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FOR THE RECORD

Ohio partnership

This week’s Recorder
features extensive
coverage of the
partnership between
Kentucky and Ohio
Baptists. See page 1 for
an overview. A section
on 15 ways to get
involved begins

on page 7.

Texas proposal set
Texas Baptists will vote
this fall on a proposal
that will allow churches
more flexibility in
contributions counted as
supporting the state’s
Cooperative Program
unified budget.

See page 2.

Double tragedy
Members of a Frankfort
-church are grieving over
two of their members
affected by a murder
case—one the victim,
the other the accused.
See page 3.

Baptists & gays

A new statewide poll
shows Southern Baptists
in Kentucky are evenly
divided over whether
homosexuals can be
genuine Christians but
strongly oppose
homosexuals serving as
pastors. See page 3.

Family Forum
Research uncovers
factors most likely to
lead to divorce.

See page 4.

Editorial

Baptists across the Ohio
River need our support,
our prayers and our
involvement on one of
America’s greatest
mission fields.

See page 5.
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210, 000 pledge that ‘True Love Waits’
i

gt

WASHINGTON—In a graphic
depiction of commitment to sexual
abstinence, more than 210,000 pledge
cards signed by teenagers in the “True
Love Waits” campaign covered the
lawn of the National Mall in Wash-
ington July 29.

Each card represented one youth

_ who has pledged to abstain from sex

until marriage. .

With the U.S. Capitol as a back-
drop, an estimated 25,000 Christian
teenagers gathered on the lawn to dis-
play the pledge cards from across the
nation and to participate in an open-
air rally.

“It’s great to be a part of something
this big ... doing something good for
God ... something you’re supposed to
do,” said Matt Staples, a member of
Highview Baptist Church in Louis-

" ville who attended the rally.

The day’s events were carried live
on a nationwide cable system and
covered by major news organizations
from as far away as Italy and Germa-
ny.

“True Love Waits” is a campaign
for sexual abstinence among teenag-
ers launched by the Southern Baptist
O See State teens among ..., page 3

APICTURE OF ABSTINENCE Multi-colored
pledge cards cover the lawn of the Nation-
al Mall in Washington, D.C., July 29, the
day of a national “True Love Waits” rally.
Each of the more than 200,000 cards rep-
resents one teenager who has pledged to
abstain from sex until marriage. (BP photo
by Jim Veneman)

Kentucky & 0‘h|o Baptlsts share I¢ Iong partnershlp history

By Mark Wingfield

News Director

LORAIN, Ohio—Attendance at
the tiny Sonshine Baptist Church in
Lorain, Ohio, more than tripled one
Sunday in July.

Even though such an increase
didn’t exceed the seating capacity,
enthusiasm overflowed from the
group of Kentucky Baptist mission
volunteers whose presence had
swelled attendance.

The group from First Baptist
Church of Belfry had barely been in
Ohio 24 hours, but already their lives
had been changed by the partnership

worl_( for a church start.

ELPIG HANDS Jen: for ﬁice (left), a member of Corinth pt)’ét Church in Lon-
don, greets an early arrival to a mission day camp in Maumee, Ohio. Rice was part
of a Kentucky group working in the Toledo suburb in July, hoping to lay the ground-

between Kentucky and Ohio Baptists.

“You’ve already been more of a
blessing to us than we could possibly
be to you,” several of the Kentucki-
ans told the congregation during
morning worship.

The Kentuckians led an emotxonal
worship service, which included sing-
ing, testimonies and a message by
Pastor Stephen Rice. Soon afterward,
they rolled up their sleeves for a week
of remodeling, painting, canvassing
and vacation Bible school impacting
three Ohio churches.

It was a week that left a lasting
mark on struggling Ohio churches.
But the week also left its mark on the

38 Kentuckians who gave up vacation
time, traveled to Ohio in a caravan of
10 cars, slept on air mattresses in a
church basement—and had the time
of their lives.

This trip, the first partnership mis-
sions experience for the Belfry con-
gregation, changed lives in both
states, Rice explained.

“Our vacation Bible school at Son-
shine Baptist Church had perhaps the
highest enrollment in that church’s
history—110,” he said. “Those folks
were encouraged, which may have
been the most important thing that
happened.

“But our folks came back saying,
‘We’ll never be the same.” Everyone
came back saying, ‘Put me down for
next year.””

Although the Belfry congregation
has been generous in its financial sup-
port of missions through the years,

- “it’s different when you actually go

and do,” Rice said.
“Lots of our folks actually called

themselves missionaries. That made
me proud as a pastor,” he admitted. “I
had to say, ‘Yes, you are.””

Scenes like this have been repeat-
ed regularly over the last five years of
official partnership between the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention and State
Convention of Baptists in Ohio.

But Henry Johns, a former Ken-
tucky pastor who is partnership coor-
dinator on the Ohio side, hopes many
other Kentuckians will catch the vi-
sion.

The partnership officially ends
Dec. 31, so Johns wants to see a big
push through the rest of the year. And
he hopes Kentucky Baptists won’t
forget about their partners in faith
across the river in the years to come.

Kentuckians have a long history of
supporting Baptist ministry in Ohio,
both in times of official partnership
and beyond.

“When you think of it, the majori-
Q See Kentucky & Ohio ..., page 11




Texas committee moves ahead on redefined GP plan

DALLAS (ABP)—Though the
Southern Baptist Convention has de-
clared the Cooperative Baptist Fel-
lowship a rival, the SBC’s largest af-
filiate—the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas—apparently has no
quarrel with the organization of Bap-
tist moderates.

The Southern Baptist Convention,
as of its June vote, no longer allows
its agencies to accept contributions
channeled through the Fellowship.
But a Texas committee studying mis-
sions giving is asking that all church-
es contributing to the state convention
be viewed on an equal plane, whether
they support the SBC, the Fellowship
or neither.

A Texas Baptist committee study-
ing missions funding approved a plan
that affirms the state convention’s tra-
ditional tie to the SBC yet also sanc-
tions support for the Fellowship. The

proposal, if approved, will allow
churches to fund the Fellowship or
other groups, or even to keep all their
mission contributions in Texas, and
remain in good standing with the state
convention. '

The 22-member study committee
adopted the compromise proposal,
with five votes opposing, after more
than six hours of discussion July 29.
The panel will fine tune the recom-
mendation at a final meeting—its
fifth—in August, before the conven-
tion’s executive board takes it up
Sept. 13 in Dallas. Eventually it will
come as a recommendation to this
year’s Baptist General Convention of
Texas meeting, scheduled Oct. 31-
Nov. 1 in Amarillo.

The Texas plan would give the
state’s 4,381 Baptist churches two
broad options:

§ The “BGCT-operated” budget.

This is the traditional Cooperative
Program plan, in which contributions
are divided between Texas and SBC
causes at a percentage determined by
the state convention. Churches that
pick this option also can decide to
leave all their Cooperative Program
gifts in Texas, with none going to the
national SBC. And the BGCT will
continue to allow churches to delete
up to five items from the Texas or
SBC budgets and still have their gifts
counted as “Cooperative Program.”
E The “BGCT-directed” budget.
This is a customized approach that al-
lows churches to decide how much of
their mission funding stays in Texas
and how much goes to support a vari-
ety of worldwide Baptist causes.
These include the SBC, the Fellow-
ship, the Baptist World Alliance, in-
dividual agencies and causes, and
special missions offerings for the

BGCT, SBC foreign missions and
SBC home missions.

Contributions to both plans would
be counted as “Cooperative Pro-
gram”—a term usually reserved for
gifts channeled through the tradition-
al Cooperative Program budget of the
BGCT and SBC.

The committee abandoned an ear-
lier proposal to keep all mission gifts
in Texas unless a church instructed
otherwise.

No “default” option is included in
the final proposal, so churches must
choose a plan for themselves.

The proposal would make Texas
the third state in which Baptists have
altered the way Cooperative Program
funds are handled. The other states are
Virginia and North Carolina.

With 1.6 million Baptists, the Tex-
as convention is the largest affiliated
with the SBC.

Baptist World Alliance appeals for freedom, honors Garter

UPPSALA, Sweden (BP)—Bap-
tist leaders from around the world
meeting in Sweden July 18-24
pledged to work for reconciliation
among people “that the world might
believe in Jesus Christ.”

Members of the Baptist World Al-
liance general council also approved

.a slate of. officers for election at the
17th Baptist World Congress next

summer.

=+ »Nilson do ‘Amarol Fanini, a Bra-
zilian Baptist pastor, was nominated
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to a five-year term as BWA president.
He would succeed current president
Knud Wumpelmann of Denmark.
C.B. Hogue, executive director-trea-
surer of the California Southern Bap-
tist Convention, was nominated as a
BWA vice president.

The BWA is made up of Baptist
unions and conventions representing
an estimated global community of 70
million Baptists in more than 200
countries.

Highlighting the theme of this

year’s meeting, a forum on reconcili-
ation celebrated with South African
Baptist the progress demonstrated by
recent South African elections.

Council members also voted to
present the BWA’s first human rights
award to former U.S. President Jim-
my Carter, a Southern Baptist lay-
man. Carter will be honored with the
Carl and Olive Tiller Human Rights
Award during the 1995 BWA Con-
gress in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

In other action, the council:

Joel Gregory rem

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
Joel Gregory, who resigned as pastor
of the famous First Baptist Church of
Dallas in 1992 and was divorced a
year later, remarried July 30 in near-
by Fort Worth.

Gregory’s new wife, Sherry Elaine
Lemon, 41, was a member of Travis
Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Worth
while Gregory, 46, was pastor there.
Gregory left that church to become
pastor of First Baptist of Dallas in
1990. ¢

After 21 months of sharing pasto-
ral duties with First Baptist’s legend-

Bl Set a goal to collect $1.5 million
for an African refugee assistance fund
to help Rwandans displaced by that
country’s bloody civil war.

ll Passed a resolution urging imme-
diate international action to restore
peace in Rwanda and Burundi.

I Responded to reports of continu-
ing religious persecution in a number
of nations by passing a resolution re-
affirming the “historic Baptist com-
mitment to religious liberty for all
people.”

arries in Texas

ary pastor, W.A. Criswell, Gregory
abruptly resigned Sept. 30, 1992, in a
dispute over Criswell’s continued
leadership of the church.

Gregory’s brief pastorate: at the
29,000-member Dallas church is the
subject of his forthcoming book,
“Too Great a Temptation: The Seduc-
tive Power of America’s Super
Church.”

Gregory now works for Green-
wood-Mt. Olivet Funeral Home and
Cemetery in Fort Worth, going door-
to-door selling pre-arranged funerals
and burial plots.
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KENTUCKY

Frankfort church grieves doubly in murder case

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

FRANKFORT—Members of a
Kentucky Baptist church grieve deep-
ly in the wake of a recent tragedy that
has called them to minister to the fam-
ilies of both the victim and the ac-
cused. J

Thornhill Baptist Church in Frank-
fort received widespread public rec-
ognition for its quick response after a
faithful member of the church was
reported missing July 23.

But days later, the woman’s body
was located and officials determined
she had been murdered. The church
found itself in a delicate position since
both the victim and her nephew, who
was charged with the murder, were
members of the church.

“You just try to be a pastor to both
sides,” explained Pastor William Har-
tung regarding his part in helping the
church cope with the tragedy.

Geneva Vaughan, 77, “was practi-
cally a lifelong member of the
church,” Hartung said. She joined as
a young teenager, and she taught Sun-

day school for more than 40 years.
Her husband, who died two years ago,
was a deacon.

“She was here every time the
church doors were open,” Hartung
said. “She was very faithful and a
very generous person in the church’s
ministries. Several ministries have
started because she helped back them
financially.”

When concern for her where-
abouts prompted family members to
break into Vaughan’s home Saturday,
July 23, they discovered her glasses
smashed on the floor and a puddle of
blood in the dining room. However,
neither Vaughan nor her car were on
the premises.

She had not been seen since Thurs-
day evening when a friend from
church brought her home after an ex-
cursion, Hartung explained. Relatives
became concerned Friday when she
failed to keep an appointment.

The uncertainty of the situation left
church members unsure about how
best to minister to the family, Hartung
added. “We felt so helpless” to do

anything.

However, by the next day, the
church transformed helplessness into
hopefulness by mobilizing a massive
search party. )

And although the search did not
lead directly to Vaughan’s location, it
served an important purpose for the
church, Hartung said. “Going out and
looking for her was a way for our peo-
ple to express their grief and sorrow
over this.”

Grief and sorrow were compound-
ed two days later when Vaughan’s
body was discovered in the trunk of
her car at Lexington’s Bluegrass Field
Airport.

Vaughan apparently was kid-
napped and murdered during a rob-
bery of her home July 21.

Relatives and church members
suffered another blow when Stephen
Marshall, Vaughan’s 26-year-old
nephew and a member of Thornhill
Baptist Church, was arrested and
charged with her murder. Marshall’s
mother and grandmother are mem-
bers at the church, too.

“We’re in a state of numbness,”
the pastor said of the church’s re-

sponse. “I won’t be able to tell much
until a couple of weeks. Right now,
everybody’s stunned.”

But the church has handled the sit-
uation quite well, he added. Rather
than pitting family members against
each other or presuming guilt, the
church has emphasized God’s love
and forgiveness. *

Thornhill Baptist, a family-orient-
ed church, averages about 260 people
in Sunday morning worship, Hartung
said. Many members were in some
way related to Vaughan, but “any-
body who has been a part of this
church for any length of time has been
touched by her life.” '

Tragedy is not new to Thornhill
Baptist Church. Less than two months
prior to Vaughan’s murder, an 18-
year-old in the church, Suzanne Elam,
was killed in an automobile accident.
Elam’s father, Tony, serves as the
church’s minister of music.

The church still was grieving the
loss of Elam when Vaughan was
killed, Hartung said. “Our minds
know it has happened, but it’s just
hard for our hearts to accept.”

Kentucky Baptists evenly split on gays as Christians

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky Bap-
tists are evenly divided on whether
homosexuals can be genuine Chris-
tians, but they strongly oppose homo-
sexuals serving as pastors, according
to a new statewide poll.

The Bluegrass State Poll, conduct-
ed by the Louisville Courier-Journal
in late June, asked 901 Kentucky
adults about their views on homosex-
uality and the church.

About 234 of those surveyed (26
percent) identified themselves as
Southern Baptists. This represented
the largest single religious affiliation
in the survey.

The survey asked three questions
about homosexuality and the church:

B Should homosexuals be pas-
tors?

Among Kentucky Baptists, 83 per-
cent said they oppose homosexuals
serving as pastors and 9 percent said
they favor the concept. Another 7 per-
cent had no opinion.

By comparison, Kentuckians on
the whole also oppose homosexuals
as pastors but to a lesser degree, 69
percent against. Kentucky residents
on average are twice as likely as Ken-
tucky Baptists to favor homosexuals
as pastors, with 18 percent of all re-
spondents saying this is acceptable.

Roman Catholics expressed the
least opposition to homosexuals serv-
ing as priests, the poll found.

M Should homosexuals be accept-
ed as church members? i

Among Kentucky Baptists, 46 per-

cent opposed accepting homosexuals
as church members, while 42 percent
approved; 12 percent had no opinion.

Baptist response to this question
was closer to the statewide average
than on either of the other questions.
Among Kentuckians at large, 44 per-
cent approved of homosexuals as
church members and 41 percent dis-
approved.

B Can homosexuals be genuine
Christians?

Despite strongly worded state-.
ments against homosexuality from
the Southern Baptist Convention
through the years, Southern Baptists
in Kentucky apparently aren’t con-
vinced that homosexuality and Chris-
tianity are mutually exclusive.

The poll found 42 percent of Ken-
tucky Baptists believe homosexuals

may be genuine Christians. But the
same percentage believe homosexu-
als may not be genuine Christians. A
significant number of Kentucky Bap-
tists (15 percent) had no opinion on
the question.

By comparison, 49 percent of all
Kentuckians believe homosexuals
may be genuine Christians, and 37
percent believe they may not. -~

Acceptance of homosexuals as
genuine Christians is strongest in
Kentucky among Roman Catholics
(71 percent) and members of mainline
Protestant denominations (54 per-
cent), the poll found.

Results of the Bluegrass State Poll
are considered an accurate represen-
tation of the view of all Kentuckians
within a possible margin of error of
3.3 percentage points.

State teens among 210,000 pledging abstinence in D.C.

Continued from page 1

Sunday School Board. It has subse-
quently been endorsed and promoted
by a variety of religious groups, in-
cluding James Dobson’s Focus on the
Family and Youth for Christ.

In all, 27 U.S. denominations and
organizations have endorsed the cam-
paign. The campaign also has spread
to several foreign countries in recent
months. .

Officials noted the 210,000 pledge
cards on display represented only
those sent from around the nation to
be displayed at the rally. Some
churches which participated in the
campaign missed the deadline to ship
cards for the display or chose to use
them in other ways.

On the afternoon of the rally, Pres-
ident Bill Clinton met with a represen-
tative group of 150 youths and 10
adults from both the Southern Baptist
and Youth for Christ groups.

Clinton “took notice of the white
ribbons worn by several Southern
Baptist teenagers and used that as an

occasion to say the crisis related to
teenage sexuality cannot be solved by
government programs,” said Richard
Ross, campaign organizer.

“He said his administration can
make a limited contribution, by such
actions as changing welfare policies
to discourage having babies out of

-

KENTUCKIANS TAKE A STAND Teenagers and sponsors from New Heights Baptist

Church in Louisville pose in front of the “True Love Waits” display on the National Mall in
Washington July 29. (Photo by Chrystal Wickline)

wedlock, strengthening child support
rules to cause biological fathers to
take responsibility for their offspring
and to make the process for adopting
children born out of wedlock easier,”
Ross added.

Ross said Clinton, told the Chris--

tian teens that the true answer to the
crisis is “for individual teenagers to
choose not to have sex out of their
own internal sense of morality.”

Six contemporary Christian music
acts were part of the evening rally.
But besides making music, the musi-
cians make a strong case to support
sexual abstinence among teens.

“True Love Waits is about raising
standards and having young people
take a stand not only for abstinence
but also for truth,” said Geoff Moore
of Geoff Moore and the Distance.

Other artists participating in the
rally included the Newsboys, Steven
Curtis Chapman, Petra, Lisa Bevil
and DeGarmo & Key.

Based on Baptist Press reports
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“Going out and
looking for her was
a way for our
people to express
their grief and

sorrow over this.”
Pastor William Hartung
on the search for Geneva
Vaughan
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Trustees the same

Some people I respect are express-
ing guarded optimism about the elec-
tion of Ken Hemphill as president of
Southwestern Seminary. I know him
well. He is a good preacher and a suc-
cessful pastor with a healthy under-
standing of evangelism and church
growth.

ButIdo not share my friends’ feel-
ings about his election. There are not
two sets of trustees—one group
which lied to Dilday, violated their
own procedures
and changed the
locks of his office
doors while they
were firing him—and a different
group who were led by the Holy Spir-
it to this man they would have us be-
lieve has watched 15 years of strug-
gle for control of the denomination
without taking sides or getting in-
volved.

While I disagree with those who
are in charge now, I have never made
the mistake of thinking they were
dumb. They would never elect a pres-
ident who was not one of them and
who would not agree to carry out their
agenda. Those who think they would
are like Forest Gump—the lovable,
slow-witted man who took all things
literally and believed everything any-
one told him.

I have loved Southwestern from
my first class 42 years ago. I do not
like what is happening, but I am help-
less to stop it and shall continue to
grieve.

Kenneth Chafin
Louisville

Money tainted?

I am saddened by the decision of
the Southern Baptist Convention to

refuse money channeled through the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. This
action chips away at a cherished Bap-
tist distinctive—the autonomy of the
local church.

Our church has exercised that au-
tonomy by choosing for ourselves
which mission causes we would sup-
port with our money. Like many oth-
er churches, including those whose
pastors now control the SBC, we
chose to support some causes outside
the SBC while simultaneously sup-
porting causes within the SBC we

4 have loved for
" years. We wanted
| to be a “both/and”

church—one who
supported both the SBC and other
mission causes.

This action of the SBC now has
the effect of directing our church. We
cannot choose to give our money
through certain channels. It seeks to
force us to become an “either/or”
church. This “top down” approach
flies in the face of our Baptist heri-
tage.

It also concerns me that some
think our money is “tainted.” Our
church has an outstanding record of
financial support for mission causes.
Even though much of our money
went to causes beyond the SBC last
year, we still sent 7.4 percent of our
undesignated receipts to SBC causes.
That percentage is significantly great-
er than the percentage given by the
vast majority of churches whose pas-
tors have controlled the SBC since
1979.

Itis a sad day when the gifts of fel-
low Baptists given in good faith are
considered unacceptable.

Greg Brooks

Pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in

Frankfort and president of Kentucky

Baptist Fellowship

=

Not ‘Pentecostal’

I read with interest the letter from
Lowell W. Abney Jr., in your April
26, 1994 issue about “innovative”
churches and, I assume, particularly
about the support of the Home Mis-
sion Board for the Forum for Leading
Innovative Churches in Houston in
January 1993 and 1994.

First, he is correct that there are a
few churches in the Southern Baptist
Convention that do permit (or encour-
age) members to exercise spiritual
gifts traditionally identified with Pen-
tecostal or Charismatic churches.

I am acquainted with few of those
churches, but the ones I know support
the Cooperative Program and hold to
the “Baptist Faith and Message.” I do
not know of any SBC church that
holds the classic Pentecostal doctrine
that the only sign you have received
the Spirit is that you speak in tongues.

However, these churches often
have a worship style and philosophy
of ministry more in line with tradi-
tional churches, not “contemporary”
or “innovative” churches.

Second, the churches most active-
ly involved in the Forum do not prac-
tice the “charismatic” gifts, are
staunch supporters of Southern Bap-
tist mission endeavors, and hold
strongly to the ‘“Baptist Faith and
Message.” It is neither true nor fair to
classify them as “Pentecostal”
churches.

Finally, the Forum is planned and
led by pastors of nontraditional
churches. The attendees pay for the
conference. The Home Mission
Board put no money into this confer-
ence.

Charles Chaney

Vice president for extension
Home Mission Board
Atlanta

Our growing family

Sweden in July is usually pleasant-
ly cool. It wasn’t. At least not the week
of July 17-24 when we were in Upp-
sala participating in the 1994 General
Council meeting of the Baptist World
Alliance. Temperatures in the 90s
made for discomfort in a country
which boasts no air conditioning.

I was there as a member of the
BWA'’s Committee on World Evan-
gelization.

Southern Baptists are
well represented on the
council and provide the
largest portion of the
BWA’s annual budget.
But we are only one of 175
Baptist groups in the alli-
ance, many of which were
represented at this best-at-
tended meeting in years.

The Baptist World Al-
liance includes 158,619

'ON MISSION

TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

minorities. Our partnership with Rus-
sia could be enlightening to many
who, going, will observe the results
of minority status and, as well, the in-
ner strength of a people tempered on
the anvil of persecution.

Russian Baptist Union President
Peter Konalvachik was attending this
his first meeting and I had several op-
portunities for dialogue with him
through an able translator and friend
from the BWA staff, George Bolt-
niew. We discussed his
planned English-language
study in America and his
visit with us for our state
convention this fall.

The days were full—
plenary sessions in the
morning and evenings,
committee meetings in the
afternoon. Tours of Upp-
sala and Stockholm were
planned and conducted in-
expensively by Swedish

churches and 38.5 million
Baptists and is still growing. Leader-
ship from smaller and weaker Baptist
bodies have opportunity in this forum
to experience themselves as part of a
larger and stronger family.

Baptist World Alliance leaders
have often been able to provide assis-
tance to persecuted Baptist minorities.
Few Baptist groups enjoy the relative
“strength of numbers” as those of us
in America. It may be difficult for
Southern Baptists to understand the
struggles of Baptists as persecuted
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Baptist volunteers.

Although early Catholic mission-
aries established Christian churches,
Sweden later adopted the Lutheran
form of Protestantism as its official
state religion, now known as the
Church of Sweden, Visits in active
churches dating back to the 14th cen-
tury reminded me again of the youth
of American churches.

Baptists are a tiny minority in a
Sweden whose state church is funded
by the government. Free churches,
like Baptists, neither request nor re-

ceive such funds. However, the Bap-
tist challenge there is not as a perse-
cuted minority. Rather it is to witness
in a society grown secular and indif-
ferent to religion. Only an estimated
10 percent of the population attends
church (even though “born into” the
church) and in its largest city, Stock-
holm, only 3 percent.

Our final gathering was a worship
experience in the historic Uppsala
Cathedral, site of earlier coronations
and burials of Sweden’s past kings.
The majestic organ, a medley of cho-
ral music by an ecumenical choir
from Stockholm, and a message by a
Baptist pastor from Soweto, South
Africa, contributed to the realization
that we were part of a global worship
experience—unlike that of the indi-
vidual Baptist groups represented.

It would be the rare Baptist church
with such an organ; none with such
architecture. Most of the choral pre-
sentations were in Swedish. The
South African minister’s words were
largely transformed from English into
an unintelligible echo in the massive
sanctuary.

But we worshiped ... not only in
awe of the cathedral’s majesty, but in
the mystery that the family of Baptists
to which I belong really is a part of
the leaven of Christ’s church through-
out the world.

And that is pretty awesome!

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist

Convention.
|
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EDITORIALS

Ohio Baptists plead: ‘Come over and help us’

Sixty years ago, William Helton heard the “Macedonian call” from
Ohio Baptists: “Come over and help us.” Since Helton helped start New
Zion Baptist Church in New Miami, Baptists in Ohio and Kentucky have
worked closely together to do some of the Lord’s work north of our
COmmon river.

The Ohio/Kentucky connection has been natural. We share a border,
so geographical proximity has strengthened the logic of conducting joint
projects. Moreover, many Kentuckians who migrated north in search of
jobs took their denominational preferences with them. Later, they called
on former neighbors and fellow church members to lend prayer and phys-
ical support to their efforts in starting Southern Baptist churches in their
adopted state. And with all these connections, Ohio and Kentucky Bap-
tists shared common perspectives regarding evangelism, missions and
church life. So, they often did what came naturally; they teamed up to
work together at church-starting and ministry in Ohio.

From time to time, the Buckeye/Bluegrass connection also has been
formal. In fact, the most recent Ohio/Kentucky Baptist partnership was
approved in 1989 for a five-year period that will end this Dec. 31. It’s
part of an overall partnership program that also links Kentucky Baptists
with Baptist brothers and sisters in Russia, in Utah and Idaho, and in the
mountains of eastern Kentucky. A key concept of partnership missions
is an emphasis on connecting needs with the resources that can meet
those needs. When partnerships work, all participants are enriched spir-
itually and emotionally, even as specific ministries are strengthened
through the partnership effort.

At first glance, a partnership with Ohio Baptists might not seem par-
ticularly needful. Images of need come quickly to mind when Kentuck-
ians think about Russia and its decades of domination by atheistic com-
munism, or about Utah and Idaho and their domination by Mormons.
Ohio, on the other hand, is our next-door neighbor. It’s neither as exotic
as Russia nor as flavorful as Utah and Idaho. Ohioans are our neighbors
and ought to be about as well-off religiously as we are, we think.

The Western Recorder’s news director, Mark Wingfield, recently
traveled across Ohio with that state’s partnership coordinator, Henry
Johns. His report, which begins on page 1 of this paper, details need
upon need in Ohio. Our northern neighbor is more urban, secular and
unchurched than Kentucky. Southern Baptist ministry there is much new-
er than it is here at home, and the struggles to be understood and to reach
people are extremely difficult.

The lead article in this report offers a description of the need in Ohio
that bears repeating:

1 Only three of the Ohio Baptist convention’s 19 associations are self-
supporting.

0 To gain one church five years from now, Ohio Baptists must start
three new congregations today.

I More people live in the metropolitan Cleveland area than in the
whole state of Kentucky, yet Southern Baptists have only 33 churches
there. That compares to about 2,300 Kentucky Baptist churches.

1l Ohio Baptists have one church for every 21,000 people living in the
state; Kentucky Baptists have one church for every 1,500 people.

I An estimated 7.5 million of Ohio’s 12 million residents have not
expressed a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

i Seventy percent of Ohio Baptist churches average less than 100 in
attendance; only one averages more than 1,000 in attendance.

§ The number of unchurched Ohioans is greater than the populations
of at least 80 of the countries where Southern Baptists send foreign mis-
sionaries.

Yes, Ohio is nearby and familiar, but its needs are great. Please read
our special report on the Ohio/Kentucky Baptist partnership and the chal-
lenges Southern Baptists face in one of the nation’s greatest mission
fields. And as you read, pray. Pray for all of Ohio and the Christians who
minister there. Pray for yourself, asking God to show you how you and
your church can answer the plea: “Come over and help us.”

Look past charlatans and scalawags and see the ‘real’ thing

Anti-clergy : sentiment. 'seems ular televangelist and practiced by his

the word, lead people to a saving to a competent board of directors and

Marv Knox

present in almost every generation.
From Elmer Gantry to Jimmy Swag-
gart;ithe world seems to rejoice at the
fall of a man of God.

This is not to say that ministers
should not be of
held  ac- T?é%-
countable for [ |/]
their actions. s e
It is just frustrating that so many find
satisfaction and glee when a clergy-
man’s humanity becomes visible.

The national news media was ob-
sessed with the scandal of Jim Bak-
ker. The modern doctrine of the pros-
perity gospel as espoused by the pop-

board of directors led to his downfall.
The board was composed of faithful
Christian leaders who had prospered
in the business world, and they want-
ed Jim Bakker to be just as blessed
5 materially.
: 33?3—,@ Unfortu-
111 5 -2.;" nately, the
m money dis-
tributed had been given in large part
by poorer people and folks on fixed
incomes. Thus, to pay a minister $1.9
million a year looks obscene!
But what about the faithful? Have
you considered the honest and sincere
pastors who visit in hospitals, teach

knowledge of Jesus Christ and gener-
ally care for the flock of God? Take a
look at the consistent evangelists who.
lead many churches in revivals and
crusades. Think of all our career mis-
sionaries in America and around the
world. These people do not get rich!
In fact, many make financial and fam-
ily sacrifices that the average person
in the pew never does.

Please consider one of the finest
men of God to ever grace this plan-
et—Billy Graham. Here is a man who
has faithfully ministered the word of
God for decades. He lives on a very
modest salary while fully submitting

a financial auditing agency. Hundreds
of thousands have been saved or

strengthened by this fabulous minis-

So the next time you hear some-

~one running down ministers or evan-

gelists, think about how you have

been blessed over the years by the!

“real” thing. If you can make time in
your busy schedule, please follow the
admonition of a bumper sticker,
“Have you prayed for your pastor to-
day?’,
Greg Burton, pastor
South Jefferson Baptist Church
Louisville

Although they have
been unofficial
partners in ministry
for decades,
Kentucky and Ohio
Baptists’ formal
partnership ends
Dec. 31. Many
needs remain, and
they demand
prayerful action.

Although some
guys give ministers
a bad name, the
vast majority
faithfully serve the
Lord and their

flocks.

Nurturing Ghristian role models: Even prettier than a high plains sunset

The centerpiece of our family vacation
this summer (for me, at least) was a trip to
Perryton, a small farming/oil pumping
community in the far northern Texas pan-
handle. It’s where I grew up.

‘We went back for the 30th anniversary
of Key Heights Baptist Church, where
Daddy was the first pastor.

Perryton’s so far up in the panhandle
most folks don’t realize it’s there. Sort of a
Southwestern version of Garrison Keillor’s
mythical Lake Woebegone, Minn. Isolated
West Kentucky folks don’t have anything
on Perryton. You’ve got to go there to get
there. You never “just pass through.” It’s a
good 400 miles from the Texas Baptist
Building. It’s closer to the capitals of Colo-
rado, New Mexico and Oklahoma than it is

to Austin, ,
And, since it’s a good 250 miles past the

farthest point on our journeys back to

family, Joanna and the girls never

had the “opportunity” to visit my

boyhood home. Until this

summer.

don’t grow unless somebody planted them.
The wind never stops. Except for brief
growing seasons, the color of the terrain
ranges from brown, like dirt, to tan, like
ripe wheat. But God designed the
Perryton panorama to frame the
~ sky. No Impressionist ever came

Although I can’t
speak for them, the
trip did me good.

It reminded me
that God is the Cre-
ator of all kinds of ?

EQE high, feath
E’ /—T,E onclou(is f almi)astt ﬁgi

close to copying its magnifi-
cent sunsets, which paint
the colors of the rainbow

forgotten that kind of

beauty.

Most Kentucki-
ans wouldn’t un-
derstand the beauty of Perryton, which lays
flat in the middle of wheat fields. Trees

down hopnpne

beauty, and I am
grateful for the mem-

The trip also remmded me of the impor-
tance of nurturing role models. Many “Key

Heights kids” returned for the anniversary,
and we agreed our home church excelled at
providing role models.

I’m sure they didn’t always like the style
of our clothes or the way we wore our hair,
but they showed us God’s love by the way
they loved us. Chuck Waller took a genera-
tion of fourth-grade boys out fishing and
also made sure they learned the books of

the Bible. Helen Colclasure taught skads of

senior girls and embodied the love of God
during countless slumber parties. I hope
you get the picture: We learned about the
love of God by feeling the love of grown-
ups around us.
And that’s even more beautiful than a
panhandle sunset.
Marv Knox
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By Mark Wingfield
News Director

TORONTO, Ohio—Terrell
Moore has an unusual problem.

A Christian woman wants to give
Muskingum Valley Baptist Associa-
tion five acres of land for a church in
a community where there currently is
no Southern Baptist congregation—a
community where the association
would like to start a church.

So what’s the problem? A year af-
ter the offer was made, Moore has not
been able to find anyone willing to
move to the area and begin a church.
Someone with pastoral experience
would be great, but a committed lay-
person could do just as well, he says.

Moore’s problem typifies one of
the greatest frustrations facing leaders

- of Southern Baptist work in Ohio. To
borrow the words of Jesus: “The har-
vest is great but the laborers are few.”

Opportunities abound—in Toron-
to and hundreds of other locations—
but Baptists willing to venture into
new work in Ohio are scarce, says
Peter Miller, church starter strategist
for the state convention.

Toronto is a picturesque town of

River in the northeastern corner of the

state. There are a few other churches
in town, but none with the evangeli-
cal zeal of Baptists.

Muskingum Valley Association is
neither Ohio’s strongest nor weakest

Come over and help us!

Free church site offered, but leadership not found

Southern Baptists—and evangelicals
as a whole—struggle to get a foot-

‘hold.

Tommy Mills, bivocational pastor
of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in

7,000 people on the banks of the Ohio -

association. But it is an area where

nearby Steubenville, Ohio, has trav-

WHAT’S GOD UP TO? Terrell Moore (left), director of missions for Muskingum Valley
Baptist Association in southeastern Ohio, wonders what God is up to in the Ohio River
community of Toronto. “Mrs. B” Winland (right) believes the town needs a Baptist church,
and she’s willing to give Baptists five acres of land for a building. But no pastor or church
starter has been found. Here, Moore and Winland survey the property she’s willing to
donate.

eled to Toronto for once a week for
the past year to lead a Bible study in
the home of “Mrs. B” Winland, the
woman willing to donate land for a
church. But the Bible study has not
yet developed into the seeds of a new
church.

Limited efforts have been made at
canvassing the community.

What’s needed, Moore believes, is
a person or couple willing to move to
Toronto for an extended period of -
time as volunteers. With earnest ef-
forts at surveying and developing re-
lationships, the association might
know for sure whether a church could
be started or not.

For now, Moore is considering
executing an agreement with “Mrs.
B” whereby the land is given to the
association for a certain amount of
time but will revert back to her if a
church is not developed.

The location of the property isn’t
ideal, but churches have done well in
much worse locations, Moore notes.
And despite the lack of leadership to
plant a church, Moore still wonders
what God may be trying to say to
Baptists.

“If someone gives us five acres of
land to start a church, maybe God’s
up to something,” he reasons.

Baptist Sunday School Board
Nashville
Author of the
“Doctrine of Prayer”

Sponsored by Office for EvangeliSm, KBC

sions of Pr

aggers, Director - Phone (502) 245-4101

Minister of Music
s Valley Baptist Church
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Co-sponsor for new
church in Marion.

Central Baptist Church of
Marion, Ohio, has plans to be-
gin a new congregation on the
other side of its town of 34,000
people. But they need help
from a Kentucky Baptist
church willing to act as co-
SpOnSOr.

“Our church is fairly strong,
but not where we could put
someone in there by our-
selves,” says Pastor Jerry
Lewis, a graduate of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College
who knows firsthand the bene-
fits of co-sponsorship.

He came to Ohio in 1979 to
start a new church in Nelson-
ville, Ohio, with support from
Salem Baptist Church of Shel-
byville. Despite the distance,
“they nurtured us like they
were 20 miles away,” he re-
calls.

The new church slated for
Marion would serve an area
known as Fair Park, a commu-
nity of about 5,000.

B Needs:

0 Co-sponsoring church
for new congregation in Fair
Park section of Marion.

LI Volunteers to. help with
church starting efforts, includ-
ing canvassing, vacation Bible
schools and the like.

.,_rmmstry to thousands of mi '_'an

Workers

 The new Southern Baphst con-
_ gregation in Wickliffe, a suburban
area of Cleveland, meets on Satur-

day nights at the home of Roxanne

Come over and help us!

Piercy, a single m other of twoteen- :

age daughters.

Last Easter S mﬂav two of thei

church’s newest members were

‘ baptlzed ina portable baptlstry set

up in the living room.

Recently, Piercy and other '

members of the congregation have

‘become concerned about the thou-
sands of migrants whe work in flo-
ral greenhouses all along Lake
Erie’s southern shore. With help

from a Baptist missions consultant,

_ they have begun looking toward

this previously untouched rmss1on
field. .
Piercy is seeklng appomtment

 through the Southern Baptist Home

Mission Board’s Mission Service

Corps program to direct this new

. And while the birth of a new

~ church in her own home is excit-
_ ing, “the most exciting thing is the
support they're glvmg me in the
missionary work,”

she says.
hey’re offenng to go out with

er Cleveland Bapt/stAssoc:Iatlon leads a Bible stu

. HDME GROWN MISSIONARY Denms Betts (lalkmg) director of missions far Grea
dy in the home of Roxanne Piercy

(seated next to Betts). With encouragement from

*l Needs

DPr rforrhe growthof har- w1th
Bapnst Church ] .
] larger, mor
ation and, for the launch-

g of the new mtgrant ministry,
1 Volunteers, especially

Spamsh~language skills or mi-

hurch which meets weekly in
: Plercys home she is beglnnlng anew m/nlstry to mlgrant Workers ' .

19
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A new church in thl ‘ “The vast maJonty of people

. we’ve run across are not Chns- &
Buckeye Lake region. s Taskroned

Buckeye Lake is the center of a
large recreation area and home to M Needs:
about 5,000 in surrounding com-
 munities. No Southern Baptist U Leadership, in the form of
- church currently exists in the area.  volunteers willing to help with sur-
In fact, there is no Baptist church  veying and witnessing, as well as
nearby that is strong enough to people willing to begin home Bi-
- sponsor a new work. ble studies. Moore notes this situ-
So Terrell Moore, director of ation would be ideal for campers
missions for Muskingum Valley and perhaps for a retired pastor
Baptist Association in southeast- and wife who are interested in mis-
ern Ohio, is working with Joe Tat-  sions. '
sak, pastor of Northside Baptist [ A pontoon boat, to be used
Church in Newark, Ohio, to start  for Sunday morning services on
the church. Tatsak’s church is lo-  the lake targeted for boaters, fish-
. cated in an adjoining association. = ermen and others visiting the lake.
' The two men envision launch- (I Financial support for the
ing Baptist ministries that will new mission; possibly an ongoing
touch both the permanentresidents  sponsorship from a Kentucky
and the thousands of visitorstothe  church.
_ lake and Buckeye Lake State Park. ~  [J Prayer for workers and for
Members of Tatsak’s church, open doors to ministry.
with help from two summer mis- O Team to conduct a tent re-
;s10nanes began door-to-door sur-  vival in the area next spring.
veys m the communrty thissym- =~ = . T

: mcr
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WAYS
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\ New church starts in churches as leaders.

= Steve Lance, pastor of Pitts-
the Canton-Akron area. burgh! Avenue Baptist Church in

An estimated 72 percent of the Canton, has a vision of creating
people living in the boundaries of church-starting teams of lay lead-
Summit Baptist Association have ers out of his own congregation.
no personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. That’s 826,210 people out H Needs:
of a population of 1.15 million.

Yet there are only 15 Southern 0 Pastors who will commit to
Baptist churches in the entire as-  church-starting not as a last resort
sociation, which encompasses Ak- -but because God has called and
ron and Canton. And few of those  equipped them.
congregations are strong enough 0 Volunteer teams to help
to sponsor the new churches that strengthen existing churches
Baptist strategists want to begin.  through outreach efforts, vacation

Efforts to recruit church-start-  Bible schools, leadership training
ing pastors from the Bible Belt and other efforts.
have not been fruitful, so associa- O Prayer for God to send lead-
tional leaders are hoping God will ers to start and nurture new con-
call out key members of existing gregations.

"ew buildmg for Bapﬂst . Bonme McMinn, a MlSSlOD Ser- into a ministry bursting at the

. fﬂenter ill TD'EﬂD '  vice Corps volunteer, has grownthe seams. With the help of dozens of
' z ' Baptxst Centerm Toledo s inner cuy volunteers, she offers children’s
programs, a clothmg closct, food
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1 Middlefield-Baptist
Mission.

Southern Baptists have attempt-
ed to start a church in Middlefield,
Ohio, three times in the past without
success. But the latest effort shows

much promise, predicts Jack Boggs, -

director of missions for Steel Valley
Baptist Association.

Middlefield sits on the far outer

suburban ring of Cleveland. New
homes are popping up all over the
once-rural area, causing the popula-
tion to triple in the last five years.
Some churches long-established
there continue to serve the rural
community, but newcomers have

difficulty fitting in, observes Andy
Jackson, pastor of Middlefield Bap-
tist Mission, the only Southern Bap-

tist congregation in the area.

Jackson is a former computer

technician who left a $60,000-a-

year job to become a pastor and

church planter making less than half

that amount. That’s a big leap for an
average person, but an even bigger

one for Jackson, a former cancer

patient who was miraculously cured

of non-Hodgkins lymphoma, the

same disease that killed Jacquehne
Kennedy Onassis.

His new venture of faith also has
cost him the security of a generous
medical insurance plan with a ma]or .

retailing chain.

Jackson currently serves as pas->

tor of another small church in the

association while attempting to start
‘the Middlefield mission. Ab: .
_dozen people already attend one

_ working to start additional Bibl
~ study groups to develop a core of
_ members for the new church .

outa

home Blble study, and Jackson i

-NEEdS‘”‘ e
ey

‘work alongside him.

O Financial support for the new

congregatzon

U Assistance in sec_urmg astore-

front meeting place.

ties.

ClPrayer far wzsdom and oppor-
tunities for Jackson and those wha -

0 Volunteers to help with can-
vassing and other outreach activi-

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Karen Crall, a
children’s teacher at Central Baptist
Chapel in Shadyside, Ohio, shows off
the dilapidated adult-size tables and
chairs in the church s children’s
classroom.

1 Support !or a
mission in
Shadyside.

Southern Baptists first got a
foothold in this Ohio River com-
munity through disaster relief
ministry in 1991. Torrential rains
prompted a massive and sudden

_ runoff from the cliffs above the

town, which sits on the river
bank.

In about 10 minutes time,
buildings were leveled, people
were swept away and extensive
damage was done to homes,
businesses and other property.
Southern Baptists from Ohio and
Kentucky moved in with disas-
ter relief teams that prepared up
to 2,000 meals per day for sever-
al days after the flood.

That opened the door to fur-
ther Baptist ministry in the small
mining town, said Terrell Moore,
director of missions for Muskin-
gum Valley Baptist Association.

Central Baptist Chapel now
meets in a storefront and has de-
veloped a growing ministry
through Bible study and worship..
The church also offers special
programs for children, including
one which draws nearly 50 chil-
dren to the tiny building every
Wednesday night.

Pastor Walter Mansfield and
his wife, Carol, serve the church
bivocationally. Because of de-
clines in the area’s mining indus-
try, money is in short supply at
the chapel. About 80 percent of
the chapel’s funding comes from
outside sources.

B Needs:

LI Minor building repairs, in-
cluding the installation of new
lighting.

LI Furnishings and equipment
for a children’s classroom. The
chapel currently uses adult-size
tables that are in such poor re-
pair they often fall down.

L3 Photocopier to reduce the
amount of money the chapel
must pay to duplicate materials

for the children’s programs and

for various promotional pieces.
U Ongoing financial spon-
sorship.
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_Come" over and 'e" us!

1 3 Building for
Carnation City
Baptist Church in Alliance.

Located in northeastern Ohio,
Alliance is a town of 25,000 people
with only one Southern Baptist
church. Other churches do serve the
community, but two of the more
prominent evangelical congrega-
tions have experienced drastic de-
clines in recent years. v

Carnation City Baptist Church,
formerly called Alliance Baptist

Chapel, now meets in the basement

of a public building.

The location is spacious, but dif-
ficult for people to find, says Pastor
Carl Bailey. “We could be much
further along if we had an appropri-
ate environment.”

To that end, the 55 members al-
ready have purcashed land, for
which they paid cash, and have
$23,000 in their building fund. But
they need at least $50,000 to get
construction started, along with the
assistance of numerous volunteer
builders.

“There is an urgent need for a
church here,” says Bailey, a retired

church planter missionary who has
birthed five other congregations.

O Financial support toward the
building fund.

0 Volunteers to help construct
the new church building.
LA church or individual to pay

for Sunday school literature for the

church. This currently is one of the
largest drains on the church’s tiny
budget.

READY TO BUILD Henry Johns, Kentucky-Ohio partnership coordinator, stands witi;
Carl Bailey, pastor of Carnation City Baptist Church in Alliance, Ohio, on the site of the

church’s future home.

B How to respond

WESTERN RECORDER M AUGUST 9, 1994

, 1 4 Repairs and funding

» for volunteer
missionary housing in

~ Cleveland. ‘

. Southern Baptists i in the Cleve-
_ land area have taken an unusual
step toward luring volunteer mis-
_ sion workers to their city by pur-
chashing a three-story apartment
 building. Through the Missionary
. Housing Mlmstry, the association
 offers low-rent accomodations for
~ short- and long-term volunteers.
. ';»However the building needs
additional repairs. And although
~ loc: Bapnsts raised a large sum
: ' to purchase the bulld-
rtga of$5'100 Te-

Pastor-to- pastor' ‘come over and help us

- By Mark Wingfleld
News Di(ector ‘

the 11 million residents of Ohio.

First, pray for God to send lead-
ers to start and strengthen churches.
Second, ask, “Am I God’s an-

swer to my prayer?”

Kendrick is discouraged because
it is so difficult to get pastors to
come to Ohio to start new church-
es—churches he believes are des-
perately needed if evangelicals are
to gain even a foothold in the state.

. As missions development direc-
tor for Summit Baptist Association,
Kendrick has actively sought to re-

__cruit bivocational pastors to start
_new churches. He has written letters

_ to friends from seminary days, is-
 sued passionate appeals o students

. ,prepanng to graduate from semi-

Yet out of a goal to secure 22

CANTON, Ohio—Peter Ken-
drick begs Southern Baptists across
America to do two things to help

- strengthen the Baptist outreach to

bivocational or volunteer leaders for
new congregations, the assomatlon
has lured only two.

~ That frustrates him because the
vast majority of new seminary grad-
uates and pastors of existing church-
es believe God must only call them
to already—estabhshed churches, he
says.
“We pray fervently that God will
still call men and their families into
missions environments,” says Ken-
drick, himself a graduate of New

Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary who answered the call of new

work in Ohio. He currently serves

~ as pastor of Crestview Baptist

_Church in Stow, Ohio. -

“I am disappointed that so many
_pastors want to go to ready-made
churches,” he explains. “‘We need to
pray for men who still see the chal-
lenge of starting new churches.”

_ The need is urgent in the Canton-
Akron area of Ohio, he notes, be-

cause an estimated 70 percent of the

population is not Christian,

Similar stories abound through-
out Ohio, says Peter Miller, church
starter strategist with the State Con-
vention of Baptists in Ohio.

Money is not the primary obsta-
cle to expanding the Baptist witness
in Ohio, Miller says. .

“The real thrust is people who
are committed to lead other people
to start a church. God will take care
of the rest.

“Committed leadership—that’s
it,” he explains. “When we get peo-
ple who say, ‘T’'m committed’ and
they stick it out, we grow churches.”

Although pastors are needed in
many places, Ohio Baptists seek lay
leaders as well. In many struggling
churches, the presence of just one
committed family can mean the dif-
ference between life and death.

‘And in many cases, lay volun-
teers are just as effective as pastors

in laying the groundwork f for anew
_church, Baptist leaders say.



Continued from page 1

ty of the churches in this state were
begun by people from Kentucky,”
says Peter Miller, Ohio’s church start-
er strategist. “I don’t know where
we’d be without Kentucky

In fact, historians credit Kentucky
Baptists with the very beginnings of
Southern Baptist work in Ohio.

William Helton, a pastor who had
moved to Indiana from Owsley Coun-
ty, led a revival in New Miami, Ohio,
- in August 1931 that gave birth to New
Zion Baptist Church—the first South-
ern Baptist Church in Ohio.

The seven charter members of that
church were transplanted Kentucki-
ans, and the church quickly affiliated
with a Kentucky Baptist association.

From that beginning, the State
Convention of Baptists in Ohio was

formed in 1954. And the links with
Kentucky Baptists have multiplied.

Although few of these connections
through the years have been centrally
planned, Kentucky Baptists have en-
tered into several official partnership
agreements with Ohio Baptist. The
latest of these partnerships was adopt-
ed in 1989 for the period from 1990
through 1994.

But whether an official link-up has
been in effect or not; Ohio Baptists
have continued to appeal to Kentucky
Baptists, like the Macedonians who
called out to the early church in Isra-
el, to “come over and help us.”

And by nearly any standard of
measure, the needs are great:

I Only three of the Ohio Baptist
convention’s 19 associations are self-
supporting.

Church Buses

New & Used

Call Henry Headden
at
Metrotrans Corporation
(800) 370-6180-
(615)371-6180

Free Contem

a Busload to the
Kentucky State Fair’s

Gospel Show

(With Fair Gate Admission)

temporary

MONDAY, AUGUST 22

Twila Paris
with Special
Guest Stars

4 Him and
Vestal Goodman
Cardinal Stadium
8:00 p.m. - Free

Accessible seating
available. &

Come over and e us!

Kentucky & Ohio Baptists share long partnership history

B To gain one church five years
from now, Ohio Baptists must start
three new congregations today.

I More people live in the metropoli-
tan Cleveland area than in the whole
state of Kentucky, yet Southern Baptists
have only 33 churches there.

I Ohio Baptists have one church
for every 21,000 people living in the
state; Kentucky Baptists have one
church for every 1,500 people.

B An estimated 7.5 million of
Ohio’s 12 million residents do not
have a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.

§ 70 percent of Ohio Baptist
churches average less than 100 in at-
tendance.

I Ohio Baptists have only one
church which averages more than
1,000 in attendance.

I More unchurched people live in
Ohio than there are total citizens in at
least 80 of the countries where South-
ern Baptists send missionaries.

in Christian couples (teaching-parents). Teaching-par-
ents will receive training in a nationally recognized
child care model; active participation in treatment
planning; on-going consultation and, most impor-
tantly, the opportunity to make a difference in a
young person’s life. We offer a competitive salary

Looking for a 'Challenging Mission?

Spring Meadows Children’s Home is accepting applications for live-

/3

The 1994 KBC Obituaries Report will include information on de-
ceased persons who have served our Lord and Kentucky Baptists in a
noteworthy 1._.anner. We are including persons who died during the
convention year, September 1, 1993 through August 31, 1994.

These persons would be Kentucky Baptist ministers, missionaries,
educators, laypersons, institutional leaders and staff and others whose
Christian service has significantly benefited our state convention
fellowship and mission programs.

We need your help to gather the following information:

1. Full name of deceased

2. Date of birth

3. Active or retired status in last position held in
city, state where located

4. Name of church where member, association,
state where located :

5. Service or ministry worthy of recognition
(briefly stated)

plus benefits. Please send resumé to Mike Armbrust, KENTUGKY BAFTIST HOMES
10901 Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY 40243. Celebrating 125
Equal Opportunity Employer years of love
RECOGNITION OF

DECEASED KENTUCKY BAPTIST LEADERS|

Please forward this information before September 1 to:

Mrs. Louise Duncan

motorcycle.

Come to the Fair early and get Regular State Fair
your whole church bus ¢ Gate Admission

in for only $6 during @(,,7,; Adults $5.00
Coca-Cola Carload Days. Ui Children 12 & under ~ $1.00
Arrive atthe Fair before 12 noon Eastern ~ Senior Citizens $1.00
Daylight Time Monday through Friday  Parking (anytime)  $2.00
and everyone in your vehicle will be  For more information call
admitted for one $6.00 ticket (parking  the State Fair Info Line at
$2.00). Vehicle can be a car, van, busor ~ (502) 367-5002.

August 18-28, 1994

o

201 North Main Street
Barbourville, Kentucky 40906

These obituary entries will be reported to the 1994 KBC annual
meeting in Louisville. You are an important part of our network to
gather information on those servants who deserve to be remembered
among Kentucky Baptists.

We are grateful to you.

Louise Duncan, 1993-94 Obituaries Report

POWER BEADS Russell
Scott (right), a member of
First Baptist Church of Bel-
fry, shares a power bead
bracelet with a young girl at
Sonshine Baptist Church in
Lorain, Ohio. A group of 38
Baptists from Belfry worked
in three Ohio churches for a
week this summer, leading

- vacation Bible school, do-

ing construction jobs and
offering encouragement.
The power bead bracelet
contains various colored
beads used as a witnessing
tool.
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Develop Strong Leaders in Russia

Dear Friends,

We have just received requests for professors to teach in the Russian Baptist
Union Christian Leadership Development School for 199495 in St. Petersburg,
Russia.

As you know, the school is an off-campus program of Golden Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary located in Mill Valley, California. Southern Baptist foreign mission-
ary Joe DeLeon in Russia is the director of this school.

Rev. Piotr Konovalchik, President/Executive Secretary of the Russian Baptist
Union and Rev. DeLeon began this school last year with 21 pastors. Seventeen
Kentucky Baptist pastors/DOMs/ministers went to St. Petersburg in 1994 and taught
in this school. Most taught for two weeks while one stayed for one full month.

They are asking Kentucky for 19 professors for the next school year. You could
teach two weeks or four weeks. You would teach one course four hours daily for
eight days, and have some time to see the churches and the area of one of the most
beautiful cities in the world, St. Petersburg, Russia.

You must prepare a short 5-6 page syllabus to be translated into Russian four
weeks before you go.

It would be wonderful if you could go and teach these young pastors and leaders
who will be the future of our Baptist work in Russia.

Qualifications: You must have a college degree and M.Div. from seminary or the
equivalent. Your experience in the pastorate, as a director of missions or minister
would be required.

The cost of the trip is $1 995 for two weeks or $2,195 for four weeks. This
includes your airfare from Louisville (all projects will leave from Louisville in 1995),
lodging, meals, VISA, FMB required insurance, in-country transportation and sight-
seeing.

You should get your passport immediately so you will have it when you get ready
to go. Some of yeu who taught last year need to teach again this year!

Please call the Partnership Missions office at (502) 2454101 and we will send
you additional information and a new Kentucky/Russian Partnership video tape. -
Pick out a time when you can go—God has a great blessing in store for you.

Yours in Christ,
Benton Williams, Director

Ofﬁce for Partnership Missions : -

List of Classes for the Pastors’ School in St. Petersburg, Russm
For the 199495 year

No.  Course Description Dates*
1. 111  Christian Ethics Oct. 28-Nov. 12, 1994
2. 111  Basic Evangelism Oct. 28-Nov. 12
3. 115 Biblical Hermeneutics Nov. 11-26
4, 111  Systematic Theology I Nov. 11-26
5. 112 . Systematic Theology Il Dec. 9-24
6. 141  Principles of Church Growth Dec. 9-24
7. 112 Prac. in Pastoral Care Jan. 27-Feb. 11, 1995
8. 111  Old Testament Introduction I Feb. 17-March 4
9. 166  History of the Baptists - Feb. 17-March 4
10. 121  Introduction to Worship Mar. 31-April 15
11. 112 Old Testament Introduction II April 21-May 6
12. 114  Princ. & Appr. to Biblical Teaching April 21-May 6
13. 130  Ethnic Missions May 12-27
14. 100  Introduction to Church Music May 12-27
15. 111  Early Church History June 2-17
16. Elective June 23-July 8
17. 131  Church Administration June 23-July 8
18. Elective : Aug. 4-19
19. Elective Aug. 25-Sept. 9

*These are dates for departure from Louisville and return from Russia

 CLASSIFIED ADS '

SEEKING: Ballardsville Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time youth
and children’s minister. Ballardsville
is located in Oldham County, 25
miles from Louisville. The church is
moderate and in a rapidly growing
area. Send resumé care of Tony Co-
peland, Search Committee chairper-
son, 4901 South Highway 53, Crest-
wood, KY 40014.

SEEKING: Part-time music min-
ister, Burton Memorial Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, Ky. Call
(502) 842-1931 or 782-9165.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to Lebanon Bap-
tist Church, 144 East Mulberry St.,
Lebanon, KY 40033.

FOR SALE: Baldwin organ, 2
manuals, pedals, automatic rhythm,
for home or church. Lexington (606)
272-7944.

NEEDED: Secretary: 30 hours,

basic computer skills, $7/hour, Mid-

lane Park Baptist Church, 6500 Six
Mile Lane, Louisville, (502) 491-
7966, contact Wayne Hager.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth at First Baptist
Church, 106 East Walnut Street, Le-
itchfield, KY 42754. Phone (502)
259-4076.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land pil-
grimage from Louisville, Nashville or
Paducah, Nov. 1-10. Visiting Jerusa-
lem, Bethlehem and all the holy sites;
boat ride over Sea of Galilee. Meet

our missionaries. $1,599 per person;
optional 2-day London extension
available only $286. Call Pastor Jack
R. Studie, Sharon Baptist Church,
Mayfield, (502) 247-8331 for a color -
brochure.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/
minister of Campton Baptist Church,
Campton, Ky. Send resumé to
Search Committee, c/o Campton
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 190,
Campton, KY 41301. Phone: (606)
668-6976.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/Christian education. Master of
music degree preferred with Christian
education background and experi-
ence. Must be creative and innovative
to lead celebrative blended (tradition-
al, southern gospel, contemporary)
worship style. Must be qualified to
lead total music program; must be
evangelistic and mission-minded. Re-
sumés accepted until Aug. 15. To:
Paul Blizard, Reidland Baptist
Church, 5559 Benton Rd., Paducah,
KY 42003.

VACATION: Sanibel Island,
Fla., 2BR, 2B condo available for va-
cation rental. Pool, tennis courts,
bikes, screened porch, lovely seclud-
ed beach. Call Pat Owen (502) 895-
8752.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

This continues to be a year of
blessings for Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children as we celebrate
125 years of sharing hope and heal-
ing. We are now past the halfway
mark in our formal celebration of
this significant landmark in our his-
tory.

Our latest birthday party was
held on Saturday at the Baptist
Youth Shelter in More-

Spirit of love spans state

head in eastern Ken-  [11{7i [

tucky. This event came
just three weeks follow-
ing a similar celebration
at the Dixon Temporary
Shelter in western Ken-
tucky. The two events
were held many miles
apart, but the significant
common thread be-
tween them was a love
for children on the part
of Baptists at both ends

@.W R

Curtis C. Mooney

On Sunday, Sept. 4, we’ll be
having a Labor Day weekend cele-
bration at Bullitsburg Baptist Camp
in northern Kentucky. This event
will begin at 3:30 p.m. with swim-
ming, softball and live musical en-
tertainment. The folks of Erlanger
Baptist Church are hosting and will
begin serving food at 5:30 p.m.
We’ll follow the meal with a ves-

per service at 6:30 p.m.
R We are hoping that as
many of our northern
Kentucky churches as
can will allow this spe-
cial celebration to be
their evening service for
that night.

Glen Dale Children’s
Home will have its cele-
bration on Saturday,
Sept. 17, from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. A local committee
is already hard at work

of the state. In both plac-
es there was a sincere desire to
praise our Lord for his faithfulness
in giving us the opportunity as Ken-
tucky Baptists to serve him in this
special ministry for so long. I've
felt that same spirit of love at each
of the other places where we’ve
celebrated as well—Elizabethtown,
Pikeville, London and Middletown.
If you haven’t joined us for one
of these special events, it’s not too
late. There are three birthday par-
ties remaining and each looks to
have its own unique flavor.

there planning a celebra-

tion around a “country fair” theme.

The final birthday party will be

at the Genesis Home in Mayfield

on Saturday, Oct. 8. Volunteers and

staff are already working there as
well to plan a great celebration.

Come join us and learn more

about how you’re helping children!

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.




There are 150 million people in Russia, Commonwealth of  As of Oct. 1, 1993, there were 1,013 churches related to
Independent States. Russia is only one of the 15 separate the Russian Baptist Union, but only 22 have a building that
states/countries which once formed the Soviet Union. During resembles a church. Kentucky Baptists are in the process of
the 70 years of communism and the 30 years of the Czars rule helping Russian Baptist Churches build 10 buildings in 1994.
no churches were built in the former Soviet \ We will continue to help on the construction
Union. of these churches, since few of them have been

Most of the churches met in homes, old run- finished. There are at least 250 churches who
down former Russian Orthodox churches, want to build a church building during 1995.
schools, movie houses, cultural centers and in Many of these churches have land.

a multitude of other places. Now with commu- The Russian Baptist Union has identified 24
nism overthrown, freedom reigns and-new key priority churches, and the seminary dormi-
church buildings can be built! Praise the Lord! ‘ tory which need to be built and finished. Some

The economic situation in Russia is desper- churches need a minimum of $5,000, while
ate. The people have little or no money, not KENTUCKY / RUSSIA  others need up to $50,000.
enough to live on, but still they insist on build- - BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP  You as an individual, church or association

ing churches on land which the Russian gov- can build a church!
ernment has given them. They have two years to put a build-  We will assign you a church that your church can help raise
ing on the land that they have or lose it. - funds to build. It may be that several churches could go to-

" Property which has been given to the churches is registered gether and commit themselves to helping build one Russian
in their name, but if a building is not started within two years Baptist church.
the property may be confiscated by the government.

, . ‘ [Fonaiin S G e T N T T T R i

;I;:re aé': ttlllg efarst 24 Russian c}l;ur;hes l?lnd slgminzgiy c}gl(fm thgt ‘havi - : We want to help :
en identified as top priority by Rev. Piotr Konov: pre51 ent o 4 . o
the Russian st rin: . Build A Church In Russia |
LRt i o o | R, Ofe o Pt i |
YKt L .. 10000 | 0. Box |
3. Tikhvin/St Petersburg .. ......... 10000 | i I
4 IVaNOVA ... B e “"'“”ﬁ“"',fi'_“ ......... 6, 000_"‘9,;“ : .Here is our gjft/()r we will send $ per month for__ months ' :
SeYaoshavl i e ;.......,,.I.;.;;....;..-S,OOO | during 1995 |
6..Safonovo/Smolensk ... e S000K | |
7. Kolpino/StPetersburg ... ... ... 20000 | 1 Nameofyourdurch |
8. Viehurg/St. PRErSBUIE ..........ccccomesemmmsenssiivssssniossnns e 5000 I 2. Address :
ORyazan ... ... .. s w3000 3 Telephone I
10. SOSNOVIBOL ... i i vt cssesssessssiononsss 15,000 | 4. Pastor’s Name - I
HAleandrov . ........ .0 i 8000 | 5. Your name and address it o> |
12. Moskovsiy/MOSCOW wiei s irisinsinissoionss s oo e 10,000 : City, State & Zip 5 ‘
13. Viazniki Clty (repalr) .................................................. eenee 25,000 | Telephone number |
14. Roslavl (Smolensk area) ........................iisinnininn e $6,000 | | | I
15. Chakhov (MOSCOW A1€4) .......occccvrererrreseen s 8000 : 6. 1 as an individual, church, association, Sunday school dept,/class, WMU, - :
16. Christie Bory (Kostroma area) ............... e 25000 | Brotherhood or (other group) |
Z7Ydomla' 0. . L ..... w0000 | agree to help BUILD A CHURCH IN RUSSIA ' |
18. Zvenigirid (Moscow area) ... bl 8000 | ' :
19. Volgorechensk (Kortroma) } 25,000 : DATE: I
20. Viadimir (Viazniki area) ...........c.cccoou.. | SIGNED: |
~ 21. Mourom (Vladimir reglon) ' | ADDRESS: I
22, Mitishi (heating system) ... : CITY, STATE & ZIP :
23. ‘Second Baptist Church | TELEPHONE: |
24. Penza (new church) ......... 10000 | ’ |
' 25 Semmary Dormltory repalr....... ...... . ...6,000 | Ifyou have questions call: Office for Partnership Missions, (502) 2454101 |
. L ~ Benton Williams, Director - Calvin Wilkins, Coordinator - |
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Mountains to the
Mississippi, which
normally appears on this
‘page, is not published
this week while Ann
Tatum is on vacation.
Her column will return
next week.

Baptist aid focuses on Rwanda’s refugee children

Continued from page 1

dren’s camps for three months begin-
ning in early August. They will bring
powdered formulas, medicine and
medical devices for children.

The children’s camps are located
in the region around 15 sprawling
camps, where up to 2 million Rwan-
dan refugees are settling in. Thou-
sands are dying from dehydration as
cholera and dysentery sap their bod-
ies of needed fluids.

“I’ve been in war, but I’ve never
seen anything like this,” said FMB
missionary Clyde Berkley, who sur-
veyed the area in July. “There’s just
complete disregard for dead people.
They don’t have the time to think
about them. They don’t have the

strength to think about them.

“What it looked like in many plac-
es was what I might think of as hell,”
said Berkley, a Vietnam war veteran.
“We drove through about 20 miles of
refugees ... basically on the roads and
everywhere.

“It took us about four hours to get
through there, and we estimated we
saw about 1,000 bodies on the side of
the road. On the other side of the road
people were cooking their food or
selling their potatoes or something.”

The refugees belong to Rwanda’s
Hutu majority, whose militias slaugh-
tered hundreds of thousands of the ri-
val Tutsi minority after a Hutu presi-
dent died in a mysterious plane crash

attacks. A portion of them went into
Tanzania to the east. The majority
poured over the Zaire border to the
west and settled around Goma. Tutsi
leaders have asked the Hutus to return
without fear of reprisal. Only a few
are doing so.

“As we talked to them (refugees)
we told them, “You’re better off back
in Rwanda than you are here,” but
they say, ‘No, that’s not true.” They’re
afraid to go back,” Berkley said.

Southern Baptists have mobilized
missionaries in the area for the relief
project, for which the FMB already
has released $250,000. Veterinarian
Stan Lee, missionary to Rwanda, will
be team leader for the project, Berk-
ley said. Another missionary to
Rwanda, Katrina Knox, a nurse, will
be medical coordinator.

Larry Pumpelly, a missionary to
Uganda, will be project coordinator.
A missionary colleague in Uganda, Tad

' This scriptural concept of burden

Paying b o e s
00
much
for

H People helping people.
1 Pay $300 + 20% of first $5000.

. W$122.per mo. average family
burden share.

B Assistance with maternity expenses.

Health
Insurance?

Tadlock, will coordinate logistics.

Each volunteer medical team
Southern Baptists provide will work
for two weeks and include three doc-
tors and two nurses.

Berkley is asking Southern Bap-
tists to pray that the first team can
come in early August, although
flights are booked to Nairobi until
mid-August. If not, missionaries will
need to fill the gap because the teams
currently in place at the clinics will
leave then.

FMB leaders also urge Southern
Baptists to continue to contribute to
hunger and relief to help cover the in-
creasing needs. Contributions may be

sent to the FMB in care of the human
needs department at Box 6767, Rich-
mond, Va. 23230, designated for
world hunger and relief.

For information about volunteer-
ing in the relief effort, contact the
Kentucky Brotherhood office at (502)
245-4101.

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES —1

Manufacturers  Baptistries Signs
I Lights}

" TOLLFREE lsesses

April 6.

As Tutsi forces took control in the
country, Hutus fled, fearing revenge

Call All Saints
1-:800-259-0095

New but not new

May I introduce myself to you?
You may be wondering about this person who
has been elected to continue the traditional minis-
try of Oneida Baptist Institute. My wife, Kay
Atto, and I first met when we came to Oneida in
1961, our junior year in high school. I came from
a non-Christian background, a poverty-level fam-
ily from Dayton, Ohio. I enrolled at OBI because
I wanted out of the environment in which I had
grown up. At Oneida I found a sanctuary where I
was free from the turmoil of a lifetime.
Kay and I found teachers and staff
who were working for very low in-
comes, as they do today—people who
knew the supreme satisfaction that
comes from helping young people,
like today. We found a staff who real-
ly cared if we were doing well in our
studies, just like the staff of today—
staff who had time to listen and care
for young people as individuals as well
as a group. The same is true today. -
My wife’s parents were able to pay
her room, board and tuition; mine were

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

Lord was not opening doors. Then in February of
1984 the Lord led us back to Oneida.

My wife has been the admissions-director for
the past 10 years, working side by side with
Moore. I became the work program supervisor
and dean of boys. We were very close to Moore
and have a keen understanding of his goals.

Our four children are here with us. Harold, our
oldest, has been a teacher and coach for nine
years. His wife, Lori, is a teacher, and they have a
new daughter, Katy Lu. Our oldest daughter,
Laura, (’86) has been a teacher and a
coach for three years. Her husband,
Dan Stockton, is a teacher, yearbook
sponsor and senior sponsor. They have
a 1-year-old son, Adam. Our youngest
daughter, Missy (°93), is the food ser-
vice director. Michael, our youngest,
will be a junior this fall.

It is our sincere desire to continue
the “special” Oneida ministry. We will
do all in our power, under God’s lead-
ership, to continue this work as you
have known it.

-not. I came on a full scholarship, aided
by the generosity of OBI and Ken-
tucky Baptists. My mother only paid $5 the day
she enrolled me. I was never told that she was not
paying my tuition, and I was encouraged to re-
turn my senior year, something we still do today.
When it was time to order class rings, I did not
get in line to be measured because I did not have
the money. But I was told to get measured any-
way, that the money might somehow be provid-
ed. It was.
Kay and I graduated in May of 1963 and left
for Campbellsville College. We later found our-
" selves operating a business in Ohio. During the
next 20 years Barkley Moore contacted us sever-
al times. He invited us to return to Oneida, but the

Oneida is a unique ministry. God
has blessed us through the years be-
cause we have been more concerned with meet-
ing the needs of young people than with meeting
budgets. The very simple truth that God created
these children, Jesus died for them, and we have
beds for them, are the basis for our taking them.
We pledge not to depart from this policy. Our fac-
ulty and staff are equally committed to the needs
of our young people. God’s promises are the same
yesterday, today and forever. On that basis Onei-
da will grow and be as vibrant tomorrow as she is
today.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Promise and faith

A talk with new students renews
my own calling to walk by faith and
trust God’s promise. Forty-year-old
Terry Hayes dreaded going back to
school, “but I know Clear Creek is
my best choice. I like the way you
are geared up for folks my age.”

Alabama natives Andy and
Cynthia Potts said, “Our move
came down to Andy selling his log
truck. A man came today and will
buy it. I also have found
a teaching job (that
doesn’t happen often in
Bell County), and to top
it off, the Brotherhood
gave us $200. This is
our first time to leave
our home area, but we
know we’re on the right
track.”

Shawn Barlow com-
pletes 10 years in the
Navy on Aug. 1. He and
Teresa have three chil-
dren involved in this
“big leap of faith.”

Our class schedule enables
some students to commute. Johnny
Phillips, Stanford, secured more
flexible hours from his employer
and will take Thursday-Friday
classes. David and Donna York
have two teenagers and do not feel
it is a good time to relocate. He has
taken a one-year leave from his job
and will commute from Benton,
Marshall County, for the three-day
program.

John and Rhonda Little sold

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

their Indianapolis home and stayed
with her parents until he completed
work on Aug. 5.

South Carolinian Harvey Tray-
num has completed an internship at
his church and serves as singles di-
rector. He is excited about follow-
ing the Lord’s will and trusts the
Lord to supply his need.

Todd Buckley leaves a charter
fishing business in Alaska. His
wife, Jodie, describes
their preparations:
“We’ll drive 24 hours
through Canada, have
five days with our fami-
ly in Seattle, and then
drive six days to Pine-
ville. I can imagine our
children asking almost
every 30 minutes, ‘Are
we almost there?” We
have completely liqui-
dated everything except
what we can put in a
small trailer. None of
Todd’s family are saved and can’t
figure us out.”

These new students reaffirm the
promise given to me when I came
to Clear Creek: “No distrust made
him waver concerning the promise
of God, but he grew strong in his
faith as he gave glory to God, fully
convinced that God was able to do
what he had promlsed” (Romans
4:20-21).

Bill Whittaker is preszdent of Clear
Creek Baptist Btble College Pmevzlle
Ky. 40977 3
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Shooting called harmful to anti-abortion movement

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

Paul Hill, the former Presbyterian
minister charged with the July 29
murders of a doctor and his escort
outside a Pensacola, Fla., abortion
clinic, represents a violent fringe that
is dragging down the entire anti-abor-
tion movement, say three Southern
Baptists who oppose abortion.

“It is my personal belief that the
pro-life movement has been very
heavily harmed by those who claim
to be pro-life but do not even af-
firm by their actions the sancti-
ty of human life,” said Paul
Jones, executive director of
the Christian Action Com-
mission of the Mississippi
Baptist Convention.

Jones said he knows
“a number of persons”
who privately oppose
abortion but reject the
contemporary “‘pro-life”
movement because they
“have dumped the person: -
who would kill in the name of
being pro-life with those who
would simply work for legislation
or would take a stand against abor-
tion in some public arena.’

Each time there has been a publi-
cized killing or woundmg by an abor-
tion protestor, “it has made our task
more difficult,” Jones said. “People
don’t'want to be identified with such
inconsistent, radical, un-Christian at-
titudes and actions.”

“What was done in Pensacola is
wrong both morally and tactically,”
said David Gushee, professor of
Christian ethics at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville.
“It hurts the cause of those who are
committed to changing where*we are

Baptist ethicists say ‘pro-life’ lahel means no Kkilling

By Bob Alien
Associated Baptist Press

The rationalization offered by the
accused killer of an abortion doctor
and his escort—that it is justifiable to
take the life of an abortionist in order
to save lives of the unborn—just
doesn’t wash, according to three
Southern Baptist ethicists interviewed
by Associated Baptist Press.

Most anti-abortion organizations
quickly condemned the July 29 mur-
ders of John Bayard Britton and
James Barrett. But some fringe
groups argue that lethal force is some-
times legitimate to combat abortion.

The argument has just enough in-
ternal logic to sound appealing, said
David Gushee, professor of Christian
ethics at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville.

“Christian people are morally ob-
ligated to try to prevent the taking of
human life, and I believe abortion is
the taking of human life,” Gushee

said. “Then the question is, ‘What

means are either obligatory or permis-
sible in pursuing that end?’

“In a society where legal channels
exist for legal change, we are respon-
sible to use the legal system,” Gushee
said. Abortion opponents also are free
to “nurture individuals of such char-

in this country related to abortion.”
“When you engage in violence,
random acts of terror, and so on, you
lose public sympathy,” Gushee said.
The American civil-rights movement
in the 1960s faced a similar situation
when its proponents were divided
over the non-violent protest advocat-
ed by Martin Luther King and the
more radical approach of Malcolm X
and the Black Panthers, Gushee said.

“In our society, if a movement for
social change wants to have any hope
for making change, it has to be the
kind of non-violent, peaceful move-
ment that is in touch with basic Amer-
ican values,” Gushee said.

Sylvia Boothe, coordinator for al-
ternatives to abortion ministries for
the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board in Atlanta, said the willingness

acter that abortion is not an option for
them” and to establish communities
that support them, an area in which,
he said, “we are doing pitifully little.”

The recent Pensacola shooting of
an abortion doctor was the second in
that city. David Gunn was killed by
an abortion protester at another
Pensacola clinic in March 1993.

Paul Hill, a former Presbyterian
minister who wrote a 14-page essay
defending the 1993 shooting as mor-
ally right, is charged with the July 29
murders.

The logic used by Hill and others
to defend the shootings borrows from
the “just war” theory developed in the
fourth century by the theologian St.
Augustine. Just war acknowledges
that in a sinful world, force sometimes
must be used to resist violence.

However, Gushee said he does not
believe the recent incident in Pensa-
cola and the 1993 murder of Dr. Dav-
id Gunn meet just war criteria.

“In just war theory, the use of force
is always the very last resort, and it
must also be authorized by legitimate
authority,” Gushee said.

“I believe in this case the use of
force does not meet the last-resort cri-
teria, given the number of things that
are not being done by those who are
pro-life, and it also does not meet the

of some abortion opponents to resort
to murder “doesn’t help our cause at
all.”

“A lot of people put everybody in
the same category,” Boothe said. “We
feel like we’re unjustly judged. We
certainly don’t condone it in any way,
shape or form.”

Boothe said she has no quarrel
with those who' emphasize “rescue”

“tactics like picketing abortion clinics.

She said the main goals of groups like
Operation Rescue are to draw public
attention to abortion and tie up the le-
gal system through civil disobedi-
ence.
But it is unfair, she said, to lump
people like Paul Hill with the
whole “rescue” crowd. “It’s
been difficult for them. Just
by their emphasis, they’ve
had people drawn to
them who are very
much not in accord
with what they be-
lieve,” she said.
Incidents. like the
Pensacola shootings ac-
tually create public sympa-
thy for pro-abortion forces, al-
lowing them to portray the gim_ned-
down doctor and his escorts as mar-
tyrs, Gushee said.

Americans in the nuddle on abor-
tion—those who are uncomfortable
with abortion on demand: but unde-
cided about what to do about it—‘are
driven into the arms of t‘hep 61%&‘6
movement by an action like this,” he
said. “Americans as a whole do not
embrace terrorism, shootings and the
like, so this does not help the cause.”

Those advocating violence com-
prise only a small number of Ameri-
cans opposed to abortion, Gushee
said, “but those who make the loudest
noise get'itie most attention.”

legitimate authority criteria. There is
no legitimate authority that can be
appealed to here.”

Not only does society at large re-
ject violence to prevent abortion, but
even the anti-abortion movement is
divided on the question, Gushee said.
“That may be the most significant
court of appeal here, and there is no
consensus in that group, let alone the
general population.”

Paul Jones, executive director of
the Christian Action Committee of the
Mississippi Baptist Convention,
agreed the shootings have no legiti-
mate ethical grounds.

“The first thing I would do is to
look at the example of Jesus Christ,”
Jones said. “Jesus had many opportu-
nities, in a very militaristic, dictatori-
al society which did not value human
life and took it almost randomly, to
call upon his followers to strike out,
life for life. He did not do that.”

Robert Parham of the Baptist Cen-
ter for Ethics in Nashville said the es-
calation in violence in the anti-abor-
tion movement is “a direct result of
the high voltage rhetoric by religious
leaders who talk about the ‘slaughter
of the unborn’ and call abortion ‘mur-
der 99

Parham said “a growing segment
of the anti-abortion community” is

. “blindly justifies evil means ...

Jones said anti-abortion leaders are
owning up to the realization that they
must better define themselves. In the
past, the movement has allowed oth-
ers to define it—the media, its oppo-
nents and its radical fringe, he said.

“We cannot allow the people who
take lives to be called pro-life,” Jones
said. “The first thing we’re going to
have to do is redefine some of the ar-
guments. If you’re pro-life, you are
pro-life. That means in no circum-
stance do you participate in the taking
of human life.”

A perSonaI note

moving beyond just-war thinking into
“a holy war mentality” that “justifies
violence as the God-ordained way to
purge evil in the world.”

He quoted David Trosch, a Catho-
lic priest who lives 30 miles from
Pensacola, who said last year, “If 100
doctors need to die to save over 1 mil-
lion babies a year, I see that as a fair
trade.”

Such thmkmg errs because it
“pridefully assumes to know defini-
tively the will of God” rather than
considering moral decisions in humil-
ity and prayerful hearts, Parham said.
It also “ignores the biblical mandate
to seek the welfare of neighbor” and
to ac-
complish moral ends.”

“Christian ethics teaches that tak-
ing a life to save a life is morally
wrong,” Parham said.

The only way to be proactive on
the abortion issue, he said, “is to teach
values and have programs that pre-
vent unwanted pregnancies from oc-
curring.”

Likewise, Gushee suggested that
people who want to make a difference
in abortion should do so “by staffing
crisis pregnancy centers, by adopting
children, by preventing unwanted
pregnancies, things that really save
lives.”
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Our\ Philosophy Is Simple:
Put Students First

~"Putting the student first... This philosophy has been the
cornerstone of Campbellsville College’'s approach toward
education. Situated in the geographic center of Kentucky,
Campbelisville has stirred excitement statewide over its
staggering 73% increase in enrollment, not to mention its
growing reputation for delivering fresh, innovative, and personal
education."”

--Success Stories, the television show for business,
Richmond, Virginia

"(President Kenneth) Winters said his plan is simple. Reward
people for doing well, provide students new adventures and,
most important, put students first."

--Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader

"...Campbellsville now looks like a school under construction.
Major renovations are underway and several hew facilities are
projected for the immediate future... success has built upon
success, as donors and students alike have joined Campbeéllsville’'s
growing family.”

-Western Recorder, Louisville, Kentucky
. For more information about Campbelisville College,

contact us at 1-800-264-6014.
we’'ll make you a part of our family!
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