 
serves as director of European Bap­
tist Press. He is a native of Louisville. 
■ William and Lucy Pat Curl, Bap­
tist representatives to the United 

/ 

Awards Days: Fine arts, academics, baseball and tennis 
On May 10-12, we presented awards in chapel 

to those students who have earned honors in aca­
demics, the fine arts and spring sports. 

Ed Lowdenback, middle school principal, be­
gan the first service by reminding his audience of 
the importance of spiritual values. "I don't know 
how you measure success. I hope you find it 
through happiness in Christ." 

Before the older students received their 
awards, they were treated to a special event­
Oneida's first recent kindergarten graduation. 

- Marilyn Vaughan, teacher for our K-1 class, ush­
ered her two graduates to the platform. 
'Dressed in caps and gowns, Lester 
"Chuckie" Daniel and Clay Spencer 
accepted diplomas from Lowdenback. 

Linda Gordon, one of our guidance 
counselors, gave honors for "educa­
tional excellence" and "academic ex­
cellence" based on grade point aver­
ages. 

Then each of our teachers handed 
out certificates and trophies. Awards 
were given to outstanding scholars in 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

every class. . . A.B. Colvin 
When the audience murmured therr 

surprise that one boy's name was 
called, teacher Walter Campbell lovingly chided, 
"Oh, you're surprised? He's come a long way. 
That's what this day is all about." 

Diana Pauline, academic teain sponsor, pre­
sented awards to team members. She began her 
remarks by dismissing a popular Jllisconception 
about the academic team: "I heard someone say, 
'You have to make As and Bs to be on the aca­
demic team.' No you don't! But you need to have 
a brain and you need to be able to think." 

Fine arts honors included the following teach­
ers giving awards in their subjects: Claudia 
Kelsey for art; Sherry Tillman for piano; Diane 
Blades for choir; Debbie Winters for drama; By-

ron Perrine and Donald Sutton for band. 
Spanish teacher Jim Mallard ended the frrst 

day's program by admonishing students to set the 
proper priorities for their lives. "Whatever course 
you' re taking, if your goal is not to use your skills 
and knowledge to serve the Lord, you're wasting 
your time and your life. Whatever ... you learn, . 
use it to the glory of God." 

At our sports awards presentation, athletic di­
rector Oliver Hawkins gave honors to the follow­
ing varsity athletes for achieving Academic All­
State status: Amber Kempthorne, Sarah Perrine, 

- Amanda Travis, and Cliff Lowden­
back. Hawkins also presented letters to 
nine members of our tennis team. 

Coach Ed Lowdenback gave out 
baseball awards, helped by assistant 
coach Mike Wasluski. In his remarks, 
Lowoenback shared the team's motto 
for this year: 'They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint" (Isaiah 
40:31). 

Wayne Franklin • earned three 
awards: most stolen bases, "Golden 

Glove" and the "110 Percent" award. Jason 
Haacke received two honors: most runs batted in 
and most wins in pitching. Curtis Hudson also 
was awarded for most runs batted in. 

Our sports awards concluded with Hawkins' 
presentation of the U.S. Marine Corps award to 
Shane Franklin. Hawkins described Shane as "a 
quiet young man ... but definitely the kind who 
can lead a team." 

Written by Denise Spencer 

A.B. Colvin is administrator of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Kingdom, are on the field at 88 Hunt­
ers Ridge, Brackla, Bridgend, South 
Wales CF31 2LJ, United Kingdom. 

• They are natives of Kentucky. 
■ Wayne and Mary Emanuel, mis­
sionaries to Japan since 1958, have 
retired from active missionary ser­
vice. He served as a general evange­
list and she was a church and home 
starter. She is from Middlesboro. 
■ Eldon and Jo Ann Sturgeon, 
Baptist representatives to Mexico, are 
on the field at Betunias 23, Jardines 
de la Florida, Edo de Mexico, 53i30 
Mexico. He was born in Milton, and 
she was born in Sonora. 
■ Joe Pat and Hilda Winchester, 
missionary associates to Trinidad and 
Tobago, are in the States at Rt. 4, Box 
469, Murray, Ky. 42071. He consid­
ers Murray his hometown. She is 
from Concord. 
■ Karen Wright, missionary to 
Chile, is in the States at 7704 Fegen­
bush Lane, Louisville, Ky. 40228. 
She is a native of Louisville. 

CHAPLAIN COMMISSIONED Steve 
Michalke, shown here with his wife, Tere­
sa, has been commissioned for chaplaincy 
ministry by the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board. Capt. Michalke serves as a 
military chaplain stationed at Fort Camp­
bell. (HMB photo) 

Graham crusade will reach 165 nations 
Continued from page 1 

With tears in his eyes, Cedric 
Singh, head of the Bible Society in 
Suriname, South America, said, "It's 
difficult to get cooperation among dif­
ferent denominations, but this Global 
Mission will be a unifying event to 
bring groups together." 

"We have been eagerly awaiting 
assisitance in evangelism in Ethio­
pia," said Solomon Kabede, regional 
director of the.International Bible So-

ciety. "The Global Mission with Billy 
Graham is an answer to our prayers." 

During the crusade, Graham will 
speak in English, accompanied by a 
Spanish interpreter. Backstage, 50 
other interpreters will be translating 
Graham's words for live satellite 
transmission to other cultures. 

Additional segments of culture­
specific personal testimonies and mu­
sic will be pre-produced for insertion 
in the broadcasts. 

A visit from a '47 graduate 
Among alumni, Arion Davis 

holds several distinctives: He is the 
frrst graduate to work as a state mis­
sionary, he is the first alumni presi­
dent, he gave the first gift to inau­
gurate the alumni scholarship en­
dowment, and he is the only living 
graduate from our first three-year 
classes of 1946-47. 

Last year Davis celebrated the 
50th anniversary of his ordination. 
He made his first visit to Clear 

so, we'll operate." Davis asked, 
"What if I don't have any money?" 
Wilson replied, "Operate anyway." 
Davis went back on two occasions 
to pay Dr. Wilson and was told it 
would be figured up sometime. 
Wilson eventually told him, "That 
preaching and singing you do is 
worth more than you can give me." 
Many alumni understand these 
memories of Arion Davis. '.There 
were times we didn't know where 

Creek for Sunday 
school week in 1938. 
He remembers hearing 
R.G. Lee preach in the 
old Alice Rains Audito­
rium. We were the Ken­
tucky Baptist assembly 
grounds in those days. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Davis sold cattle, 
sheep and tools from a 
Wayne County farm 
and moved to Clear 
Creek in_ 1944- Bill Whittaker 

Walking the campus 

the next meal would 
come from. I went to the 
grocery once and re­
turned with four pen­
nies, not enough to buy 
a can of baking powder 
that Lois needed. The 
next morning I found a 
dime on the way to class 
and stopped off at the 
campus store to get the 
baking powder. That 
same day Dr. Kelly 
handed me a roll of bills 

on graduation day re-
cently brought back many memo­
ries for these Winchester residents. 
"I was here during the building of 
Kelly Hall. An old stone mason 
taught me how to lay stone. I have 
gone through 11 church building 
programs." The creek stone wall 
near the sulfur spring was built by 
Davis and still stands. 

With final exams on Monday, 
Davis was rushed to the hospital on 
Saturday night. Dr. Ed Wilson gave 
the diagnosis: "You have a dyna­
mite cap ready to go off. If you say 

and said, 'Some fellow 
asked if I knew you and told me to _ 
give you this.' I never knew who 
gave the money." 

For 47 years Arion Davis has 
been influenced by the teaching of 
Dr. Carter, J.C. Dance, T.W. Callo­
way, Carter Morgan, Dr. Mahon 
and Dr. Kelly. Ohio and Kentucky 
Baptists have been enriched by his 
faithful ministry. Many others will 
follow in his steps. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 
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Understanding different pasts called key to marriage I 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday School Board 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (BP)­
He brought a past filled with murder, 
death and abuse into the marriage. 
She brought what she thought was the 
perfect family and expectations for 
more of the same. 

The family backgrounds of Jerry 
and Vickie Minchew hardly could ' 
have been more distinct. 

Her father was a staunch Southern 
Baptist who ruled with an iron hand, 
a practical, dependable and honest 
man. Jerry's family grew up poor. He 
had 10 brothers and sisters, half by a 
different father. He spent most of his 
childhood in housing projects as he 
suffered sexual, mental and physical 
abuse. 

Vickie grew up in Mobile, Ala., 
where her family occupied an entire 
pew at church. Jerry's family occu­
pied a block of cells in the Mobile 
county jail. 

"Out of three brothers and a father, 
I am the only one who has not been 
locked up," said Jerry, now pastor of 
Bodenburg Butte Baptist Church in 
Palmer, Alaska. 

"Many people suffer from abusive 
hurts in their pasts, and that past af­
fects your marriage in the present," 
said Minchew, who with his wife 
taught a workshop at a Baptist Sun­
day School Board-sponsored mar­
riage event in Anchorage. The 
Minchews based their workshop on 
the course "Making Peace with Your 
Past" developed by the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School Board. 

Vickie's seemingly idyllic child­
hood left her with the expectation her 
adult life would be the same. 

"When we enter a marriage rela-
• tionship, we enter with a past," she 
said. "We all bring expectations to our 

marriages, good or bad. We are what 
we've learned, do, and what we've 
experienced in the past." 

"Vickie's father was perfect, and 
she expected me to live up to him," 
Jerry said as Vickie nodded in agree­
ment. 

But Jerry is lenient on their two 
children, Vickie said, while her father 
was strict. And her dad was assertive, 
while Jerry is more laid back. 

Vickie's mother and father never 
argued in front of Vickie or her five 
brothers and sisters, she said. 

On the other hand, wheh Jerry's 
mother and father fought, they went 
at it "screaming and scratching," he 
said. 

These are some of the "pasts" 
Vickie and Jerry have had to cope 
with in their 15-year marriage, they 
said. • 

And his past gets even more com­
plex. A half brother was murdered in 
1968 at age 22, the trigger of the 22-
gauge magnum rifle pulled by the 
husband of Jerry's sister. 

Jerry said he had to grow up fast 
when his brother was killed. His in­
ability to forgive the murderer result­
ed in intense anger-at his wife, his 
children and God. 

"That death affected my mar­
riage," he said. "I was an angry, bitter 
young man. And that anger and bit­
terness was a hindrance to my becom­
ing a Christian. 

"I, like a lot of people, was held 
captive by my memories," Jerry said. 
"It wasn't until I was able to experi­
ence h_ope, healing and especially for­
giveness that I was able to let them 
go." 

"There comes a time when a per­
son has to say, 'I am responsible for 
who I am now,"' he added. 

In high school, several of Jerry's 
acquaintances attempted to lead him 

to Christ, but he would always ask the 
same question, "If I become a Chris­
tian, do I have to forgive my brother­
in-law?" 

Their answers were always "yes," 
Jerry said. 

But while in the Air Force, Jerry 
met a Christian man who answered, 
"no" to his pat question. 

"He said if I accepted Christ, the 
forgiveness would come later," Jerry 
recalled. "He said, 'Don't allow this 
man who has already destroyed your 
brother's life to destroy your life 
too."' 

So at age 19, Jerry accepted Jesus 
Christ as his Savior. 

But it wasn't until 1989, after he -
had graduated from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, that he made a com­
mitment to himself and God to for­
give his brother-in-law. 

Jerry said it took two more years 
before he was able to walk up to his 
brother-in-law, shake his hand and 
say, "I forgive you for what you did 
to my brother." 

"The bottom line of this story," 
Jerry said, "is that forgiveness is the 
key to healing your painful memo­
ries." 

From the "Making Peace with 
Your Past" workbook, the Minchews 
listed several elements of forgiveness. 

I Forgiveness is not just forgetting. 
I Forgiveness does not mean the 

other person was right. . _ .,. , 
I Forgiveness does not mean all 

the pain vanishes instantly. 
I Forgiveness does not mean the 

other person controls you. 
I Forgiveness means you are more 

interested in understanding the . dy­
namics of the offensive events than in 

. blaming someone for what happened .. 
I Forgiveness means you no long­

er regard the offending person as in-

debted to you. 
I Forgiveness means you are more 

interested in moving ahead with your 
life than in being controlled by the 
past. 
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tian people, and we ought to, reclaim ••• nothing wrong with it as king as it is . somewhere in their brain that allows . r isanot]:ier key e_lementin a woma9' s 
it as good." • ._.· .. • •• balan~ed with Jhe second !YPe. pf them to select whether theywantto i abiµty to feel slose _to her husbaQcl, • 

.. Riza and his wife, Joy' a sixth~ ... loye, W?ichis agilpe.'' > : t e r ' be stimulated. Guys dqn'f bave ,the +. she said; addjl1!{GOUples can achieve .. 
grade teacher, led f 9oriference 'pti[ I i Rizaswd'Jnimy Clirist~~ns ''bl!.- ' > ability -·-not · to respond/ yet }1/0illen; f intimacy thl'pug? o~raiid _p911s~t 
Christian sexuality ·during a recent;I Jieve e,rotiq<lgyeis •wrong, bUt'he ;. :can choose to or chO?~e, 'nottq,'' he conversation. ;/ h,, :" \;;i;:.r. 
. Spting Festival of rvtarriage in· An~ dairri.ed . it '1s \e>nly unhMlthy when, sai_d. •· .... . ... • it > '" .. _._. ··• ,: . < . •.•. 'Through:opeajless and hofle§ty, 
chorage, Alaska. _ . ·_. • _.· .... ' 'you starth~ying et.otic;: serysuitF ''§ights and smells :stirrtulate ·a :;:. "'oillen Jeer@e caring ii:nd· true, ·? 

:The Rizas· have been ,marriy<I 3Q . ;foelirgs for-. ~ome,one othe,~; ~~,n . ···. man, ~d this is a big pi~ce pfinfor-, e:Hconcern fromJ~eir; spous,es," ~pe:;C;, 

~~1~!~~:si~:~:t~,ii~~, 11::~li~~~a*}t~iiii1f a~~:;~1~ti:~a~t 
good sex, .while PiiSsion is a fe~ . ,, Arid .the third is "buddy, frieµd, • {)n the other hand;;~omen are a \,·need cgnversi;!ti't:>O; ~nd-throti~hcon: • 
male's' concept of .quality, they · ~x;: > c:ompanion type of love;'' he said, •· little more complica,tecl. to. satisfy. in •·· . 'yersation, we feel ilitiIUate:" •• 

·;i:C:>;: i/f= • :_ -=-/%J~;Yi1:~~(f'.'::;· -.,: _:.,;½ii~~:fti:i::t\:·'~::~:::.:=,Ll~f:~::~:~:_,:::,;-·:::;i:": ,~---: - : .. /,,.');j:;f;:;}~~\t ... ;::<iH· -,:;;.'.,~;::;: --:~, :::~::0:~1~~\(t. '}}>:;'~\/:~,;,-:;;:; //i:,,* 

FORGIVENESS Jerry and 
Vickie Minchew whisper 
compliments to each other 
as part of an exercise dur­
ing the Spring Festival of 
Marriage in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The couple said 
they have learned how im­
portant forgiveness is to 
ensure good marital rela­
tionships. 
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Dear Dr. Winters: We ',lermon1¢rs had heard of southern hospitality an~ can 1p1\Y sa)' that;_ 
. d. t during our recent "isit to Catn\lbells\lllle College. _l'\Y rn • 

e~~i:\~;\:sband, daughter and l would Jjke to thank the adnUrnstrauon. 
faculty, staff and students wM so gr~cious\)' we\corned us and made out 

cain\lus \lisit much Jike a fami\Y reun1on-
A special commendation is e1<-tended to the :,dnUssions staff, wbi.ch trUlY: 
an asset to your college. from the first daY when l sp0ke to thetU ondt ;. 

one re nesting admission inateria\s, asking furt~er C\uesuons an • 
te\ej)~ CJ: inpus ,iisit the)' a\ways ha\le been candid, he\pfu\ and p\eas 
rang~::;: so much ~ore persona\ than admission counselors we en· 
ant. . ; '"\ We felt that we jaleW mein e\len before we 

countered at other co, eges. 

As parents of a daughl¢r whO has decided to;~:!t ::~:e:t:~~:~~ 
at Catn\lbells"i\l.e College, we caine aw"'] • that she would be we\\ 
feeUng mat we would ba"e peace of nun_ jalowing that cleat· 

visited. 

cared for mere in me fal\. 'fhe sincere un1tY, warmth and conce~ "d but a 

\y differentiates your co\\ege from_ others certain\)' is not : ~c;\ e, 
\i'ling testiinonY of e,ier)'one working together for the goo o a • 

}II.a)' God b\ess and keel' you in bis care, as we \ook forward to returning in 

the fall. 

very tru1Y )'ours, • 

susall M.- Slack' 
. Pfoctorsville, \lermont 

-
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