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Americans have an
renewed fascination with
angels, but Baptists
historically have not
talked much about the

See pages 1,6, 7 & 8.

e The Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board

has suddenly withdrawn
plans to publish a

theology book written by

a former Kentuckian.

See page 2.

Split considered
Conservative Baptists in

possibility of forming a
new state convention.
See page 2.

. GP down

Receipts for the
Kentucky Baptist

- Convention’s
Cooperative Program
budget are down for the
first quarter, but the way
the calendar fell may
explain the dip.

See page 3.

Editorial

True conservatives
should oppose a school
prayer amendment.

See page 5.
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Angels

theology of angels. .

Book withdrawn |

Virginia are studying the

By Mark Wingfield
*News Director

If an angel gets wings every time a bell
rings—as Clarence claims in “It’'s a Won-
derful Life”—the constant ringing of
cash registers with the sale of angel
products this Christmas signals a
bumper crop of angel graduates.

Angels appear everywhere this
holiday season.

They’re on Christmas trees and

Christmas cards, to be sure. But

. they’re also the subject of promi-

. nent displays in virtually every

book store in the nation. They’re

.. on magazine covers, posters,

... jewelry, T-shirts and knick-knack

shelves.

. Angels appear to be ringing more

- cash register bells than church bells

this season.
But if you listen closely and
. move beyond the cry of commer-
cialism, you’ll hear a common
> message resounding across reli-
gious traditions: Angels are for
. real.
~  And, ironically, the quiet mes-
sage attributed to angels directly
. opposes the loud commercialism pro-

; pelling the current angel frenzy.

{ “The chief message of the angels is
“Fear not,”” said Eileen Freeman, founder
c ‘of Angel Watch Foundation and author of
‘three best-selling books on angels. “God
is telling us not to be afraid, and I think
2 ~that is a very important message in our age.

e < People have not turned to Jesus, but to the

unholy trinity of money, power and prestige.”

Freeman, a Christian raised in the Catholic faith and a graduate of Notre

| Angels flying hlgh in American culture

Dame University, founded Angel Watch
two years ago as a non-profit foundation to
help people search for God through the
work of angels.

She’s not alone in this emerging cottage
industry that’s part spiritual and part sales.
Consider these trends:

1 Five years ago, only five books about
angels were in print in the United States,
according to Gannett News Service. Today,
at least 200 books on angels line the shelves
of both religious and secular book stores.
Many have become best-sellers.

I Linda Whitman Vephula, a Baptist in
Atlanta, recently launched a new nationwide
magazine devoted exclusively to angels.
The Angel Times is a 68-page glossy color
magazine hitting national newstands this
week priced at $5 per copy. It’s not intend-

.ed to be a commercial venture, she ex-

plained, but is her response to the ministry
of angels.

I Hollywood has jumped on the angel
bandwagon, with several television specials
and a new angel-oriented series, “Touched
By An Angel.” Angels are becoming a sta-
ple of the TV talk show circuit and real-life
drama programs.

'§ Kay Martin Curry of Virginia founded
Twenty-eight Angels Inc. as a clearinghouse
for angel information. Dozens of people call
her toll-free line daily to report angelic en-
counters and seek spiritual direction. She
speaks around the nation and this year spon-
sored her first international conference on
angels and art in Italy.

I More than 70 percent of American
adults believe in angels, according to the
Gallup Poll, and nearly half of all Ameri-
cans believe they have a guardian angel, ac-
0 See Angels flying high ..., page 6

‘Experiencing God’ heals church’s wounds

By Marv Knox
Editor

MAYFIELD—An experience
with God healed old wounds that
threatened to kill Northside Baptist
Church in Mayfield.

Northside held Kentucky Baptists’
first Experiencing God Weekend this
fall, and it happened none too soon,
said Pastor Robert Johnson.

“It’s given our church hope for
new life,” Johnson said. “This church
was really dying, even if people on
the outside and some on the inside
* didn’t know it. But the Lord used our
Experiencing God Weekend to give
our church back to himself and to
bring our people back together.”

Northside had been'ill in recent
years, with some members barely ac-
knowledging each other’s presence,
Johnson explained, offering an as-
sessment confirmed by several mem-
bers.

“Our church was kind of divided,”
echoed Imogene Dillingham, a long-
time member. “It has brought our
church back together like I never
dreamed it being again, at least for
years. But it all happened in one
weekend.”

“We were like most churches that
have a clique, but now there is none,”
added member Gene Spain. “We had

people who might not have been ene-

mies, but they weren’t treating each
other as they should. But now, when
one family in our church hurts, we all
hurt.”

At the urging of Johnson, who be-
came pastor 18 months ago, the
church’s leaders participated in Expe-
riencing God, a 13-week course pre-
pared by the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board. The primary thrust of
Experiencing God is to help Chris-
tians see what God is doing in the
world and then to understand how
they can be a part of that divine ac-
tion.

Experiencing God Weekends de-
veloped out of the success of the Ex-
periencing God program. The North-
side experience was the first such
weekend in Kentucky, sponsored by

Kentucky Baptist Brotherhood.

About 50 volunteers came from vari-
ous states to help lead church mem-
bers through the experience and teach
them the “seven realities” that com-
prise the core of the program.

“We did not have the typical Ex-
periencing God Weekend; we didn’t
get to cover all seven realities,”
Johnson said. “The Lord changed our
schedule. On Saturday night, the Lord
moved in, and people were asking
each other for forgiveness.”

That spiritual movement contin-
ued Sunday morning and literally
erupted Sunday evening, he said. The

Sunday night service began about
5:45 and continued until about 10:45,
with no sermon, only the sharing of
testimonies from members. Two
young women who attended the ser-
vice committed their lives to Christ
through the witness of church mem-
bers.

“It was a real unique time,”
Johnson said. “T’ve been in a lot of
tremendous services, and I’ve never
seen anything like it.”

“Nobody wanted to go,” Dilling-
ham recalled. “Brother Johnson
would say, ‘If no one has anything
more to share, we will close,” and be-
fore he could finish, several people
would be going to the mike.”

The revival started that weekend
has continued, with members still
sharing their spiritual experiences and

‘maintaining the new bonds of rela-

tionship, and with people coming to
accept Christ as their Savior.

“It’s made a big impact, absolute-
ly,” said member Barry Kennemore.
“It’s helped our church see we are a
body of Christ, and we should take
care of each other.

“T’ve talked to several people, and
they’re all wanting to do more for the
Lord now. It’s been amazing to see
people come out of the woodwork to
say, ‘I’'m willing to do this and to do
that.’

[ See ‘Experiencing God' ..., page 3
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*“] heard rumors
that pressures
were brought to me
by certain people,
but that’s not true.
| also hear people
in Louisville were
bringing pressure
on me. Not true.”

John Landers, editor of
academic books with

Broadman & Holman -

Board withdraws hook over unnamed doctrinal issues

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (ABP)—In
an unusual move, the Southern Bap-
tist Sunday School Board has with-
drawn plans to publish a book it al-

ready has advertised, alleging unspec-
.ified doctrinal problems.

The book on hermeneutics—or
principles of biblical interpretation—
was written by Charles Scalise, a
former faculty member at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, who now teaches at a branch
of Fuller Theological Seminary in
Seattle, Wash.

The book had been scheduled for

| release and featured in the 1995 aca-

demic catalogue of Broadman and
Holman, the arm of the Sunday
School Board that publishes books,
Bibles and reference materials.

Scalise said he signed a contract to
write the book in 1992 and turned in
the completed manuscript last July. In
November, Scalise received a letter
informing him the publisher had
changed its mind about releasing the
book “basically for unspecified de-
nominational doctrinal parameters,”
he said.

“By breaking its contract to pub-

lish this book, Broadman and Holman
publishers has demonstrated that it is
an untrustworthy partner in the min-
istry of serious evangelical Christian
publishing,” Scalise sald in a prepared
statement.

John Landers, Sunday School
Board editor of academic books, dis-
puted that the publisher broke the con-
tract. “I would say we withdrew from
the contract because we didn’t have an
acceptable manuscript,” he said.

Landers said after reading the full
manuscript, “I simply concluded it
was not in the parameters of the ‘Bap-
tist Faith and Message,”” a statement
approved by the Southern Baptist

Convention in 1963 which the Sun- -
- day School Board uses as its doctnnal

guide. -

Asked how the book violates the
Baptist Faith and Message, Landers
said it was “more the tone of the book
than any particular sentence, I think.”

Scalise defended the book, titled
“Hermeneutics and Theology: A
Scriptural Approach,” as “an attempt
from a committed conservative evan-
gelical perspective to offer an intro-

duction to hermeneutics and theology

to Baptists and other evangelical
Christians.”
The Broadman catalogue, in a full-

page listing, describes the book as
exploring the relationship between
Scripture and theology.

“Before the Enlightenment, Chris-
tian disagreements on this question
were tempered by a core of agreement
on foundational issues regarding the
historical accuracy of Scripture,” it
says. “With the advent of modernity,
however, even those foundational is-
sues came into dispute as Christians
began to question traditional defini-
tions of history and debate the rela-
tionship between history and theolo-

gy-
“In this volume, Charles Scalise

“introduces the hermeneutical problem
‘that has divided Christians for two

centuries and presents a canonical

‘way for thinking Christians to reflect

on the doctrine of God.”

Word of the decision to withdraw
the book created something of a stir
at a recent professional meeting that
Landers attended, he said. Rumors
circulated there that the Sunday
School Board is tightening its restric-
tions on writers and bowing to con-
servative political pressure in editing
decisions.

- “I think our doctrinal statement is
the same it’s always been, which is
the ‘Baptist Faith and Message,’”

Landers responded.

“I heard rumors that pressures
were brought to me by certain people,
but that’s not true,” he said. “I also
hear people in Louisville were bring-
ing pressure on me. Not true.”

Before this fall, both Scalise and
his wife, Pamela, were on faculty at
Southern Seminary in Louisville. He
was assistant professor of church his-
tory and associate editor of the facul-
ty journal, “Review and Expositor,”
and she was associate professor of
Old Testament.

Both accepted teaching posmons
at Fuller Seminary after he reportedly
was passed over for tenure in Louis-
ville. Last summer, some Baptist
moderates suggested Scalise had been
a victim of the change in administra-
tions at Southern Seminary. When
contacted by the Western Recorder
for comment this fall, Scalise declined
to be interviewed.

Landers said it is unusual for
Broadman to reject books for doctri-
nal reasons. “This is the only case I've
ever had of anything like this,” he
said.

Landers also said he expects Sca--
lise will find another publisher for the

‘book, since he still owns rights to the

manuscript.

Virginia Baptists could be headed for SBC’s first spllt

RICHMOND, Va.—Virginia
Baptist conservatives are weighing
the possibility of starting a new state
convention as an alternative to the
171-year-old Baptist General Associ-

" ation of Virginia.

The executive committee of
Southern Baptist Conservatives of
Virginia, formed in 1993 to counter

ONLY 244 DAYS To 60
UNTIL MY NEXT oPFozTuuurY
To Preacy /

The blessed hope of the youth pastor
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what it called the leftward drift of the
existing state convention, asked the
group’s president Dec. 8 to appoint a
committee “to study the procedures
and requirements” to establish the
conservative body as a “separate state
convention.”

If the panel’s recommendations—
to be reported no later than May
1995—culiminate in a new conven-
tion of churches, it will be the first
formal state schism in Southern Bap-
tists’ prolonged theological fight. And
it could create enormous questions
about relationships and membership
for the Southern Baptist Convention,
which currently associates with just
one convention in each state. -

Until a decision is made, the exec-
utive committee of the conservative
body has offered to receive funds for
the SBC Cooperative Program uni-
fied budget from churches and pass
them on to the SBC, bypassing the
traditional route through the Virginia
Baptist convention.

“In some ways it would have been
good to take this action three years
ago,” said Terry Harper of Colonial
Helghts Va., the conservative
group’s first vice president.

It’s now obvious conservatives are
not wanted, he said, “so it’s time to
go and do our own thing.”

Conservatives have opposed the
Virginia convention’s development
of financial giving plans making it
easier for churches to support non-
SBC ministries—including the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship—through
the state convention’s budget.

But approval last month of a plan
making gifts to Virginia Baptist min-
istries the only basis for church repre-
sentation in the Virginia convention
apparently precipitated the move to
form a new convention. Previously,
representation in the state convention

also was tied to gifts to the SBC.

Since conservative churches are
reluctant to fund many state Baptist
ministries in Virginia, their ability to
amass large numbers of messen-
gers—and consequently influence—
at state meetings has been seriously
undermined.

“The action makes it impossible
for conservatives to ever hope to ef-
fect change in Virginia through the
voting process,” said T.C. Pinckney
of Alexandria, Va. “We have in effect
been disenfranchised.”

Pinckney is a prominent conserva-
tive leader nationally and a member
of the SBC Executive Committee.
Ironically, moderate Baptists in Vir-
ginia and elsewhere claim Pinckney
and other conservatives have left
moderates disenfranchised at the na-
tional level.

Yet Pinckney said a new state con-
vention “is not something that was
chosen or desired by conservatives.
The rules of the game have been
changed and we are exploring a new
possibility with regret and sorrow.”

Leaders of the Virginia convention
also expressed regret.

“I'm disappointed that this-group
feels it necessary to take this action,”
said Executive Director Reginald
McDonough. “I personally feel that
Virginia Baptist leadership is trying
hard to give every person in the state
an opportunity to stand on their con-
victions but at the same time be active
in the Virginia Baptist program.”

If the Virginia convention splits,
this would be the first time for the
SBC to face the dilemma of relating
to two conventions in the same state.

Among the questions raised:

I Can the SBC properly relate to
two conventions in the same state?

1 If so, how would representation
on national boards and agencies be

determined?
1 If national money is to be given

. for state mission work, which conven-
_tion would receive it?

Trustee positions on SBC boards
and agencies are apportioned accord-
ing to a formula based on the number
of members in cooperating churches
in each state.

“If a second convention is orga-
nized within a state, it will obviously
require more study because all of the
questions have not yet been deter-
mined, much less the answers,” said
Morris Chapman, president of the
SBC Executive Committee. “While I
see the need to rethink how the SBC
would work in an environment in
which there are two state Baptist gen-
eral bodies, my opinion is that coop-
eration with a second state convention
is not legally outside the parameters
of the constitution and bylaws of the
Southern Baptist Convention.”

Roy Smith, executive director-
treasurer of the Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Carolina and president
of the national group of state conven-
tion executive directors, said he be-
lieves the proposed Virginia action
would cause fragmentation, frustra-
tion and conflict.

James Guenther, the SBC’s legal
counsel, said he does not understand
the SBC’s representation process to
have a connection with a state cor.-
vention per se.

Guenther said the representation
called for in SBC bylaws is based on
total Baptist membership in a state.
Thus the representation available to
any state on SBC boards and agencies
would be based on the total number
of members in cooperating churches,
regardless of which state organization

- their churches were affiliated with.

Compiled from Associated Baptist
Press and Baptist Press reports
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Number of Sundays slows first-quarter GP

By Marv Knox
Editor

After the first quarter of its fiscal
year, the Kentucky Baptist Coopera-
tive Program unified budget has fall-
en behind last year’s pace and the rate
needed to reach this year’s budget.

The Cooperative Program re-
ceived $4,043,030 at the end of the
first three months of the 1994-95 fis-
cal year, according to figures released
last week by the Kentucky Baptist
business office.

That amount is $277,512 (6.4 per-
cent) below receipts for the Septem-
ber-November quarter last year. It’s
$421,482 (9.4 percent) below budget
for the first quarter of this year.

But the calendar may be the cul-
prit, said Barry Allen, the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s business man-
ager. “There is one primary explana-
tion” for the first-quarter shortfall, he
said. “It’s all in the way the Sundays
have fallen.” ,

He points back to August, when
the last Sunday fell three business

days before the end of the month and
the end of the KBC'’s fiscal year. That
allowed most churches to get their
monthly Cooperative Program contri-
butions to the KBC business office
before the books closed on the 1993-
94 fiscal year, he said.

That accounts for abnormally high
August receipts, almost $1.9 million,
and unusually low September re-
ceipts, not quite $1.4 million.

The high August receipts pro-
pelled the 1993-94 Cooperative Pro-
gram to a record $17.9 million, which
far surpassed both the previous year
and the budget goal.

Comparatively, however, that
handicapped September, since a typi-
cal month’s receipts usually includes
a significant amount of money col-
lected by churches the previous
month.

“This usually happens from time
to time, and we spend the whole rest
of the year catching up,” Allen report-
ed. He noted receipts for October and
November weren’t far off the pace of
the same months the previous year,

‘but that the remaining months of the

fiscal year will need to be stronger to
catch up to last year and to the current
$17.8 million goal.-

Cooperative Program funds are
collected by churches and sent to the
KBC, where 63 percent is kept for
statewide ministries and 37 percent is
sent to Southern Baptist Convention
causes.

Kentucky’s portion of the receipts
is supplemented by additional funds
designated for use only within the
KBC.

The Kentucky-only receipts are
off last year’s pace too. The Ken-
tucky-only account has received
$69,691 during the first quarter of this
fiscal year, compared to $95,314 a
year ago, for a $25,623 (26.9 percent)
shortfall.

Combined receipts for the KBC
portion of Cooperative Program and
Kentucky-only contributions totaled
$2,616,800 for the first quarter of this
year. That amount is $200,456 (7.1
percent) below last year and $295,841
(10.1 percent) below budget.

Beware of burnout, Baptist educators told

FRANKFORT—Burnout sounds
an alarm that life is out of balance,
Dennis Williams told participants at
the Kentucky Baptist Religious Edu-
cation Association’s annual meeting
this fall.

“Burnout in Ministry” was the
theme for the meeting, held at Crest-

wood Baptist Church. Williams, dean

of Christian education at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, led participants in a study that
. could be applied to many professions
and vocations.

Burnout often results from either
too much or too little stress in one’s
life, he reported, leading participants
to assess their own lives in reference
to the debilitating condition.

Burnout reveals itself in numerous
symptoms, he noted. They include
emotional exhaustion, depersonaliza-
tion, lack of personal accomplish-

ment, headaches, chronic emotional
exhaustion, feelings of helplessness,
absenteeism and leaving one’s voca-
tion altogether.

People can prevent burnout by ac-
knowledging several realities, Will-
iams said.

They include:

0 One individual cannot do every-
thing. :

0 All tasks are not equal.

§ What a person does doesn’t de-
termine who she or he is.

B No choice is ever one person’s
alone. ;

E The gospel calls Christians to be
good stewards of God’s gifts.

I Individuals must change what
can be changed and adjust to what
cannot be changed.

1 Life and ministry should be con-
sidered a relay race rather than a rat
race.

Ministers and church workers par-
ticularly must avoid the Messiah Trap
of believing “if I don’t do it, it won’t

get done; and everyone else’s needs

take priority over mine,” Williams

- encouraged.

“Our responsibility always is
greater than our ability,” he added.
“Ministry must be shared.”

The burnout theme struck a re-
sponsive chord with Kentucky Bap-
tist religious educators, with atten-
dance at this year’s meeting up 25
percent, said KBREA President Darr-
yl Wilson, minister of education and
administration at Eastwood Baptist
Church in Bowling Green.

The -association is open to minis-
ters of education, youth, recreation
and preschool/children, as well as stu-
dents, professors and church mem-
bers interested in the advancement of
religious education.

‘Experiencing God’ heals Mayfield church

Continued from page 1

“Our church has grown closer, and
we’re looking for more ways to work
with God. It seems like people are
more excited.”

One example of the church’s new-
found unity is that it has dissolved all
its commiittees, except for the board
that supervises its school and the
trustees that oversee the property,
Johnson said. ‘

This development has moved
Northside away from tight control by
a few people and given it back to all
the people, he explained. For exam-
ple, the church recently developed

-and adopted its full budget in open
business meeting. “It allowed people
to say, “This is what we think God
wants us to do,”” he reported.

The renewed vigor of the Experi-

encing God Weekend is expected to

persist. Beginning next year, practi-
- cally the whole church will have an
. opportunity to participate in the 13-
week Experiencing God course, when
it is offered in adult Sunday school,

Johnson said.

And Northside members expect
the results of their spiritual renewal to
impact the community.

The first reason is because it’s still
changing member’s lives, Ken-
nemore stressed. “It’s completely
turned my thinking around,” he said.
“I’ve always known God was ‘out
there,” but I didn’t really understand
he wanted to use me. I didn’t realize I
could literally be in touch with God
every day.”

“It’s showed me a different out-
look on a lot of things,” Spain added.
“For example, when someone joins
the church, now I look to see where
God’s going to.put that person to
work. I’'m more aware of where

God’s working, and it’s revolution-

ized my life. ... My relationship with
my wife is even greater than it was.”
Charlie Simmons, director of mis-
sions for Graves County Baptist As-
sociation and a participant in the
weekend, predicted Northside’s re-
sults would affect nearby churches.

“It’s going to have an impact on
the whole community,” he predicted.
“It’s going to help other churches see
they can have a real experience with
God and come back to what God
would have us do. ... It’s going to be
another means God will use in bring-

ing an awakening to his people. We’ll

see a lot of Experiencing God Week-
ends in our area and across the state.”

That’s true, noted Kentucky
Brotherhood Director Bob Simpkins.
Brotherhood plans to sponsor the
weekends in other churches, begin-
ning with Westport Baptist Church in
Westport in January.

“It’s one of the greatest tools to
help a church that wants to find out
what God’s doing and get in on what
God’s doing,” Simpkins said. “It
moves beyond personal goals that
man can set and mvolves us in a God-
sized task.”

And that is ‘worth the effort,

- Dillingham said: “It was one of the

most wonderful experiences I’ ve ever
had.”
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M Alumni director named.
Stephen Foss has been named
coordinator of alumni services
at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. Foss previously was
an executive with the Sara Lee
Corp. Currently, he is a second-
year master of divinity student at
the seminary.

M Gyertson to speak. David
Gyertson, president of Asbury
College in Wilmore, will speak
at commencement ceremonies
for Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary at 10 a.m. Dec. 16.
The seminary is scheduled to
award degrees to 140 graduate-
level students and dimplomas
and certificates to 40 graduates
of Boyce Bible School.

M Gilliam elected. Jay Gilliam,
a second-year pre-med student
at Kentucky State University,
was elected president of the Af-
rican American Christian Lead-
ership Training Conference
Nov. 20. The annual conference
drew 53 African American stu-
dents from six Kentucky cam-
puses. Keynote speaker was Ke-
lin Gray, pastor of New Mount
Zion Baptist Church in Shelby-
ville. The conference also in-
cluded 15 small-group seminars
on topics ranging from a survey
of the Black Muslim movement
to helps for improving academic
skills.
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SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS
Members of the Kentucky
Baptist Campers on Mis-
sion group hoist a shower
stall skyward as part of a
renovation project they -

completed this fall at Onei- .

oa Baptist Institute. During
the fall break, when most
students were away, 45
volunteers remodeled two
bathrooms in a girls’ dor-
mitory, sandblasted and re-
painted the school’s swim-
ming pool and built a new
campground with 24 full
hook-ups. Campers on
Mission is a national orga-
nization of Southern Baptist
volunteer missionaries who
also enjoy camping. The
Kentucky chapter is rela-
tively new but already has
been recognized by the
Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board for its out-
standing work.
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Not an influencé

Once again at the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention we heard the line,
“Unity is a great witness.” This is not
true. Nobody cares if Southern Bap-
tists are “unified” except for a few
Southern Baptists.

Lost people don’t care whether
Southern Baptists are unified or not.
Lost people don’t care if we “work
toward accomplishing common goals
in spite of our differences.” Denomi-
national “unity,” or the lack of it, does
not affect our wit-

name is five-point Calvinism.
Anatomically, it may be outlined
as follows to describe our human con-
dition: T for total depravity, U for un-
conditional election, L for limited
atonement, I for irresistible grace and
P for perseverance of the saints..
Southern Baptists who hold to un-
conditional election and a limited
atonement pose a threat to further di-
vision among us. The former doctrine

holds that God has arbitrarily selected -

a certain number to go to heaven and
to hell, all for his soveteign glory. The
latter means Christ

ness for Jesus ' died for a limited
Christ at all. Lost BAPTIST FORUM number and not for

people—and prob-

ably most Southern Baptists!—are
more concerned about what happens
to O.J. Simpson, Jeffrey Dahmer or
Tonya Harding than with anything
that happens at a Southern Baptist
Convention or KBC meeting. We
have seriously inflated egos if we
think otherwise.

In these last 15 years of denomi-
national controversy, I have wit-
nessed to many people. Some of them
received Christ as their Lord and Sav-

dor. Of those who did not, some said

that it was because of the sins of the
televangelists. Some said it was be-

cause of the problem of evil. Others -

had different excuses. But none of the
people I shared my faith with said
they did not believe in Jesus because
of controversy in the SBC, KBC or
any of the associations in which I
served. Nor did any of those who re-
ceived Christ say that they were in-
fluenced by any “unity” or harmony
in any of these Baptist bodies.

Denominational unity does not af-
Tect our witness for Jesus Christ.

Michael Barley

Louisville

Wilted TULIP

An ancient flower has cropped up
in the Southern Baptist theological
garden. It’s called TULIP. Its generic

everyone. How can
such dogmas be defended in light of
John 3:16 and the thrust of the whole
New Testament? Why evangelism?
Why missions?

The “‘ordo salutis” of uncondition-
al election is regeneration, repen-
tance, faith, justification and sanctifi-
cation. I know few Southern Baptists
who hold this view.

Five-point Calvinism is an artifi-
cial, unbiblical system imposed upon
the Bible. It is time to defoliate the
TULIP.

Henlee Barnette
Louisville

God wants all

Has God ordained that some par-
ticular persons will be saved and
some other particular persons will be
damned eternally (WR, Nov. 8)?

II Peter 3:9 says: “The Lord ... is
forbearing toward you, not wishing
that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance.”

God’s intention is stated negative-
ly, that God does not want any per-
sons to perish, and positively, that
God wants all to repent. God wants
all to believe in Jesus and be saved.
How will those who believe in dou-
ble predestination interpret this verse?

- John 3:36 says: “Whoever puts his
faith in the Son has eternal life; but

whoever rejects the Son will not see
life, but God’s wrath remains on
him.”

If Robert and Edith choose to be-
lieve in Jesus, they will have eternal
life; if they choose to reject Jesus, they
will be punished eternally. Their des-
tiny is determined by how they deal
with Jesus. If God had pre-ordained
that they reject Christ, isn’t God un-
just to punish them? God pro-
grammed them to reject Christ. So re-
jecting Christ was not their choice.
Why should they be punished?

God meant to save all persons.
“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him should not perish but
have eternal life.” This verse contem-
plates a class of persons. Anyone who
believes in Jesus becomes a member
of the class. “Whoever” does not des-
ignate any particular person(s).

Constancio Amen
Louisville

Accidental omission

Thanks to Jacob Zimmer, who
wrote (WR, Nov. 29) about an error
in the Georgetown College supple-
ment to the Western Recorder. We
stated Georgetown was one of only
four Baptist liberal arts colleges to be
listed in U.S. News and World Re-
port’s “1995 Annual Guide to Amer-
ica’s Best Colleges.”

U.S. News uses 14 categories to
rank colleges and universities, and we
want to apologize for failing to clari-
fy that the four we mentioned are Car-
negie Baccalaureate Liberal Arts Col-
lege I institutions and were listed in
the category containing the 164 na-
tional liberal arts colleges.

We recognize that there are many
excellent Baptist colleges and appre-
ciate Mr. Zimmer for bringing this to
our attention. ,

Leigh Anie Hiatt

Public relations director
Georgetown College
Georgetown

Australian Blue Heelers

Our son brought home a new pup-
py—an Australian Blue Heeler. I had
heard about the breed through our
daughter, but had not thought about
the spelling of “heeler/healer.” It
seems the dogs get this part of their
name because they are al-

more likely to succumb to tempta-
tions. We are told that Satan is “like a
roaring lion seeking whom he may
devour.”

I finally asked my son why the
puppy liked to chew on heels. He said

it was because they use
ways nipping at the heels {UUBIERI this “nipping” maneuver
of the animals they are try- W{I[H3 1]} on the animals they are

ing to corral.

I learned quickly why
the name fitted them so
perfectly. I was sitting in
my favorite spot on the
soft, white couch with my
feet dangling over the
sides. After only a few
brief moments, the puppy

commanded to corral.

I sometimes feel hu-
man beings could learn
some things from dogs.
Dogs are trained/bred for a
particular task, and they
are persistent in complet-
ing those tasks.

Dogs also are faithful

was biting my heels with ~ William W. Marshall  friends who cannot be

her razor-sharp teeth. I
pulled my feet back onto the couch
out of her reach, but when I again be-
came preoccupied in reading the
newspaper, my feet once again
slipped over the side of the couch
within reach of the “Heeler.” The alert
puppy again nipped my heels.

The keen eye of that puppy en-
abled her to caich me off-guard and
my feet within her reach. This re-
minded me of the reality that Satan is
ever alert to catch us off-guard and

their master—even in face of danger
or physical pain.

Our pastor tells the story about a
woman whose dog followed her to
church each Sunday and lay under the
pew where her “master” sat. This was
a regular routine for years until the
lady died. The folks of that church
said this faithful dog came to church
every Sunday for a period of time,
and curled up under the pew where
her “master” sat for so many years.

swayed from loyalty to

Dogs are always on guard too—
unlike us, who become so preoccu-
pied with our own desires that we for-
get we should be “about the Master’s

business.”

Like human beings, these dogs of-
ten “whine” when being weaned,
trained or acclimated to new sur-
roundings. Yet, once through the pe-
riod of ftrial, they are set on their
course. People who go through peri-
ods of trial often grow into a new lev-
el of faithfulness and service.

Blue Heelers know what they are

bred for and respond instinctively.
Ours has convinced me she knows
her master, is obedient to his com-
mands and is faithful in completing
the tasks for which she has been
trained.
"~ Our Master would have us to
know him, to be obedient to his com-
mands through his word and to be
faithful to the tasks to which we have
been called.

(The writer is Mrs. Naomi Paul, retir-
ing this month from 12 years of faithful
and effective ministry in the KBC Execu-
tive Office. For the past several years, she
has transcribed my weekly column. I will
miss her.)

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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EDITORIALS

True conservatives oppose prayer amendment

Why do so many people who advocate less government want our
government to regulate prayer? And why do so many people who call
themselves conservative want to subvert the will of this.nation’s
founders?

These are good questions to ask as we peer into the political backyard
of 1995. While some conservative reforms may prove beneficial, Amer-
icans who value religious liberty have reason to be alarmed. House
Speaker Newt Gingrich wants to vote on a school prayer amendment by
the Fourth of July. That bombshell’s more dangerous to liberty than live
fire crackers in a gunpowder factory.

On its face, a school prayer amendment is bad news, even by stan-
dards of the neo-conservatives who tout it.

First, they decry the ruinous nature of Big Government. They recount
a litany of woes, including the welfare crisis, unemployment, poverty
and small-business failure, as examples of how government ruins what it
runs. So why would they want government to meddle in religion, which
is what would happen with a school prayer amendment?

Second, true conservatives preserve established traditions. But neo-
conservatives’ school prayer stand counters the concerns of such nation-
al luminaries as James Madison and Thomas Jefferson, as well as Bap-
tist forebears Isaac Backus and John Leland. The new “conservatism”
fails to conserve, but rather debunks, the insights of the founding fathers,
who knew firsthand the peril of a marriage between church and state.

Furthermore, a school prayer amendment is bad news for several
broader-based reasons:

B It’s unnecessary. As long as a person of faith has a mind, nobody
can prohibit prayer. Your children and mine still can pray in school, and
nobody can stop them.

Some school prayer supporters want an amendment to protect other
forms of religious expression. They advocate the rights of student reli-

gious groups to assemble, of students to wear religious messages on their
clothing, and of students to offer religion-based views in classroom dis-
cussion. This freedom already is protected by the First Amendment, the
1984 Equal Access Act and the 1994 Religious Freedom Restoration
Act. We should let the courts uphold these provisions, not layer them
with questionable laws and redundant amendments.

B It’s cruel, if not coercive. Although an amendment would stipulate
no one will be required to pray and the state won’t write the prayer, that’s
flimsy protection. Anyone who knows children knows the cruel power
of peer pressure. Teachers’ implementation of the amendment will ratch-
et that pressure up to coercion; even if teachers don’t say the prayer, they
will be the authority behind it. And although the state, through the school
board, won’t write the prayer, it will choose which prayer is said. Major-
ity-picked prayers will violate the consciences of children with minority
convictions. If that doesn’t bother you, imagine you’re the Baptist parent
of a child in Boston, Salt Lake City or Los Angeles

B It mocks genuine religion. Baptists long have upheld the principle
that authentic faith must be free. State-written, state-sanctioned prayers
aren’t free and don’t produce faith. If they seek to represent authentic
views, they run roughshod over students who don’t share those views.
And if they are addressed “To Whom it May Concern,” they’re not worth
the air required to say them. A generation brought up on state prayers
won’t know true prayer from patty-cake.

- B1It’s not the state’s business. From Abraham and Sarah on, families
have been responsible for the spiritual care of children. Since the time of
Christ, the church has been responsible for evangelism and discipleship.
Government never has and never will have a valid role in religious train-
ing. Let the public school manage its academic curriculum. Let parents
and the churches tend to the spiritual health of young souls.

: : Marv Knox

Mid-Continent grateful for KBC’s ‘statement of relationship’

Mid-Continent College would like
to thank Dr. Bill Marshall, the Execu-
tive Board, the administrative com-
mittee, the subcommittee and all Ken-
tucky Baptists for adopting the offi-
cial “statement of relationship” be-
tween the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and
Mid-Continent College.
We would especially like
to express our sincere appreciation to
Dr. M.A. Winchester for the excellent
leadership as chairman of the sub-
committee.

Even though Mid-Continent has
always been a Kentucky Baptist insti-
tution and a Southern Baptist institu-
tion by birthright, this statement pro-
vides for clarity and understanding.
The college was started as the West
Kentucky Baptist Bible Institute by

the West Kentucky Baptist Associa-
tion. The first session was on Jan. 10,
1949, in the basement of First Baptist
Church of Clinton. By 1950, the Ken-
tucky associations of Blood River,
Graves County and West Union had
joined in electing trustees
and sponsoring the insti-
tution. The West Ken-
tucky Association is af-
filiated with the KBC and the South-
ern Baptist Convention, therefore giv-
ing the institution a Kentucky Baptist
and Southern Baptist birthright.

The general opinion of Baptists in
West Kentucky has always been that
Mid-Continent literally saved the en-

tire Jackson Purchase Area from the -

independent movement. The leader-
ship of the college has always been
mainstream Southern Baptist with an

enses of smell and hea:»
10k ody can sneak into your house

emphasis on missions and evange-
lism. The high percentage of Cooper-
ative Program giving by West Ken-
tucky churches is due in a large mea-
sure to the influence of Mid-Conti-
nent College.

Much progress has been made in
the last decade as the college prepares
to enter the 21st century. Full accred-
itation was received by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
in 1987,-with reaffirmation for a 10-
year period in 1992. A president’s
home, dining hall and women’s dor-
mitory have been added to the other
four buildings on the 90-acre campus
that was acquired in 1976. Plans are
in the making to expand the curricu-
lum with additional majors to train
bivocational pastors and to reach a
larger constituency. There are six

ys
> = = (e kiichen since,
The hound hves to lick crumbs.

Beyond that, a person who has a dog

seminaries represented among our
faculty. A capital funds campaign will
be launched in 1995 for funding mar-
ried housing, a faculty and student
center, scholarships and increased en-
dowment.

Mid-Continent is committed ¥o
doctrinal infegrity and to join with
Kentucky Baptists and all Southern
Baptists in carrying out the Great
Commission. With the action of the
KBC, we are better prepared to per-
petuate our Southern Baptist witness
and testimony in West Kentucky and
throughout the area.

Thank you, Kentucky Baptists, for
this special recognition as part of the
Kentucky Baptist family.

LaVerne Butler, president
Mid-Continent College
Mayfield

ELY ¥ -
_ iend or loved one appreciates the puppy,
ded to swcep _ you can always buy something for Fido at
Christmas. And if not, you can bet you’ll
be told what to get for Christmas next year.

So-called
conservatives
contradict their
political label
when they propose
a school prayer
amendment. Such
a scheme would
extend the
government’s grasp
into the most
private affairs of
American citizens.
it also would
confound the
intentions of this

‘nation’s founders,

who firmly grafted
the First
Amendment onto
the Constitution.

“With the action of
the KBC, we are
better prepared to
perpetuate our
Southern Baptist
witness and
testimony in West
Kentucky and
throughout the

area.”
LaVerne Butler

Marv Knox

WESTERN RECORDER M DECEMBER 13, 1994 5



THEOLOGY

Angels in

the Bible

M Genesis 16. The
“Angel of the Lord”
comforts Hagar as she
flees from Abraham and
Sarah.

M Genesis 22. The
“Angel of the Lord”
stops Abraham from
sacrificing his son Isaac.
M Genesis 19. Angels
go to Sodom to lead Lot
and his family away
before the city is
destroyed.

M Genesis 24. Abraham
tells Isaac an angel will
help him find a wife.

M Genesis 28. Jacob
sees the angels of God
ascending and
descending into heaven
in a dream.

I Genesis 31. An angel
speaks to Jacob, telling
him to flee from Laban,
his father-in-law.

M Exodus 3. The “Angel
of the Lord” appears to
Moses in the burning

' bush.

B Exodus 14. An angel
goes before and after the
camp of Israel as they
fled Egypt.

M Exodus 23, 32 & 33.
An angel leads the
children of Israel as they
journey to the Promised
; Land.

M Numbers 22. The
“Angel of the Lord”
appears to Balaam and
gets his attention

- through the antics of a

. donkey.

B Judges 6. The “Angel -

of the Lord” appears to
Gideon.

H Judges 13. The
“Angel of the Lord”
appears to the wife of
Manoah and tells her she

will bear the child.

Samson.

‘M 2 Samuel 24. An
angel destroys
Jerusalem through a
plague.

M 2 Kings 19. The
“Angel of the Lord” kills
185,000 Assyrians.

M Zechariah 1, 2, 4, 5
& 6. An angel converses
with the prophet.

Ll

Protestants have heen wary of angel talk

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Angels appear throughout the Bi-
ble, but Christians in this century—
particularly Protestants—have been
hesitant to talk about them or study
them.

In 1975, Billy Graham was prepar-
ing a sermon on angels and discov-
ered scant resources in his library on
the topic. So he researched and wrote
his own book, called “Angels: God’s
Secret Agents.” It became a national
best-seller and now has returned to
prominence.

Graham’s book and interviews
with several theologians and students
of angelology provide a basic outline
of orthodox Christian beliefs about
angels. But the subject still has few
clearly defined parameters of what is
orthodox and what is not.

Baptist scholars generally agree on
at least three points, however:

I Angels are an obvious part of
Scripture, and their existence cannot
be denied.

I The role of angels is not clearly
described in the Bible.

I The Bible affirms the existence
of both good angels and fallen angels,
or demons.

“There’s a great deal of ambigu-
ity, and I think purposely so,” said
Gerald Keown, an Old Testament
professor at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville. “We
do not have a clear-cut biblical per-
spective that would define the role of
angels. I think this is a subject inten-

Angels flying

Continued from page 1

cording to a poll for Time magazine.
People promoting angels today

range all the way from the founder of

the Psychic Friends Network to an

ordinary-Baptist minister and his wife.
This wide range of influence caus-

es Maurice Smith, a Southern Baptist

expert on New Age movements, cults
and world religions, to issue a warning

to curious Christians: “All of us need

to be careful that we do not assume that
everybody who believes in angels has

- the same concept of angels we have.”

Since the subject of angels has not
been widely discussed, Baptists have
no common doctrine on the issue, he

said. “Therefore, people hold many of -

their beliefs in a kind of popular
mode. There are no guidelines. You
can’t go out and get the official Bap-
tist book on angels.”

This creates a strange mix where-
by people who hold highly orthodox
views in other areas blindly accept
unorthodox views about angéls, said
Smith, who retired this year from the
interfaith witness staff of the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission Board.

For example, “Baptists traditional-
ly have believed that angels are a cre-
ated order of beings and that they are
not people who have died,” Smith
said. “But in the popular vein, angels
often are people who have died.”

Another danger with the fascination
with. angels is the threat of universal-
ism, Smith said. Universalism is the
belief that all people will go to heaven,
or that all spiritual roads lead to God.
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tionally left shrouded in mystery.”

One of his colleagues, New Testa-
ment professor Cary Newman, be-
lieves the mystery of angels also may
have been left a mystery to avoid the
human temptation to worship angels
over Jesus Christ.

Even most Christian-oriented peo-
ple on the angel-promotion circuit
readily acknowledge this danger. The
Bible includes several instances, they
note, where people who attempt to
worship angels are rebuked.

The most notable example is re-
corded in Revelation 22, where the
Apostle John, upon being returned to
the island of Patmos after his revela-
tion of end times, falls down to wor-
ship the angel who has escorted him.
“Do not do it,” the angel says. “Wor—
ship God.”

Angels are essentially good beings
who may be used for evil purposes,
Newman said. “I wouldn’t pray to an
angel; I pray to Jesus. I don’t seek the
enablement of an angel; I seek the
enablement of the living Christ. ...
Anything you appeal to an angel to
do, Christ does better.”

Newman said as a pastor he would
not preach a sermon series on angels
or encourage his congregation to be-
come fascinated with angels because

_of the danger of angel worship. “I
want them to fall in love with the ris-
en Christ” rather than angels, he said.

Another New Testament scholar,
Clint Arnold of Biola University, be-
lieves angel worship was the sin of the
Colossian church that prompted the
Apostle Paul to write them with fur-

ther instruction.

In Colossians 2:18, Paul writes:
“Do not let anyone who delights in
false humility and the worship of an-
gels disqualify you for the prize. Such
a person goes into great detail about

what he has seen, and his unspiritual =

mind puffs him up with idle notions.
He has lost connection with the Head

Arnold has studied every available
fragment from Asia Minor with an
inscription related to angels that was
written during Paul’s time. His re-
search and view of the Colossian her-
esy will be published in a forthcom-
ing book . :

Both the Hebrew and Greek words
translated “angel” literally mean
“messenger.” The word is used 111
times in the Old Testament and at
least 165 times in the New Testament,
according to James Leo Garrett, the-
ology professor at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas.

“The history of Christianity really
has mixed reviews of angels,” said
Timothy Weber, church history pro-
fessor at Southern Seminary. “The
Catholic tradition made angels an im-
portant part of Christian piety and
talked a lot about guardian angels.

“Protestants tended to look at all
the angelic hosts ... as taking away
from the biblical revelation in many
ways. They said, ‘If you’ve got the
Holy Spirit and you’ve got the Bible,
why do you need angels?’

“They didn’t deny angels; they just
didn’t know what to do with them.”

high in American culture this Christmas

The “folk religion” fostered by the
modern discussion of angels “tends to
encourage Baptists and other Chris-
tians to become universalists,” Smith

said. “Wherever they see angels, they -

tend to give them credibility.”

“We see angels as a common de-
nominator of the religions of ‘the
world,” said Vephula, publisher of

.Angel Times. She considers herself a
Christian and a Baptist but remains
open to other religions.

* Likewise, Curry, founder of Twen-
ty-eight Angels Inc., identifies herself
as a Christian but believes angels car-
ry God’s message to people of all faith
groups. “All the religions should be
working together,” she said.

While Vephula and Curry have

gotten into the angel business with an -

inclusive view, others have entered
with a more narrow view.
Freeman, founder of Angel Watch

Foundation, strongly emphasizes her’

ties to Catholicism and Christianity.

“I'm trying to educate people
about who angels really are,” she said.
“There’s so much information out
there that is not biblically based.”

For example, Freeman cites. the
wildly popular book by Betty Eadie,
“Embraced by the Light,” in which
Eadie tells how her life was changed
by an angelic encounter.

“I’'m sure she had a genuine angel
experience, but it gets mixed up with
her Mormon background and strange
theology,” Freeman said.

Like Freeman, Marilynn and Wil-
liam Webber got into the angel busi-

ness with a desire to promote ortho-
dox Christian views.

They met at Wheaton University,
and he holds a doctorate from Mid-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, a Southern Baptist school in
Kansas City, Mo. He has been pastor
of several Baptist churches over the
last 40 years.

Together, they have written “A
Rustle of Angels,” which has sold
200,000 copies in hardback to date.

The book includes dozens of person- .

al stories of human encounters with
angels but also a strong evangelical
witness.

“There are so many myths out
there and New Age ideas,” Marilynn
Webber said. “We decided there
needed to be more of a foundational
idea presented.”

They decided to write the book in
a popular format rather than a Bible
study format so it would appeal to
non-Christians as well as Christians
and could be sold in.secular book
stores, her husband added.

The book has proven to be a good
bridge to Christian faith for people
interested in angels who are not
Christians, Mrs. Webber said. She
and her husband also host “angel

teas” in their home, to which they in-

vite people interested in angels for
discussion and ultimately present a
Christian witness.

“Because there’s such an interest
in angels outside the church, it gives
Christians a wonderful opportunity to
use this interest as a beginning to wit-

ness,” Mrs. Webber said.

How to explain the current surge
in interest with angels varies depend-
ing upon one’s view of angels.

Curry, founder .of Twenty-eight
Angels Inc., sees the phenomenal in-
terest as a sign of spiritual renewal
across America. “This is an opportu-
nity for us to realign our priorities and
choose the pathway of the divine rath-
er than the pathway of materialism,”
she said.

Freeman, founder of Angel Watch
Foundation, said the increasing inter-
est in angels is “part of a great revival
of spirituality in America.”

After several decades of seeking
material gain, people’s spirits have
become malnourished and people are
“coming up for air,” she said.

The Webbers also see signs of in-
creased spiritual interest but worry
that too many people may latch onto
angels and not see the God the angels
Serve. 3 _

“Times are tough, and in tough
times people are more open to the
spiritual,” William Webber said. “An-
gels are a way of finding hope and
being spiritual. But God’s angels al-
ways want to point to Jesus Christ.

For many people, unfortunately, an- - P

gels become an end in themselves.”
Smith, the interfaith witness ex-
pert, sees a different pattern.
“The interest in angels is a mixed
signal,” he asserted. “It’s not neces-

sarily a sign of spiritual awakening. .-

As much as anything, it’s a sign of
spiritual confusion in this country.”
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block up the road. He said, ‘OK,‘ :
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ind | A While this idea has been popularized :

al- | on television and in movies, it is reject-

ist. | . ed by most Christian scholars. “Many

an- r'pf*oplearecomfonedbymethoughtthat, o ] : L » a ur el of the Lord is the
” _their child who has died has become an ;', > word ,,' I . The work ‘of Holy Spirit is kind of  pre- nt Logos who woul r be- G s
ex- angel,” the Webbers note. “‘According lars b ike blank e wh y . 1 nate i ( .

to the Bible, angels are not humans who gels are God’s messengers to humans

xed | have died, whether babies or adults.” ~ In his “Systematic Theology,” ' _
es- | : ~ Southern Baptist theologian James Leo : Semmary, adrmts this question is one
ng. 0. How do angels dlffer fmm - Garrett outlines five primary functions reason he is cautious about emphasizing
| of ’ ]

~ humans? _ - - of angels mentioned in the Bible: wor- the
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Angels in

the Bihle

B Daniel 3. An angel
rescues Shadrach,
Meschach and
Abednego from the fiery
furnace.

M Daniel 6. An angel
saved Daniel from the
lion’s den.

I Daniel 8. The angel
Gabriel interprets a
dream for Daniel.

M Daniel 10. The angel
Michael appears to
Daniel.

M Ezekiel 10. The
cherubim are identified
as surrounding the
throne of God.

M Luke 1. The angel
Gabriel announces the
birth of John the Baptist
to Zechariah and the
birth of Jesus to Mary.
Il Matthew 1. An angel
announces to Joseph the
birth of virginal
conception of Mary's
child.

B Luke 2. The angels
praised God at the birth
of Jesus.

M Mark 1. Angels
ministered to Jesus after
his wilderness
temptations.

B Luke 16. Poor man
Lazarus is carried to
Abraham’s bosom by
angels.

B Luke 22. An angel
appears to strengthen
Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane.

B Matthew 28. An angel
rolls away the stone of
Jesus’ tomb.

B Acts 5. An angel
opens the prison doors
to free the apostles.

M Acts 8. An angel
directs Philip to the
Ethiopian eunuch.

B Revelation. An angel
transports John to
heaven to reveal a vision
of the end times, in
which angels appear in
numerous-forms.
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Fallen angels especially shrouded in mystery

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

If the subject weren’t so deadly
serious, it might be the caption to a
Far Side cartoon: “Angels gone bad.”

While the Bible affirms the exist-
ence of angels of light, it also ac-
knowledges angels of darkness.

And while the Bible paints an in-
complete picture of angels of light, it
provides even less information about
angels of darkness, or demons.

Those who promote the existence
of God’s angels at work in the world
today quickly acknowledge the exist-
ence of other spiritual forces as well,
often called “fallen angels.”

“There are fallen angels,” said
Kay Martin Curry, founder of Twen-
ty-eight Angels Inc., a national clear-
inghouse for angel information.
“They are the ones that do not carry
the light of God.”

“There are good angels, and there
are angels who have been turned to
the dark side,” affirmed Cary New-
man, New Testament professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. “This seems to me to be a New
Testament teaching.”

Although many different theories
are offered to explain the existence

of Satan, the Bible gives a few clues.
Ezekiel 28, for example, talks about
Lucifer falling from the position of
“guardian cherub” to a corrupt state.

Many Christian scholars believe
Lucifer fell from heaven because of
his pride and desire to be like God
himself. This view says God ex-
pelled Lucifer and thousands of his
angelic followers with him: Lucifer
became Satan.

Revelation 12 talks about a “war
in heaven” in which the archangel
Michael and his angels fought Satan.
“The great dragon was hurled
down—that ancient serpent called the
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray. He was hurled to the
earth, and his angels with him.”

The Bible strongly affirms the
teaching that Satan and his followers
are less powerful than God and ulti-
mately will be destroyed.

In their book “The Rustle of An-
gels,” William and Marilynn Webber
offer this reminder: “Take courage, for
although there is a spiritual struggle,
good and evil are not evenly matched.
God is the Creator; Satan is a created
being. God is all-powerful; the devil’s
power is limited. ... Satan will not be
able to thwart God’s plan. God will
triumph, and Satan will be defeated.”

Only $29°%

Just in time for Christmés!

AHE GOSPe LAC@RDIN’ P

A thirty-minute video tribute
to the wit and wisdom of the
“Prime Minister of Humor”

plus $3 postage & handling

Videotape sales fund the
Grady Nutt Emergency
Student Aid Scholarship
at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Color ¢ VHS ¢ Great for personal gifts
or additions to church libraries!
To order by credit card: phone 1-800-BAYLORU (ask for

Alumni Association) or FAX 1-817-755-1096. Give name,
delivery address, daytime phone, and VISA or Mastercard

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION for additional charge.

number and expiration date.
Allow 7 days for delivery after
order; 2-day shipping available

The Webbers offer their readers
six ways to discern between what is
of God and what is of Satan related
to angels:

I “God and the holy angels will
never tell you anything that is con-
trary to what is found in the Bible.”

I “A message from God’s angels
will always be in the spirit of Christ.”

I “A genuine encounter with an
angel will always glorify God, not
the angel.” :

I “Angels ordinarily leave a per-

son with an unexplainable sense of
peace and a greater love for God.”

I “God’s angels do not act to grant
one person’s selfish desires to the
detriment of others.”

I “Prayer should be used to con-
firm the genuineness of an encounter
with an angel.”

Also, whether angels strike fear or
peace in a person is not an indicator
of good or bad, the Webbers add.
They note good angels sometimes
carry messages of God’s judgment
and fallen angels sometimes falsely
portray themselves as good.

FOR SALE: Piano, $500; organ,
$250. Call New Heights BC (502)
422-3033.

REUNION: Planning a reunion
of BSU members of Western Ken-
tucky University 1980-present. If in-
terested in participating, please send
your name and address to: BSU
Alumni Association, P.O. Box 2,
Russellville, KY 42276, or call (502)
542-7716, (502) 339-8792 or (502)°
782-9054.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth/young adults. Send resumé to
Sand Spring Baptist Church, c/o Di-
ane Womack, 1616 Harrodsburg Rd.,
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342.

SEEKING: First Baptist Barbour-
ville seeks resumés for full-time min-
ister of music and senior adults. Mail
to FBC, 201 North Main, Barbour-
ville, KY 40906.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Available in 207, 22/, 24’ & 28’

Church Buses
New & Used

Metrotrans Corporation
Brentwood, Tenn.
Call Henry Headden
(800) 370-6180
12 to 41-Passenger Buses
We take trade-ins

You only have to pick up the
newspaper on any given day to
know that the numbers of hurting
children and families are increas-
ing.
Abuse, neglect and violence

against children are so prevalent in
our society today that this ministry
is daily bombarded with calls for
help.

This year Kentucky
Baptists have really
stretched to meet more
needs.

In Febroary, Ken- |
tucky Baptist Homes for
Children assumed the '
operation of a shelter in
Somerset that was about
to close. In just nine
months of operation
there, 147 children have
been served.

Cornerstone Coun-
seling has opened seven
new offices and provided profes-
sional Christian counseling to more
than 500 individuals, couples, and
families.

During 1994, more than 30 fam-

. ilies have been trained and licensed
to provide hurting children with
foster care. More than 60 children
have been served in KBHC foster
care homes this year. Foster care
workers were added in western
Kentucky, eastern Kentucky, and
in the Louisville area to support
these families and recruit new ones.

Christmas gifts of love

HOMES FOR |
CHILDREN |

Curtis C. ooey

Work also has been ongoing at
Spring Meadows Children’s Home
in Middletown, Glen Dale Chil:
dren’s Home in Glendale, the Bap-
tist Youth Ranch in Elizabethtown,
the Genesis Home in Mayfield, the
Dixon Shelter in Dixon, and the
Baptist Youth Shelter in Morehead
as well as through the First Step
Pregnancy Counseling and Adop-

tion Service and the
Center for Indepen-
dence. All total, the var-
ious ministries of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for
Children have been able
to help more than 1,200
children and families
during this calendar
year—a total that is 50
percent higher than the
743 served in 1993.
Many of you will be
praying in the next few
" weeks about your year-
end gifts. As you ask the Lord for
guidance, I ask you to consider this
ministry. Please be a part of help-
ing make life better for the children
of Kentucky. If you have a ques-
tion about our programs or specific
giving opportunities, please call us
at 1 (800) 456-1386. You will not
find a more fulfilling Christmas gift
of love!

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.




~ Rejecting a recommendation
by a federal advisory commit-
* tee, President Clinton ordered
Dec. 2 that no federal fundsbe
__spent on human embryo re-
search. = .
. While acknowledging that
research on human embryos
can benefit medical research—
- including advances in in-vitro
- fertilization—Clinton said the
- subject “raises profound ethical
- and moral questions as wellas
- issues concerning the appropri-
~ ate allocation of federal funds.”
. “Ido not believe that feder- .
~al funds should be used to
__ port the creation of h i
_ bryos for research purposes ar
- Ihave directed that the Nati
al Institutes of Health

Continued from page 1
United States. Now he is resource
production manager in the multicul-
tural leadership department of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board in Nashville.

The couple sees more to celebrate
this Christmas than their reunion, as
miraculous as that is. This will be the
first Christmas the Fernandezes have
celebrated Christmas together in
complete freedom since 1959—the
year Christmas was banned in Cuba.

. “On that year, Christmas stopped
being a holiday, and became a nor-
mal work day,” Fernandez said.
Christians would be reported to the
government if found celebrating
Christmas.

However, the Fernandezes con-
tinued to celebrate Christmas in se-
cret, he said.

“We would put up a small tree—

Couple will celebrate Christmas freedom

Land asked to help on school prayer measure

NASHVILLE (ABP)—Richard
Land, executive director of the South-
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion, met Dec. 7 with the Congress-
man responsible for drafting the Re-
publican proposal for a school-prayer
amendment.

Land told the Nashville Tennesse-
an he expects the CLC’s conservative
agenda to get a more sympathetic
hearing in the new Congress, and this
is evidence of that change.

Under Land’s leadership, the CLC
has become a vocal critic of President

less than 2 feet tall and any kind we
could find. We would decorate it
with silver balls rolled from choco-
late wrappings.” :

The Fernandezes would then
paint pine cones in different colors
for their tree.

On the night of Christmas, the
family would gather around the din-
ner table, sing Christmas carols and
pray together.

“We might not have had enough
food to put on the table, but celebrat-
ing Christmas was more important
than eating,” he said.

This Christmas the Fernandezes
also will remember other members of
their family who remain in Cuba:
their son, daughter, grandson, grand-
daughter, Fernandez’s mother and
Mrs. Fernandez’s sister and brother.

“We are praying for a miracle for
their freedom,” he said.

Bill Clinton. Several members of the
CLC’s staff have strong ties to the
Republican party. The CLC’s legisla-
tive affairs director based in Washing-
ton, James Smith, is a former aide to
Rep. Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.

Land met Dec. 7 with Rep. Ernest
Istook, R-Okla., who has been desig-

- nated by Republicans to draft a pro-

posal for a school-prayer amendment
to the Constitution. Incoming House
Speaker Gingrich, also a Southern
Baptist, wants Congress to vote on an
amendment next year.

FREE AT LAST Omar and Aurelia Fernan
dez, Baptists who came to the United States
from Cuba, will celebrate Christmas in free-
dom this year. (BP photo by Rex Perry)

Land told the Tennessean his con-
cern is that an amendment ensures
that prayers always are initiated by
students, not adults. As he envisions
it, students could vote on who should
give prayers, when and where.

Such an amendment, he said,
should also guarantee that students
can speak among themselves about
their beliefs without harassment.

“There’s no perfect solution, but if
an amendment is done right, it will
vastly increase public support for
public education,” Land predicted.
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Oregon
suicide law
stalled

SALEM, Ore. (ABP)—
Oregon’s new law
permitting doctor-
assisted suicide for the
terminally ill was put on
hold Dec. 7 when a
federal judge issued a
temporary restraining
order. ’

U.S. District Judge
Michael Hogan issued
the order the day before
the controversial law was
to take effect. Hogan
plans to hear arguments
Dec. 19 on whether the
law is constitutional.

Oregon voters
narrowly passed the
assisted-suicide measure
Nov. 8. It is the first law
of its kind. Right-to-life
groups and other
opponents immediately
attacked the law on legal
grounds.

In a news story just
after the Nov. 8 election,
the Southern Baptist
Convention’s consultant
on biomedical issues
decried the Oregon law
as “a rejection of over
2,500 years of Western
medical tradition.”

“Physicians have
been healers, not killers,”
Ben Mitchell of the SBC’s
Christian Life
Commission told Baptist
Press. “The very
profession of medicine is
at stake in this
legislation.”




KENTUCKY KERNELS

Among U.S. cities with
populations of 200,000
people or more,
Louisville has the third-
highest percentage of
residents age 65 or
older. Nearly 17 percent
of the 271,000 people
who live in the City of
Louisville are 65 or
older. Louisville is
surpassed in this
category only by St.
Petersburg, Fla., and
Pittsburgh.

Source: U.S. Census
Bureau

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Camp-
bellsville College has appointed the
following to the board of advisors:
Nancy Cox Padgett, Ed W. Mc-
Guire, Paul Lee, Walker Hatton and
Hillary Riggs. The board of advisors
assists and promotes the development
of the college, advises the college rel-
ative to new academic programming,
involves other people with the institu-
tion, creates goodwill and assists in
the recruiting of gifted students.

B CARROLLTON—First Church
held its annual Christmas cantata
Dec. 11.

Mountains to the ‘Mississipp

PEOPLE

i

A

B CENTERFIELD—Centerfield
Church called David Heller as part-
time youth minister. He is a student at
Southern Seminary.

" B CRESCENT SPRINGS—The

children and youth of Crescent.
Springs Church performed excerpts
from the musical “Gettin’ Ready for
the Miracle” Dec. 11.

B LAGRANGE—Buckner Church
called Ken Shearer of Pennsylvania
as part-time youth minister. He is a
student at Southern Seminary.

B MURRAY—Westside Church
held a note-burning ceremony

Jesse Hatfield dies in Leitchfield

LEITCHFIELD—Jesse Hatfield,
a pastor and counselor and former di-
rector of Spring Meadows Baptist
Children’s Home, died Nov. 4 at his
home in Leitchfield. He was 71.

Hatfield retired last year from New
Life Counseling Center in Louisville,
where he was a counselor. In addition
to his earlier work at Spring Mead-
ows, Hatfield served as pastor of sev-
eral Kentucky Baptist churches: First
Baptist of Big Clifty, First Twelve
Mile Baptist in California, Mount
Zion Baptist, Stanford Baptist in Stan-
ford, First Baptist in Barbourville,
Beechland Baptist in Louisville and
First Baptist of Princeton. He also
served First Baptist Church of Auro-
ra, Ind.

He was a graduate of Georgetown
College, Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and Louisville Presby-
terian Seminary.

He is survived by his wife, Nan-
cye Hatfield of Leitchfield; two sons,

. David Browning Hatfield of King-

wood, Texas, and Jesse Mark Hatfield

-of Indianapolis; three daughters, Nan-

cye Anne Whitehead of Louisville,
Janice Lee Netherland of Campbells-
ville and Sharon Lynn Davis of Vero-
na; his mother and stepfather, Ona
and William Denton of Leitchfield;
two brothers, Lionel Hatfield Sr. of
Leitchfield and Edgar Hatfield of
Louisville.

Funeral services were held Nov. 7
in Leitchfield.

it

Nov. 27, marking the retirement of
debt for the worship and education fa-
cilities, first occupied in March 1991.
B OWENSBORO—Bellevue
Church called Phil Bradley as minis-
ter of education and discipleship. He
will begin his new ministry Jan. 1.

B SOMERSET—Eddie Mosley re-
signed as education and youth direc-
tor at Beacon Hill Church.

B WINCHESTER—Northside
Church ordained Jesse Kline to the
ministry Oct. 13.

B WHITLEY CITY—First Church
dedicated its new worship center, of-
fice complex and Goodan Ministry
Center Nov. 13. Bob Browning
brought the dedication sermon.

CORRECTION

B PAINTSVILLE—First Church
called Gary Ralls as minister of mis-
sions, outreach, children and youth.
He began his new ministry Aug. 15.
He was incorrectly listed as Gary
Rales from Pineville.

key persons:

history to:

Baptist Sunday School Board

One of the world’s largest Christian publishers is seeking two

Vice President, Finance and Business Group
Directs the corporate accounting/budgeting, investment, legal, audit, purchas-
ing, human resources, information systeins, distribution, and related services fora
$230 million corporation. 4-year degree required. Advanced degree a plus.
10-15 years executive-level experience in financial and otherbusiness operationsis
required. Must be an active member of a Southern Baptist Church.

g Vice President, Retail Group
Directs the nationwide chain of 65 Baptist Book Stores and retail direct sales
activities. Must have demonstrated skills and results to direct strategies to serve
customer churches and members. 4-year degree and 10-15 years executive-level
experience in a multi-location retail chain or related experience required. Must be
an active member of a Southern Baptist Church.

Ifyou seek achallenge and are qualified, please submit your resumé with salary

VP Search Committee
Human Resources Department
127 Ninth Avenue, North
Nashville, TN 37234

Oneida Baptist Institute: From the pastor’s perspective

Oneida Baptist Institute and Oneida Baptist
Church are inseparable as each carries out its
unique role, serving the almost 600 students
here in the little community of Oneida.

For almost 100 years our church has served

day services and each weekday evening, the
chapel services are given over to the revival as
well. It is a time of great harvesting, and many
young people are won to the saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ.

the students, faculty and residents with a minis-
try that has been unparalleled in any communi-
ty I have served or know anything about. Each
day we are presented with a new adventure,
never knowing what to expect, ever thankful for
the opportunity of touching lives of hundreds of
young people.

On any given Sunday, scores of
teachers begin their day by teaching
Sunday school classes for grades six
through 12. The first Sunday school

August have never been in church and have no
religious training. Children come to us from all
over the world. There is probably no other place
where so much can be done to reach the world
with the gospel and not have to leave the imme-

THIS IS
ONEIDA |

Many of the young people who arrive in late

diate locality. We literally have a
world-wide ministry. Young people
come to know Jesus here and then go
back to their own countries where .

begins at 9 a.m. and takes place in the
classrooms at OBI. A second Sunday
school program begins at 10 a.m. in
our church. In that program we
present the gospel to seniors, class of
all ages for the community and staff
children, as well as for the adults.
At 10 a.m., after the first Sunday
school is over, I preach to students in

W.F. Udeood

they live out the teachings of Jesus
they have learned at Oneida.

It takes many dedicated people to
staff our Sunday school and provide
opportunities for so many students.
God heas richly blessed us.

In addition to those young people
who do not have church back-
grounds, we also have some of the
finest young Christian people to be

grades six through 11. That service is

held in the school chapel. At 11 a.m. I rush over
to the church where I preach again, this time to
the seniors, staff and town folks.

In the evening worship weé all go to the
school chapel for services where everyone wor-
ships. It’s the only way we can have a service
where everyone can attend in a single room. We
are blessed in having a large number of musi-
cians who contribute their talents to the servic-
es. :

Each year we have two revivals; one in the
spring and one in the fall. During these revivals
our evangelists’ assignments are quite rigorous.
In addition to preaching three times in the Sun-

purpose of our church to provide a place for
them to worship and grow in the gifts that God
has given each one of them. For them, our
church is their home-away-from-home while
they are here with us. They are a great asset to
our worship and a credit to their home church-
es. May our work continue to bring glory to the
name of our Lord.

Baptist Church

Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

found anywhere in the world. It is the

Written by Albert E. Griffin, pastor of Oneida

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida

It is worth the risk!

“Is it worth the risk?” retired
Nigerian missionary Geneva Faw
asked in chapel. “Ask those who
live in northern Nigeria who had
nine churches and pastors’ homes
burned last September. Ask the
pastor who had all his Christian
books burned. On the following
Sunday, all the churches gathered
to praise God.”

During the Nigerian civil war,
Wiley and Geneva Faw
kept a bag packed in
case they had to leave
the country. The pastor
of their church was
killed by militant Mus-
lims. “I could never say
it’s safe. I do say the saf-
est place to be is in the
center of God’s will.”

The Faws’ 32-year
ministry demonstrates
that missions is worth
the risk. When they ar-

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

tist deacon and wanted a Baptist
chaplain to work at the center
which trains riot police. The Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering provid-
ed $30,000 to erect a chapel and
employ a chaplain. The military-
evangelism department of the Ko-
rea Convention now has 30 chap-
lains. Over 8,000 professions of
faith in Christ have been made by
military personnel.

Maxine Bumgarner,
West Virginia WMU di- -
rector, shared in a prayer
pilgrimage which took
her to Moscow, Uzbeki-
ston and Mongolia.

Eight years ago West
Virginia Baptists en-
tered a prayer partner-
ship for Mongolia. This
unreached people-group
seemed closed to the
gospel. Today, there are
at least 2,000 Christians

rived, the area of their
assignment (the size of Kentucky)
had one association and a handful
of churches. It now consists of two
state conventions and 400 worship-
ing congregations. :

_For decades South Korea has
lived under military threat from the
‘communist North. Military readi-
ness has resulted in mission oppor-
tunities for Korean Baptists. Aca-
demic Dean Malcolm Hester, a vet-
eran of 10 years in Korea, recount-
ed a request from the commander
of the police academy. He is a Bap-

and 24 churches in the
country. First Baptist Church of
Ulan-Bator is the only church offi-
cially recognized by the govern-
ment. One of the missionary cou- |
ples is the son of Clear Creek alum-
nus Vestal Meece.

Clear Creek responded to these
missionary challenges by reaching
our $1,200 foreign missions goal.
At Clear Creek we believe missions
is worth the risk.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Church dramatists urged to point people to Jesus

By Charles Willis
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Bringing
people to Jesus—and not calling at-
tention to self—should be the focus
of Christian drama, more than 2,000
people attending a recent National
Drama Festival were told.

The festival, which offered a wide
range of hands-on classes, as well as
sessions dealing with the theological
and philosophical aspects of drama in
the church, was sponsored by the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board.

Calvin Miller, professor at South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Worth, Texas, and a key-
note speaker, sounded a caution to
participants, echoed by leaders of in-
dividual conference sessions.

Visuals aid
worship along
with words

NASHVILLE (BP)—A multi-
sensory approach to worship makes
the experience more meaningful and
memorable, according to conference
leaders at a National Drama Festival.

“We experience life through the
five senses,” said Harold Bryson,

preaching consultant for the Southern-

Baptist Sunday School Board. “We
cannot just massage the ear or appeal
to the eye.”

The Lord’s Supper and baptism
are examples Bryson cited for tying
words and visuals together to make
worship meaningful and memorable.

Cyndi Grace, drama coordinator
for First Baptist Church of Clewiston,
Fla., concurred.

“We are a visual society, so drama
ministry puts a visual light on what
the word says. The message in the
Bible has been done through drama
from its beginning. The Bible is full
of drama, and Jesus was the best sto-
ryteller in the world,” she said.

Bryson said he believes trends in
worship indicate drama is assuming a
significant role as drama replaces the
Sermon on some occasions in worship
services and as pastors are increasing-
ly using dramatic monologue to por-
tray biblical figures.

Bryson said sermons need more
pictures, and the use of drama to pre-
pare the congregation for worship
means drama can raise a question that
is answered in the pastor’s sermon.

Just as some churches use media,
such as slides, pictures and other vi-
sual aids to augment sermons, drama-
augmented sermons can add visual
impact to the spoken word, he said.

Grace said she believes Jesus used
stories to make his point with “a soci-
ety that didn’t understand.”

Later in history, she said, theater
began in the church to teach people
who didn’t have personal copies of
Scripture.

Today, she maintained, drama
serves as a non-threatening way to
involve the whole person—intellectu-
ally, spiritually, physically and emo-
tionally.

“Call attention to Christ,” Miller
urged the congregation of Southern
Baptist artists, including actors, direc-
tors, producers, clowns, puppeteers,
jugglers and mimes. “Don’t absorb it
(attention) all for yourself. Sometimes
God redeems by art. He is always
honored by artists who bring the con-
gregation to salute Jesus Christ.”

Ragan Courtney, freelance writer
from San Antonio, Texas, agreed.

In a session on poetry and wor-
ship, Courtney said: “When poetry
points to God, it becomes a different
vehicle. We’re not about doing little
ditties for the Deity, but we write
about the cost of being a disciple-of
Christ.” 3

In a session on pageants, Wayne
Johnson, minister of media at First
Baptist Church of Orlando, Fla.,
urged conferees not to let the specta-

Dramatists urged to use their ta

NASHVILLE (BP)—Church dra-
ma directors have no reason to be
apologetic, according to Wayne
Johnson, director of media ministries
at First Baptist Church of Orlando,
Fla.

Christians with dramatic gifts
sometimes face a not-so-subtle disap-
proving attitude from other church

members who see their work as too

worldly, Johnson said. But he urged a
large group of church drama directors
meeting in Nashville recently to take
pride in their work.

“We are those unusual ‘Christian
theater artists.” Some people see that
as an oxymoron,” Johnson said with
a laugh. “But the Christian business-
man is no more influential than the
(Christian) performing artist. There
are just fewer of us.

cle of a production overshadow the
message. :
“Don’t ever sacrifice the story,” he
admonished. “When you lose the sto-
ry, it is wrong. You design the story,
and out of that all the other elements
grow. Cute isn’t what we are about.”
Producers of religious pageants
can create the illusion of spectacular

biblical events, he observed, but .

“there are some things you can’t do.
Only God can do those.”
Barbara Hall, drama director at

‘First Baptist Church of Atlanta, said

drama directors should view them-
selves as “believer-artists” who “must
first focus.on God, not themselves.”

“As directors, we need to impart
that to our actors. The most important
thing about them isn’t their talent, it’s
their relationship to the Lord,” she
said. :

Just like painters, composers and
sculptors, directors are -artists who
must think “in terms of this business
of pictures,” said Darrell Baergen, di-
rector of the Center for Christian
Communication Studies at South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas.

They must take responsibility for
controlling “the big picture” of a play
or pageant by arranging resources
such as costumes, sets, make-up,
lighting and sound, as well as the ac-
tors themselves, he said. ‘

Barbara Hall, director of dramatic

arts at First Baptist Church of Atlan- -

ta, said church drama directors should
view themselves as “believer-artists”
who “must first focus on God, not
themselves.”

“As directors, we need to impart

‘Cyndi Grace, a drama coordinator
for First Baptist Church of Clewiston,
Fla., said she believes “if God tells
you to do it, it is going to be a suc-
cessful thing.”

“Keep your focus on the word of
God and keep your ego in check,” she
warned. “Ego stands for ‘Edging God
Out.””

Drama is not something done in
church just for fun, said Claudia Hat-
field, drama director from Emmanuel
Baptist Church in Alexandria, Va.

“Drama is an offering,” she main-
tained. “It is to make people think, to
make the message come alive.

And in the smallest congregation
attempting to use drama on a limited
budget, she said having the right mo-
tive means “you have the greatest re-
source there is: the power of the Holy
Spirit.”
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that to our actors. The most important
thing about them isn’t their talent, it’s
their relationship to the Lord,” she
said.

“It’s amazing what God can do
when we get out of doing things in
our own strength. ... The best thing to
have is an actor who knows he cannot
do it in his own strength.”

Church drama directors will strug-
gle at times with a lack of commit-
ment from actors, Hall said.

“In professional theater, you get
paid for.it. In community theater,
that’s probably (the actors’) social
life,” she said, adding actors in
church-related performances are al-
most always volunteers.

The key to motivation, Hall said,
is to help the actors understand what
they are involved in is ministry.

UP IN THE AIR Sean Hari-
zog (right) of New Heights
Baptist Church in Louisville
Jjuggles pins with Larry
Hammond of Cookeville,
Tenn., during the recent
National Drama Festival in
Nashville. The conference
offered sessions ranging
from drama to juggling to
mime. (BP photo by Jim
Veneman)
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