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- HMB cuts jobs

The Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board
has eliminated 25
positions from its Atlanta

headquarters staffina

continuing effort to
adjust to declining
revenues. See page 2.

School prayer

The Kentucky attorney
general’s office has
issued an interpretation
of what forms of
graduation prayers
should be allowed in the
state’s public schools.
See page 3.

Family Forum
Should | date a man who
is separated-and soon to
be divorced? See page 4.

» Editorial
Conspiracy theories hurt
conservatives’ cause.
See page 5.

Suicide watch

Several recent rulings
related to assisted
suicide have raised fears
among opponents.

See page 6.

Has the SBC split?

Will history show that
the Southern Baptist
Convention split with the
formation of the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship? Or can the
Fellowship remain a
distinct group within the
SBC? See page 10.

Refugee help

More Southern Baptist
churches are needed to
sponsor international
refugees coming to the
United States.

See page 11.
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Will we say,
‘Genes made
me do it?’

NORTHFIELD, Minn. (RNS)—
A prominent Lutheran theologian is
asking whether new evidence about
the relationship of morality and genet-
ics will cause people to say, “The
genes made me do it” instead of “The
devil made me do it.”

In other words, will we start blam-
ing our genes for our sins?

Ted Peters, who specializes in
questions of religion and science, says
the jury is still out on how much cred-
ibility should be given to theories
about genetic predisposition to certain
behaviors.

But in the meantime, Peters warns,
theologians must begin thinking
about the possible ramifications for
understanding sin and moral respon-
sibility.

Peters, professor of theology at Pa-
cific Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Berkeley, Calif., addressed this issue in
a recent series of lectures at St. Olaf
College in Northfield, Minn.

“Theologians will be challenged to
explicate the symbol of sin in light of
the new knowledge” if scientific re-
search “eventually demonstrates that
genes or other biological processes
are more influential to human behav-
ior than previously thought,” Peters
said.

“More and more voices seem will-
ing to say, ‘It’s all in our genes!’
Many seem to be saying that it’s not
just the color of our eyes that’s deter-
mined by our genetic inheritance; pat-
terns of behavior are genetically cod-
ed as well—including such things as
aggression and altriusm, vice and vir-
tue.”

Among the questions Peters said
research on the relationship between
genes and ethics will impact:

I “If it can be demonstrated con-
clusively that a propensity to alcohol-
ism or even to crime is genetically
determined, will this count against or
in favor of one’s moral responsibili-

f’,!

1 “Will genes become a scapegoat,

0 See Will research cause ..., page 11

Falwell gaining influence in SBC, but will he ever join?

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Jerry Falwell has flooded the mail-
boxes of Southern Baptist pastors this
summer, leading some to question
anew whether Falwell intends to de-
liver himself into the Southern Bap-
tist Convention as well.

As the SBC has swung to the right
in the last 15 years, Baptist watchers
frequently have asked whether the
SBC and the fundamentalist televan-
gelist eventually will find themselves
standing in exactly the same camp.

Falwell has said on several occa-
sions that he has no intention of be-
coming a Southern Baptist. But some
of the SBC’s new conservative lead-

ers have continued to court Falwell

and support his ministries.
That is evidence, according to one
longtime Baptist from the Lynchburg

area, that Falwell hasn’t moved an
inch toward the SBC, but the SBC has
moved steadfastly toward Falwell.
“He’s stood where he’s
always been, and South-
ern Baptists have sort
of cut the ground out
of where we used to
be,” said Nick Habel,
a 75-year-old

retired pas- i
tor who has 2 0
been at odds
with  both

Falwell and
the SBC’s conservative
swing.

Other moderates have as-
signed Falwell a more sinister role as
a behind-the-scenes influence on the
SBC’s conservative movement.

Both Falwell and his Southern
Baptist friends vigorously have de-

nied that. In a 1989 interview with the
Houston Post, Falwell declared, “I
have never been involved with the in-

ternal politics of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.”
And then-SBC
President Jerry
he and Falwell
i x were just
| good friends.
“He’s never
self in the life of the
Southern  Baptist
Convention,” Vines
told the Post. “It’s been
of ever joining the Southern Baptist
Convention. That’s fine with me. I
don’t think you have to affiliate in or-
der to associate.”

Vines asserted

tried to insert him-

clearly stated he has no intention
Although Falwell still has not af-

filiated with the SBC, his associations
with Southern Baptists have contin-
ued to multiply.

The latest evidence of this arrived
in the mailboxes of some Southern
Baptist pastors this summer. SBC
pastors in at least four states—Ken-
tucky, Texas, Florida and Virginia—
report having received two unsolicit-
ed mailings from Falwell in May and
June.

The first was a 20-page newspa-
per called the Liberty Flame. It fea-
tured articles on religion and politics,
mixed with promotion of Falwell’s
Liberty University. Southern Baptists
highlighted in the articles included
then-SBC President Ed Young, evan-
gelist Rick Gage and SBC seminary
president Paige Patterson.

The back page of the newspaper
showed photographs and names of
[ See Falwell gaining ..., page 8
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M Deaf couples will
benefit from a special
track of the Fall Festival
of Marriage scheduled
for Oct. 28-30 at
Ridgecrest Baptist
Conference Center in

North Carolina. Five

specially designed
workshops and sign
interpretation at all
general sessions will be
offered. For information,
call (615) 251-2277.

M A book of one-act
plays performed by
MissionsUSA Live, a
Home Mission Board
touring drama team, has
been published for use
in churches. “Drama on
Mission” contains 18
“sketches with missions
themes. For information,
call (800)634-2462.

B Herschel Hobbs will
receive the Gold Medal
award from Religious
Heritage of America
during a ceremony in
Atlanta Oct. 8. Hobbs,
former pastor of First
Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City, will be
among 10 people
honored for 50 years in
ministry.

B An advance team of
five Southern Baptists
who will pave the way

for more than 100 other
volunteers to help
Rwandan refugees
departed Aug. 10 for
Goma, Zaire. A 14-
member medical/relief
team was to have
departed Aug. 12.
Southern Baptist
volunteers are beginning
work in two of the seven
children’s camps set up
by UNICEF near Goma,
to care for children who
have been orphaned or
separated from their

parents. Financial -

contributions for the
Rwandan refugee relief
effort may be sent
through the Kentucky
Baptist Convention
designated for Rwanda
relief.

HMB cuts 25 |obs due to loss of income

ATLANTA (ABP)—Trustees of
the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board approved deep staff cuts in the
agency’s home office, averted an ef-
fort to repudiate a controversial docu-
ment signed by its president, and fol-
lowed orders by the Southern Baptist
Convention to refuse missions gifts
from the rival Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship.

Meeting in Atlanta Aug. 10, the
trustees approved recommendations

deleting or suspending 25 positions at -

the HMB’s Atlanta headquarters be-
cause of slumping contributions to
SBC causes nationwide.

About half the jobs are profession-
al positions and half support staff, said
Larry Lewis, HMB president.

Most of the affected professional
positions are vacant now or will be
vacant by retirement when the cuts
take effect in 1995, Lewis said. He
also said the cuts will affect support
personnel minimally, because the
board expects to hire secretaries to
replace workers unwilling to com-
mute after the agency’s move from
midtown Atlanta to a new building in
suburban Alpharetta, scheduled for
next spring.

The cuts are across the board
Lewis said, adding that section vice
presidents and department heads were
asked to propose ways to cut funds in
their areas by 6 percent either through
staff reduction or cutting programs.
Lewis said he reviewed those recom-
mendations and made the final deci-
sions.

Among the jobs eliminated are
three program positions in the evan-
gelism section, nine program posi-
tions in the extension section, four

~ UNDER CONSTRUCTION Home Mission Board Prsident Larry Lewis (left) talks with

HMB trustee Chairman Bob Curtis during a video taping session in front of the HMB'’s
new national headquarters building in suburban Atlanta. The $19.9 million building is
scheduled for completion next spring. (HMB photo by John Swain)

program positions in the ministry sec-
tion and one program position in the
research section.

The cuts reportedly will save near-
ly $1.4 million. Along with other cut-
backs, Lewis predicted the Atlanta
office will be able to absorb about half
of the $4 million being cut from cur-
rent expenditures to enable the staff
to present a balanced budget in 1995.

The Atlanta cuts “may ease the
pain” of anticipated cuts awaiting
Baptist state conventions, which re-
ceive HMB funds through matching-
fund agreements, Lewis said. State
convention officials have been told to
plan on 6 percent fewer dollars from
the agency next year, and are current-
ly in the process of deciding where to
cut back, he said.

HMB trustees voted 40-28 to en-

dorse both a resolution adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention in June
and a “resolution of intent” by the

board’s executive committee relating

to a controversial document signed by
Roman Catholic and evangelical lead-
ers last spring.

The motion, by Wade Armstrong,
a vocational evangelist from Ceredo,
W.Va,, passed as a substitute to one

offered by Bill Streich, a lay member

of First Baptist Church of Wichita
Falls, Texas.

Streich’s motion asked the board
to “renounce” the document “Evan-
gelicals'and Catholics Together: The
Christian Mission in the Third Millen-
nium.” Among evangelical leaders

signing the document were Lewis and
Richard Land, executive director of

the SBC Christian Life Commission.

Texas committee finalizes new GP proposal

DALLAS (BP)—A proposal to al-
ter the definition of Cooperative Pro-
gram giving in Texas received addi-
tional modifications Aug. 8 but now
is finalized and awaits consideration
by the state convention in November.

The Texas convention’s special
study committee still will recommend
that support for the state Cooperative
Program be expanded to include gifts
to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
and other options.

But instead of a two-tiered ap-
proach approved earlier, the commit-
tee adopted a simpler proposal, which
would allow Cooperative Program

contributions to be directed in these
ways:

I Gifts to the budget of the Baptist
General Convention of Texas and the
budget of the SBC according to the
annually adopted percentage alloca-
tion between the two.

1 Gifts to the budget of the BGCT
only.

1 Gifts to the budget of the BGCT
and to other worldwide Baptist mis-
sions and ministries, including the
SBC, any agency of the SBC, Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship, the Baptist
World Alliance “and other missions
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and ministries within the Baptist fam-

ily.”

Texas practice of allowing churches

to delete up to five line items in the

BGCT budget and SBC budget.

The vice chairman of the study

committee has said he plans to bring
a minority report to the convention

opposing the final recommendation.

John Hatch, pastor of First Baptist

Church in Lake Jackson, Texas, said
he and “four to six” others believe the
recommendation is wrong to include
gifts to the Fellowship as Cooperative

Program.
Hatch said he would concede al-

lowing gifts to the Fellowship to be

handled by the Texas convention, but
he doesn’t think they should be count-
ed as Cooperative Program giving.

Supporters of the plan, however,

have said creating two different cate

gories of state convention giving

would give the impression that Fel

lowship-supporting churches are ’
“second class” supporters of the Tex-

as convention.
Further, they point to the 1993 de
cision of the SBC Executive Commit

tee to allow churches to contribute to
the national Cooperative Program
without contributing through a state
convention. If cutting out state con-
ventions is fair, then bypassing the
national convention should be fair as

well, they argued.

v because of missions,”

o ‘tIOI'lS

The proposal would continue a

- HMB trustees
~ reject plea to
keep funds

ATLANTA (ABP)—Ignor-
ing an impassioned plea by one
board member, trustees of the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board voted overwhelmingly to
obey a Southern Baptist Conven-
tion instruction not to accept
funds from the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship.

Rose Bear, a volunteer stu-

* dent director from Terre Haute,

Ind., asked the trustees to refuse
the SBC directive against the
Fellowship, a moderate organi-

. zation promoting alternative mis-
_sions programs that bypass the

SBC.

“This is the wrong thing to do
she de-
clared.

“If we adopt the motion we

__are saying by our actions that it
- would be better for an immigrant

family to have no Bible at all
than to have one purchased with
CBEF dollars; it would be better

for a child to go hungry than to

have a bowl of soup bought with
CBE funds; it would be better for
an inner-city gang member to

_ never hear the gospel than to hear
_it from someone whose salary

was. tamted by CBF contribu—

Bear fold her fellow trustces

 she realized they might be afraid
_ of followmg her suggestion be-
_ cause of being “mlsunderstood,
 criticized or branded as liberal.

“J know those are fears I’vev

. ‘_faced ” she admitted. “ Teenagers
__aren’t the only ones who have to
_ deal with peer pressure. If that

 describes your situation, let me
urge. you to be stmng and Just say.

, Walter Carpemer of Elovs

..,ton sgud the HMB s_hqu%d re_lect'




 KENTUCKY

‘Attorney general issues opinion on graduation prayers

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

FRANKFORT—High school
commencements in Kentucky may
include public prayers that are stu-
dent-initiated, student-led and non-
sectarian in content, according to an
opinion issued last week by the state
attorney general’s office.

Assistant Attorney General Lynne
Schroering wrote the opinion, based
on inquiries to the attorney general in
light of recent Supreme Court rulings
on commencement prayers.

“We cannot clearly state that a
Kentucky school district’s decision to
allow student-directed prayer at a
high school graduation is constitu-
tional,” the opinion states. “A Ken-
tucky school district could refuse to

Monticello
youth see God
in missions

ST. LOUIS—Members of First
Baptist Church in Monticello saw
God’s power and the challenge of
home missions in a new light July 17-
23 during a missions project in St.
Louis.

On assignment from the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board, 34
members of the southern Kentucky
church traveled to Fourth Baptist
Church, located in the inner city of St.
Louis.

Once a thriving congregation of
1,000 members, Fourth Baptist
Church today struggles to stay alive
in a troubled community. Twenty-
five people attend on a good Sunday.

The Kentuckians led worship on
Sunday, then immediately began en-
listing children for afternoon Bible
clubs. On Monday, the volunteers
also began cleaning, painting and re-
pairing the decaying church building.

Monticello Pastor Coy Webb said
the children attending the Bible clubs
“tested our compassion with violent
behavior, disruptive displays and by
pushing our attempts of concern away
the first two days.

“But on Wednesday, God worked
a miracle,” he said. “The love of
Christ melted hearts.” -

By the end of the week, seven
young people had professed faith in
Jesus Christas Savior and will be bap-
tized at Fourth Baptist Church.

“Children and youth ran to meet us

with smiling faces, eager eyes and

" outstretched arms,” Webb said.
“Some had experienced love for the
first time in their young lives. They
proudly carried away gift Bibles with
personal notes on the last day.”

Also while in St. Louis, the Ken-
tuckians helped distribute emergency
food to 250 families.

“Our group walked away with
greater compassion for the hungry,
homeless and hopeless,” Webb said.
“We know some personally now. We
learned to see people through the eyes
of Jesus. )

“To go and witness God’s power
was a blessing that words cannot de-
scribe,” he concluded.

allow any form of prayer at a gradua-
tion ceremony since the law is unclear
in this area.”

But based on court rulings to date,
schools apparently have some latitude
for including prayers at high school
commencement ceremonies only,
Shroering reasons.

First, prayers should be allowed
only at high school graduation cere- -
monies and not at middle school or
elementary graduations, she writes.
“The students graduating from high
school are generally 18 years old, are
eligible to vote, drive a motor vehicle
and serve in the military. These 18-
year-old young adults are not as sus-
ceptible as the younger students to the
coercion that is the main concern in
the Lee vs. Weisman decision.”

Lee vs. Weisman is the 1992 U.S. -

FEATURED SPEAKER Tanya Rathore of Yellow Crek Bap

Supreme Court case in which the
court ruled that a school district vio-
lated the establishment clause of the
First Amendment by inviting clergy
to pray at middle school and high
school commencements.
- Second, the idea for the com-
mencement prayer must be initiated
by students. “The issue should only
arise if the students approach the ad-
ministration with a desire to have
prayer at graduation,” Shroering says.

Third, the prayer must be written
and delivered by students, she contin-
ues.

Finally, the prayer must be non-
sectarian and must not proselytize.

To make her case, Shroering cites
a number of cases heard by both the
U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S.

. - . »
tist Church in Owensboro

speaks at Glorieta Baptist Conference Center during discipleship and family development
week this summer. Rathore, winner of the Kentucky Speakers Tournament, was among
several state contest winners presenting their speeches at the New Mexico conference

center.

Dixon writes on child abuse

LOUISVILLE—Mike Dixon, di-
rector of Spring Meadows Children’s
‘Home, has written a booklet to help
teenagers know how to respond to
friends who are victims of abuse.

“Family Abuse: A Sad Reality” ‘

describes what abuse is and how teen-
agers can be helpful friends to others
who are being abused.

“The main message is for the
young person to tell someone respon-

“sible and get the abuse stopped,” Dix- |

on explained.

Dixon, who has been director at
Spring Meadows since 1990, tells in
the booklet about how he was abused
as a teen by his mother.

“It was not my fault. I truly know
that,” he wrote, “but I wish I had gone

to someone to get help. I did not know
where to go to get the help we both
needed.”

Dixon said he hopes the booklet
will help other young people know
how to get help either for themselves
or for their friends.

In the booklet, Dixon addresses is-
sues related to sexual abuse, physical
abuse, neglect, verbal abuse and
spouse abuse.

The booklet is published by Wom-
an’s Missionary Union and is a re-

source for World Changers, the

Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com-

_mission’s co-ed missions education

program.
It may be purchased through Bap-
tist Book Stores. -

Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.

She advises that any Kentucky
public school administrator planning
to allow prayer at a high school com-
mencement should be familiar with
three key cases: the Supreme Court’s
Lee vs. Weisman, the Fifth Circuit’s
Jones vs. Clear Creek Independent
School District and the Sixth Circuit’s
Stein vs. Plainwell Community
School.

Various groups concerned about
First Amendment issues have issued
differing interpretations of recent
court rulings on the matter. Further
resources are available from the Bap-
tist Joint Committee, 200 Maryland
Ave. NE, Washington, D.C. 20002,
and the SBC Christian Life Commis-
sion, 901 Commerce St., Suite 550,
Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

WESTERN RECORDER M AUGUST 16, 1994




OPINION

WESTERN RECORDER

P.0. Box 43969
Louisville, Ky. 40253

(ISSN 0043-4132)

MARV KNOX
Editor

MARK WINGFIELD
News Director

MAURI SMITH
Marketing & Business
Manager

C. R. DALEY
Editor Emeritus

Earnestly contend for the
faith which was once for
all delivered to the
saipis.—Jude 3

Western Recorder is
published weekly by Western
Recorder Inc., an agency of
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except
for one week in July and
December. For general,
information, call (502) 244-
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474.
Second class postage paid at
Louisville, Ky.

To subscribe: Send $10.60
for a one-year, individual
subscription. Group
subscriptions on the church
budget plan are $8.50 per
year. An additional church
newsletter service is available
for churches of all sizes. All
subscriptions are payable in
advance, except church
accounts, which require a tax

exemption number:-

To register change of address:
Send the mailing label from
page 1, along with your new
address, to the subscription

department at the Western -

Recorder address.

To give news tips: Call (502)
244-6472, fax to (502) 244-
6474 or write the editor or
news director.

To submit a letter: Letters on
any subject will be considered
for publication, provided they

do not make a personal attack

on anyone. Letters are limited
to 250 words and may be
edited for length.

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon
request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns on
an inside page are paid space.
Claims made by advertisers
are not necessarily those of
the Western Recorder’s staff
and directors.

Directors: Don Mantooth,
Morehead, chairman; Tom
Curry, Louisville, vice
chairman; Kay Trisler,
Harrodsburg, secretary; Jim
Abernathy, Covington; Glenn
Durham, Harlan; Rusty
Ellison, Benton; Frank Hatfield,
Shepherdsville; Isaac
McDonald, Elizabethtown;
June B. Rice, Paintsville; John
Searcy, Franklin; William
Thurman, Lexington; James
Weaver, Madisonville.

Is some of the nation’s moral cor-
ruption due to unbalanced preaching?

Preachers are declaring God’s love
and the priceless redemption in
Christ. But it is not enough to declare
God’s love and not his judgment.

Chuck Colson said, “We are wit-
nessing the death of conscience in our
youth. ... We have no more than five
years to reverse the downward
trends.”

Early-day preaching in America
focused on topics such as “Sinners In
the Hands of an Angry God” and “Be-
ware of Fire and Brimstone.”

Are we declaring the whole coun-
sel of God if we do not emphasize his
judgment as well as his love?

Jesus did not hesitate to denounce
the Pharisees as hypocrites for not
practicing what they preached. On

Woes of unbalanced preaching

another occasion, Jesus warned, “Un-
less you repent, you, too, will all per-
ish” (Luke 13:3). i

Can it be that the Ten Command-
ments have been misunderstood as
merely legislation for the nation of
Israel, when God shared with Moses
the moral principles on which he had
founded the earth and mankind—
these moral principles that are as val-
id as the physical laws he made, such
as the law of gravity? -

To borrow a metaphor from E.
Stanley Jones, the design of a railroad
calls for the train to run on the rails. If
something goes awry, and the train is
derailed, destruction follows. So it is
with the disobedience of God’s
laws—destruction!

Moses warned Israel in Deuteron-
omy 30:17-18, “But if your heart

turns away and you are not obedient,
... you will certainly be destroyed.”

Can it be that we need strong
preaching on each of the command-
ments, God’s moral laws, so that one
can be warned that if one disobeys
Almighty God, one will be de-
stroyed?

Ninevah, that great city of wicked-
ness, after hearing Jonah’s preaching,
did repent and turned from its evil
ways, and God had compassion and
did not bring the destruction he had
threatened. %

Again, Jesus’ words need to be

- heard: “Unless you repent, you, too,

will all perish.” But also his love is
declared in John 5:24: “I tell you the
truth, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be condemned; he
has crossed over from death to life.”
Catherine Kuhnle
Lexington

Knee-jerk reaction

I did not want to write this letter
and tried to talk myself out of it, but it
is my knee-jerk reaction to the article
(WR, July 26) by the executive secre-
tary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

His article was
about the vote at
the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in Orlando not to re-
ceive funds from the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship. This decision as
well as several other actions by the
convention were referred to as “knee-
jerk reactions” by the convention and
messengers. If a vote on this issue
were taken in Kentucky, we would
find that Kentucky Baptists would be
pretty evenly divided on it.

As a pastor, I have seen a number
of times when the church voted to do
things I did not agree with. Some-
times these were issues that the

BAPTIST FORUM

church was pretty- evenly divided on.
What kind of a pastor would I be if I
turned around and chastised the
church publicly for its decision and
accused them of having a “knee-jerk
reaction?”

I believe our executive secretary-
treasurer could use
a little more diplo-
macy and be a lot
more sensitive to
the many Kentucky Baptists who dif-
fer with him on issues.

Norman F. Workman
Falmouth

Don’t let them slip

One of the pupils I taught as an el-
ementary classroom teacher was a
small third-grader who shared with
me in our class time that he wanted to
kill himself. Immediately I sought for
help, from the Lord and from my su-
pervisor. It was too much for me to

handle alone. Through God’s guid-
ance, this lad was able to turn the cor-
ner away from his desperate impulse.
Of course, his parents were enlisted;
however, they were more of the prob-
lem than their son.

By the grace of God, prayer, inter-
vention and understanding, I watched
the pupil gain confidence, practice
faith, assume leadership and grow
happier in the course of the school
year. I claim no praise for his
progress. I believe if I had not been a
Christian teacher, I could not have
taken part in this transformation. To
God goes the glory.

When the schoel bells ring, please
check on more than may be apparent
in your children. They need Christian
attitudes, examples, encouragement
and intercession. Let’s not wait until
they slip through our fingers. Bring
them to Jesus.

: Edith G. Oldham
Louisville

Paradox

Scandinavia in summer presents
the unusual opportunity of daylight
for almost 24 hours each day.

Nature’s provision of a long sum-
mer evening and Sweden’s law which
makes illegal the ownership of a
handgun, combine to give delight to
any traveler to Sweden in summer.

Thus our delight, at 10:30 one
evening after a Baptist
World Alliance session, in
discovering the historic
Uppsala park of perennials
‘which grows today just as
it did over 150 years ago;
gate open, no charge, visi-
tors welcome. It was a qui-
et place, sturdy benches
placed at convenient inter-
vals, bidding travelers to
rest awhile, not only in the
beauty of the garden but in

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

m W. Marshall

is cold and damp most of the year.
Bicycles abound and are left, for the
most part, unlocked. Homes and busi-
ness properties are designed for ener-
gy conservation.

With an average tax on wage earn-
ers above 50 percent, their social sys-
tem provides medical coverage for all
citizens as well as other “universal”
benefits. With their economy in reces-
sion and relatively high unemploy-
ment, the system is being
tested. With gasoline
above $4 per gallon, bicy-
cles make good sense in
this level terrain.

Bike traffic runs paral-
lel with the pedestrian
sidewalks, creating a haz-
ard for the unwary tourist.
By the time we departed, I
had concluded that Swe-
den would be an ideal
country to tour by bike.
And I wondered if our

the safety of a leading
world advocate of non-violence.

We were surprised by frequent
apologies from Swedish guides about
their historic reputation as aggressive
and violent Vikings. Non-violence
and pacifism now produce a common
thread within the fabric of contempo-
rary Swedish culture. Like Switzer-
land, they remained neutral in World
War II.

Swedes seem also to have made
peace with their environment, which
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own local and national planners
would ever, in my lifetime, give seri-
ous consideration to making self-
powered vehicular travel safe and
convenient in the high-population
centers where it would make the most
difference. Would I bike to work with
such an infrastructure? You bet! Not
every day, but as often as weather and
schedule permitted. -

But such changes require the will-
ingness of an American culture grown

accustomed to indulgent forms of
travel S

This will likely never happen until
we are forced by necessity to do so.
In the meantime, unlike the Swedes,
we will continue to use more than our
fair share of the earth’s provisions.

I was further impressed that in a
so-called “secular” society, shops
were closed on Sunday. Though the
percentage of citizens attending
church is abysmally small, I find it
paradoxical they observe Sunday as a
day of rest while “religious” America
is mostly “open” on Sunday.

The same with guns and violence.

.In our nation which provides the larg-

est number of missionaries, there is

more violence than in any other na-

tion in the world not at war. Sweden
may be the least-violent, even though
religion holds relatively little commit-
ment there.

Perhaps the answer to the paradox
lies in logistics—Sweden has but 8
million citizens for whom to care, opt-
ing for a society which is heavily
taxed but adequately provided for in
return.

They do seem to have learned bet-
ter how to care for the earth and each
other. Perhaps they can teach us, if we
should ever decide to listen.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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arated still means married. And :

 if he is making advances foward

you, he may be doing the same
to others as well.

A single woman once fold me

that she always divides what a

married man tells her by four. He
may tell you that he has a lousy
marriage, a nagging wife and that
they are getting a divorce. Even
if that is somewhat accurate,
there is no.guarantee that he is

telling you the whole truth.

= Men too often use a separa-
 tion as trial smgleness awayto

test their coping skills as a possi-

W Send your questmns about
. -cluldren, teens, marriage, singles

_ ble single. We live in an age of

. disposable sexual partners. If you
_ belp this man make that transi-
_ tion, there is no guarantee you'll
_ be a permanent part of his life,
 despite his promises. He 1l prob-

or aging to “Family Forum,”

* Western Recorder, Box 43969,

Lonisville, Ky, 40253,



EDITORIALS

Conspiracy theories hurt conservatives’ cause

Conservative Christians’ credibility has taken a bruising lately, and a
couple of their heroes have provided the cause.

Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson both subtly—and not-so-subtly in
one case—alleged the president of the United States is responsible for
murder.

Take Falwell first: His Liberty Alliance has distributed a video called
“Clinton’s Circle of Power” that claims Bill Clinton has had his political
enemies killed. E.J. Dionne, a syndicated Washington Post columnist,
quotes the video quoting longtime Clinton adversary Larry Nichols of
Arkansas: “You may also wonder what it’s been like fighting Bill Clin-
ton. People are dead in Arkansas. There are people that are dead. Yeah.
When I started this, I knew that I might be one of the unsolved mysteries
in Arkansas. There were boys on the railroad track. There were count-
less and countless people that mysteriously died that, as it turned out,
had some connection to Bill Clinton. I believe this is going on today.”

Robertson has focused on a very public 1993 death, that of Vincent
Foster, an assistant counsel at the White House and former law partner
of Hillary Rodham Clinton. Law-enforcement and medical investigators
ruled Foster’s death a suicide, but Robertson spins a much more sinister
scenario. New York Times writer Erik Eckholm quotes Robertson from
his “700 Club” television show: “Was there a murder of a White House
counsel? It looks more and more like that.”

Modern society may have devalued human life, but murder still is a
serious charge, especially when it implicates the president of the United
States. If Falwell and Robertson have evidence Clinton is an accomplice
to murder, they should take that information to state and federal prosecu-
tors. No sane American of any party affiliation wants any president to
walk free if he’s guilty of murder. But if Falwell and Robertson don’t
have solid evidence to take to the prosecutors, they should apologize for
their rumor-mongering and keep their mouths shut about it.

This, of course, is a sensitive topic. Millions of conservative Chris-
tians find Clinton and his policies detestable. Based on their understand-
ing of the Bible, they believe he’s wrong on practically everything—
from abortion, to gays in the military, health care reform, handgun con-

trol and the National Endowment for the Arts. They see themselves en-
gaged in a culture war for the very soul of the nation, and they look to
preachers such as Falwell and Robertson as their generals.

Try, if you will, to separate issue from tactic.

The larger issue is a philosophical debate over the direction of the

. nation. Christians can and should be involved in this discussion; “sepa-

ration of church and state” never meant religious people have no place at
the table when national policy is being deliberated. Values and perspec-
tives long held dear-seem to be eroding in our culture. Christians and
other religious people have a right to their passionate concerns and a
right to urge the populace to adopt their standards as public norms. In a
democracy, everyone should have a voice, and that includes people of
religious faith.

But this tactic is unworthy of people who label themselves with the
name of our Lord and Savior. The Ninth Commandment forbids bearing
false witness, and the Bible elsewhere condemns slander and gossip:
Matthew 18 outlines the formula for resolving personal conflicts. No-
where does the Bible advocate engaging in dirty political tricks, even if
the purpose is believed to be noble.

America does indeed seem to be waging a culture war. Unfortunately,
one of the strongest impediments to the cause of people of faith, espe-
cially conservative evangelical Christians, is the common caricature that
they are hard-hearted and deceitful, willing to do practically anything to
achieve their purposes. When Falwell and Robertson go out peddling
murder conspiracies—especially with shallow documentation based on
the say-so of partisan people whose motives are suspect at best—they
reinforce that caricature and hurt their case. They erode the credibility of
conservative Christians everywhere, especially before a public ready to
judge and label people according to the sound bytes of their leaders.

For the reputations of Christians everywhere and the sake of their
own cause, Southern Baptist leaders close to Falwell and Robertson
should send them a clear message: “Either put up or shut up. The ends
don’t justify this meanness.”

Marv Knox

Baptists’ West End Mission Project merits commendation

Two Kentucky Baptist institutions—Baptist Fellowship Center and
Baptist Hospital East in Louisville—deserve commendation for bridg-
ing barriers and launching a project that will make a major difference in
poor people’s lives.

Working with staff from the Kentucky Baptist Executive Board and a
host of community agencies, Baptist Fellowship Center and Baptist Hos-
pital East have founded the West End Mission Project. A story about the
latest development in the project is on page 12 of this week’s Western
Recorder.

The concept began last year, when the center’s director, Johnnie Clark,
and other Baptist ministers from the West End approached the Kentucky
Baptist Convention about meeting health care needs. Baptist Healthcare
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~  Deep Mama
~ on family life. So I ab
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 ed for me to open the door» .
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_ counter asked. =~ .
“T'll treat,” she told me, Tummg to the
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her and tea for me. Deep Mama’s informa- -
tion network is impeccable; she knew I'm

toned. ‘Three pla

ers have—or had—a chance of breakmg the bathtub buxlt new bookshelves in the‘:
Roger Mans home run record And the

System took up the challenge and assigned Baptist East the lead role.

Now, the project has the potential to alleviate longstanding medical and

social problems in the community, one of the state’s poorest. It also pro-
vides a vital bridge for racial reconciliation between the West End, which
is predominantly African American, and eastern Jefferson County, Wthh
is overwhelmingly white.

Baptist Fellowship Center has been a community leader since its start
in' 1914.

This new project illustrates how, under the leadership of President Ed
Vaughn, Baptist Healthcare System is emphasizing “Baptist” in its name
and claiming ministry as a vital part of its mission.

Marv Knox

basement weeded the garden And nght-ﬁ

Jerry Falwell and
Pat Robertson may
be hurting, not
helping,
conservative
Christians’ cause
by fueling rumors
that President Bill
Clinton is an
accomplice to
murder. If they
have hard evidence
to back up the
assertions, they
should hand it over
to prosecutors. If
not, they should
apologize. -
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Assisted suicide cases raise fears among opponents

By David Anderson
Religious News Service

LOS ANGELES (RNS)—A fed-
eral court decision overturning Wash-
ington State’s assisted suicide ban is
“profoundly disturbing,” says Cardi-
nal Roger Mahony of Los Angeles, an
outspoken cleric on issues of church
and society.

“If this ruling stands,” the head of
the Catholic Church’s Los Angeles
archdiocese warned, ‘“non-voluntary
as well as voluntary euthanasia will
provide a ‘final exit’ for many whose
lives are seen by others as not Worth
living.”

Meanwhile, Burke Balch, director
of medical ethics for the National
Right to Life Committee, called the
ruling “a very scary decision because
of its sweeping nature.”

In an interview, Balch expressed
concern—especially in light of a jury
decision in a Michigan assisted sui-
cide case—that there is “a general
movement from the principle of re-
spect for life to concern for the quali-
ty of life.”

Mahony and Balch made their
comments in the wake of a May 4 rul-
ing by U.S. District Court Judge Bar-

NAL NOTES
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bara Rothstein in Seattle which said
the state’s law against assisted suicide
for the terminally ill violates the 14th
amendment provision barring states
from infringing on individual liber-
ties.

That ruling came on the heels of
the acquittal in Michigan of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian, the so-called “suicide
doctor” who has helped 20 terminally
ill people end their lives.

Together, the two incidents are
likely to prompt a heightened and in-
creasingly volatile public debate over
end-of-life issues.

In the ruling, Rothstein compared
a terminally ill person’s ““constitution-
ally guaranteed right” to hasten death
with the right to choose abortion or
refuse life support. -

She called the right to choose
death a “choice central to personal
dignity and autonomy.”

But in his statement, Mahony said,
“It is absurd to say that this ruling
serves personal dignity and autono-
my—for in the most radical way di-
rect killing deprives a human person
of dignity and autonomy.

“All that it serves is the attitude
that we can solve people’s problems
by getting rid of people,” he said.

Balch added that a shift in public
attitudes away from respect for life to
concerns about quality of life reflects
“a growing, perhaps now dominant”
mood. But at the same time he noted
that when assisted suicide measures
have been on state ballots they have
been defeated after right-to-life forc-
es made their case.

The shift in the public’s mood
seemed to be underscored by the
Kevorkian acquittal, which some crit-
ics said was based more on emotion-
alism than law. 2

The verdict, said the Anti-Eutha-
nasia Task Force, was “just one more
instance ... where the jury succumbed
to soap opera defense of legal games,
word games and emotionalism.”

Rita Marker, executive director of
the group, said the argument put for-
ward on Kevorkian’s behalf—that he
was helping to end “suffering”—also
could be applied to gassing the home-
less to end homelessness and poison-
ing the unemployed to solve the un-
employment problem.

Ben Mitchell, director of biomedi-
cal and life issues for the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission,
called the Kevorkian acquittal “anoth-
er example of the horrendous assault

on the sanctity of human life.”

The Michigan jury decided that
Kevorkian’s role in helping a 30-
year-old man end the agony of degen-
erative nerve disease he was suffer-
ing was to alleviate suffering rather
than cause death.

The Michigan law was specifical-
ly designed to block Kevorkian from
aiding in any more suicides.

Mitchell criticized the jury deci-
sion for relying on what he termed a
loophole in the Michigan law allow-
ing doctors to treat pain and also crit-
icized the jury for “misdirected senti-
mentality.”

“Will we return to a compassion-
ate society of men and women who
love their neighbors,” he asked, “or
will we continue to slide into the
abyss of barbarism?”

The Kevorkian case, principally a
local matter, has less far-reaching im-
plications than the federal court rul-
ing in Washington.

Mahony warned that, in the wake
of the Washington ruling, “authoriza-
tion for active killing by physicians
will surely follow.

“The ruling’s use of past court de-
cisions on abortion and the withdraw-
al of treatment is especially ominous.”

Senate committee holds
hearing on gay-rights bill

WASHINGTON (BP)—The Sen-
ate held its first hearing July 29 on the
Employment Non-discrimination
Act, a bill which would prohibit em-
ployment discrimination against ho-
mosexuals and bisexuals.

The bill, which was debated in the
Senate Labor and Human Resources
Committee, provides an exemption
for religious organizations, except in
the case of for-profit activities. The
legislation does not apply to the mili-
tary and does not require benefits for
domestic partners.

Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., chief

sponsor of the bill, has 29 co-sponsors

in the Senate. Rep. Gerry Studds, D.-
Mass., is prime sponsor of a compan-
ion bill in the House of Representa-
tives with 124 co-sponsors.

The Labor Committee hearing ap-
parently was the first Congressional
hearing on a homosexual rights bill
held in Washington. Although a date
for a committee vote has not been
scheduled, such action is expected
before Congress adjourns this fall, a
committee spokesperson said.

The bill would produce “special
privileges for an elite group that has
unjustly played the victim card to ad-
vance,” George Mason University
law professor Joseph Broadus told the
committee.

“For the first time legislation seeks
to defend not status but particular be-
havior and declare that behavior to be
both irrelevant to the employer’s busi-
ness and superior to the employer’s
and customer’s interest,” Broadus
said. “It can’t be said that discrimina-
tion based on sexual behavior violates
American values unless we have

“abandoned our traditional belief that

sexual behavior choices profoundly
reflect character.”
But Sen. Kennedy, in an opening

statement, countered, ‘“This bill is not
about granting special rights—it is
about righting senseless wrongs.”

Of nine witnesses testifying before
the committee, only Broadus and
Robert Knight of the Family Research
Council opposed the legislation.

In his testimony, Knight said the
bill will order Americans for the first

- time to “hire people they believe to be

committing immoral acts precisely
because they commit those acts.”

Although the bill says quotas for
homosexuals are prohibited, both
Broadus and Knight said the legisla-
tion would lead to unofficial quotas.

Kennedy said discrimination
against homosexuals in the workplace
is “too often a fact of life. Throughout
the country, qualified employees live
in fear of losing their livelihood for
reasons that have nothing to do with
their job skills or their job perfor-
mance. :

“Job discrimination is not only un-
American—it is counterproductive,”
he said. “It excludes qualified individ-
uals, lowers work-force productivity
and hurts us all.”

In related action, the Senate Aug.
1 passed an amendment prohibiting
funding of any public school district
which teaches homosexuality is a
positive lifestyle.

The amendment to an education
funding reauthorization bill would
deny federal funds to any school
which implements a “program or ac-
tivity that has either the purpose of
effect of encouraging or supporting
homosexuality as a positive lifestyle
alternative.”

A Senate and House conference
committee currently is drafting a
compromise version of the bill, so it
is uncertain whether this amendment
will be retained in the final version. -



Using the Western
Recorder’s back
page for your church
‘newsletter never
has been easier
than today. Before
assuming it’s not
right for your
church, let us tell
you all the things
we can do to make
your newsletter look
better and cost less.

1. We can take it however you dish it out.

The Recorder receives church news pages in a variety of
forms. Some churches type out their copy on a typewriter
and paste it down. Some churches use a computer. Some
use sophisticated desktop publishing systems. The point
is, you don’t have to invest in more sophisticated
equipment than you already have. But, at the same time,
you don’t have to make a relic out of whatever “state-of-
the-art” equipment you've already invested in.

2. You can mail, messenger or modem on Monday.

Churches get their news pages to the Recorder in a variety
of ways. Some mail the page in. Some drop it off in
person. An increasing number send it electronically. The
bottom line: We need your page by noon on Monday for
publication that week. That means you can get in your
Sunday statistics if you hand-deliver your page or send it
electronically.

Y;. We get the picture.
our church news page may include as many photographs
as you like. We offer high-quality reproduction.

4. 1t's a deal even Ross Perot would like:

Publishing your newsletter with the Western Recorder is
an excellent value. We’re good at helping churches balance
their budgets by reducing newsletter costs. We can mail
your church newsletter and all the helpful content of the
Recorder to every family in your church for less than the
cost of sending them a postcard. And with postage rates
scheduled to increase again soon, we will be an even
better value for the future.

to use the Western Recorder '

news page plan

. Color us flexible. |
For a small fee, you can use a second ink color other than
black on your newsletter page.

b. We've got designs for you.
We offer six contemporary page designs which we’ll glady
adapt for your use. These professional-looking designs will
enhance the attractiveness and readability of your
newsletter—all at no extra cost. But if you have your own
design already, that’s fine too. We'll work with you to make
sure your page looks the best it possibly can.

7. We'll set your staff free.

Preparing a news page for the Western Recorder usually
takes significantly less staff time than producing a -
newsletter in-house. This can free up your valuable staff
time for other important ministries.

8. It's no myth, mister

It may be a secret in some places, but it's no myth that the
Recorder offers the best value for church newsletters
combined with timely news of faith & inspiration.

9. Oh, why not tonight? |

Now, is there any good reason why your church shouldn’t
be using the Recorder’s news page plan? We didn’t think
so. Just take that simple step of faith and give us a call.
We'll counsel with you, provide materials to help you and
even come make a presentation to your church if
appropriate. You’ll never know how good this deal might

be unless you ask. Call us now at (502) 244-6470.

- Western Recorder

Practical Resources for Christian Living
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BAPTISTS

“He’s a lifelong
independent, and
my prediction is
that as long as he
can enjoy an
unofficial alliance
like he has, that’s
what he would

continue to do.”
Falwell spokesman
Mark DeMoss, on
whether the
independent Baptist
pastor will affiliate with
- the SBC

. Freddie Gage

James Merritt
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Falwell gaining influence in SBC, but will he join?

Continued from page 1
Liberty University’s board of trustees.
Of 32 trustees, eight are prominent
Southern Baptists: evangelist Freddie
Gage; Jack Graham, pastor of Preston-
wood Baptist Church in Dallas; Rich-
ard Lee, pastor of Rehobeth Baptist
Church in Atlanta; James Merritt, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in the At-
lanta suburb of Snellville; evangelist
and former SBC President Bailey
Smith; Vines, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Jacksonville, Fla.; Ike
Reighard, pastor of New Hope
Baptist Church in Fay-

etteville, Ga.; and Bev-
erly LaHaye, an au- <°

thor/lecturer and
member of Mon-
trose Baptist
Church in Rock-
ville, Md.

The
news-
paper
was fol-
lowed a
month lat-
er by a direct-mail
piece promoting Fal-
well’s “Super Conference” to
be held in Lynchburg in October.

Eight of 12 key speakers at that
event are prominent Southern Baptists:
0O.S. Hawkins and his wife, Susan;
Bailey Smith and his wife, Sandy; Ed
Young and his wife, Jo Beth; and Rick
Warren and his wife, Kay. Hawkins is
pastor of First Baptist Church of Dal-
las; Young is pastor of Second Baptist
Church in Houston; and Warren is pas-
tor of Saddleback Valley Community
Church in Mission Viejo, Calif.

Mark Smith, editor of the Liberty
Flame, -said the newspaper is a new
publication of Falwell’s ministries,
with the first issue published in April
1994.

But Smith said he is “not sure who
all receives it.”

The paper is mailed out periodical-
ly “to the same audience,” which he
said he believes is primarily Falwell
donors, some pastors, parents of Lib-
erty students, Liberty alumni and sub-
scribers to Falwell’s now-defunct Fun-
damentalist Journal. The total mailing
list is about 75,000 people, he said.

Falwell spokesman Mark DeMoss
confirmed the trend toward greater
Southern Baptist participation in Fal-

Bafley Smith

Ike Reighard

EF"V/

well-sponsored programs, but said it
is “not terribly new” although it “may
seem more apparent” now.

“Jerry Falwell has enjoyed for a
number of years a great relationship
with not so much the Southern Bap-
tist Convention but with many South-
ern Baptists,” DeMoss said. “He has
added Southern Baptists to the uni-
versity trustee board in significant
numbers. He has for a good many
years been invited to speak in South-
ern Baptist pulpits and has reciprocat-

ed with having many Southern
Baptists either at Tho-
mas Road Baptist
Church or at Lib-
erty University.”

Esoit
exam-
p 1 e :

4'

Cnswell
former pas-
tor of First Bap-

e tist Church in

Dallas and the pa-

Q triarch of SBC con-

servatives, is the only

person to deliver more

than one commencement ad-

dress at Liberty University, DeMoss
said. Criswell has spoken at thre€uni

versity commencements.

DeMoss said a number of Fal-
well’s “closest personal friends would
be Southern Baptist pastors.”

One of Falwell’s closest friends
among the SBC’s new leaders is
Paige Patterson, now president of
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. When
Patterson was in trouble with trustees
of his former employer, Criswell Col-
lege in Dallas, in 1991, Falwell of-
fered for Patterson to become presi-
dent of Liberty University. Patterson
declined.

Another friend is Reighard, who
invited Falwell to speak to this sum-
mer’s Southern Baptist Pastors’ Con-
ference in Orlando, Fla. At that gath-
ering, Falwell praised the “spiritual
and theological restoration” of the
SBC but said he had no plans to join
the convention.

“Our friendship is based on what
we believe and what we’re trying to
accomplish,” he said in an interview
in Orlando. Although a more formal
merger has not received his “serious

T

Rlchard Lee

Jerry Vines “

A
SBC FRIENDS Jerry Falwell preaches at the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference in Or-
lando, Fla., in June. (BP photo)

consideration,” that’s not to say it
couldn’t happen, he explained.
Falwell previously attended an
SBC annual meeting in Las Vegas in
1989, when he addressed the Confer-

ence of Southern Baptist Evangelists. *

In addition to these national en-

gagements, Falwell has spoken “at a-

number of state Baptist conventions
or pastors’ conferences,” DeMoss re-
ported.

Falwell has appeared regularly on
special programs—particularly build-
ing dedications—at Southern Baptist
megachurches in recent years.

He has spoken twice at First Bap-
tist Church of Snellville, Ga., where
Liberty trustee James Merritt is pas-
tor.

In October 1992, Falwell shared
the Snellville podium with Oliver
North, who then was speaking across
America in an attempt to raise $5 mil-
lion for legal expenses incurred when
he was charged with lying to Con-
gress about the Iran-Contra affair.

Falwell also has spoken at Reho-
beth Baptist Church in Atlanta, his
second appearance at the church,
where Richard Lee is pastor. Lee
served on the board of the PTL minis-
try when Falwell took over in the af-
termath of Jim Bakker’s fall from
grace. Lee now serves as a trustee of
Liberty University.

Last year, Falwell spoke at Mon-
trose Baptist Church in Rockville,
Md., in what was billed as a “bridge-
building” conference between South-
ern Baptists and independent Baptists.
“This may be the beginning of a lot of
cooperation, and a lot of bridges will
be built” Montrose Pastor Bob Crow-
ley said at the time.

Most recently, Falwell preached
Aug. 7 at Colonial Heights Baptist
Church in Colonial Heights, Va., as
part of a dedication for a new 1,200-
seat sanctuary.

Pastor Terry Harper, a prominent
conservative leader in Virginia, said
he would welcome Falwell into the

SBC but doubts Falwell will make
such a move.

“I think he’s very encouraged by
the conservative turn we’ve seen in
the convention,” Harper said. “We
talked ‘a little"about that in our time
before the service. He’s very encour-
aged by Southeastern Seéminary.”

Harper said he believes Falwell
“feels a kinship with the theological
position of so many of our leaders,
and he wants to be a source of encour-
agement.”

DeMoss agreed with that assess-
ment, likening Falwell’s relationship
to the SBC as being “a cheerleader on
the side and nothing more.”

“He’s a lifelong independent, and
my prediction is that as long as he can
enjoy an unofficial alliance like he
has, that’s what he would continue to
do,” DeMoss said.

Meanwhile, the SBC has contin-
ued to smooth the way for churches
like Falwell’s to enter the convention.

Last February, then-SBC Presi-
dent Ed Young announced the recom-
mendation of an SBC task force that
the SBC aggressively open its doors
to more independent Baptists.

“The day of bitterness is generally
over” between Southern Baptists and
independent fundamentalists, Young
told the SBC Executive Committee.
“They like who we are. They like
where we’re going, and they’re ready
to come home to a Bible-believing
denomination.”

Soon after Young’s report, Falwell
spokesman DeMoss told the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch that a Falwell-
SBC merger shouldn’t be ruled out.
“There are certainly more reasons to-
day for compatibility between inde-
pendents and Southern Baptists,” he
said.

Meanwhile, in light of the SBC
task force report, the Executive Com-
mittee has prepared a new promotion-
al piece describing how existing in-
dependent churches can affiliate with
the SBC.



BAPTISTS

Falwell has fans and foes among Southern Baptists

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Whether Jerry Falwell remains a
well-liked but distant relative to the
Southern Baptist Convention or
moves into the family manor could be
- an indicator of the SBC’s future, some
Baptists believe.

“I think he would be a wonderful
help to us if he ever decided he want-
ed to affiliate with our convention,”
said Terry Harper, pastor of Colonial
Heights Baptist Church in Colonial
Heights, Va. “Dr. Falwell has done as
much or more than any man alive to-
day to influence our nation for moral-
ity. He has set a standard and pace
which has had some influence on us
in the Southern Baptist Convention.”

But even Falwell’s admirers admit
the televangelist generates negative
reaction as strongly as he does posi-
tive reaction. And a number of those
detractors are Southern Baptists.

“The day Jerry Falwell comes into
the Southern Baptist Convention, you
will see the split. A lot of middle-of-
the-road people who have hung in
will not take that,” said a former
Lynchburg-area pastor who has tak-
en a middle-of-the-road stance on
SBC politics and therefore asked not
to be identified.

“My opinion is that the smartest
people in the convention who are still
in power understand that. He’s a

cousin you want te kiss but you don’t. .

want to bring home.”

However, Falwell’s stature among -

Southern Baptist pastors apparently
has been on the rise since the early
1980s.

James Guth, professor of political
science at Furman University, has
surveyed Southern Baptist pastors in

every presidential election year since
1980. In 1980, 1984 and 1988, he
asked the pastors specifically about
Falwell. Over the course of that time,
Southern Baptist clergy became “dis-
tinctively more positive toward Fal-
well,” he reported.

Southern Baptist attitudes about
Falwell pretty much fall along party
lines, Guth said. “Conservatives were
often quite positive toward Falwell
and thought he ought to be a South-
ern Baptist ...; moderates, of course,
and centrist conservatives
were more suspicious

Reighard, who invited Falwell to
speak to the SBC Pastors’ Conference
this summer, summed up the feelings
of many Falwell admirers when he
said, “He’s so much bigger than the
SBC.”

But others, particularly Falwell
foes and SBC moderates, take a dif-
ferent view and suggest several rea-
sons a Falwell-SBC merger might
become beneficial to both parties.

These theories generally revolve
around the tough financial times that
have afflicted both Falwell and the
SBC in recent years.

“Many of us have suspected that

as the SBC looked for new constitu-
encies, they might turn to segments of
the independent Baptist tradition,”
said church historian Bill Leonard,
chair of the religion department at
Samford University in Birmingham,
Ala.

And several leaders among SBC
conservatives readily admit they think
Falwell’s image could be an asset to
the SBC imr some circles. Such an en-
dorsement could open doors to new
constituencies for SBC schools, mis-

sions and literature.
On Falwell’s side,

toward him.” QE F’ ~ , some observers
Both friends Q % say, the benefits
and foes of Fal- of an alli-
well, when asked asnscie
about Falwell po- - | w oul d
tentially com- . )
ing into \ further
t° hile = g#n i 8 enhanced
SBC, b stature  for
say they Falwell and
clatn st more support for
figure Q his various minis-
what Falwell could tries, which for
gain by the alliance. 'G years have skated on
Georgia pastor Ike - the edge of financial disas-

From 1979 to 1989, Falwell’s
Moral Majority is believed to have
brought in donations of $69 million
from 6 million people. But the tele-
vangelist scandals of the late 1980s
impacted Falwell, even though he
was not among-those who fell from
grace.

Contributions to Falwell’s minis-
tries slipped from $135 million in
1986 to below $100 million in 1987,
according to a report in the Lexington
Herald-Leader.

Groups of investors—including
some mom-and-pop bondholders—

threatened to foreclose on Falwell’s
ministries.

Things worsened in 1993, when
“The Old-Time Gospel Hour” agreed
to pay $50,000 in back taxes for what

-the IRS declared improper political

activities in 1986 and 1987.

By that time, Falwell’s debts re-
portedly had reached $37.6 million at
“The Old-Time Gospel Hour” and
$73 million at Liberty University.

As recently as June 1994, Falwell .

said the finances of his ministries still
were not on solid footing.

“We’re still poor, and our finances
are tight,” he said in an article pub-
lished in the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch. “We’re tightening the belt and
doing all things that are prudent.”

Falwell reported that Liberty Uni-
versity had a $7 million operating def-
icit at the end of 1993.

And last month, the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools put
Liberty University’s academic ac-
creditation on “warning” status be-
cause of its financial problems, ac-
cording to the Times-Dispatch.

Beyond finances, another asset to
Falwell of merger could be opening
new markets for his school’s gradu-
ates to be hired.

“The only reason I can imagine for
Jerry Falwell to be a part of the SBC
is to find a place for his boys to
preach,” said one former Lynchburg-
area pastor.

Despite these assertions, Falwell’s
spokesman and friends don’t expect
to see Falwell come into the SBC.
“Falwell can’t really see any advan-
tage to that,” confirmed SBC evange-
list Bailey Smith.

Southern Baptists “are flooding”
Falwell’s school already, Smith said,
so there could be no real advantage.

“He’s a cousin you
want to kiss but
you don’t want to
bring home.”

A former Lynchburg-
area pastor on the
relationship between
Jerry Falwell and
Southern Baptist leaders

Mouw calls for civil evangelicals

PASADENA, Calif. (RNS)—A leading member of the
conservative evangelical community has called for the rebirth
of civility in evangelical circles.

Richard Mouw, president of Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, Calif., said in an interview that too often the
“fundamental posture is chip-on-our-shoulder, we're right
and everybody else is wrong, triumphalist and arrogant.”

Mouw holds conservative positions on abortion and
homosexual issues and in the past has advocated
evangelicals getting involved in the political process.

But now, he said, he cringes when aggressive anti-
abortion protesters shout “Murderers!” at opponents.

While he disagrees with those who perform abortion and
thinks the practice should be stopped, it is wrong to assume
all pro-abortion advocates are motivated by murder, Mouw
said.

“They are not really excited about murdering babies. There
are other motivations out there,” he said.

Christians should take uncompromising stands at times,
Mouw said. But Christians also should heed Hebrews 12:14,
which urges followers of Jesus to “pursue peace with
everyone,” and Titus 3:2, which recommends that befievers
“be gentle and show every courtesy to everyone.”

Mouw launched some of today’s Christian activism with
his first book, “Political Evangelism,” published 25 years ago.
But now he believes “those pleas for evangelicals to get
involved have been too successful.”

“Evangelicals have entered into the public arena with the
same kind of oversimplification, the same cliches and
sloganeering kind of mentality that had characterized our
dealing with other kinds of isssues,” he said.
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BAPTISTS

'Has the SBC already spllt" Depends who you ask

SBC not alone in internal struggles

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

Are Southern Baptists headed for
a split?

It’s a question many people have
been asking for 15 years but more ear-
nestly since June, when the Southern
Baptist Convention distanced itself
from the rival Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship.

The convention action—which in-
structed SBC agencies not to accept
contributions channeled through the
Fellowship—was seen by some in
both camps as an attempt to force the
Fellowship to declare itself a new de-
nomination and leave the Southern
Baptist Convention.

Founded three years ago by mod-
erate Southern Baptists upset with the
SBC’s conservative leadership, the
Atlanta-based Fellowship conducts
annual meetings, collects money to
support a variety of ministries
($11 million last year), and ac-
cepts churches and individu-
als into membership

Equally important, it has
become the repository of

. ‘ . '"‘ Q
moderates’ hopes for the fu- E

ture—both for those who want
to reform the SBC and those ready to
break away.

Some conservative SBC leaders—
including the editors of Baptist
Press—already have declared the Fel-
lowship to be a new denomination.
But other observers—including sev-
eral historians—say it’s too early to
tell, and it may never happen.

Still others say the Fellowship is
gradually but inevitably becoming a
denomination, whether or not that is
the intent.

For its part, the Fellowship so far
has shunned the label “denomina-
tion.” Fellowship Coordinator Cecil
Sherman, in a recent letter to Baptist
editors, denied charges the Fellow-
ship is launching a new denomina-
tion.

“It is not true,” Sherman wrote.
“The Fellowship has worked hard to
remain within the SBC.”

But such disclaimers have left
many of the Fellowship’s detractors
unconvinced.

“In America you don’t have to de-
clare yourself a denomination to be
one,” said Al Mohler, president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville. Mohler believes
the Fellowship fits an “organic defi-
nition” of a denomination—that is, it
behaves like a denomination and
bears all the marks of one. :

“A denomination is a fellowship of
churches united around certain defin-

. able programs and working within

certain definable structures to accom-
plish a purpose,” he explained. “The
Fellowship clearly has those struc-
tures and programs in place.”

That’s not enough, counter some
church historians. -

“As long as they say they want to
stay in, they are not a separate denom-
ination,” said Martin Marty, professor
of modern Christian history at the
University of Chicago. Divinity
School. :

“The simplest way to put it is, we
have a new denomination when both
parties declare it,” Marty said. “If you

have a dlssentmg group that wants to
stay in, it’s not a new denomination
as long as it stays in.”

While much has been written
about the growth of denominations in
America, historians have no simple
method of defining what makes a de-
nomination. Some historians consid-
er all Baptist groups ad one “denomi-
nation,” arranged in a variety of “‘con-
ventions”’—the Southern Baptist
Convention, American Baptist Con-
vention, National Baptist Convention,
Progressive National Baptist Conven-
tion and many others.

Most denominations are easily dis-
tinguishable from one another today,
the historians note. But when a Bap-

SH .,

tist convention or denomination is
formed, it is seldom a simple thing,
due to Baptist polity.

In heirarchical or connectional de-
nominations, church officials decide
which churches are in, which are out,
and where the line is drawn. But con-
gregational denominations—Ilike
Southern Baptists—have remarkably
little say in the matter.

The formation of new congrega-
tional denominations doesn’t usually
take place in a “scheduled, deliberate,
rational way,” said Samuel Hill, re-
tired professor of religion at the Uni-
versity of Florida and an expert on
Southern religion. “Usually it hap-
pens that a denomination has formed
without that being the intention of the
formers, and really without anyone
wanting much to admit it.”

“The (SBC) moderates don’t want
to form a new denomination, but that
doesn’t mean it hasn’t happened or
won’t soon happen,” said Hill, a grad-
uate of Southern Seminary and a
former Southern Baptist pastor.

Identifying a split is easier to do in
retrospect, said historian Russell
Richey, associate dean at Duke Divin-
ity School. “As long as they are deny-
ing that it has occurred and claiming
to be part of the body, it is difficult for
the historian or journalist to say.”

If the Fellowship does break away
from the SBC, what will historians
point to as the defining moment?

“The day Keith Parks moved from
Richmond to Atlanta gets darn close
to being D-Day,” said Sam Hill. “No-
body intended that or threw down the
gauntlet. ... But both sides knew it.”

Parks, longtime president of the*

SBC Foreign Mission Board, re-
signed in October 1992, claiming
conservanve trustees were distorting
the agency’s historic mission. He took
the lead of the Fellowship’s fledgling
missions program three months later.

Mobhler points to a slightly earlier

date as key, but one still related to
missions.

“When the CBF took on a mis-
sionary-sending program, it was as if
they went back to 1845 and decided
to do something new,” he said.

But Sherman—who as a member
of the Fellowship’s Coordinating
Council made the motion in February
1992 that the Fellowship start hiring
missionaries—denies that pivotal
moment was the point of no return.

“I do think it defined us, but it is
not necessary that we become anoth-
er denomination or convention,” he
said.

In addition to the missions pro-
gram, which now employs 41 mis-
sionaries at home and abroad, the Fel-
lowship supports—but does not own
or control—two new seminaries, eth-
ics and public- policy agencies, a

newspaper and a news service, and
a new publishing house. And the
Fellowship recently started a
foundation, which only further

XS enhances its image of perma-

nence.

All that lends fodder to the argu-
ment of Mohler and others that the
Fellowship is a de facto denomina-
tion.

The fact that most of those minis-
tries are independent ventures only
loosely related to the Fellowship can-
not be used as an excuse to say the
Fellowship is not a denomination, ac-
cording to Mohler.

“It is a different model of denomi-
nationalism. But I do not think it is
legitimate to say it’s not a denomina-
tion just because it does not mirror all
the characteristics of one,” Mohler
said. “It presents itself as a compre-
hensive alternative to the Southern
Baptist Convention, and they describe
themselves less and less as Southern

“ Baptists.”

But Marty disagrees.

The fact the Fellowship performs
many functions of a denomination,
such as supporting schools and publi-
cations, doesn’t make it one, Marty
said. He cited similar functions per-
formed by parachurch groups such as
Campus Crusade for Christ as an ex-
ample.

“Does anybody refer to Campus
Crusade as a denomination?” echoed
Cecil Sherman. Many Southern Bap-
tist churches send funds to Campus
Crusade and other independent min-
istries without being labeled disloyal,
he added.

Richey pointed out that “shadow”
organizations like the Fellowship ex-
ist within other denominations with-
out producing a split. These “parallel
structures” function to conserve val-
ued principles or to reform the group
from within, he said.

For example, the Good News
movement, a conservative bloc in the
United Methodist Church, operates “a
fairly complete set of agencies,” in-
cluding a mission board, seminary
and publications, Richey said. Simi-
lar groups exist among Presbyterians
and Episcopalians.

If a formal split does occur in the
SBC, it’s not likely to be a clean
break, most experts said. The likely
result in many cases will be dual
alignment, they predicted, because of
churches’ residual loyalty to the SBC.



60 of every 1,000 Haitian refugees resettied hy Baptists

By Susan Doyle
SBC Woman’s Missionary Union

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Of the
approximately 1,000 Haitians who
leave their homeland in boats each
day, Southern Baptists end up being
directly responsible for an average of
60 of them.

According to Bill Fulkerson, di-
rector of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board’s refugee office, it is a
responsibility that is reaching crisis
levels.

Fulkerson recently shared infor-
mation about Southern Baptists’ ref-
ugee work with members and leaders
of Southern Baptist Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union.

“It’s a chronic state that might be-
come acute,” Fulkerson said. “The
refugee situation is not getting any

Will research cause us to say,

Continued from page 1

permitting us to sidestep guilt by say-
ing, ‘The genes—not the devil—
made me do it?” Or might it work the
other way around? Might we con-
clude that our genes make us guilty?
It could go either way.”

In one skirmish already, the scape-
goating strategy appears to have won
the day, Peters said.

He cited a 1990 case before the
California Supreme Court where the
defense said a man accused of embez-
zlement “had a genetic disposition to
alcoholism” and had committed the

better. In fact, it’s getting worse.”

The United Nations has identified
more than 19 million refugees world-
wide—a number which has increased
by 5 million in the last five years.
From the time a refugee is identified
as such by the U.N,, it can take any-
where from two months to 10 years
to be resettled with a sponsor.

A political refugee, as defined by
the U.S, State Department, is “a per-

- son from any nation fleeing because

of persecution or a well-founded fear
of persecution on account of race, re-
ligion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political
opinion.”

The HMB’s refugee office, work-
ing in cooperation with government-
contracted refugee resettlement ser-
vices in the country, receives refugee
cases continually. Those cases can be

crime under the influence of alcohol.
The court seemed persuaded by this
argument and mitigated his sentence,
Peters said.

He said there has been a resurgent
interest in identifying biological fac-
tors in criminal behavior. And this
could have disastrous consequences
for race relations, he declared.

He noted that a conference sched-
uled to be held at the University of
Maryland in 1992 was cancelled after

ablack interest magazine reported the

conference would be used to endorse
the use of drug therapy to counteract

| 'CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED: Opportunity for part-
time youth minister. Resumé to: Bur-
gin Baptist Church, P.O. Box 266,
Burgin, KY 40310. Phone: (606) 748-
5188.

NEEDED: Minister of music/
children & youth. Full time position.
Send resumé to Personnel Commit-
tee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box
239, LaCenter, KY 42056.

NEEDED: Living Word Christian
Center needs playground equip-
ment—donated or will purchase.
. Contact Pastor Jerry Judd at (502)
932-4032.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min-
ister for Central Baptist Church,
Maysville, Kentucky. Must be evan-
gelistic and mission-minded. Send re-
sumé to Pastor Search Committee,
Central Baptist Church, 437 Central
Ave., Maysville, KY 41056.

FOR SALE: Pevey sound sys-
tem: one 300 series equalizer/power
amplifier; one 8-channel stereo pow-
er mixing console; two model 112H
speakers. Phone (502) 369-7868.

JOBS: Small manufacturing firm
needs assembly line workers; must be
fast with hands. Good pay and bene-
fits package. Apply in person only.
823 South 15th St. Louisville, KY
40210.

SEEKING: Part-time music min-
ister, Burton Memorial Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, Ky. Call
(502) 842-1931 or 782-9165.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to Lebanon Bap-
tist Church, 144 East Mulberry St.,
Lebanon, KY 40033.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth at First Baptist
Church, 106 East Walnut Street, Le-
itchfield, KY 42754. Phone (502)
259-4076. .

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min-
ister of Campton Baptist Church,
Campton, Ky. Send resumé to Search
Committee, c/o Campton Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 190, Campton, KY
41301. Phone: (606) 668-6976.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land pil-
grimage from Louisville, Nashville or
Paducah, Nov. 1-10. Visiting Jerusa-
lem, Bethlehem and all the holy sites;
boat ride over Sea of Galilee. Meet
our missionaries. $1,599 per person;
optional 2-day London extension
available only $286. Call Pastor Jack
R. Studie, Sharon Baptist Church,
Mayfield, (502) 247-8331 for a color
brochure.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/Christian education. Master of
music degree preferred with Christian
education background and experi-
ence. Must be creative and innovative
to lead celebrative blended (tradition-
al, southern gospel, contemporary)
worship style. Must be qualified to
lead total music program; must be
evangelistic and mission-minded. Re-
sumés accepted until Aug. 15. To:
Paul Blizard, Reidland Baptist
Church, 5559 Benton Rd., Paducah,
KY 42003.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, 1-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

anything from an individual to a fam-
ily of six or seven. .

Two days is all the time given to
the HMB to resettle Haitian refugees
before their case is passed to another
resettlement service.

“For every case we can’t resettle,
we are denied a case in the future,”
Fulkerson said. “We very seldom
have to return a case, because we
don’t want to lose the future opportu-
nity.”

More refugee sponsors are needed
to adequately handle the influx of ref-
ugees, he said. The HMB could use
50 more churches willing to be refu-
gee Sponsors.

The HMB asks the entire church
to be the sponsor and to shoulder the
responsibility—{financial, emotional,
physical and spiritual.

“We don’t know what will happen

in Haiti, but we do know that hun-
dreds of Haitians are coming into our
country,” Fulkerson said. “Recently
there were five Baptist families who
came over on boats.”

Providing for the needs of refugees'

hasn’t been a one-way street. Haitian
refugees have been directly responsi-
ble for increasing the number of
Southern Baptist Haitian congrega-
tions.

Southern Baptists have 68 Haitian
churches. All but two or three can be
directly attributed to Haitian refugees,
Fulkerson said.

For more information on refugee
resettlement, contact the Southern
Baptist Refugee Resettlement Office
at (404) 898-7395 or Tony Hough in
the Kentucky Baptist Convention di-
rect missions department at (502)
245-4101.

‘The genes made me do it?’

the “genetic disposition” of blacks to
commit crime.

Genetic research also will impact
opinions about homosexuality, Peters
said. One 1993 study claimed to have
identified a genetic basis for homo-
sexuality, although scientists on both
sides of the issue continue to debate
the study’s validity.

“If homosexuality is genetically
inherited, is homosexual behavior
sinful?” Peters asked.

If early investigations into possi-
ble genetic links to alcoholism and
homosexuality are any indication, Pe-

ters said, “The next decade will find
our entire society wrestling with a
dramatic array of questions regarding
the cultural, philosophical and legal
implications of genetic research and
proposals for biological determin-
ism.”

One obvious connection to theolo-
gy is the concept of inheritance, Pe-
ters said. “I would like to take a look

at the idea that the propensity for sin -

originated with Adam and Eve and
has been passed down congenitally
from generation to generation since,”
he said.

SBC not alone in internal fight

Continued from page 10
divisiveness.”

Whether the Cooperatlve Baptist
Fellowship is becoming a new de-
nomination “may not be the most rel-
evant question,” according to Bill Le-
onard, chairman of the religion de-
partment at Samford University in
Birmingham, Ala.

Denominations will continue to
exist and have some impact on the
culture, Leonard said, but they will
mean less and less to the average
American.

In that climate, he said, the Fellow-
ship could have trouble forging a de-
nominational identity.

Scholars say the same cultural fac-
tors will affect the Southern Baptist
Convention, which has the additional
daunting task of trying to restore en-
thusiasm for a denomination wracked
by controversy.

“It’s not clear to me that the gener-
ations coming on are going to flock in

droves to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention as it is now led,” said histori-
an Sam Hill, a former Southern Bap-
tist and retired religion professor.

“I see a different picture,” said
Morris Chapman, chief executive of
the Southern Baptist Convention.
“The lack of loyalty about which
some historians and sociologists
speak is overstated, in my opinion.”

“While I do believe some denomi-
nations will experience a post-denom-
inational era, I believe the Southern
Baptist Convention has an opportuni-
ty to seize the moment,” he said. “I
believe the spirit of the people, our
doctrinal purity, and our love for the
Lord are all ingredients that position
us to continue to reach the masses.

“There will always be emptiness
and hunger in the heart of mankind,”
Chapman said. “Who is to say that
under God’s leadership a denomina-
tion cannot find its way to continue to
reach people?”
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The Home Mission
Board’s refugee
office, working in
cooperation with
government-
contracted refugee
resettiement
services in the
country, receives
refugee cases
continually.

“1 would like to
take a look at the
idea that the
propensity for sin
originated with
Adam and Eve and
has been passed
down congenitally
from generation to

generation since.”
Lutheran theologian Ted
Peters
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Flahardy graduates
from New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS—Brian
Flahardy of Marion
received the master of
divinity degree from New
Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary in
May.

The son of David
Flahardy of Bowling
Green and Vaughnel
Bebout of Fredonia, he is
married to the former
Lisa Brewer of Marion.
He recently has been
called as pastor of
Parrish Avenue Baptist
Church in Owensboro.
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Boone’s Creek Camp celebrates with reunion & revival

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

TRAPP—When Louanne Mathis
first began attending Boone’s Creek
Camp as a S-year-old, she wore a
dress twice a day for Bible study and
worship.

“In the early days of camp, we
would always have a Bible study in
the morning. We would put on our
dresses and walk over to Corinth
Church. ...

“Then for worship services at

night, we would put back on our little.

dresses and walk back over to the

church.”

Owned and operated by Boone’s
Creek Baptist Association, the camp
celebrated 40 years of mim'stry July
7-10.

Much has changed about the camp
since it began in 1954.

The youngsters now can leave
their Sunday clothes at home, and
they worship at the camp’s own chap-
el, Mathis said.

But the 400 children and youth at-
tending Boone’s Creek Camp this
summer still benefit from the same
general routine of Bible study, mis-
sions emphases, recreation and fel-

lowship, explained Mack Pressley,
director of missions for Boone’s
Creek Baptist Association.

Pressley serves as manager of the
camp, a 69-acre property about 12
miles east of Winchester.

The associational office also is on
the grounds.

Currently, five weeks of camp—
three for youth, one for girls and one
for boys—are held each summer,
with the help of about 16 staff people.
The facilities are rented out to church
groups at other times, Pressley said.

Tony Cecil, a student at Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, is camp

director this summer.

Mathis, who was at various umes
a camper, counselor and assistant di-
rector at the camp, helped prepare for
the 40th anniversary event.

She and other members of the
planning committee organized a re-
union of former staff people and a
three-day revival service July 7-10.

During the Friday evening service,
Mathis, now a pastor’s wife in Dan-
ville, shared her testimony.

“The most important thing I could
say about Boone’s Creek Camp is that
during those 15 years I was at camp, I
saw God at work,” she said.

Baptist Hospital East helps Fellowship Center stay cool

LOUISVILLE—Baptist Fellow-
ship Center, a ministry to low-income
residents of Louisville’s Parkland
neighborhood, received 13 new air
conditioning units last month.

The window units and more than
$1,600 for electrical service to oper-
ate them, were given by local busi-
nesses, an anonymous donor from
Central Baptist Church in Paris and
Baptist Hospital East.

The center has been without ade-
quate air conditioning since it opened
there in 1965. Five of the 13 units
were installed in the center’s day care
facility.

In addition to the day care, Baptist
Fellowship Center offers a clothes
closet, food pantry, emergency finan-
cial.assistance, adult Bible study and

_serves as a satellite of the Louisville

Free Public Library.

The center is a joint effort of Cen-
tral District Baptist Association and
Long Run Baptist Association.

“Although the units are helpful,
they will serve only as a relief until
the center can obtain funds for a new
central heating and cooling system,
estimated to cost around $150,000,”
said Johnnie Clark, center director.

But in the interim, the center still
needs two more window units.

The air conditioning project is one
of several recent ways Baptist Hospi-
tal East and its employees have given
a helping hand to Baptist Fellowship
Center.

During August, the hospital is
sponsoring a drive to assist the center

with its annual school-supply give-

away and helping provide immuniza-

Across the great Common-
wealth of Kentucky, school bells
will be ringing shortly.

The teachers are already busy
with lesson plans, bulletin boards,
committee meetings and the many
other required tasks which they
must complete before the children
arrive.

Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children will have chil-
dren in more than 10
public school districts
this year and staff are
busy working to get
ready.

At Glen Dale, the
timing of the Kentucky
State Fair, where the
young people enter nu-
merous 4-H projects,
and preparation for
school overlaps to cre-
ate a scheduler’s night-
mare.

Staff at Spring Meadows in
Middletown, the Baptist ¥ outh
Shelter at Morehead, the Dixon
Temporary Shelter, and our new-
est residential program, the South-
ern Region Shelter in Somerset,
are also staying busy getting
young people enrolled and ready
for school.

At the Genesis Home in May-
field and the Baptist Youth Ranch
in Elizabethtown, school is held on
the campus. This means there is
even more to gear up for.

School time is almost here!

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Moone |

We also have approximately 25
school-age children in foster
homes. The foster parents have the
difficult job of preparing children
who may still be adjusting to a new
home for the added adjustment of
a new school.

Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children will also have 17 students
in eight different colleges this fall.
You can imagine the
fears and excitement
the freshmen are feeling
as they begin work in a
whole new arena of ed-
ucation.

Scott Shouse, who
directs our college and
career program, is
working with each stu-
dent to make sure they
get all of their paper
work in, have a place to
live, have the financial
resources to go to
school, and know how and who to
ask for help. Once school starts he
begins a regular circuit to visit the
young people.

For all families, school time
brings challenges and changes.
Please pray that our young people
will have a wonderful year of
learning.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243.

tions for children in the neighbor-
hood’s low-income families.
Previously, hospital employees
held a canned food drive which gave
74 families Christmas baskets, donat-
ed 125 turkeys to the food pantry,
gave 15 boxes of clothes to the clothes
closet and adopted 41 families related
to the center for Christmas support.
The hospital’s West End Mission
Project task force was created last
year, after Clark presented Baptist
Healthcare System officials informa-
tion about unmet health care needs in

Ke

Busload to the
cky State Fair’s

Free Contem
Gospel Show

(With Fair Gate Admission)

the community.

The task force is nearmg comple-
tion of a one-year survey of commu-
nity, government and social service
organization leaders.

Armed with this information, Bap-
tist Hospital East’s employees plan to
begin organizing appropriate medical
services in the Parkland neighbor-
hood.

For information about participat-
ing in the hospital’s Baptist Fellow-
ship Center project, call Clark at (502)
7742734

mporary

MONDAY, AUGUST 22

Twila Paris
with Special
Guest Stars

4 Him and

Vestal Goodman

Cardinal Stadium
8:00 p.m. - Free

Accessible seating
available. &

Come to the Fair early and get
your whole church bus & =3
in for only $6 during (23
Coca-Cola Carload Days. Q4
Arrive at the Fair before 12 noon Eastern
Daylight Time Monday through Friday
and everyone in your vehicle will be
admitted for one $6.00 ticket (parking
$2.00). Vehicle can be a car, van, bus or
motorcycle.

S

August 18-28, 1994

Regular State Fair
Gate Admission
Adults

Children 12 & under
Senior Citizens
Parking (anytime)

$5.00
$1.00
$1.00
$2.00

For more information call
the State Fair Info Line at
(502) 367-5002.
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This pastor’s tools of the trade are billy sticks & Bibles

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

MURRAY—Scott Bivins believes
billy sticks and Bibles don’t have to
be mutually exclusive.

As both a pastor and a police of-
ficer, Bivins carefully uses tools of
both trades, each in its appropriate
context, he said.

Balancing his role as pastor of
Northside Baptist Church in Almo
Heights with his third-shift responsi-
bility of patrolling Murray streets de-
mands a lot of discretion, but also pro-
vides an abundance of opportunities,
he said.

“Pastors are often accused of not
being aware of community needs”
and the problems of society, Bivins
said. But through his role as a police
officer, he thinks he has overcome
that criticism.

Another benefit of serving bivoca-
tionally is an expanded circle of in-
fluence, Bivins noted. “There’s about
25 sworn officers (on the force);
they’re like another congregation.”

Bivins also considers people on
the street—many of whom likely nev-
er would attend church—as part of his
ministry.

“Being bivocational has given me
a chance to build relationships with
people who wouldn’t want to get to
know a pastor,” he said.

Bivins said he always has enjoyed
being around police work. He former-
ly served as a volunteer chaplain to
the police department in Greenville,
his hometown.

So it seemed natural for him to
volunteer the same services when he
moved to Murray with his wife, Dana,
and their young son, Joshua, in 1990
to serve at Northside Baptist. Mur-
ray’s police force had never had a
chaplain before, he said.

“I tried to minister to the officers
and their families in times of need,”
he explained. “I wanted to be avail-
able for any crisis situation in the
community.”

However, Bivins admitted, break-
ing into the tight-knit police circle
was difficult at first.

“Police officers are unique people;
... they don’t open up to a lot of peo-
ple. It takes a while to build trust with
them.”

Eventually, though, as Bivins
would ride with officers on duty and
lead the Sunday morning devotional
services, they began to warm up to
him.

Bivins’ volunteer work led to
more opportunities with the Murray
Police Department. In February 1991,
he was hired as a communications of-
ficer, a position which later was ex-
panded to citation officer. -

In January 1994, Bivins was of-
fered a full-time position as patrol of-
ficer. At first, he was hesitant to ac-
cept the position, out of fear it might

_ take too much time away from his

congregation. But with the support of
his family and the church, he said, “I
realized a key point in ministry is be-
ing with people.

“I prayed that if this job ever con-
flicts with or hinders my ministry, I
would have the wisdom to walk away
from it,” he explained. Instead, the

Lord used the police work to strength-
en his ministry, he said.
Bivins credited Northside mem-

bers with much of his success in bal-,

ancing the two jobs.

Besides church members’ willing-
ness to pitch in and help with extra
visitation and other responsibilities,
Bivins said, he appreciates their un-
derstanding.

“They have confidence in their
pastor, that what he’s doing is what
he considers God’s will,” he said.
“And they’re supportive. This
wouldn’t work with just any church.”

Out of a total membership of 110,
the church averages about 50 on Sun-
day mornings, Bivins said.

Since he works third shift, from 10
p.m. to 6 a.m., Bivins said he usually
sleeps until 1 or 2 p.m., then makes
pastoral visits and prepares his ser-
mons during the afternoons.

“The joy is knowing I’'m in God’s
will,” Bivins concluded. “The great-
est thrill in all I do is preaching. That
means more than anything outside my
personal family.”

Bethel College archives being restored; reunion planned

By Angie Geralds
Campbellsville College

CAMPBELLSVILLE—Archives
for the now-defunct Bethel College of
Hopkinsville are being reorganized
and updated by Canipbellsville*Col-
lege professors, Bethel alumni and
other volunteers.

Bethel College was a two-year
Baptist junior college for women
founded in 1854.

“Bethel College was more of a fin-
ishing school for women. It was very

This scriglural corncept of burden
sharing is the alternative to
expensive insurance.

B People helping people.

B Pay $300 + 20% of first $5000.

B $122 per mo. average family
burden share.

B Assistance with maternity expenses.

Call Al Saints
1-800-259-0095

elegant,” said Bethel alumna Laura
Fisher Tesseneer of Campbellsville,
who is working on the archives.

The school colors were yellow and
white, and.the school flower was the
daisy. Underclassmen had a tradition
of making adaisy-chain for seniors at
graduation, Tesseneer said. “The un-
derclassmen went out early on gradu-
ation day and picked bushels and
bushels of daisies.”

World War II brought a temporary
close to the college in 1941. The
school’s facilities were used as offic-
ers’ headquarters by Fort Campbell.

The college reopened in 1946, just

Steeples & prs
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a year after the war ended, but closed
permanently in 1964. From 1954 un-
til its close, the school also admitted
men.

After the school closed, some of its
assets were sold at an auction and now
are scattered. But William Turner, a
Bethel alumnus, salvaged several oth-
er items that weren’t auctioned. Some
of those items are in a Bethel College
museum located in Hopkinsville.

The school’s archives were sent to
Campbellsville College and to West-
ern Kentucky University in Bowling
Green in 1964. '

The archives sent to Campbells-

ville College contain transcripts and

other documents from the registrar’s

office, Tesseneer said.

The college’s main building has
been torn down.

Along with the archives restora-
tion, the first Bethel College reunion
has been planned for Oct. 7-8 in
Campbellsville. Festivities will begin
with a reception in the Fireside Room
at Campbellsville Baptist Church on
Friday, Oct. 7, at 4 p.m. A brunch for
Bethel graduates is planned for 10:30
a.m. the next day.

For more information about the
reunion or archives restoration
project, contact Tesseneer through
Campbellsville College, 200 W. Col-
lege St., Campbellsville, Ky. 42718-
2799, (502) 789-5213.

Church Buses

New & Used

Call Henry Headden

_ at

| Metrotrans Corporation
(800) 370-6180
(615)371-6180

come with us to the HOLY LAND

with optional extension to Greece only $299

February 6-15, 1995
Tour Hosts: Dr. Joe Mobley and Dr. Ken Underwood

$1,586 from New York
(All tips & taxes are included)

Early Payment Discount—Save $100 by
making your deposit by Sept. 30, 1994

For further information, please contact:
Dr. Joe Mobley Dr. Ken Underwood
P.0. Box 238 4678 Steele Pike
London, KY 40743 Versailles, KY 40383

Dr. Joe Mobley (606) 864-6611 (606) 873-4097

Campus Baptist Young Women, commonly designated CBYW, is &
group of women students who are interested in missions and want to make
a difference in the world. As part of Woman’s Missionary Union, CBYW
is an organization where missions is the focus. A CBYW meeting has a
variety of experiences. These include: mission study; praying for
missions needs, missionaries, and other needs; mission action and personal
witnessing projects; discussion; and sharing with friends.’ -

There are seven Kentucky colleges/universitiés that have active CBYW
organizations. These include: Berea College, Cumberland College,
' Campbellsville College, Eastern Kentucky University, Morehead State
University, Murray State University, and Western Kentucky University.
Also in 1994-95, the University of Louisville and the University of
Kentucky will begin CBYW on their campuses.

camPUS S8
" For more information about CBYW
organizations contact the Kentucky

Woman’s Missionary Union office: bw

P.O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40254-0433. (502) 245-4101.
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“Being
bivocational has

‘given me a chance

to build
relationships with
people who
wouldn’t want to
get to know a

pastor.”

Bivocational pastor Scott
Bivins -
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56 percent of Americans
are “absolutely certain”
prayer makes a
difference, while 23
percent are “somewhat
certain,” 19 percent are
“hopeful, but not sure”
and 1 percent are
doubtful.

Source: George Barna in
Absolute Confusion.

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BAGDAD—Bagdad Church or-
dained John Curtsinger and Greg
Murphy as deacons July 10.

B BOWLING GREEN—Living
Hope Church called Rick Howerton
as associate pastor. He has resigned
as campus muinister at Western Ken-
tucky University in Bowling Green.
B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Students

of Liberty Church’s vacation Bible

school donated $348.61 to Camp-
bellsville College for the school’s
missionary-in-residence house
project. Mark Jones is pastor.

B CRESTWOOD—Paula Peek re-
signed as minister of children and
youth at Ballardsville Church to ac-
cept a chaplain residency position at
Baptist Medical Center in Columbia,
S.C., beginning Aug. 22. -

B FRANKFORT—Ross and Jenni-
fer Rainwater have resigned as min-
isters of music and youth at Calvary
Church. Don Hart has been called as
interim music director.

B HAMPTON—Hampton Church
will celebrate its 100th anniversary
Aug. 28. A fellowship meal will fol-
low the morning service, and a music
program is planned at 2 p.m. For more
information call (502) 988-2308.

B HAWESVILLE—Mount Eden
Church called Darrell Eldridge as
pastor.

@ HEIDELBERG—Heidelberg
Church will celebrate its 96th anni-
versary Sept. 4. James Smith will be
the speaker.

Mountains to the Mississippi

B INDEPENDENCE—Grace
Church will celebrate its 30th anni-
versary Aug. 28. Services will be at
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., with a fellowship
meal at noon. Friends and former pas-
tors are invited. Vernon Cole, direc-
tor of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s church growth and administra-
tion division, will be guest speaker.
B L OUISVILLE—Norma Morrow,
pastor’s secretary/administrative as-
sistant, and George Cavanah, minis-
ter of music, are celebrating their 25th
anniversaries on the staff at Highview
Church.

Garfield Avenue Church has
called Chris Schansberg as interim
pastor. He is a student at Southern
Seminary.

Shively Church called Stephen
McSwain as pastor Aug. 8. He previ-
ously was pastor at First Church of
Avondale Estates in Atlanta. He be-
gan his new ministry Aug. 14.

Walnut Street Church called Ken
Bryan as interim minister of music.
Also, Agnes Yap Tan was called as
interim pianist. She is a student at
Southern Seminary.

First Church of Middletown called
John Hackworth as minister of
youth and Jerry Walker as minister
of music.

B MAYFIELD—TFirst Church called
Jeff Blewett as minister of children
and youth July 20.

B OWENSBORO—Leisha Morgan
resigned as interim youth director at

POUNDS OF PENNIES Ch/ldren from N/m‘h
& O Baptist Church in Louisville recently
collected pennies to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children. The children collected $418.62,
which they recently donated to Curtis
Mooney (right), children’s home president,
with help from Pastor Rodney Burnette.

Seven Hills Church.
B PADUCAH—Grace Church
called Elmer Crouch as pastor.
Temple Church called Paul
Crews as interim pastor.
B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Frank
Kuriger resigned as pastor of East-
side Church. He will continue his
ministry through supply preaching,
interim pastorates and Bible studies.
He can be reached at (502) 499-5333.
B UPTON—Lucas Grove Church
called John Routh as pastor. He be-
gan his ministry there Aug. 1.
B WESTPORT—Steve Hamilton
resigned as pastor of Covington
Church.

‘who tetircd June 1 ' k. . !

& Warren Assnclatmn
_names Oakley DOM

BOWLING GREEN— :
Former Kentucky pastor Jerry
Oakley has been elected director
of missions for Warren Baptist
Association in the Bowlmg
Green area.

Oakley, pastor of Sprmgﬁeld
Baptist Church in Springfield,
Tenn., for the past 17 years, will
begin his duties in Warren Asso-
ciation Sept. 1, reported Richard
Bridges, chair of the associa-
tion’s search committee and pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green.

Oakley, 53 1s a natlve of

- ngo .
‘Before moving to Tennessec L
‘he was pastor of Yellow Creek
Baptist Church in Owen 1
~and Columbxa Baptlst Chu { h in
~ Columbia. . .
. He has been premdent of the -
Kentucky Baptist Pastors’ Con-
i d. : '

Hi-ho, hi-ho, it’é Md»ff to school I go

God’s mysterious ways

It has been an incredibly short summer. It
seems as though graduation was not more than a
week or so ago. We have been on the run all sum-
mer. We have been touring new and prospective
students and showing our campus to the guests
who visit almost daily. We have continued our

. new construction and have worked with many
volunteers who have been here all summer. Sum-
mer school has come and gone..Some of our staff
have moved on to new fields, and new staff have
come to help us carry this work forward.

The start of a new school year is an
exciting time. We never know who the
Lord is going to send our way. Many
people walk down a sidewalk and see
a coin, but never pick it up. I cannot
pass the coin—I must pick it up. I have
been doing that for years and as a re-
sult have several jars of lost coins.
Most of the time it is just a penny. But
every so often there is a special coin.

A few years ago I found an 1843 half-
dime. If my eye had not been trained
to watch for coins, I would never have
seen-it. The location was such that

know it has happened. A young petson who has

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

cess in athletics, others in the fine arts, some in
academics. Still others will find success in the
work program. We never know where or when it
will happen. But when success is found, we will

been disrespectful begins to show respect. One
who has not been motivated will start to study,
and will have interest in other areas. One who has
often been in trouble will find it is much more fun
to avoid conflict. He will take greater care with
personal hygiene, and his room takes on a new,
cleaner appearance.

But the greatest thrill comes when
one responds to Jesus. Nothing is more
transforming than the cleansing power
that comes from knowing Jesus as a
personal friend and Savior.

I have noticed that as Jesus walked
from village to village, he also had a
“keen eye.” He ministered to some
because they came to him. Others were
brought by friends or family. Still oth-
ers were about to let him pass them by,
but he called out to them. Most were
aware of their needs. Some were sur-

hundreds of people had walked by but
had not noticed it.

So it is with every new student who comes to
us. Most are regular, normal kids. However, ev-
ery so often, with a keen eye we spot a rare find.
Just as the coin has no sense of its real value, of-
ten a young person has never been able to see his
potential worth. That is where Oneida comes in.
We pick up that young person, brush him off, do
a little polishing and try to establish a sense of
value. It is an incredibly exciting experience to
observe a young person who has never really ac-
complished anything worthwhile discover the
thrill of success. ;

We know some of these students will find suc-

" too high. Many others invite him into their hearts

prised when Jesus told them “yet one
thing you lack.” Today, just as in Jesus’ day, some
turn sadly away because they think the price is

and rejoice greatly.

We never know for sure how many lives have
been touched. We do know that just as in Jesus’
time some pause to say “thank you,” while others
who have received much walk away and never
express any appreciation for their blessing.

This will be a good year for many reasons, but
the greatest is that some “lost coin” will be found.
Thank you for helping us find “lost coins.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“I never thought I would be like

vere sodium deficiency, heart at-

this. Unable to move anything but
my head, but here I am,” 1973
graduate Bobby Elkins told alumni
gathered for the annual campus re-
union. “At the hospital a student
asked me, ‘What are you going to
do now that you can’t preach?” I
started laughing and said, ‘The
Lord just gave me a new way to do
it.” I don’t stand up anymore; I sit
down. There’s always
someone somewhere
waiting to hear about the
Lor .n

. On Sept. 5, 1992,
while reroofing his
Georgia home, Elkins
fell five feet, broke two
neck vertebrae and in-
jured his spine. He re-
mained hospitalized un-
til Sept. 19, 1993. Now,
from an $18,000 wheel

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

tack and artery bypass surgery to
keep from losing a leg.

Medical bills climbed to half a
million dollars. Early one morning
in her guest room, Nancy filled out
insurance forms. “I got mad at God
and told him, “It’s not fair what’s
happening to us.” In anger I said,
‘God, I don’t even have a paper
clip.” When I left the guest house, -
guess what was on the
porch—a paper clip!
God used it to assure me
that he would be glori-
fied in Bob’s suffering
and that he would take
care of us. I began to
find paper clips every-
where. I have different
colors, some old and
some new. There are
different sizes and some
are bent out of shape.

chair, Elkins preaches a
powerful message of
grace, faith and perseverance

Nancy Elkins said, “I think the
hardest thing I've ever heard was
when the doctor came out after sur-
gery and told me Bobby was para-
lyzed from the neck down and
would be that way the rest of his
life 3

Bobby knew nothing for 14
weeks ‘after the accident. His head

twice. He was in isolation for 30
days with an infection. He experi-
enced blood loss, insulin shock, se-

swelled and pneumonia struck

But each clip has been a
message from God.”

Bobby reminded the alumni that
“God gave Moses a stick. At Jeri-
cho he used the people’s shout. In
my wife’s despair the Lord gave
her a paper clip. We may have to
go out with a stick, or a shout or in
some other way. Whatever God
gives us, he will help us get over it.
He never said it would be easy. He
did promise to be with us.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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With 18 kids, every day seems like Father’s Day

By Tim Palmer
Missouri Word & Way

WINTER HAVEN, Fla. (BP)—
When you have 18 children, every
day is Father’s Day.

Just ask Pat Williams. He and his
wife, Jill, have four biological chil-
dren and 14 children they adopted
from four foreign countries.

Williams is general manager of the
Orlando Magic National Basketball
Association team.

When their family was much
smaller than it is now, the Williamses
coauthored a popular book, “Rekin-
dled,” which described how they
breathed life into a dead marriage.

Having 18 children makes nurtur-
ing the marriage a lot harder, Will-
iams acknowledged in an interview.
He continues to rely on the four keys
listed in “Rekindled”—blessing, edi-
fying, sharing, touching. Neglecting
any of those can lead to rocky times,
he said.

“T’ve learned one thing,” Williams
said. “You’re neyer there. There’s
never a point when you’ve arrived as
a husband. It takes an awful lot of at-
tention daily.”

For Pat and Jill, time alone and
time away can be hard to come by.
The two do make occasional trips to-
gether, nervously.

“It’s a rather terrifying experience
to leave behind 18 children,” he ad-
mitted.

The 14 adopted children are na-
tives of Korea, the Philippines, Roma-

nia and Brazil. “I think international
adoption is every bit as miraculous as
biological birth,” Williams noted.

A mental struggle is part of the
process, he explained. Parents will
ask themselves: Why this child? Why
this country? How can I adopt this
child on the basis of a little photo-
graph and sketchy information on his/
her physical condition?

The answer, Williams said from
experience: “God knew all about it.
He had them hand-picked. He moved
on our hearts.”

And the need to move forward in
faith continues after each child joins
the family, he said, noting his family
is facing a potential outlay of $2 mil-
lion for college educations.

Teamwork is big around the Will-
iams house. Children are assigned
chores and are held accountable for
doing them. They learn to carry their
share of the load and to do things well.

“No kid in the world likes to
sweep,” Williams observed. They’ll
try to cut corners, he added, but his
wife won’t let them get away with it.

The name of the game—and “a
worthy goal as a parent”—is raising
children to be self-reliant adults, he
believes. “I think it’s vital for adop-
tive or biological parents to find out
their children’s desires and get them
focused on that. A life headed for
trouble is a child who doesn’t have
anything he or she is really interested
in.”

Despite their father’s business, not
all the Williams children are athletic.

One daughter ‘couldn’t catch ath-
lete’s foot,” Williams quipped, but

loves being a Brownie. Another is

“allergic to sweat,” but is a talented
artist and a gifted cook—for 20 peo-
ple.

But sports has an important side
benefit, Williams noted. It wears out
the children. “I want them at bedtime
to be absolutely exhausted—so tired
they couldn’t even ‘think’ of a trou-
blesome act.”

The bottom line, Williams con-
cluded, is that parents must take the
initiative and must be willing to drive
the children to various activities. “The
kid is-doomed if the parents don’t
care.”

Bible study and prayer are another
daily component of life in the Will-
iams household. The family has a
five- or six-minute devotional each
day at breakfast, often led by Will-
iams.

On Sundays, the family fills a cou-
ple of pews at First Baptist Church in
Winter Park, Fla.

Another aspect of their lives is a
“never-ending procession” of print
and broadcast media reporting on the
family—magazines like Sports Illus-
trated and Good Housekeeping, tele-
vision networks NBC, CBS, Dutch
national TV.

“We even are hitting the tabloids
this summer,” Williams said, refer-
ring to an article in the Globe. He and
his wife have allowed their brood to
become some of the most visible chil-
dren in America to spread the mes-

Nancy Ferrell has a “just’ ministry teaching

By Ken Camp
Texas Baptist convention

DALLAS (ABP)—Nancy Ferrell
believes God gave her a passion for
Justice.

And for the past nine years, the
former Kentuckian has been in the
right department to pursue that pas-
sion—the United States Department
of Justice.

Based in Dallas, Ferrell works
with the Justice Department to pre-
vent youth violence. Conflict resolu-
tion, mediation and prevention of
youth violence are among her respon-
sibilities as senior conciliation spe-
cialist for Community Relations Ser-
vices, an agency within the Justice
Department.

“This is the highest calling I've
ever had,” said Ferrell, a member of
Royal Lane Baptist Church in Dallas.

A graduate of two Southern Bap-
tist seminaries, Ferrell has worked
with young people in two previous
Baptist jobs—as a Baptist Student
Union director in Oklahoma and as
state Acteens leader in Kentucky.

Ferrell said she always has felt a
deep commitment to “God’s message
of justice.”

“Through this job, I can help make
that happen,” she said. “I can teach
people in a community on the verge
of riot how to work together and bring
about justice and harmony.”

Ferrell’s mission took her to
Brookhaven Retreat Center in East
Texas to teach conflict resolution to
about 150 adolescents from inner-city

Dallas. The leadership development
camp was sponsored by the Dallas
Housing Authority and Drug Preven-
tion Resources Inc.

Youth from Glenview Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, Texas, worked
as peer counselors at the camp. While
volunteers from Glenview Church led
some of the inner-city middle school-
ers in games designed to foster team-
work and enhance self-esteem, Ferrell
led others in role-playing activities
and conflict-resolution exercises.

“When you start drawing lines in
the sand, it had better be worth some-
thing really important,” she told par-
ticipants as she helped them explore
ways to achieve consensus.

Avoiding involvement in gangs
and settling differences through dis-
cussion rather than fighting were
among the major emphases of her
presentations to the youngsters.

“If you get in the company of
someone determined to do violence,
you’re going to get involved in vio-
lence—no two ways about it. The best
way to deal with that is to stay away
from those people,” she told one
group.

Though she was unsure whether
any of the young people attending-the
camp were active in gangs, their play-
time activities and role-playing choic-
es revealed a frightening familiarity
with gangs.

EARLY LEARNING Farmér Kentuckian Nancy Ferrell, who now lives in Dallas, teaches
conflict resolution to a group of inner-city youth as part of her job with the U.S. Depari-
ment of Justice. (Photo by Ken Camp)

sage of international adoption.

The Williams children also carry a
certain amount of celebrity status by
virtue of their father’s job with the
NBA franchise that employs superstar
Shaquille O’Neal. But Williams
won't let them take advantage of it for
their friends.

“I tell them ‘just say no’ to drugs
and alcohol and ‘just say no’ to Shag-
uille autograph requests.”

non-violence

However, she said, they also were
familiar with the costs of gang in-
volvement, as-'well as the consequenc-
es of substance abuse, promiscuity
and other dangerous behaviors.

" The camp is part of Drug Preven-
tion Resources’ ongoing intervention
strategy in cooperation with-the Dal-
las Housing Authority.

Another aspect of that strategy is
the creation of youth councils in pub-
lic housing projects. The councils are
designed to provide young project
residents an opportunity to assume
responsibility and develop leadership
skills, said Jan Daehnert, director of
operations for Drug Prevention Re-
sources.

Tehisha Ford, 13, has served about
three months on the youth council at
the Little Mexico housing project. In

justa few days at the leadership camp, |

she said she saw a marked difference
in the behavior of her peers as they:
applied the conflict resolution tech-
niques Ferrell taught them.

“Instead of fighting, they’re com-
municating,” said Tehisha, a ninth
grader at Arlington Park First Baptist

"Church in Dallas.

Communicating, consensus-build-
ing and enlisting the help of third-par-
ty mediators are essential skills for
survival in community, Ferrell tried to
teach the youngsters.

“I want them to understand the dif-
ferent ways we all look at things. An-
other person is going to see the world
differently from you, and that’s OK,”
she said. “We just need to learn how
to talk about it, not fight about it.”
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FATHER TO 14 Pat Will-

iams says his heart outruns
his mind when it comes to
a love for children. He and
his wife have 18 children,
including 14 adopted from
foreign countries. (Photo
by Tim Palmer)
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- Supershot Sunday:
An Ounce of Prevention

Measles. Mumps. Rubella.

These are childhood diseases that are

preventable, yet every day threaten
the lives of youngsters who have not
been properly immunized. In the
Louisville-Jefferson County area
alone, only 60 pércent of children
under the age of two years old have
received their immunizations.
That’s why Baptist Healthcare
System wasx pleased to join other

healthcare providers in offering

“Supershot Sunday,” an immunization

program co-sponsored by the
Louisville/Jefferson County Primary
Care Association and the Healthier

Communities Coalition.

Supershot Sunday offered free

immunizations to Louisville-area
children at eight locations, including
churches, community centers and

schools.

The goal is to raise the number
of immunized children to 90 percent
by December 1995. With more than
750 children receiving their immuni-
zations on Supershot Sunday, they're

off to a great.start.

APEIST HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
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