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FOR THE RECORD 

Missionary resigns 
Owensboro native Paula 
Settle has resigned her 

position with the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention Foreign 
Mission Board, in part 
because of the SBC's 
recent decision not to 
accept funds from the 

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. See page 2. 

Three-way race 
Three likely candidates 

for the presidency of the 
Kentucky Baptist , 
Convention have 

emerged, although the 
election is more than two 

months away. 
See page 3. 

Cult watch 
At last week's 

Conference on Cults, a 
Kentu'Cky pastor told 

what Christians should 
do when Jehovah's 

Witnesses knock on the 
door. See page 3. 

Editorial 
How we can help our 
youngsters make the 

most of their education. 
See page 5. 

lnerrancy debate 
A Kentucky Baptist who 

teaches college 
philosophy has written a 
scholarly paper in which 

he declares the Bible is 
neither inerrant nor 

infallible and asserts that 
Baptist moderates 

should admit this is what 
they believe, See page 6. 

Fresh Encounter 
A conference held in 

Louisville last week to 
launch the "Fresh 
Encounter" series 

overflow~d with 
confession and emotion. 

See page-11. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 
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'Evangelical' Christians declining, poll says 
GLENDALE, Calif. (RNS)-The 

percentage of religiously conservative· 
Christians is declining nationwide, 
says George Barna, America's fore­
most pollster for evangelical Christian 
issues. 

Only 7 percent of American adults 
hold "evangelical" beliefs and com­
mitments, compared to 9 percent last 
year and 12 percent in 1992, accord­
ing to Bama's new book, "Virtual 
America." 

Barna classifies as "evangelical" 
respondents who affirm an ongoing, 
personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ; that they are going to heaven 
because they have confessed their 
sins and accepted Jesus Christ as 
Savior; that religion is important in 
their lives; that God is an all-power­
ful, all-knowing Creator and ruler of 

the world; that you cannot get to 
heaven just by doing good things; 
that the Bible is accurate in all that it 
teaches; that Satan is a living force 
and not symbolic; and that Christians 
have an obligation to tell other peo-. 
pie of their religious beliefs. . 

Although religion of some sort re­
mains "very important" to 62 percent 
of the U.S. population, the proportion 
who strongly agree that the Bible is 
totally accurate in its teachings 
dropped from 47 percent three years 
ago to 38 percent this year, Barna, 
said. 

"The movement of the data sug­
gests that we may see a continued • 
shrinkage of the ranks of evangelicals 
in the immediate future, short of a 
miraculous outpouring of God's Spir­
it upon the people of our land," Barna 

said. 
Among other changes noted in this 

year's survey: 
I 95 percent of Americans contin­

ue to say they believe in God or a uni­
versal force. But just 67 percent agree 
with a definition of God as "the all­
powerful, all-knowing Creator of the 
universe who rules the world today," 
whereas 73 percent agreed with that 
definition in 1992. 

I 72 percent believe there is "no 
such thing as absolute truth," com­
pared to 67 percent who agreed with 
that statement in 1991. 

Although Barna classifies only 7 
percent of the population as "evangel­
ical," he says 35 percent of the total 
population could be considered 
"born-again Christians" and 65 per­
cent non-Christians. 

Read; to 
jump,_she 
remembered 
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Kentuckians 
LULING, La. (BP)-A Kentucky 

group's commitment to partnersbip 
missions helped save the life of a des­
perate Louisiana woman. 

No one knows how long the 42-
year-old woman had driven her car 
back and forth across the rust-covered 
cable suspension bridge bending high 
into the sky over the Mississippi Riv­
er. 

It may have been for hours. She 
was alone-alone and trying to de­
cide whether to stop her car at the_top 
of the bridge and jump to her death. 

For her, death would mean an end 
to her struggle, an end to the fight 
against her obsessive gambling. 

Finally, a little before 6 a.m., she 
remembered something-something 
from the past, fmm a year earlier. 

She recalled the name of a church, 
remembered the Baptist volunteers 
who knocked on the door to her house 
one day to ask her some questions 
about her church membership and 

• spiritual life. 
She remembered it was a church 

in Hahn ville, La., about 10 miles from 
her house. Maybe that· was what had 
lodged in her mind, that a group of 
people would go that far to talk to oth­
ers about their spiritual lives. 

Maybe she remembered that along 
with the Hahnville residents were 
Kentuckians from Lewis Lane Bap­
tist Church in Owensboro. Maybe she 
was impressed that people had come 
that far to share their faith with strang­
ers. 

Whatever the reason, she remem­
bered. And when she reached the west 
side of the bridge this time, she turned 
her car toward Hahnville. 

Once-there, she stoppec! somewhere 
and got the telephone number to Hahn­
ville Baptist Mission. 

It was 6 am. as she dialed the num­
ber. The phone rang in the home of • 
mission pastor Tony Bellow. 

By this time the woman was cry­
ing. · '-'She was telling me her life was 
in a terrible condition," Bellow re­
called. "She was crying and crying. 
And then she asked if she could come · 
by and talk to me. I told her she could. 
In about three minutes. she was at the 
house." 

Once at Bellow's house, the mis­
sion pastor heard the story of the gam­
bling, the desperation and the driving 
back and forth across the bridge. "She 
said she was tired of it all," Bellow 
explained. "And I told her the only 
way she could stop gambling perma­
nently was to accept Jesus." 

The two talked for another 30 min­
utes or so. Then the woman respond­
ed to Bellow's witness and prayed to 
receive Jesus Christ as her personal 
Lord and Savior. 

Since then, she has been attending 
services at the mission and is consid-
ering being baptized. • 
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BAPTISTS 
Owensboro missionary resigns FMB post in -protest 
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By Karen Owen 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer 

OWENSBORO- A Southern 
Baptist missionary from Owensboro 
has resigned from her post in Togo in 
western Africa because of denomina­
tional politics. 

"I'm saying I resigned because of 
ethical and integrity reasons, and also 
the controversy in the Southern Bap­
tist Convention," Paula Settle said in 
a telephone interview. 

Settle was upset by a decision by 
the convention in June not to allow 
denominational agencies, such as the 
Foreign Mission Board that employs 
Settle, to accept donations from the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. The 
Fellowship is a group of moderates 
some see as the beginnings of a rival 
denomination. 

"For me, that was the final blow," 
said Settle, who is a member of the 
Fellowship. "To me, you can't tell 
Baptists you are not going to take 

their money." 
Betty Kay Yamaoka, the mission 

board's associate area director for 
west Africa, ,said, "If she feels the 
Lord is leading her to resign, I can't 
help but wish her well as she follows 
the Lord's leading." . 

Yamaoka said no other missionar­
ies from west Africa have resigned as 
a result of the decision. She said she 
had heard of no others elsewhere who 
were doing so either. 

"We have 4,000-plus missionaries 
out there who are not resigning over 
this," she said. 

Settle, 39, has spent almost eight 
years in Togo, a long narrow nation 
near the equator in western Africa 
with a population about the size of 
Kentucky's . About 80 percent of 
Togo's residents live in rural areas 
and farm. 

• Settle works mainly with women 
and children, teaching literacy class­
es, Bible studies and children's Sun­
day school classes. She recently led a 
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retreat for Baptist women and started 
a backyard Bible club at a market. 

Settle said she was angered by an 
SBC decision about taking gifts from 
the Fellowship because Southern 
Baptist agencies do accept donations . 
from non-Baptists and even non­
Christians. 

But the Fellowship dispute is 
"only like one-third of the reason" she 
has resigned, Settle said. 

"I just see abuses of policy, abuses 
of money, mismanagement of money 
I can't go along with," she said. She 
also has been troubled by "relation- · 
ship problems you always have in any 
job," she said. 

"I had threatened to resign in '92," 
Settle said. "I threatened to take a 
leave of absence when I was in 
Owensboro in April." 

After the decision about Fellow­
ship donations, she decided she had 
to act, Settle said. "There are times in 
our lives we have to stand by our con­
victions." 

Yamaoka said no complaints by 
Settle had reached her office, but 
would have been handled by the area 
director in the mission field. 

"Our decisions on .how to spend 
money in the field are normally a 
group decision," with groups of mis­
sionaries deciding- with approval 
from the area director- how to spend 
the money allocated for that area, 
Yamaoka said. "Paula has been part 
of that process." 

Settle's resignation will take effect 
Nov. 1, but she's leaving Togo Sept. 
19. She plans to stay with her sister 
Pat in Durham, N.C. "I was a minister 
of education in Asheville before. I was 
appointed" as a missionary, Paula 
Settle said. "I have a lot of contacts in 
the area. 

"It's going to be a new experience. 
I had planned on being here until I 
retired." 

Copyright 1994 by Owensboro Mes­
senger-Inquirer. Reprinted by .permis­
sion. 

Lewis doesn't like Florida plan 
RIDGECREST, N.C. (ABP)-If 

Florida Baptists withhold their fund­
ing of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, they would be "strik­
ing a death blow to the very heart of 
what the Cooperative Program is 
about," said HMB President Larry 
Lewis. 

Lewis was reacting to a proposal, 
_approved by a Florida Baptist com­
mittee Aug. 18, which would allow 
the Florida Baptist Convention to 
keep most of the money it sends to the 
HMB through the national Coopera­
tive Program budget. 

'Tm really aghast and appalled 
that a budget-planning committee 
would recommend a Cooperative 
Program budget that would exclude 
any agency in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and especially a major 
missions agency," Lewis said. 

Traditionally Southern Baptist 
churches contribute to the Coopera­
tive Program through their state con­
ventions, which retain a portion of the 
funds for state-level ministry and send 
the rest to fund 18 national SBC agen­
cies. The HMB, which in 1993 re­
ceived $1.9 million in Cooperative 
Program funds from the Florida Bap­
tist Convention, sends most of its 
money back to the state conventions 
to support jointly funded missions 
personnel and projects- to the tune of 
$1.3 million in Florida in 1993. 

Under the proposal, Florida would 

keep the amount of funds it normally 
expects to receive from the HMB and 
conduct statewide missions on its 
own, without input from the SBC 
agency. The proposal, in effect, 
would take the HMB out of Q)issions 
work in Florida. 

"We are capable of doing our own 
mission program in the state of Flori­
da," explained John Sullivan, execu­
tive director of the Florida Baptist 
Convention. 

Sullivan cited the HMB's own 
. statement encouraging state conven­
tions to assume financial and admin­
istrative responsibility for missions in 
their states. Florida Baptists, he said, 
are only. following that suggestion, 
which is spelled out in the "Coopera­
ti-ve Agreement," the joint document 
that governs the missions partnership 
between the HMB and the state. 

Lewis also objected to Florida's 
plan to merge the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for home missions 
and the state missions offering into 
one yearly appeal. It would be illegal 
for Florida Baptists to use the Annie 
Armstrong name in connection with 
the joint offering, he said. 

"The Annie Armstrong Offering is 
not a home missions offering but a 
Home Mission Board offering," he 
said. "We would object to anyone 
raising money under the name of An­
nie Armstrong and using it for any 
other reason." 
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KENTUCKY 
Three-person race unfolding for ,KBC presidency 
• By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

A three-way contest for the presi­
dency of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention is unfolding, even though the 
annual meeting at which a new presi­
dent will be elected is more than two 
months away. 

. Three men have emerged as likely 
candidates: Bill Hancock, pastor of 
Highview Baptist Church in Louis~ 
ville; Billy Compton; pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Mount Washing­
ton; and Bob DeFoor, pastor of Har­
rodsburg Baptist Church in Harrods­
burg. 

Hancock announced his intention 
to be a candidate in an Aug. 26 letter 
to former KBC President Charles 
Stewart, which he also sent to the 
Western Recorder. Stewart, retired . 
pastor of Rose Hill Missionary Bap­
tist Church in Ashland, had asked for 
permission to nominate Hancock. 

Subsequent inquiries from the 
Western Recorder confirmed that 
Compton and DeFoor also expect to 
be nominated. 

The three candidates span the 
spectrum of political positions. 

Hancock is closely aligned with 
the conservative movement that now 
leads the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. He was chairman of the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board's trustees in 
1991 and 1992, the years in which the 
FMB withdrew its support for Rusch-

likon Seminary in Switzerland, one of 
several events that led Keith Parks to 
resign -as FMB president. Hancock 
has been a prominent supporter in 
Kentucky of the SBC's conservative 
realignment, but has said publicly he 
wishes Parks had not resigned. 

DeFoor is closely aligned with the 
SBC' s moderate wing and is a former 
board member of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Fellowship. He describes himself 
as "conservative biblically and mod­
erate theologically" and says his can­
didacy will appeal to "people not in­
terested in seeing Southern. Baptist. 
Convention politics imported into 
Kentucky Baptist life." 

Compton presents himself as a 
centrist candidate. He has not been a 
public figure on either side of the SBC 
struggle. "I see myself in terms of our 
convention as balanced," he ex­
plained. "l have not identified with 
the Felllowship nor with the funda­
mentalists, but I have friends in both 
areas. I do have convictions that I 

Compton Defoor 

think our convention ought to be 
more inclusive than either one of 
those groups." 

All three candidates have deep 
Kentucky roots, and both Compton 
and Hancock are natives. 

Hancock has been pastor at High­
view for nearly 25 years. Previously, 
he served Beechland Baptist Church 
in Logan County, New Palestine Bap­
tist Church in Hopkinsville, Mount 
Zion Baptist Church in Elizabethtown 
and Elkton Baptist Church in Elkton. 

He served as an FMB trustee from 
1984 through 1992, is a former presi­
dent and vice president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Pastors' Conference, a 
former trustee of Campbellsville Col­
lege and served on the SBC commit­
tee on boards in 1983. He is a gradu­
ate of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

DeFoor has been pastor at Har­
rodsburg 15 years. He first came to 
Kentucky in the early 1960s to attend 
Southern Seminary, and later served 

Hancock 

Jehovah's Witnesses-·need a ·witness 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-The next time Je­
hovah's Witnesses knock on your 
door, see them as people who need a 
Christian witness rather than a nui­
sance to be run off, urges Paul 
Blizard. • 

"I would have wanted Jesus, if 
someone had told me about him," said 
Blizard, who spent the first 28 years 
of his life selling Jehovah's Witness 
literature door-to-door. "Not one per­
son in 28 years of door-knocking ever 
told me how to be saved." 

"Good Baptists" were the ones 
who slammed doors in his face, 
cursed him and sprayed him with wa­
ter hoses, he said. 

Blizard was among five speakers 
at the Conference on Cults sponsored 
by the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion's evangelism office Aug. 29 and 
30. The conferences-which also fea­
tured teaching on Satanism, the oc­
cu lt, Mormonism and New Age 
movements-were held in Louisville 
and Radcliff 

Blizard, who now is a Christian 
and pastor of Reidland Baptist 
Church in Paducah, gave several sug­
gestions on presenting a Christian 
witness to Jehovah's Witnesses. 

An important key to remember, he 
said, is that Christians are called "not 
to be God's defense attorney but his 
star witness." 

In most cases, a simple witness of 
what Jesus Christ means to you will 
be more effective than engaging in a 
prolonged theological debate with a 
Jc:i1ovcu! s 'vv\uu::::::::, BliLaiJ ~a!'..!. 

When a Witness comes to your 
door, he suggested, stop him from 
making his prepared presentation, 
give a .brief witness of what Jesus 
means to you, promise to pray for the 
person, then close the door. "Then re­
ally pray for him," he urged. 

"And don't take any literature or 
give them any money," he added. 

For Christians who feel called to a 
more in-depth witness to Jehovah's 
Witnesses or have family members 
caught up in the cult, Blizard suggest­
ed several points for prodding: 

I Discuss their view and your view 
of how to be saved. Jehovah's Wit­
nesses teach a salvation based on 
works, while Christianity teaches a 
salvation based on faith in Jesus 
Christ, he said . 

I Discuss their view and your view 
of who Jesus is. Jehovah's Witnesses 
deny the Trinity, a central tenet of 
Christianity, he expfained. They also 
deny the deity of Jesus by teaching 
that Jesus was created by God and is 
the Son of God but not God the Son. 

I Discuss the false prophecies of 
Jehovah's Witness leaders. For exam­
ple, the cult's prophets incorrectly 
have predicted the end of the world at 
least five times, he said. Some of the 
first end-times predictions were de-
1ived by bizarre methods, such as cal­
culating the measurement of an Egyp­
tian pyramid, he added. 

In his conference, Blizard present­
ed an overview of the history of Jeho­
vah's Witnesses from the group's 
founding by Charles Taze Russell in 
1884. He spoke of his own experienc­
es not only as a third-generation Wit­

. 11c~~ bL1t 1Jf w01t~1!0 111 ~lie cuit ·~ lit.:-o.J -

quarters in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
"Once you become a Jehovah's 

Witness, you are under the total con­
trol of the organization," he said. The 
Witnesses share characteristics com­
mon to many cults, he explained; such 
as isolation from non-believing fami­
ly members and strict enforcement of 
rules and penalties. 

This cult counts about 4 million 
active participants today, Blizard said. 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society now publishes 16 million 
copies of its key publication, Watch­
tower magazine, twice monthly, he 
said. The magazine is printed in 115 
languages. 

Talking to Jehovah'·s Witnesses 
can be slippery, Blizard said, because 
they use "Christian terminology but 
with different meanings." 

They use their own version of the 
Bible, the New World translation, in 
which "every Scripture that deals with 
the deity of Christ has been altered," 
he said. 

Jevovah's Witnesses gain converts 
not by talking about their strict rules 
and isolationist practices, but by pre­
senting their idea of end times, 
Blizard said. The Witnesses believe 
that in the,end, God wil]destroy ev­
eryone but them, and they will live on 
Paradise Earth, a perfect new world. 
A select group of Witnesses-
144,400- will reign with Christ in 
heaven, they teach. 

For more information on Jeho­
vah's Witnesses or other cults, call the 
Home Mission Board's customer ser­
vice center at (800) 634-2462 and ask 
for appropriate portions of the "Belief 
;Jul1vt~n" ser:\~.;.; 

as pastor of churches in Boston and 
Glen Dale. He left the state for five 
years to serve as pastor of Druid Hills 
Baptist Church in Atlanta. 

He has served two terms on the 
KBC Executive Board and is a former 
trustee chairman for the Western Re­
corder. He currently serves as a trust­
ee of Georgetown College. He is a 
graduate of Southern Seminary. 

Compton has been pastor at Mount 
Washington since 1992. For three 
years before that, he was an associate 
in the KBC's evangelism office. 0th­
.er pastorates include Living Hope 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, 
Calvary Baptist Church in Glasgow~ 
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church iri 
Uno, Antioch Baptist Church in.Ed­
monton and Hardyville Union 
Church in Hardyville. 

He is a graduate of Campbellsville 
College and Southern Seminary. 

Hancock said he sent a copy of his 
letter to the Recorder to keep every­
thing in the open. "I just wanted to be 
upfront," he said. "I'm not interested 
in any poJiticking." • 

In his letter, Hancock pledged he 
will "not be party to any organized 
movement, nor will I speak at meet­
ings or rallies for the purpose of be­
ing elected. I discourage any effort to 
get me elected. You have my permis­
sion only to present my name and let 
the people decide." • 

A new KBC president will be 
elected Nov. 15 in Frankfort. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Ellis elected in California. Ron Ellis, executive vice 
president of Campbellsville College, has been elected 
president of California Baptist College in Riverside, Calif. 
Ellis, 38, will assume his new duties Nov. 1. He previously 
has been executive assistant to the president at Lee College 
in Baytown, Texas; assistant director of institutional research 
and testing at Baylor University in Waco, Texas; registrar and 
coordinator of church and associational relations at 
Louisiana College in Pineville, La.; and a junior high school 
history teacher. 

■ Daisy Jester dies. Retired Southern Baptist missionary 
Daisy Jester, 90, died Aug. 14 in Falcon, N.C., of 
complications from a stroke. Long the matron of the 
midwifery center at the Baptist hospital in Ogbomosho, 
Nigeria, she helped bring thousands of heaithy babies into 
the world. She was the former Daisy Hicks of Morganfield. 

■ Housing day of prayer set. An International Day of Prayer 
and Action for Human Habitat has been set for Sunday, Sept. 
18. Churches across Kentucky are asked to pray for the 
thousands of Kentuckians who do not have safe housing. 
The emphasis is co-sponsored by Habitat for Humanity and 
KY HOMEcoming '94. For more information, call (800) 365-
7990: • 

■ Lecture series established. The Lacy-Lykins Lecture 
Series has been established at Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College in honor of Alice Lacy Lykins and Kearney McKinley 
Lykins. The series was established by Clear Creek trustee 
Joan Parr to provide outstanding lectures on marriage, 
family and interpersonal relationships. 

■ Estate gift received. Clear Creek Baptist Bible College has 
received $34,000 from the estate of Edith Vivian Woolum of 
Pineville. The donation will fund scholarships for students 
from southeastern Kentucky. • 
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Florida trend 
The recent news that the· Florida 

Baptist Convention is considering 
changing its. manner of support to the 
Home Missio11 -Board is significant. 
Having served both on the staff of the 
Home Mission Board and as pastor of 
First Baptist Church of DeLand, Fla., 
I am keenly interested in this devel-
opment. . 

One of the few matters in which I 
disagreed with former HMB Presi­
dent Arthur Rutledge was the estab­
lishment of the cooperative missions 
agreements with state conventions, 

OPINION 
Southern lead me to believe it is not. 

I certainly hope that Boones Creek 
Baptist Association, where I'm to 
serve as clerk, does not adopt the oar -
row-minded laws of Southern Semi­
nary. I'm .sorry, bJit I'm _very angry 
right now. 

• • • Katherine Abner 
Winchester 

political agenda. Molly Marshall, in 
their view, is surely on her way, and 
they are making more history. 

Sad chapter 

Edward Clark 
Danville 

The resignation of Southern Semi-
' nary theology professor Molly Mar-

What happened? ~hall is another sad chapte! in the tra~-
■ ic saga of Southern Baptist theologi-

After IO years of exhausting and cal education. She is regarded by 
consistent effort, producing no evi- most students and fellow faculty 
dence of academic departure from members as an outstanding teacher, 
biblical tenets, Molly Marshall has radiant Christian and true servant of 

been "allowed" to Jesus Christ. 

Earnestly contend tor the 
faith which was once tor 

all delivered to the 

according to which . 
no support could be 
given for work in · 
any state which 

BAPTIST FORUM resign. This comes She resigned when President Al 
as the result of new Mohler gave her the choice of resig­
leadership at nation or dismissal. Threatened 

saints.-Jude 3 
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was not approved by the state and lo­
cal Baptist officials. That established 
a':·''Catholic-like" hierarchy. Baptists 
will eventually reject such an impedi­
ment to their freedom. 

In view of recent controversies in 
the Southern Baptist Convention, I 
predict that Florida's development 
will be copied in many states. 

Angry now 

Joseph R. Estes 
Louisville 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 I am so disappointed. Molly Mar-
for a one-year, individual shall has been a favorite of mine since 

subscription. Group I first read her statements in the West­
subscriptions on the church em Recorder. My husband and I 

budget plan ~~e $B.5o per watched her along with the men as 
year. An add1t1onal church . • ' 

newsletter service is available they discussed the Sun~y school les-
for churches of all sizes. All sons on TV. We adffilre her knowl­
subscriptions are payable in edge, her restraint, her beauty and her 

advance, except church ability. I read that sl)e also was a fa-
accounts, which require a tax vorite with the students. I 'wondered 

exemption number. . Jmw long it would take to get her to 
leave Southern Seminary. 

Southern Seminary. Affirmation of charges by Mohler included violation 
faculty is a thing of the past. One can of the seminary's Abstract of Princi­
only remember with appreciation ples and her views on feminism. 
Duke McCall's loyalty to "renegade" President -Mohler's given reasons 
teachers who dared stretch the minds for her resignation or dismissal are a 
of students who were starving while smoke screen. As late as 1992, semi­
eating the "porridge" of piddlin' phi- nary trustees, after intensive exarnina­
losophy. tioll' of the same charges, found no 

No charges have been· made pub- grounds for dismissal and declared 
lie. (Translation: "We have none, but "cloture" on the charges. 
we do have the votes." Echoes of What's the difference between 
Texas can yet be heard.) 1992 and 1994? President Mohler. In 

History is being made. After IO 1992, former President Roy Honey­
years of struggle, the defenders of cutt worked with tht: trustees to save 
God have concluded that evidence Professor Marshall. In 1994, Presi- · 

. and accountability are no longer im- . dent Mohler sacrificed her on the al­
portant. Votes are better than ethics. tar of Fundamentalism with the ap­
Political punch is better than appreci- proval of the trustees. If any doubt 
ation of admirable academics. Risto- existed why Mohler was elected pres­
ry was made when Judas squealed, ident and that he would not do what 
when Christians were given to lions, he was .elected tQ,d9, ifs.gone forev­
when religious zealots murdered er. Also gone is any hope that-Mohler 
Jesus and when Stephen was stoned . :,vould maintain integrity of ttieolog~-. 
to death. All tliese things were done cal education at Southern Seminary;· 
by religious people, so this "allowed Professor Marshall's faults are not 
resignation" must be seen as religious teaching contrary to the Abstract of 

To register change ol address:· 
Send the mailing label from 
page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

I wonder how many women will 
quit trying to follow the leadership of • 
God because of things like this. 

people doing their thing. Religious Principles nor her feminist views, as 
people are not always righteous. Mohler claims. For Mohler and his 

So, what in hell happened? The fellow Fundamentalists, Marshall has 
majority trustee members believe in a two cardinal · sins. She is a woman, 
literal, burning, never-ending condi- and she is not a Fundamentalist. Ei­
tion of suffering for those who go ther of these would disqualify her as a 
there. They have demonstrated that teacherof theology and together qual­

department at the Western 
Recorder address. 

To give news lips: Call (502) 
244-6472, fax to (502) 244-
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news director. 
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Snepherdsville: Isaac 
McDonald, Elizabethtown; 

June B. Rice, Paintsville; John 
Searcy, Franklin; William 

Thurman, Lexington; James 
Weaver, Madisonville. 

Violations of the Abstract of Prin­
ciples were mentioned. These actions 
do involve the abstract. Most Chris­
tians in small Baptist churches, like 
New Hope, where I- teach seniors, 
think their money is going where it is 
really needed. "Improvements" at 

the inerrant and infallible approach to ify her for crucifixion. 
hell will include those who do not C.R. Daley 

Louisville 

Dear Molly, 
My first impression of you was 

formed in 1973-74, during our fami­
ly's furlough from missionary service 
in the Middle East. I was completing 
my doctor of ministry degree, and you 
were a master of divinity student. 

agree with their syntax and personal 

other dear friends and Middle East 
colleagues, became special to you. 

The years passed, and our contact 
became infrequent. Those splendid 
qualities coalesced with other gifts to 
forge you into the outstanding South­
ern Seminary professor you became, 
affirmed by faculty colleagues, previ­

The fact that your name 
was Marshall made me cu­
rious enough to determine . 
if there might have been . 
some ancestral connec­
tions. I think I was disap­
pointed to discover none. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

bus administration offi­
cials and seminary trust­
ees, and hundreds of stu­
dents who experienced 
you as "teacher." 

I recall a journey with 
you and other seminary 
students. en route to the 

And now you must car­
ry your giftedness to some 
other place, not to be wast­
ed. I have never been told 
that I must resign or be 
fired . Though that day 
could come, i am tor now 

1 Foreign Mission Board for 
an orientation conducred 
for those of you gomg as 
summer missionaries. I 

William W. Marshall unable to expenence the 

still remember bemg impressed witt 
your vigor in conversation, good 
sense of humor, bright mind and your 
heart for missions. 

While a summer missionary in Is­
rael, you became close friends with 
some of our life-long friends, Norman 
and Martha_ Lytle, now in Russia. 
Through them Bob and Eddie Fields, 

-depth of what you must be 
feelmg, personally. There are more 
than a few pastors who do understand 

I grieve that the seminary from 
which I graduated 1s no longer strong 
enough to embrace, however reserv­
edly, someone like you, Molly. 

As you move on with your life, I 
offer this reflection: 

Years ago, while making one of 

ma11y journeys to Yemen, I often trav­
eled by way of Cairo, Asmara (Ethio-
pia) and Djibouti. • 

On one occasion, our DC-3 was 
stalled on the desert runway of Dji­
bouti. The 120-degree heat outside 
made it impossible to stay inside the 
plane.during the repairs. Our orily re­
lief was to step outside and sit on the 
sand beneath the wing. The shadow 
of that wing made the wait bearable. 

Later, in the comfort of Dr. Jim 
and June Young's guest room on the 
Baptist hospital compound inJibla, I 
wrote in my journal: ·"Shadows are 
for shade, but not to live in." 

May you find •'shade" in the re­
lieving comfort and love of your 
manv friends . Take this time, evep 
though not of your choosmg. to expe­
rience the best of what the shadows 
have to offe1 

And then come out, Molly Come 
out into the blazing sunlight of know­
ing surely that the One Who has led 
you thus far has neither forsaken you 
nor withdrawn from you the blessing 
given in the beginning. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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• Consider sponsoring a candi~ 
date for the school board in your 
next elections. • • 

Volunteer to serve on parent­
teacher committees. 

• Help your youth find at least 
one teacher as a mentor. Teens 
need a "hero" teacher that in­
spires them to do their best. 

Finally, gc:t a copy of the cas­
sette tape, "So You are Having 
Trouble in School" from the "24-
Hour Counselor" series rY our 
church mav nave it: if not, order 
it from the ·southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. 

Wade Rowatt is professor of psy­
chology of religion at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. 

■ Send your questions about 
.. children, teens, marriage, singles 

or aging t() "Family Forum," 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, 

• 'f~.9J~.xW.f If,. 402s3: •• • • 
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EDITORIALS 
Parents must be partners in children's education 

If passion accurately reflects the importance of an issue, then the ed­
ucation of our children ranks as one of the most vital topics of public life. 

From education reform to private-school vouchers, to selection of li­
brary books and funding of parochial-school busing, Americans can't 
stop arguing over education. Behind all the shouting and outrage, how­
ever, stands a strong consensus: Education is important. We must teach 
our children well if our society is to remain strong. 

The early days of the school year provide an appropriate time to re­
mind ourselves how we can help youngsters make the most of their ed­
ucational opportunities. Parents of faith live under a double mandate to 
engage in the education of their children. The Bible commands them to 
"train up" their children, and moral/social ethics stipulates that's their 
duty too. The National Education Association (itself a lightning rod for 
educational storms) recently published "back-to-school ideas for harried 
parents." They're good advice for moms and dads: 

I Praise effort. The work children put into learning, not the grades 
they receive for their efforts, is the primary indicator of the learning pro­
cess. Urge children to do schoolwork diligently, and praise them. 

I Make a space for studying. It may be a desk in a bedroom, a comer 
of the kitchen table or some other spot in the house, but kids need a work 

• space for homework that belongs to them. 
I Establish a routine. Time for study, time for play, time for bed all 

are important, as Famiiy Forum columnist Wade Rowatt notes on page 
4. A steady, routine that includes appropriate study time reinforces the 

learning process and emphasizes to children the value parents place on 
education. 

I Ask about school. Ask what goes on at school, and don't take "noth­
ing" for an answer. Specific questions are best for soliciting specific an­
swers. Ask: ''What was the most interesting thing youJearned today?" 
"Who ate lunch with you?" ''What was the nicest thing that happened all 
day?" "What was the worst thing that happened?" • 

I Ask for your ~hildren's opinions. An important emphasis f~r chil­
dren is the deyelopment of "thinking skills" that help them process and 
analyze the information they learn. Asking for their opinions about cur­
rent events, household decisions, topics of faith and important issues of 
the day helps them strengthen these skills. 

I Ask your children to teach you. One of the best ways to help stl,l- , 
dents learn something is to get them to explain it. If you don't under­
stand a child's homework, ask for an explanation. 

I Talk to teachers. Even if you cannot visit a teacher during school 
hours, call your child's teacher and leave a message. You '11 get a return 
call. And while you have the teacher on the phone, ask what your child is 
doing right so you can offer praise, and ask for suggestions in helping 
your child to do better. 

I Read to your kids. Educational experts recommend reading aloud to 
children as _a key to helping them learn. It stimulates their interest and 
establishes a strong role model for reading and learning. 

Marv Knox 

An an·tidote to compassion fatigue: Look ,f changed lives 
child needs one," answered the father flooding•in Georgia. Now·it is Rwan-
without hesitation. , dan refugee relief. • ·' • 

possible for him to remain in :a pio­
neer area, the answer might be differ-

/ 

The education of 
America's next 
generation is too 
important for 
parents to leave 
the training of our 
children 
completely up to 
the schools. 

• I was a polio victim during the ep­
idemics of the early 1940s. One of the 
mediql responses to the 

0

disease was 
t4~1t~t( 1uri~, ~lt

1
~ is..: aj1wte mac;f1ine 

and extremely1c_ostly, which' generat­
ed considerable debate over the eth­
ics of spending so much money for 
helping so few children. 

• • Such qu~stiqns contitme;· just • In addition to meeting, physical 
• ab~ut. 'di(f.erent,{gnlf' ~~e,qjehsive •• ne~~s~; Bap_tists have'· sought 't:o meet 
machmes ' arrd procedures. And the spmtual needs as well. ·As • a result, 
answers today, as in'the past, depend stronger state conventiop.s have en­
on who is asked the question. tered into partnerships with others in 

• ent from that of someone who is more 
blessed with both an' adequate salary . 111, 0 ~. 

• and heaTth' insurance benefits: • 
Should we ask our ·people to re-

One of th!!. polio victims who spent 
many years'' in an • 

For example, should the govern- an effort to speed up the spread of the 
ment fund the school breakfast pro- gospel in.what is called "pioneer" ar­

gram for under- eas. Similar relationships also exist 
i. 

iron lung was the 
daughter of a co­
worker. Her sister 

GUEST EDITORIAL privileged chil- with Baptists overseas. • 
dren? The answer, ~ Some have questioned if we as 
obviously, depends Baptists may be over-extending our-

spond time and time again to hurting 
humanity as a result of some natural. 
disaster? A victim's response may be 
different from someone who has nev­
er encountered a disaster but is always 
being asked to give. • 

became a movie star, and because of 
the notoriety was able· to generate 
considerable support for children left 
crippled by the disease. • 

During a rather heated debate one 
day at the office about the ethical ram­
ifications of the iron lung, a new em­
ployee who was not aware that the 
father of a young woman being kept 
alive at that moment by one of the 
machines was sitting in the room 
asked, "Is it worth the cost?" 

"Depends on whether or not your 

on who is asked the question. A hun- selves in responding so often and so 
gry child may answer differently than generously to these spiritual and hu­
an irate or wary taxpayer. • manitarian_needs. A "correct" answer 

In recent years, Baptists have been my be "yes!" Correctness, as in "po­
asked again and again to respond to litical correctness," does not imply a 
various needs at home and abroad moral code. But the "right" answer to 
through partnerships, hunger and di- that question, which does involve a 
saster relief, pastoral aid, etc. Many moral judgment, may depend on who 
requests are in addition to regular is asked to respond. 
tithes and offerings. If it is an isolated young pastor 

First, it was hunger relief in Ethio- who depends on a $100 monthly sup­
pia. Two years ago, it was disaster re- plement in order to provide health in­
lief in Miami. This summer, it was surance for his family which makes it 

Let us pray ·that we never have to 
experience devastating floods such as 
so many have in recent months. Or 
that we never have to leave our 
homes, families and country for fear 
for our lives as have the Rwandans. 

Also, let us pray that in our desire 
to know how best to respond to needs 
both physical and spiritual that we be 
careful who we ask. For the "right" 
answer may depend on who we ask. 

Jack Brymer, editor 
Florida Baptist Witness 

Jacksonville 
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OPINION 
) 

Morehead professor's paper challenges inerrancy 
"The main fear 

expressed by the 
fundamentalists is 

true: Most 
professors do not 
believe in biblical 

inerrancy and 
infallibility, and in 

the name of 
Christian maturity, 

they are 
paternalistically 
'educating' their 
students into the 

moderate 
position." 

Professor Jack Weir 

By Marv Knox 
Editor 

MOREHEAD- The Bible is nei­
ther inerrant nor infallible, but that 
doesn't negate its religious value, a 
former Baptist university professor 
proposes in the latest edition of South­
west Philosophy Review. 
• Jack Weir, professor of philosophy 
at Morehead State University in More­
head and a member of First Baptist 
Church there, wrote the first draft of 
his paper in 1984-85 while he was a 
tenured faculty member at Hardin­
Simmons University, a Texas Baptist 
school in Abilene. 

Weir was on the HSU faculty from 
1977 to 1993. A graduate ofEast Tex­
as Baptist University and Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, he 
also has been pastor of two churches 
in Texas and taught one semester at 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

"Biblical inerrancy 
and infallibility are the 
dominant doctrines of the 
'fundamentalist conser­
vatives,' the faction that 
since 1978 has displaced 
the 'moderate conserva­
tives' as the controllers of 
the bureaucracy, agen­
cies and seminaries of the 
Southern Baptist Con- ' 
vention," Weir observes. 

The battle for the de­
nomination has been 
waged with two strate­
gies, he adds . "Funda-

·mentalists" contended 
the · SBC was decaying 
theologically because 
many denominational 
employees did not be­
lieve the Bible, and 
."moderates" countered by claiming 
the real issue was power and politics, 
not theology. _ 

"The main fear expressed by the 
fundamentalists is true: Most profes­
sors do not believe in biblical inerran­
cy and infallibility, and in the name of 
Christian maturity, they are patemal­
istically 'educating' their students into 
the moderate position," he alleges. 
"For the sake of the autonomy of all 
persons involved, moderatt;s should 
openly acknowledge and defend the 
rationality of their beliefs." . 

Weir takes up that challenge, not­
ing the debate is exceedingly complex 
and has a history of its own. For ex­
ample, he0 cites 19 words and phrases 
that describe the truthfulness of the 
·Bible as only "a partial list of terms 
used in this dispute." 

The focus of the debate, and Weir's 
paper, is on two words. '"Inerrancy' 
and 'infallibility' are sometimes treat­
ed as synonyms when they are not," 
he says. 

'"Inerrancy' is the claim that the 
'original autograph' copies of the bib­
lical documents- those actually writ­
ten by Moses, John, Paul and so on­
contained absolutely no mistakes, no 
matter how minor and on all subjects, 
including science, history, politics, 
psychology and so on." • 

Examining inerrancy, Weir says: 
"Research has shown that many bibli­
cal documents never had in any mean­
ingful sense one original author; 
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_ hence, the terms 'autograph' and 
'original' have no referent. ... For 
many biblical books, an original doc­
ument never existed." 

Rather, the books were compila­
tions of sources, he adds. "Many bib- • 
lical books- including the gospels­
began as more or less flexible oral tra­
ditions and not as written documents. 
Once in written form, the documents 
went through long periods of editing, 
when materials were added, deleted 
and changed to suit the wishes of the 
editors. Since the documents were not 
regarded as sacred until decades- and 
sometimes centuries.,---after they were 
started, they were often freely and co­
piously edited." 

So, the possibility of finding a sin­
gle, complete, original copy of a bibli­
cal book is nil, and could not be prov­
en even if found, he says. 

Some inerrantists stress "that the 
biblical documents were inerrant at the 
time they were made canonical," or 

the 

would come in his own and his read­
ers' lifetime (1 Thessalonians; 2 Thes­
salonians; 1 Cprinthians); outer space 
being filled with water (Genesis 1; 
Psalm 104); and the acceptability of 
slavery (Deuteronomy 20: 10-15; 
Philemon). 

"Although frequently disregarded 
as ancient customs that ate not time­
less, every one of these errors is in the 
Bible, significant and wrong," Weir 
contends. "These errors are clearly 
taught, mandated or assumed by the 
biblical texts" in both the Old and New 
Testaments. 

Throughout history, people have 
quoted the Bible to support a variety 
of actions later understood to be rep­
rehensible, he says. His examples in­
clude "torturing heretics, kidnapping 
and enslaving Africans, waging na­
tionalistic wars, ... killing Native 
Americans and destroying their cul­
tures, burning witches, persecuting the 
Jews, waging war against Moslems 
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determined to be part of the Bible as 
people know it, he acknowledges. But 
he asks, "Since more than one version 
of some books existed at the time that 
the books became canonical, ... which 
version is the inerrant one?" , 

Turning to "infallibility," Weir 
notes the term "is the claim that the 
handwritten copies of these original 
autographs- and copies of the copies, 
for centuries until today- are 'not 
prone' to mislead or cause error. That 
is, except for insignificant and minor 
errors, such as errors in factual detail 
and grammar, the copies reproduce -
the truth of the originals." 

The validity of infallibility can be 
checked, Weir contends. "If the Bible 
as it exists today is prone to cause er­
ror, the infallibility claim has been re­
futed," he explains. "If it contains an 
error and someone believes it based on 
biblical authority, then the Bible obvi­
ously is 'prone' to cause such an error 
in belief." 

Weir cites 13 concepts, and the bib­
lical texts from which they are drawn, 
as evidence of error in Scripture. They 
include the subordination of women to 
men (1 Corinthians 11:1-16; 14:33-
36; Ephesians 5:22-24); ethnic cleans­
ing, annihilating whole populations, 
and killing civilians and infants in 
times of war (Exodus 23:23-33; 
34: 11-16;-Numbers 33:51-56; Deuter­
onomy 7:1-6; 20:16-18; Joshua; Judg­
es; Psalm 137); the Apostle Paul's be­
lief that Christ's Second Coming 

and suppressing women." 
Critical examinations of inerrancy 

and infallibility are not new, Weir 
claims. 

"Scholars and laity have been dis­
cussing most of them for centuries," 
he notes. "I have said little that South­
ern Baptist fundamentalists- Bible 
professors, theologians, pastors and 
seminary professors--do not know .... 

"Most inerrantists and infallibilists 
themselves, in their own preaching, 
theology, writing and practice, dq not 
actually hold to the objective, com­
plete and literal inerrancy and infalli­
bility of all of the Bible on all subjects 
at all times. They usually adopt (inter­
pretive) schemes whereby certain 
troublesome parts of the Bible can be 
dismissed to lesser authority. • 

"Yet these inerrantists and infalli­
bilists still insist that all believers at 
least confess that the Bible is inerrant 
and infallible. What they actually 
seem to want is a high level of reli­
gious respect and reverence for the 
Bible but not actual belief in inerrancy 
and infallibility." 

Their passion is driven by a con­
cern for verifying religious knowl­
edge, Weir asserts. 

"The inerrantists and infallibilists 
believe that, if the Bible were not iner­
rant and infallible, then the behever 
would have no certain way of gaining 
knowledge," he says. "It would be 

• impossible for the believer to deter­
mine what parts of the Bible inerrant-

ly and infallibly come from God and 
what parts of the Bible mistakenly 
come from human initiative and er­
ror." 

However, that claim is based on 
three false assumptions, Weir says. 
. "First, it assumes that all 'truths' 
are universal, absolute, certain and 
timeless," he notes. But many truths 
"are conditioned by time, locale and 
circumstances and so are at best high 
probabilities and never certainties." 

"Second, inerrantists and infalli­
bilists incorrectly assume that all 
meaningful utterances are ... the true­
false kind," he adds. "For example, as­
serting the inerrancy and infallibility 
of a religious document is like assert­
ing the inerrancy and infallibility of a 
poem, a musical composition or a 
work of art. The notions of 'inerran­
cy' and 'infallibility ' do not fit. Does 
it make any sense to ask whether a 
poem containing an incorrect scientif­
ic allusion is true or false?" 

And third, the doctrines 
"mistakenly assume that 
no reliable method is avail­
able for determining God's 
word without an inerrant 
and infallible biblical text," 
he says. Countering that 
notion, he points to other 
traditional "methods for · 
finding the word of God," 
such as scholarly study of 
the Scriptures, decisions of 
historic church councils, 
the writings of theologians 
and sermons of preachers, 
the lives of saintly people, 
the practices of the church, 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, meditation and 
prayer. 

The inerrantists and in­
fallibilists restrict the 

search for truth because they "pre­
sume an extremely narrow theory of 
meaning that is destructive of the rich­
ness and diversity of human life and 
experiences," Weir claims. 

On the other hand, a more helpful 
view accepts the idea that the Bible 
can contain errors and still be a sacred 
and valuable religious document, he 
writes. 

Rather than insist the Bible must be 
perfect because God is perfect and . 
would not inspire an imperfect mes­
sage, Weir stresses: "The power and 
perfection of God somehow is com­
patible with an errant and fallible Bi­
ble . ... The perfect God has been re­
vealed through the words and experi­
ences of finite, free and sinful hu­
mans." 

Respondents 
In columns on the facing pag~. 

David Dockery and Robison James 
respond to Jack Weir's paper. Dock­
ery and James are not strangers. 
Dockery is vice president for aca­
demic administration and dean of 
the School of Theology at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, James is professor of re­
ligion at the University of Richmond 
in Richmond, Va. In 1990, they co­
edited a book on biblical authority, 
based on a Southern Seminary con­
ference, "Four Views of the Bible 
Among Southern Baptists." 
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During the summer of 1979 in 
Houston, Texas, the Southern Bap­
tist Convention took a major, and at 
that time unexpected, theological 
tum. With the election of Adrian 
Rogers as convention president, the 
SBC conservative resurgence be­
gan, accompanied by a clarion call 
for commitment to the inerrancy of 
Holy Scripture. • 

This movement was in many 
ways a reaction to changes that had 
taken place in the SBC between 
1925 and 1975. Yet it was not anew 
commitment, but a recommitment 
to the doctrine of Scripture long 
held in the SBC between 1845 and 
1925. Certainly, J.M. Frost, Basil 
Manly, B.H. Carroll, AT. Robert­
son and numerous others had clear­
ly confessed the complete truthful­
ness and reliability of Holy Scrip­
ture, even readily employing the 
term "inerrancy" to describe the na­
ture of Scripture. 

The conservative resurgence 
called for a return to the positions 
articulated by Manly, Carroll and 
others, though now in more sophis­
ticated restatement enabled by de­
cades of discussion regarding Scrip­
ture in the broader evangelical 
world, culminating in the Chicago 
Statements on Biblical Inerrancy 
(1978) and Biblical Interpretation 
(1982). The conservative resur­
gence in the -SBC of the past 15 
years has reaffirmed the inerrancy 
of Scripture, echoing the consensus 
viewpoint reflective of earlier Bap­
tist theologians. 

The confession that the Bible is 
inerrant is still, however, very much 
misunderstood and often wrongly 
caricatured. It is often associated 
with a mechanical dictation view of 
inspiration or a literalistic herme­
neutic. At times, even the defenders 

Professor Weir is right. Some 
kinds of inerrancy belief are danger­
ous. As I have often argued, iner­
rancy can get in the way of the Bi­
ble's authority. It can keep the Bi­
"ble from having its way with us. 
David Koresh of Waco was an iner­
ranti_st! 

Though I don't think some of 
Weir's criticisms are quite on target, 
enough are that we can see there are 
big problems in "blunt" or literal­
minded inerrancy belief. But what 
about qualified, "sophisticated iner- . 
rancy"? I wish Weir had done more 
with it. He's right that most moder­
ate professors don't accept blunt in­
errancy. But most scholarly inerran­
tists don't accept inerrancy in that 
sense, either. And that goes for 
many scholarly inerrantists who are 
recommended by people running 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
That's one reason I don't think iner­
mncy differences are basic. The 
SBC takeover is more c.omplex and 
serious than that. 

Weir is right that we moderates 

OPINION 
I 

of inerrancy seem confused as to 
what such an affirmation really 
means. 

To confess that the Bible is iner­
rant affirms that it is the written word 
of God. While emphasizing proposi­
tional revelation, such a confession 
must also be careful to maintain that 
Scripture's literary diversity is more 
than an historic accident or declara­
tive device. It is a vehicle for imagi­
native thought and creative expres- • 
sion about things difficult to grasp. 
Commands, promises, parables, 
analogy, metaphor, symbol and po­
etry cannot be forced into proposi­
tional form without loss. This recog­
nition of literary diversity brings a 
healthy realization of the human as­
pect in Scripture, thus balancing the 
divine-human authorship of the Bi­
ble. 

The Bible attests to its own inspi­
ration (2 Timothy 3:16), which can 
be characterized as plenary and con­
cursive. While affirming verbal in­
spiration, there is an awareness of 
contemporary linguistic theory that 
suggests that meaning is at the sen­
tence level and beyond. • 

Based on a plenary view of inspi­
ration, a confession of inerrancy 
stresses that what the Bible affirms 
is completely true. Such a position 
attempts to be sensitive to the diver­
sity and development in the Bible, 
recqgnizinf different literary genres 
while seeking to determine the orig­
inal meaning of Scripture. Because 
the Bible is a divine-human book, 
the interpretive tools of literary and 
.historical criticism can be employed 
with care and faith-oriented presup­
positions. 

Thus, we can define inerrancy as 
the idea that when all the facts are 
known, the Bible, properly interpret­
ed in light of the culture and the 

should acknowledge and defend our 
beliefs about the Bible. But we have! 
I'm only one, and I've done that in 
three books and about 20 articles, es­
pecially in "The Unfettered Word" 
which also has a beautiful chapter by 
Russell Dilday, and in "Beyond the 
Impasse?" Another frontal attack on 
blunt inerrancy besides Weir's is 
Clayton Sullivan's "Toward a Ma­
ture Faith." 

Weir reaches one penetrating 
conclusion that he does nothing with. 
He asks what kind of claims inerran­
tists are making when they say the 
Bible is inerrant and infallible. His 
conclusion is that these claims "seem 
to be disguised ways of confessing 
that the Bible is religiously authori­
tative." 

Exactly! As I would put it, many 
inerrantists are not making a precise, 
literal statement. For them, inerran­
cy is a powerful symbol of the Bi­
ble's authority-. Question inerrancy, 
and you question biblical authority 
for them. Inerrancy grasps and moti­
vates them almost like the Cross of 

means of communication that had 
developed by the time of its compo­
sition, is completely true in all that 
it affirms, to the degree of precision 
intended by the author's purpose, in 
all matters relating to God and his 
creation. Such an affirmation of 
Scripture, which now characterizes 
the new leadership in the SBC, plac­
es qiost Southern Baptists squarely 
in the evangelical world. Such a 
confession gladly affirms the Bible 
as God's truthful, written and au­
thoritative word. Thus, it can and 
should be trusted in all matters. 

The past 15 years of difficulty 
and strife in the SBC have been fu­
eled by political and personal differ­
ences, but the focal point of the dif­
ferences has been the affirmation or 
denial of the complete truthfulness 
of the Bible. The SBC of the 1990s 
has clearly decided that inerrancy 
cannot be ignored, de-emphasized 
or eliminated from the discussion. It 
is the focus of the developing new 
theological center in the SBC. It has 
been heartily affirmed, but it must 
continue to be carefully clarified 
since the issue remains an emotion­
al one, often misunderstood and 
misrepresented by folks on all sides 
of the question. 

As we build upon this new con­
sensus and re-established founda­
tion of the inspiration and authority 
o'f Holy Scripture, with recognition 
of who we are consistent with our 
Southern Baptist heritage, let us 
move beyond articulations of the 

. nature of Scripture and with heads, 
hearts and hands seek to obey the 
divinely inspired, completely truth­
ful and fully authoritative written 
word of God. 

David Dockery 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Louisville 

Christ grasps most Christians. That 
fixation on inerrancy is modem and 
unhealthy. Weir's article can help 
here, though I think it needs to be 
supplemented by some publications 
I've mentioned. 

Is there a trace of "fundamental­
ism of the left" in Weir's article? 
Fundamentalists believe we should 
break fellowship if we differ on in­
errancy. I don't. I think Weir agrees 
with me, but I'm not sure his article 
comes across that way. 
• We should help people under­

stand the Bible in ways more ade­
quate to the way God inspired it 
than most inerrancy could ever be. 
But we also need to help our listen­
ers be aware that they are learning 
things about the Bible that millions 
of their brother and sister Christians 
don't yet know. Thus these other 
millions may confess their fidelity 
to Scripture in different terms­
maybe even in terms of inerrancy! 

Robison B. James 
University of Richmond 

Richmond, Va. 

BAPTIST FORUM 

Trio honored 
Over the last 40 years, many have 

worked to make Boone's Creek 
Camp the great camp it is today. 
Three significant ones stand out. 

Cova Duval dreamed of having 
such a camp for boys and girls. Be­
cause of his vision and his faith in 
God, Bro. Duval pursued his dream, 
and the camp became a reality. 

Lloyd Mahanes served as camp 
director for 12 years. His love for the 
camp and the children was evident. 
Summer after summer, God's love 
was revealed through the leadership 
of Bro. Mahanes. 

Marie Pace has served as cook at 
Boone's Creek Camp for 40 years. 
Never has there been such an individ­
ual whose life defines what persever­
ance really means. Her day begins 
long before the campers awaken and 
ends long after the sun sets. 

These three, along with Arion 
Davis, associational missionary in 
1954, were honored during the 
camp's celebration. Each was pre­
sented a certificate honoring their 
years of service, as the 1994 camp 
staff sang, "Thank you for giving to 
the Lord. I am a life that was 
changed." Only eternity will reveal 
how many lives have been changed 
because of Boone's· Creek Camp. 

Louanne Mathis 
Danville 

Disturbing rationale 
I found Southern Seminary Presi­

dent Al Mohler' s words, "I believe 
niy interpretation of the Abstract (of 
Principles) is constant with the 
founders of this institution" very dis­
turbing as rationale for the recent 
"forced resignation" of Professor 
Molly Marshall. 

In constitutional law, to be "con­
stant with the founders" is to deny full 
liberty to females and designate those 
of African descent a_s property. 

Mohler has gone on record as 
more highly valuing an interpretation 
of a man-made document than he has 
the living human document 'of Molly 
Marshall. I invite him to study and 
exegete the life that he has handled 
with callous disregard. Molly Mar­
shall has been a faithful servant of the 
Scriptures, the discipline of theology 
and the risen Lord. She has chal­
lenged and nurtured as she pursued 
her vocation of "faith seeking under­
standing." I experienced her as a wise 
and caring pastor. From classroom 
lectures to informal conversations, 
she consistently deepened my faith 
and invited me to reflect more consci­
entiously on my experience of Clirist. 
Her presence on Southern's campus 
will be missed. 

The incarnation was and is an 
enigma to those whose vision is di­
rected toward the past. Let dry bones 
live and take on flesh. Let the Spirit 
blow where it will. I invite every pro­
fessor at Southern to exercise aca­
demic freedom and conscience and 
invite Dr. Molly Marshall to be a 
guest lecturer in classes this fall. Let 
the new wine continue to flow and 
break the old wineskins if need be. 

R. Dale McAbee 
Louisville 

Feeling 
prophetic 

After what happened 
at my seminary 
(Southwestern), it is 
good to know that ethical 
problems are not 
confined to it. I am 
sitting here in front of 
my computer feeling 
somewhat prophetic. 
When Al Mohler was 
elected president at 
Southern Seminary, I 
told my friends that the 
only reason he was 
elected was to get Molly 
Marshall. I see he has 
done well in a very short 
time to reach the goals 
of his puppet masters in 
the convention. It is 
good to see that the 
Fundamentalist agenda 
is still on track. 

I just hope Marshall's 
firing has the same effect" 
in the convention that Dr. 
Russell Dilday's did, and 
the convention will be 
brought back closer to 
the center, where most 
Southern Baptists are. 
Maybe the hostage crisis 
that has gripped the 
convention is soon to be 
over. 

Rodger D. Eakin 
Fuiton 
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NATION 
Robertson building empire on theology of capitalism 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (RNS) 
- Evangelical broadcaster Pat Rob­
ertson's purchase of the Ice Capades 
is the latest example of a theology of 
Christian capitalism that has helped 
the one-time presidential hopeful turn 
a rundown UHF television station 
into a worldwide ministry and busi­
ness conglomerate. 

And Robertson, 64, is not finished 
yet. 

The Jurie 8 announcement that 
Dorothy Hamill and her touring fig­
ure-skating show are joining Robert­
son's International Family Entertain­
ment group came amid reports that 
the Christian Broadcasting Network, 
his non-profit religious organization, 
plans. to build a theme park in South 
Hampton Roads, Va. and launch a 
cable system in Vietnam. 

This has led many observers to ask 
if CBN is a religious ministry or a 
business empire. 

The answer is both. And this dual 
function has drawn criticism from 
business and religious observers alike 
who say Robertson should not min­
gle the two. 

The Business Coali tion for Fair 
Competition, a national group based 
in Alexandria, Va., claims businesses 
bankrolled by Robertson's charity 
operation tilt the entrepreneurial play­
ing field against those who don't have 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Clergy can prevent teen suicide. Half of America's teens 
believe clergy can play an important role in preventing teen 
suicide, but only one-fourth of them believe churches in 
their communities are doing anything about it, according to 
the Gallup Poll. Teens surveyed by the Gallup organization 
said clergy should put more efforts directly into support · . 
groups, awareness activities and counseling to aid potential 
suicide victims. Teens who see churches doing something 
about suicide report theyare offering actiylties or spiritual 
alternatives to acts ofself-gestruction.They say churclle~ 
are discussing the•problem/offering counseling services · 
·and support groupSand ioricit1ctirig_meetingsand ,./ :(';; .. r· 
awareness Sessions. / •. <••·•··•J.\· •· h'\; /,;./ •./.i /•S •• 

■ Discriminaiion'sui(~ropped. The:Jfs. Jvstige •·• ·•·•{{ >< 
• Department agreed ;9'g{22 to settle icase ih .whiSht 
Christian couple was· charged with housing discriminat[ori 

·for telling theirpast9r:apoutthemoral beh~vior of am~n ·•· 
they had evicted fro!T) thei~ horiie; The riialftenant had .··.• .. ·•. 
been evicted after frequently entertaining:an overnight {, F 
female visitor. Later, when the man applied for a job as • • • iJI 
music minister at tt\e ,family's church, the family inJormed • :r 
the pastor he was ''.moraUy unqualified''. forthe job:'The • ; ·.•.·· ' 
U.S. Department oft-lousing ;i'ndUrba'.ri•Dev~lop111enttheh •.; 
sued the couple tor .. yiqlatioQs 9fth~ fai( Housing A9t: lnJhf,.' 
settlement, the JustiM beMrtmenrdroppeJitheird~mand k< • 
that the family ad11Jittbey hadViql~teqJhe'fqrmertyilclrtt's >; .rights. · .•·· · · · • .. · '. .... , ............. ,;, .... · ·· · • .... ;,-..... , ·· ·· • .· ... .. 

■ "Censor" label ~hunned. FOGUS .on the ·Family fookon 
People for the American Way at an· Au·g. 23 news ·>" • 
conference, claiming' PAIJV unfairJy stigmatizes,parents 

• concerned about theirchildren's education: ''Often, . . .. . 
conservative Christiah.ParenfawhO objecf tocertain school. 

, .materials are accused of censorshlp,". said l"om Minnery, 
> public policy vice president for Focus onthe Family: 'They 

are not censors. They are sirJJply concerned parents whQ 
want what's bestJof ,tti~i(cQild_reo.? Minnery charged thc1t o 
PAW's 1993·censorshipfepgrt ptimarily·f6cu .. ~edon c,:ases ••··· 

. of parents taking a he~lthyint~(estinlheit'children•;. •• • 
education, notbeino 'ceflso ··" • .... ····.····• ... • • ' • ' f 
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monthly, tax-exempt contributions to 
start companies. 

Others attack on ethical grounds, 
saying donors believe they are sup­
porting a purely religious organiza­
tion. 

"People have given all these years 
to what they thought was a ministry. 
Now he's turned it into a business. 
That's what's wrong," said James 
Dunn, executive director of the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Af­
fairs, a Washington group that fre­
quently opposes Robertson's conser-
vative politics. . 

But for Robertson and CBN offi­
cials, who have refused to respond to 
detailed questions about their financ­
es, business and religion always have 
been inseparable . . 

Robertson sees God's work as 
transcending the spread of the gospel 
and the feeding of the poor. Being a 
true believer means taking risks, mak­
ing money and influencing the cul­
ture, Robertson says. 

Robertson's empire was born in 
1960 when, with no money down, he 
bought a Portsmouth, Va. television 
station that had gone off the air. He 
gave it an ambitious name and said he 
was "going to trust the Lord for all the 
support." The stated purpose of CBN 
was to spread the gospel and prepare 
the world for the second coming of 

Christ. 
That CBN has done, using tax-ex­

empt money to bring the message of 
salvation to 70 countries. In the past 
three years alone, "over 50 million 
have received Jesus Christ," CBN 
says. 

Through its outreach to the needy, 
Operation Blessing International Re­
lief and Development, more than $80 
million has been distributed to help 
the poor since 1978. 

But CBN also has grown into an 
umbrella organization for IO business 
ventures, with plans for more. 

The theme park, similar to Univer­
sal Studios in Orlando, Fla., is project­
ed to be built either in Virginia Beach 
or Chesapeake, Va. The ministry 
owns hundreds of undeveloped acres 
in both cities. 

Robertson is negotiating with the 
Vietnam government for CBN to start 
a 28-channel cable system in that 
country. He says he already has shak­
en hands on the plan with the Viet­
namese minister of communications. 

Other CBN-backed businesses in­
clude an airplane charter company, a 
travel agency, an Oklahoma radio sta­
tion, a four-diamond hotel, a news 
service that claims to compete with 
The Associated Press and a proposed 
retirement community to open in ei­
ther Virginia Beach or Chesapeake. 

The most successful CBN busi­
ness, the Family Channel, was sold 
for $250 million in 1990 to Interna­
tional Family Entertainment, a com­
pany headed by Robertson and his 
son, Tim. Robertson also bought into 
a vitamin and cosmetics company that 
was created by CBN. 

As Robertson approaches retire­
ment, these business ventures take on 
more urgency. They are expected to 
fund CBN after he is gone. 

The need for other businesses be­
came most evident in 1988. Why? 
Because of Robertson's unsuccessful 
bid for president. 

In running for the Republican 
presidential nomination, he left "The 
700 Club," the ministry's flagship 
television show. Donations plummet­
ed 36 percent, according to CBN's fi­
nancial data. 

Hundreds of employees were laid 
off. If it weren't for the revenues pro­
duced by the for-profit Family Chan­
nel, the damage would have been sig­
nificantly worse. 

"It was an eye-opener of how de­
pendent we are on Pat and the money 
he raises for the ongoing ministry," 
said Harold Bredesen, a CBN board 
member who has been with Robert­
son since the beginning. "We realized 
our need for alternate sources of fund­
ing." 

Alabama pastor walks fine line on racial war 
By Mark Baggett 
Alabama Baptist 

WEDOWEE, Ala. (BP)- When 
Pastor John Duncan aITived at First 
Baptist Church of Wedowee, Ala., the 
morning of Aug. 6, hours after a fire 
had destroyed Randolph County High 
School, a Channel 2 helicopter from 
Birmingham sat in the church park­
ing lot. 

It was just the beginning of anoth­
er media siege of the town of 800 peo­
ple near the Alabama-Georgia line. 
Later, at least a half-dozen media vans 
with 12-foot antennas would set up in 
town, covering the volatile racial con­
troversy that erupted in the high 
school fire-the cause of which is still 
being investigated. 

Since April, when high school 
Principal Hulond Humphries alleged­
ly threatened to cancel the school 
prom because of interracial dating, 
state and federal governments and the 
. news media have descended on 
Wedowee. Local residents have 
found themselves pictured in the At­
lanta Constitution and New York 
Times . 

For Duncan, the saturation of cov­
erage grew old fast. He eventually 
had to tell the news crew from Atlan­
ta to move its chopper. 

The church reflects the diversity of 
the white community. Many mem­
bers are close friends of Humphries, 
who was reassigned to an administra­
tive post in the school system, and are 
passionately angry about the way he 
was treated. 

Many also hope optimistically for 
• a lessening of racial conflict, which 

had grown violent in the weeks before 
Humphries made his remarks about 
the school prom. 

Duncan is something of an outsid­
er thrust onto a hot seat. The former 
director of missions in Alabama's 
Shelby Baptist Association, he lives 
in Columbiana but has been pastor in 
Wedowee 30 months, staying in the 
local pastorium for five to six nights a 
week. 

Duncan serves a kind of "perma­
nent interim," as the church wanted 
him to take them through a building 
program. 

"What I do as pastor is to walk a 
straight line down the middle," he 

says. "I haven't backed away from it, 
but I haven't backed any factions: As 
Christians, we claim to love God and 
hate evil, and I've tried to point out 
that our role is that of peacemaker." 

To encourage peace, he and a lo­
cal black pastor, Robert Heflin of 
Antioch Baptist Church, organized a 
local ministerial alliance. The group 
of26 pastors- which is evenly divid­
ed, white and black, and includes 
ministers from all denominations­
promoted a "Community Healing 
Prayer Service" in the high school's 
parking lot on Sunday, Aug. 21. 
About 200 people, mostly whites, at­
tended the prayer service Sunday 
morning. 

"I never intended to get involved 
in something like this," Duncan says, 
"but someone has to. We have to get 
this community together to solve its 
own problems. We can't do anything 
about the fire now. This community 
is fragmented. We' ve got to come to­
gether and learn to live together. 

"My hope is that the ministers can 
come together on a regular basis, get 
communication started and influence 
our congregations to start healing." 

Coalition pushes to . defend Religious Freed om Act 
WASHINGTON (ABP)-Sixty­

six religious and civil-liberties groups 
that worked together to pass a federal 
law protecting religious liberty now 
are asking courts to uphold the law' s 
constitutionality. 

The Religious Freedom Restora­
tion Act, the law approved in 1993 by 
a unanimous vote in the House of 
Representatives and a 97-3 vote in the 
Senate, restored a high level of pro­
tection for religious practice. 

The Coalition for the Free Exer-

cise of Religion worked more than 
three years to enact RFRA after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1990 
that government need not justify laws 
that incidentally hurt religion. The 
measure, signed into law by President 
Clinton Nov. 16, 1993, restored the 
requirement that government must 
show a compelling reason before it 
can restrict religious practice. 

The broad-based coalition repre­
sents Christians, Jews, Muslims, Na­
tive Americans and Sikhs and reflects 

a wide range of views. 
Congress' authority to enact the 

law has been challenged by New 
York officials defending lawsuits 
filed by prisoners who allege viola­
tions of their religious rights. 

But the coalition is filing friend-of­
the-court briefs in ·six New York dis­
putes. While taking no position on the 
specific claims of the prisoners, the 
coalition insists Congress legitimate­
ly approved the religious-liberty mea- . 
sure. 

l 
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WORLD 
Rwandan medical mission moves physician to tears 
By Bob Carey 
SBC Brotherhood Commission 

GOMA, Zaire (BP)-Jim Malone 
quietly cried as he worked his way 
down the rough pile of rocks that 
make up Magunga Camp, carrying a 
three-month-old infant dying of chol­
era. 

It was a difficult first day of his 16-
day volunteer relief trip to the Rwan­
dan refugee camps sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Convention's For­
eign Mission Board and Brotherhood 
Commission. · 

"I really thought he was going to 
die in my arms," Malone said about 
the young infant. "I was frustrated 
that I couldn't have intervened soon­
er. He was severely malnourished and 
looked like a preemie, not a three­
month-old. That' s the frustrating part. 
If we had only reached him sooner. 

"I've seen many people die before, 
but there's nothing like seeing a child 
die who's an innocent victim. 

''The conditions here are more in­
credible than I could ever imagine," 
Malone said. "There are people ev­
erywhere. As we drove in, I couldn' t 
bel'ieve it. The television news just 
didn't show the expanse of the camp." 

Magunga Camp is one of four in 
the area surrounding Goma. The 
United Nations estimates there are 
close to 800,000 refugees in the Ma­
gunga Camp and close to 2 million 
throughoJt the Goma area. The area 
is covered by a mix of smoke, dust 
and volcanic ash, making breathing 
difficult at times. 

Malone, a physician from Fort 

Worth, Texas, found the call to come 
was one he couldn't resist. After he 
learned about the Southern Baptist 
relief teams, it was Malone's · sched­
ule and skills that placed him on the 
first 16-person team that would help 
overburdened FMB personnel work­
ing in the camp. 

Each team has two doctors and 
four nurses; the balance is comprised 
of construction workers, maintenance 
workers, cooks and drivers. Six more 
teams are scheduled to arrive in the 
relief camp in the coming weeks. 

"When I saw the needs, I knew my 
skills were needed. I had to be here," 
Malone said. "I kept asking, 'When 
do we leave?' I had to get a leave of 
absence from _the hospital (Texas Os­
teopathic Center in Fort Worth) but 
they were extremely cooperative. The 
other interns and residents were inter­
ested in how I got to go. Some have 
applied to come on a later team." 

It's been an experience volunteers 
and missionaries won't soon forget. 
In Goma it's a normal, everyday oc­
currence for water and electricity to 
shut down, leaving relief workers in 
the dark. Many relief workers sleep in 
tents set up in the yards of residents. 

The roar ~fU.S. Air Force C-141s 
and other lar e transport planes deliv­
ering food a d medical supplies for 
the refugees qisturbs the night 

Between aircraft, gunfire can be 
heard from the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. _ 

Approximately 9,000 unaccompa­
nied children live in relief camps, ac­
cording to UNICEF. Many of these 
children have been separated from 

their parents during the , exit from 
Rwanda and have suffered from 
shock. 

Tulinabo is one such child. He 
doesn't speak and clings to the nurses 
and volunteers working in the camp. 

"He's in such shock that his facial 
muscles have formed a frown. He's 
coming around, but he needs so much 
love;" said Carmen O'Kelley, a nurse 
from Dayton, Ohio, who serves with 
the FMB' s International Service 
Corps. 

"At times, it seems like I haven't 
done much nursing, loving and play-

ing with them," O'Kelley added. "But 
I know it' s an important part of their 
recovery." 

Love and a break for some play are 
part of a regular routine at the chil­
dren's camp. Whether it's playing 
patty cake, teaching the children En­
glish or just holding them, they all 
seem to respond just like the children 
they really are. 

"Most of the children are doing 
well," Malone said. "They need the 
physical activity and play times. 
They're coming out of shock and just 
need to have some fun." 

Missionary finds eerie scenes on return to Rwanda 
By Bob Carey· 
SBC Brotherhood Commission 

BUTARE, Rwanda(BP)-There­
turn visit to Butare, Rwanda, for sev- -
era!' Southern Baptist missionaries 
brought tears of joy-and of pain. 

After their evacuation in April 
when Rwanda's civil war exploded, 
the missionaries have lived a nomad­
ic life. They have traveled from 
Nairobi, Kenya, where they first 
found sanctuary, to Tanzania and 
Zaire, where they're now assigned to 
work with Rwandan refugees. 

Missionary nurse Katrina Knox, a 
former Kentuckian now assigned to 
Goma, Zaire, heard that a woman 
from Burundi was living in her half 
of a duplex that she shared in Butare 
with missionary Martha Colwell of . 
Athens, Ga. 

That made the six-hour drive from 
Goma to Butare, to assess the situa­
tion and salvage personal belongings, 
almost surreal to Knox. 

"It seems like a regular day driv­
ing home, same road, trees and weath­
er, just not as many people," Knox 
said on the trip. . 

She found differences, however. 
Just a little over four months ago 
members of the Hutus, the ruling tribe 
in Rwanda, went on a killing spree, 

• murdering hundreds of thousands of 
Tutsis, a rival tribe. 

The Tutsis fled to Uganda and 
Burundi. Many sought refuge in 
churches. At the Catholic church in 

Kigali , the capital of Rwanda, the 
Hutus hacked more than 2,000 Tutsis 
to death. 

The Tutsi army, known as the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front, or RPF, 
launched an attack to retake control 
of Rwanda. About a month ago they 
were successful in taking all but a 
small portion of the country that the 
French army has held as a safe zone. 
With the Tutsis taking control, Hutus 
streamed out of Rwanda, with more 
than 2 million settling around Goma, 
Zaire, a city of I 00,000. 

With RPF checkpoints at towns, 
- the travel time for Knox's return into 

Rwanda was extended. On the out­
skirts of the Rwandan capital of Ki­
gali while waiting at a checkpoint, she 
was greeted by Joseph, the brother of 
a pastor murdered by the Hutus. Jo­
seph had been at school living with 
his brother when he left in September 
1992 to join the RPF in Uganda. 

He asked Knox what she knew of 
his family. He told her he knew of his 
brother's death but lacked word or his 
sister-in-law or nephews and nieces. 
Knox explained her sources told her 
they all had been killed, but that she 
-would ask when she arrived in Butare. • 

From Kigali to Butare, the war be­
came much more evident. Approach­
ing the house of another Southern 
Baptist missionary, Stan Lee of 
Greenville, S.C., Knox was surprised 
to find him there with Marti Felts, a 
missionary journeyman from Tyler, 
Texas. They were trying to recover 

what was left of Lee' s possessions. 
An RPF soldier occupied Lee' s 

house. At first he was reluctant to tum 
over the little that had not been ran­
sacked. Lee prevailed and salvaged 
his wife's piano and other items. 

A few kilometers down the road, 
Knox found three buildings totally 
demolished and many homes and 
stores with mortar damage. 

"I used to shop there," Knox said. 
"It' s unreal. This whole town has 
been hit. It was so beautiful." 

Entering Butare, Knox prepared 
for the worst. The week before, she 
had been told there was nothing left 
of her belongings. 

"A friend told me to take anything 
I was able to find that was left as a 
blessing," Knox said. "I have no idea 
what to expect." 

Driving into the compound was 
eerie for Knox. As she parked her 
truck, she saw paper everywhere, 
with cook fires burning just a few feet 
away. In a partially burned pile in the 
backyard were pieces of a Monopoly 
game, her sheet music, recipes and 
letters from families and friends. 

Knox quickly began going 
through the piles, sorting oµt the un­
burned letters. Several children 
helped her save memories of her nine 
years on the field. 

Gathering what letters she could, 
Knox went to Colwell' s side of the 
duplex. She found several of her 
books among Colwell's. ''Things are 
so mixed up, some of my things are 

in Martha' s house and some of hers 
are in mine," Knox said. 

A Rwandan woman staying -in 
Knox's house said she was welcome 
to look anywhere and that she would 
move out when Knox wanted her 
house back. 

On her side of the duplex, Knox's 
mahogany furniture was mostly un­
damaged, but books and pictures had 
been moved from place to place. Go­
ing from room to room she squealed 
with joy every time she found items 
that were special. 

Enteijng the last room, she found 
her library still in bookshelves. "I 
can't believe it. They're here," she 
cried. 

Knox's return to Butare did not go 
unnoticed. Several Tutsi Christians 
arrived, including the sister of Jo­
seph's sister-in-law. 

Sadly she told Knox that Hutus 
had murdered her sister and all but 
one child. She herself had hidden un­
der her bed for almost three months 
to escape death. 

The woman, an evangelist and his 
wife were sharing the storehouse of 
the duplex. They agreed they would 
watch the house . 

With nightfall and the need to re­
turn to Kigali approaching, Knox 
took one last look through the house. 
She opened the pantry door and let 
out a squeal of joy. 

"It's here! My piano is here!" 
Covered by empty sacks and pa­

per was her piano. 

ARMS OF CARE Nurse Elis­
sa Wilkins of Hawkins, Tex­
as, holds Noah up high at a 
UNICEF camp outside 
Gama, Zaire. Wilkins, as­
signed to the Southern 
Baptist aid agency Cooper­
ative Services International, 
worked for two weeks in 
Gama helping provide care 
for children separated from 
their parents during their 
exodus from Rwanda. (BP 
photo by Bob Carey) 

How to help 

A 24-hour Rwanda 
Project information line 
has been established at 
the Brotherhood 
Commission. Call (901) 
278-7839 for the latest. 
information on the relief 
effort. 

To contribute to the 
Rwanda relief efforts, 
write to Southern Baptist 
hunger and relief at 
either the Foreign 
Mission Board, Box 
6767, Richmond, Va. 
23230-6767, or 
Brotherhood 
Commission, 1548 
Poplar, Ave., Memphis, 
Tenn. 38104-2493. 
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CHURCHES 
CHURCH TIPS 

■ Assimilation key for new members. The 
mystique of why some people are attracted 
to a church, why they stay and why they 
leave may be solved in part by knowing the 
role assimilation plays in helping people 
become integrated into the membership of 
a congregation. 

Assimilation begins when the person 
first sees the church facility and continues 
until they become full-fledged, accepted 
members of the church, said Bob Sheffield, 
a consultant with the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board. . 

"It's very difficult to become a full­
fledged member of a Southern Baptist 
church," he declared. "Whether we mean 
to or not, we are freezing some people out. 
For some people, this doesn't matter be­
cause they conclude they aren't sure they 
want to be a part of that. Others would be 
more involved if only they could." 

Assimilation is not automatic, he said. 
"We have to plan for it to happen. The 
church is responsible for new members be­
ing assimilated into the body. The new 
members are not. responsible first; we are 
responsible until we have done all we can 
do, and· the new member has refused. 

"People who reach a new member have 
the primary responsibility to help that per­
son follow through," he continued. 

"What do we say about a mother who 
births a child, wraps it in a blanket and 
leaves it on the hospital steps?" he asked. 
"We say she abandoned it, but we don't 
make the transfer to the same kind of be­
havior at church." 

■ Conflict can be productive. God can use 
conflict in a church for positive results, ac­
cording to Barry Campbell, a consultant in 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School 

Board's Bible teaching-reaching division. 
"Conflict is a fact of life," he said. "It is 

neither bad nor good. What can be bad is 
the way we channel it." 

Stress, confusion, power, change, con­
gregational differences, communication, 
inner needs and fear can be among causes 
of conflict in a church, he said. 

And among the most predictable times 
for conflict are holiday seasons, stewards 
ship campaigns/budget times, addition of 
new staff, changes in leadership style, the 
pastor's vacation, changes in the pastor's 
family, addition of baby boomers to the 
church, completion of a new building fol­
lowed by the need for a new goal and either 
a significant loss or increase in churcb 
membership. 

Conditions that can foster conflict in­
clude unclear roles, conflicting interests, 
unclear communication, unhealthy depen­
dence on a staff person or church member, 
competition among organizations, a need 
for enforced unity or behavioral uniformi; 
ty, unresolved prior conflict or values dif­
ferences. 

Whatever the.conditions, times or caus­
es, Campbell said conflict management 
should be the goal of a church attempting 
to find a positive outcome to disagree­
ments. 

He recommended establishing goals of 
making a clear decision, increasing toler­
ance. for differences and reducing aggres­
sion, passive behavior and manipulative 
behavior. 

Properly managed conflict can excite 
people to action, bond a group, define is­
sues, diminish more serious conflict, help 
make the clearest decisions, make possible 

• new information, allow proper confronta­
tion and bring proper closure to disagree-
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ment, he said. 

■ look for special needs. Individuals with 
special intellectual and social needs live in 
almost every community in the United 
States, representing an opportunity for 
Southern Baptists to reach out to them and 
their families, according _ to Dennis Daw­
son, director of church development for 
Sedgewick Baptist Association in Wichita, 
Kan. 

People with special needs can be pre­
sented the gospel message, he said. "They 
have souls, too." 

Yet, he said, some Southern Baptist 
churches have been reluctant to reach out 
to the average 3 percent of people in their 
communities who are classified as special 
needs people. Dawson said more than 7 
million people nationally have special 
needs, many of whom are not receiving 
ministry. 

"Add to those immediate family mem­
bers, and there is the potential to reach ap­
proximately 28 million people we come in 
contact with everywhere," Dawson ob­
served. 

■ Evangelism needs many touches. A . 
"one-touch" approach to evangelism keeps 
Southern Baptists from leading more peo­
ple to Christ, according to Darrell Robin­
son, the Home Mission Board' s vice presi­
dent for evangelism. 

"We are afflicted with a style of evan­
gelism that results in few converts. Not of­
ten do people accept Christ on our first vis­
it. We must keep touching them, keep satu­
rating them," Robinson said. 

Churches constantly must use multiple 
approaches to sharing Christ, including me­
dia promotions, phone campaigns, door-to-

door surveys and revivals, he advised. 
Southern Baptists' evangelism efforts 

also are hindered by too many Christians 
"living in perpetual disobedience" to 
Christ' s command to witness, Robinson 
added. • 

Rather than a mandatory duty motivat­
ed by guilt, witnessing should be the natu­
ral overflow of Christ dwelling within 
Christians, he said. 

■ Quality will regain absentees. Interest­
ed in reclaiming those chronic absentees in 
your Sunday school class? 
According to Ed Hinkson, the place to start 
is examining the quality of Bible study 
you're offering. 

"I am persuaded that you can lose more 
people through poor Bible teaching than 
you can ever gain through aggressive out­
reach," said Hinkson, associate director for 
adult work for the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 

An important key to quality Bible study, 
Hinkson said, is properly trained Sunday 
school teachers. 

"Sometimes we ask people to teach and 
then we abandon them and they are stuck 
with it till Jesus comes .... They need to 
know what's expected of them and how to . 

• accomplish it," he said. 
In addition to poor Bible teaching, Hink­

son listed seven other possible causes of 
chronic absenteeism: a lack of organiza­
tion, little or no fellowship, a poor physical 
environment, conflict or cliques within the 
class, unreal expectations of class mem­
bers, a lack of assimilation and involve­
ment of members, and a lack of spiritual 
growth on the part of the teacher and/or 
members. 
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CHURCHES 
Confession overflows at 'Fresh Encounter' launch 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-The final day of 
last week's "Fresh Encounter" launch 
at Highview Baptist Church in Louis­
ville became a demonstration of the 
confession urged by the "Fresh En­
counter" series. 

After a message by A very Willis, 
vice president of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, dozens of 
participants came to the altar or turned 
to their friends to confess sin and ask 
for forgiveness. 

Eight people went to the micro­
phone to tell of anger against friends, 
mates or their church. A church sec­
retary told of sharing confidential sto­
ries that she shouldn't have; a pastor 
confessed claiming tax deductions for 
mileage that was personal travel. 

"If we can't trust each other in the 
body of Christ, how can the world 
trust us?" asked the pastor, as several 

. members . of his congregation 
watched. "This may not seem like 
much, but it's a breaking of integrity. 
If I can't be honest with God, I can't 
be honest with my people." 

One woman related that she had an 
unforgiving spirit, coveted money 
and, breaking into tears, told how she 
didn't even like her unsaved husband. 

Another woman, who is divorced, 
shared how she got angry because 
church members didn't help with her 
children on Sunday morning. "I get 
angry and resentful," she said. "I'm • 
so sorry for judging you, for being 
angry." 

A man in his 70s who was saved 
eight years ago said he often won­
dered how God could forgive all he 
had done during his lifetime. As a re­
sult, he hadn't forgiven himself, he 
said. 

Even Willis told how God led him 
to confess to the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee 
when he worked at the Baptist Sun­
day School Board. His son had given 
him a copy of a computer program, a 
violation of copyright laws. 

Not only did he have to tell them, 
he had to purchase the program to 
"make. it right," he said. Sometimes 
people will have to take steps to cor­
rect wrongs after they have asked for­
giveness, he added. 

Sponsored by the SBC Home Mis­
sion Board and Sunday School 
Board, the three-day meeting was de­
signed to introduce material from the 
six-part "Fresh Encoun.ter" disciple­
ship series. Written by Henry Blacka­
by and Claude King, the series pro­
motes corporate repentance and re-

Plan now to attend the ... 

Fourth Annual 
Cooperative Ministries 
Worship/Evangelism Clinic 

- October 3-4, 1994 
Jenny Wiley State P~rk Conference Center 

Prestonsburg, Kentucky 
Lodging at Holiday Inn, Prestonsburg 
For reservations call (800) 465-4329 

Bill Jaggers 
Director 

Thunnond Coleman 
Chairman 

Baptist Joint 
Advisory Board 

Lincoln Bingham 
Cooperative Ministries 

Consultant Office for Evangelism 

·-

Ralph West 
Guest Speaker 

Rick Ousley 
Guest Speaker 

turning to God as precursors to na­
tional revival. It is designed to be for 
large groups what the popular "Expe­
riencing God" study is for individuals 
and small-groups. 

"The purpose of this conference 
was to train members to do Fresh En­
counter in their own churches," said 
Bill Hancock, pastor of Highview 
Baptist Church. "The section on con­
fession and how to lead people in that 
was what we experienced this morn­
·ing." 

"I came to realize that God gives 
us a precious love for him and that we 
can't get too close to him," said Lou­
isville resident Gayle Howell, one of 
those visibly moved by Willis' talk. 
"I found out I was worthy. It let me 
know that Jesus picked me for the 
position I'm in and called me to it." 

Blackaby, prayer leader for both 
the HMB and FMB, was the featured 
speaker for the conference, which at­
tracted 448 registrants from nine 
states. 

"I see this quite often," Blackaby 
said of the emotional Wednesday 
meeting. "Many are not used to this, 
but this is what used to be in our na­
tion and churches. It was normal for 
people to openly acknowledge their 
sin and for the body to bring healing, 
wholeness and forgiveness." 
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Sessions of Prayer 
for 

Here's Hope '95. 
Share Jesus Now. 

for 

All Kentucky Baptists 
at 

Severns Valley Baptist Church 
401 West Poplar Street 

Elizabethtown 

Monday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. (EDT) 

Tuesday,_ Septembe; 20, {oo p.m. (~T) 

Prayer Leader: T.W. Hunt This call to prayer for 

Baptist Sunday Scliool Board 
• Nashvilli 
Author of "Doctrine of Prayer" 

Kentucky Baptists will off er: 
• A time of devotional 

music and worship 
• A brief message on 

prayer by T.W. Hunt 
• A session of prayer for 

Here's Hope '95. 
Share Jesus Now. 

Sponsored by the Office 
for Evangelism, KBC 
Bill Jaggers, Director 

Phone (502) 245-4101 
I 

I 

I 
I 

'r\/ 

I 
WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 6, 1994 . 11 

~ ' ... ' • ..... •. •: ., ' 



How to 
participate 

in partnership 
missions 

Numerous opportunities 
exist for participation in 

the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's partnership 

with Russian Baptists. 
Clergy and lay leaders 

alike are needed for 
projects.in construction, 

evangelism, education 
and ministry. 

Churches, church 
groups, individuals and 
families also are sought 

to sponsor the cost of 
building new churches in 

Russia and to fund 
Russian home 
missionaries. 

For information about 
.. __ any of these 

opportunities, call the 
KBC partnership 

missions office at (502) 
244-6462 or write to 

Partnership Missions, 
Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43433, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253. 

MISSIONS 
KBC president fills Barnabas role in Russia partnership 
Continued from page 1 
would be a good investment in their 
communities by helping their people 
and making the towns and cities better 
places to live," Browning recounted. 

"We told them these Russian Bap­
tist leaders are not alone in their re­
quests-that Kentucky Baptists in 
America also are interested and willing 
to help, to see that churches are built . 
and the work progresses." 

With an American in tow, Brown­
ing's Russian Baptist hosts got a hear­
ing from city fathers in various parts of 
the region. 

"They listened and said they would 
take our request into consideration," lie 
said. "I did not promise anybody any­
thing,, because the Russians have had a 
problem with broken promises of aid 
and support. I was careful not to prom­
ise what I could not deliver, but I tried 
to encourage them." 

In addition to meeting with city of­
ficials, Browning and Urcheesin visit­
ed with pastors in outlying areas. "I 
tried to encourage them and say I real­
ized their jobs have been difficult," he 
noted. 'There's a lot of misunderstand­
ing ( among Russians) about who Bap­
tists are and wharthey're about, but 
their work is so important." 

They also visited in the homes of 
Baptist laypeople, getting a rare op­
portunity to eat and fellowship with 
them. • -

"I went to learn Russian Baptist 
. ~story, discuss their needs, listen to . 
' ~eir frustrations, enc·ourage thein in ; 
their work and pray with them for • 
God's leadership in their . lives," 

Browning said, noting the times of per­
sonal discussion with the Baptists was 
most enlightening. . 

"I found the people as a whole to be 
strong, proud, resilient, at times hospi­
table, but also confused, worried and at 
times angry," he reported. 

''Their anger is borne out of con­
fusion," he explained. "Grassroots peo­
ple seem to be angry because there are 
many adverse things occurring in their 

. lives over which they seem to have no 
control-skyrocketing inflation, as 
well as social and political changes." 

In addition, Browning preached to 
three congregations, including Central 
Baptist Church in Moscow. 

"It was a humbling experience to 
stand in that pulpit, realizing Central 
Baptist was the only non-Russian Or­
thodox church the communists allowed 
to open in Moscow," he said. "The 

church is steeped in tradition, and it is a 
significant part of the religious heritage 
of Moscow." 

From his travels and conversations 
with Russian people, Browning cites 
three important lessons he learned: 

I "A government built upon peo­
ple will crumble and fall. A govern­
ment built upon man's thoughts, ideals 
and ideas will not last," he said. "If a 
society and nation are to survive and 
prosper, they must be built upon faith 
in God and obedience to his word. 

'This means our leaders and all cit­
izens must do two things: Read, study 
and follow the word of God. And pray 
for God's wisdom, guidance and help." 

I "It is impossible to destroy the 
kingdom of God or crush the Spirit of 

" the Lord," he added. "If anybody tried, 
Lenin and Stalin did, yet during 74 
years of communism, the Baptist 
church and Christianity in general 
grew." 

I "People need the Lord," Brown­
ing insisted. "They do not-necessarily 
need religion; they need a personal re­
lationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
• "From what Baptist leaders told me, 

the people of Russia are an empty peo­
ple whq need to be filled with the Spirit 
of the Lord." • 
-, l11 addition to the ~rownings, par-· 
ticipants on the trip were Betty and Ors­
en Arvin of Mount Vernon, Pam Bak­

HOLY MOMENT The choir of Central Baptist Church in Mos,cow,sings from the back of er of Lexington, Janie and Jerry Bur­
the balcony duri~g-a Sundav wqrship s.ervice of the historic· congregation. A Kentucky ·gess of Whitley City, Cathy and Walt 
medical mission~· teyaff[:PcirJicip~png in

1 
the Russia-Kentucky Baptist-partnership wor- Green of Louisville, Sara Scheurich of 
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It's Round-Up-Ti-me! 
September is 
Food Round-Up 
n1onth for the 
boys and 
girls of 
Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for 
Children. Your 
gifts of canned 
goods and other 
non-perishable 
food items can help 
supply our campuses 
for the coming year! 

~,,~ Celebrat!!,Ig 

........ 125 
KalC:Years oflove 
KENTUCKY ■APTl■T HOIIU FOIi CHILDIIEN 

1-800-456-1386 

Suggested Items 
Canned fruit, egg noodles, sugar 
(white, brown, & powdered), flour, 
cake & brownie mixes, spaghetti 
sauce, barbecue sauce, salad dress­
ings, ketchup, salsa (mild), Heinz 
57 sauce, mayonnaise, pasta (spa­
ghetti especially), foil, wax paper, 
plastic wrap, vinegar, pickles & rel­
ish, fruit juice (grape, apple), lemon 
juice, sloppy joe sauce, canned soup 
(cream of mushroom & cream of 
celery), pancake syrup . . 

Planning for the future . _ , 
By Charles W. Cox Jr., president 
Baptist Healthcare Foundation • 

In the fall of 1993, Baptist 
Healthcare: Foundation's board of 
directors voted unanimously to be­
gin a comprehensive strategic plan­
ning process for the foundation. 

Doyle Baker, an active member 
of Lexington's Calvary Baptist 

t . ·: 
alt When approved, the statements 
will serve as a compass and guide 
for the foundation in the years 
ahead. 

Kentucky Baptists have reason 
to be proud of and thankful for the 
tireless efforts and in~piring dedi­
cation of this excellent committee. 

The committee's efforts will 
have a lasting impact on BHF as it 

Church, serves as chair 
of this important group. 
Sixteen other dedicated 
Christian leaders from 
throughout Kentucky 
agreed to be committee 

BAPTIST . 
HEALTHCARE 
FOUNDATION 

strives to be an even 
more effective ministry 
for the patients and fam­
ilies served by Baptist 
Healthcare System. 

members. 
Meeting regularly 

since -last September, 
• the committee was re­

sponsible for conduct­
ing a statewide survey 
among Kentucky Bap­
tists and other BHF 
friends. Additionally, 
committee members 
made site visits to other founda­
tions as far away as Texas, inter­
viewed a number of foundation ad­
ministrators, studied other founda­
tion models and prayerfully consid­
ered ways to strengthen BHF' s 
Christ-centered outreach. 

. One of the committee ' s most 
important tasks was to draft mis­
sion and vision statements for BHF. 
In a few weeks, these statements 
will be presented to BHF' s board 
of directors for review and approv-

~,JIii 

Increasing awareness of the importance of 
Christian financial planning is an important 
part of Baptist Healthcare Foundation's 
proposed strategic plan. BHF's Robin Old­
ham and Chuck Cox are.shown reviewing 
financial planning material. 

Any questions or comments con­
cerning th°is article, Baptist Healthcare 
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda­
tion should be directed to Charles W. . 
Cox Jr. , president of Baptist Health­
care Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way, 
Louisville, Ky. 40207 (502) 896-5003. 
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MISSIONS 
VBS disaster turns into unexpected miracle 

DALLAS, S.D. (BP)-In some 
places, it might be enough to cross off 
vacation Bible school. 

The pastor resigns. 
A youth missions group from an­

other state cancels out. 
A much-needed van breaks down 

the day before VBS doors open. 
But not at First Baptist Chdrch in 

Dallas, S.D. • 
The South Dakotans persevered 

via prayer and "James 1:2-3 as our 
motto," says Sue Robbins, the 
church's VBS leader. The Scripture 
passage states, "My brethren, count it 

all joy when ye fall into divers temp­
tations; Knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience." 

With each crisis, a church prayer 
chain moved into action-"and the 
Lord answered," sometimes with a 
needed volunteer, sometimes with lo­
gistics falling into place, Robbins 
says. 

The first day of VBS, "I checked 
with everyone at the end of the day as 
to how things were going," Robbins 
recounts. "Sandy Krueger, our fifth­
and sixth-grade teacher, beamed: 
Two children had accepted Christ as 

·Celebrate! 
1 gDth Anniven.ary 
§eptember30,0ctober1,~ 

Fin.t Bapti!it Church 
106 East Walnut !itreet 
Leitchfield, KY 4i!754 

All former members and friends of the church are invited to attend 
Please call (502) 259-4076 or write for a program of events 

bk • 
. [Atn 

I 
Dec. 28-30, 1994 

Grand Resort Hotel & Convention Center 
Pigeon Forge, TN 

Smoky Mountain Teen 

Celebration is a two 

night, three day Christia'n 

youth conference spon-

sored by Mountain Top 

Conferences, a min~stry 

of the Phil Waldre 

Evangelistic Association. 

Call for reservation packe 
1·800•374-1550 or 1-205-355•155 

Smoky Mow,tain 
Teen Celebration 
Mountain Top Conferences 
P.O. Box 148 

CONFERENCES Tl'inity, AL 35673-0 148 

) . ' 

their Savior. Praise the Lord!" 
The next day, "Rhonda Graham, 

our third- and fourth-grade teacher, 
reported five chi'ldren had accepted 
Cfuist as their Savior. Alleluia!" Rob­
bins exclaims. 

The next day, five more children 
professed faith in Jesus Christ. 

The last day as the invitation was 
given, "one child came forward, then 
another, and then another," Robbins 
says. ''They started to get up from all 
over the church. The teachers were 
crying, as I am doing. When all the 
children had been counseled, we had 
45 lives that had been given to Christ 
that week." 

--..._ 

\ 

. \ \ (- ) 
The South Dakota church learned 

that week "what God can do if we do . 
our part," Robbins notes. 
-•••••=--e1r,1~ 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER HEATERS 

STEEPLES 
CROSSES-LIGHTS ! . 

:•.-

4 
'J'1f-1f-RAN GH lLDRE~&., PASTOR. 
CfGlL HORN ... AlJ011\ER V\C.-11~ 
Ck Ai-I \RR£-\JttzSA5L£ CASE OF 

, ''ARl-11-FDPPCTlT\5.'' Buy Directly from Manufacturer 
Box 518 Oran.9.e, TX 77630 

•1••am:11:aamu •ll 

come 
Join 
The 

' 

t=un! 
Saturday, Sept. 17 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 
125 years of caring for children and you're invited to 
the birthday party! The Glen Dale celebration will 

embrace an "old country fair" theme with buckboard 
rides, farm life exhibits, a petting zoo, a midway of 

games for all ages, and live entertainment. There'll be 
plenty of food and fun· for the entire family! 

Glen Dale Children's Home 
11 01d Country Fair11 

Glendale, Kentucky 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

For more information, call 
1-800-456-1386 

I Yes. we're coming! 

~ c12S 
Kmc Years of Love 
l(UfTUCl(T &IPftaT !fOIIU POii CtULMIIN 

Name: _________________ _ 
Church: _______________ _ 
Address: ________________ _ 

Association: _ _____________ -'--_ 

I 
I 
I,. 

I 
I 

I Number Attending: ____ _____ ~_ I 
I Return to: Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children I 

10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, KY 40243 I 
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PEOPLE' 
1rr.a11W11■,1r1111ar• 

KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 
Companionship or 

friendship is the most 
common source of 

satisfaction in marriage 
cited by married couples. 

Thirty-five percent of 
those responding to a 

national survey cited 
this. Financial struggles 

and hardships were 
most often cited (17 

percent) as the source of 
frustration in marriage. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BENfON- Fred Richardson re­
signed as part-time associate pastor 
and youth director at Briensburg 
Church. He will be available for in­
terim and pulpit supply after Oct. 1. 
Call (502) 362-8680. 
■ LEXINGTON- Russell Cave 
Road Church called Rick Monk as 
pastor, beginning Sept. 11. He previ­
ously was a home missionary in 
North Berwick, Maine. 
■ LOUISVJLLE- BilI Hoff Jr. has 
completed 10 years as minister of 
media at Walnut Street Church. 

■ SOMERSET- Mark Johnston 
resigned as minister of youth at First 
Church, and.Larry Earhart resigned 
as minister of music. The church has 
called Jim Fields as minister of edu­
cation. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
-■ Steven and Catherine Blan­

chard, missionaries to Korea, are in 
the States at 'i 102. Sq; Lancelot Lane, 
Louisville, Ky. 40222. 

Source: George Barna in 
"The Future of the 
American Family." South Jefferson Church will cele-. 

. ■ Jim and Ja~et Dillard, missionar­
ies to Kenya, are in the States at 1521 
Maple Ave., Owensboro; Ky. 42301. 
She is from Owensboro. . brate its 71st homecoming rally Sept. 

11 . Ken Card of Maxie, Va., will be 
ther morning speaker. Eddie Antho­
ny, former minister of music, will 
lead the singing. A musical program 
will be at 2 p.m. 

■ Alvin and Edna Lindholm, Bap­
tist representatives to Yemen, are in 
the States at 113 N. Main St., Lawren­
ceburg, Ky. 40342. She is from 
Cadiz. 

Davis Memorial Church will have 
a building dedication and open house 
Sept. 11 at 3 p.m. David Dockery, 
vice president for academic adminis­
tration and school of theology dean at 
Southern Seminary, will deliver the 
dedicatory address. Call the church at 
(502) 491-6083 for more information. 
■ RICHMOND- Paul F_rick re­
signed as pastor of Rosedale Church 
to become pastor at First Church of 
Lakeview in Rossville, Ga. 

■ Ken and Beth Perkins, mission­
aries in East Africa, are on the field at 
P.O. Box 39973; Nairobi, Kenya. He 
is from Owenton; she is from Louis­
ville. 
■ Randy and Betty Rains, ·mission­
aries to Southern Asia, are on the field 
at 5 Kenanga Ave., Singl;lpore 1334. 
He is associate to the board's area di­
rector for the Southern Asia and Pa­
cific area. He considers Mayfield is 
hometown. 
■ Jeffrey and Susan Vann,Baptist 
representatives to Jordan, are on the 
field at P.O. Box 28, Irbid, Jordan. He 
considers Hickory his hometown; she 
considers Sacramento her hometown. 

■ SANDERS- Russell Brock re­
signed as pastor of Jordan Church 
Aug. 28, to become a missionary at 
Atlanta Urban Missionary Project in 
Atlanta. 

Planting for time and eternity 
"Look unto the fields for they are white al­

ready unto harvest" (Johri 4:35). Late summer is 
upon us at the Oneida Baptist Institute farm and 
these words never were more true. Our most im­
portant crop is boys. 

For many of these boys who have never seen a 
farm of any kind, this small farm in the moun­
tains may seem to be a hopeless, useless situa­
tion. However, doubt and discouragement soon 
turn to wonder as the boys grow into young men. 
Through vocational agricultural classes and the 
basic principles of planting, harvesting 
and animal husbandry, they begin to 
realize God's power. 

Some of the boys who come to us 
have experienced troubles that have 
disrupted their lives. At the OBI farm, 
the opportunity to work both physical­
ly and mentally soon gives way to a 
feeling of accomplishment and pro­
vides an outlet for many of their frus­
trations. 
. In the Oneida-style work program, 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

growing/finishing building. Volunteers have just 
finished framing and roofing, and we hope to 
have help with the wiring and plumbing. 

With this new facility we will be able to pro­
duce approximately 1,600 head per year. We have 
the potential to consume 300-400 head per year 
here at the school. These will be grown and fin­
ished in the building just started. The balance of 
production will be sold as feeder pigs. 

With 10,000 bushels of grain in storage and 
two 400-ton silos, our feeding program will be 

complete after the mix mill feed pro­
cessing structure and the bucket eleva­
tor are erected and completed. Much 
of the feed handling and processing 
equipment, as well as equipment for 
the new buildings, has been donated. 

Our farm also keeps 50-100 head 
of feeder cattle on hand at all times to 
ensure the OBI kitchen a plentiful sup­
ply of high-quality beef. If we have 
more cattle than we need, they are sold 
at local markets. 

students are required to work one to W.F. Underwood 
one and a half hours per day and four 

We have six to eight acres of pota­
toes, plus gardens, greenhouses, 
sweetcorn, 100 acres of field corn for 

grain and silage, 50 acres of wheat double­
cropped with corn, along with hay and pasture. 

hours on Saturdays. Many of the farm 
crew work hundreds of extra hours each year on a 
volunteer basis. As the seasons change, the type 
of work changes. 

Besides the regular farm jobs of planting, cul­
tivating, harvesting and feeding, many hours have 
been spent the past year on the new swine com­
plex. The students have had a part in all phases of · 
construction- from digging the foundation to 
putting on the roof. With the help of several 
groups of volunteers and our regular farm work­
ers, the breeding/gestation building is finished, 
the farrowing/nursery building is 90 percent com­
pkte (we already have newborn pigs), and the 
concrete- pits, floors and walls are finished on the 

Vocational agriculture students also help do 
maintenance on farm buildings and machinery. 

By the grace of God, and with the help of faith­
ful staff and concerned volunteers- whose help 
is always needed and appreciated- and with the 
continuing prayers of many faithful supporters, 
the Oneida farm will continue to turn boys into 
young men with high ideals and Christian char­
acter. Can you think of a better crop to grow? 

Written by Jack Tillman, farm manager 
W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 

Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
AVAILABLE: Full- or part-time 

sales positions with Christian radio 
stations. Experience not necessary. 
Central and northern Kentucky areas 
immediately available. Send resume 
to Hammond Broadcasting, Inc., 
13297 Green Rd., Walton, KY 41094. 

NEEDED: Minister of music and 
youth, part-time position. Send re­
sume to MusicN outh Committee, Is­
land Baptist Church, P.O. Box 279, 
Island, KY 42350. • 

FOR SALE: Conn church organ, 
Call Mrs. Leonard Johnson (502) 
484-2588. 

AVAILABLE: Ordained South­
ern Baptist minister George M. Bry­
ant is available for revivals, evange­
listic meetings and youth ministries. 
For information call the following 
number and leave a message: (606) 
272-7156, or write to: 390 Notting­
ham Rd. Lexington, KY 40517. 

TOUR: Come join Pastor Ray 
Werline on the trip of your life to the 
Holy Land Nov. 1-10, 1994. $1,599 
from Nashville or Memphis. Space is 
limited so call today, (800) 995-0143. 

POSITION: Minister of music 
and youth- full -time combination 
position. Must be dynamic worship 
leader experienced in leading and 
planning organized programs. This is 
not a student-level position. Growing 
suburban church in high-growth com­
munity; moving toward blended ser­
vices. Established team of adult vol­
unteers in youth. Remit: FBC-MMY, 
P.O. Box 133, Sellersburg, IN 47172; 
FAX: (812) 246-6093. 

WANTED: Part-time youth min­
ister, 20-25 hours per week; experi­
ence and/or training desired. Please 
send resume to: Hartford Baptist 
Church, 415 Liberty St., Hartford, 
KY 42347. 

AVAILABLE: Energetic or­
dained Baptist minister seeks church 
to pastor. 525 Timothy Tri., Camp­
bellsville, KY 42718. Phone (502) 
789-3412. • 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister to work with junior and senior 
highs. Very active youth group. If in­
terested, send resume to West Side 
United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
9983, Bowling Green, KY 42102, or 
call (502) 843-8430. 

NEEDED: Minister of music/ 
children & youth. Full time positfon. 
Send resume to Personnel Commit­
tee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
239, LaCenter, KY 42056. 

JOBS: Small manufacturing firm 
needs assembly line workers; must be 
fast with hands. Good pay and bene­
fits package. Apply in person only. 
823 South 15th St. Louisville, KY 
40210. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor/min­
ister of Campton Baptist Church, 
Campton, Ky. Send resume to Search 
Committee, c/o Campton Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 190, Campton; KY 
41301. Phone: (606) 668-6976. 

RETREATS: Bud' s Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-. 
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

Welcome, new students! 
Forty new students helped 

launch our 68th year of training 
God-called servants. They are a 
transfusion of enthusiasm and 
promise. 

As expected, Kentucky sent the 
most students, followed by Tennes­
see and Ohio. Other states repre­
sented include Alabama, Alaska, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Indi­
ana, Maryland, Michigan, Missou­

gree, and half of the group have 
previous college credit. 

The Lord has called these from 
diverse occupations: machinist, 
sales, transportation, military, elec­
trician, press operator, farmer, re­
lief skipper/deckhand, construc­
tion, chemical filtration, factory, 
fabricator, secretary, food service, 
child care worker, welder, bivoca­
tional pastor, coal miner, comput­

er, maintenance and ri, South Dakota, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virgiriia and 
West Virginia. The 
campus gained an inter­
national influence from 
Anya Krivosheeva, a 
native of Semipalintsk, 
Kazahstan, Russia. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

merchandising. 

The average age of 
27 is younger than usual 
because 26 students are • 
in their twenties, _10 ot~- Bi ll Whittaker 
er freshmen are m thelf 

Each incoming stu­
dent is welcomed by up­
perclassmen who con­
tact him before he ar­
rives, help him move 
and get settled in. Fresh­
men enjoy a warm Clear 
Creek welcome at the 
President's Reception, 
get-acquainted meals 
and fellowship di nners 
hosted by three local 

30s and three are in their 
40s. The oldest freshman is 48. One 
student received special admission 
since he was below 21. He was a 
college transfer and will turn 21 in 
his first year. 

Kelly Hall dormitory has full 
housing this year, thanks to 12 sin­
gle men. One of our senior ladies 
commented, "Awesome!" 

Twenty-four married couples 
have 50 children among them-28 
girls and 22 boys. 

Two of the class will work to­
ward a GED before pursuing a de-

churches. • • 
The scriptural emphasis for this 

new year is Ephesians 6: 10-20: In 
our first chapel service we were 
challenged to "Be strong in the 
Lord and put on the whole armor 
of God that we might be able to 
stand against the wiles of the dev­
il." Pray for us that this passage 
would be fulfi lled in the coming 
year. Thanks for standing with us 

• in this vital ministry . 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 

::; 
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Onc~-jailed missionary finds joy o_n---,eturn to _Cuba. 
By IVJary Speidel 
SBCForeign Mission Board 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­
When Ester Valdivieso opened her 
door in Havana, Cuba, she saw a face 
she hadn't seen ii} 25 years. 

The Cuban woman had no trouble 
recognizing the unexpected callers 
outside her home- Margaret Caudill 
Fite, her North American neighbor for 
nearly a decade, and her husband, 
David. • 

The Fites had just returned to Ha­
vana, the Cuban capital, for the first 
time since being deported in 1969. 
They arrived shortly before thousands 
of Cubans fled the country by boat. 

"It was a very emotional experi­
ence, probably in some ways the most 
emotional" of the trip, David Fite said 
in an interview after returning home 
to Fort Worth, Texas., The Fites were 
Southern Baptist missionaries to 
Cuba from 1960-69. She is the daugh­
ter of former missionaries to Cuba, 
the late Herbert Caudill and his wife, 
Marjorie, of Decatur, Ga. 

During their years in Cuba, the 
Fites lived across the street from 
Valdivieso and her late husband. But 
they were more than neighbors. 

When the Cuban government held 
David Fite as a political prisoner for 
nearly four years, the Cuban couple 
were "like family" to Fite's wife and 
three sons. The Fites' youngest son, 
Mark, now an engineer in Atlanta, 
was just a month old when the mis­
sionary was jailed in April 1965. 

Fite, his father-in-law and about 50 
Cuban Baptist leaders were charged 
with "counter-revolutionary activity, 

illegal currency exchange and ideo­
logical diversionism." ' • • 

During Fite' s years in prison, 
Valdivieso's husband "provided a 
male image to Mark," said Fite, now 
direc.tor of continuing educatfon and 
off-campus programs at .Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth. "Mark was almost his 
son." 

The return to their 
old neighborhood was 
the Fites' first stop after 
arriving in Cuba July 
30. In Havana they 
stayed in the same apart­
ment where they spent 
their last night in Cuba 
in 1969. Then it was the 
home of Mrs. Fite's par­
ents, missionaries to 
Cuba for nearly 40 David Fite 
years. 

"Some of the same furniture was 
there, some of the same pictures on 
the wall. .. . We were flooded with 
memories," Fite said. 

Many inore memories were yet to 
come. The couple spent about 10 days 
in Cuba, July 30-Aug. 8, leading con­
ferences on pastoral care and family 
relationships in several churches of 
the Baptist Convention ·of Western 
Cuba. Fite also preached in four Bap­
tist churches, including the Buena 
Vista Baptist Church in Marianao, 
where he was pastor. 

"It was very encouraging to see the 
result of the seeds we had sown 
there," said ,Fite, who also taught in 
the Baptist seminary in Havana while 
a missionary. 

The Fites were "really impressed 

>. • • •• 

with the focus of the church~s on the non-Christians faced that challenge. 
very essence of the gospel- a per- Christians "did it without anxiety, ful­
son' s relationship with the Lord" and ly confident that God would provide," 
its effect on all other r~l'ationships and he said. • 
decisions .. "So many 'people are just While in Cuba, the coup!~ wit­
coming in off 'the streets who have nessed riots which erupted along the 
had no connection with the church Malecon, a seawall lining Havana's 
before. They may never have been in waterfront. The Fites viewed the riots 
a church in all their lives." from across the bay at La Cabana For­

Many new Chris- tress, now a museum that _had been a 
tians were among 175 military prison for decades. It was one 
Cuban Baptists who at- of the prisons where the Cuban gov-

• tended conferences led ernment held Fite. The former mis­
by the Fites. sionaries watched the demonstrations 

"I've spent my life from the porch of what had been the 
looking for that which • courthouse where Fite had been tried 
makes people happy," by a revolutionary tribunal. 
said a Baptist psycholo- While at La Cabana, Fite was able 
gist who attended a con- to peer into the building that housed 
ference. "I've found it the cell where he was jailed. "I want­
now in the church." ed very much to see it from the out-• 

Fite was impressed side. I felt this would bring some clo­
by Cuban Baptists' "ab- sure to that experience. But I don't 

solute reliance upon the Lord," he know if you ever close those things 
said. "Every time we went some- off," said Fite, who claims to harbor 
where, the driver would ask someone no resentment about his imprison­
to lead us in prayer. There was no put- ment. 
on or pious attitude .... It was a basic The trip also helped the Fites put 
awareness that we are completely in into perspective the years they spent 
the hands of the Lord and whatever as missionaries in Cuba. "When we 
happens to us will happen to us." left 25 years ago, we left at a time 

Fite observed the same attitude at when the future of the (Baptist) work 
meals shared with Cubans. "I saw in Cuba hung in the balance. It was a 
them putting on the table all the food very difficult time for the church and 
they had in the house for the meal, not the Christians," he said. 

But Fite saw a marked difference ence. It was a confirmalion tha God's 
between how Cuban Christians and work continues." , 

knowing where food for tomorrow "Going back and seeing the 
was coming from," he said. "We churches packed ... the faithfulness 
knew they later would be out and enthusiasm of the Christians, the 
scrounging like everybody else trying explosion of the gospel and how it's 
to figure out where they would get changing people's lives wa~very, 
food for tomorrow." very thrilling and satisfying yxperi­

Pastors see spiritual awakening amid Cuba's hardship$ 
. l 

By Mary Speidel 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

del Castro to power in 1959, the con­
vention had 60 churches. 

"In 35 years we have doubled our 
HAVANA, Cuba (BP)-Even as churches," Dominguez said, noting it 

Cuban pastors face difficult times, had taken the convention about 60 
they are rejoicing in spiritual awaken- years to establish its first 60 churches. 
ing in their churches, according to two During each of the past two years, 
Baptist pastors. western Cuban Baptists have baptized 

"What's happening in my church • more than 1,000 people and started 
is what's happening in most of the six new churches. They have a goal 
churches in Cuba," said Hermes Soto, of starting 10 new churches in 1994. 
pastor of McCall Baptist Church in Dominguez said the economic sit­
Havana. "There's really an awaken- uation in Cuba has helped the conven­
ing of the churches ... and an open- tion start new churches. Fuel shortag­
ness of the people to the gospel." es and lack of public transportation 

Soto said that openne~s is especial- have affected how far people can trav­
ly apparent among Cuban young peo- el to church. So Baptists have taken 
pie. · "We're seeing many, many the church to the people. 
young people going to the churches Dominguez told of a group of eld­
and showing a true and deep desire to erly Baptists in a small town near 
serve the Lord," he said. Tapaste who normally traveled nine 

Also, growing numbers of Cuban kilometers to attend his church. As 

~-l 

' ; 

\ 
.\ 

\ 

EXCHANGING IDEAS Missionary Mark Smith (left) consults with Cuban Baptist pastor 
Ernesto Alfonso Diaz during a recent visit to Havana, Cuba. Smith is area missionary to 
the Caribbean with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. (BP photo by Mickey 
Searcy) 

Baptist young people are feeling a call . . Cuba faced growing aid cuts from the As economic conditions become African religious influences. 
to full-time ministry and wanting to former Soviet Union, it became im- more difficult. Dominguez ·observes Meanwhile, Cuban Christians like 
go to seminary, -Soto said. practical for these Baptists to travel that "people are opening their hurts Soto and Dominguez are learning 

"It's one of the worst times in that distance for worship services. and their hearts to the Lord." . new lessons about their faith as they 
Cuba right now ... but it's the best Three years ago he began to _lead Soto has seen the same thing in his minister amid the country's difficult 
time for the gospel because the King- worship services in one of their work as a Cuban pastor. "Sometimes economic situation. 
dom of God is growing," added Nilo homes, and a year later they orga- the people really need a.special por- "Every day the Lord opens the 
.Domingu~z, president of the Baptist · nized into a church. The congregation tion of the Holy Spirit . ... Pray that the windows of the heavens and gives us 
Convention of Western Cuba and a now has 30 members. Holy Spirit would be poured out so _ an · we need, our daily bread," 
pastor in Tapaste, Cuba. "I _think our Christianity now is - that we can minister to the confused . Dominguez said. "Now we under-

He said the western convention, better than it · was in the past," people," Soto said. stand the Sermon on the Mount, when 
which relates to Southern Baptists • Dominguez explained. "First, we Cubans also are responding tooth- the Lord talked about daily bread. 
through the Foreign Mission Board, have to depend now more on the er spiritual influences besides Chris- "We are living daily. We don't 

• currently has 120 churches and 100 Lord. Secondly; non-Christian people tianity during this period, Soto added. want to have for a month. We want to 
mi~sion congregations. At the time of are looking for the Lord" because of Among them are spiritism and witch- ·- have for today. Because today is the 

_the ~ul:>an revolutioq thg.t brought Fi- th~ current ~~on_omic s_ri_sis. . craft, long present in Cuba through most important day." 
- • • , ~? ' • , • ., ,=,,, _ _,._,,-, - ~----- •'· ~~ - I·...__._ """ ..... ,.· ,. -- •-

How to help 

■ Refugee kits and 
Bibles. Although • 
thousands of refugees 
fleeing Cuba by boat are 
being picked up at sea 
and detained at 
Guatanamo Bay Naval 
Base, Southern Baptists 
are preparing to meet the 
varied needs of Cuban 
refugees. Needs exist 
among those who made 
it to the United States 
just before a change in 
immigration policy, and 
among those detained at 
Guantanamo and other 
military bases. And 
should U.S. policy 
change again, there will 
be an urgent need for 
ministry to thousands of 
incoming refugees. 
Miami Baptist 
Association is collecting 
refugee kits and Spanish 
Bibles. Each kit should 
include a towel, 
washcloth, deodorant, 
bar of soap, comb, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, 
shampoo and bandages. 
Refugee kits and 
Spanish Bibles should be 
sent to Miami Baptist 
Association, 3520 SW 
97th Ave., Miami, Fla. 
33165. 

■ Refugee 
resettlement. The 
Soothern Baptist refugee 
resettlement office is 
seeking churches to help 
Cuban refugees who 
made it into the United 
States before the recent 
change in U.S. 
immigration policy. 
Many of these Cubans 
have no relatives . 
established in the 
American way of life. 
They need housing, jobs, 
contacts and 
encouragement. For 
information on how to 
sponsor a Cuban 
refugee, contact Bill 
Fulkerson at (404) 898-
7395_ 

_...........,-i,;,.-... _..,,.,_ . .... ~ .. ~ .... ..,,;:;:,,-~ 
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:,,' CLEAR CREEK THANKS VOLUNTEERS. • • 
: . / 

BUILDINGS DEDICATED AUGUST ·! 

HEMLOCK HEIGHTS 
STUDENT APARTMENTS 

A long rarige plan adopted in 1989 committed Clear Creek to the improvement of 
student housing. Hemlock Heights provides 12 one bedroom apartments for • 
couples without children. The site was chosen after logging crews removed large 
trees. Nearly 40,000 feet of hemlock from the campus was used in the construction. 

. )&f >t..: :c7__; iv ·1Mll:?;~·\;;;j~/' 
Hemlock Heights is primarily the work 
of volunteers and student labor. A prison 
work crew from Bell County Forestry 
Camp laid the first three foundations. 
During three summer weeks of 1993, 203 
volunteers with Constructors for Christ, 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia placed three 
duplexes under roof. This summer 
volunteers from seven states completed 

· the interior. 

s/4 

Completion of duplex units was provided 
by Robert and Mavis Thomas, Knox­
ville; Robert and Ruth Milby (trustee), 
London; Brooks Furniture Manufac­
turing Company, Tazewell, Tennessee. 
Single apartments were provided by 
James Lambert, Mt. Vernon, in memory 
his wife Ruth; Alva Richardson, 

Campbellsville, in memory of her husband Harry; The Cralle Foundation, Louis­
ville; The Houchens Foundation and church members pastored by Rev. B. A. 
Houchens, Bowling Green. A gift from the estate of Eva Arnold, Louisville, made 
possible the site development. 

VOLUNTEER WORKERS 
Yellow Creek Baptist Church, Owensboro 
Savannah Baptist Association, Georgia 
. Beulah Baptist Church, Lynchburg, Virginia 
Campers on Mission, Indiana, 

Kentucky, Alabama 
Constructors for Christ, Georgia 

•• (40 churches) 
'Bethel & Logan Association, Kentucky 
Julian Gibson, Florida 
First Baptist Church, Murray 

. Blood River Association, Kentucky 
Rollin Bradshaw, Manchester 
Indian Creek Baptist Church, 

Monroe Assoc. 
Greenup Association, Kentucky 
First Baptist Church, Glencoe, Alabama 
Smith County Association, Mississippi 

ASHER BUILDING 

A long-time need for additional classroom space has become a reality with the 
completion of this renovated facility. Formerly the campus preschool center, the 
Asher Building has two faculty offices, electronic piano laboratory, organ and piano 
pra.ctice rooms, and a large classroom for music, speech, and preaching delivery 
classes. The walls, made from 212 doors donated to the college, are a unique 
interior feature. 

The rehearsaVspeech room was made possible by Tom and Peggy Prather, Louis­
ville, Dan and Ruby Prather, Pigeon Forge, and their mother, Mrs. Sally Prather. 

• Tom is Clear Creek Chairman of Trustees; Peggy was Clear Creek's first music 
teacher. 

The Asher Building is 
. named for Dr. George and 
Harriett Asher, who left 
the college the largest estate 
gift in our history. Interest 
from their endowment 
.supports the library, 
scholarships, and the 
workship program. 

Extensive July rains made it 
impossible to complete the 
exterior grounds. A 
volunteer team of 25 was 
scheduled to complete the 
interior but went to Georgia 
to help with flood relief. 

The building also memorializes Mary Asher Wilson, long-time organist at 
Pineville First Baptist Church. She gave the chapel organ. 

VOLUNTEER WORKERS 
Frank and Martha Robinson, Cleveland, Tennessee 
Northwest Baptist Association, Hernando, Mississippi 
C;unpers on Mission, Indiana, Kentucky, Alabama 
Bardstown Baptist Church 
Clinch Valley Association, Virginia 
Bellview Baptist Church, Laurens, South Carolina 

CLEAR CREEK.BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
300 CLEAR CREEK ROAD • PINEVILLE, KENTUCKY 40977-9754 

(606) 337-3196 . 
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