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Aizheimer’s help
Churches and Christians
face vast opportunities to
minister to patients with
Alzheimer’s Disease and
their families,
participants in a recent
seminar said.

See pages 1,7 & 9.

First female elected
Trustees of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary
elected the first female
professor in the theology
school, but only after she
gave assurances she
was under authority of
two males—the
seminary president and
her husband.

See page 2.

Help in the east

Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children has
announced plans in
conjunction with two

associations to provide -

new services in Eastern
Kentucky. See page 3.

Family Forum

Many singles do not
realize the negative
influence resentment has
on their self-esteem and
spiritual life. But
resentment
contaminates our lives
much as an oil spill
contaminates a beautiful
beach. See page 4.

Editorial

Jimmy Carter’s virtues
are making a difference
worldwide. See page 5.

Point-Counterpoint

Is it OK for Christians to
celebrate Halloween?
See page 6.
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Church gives
more than asked
to partnership

CAMPBELLSVILLE—
Members of Friendship Baptist
Church near Campbellsville re-
cently disagreed with their pas-
tor, and he’s happy about it.

The small rural church which
never has had a full-time pastor
determined the pastor’s vision
for participating in the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s partnership
with Russian Baptists wasn’t big
enough.

He had asked the church to
give $1,000 to help build, restore
or renovate a church building in

to give $5,000 instead.

“I thought too small,” said
Pastor Fred Miller. “It’s wonder-
ful when the people think and
dream bigger than the pastor.”

In addition to the $5,000 con-

for two years to help support a
Russian missionary who will
start new Sunday schools.

Now members are working
toward sending some of their
own as volunteers to help build
the church they’re supporting fi-
nancially, Miller said. “I truly
believe this could change our
church forever.”

Just 18 months ago, the
church had only a few hundred
dollars in the bank, said Treasur-

1 O See Church gives more ..., page 3

Russia. The congregation voted

tribution, Friendship Baptist
Church will give $5 per month

Alzheimer’s creates new ministry needs

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOUISVILLE—AIlzheimer’s Dis-
ease, often termed “the funeral that
never ends,” has created a unique
mission field for Christians and their
churches, speakers said at a four-day
symposium on the topic.

The Oct. 9-12 conference, spon-
sored by Louisville Presbyterian
Seminary, drew pastors, chaplains
and laypeople from several denomi-
nations and six states.

Alzheimer’s Disease is a progres-
sive, degenerative brain illness that
affects 4 million Americans and
touches 19 million family members.
Unless a cure is found, Alzheimer’s
is expected to afflict 14 million peo-
ple by 2050.

One reason the disease has created
a unique mission field: More than 70
percent of Alzheimer’s patients still
live at home, cared for by family and
friends.

Patients’ families face the stress of
emotional depletion, guilt, loss of
hope and feelings of abandonment,
speakers said. And because the dis-
ease is so debilitating, seminar partic-
ipants said it challenges simple con-
cepts of the Almighty.

“As Americans, we’re taught we
have power over everything,” said
James Phillips, a longtime pastor and
former missionary to Japan. “This
makes us look at God’s power.”

“Too many people have a magical
concept of God,” added David Wen-
troble, who works in a nursing home
in Connecticut. “Faith evangelists
say, ‘If you have enough faith, heal-

ing will come.” People expect a light-
ning bolt of healing in a case like this
and it doesn’t always happen.”

The conference was led by Nancy
Ramsay, professor of pastoral theolo-
gy at Louisville Presbyterian Semi-
nary, and Kathryn Barlow Westmo-
reland, chaplain at Llanfair Retire-
ment Community in Cincinnati. They
led participants through discussions
on theological and spiritual issues af-
fecting Alzheimer’s
patients.

Using a case study
of a couple named
Carl and Ruth, partic-
ipants explored reac-
tions to tﬁe pain that f une ral
afflicts many fami- +1, ¢ =
lies. The example in-
volved a woman
whose husband of 53
years no longer re-
members her, their
children or anything
else of the past.

“I never dreamed our lives would
end this way,” she told a neighbor.
“Pm still married, but my husband is
gone.”

Some of this woman’s feelings in-
clude:

I Abandonment. Famlly members
stopped coming by and friends quit
offering dinner invitations. Although
Carl had been Sunday school super-
intendent 25 years, church officers
only visit quarterly to offer Commun-
ion and a bulletin.

§ Embarrassment. Carl mistook
his daughter for his wife several times
and said inappropriate things to her.

0 Fear. Ruth seemed to be hanging.

........

and resurrection

did not marry

the Apostle Thomas

Catholic Church

Stacks of Bibles but shortage of knowledge
The Barna Research Group recently asked Americans

what they knew about the Bible. Here are some of

the most off-base answers.

B The entire Bible was written several decades after Jesus’ death

B The name of Noah’s wife was Joan of Arc

M Jesus Christ never married because he was a pnest and priests
'l The New Testment lncludes the Book of Thomas, written by

W Jesus Christ was related to King David
B The Bible teaches that money is the root of all evil

B The Apostle Peter was the first pope of the Roman

Correct Answers: The Bible was written over a period of thousands of years, with all of the Old Testament
written well before Christ’s birth and the youngest New Testament book written within the first century A.D.
Noah’s wife is not named in the Bible, but Joan of Arc was a Christian martyr who lived hundreds of years after
Christ. The Jewish priests of Jesus’ day did marry, but Jesus was not a priest. There is no New Testament
book of Thomas, although there is a non-cannonical book called the Gospel of Thomas. Jesus was a
descendant of David’s line. The Bible teaches that the /ove of money is the root of all evil. Roman Catholics
trace the papacy to Peter, but Protestants claim this view is not biblically correct.
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Alzheimer’s Disease:

on to control by a thread and each day
came closer to feeling overwhelmed.
She questioned her ability to hang on
and the reality of her faith.

While meant to stimulate discus-

‘sion, the case study hit home with

those who work in the field.

“A lot of people ask if it’s OK to
pray that (their loved one) die,” said
Georgine Buckwalter, director of pas-
toral care for Presbyterian Homes and
Services of Ken-
tucky. “They say,
‘I’m not sure how to
pray or what to
feel: 2t

“I spent a night
with a woman who
asked questions like
this,” echoed Robert
Schmeiser of North
Manchester, Ind.
“She said, ‘Pastor, is
there evil or death in
me? Is evil taking me
over and making me say things I
wouldn’t normally?””

“You have an image of what hell
is all about,” added Lawrence Noir, a
Presbyterian minister from Fairmont,
W.Va. “There’s no closure, and it’s
like a burning fire that never goes
out.”

Ramsay pointed out that Alzhe-
imer’s, like other developmental dis-
abilities such as Down’s Syndrome,
casts a new light on the biblical de-
scription of humans being “created in
God’s image.”

The disease also “invites us to re-
think what it means to be the church—
to be with those who are no longer
[ See Conference explores ..., page 7

Report calls
for values to
fight hunger

WASHINGTON (BP)—A resto-
ration of values will help the fight
against hunger and violence, the pres-
ident of Bread for the World said in
releasing the organization’s annual
report on world hunger.

In the report, Bread for the World
described hunger as “one piece of a
complex of interrelated social ills”
and identified five main causes of
hunger: violence, powerlessness, |
poverty, environmental overload and
discrimination.

“We need values—at the family '
level, yes—but also at the communi-
ty, national and international levels,”
said President David Beckmann.
“Value-driven action to reduce hun-
ger will also reduce violence. Vio-
lence and hunger breed each other,
both in U.S. cities and in countries
such as Haiti and Somalia.”

While he expressed a hesitancy to
accept a strong statistical correlation
between hunger and violence, a
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission consultant welcomed Bread
for the World’s emphasis on values.

“Hunger is a problem of the heart,

.......

.......

13 See Values urged to ..., page 8



Southwestern elects 1st female to faculty

FORT WORTH, Texas—Trustees
of Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary hired the first female pro-
fessor in the theology school last
week, but only after she gave assur-
ances she was under the authority of
two males—the seminary president as
a faculty member and her husband in
her home.

" 7The seminary’s new president, Ken
‘Hemphill, also answered some trustee
concerns about electing a woman to the
post by noting she would teach church
history, not theology.

Karen O’Dell Bullock, who will
be an assistant professor of church
history, has been teaching on the sem-
inary’s adjunct faculty. Other women
also have taught in adjuct positions,
but Bullock is the first to be given an
elected faculty post.

Bullock, 41, is a graduate of the
University of North Texas and earned
master of divinity and doctor of phi-
losophy degrees at Southwestern.

She and Stephen Stookey, who
also has been an adjunct faculty mem-
ber and was elected an instructor in
church history, had been recommend-
ed to the trustees for election last
March. That recommendation was
deferred, however, as trustees moved
to fire President Russell Dilday.

During the Oct. 17-18 trustee
meeting, seminary trustees heralded
the beginning of the Hemphill era.
The new president said his first con-
cern is to “anchor everything in
prayer” because “one of our tenden-
cies is to try to do supernatural work
in natural power.”

In other business, trustees:

0 Elected Hemphill to the faculty
as professor of evangelism and
church growth.

0 Responded to two motions from

the 1994 Southern Baptist Conven- .

tion, agreeing to reject funds from the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and
doubling the amount of tuition a stu-

“Now, let’s see, ... where were we? ... Oh yes, When baptizing by immersion,
one must make sure the convert fully understands the symbolism of
his or her act with Christ’s death and resurrection. See further under
Christology, page 287. ... Let's go there and check that out, shall we?”
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dent will pay if his or her church of
membership does not support the Co-
operative Program.

0 Heard reports that the seminary
finished its 1993-94 fiscal year in the
black, with a $401,000 surplus.

U Established three new professo-
rial chairs named for W.A. Criswell,
pastor of First Baptist Church of Dal-
las; Jimmy Draper, president of the
SBC Sunday School Board; and mis-
sionary Rebekah Naylor.

I Voted to give B.H. Carroll
Awards to Ralph and Bess Smith of
Austin, Texas, and John and Cynthia
Thomas of Dallas.

- B 'Voted to drop a proposed admin-
istrative realignment suggested by
Dilday.

B Approved previously deferred
tenure for professors Robert Ellis,
Michael Cox, David Music and James
Spivey.

Compiled from Baptist Press and As-
sociated Baptist Press reports

Midwestern
names search
committee,
delays tenure

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (ABP)—
Trustees of Midwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary kicked off a search
for a new president and delayed a ten-
ure vote on two faculty members at
their Oct. 17-18 meeting.

They also voted to proceed with
plans for an $850,000 family life cen-
ter to be built on the campus in Kan-
sas City, Mo., and endorsed a sever-
ance agreement with former theology
professor Bill Stancil, whom the
board denied tenure in 1993.

The trustees adopted a presidential
search process and named a seven-
member committee to seek a replace-
ment for Milton Ferguson who plans
to retire in July 1996.

The search committee will be
chaired by the board’s chairman,
Lewis Adkinson of Colorado Springs,
Colo. Other members are Tim Harvey
of Byron, Ga.; Tony Mattia of
Wamego, Kan., Richard Proctor of
Wynne, Ark.; Ronnie Rogers of Hot
Springs, Ark.; Stoney Shaw of St.
Louis, Mo., and Dennis Wood of
Tempe, Ariz.

After a two-hour executive session

Oct. 18, trustees voted unanimously
to extend teaching contracts through
the academic year for Larry McKin-
ney, assistant professor of biblical
studies, and James Hines, assistant
professor of religious education and
church administration, and to consid-
ér recommending them for tenured
positions next April. Both teachers
were eligible to be recommended for
tenure this year.

Discussion of a severance agree-
ment between the trustee executive
committee and Stancil went on for two
hours behind closed doors Oct. 17.
Afterward, trustees adopted a motion
endorsing the severance but stipulat-
ing that it is “provided solely on the
basis of compassionate needs associ-
ated with family medical problems.”

Amendment
proposed to
Texas report

FORT WORTH, Texas
(ABP)—A Fort Worth pastor is
offering a compromise for a con-
troversial proposal that has divid-
ed Texas Baptists over whether
gifts to the moderate Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship should be
counted as “Cooperative Pro-
gram” gifts.

Michael Dean, pastor of
Travis Avenue Baptist Church in
Fort Worth, has announced he
plans to offer the amendment
when the proposal is presented
Oct. 31 at the Texas annual meet-
ing.
A study committee has been
examining Texas Baptists’ han-
dling of the Cooperative Pro-
gram, Southern Baptists’ central-
ized budget for state, national
and international causes. The
committee’s recommendation
would recognize as “Texas Co-
operative Program” those contri-
butions given in any of three
ways:

I Gifts to the Texas conven-
tion’s budget and the Southern
Baptist Convention budget.

1 Gifts to the Texas conven-
tion’s budget only.

I Gifts to the Texas conven-
tion’s budget and “‘other world-
wide Baptist causes,” including
the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, SBC agencies, Baptist
World Alliance and others.

Dean’s amendment would
eliminate the third option. A sep-
arate proposal would allow the
state convention to process gifts
to other Baptist causes but would
not label them “Texas Coopera-
tive Program.”

Cecil Ray, chairman of the
study committee which made the
recommendation, said the
amendment would provide Tex-
as Baptists with the same provi-
sions as the committee report but
with alternative titles.

“I think there is greater
strength in maintaining coopera-
tive giving under one general
heading of ‘Texas Cooperative
Program,’” Ray said. “I person-
ally prefer keeping it under the
title of ‘Cooperative Program’
and believe in the long run it will
better serve Texas Baptists.”

David Currie, coordinator of
Texas Baptists Committed,
which has pushed approval of the
committee report, said Dean’s
proposal “is still an effort to leave
a wedge in how we respect the
gifts of local churches.”

“This proposed amendment
does not respect gifts equally. It
creates a separate but equal doc-
trine, which in America we con-
sider unconstitutional. And I
would consider un-Baptistic,”
Currie said.

John Hatch, who drafted a
minority report from the study
committee, was unavailable for
comment on Dean’s proposal.




Partnership brings services to Pikeville

PIKEVILLE—A partnership with
two associations will allow Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children to open
offices for three of its services in East-
ern Kentucky by the first of next year,
according to Curtis Mooney, presi-
dent of the childcare agency.

In partnership with Pike and En-
terprise Baptist associations, a build-
ing is being constructed just off High-
way 23 in the Harold community near
Pikeville. When completed, it will
house offices for Cornerstone Coun-
seling, First Step Pregnancy Counsel-
ing and Adoption and family foster
care ministries.

“We are so excited to see this
building going up,” said Carl Boyd,
director of missions for Pike Associa-
tion. “It has long been a dream of ours
to be able to provide these kinds of
desperately needed services for the
children and families of Eastern Ken-
tucky.”

The building is being financed pri-
marily through private donations,
Boyd said.

A non-profit corporatlon has been

formed to construct and furnish. the
building. The corporation then will
lease the facility to Pike and Enter-
prise associations for $1 per year. The
associations in turn will make the
space available to Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children, which will oper-
ate the programs.

“This is a very special partner-
ship,” said Arnold Turner, a Prestons-
burg businessman working on the
project. “Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children has the know-how and will-
ingness to help, but the leadership for
a project like this must come from the
local area. This is truly an example of
Eastern Kentuckians reaching out to
help each other, and I am proud to be
a part of it.”

Mooney said his agency is equally
thrilled.

“Eastern Kentucky has been one
of the areas we have wanted to move
into with more direct services for a
long time,” he said. “We have, of
course, served children from Eastern
Kentucky in our other programs, but
this gives us a special opportunity to

minister to needs in the area in a way

that we’ve never had before.”

The three programs to be housed
in the facility are branches of an
emerging statewide network operated
by Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren.

Cornerstone Counseling offers
professional counseling for individu-
als and families. Offices already are
open in Ashland, Bowling Green, Er-
langer, Frankfort, Hopkinsville, Lon-
don, Madisonville and Pineville.

The family foster care program re-
cruits, trains and provides ongoing
support to families willing to provide
homes for children in need. Foster
care offices already are established in
Louisville and Madisonville.

First Step Pregnancy Counseling
and Adoption Service helps birth par-
ents who are facing unplanned preg-
nancies, whether they choose to keep
the child or place the child for adop-
tion. The service also helps families
who would like to adopt children.
First Step’s other office is in Louis-
ville.

Henry Gounty passes Cedarmore resolution

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Messengers to Henry County Bap-
tist Association’s Oct. 14 annual
meeting passed a resolution opposing
the sale of Cedarmore Baptist Assem-

bly, which is located within the asso-

ciation’s geographical region.

Cedarmore is one of two camps
owned and operated by the Kentucky
Baptist Convention Executive Board.

Although no official decision has
been made to sell the camp, an Exec-
utive Board work group has been
studying what to do with Cedarmore
and Jonathan Creek Assembly for
several years. The work group is to
report its findings to the Executive
Board Dec. 12.

One part of that report is to call for

appointment of an Executive Board
committee “to develop a strategy for
making an orderly transition from the
ownership and management of both
Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek to the
ownership and management of
Jonathan Creek.” This “transition
committee” would be asked to report
back to the Executive Board within
one year.

Barry Allen, KBC business divi-
sion director, said this is not a recom-
mendation to sell Cedarmore. =

“There is no motion coming to sell
Cedarmore. There is no motion com-
ing to dispose of Cedarmore,” he said.
“If the motion is passed, the inevita-
ble result is that the KBC would no
longer own and operate Cedarmore,
but Cedarmore may continue to ex-
ist.”

The Western Recorder plans to
publish a package of articles in late
November outlining the discussion
about what the KBC should do with
its two assemblies and alternatives for
maintaining a camping program with-
out owning Cedarmore.

Among the primary concerns cit-
ed by KBC leadership about Cedar-
more are its financial drain on the
state convention and its draw from a
limited geographic region.

But the Henry County resolution
urges the Executive Board to “place a
higher value on Cedarmore’s minis-
try than on its financial need to break
even.”

The resolution also declares the
fate of Cedarmore is so significant
that it should be decided by messen-
gers to the KBC annual meeting.

Six new missionaries have Kentucky ties

RICHMOND—Three couples
with Kentucky ties were appointed to
mission service by the Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board Oct. 11 in
Richmond, Va.

They are Grant and Rebecca
Cherrington, Ronald and Cynthla
Gunter and William and ____
Linda Egbert.

The Cherringtons cur-
rently live in Louisville,
where he attends South-
ern Baptist Theological
Seminary. They are asso-
ciated with Beechmont
Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, which has provided
missionary housing for
them.

They will live in Ethiopia, where
they will coordinate human needs
projects. Mrs. Cherrington is a regis-
tered nurse currently working at Bap-
tist Hospital East. Her husband’s
background is in project engineering.

They have two children, Britni
Faith, 10, and Katie Elizabeth, 7.

The Gunters will live in Romania,
where they will start and develop

Cherringtons

churches.

He is a former pastor of Olive
Baptist Church in Benton and was
raised in the Fort Campbell area. She
is a graduate of Murray State Univer-
sity and previously attended First
Baptist Church in Murray.

Gunters

They have three children, Samuel
Garrett, 10, Ronald Lee Jr., 9, and
Andrew Fagan, 4.

The Egberts will live in Costa
Rica, where they will start and devel-
op churches.

He has been pastor of New Har-
mony Baptist church in Bremen
since 1991. Born in Hopkins Coun-
ty, he is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack

Egberts

Egbert of Madisonville. His home
church is Grapevine Baptist Church
in Madisonville. He previously
served Summersville Baptist Church
in Summersville, Oak Grove Baptist
Church in Summer Shade and
Rough Creek Baptist Church in
Scottsville.

Both he and his wife
are graduates of Camp-
bellsville College. He
holds a graduate degree
from Southern Seminary,
and she from Western
Kentucky University.

Mrs. Egbert is the
daughter of Lela Mae
Spears of Scottsville.
Her father, the late Caro-
line Spears, was director of missions
for Allen and Monroe Baptist asso-
ciations. Rough Creek Baptist
Church in Scottsville is her home
church. She is a former teacher at
Highview Baptist School in Louis-
ville and in several public schools.

The Egberts have two children,
Matthew William, 5, and Jessica
Marie, 4.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

Church gives more
than pastor asks

Continued from page 1

er Milton Jones. So when funds start-
ed to accumulate, he knew God must
have something planned, he said.
“We have never had money like this
before.”

With an average Sunday school
attendance of 55 people, Friendship
Baptist Church is by no means the
best-suited to support the partnership
missions effort, Miller noted. “There
are many churches larger than Friend-
ship that can do more and smaller
ones that can do less. But each one
can do something.”

Despite their small financial re-
sources, the church has a long history
of missions support, giving 24 percent
of undesignated receipts toward mis-
sions. And according to church
records, Luther Rice spoke at an as-
sociational meeting at the church and
received Kentucky’s first offering for
foreign missions.
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He just does it

Months before the mission trip, he
gathered eyeglasses, determined and
attached the prescriptions, and
wrapped each piece separately. Many
quiet after-office hours were neces-
sary to prepare thousands of donated
glasses for the eye clinic at Nizhny
Novgorod, Russia.

Dr. Morris Nache, ophthalmolo-
gist, surgeon and member of Parkland
Baptist Church in Louisville, like
many Baptist laypersons, has found a
calling for serving others out of a
sense of overflow.
He just does it. No
one pushes him.
He’ll be ready for
another mission trip in the near future.
I was privileged to be his teammate
and roommate for two weeks. Thanks
to such laypersons.

Gerard E. Howell
Lexington

People sin

“Clinton tells Baptist editors faith
impacts his decisions” (WR, Oct. 11)

contains the statement, “Two conser-

vative critics said Clinton is misread-
ing the Bible.”

An illustration bearing that out is
in the last paragraph of that article.
President Clinton is quoted as saying,
“God created everyone, made every-
body a sinner, imperfect.”

God did not make “everybody a
sinner.” When God made man in his
image, “God saw everything that he
had made, and behold, it was very
good” (Genesis 1:31). Genesis 3 tells

. s that Adam and Eve believed the lie

of the serpent and by choice sinned
against God in disobeying his com-
mand in Genesis 2:17. Since then,
“All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned everyone to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him
(Jesus, according to Acts 8:26 and fol-
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lowing) the iniquity of us all.”

God did not make us sinners. We
inherited a sin nature from the first
man, and we each make the choice to
sin (Romans 3:23).

Ray Gilliland
Smithland

Cannon fodder

Why is education without knowl-
edge of God better than education
with knowledge of God and how he
affects history? This is what we have
in the public schools. We send Chris-

tians to Latin
American countries
build them

Christian schools.
Why not for ourselves?

Our first 136 colleges were Chris-
tian, which gave a Christian under-
girding to all schools and remained so
until well after public colleges and
schools outnumbered Christian ones.
As the colleges became secular, so did
the schools to such an extent that
many Christians now choose home-
schooling or Christian schools.

Our influence on public schools
should be as teachers and/or parents,
not children, and as concerned citi-
zens electing Christians to public
school boards. Also, our influence
should be on the general public wher-
ever we’re in the majority to openly
teach Christianity. All other religions
teach their religion when in the ma-
jority—Muslims, Jews, Mormons,
humanists, etc. Our children are learn-
ing humanism!

There’s a sirong movement to get
prayer back in schools. If Muslims are
in a majority, let them pray; if we are
in a majority, let us pray. Why sacri-
fice our children on the altar of wit-
ness (8-year-olds) when they could
get a better education elsewhere?
They’re spiritual cannon fodder!

How can one hour of Sunday
school stand against an average of 21

hours of violent, adulterous, nihilistic

television and 31 hours of non-God

school with only 22 minutes of undi-
vided parental attention?

Joseph Armstrong

Bardstown

Naive assumption

In regards to the Abstract of Prin-
ciples (WR, Oct. 4) which govern the
faculty of Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, permit me to observe:

1 It is an abstract.

B Itis a statement of prmcxples not
rules.

B It is a compromise statement. In
formulating the principle about the
Bible, the committee in 1858 substi-
tuted “authoritative” for “infallible.”
It was a document by professors who

agreed on general theological princi-

ples, not one man’s statement to be
taken “verbatim et punctatim.”

John Broadus, one of the most
competent and thoroughly Christian
of the seminary’s founders, must have
voted for the Bible being “authorita-

tive” instead of inerrant. He called his -

students’ attention to “spurious texts”
in the Bible that should never be used
as a basis for sermons. (See his “Prep-
aration and Delivery of Sermons,”
pages 28-29; and his “Commentary
on Matthew,” pages 376-377.)

E For one person to assume com-
petency to interpret the exact mean-
ing of the Abstract for a whole com-
munity of faculty is preposterous and
smacks of intellectual naiveté.

 The Abstract has served the sem-
inary well for 135 years and provided
parameters for the productive pursuit
of theological truth. This has been a
part of the great tradition of the semi-
nary which for generations produced
much of the leadership of those who

-under God built the great Southern

Baptist enterprise.
Henlee Barnette
Louisville

My Oid (West) Kentucky Home

Having pastored near Owensboro
and married a girl who was born
there, I used to think of Owensboro
as part of “West Kentucky.” Some
folks think of West Kentucky as be-
ing everything west of I-65. Folks
from the “real” West Kentucky smile
at that.

Whatever “West Ken-
tucky” means, and I sup-
pose it’s more a matter of
perception than historical
markers, Alice and I re-
cently enjoyed several
beautiful days “out there.”
Since our last stop was
Hickman, on the Missis-
sippi River at least three
hours west of I-65, I be-
lieve our visit-qualifies for
“West Kentucky” status.

ON MISSION
 TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

find out where because I will never
tell.

And, yes, we had fantastic catfish
at the Crossroads restaurant in Har-
din; sawdust pie at Patty’s and a great
Sunday lunch at the Olive Garden in
Paducah.

The 175 or so present comfortably
filled the sanctuary at the
annual association meet-
ing. Only two of the pas-
tors present indicated they
were pastoring in the asso-
ciation when I last spoke
there.

But there were layfolks
there, men and women,
who have been involved in
assoeiational life for a long
time. They are the core;
the ones who stay while

Using the cottage of
special friends as “home base,” we
visited and spoke in several churches,
had conferences with Kentucky Bap-
tist friends and leaders, and represent-
ed the Kentucky Baptist Convention
at the West Kentucky Baptist Associ-
ation meeting at First Baptist Church
in Hickman.

I fished from the bank of a friend’s
lake and caught more fish than I have
ever caught in an entire season. But it
won’t do anyone any good to try to
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pastors come and go.

One of those “core families” is the
Langfords, Tim and Karen. The
daughter of Hal Shipley, pastor near
Cadiz and seminary classmate of
mine, Karen had invited Alice and me
to spend the night with them in their
home in which I had stayed six years
before.

- Tim is commonwealth’s attorney
for four counties—Carlisle, Hickman,
Ballard and Fulton and, with his
brother, farms over 1,000 acres. He

also is moderator for the association
and a deacon in West Hickman Bap-
tist Church.

In nearly 12 years of marriage,
they have patiently constructed their
roomy home around an 1844 struc-
ture that survived the Civil War. Two
precious daughters have come to
share in their life together, Andrea, 5,
and Mary Evelyn, 2.

Southern Living magazine would
have envied our breakfast next morn-
ing at their table; an elegant simplici-
ty surrounded by the original, tim-
bered walls of seasoned poplar logs,
each over 14 inches square, hand
hewn. The floor is the original pine
put down in 1914. Country ham and
eggs gave ample time to enjoy their
other guests, Andy and Melanie Mar-
tin, their new, young pastor and 'his
wife.

As Alice and I drove down the
lane toward the road, with 2-year-old
Mary Evelyn, stradling her mother’s
hip waving goodbye, Alice and I to-
gether acknowledged that as long as
there are young Baptist laypeople like
Tim and Karen, associations need not
worry about survival.

And I never did know exactly
where we crossed the “West Ken-
tucky line” on our way back home.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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EDITORIALS

Carter embodies virtues he teaches in Sunday school

Some people make a big fuss over virtues. Some write about them,
while others hawk them on talk shows and the lecture circuit. Jimmy
Carter simply lives by them.

His behavior contrasts with what we’ve come to expect from politi-
cians. Too many politicians and former pols have capitalized on their
connections, selling their integrity for votes and access to power. Mean-
while, Carter continues his virtuous pursuit of peace, trotting the globe
to negotiate political crises, alleviate hunger and verify democratic elec-
tions. :

Of course, Carter’s critics continue to carp: He’s only trying to re-
deem his presidency. He’s still sanctimonious. He overestimates the
goodness of others. He remains prone to claim a glass is half full when
everyone knows it’s at least three-quarters empty. He says too many good
things about bad people. He has no business trying to negotiate crises
when he ought to retire to his wood-working shop down in Plains.

What an irony. A notorious number of politicians wind up behind
bars or living luxuriously off the wealth they accumulated while mind-
ing the public “trust.” Yet Carter’s critics continue to knock him for his
goody-two-shoes pursuit of virtue. In a recent Newsweek article, colum-
nist Joe Klein called him the “Prince of Peace,” a label dripping with
sarcastic blasphemy, derisively tweaking him with a name Christians
and Jews have reserved for the Messiah.

Although Klein meant his remark for evil, Carter probably would re-
serve it for good. If he’s going to get kicked around, he might as well get
kicked around for pursuing a Christian virtue, like peace, than for idling
his life away in pursuit of leisure or burning himself up chasing after the
almighty dollar. With political corruption at an all-time high and politi-
cal credibility at an all-time low, Carter’s political “weakness”—he’s

too nice of a guy—is refreshing.

The successes or failures of Carter’s presidency are beside the point
of this discussion. (Although a clear debate over whether a “nice guy”
can be an effective president would be fascinating.) The point is this:
The Christian virtues that have shaped Carter’s life have propelled him
to become an excellent ex-president. He’s compassionate, persistently
patient, honest, respectful, willing to listen, courageous and sympathet-
ic. ?

These are Christlike character traits, which Carter has advocated
throughout a lifetime of Sunday school lessons. They’re also valuable
virtues that have enabled the former president, working through the Cart-
er Center in Atlanta, to move people toward peace. His leadership in
negotiating the transfer of power in Haiti is only the most visible and
most recent of his diplomatic successes. He also has helped resolve the
nuclear stalemate in North Korea, monitored free and open elections in
Latin America, helped open up food delivery systems in Africa, promot-
ed the redevelopment of a decayed section of inner-city Atlanta and
helped Habitat for Humanity build homes for poor people across Amer-
ica. Not bad for a retired guy hounded from the nation’s highest office
by a disgruntled American electorate. '

The Christian virtues that have been part of Sunday school teacher
Jimmy Carter’s life for decades are making a huge difference in the glo-
bal political arena. He may be a more effective peacemaker as a retiree
than he could have dreamed of being as president. If justice prevails,
Carter should win the Nobel Peace Prize someday.

And if peace is going to prevail, more Christians must embody Cart-
er’s Christlike virtues.

' Marv Knox

God’s children have more to do than fight over sandbox toys

I thought the park was the best
place to watch two neighbor boys for
several hours. Many attractions could
have occupied their time, but the
strongest attraction was the sandbox.
Everything started off smoothly at
first, but soon a rift de-
veloped over whose turn
it was to play with the lit-
tle bucket and shovel.
They spent the rest of our time argu-
ing over the bucket and shovel. I tried
to show them that there was enough
for both of them to enjoy, but the
bucket and shovel took up all of their
time and energy.

This incident reminds me a little of
the strife between the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship and the Southern

Baptist Convention. We spend a lot
of valuable time arguing when there
is more than both groups can do.

I realize both sides have strong
feelings, but the purpose of the church
is to win people to Christ. The Apos-
tle Paul said he would be
all things to all people in
order to win a few.

Even Jesus rebuked
his disciples when they came to him
complaining that some people were
casting out demons in his name, and
they didn’t even know them. He said
that if they were for us, then they can-
not be against us. Jesus, our supreme
example, used all kinds of people to
help him in his work.

SBC President Jim Henry spoke at

aretreat at the Billy Graham Training
Center. Many denominations were
represented, Baptists being in the mi-
nority. We had a wonderful time
studying Scripture, praying and shar-
ing. Not once did denominational ide-
ology get in the way.

One of the last questions God is
going to ask us when we get to heav-
en is what denomination or sect we
belonged to. But rather, he is going to
be more interested in what we did to
spread his word.

By having malice in our hearts, we
all become losers. After all, we are
from the same parent. I John 5:21
says, “How can you not love your
brother whom you have seen, and
love God whom you have not seen?”

Our nation is at an all-time low.
Morality is gone, discipline in our
schools is only maintained by a po-
lice force. Life has lost its value, and
we are killing each other at a rate that
is hard to imagine. Homes are dissolv-
ing faster than they are being estab-
lished. Our government leaders are
being convicted of crimes and fraud
like no other time in history. And here
Baptists stand, with fists up and ready
to fight.

.God can, and will, use someone
else to do his work besides Baptists.
Shame on us for fumbling the ball
when the clock is running out and we
still need to score.

Joseph P. Richey
Georgetown

Jimmy Carter’s
sense of Christian
virtue has
propelled him to
the front rank of
former presidents.
He is a globe-
trotting
peacemaker whose
courage and
integrity have
unlocked
diplomatic doors in
international
capitals, from
Pyongyang to Port-
au-Prince.
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“The abuse of
Halloween by some
people should not
invalidate the
proper use of
Halloween.
Celebrating
Halloween is OK for
Christians,
depending on how
it is done! ... The
challenge is to
celebrate the
victory over evil

and evil spirits.”
Joyce B. Oliver

“] Corinthians
10:31 says,
‘Whether, then,
you eat or drink or
whatever you do,
do all to the glory
of God.’ Can you
honestly say that
celebrating
Halloween brings
glory to God?”
Grace Smith Morris

By Joyce B. Oliver
St. Matthews Baptist
Church, Louisville

Easter, Halloween and Christmas
are holidays which have been cele-
brated through the church.

While Easter and Christmas are
based in Christianity, some of the
revelry has nothing to do with Chris-
tianity. While some people claim that
Easter eggs, bunnies and new clothes
are indicators of the newness of life
that is celebrated through the Risen
Savior, they really are attempting to
“Christianize” these hedonistic ele-
ments. People say, “The Easter Bun-
ny and Santa are harmless and fun
ways of celebrating the holidays with
children.”

Yet harmless and fun ways of cel-
ebrating Halloween are seen by some
of these same people as evil and sus-
picious, while to other people Hal-
loween is simply a fun day in which
children and adults can play.

Halloween began in what is now
Britain and France by a group of
Celtic people who believed that on
the eve of their new year the spirits
of some deceased persons were sent
into animals who roamed the area
playing mean tricks on people. Dis-
guises were worn by people so the
evil spirits and tricks could be avoid-
ed. Celtic priests (Druids) built bon-
fires to frighten the spirits away.

Centuries later, Christians

| changed the festival from one of fear

to one of joy. Believing that God
conquered death, the Christians
named Oct. 31 All Hallows Eve,
meaning “holy evening.” Nov. 1,
“All Saints Day,” was a celebration

OPINION

Is it OK for Ghristians to celebrate Halloween?

of those who had died faithful to
Christ. Christians were encouraged
to remember deceased Christians
(“saints”) and the joy they could have
in death.

Whereas the Celtics believed the
dead dealt harm due to their sadness
and fear of death, Christians believed
people were happy in death because
of their relationship with Jesus
Christ. ;

Years later, “trick or treat” be-
came a part of the celebration of Hal-
loween. Disguises were worn, and no
tricks were played on people or their
property when treats were provided.
If no treats were given, harmless
pranks were inflicted on people. Un-
fortunately, in recent years some
people have been seriously hurt by
the “tricks” administered by people.
These sinful actions have prompted
people to be cautious at Halloween
while leading others to regard Hal-
loween in its entirety as evil.

An old Latin maxim translates,
“Abuse does not invalidate proper
use.” The abuse of Halloween by
some should not invalidate the prop-
er use of Halloween. Celebrating
Halloween is OK for Christians, de-
pending on how it is done!

We must throw out the witchcraft
but retain the innocuous fun. We can
enjoy the pure exuberance of the fes-
tivities. Christians, of all people,
have reason to be joyful. The chal-
lenge is to celebrate the victory over
evil and evil
spirits. As
Christians, we
cielielbrate
Christmas on
the date origi-

¢ By Grace Smith Morris
First Baptist Church,
Wickliffe

No, it is not OK for Christians to
celebrate Halloween. Most of our
Halloween practices can be traced
back to pagan rites and superstitions.

The Bible specifically warns
against all forms of paganism, such
as spiritism, divination, sorcery, en-
chantment, witchcraft, etc. (Leviticus
19:31; 20:6; Deuteronomy 18:9-12;
I Corinthians 10:20-21).

What is Halloween imitating in its
customs? It’s imitating paganism!

I Trick-or-treating can be traced
back to Druids going door-to-door,
demanding food from terrified ho-
MEOWNDEIS.

I Jack-o’-lanterns derive from
hollowed-out turnips that Druids
used to represent their own personal
spirit guides.

I The evening hours were the time
of heightened satanic activity. ‘

I The color black is associated
with death. :

0 Bonfires, dressing in costumes,
fear of the black cat, fear of ghosts,

~witches and goblins, and decorations

using leaves, pumpkins and corn-
stalks came from the Druid satanic
practices.

I Bobbing for apples is a form of
divination. :

I Masks were used to ward off
evil spirits or change the personality
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of the wearer to
communicate
with the spirit
world.

I couldn’t
find anything
Christian about Halloween. After all,
it is a festival of death.

Have you read Ephesians 5:1-21
recently? This passage basically
says, “Be imitators of God.” Chris-
tians are to walk in love. They are not
to have any filthiness, immorality,
idolatry, foolishness, etc., in them.
Christians are not to be deceived by
this world. We are not to be partak-
ers of it. We are not to walk in the
darkness; we are to walk in the light
which is pleasing to God. Christians
are not to participate in “unfruitful
deeds of darkness,” (verse 11).

I Thessalonians 5:22 says Chris-
tians are to abstain from all appear-
ances of evil.

But you say, “Halloween is just
for fun, and the children are just be-
ing children.” In the book “Holidays
and Holy Days,” author Todd C.
McKenney notes: “Doreen Irvin,
who was once the ruling witch of
western Europe and the British Isles,
and mistress of the high priest of Sa-
tan over the same area, who is now a
spirit-filled woman of God, says, ‘If
Christian parents had any idea of
what Halloween really is, they
wouldn’t even mention the word
around their children.” She knows

nally set for a pagan festival, the Un-
conquered Sun, not by rejecting the
date; but by changing what is cele-
brated on the date. The same has
been done with Halloween. In what-
ever decision made about participa-
tion in Halloween, our conscien-
tiousness about Halloween must not
become a source of spiritual pride.

Following are some suggestions
to help Christians enjoy the Hallow-
een celebration:

I Have fun! Laughter is medicine
for the soul. Have fun, not at the ex-
pense of others, but by laughing with
those who laugh.

I Decorate the house with the
beauty of autumn—pumpkins, au-
tumn leaves, scarecrows and the like.
A good rule is that if something
smacks of witchcraft or destruction,
avoid it.

§ Halloween is an excellent time
to do religious education through the
teaching of other faiths and tradi-
tions. Festivals easily can be geared
toward children’s learning because
of the demonstrative external ele-
ments which help a concrete thinker.
Further, because so many people par-
ticipate in Halloween, it is a “shared
popular culture” through which we
can do education.

I Recognize that Halloween can

be a child’s day. It is a concrete festi-
val through which children can “pre-
tend.” They can express their own
desires and dreams while playing.
Remember,
children play
“pretend” quite
often and are
able to with-
draw from the

pretend role as needed. (Remember:
Preschool children interpret people
through facial features, so be aware
that masks may be frightening for
young children.)

# You may purchase Halloween
tracts from a Christian bookstore.
They use Halloween as a starting
point for presenting the gospel. Or
your church may make a Halloween
leaflet which promotes upcoming
church activities. When trick-or-
treaters come to your door, give them
a piece of candy, a tract or leaflet and
a warm Christian greeting.

0 Consider hosting a party, and as
part of the entertainment, have some-
one tell the story of Halloween. A
helpful resource is Harold Myra’s
book, “Halloween: Is It For Real?”
published by Thomas Nelson Pub-
lishers of Nashville in 1982.

B Prepare treats as a family and
give them to senior adults in your
neighborhood, church or local nurs-
ing home. In this way, children will
participate in giving as well as re-
ceiving treats on Halloween. Also,
senior adults will appreciate your
gifts and enjoy the visit. While you
are visiting, ask the adult to tell a
memory of a Halloween celebration.

Remember the origin of Hallow-
een, but remember also that we are
not conquered by death—God con-
quers death. God, through Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit, is greater

. than any evil and greater than Satan,

and God is certainly greater than any
superstition.

Although the Celtics never would
have said “Happy Halloween,”
Christians can.

Thank you, God!

whereof. she
speaks.”
On Oct. 29,

1993, I listened
to a radio talk-
show on
WKYX 570-AM in Paducah, and my
husband taped it. The name of the
show is “Paducah Viewpoint.” The
topic was “The real meaning of Hal-
loween.” Two guests, who were
former satanic worshipers, were
speaking with disguised voices, and
they were called “Robert” and “Sta-
cy.” They both said that Halloween
was one of the holy days of satanic
worshipers.

They were asked what they would
tell parents about Halloween. Stacy
said: “It is their holy of holies. I
would tell them to stop and study the
true meaning behind Halloween. I
think that anyone who takes a minute
just to find out what Halloween is
will have a different point of view.”

Robert, who had grown up in a
family of satanic worshipers, said:
“I’ve seen people killed (sacrificed)
and even babies destroyed. There’s
no way a sane person can celebrate
something like that. It’s like celebrat-
ing the birth of Hitler. ... It’s based
on nothing but complete and total
evil.” He also said that Halloween
promotes the idea that evil is just fun
and games.

Satanic activity is much more ev-
ident in today’s society than in pre-

vious ages. This festival of death has
become more dangerous, even from
the secular viewpoint.

Going door-to-door, in my opin-
ion, is becoming a rarity. Parents
cannot trust people and the candy
their children get. Hospitals now of-
fer to X-ray the candy, but parents
are fearful of things that can’t be de-
tected, such as drugs and poisons.

Many people are careful to put up
anything that can be damaged or de-
stroyed on Halloween night. Pranks
have become more and more danger-
ous.

For many teenagers, Halloween is
their introduction to the occult. (See
“Satanism: The Seduction of Ameri-
ca’s Youth,” by Bob Larson, p. 40.)
Fires still blaze, and in many cities
buildings are set on fire. Extra police-
men are hired. And of course, as the
midnight hour approaches, the satan-
ic activity increases.

Some will still say that Halloween
is only “harmless fun.” But Hallow-
een and all it represents can only be
called “The Festival of Death,” and
you only have to go to a few haunted
houses to prove that.

- Christians need to learn just what
Halloween celebrates. I Corinthians

-10:31 says, “Whether, then, you eat

or drink or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God.”

Can you honestly say that cele-
brating Halloween brings glory to
God?



One spouse’s story: ‘This isn’t the cup | chose’

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOUISVILLE—James Phillips of
Hamden, Conn., came to a conference
on Alzheimer’s Disease in Kentucky
for several reasons.

As a longtime pastor and former
missionary to Japan, he has dealt with
many parishioners with the disease.
As a Christian, he thinks believers
should be more concerned about fac-
ing up to the hard health-care choices
coming in the 21st century.

But none of these reasons was
more personal than his own experi-
ence. Two months ago, after years of
caring for his steadily deteriorating
wife, he placed her in a nursing home.

“It’s one thing visiting someone
else who has this horrible disease and
then seeing how it devastates you,” he
said.

“Some days my faith is stronger;
many days it’s weaker. This is when I
have to sit down and figure out what
baggage do I really have for this trip?
What do I keep and what do I throw
overboard? It’s something I have to
work out. It’s not easy.”

A Presbyterian pastor for nearly 40
years, Phillips is associate director of
the Overseas Ministries Study Center
in New Haven, Conn. His presbytery
assigned him to the independent mis-
sions agency 11 years ago. -

It’s a rewarding position, one that
helps him maintain a positive outlook
in spite of his personal struggles.

But after 37 years of marriage, one
of the emptiest feelings is going to
bed alone, he said.

Then there is the emotional loss of
a once-vibrant partner. A graduate of
Ouachita Baptist University, a South-
ern Baptist school in
Arkadelphia, Ark.,
Ruth Phillips once
worked as an admin-
istrative assistant to a.
large law publisher in
Chicago. And she
served alongside her
husband for 17 years

in Japan, where they
raised their two negeg A
daughters.

Now she doesn’t en S e
know them or her two

grandsons, ages 3 and 1. The boys
don’t understand what’s wrong with
grandma and why grandpa doesn’t
bring her along on visits.

“Some days I think she knows
who I am, some days she doesn’t,”
said Phillips, who visits her every oth-
er day. “It’s hard because she was a
brilliant woman. But that’s all been
wiped out. In her mind she’s proba-
bly living back in her childhood. It
hurts, but that’s the reality of this dis-
ease

Alzheimer’s Disease:

---------------

Ruth had suffered from paranoia
for 15 years after they returned from
Japan, he explained. But even her
doctors aren’t sure if that was a link
to the disease. After she suffered in-
creasing stages of forgetfulness, doc-
tors diagnosed Alzheimer’s in 1991.

Phillips kept his wife at home, first
taking her to two day care centers and
then employing three
women to help care
for her while he was
at work. However,
Ruth constantly fell,
both during the day
and at night.

By that time, their
social life had van-
ished. They had to
quit attending con-
certs because of her
shouting in the mid-
dle of performances.
Her appearance and eating habits
grew messy. Her conversation deteri-
orated into meaningless ramblings.

Despite his pastoral service, when
Phillips first learned of the road ahead
he felt an emotion familiar to many

. affected by the disease—fear.

Striving to learn more, he read a
book that outlined every possible haz-
ard. Though “scared stiff” after read-
ing it, many of his fears never came
to pass, he said.

While he learned to cope with

Alzheimer’s raises theological questions

LOUISVILLE—If average
church members cringe at facing the
complexities of Alzheimer’s Disease,
they shouldn’t feel alone. Many pas-
tors and those who work with the eld-
erly struggle too.

Pastors may question why they
should continue ministering to some-
one who can’t remember their last
visit, according to Kathryn Barlow
Westmoreland.

A graduate of Louisville Presbyte-
rian Seminary, she is chaplain and
program services director at Llanfair
Retirement Community in Cincinnati.
In addition, she is a member of'the
Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries
Network. ;

“People with Alzheimer’s will not
remember facts but they will retain

some feelings,” she said during a re-
cent seminar on Alheimer’s and min-
istry. She encouraged ministers and
chaplains to remember that patients
live only in the present, since yester-

- day is a faded memory and tomorrow

a vague hope.

“Whether they’re (thinking they
live) in 1994 or 1948, if we walk with
them, nurture them and listen to them,
then there is a connection,” she said.
“I have found that they do begin to
build relationships. They may not
know we’re a chaplain, but ours is a
special voice they can trust.”

-Westmoreland also pointed out the
special nature of worship for those
with Alzheimer’s. Old hymns, child-
hood songs and simple prayers—such
as “Now I lay me down to sleep”—

can trigger memories. Often, patients

will join in a chorus after it’s repeated

a couple times, she said. :
Still, other questions arise:

0 Should we serve Communion to

people who don’t understand its
meaning?

I How much time can we devote
to Alzheimer’s patients and families
in light of our other duties?

I How do we convince spouses
and families to acknowledge that part
of a loved one is gone and is never
coming back?

“Communication is the biggest
challenge I face—communicating my
love and the love of God in ways they
can understand and feel and letting
them know they’re not alone,” West-
moreland said.

Conference explores Alzheimer’s ministry

Continued from page 1

able to understand what that relation-
ship means,” she said. “The corporate
body comes in when the individual is
no longer able to understand.

“We can help people like Ruth
know they are remembered,” Ramsay
said. “We are agents of God’s remem-
brance. We want to be able to help
that person remember their identity.”

The poignancy of that statement
surfaced soon after when Phillips
talked about his wife, whom he re-
cently placed in a nursing home. He
described an outburst during one of
the last times they attended church to-
gether.

“The preacher was giving his mes-
sage and said, “Who are you?’” Phil-
lips recalled, imitating the cleric’s
deep voice. “And my wife said, loud-

ly enough for people to hear, ‘I'm
nobody!””

Such feelings easily transfer to
caregivers, particularly spouses, when
friends, church and family slowly
fade from contact, said Doug Lowry,
marketing director of Wesley Manor
Retirement Center and a member of
Louisville’s Walnut Street Baptist
Church. And that experience is com-
mon for many dealing with grief and
suffering, he observed.

That’s where the church can play
such an important role, several parti-
cipants said, by lending its presence
when others are “too busy.”

“The thing that frightens me about
this is the pastor can’t take it on
alone,” said Noir, the minister from
West Virginia. “The entire congrega-
tion needs to see its relationship in

‘don’t know how,’

this. I'm afraid most people would
want to run away from the problem.”

Yet not all do. The Louisville
chapter of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion relies heavily on volunteers, with
only two professional staff among the

dozen people needed to operate the -
“area’s only day care program for
Alzheimer’s patients. The program is -

housed at St. Matthews Baptist
Church.
In addition, four St. Matthews

members are volunteers with the as-

sociation, which provides education,
referrals, in-home respite care and
other programs, and operates 28 fam-
ily support groups.

“I think most congregations are
full of people who want to help, but
> said Karen Ring,
director of the association.

many of the personal setbacks, recent-
ly he battled the anxiety of how to pay
for the nursing home bills, he said.
Ironically, if he were penniless, some
financial assistance probably would
be available.

“As missionaries and pastors we
had some savings, but not a lot,” he
said. “The nursing home bills are eat-
ing me out of that. So I’ll have to rely
on the Lord, friends and family. I fi-
nally decided that fear has to be put
on the shelf.”

Phillips said he finds strength in
Scripture, particularly Psalms that talk
about the Lord giving strength for
each day as it comes. He is grateful,
too, for the support of his co-workers,
family and friends, he added.

No one questioned his decision to
place her in the nursing home; his old-
est daughter urged him to do it 18
months ago. But he resisted until they
could vacation in Wisconsin so Ruth
could reminisce one last time with her
sister and other relatives.

He’s grateful for the memories, he
said. But that doesn’t ease the sting of
living in the present.

Referring to Matthew 20:22, he
said, “T keep thinking of our Lord say-
ing to his disciples, ‘Can you drink the
cup I’'m giving you?’”

Phillips paused as a tear trickled
from the corner of his eye, then said,
“This certainly isn’t the cup I chose.”

Resources on Alzheimer’s Disease

*»Agencles
. EA
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Hunger facts:

M Approximately 30
million people in the
United States cannot
afford to buy enough
food to maintain good
health.

B An additional 1 million
people fell below the
poverty level last year.
More than 39 million
people, including 15.7
million children under
age 18, live below the
poverty level, which is
$14,763 annually for a
family of four.

B Worldwide, 700
million people are
chronically hungry.

Values urged to fight hunger

Continued from page 1 !

not the stomach,” said Ben Mitchell,
the CLC’s consultant for biomedical
and life issues. “Both the causes of
hunger identified by Bread for the
World and the responses to hunger
have to do with moral values.”

Hunger ministry will not be main- .

tained without a stronger motivation
than sentimentality, Mitchell said.

“Only humanitarian values in-
formed by biblical revelation will, in
my view, sustain an effective minis-
try to the starving, undernourished
and chronically hungry,” he said.
“Whether or not there is any connec-
tion between other social ills and hun-
ger, Christians should be compelled
to minister to the needs of hungry per-
sons simply because of the com-
mands and example of Jesus. We
should need no other reason.”

Bread for the World’s report said
hunger and poverty result in violence,
while violence and militarism ‘““almost
invariably lead to hunger.” The con-

| nections between hunger and vio-
lence “are not simple connections, but

the connections are real,” Beckmann

said.

Reducing hunger requires people
to make moral choices individually
and through the political arena, the
Bread for the World report said.

Hunger in the United States is “just
so fixable,” Beckmann said, but the
country has chosen not to attack the
problem.

For example, Americans spend

more money on watches and jewelry

than federal food programs, he said.

‘While private agencies feeding the
hungry have grown from a handful in
1975 to 150,000 now, Beckmann said
he wishes they would become more
politically involved. Private agencies
feed 26 million people in the United
States, he said.

There has been a steady decline in
world hunger since 1975, largely be-
cause of progress in the Asia-Pacific
region, the report said. But hunger has
increased in sub-Sahara Africa and
the United States.

Bread for the World is a non-prof-
it organization engaging in research
and education on hunger and devel-
opment policies.

Available in 20/, 22/, 24’ & 28

Church Buses
New & Used

Metrotrans Corporation
Brentwood, Tenn.
Call Henry Headden
(800) 370-6180
12 to 41-Passenger Buses
We take trade-ins

Each year at our annual Presi-
dent’s Dinner we give the V.V.
Cooke Award to a donor whose in-
terest in, love for, and support of

_ children epitomizes that of V.V.
Cooke.

Mr. Cooke led efforts 40 years
ago to bring Spring Meadows and
Glen Dale into one organization. It
is largely due to his pioneering
work that our children’s
ministry has been able
to grow into the large
and effective ministry
that it is today.

This year’s award
went to a faithful couple
although only the hus-
band was able to receive
the award.

Mr. T.S. Gilmere of
Fordsville received the
award for both he and
his wife, Cora, who has

For the love of children

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. oey

going to help children when he
goes to be with our Lord.

I have had several occasions to
be in Mr. Gilmore’s home and to
get to know him. He spent his
working life in the grocery business
and served on the bank board in
Fordsville. He is an astute business-
man and I have learned much from
him about business. He is also a

devoted Christian who
lives his faith. Recently,
he had the opportunity
to share his faith with
the son of an acquain-
tance who was not
saved. It was a special
time for Mr. Gilmore
and he continues to pray
- for this man.

I never had the privi-
lege of meeting Cora,
but I feel like I know her
well. T.S. has told me so

already gone on to be

with the Lord. This couple had no
children of their own but both had
a great love for boys and girls. They
decided long ago that when they no
longer needed what God had
blessed them with in this life, they
would allow it to help children
through Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children.

Over the past five years Mr.
Gilmore has given to our children
through several gift annuities.
These provide an income for him
for his lifetime, with the balance

‘as she shared her faith with them.

much about her special
love for children. She worked with
children at church and had a spe-
cial marked Bible which she used

T.S. and Cora are this year’s
award recipients. They represent
literally thousands of individuals
who lovingly give to make this
ministry possible.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.

K

FRIENDS IV

First Baptist Church
of Murray

203 South 4th Street

Sunday, November 6
7:00 PM.

Friends IV is a “new”
group with a combined
resume reading like a
“Who’s Who"” of gospel music, including Terry
Blackwood, Larry Orrell, “Big” John Hall and
Chuck Sullivan. They have joined talent and vision
to create the hottest new sound in

inspirational /adult contemporary Christian music.
Make plans to see and hear Friends IV! A Love
Offering will be taken.

Join us during the Kentucky Baptist Convention at the

CUMBERLAND COLLEGE
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS BREAKFAST
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16,7:30 AM.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
201 ST. CLAIR STREET
FRANKF ORT, KY

REPLY FORM
DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 9TH, 1994.

PLEASE RESERVE SEAT(S) FOR ME AT BREAKFAST

NAME:

CHURCH NAME:

ADDRESS:

YOUR GUESTS' NAMES: 1)
2)

3)

Please send this form to: Cumberland College
Office of Church Relations
7934 College Station Drive

Williamsburg, KY 40769
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What is Alzheimer’s Disease and how can you help?

How to help

 library, such , books,

articles and lists of social services:

_ agencies. -

fnterest
Paid By Check
Semiannually
or
Compounded
Semiannually
and
Paid at Maturity

Call Today

826-4952

For a Prospectus

ZION BAPTIST CHURCH OF ZION, KY., INC.

This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy any of these securities.

LEXINGTON—AIzheimer’s Dis-
ease is the most common type of de-
mentia and has no known cause or
cure, according to a doctor who has
studied the disease extensively.

It is “fundamentally the loss of
memory and the loss of the ability to
learn new information that causes the
impairment of routine abilities,” said
Wesson Ashford, a researcher with
the University of
Kentucky’s Alzhe-
imer’s Research Cen-

e «
Alzheimer’s at- The

ously erodes a per-
son’s ability to per-
form daily tasks. It causes poor judg-
ment, disorientation in time and place,
changes in personality, mood and be-
havior, and problems with language
and abstract thinking.

Everyone forgets things from time
to' time, Ashford said. But Alzhe-
imer’s patients can’t remember that
they can’t remember. The person may
realize something isn’t right, but they
don’t know what it is, he said.

“Eventually, Alzheimer’s patients

8158 Highway 351 East - Henderson, Kentucky 42420

Invites Your Indication of Interest in its

$1,550,000

First Mortgage Bond Issue
Date of Issue: November 1, 1994

Earn Up to 8 /o Paid By Check Semiannually

Examples: 5
6% Bonds mature from .5 to 1.5 years
Return $30.00 per $1,000 Semiannually

6.5% Bonds mature from 2 to 3 years
Return $32.50 per $1,000 Semiannually

7% Bonds mature from 3.5 to 4.5 years

) Return $35.00 per $1,000 Semiannually y

7.5% Bonds mature from 5 to 6 years
Return $37.50 per $1,000 Semiannually

8% Bonds mature from 6.5 to 7.5 years

Return  $40.00 per $1,000 Semiannually

or

o) o
8 /O OR 8-5 /O COMPOUND INTEREST
Bonds Maturing From 8 to 15 Years

FUND YOUR IRAs

SEPs and other retirement plans

The Chuich is being assisted by Security Church Finance, inc.,
Houston, Texas, and its representative, Dr. Ben Bates.

These securities have not been qualified for sale in all states.
The offer is made by prospectus only.

Alzheimer’s Disease:

tacks the brain, caus-

ing impairment in .uneral
thinking,, memory 4fat
and behavior. It is a that . W
progressive, degener-

ative disease that never &
slowly and continu- ends”

forget well-known names, what items
are and how they are used and lose
content in speech,” he explained. The
rate of decline varies with each per-
son.

Alzheimer’s is a leading cause of
death among adults but is rarely listed
as the cause on death certificates,
Ashford said. He labeled the disease
“the most unreported factor associat-
ed with death.”

On one level,
Alzheimer’s causes
death because it de-
bilitates people and
leads to a bedridden
state and less resis-
tance to infections.
But it also causes
death when people
with Alzheimer’s be-
come a hazard to
themselves.

For example, a
person with Alzheimer’s may wander
from home and get in traffic or start
fires in the kitchen or forget about
lighting a cigarette and leave it unat-

_ tended. :

“Alzheimer’s is worse than cancer
because the person keeps going and
there is never a remission,” Ashford
said. “You’re preparing for a funeral
for a long time.”

Based on reporting by the Cabinet for
Human Resources

Embryo research

discouraged hy
Baptist agency

WASHINGTON (BP)—The
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission has asked the director of the
National Institutes of Health to reject

- areport recommending federal fund-

ing of experimentation on early hu-
man embryos.

In an Oct. 17 letter, Christian Life
Commission Executive Director Ri-
chard Land and CLC biomedical con-
sultant Ben Mitchell urged Harold
Varmus and an advisory committee to
halt plans to fund such research. The
advisory committee will meet Dec. 1
and 2 to determine its recommenda-
tions to present to Varmus.

On Sept. 27, the 19-member Hu-
man Embryo Research Panel en-
dorsed funding of research on embry-
os produced by in vitro fertilization or
flushed from a woman prior to im-
plantation in her uterus. It recom-
mended research be limited to the first
14 days of the embryo’s life but al-
lowed for some potential exceptions.
The panel said such early embryos do
not have the “same moral status as
infants and children.”

In their letter, Land and Mitchell
said creating human lives “for the
purpose of experimentation and, ulti-
mately, destruction, causes us to re-
coil in horror,”

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES

_Manufaciurers  Baptistrles _Signs
Lo o]

AL Lights W
11 m TOLL FREE L

1-800-446-7400
FAX: 804-822-2210 Steeples
P.O. Box 2250 ¢ Danville, VA 24541

M Approximately 4
million Americans have
Alzheimer’s Disease,
with 19 million family
members affected.
Another 37 million know
someone with the
disease.

M Alzheimer’s Disease is
the fourth-leading cause
of death among
American adulis.

M One in 10 people over
65 and nearly half of
those over 85 suffer
from Alzheimer’s. Cases
are now showing up
among people in their
40s and 50s.

" A person with

Alzheimer's can live from
three to 20 years or
more after the onset of
symptoms.

8 Alzheimer's Disease
costs American society
approximately $100
billion a year. Neither
Medicare or private
health insurance covers
the long-term care most
patients need.

B Home care costs an

| estimated $47,000

annually. Insurance
typically pays $12,000,
and the remainder
comes from families and
other informal care
givers.

B Half of all nursing
home patients suffer
from Alzheimer’s or a
related disorder. The
average annual cost of
staying in a nursing
home is $36,000, but
reaches $70,000 in
some areas.

M The federal
government will spend
an estimated $311
million for research on
Alzheimer’s Disease in
1995.

Source: Alzheimer’s
Disease and Related
Disorders Association,
Chicago
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B KENTUCKY KERNELSf

Seven of the 25 U.S.
counties with the lowest
personal income per
capita are in Kentucky,
while none of the 25 U.S.
counties with highest
personal income per
capita are in Kentucky.
The Kentucky counties
among the poorest are
McCreary, Elliott,
Edmonson, Menifee,
Jackson, Owsley and
Clay.

Source: U.S. Census
Bureau

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BOWLING GREEN—First
Church ordained Bob Richards,
Karl Schultz, Danny Spillman and
Bob Steelman as deacons Oct. 16.
B CARROLLTON—First Church
invites everyone to its fall revival,
with evangelist Mike Marriott of
Chilo, Ohio, as guest speaker Oct. 23-
27. Music by Mike Jennings. Call
(502) 732-4396 for information.
B HAWESVILLE—Guy Deane re-
tired as pastor of Central Church after
50 years of ministry. Also, Ray Lind-
sey, charter member, chairman of
deacons and longtime active member,
died Oct. 8.
B HENDERSON—First Church or-
daned Mike Burgett, Dennis
Daugherty and Bill Rideout as dea-
cons Oct. 9. Also, Kenny Noblett was
ordained to the gospel ministry.
B LEXINGTON—Russell Cave
Church will celebrate its 25th anni-
versary Nov. 6 at 2:30 p.m. A nursery
will be provided.
B LOUISVILLE—Baptist Health-
care System has named Kelly Hall di-
rector of user support service for in-
formation services and Don Riggs as
director of internal audit.
B Beechwood Church will host Onei-
da Baptist Institute’s high school
choir in concert Oct. 30 at 10:45 a.m.
Call (502) 895-3439 for information.
Parkland Church called Phillip

Landgrave as minister of music. He
previously was minister of music at
Lyndon Church and also teaches at
Southern Seminary.

B L.OYALL—First Church ordained
Don White as deacon Oct. 16.

B NICHOLASVILLE—Edgewood
Church called Chad Carter as min-
ister of education.

B PADUCAH—Reidland Church
called Rockne Ragsdale Jr., native
of Ullin, I11., as minister of music and
education. -

B PARK CITY—Park City Church
presented Sunday school perfect at-
tendance pins Oct. 2 to Nicole Scog-
gins, Ann Ashley Gray, three years;
Morgan Button, four years; Brandy
Button, eight years, Stacey and Ca-
sey Button, nine years; Evelyn
Bailey, 54 years.

B PROSPECT—First Church is host-
ing a Harvest Fun event Oct. 30 at 11
am. Call (502) 228-3286 for informa-
tion.

B RUSSELL SPRINGS—Liberty
Church called Bill Clement as pastor.
B FALMOUTH—Richland Church
called Antheny Shouse as pastor. He
began his new ministry Oct. 9.

B LOYALL—Calvary Church will
host a 30th anniversary celebration in
honor of pastor John Lambert Oct.
30 1-3 p.m., in the educational build-
ing. Everyone is invited.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Corinth Baptist
Church, a modern church in a rural
setting, is seeking a full-time pastor.
Please send resumé to: Eva G. Harris,
secretary of Pulpit Committee, 9 Syl-
vania Ave., Winchester, KY 40391.

TOUR: Gerald and June Mc-
Neely will host a group to the Baptist
World Alliance in Buenos Aires, July

27-Aug. 8, including three days in

Rio, four in Buenos Aires, three in
Santiago. For brochure, call (502)
244-3759.

SEEKING: Youth minister. Send
resumé to Calvary Baptist Church,
401 Waveland Ave., Danville, KY
40422. For information, call (606)
236-5350. .

NEEDED: Part-time youth minis-
ter for a small but growing rural
church. Send resumé to: Providence
Baptist Church, Attn: Search Com-
mittee, RR 3, Box 609, Campbells-
burg, KY 40011.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music. Position includes discipleship
training responsibilities. Send resumé
to Minister of Music Search Commit-
tee, Immanuel Baptist Church, 800
Rhodes Dr., Elizabethtown, KY
42701.

HOMECOMING: First Baptist
Church of West Liberty, Ky., invites
all former pastors and members to
come celebrate 81 years of praising
the Lord at the annual homecoming
service on Oct. 30, 1994.

NEEDED: Nursery worker, sev-
en hours a week. Chevy Chase Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, (606) 266-
2601.

SEEKING: Grand Rivers Baptist
in Ohio Valley Association seeks
part-time music director. (502) 362-
4033.

SEEKING: Accepting resumés
for minister of youth & education.

. Send to Search Committee, Central

Baptist Church, P.O. Box 66, Eureka,
MO 63025, by Nov. 18.

NEEDED: Full-time youth minis-
ter. Please send resumé to: Youth
Committee, First Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 756, Prestonsburg, KY
41653.

NEEDED: Part-time minister of
music. Please send resumé to: Music
Committee, First Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 756, Prestonsburg, KY
41653.

MISSIONS: Youth groups need-
ed in Atlanta, Orlando, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Boston, Toronto and Buf-
falo for 1995 summer mission
projects. We provide meals, lodging,
assignment. For more information,
costs, call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth
on Mission, Box 2095, Rocky Mount,
NC 27802. (919) 985-4499.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Elementary education at Oneida

“Wait a minute!” you may be thinking. “Isn’t
- Oneida a school for students in grades six through
twelve?”

Yes, but we also provide on-campus educa-
tion for our own families.

Our elementary program began in the fall of
1985. This “‘staff school” was started so our chil-
dren would be on the same yearly schedule as
their parents. Our holidays and breaks do not al-
ways coincide with the public schools’. Weather
also is a factor. Some winters the public schools
may be closed for as many as six weeks because
of snow, but Oneida Baptist Institute can contin-
ue on with classes each day.

From the very beginning, we have
striven for academic excellence in our
elementary program.

The first year, we had nine children
in kindergarten through fifth grade.

THIS IS

ONEIDA

as old as the building. Photographs on the wall
depict the days when Double Creek was a public
school. Though we use modern heat, the building
still has an old, potbellied stove—right next to a
modern computer. Our children enjoy learning in
this unique blend of up-to-date equipment and
memories of days gone by.

The children of Double Creek learn the U.S.
presidents from Washington to Clinton by mem-
orizing them in song. They “sing the presidents”
for visitors who come to Double Creek on their
campus tour.

Double Creek pupils also get to act out history
on special days. The girls have long dresses,
aprons and bonnets like the girls of
100 years ago. The boys have knee
pants and suspenders.

Our grade groupings give Vaugh-

For several years after that, our kinder-
garten and first grade met in one room,
while grades two through five were
housed together.

Marilyn Vaughan is working with
our children for her second year,
teaching kindergarten through second
grade. Elizabeth Buckner has been
teaching our elementary students for

W.F. Underwood

an and Buckner the flexibility to use
the “one-room-schoolhouse” ap-
proach to teaching. While students are
known as “first-graders,” etc., they
may study with a different grade in a
particular subject. This gives children
who are more advanced a chance to
move ahead, and those who are a bit
behind the opportunity to master need-
ed skills.

a0

the past six years. She is now instruct-
ing children in grades three, four and five.

Through the years, our elementary classes
have met in various buildings on campus. For the
past several years, the older group has been expe-
riencing history by meeting in our Double Creek
School building. Double Creek is a one-room
schoolhouse that was moved from Double Creek
in Clay County to the Oneida campus 14 years
ago. More than 80 years old, it had been open as a
public school until 1971. After the schoolhouse
-was moved to Oneida, we used it as a high school
classroom for U.S. history before making it our
elementary site. ,,

The children now sit at wooden desks almost

Elementary children also partici-
pate in co-curricular activities. All grades have
daily physical education and weekly treks to the
school library. They also enjoy weekly music and
art classes. Double Creek children participate in a
weekly drug prevention program. Of course, the
K-2 group still loves the age-old Friday “show
and tell.”

Though best known for our middle and high
schools, we are proud of our elementary program.
The smiling faces help make OBI a special place.

Written By Elizabeth Buckner and Denise Spencer

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“Thanks for the chapel services
we’ve been having,” a student
shared recently. The campus fami-
ly gathers each Tuesday, Wednes-
day-and Thursday at 10 a.m.

The school year began with a
focus on Ephesians 6:10-19, “Put
on the whole armor of God.” Fac-
ulty preached messages related to
the spiritual equipment needed for
victorious living.

The series concluded with a
musical theme interpretation fea-
turing the Clear Creek Singers,
hymns and Scripture.

Harrogate, - Tenn.,
pastor Gary Miller was
the first of several alum-
ni to return. He enthusi-
astically reminded us,
“The battle is the
Lord’s. It doesn’t matter
who you are. Faithful-
ness is everything, and
you’ll never know all
the good you’ll do until
the work is over.”

The annual campus

Experiencing God in chapel

CLEAR CREEK

CHRONICLE |

Bill Whittaker

days emphasized “The unchanging
word in a changing world.” Tapes
of this series are available from our
bookstore.

A “view from the pew” came
from my good friend G.T. Moody,
retired minister of education/asso-
ciate pastor of First Baptist Church
in Murray. After “a life listening to
preachers,” Moody reminded our
students to “give priority to the
Scriptures, develop strong relation-
ships and be a person of prayer.”

The Lord uniquely blessed the
visit of Nashville evan-
gelist Harold Hunter.
Amens quietened when
he said, “Some of you
have sacrificed marriage
and family on the altar
of ministerial success.”
His personal pilgrimage
of “forsaking even the
ministry to be a disci-
ple” had an invitation
that continued into the
following class period. -
Many students knelt at

revival in September led

by Rob Finley of Memphis, Tenn.,
emphasized prayer and spiritual
awakening. Morning and evening
services concluded with significant
personal decisions. Finley will re-
turn to the campus for special
prayer seminars.

Kentucky native James Barry, a
28-year veteran at the Baptist Sun-
day School Board, and D.L. Low-
rie from First Baptist Church in
Lubbock, Texas, came for the sec-
ond annual Barry Lectures on
preaching and worship. These three

‘Herald-Leader religion writer Paul

the altar in prayer.
The following day Lexington

Prather reviewed some current
trends facing ministry leaders. It
was great to hear someone from the
secular media acknowledge “some-
thing is happening. I believe we’re
on the verge of a great revival.”
There is nothing like the singing
and fellowship in these services.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Unreached people groups present gospel challenge |

By Craig Bird
SBC Foreign Mission Board

NORTHERN AFRICA (BP)—
How do you share the gospel with a
tribe of 1 million people spread across
three countries who’ve had no known
contact with Christianity in more than
1,000 years?

First, forget everything you know
about baseball. Because if you quit
after only three strikes, not many peo-
ple will understand and respond to the
claims of Jesus Christ.

Baptist missiologists say that rule
applies across large chunks of the
enormous expanse of the Middle East
and northern Africa.

“There are many reasons the peo-
ple in these areas are unreached,” one
strategist said. “Anyone wanting to
witness starts out with a lot more than
three strikes against him or her:”

Barriers include: ’

I Language, because many tribes
and ethnic groups speak dialects that
have no written form and no transla-
tions of the Bible.

0 Culture, because many societies
are so saturated with Islam and tradi-
tional beliefs they form almost a
seamless whole. To reject the religion
of the group is to reject the group.

I Remoteness, which means expe-
rience in camel riding is valuable and
enough mechanical ability to keep a
four-wheel-drive moving through the
sand almost mandatory.

0l Climate, since the region features
fierce heat, scarce rainfall and pene-
trating winds.

In many places, add political insta-
bility, an ancient and violent tradition
of blood feuds and intertribal warfare
and a rising militancy among Muslim
militants.

So how does the Christian mes-
sage get presented? A common an-
swer: by living out a Christian com-
mitment.

“If we follow Jesus’ command in
Matthew 25 (to feed the hungry, pro-
vide water to the thirsty, care for
strangers, clothe the naked, heal the
sick and visit the prisoners) then of-
ten people also become open to hear-
ing the truth of John 3:16,” noted an-
other Christian observer. “Many of
these people have never actually met
a Christian, and what they know
about Christianity is the distortions
and untruths they’ve heard repeated
by their religious leaders.”

Millions of people in this part of
the world are hungry, thirsty, sick and
naked—physically and spiritually.
Especially refugees.

“Refugees are a problem to the
host countries, most of whom have
large populations of poor citizens of
their own to worry about. So if we can
offer funds and staff to help ease the
strain refugees put on them, govern-
ments are happy for aid groups to
come in and help as long as they
aren’t overtly Christian,” said
“George,” a missionary with the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board. The missionary’s real name
could not be used for this article due
to security concerns.

As aresult, the evangelism that re-
sults from meeting human needs is
both subtle and cautious.

“We want to make disciples, but

we have no desire to make unneces-
sary martyrs or get kicked out of an
area by making our witness unneces-
sarily public,” George explained.

He and his wife, veterans of tradi-
tional mission assignments in a coun-
try where missionaries are welcome,
felt drawn to a tribe of more than 1
million people, spread across three
countries, with no known formal con-
tact with Christianity in more than
1,000 years.

“That doesn’t mean there may not
have been an occasional Christian
from that ethnic group, just that there
was no record of it,” he explained.

Four years ago they were reas-
signed to seek ways to tell the tribe
about Jesus. For more than a year they
and their children lived in one of the
countries where the people group can
be found. They learned the language
and culture, developed contacts with
other Christians in the country who
might be bridges to their focus tribe—
and endured heat, loneliness and frus-
tration.

. Christianity isn’t legally banned in
the country, but it is tightly restricted
and oppressed. Yet the missionary
preached in public 65 times and 75
people—some Muslims and some
from other traditional religion back-
grounds—became Christians.

- One of the 75 came from the tar-
get tribal group. “David” actually had
become a Christian years before after
encountering the Bible while studying
in another country. But he had not
been ready to make the public com-
mitment of baptism until George
taught him more about Christianity.

The missionary also made contacts
in the government, with relief agen-
cies and among the leaders of the
tribe. He showed the “Jesus” film to
four businessmen brothers at their
home one evening after they had be-
gun talking about the unfairness of
life and the evil in the world. Relief
projects—including digging wells at
arefugee camp, establishing farm co-
operatives and teaching crafts to help
women generate income—produced
other opportunities to talk one-on-one
about Jesus Christ. -

In one refugee camp, with no ad-
vertising, George set up a projector
and showed the “Jesus” film in Ara-
bic. More than 1,000 people gathered.

“I sat in the car after I started the
film and kind of slouched down and
hoped no police or religious leaders
would happen by,” he said. “That’s
the only time I’ve done something
like that, but it just seemed like God

was leading me to do that that night. -

There’s a church in that section of the
camp now, though I don’t work di-
rectly with it.”

Another time the missionary
dropped into the government office
that supervises refugee work in one
district.

“The man who said what we could
and couldn’t do was visibly upset,”
the missionary remembered. “When I
asked why, he told me he was being
replaced for political reasons; he
thought his career was over. I felt the
Lord wanted me to give him a Bible,
but I thought long and hard about do-
ing that. If it upset him, he could kick
me out of the country. But I gave him
the Bible and told him how it had

some answers that could help him.”

The next week the firing was can-
celed and the man was promoted.
Now he oversees relief work for the
entire country and is close friends
with the missionary.

“He knows I'm a Christian who
tells other people about Christ, yet
anytime I need to see him I can get an
appointment,” George said. “God
knew what he was doing. That man
approved us to set up projects in oth-
ers areas of the country.”

But George’s job isn’t limited to

relief work. One priority is to get the

Bible to the people. He is attacking
that barrier on two fronts: getting the
Scriptures to the people orally and
getting the Bible into written form.

“Our best hope for the oral presen-
tation of the Bible is a credit card-
sized oral tract,” he said. “The 30-
minute sermon on it can be played up
to 1,000 times before the battery runs
down. That’s 1,000 times the word of
God can be preached around a camp-
fire or during coffee ceremonies or
even while the listener is riding on a
camel.”

Work already has begun on put-
ting the tribal language into written
form. David will play a key role in
translating the Bible after he com-
pletes a college degree in a neighbor-

ing country.

“Sometimes when you spend a
day in 120-degree heat or when the
government bureaucracy is over-
whelming, it can seem like we’re
working at the end of the earth,”
George admitted while recovering
from a bruising nine-hour drive that
covered a mere 125 miles of desert.

“But then, Jesus did tell us we
were to take the gospel exactly
there—to the ends of the earth. If we
do that, the Holy Spirit will take care
of the rest.”

s A HARD ROAD This former

" el Muslim woman (above)
was baptized secretly, but
her act demonstrated brav-
ery in a society where re-
jection of Islam is rejection
of a way of life. The photos
at center and left show no-
madic herdsmen dancing
and hauling water. (BP
photos)
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Baptist Healthcare System’s values
are derived from the depth of its Christian
heritage, particularly its Baptist roots.
Originating from that heritage are the values
of humanity, compassion, mercy, fairness,
justice, and reverence for the sanctity of life.
’ As employees, management and the boards of
‘ directors serve our constituencies and one
a tl St ' ~another, we seek to enhance the physical,

emotional and spiritual health and well-being
of all persons, without discrimination
ealthcare =%
The growth of Baptist Healthcare

S y Stem System will be accomplished in accordance

with our core values and through basic
commitments to our constituencies.

Statement
of Values

Our Commitment To Our Community

We believe it is our responsibility to provide accessible healthcare.

We believe that it is our duty to be financially responsible in the
structure and delivery of healthcare services.

We believe it is our responsibility to contribute to the improvement of
the general health and wellness of our community and environment through
a continuum of care, effective community education and continuous quality
improvement of our services.

We believe that it is our responsibility to provide care to all who are in

- need, without regard to ability to pay, yet within the reasonable bounds of
responsible stewardship.

We believe that it is our responsibility to be a good corporate citizen by
conducting business in a manner that is in the mutual best interest of the
hospitals and the communities they serve.

- We believe it is our responsibility to foster an environment that
encourages volunteers from the community to contribute their diversity of
talents to enhance our services.

BAPTISI‘ HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

4007 Kresge Way
Louisville, KY 40207
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