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FOR THE RECORD 

Fellowship challenged 
Members of the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention's Executive 

Committee last week 
warned state 

conventions about links 
with the Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship and 
sought information 

about services provided 
to the Fellowship by the 

SBC Annuity Board. 
Seepage 2. 

Mohler praised 
Al Mohler's work as 

president of Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary was praised by 
members of the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive 
Committee last week. 

See page 3. 

18th trip 
Second Baptist Church 
in Greenville may have 
set a record with their 

18th summer missions 
trip to Miami. 

See page 3. 

Editorial 
Is the fighting inside the 
American Christian tent 
more ruinous than the 

culture war raging 
outside? See page 5. 

Gregory speaks 
Joel Gregory has written 

a new book about his 
brief tenure as pastor of 

First Baptist Ch,irch of 
Dallas and his reasons 
for abruptly abdicating 
- the pulpit of what he 
calls "America's super 
church." See page 6. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 
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SMILING SECURITY Jim Brown (center), a Baptist volunteer from Florida and on-site coordinator for Baptist Rwandan relief efforts in 
Tanzania, stands guard among a flood of people seeking food. Earlier, young thugs had organized gangs that snatched beans and corn 
from women and the elderly. The arrival of four Florida Baptist men acti@ as security guards has stopped the stealing. The Rwandan 
refugees in Tanzania have identified Baptist volunteers as their friends. (BP photo by Kevin Morley) 

Baptists from U.S. & abroad 
assist Rwandan refugees 

Baptists from the United States 
and abroad continue to offer relief 
ministries to Rwandan refugees set­
tled in camps in neighboring coun­
tries. 

But Baptists in Zaire, Kenya and 
Burundi may be ministering at the 
greatest personal cost. • 

"Baptist churches in Zaire have 
not had services for a month because 
they are full of R wandese refugees 
they are serving," said Paul Mon-

,_ tacute of tht" Baptist World Alliance. 
Montacutl:! returned Sept. 2 from a 
visit to Kenya and refugee camps in 
Zaire. 

"We have given up our churches 
and schools," said Mauke Mathe, le­
gal representative of the Baptist Com­
munity ofKivu, Zaire. "We have giv­
en medicines. No radio or television 

have mentioned this. All the pictures 
showed what the Westerners are do­
ing. Zairians were even shelled, and 
some died from cholera." 

"Churches and homes were flung 
open to take in refugees as Christian 
families took up to 20 people per fam­
ily," said Lyn Lusi, a Zairian school­
teacher. 

"Food and water were shared, and 
rich Zairians cut down their fruit and 
floral trees for the refugees to use as 
firewood," added her husband, Joe 
Lusi, a Zairian doctor. "Before the in­
ternational help arrived, it was the 
chµrches who did most of the work in 
Goma and Bukavu." 

Joe Lusi saw firsthand in Rwanda 
the horror of the war. -

On a recent humanitarian visit to 
□ See Baptist volunteers ... , page 7 

Baptists ready 
to help Jn Haiti 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)­
While the world breathed a §igh 
of reliefafter negotiators averted 
a U.S. invasion of Haiti, South­
ern Ba,ptist4tepped up relief 
plans to ease the pain inflicted on 
Haitians by an economic embar­
go. 

• Owensboro ria.tive David 
Heady, a missionary with Global 
Outreach, said the need for hu­
manitarian work is gr~at. He and 
his wife, Judy, have remained in 
Haiti during the recent conflict. 
Southern Baptist-supported per­
sonnel had evacuated but now 
are making plans to return. 

"Yesterday in our (medical) 
clinics, three-fourths of the ba-. 
bies we examined were in states 
□ See Baptists ready ... , page 7 

Testimony 
of executed 
man lives on 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)- -
Stephen Nethery was executed by le­
thal injection four months ago, but his 
warning to teenagers will live on this 
week through broadcasts on two 
Southern Baptist networks. 

• Nethery's last interview, conduct­
ed in prison the day before his May 
27 execution, sounds a somber warn­
ing about forsaking the teaching of 
godly parents for a life of sin. 

The interview will be broadcast on 
"Close-up arid Personal" on Family­
Net Sept. 28 and on the ACTS cable 
system Oct. 6. It will be simulcast on 
both ACTS and FamilyNet Oct. 5. 
Check local listings for times. 

"This is the chilling story of a 
young man who had every Christian 
advantage, took the wrong road, then 
came to know Christ. I wish every 
young person in America could see 
and hear Stephen Nethery's testimo­
ny prior to his death," said Jack 
Johnson, president of the Southern 
Baptist Radio & Television Comrnis-

. sion. 
Nethery never denied killing Dal­

las police officer J.D. McCarty in 
. February 1981. Instead, he expressed 
guilt and remorse for what happened. 
He became a Christian five months 
after the murder. 
. By his own account, at age 19 he 
and a .drinking buddy left Soddy-Dai­
sey, Tenn., to find "the good life" in 
the big city. They ended up in Dallas 
on a year and a half spree of drugs, 
alcohol, girls and robbery. 

Nethery and a young woman were 
parked near White Rock Lake in Dal­
las when they were interrupted by 
Officer McCarty, told to get dressed 
and go home. As the policeman was 
returning to his patrol car, something 
snapped in Nethery's mind, he said. 
He got out of his car and . started 
shooting wildly . 

McCarty died from a bullet wound 
- to his head. Nethery was convicted 

and given the death penalty. 
McCarty said he fell into a life of 

o See Executed killer ... , page 8 

New SBC president calls for cooperative giving and living 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

NASHVILLE- It's time for the 
Southern Baptist Convention to leave 
behind 15 years of controversy, "hold 
up our heads again" and rebuild trust 
for the future, SBC President Jim 
Henry told members of the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee Sept. 19. 

To rebuild trust, he called on the 
SBC's elected leaders to focus on co­
operation rather than control and to 
give to the Cooperative Program uni­
fied budget rather than just seek to 
control it. 

Henry also said he would take a 
step to rebuild trust by not hiring an 
outside parliamentarian for next sum­
mer's SBC annual meeting. 

"It's time to get off our personal 
soapboxes that focus on concerns that 
are important but not primary," said 
Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Orlando, Fla. He said these person­
al issues often result in "tying the 

• hands" of agency leaders and "k~ep 
them in a sense of guerrilla ~arfare, 
taxing their creativity and energy, 
while a lost world could care less." 

Henry, whose church is the No. 1 
contributor to the SBC Cooperative 
Program, also challenged fellow con­
servatives to support with money the 
missions program they have fought to 
control. · 

"For too long, some of us in lead­
ership, or who aspire to leadership, 
have given lip service," he said. "Our 
people in the trenches then question if 

• what we're about is that important. 
"We've poured time, energy and 

resources in defending biblical integ­
rity, and we should. But the question 
is, 'Why don't we support the vehicle 
that is~ur prime delivery system for 
that same good truth?"' 

Henry said this past pattern 
-. "smacks of hypocrisy and leaves the 

faithful in the pews uncertain." 
He said the Cooperative Program 

is worthy of support because it is "the 
pot of manna that has fed the most 
successful underwriting of missions, 
evangelism, seminary education and. 
church planting in church history." 

Henry was elected SBC president 
last June in a contest with Fred Wolfe, 
chairman of the Executive Commit­
tee and pastor of Cottage Hill Baptist 

Church in Mobile, Ala. Numerous 
observers pointed 'to Henry's track 
record as a Cooperative Program sup­
porter as a reason for his victory. Hen­
ry's chµrch gives 14 percent of its 
budget to the Cooperative Program; 
Wolfe' s church gives 4.7 percent. 

Henry called Southern Baptists to 
cooperative living as well as coopera­
tive giving. 

"Control must become anathema 
to us," he said. "All things must have 
perimeters. These perimeters have 
been set by our convention. They are 
clear and-healthy. They allow for di­
versity without divergence. 

"But we must be careful," he 
warned. "We are perceived by some 
as recreating a system that we sought 
O See New SBC president ... , page 9 
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BAPTIST BITS 

■ Bob Melvin, pastor of 
Spotswood Baptist 

Church in 
Fredericksburg, Va., has 

been elected president of 
Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of 

Virginia. The 
organization of Virginia 

Baptists sympathetic 
with the Southern Baptist 

Convention's 
conservative turn also 

adopted a $105,000 
budget during their Sept. 

15 meeting. Fifty-five 
percent of the budget 

will fund missions 
projects. About 30 

percent of the budget 
will facilitate the work of 

Howard Baldwin, the 
group's executive 

director. 

■ A committee studying 
what constitutes 

membership in the 
Georgia Baptist 

Convention has affirmed 
the Southern Baptist 

Convention's 
-Cooperative Program as 

the state's "principle 
• channel" of missions 

funding but 
recommends that 

churches which defund 
SBC programs should 
not be penalized in the 
state convention. The 

report of the Committee 
to Study Harmony and 
Cooperation will report 

to the state convention's 
annual meeting Nov. 14-

16 in Macon, Ga. 

BAPTISTS 
Executive Committee targets Fellowship, warns states 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

NASHVILLE- The Southern 
Baptist Convention's Executive 
Committee continued to express its 
concerns about the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship last week, launching 
an investigation into services the SBC 
Annuity Board is providing for Fel­
lowship employees and advising state 
conventions not to process contribu­
tions to the Fellowship. 

Some concern regarding the Fel­
lowship has surfaced in most recent 
Executive Committee meetings. 

The Fellowship is a group of mod­
erate Southern Baptists who say they 
have been disenfranchised by the 
SBC's conservative leadership. Al­
though Fellowship supporters gener­
ally view themselves as loyal South­
ern Baptists, most of the SBC's cur­
rent leadership see things differently. 

Because the Fellowship now pro­
cesses several million dollars in mis­
sions contributions outside the SBC 
Cooperative Program, Executive 
Committee leaders have branded the 
Fellowship as a competing denomina­
tion. And last June, messengers to the 
SBC annual meeting directed SBC 
agencies and institutions to stop ac-

cepting contributions sent through the 
Fellowship rather than through the 
Executive Committee. 

One current concern of some Ex­
ecutive Committee members is that 
the Annuity Board provides services 
to Fellowship employees. The Annu­
ity Board executed a contract to serve 
the Fellowship several years ago. 

The Annuity Board also serves 
employees of other non-SBC support­
ed entities which have close ties to 
SBC churches. Among these are Mid­
America Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Memphis, Tenn., and Criswell 
College in Dallas. 

During· their Sept. 19-21 meeting 
in Nashville, the Executive Commit- ' 
tee passed, a motion requesting that 
the Annuity Board provide "a written 
repoi:t of all contracts with the Coop­
erative Baptist Fellowship" by Febru­
ary 1995. 

The issue was discussed at length 
in a subcommittee session in which 
ne\\'.s reporting is restricted. The mo­
tion passed without discussion in the 
plenary session, which is considered 
on the record. 

No immediate indication was 
available as to whether the Annuity 
Board would- or even legally 
could-comply with the Executive 

Committee's request. 
In a related action, the Executive 

Committee passed a resolution on the 
"historical" partnership between state 
conventions and the SBC through 
Cooperative Program giving. The res­
olution speaks to state conventions 
that have redefined or are considering 
,redefining Cooperative Program giv­
ing to include outside causes such as· 
the Fellowship. 

"At no time in our Baptist past has 
Cooperative Program money been 
used to fund organizations having no 
accountability to state conventions or 
the Southern Baptist Convention," the 
resolution states. 

The resolution requests that any 
state conventions "considering a de­
parture from this God-given and time­
honored approach to funding a world 
mission strategy" should "inform 
their constituents of the variances of 
theology and doctrine being em­
braced and espoused by some groups 
identifying themselves as Southern 
Baptists." 

The printed resolution was accom­
panied by several handouts, including 
a sheet titled "Departures: CBF Lead­
ership." This one-page paper high­
lighted brief excerpts from comments 
made by five individuals identified as 

supportive of the Fellowship. The 
comments, which-are not set in any 
context, date from 1962 to 1994. 

"Though the CBF declines to pub­
lish a list of doctrinal commitments, 
individual members have stated theirs 
through the years," the paper says. "In 
many cases, such statements differ 
significantly from the doctrinal com­
mitments of the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

David Wilkinson, communica­
tions coordinator for the Fellowship, 
dismissed the Executive_Committee' s 
charges as "the same old stuff that I 
think Southern .Baptists are sick and 
tired of hearing about- false accusa­
tions, innuendos, exaggerated state­
ments and unsubstantiated claims." 

"The operative assumption for 
those who now control the Southern 
Baptist Convention seems to be: If 
you say it loud enough and pile it deep 
enough, sooner or later it somehow 
becomes believeable," Wilkinson 
continued. "State conventions, local 
congregations and individual Baptist 
Christians are free under God to de­
cide for themselves whom they will 
support and with whom they choose 
to cooperate." 

With additional reporting from Asso­
ciated Baptist Press 

Changes urged in Annuity Board. policy on 'abortion stocks' 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

NASHVILLE- The Southern 
.Baptist Convention's Executive 
Committee delved into a policy state­
ment of the SBC Annuity Board last 
week, suggesting new wording relat-
ed to abortion concerns. • 

This is believed to be the first time 
the Executive Committee has at­
tempted to rewrite another agency's 
internal policies. The Annuity Board 
has its own governing board, elected 
by SBC messengers the same way 
Executive Committee members are 
elected. 

That distinction was not lost on 
Annuity Board President Paul Pow­
ell, who said: "We have an invest-

r~ 

ment policy, and the Annuity Board 
will set that policy. You will not." 

However, Powell said the Annuity 
Board is sympathetic to the concerns 
expressed by Executive Committee 
members and will do its best to ac­
commodate them. 

Richard Scott, chairman of Annu­
ity Board trustees, told the Executive 

~committee he could not speak for the 
trustee board but did not perceive a 
problem with the intent of the Execu­
tive-Committee proposal. "We feel 
about abortion the same way you feel 
about it," he said. 

The Sept. 19 action was the fourth 
time in a year for the Executive Com­
mittee to wrestle with the Annuity 
Board's-policy on abortion-related in­
vestments. 

t 
~ 

The motion "respectfully re­
quests" the Annuity Board to revise 
its guidelines to prohibit investment in 
companies with connections to the 
"abortion industry." 

Current guidelines forbid the An­
nuity Board from investing in "any 
company that is publicly recognized ... 
as being in the liquor, tobacco, gam­
bling and pornography industries" or 
"whose products, services or activities 
are publicly recognized as being in­
compatible with the moral and ethical 

. posture" of the Annuity Board. 
The Executive Committee action 

requests the Annuity Board to add 
abortion to the list of banned indus­
tries in the fust clause and that "con­
tributions" be substituted for "activi­
ties" iri the latter. 

In past meetings, Executive Com­
mittee members have voiced concern 
to Annuity Board leaders about com­
panies which contribute to Planned 
Parenthood, which they consider an 
abortion provider. Annuity Board 
representatives respond it is hard to 
implement such a ban, because al­
most every company participates in _ 
locally run United Way and similar 
programs, which may in some cases 
include funding for abortion-related 
services. 

Likewise, Scott explained, many 
major corporations give local manag­
ers control over some portion of the 
corporation's charitable contribu­
tions. 

With additional reporting from Asso­
ciated Baptist Press and Baptist Press 

SBC motions heard & declined 
NASHVILLE-Motions referred 

to the Southern Baptist Convention's 
Executive Committee by messengers 
to last June's SBC annual meeting 
were acted on Sept. 19-20 in this way: 

I Declined to recommend an offi­
cial study review and updating of the 
Baptist Faith and Message. 

I Deferred action on a request to 
create a standing committee to act as 
liaison for Christian schools affiliated 
with SBC churches. The Executive 
Committee requested further input 
from the Sunday School Board and 
the study committee currently exam­
ining SBC programs and structures. 

I Declined to study possible pro­
cedures that would allow voting by 
people other than registered messen­
gers in attendance at SBC annual 
meetings. 

someone employed full time by a 
church or denominational entity. 

·I Declined to recommend amend­
ing SBC Bylaw 21 to allow two mem­
bers or the SBC committee on com­
mittees to be appointed by the presi­
dents of state conventions. 

I Declined to recommend prohib­
iting the committee on committees, 
committee on nominations and the 
committee on order of business from 
nominating people who are from the 
families, churc.hes or places of em-. 
ployment of the members of the re­
spective committees making the nom­
inations. 

I Declined to recommend a revi­
sion of the SBC Constitution to allow 
for removal of a trustee by a_ simple 
majority vote of the convention. 

~·No ron, minh;ter; don't have oroupi~. That'~ the choir." 

I Declined to recommend amend­
ing SBC Bylaw 16 to exclude from 
election to the committee on nomina­
tions a person who is the spouse of 

I Declined to recommend a revi­
sion of the SBC Constitution to re­
strict mission boards from asking mis­
sionary applicants questions about in­
errancy. 
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KENTUCKY 
Greenville group takes 18th trip to Miami 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

GREENVILLE..:_Second Baptist 
Church in Greenville may hold the 
record for the longest-running short­
term mission project among Southern 
Baptist churches. 

For each of the last 18 summers, 
15 to 40 youth and adults from the. 
Kentucky church have spent a week 
ministering to inner-cicy children and 
others in Miami. 

Although the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board does not keep 
records on every church group's years 
of mission projects, "I do not know of 
any other consecutive streak like 
that," said Elmer Goble, director of 
the HMB volunteer projects depart­
ment. "It could be that this is a record. 

"In terms of a group going to the 
same place every year, that's quite an 
amazing thing," he said. 

Whether it's a record or not, the 
18-year stint has enabled two genera­
tions of volunteers to reach out to two 
generations of street-tough Miami 
children, offering them a safe haven 
in Jesus Christ. 

Two laypeople at Second Baptist, 
Greeba London and Shirley Rowe, 
have coordinated the trip each year. 
London owns a home in Boca Raton, 
Fla., just outside Miami. Team mem­
bers usually take sleeping bags and 
use London's home as a headquarters, 
she said. 

"It's always a good fellowship 
time," London explained. "It gives us 
time to work on Bible studies and 
crafts together in groups." 

For many years, Second Baptist 
Church shouldered the financial re­
sponsibilicy for each member of the 
mission team, London said. More re­
cently, individuals have paid their 
own way. • 

For the last two or three years, the 
trip has included members of several 
churches in the Lexington area, Lon-

- don said. _ 
London credits two retired HMB 

missionaries for a great deal of 
progress in Baptist work in Miami. 
Rosa Lee Franks and Mildred Wom­
ack directed the Little River Weekday 
Mission for 45 and 40 years, respec­
tively. They stayed on 10 years after 
retirement, continuing the ministry 
until last month, when they "re-re­
tired" to Tennessee. 

"The Lord just kept keeping us 
there," the women explained. "We 
wanted to feel useful, and we think we 
were." 

They certainly won the hearts of 
the Kentuckians, who kept coming 
back year after year to assist with va­
cation Bible schools, nursing home 
ministry and other services coordinat­
ed by the missionaries. 

"We have formed a friendship 
with those two missionary ladies," 
Rowe responded. ''They are like fam­
ily to us now." 

Franks and Womack characterized 
the Kentucky teams as congenial, 
prayerful groups that worked well to-

- gether. 
The missionaries supervised many 

mission teams. But each summer, 
they said, area children consistently 
asked, ·"Are those Kentucky people 
coming again?" 

Many of the children who attend­
ed the mission Bible school have 
grown up in Miami's high-crim~ ar­
eas and drug centers, London said. 
"They are predominantly poor, and 
live in public housing. 

"One family lived on the sixth or 
seventh floor of a building, and their 
children couldn't even come down 
the stairwells without assistance," she 
said. ''The only place they had to play 
was an 8-by-10 foot balcony. . 

"You want to go out and save the 
world," she added. "We often left cry­
ing because of the tremendous needs. 
It was like scratching the very top sur­
face." 

London acknowledged that the 
team' s impact; even over 18 years, 
was limited. "You couldn't have a lot 
of impact other than to bring about a 
habit and desire to come to church." 

However, churches the teams 
helped reported increases in Sunday 
school attendance. "And there have 
been quite a few decisions each year," 
London said. 

The team's effectiveness was rein­
forced during one of the most recent 
trips to Miami, when a young boy at­
tended VBS. Missionaries Franks and 
Womack explained that the boy came 
because his father had attended the 1 

group's VBS years ago and remem~' 
bered the impression it made. 

"We were entering our second 
generation of ministry," London said. 

Since Franks and Womack now 
have retired from Miami, thefoture of 
Second Baptist's annual trek there is 
uncertain, London said. 

Although the church has begun to 
look at other possibilities for summer 
mission trips, London said, Miami 
experiences will remain with them. "It 
saddens me to think that maybe this 
year will be the last." 

Prayer can make a diffe~ence, Hunt says 
By Suzanne Darland 
State Correspondent 

ELIZABETHTOWN-Prayer 
makes the difference between coun­
trie& like Korea, where spiritual reviv­
al is booming, and America, where 
morality is declining, according to 
T.W. Hunt. 

Hunt, prayer specialist with the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board, spoke at two Kentucky prayer 
rallies last week in preparation for the 
1995 "Here's Hope" simultaneous 
witnessing effort. Hunt also is author 
of the "Mind of Christ" series. 

He told about 80 people gathered 
at Severns Valley Baptist Church 
Sept. 20 that daily 5 a.m. prayer meet­
ings in Korean Baptist churches are 
packed, yet Baptist churches in Amer­
ica can't even draw a crowd for 
Wednesday evening prayer services. 

"Prayer costs," he said. "And 
we're not willing to pay the cost." 

Hunt said many Americans have a 
mistaken idea about prayer, that its 
purpose should be solely to praise and 
worship God. 

But a computer-aided study of 
Scriptures he did revealed that far 

more praying in the Bible has to do 
with asking God for something than 
with praise and worship. Jesus de­
pended on prayer and spent much of 
his time teaching his disciples how to 
pray, Hunt said. 

"If the God of the universe, come 
to earth in human form, must pray, 
what about us?" he asked. 

Hunt urged the group gathered at 
Severns Valley Church on both Sept. 
19 and 20 to pray earnestly for reviv­
al in anticipation of the "Here's 
Hope" emphasis. 

"Pentecost came when a little band 
of believers got together and prayed," 
he noted. "This is the way God 
works." 

The 1995 witnessing effort, called 
"Here's Hope. Share Jesus Now." 
asks church members to commit to 
share their faith 60 times in 60 days, 
from Jan. 9 to March 9, 1995. 

Sunday, Oct. 2, is a nationwide 
commitment day when pastors are 
asked to commit to the project. On the . 

• next Sunday, Oct. 9 ., church members 
are to commit to participate. The ear­
ly commitment dates have been set to 
allow time for witness training. 

'.'We need to sow America again 

with the gospel," said Bill Jaggers, 
director of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention's evangelism office. "We're 
still reaping the results of sowing the 
gospel in the 1940s and '50s, but 
we've not been as faithful to do that 
more recently." 

"Here's Hop_!!. Share Jesus Now." . 
is the first simultaneous Southern 
Baptist effort focused on personal 
evangelism. Previous "Here's Hope" 
emphases in 1990 and 1985 focused 

- on simultaneous revivals. 
Jaggers said the prayer rally at 

Severns Valley Church could be a 
model for similar gatherings in 
churches and associations. All but 
three of the 77 associations affiliated 
with the KBC plan to participate in 
"Here's Hope," he said. 

Jaggers said he hopes the equiva­
lent of l0 percent of each church's 
Sunday school enrollment will com­
mit to participate. • 

After the 60-day emphasis is over, 
church members are encouraged to 
make witnessing a lifescyle, he said. 
And churches are asked to plan reviv­
als for spring and early summer to 
harvest the seeds sown during the wit­
nessing blitz. 

MIAMI MISSION Marla Fox 
(back right) of Second Bap­
tist Church in Greenville 
poses with children in a 
crafts class she led in Mi­
ami this summer-the 18th 
summer for volunteers 
from the Greenville church 
to minister in Miami. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ _SEPTEMBER 27, 1994 3 



OPINION 
WESTERN RECORDER 

P.O. Box 43969 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 
(ISSN 0043-4132) 

MARV KNOX 
Editor 

MARK WINGFIELD 
News Director 

MAURISMITH 
Marketing & Business 

Manager 
C.R.DALEY 

Editor Emeritus 

Earnestly contend tor the 
faith which was once tor 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Western Recorder is 
published weekly by Western 

Recorder Inc., an agency of 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except 

for one week in July and 
December. For general 

information,-tall (502) 244· 
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. 

Second class postage paid at 
Louisville, Ky. 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 
for a one-year, individual 

subscription. Group 
subscriptions on the church 

budget plan are $8.50 per 
year. An additional church 

newsletter service is available 
for churches of all sizes. All 
subscriptions are payable in 

advance,exceptchurch 
accounts, which require a tax 

exemption number. 

To register change of address: 
Send the mailing label from 

·page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

department at the Western 
Recorder address. 

To give news tips: Call (502) 
244-6472, fax to (502) 244- • 

647 4 or write the editor or 
. news director. 

To submit.a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be considered 
for pu'blication, provided they 
do not make a personal attack 
on anyone. Letters are limited 

to 25Owords and may be 
edited for length. 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns on 
an inside page are paid space. 

Claims made by advertisers 
are not necessarily those of 

the Western Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

Directors: Don Mantooth, 
Morehead, chairman; Tom 

Curry, Louisville, vice 
chairman; Kay Trisler, 

Harrodsburg, secretary; Jim 
Abernathy, Covington; Glenn 

Durham, Harlan; Rusty 
Ellison, Benton; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Isaac 
McDonald, Elizabethtown; 

June B. Rice, Paintsville; John 
Searcy, Franklin; William 

Thurman, Lexington; James 
Weaver; Madisonville. 

Help schools 
As a veteran of 42 years in public 

education, 1 am grateful for Jim Hol­
laday' s Point/Counterpoint article 
(WR, Aug. 30) in defense of public 
schools. 

In our multi-ethnic society, it is 
important that religious . training be 
emphasized in the home and church. 
After all, even Baptists vary from fun­
damentalists to moderates. 

All of us need to appreciate the fact 
early Baptists in America paid dearly 
for our religious 

",;:f\,::il 

Faith assumptions 
• Mormon leader Joseph Smith 

claimed the books of the Bible were 
authoritative "insofar as they have 
been accurately translated from the 
original manuscripts." Thereby he ini­
tiated doubts that translations are 
trustworthy. 

Many Southern Baptist leaders 
likewise guarantee only that the orig­
inal Bible documents are "inerrant," 
thus agreeing with Smith that our 
translated Bibles are not trustworthy. 

. freedom. They 
were our early 
leaders in the provi­

BAPTIST FORUM 
Arguments about 
inerrancy are Mor­
mon, not Baptist. In 
degrading our Bi-

sion of our First Amendment to the 
Constitution and the very important 
provision relating to the separation of 
church and state. Early American 
Baptists were instrumental in these 
constitutional provisions. 

Fortunately, Americans have the 
freedom to have private and parochi­
al schools. To exercise that freedom, 
patrons must support them financial­
ly. 

We Baptists should support our 
public schools. Few ofus could or can 
afford a private or parochial educa­
tion. We need to avoid trends toward 
elitism and racism which seem to • 
motivate at least some of our good 
friends toward the creation of more 
and more parochial schools. 

Some of the most devoted Chris­
tians I have known have been and are 
still active in the teaching and admin­
istration of our public schools. 

Public, private· and parochial 
schools are expensive to establish, 
operate and maintain. It is my hope 
that the establishment of church-relat­
ed schools will not adversely affect . 
our church budgets and mission pro-. 
grams. Today, as never before·, our 
public schools need the support and 
full participation of all Baptists. ~ 

Ted C. Gilbert 
Lexington 

The making of a day 
Something happened the other 

night that I must tell about. 
Our three-and-a-half-year-old 

grandson, Marshall, has begun spend­
ing nights with us. No hassle. No cry­
ing. _No extra hugging his mom and 

bles, they splinter the body of Christ. 
Other people today, including 

many Bible scholars, take a "reduc­
tionist" position, disregarding this or 
that section or story in the gospels as 
scientifically unproven or unlikely. 
Yet science is filled with concepts 
never absolutely proven. • 

The door to continuing spiritual 
progress relies on an assumption that 
both original documents and today's 
tran.slated four gospels have been 
written by honest persons with access 
to facts and loyalty1 to truth in their 
writing. Experience and study lead us 
to assign dependability to the gospels 
as conviction grows that both great 
translators and original writers have 
been guided by the Holy Spirit. 

On this basis as in the early church, 
children as well as men and women 
can build lives that increase faith, love 
and great hope, with the presence and 
encquragelnent of our Father's Holy 
Spirit, as promised by the Master 
Teacher of Life, Jesus Christ. 

Those who never venture into an 
assumption make no progress in ei­
ther science or faith. They live and die 

. by questions, the deepest being unan­
swerable mental games, not spiritual 
food. 

Lewis V. Spencer 
Hopkinsville 

Without a fuss, he heads for the 
stack of books beneath the lamp table 
in the family room, pulls out the big 
"ABC" book and the "bird" book, his 
current favorites. 

It's past his bed time, so we take 
the books upstairs to read after his 
bath. The innocence of a 3-year old 

dad goodbye. Just get in 
"Grandmutter's car," 
climb into his car seat, 
strap him in, and we are 
out of there, reading num­
bers on the speed limit 
signs along the way. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

bather is a fresh visit with 
the Creator. No wonder 
grandparents, especially, 
want to freeze-frame those 
precious moments. It's 
one thing, when you're 29 
and have moments (or 

, days) when you can't wait 
for the children to grow 
up. It's quite another to be 
past 60 and know that 
when they grow up you'll 

Barely able to see out 
over the dashboard, he 
calls out the colors of the 
cars we pass along the 
way; knows the difference 
between the "backhoe" 
and the "bulldozer" still 

William W. Marshall be pushing 80! I refuse to 

active in our almost-full subdivision; 
tells me which way to tum to get to 
our house. 

Inside, he makes for the cupboard 
where the jelly beans are, approved in 

• advance by his mom and dad. He 
counts them-five-then slowly sa­
vors each one until they are gone. Sit­
ting at the kitchen table, he looks at 
Grandmother and asks, "More?" 

"No, Marshall, that's all for to­
night." 

apologize for wanting 
them to stay young as long as possi­
ble-especially this innocent, pre­
cious, dependent age! 

We wash his hair, his limbs; pull 
him out onto the rug and "hug him 
dry" through the big, soft towel 
wrapp'ed around his squirming body. 
Medicine taken, teeth brushed, we 
head to the bedroom. 

We sit on the bed, waiting for his 
usual word for Grandmother to read 
to him. We're both surprised. He 

4 WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 27, 1994 

Critical choice 
The Point/Counterpoint articles 

examining public versus Christian 
education (WR, Aug. 30) were time­
ly. Parents are increasingly being 
drawn into this debate as they experi­
ence outcome-based education now 
mandated by the Kentucky Education 
Reform Act. Kentucky parents are 
discovering an alarming curriculum 
containing secular humanism, lower .. , ...... 0 • • _ •• _ 

a~ademic standards and few benefi- r~e:e 'Johll L " •.• 
c1al changes. [;!if~:nfr/ +•~~8!(ti"· •···.•<'><· 

I witnessed KERA' s damaging If :.':\,.Majly}churclf leaders .\Yi$lfto.'.[ 
academic and spiritual effects for ·/'be 11p to date ill their m~thods • 
more than one year through my own anq pr9gra~ping. TMy are 
child. We have since made the transi- .: i:e~cipri&'o1:1Jtoanew genflfati9f! > 
tion to a private ·Christian school. ·• orJO~f by dev~lqping "s¢ek~r~> 
Christian education has not been a re- I .... sensitive'' ~Q!Ship services. . • • 
treat from the "real world" as some • • • Churches need to be "seeker 
charge. Our school is both ethnically < ~fl#~i!iye'' J() ◊l,qer people who 
and economically diverse. Children • ha.".eriever beerfpart of a·~hurch,.· 
there are from two-parent, single-par- • WhU(we rnafthink of~enior 
ent and blended families. Some are adµltsas chilrfhgoers; the factis, ,a 
Christians; others are not. Negative > maii:)'ai:e •119tA,beginnir1g point ;.: 
influences are still encountered. The ::' • for outreach would be to corisid~' 
crucial differences are high academic ' ef «fllat matufe'.'people value. . • • 
standards, spiritual training and com- .. ·.•· {\rnerkari ···•. Demographks 
mitted parents. ' t11a~ip.~reports thafol<;ler peo-> 

During the past 30 years, public ·ple~erri()tivatedbyffvelceyval'.:. ) 
education has become. a hostile envi- •• ··• ues, .These are.: 1) autonomy and 
ronment for Christian families. Yet, •• self:sufficiericy; 2) social and 
as pointed out, the children are sel- <;spiri!µal connectedness; 3) altrµ- ... • 
dom the purveyors of spiritual princi- ism;A) personal growth; arid 5)>; 

• pies in this atmosphere. More often, .. revitalization (March 1994). • 
their own moral values become cor- . Older people wish to remain· 
rupted. Christian teachers and staff ·au.toii(),mous .. a,ncl self-sufficient .· 
are the keys even while struggling i ~9JP.~'i:'9Bllrch"i1 lnow. provide > .· 
with overwhelming restrictions .. Pa- ·• ~~k\layprograms for this ·age •\ 
rental involvement also is a necessity. 0, gr<>µp_; Some ~e. even proyiding ·• 
Unfortunately, many already express t ) 1dulf da,y carC:l: Other churches 
disappointment as their influence is {: ~~IP t-~J.~.rrari:sp9rtat.ion; Thrsrxr 
thwarted by a state-mandated system. };t..1™h.!s~~(lidp,facilitate auto@•){ 

The choice of public, private, 111{, riit~~a'self;~sufficien~y a.me 

;tI~tt:~ ~;er~:; b~~~~~~:g ~f ~1:~: iti:i~litlt~lt[~~§p!f ,re~~ ' i ". 
vent prayer and a comrrutment to bat- ;);/,i¾ll~PPf$98:H':li~.n,d Sp19tµ .. , . 

noise that I make when I come to the ;\'!'i[t~}R~(py0plt?es1.re to ~1Y. 
picture of the "Tasmanian Devil" (big ;:,~; .. ~q.IT,1$~1'1.p!? sqpety. Chu~c,fi,e: 

• ) • th ABC b k I .. N 1/ Si!n/£~Wtt9: olqe,r people ~y }n'- ii 
i~!a~n th: bird boi~ ti/i~~~e~su:~~ ':Ji;0v,9l¾i,~&;)t~ew i~pie_mi~isfries 9f''i; 
ly asks me to read when Grandmoth- 3;,, tb7i.f~prch? •Jfie~ ~emycf\1?.re;,n: 
er has finished the ABC book. '\f·!P1W}~st .b~tt1g recipients 0f ~~~;:, 

We go through the birds for the .;1;1~~t/~ 1sr chµf<::h ieaders. Wt!lj;c~ 
umpteenth time, and he rubs his ' heie~;JlJOf se,rvants cha~riel l9~IJj:}.l 
sleepy eyes. \,.~~fnts a~d-rescmrct:s, ,. ; J:! 

"OK, Marshall, time for Bible sto- . > '·· Oiger ~d~lts destre to _connn,- •••• 
ries." Without fail, Grandmother has :A :Ut; f~~1.f~p,qn:U gmwth anqde7 •• 
been his choice for this, with Grand- ;.v7l9pµient01~ dogs m,y .hayl=l :{ 
daddy kneeling sleepily on the side of ; dtffi9plty learnmg ~ew tnc,ks,_ bµ! • .,; 
the bed. "I want Granddaddy to read," , .• olde,r;l':eqple po11:tmue_ lelllilln.g, 
he said. ; .~rQ\Y}?,g .:in,d 1eyelopm~, Th~y 

Alice look surprised. Disappoint- i ofte~ corn.bin~ leisure with pr9~ 
ed? I try not to laugh out loud. He ductive pursu.~ts. 
turns the pages; I read. Finally, he Many semor adults are un-
grows more interested in the page ch9~c,red. Qhurches ':"ho respect 
numbers, and we call it quits. ( the urnquenessofsemors are bet~ 

We pray; he squirms and turns. 1 • .. ter able to reach tJlem; Th~se . 
. peek and see his eyes open, then churches pay ~ttentl?.n to semor 
close. Amen comes soon. He lets me t~p!t~ ?Y valutqg their value.~. 
kiss hi_s eyes shut j_ust ~s his m~ther \y • ja~/i l eppe; is directoF;/the 
once did; '!'le both kiss him goodmght, Kentucky BajitistConvention's Jam-
and the hghts go out. Grandmother ily ininistry department. 
stays beside him until he sleeps. • ■• •8 ·· d .. ••• t· b. t .... •·. e1:1 . your ques 100s a ou 

How do you tell a three-and-a- children; t¢ens, marriage, singles 
half-year-old that .he made your day? or aging to "Family Forum," 

William W. Marsha/Us executive sec- Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist • Lot,1J~yillt!, Ky; ,40253. 
Convention. 



EDITORIALS 
The real enemies are· outside, not inside, the tent 

Is the fighting inside the American Christian tent more ruinous than 
.the culture war raging outside? 

Read the ~eligious monthly magazines; listen to Christian talk radio. 
You'll quickly learn about the foibles, peccadillos and alleged heresies 
of almost anybody with a public religious profile. Christianity Today 
columnist Philip Yancey lists a cadre of conservative Christian leaders 
wounded by "friendly fire" in recent months: ethicist Tony Campolo, 
Prison Fellowship founder Chuck Colson, spiritual discipline writer Ri­
chard Foster, the late author C.S. Lewis, broadcaster Karen Mains and 
New Testament translator Eugene Peterson. , 

"What bothers me ... is the vicious tone of the attacks, which are often 
dripping with sarcasm and angry invective," Yancey writes. "Campolo, 
Colson, Foster, Lewis, Mains, Peterson- are these really the 'enemies' 
of the kingdom? What has infected the Christian community with such 
outright meanness?" 
, In a word, power. 

A significant portion of the Christian community has succumbed to 
the seduction of power. Power permeates the language and currency of 
our culture. It controls agendas of denominations and political parties. It 
acquires everything from prestige to material wealth. It even purchases 
its owners' places in history. 

On its face, power is neutral. Noble people have marshaled its forces 
to spread the gospeland improve the lot of humanity. Conversely, evil 
villains have manipulated power to propel their victims into the very 
heart of darkness. Almost without exception, people who acquire power 

- proclaim they will use it for good. tfnfortunately, Lord Acton's proverb 
contains much truth: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power cor­
rupts absolutely." 

However, power remains attractive because it's eminently efl'.'ective. 
Studying the culture war, Georgetown University researcher Leon Hoop­
er notes the rhetoric of the combatants has polarized public discourse, 
reducing America to a confrontational society in which only power dom­
inates. So, if your words cannot persuade others to adopt your point of 
view, get out the vote and force them to agree. Or else. 

Against this backdrop, two very powerful Southern Baptists recently 
pleaded for a return to civility and for rehumanizing opponents. 

President Bill Clinton soQnded that theme to religious leaders Sept. 8. 
"The values we share are greater than the culture war that divides us," 
Clinton told the leaders, influding some of his sharpest critics. Ameri­
cans must learn to talk about important social and political issues "with­
out screaming at each other," he said. "We shouldn't demonize our ad­
versaries .... Why can't people who disagree sit down together and say, 
'What does the Bible s_ay about this really?' ... Why can't we find some 
areas of agreement?" 

One of Clinton's guests that day, Southern Baptist Convention Presi­
dent Jim Henry, echoed those remarks last week. Southern Baptists­
who have been fragmented by 16 years of denominational conflict­
must recommit themselves to dialogue and civility, "talking with and 
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not shouting at each other," Henry urged. "We have brothers and sisters 
in Christ who have been unfairly judged and labeled because at some 
point they did not dot every 'i' nor cross every 't.' This intolerance has 
burned bridges rather than building them. It has caused anger, hostility 
and anxiety. This is not in the .spirit of Jesus Christ. We must recapture 
civility again." 

Henry's admonition to the SBC applies to the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention as well. If Kentucky Baptists don't cultivate civility and Chris­
tian charity, w~ will hear three fine pastors disparaged as they await pos­
sible election to the KBC presidency. Billy Compton, Bob DeFoor and 
Bill Hancock deserve better than that, and Kentucky Baptists do too. 

Don't believe it can't happen. The Baptist battles have chalked up 
scores, if not hundreds, of casualties. Devout and godly Christians­
moderate and conservative alike- have had reputations ruined by mali­
cious rumoring. Friendships have ruptured. Glad hearts have been cor­
roded by the acid of bitterness. 

Yancey recalls an old editorial from The Wittenberg Door that illus­
trates the folly of Christians fearing and fighting each other. 

The editorial described a Cub Scout camping trip in the woods of 
California, Yancey reports: "After swapping stories of the ferocious 
Scout-eating 'Bigfoot' that roamed the forest, the boys fina:lly retired 
into a crowded 10-person tent at 3 a.m. One boy awoke with a full blad­
der a few hours later and fumbled his way toward the tent flap, but he 
was too scared to open the flap and step outdoors. The next morning, the 
other boys awoke to find their sleeping bags soaked in urine. The boy 
was so scared of the enemy outside that he ended up soiling his neigh­
bors .... Has our increasingly violent and pagan society so frightened us 
that we have forgotten the real enem,ies are outside, not inside, the tent?" 

Marv Knox 

Look to·r positives in a negative world 
A man once bought a hunting dog 

for a high price after seeing it walk 
out across the surface of a lake to re­
trieve a duck at his master's com­
mand. The. man took a friend out to 
another lake, and the dog performed 
the same feat. 

After the dog had walked out 
· across the 

Many people are like that man. 
Rather than focos on all the wonder­
ful things God is doing around them, 
they look for something negative to 
say. 

As children of God who have had 
our sins forgiven, and who have been 
indwelt by God's Holy Spirit, we, of 

water and re­
trieved the 
duck and 

MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING 
all people, 
should be 
praising the 

dropped it at his feet, the man turned 
to his friend and proudly asked, "No­
tice anything unusual about that ani­
mal?" 

His friend paused for a moment 
and then frowned, "Well, · now that 
you mention it; yes, that dog can't 
swim." 

Lord for all 
the positive things God is doing in our 
world. In a world where it's so easy 
to focus on the negative, why not try 
looking for something positive to say 
to someone this week? 

Grover Westover, pastor 
Burton Memorial Baptist Church 

Bowling Green 

"I worry about the 
massive energies 
going into the 
current attacks on 
fellow members of 
Christ's body. The 
campaign diverts 
energies from the 
church's main 
function of 
presenting the 
gospel. And it 
confirms the -
skeptics' worst 
suspicions about 
the church." 
Columnist Philip Yancey 
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BAPTISTS 
Gregory says megachurches-foster 'temptation' 

The gospel 
according to 

Gregory: 

I "A significant minority 
of the deacons did not 
want W.A: Criswell to 

cram his self-appointed 
successor down their 
throat. And they were 

exactly right. They had 
the prerogative to 

choose. My own blind 
ambition prevented me 
from seeing that at the 

time." . 

■ "First Baptist breathes 
the spirit of old Dallas. 
Power and money are 
. taken for granted .... 

However spiritual an 
aspirant.to that pulpit 

might have been, it was 
impossible to separate 

the church from its 
setting. Every material 
• security, emolument, 

perquisite and fetish that -
a powerful city could 
offer belonged to the 
pastor of its biggest 

church." 

■ " ... I longed for earlier, 
simpier days when I 

would play dominoes 
with humble folk after 

Sunday night church, sit 
on a front porch and 
crank homemade ·ice 

cream with a deacon or 
crawl around in the attic 

Jf the church trying to fix 
the air conditioning .... 
The Baptist world and 
families from which I 

had come were in a 
different world from the 

one in which I now 
lived." 

■ "To say that First 
Baptist had a high 

identity with the 
Republican Party is to 

say that fish have a high 
identity with the ocean. It 
there were Democrats in 

the church, they could 
have gathered in a 

janitor's closet." 

■ "I never met any finer 
individuals than the 

Christians at First. ... Yet 
collectively, the people of 

First Dallas had created 
an icon in Criswell, .a 

man whom they 
venerated to the point of 

worship. This shot the 
entire church through 

with a spiritual vertigo."· 

By Marv Knox 
Editor 

FORT WORTH, Texas-Why 
would a gifted, ambitious preacher 
walk away from the pinnacle of pres-
tige? • 

Joel Gregory tries to answer that 
question in "Too Great a Temptation: 
The Seductive Power of America's 
Super Church." His book about why 
he forsook the pastorate of First Bap­
tist Church of Dallas went on sale last 
weekend. He says it's his story, but 
also the story of power and tempta­
tion among the nation's hugest 
churches. 

"The stated · and actual reason for 
my departure was the dysfunctional 
transition with the previous pastor of 
48 years, the legendary Dr. W.A. 
Criswell," Gregory writes. "I had 
been promised a transition of 'a few 
months.' After two years, he had an­
nounced his intention to remain for 
two more. I quit." 

Gregory, 46, fell far from the peak 
of Baptist power. Now he sells funer­
als door-to-door in nearby Fort 
Worth. 

The preacher had far to fall be­
cause he climbed so high. His ascent 
began in 1977, when he became pas­
tor of Gambrell Street Baptist Church, 
next door· to the mammoth South­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Fort Worth. He became an 
associate professor of preaching at the 
seminary in 1982. As a professor, he 
preached at some of Southern Bap­
tists' · 1argest gatherings. Then, in 
1985, he moved to the pastorate of 
Travis A venue Baptist Churc;h, the 
largest church in Fort Worth, his 
·hometown. 

From Travis A venue, Gregory ad­
mits, he was seduced by the allure of 
First Baptist Dallas. With 28,000 
members, First Baptist is Southern 
Baptists' largest church. For almost 
100 years, the church has had only 
two pastors- legendary statesman 
George Truett, and the already-myth­
ical Criswell. 

First Baptist and Criswell practi­
cally invented the megachurch. It's a 
giant congregation with full-service 
staff, programs and facilities. It has 
more millionaires than most churches 
have members. It owns five blocks of 
downtown Dallas. 

The trappings, the opportunity and 
the sense of destiny seduced Gregory 
to leave a thriving congregation in his 
hometown. The glittery brightness of 
First Baptist blinded him to the perils 
of accepting a job where his predeces­
sor held on. 

"When Eve looked at the apple, 
she could scarcely have felt more 
ambivalence than I did in dealing with 
FBC," he admits. And just like Eve, 
Gregory bit. 

When Gregory arrived, Criswell 
pledged to stay in the senior post "a 
few months," the younger minister 
claims. "It did not occur to me ... that 
I would be totally misled." 

A short transition would be vital, 
Gregory contends, to chart a new 
course. The downtown church had 
lost members to suburban congrega­
tions, its facilities were in poor repair, 
its debt staggering and its direction 
out of focus, he insists. 
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COt~er theories about Gregory's departure 
'.'( i )delGfeg6ry.~laimf he quit First f¢$ign~tid~ with the time.he quit an 
;1f .~.llP:ttst:8~1la's .byya\.lse &nior Pas~( .. • eai-Jy ~astorat~ .due to . ministei1~l 
:i:f;JoFW;fX'; ; t;ri~~~!lth,"."'ai:te{i. his,.. p~rp.9ut,_p~iotinghim as what.Qre- , 
<:tleaq~t§htp': fp.l()f{obs~rvers•• city \_ go17.sftll~ aj't_''eptsodic depressant;.'.: 
+:§therview$.: < i/. > \ .... ·.••.• t •Jl.t!js '.'mystified" by that vie'f; 
f·:;. • He.couldn.'trelateto people. • claiming the writer.''made his own\ 
;:. ?Jbt?l9!t?goryis _· npta people's j µterpietation ofmylife." • .,.i 
"':' maj't/'says Cris~eU confidant Jack • • ■ He was having an affair. Th.e > 

Pogue. ''Joetis · a lot like me; he's • Baptist grapevine buzzed with thiS 
shy, an introvertY ou can't be that . rumor after he left. Gregory doesn't 
way alld be pastor of a major write about the rumor, although he 
church'." } . • > . . ••• has'denied it vigorously. He writes 

. ■ ~e r:o~ldn't handle.the pres- • that he and hi_s first .wife, Linda, di­
$11~. J::ttstt Baptist isn't just a yorced due to "long-term differenc- . 

: <;,hl.lr~H)It o.wµs . a C()l\ege, t'-3/0 . i yS in . out 4ndyrstanding of marita1 
;Cf sppoo;s; ~f.~cl.i9;sJ~ti()p; ~ homeless • ro1yst " But he declines to detail his, , ••• 
11:; sije,Jt@(i,:, ehd mission . :churc,ltes, ·.· .... qi yqrc1t aµd ,' remarriage; . insisting ·, 
f' ''Orily'.pyople .who ·have busine.ss ..... ,that would ~'invade the privacy of · 
l;f ability can?<io this thing," Pogu9 . others.'.' •• . • . .•·.••· 
• f.Sayf"Hyjusfdro~ned in it." Gre- •·•· ■ It wasn't God's will. "We •• 
, •.•. gory,., a~kriow!e~ges<the job's . i.m-.·. chose to go outside the will of God" 
);. .m·ell~i~y .ptit .,~ay~Jhe,.i::~ason ,he t. and'~hould ltave hired new Pas.tor 

cou1tri;}:'l~\ttg~:~rilig~i::JI~):il;tir~if ?~r:r~~~!~E 6~ if): 

The pastoral transition would be 
crucial because a new pastor only has 

• 12 to 18 months to establish leader­
ship, Gregory maintains. 

He soon realized a transition of "a 
few months" wouldn't materialize. 
After 21 months, Criswell still shared 
preaching duties and "remained con­
stantly visible at every occasion." 
Gregory came to believe he had not 
been hired to lead the church so much 
as to relieve Criswell' s load and !1-
low the patriarch to reach his 50th 
anniversary at the church this fall. 

To make matters worse, Gregory 
also felt the wrath of Criswell' s wife, 
claiming she used the influence of her 
large Sunday school class to foment 
discontent with his leadership. 

"Criswell and his wife, Betty, had 
been undermining me since I set foot 

. in the place," Gregory asserts. 
Criswell second-guessed his deci­
sions, blocked his complete access to 
church membership and threatened to 
"take back" the congregation, he says. 

And even though significant num­
bers of laypeople favored Gregory's 
pastorate, the aura of Criswell's au­
thority proved impenetrable, he adds. 

"I began to see the Catch-22 for 
what it was," he writes. "The only 
way for the whole thing ·to work 

Joel Gregory 

·bance.">· i ... 
'{tU> '.({ ~S~{S: 

would be a voluntary resignation by 
Criswell .... The lay leaders would not 
fire him, and I was not about to sacri­
fice myself in a no-win situation that 
would brutalize me, enrage Mrs. 
Criswell, make W.A. a martyr, raise 
bell in the church, make headlines in 
the papers and polarize the entire con­
servative wing of the 16-million­
member denomination. 

'The power and glory of pastoring 
the big kahuna was not worth it to 
me." 

So on Sept. 23, 1992, he quit. 
With the book and Criswell's 50th 

anniversary pending, most First Bap­
tist leaders declined to talk about Gre­
gory's charges or disputed them out­
right. 

"No one's going to say anything 
(officially) about it," says Tim 
Hedquist, the church's administrator. 
"We just don't have any comment." 

Ralph Pulley, vice chairman of the 
search committee that called Grego­
ry, stresses the church's focus is on 
honoring the Criswells' 50th anniver­
sary and celebrating the first anniver­
sary of its new pastor, O.S. Hawkins. 

"All of that is past history," Pulley 
says of Gregory's assertion that he 
had to quit because of Criswell's in­
transigence. 

But Criswell himself claims Gre­
gory is wrong. 

In a Fort Worth Star-Telegram sto­
ry, he insists he supported Gregory. 
"Before God, I did everything in my 
power to help him before, during and 
after what happened. I tried every­
thing." 
. And nobody welshed on a prom­
ise that Criswell would move out of 
Gregory's way "in a few months," 

• says Ken Stohner, secretary of the 
search committee that brought Grego­
ry to the church. 

"The committee itself never dis­
cussed that issue and never made that 
repres_entation to Joel," Stohner says. 

"That is a false premise he based 
his book on," adds Jack Pogue, 
Criswell' s business partner and one of 
the pastor's closest friends. 

Furthermore, Gregory knew the 
night he resigned that Criswell was on 
the way out, Pogue adds. He recounts 
a meeting he had with Gregory short­
ly before the resignation, in which 
Gregory enumerated his frustrations 
with Criswell. 

"I said to Joel, 'Let me go talk to 
Dr. Criswell and tell him about this 
meeting and tell him how you feel. ... 
Ifhe knows you want him out, he will 
be the first to say he· should move,"' 
Pogue says. He insists he had work- • 
ers lined up to move Criswell from the 
church office three days after Grego­
ry tendered his resignation and says . 
Gregory knew it. 

Gregory says Criswell and his sup­
porters are not telling the truth. 

"Dr. Criswell and those around 
him are giving a revisionist history 
-that people in the pew by the thou­
sands know is not the case," he says 
in response to his accusers. "They 
know that there wasn't supposed to be 
a four-year transition. I never would 
have gone under those conditions. I 
knew it would be dicey even trying it 
for a few months." 

He points to a 1989 letter in which 
Criswell promises to move his office 
to the church's Criswell College in 
exchange for a large financial gift, 
which .was made by the H.L. Hunt 
family. He also notes leaders in the 
church didn't deny their pledge of a 
short transition when he met with 
them a month before his resignation. 
And he claims Criswell would have 
validated their assertions the Sunday 
after the resignation if he had stepped 
down and moved his office. 

"All this is revisionism to protect 
Criswell's presence, power and posi­
tion," Gregory charges. 

Fourteen months after his resigna­
tion, Gregory and his wife, Linda, di­
. vorced, citing "long-term differences 
in our understanding of marital roles." 
The First Baptist debacle inflicted ag­
ony on them and their two sons. Last 
year, he made $120,000 less than his 
salary as First Baptist's pastor. He re­
married this summer, but he no long­
er preaches in huge Baptist venues. 
He's still looking for a church where 
he can worship without becoming a 
spectacle. 

But he claims the bungled transi• 
tion and failed pastorate inflicted the 
worst injury on First Baptist. 

"The loser was not Criswell or 
Gregory," he writes, "but the good 

- people of the church." 
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~~aptists ready Baptist volunteers assist Rwandan refugees· 
to he/!' in Haiti Continuedfrompage 1 . 

I' · · · • Rwanda, he operated for five hours m 
Continued from page 1 . . the Kigali hospital on a Tutsi who had 
of severe malnutrition," • Heady been macheted across the forehead. 
said ~Sept 16, two days before the, .·, Later, when he asked the nurses how 
arrival of U.S. troops: ''We had a .: the man was doing, he discovered 
4-year-old in last week who }; other nurses had pulled out his tubes 
weighed 16 pounds and a 3-year-' and allowed him to die because of his 
old yesterday who weighed 12" tribal heritage. 
pounds: The embargo has had a • Montacute heard many stories of 
devastating effect on the public." Baptists who had suffered because 
. The Southern Baptist Broth- ,.. . they put their faith above their tribe. 

erhood Commission and Foreigfr'\ He also heard one as-yet-uncon­
Missioh Board are working to " firmed report of a massacre in a Bap-
send at least 150 U.S. voluntre.rs tist church. One Tutsi Baptist pastor in 
to Haiti. First they'll distribute Rwanda was killed because he took in 
food to hungry Haitians. Addi0 - a Hutu pastor. 
tional teams may work ,in' m~;:. Meanwhile, Southern Baptists are 
cal care, water weµ repair;' water focusing their relief efforts on other 
purification and construction. . segments of the refugees outside the 

• Volunteers with disaster relief ,media spotlight. 
training who want to volunteer One of these places is Karagwe, 
for Haiti projects. should · call the Tanzania, where the 125,000 Rwan-
Brotherhood Commis.sion . at; dan refugees huddled in camps don't 
(800) 280-1891 or (901) 722: · even rate a dot on most news maps. 
3787. .. , . Karagwe is one of two places 

Financial contributions · for the where Southern Baptists fund and 
Haiti project may be sent to the staff relief operations for Rwandan 
hun\an needs department of the refugees. The other is in high-profile 
Foreign Mission Bo,!lfd, Box Goma, Zaire, where at least 800,000 
61671 Richtnond; • .Va. 23230" • • refugees battle for survival. 
0767 or to the Kentucky Baptist .. A team of Tanzanian Baptists, 
Convention. Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 

Board missionaries and volunteers 

The E.V. Hill Crusade 
Sponsored by the Paducah churches 

Monday-Friday 
Oct. 10-14 • 7 p.m. ccn 
Mid-America X-PO Center 

3200 Irvin Cobb Drive, Paducah 

Here's Hope rallies on Monday and Friday 

Alfred 
Anderson 

lincoln 
Bingham 

Raynarldo 
Henderson 

Bill 
Jaggers 

from the Florida Baptist Convention 
ministers to a variety of needs in the 
Karagwe camps. . 

. Southern Baptists aren't just pro­
viding tons of beans, com and cook­
ing oil; they're making sure the food 
gets to the neediest people. • 

The vital task of interviewing each 
refugee and getting accurate informa­
tion was assigned to Baptist Relief 
Services by the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees. The Bap­
tists hired and trained 40 Rwandans 
who had at least a fourth:grade edu­
cation. It took several weeks, but ev­
eryone in the camp is now document­
ed. When new arrivals clear the recep­
tion point, they are recorded too. 

The ecological wear-and-tear of 
refugee camps is immense. Already 
some people walk more than 15 miles 
daily to find firewood. 

So Baptists sponsored a competi­
tion among 10 men to see who could 
design and build the most efficient 
stove-using mud from termite hills .. 
The competitors helped pick the win­
ner. '!hen six men were hired to build 
two stoves in each camp zone for peo­
ple identified by the Baptist survey as 
"at risk" because of age or physical 
injury. 

People were encouraged to come 
to the demonstration and now thou-

sands of the stoves are in use-bum­
ing half the wood of conventional 
fires. 

The UNHCR provides each new 
arrival with a bottle of high-protein 
drink and high-protein wafers. Bap­
tists supplement that with water-of­
ten the first clean water the refugees 
have drunk for days. They also orga­
nize games to keep children enter­
tained. 

Compiled from Baptist Press reports 

Our school 
has spirit. 

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, we offer resources for 
lifelong spiritual growth. In required spirituality courses, students learn 
to deepen their own relationship with God and to be spiritual guides 
to others. This nurturing is just one way we're reinventing theological 
education to serve the church of tomorrow. , o) 

. . . . (._~'l':)'{"\' 

Bapnst Theological Serruruuy at Richmond; 
A New Semmary for Kentucky. 

P. 0. Box 9157 • Richmond, VA• 23227 • (804) 355-8135 

BUILDING BRIDGES Rwan­
dan refugees are always 
pleasantly shocked when a 
foreigner speaks their lan­
guage. And when, like mis­
sionary David Hooten 
(right), that foreigner says 
he and his family also had 
to 'flee their home in Rwan­
da, bonds are quickly es­
tablished. Hooten met a tra- -
ditional singer (left) while 
visiting a refugee camp in 
Tanzania. Hooten told his 
story and a testimony to 
the power of Jesus Christ, 
and the singer composed 
and performed a ballad tell­
ing the history of Rwanda's • 
civil war. (BP photo by 
Kevin Morley) 
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~ PEOPLE 
Executed killer will speak beyond the -grave 
Continued from page 1 
sin despite the Christian influence of 
his parents, members of Pilgrims Rest 
Baptist Church in Soddy Daisey. 

"My parents tried very hard," he 
said. "I would come in at 1 .. . 2 
o'clock in the morning ... and some­
times my mother would be kneeling 
at the couch praying for me. 

"I had every break in the world. 
We didn't come from a poverty-rid­
den family or ghetto or anything like 
that, where you could understand if 
anything went wrong. I had no good 
excuses. I had everything I needed. I 
had love and support ... a family. They 
took me to church and they tried to 
teach values to me. I just rebelled 
from an early age." 

Nethery's family spent execution 
eve at "Hospitality House," a lodge 
operated by Texas Baptist Men for 
families visiting prison inmates in the 
Huntsville, Texas, area. 

In contrast to the gloomy mood of 
his family, Nethery seemed upbeat 
the day prior to his execution. He said 
he had been comforted by the "peace 
and joy of Christ." 

- "Except for a few moments of 
anxiety or doubt, I've been ... it's been 
kind of indescribable ... been incredi­
ble, really ... a peace and joy. And I've 

• received a lot of support from family 

Our missions 
textbook. 

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, students don't just read 
about missions-they learn firsthand. A required Mission Immersion 
Experience places every student in the middle of missions, in settings 
from Zimbabwe to Appalachia. It's one more way we're reinventing 
theological education to serve the church of tomorrow. ;) 

. (__--j\{'~'f\'°' 

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond; 
A New Seminary for Kentucky 

P. 0. Box 9157 • Richmond, VA• 23227 • (804) 355-8135 
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and from friends." 
Nethery said that even though he 

had claimed God's forgiveness, he 
still felt guilt for taking McCarty's life 
and for all the suffering of the victim's 
family. 

"As soon as I think about the vic­
tim's family," he said, "how they 
would feel, it just makes me feel bad 
because I've put them through a lot." 

Nethery, who received two stays · 
of execution during his 13 years of 
incarceration, was asked if he had re­
quested God to save him from death. 

"No, no," he said. "I've probably, 
in the last few days, been tempted to. 
But I feel like even ifl did ask, or even 

• ifl didn't, if it's God's will for me to 
stay here for some reason, then I'm 
going to be here. Maybe he has some­
body I need to preach to. Or witness 
to. Maybe to comfort my family. Or 
who knows what. 

"I still feel like I've felt for years 
. . . that it would be like a selfish re­
quest ... because I don't really want to 
concentrate on my life at all." 

Nethery also said he had no quar- • 
rel with the death penalty. "It really is 

amazing to me how Bible scholars 
can read the same Bible that I read 
and say that God is totally against the 
death penalty," he said. 

Asked what advice he would give 
young people, Nethery said: "Well, I 
feel like the most important thing in 
life is to have that personal relation­
ship with God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And above anything, to make 
sure you have that intimacy." 

Videotapes of the Nethery pro­
gram may be purchased from the Ra­
dio & Television Commission by 
calli_ng (817) 737-4011. 

t Steeples & Q 
Jt1 Baptistries ~ 

j
l ! From the world's 
1

' largestmanufacturerof callorwritefor 
j ; • fiberg lass church products our free catalog I ,, 
j • •Streples •Krinklgfon• 1-800-5271-459 
1 t 8apt1stnes WindOWl P.0.Soa 1340 

,t:/~\ •LightedWall •Bapt1stryHeaters Hendtl\Oll,TX7S65J-l340 
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a "' · Church Buses 
New& Used 

:_ _ _ ./.-- ----. c -.= ~ -c c-o !I Metrotrans Corporation 
!.11111 IL A'· • , Brentwood, Tenn. 

Call Henry Headden 
(800) 370•6180 

---Available in 20', 22', 24' & 28' 12 to 41-Passenger Buses 

Come 
Joiri 
The 
r=un? 

-Saturday, October 8 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children is celebrating 
125 years of caring for children and you're invited to 

the birthday party! Bring a van load! Bring _a bus load! 
There'll be plenty of food, fellowship, and live 

entertainm~nt for the entire church family! 

Genesis Home 
Old Dublin Road 

Mayfield, Kentucky 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

LAST CHANCE!! 
This is KBHC's final 
125th Celebration event. 
Come be with us! 

•V~ Celebra~ 

KBHCY!~fe 
IIEIITUCllY IIAPTIIIT HOMES FOR CNILOllliN 
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BAPTISTS 
New SBC president calls for cooperative giving and ·1iving 
Continued from page 1 
to loose ourselves from some years 
ago, and it's not selling well on Main · 
Street." 

sage and the Peace Committee report, 
but they desire more openness, more 
of an opportunity to participate and 
know that they're heard. We must see 
that that trust is earned again and • 
kept." 

Trust has been the secret ingredi­
ent to the SBC' s success, Henry said. 
"And you trust only that which you 
cannot control." 

This kind of recommitrnent to trust 
must "find us talking with and not 
shouting at each other," Henry ex­
plained. "We have brothers and sis­
ters in Christ who have been unfairly 
judged and labeled because at some 
point they did not dot every 'i' nor 
cross every 't.' This intolerance has 
burned bridges rather than building 
them. It has caused anger, hostility 
and anxiety. This is not in the spirit ?f 

This trust is so deep that only "a 
few hundred" .Southern Baptist 
churches out of 39,000 have "opted 
out" as a result of the controversy, he 

- said. 
"But many churches stand on the 

brink. They're committed to Christ, 
his church and our conviction, enun­
ciated in the Baptist Faith and Mes-

You are cordially invited to Revival Services 
at Buechel Park Baptist Church with ... 

Keith Parks & Craig Loscalzo 
(Oct. 9, 10:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.) 

Also ... 
Reception for Parks 

Oct. 9, 5:00 p.m. 
In Fellowship Hall 

Buechel Park 
is located at 

2403 Hikes Lane 
Louisville, Ky. 

(2 blocks east of 
Bardstown Road) 

~~RATION 
DAY 

(Oct. 10-12, 7:00 p.m.) 

-- .... 

The Facultv, staff, and students of Cumberland 
College invite all high school seniors and their 
parents to this vear's First campus visitation dav. 

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 29. l 994 

For further information contact: 

Cumberland College 
Office of Admissions 
8 16 Wa lnut Street 

Wil liamsburg, KY 40769 
or co ll l -800-343- 1609 

Jesus Christ. We must recapture civil­
ity again." 

As one step toward rebuilding trust 
in the SBC, Henry announced all par­
liamentarians serving next summer's 
annual meeting in Atlanta will be 
Southern Baptists. 

Barry McCarty, a Church of Christ 
minister and professional parliamen­
tarian, has been the chief adviser on 
procedural rules during every annual 
meeting since 1986. Moderates have 
assailed both the expense of Mc­
Carty's contracts and their perception 
that he has empowered some presi­
dents to run roughshod over motions 
not favored by the SBC's conserva­
tive powerbrokers. 

HOMECOMING 
October 9, 1994 

Celebrating 35 years 

North View 
Baptist Church 

1742 Bryan Station Rd. 
Lexington, Ky 40505 

(606) 299-1596 

Henry based his message on Jere­
miah 29: 11-13, which says God has 
plans for his people to prosper and to 
have a hope and future. 

In the first three months of his 
presidency, Henry said, he has re­
ceived nearly 1,000 letters from 
Southern Baptists. He said a common 
theme of those letters is the question, 
"Is there any hope?" • 

"We do have a hope and a future," 
he declared, calling on Southern Bap­
tists.to remember, recommit and refo­
cus. 

Two Kentuckians on the Execu­
tive Committee said they deeply !lP­
preciated Henry's message. 

C.C. Brasher, pastor ofBriensburg 
Baptist Church in Benton, said he ap­
preciated Henry's call for increased 
support of the Cooperative Program. 
Brasher' s church has been a consis­
tent leader among Kentucky church­
es in Cooperative Program support: 

Terry Norris, minister of music at 
Sorgho Baptist Church in Owens­
boro, said he liked Henry's "spirit of 
cooperation and wanting to get on 
with God's work." . 

"It takes a boldness to come out 
and say that, and I really appreciate it. 
Certain issues have been addressed, 
and now it's time to get on with God's 
work," Norris said. • 

" Our most 
• important 
classroom. 

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, we prepare students for 
real-world minisoy. A year-long internship under the guidance of both 
a clergy member and a committee of laypeople brings all the resources 
of the faith community to the learning process. It's another way we're 
reinventing theological education to serve the church of tomorrow. ; ~ 

. (,~\{'':)',{\' 

Baptist Theological Serrrinary at Richmond : . I\ 
A New Serrrinary_for Kentucky 

· P 0. Box 9157 • Richmond, VA• 23227 • (804) 355-8135 

"We have brothers 
and sisters in 
Christ who have 
been unfairly 
judged-and labeled 
because at some 
point they did not 
dot every 'i' nor 
cross every 't.' 
This intolerance 
has burned bridges 
rather than • 
building them. It 
has caused anger, 
hostility and 
anxiety_. This is not 
in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ." 
SBC President Jim Henry 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 

Since Hurricane Hugo 
smashed the South 

Carolina coast five years 
ago last week, the 

American Red Cross has 
served 18 million meals 

to victims of disasters in 
the United States. Of 

those 18 million meals, 
80 percent were 

provided by Southern 
Baptist disaster relief 

volunteers. 
Source: Jim Williams, 

Brotherhood 
Commission president 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Taylor 
County Association elected David 
Henderson as moderator. 
■ CORBIN- Ross Halbleib has 
been named medical director for Bap­
tist Regional Medical Center. He pre­
viously was an attending pediatrician 
at the center and held the position of 
clinical assistant professor in the de­
partment of pediatrics at the Univer­
sity of Kentucky College of Medi­
cine. 
■ GILBERTSVILLE-Gilbertsville 
Cliurch celebrated its 101st home­
coming Sept. 18. Terry Sills, director 
of missions in Blood River Associa­
tion, was the guest speaker. • • 
■ LEXINGTON- Northview 
Church will celebrate its 35th anni­
versary homecoming Oct. 9. Call 
( 606) 299-1596 for more information. 

MISSIONS: Youth groups need­
ed in Atlanta, Orlando, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Boston, Toronto and Buf­
falo for 1995 summer mission 
projects. We provide meals, lodging, 
assignment. For more information, 
costs, call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth 
on Mission, Box 2095, Rocky Mount, 
NC 27802. (919) 985-4499. 

Northview Church ordained Dav­
id Hewitt to the ministry Sept. 18. He 
is pastor of Dallasburg Church in 
Wheatley. • 
■ LOUISVILLE-Carlisle A venue 
Church called Tommy Hellams of 
Williamston, S.C., as minister of mu­
sic. 

Keith Parks, missions coordina­
tor for the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship, will preach at Buechel Park 
Church Oct. 9. at 10:45 a.m. and 7 
p.m. There also will be a reception at 
the church at 5 p.m. 

Long Run Church celebrated its 
bicentennial homecoming Sept. 25. 
■ META- Meta Church licensed 
Keith Sands to the gospel ministry 
Aug. 7. He is a student at Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College. 
■ NICHOLASVILLE- Brookside 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

AVAILABLE: Full- and part-time 
sales positions with Christian radio 
stations. Experience not necessary. 
Central and northern Kentucky areas 
immediately available. Send resume • 
to Hammond Broadcasting, Inc., 
13297 Green Rd. , Walton, KY 41094. 

NEEDED: Minister of youth, mu­
sic- and education being sought by 
Calvary Baptist Church, 1001 Roun­
tree St., Hillsboro, IL 62049. Please _· 

FOR SALE: 1988 Eldorado 28-
passenger bus w/air/tag-air front and 
rear, low milage; $28,000. Call (502) • 
269-2504. 

NEEDED: Church custodian, 40 
hours/week, with benefits. Contact 
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville, 
(502) 451-3735. 

·mail resume to ' the attention of Dr. 
Ronald Rhodus. 

'I was naked and ye clothed me ••• ' 
How does one go about explaining the many 

dimensions of Oneida Baptist Institute? It is so 
unique. Why has God chosen to bless us andmeet 
our many needs? 

There is no easy answer to this question. Onei­
da simply goes about the Lord's business each 
day, trusting that our offering will be acceptable 
in his eyes. It has, from its very beginning, put the 
needs of young people first. We have never 
looked at our checkbook to decide if we were in a 
position to minister. 

A child comes to us in great need. 
Its parents cannot afford to pay the 
modest room, board and tuition. Many 
times the parents cannot even afford to 
give their child spending money. His­
torically, we know that when we ac­
cept this child there will be many more 
expenses than meals, housing and an 
education. Often we have to provide 
shoes at1d other clothing. Glasses may 
be needed and sometimes dental work. 
Needless to say, we encourage parents 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

"No." 
"Do you have shampoo, toothpaste, tooth­

brush, soap?" His reply was, "No." 
"Do you have paper -and pencil for school?" 

Again, "No." 
I asked the other brother if he had clothes. He 

had three other pairs of. pants, two extra pairs of 
socks, one pair of underwear and two extra shirts. 
He did not have personal items or school supplies. 

Though I felt sorry for the boys, I must con-
fess I rejoiced at the opportunity to meet their 

needs. I took the younger one to our 
storage area and was able to give him 
many of the items he and his brother 
lacked. I also called the dorms and told 
the deans to give them as many other 
items as they had in stock. 

or guardians to meet these needs, but W.F. Underwood 
often we are the ones who have to sup-

As I gave them toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, I thought of those who had 
provided them. I gave them socks, 
bookbags, paper and pencil, and my 
spirit rejoiced that there were those 
who had shared with us in order for us 
to minister. 

Last month as I became president, 
ply the funds . 

Meeting a person's need when he has one is 
what giving is all about. If we wait for a more 
convenient time, or when our resources are more 
plentiful, we will have missed the blessing and so 
will the person to whom we miilist~r. 

Recently two boys emolled and their mother 
told me she could not afford to pay anything for 
emollment. It was obvious from their appearance 
tha_t they did not have much. I asked the younger 
boy if he had any other clothing. He said he had 
one other pair of underwear and nothing else. I 
asked him if he had sheets and a pillow. He said , -

a new responsibility fell on my shoul­
ders. For the first time, I began to sign the letters 
that go to those who have supported our ministry. 
Attached to each letter is the contribution record 
of these people or groups. I must confess that tears 
came to my eyes as I saw how many years these 
wonderful people have supported this ministry. It 
is because of your support we are able to meet 
many needs. Y 011 have made these blessings pos­
sible. Thank you for helping us "clothe the na­
ked." 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Church called Daniel Mackey as 
youth minister. . 
■ OWENSBORO- Temple Hill 
Church ordained Morton Tanner as 
a deacon Aug. 28. 
■ PROSPECT- Sue Kersey, long­
time member of First Church, died 
recently. She was very active with 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
and Cedar Lake Lodge. A memorial 
service will be Oct. 2 at 3 p.m. at First 
Church. Russell Bennett, director of 
missions of Long Run Association, 
will deliver the message. Bill Han-

• cock, pastor of Highview Church, 
also will participate. • 
■ UNION- East Bend Church cele­
brated its 175th homecoming anni­
versary Sept. 25. 
■ VERSAILLES- Clover Bottom 
Church called Earl Bell as interim 
pastor. 
■ WEST PADUCAH- Harmony 
Church called Harley Dixon as inter­
im pastor. Dixon is a retired chaplain 
at Western Baptist Hospital. 

FOR SALE: 2 chair caddies­
$75 each; 1 round and 2 rectangle ta­
ble caddies- $70 each. Call Mel­
bourne Heights Baptist Church, (502) 
454-4681 . 

WANTED: All trades needed for 
remodeling. Steady work, competi­
tive pay, full benefits available. In­
sured subcontractors also needed. 
Call (502) 267-4222. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, • 
exit 81', Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 
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Modeling missions in tbe mountains 
Missionary in residence Mal­

colm Hester recently told the cam­
pus Brotherhood, "Role models 
help us implement the gospel in a 
practical way." 

Hester came to Clear Creek in 
July on furlough from Korea. His 
classes in missions, New Testament 
and eschatology are one way he 
models missions in the mountains. 

A native of Alabama, Hester 

teachers talk more. The oriental 
method of modeling is especially ef­
fective where language is a barrier. 

Although he sees similarities 
with teaching ministerial students 
in America, Hester notes that Ko­
rean culture has a higher esteem for 
education. It is rare for a Korean 
minister to be ordained until hav­
ing completed formal theological 
training. 

earned a BA from Sam- Capital Seminary is 
ford University. While CLEAR CREEK much like Clear Creek, 
there he met Bren_da CHRONICLE howeve!, because of i_ts 
Jones, a mathematics emphasis on adult edu-
major from Talladega. cation. The An Yang 
They were married Dec. school has the only night 
27, 1970, and have four program in the country, 
children. He received b!*l'-~111!! providing the opportuni-
his PhD from Southern llf%,llii%l:~ ty for students to attend 
Seminary in 1981. after work. Hester sees 

The can · to foreign the same motivation in 
missions came while he Clear Creek students 
was_ pastor o~ Spray Bill Whittaker wh? are oft~n ~ursuin_g 
Baptist Church m Eden, _______ therr education m add1-
N.C. In 1985 the family tion to heavy family and 
• moved from a mill town pastorate employment obligations. 
to a mission language school in . Learning by doing has been a 
Seoul, Korea. In 1987 he became , unique characteristic of Clear 
assistant professor at Korea Baptist Creek. Hester has found a natural 
Theological Seminarx in Taejon setting in which to serve as a role 
and later acting president of Capi- model and point others to the mas- . 
tal Baptist Theological Seminary. ter role model. 

In oriental culture, "Elders serve Written by Mike York, campus 
as role models who lead by exam- workship writer 
pie. They tend to talk less and do Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
more," Hester said. Western culture Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
values verbal expression more and Ky. 40977 



PEOPLE 
Missionaries face loss-, look for hop.e far from home 
By Julie Nall 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- Dana 
Nottingham was living her lifetime 
dream- serving alongside her hus­
band as a missionary to Burkina Faso 
in west Africa. • 

Then, in what seemed the twin­
kling of an eye, her world shattered. 

Everything was gone- her house, 
her friends, her new language and cul­
ture, her calling. But all that paled in 
comparison to the greatest grief of all: 
the loss of her husband, Barry. 

The Nottinghams, from Texas, 
completed nine months of language 
study in France and their first year of 
service in Burkina Faso as Southern 
Baptist missionaries ~ith the Foreign 
Mission Board. Then Barry fell ill 
with hepatitis Oct. 21, 1989. He died 
two days later. 

Nottingham returned to the United 
States with her three children, ages 
10, 7, and 1. 

"I hated what grief did to me- the 
constant sorrow, the being over­
whelmed by the simplest of tasks, the 
uncertainty of what God was about," 
she said. "I needed to find out if God 
really keeps his promises. Ifhe didn't, 
I wasn't going to make it." 

Gradually, Nottingham discovered 
a God she never really had known 
before. 

"When my life totally crumbled, · 
God put it back together piece by 
piece in a whole new way, full of new 
hopes and dreams," she said. 

She met Bryan Bullington, a 
former "missionary kid" from Africa, 
and they married in October 1990. 
Today she's back in Africa, where 
they serve as FMB missionaries in 
Namibia. 

Far away from family and friends 

in the United States, foreign mission­
aries may feel overwhelmed when 
dealing with the death of a loved one 
or other personal tragedy. 

The ways missionaries deal with 
personal tragedy and grief are as dif­
ferent as their experiences. Family 
members die from diseases, acci­
dents, occasionally even murder over­
seas. Some missionaries decide to 
stay or return to the mission field af­
ter such losses. Others choose to re-

. turn to the United States. Many admit 
they do not understand the reasons for 
such tragedies, but they believe God 
remains in control of the situation. 

The death of Ted and Sue Lind­
wall's oldest son, Tim, sent them 
through times of faith and patience, 
love and sorrow. The Lindwalls serve 
as missionaries in Guatemala. 

Tim, 36, a vibrant Christian and a 
chaplain for a police department in 
Texas, died from Hodgkin's disease 
Sept. 18, 1993. 

"Sorrow remains, and will do so 
until our final glorious family re­
union," Lindwall said. "In all of the 
trials, we felt God's strength and 
blessing .... We do not ask why Tim's 
death was necessary, but we do ask 
what should be done as a result of it." 

They are waiting for the answer. 
Who comforts grieving missionar­

ies? Fellow Christians and mission 
colleagues often reach out with open 
arms, seeking to sympathize and of­
ten being comforted in return. This 
proved true for missionaries Wayne 
and Elinor Pennell, who served in In­
donesia for 21 years before transfer -
ring to the Philippines. 

When their oldest son, Mark, was 
in graduate school in 1983, he came 
to Indonesia for the summer. After a 
day with friends, h~ was hit by a truck 
and killed while riding home on a 

TALL HUG When fellow missionary Roger 
Grossman comes to the Baptist mission 
office in Guatemala City, Judy Billings takes 
advantage of the situation to get a "tall 
hug." She explains that she doesn't get 
many "tall hugs" since her husband, Herb, 
who was 6-foot-11-inches tall, died in 
1988. (BP photo by Warren Johnson) 

motor scooter. 
Missionaries and Indonesian -

friends heard about the accident and 
rushed to the hospital. Looking back 
on that time of shock, confusion, grief 
and loss, the Pennells also remember 
the warmth and love that surrounded 
them. 

Friends handled the police report. 
Their house helper and two pastors' 
wives prepared Mark' s body for buri­
al, required within 24 hours in Indo­
nesia. Other friends made funeral ar­
rangements. Church w,omen decorat­
ed the simple wooden casket with sat-

in and garlands. Others notified peo­
ple in Indonesia and around the world 
of Mark's death. 

"At a time when it was hard to find 
reason to praise the Lord, we could let 
the Psalms express praise for us," 
Mrs. Pennell sajd. "Mark had brought 
a greeting card with him which a 
friend said he bought just before he 
came." Verses quoted on the card 
were from Isaiah 61: "He has sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted ... to 
comfort all who mourn." · 

When Elizabethtown natives Ri­
chard and Carmela Bartels' 2-year­
old daughter, Victoria Rose, drowned 
Nov. 23, 1991, grief came with sud­
den intensity. 

"I thank God for the shock we 
went into automatically," Mrs. Bartels 
said. "It buffered us from the pro­
found grief at first and gave us oppor­
tunities to minister to those who were 
trying to share our grief." 

But after the Bartelses returned to 
mission work in Benin two months 
later, Mrs. Bartels was overcome with 
sadness and hopelessness as she tried 
to organize Victoria's toys and 
clothes. It grew to an overwhelming 
crescendo before gradually subsiding 
after the first anniversary of Victoria's 
death. 

"I no longer wanted comfort- I 
wanted Victoria," she said. 

A missionary friend told her not to 
be afraid of what she felt. So each day 
she went to her room to pray, read her 
Bible and meditate. She spent time 
with the Lord, seeking his comfort 
and asking him why. 

"I was especially comforted as the 
Lord revealed the depth of his love to 
me," she said. "I gave my sorrow, an­
ger and bitterness to Jesus. He took it, 
destroyed it, comforted me and gave 
me peace, joy and hope." 

Missionary kid's autism reveals new ministry opportunity 
By Betty Poor 
SBC·Foreign Mission Board 

SALTO, Uruguay (BP)- What 
does a mother do when her 18-month 
old son suddenly stops speaking, and 
can no longer ·drink from a cup or 
hold a spoon? 

What does she do when it happens 
on the mission field~nly six months 
after her arrival as a new missionary?_ 

Southern Baptist missionary Irace­
ma Kunkel in Uruguay faced that cri­
sis with her husband, Tim, and their 
two older children. 

At first they assumed- and were 
told by doctors- that their son Steven 
suffered simply from "culture shock." 
Mrs. Kunkel is Brazilian-born and 
speaks Portuguese as her native lan­
guage. Her husband, from Oakland, 
Calif., speaks English. When the fam­
ily came to Uruguay after appoint­
ment by the Foreign Mission Board 
in 1990, they were immersed in a 
thin~ culture and yet another lan­
guage: Spanish. 

:But then Steven's real problem 
was diagnosed: autism, a severely in­
capacitating developmental disability 
caused by physical disorders in the 
brain. 

"I didn't accept Steven's autism 
when lfirst found out," Mrs. Kunkel 

admitted. "I went through a denial 
stage and had grieving times." 

When the shock subsided, though, 
. she began studying about the prob­
lem, and turned what could have been · 
a family tragedy into an opportunity 
for ministry. 

First she searched for other autis-
. tic children in Saito, the northwestern 
Uruguayan city where the Kunkels 
work in evangelism and church plant­
ing. She found 62 parents of autistic 
children who needed help. 

For five years, the parents had 
been trying to start a school for autis­
tic children; their children weren't ac­
cepted in regular schools. 

"They asked me to talk to their 
group, and I .opened with Jeremiah 
33:3: 'Call to me and I will answer 
you and tell you great and unsearch­
able things you do not know,"' Mrs. 
Kunkel said. 

"I told them I was shocked with 
the news about Steven, but that God 
had given me peace, and I knew he 
had a plan in t1'is. No one else there 
was an evangelical Christian." 

They had not been a support group 
before- their meetings were strictly 
business. But the missionary soon 
changed that. 

Sh~ invited the other parents to her 
home, and about 15 came to the first 

meeting. She began teaching them 
what she had learned through books, 
articles and videos__:__sent by the FMB 
and ari American doctor- about 
teaching and communicating with au­
tistic children. • 

She focused on "facilitated ·com­
munication," a technique irr which a 
"facilitator" supports the hand of an 
autistic person, enabli!'lg him to tap 
letters on a keyboard or specially de­
signed cardboard alphabet. 

The parents have reported encour­
aging benefits. One 16-year-old autis­
tic daughter also is blind, but her 
mother has learned to treat her like an 
adolescent rather than a 5-)ear-old. 
The daughter is much happier and 

' behaves better. The mother of a 13-
year-old autistic girl once did every-
thing for her. Now the girl is learning 
to do things for herself. -

Until she 1eft for a furlough in 
June, Mrs. Kunkel met with the par­
ents every Tuesday hight. She prayed 
for each of the children and their fam­
ilies and told them God loves them. 

Mrs. Kunkel believes her ministry 
in Saito has only begun. When the 
Kunkels'" return there next June, she 
hopes to use new training and experi­
ence gained on furlqugh to help the 
parents of autistic children fulfill their 
dream of a special school. 

"I gave my sorrow, 
anger and 
bitterness to 
Jesus. He took it, 
destroyed it, 
comforted me and 
gave me peace, joy 
and hope." 
Kentucky native Carmela 
Bartels, on the death of 
her 2-year-old daughter 
on the mission field 

NEW OPPORTUNITY 
Southern Baptist mission­
ary lracema Kunkel holds 
her son Steven, now 5, at 
their home in Saito, Uru­
guay. Just six months after 
the missionary family ar­
rived on Uruguay, Steven 
was afflicted with autism. 
To help herself cope, the 
missionary mom looked for 
other parents of autistic 
children and found a tre­
mendous opportunity for 
ministry. (BP photo by 
Wally Pow) 
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GEORGETOWN COLLEGE STUDENTS HONE 
MISSIO·N SKILLS AS SUMMER SERVANTS 

Beckie Rasdall 
Hometown: Smiths Grove, 
Ky. 

' ii Home church: Smiths 
Grove Baptist Church 
Class year: Junior 

Major: Secondary education 
Where served this summer: Arizona 
Responsibilities during your summer 
mission experience: Led Vacation Bible 
Schools and youth ministry; served as 
pianist and soloist. 
What you enjoyed most: Playi!)g with the 

. children and representing my Christian 
faith. 
What you learned that will benefit you 
most: To enjoy all the gifts God has given 
me and appreciate all of my surroundings. 
One moment this summer that stands out 
in your mind: Leading a boy to Christ and 
comforting him as he cried .. 
What you would do differently next year: 
I would like to be a youth minister for one 
church. 
Advice for students considering a summer 
missions expe~ience: Let God use you and 
open your eyes to God's blessings. 
~~--

Tony Shouse 
Hometown: Whitesville, Ky. 
Home church: New Panther 
Creek Baptist Church 

• Class year: Junior 
Major: Religion 

Where served this summer: In Kentucky as 
part of the Georgetown Summer Team. 
Responsibilities during your summer • 
mission experience: Preached several 
weekend revivals, and helped with music 
and counseling at camps. 
What you enjoyed most: Working with 
the youth and adults. • 
What you learned that will benefit you 
most: I learned a lot about how to improve 
myself as a speaker and also how to deal 
with different personalities. 
One moment this summer that stands out 
in your mind: A young boy I had become 
close to made a profession of faith along 
with his brother during one of our Sunday · 
morning services. 
Advice for students considering a summer 
• missions experience: Let God lead you in 
whatever you do: He will guide your path 

. and never let you down. 

LI•• Beckie Rasdall shares in the fun with children on 
their last day of Vacation Bible School in Arizona. 

Dean Warner signs autographs in India after 
a basketball game. "I was an American who 
played basketball; that was enough 
for them," he said. 

Dean Warner 
Hometown: Union, Ky. 
Home church: .Big Bone 
Baptist Church 
Class year: Senior 
Major: Business 

administration/communication arts 
Where served this summer: India 
Responsibilities during your summer 
mission experience: Played basketball for 
Athletes in Action where sports are used 
as a platform to share the Gospel. • 
What you enjoyed most: I prayed with four 
boys to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. 
What you learned that will benefit you 
most: Patience, understanding of others, 
and that God is in control. 
One moment this summer that stands out 
in your mind: The entire India experience. 
What you would do differently next year: 
Commit sooner. • 
Advice for students considering a summer 
missions experience: If God calls you, 
respond to His call. Don't let an 
experience of a lifetime slip out of 

· your grasp. 

Pam Maffet 
Hometown: Frankfort, Ky. 
Home church: Buck Run 
Baptist Church 
Class year: Senior 
Major: Mf1th 

Where served this summer: Blackwater, 
Australia ' 
Responsibilities during your summer 
mission experience: Worked with the 
youth in Blackwater. 
What you enjoyed most: Seeing Australia, 
learning about the culture and getting to 
know the people. 
What you learned that will benefit you 
most: How to really trust God in all 
situations. 
One moment this summer that stands out 
in your mind: Sharing the plan of salvation 
for the first time with youth on a retreat. 
Advice for students considering a summer 
missions experience: I have participated in 
summer missions for four summers and 
have learned something different each 
time. I wouldn't trade my experiences for 
anything. Summer missions is something I 
would recommend to everyone. Pam Maffet spent th_e_s_u_m_m_e_r_w_o'--:;~th . L ________________ _ 

children in Blackwater, Australia. 

GEORGETOWN B
. eckie, Tony, Dean and Pam are just four of the 55 Georgetown 

College students who ministered this summer at home and abroad 
as youth leaders, camp counselors and Christian envoys in Russia, 

Australia, India, Israel, Africa, Florida, Arizona, Alabama, Ohio, Utah, 
South Carolina and Kentucky. 

C O L . L E ·G E 
GEORGETOWN, KENTUCKY 

1 - 800-788-9985 
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