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Public education
Public education does
not have to be void of

religious reference,
according to three

panelists who spoke last.

week on religion and the
public schools.
See page 3.

Family Forum

* My teens are as different

as night and day. My 15-
year-old daughter
dreams of becoming a
singer and movie star,
but her 17-year-old
brother has no plans
beyond high school
graduation. What can we
do? See page 4.

Editorial

Alzheimer's victims and
families need churches’
help. See page 5.

Virgin birth

A Southern Baptist
scholar says the
controversial Jesus
Seminar has gone too
far in declaring the virgin
birth of Jesus not
historical. It's time for
Christian scholars to
speak out in defense of
traditional theology, he
says. See page 7.

Golden years

Senior adults need to
pay attention to their
self-esteem, the editor of
Mature Living magazine
says. See page 9.
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Computer age brings changes of biblical proportions

By Chip Alford
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Ready or
not, “cyberministry” is here.

Whether it’s preparing weekly ser-
mons with a laptop computer and a
Bible software package or “chatting”
on-line about theology with a col-
league from across the
country  or
around the
world, a grow- (6c .
ing number of ¢ eQm
ministers are taking a 7
leap of faith into the high-tech
world of computers.

And while many ministers remain
reluctant travelers, they are finding
their way onto America’s emerging
Information Highway.

“I didn’t know how to turn on a
computer three years ago,” said Ron
Rowe, director of the Jacksonville
(Fla.) Baptist Association. “But I re-
alized if I was going to stay abreast of
things such as communication and
cutting edge resources, I had to
learn.”

Rowe began his j journey by find-
ing.a “computer guru” who could
serve as his guide.

“I found someone who loves com-
puters, knows all about them, and I
asked him, ‘Will you be my teacher?’

- ‘Super $unday
sets new. reeard

He agreed and he did this at no
charge. He came over and took two
months to go over the basics with me
and then I’d practice on my own.and
call him on the phone from time to
time with questions.”

Although he still doesn’t consider
himself a computer expert, Rowe said

- he is making progress. He’s.a fre-

quent on-line communica-
tor on SBCNet,
the Southern
Baptist com-
puter commu-
St ; nications  net-
Qy work, and Leader-
ship Network, an in-
terdenominational com-
puter network for pastors and church
leaders.

“I simply download articles hav-
ing to do with various aspects of the
church and its ministry. And I use the
message and conference areas to in-
teract with people one-on-one or as a
group about Sunday school, evange-
lism, a variety of topics. I’ve found it
very helpful to me personally,” he
said.

Rowe’s association also is setting
up a data bank on a computer bulletin
board service so pastors and other
church leaders can record the names
of the people they have assisted with
such things as food or rent. Churches

then can access and add to the infor-
mation 24 hours a day, allowing them
to avoid duplicating services and
alerting them to potential con artists
who travel from church to church for

unneeded financial handouts.
“It’s very practical,” Rowe said,
“and it will save a lot of paperwork.”
Several Southern Baptists are set-
0 See Computer age ..., page 10

On-line compassion saved a life

Kentucky mlssmnarles offer healing & help

FARM AID Kentucky native Dale Beighle (left) operates on a wounded animal with assis-
tance from South African veterinary personnel.

By Kim Davis .
SBC Foreign Mission Board

MMABATAHO, South Africa—
At a time when the former Bophuthat-

swana homeland of South Africa is

unstable with political changes, a
Kentucky couple has a unique oppor-
tunity to share the gospel through vet-
erinary medicine and discipleship
training.

Dale and Ann Beighle, ongmally
from Falmouth and Elkhorn City, are
missionaries appointed by the South-
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Beighle trains nationals at the Uni-
versity of Bophuthatswana in veteri-
nary skills while also treating cows,
goats and sheep in the local villages
and at the university clinic. By doing

' s0, he encounters unusual opportuni-

ties to share his faith, including one

encounter with a witch doctor.
Villagers bring their animals to the

clinic daily. But Beighle also goes

into the villages three or four times a

week to treat animals.

“I often get calls to tend to cows
having trouble delivering calves,” he
explained. “One night recently, I was
called to deliver a calf. Without help,
the cow would have died. Losing a
cow is a significant loss to a villager.”

The missionary also treats uncom-
mon diseases such as anthrax, red
water and anaplasmosis. He teaches
nationals who are training to be ani-

mal health officers how to prevent the

spread of such diseases.

Each Wednesday morning, the
veterinarian also leads a Bible study
for the staff and students he works
0 See Missionaries offer ..., page 11



BAPTISTS

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)—The fu-
ture of Southern Baptist mission ef-
forts in Zambia went on trial—literal-
ly—Nov. 11, while another long-
standing issue in Zimbabwe over mis-
sionary work permits continues to
simmer. -

The Southern Baptist missionary
organization in Zambia informed
government officials Nov. 9 that it
would proceed with its lawsuit over
the refusal of immigration officials to
issue or renew work permits to mis-
sionaries without the concurrence of
the Baptist Convention of Zambia, a
separately registered society.

The court case is expected to take
about a week. The most extreme po-

tential outcome: All Southern Baptist
missionaries would have to leave the
country and all mission property—in-
cluding cars, houses and institu-
tions—would be turned over to the
convention.

In Zimbabwe, meanwhile, South-
ern Baptist mission officials have re-
quested a meeting. with President
Robert Mugabe over increasingly re-
strictive work permit policies that are
decimating the Southern Baptist mis-
sion force there.

The U.S. Embassy in Zambia has
taken the position that the Zambia
Baptist Mission—a society legally
registered with the government for 35
yeaIS'—Should be treated like anv nth_
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er such society. That means another
group should not be allowed control
of work permits.

Former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter, a popular friend of Zambia as
well as an active Southern Baptist, has
been asked to intervene.

In Zambia, mission spokesmen
declined a Zambian government me-
diator’s suggestion that the mission
immediately begin working under a
joint committee of five missionaries
and six members of the Baptist con-
vention’s executive committee—and
be bound by its decisions. The mis-
sion appealed to Baptist beliefs on

-autonomy.

“We cannot accept, as a matter of

Baptist mission work in Zambia on trial this week

church polity, that the executive com-
mittee of the convention has the right
to unilaterally control the activities of
another Baptist organization,” ex-
plained missionary Bonita Wilson,
acting mission administrator. “And
we do not accept, as a matter of law,
that one registered society has the
right under Zambian law to interfere
with the relationship of another regis-
tered society with the government.”

Two missionary work permits ex-
pire Nov. 23. Six more expire the first
week of December. No Southern
Baptist missionary holds a work per-
mit that runs beyond December 1996.
Currently 47 missionaries are as-
signed to Zambia.

Belmont loses Southern branch

NASHVILLE (BP)—In an unex-
pected move, Belmont University of-
ficials have been notified the school
no longer will house the extension
studies program of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Effective with the 1995 spring se-
mester, Southern’s extension studies
program will be located at the Baptist
Sunday School Board and Two Riv-
ers Baptist Church in Nashville, ac-
cording to Robert Hughes, director of
extension studies at the Louisville-
based seminary.

Steven Simpler, dean of Belmont
University’s school of religion, said
the letter he received dated Sept. 29
was “a surprise because I had no idea

something like this was going to hap-
pen.” The university has provided
free facilities and staff support for the
extension studies program since
1986. :

‘Simpler said students in the pro-
gram often expressed satisfaction
about being on a college campus and
having access to library and book-
store facilities. He said there are 20-
30 students in the program.

The letter from Hughes noted the
move “has nothing to do with the ad-
ministration of the program that you
have provided. It is rather an out-
growth of the changes that have taken
place in our denomination in recent
years.” N




KENTUCKY

By Mark Wingfield -
News Director

LEXINGTON—Public education
should not be—and does not have to
be—void of religious ideas, three
panelists said at a Nov. 7 forum on the
topic.

The forum, sponsored by the Ken-
tucky Baptist Fellowship, was held at
Trinity Baptist Church in Lexington.
Panelists were Thomas Boysen, Ken-
tucky education commissioner; Brent
Walker, general counsel for the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs; and David Keller, executive di-
rector of the Kentucky School Boards
Association.

“Public schools most certainly can
teach about religion,” Walker said in
explaining constitutional limitations.
“They just can’t proselytize or do de-
votional exercises.”

Walker drew a distinction between
teaching about religion—which he
said is constitutionally permissible in
public schools—and teaching reli-
gion—which is not.

Walker and the other panelists
agreed public educators at times have
overreacted to this distinction and
limited valid instruction about reli-
gion. Generally, this has happened
due to fears of lawsuits brought by
non-Christians, they said.

“It only takes one parent to sue,”
Keller explained.

On the other hand, Keller and
Boysen sounded conciliatory tones
toward Christian parents who believe
public education in Kentucky has
been scrubbed clean of all references
to their faith. '

“The moral tone of our young peo-
ple is going to have to be dealt with in
some creative ways,” Boysen said.

“Schools need to be looking for
ways to make a greater accommoda-
tion to parents with objections to cur-
rent school practices,” Keller said.

Keller built his case in terms of
public schools having a product to sell
on the open market: “We must find

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Young residents at Spring Meadows Children’s Home got a chance
to learn about life in Russia Nov. 7 when Vasily Logvinenko, former president of the
Russian Baptist Union, and his wife, Emilia, visited the campus. Boys from Moss Cottage
asked questions about everything from school, sports and fashions to what it was like to
be a Christian during times of religious persecution. The Logvinenkos (left) and translator
Michael Belkin are shown sharing refreshments with cottage residents and staff mem-
bers from the child-care agency.

_ways to be more responsive to the

needs of our consumers.”

If public schools do not begin to
accommodate the concerns of reli-
gious families, private education
could become the norm for “people
we can ill-afford to lose,” he said. “If
public schools are going to flourish,
we need to at least look at how far we
can accommodate parents with reli-
giously based values.”

Keller outlined three issues he said
are the most current examples of ten-
sion between Christians and public
education: ‘

¥ Graduation prayers.

0 Teaching of values.

0 Attempts to mix elements of pub-
lic and private education.

On the last point, Keller talked
about a changing paradigm for how
Americans do education.

He cited the example of a parent
who homeschools her children but
feels unable to teach mathematics ad-
equately. Should this parent, he
asked, be allowed to home school her
children for all other subjects and then
send the children to public school for
math class only?

“We are seeing the beginning of
the end of the philosophy of public
schools that one size fits all,” Keller
said later in a question-and-answer
period. “We must give parents more
choice to opt in and opt out of various
parts of school.” ,

Boysen spoke directly to criticism
he has received from some conserva-
tive Christians over implementation
of the Kentucky Education Reform
Act.

He noted the state board of educa-
tion and the General Assembly re-
sponded to these concerns by elimi-
nating plans to measure two contro-
versial goals—responsible group
membership and personal self-suffi-
ciency.

On the issue of teaching values,
Boysen said there are many “Chris-
tian” values that all parents could en-
dorse regardless of their faith. Public

Panelists see room for religion in schools

schools can and should seek to instill
these common values, such as hones-
ty, altruism, fidelity and respect, he
said. :

Further, concerned Christian par-
ents should find more strength in

KERA rather than less, Boysen said,

because KERA places school control
with local councils.

Also, Protestant churches in Ken-
tucky have not made use of a signifi-
cant provision of the law that could
benefit them, Boysen said. He re-
ferred to the provision for students to
use “release time” to receive religious

instruction off campus for up to one’

hour per week during normal school
time.

This would be a natural ministry
for Baptist churches to offer, Boysen
suggested.

Boysen also noted that public
schools and churches share a com-
mon desire to strengthen families.

“The family desperately needs to
be strengthened,” he said. “Parents

are the first and most influential teach-

ers of children.”

Walker outlined implications of
the free exercise and establishment
clauses of the First Amendment to

_talk about what public schools can

and cannot do with regard to religion.

For example, while it is not consti-
tutional to teach religion in public
schools, it is permissible—and even
desirable—to teach about religion.

Even religious holidays can be in-
corporated into public education in
this way, Walker said.

To explain the distinction between

teaching about religion and teaching

religion, Walker said schools should
offer:

I Academic rather than devotional
study.

B Awareness of religion rather than
acceptance of any one religion.

I Study about religion rather than
the practice of religion.

§ Education about all religions
rather than promotion or denigration
of any religion.

Mission trip expenses may be

tax deductible,

Are travel expenses incurred by
participants in partnership missions
projects tax-deductible?

The answer is a qualified yes, ac-

cording to a federal Internal Revenue
Service attorney.

Mission volunteers may write off
their travel expenses as long as their
participation in the trip involves “no
significant element of personal plea-
sure, recreation or vacation,” said
Karin Gross, a senior technician re-
viewer for the IRS chief counsel.

Gross cited Section 170-J of the
Internal Revenue Code, as well as
IRS Publication 526 as the rationale
for her answer.

The tax issue has come up for
some Kentucky Baptists who want to
deduct the $1,995 travel cost for their
participation in the Russia-Kentucky
Baptist mission partnership.

A partnership volunteer may claim
the travel expenses as a deduction, as
long as the volunteer can demonstrate
that participation in the project was

-

but he careful

almost exclusively a mission venture
and not a vacation or sight-seeing trip,
Gross said.

The best way to verify the purpose
of the trip would be to keep a log of
daily activities throughout the trip,
she suggested. Such a log should ac-
count for the participant’s entire wak-
ing hours, showing time spent in trav-
el, mission work, worship, sight-see-
ing and other activities. :

The other item that must be docu-
mented—the amount spent on trav-
el—can be verified by the Kentucky
Baptist partnership office or the part-
nership travel agent, said partnership
Coordinator Calvin Wilkins.

Some partnership volunteers have
asked their church treasurers or finan-
cial secretaries to validate their

claims, but they are the wrong author- |

ities, Gross said. She confirmed that
the source which documents the ex-
pense should be affiliated directly
with the trip, such as the partnership
office or travel agent.

BI.UE_GRASS BURGOO

B James Porter, pastor
of Pleasant View Baptist
Church in Russell
Springs, was honored
Oct. 20 on the 50th
anniversary of his
ordination to the
ministry. Porter has been
pastor of the Russell
Springs church 28 years
and also has served
other Kentucky
churches. He comes
from a long line of
Kentucky Baptists,
including a great-
grandfather who was a
charter member of
Somerset’s First Baptist
Church. He also is
related to John W.
Porter, editor of the
Western Recorder from
1918 to 1925. Porter
was honored in special
services planned by
Liberty Baptist Church
and the Russell County
Ministerial Association.

H “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” will be
presented by Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary’s church
music drama theater
Dec. 5 at 12:30 p.m. and
Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. Both
performances of the
Christmas opera are free
and open to the public.

W “Quest '94,” an
annual program for
Christian youth, is
planned at Cumberland
College Nov. 18-19.
Program personalities
include Alicia :
Williamson, AVB, Kelly
Green, Chonda Pierce’
and Abundance. For
information, call Rick
Fleenor at (800) 343-
1609.

M Cal Thomas,
nationally syndicated
conservative columnist,
will speak at Cumberland
College Nov. 28 at 10
a.m. in the Wayne
Rollins Center. The
speech is open to the
public.
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What should I do?

After reading “Is it OK for a Chris-
tian to celebrate Halloween?” (WR,
Oct. 25), I think my answer might
come from I Corinthians 6:12, “‘Ev-
erything is permissible for me,” but
not everything is beneficial. ‘Every-
thing is permissible for me,” but I will
not be mastered by anything.”

Things are different than they were
when I was growing up. I knew who
lived in most of the homes in town,
and the ones I didn’t know certainly
knew my parents
and grandparents.

We do not live
in a “kinder, gen-
tler” world, nor should we be con-
formed to it. As I sat in my living
room this All Hallows Eve, besieged
by little goblins of all kinds, I won-
dered how many of these young lives
have ever heard a word of the Bible?
How many have had the love and sup-
port of a church family?

What should I do? Shut the door
and turn out the lights? Refuse to
greet these youngsters? Put a sign in
the yard that says “Go Away, a Chris-
tian lives here!”?

Well, this year they got a little sack
of candy with a Christian tract in it. It
may be the only time they get to read
John 3:16. Should I expect lives to be
changed? Well, you know how the
song goes—It only takes a spark.”
I’m going to pray for these children; I
hope you will too.

Ruthanne Boyles
Frankfort

Morality missing

The young couple pleaded for the
safe return of their little sons. Appear-
ing numb with fear and grief, they
begged to have the boys back home.

Then the unbelievable was an-
nounced, the young mother was
charged with murder. The worst sce-

nario of the boys’ fate was horrible.
And we ask, “Why had the precious

BAPTIST FORUM

gift of life suddenly become so worth-
less to warrant the act of murder, and
by their own mother? Where was her
morality?”

More and more violent acts in-
volve the younger generation. Cruel-
ly, it seems, the more shocking the
crime—dropping a 5-year-old from a
14th-floor window, executions of

young people by gangs, drive-by- .

shootings—the more “macho” the
malefactors appear to their peers. -

Drastic change in morality of a
whole generation requires a philo-
sophical and/or
spiritual  shock-
wave. The most no-
table shock in mod-
ern times occurred when the U.S. Su-
preme Court legalized abortions.

The young learn by examples.
When they see “life” inside the moth-
er’s womb is of little or no value, then
what value will they place upon life
outside the mother’s womb? Who
failed to instill morality, failed to
lead?

Noble words such as in our Decla-
ration of Independence should be an
enforceable document. Note the word
“life”: “We hold these truths to be self
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their creator

with certain inalienable rights, that

among these are life ....”
Ted A. Smith
Ashland

Satan’s toehold

I have been so puzzled about the
term “Abstract of Principles” quoted
so often now in stories about South-
ern Seminary. So I looked in the dic-
tionary. Webster defined “abstract” as
“not in concrete” and “theoretical—a
summary of a larger document.”

God’s word is a personal letter to
each one of us. We must each search
the Scriptures to find what God wants
to tell us. How precious is that thought
to me.

I have wondered how Satan, that

old deceiver, got such a hold on our
denomination. Brother John A. Broa-
dus, that giant among believers, com-
promised to keep peace.

How gleeful Satan must have been
when the Abstract of Principles was
adopted. Now he had a toehold. He
could manipulate unsuspecting be-
lievers—Baptists—always known as
“people of the Book.” -
Nellie Beach

Dry Ridge

Trust God’s grace

In a recent Sunday school lesson,
the author stated: “Sometimes sin is
dismissed as an illness. Sometimes it
is joked about as an action beyond our
control.” She then concluded that “sin
is a choice.” 3

I hope no one would read into
these words justification for heaping
condemnation, rejection and guilt on
those who are unable to comprehend
the difference between right and
wrong or are incapable of making a
freewill choice.

Whether we meet these individu-
als on the Alzheimer’s wing of a nurs-
ing home, on the psychiatric floor of
a hospital or sitting next to us at
church, we should be slow to label as
sin what may be the result of chemi-
cal imbalance of the brain or a neuro-
logical dysfunction.

The grace of God compels us to
move beyond our religious prejudic-

es and to free our faith from those el-

ements that undermine the integrity of
our Christian witness. We must not be
afraid to challenge the traditional pat-
terns of religious thought when they
violate the integrity of men and wom-
en of faith.

Our security does not rest in our
interpretation of Scripture but in the
grace of God. We, like Christ, must
look beyond the legalism of our day
and trust the grace of God to be suffi-
cient when confronting social issues.

Joseph S. Lovell
Florence

After the vote, please stay!

As I write this column, I try to en-
vision myself a messenger to the 1994
Kentucky Baptist Convention meet-
ing in Frankfort.

Most will have access to this col-
umn (if, indeed, they read it) some-

time on Tuesday when the
Western Recorder will be LRI (1]}
distributed to roughly @lI[HAL;]d;

2,500 messengers and vis-
itors.

Another 50,000 Ken-
tucky Baptist homes will
receive the Western Re-
corder by mail one or two
days later.

In 1993, the total mem-
bership of churches affili-
ated with the Kentucky

William W. Marshall

with the final tally of a balloted vote.

Several observations may be gen-
erated from these statistics:

I A relatively small percentage of
eligible messengers participate in an-
nual state convention meetings. An
even smaller percentage
participate in the annual
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion meetings (under 10
percent).

# Annual associational
meetings, with some ex-
ceptions, generate a high-
er percentage of messen-
gers than state or national
conventions.

There are obvious rea-
sons for this, including

Baptist Convention was
774,082 with a resident membership
listed at 560,397. Based on KBC re-
quirements for “messengership,”
15,884 Kentucky Baptists are eligible
to vote as messengers this year. If an
estimated 2,500 messengers register,
it means 15.7 percent of the eligible
messengers will register this year, up
slightly from prior years.
Interestingly, not all of those who
register as messengers vote, as attest-
ed by a comparison of the registration

proximity and logistics. It
is less distant, less expensive and less
time-consuming the closer to home
the meeting. And, in most cases, the
closer to home, the more interest and
ownership a messenger is willing to
exert.

Undoubtedly, the additional inter-
est in our state convention this year is
focused on the election of a president.
That will become even more evident
if, after the presidential election, a sig-
nificant number of messengers head

for home.

I suppose we must accept that re-
ality in days like these when the secu-
lar and religious alike have concen-
trated on “getting out the vote.”

And whether “winner” or “loser,”
those who leave after the presidential
vote will miss the best of the occasion.
For our Kentucky Baptist Convention
is far more than an annual presiden-
tial vote, however important that is.

Indeed, we are a big, mission-ac-

tive family—each with a story to tell,
each with this “annual moment” to
say thank you and to tell a little good
news. :
To leave after the vote is like get-
ting up from a family birthday meal
after we have had our opportunity to
speak (vote), but leaving before hear-
ing from the rest of the family. And
by the time little Sarah gets her time
to speak, many of the family have
gone.

To those of you who have come
only to vote, let me ask you as a
granddad asks his children who 'seem
to be in such a hurry to eat and leave:
“Please stay. It will be a whole year
before we have dinner together as a
family again.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
TEEN-AGERS




EDITORIALS

Alzheimer’s victims & families need churches’ help

Ronald Reagan’s touching announcement that he has Alzheimer’s
disease raised our national awareness regarding a most frightful malady.
If anyone had not yet associated Alzheimer’s with a face they know,
now they can connect it with the Gipper’s famous grin. Unfortunately,
they can project how that grin will lose its sparkle as the disease drowns
the former president’s bright optimism in a whirlpool of debilitating de-
mentia.

Although Alzheimer’s eventually will isolate President Reagan in-
side his own mind, he is not alone. Four million Americans suffer from
the disease, which cannot be prevented nor cured. Every year, 100,000
Alzheimer’s victims die, and 250,000 new cases are diagnosed. Alzhe-
imer’s costs our society at least $82.7 billion annually. Its victims live an
average of seven years after contracting the disease, typically between
the ages of 65 and 85. By the time the current generation of young adults
reaches advanced age, 14 million Americans will have Alzheimer’s.

The victims themselves represent only a fraction of Alzheimer’s trag-
ic impact. Millions more—their families and close friends—are cruelly
victimized too. While the people who contract the disease slip into de-
mentia and a benign ignorance of their state, friends and family must
watch as someone they love is taken from them bit by bit and robbed of
lifelong presence and personality. Researchers estimate Alzheimer’s af-
fects one-third of the families in the United States.

These families are an open mission field for our churches. In Mat-
thew 25, Jesus talked about the importance of ministry to “the least of
these” in society. Surely the people who love and care for Alzheimer’s
victims qualify for this category and desperately need the loving touch

While much of the treatment of Alzheimer’s victims involves high-
tech medicine, much of the ministry they and their families need is low-
tech but high-touch. Seventy percent of Alzheimer’s patients live at
home, usually with a spouse or other family member. The person with
Alzheimer’s needs virtually full-time attention to prevent that person,
whose powers of reason and comprehension have evaporated, from get-
ting hurt. Both the victims and the caregivers need the help church groups
can provide.

A testimony to the fear, frustration and fatigue of caregivers comes
from Frances Hightower of Tampa, Fla., who cared for her mother with
Alzheimer’s for 15 years and who served on the federal health care pan-
el. “I'had no concept of what the future would hold,” she recalled. “Had
I known, I would have been totally terrified.” Asked about the greatest
need of Alzheimer’s caregivers, she said: “It is difficult to pick just one,
but respite comes to me first. Unless you can get away from the constant
demands of caregiving, you cannot continue to endure.”

Hundreds of adult day-care facilities have been created across the
country, but many more are needed. Churches ought to consider this
redemptive ministry to both Alzheimer’s victims and their caregivers. In
addition, churches need to form ministry teams that can sit with Alzhe-
imer’s victims in their homes while their caregivers get away for a few
hours of rest and relaxation.

For free materials about Alzheimer’s and how to help victims and
caregivers, call the American Health Assistance Foundation at (800) 437-
AHAF or the Alzheimer’s Disease Education and Referral Center at
(800) 438-4380.

of Christian friends and neighbors.

Marv Knox

Thanks, Kentucky

Thank you, Kentucky-Russia Bap-
tist volunteers, for coming to work
with us and our brothers and sisters in_
Russia. And thank you for all the
American “goodies” you brought to
us.
We love you all and hope to see
you here again.
Please continue to
pray for us as we
serve the Lord in
the wonderful country of Russia.

Rob & Joan Robinson

Norm & Martha Lytle

Billy & Annette Jackson

Ken & Lou Ann Locke

Jamie & Vickie Elliott

Mel, Nancy, Sarah & Anna Skinner
Randy, Robin, Adam & Corrie
Covington

Jack & Avah Shelby

Ed, Jeri, Adam, Anna, Rachel &
Rebecca Tarleton

BAPTIST FORUM

Paul, Lori, Rebekah, Sarah & Lydia
Babb

Get involved

Praise God for the Russia/Ken-
tucky Baptist partnership! As a mem-
ber of an evangelistic team that re-
cently went to St. Petersburg, I wit-
nessed firsthand the
great things God is
doing in Russia. I
am writing to en-

. courage Kentucky Baptists to get in-

volved in this wonderful ministry.
You can be involved in at least three
ways:

i Pray fervently. Pray for our mis-
sionaries serving there. Pray for the
believers in Russia. Pray for Ken-
tucky Baptist partnership Director
Benton Williams and Coordinator
Calvin Wilkins as they coordinate our
efforts. Pray for Kentucky Baptists
who have answered God’s call to go

with a partnership team.

1 Give cheerfully. Bibles and Sun-
day school literature need to be print-
ed. Churches need to be built. Minis-
tries need to be supported. Volunteers
must be sent to the towns and villages
to proclaim the name of our Savior.

0 Go willingly. Is God speaking to
your heart about partnership mis-
sions? Do not hesitate. Follow his
leading. You will be glad you did!

2 Chris Platt
Henderson

Take inventory

Must we be reminded that as
Christians our first allegiance is to
God and not man? I am a Christian
first, then secondly a conservative or
a liberal or whatever.

It is my belief that most Baptists’
positions relative to our convention
issues are formed because of person-
al friendships and pastor influences.

How much better and nobler would
it be if one’s theological position
were attained by sincere prayer and
Bible study.

It has been my experience that
when a major crisis occurs in a Chris-
tian’s life, most turn immediately to
God for help and seek afresh his
promises in the Bible. We all seem
to hold the same position then; name-
ly, God is our only refuge and
strength.

When we put God first, we are
motivated by love. If motivated by
love, there will be less subjective
criticism directed at our denomina-
tional and seminary leaders and a
more tolerant attitude toward all peo-
ple in general. The Bible says if we
love God, we cannot despise or hold
bad feelings toward our fellow man.
One can’t have it both ways; let’s
take personal inventory.

Jack Strange
Louisville
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November is
National
Aizheimer’s
Disease Month.
Four million
Americans suffer
from the disease,
which camnot be
prevented nor
cured.
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Voters speak on gambling and other moral issues

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP)—
It was win some, lose some for gam-
bling opponents in a number of state
elections Nov. 8.

Voters in Missouri, New Mexico,
South Dakota and the Virgin Islands
approved gambling initiatives on state
ballots, while those in Florida, Colo-
rado, Wyoming, Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, Rhode Island and on Indian
reservations said no to gambling mea-
sures. :

In Florida, voters rejected casino
gambling for the third time in 16 years
despite being outspent 10-1 in the
most expensive political campaign in
state history. Voters overwhelmingly
defeated a referendum, 62 percent-to-
38 percent, that would have allowed
casinos at 47 sites.

Gambling opponents didn’t fare as
well in Missouri, where voters al-
lowed slot machines on riverboats, or
in New Mexico, where both a state
lottery and video gambling won ap-
proval. In South Carolina, only 10 of
46 counties voted to ban cash payouts
from video poker games.

In a non-binding referendum, Vir-
gin Islanders voted for casinos, hop-

. ing to boost an economy ailing since

Hurricane Hugo in 1989. But Nava-
jos turned down casinos on their res-
ervation, which stretches over Arizo-
na, New Mexico and Utah. Rhode Is-
landers also voted down casinos in
five cities, including Providence, the
capital and largest city. Voters in
western Massachusetts rejected a
non-binding referendum for casino

gambling proposed in Hampden
County.

Colorado voters turned down slot
machines at commercial airports,
while Wyoming said no to slot ma-
chines, video poker, blackjack and
poker. Minnesotans rejected off-track
betting on horse races. South Dakota,
meanwhile, approved a video lottery.

A proposed amendment to the Ar-
kansas constitution allowing a state
lottery and casino gambling at two
racetracks was removed from the bal-
lot Oct. 14 by the state Supreme
Court, which found the ballot titles
“misleading.”

Other moral and social issues on
state ballots included:

M Euthanasia. Oregon passed a
law allowing the terminally ill to get

lethal medication, becoming the first
state in the nation to exempt doctors
from prosecution for assisting in sui-
cides.

B Abortion. Wyoming rejected a
measure that would have banned
abortion except in cases of rape, in-
cest or to save the woman’s life.

B Homosexuality. Oregon and
Idaho rejected propositions that
would limit gay-rights protection,
outlaw school programs that suggest
homosexuality is acceptable and keep
books on homosexuality away from
minors.

B Obscenity. Colorado refused to
adopt the U.S. Supreme Court’s defi-
nition of obscenity, which relies on
community standards. Oregon reject-
ed a similar measure. j

Religious Freedom Act said to bhe faring well in first year

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Her-
alded as the most significant law af-
fecting religious liberty since the Bill
of Rights, the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act has lived up to its bill-
ing a year after its passage, church-
state specialists say.

RFRA has had a substantial impact
since President Clinton signed the bill
into law last Nov. 16, said Brent
Walker, general counsel of the Bap-
tist Joint Committee, a religious-lib-
erty watchdog organization in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Backed by a 68-member coalition
representing nearly every point on the
religious and political spectrum, the
law restored a high level of protection
for religious practice. In 1990, the
U.S. Supreme Court abandoned the
standard it had used in previous rul-
ings that said government must have
a compelling interest, such as public
safety, before restricting religious
practice.
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After the court handed down its
decision in Employment Division vs.
Smith—stripping the high level of
protection for religious freedom—
more than 60 church-state cases were
decided with religious claimants los-
ing in nearly every instance. :

The Free Exercise Clause of the
Constitution’s First Amendment “was
all but a dead letter after Smith,”
Walker said.

But in the first year under RFRA,
the tide has turned. More than 30 cas-
es involving religious liberty claims
have invoked the bill’s provisions.

And RFRA'’s impact goes beyond
those numbers, said Melissa Rogers,
the Baptist Joint Committee’s associ-
ate general counsel. Under the law,
the government is discouraged from
adding restrictions on religious prac-
tice it might have tried to implement
under the lower standard of the Smith
ruling. There is no way to calculate
the number of cases that will never go

NATIONAL NOTES

to court because of RFRA, she said.

Texas law professor Doug Lay-
cock said that while religious liberty
claims stand a better chance of pre-
vailing under RFRA, it’s still too ear-
ly to tell what the law’s full impact
will be. Cases are being argued dif-
ferently under the statute, he said, but
most have not yet been decided.

“It is still possible for this statute
to make an enormous difference or to
fizzle out,” he said.

RFRA has clearly influenced a de-
cision in only a couple of cases, Lay-
cock said. In one, a District of Colum-
bia zoning board tried to shut down a
Presbyterian church’s feeding pro-
gram. The church sued, citing RFRA,
and won the right to continue to min-
ister to the homeless, he said.

Steve McFarland, director of the
Christian Legal Society’s Center for
Law and Religious Freedom, said
RFRA has “leveled the playing field
for believers when confronted by

heavy-handed government regula-
tions or laws burdening religion.”

“I think it also sent a message fo
government officials that religious
exercise no longer is a doormat,” Mc-
Farland added.

In another recent development,
Justice Clarence Thomas objected to
a refusal by the Supreme Court to
hear a case he believed had RFRA
implications. The court, over Tho-
mas’ objection, declined Oct. 31 to
hear a landlord’s argument that Alas-
ka’s fair housing law should not force
him to violate his religious beliefs by
renting to unmarried couples.

The landlord, Tom Swanner, had
asked the high court to reverse a rul-
ing by the Alaska Supreme Court,
which found that neither the religion
clauses of U.S. and Alaska constitu-
tions nor the Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act could excuse him from
complying with Alaska’s ban on mar-
ital-status discrimination in housing.




Baptist scholar disputes Jesus Seminar

FORT WORTH, Texas (RNS)—
The controversial Jesus Seminar has
declared that Jesus Christ was not
born of a virgin, a notion one South-
ern Baptist theologian has labeled
“perilous” to the faith.

“The Bible’s report of the virgin-
al birth of Jesus is reliable history,”
said Bruce Corley, a New Testamant
scholar and dean of the theology
school at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Worth. “It
is perilous (to the faith) to deny the
virgin birth as part of the New Testa-
ment.”

Corley charged that participants
in the Jesus Seminar are “driving a
wedge between faith and history
among people.”

He said scholars who affirm the
traditional teachings of the Bible are
planning to fight back by creating
their own highly visible forum to
counter the bizarre claims of the
Jesus Seminar.

“We expect it to come from an
international team of reputable schol-
ars sometime in the next year,” he

said.

The Jesus Seminar is a group of
about 80 scholars who represent var-
ious Protestant and Roman Catholic
traditions. The group meets twice
each year and votes on aspects of
Scripture using paper ballots or col-
ored beads dropped into a ballot box.

Few of the Jesus Seminar schol-
ars are considered friendly toward
the kind of evangelical or conserva-
tive theology known among South-
ern Baptists.

Last year, the Jesus Seminar de-
cided Jesus actually spoke only 18
percent of the words attributed to him
in the Bible.

Now a group of 27 Jesus Seminar
scholars has studied the New Testa-
ment account of Jesus’ birth and de-
termined that Mary had sexual rela-
tions before she became pregnant
with Jesus. The group disagrees on
whether Jesus’ biological father was
Joseph or an unknown figure. :

The virgin birth of Jesus is a cor-
nerstone of the Christian faith. It is
embodied in the Apostles’ Creed, a

confession of faith recited in the Ro-
man Catholic Church and many Prot-
estant churches, and in the Nicene
Creed used in Orthodox churches.

But these ancient Christian
creeds, the Jesus Seminar said,
should be understood as theological
statements and not historical fact. A
close reading of the Gospel accounts
suggests the writers never intended
to say Jesus was born of a virgin, said
Daryl Schmidt, a seminar participant
and professor at Texas Christian Uni-
versity in Fort Worth.

In other controversial declarations
out of their latest meeting, the Jesus
Seminar determined:

8 Jesus probably did not descend
from King David, and the genealo-
gies purporting to show the Davidic
lineage are inventions of the author
of the Book of Matthew.

1 Jesus probably was not born in
Bethlehem, and the visit of the Magi
is a fabrication. '

1 The slaughter of infants by
Herod the Great as described in Mat-
thew did not happen.

Abortion pill now being tested in U.S.

WASHINGTON  (BP)—The
French abortion pill, RU 486, is cur-
rently being used in the United States
through clinical trials in more than a
dozen cities.

More than 2,100 women over the
age of 18 and in the early stages of
pregnancy will participate in the tri-
als, which were announced Oct. 27 by
The Population Council in New York
City. In May, The Population Coun-
cil received the United States patent
to the drug by donation from Roussel
Uclaf, the French company which
developed RU 486.

RU 486, also known as mifepris-
tone, is used in combination with an-
other drug, misoprostol, to induce
abortion in women in the early weeks
of pregnancy. The procedure is legal
in France, Great Britain and Sweden.

While The Population Council
said more than 150,000 women have
used RU 486 safely in Europe, the
National Right to Life Committee has
said the drug has caused the death of
one woman and injuries to others.

The Population Council’s presi-

dent, Margaret Catley-Carlson, said
the organization believes RU 486
“will provide an equally safe alterna-
tive to surgical abortion ... . Women
who have used this regimen report it
is similar to a natural miscarriage.”

The council hopes to have RU 486
on the U.S”market in 1996, a spokes-
person said.

Organizations opposed to abortion
decried the trials.

“It is a tragedy that pro-abortion
advocates want to use women as
guinea pigs,” said National Right to
Life President Wanda Franz.

“By bringing RU 486 into this
country, ‘The De-Population Coun-
cil’ has effectively taken aim and fired
at women’s and children’s health,”
said Ben Mitchell, consultant on bio-
medical and life issues for the South-
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion.

But Planned Parenthood President

Pamela Maraldo hailed the trials and

those responsible for them.
“Credit must go to President Clin-
ton and to Health and Human Servic-

es Secretary Donna Shalala for stand-
ing by their commitment to make
mifepristone a reality for American
women,” she said in a written release.

On his third day in office, Clinton
directed the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to determine if the import ban
on RU 486 should be lifted.

The procedure for RU 486 re-
quires at least three visits to a clinic,
according to The Population Council.
On the first visit, the woman takes
three tablets of RU 486, then returns
two days later for two tablets of miso-
prostol. After a four-hour stay at the
clinic on this second visit, about 70
percent of women expel their unborn
child from the womb. The remainder
of women will expel the embryonic
child after they leave the clinic. Two
weeks after the first visit, the woman
returns to make sure the abortion is
complete. If it is incomplete, a surgi-
cal abortion is done.

RU 486 causes the lining of the
uterus to release the human embryo,
while misoprostol causes the uterus.to
contract, expelling the body.

Ethicists search for ‘just peace’ theory -

By Pat Cole
Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE (BP)—A Southern
Baptist professor helped organize a
panel of Christian ethicists and inter-
national relations experts who are at-
tempting to build a basis for peace-
making in the post-Cold War era.

“We want to see if we can agree
on a new method of Christian ethics
called ‘just peacemaking,’”’ said Glen
Stassen, professor of Christian ethics
at Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in Leuisville. “For centuries,
we’ve had just war theory and paci-
fism, which argue whether it’s all
right to make war.” He emphasized,
however, neither of these theories ad-
dress what steps to take to make
peace.

The 20 scholars met Oct. 28-30 at
the Abbey of Gethsemani near Bard-
stown. Another meeting will be held
next summer or fall. In the meantime,
several members of the committee
will be refining a working document
that listed eight principles of peace-
making. Some of those principles are:

I Act so as to spread democracy
and human rights.

I Take initiatives to decrease an
adversary’s distrust and fear.

I Encourage international agree-
ments, initiatives, networks and rela-
tionships that decrease anarchy in the
world.

0 Get those who have a stake in a
conflict to talk “eyeball to eyeball.”

The idea of a “just peacemaking
theory” has been discussed for sever-
al years by ethicists, Stassen said, not-

ing four major denominations issued
statements in the 1980s calling for
such a theory.

“We realize that we went through
a 50-year period of the Cold War
without any war between the major
powers, and in fact it has been 100
years since there has been a war be-
tween democracies,” Stassen said.
“Furthermore, we’ve seen countries
like Poland, East Germany, South
Africa, the Philippines and even Iran
have revolutions by non-violent
methods. So we are wondering if
some new peacemaking initiatives are
spreading that are moving us away
from war.”

The gathering brought together
some of the nation’s foremost schol-
ars in diplomacy and ethical decision-
making and 20 invited observers.
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EEOC vows
to push ahead
on harassment

WASHINGTON
(ABP)—With or without
interpretative guidelines,
the Equal Employment.
Opportunity Commission
will enforce the federal
ban against religious and
other types of
harassment in the
workplace, the
commission’s new
chairman said Oct. 26.

In his first press
conference, Gilbert ;
Casellas emphasized that
the commission’s
decision last month to
withdraw controversial
workplace-harassment
guidelines does not
mean the agency will
retreat from its mission
to combat
discrimination.

“Guidelines or no
guidelines, we’re going
to enforce the law,”
Casellas said.

EEQC is charged with
enforcing the 1964 Civil
Rights Act’s ban against

-employment

discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex
or national origin. Last
year, the commission
drafted guidelines 1
designed to help
employers and
employees understand
what types of behavior
constitute harassment
ruled unlawful under the
1964 act.

The agency eventually
withdrew the entire
package of guidelines
over pressure from
Congress not to
implement guidelines
dealing with religious
harassment. The
proposed religious
harassment guidelines
had drawn heavy
criticism, largely from
conservative religious
groups that charged they
would lead to “religion-
free” workplaces. Other
religious groups urged
EEOC to keep religion in
the guidelines but to
clarify them to make
sure religious expression
was not muffled.



1994-1995 Report of the KBC Committee on Nominations

MAY REPORT

At-large (Southern Region)

1996 unexp. term: Kenneth Park, Franklin

Central Association

1995 unexp. term: Ed Hamlin, Springfield

East Lynn Association

1996 unexp. term: Jerry Lacefield,
Campbellsville

Enterprise Association

1996 unexp. term: Drew Martin,
Paintsville

Irvine Association

1996 unexp. term: Monty Carney, Annville

West Ky. Association

1996 unexp. term: Lewis Atwill, Fulton

Georgetown College Board of Trustees

1995 unexp. term: John Pettus, Lexington

FALL REPORT 1994
BOARDS OF AGENCIES
AND INSTITUTIONS

Baptist Healthcare

Terms ending 1998: Gene Cravens,
Lexington; William Daniel II, Corbin;
Jim Rickard, Corbin; Don Walker,
Paducah. BHS elects Paul Parker,
Corbin and Thomas Dedman,
Louisville.

Campbellsville College

Terms ending 1998-in-state: A. B.
Colvin, Louisville; Stephen Branscum,
Russell Springs; Ralph A. Tesseneer,
Campbellsville; Charles L. Westray,
Louisville; Mark C. Green, Frankfort;
J. Kevin McCallon, Paducah; Mike
Pope, Somerset; D. Michael Richey,
Lawrenceburg; and Donald L. Zuberer,
Valley Station.

Terms ending 1998—out-of-state: E. Bruce
Heilman, Richmond, Va.; Jack J.
Tichenor, Westchester, Ohio.

Clear Creek

Terms ending 1998-in-state: Gabriel
Collett, Cynthiana; Ron Morgan,
Frankfort; Anna White, Versailles;
Mary Lou Salter, Richmond; Curtis
Corey, Barbourville; Dudley Pomeroy,
Pineville.

Terms ending 1998—out-of-state: Jeffrey
Pound, Granville, Ohio; Jack Stewart,
Morristown, Tenn.

Cumberland College

Terms ending 1998—in-state: Robert F.
Browning, Somerset; Mrs. Jo Florence
Cordell, Williamsburg; Mrs. Judy
Rose, Lexington; Lynwood Schrader,
Lexington; Edgar Croley,
Williamsburg.

Terms ending 1998—out-of-state: J.
Charles Smiddy, Knoxville, Tenn.;
Tom Raper, Richmond, Ind.

Georgetown College

Terms ending 1998-in-state: John
Holston Jr., Louisville; Mrs. Susan
Keith, Ehzabethtown Mrs. Rachel
King, Lexington; William Kugel Sr.,
Owensboro; Lee T. Todd Jr.,
Lexington; Robert G. Baker,
Lexington; James W. Barnett,
Harrodsburg; E. R. Purdom, Danville;
Rebecca Simpson, Lyndon.

Terms ending 1998—out-of-state: Kenneth
Mahanes, Centerville, Ohio; R. G.
Puckett, Raleigh, N.C.)

Kentucky Baptist Foundation

Terms ending 1997 (3-year terms): H. C.
Baker, Louisville; C. C. Brasher Jr.,
Benton, Mary Pat Price, Paducah, John
D. Trisler, Harrodsburg.

Terms ending 1998 (4-year terms): Leigh
A. Jones, Berea; James C. Hales, Cold
Spring; D. Scott Neal, Lexington;
‘Curtis Warf, Richmond.

Kentucky Baptist Historical
Commission

N.E. Region: 1997 terms: Stan Williams,
Ashland.

S.C. Region: Fred Engle, Richmond.

Southern Region: Stephen Lile, Bowling
Green.

At-large members: 1995 terms: Joe
Cornwell, Fountain Run; Andrew
Rawls, Louisville. 1997 terms: Joe
Priest Williams, Louisville, Alma
Blair, Clinton.

Kentucky Homes for Children
1995 unexp. term: Bailey Taylor, Mt.
Washington.

1997 unexp. term: Mrs. Cheryl D.

Walker, Louisville.

Terms Ending 1998: Reginald L. Ayers,
Bowling Green; Gary Scott, Frankfort;
Gerald Sharon, Ft. Thomas; Ken S.
Reinhardt, Jr., Louisville; Mrs. Diane
Wilson, Madisonville.

Oneida Baptist Institute

Terms ending 1998: Don Robinson,
Corbin; Thomas A. Moore, Louisville;
Mrs. Carolyn R. Redding, Georgetown;
Ken B. Hinton, Maysville.

Temperance League

Terms ending 1997: Billy Craddock,
Louisville; Wilbur C. Powell, Franklin,
Robert Sutton, Taylorsville; Ty
Clenney, Greensburg; Orion Bell,
Louisville.

Western Recorder: Terms ending 1997:
Thomas T. Curry, Louisville; Mark
Boes, Cecilia; Sherry Hignite, London;
Kenneth Wells, Somerset.

EXECUTIVE BOARD: FALL, 1994
(All are 1997 terms except where noted)

At Large (Northeastern): Mrs. Dorothy
Crace, Ashland

At Large (Southwestern): Mrs. Mary
Pat Price, Paducah

At Large (Western): Stephen E.
Thompson, Morganfield

Associations:

Allen: (1995): Unfilled

Bell: (1995 term): Jerry Tracy, Pineville

Bethel: Ronnie Grace, Trenton

Blackford: (1995 term): Roger
Willoughby, Lewisport

Blood River: Glenn Cope, Benton; Gary
Cruse, Benton

Booneville: Claude S. May, Big Creek;
Johnny Adamson, Manchester

Breckinridge: George Tichenor, Falls of
Rough

Caldwell-Lyon: (1997): Unfilled

Casey Co.: Major Nolan, Somerset

Christian Co.: Charles Burgett, Pembroke

Daviess-McLean: Larry Barker, Utica;
Linda Hopson, Owensboro; (1997):
Unfilled

East Lynn: (1996 term): Robert Batcher,
Campbellsville

Elkhorn: Chuck Overton, Lexington;
Jean Cravens, Lexington; Harold Polk,
Lexington; Mike Osborne, Lexington;
Anna White, Versailles; (1997):
Unfilled -

Goshen: (1996 term): Eugene R.
Logsdon, Big Clifty

Graves: Larry Smith, Boaz

Green Valley: (1996 term): Stephen L.
Dickerson, Henderson; Alan Witham,
Henderson

Greenup: (1995 term): Tom Melvin,
Catlettsburg: Robert M. Donovan,
Olive Hill

Jackson: (1995 term): Unfilled

Liberty: Ray Woodie, Glasgow

Lincoln Co.: (1995 term): Gary D. King,
Waynesburg; (1996 term): Curtis G.
Brock, Hustonville

Little River: Steve Hardy, Cadiz

Logan: Bob Barnes, Russellville

Long Run: Mike Diggs, Louisville; Jerry
Browning, Louisville; Steve Spencer,
Louisville; Bill Groover, Louisville;
Joana Johnson, Louisville; (1995
term): Unfilled; (1995 term): Unfilled;
(1997 term): Unfilled; (1997 term):
Unfilled

Lynn: Dan King, Hodgenville

Mercer: Mark Baldauff, Harrodsburg

Middle Fork: (1995 term): Unfilled

Mt. Zion: Jerry D. Lowrie, Williamsburg

Muhlenberg Co.: Leroy Rearden,
Central City; Kenneth Galyen,
Greenville

Nelson: (1996 term): Ray Armstrong,
Shepherdsville; Billy Compton, Mt.
Washington

North Concord: Robert K. Lowery,
Barbourville

No. Kentucky (1995 term): Herbert
Booth, Florence; Arnold Caddell,
Burlington; Mark Keith, Burlington

Ohio Co.: (1996 term): John Cashion,
Beaver Dam

Ohio River: Ray Gilliland, Smithland

Ohio Valley: Garey Mitchell, Sturgis

Pike: Rick Shannon, Pikeville

Pine Mountain: (1996 term): Unfilled

Red River: John Ramsey, Wellington

Rockeastle: Mark A. Whicker, Brodhead

Russell Co.: Frank Merrill,
Campbellsville

Russell Creek: Ray Acree, Greensburg

Salem: Gary Kasey, Rineyville

Severns Valley: Bob Owsley, Cecilia

Shelby: David Head, Waddy; Ann
Harmon, Shelbyville

Simpson: Billy F. Randolph, Franklin

South District: Rodney Lynch, Danville

South Unien: James Jones Jr.,
Williamsburg

Sulphur Fork: Ferrill Davis:Sr., Milton

Tates Creek: Dennis Brewer, Richmond;
Douglas Cobb, Richmond

Ten Mile: Donald Bingham, Dry Ridge

Union: Lynn Bertram, Cynthiana

Warren: James Doyel, Bowling Green

Wayne Co.: (1997 term): Unfilled

West Union: (1995 term): Richard
Edmiston, Paducah; Terry Mitcheson,
Keyvil; Harley Dixon, Paducah; Bettie
Wright, Barlow; Coley Bradley,
Paducah

“ Whites Run: Kenneth Massey, thnt

Preacher of the 1995 Annual Sermon:
Dr. Roy Honeycutt, Louisville;
Alternate: A. B. Colvin, Louisville

Committee on Nominations
Billy Compton, chairperson; Howard
Wilson; Michael C. Rogers; French
Harmon; Otis L. Greer; Wayne
Kuhner; Ben Baird; Monty Camney;
Carl Evals; Kim Johnson; Dennis
Plank; David Wilkerson,; Ken
Graham; Jeff Eaton; Rusty Ellison;
Larry Kemp; George (Buddy)
Crabtree; Charles Midkiff; Alan
Chamness; Edgar E. Ha{ﬁeld Donald
R. Cole.

1994-95 Report of the KBC Committee on Committees

Central Region
1996 terms: Geoff Lacefield, Louisville;
Eddie Reynolds, Shepherdsville

B Committee on Nominations

North Central Region -

1996 term: Mike Osborne, Lexington

Northeastern Region

1996 terms: Donald F. Coleman,
Flatwoods; Drew Martin, Paintsville

Southeastern Region

1996 terms: Jerry Lowrie, Williamsburg;
James R. Vandy, Barbourville

Southern Region

1996 term: John Nunley, Glasgow

South Central Region

1995 unexp term: Bob R. Rush, Lancaster

1996 term: Lester Caldwell, Mt. Vernon

Western Region

1995 unexp term: Jerry Tooley,
Henderson

1996 terms: Scott Ford, Maceo; Guy

Deane, Owensboro &

Southwestern Region
1996 term: Archie Brock, Marion

B Committee on Afrangements
1997 terms: Velma L. Hovekamp,
Paducah; Rick L. Shannon, Pikeville

B Committee on Constitutions &
Bylaws

1997 terms: David T. Gray, Radcliff;
Donald E. Phelps, Barlow; C. Wyman
Copass, Owensboro

B Committee on Credentials

1996 terms: Paul Saalwaechter,
Owensboro; Ken Whitehouse,
Louisville

Jim Grable, Hopkinsville

"l Committee on Order of Business

1997 terms: Bill Fort, Bowling Green;
Ron Wells, Oak Grove

B Committee on Public Affairs
1996 terms: Ronnie Grace, Trenton; Ray
Roaden, Corbin

B Committee on Resolutions
1996 terms: Scott Kilgore, Woodburn;
Roger Eaken, Fulton, Tenn.

H Persons to report

Convention-wide Education

Person to Report - Eddie Hatfield,
Louisville; Alternate - Charles Rice,
Pineville

Home Missions

Person to Report - John M. Bond,
LaCenter; Alternate - Gary Southard,
Ashland -

Foreign Missions

Person to Report - Jim McKinley,
Louisville; Alternate - Larry Baker,
Hopkinsville

Cooperative Program

Person to Report - Kevin McCallon,
Paducah; Alternate - Jewell Pruitt,
Glasgow

Obituaries

Person to Report - G. Allen West,

. Louisville; Alternate - William L.

Kaufman, Louisville

Committee on Committees
James McKenzie, chairperson; Robert
K. Lowery; Geraldine Montgonery;
James M. McGee; Chris Johnson;
Gene Crowder; William Hancock;
Ross Bauscher; Walter Davis
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Kentucky
Baptist Homes
for Children

Need additional
information? To
learn more about the
ministry of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for
Children, write to us
at 10801 Shelbyville
Road, Middletown, Ky.
40243, or call (800)
456-1386 or (502)
245-2101.

Need Thanksgiving
Offering materials?
Call us toll free at
(800) 456-1386 or
(502) 245-2101 and
we'll ship them to you
right away!

Need a Speaker?

A limited number of
Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children
speakers are still
available for the
period between now
and Christmas. Call
now and have
someone from the
children’s ministry
come share firsthand

¥ with your
" congregation about
how they are changing
the lives of hurting
children and families!
Call toll free (800)
456-1386 or (502)
245-2101.

Supplement to the Western Recorder M Nov. 15, 1994 M Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children

Thanksgiving Offering
goal set at $950,000

An ambitious goal of
$950,000 has been set for Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren’s annual Thanksgiving Of-
fering from churches. :

The goal represents a
$50,000 increase over last year’s
goal of $900,000, which Ken-
tucky Baptist churches exceed-
ed.

“We are so grateful to our
churches for their tremendous
outpouring of support last year,”
said KBHC President Curtis
Mooney. “I think God’s people
felt challenged to go out and
make a real difference in the
lives of children, and they did
just that.”

Mooney said that because of
Kentucky Baptists’ faithfulness,
the children’s ministry has been
able to add a new shelter in
Somerset, three new Corner-
stone Counseling offices and 24
new foster homes. The chil-
dren’s agency grew from assist-
ing just over 700 children and
families in 1993 to more than

1

Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children

Offering Goal:
$950,000

1,200 in 1994. _
Brenda Gray, vice president
for development and communi-
cation, said all churches should
have received material for pro-
moting the offering by now. In-
cluded in each packet for the
churches were bulletin inserts,
posters, pew envelopes and
sheet music for the song “Thank

You” which is serving as the

theme for this year’s offering
promotion.

Gray.said any church that has
not received materials can do so
by calling Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children toll-free at
(800) 456-1386.

“We want this to be the best
offering ever,” Gray said. “Ken-
tucky Baptists did so much last
year, and we made real progress
in bridging the gap between the
needs and our ability to meet
them with Christ'’s compassion
and love. This year it is impor-
tant that we maintain the mo-
mentum and build upon that

‘progress.”




Where Is the
Thanksgiving
Offering Used?

Ever wonder where the funds col-
lected through the annual Thanks-
giving Offering are used? Here's
a quick look at Kentucky Baptists’
extensive childcare ministry.

B Baptist Youth Ranch, Eliza-
bethtown. The Baptist Youth
Ranch provides treatment care for
11 boys with severe emotional and
behavioral problems stemming
from abuse, neglect or other fami-
ly crisis. Baptist Youth Ranch, P.O.
Box 4075, Elizabethtown, Ky.
42702-4075; (502) 737-3888.

B Baptist Youth Shelter, More-
head. The Baptist Youth Shelter
provides short-term care (90 days
or less) for 10 boys and girls who
need to come out of their homes.
The home helps provide stability
while decisions about long-term
care are made. Baptist Youth Shel-
ter, 2495 Cranston Road, More-
head, Ky. 40351; (606) 784-3969.

Bl Center for Independence,
Louisville. The Center for Inde-
pendence provides independent
living skills training, college and
career assistance and a transitional
living apartment program for
young adults. Thirteen Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children stu-
dents are attending colleges this
year. Center for Independence,
1143 South Third Street, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40203; (502) 585-1452
or (800) 585-0093.

B Cornerstone Counseling. Cor-
nerstone Counseling provides pro-
fessional Christian counseling for
individuals, couples and families.
Offices are opened in partnerships
with Baptist associations or other
Baptist groups within the area of
service. Offices are now open in
Ashland, Bowling Green, Erlanger,
Frankfort, Hopkinsville, London,
Louisville, Madisonville and Pinev-
ille. Offices will soon be opening in
Berea, Harold, Henderson and
Somerset. Cornerstone Counsel-
ing, 10801 Shelbyville Road, Mid-
dletown, Ky. 40243; (502) 245-
2101 or (800) 456-1386.

B Dixon Temporary Shelter,
Dixon. The Dixon Temporary Shel-
ter provides short-term care for 10
girls who need to come out of their
homes. The home helps provide

 stability while decisions about long-

term care are made. Dixon Tem-
porary Shelter, 86 Burnt Mill

Road, Dixon, Ky. 42409; (502)

825-2191.

B Family Foster Care. Homes
across Kentucky provide foster
care for children under the super-
vision of Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children. Workers are now
based in Madisonville, Middletown
and Paducah. Foster care workers
will also soon be working from of-
fices in the Glendale, Haroldand
Somerset areas. Central Kentucky
Office, 10801 Shelbyville Road,
Middletown, Ky. 40243; (502)
245-2101 or (800) 456-1386.
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Western Kentucky Office, 436
North Main Street, Madisonville,
Ky. 42433; (502) 825-2191.

M First Step Pregnancy Counsel-
ing and Adoption Service. First
Step assists birth parents facing un-
planned pregnancies and works
with couples seeking to adopt.
Workers are based in Middletown
with an office soon to open in
Harold, near Pikeville. First Step,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middle-
town, Ky. 40243; (502) 244-9319
or (800) 928-5242.

B Genesis Home, Mayfield. The
Genesis Home provides treatment
care for 15 girls with severe emo-
tional and behavioral problems
stemming from abuse, neglect, or
other family crisis. Genesis Home,
Route 4, Box 153-1 Old Dublin
Road, Mayfield, Ky. 42066; (502)
623-6144.

H Glen Dale Children’s Home,
Glendale. The ministry’s largest
residential campus, Glen Dale Chil-
dren’s Home provides residential
care for 70 children in a rural set-
ting. Glen Dale has one of the larg-
est 4-H programs in Kentucky. Glen
Dale Children’s Home, P.0. Box
97, Glendale, Ky. 42740; (502)
369-7380.

H Regional Services. Regional
offices in Madisonville, Middle-
town, Morehead and Somerset pro-
vide administrative support for the
programs in their areas and refer-

* Harold opening Jan. 1, 1995

ral services for all Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children services.
Residents of Kentucky can receive
services from any Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children program no
matter which part of the state they
live in. Central Kentucky Office,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middle-
town, Ky. 40243; (502) 245-2101.
Eastern Kentucky Office, 123 E.
Main Street, Morehead, Ky. 40351;
(606) 784-3969. Southern Ken-
tucky Office, 212 White Street,
Somerset, Ky. 42501; (606) 679-
4270. Western Kentucky Office,
436 North Main Street, Madison-
ville, Ky. 42431; (502) 825-2191.

B Southern Region Shelter,
Somerset. The Southern Region
Shelter provides short-term care
for 12 boys and girls who need to
come out of their homes. The home
helps provide stability while deci-
sions about long-term care are
made. Southern Region Shelfer,
212 White Street, Somerset, Ky.
42501; (606) 679-4270.

Bl Spring Meadows Children’s
Home, Middletown. Southern
Baptists’ original childcare ministry
founded in 1869, Spring Meadows
provides residential care for 48
children and youth. A Family Life
Education program conducted
through this ministry helps teach
parenting skills. Spring Meadows
Children’s Home, 10901 Shel-
byville Road, Middletown, Ky.
40243; (502) 245-2161.



‘1 Am a Life That Was Changed!’

Numbers sometimes seem ab-
stract. So here are some of the sto-
ries of the children and families
whose lives are being changed be-
cause Kentucky Baptists care. To
protect the privacy of the individ-
uals whose stories these are,
names and some identifying de-

tails have been changed. Also the

photo is representative and not of
the individuals in the stories.

Tommy

Tommy is only 4 years old but

has already seen a lifetime worth -

of violence. His mother provided
very little structure, very little dis-
cipline, was neglectful of his needs,
and often chose boyfriends who
were abusive. Tommy says he once
watched when someone was shot
in his home. '
Violence is all Tommy had
known, and he carried those les-
sons of violence with him once so-
cial workers removed him from his
home. He was aggressive with oth-
er children and adults and quickly
went through a series of place-
ments before coming in to the care
of Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children.
~ InaKentucky Baptist Homes for
Children foster home, he has found

structure, discipline, care and, may- -

be for the first time in his life, love.
Tommy still has many problems.
He’s receiving help through a spe-
cial therapeutic daycare program

and demands much in the way of
patient, firm attention from his fos-
ter mother.

But he’s making it. Tommy is a
life that’s been changed.

John

John is a teenager who had to
fend for himself for most of his
childhood. His father often was
drunk and would lock him out the
shack they lived in. When this hap-
pened, John would get inside by
crawling under the house and
squeezing in through a hole in the
bathroom floor.

At Glen Dale now, John has dis-
covered that he has many talents.
He works well with animals and
walked away from the Kentucky
State Fair this year with several top
awards. He’s also found that he’s a
talented artist who is being given a
chance to develop his skills. John
also bears witness to faith in Jesus

~ Christ through the Homeland Sing-

ers.

John will tell you that he him-
self is still “a work in progress” but
he is definitely a life that's been
changed.

Teri

Teri can’t believe she’s in col-
lege now. A victim of abuse, she
never had much motivation to do
her best before coming into the
care of Kentucky Baptist Homes for

Children. But once she found her-
self in the stable care of people
who wanted and expected her to
do her very best, she excelled. She
worked hard in high school and by
working with the college and ca-
reer counselor in Kentucky Baptist
Home’s for Children’s Center for
Independence, she was able to re-
ceive a scholarship to one of Ken-
tucky’s top colleges.

Teri says the work is hard and
living on a col-
lege campus has
been a difficult
adjustment. The
continuing sup-
port of the col-
lege and career
counselor and a
local church has
carried her
through, howev-
er. A life that’s
been changed,
Teri is nearly fin-
ished with her
first semester [
and already look- |
ing forward to
the next!

Cheryl

Cheryl's life has been a roller-
coaster ride. She’s a teenager who
never had a chance to be -a child.
Unwanted and neglected by her
mother, she was sexually abused
by her brother. She became angry,

bitter, hostile and self-destructive.
She thought so little of herself that
she would give herself to men in
return for cigarettes.

Her life is being changed at Gen-
esis Home as skilled and caring
staff are loving her back to life.

Her journey will be difficult as
she faces the things that have hap-
pened to her and she-learns better
ways to deal with her pain. But be-
cause of Kentucky Baptists, she

won’t be facing the long road
ahead alone. '

And Cheryl is finally getting a
chance to be a child again. She
smiles now as she rides her bicycle
and she’s becoming comfortable
with the knowledge that there are
people who really care about her.

Cheryl is truly a life that’s been
changed.

An Impossible Task? With Your Help We Are Making a Difference

As you can tell from this insert, the
Thanksgiving Offering is important to
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children.
We depend heavily on Kentucky Baptist
individuals and churches to' make this
‘ministry possible, and Thanksgiving has
been for many years the traditional time
for focusing on the needs of children
and families.

The goal of $950,000 set for this year
is a very ambitious one but also very
attainable. It needs to be reached—not
because we’re in some kind of competi-
tion to always top last year’s mark or
because the number has a nice ring to
it—but because reaching it will enable us
to continue reaching out to more chil-
dren and families in need. The Thanks-
giving Offering is one of a number of
critical funding sources for us that in-
clude other gifts from churches, the Co-
operative Program, return from invest-

ments on our endowment, gifts from
individuals, bequests and resident sup-
port from the child’s family or the state
Cabinet for Human Resources.

Last year we challenged churches by
asking: “Which child would
you turn away?” It was a pow-
erful message that called on
all of us to do a little soul
searching because as Chris-
tians we don’t ever want to
turn away someone in need—
especially a child. The church-
es responded fantastically and
exceeded the $900,000 goal.
The results of that wonderful
outpouring of love are what

HOMES FOR
§ CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

ing the shelter in Somerset, the opening

of multiple new Cornerstone Counseling

offices in partnership with various Bap-

tist groups, and the growth in the num-

ber of foster care families could not
have occurred without our
knowledge that Kentucky

~ Baptists were behind this min-
istry and doing more than
ever what they could to sup-
port it financially. We are
grateful. Because of you lives
are being changed!

I would be remiss if I led
you to believe we solved all
of the problems last year,
however. We didn’t. As we in-

you are seeing on these pag-

es. Because you cared last year, this min-
istry was able to dramatically extend
services and reach out to more hurting
children and families than ever. Acquir-

creased dramatically the num-
ber of children and families helped,
even more came to us. The families in
our state are hurting and continue to cry
out to us for help. And it so hard for me

and the rest of the staff to say “no, we
can'’t help.” Each of these individuals is
loved by God and I am constantly re-
minded that if we ever are to meet their
spiritual needs, we first must be willing
to meet physical and emotional ones.

Will there ever be an end? Will there
ever be a light at the end of the tunnel?
Sometimes it seems as if there won’t be.
But every time I start to think that, I
hear my Lord when he told his disciples
to feed more than five thousand people
gathered on a hillside. In their minds it
was an impossible task. But Jesus took
what was given by a little boy and
shared it so that everyone was full.

It is our dream and vision that there
will come a time when families are
strengthened to the place that this min-
istry will no longer need to grow. That
time has not come yet, however. Please
give generously this year.
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“Thank you for giVi“Q o the Lord,
I am a life that was changed!” |

Each day Kentucky Baptists are changing the lives of hurting children and families who come to feel
the compassion and love of Jesus through Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children. Through a wide

array of ministries that include pregnancy counseling and adoption services, foster homes, residential
campuses, crisis shelters, treatment homes, college and career services, and professional Chrlstlan
counsehng, you touched the lives of more than 1,200 children and families last year!

Please give prayerfully and generously to the

1994 Thanksgiving Offering
Statewide Goal: $950,000

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children =~ 4%"» Cilig:‘agng

For information about other Ways y.ou can get involved, dial 1 -800-456-1386! m Years of Love

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES FOR CHILDREN

>
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FAMILY

Senior adults urged to improve self-lmage

By Terri Lackey
SBC Sunday School Board

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Se-
nior adults who suffer from a low self-
image can take practical steps even in
the winter of their lives to combat
feelings of unworthiness, the editor of
a national senior adult magazine said.

“Sometimes we wonder how in
the world we can get to this stage of
our lives where we have witnessed so
many blessings and still have low
self-esteem,” Al Shackleford, editor
of Mature Living magazine, said at a
senior adult Chautauqua at Ridgecrest
. Baptist Conference Center.

Shackleford said today’s senior
adult males grew up associating their
self-esteem with their jobs and senior
adult females linked it to their fami-
lies.

“Well, for most of you, both of
those are gone. You’re retired by now
probably, and your children have left
the home to start their own lives,” he
noted.

Shackleford said some senior
adults suffer from low self-image be-
cause the world doesn’t treat them
with proper respect. “The world says,
‘These people are from another day.
They don’t know anything about our
new technology.’”

As Christian senior adults, Shack-
leford said, they should accept the
challenge to see themselves as very

unportant people.

“God created you in his image. He
could have created us all with a dull
gray finish, with the same eyes, the
same weight, the same abilities and
interests, but he made us all different.
He made us all like him, but with our
own stuff. That’s important for us to
remember wherever we go and what-
ever we do.”

Shackleford offered some practi-
cal steps for senior adults interested
in working on their self-esteem, in-
cluding improving the quality of their
lives in three specific areas—physi-
cal, mental and spiritual.

He said senior adults should start
by toning up their physical lives. That
includes eating right, getting plenty of
rest and regular exercise.

“Our bodies are not as pretty as
they used to be, and we have a lot of
aches and pains. Maybe we can’t run
marathons, but the main purpose is to
keep our body in good order so God
can use it for his work,” he said.

Eating right means starting off
with a good nutritious breakfast, eat-
ing a lot of vegetables and fruit and
drinking a lot of water, he said.

“Plan activities you enjoy doing to
keep you from snacking all day. I
know when it’s raining or cold out-
side and I don’t want to get out there,
I'll grab a handful of cookies every
time I pass the kitchen. Just keep
yourselves busy so you won’t do what

Single Parent magazine starts

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
Despite the public debate that has pit-
ted conservative Christian groups
against single parents, one prominent
Christian organization has launched a
new initiative aimed directly at single
parents.

Focus on the Family has launched
anew magazine called “Single Parent
Family.”

The 32-page monthly magazine is
similar in format to Focus on the
Family’s other magazines, such as the
flagship “Focus on the Family.”

In a November letter announcing
the new product, Focus on the Family
founder James Dobson writes at
length about the plight of many sin-
gle parents today and the need for
Christian organizations to reach out in
love.

“How incredibly difficult it is to be
poor, lonely and stressed to the limit
by the responsibilities of parenting,”

he writes. “I can hardly imagine how
teenage girls and women in that situa-
tion are able to meet the challenges of
everyday living.”

While not all single parents fit that
profile, he admits, an enormous num-
ber do. “Half the unmarried mothers
in the United States live below the
poverty line. Many others teeter on
the brink of economic disaster from
month to month. Indeed, divorce is

the primary contributor to poverty, .

producing a drastically lower stan-
dard of living for most women and
children.

This magazine, he says, will pro-
vide inspiration and encouragement
to all single parents, both male and
female.

For information about subscribing
to the new publication, call Focus on
the Family at (800) 232-6459 or write
to Focus on the Family, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80995.

Teenage hirth rate declines

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
rate of teenagers giving birth in the
United States dropped for the first
time since 1986, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention reported
Oct. 25.

Officials hailed the 2 percent drop
in the 1992 teen birth rate as a furn-
around. From 1986 to 1991, the rate
had increased 27 percent. -

The center reported 60.7 births for
every 1,000 women aged 15-19,
down from the 62.1 births per 1,000
women the year before.

“We feel it’s a real change,” said
Stephanie Ventura, a statistician with
the CDC’s National Center for Health

Statistics. “It reverses a pattern where
it has been going up 5,6,7 percent a
year from 1986 on.”

Ventura speculated that a trend to-
ward sexual abstinence and increased
use of condoms might explain the
drop.

But the CDC study also found bad
news, reporting that 7.1 percent of
babies are born at low birth weights,
the same percentage as the year be-
fore. Among other factors, under-
weight births are associated with lack
of prenatal care and mothers who
smoke while pregnant. Low birth
weight can contribute to developmen-
tal problems in infants.

I sometimes do.”

Older adults need more rest in their
senior years than they did when they
were young, Shackleford said.

“You need at least eight hours and
maybe more. I know a lot of people
like to brag about how little sleep they
need, but feeling rested contributes to
a higher self-esteem.”

As far as regular exercise, Shack-
leford said nothing can beat walking
for its convenience and low cost. “All
you need is a good pair of shoes and
some loose clothing. As your body
feels good, your self-esteem goes up.”

Shackleford advised senior adults
who live alone to get up and get
dressed each morning “to feel better
about yourselves.”

“Don’t go around the house all day
in your grungy bathrobe. It’s nice to
be lazy, but that does something to
your self-image. Get up,-eat breakfast,
take a shower and put on some nice,
bright clothes. You need to care about
how you look even if nobody is look-
ing at you.”

Shackleford told the senior adults
they could help their self-esteem by
exercising their minds. “You need to
set some goals and plans and things
you would like to accomplish. That’s
what keeps us going.

“Remember when you used to say,
I wish I had time for more Bible study
and prayer and devotion? Well, now
you do.”
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TRENDS

B An estimated 13
million Christians have
computers in their
homes, and a slew of
companies have sprung
up to target the
estimated $25 million
Christian computer
market.

B About 200 companies
now produce software
for churches and
individual Christians.

W More Americans rate
computers and
technology as a source
of positive influence on
the country than
churches, a 1992 Times
Mirror survey found. Of
the 3,517 people age 18
and older who
responded to the poll, 85
percent said churches
have a good influence on
the way things are going
in America, placing them
ahead of most other
groups but behind
computers and
technology (87 percent).

B All of the nation’s
major computer
networks—America
OnLine, CompuServe,
Prodigy and GEnie—
have religious offerings,
ranging from information
and discussion forums
fo religious journals.

SBCNet thriv

10

Y

Computers generate creative means for ministry

Computer technology already has
brought about a revolution in the way
many churches keep track of contri-
butions, analyze attendance and
maintain membership lists. But a
growing number of individuals and
churches are finding creative minis-
try applications to suit their unique
situations:

M Electronic evangelism. Steve
Brown, a member of Highland Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, views his
computer as a unique platform for
evangelism. Through electronic fo-
rums on a computer bulletin board
service, he frequently dialogues about
his Christian faith with people he
might not have access to through tra-
ditional means. Some people ask hard
questions about the Christian faith, he
said, while others may only need en-
couragement to find a church.

M Bible study. “With the Bible
study software programs they have
out now, a preacher can go into his
computer and within a matter of sec-
onds list verses he might need for cer-
tain subjects,” said Dan O’Donnell,
pastor of Canyon Del Oro Baptist
Church in Tucson, Ariz. “Instead of
going into the Bible and long-hand
writing down every verse, I can get it
from the computer. I’ve cut my study
time as far as research in half.”

@ Church newsletters. The avail-
ability of easy-to-use desktop pub-
lishing programs has been a boon to
church secretaries who produce
weekly or monthly newsletters. It also
has become an asset to churches who
publish their newsletters through the
Western Recorder. A growing num-
ber of churches now submit their
newsletters to the Recorder electroni-
cally on Monday mornings. This al-
lows churches from all parts of
the state to participate
in the Record-
er’'s church
newspage plan
and still get a
quick turnaround, said
Editor Marv Knox.

B Missions education. Simply by
touching a computer screen, the 1,450
people attending the Jericho missions
festival last summer could find out
what foreign missionaries share their
birthday, choose one, call up a screen
with the latest address, print it out and
take it home to write a letter to that
missionary. They also could learn the
names of area directors with the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board and see their photos on the
screen. They could choose an area of
the world and see a 30-40-second vid-
eo with music from the region, narra-

tion and on-screen facts and figures.
B Community inspiration. Rick
Warren, pastor of Saddleback Valley
Community Church in Mission Vie-
jo, Calif., sends out a one-page inspi-
rational fax called “The FAX of
Life” to anyone in the business com-
munity of Southern California who
asks for it. The computer-generated
fax currently goes to more than
10,000 business people, including
Disney CEO Michael Eisner,
Ken Blanchard, author
of “One
Minute Man-
ager,” and
motivational
speaker/author
Anthony Robbins.
H Worship. In
Rowland, Texas, Lake
Pointe Baptist Church uses a com-
puter and video projector to produce
wall-sized images of hymn texts and
background graphics designed to
help churchgoers follow the choir
during services. In addition to hym-
nal information, the projection
screen regularly features pre-service
announcements of upcoming events
and even sermon-related visuals.
W Sunday school outreach.
Leaders at Lakeland Baptist Church
in Lewisville, Texas, use a computer

and fax machine to conduct their
adult Sunday school outreach. Every
Monday, church leaders fax or E-
mail Sunday’s prospects to the out-
reach leaders for each Sunday school
class at their home or office.

H Encouragement. At the begin-
ning of each school year, John Gar-
cia, associate minister to youth, col-
lege and singles at Temple Baptist
Church in Durham, N.C., makes a
list of the E-mail addresses of the
members of his college Sunday
school class. During the year, he
sends them messages via his comput-
er modem about upcoming events.
He also plans to send birthday greet-
ings, words of encouragement and
possibly a preview of the following
Sunday’s Bible study lesson. ]

#l Missions. “Bridges of Friend-
ship,” a pen-pal project sponsored by
the para-church group Aid to Special
Saints in Strategic Times, links
Christians around the world in disci-
pling relationships. The program
aims to link new Christians in all the
15 republics of the former Soviet
Union with believers in North Amer-
ica who will help their new friends
grow in faith. The ministry reports it
already has received 47,000 letters
from new Christians requesting
American and Canadian pen pals.

Computer age brings changes of biblical proportions

Continued from page 1

ting up their own computer bulletin
boards, a means of connecting one
computer to another by telephone us-
ing a device called a modem.

In Brattleboro, Vt., pastor Ben Ar-
macost started “The Mission Board
BBS” which features a database of
regularly updated directories for
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Green Mountain Baptist Association
and is being expanded to include in-
formation from all of the associations
in the Baptist Convention of New
England and Southern Baptist Con-
vention agencies. Regular on-line par-
ticipants also share computer soft-
ware, Bible study helps and computer
games and also communicate with

one another by electronic mail.

“It really started out of an evange-
listic desire I had to reach out in an
innovative way,” said Armacost, pas-
tor of Brattleboro Baptist Fellowship
and the Baptist Fellowship of Hins-
dale, N.H. “T’ve already received
messages from all over the world—
Canada, France, Ireland, South Afri-
ca. This has the potential of becom-
ing the international mission field of
the future.”

Armacost also has had an ongoing
on-line dialogue with two teenagers
who have questions about Christiani-
ty. He has been able to share Scrip-
ture and words of encouragement,
leading one of the teens to attend
some youth-related events at the Brat-
tleboro church.

Churches are finding other cre-
ative ways to plug in computers for a
personal ministry touch.

Rick Ramsey, minister of music
and youth at Grace Baptist Church in
Asheville, N.C., sends the text of each
week’s church bulletin, newsletter
and other news to two blind couples
who are members of the church. He
sends the text files via electronic mail
on the CompuServe computer net-
work. The couples then download the
files to their computers and use a spe-
cial software package and a speech
synthesizer that actually “reads” the
information to them line by line.

One of the couples, James and
Vicki Burke, also sing in the church
choir, so Ramsey sends them the texts
of hymns or anthems they will sing
the following Sunday. They listen to
the files and use a special machine to
record the information in braille.

“It’s really a pretty good way to
transmit information,” Vicki said.
“It’s been a real help to us.”

Several state conventions are be-

ginning to take advantage of comput-
er technology, too. Four years ago,
the Alabama Baptist State Conven-
tion’s Sunday school department staff
developed its own church growth
computer software. ‘“Alabama
ChurchGrow” is made available free
of charge to cooperating Southern
Baptist churches in the state.

“This program allows us to ana-
lyze the growth status of a church on
a day-to-day basis,” department di-
rector Bruce Hose said. “It can help
us determine everything from wheth-
er a church has too few parking plac-
es to how many new Sunday school
classes it needs to start. It really helps
us stay in touch with churches and
provide them a better quality of ser-
VICE =

While the number of Southern
Baptist churches exploring “cyber-
space” continues to grow, the major-
ity still don’t use computers in their
day-to-day operations. One recent
survey found only 12,450 Southern
Baptist churches out of 35,490 cur-
rently use computers to handle mon-
ey, membership or other record
keeping..

Why aren’t more churches taking
advantage of computer technology?

“The issue appears to be less a
matter of fear of technology and
more one of compelling need on the
part of the consumer,” explained
David Haywood, SBCNet coordina-
tor at the Baptist Sunday School
Board. “The technology industry as
a whole has not yet provided con-
sumers with the facts that would lead
them to see: personal benefits. For
now, particularly with SBCNet, per-
sons who use technology and experi-
ence its benefits are the best salesper-
sons to convince others to come on-
line.”



Kentucky soldier helped start miraculous church

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

BEREA—Don Smith’s military
service in Vietham ended in 1963, but
a Baptist church he served there con-
tinues to make a positive impact, he
recently discovered.

Southern Baptist missionaries, as-
sisted by Smith and numerous other
Christian servicemen assigned to the
area during the early years of the Viet-
nam conflict, started Grace Baptist

Church in Ho Chi Minh City (former-

ly Saigon).
“T'had lost all contact with the peo-
" ple in (the Vietnamese) congrega-
tion,” said Smith, now back in Ken-
tucky and a member of Berea Baptist
Church. Recently, he read in the
Western Recorder that despite 30
traumatic years, the church still flour-
ishes today. :

“I was very surprised it was still

~ functioning,” he said.

Military personnel were instru-
mental in helping the missionaries
begin an English-language service,
which laid the groundwork for Grace
Baptist Church, explained Sam

James, former missionary to Vietnam. -

James, the first pastor of Grace
Baptist Church, now lives in Rich-
mond, Va., where he serves as vice
president for creative leadership de-
velopment with the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education/youth. Send resumé to:
Lancaster Baptist Church, 201 Rich-
mond St., Lancaster, KY 40444.
Phone (606) 792-2781 or 792-2993.

- SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Pineville, Ky., is seeking a part-time
minister of music. Please send resumé

“We had some fine Christian ser-
vicemen in Vietnam in the ’50s and
’60s who wanted to worship,” James
said. “That English language service
was what attracted Vietnamese, “who
wanted to learn English.”

“In. one of the Bible studies that
grew out of that English service, Viet-

namese began making professions of -

faith,” he said.

Smith said he helped secure funds
for the church building, functioned as
a deacon and helped lead a weekly
men’s group. Others also taught En-
glish to the Vietnamese.

Smith first visited the Vietnamese
mission by mistake, he said. After ar-
riving in Saigon to assume his post as
provost marshal, he asked directions
to the Army chapel. He was misguid-
ed to take the wrong city bus, which
led him to the mission instead.

“After that, I never left,” he said.

After the city of 6.5 million peo-
ple—and South Vietnam—fell to the
communists in 1975, contact with for-
eigners was outlawed, although the
church remained open. Christians
from abroad weren’t allowed to visit
until 1986. Missionaries still cannot
serve in the country.

Yet with a large sign announcing
its presence on a main-street near the
airport, there’s nothing secretive
about Grace Baptist.

As early as 6:30 on a Sunday
morning, motor scooters and bicycles

to: First Baptist Church, c/o Mark
Terry, P.O. Box 710, Pineville, KY
40977-0710.

CHURCH BUS: GMC 4905
coach, 47-passenger, restroom, excel-
lent AC system, front and rear caps,
large luggage capacity, new paint,
tires, etc. See to believe! Call David

Available in 207, 22/, 24’ & 28’

Church Buses
New & Used

Metrotrans Corporation
Brentwood, Tenn.
Call Henry Headden
(800) 370-6180
12 to 41-Passenger Buses
We take trade-ins

are learning about missions. The Mission Friends curriculum is
used and a seed is being planted about God’s love and care. About
15 countries are represented in the group. This is proof that "it is
a small world", but that they are all "precious in His sight!"

Anytime, any place you find preschoolers, if parents
agree, you can have Mission Friends. For more information
contact: Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union, P.O. Box 43433,
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 or call 502/245-4101.

It>s a Small, Small World
in Mission Friends

An international -ministry
sponsored by the Long Run
Association WMU meets weekly
at Walnut Street Baptist Church.
As internationals meet to learn
English their preschool children

pack the courtyard of the church.

By the time the first hymn is sung,
about 350 adults and scores of chil-
dren crowd the building and spill over
into a covered patio.

Partly due to a miraculous chain of
events, Grace is the only Baptist
church permitted to meet openly in
the city.

“When Vietnam was taken by the
communists, almost immediately
they came into the Foreign Mission
Board office in Saigon,” James ex-
plained. Communist officials confis-
cated all the church files and took
them out into the street to burn them.

For some reason, the papers were
not burned immediately. A man in the
neighborhood—a Buddhist—saw the
papers and shuffled through them. He
reclaimed one official-looking docu-
ment that appeared to be a deed to the
church property.

The next week, the man found the
address listed on the document and
gave the deed to a deacon who was
living in the back of the church.

“One week later, communist lead-
ers came to the church to take over
the building,” James continued.
When they tried to force the deacon
to leave, however, he was able to
show proof of ownership of the prop-
erty and the facility.

As a result, the church “never
closed its doors one Sunday.

“My reaction to that is ... certainly

at (606) 233-3407. If no answer,
please leave message.

NEEDED: Full-time secretary/
treasurer (computer experience in Lo-
tus and WordPerfect). Send resumé
by Nov. 20 to South Jefferson Baptist
Church, 6505 Pendleton Rd., Louis-
ville, KY 40272.

SEEKING: Large bus for work-
ing bus ministry. Call (606) 865-
2584.

SEEKING: First Baptist Barbour-
ville seeks resumés for full-time min-
ister of music and senior adults. Mail
to FBC, 201 North Main, Barbour-
ville, KY 40906.

NEEDED: Part-time youth minis-
ter. Please send resumé to: Rineyville
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 197,
Rineyville, KYY 40162.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music for exciting, fast-growing, mid-
sized church. Resumé or calls should
be addressed to: FBC, P.O. Box 339,
Belfry, KY 41514, (606) 353-4645.

FOR SALE: Used church pews;
pine with gothic design ends, seat and
back padded in red fabric. 13 10-foot
pews; 25 8-foot pews. Seats approxi-
mately 200 people. Call (502) 732-
4396 or 732-6311.. g

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

SINCE 1898

RENOVATION
PEWS
1-800-537-4723
WACO, TEXAS

the Lord was at work there,” Smith
said after learning how the church
survived. “The whole thing is really
God-directed. That it has lasted all
these years is really phenomenal.”

Smith had been a Christian only
two years when he was sent to Viet-
nam. Helping start Grace Baptist
Church “gave me new insight and
new ideas of the church and our work
in the church,” he said.

“It was a wonderful experience. It
showed me that we should carry the
word to the uttermost parts of the
earth. Everyone can do that—you
don’t have to be a missionary.”

With additional reporting from Bap-
tist Press ;

Missionaries
offer hope

Continued from page 1
with at the university. Together, he
and his wife teach the “MasterLife”
discipleship course.

Mrs. Beighle also has developed
ministries with youth and women.

Working in this former South Af-
rican homeland isn’t always easy, the
Beighles said.

“The church has suffered greatly
in the recent exodus of people from
Mmabatho, the capital city we live
in,” Beighle said. “Several church
members have left, and most are fear-
ful of their future.”

Before the recent free elections in
South Africa, widespread violence
and looting nearly destroyed the city’s
commercial district, and many inno-
cent people were killed.

But this kind of instability is noth-
ing new to the Beighles, who have
been missionaries for 19 years.
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THEN AND NOW The top
photo, taken by Don Smith
in 1962, shows the en-
trance to Grace Baptist
Church before the fall of
Saigon. The bottom photo,
taken by FMB photographer
Warren Johnson this year,
shows the thriving congre-
gation at worship—more
than 30 years aiter other
churches were closed by
communists.
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Kentucky Students Make Us ‘Hot.’

hy do certain schools get ‘hot’ like Campbellsville College?

The answer is simple: Students come first. Our leadership is
vibrant, energetic and on the cutting edge — always working to im-
prove. ll Campbellsville College watches students. We see what's
important to them. We listen to them. The barometer that tells how
well we’re doing is based on student satisfaction. ll Maybe that’s why
Barron’s Profiles of American Colleges (20th edition) named us one of this
nation’s “competitive” liberal arts colleges. And Success Stories, the
national television show for business, said that CampBellsville “has
stirred excitement statewide over its staggering 91% increase in enroll-
ment, not to mention its growing reputation for delivering fresh, inno-

vative and personal education.” l

Campbellsville .College in Campbellsville, Kentucky. Discover why our
students describe us as “family.” Call us toll-free at 1-800-264-6014 or
at 502-789-5220.

Baptist relief work starts
in Haiti as supplies arrive

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—As the
C-97 cargo plane loaded with more
than 30,000 pounds of supplies took
to the air for a humanitarian mission
to Haiti, Brotherhood Commission
staffers breathed a sign of relief.

“Only the Lord could have worked
all of this out,” Brotherhood Commis-
sion President Jim Williams said as he
watched the plane gain altitude. “Now
we must trust in him to speak to the
people who can help respond to ev-
erything that is needed.”

Williams and other staff members
of the Brotherhood Commission
spent several hours Nov. 8 at the
Memphis International Airport load-
ing the plane bound for the troubled
Caribbean nation. ol

“The magni-
tude of pulling to-
gether the volun-
teers and the
equipment neces-
sary for the Haiti
project is beyond
anything we have
attempted  be-
fore,” said Broth-
erhood staffer
Rusty  Griffin.
“But this is not
missions as usu-
al.”

It took a hero-
ic effort, but in 10

of the Brotherhood Commission. Cai-
son, who is overseeing volunteer re-
cruitment for the project, will lead the
construction team that will renovate
the Baptist facilities there. The crew
of 11 construction volunteers was
scheduled to arrive in Haiti Nov. 9
and begin work the next day.

Already, many of the teams need-
ed to do food distribution have been
enlisted or soon will be, he said.

The convention annex will be used .
as a staging area for volunteers and
supplies in relief efforts to come, in-
cluding food distribution, water well
repair and medical teams. The reno-
vation work is scheduled to be com-
pleted by Nov. 19, when the first 10-
person food dis-
tribution team ar-
rives in Haiti and
serves for two
weeks.

“Now we are
asking for the
* prayers of South-
ern Baptists that
God would pro-
. vide health and
safety - for our
" team,” Caison
added. “It will be
~~~~~ an awesome task
~ togetthe job done
on time under the
best of condi-

days all the sup-
plies to do reno-
vation work on
the Baptist Con-
vention of Haiti

SINKING FEELING Baptist volunteer Ed
Brentham (center) helps sink a new water
well in Haiti. Providing clean water and
simple agricultural education will save
more lives in the long run than food distri-

tions. Pray, too,
that he will
strengthen us for
the spiritual war-
fare we will face.
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annex offices in
Port-au-Prince
were gathered and loaded onto the
plane owned by Grace Air Medical
Foundation of Texas. The aircraft ar-
rived in Memphis from Fort Worth,
where it was loaded with additional
supplies provided by Texas Baptists.
On Oct. 21, a team of Southern
Baptists returned from a six-day as-
sessment visit to Haiti. While there,
the team met with missionaries Mark
and Peggy Rutledge and with Haitian
Baptists. The group formulated a plan
to respond to the physical and spiritu-
al needs of the Haitian people. The
first phase of the effort will focus on
food distribution through churches.
The frantic effort to gather sup-
plies for the Haiti project is only half
the story, according to Mickey Caison

bution. (BP photo by Don Rutledge)

Voodoo is very
prevalent there.”

During the food distribution effort,
17 teams of 10 people each will be
needed. Kentucky has been asked to
enlist two of those teams. For infor-
mation on volunteering, call the Ken-
tucky Brotherhood office at (502)
245-4101 immediately.

In early 1995, volunteers with
plumbing skills will be needed for re-
pair and replacement of about 500
water wells. Plans also call for medi-
cal teams to work with Haitian
churches and schools next year.

Financial contributions for the re-
lief effort may be sent to Southern
Baptist World Relief at the Brother-
hood Commission, 1548 Poplar Ave.,
Memphis, Tenn. 38104 or to the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention.
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Marriage Savers covenant
coming to Louisville area

LOUISVILLE—The “Marriage
Savers” movement will gain a foot-
hold in Kentucky Nov. 28, when min-
isters from the Louisville area meet to
affirm a document called “Recom-
mended Guidelines for Marriages in
Kentuckiana.”

Ministers and churches signing on
to the plan will agree to abide by cer-
tain guidelines when they perform
wedding ceremonies. The document
is inspired by the Michael McManus
book “Marriage Savers.”

Similar guidelines have been de-
veloped in other communities nation-
wide, but the Kentuckiana region is
believed to be the largest area to adopt
such a plan.

The project has been endorsed by
some Baptists, Catholics, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Eastern Or-
thodox, Episcopalians, Assemblies of
God and other evangelicals.

“In his book, McManus argues that
churches need to take greater respon-
sibility for the marriages they bless,
especially in the area of marriage
preparation and enrichment. If pastors
in any given community will band to-
gether and agree to a certain set of

standards, it will ensure greater en-
forcement, he adds.

Pastors signing on to the Kentuck-
iana guidelines will agree to:

1 Encourage sexual abstinence be-
fore marriage.

I Require a minimum of four

* months of marriage preparation, in-

cluding Scriptural teaching on mar-
riage; tips on how to strengthen the
marriage relationship; sessions on
communication, finances and sexual-
ity; use of a pre-marriage inventory;
and connection with “mentor” cou-
ples during engagement.

1 Follow up with newly married
couples at six months and 12 months
after the wedding.

I Provide programming, counsel-
ing and assistance for married couples
to strengthen their marriages.

¥ Work toward greater cooperation
with clergy of other faith traditions,
especially in inter-church marriage
preparation and enrichment.

The Louisville signing ceremony
will be held at Walnut Street Baptist
Church at 1 p.m. Nov. 28. For more
information, call Gary and Sherry
Hendricks at (502) 361-2155.

Hymn Society elects second
Southern Baptist president

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Members of the
Hymn Society in the United States
and Canada may be as diverse as mu-
sic from plainchant to praise chorus-
es, but Southern Baptists still consti-
tute the largest denominational group
in the organization.

Southern Baptists make up about
20 percent of the Hymn Society’s
3,000 members, noted President Paul
Richardson.

Richardson, professor of church
music at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, recently
became the second Southern Baptist
to be president of the society. -

The first was William J. Reynolds,
a professor in the music school at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and editor of the 1975 Bap-
tist Hymnal.

While the Hymn Society is not a
purely “professional organization,”
neither is it merely an amateur one,
Richardson explained. “We accom-
plish professional aims, but member-
ship is voluntary and includes all lev-
els of expertise.”

Membership is open to church
musicians, pastors, scholars, hymn
writers, poets, composers and those
who simply love hymns and congre-
gational singing.

The organization’s main pur-
pose—‘‘to promote congregational
song”—is accomplished through
workshops, a journal of congregation-
al song, annual conferences, tours, a
book service and hymn searches.

“We sponsor research on one end
and practical help on the other,” Ri-
chardson said. “The two main fea-
tures of the society are the journal and

the annual conference.”

The journal, The Hymn, is pub-
lished quarterly and distributed to all
society members. It reflects diverse
cultural and theological identities in
scholarly and practical articles, re-
views, historical studies, interviews
and current news.

Annual conferences feature eclec-
tic worship, lectures, discussion
groups, workshops and hymn festi-
vals. Last summer’s conference in
Maryville, Tenn., attracted high num-
bers of Southern Baptists, Richardson
said. “The worship experiences that
take place are indescribable. They are
quite varied, but always inspiring.”

Almost every Christian group is
represented in the Hymn Society, in-
cluding Catholics, Episcopalians,
mainline Protestants, Assemblies of
God and Nazarenes.

The line of presiding officers also
highlights the organization’s diversi-
ty, Richardson noted: “My predeces-
sor was a Canadian Anglican; my
successor is a Catholic nun.”

The society’s diversity is one of its
strengths, because it allows people of
different traditions to learn from and
contribute to each other, he explained.

Long-range planning has pro-
pelled society leaders to examine crit-
ical questions dealing with the uncer-
tain future of congregational song and
of worship, Richardson said.

Rather than determining definitive
answers to such questions, “we are
trying to ... raise awareness and pro-
vide resources on one hand, and pro-
vide an opportunity for conversation
on the other,” he explained.

“Of all the professional organiza-
tions I participate in, this is not only
the one I benefit most from, it’s the
one I enjoy most,” he said.
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Campbellsville

OLLEGE
LE, KENTUCKY

An Affiliace of the Kentueley Baptist Convention

CAMPBELLSY

Come to Campbellsville
and Toot Your Own Horn...

Along with Eighty Others!

P ride and excitement are evident everywhere you turn whenever
you see and hear the “Pride of South Central Kentucky” — the
Campbellsville College Tiger Marching Band! B Eighty members
strong, the Tiger Marching Band is supported by a music program
accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM).
B Membership in the marching band is open to all students whether
you are a music major or not. What'’s more, performance grants and
scholarships are available to band members regardless of academic
major. B For more information contact: Dr. David McCullough, Direc-
tor of Bands, Campbellsville College, 200 West College Street,
Campbellsville, KY 42718-2799. 0

Campbellsville College in Campbellsville, Kentucky. Discover why our students
describe us as “family.” Call us toll-free at 1-800-264-6014 or at 502-789-5220.
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PEOPLE

KENTUCKY KERNELS

Last week’s Recorder
wrongly reported that
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention had met in
Frankfort only once
before. In fact, the KBC
annual meeting was held
in Frankfort in 1989. So
this week’s convention in
Frankfort marks only the
third time Kentucky
Baptists have met in that
city. The first was in
1874.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled hy Ann Tatum

B BEDFORD—Gerald Nuzum re-

signed as pastor of Pleasant View

Church. :

B BENTON—Sand Hill Church cel-
ebrated its 105th anniversary Nov. 13.
B BOWLING- GREEN—Living
Hope Church called Scott Kilgore as
minister of education and administra-
tion. He previously was pastor at
Woodburn Church.

B BROWDER—Browder Church
called Fred Harrison as pastor. He

previously was pastor at New Hope
Church in Mayfield.

B CRESTWOOD—Ballardsville
Church called Jennie Day as minis-
ter to youth and children. She is a stu-
dent at University of Louisville.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Calvary

" Church will hold revival services

Nov. 25-26 at 7 p.m. and Nov. 27 at
11 a.m. Jack Fannin of Ashland will
be the evangelist.

B FALMOUTH—Turner Ridge

Church ordained Chuck Beighle to
the gospel ministry Nov. 13.

B HARLAN—Upper Cumberland
Association of Baptists is hosting a
retirement reception for director of
missions Nasby Mills Dec. 4, 2-4 p.m.
at Harlan Church. Everyone is wel-
come.

B HENDERSON—Watson Lane
Church called Jeff Dixon as minister
of music.

| MILTON—Ray Ammons re-

signed as pastor of Corn Creek
Church.

B PARIS—Spears Mill Church or-
dained Bill Stites as a deacon Oct. 23.
B RUSSELL—First Church is cele-

brating its centennial anniversary
with a homecoming this year. All
former members and friends are in-
vited to a centennial service Dec. 4 at
10:45 a.m. and a concert at 7:30 p.m.
Call (606) 836-5111 for more infor-
mation.

B SPOTTSVILLE—Spottsville
Church ordained Mike Nunnelly to
the deacon ministry Oct: 17.

B WESTPORT—Westport Church
called John Orr as minister of mu-
sic. He is a student at Southern Semi-

nary.
B WINCHESTER—Central Church
called Tony Cecil as associate pastor/
youth.

Cane Run moving into new sanctuary after 15-year wait

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LEXINGTON—A church sanctu-
ary under construction for 15 years
finally .is nearing completion this
month.

Finishing touches were a long time

‘ coming to the new sanctuary of Cane
.| Run Baptist Church, which first be-

gan its building project in 1979. In
fact, some members of the Lexington
congregation wondered if they ever
would move from their church’s 166-
year-old original sanctuary.

Although the exterior was almost
complete, little work had been done
on the interior of the new facility.

“That thing had been an eyesore
for about seven or eight years,” ex-
plained Charles Barrineau, pastor of
the church since May. “People got

tired of seeing it sitting there,” and
decided the time had come to finish
what they started.

Slow, deliberate work on the
building had come to a dead halt in
1986, when disagreements about the
building caused friction among the
members—some of whom eventual-
ly left the church.

Barrineau said members who
stayed displayed a great deal of trust
and commitment by deciding to com-
plete the facility. “They hung in there
when it got tough,” he said. “They felt
this is where the Lord wanted them.”

Now, “we’re looking forward in-
stead of backward,” the pastor added.
Hard feelings have dissipated and
members are moving in harmony.

When work resumed, however,
the church discovered building codes
had changed so much during the in-

terim that some of the work already
done had to be torn out.

The church is financing the con-
struction through its regular tithes and
offerings, Barrineau said. “And a lot
of church folks are pitching in to do a
lot of the work—cleaning, painting,
electrical work. Everybody from
youth to senior adults is involved.”

The new sanctuary is connected to -

the old building through an educa-
tional wing, added in 1952. The struc-
ture’s exterior is brick, with crinkle
glass providing a stained-glass win-
dow effect. A traditional interior in-
cludes a balcony and seats 450 com-
fortably. The room will feature all-
new furniture, including a new piano
and organ.

Underneath the sanctuary are
rooms for additional Sunday school
classes, a fellowship hall, kitchen and

nursery.

With an active membership of
about 150, the congregation will have
plenty of room for growth, the pastor
acknowledged. “But the church’s po-
tential is super,” he added, noting six
families have joined the church re-
cently.

The church is in an excellent loca-
tion just across from the Kentucky
Horse Park on the border of Scott and
Fayette counties, Barrineau said.

The congregation hopes to be wor-
shiping in its new sanctuary by Nov.
20. Dec. 4 is the day set aside to ded-
icate the building.

Former members and pastors, as
well as people in the community, are
invited to a 2 p.m. service, where sev-
eral guests will assist in the dedica-
tion. A reception will be held after the
service.

Back in the ‘groove’ again

At Oneida, we always have done well in our
sports program. It is so rewarding to see young
people work and train in order to excel.

We had a difficult time in our 1994 spring
sports, however. After the death of Barkley
Moore, we just could not bring ourselves togeth-
er in athletic competition. When school ended in
May, we had experienced one of the most dis-
couraging seasons in many years.

I had some apprehension about this year’s
teams, but boy have we made a comeback!

The girls’ volleyball team did not
have their best season, but did well and
gave a good showing most of the time.
We had more girls participating this
year than in any other year I can re-
member.

The boys’ soccer team won the dis-
trict and played two games in regional
competition. “Coach Harold,” as the
boys call my son (in order to not get
confused with two “Mr. Under-
woods”), had taken the soccer team to
regionals before, but had never won a
game at that level. The team gave

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

to a wonderful start. We are 10-0 at this time with
expectations of having another great year. There
are about 25 boys in this program.

Our wrestling program is underway. We have
had a very strong team for several years. Oneida
has been Class A state champ for the last three
years. This program has come a long way in the
past few years. We are very proud of the number
of boys involved and the accomplishments they
have made.

The girls’ and boys’ basketball season also is
in full swing. It is too early to tell how
we will do, but basketball is very seri-
ous business here in the mountains.

Our middle school academic team
has a larger number than in recent
years. One of the special things Onei-
da does is to try to involve as many
students as possible. We do not nor-
mally cut students because of lack of
ability. If the student comes to practice
and gives his or her best effort, he or
she is a part of the team. We have
many young people who have never
participated before, but discover they

Coach Harold his first-ever win in the
regionals!

The boys’ and girls’ cross-country teams also
have had a wonderful season. Coach Dora Phil-
lips is in her first year of coaching here. We have
a smaller team than usual, but a team determined
to win. We won the district, then the regionals.
We went on to state competition Nov. 5.

Our swimming and diving team is preparing
for a great season. Our swim coach, Mike Bisbee,
is in his second year and has many of the “bugs”
worked out from last year. We also have an assis-
tant coach who will be a great asset to our pro-

gram.
Our middle school boys’ basketball team is off

have real talent and ability. So we are
pleased that our academic team has a 3-2 record
at this time.

The choir has already been to several church-
es this year, and has presented beautiful programs.
We have about 35 young people in the choir, and
we travel many Sundays to churches that have
invited us. Dianne Blades has been leading the
choir the past four years. The students present a
15-minute concert, and then normally I speak to
the congregation. We appreciate the opportunity
to share with them some of the wonderful things
going on here at Oneida.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Bapnst Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“Brother Asher is going to be in
Christian radio,” former Professor
LeRoy Peterson commented in a
1976 class. Student James Asher
considered it an off-hand comment.
Another student worked in the
communications department, and
he cleaned Kelly Hall.

Six months after graduation in
1977, Asher was on the road be-
tween Florida and Ohio doing sup-
ply preaching. In Co-
lumbus, Ga., the pro-
gram director of a Chris-
tian station asked, “Do
you know anything
aboutradio?”’ Asher told
him he only knew how
to turn one on and off.
“Have you ever done
any recording?”’ He had
not. “What do you
know?” Asher said,
“The Lord!” He landed
a job and soon secured a

A ministry in Christian radio

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

seminary extension class. Area
churches call on him for supply and
interim preaching.

“Christian radio is a tremendous
outreach. People will call the sta-
tion to talk about a problem they
wouldn’t discuss with a pastor. We
have to know good Christian re-
sources to refer them for-additional
counseling.” Asher estimates their
listening audience covers one and a
half million people.

One of those listen-
ers is a Jacksonville
mother who had parked
in a secluded spot, in-
tending to take her life.
She turned on the radio
to muffle the gunshot.
The program featured a
preacher who had died
four years earlier. The
tape included his plea,
“There’s somebody out
there right now who is

license that was required
in those days. ,

From 1985 to 1991 Asher was
on the air with WROS, “the rose of
Jacksonville.” He attended night
school at North Florida Baptist
Theological Seminary. In 1991 he
became public relations director of
WAYR, a 24-hour Christian station
in north Jacksonville.

At Russell Creek Baptist
Church Asher teaches an adult Sun-
day school class and a Wednesday
morning Bible study. On Thursday
evenings he teaches a three-hour

" later called the station. Two days

about to take their life.

Don’t do it! Christ can help you.
Call on him right now.”

The woman trusted Christ and

later she secured a job and is now
an executive with a Florida food
company.

“The Lord never put me in a
pastorate, but he gave me Christian
radio,” Asher said. “Brother Peter-
son was certainly right.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Baptist workers see renewed hope i m troubled Gaza

By Mike Creswell
SBC Foreign Mission Board

GAZA (BP)—Violence still
swirls around the new relationship
between Israel and the Palestinians,
but conditions are much better than
during the bloody Intifada resistance
movement against Israeli occupation,
Southern Baptist workers in Gaza
say.

“People here are just waiting to
see what’s going to happen,” said
Dona Fitzgerald, chairman of the or-
ganization of Southern Baptist repre-
sentatives working in Gaza.

Baptist workers have seen prom-
ises of peace come and go before
during 40 years of Southern Baptist
work in Gaza. But with the end of
Israeli occupation of Gaza—and of
the Intifada—earlier this year, pres-
sure-cooker days and nights have
ended for a time. Palestinians are be-
ginning to think about the future,
Baptist workers say.

But all agree it’s a wary optimism.

“Right now people are rejoicing
around the campfire, but out in the
darkness beyond the light there are
some glowing eyes,” said Southern
Baptist representative Dean Fitzger-
ald, a surgeon at Ahli Arab Hospital
in Gaza City.

Southern Baptist representatwes
pursued teaching and Christian work
as much as possible during the Inti-
fada. But simply staying in Gaza was
perhaps their biggest victory. Now,
with relative peace, they look for-
ward to building more relationships
and sharing the gospel with more
people.

“We’re praising the Lord that we
were able to stay during the difficult
time and see the new government
take over,” Mrs. Fitzgerald said.

But the number of Southern Bap-
tist workers has shrunk from more
than 30 seven years ago to just 12 to-
day.

The Intifada strengthened Islam
among Gaza Palestinians. The wear-
ing of Muslim-style scarves became
a political act; appearing to be a de-
vout Muslim became patriotic. Dur-
ing those tense days the mosques
were filled for prayer services; peo-
ple sometimes had to stand on the
sidewalk. Now attendance has
slacked off.

Religion is somewhat less a polit-
icized topic than during the Intifada,
said Southern Baptist representative
Debbie Peterson. “Now you can dis-
cuss God without it having to be a
political thing, and that’s a big free-
dom,” she said.

During the Intifada it was hard to
get people to even consider hearing
about spiritual matters. “They were
afraid of what their neighbors would
do to them,” she said.

“Peace has opened doors for ef-
fective ministry,” added her husband,
David. He teaches English at Gaza
College, a high school program
which has developed an accelerated
program for motivated students.

For Southern Baptist workers
Paul and Harriet Lawrence, peace
has meant their son, Ben, 12, can
play with friends and ride his bike
without fear of getting shot. And it’s
easier for their daughter, Bonnie, 14,

to attend school in Jerusalem and
come home for weekends.

When peace finally came, “things
just lightened up. People could
breathe again,” Mrs. Lawrence said.

Stores are stocked better and
shopping is easier without constant
strikes, she said. The Lawrences
knew things were improving when
they found American-style potato
chips in a market recently.

Peace also has moved Gaza Bap-
tist Church out from under a dark
cloud.

Members meet on Sunday morn-
ings and sing spirited hymns with the
doors and windows open. With no
curfews, members can worship free-
ly—unlike the days of the Intifada,
when they had to cancel services or
meet secretly.

“Now there are no soldiers, no
checkpoints, no wires, no shooting,
no stones thrown,” said Jaber El
Jildah, one of the church’s leaders.
“We think it will be easier to reach
out now, but we must have wisdom.”

Official estimates count perhaps

3,000 Christians in Gaza, mostly
members of the Greek Orthodox
Church. But some Baptists believe
the actual number of adherents is
much lower. Gaza Baptist Church
has only about 30 members, but
more than 100 people attend serv1c-
es each week.

Despite their small numbers,
Gaza Baptists have strong believers,
especially among the youth and
young adults, Lawrence said.

One-man nursing school needs help

OPEN DOORS Tensions
have eased in Gaza after the
Israeli-Palestinian peace
agreement. So Southern
Baptist worker Glenn Glov-
er (above) can talk freely

- with two young Palestinian

men on the street. Like-
wise, Baptist worker Nancie
Wingo (at left) now main-
tains a more stable sched-
ule for her English classes.
Here, she visits with two of
her students, Manar Hamad
and Faten Hamad. Southern
Baptists have discovered

_teaching English is a good

means to minister in the
war-torn region. Baptist
worker David Peterson (far
left) teaches English at a
private school. (BP photos
by Don Rutledge)
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~ bending over backward
o loserveyon: .

Now you can

print your church newsletter

on the outside of the Western Recorder.
A good deal just got better.
Call (502) 244-6473 today
and ask about the new
- Reverse Fold Newspage
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