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Probation likely
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary is
~awaiting news of its
accreditation status with
the Association of
Theological Schools in
the United States and
Canada. Those familiar
with the process expect
the school to be placed
on probation.

See page 2.

Motorcycle minister

An unorthodox church in
Owensboro is reaching
bikers for Christ and
drawing criticism from

some Baptists.:

See page 3.

Editorial

The debate over
government’s role must
balance responsibility
and compassion.

See page 5.

Opposing views
Religious groups are
weighing in on-opposing
sides as Congress gears
up to reconsider the
nation’s response to
major social issues.

See page 7.

Abstract debate

‘Frank Stagg, a longtime
professor at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary, says
President Al Mohler
currently interprets the
founders views but that
both the founders and
Mohler espouse
dangerous views.

See page 10.

How accessible?

If you had an accident
tomorrow and had to
use a wheelchair, would
you be able to get into
your church next
Sunday? See page 13.
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Baptists blanket state with media message of hope

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Accompanied by gentle back-
ground music, the camera zooms in
on a boy and his first birthday cake,
with a numeral 1 candle still burning
and the icing already splattered across
the boy’s face.

“Here’s one big reason you should
be in church next week,” a narrator
says. “Your children. Whatever their
ages, there’s so much they can learn
in church—about positive life values,
about faith and love that only God can
give.

“So brmg your children to
church,” the narrator continues as the
camera draws back from the boy and
his cake. “You might learn something

Churchgoers
giving less,
buying more

By Mark Wingfield
News Directar_

CHAMPAIGN, Ill.—Church
members are giving a decreasing per-
centage of their income to churches
while going into debt to purchase
more personal luxury items, accord-
ing to an annual report on church con-
tributions.

This trend may be caused in part
by the failure of churches to commu-
nicate with members the needs of the
churches and their mission agencies,
according to researchers John and
Sylvia Ronsvalle.

With assistance from the Lilly En-
dowment, the Ronsvalles are studying
church member giving patterns in 29
U.S. denominations from 1968 to the
present. They recently released their
annual report on “The State of Church
Giving” with new data through 1992.

With analysis of the 1992 data, to-
tal member contributions to church
causes lost ground to inflation for the
second year in a row—a first-time
occurrence in the 25-year study.

In addition, member giving as a
percentage of income continued to
decline, following a long-term pat-
tern, the Ronsvalles said.

From 1968 to 1992, church mem-
ber giving as a percentage of income
decreased from 3.14 percent to 2.52
percent.

Hardest hit by the declining giving
pattern are benevolent causes outside
the local church, such as support for
missionaries. When viewed in con-
stant 1987 dollars, total support for
causes outside the local church has
decreased 1.8 percent in the past 25
years, compared to a 24 percent in-
crease in support for local church
needs.

Congregational funding for 600
Protestant missionary-sending agen-
cies in the U.S. has remained flat, at
about $2 billion, since 1987, the
Ronsvalles said. The $2 billion spent
on world missions compares to $4 bil-
Q See Church members ..., page 6

t00.”

It’s not another ad from the Mor-
mon church. This time, it’s a message
from Kentucky Baptists that will be
seen across the state beginning Jan.
231

The television commercials—
along with simi-
lar ads in news-
papers, -maga-
zines and on ra-
dio—are part of
the “Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now”
campaign sponsored by the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board.

But because the ads are part of the
outward focus of this evangelistic
campaign, they will carry the theme
of “Here’s Hope. Jesus Cares for
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You.” This will convey a message of
loving concern from Baptists toward
people across Kentucky who need to
hear the gospel, said Bill Jaggers,

KBC evangelism director.
The ads will appear during the
same time Kentucky Baptists are in-
tensifying their

Here’S Hope efforts to tell ev-
Share Jesus Now.

eryone around
them about the
love of Jesus
Christ. :

Through the “Here’s Hope” cam-
paign, thousands of Kentucky Bap-
tists have committed to share their
Christian faith with at least one per-
son every day for 60 days. This 60-
day period of intensified witness will
be followed by simultaneous revivals

in the churches.

The ads, which also were used
during the 1990 “Here’s Hope” cam-
paign, focus on real-life problems
such as the pain of divorce, the strug-
gle to find someone who cares, the
sorrow of loneliness, the search for
personal peace, spiritual fitness and
help in time of crisis.

The HMB has invested in national
ads in magazines and on radio. The
KBC has bolstered that outreach by
securing additional exposure on Ken-
tucky television and cable channels,
magazines with statewide circulation,
major daily newspapers and two
statewide radio networks.

National magazine ads already
have appeared in Southern Living and
0 See Baptists blanketing ..., page 14

By Mike Creswell
SBC Foreign Mission Board

JERUSALEM (BP)—So many
Israeli Jews are becoming Christians
that Southern Baptist workers in Is-
rael say the growth could be the top
story not only of this decade, but of
the age as well.

Estimates on the number of Mes-

call themselves—in Israel now
range from 3,000 to 6,000. They
belong to more than three dozen
congregations scattered across Isra-
el. One new congregation is started
each year, on average.

While the numbers remain rela-
tively small for a country of about
5.5 million people, this trend is com-
pounded in significance because of
the historical reluctance of Jewish
people to profess faith in Jesus
Christ as the Messiah.

Messianic Jews say they num-
bered perhaps 200 in Israel 25 years
ago—and they kept a low profile.
Now they routinely hold evangelis-
tic crusades in which they distribute

sianic Jews—as Jewish believers-

JOYFUL NOISE Under the watchful eyes of Israeli police snipers on rooftops, Messianic Jews dance and sing their way along in the
Jerusalem March, an annual parade through West Jerusalem. More than 200 Jewish believers marched in the parade late last
year, held in conjuction with the Feast of Tabernacles. Messianic Jews in Israel are growing in number—estimated between 3,000
and 6,000. (BP photo by Don Rutledge)

In Israel, more Jews believing in Jesus

tracts and share their faith with pass-
ers-by.

One Southern Baptist worker
compared Messianic Jewish growth
to lighting a skyrocket in the rain:
the fuse has taken decades to ignite,
but now things are beginning to hap-
pen.

The phenomenon is not just a
Baptist one. Other Christian groups
in Israel report
slow but steady
growth.

Most Messian-
ic Jewish congre-
gations avoid de-
nominational la-
bels to make the
gospel message more appealing to
other Jews. Also, many of the con-
gregations are charismatic, although
there are signs some may be mov-
ing away from that.

One phenomenon considered a
factor in the growth of Jewish be-
lievers is a new custom of Jewish
citizens traveling overseas when
they complete their terms of military
service. As they travel in Christian

_relaxed atmosphere than possible in

‘erusaieim

lands, many hear the Christian gos-
pel for the first time, and in a more

Israel.

Some of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Russian Jews who have ar-
rived in Israel in recent years also
believe in Jesus as Messiah. They
can be found in congregations
throughout Israel. Increasing num-
bers of them have
sought baptism.

The same has
been true of Ethi=
opian Jewish im-
migrants. Several
hundred Ethiopi-
ans, officially
identified as Jewish, took part in a
Christian retreat last year. Some
found Christ before leaving Ethio-
pia; others made Christian commit-
ments after arriving.

During the Jerusalem March, a
major parade held in the heavily
Jewish western part of the city last
September, 200 Messianic Jews
marched amidst 20,000 Jews from
0 See More Israeli Jews ..., page 12




BAPTISTS

Most faculty
members blame

- trustees for the
instability at the
seminary. In a
recent survey, 88.1
percent said
trustees are not
acting responsibly
in guiding the
seminary.

Three prominent
conservative Texas
pastors said their
churches are
considering either
reducing amounts
sent to the state
convention or
hypassing it
altogether and
sending money
directly to the SBC.

Southwestern awaiting news on possible probation

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
It won’t be official until the end of the
January, but faculty and administra-
tors at Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary expect the seminary to
be placed on probation by at least one
of its two accrediting agencies.

Officials of the Association of
Theological Schools in the United
States and Canada, who visited the
Fort Worth campus late last year, rec-
ommended the seminary receive pro-
bation for violations stemming from
the 1994 firing of President Russell
Dilday, seminary sources say.

The accrediting commission of
ATS received the recommendation of
their visiting committee in a hearing
Jan. 6. They also heard from South-
western representatives, who tried to
convince the agency the 3,200-stu-
dent school is on the mend.

Southwestern will learn the com-
mission’s decision in a letter due by
the end of January. Ken Hemphill, the
seminary’s new president, who led
the delegation that argued the semi-
nary’s case before ATS, said Jan. 9
he did not know the agency’s deci-
sion.

But longtime observers of the ac-

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
A leader of a group of “‘conservative”
Baptists organized recently in Texas
offered no definite answer about
whether the group intends to form a
new state convention but hinted he
has discussed the possibility with
Scuthern Baptist Convention leaders.

At a Jan. 10 rally in Fort Worth,
Miles Seaborn told about 300 people
he had spoken to a “national leader”
who urged them “to make sure your
heart is for missions and evangelism”
and told him the “Southern Baptist
organization is open to you.”

Seaborn encouraged churches to
reconsider their missions giving in
light of action in November by the
moderate-controlled Baptist General
Convention of Texas. In annual ses-
sion in Amarillo, the Texas conven-
tion broadened its definition of de-
nominational support to. allow

crediting process already are con-
vinced the verdict will be probation.

“It is my opinion that the serious-
ness of the charges would justify pro-
bation,” said one administrator famil-
iar with ATS proceedings who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

Most faculty members and admin-
istrators contacted by Associated
Baptist Press said they expect proba-
tion. ATS officials, meanwhile, de-
clined to comment until after the
school has been notified and has a
chance to appeal.

Probation, while not as serious as

withdrawal of accreditation, can

hinder a school’s ability to attract stu-
dents and financial support.
Among concerns of ATS is the al-

leged abuse of power and proper pro-

cedures by trustees, who fired Dilday
despite giving him glowing job eval-
uations right up to the end. Conserva-
tive trustees said Dilday was sympa-
thetic to moderate Baptist causes and
blocked conservative reforms at the
school.

In a rare letter of censure immedi-
ately after the firing, ATS Executive
Director James Waits called the ac-
tion “a clear violation of accepted
governance practices (which) places
in jeopardy the vitality and basic in-
tegrity of the institution.”

|Texas conservatives moving

churches to channel money to a vari-
ety of causes under the banner of Co-
operative Program giving.

Seaborn, pastor of Birchman Bap-
tist Church in Fort Worth, announced
that his group now wants to be called
“Southern Baptists of Texas” rather
than “Conservative Baptist Fellow-
ship of Texas.”

Four to six regional meetings will
be held this year, a newsletter will be
distributed and “we are talking to peo-
ple about being candidates” for office
at the state convention in San Anto-
nio next fall, Seaborn said.

A brochure distributed at the meet-
ing described the organization as “a
network of biblical conservatives who
believe the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has a bright future.”

The brochure outlined the group’s
purposes as including:

| Support for Southern Baptlst

SBL‘ presrdent calls yaung pastars to partlclpate
WAKE FOREST‘ 'Cb _(BP '

lenry said.

~ conservative churches.”

~"Ifthese guys don't understand therr v
relationship denominationally and fail to support
the convention, it won’t make any difference who
- isin Ieadershlp, Henry said. “It will be justa
- matter of a generation and then everythingwe
e have gained will be gone.

| do not want them to be denommauonany
lost. For the health and welfare of the convention,
~ Southern Baptists in their 40s and younger need
- ffto consider their denommatlonal responsrblhty

. “If we can get pastors to really see what God .
i 'domg with Southern Baptists—the unigue
position that we occupy and the opportunmes o
nat are before us—with prayer and support,
: re is not a denomination in the world that tan
- a ~ompllsh as much forthe cause of Chnst '
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That criterion—the vitality and
basic integrity of the institution—is
one of the overarching factors which
accreditors consider crucial in evalu-
ating schools. It is one of six problems
cited by ATS last May as jeopardiz-
ing Southwestern’s accredited status.

The other concerns are threats to
academic freedom, the financial in-
tegrity of the school, violations of the
school’s governance policies and the
evaluation procedures for the presi-
dent and faculty.

Southwestern’s faculty is deeply
troubled over perceived threats to ac-
ademic freedom, according to a sur-
vey conducted for ATS. Three-
fourths said they fear the academic
freedom of faculty members will be
violated in the near future, and that the
seminary won’t defend them.

While most faculty members said
their own academic freedom is un-
scathed so far (73.1 percent), two-
thirds said the freedom of some facul-
ty members already has been violated
(67.2 percent).

Seminary leaders say Hemphill’s
election last July signals the school is
on the road to recovery. And most
faculty members (64.2 percent) ap-
prove of Hemphill’s election, even
though he lacks the ties to Southwest-
ern they said were important.

But that has not alleviated faculty
concerns about the future of the
school. In fact, their confidence in ac-
ademic freedom has weakened be-
tween May, when the ATS survey
was initially taken, and November,
when it was taken a second time.

While most said in May they felt
free to teach and investigate truth
(58.5 percent), in November a slight
majority said that freedom no longer
existed (50.7 percent). While 72 per-
cent said in May they felt free to ex-
press their conscientious convictions,
only 47.7 percent felt that confidence
in November.

Most faculty members blame
trustees for the instability at the semi-
nary. In the most recent survey, 88.1
percent said trustees are not acting re-
sponsibly in guiding the seminary,
and 89.6 percent said trustees are not
accurately representing the semi-
nary’s situation.

Although Southwestern will find
out soon how ATS has ruled, the
school is under no obligation to dis-
close the decision. Administrators
have one month to file an appeal if
they wish. Once all appeals are han-
dled, ATS publishes its findings for
all schools—usually in late March,
said Nancy Merrill, ATS public rela-
tions director.

ahead with organization

work in Texas and around the world

-with strengthened Cooperative Pro-

gram funding.

I Encouraging churches and indi-
viduals with “positive responsible”
distribution of information.

0 Giving churches options on how
to financially respond to the Texas
convention until the “Amarillo Act”
is rescinded.

B Networking with pastorless
Southern Baptist churches “to help
them find godly, biblically sound pas-
toral leadership.”

At the Jan. 10 rally, three promi-
nent pastors said their churches are
considering restructuring their mis-
sions giving by either reducing
amounts sent to the state convention
or bypassing it altogether and send-
ing money directly to the SBC.

O.S. Hawkins said First Baptist
Church of Dallas has been escrowing

its Cooperative Program gifts since
October. Hawkins said he is sure there
will be a change in the percentage of
the church’s gifts going to the state
convention but suggested the state

- will not be cut out of the church bud-

get entirely.

George Harris said his congrega-
tion, First Baptist Church of Castle
Hills in San Antonio, is selecting a
committee to decide how to designate
the church’s missions gifts.

Claude Thomas, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Euless, also urged
pastors to be careful how they ap-
proach their churches about altering
denominational support. “The last
thing we need is a local church in tur-
moil with its pastor,” he said.

Seaborn said at least 750 churches
and individuals have asked the orga-
nization for advice about how to re-
spond to the vote in Amarillo.

Teenagers at the feeding of the 5,000

: :
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KENTUGKY

Owensboro motorcycle church draws bikers & critics |

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

OWENSBORO—AnR unorthodox
church known as SOS Christian Fel-
lowship may serve as a harbor of sal-
vation for hundreds of new Chris-
tians, but it’s sending a distress signal
to some mainstream Kentucky Bap-
tists.

In October 1992, Kentucky Bap-
tist pastor and evangelist Jim Powell
founded Sharing Our Savior Christian
Fellowship, a non-affiliated congre-
gation geared especially toward
reaching motorcyclists.

“Our church is not what you’d call
a traditional church,” Powell ac-
knowledged. “I started it for the spe-
cific purpose of reaching bikers and
giving them a place where they can
come and worship the Lord.”

However, some Kentucky Baptists
critical of Powell’s ministry accuse
him of denouncing«Southern Baptists
in the process. Although Powell, 40,
is a former pastor of three Kentucky
Baptist congregations and was li-
censed and ordained to the ministry
by a Kentucky Baptist church, SOS
Christian Fellowship remains un-
aligned.

“He just decided to start his own
church and not be a Southern Bap-
tist,” said Lester Nash, pastor emeri-
tus of Airline Baptist Church in Hend-

erson, Powell’shome church: “Broth- -

er Jim just doesn’t have anything to
do with Southern Baptists.”

On the contrary, Powell said, he
feels Southern Baptists have aban-
doned him. “I did not leave the Bap-
tist denomination. I did not cut them
off,” he said. “They have cut me off.”

SOS Christian Fellowship meets

on Sundays at 10 a.m. for worship in
a former bar.

Services, which Powell described
as “charismatic Baptist,” last about an
hour and a half. A praise and worship
band and a contemporary Christian
band provide music, which emphasiz-
es choruses and gospel songs.

“My preaching has not changed,”
Powell explained, from the “dynam-
ic, evangelistic” and “very conserva-
tive” style he has used as a preacher
and full-time evangelist since 1985.

Because the church has no baptist-
ry, Powell has borrowed unusual
places, like the Holiday Inn swim-
ming pool, for baptizing nearly 100
new Christians during the last two
years, he said.

A sign on the church marquee
reads: “All long-haired, bearded, san-
dal-wearing people are welcome at
S0OS.”

And they come.

The pastor estimated 35 percent of
the congregation is made up of mo-
torcyclists, who drive to church on
their Harley-Davidsons. “They wear
leather and Harley clothes, long hair
and earrings to church,” Powell ex-
plained.

Powell dresscs similarly, usually
in jeans, a T-shirt with a Christian
message and boots, and with his long
hair tied back in a ponytail. “I de-
scribe myself as a sheep 1n wolf s
' clothing,” he:said. -

experienced significant growth: After
starting with Powell’s family and sev-
eral others, “we’ve probably seen
1,500 people come through our
doors,” Powell said. “We average 150
in worship services. We had been up
to 200, until it got too crowded.”

SOS Christian Fellowship reaches
out to the community through three
innovative projects: a prison ministry,
street ministry and motorcycle minis-
try. These have helped lead about 300
people to make professions of faith in
Jesus Christ, Powell said.

Powell and others lead worship
once a month at Branchville correc-

fiss . tional facility, north of Tell City; Ind. -~
The fledgling congregatlon has

“About 60 people were saved there
last year,” Powell said.

The street ministry involves teams
of church members who wear special-
ly printed T-shirts and go to local fes-
tivals, malls and hangouts, looking for
opportunities to witness.

About 36 men and women are in-

volved in the motorcycle ministry,
“Soldiers for Christ.” These people—
including both church members and
others—have formed a Christian mo-
torcycle club, with distinctive colors
and patches on their jackets. Some
had never ridden motorcycles before
and bought bikes specifically to par-
ticipate in the ministry.

~ “Soldiers for Christ” members at-
tend regional and national biker ral-
lies in order to witness to “outlaw”
bikers.

Through the church and motorcy-
cle ministry, Powell leads several
events in Owensboro each year.

For example, all area bikers are
0 See Owensboro motorcycle ..., page 13

Compton names 13 to Cedarmore transition committee

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

A 13-member committee has been
named to determine what the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention should do
with Cedarmore Baptist Assembly.

This “transition committee” was
created when the KBC Executive
Board voted Dec. 13 to terminate
KBC ownership of the 1,300-acre
campground near Shelbyville.

As requested by the board, KBC
President Billy Compton has named
the committee, which will begin
meeting as soon as possible, he said.

Chairing the committee will be

Bob Browning, the KBC’s immedi-
ate past president and pastor of First
Baptist Church in Somerset.

Other committee members repre-
sent a diversity of backgrounds and
geographic locations. They are:

0 Benny Bivens, businessman and
bivocational minister of music at Ma-
son Baptist Church in Williamstown.

§ Michael Diggs, minister of edu-
cation at Shively Baptist Church in
Louisville.

§ Jimmy Gentry, pastor of Lewis
Lane Baptist Church in Owensboro.

§ James Hales, businessman and
bivocational music minister from
Cold Spring.

Free information available on

LOUISVILLE—As Kentucky
Baptists focus on January as “Make
Your Will Month,” officials at Bap-
tist Healthcare System want to help
people understand several other doc-
uments that impact end-of-life deci-
sions.

A free video on advance directives
is now available to Kentucky Baptist
pastors. And a brochure outlining the
same information is available to any-
_ one who requests it.

Advance directives allow individ-
uals to make their wishes about med-
ical care and the use of life-prolong-
ing treatment known ahead of time—

before a medical emergency occurs.
Advance directives also may be used

to state a person’s desires about organ

donation.

“The decision to make out an ad-
vance directive is a matter of personal
and family choice,” said Janet Norton,
corporate counsel with Baptist
Healthcare System.

Kentucky law recognizes several
types of advance directives, including
living wills, health care surrogate des-
ignations and durable powers of attor-
ney.

Living wills usually state a per-
son’s desires for or against life-pro-

I Deborah Harston, layperson
from Bowling Green.

B Eric Lethco, pastor of Parkwood
Baptist Church in Louisville.

I Robert Lowery, pastor of First
Baptist Church in Barbourville.

B Jackie Perkins, layperson from
Bremen.

B Rick Shannon, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Pikeville.

B Gerald Sharon, pastor of High-
land Hills Baptist Church in Fort Th-
omas. :

@ Anna White, layperson from
Versailles.

I M.A. Winchester, KBC first vice
president and a medical doctor from

Whitley City.

Three of these people also served
on the assemblies long-range work
group which brought the initial rec-
ommendation to terminate ownership
of Cedarmore: Winchester, Perkins
and Hales.

The transition committee was
charged by the Executive Board with
suggesting how the KBC should
make the transition away from own-
ing Cedarmore, including what to do
with the property, how to handle em-
ployees and how to continue camp-
ing programs. The committee is to re-
port back to the Executive Board in
December 1995.

advance medical directives

longing treatment in certain medical
emergencies.

Health care surrogate designations
allow individuals to name in advance
someone to make important health
care decisions when the patient is not
able to do so.

Durable power of attorney is simi-
lar to a health care surrogate designa-
tion, except that a person given pow-
er of attorney also may execute other
decisions about the patient’s personal
and financial affairs.

Pastors who want the free video
should call (502) 896-5013.

Individuals who wish to receive

the free brochure should contact any
of these Baptist hospitals: Central
Baptist Hospital in Lexington at (606)
275-6100; Baptist Regional Medical
Center in Corbin at (606) 528-1212;
Tri-County Baptist Hospital in La
Grange at (502) 222-5388; Western
Baptist Hospital in Paducah at (502)
575-2100; or Baptist Hospital East at
(502) 897-8131.

Baptist Healthcare System chap-
lains also are available to speak to
church groups on the subject of ad-
vance . directives. To schedule a
speaker, call one of the hospitals list-
ed above.

UNIQUE PASTOR Jim Pow-
ell (left), pastor of SOS
Christian Fellowship, helps
a child with cerebral palsy
sing a song during a fellow-
ship at the church. Powell
has been criticized by some

.because of his unusual out-

reach ministries to motor-
cyclists and because the
Owensboro church is not

affiliated with the Kentucky

Baptist Convention or the
local association. The con-
gregation maintains an ac-
tive ministry to bikers, pris-
on inmates and others not
being reached by traditional
churches. (Photo by Bob
Bruck, Owensboro Messen-
ger-Enquirer)
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We agree

I-would like to compliment the
Western Recorder on the great
“Here’s Hope” coverage that I have
seen in the first two issues of 1995.

Regardless of how we feel about
controversial issues, it is obvious all
of us in the Kentucky Baptist family
agree lost people need Jesus!

Mike Morris
“Wickliffe

Keep Cedarmore

I read with dismay that the Ken-
tucky Baptist Executive Board has
decided to cut loose Cedarmore Bap-
tist Assembly (WR, Dec. 20). Instead
of closing it down
or turning itoverto
some secular agen-
cy, why not give it
to Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren for an emergency shelter or set
up Oneida Baptist Institute, West?

Several Baptists in Franklin Coun-
ty are trying to set up an emergency
shelter for youth in need of being
placed outside the home for a short
time. Baptist Homes for Children has
three emergency shelters now, and we
could use more. Oneida is cramped to
capacity, and we could use another
Oneida-type facility. If we had a shel-
ter that could house 100 children, it
would be filled quickly.

Also, many Kentucky Baptists
have camping trailers and many do
tent camping. Why not set up some
kind of camping area for these kinds
of people, and offer Bible studies,
deacon/spouse retreats, etc.?

- There has been a lot of private
Baptist money and even more Coop-
erative Program money that has gone
into Cedarmore. I would hate to think
it would go the same way that we lost
Kentucky Southern College.

Let’s keep Cedarmore for Ken-
tucky Baptist use. Failure to do so is

BAPTIST FORUM

being poor stewards of the Lord’s
money.

William A. Hartung

Frankfort

Sad chapter

The Kentucky Baptist Executive
Board’s decision to “end ownership
of Cedarmore” (WR, Dec. 20) writes
another sad chapter in the history of
Kentucky Baptists.

It is interesting that at the same
meeting they decided to spend a large
sum of money to build an addition to
the Baptist Building. It is but a con-
tinuing step in the move from minis-
try to big government.

More lives are changed in a single
summer at Cedar-
more than will ever
be changed by an
addition to the
building. I urge the Executive Board
to reconsider its action. It would be
far better stewardship of Cooperative
Program money to invest it in Cedar-
more than in an administration build-
ing. No doubt low-cost rental proper-
ty is available in Louisville to house
any expansion that is needed at the
building.

I believe it would have been a far
better decision to sell the Baptist
Building and expand Cedarmore.

- Sam R. Smith
Williamsburg

Another TULIP

Notes to those who spend hours
arguing the age-old schismatic argu-
ment;

Totally oxymoronic: Evangelical
Calvinism.

Unconditional reductionism:
Grace explained in five finite points.

Limited offspring: Why risk giv-
ing birth to a condemned child?

Irrefutable excuse: “I wish I could
be saved, but I'm not elect.”

Perseverance of mediocrity:
Whatever happened to Bold Mission
Thrust?

Paul T. Gunn
Owensboro

Simple enough

May a layman comment on the
discussion of predestination?

First, God does not speak with a
forked tongue or out of both sides of
his mouth. He says, “I am the Lord, I
change not.” Therefore, when Scrip-
tures seem to disagree, we must as-
sume something went wrong during
the interpretation or we are not read-
ing carefully. So let’s talk about des-
tinations first.

My daughter lives in Florida.
When she calls to say she is coming
home, I ask two questions. First,
when will you be arriving? And sec-
ond, what airport will you be flying
into? She, not I, makes the airport
choice. She decides which airport she
will fly into. But after I know her
choice, I know which airport to be at
to meet her.

Now our destination, be it heaven
or hell, is our choice. God is not will-
ing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance. But God
has the advantage over mortals. He
can foresee the future. Therefore, God
knows in advance the choice we will
make. Just as my recollection of a
choice my daughter made did not af-
fect her making the choice, God’s
foreknowing does not influence our
choice. -

Whom he did foreknow he did
foreordain, and predestined them to
eternal life (I Peter 1:2 and Romans
8:29).

Man is still a free moral agent, in
no way locked into perdition by an
unfair God. Seems simple enough to
me.

J.B. Crawley
Campbellsville

Before it’s too late

One of my favorite people is Dr.
Ken Lyle, executive director of the
New England Baptist Convention.
With “Here’s Hope. Share Jesus
Now” in the count-down phase, I
think this recent article. of his will
“bless and encourage” you, just as it
did me.

“Although more than
35 years have passed, I re-
member vividly the first
time I met Mrs. Lovell.

“My mental portrait of
this thin, gray-haired
woman is still framed by
the doorway of the
screened porch on her re-
cently rented house.

“With arms folded
across her chest, Mrs. Lov-

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

tance a time or two. I had every good
intention to visit them as soon as pos-
sible.

“Weekend after weekend was
packed with church meetings, hospi-
tal visitation, youth activities and on
and on. There just wasn’t time to meet
these new folks.

“One Friday evening, some of our
church members were
waiting for us when we ar-
rived at the parsonage. The
news was sad. Mr. Lovell
had died the day before.

“I quickly changed
clothes, picked up my Bi-
ble and walked past four
houses to the Lovell resi-
dence. After all, I was the

- only pastor in town. A
word of comfort was need-
ed by grieving neighbors.

“The moment I saw

ell was prepared to con-
front the part-time Baptist pdstor who

was walking toward her. I was not

prepared for what she said to me.

“Only a few weeks before, the
Lovells had arrived in the same town
where Judy and I spent weekends try-
ing to learn how to lead a small, rural
Baptist congregation.

“The whole process was new to us.
But every Friday afternoon, we drove
160 miles to the ‘church field.’

“I had heard about the new family
in town. I even saw them from a dis-
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Mrs. Lovell, I also heard her speak:
‘Why have you come now? My hus-

. band’s dead. You’re too late!’

“Her message was neither angry
nor unkind. It was true. It stopped me
in my tracks. I had no answer, except
to confess my negligence. For Mr.
Lovell, my visit was indeed too late.

“T sometimes wonder how: often
we who follow Christ are too late in
our sharing of God’s good news.
Consumed by our own good agendas,
we miss relating to folks who have

moved near us.

“We so easily forget that God’s
primary reason for leaving believers
on the earth is to be his witnesses.

“Like many of you, I have made a
commitment to share God’s love with
at least 60 people between Jan. 9 and
March 9.

“Our signatures on pledge cards
most certainly will remind us to stay
at the task. Prayer vows will motivate
us. The piercing indictment of the
Lovells around us will break our
hearts. But being Christ’s witnesses
every day will only happen when the
love of God compels us.

“As I write, I pray, ‘Compel me,
Lord.” I don’t want to be too late for
my neighbors, many of whom are
from India. I don’t want to be too late
for two young women—one a single
mom, the other a new recruit in the
U.S. Army—both of whom I recently
met on an airplane.

“I don’t want to be too late for the
articulate limousine driver who deliv-
ered me safely home from the airport,
or for the night manager of a service
station where I filled the gas tank on
my rental car.

“Indeed, Lord, bind me with your
love until all I am and do persuades
people to experience that love.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

- speck in another person’s eye,
~ even when we have a log in our

FAMILY FORUM:
G N G

jTeachmg respec

eople in order
_strategies for meetmg
1 addressing concerns in
t

‘One man sald somet ing to
e effect: “These young people

_ need to show a little respect. We . :
. were taught respect when we
- were young.” His point was well

 people present had grown up
' hy

‘respect for adults
ed. And while re-
‘not completely lo

résp‘ec‘t adults, particularly’vth.e

'elderly" As with any issue, i

- kinds of people by showmg re-

spect. Contemporaries of Jesus

~ saw him relating by showmg re-

is subject. He reminds us to

- treat others as we wish to be
- treated. He also calls attention to

the fact that it’s easy to see a

own. His challenge to his first
followers and to those of us who
seek to follow him in the 20th
century is to look first at our-
selves. In so doing, we can help
others.

Maybe the best way to teach

_ young people to respect older

people 1s for older people to re-
spect young people. Maybe we

~ teach respect in our daily conver-
“sation as we avoid speaking

words which belittle others.

‘Showing respect becomes the

light' which shines in the dark— l
ness of disrespect. »

John Lepper is dzrector of the

_ Kentucky Baptist Convention's fam- :
. ily ministry department

M Send your questxons about

. children, teens, marriage, singles
_or aging to “Family Forum,”
. Western Recorder, Box 43969 e
. Lounsvnlle, Ky 40253.' - .




EDITORIALS

Debate must balance responsibility & compassion

We’re about to observe a drama of seismic significance. It will be
beamed into our living rooms on infotainment shows, such as “Oprah’s
Current Copy Turning Dateline Affair, Starring Sally Geraldo Donahue.”
No, it’s not the O.J. Simpson trial. The truly important news will take

- place on Capitol Hill, as Congress debates the scope and size of our

federal government.

“What’s that got to do with religion?” you ask. Alot. A school-prayer
amendment would bring an overtly religious issue to the fore. Beyond
that, the debate over the “Contract with America” and related issues
matter to people of faith because they will define our nation at the dawn
of a new millennium.

As with almost everything else political, this debate swirls around
money. How will we write the federal budget? Can we reduce the defi-
cit? What programs can be cut or eliminated? What must be maintained
or increased?

Money may be mammon, but under capitalism it also translates into
security and stability: Some say money is morally neutral, but an ade-
quate amount of it allows families to afford “traditional values.” This
aspect of the debate will be joined by advocates of two schools of
thought: Some believe society must help the poor and needy through
direct aid. And others believe the poor and needy can be helped best by
strengthening society overall.

If this sounds more like economics than theology, look in the Bible.
The Old Testament, particularly Mosaic law, emphasizes care for wid-
ows and orphans. In the New Testament, Jesus’ compassion for widows,
children, the lame and the blind stands out. Scripture’s abiding concern
for the poor and downtrodden reflects a passion for protecting the basic
needs of the early Hebrew underclass.

Moreover, the Bible emphasizes other virtues that many people of
faith, beheve are needed to make government. stronger., The prophets.

: calledfor justice, and, also fo,r moral respon51b1hty Tesus also spoke oftenf,.

of the need for prudent stewardship and fairness.
Now, some folks say people of faith have no business quoting Scrip-

ture and applying biblical principles to public policy. They say the Bi-
ble’s for the church and the Constitution’s for the country. Granted, dem-
ocratic theory stipulates that no group can impose its articles of faith
upon another. But the Bible and Torah prescribe how Christians and
Jews are to care for other people, and those beliefs should shape our
involvement in public affairs.

(Yes, the church should do its part apart from government. But isn’t it
interesting how many of the same people who tell the church and the
private sector to do more don’t pitch in to do their part. Churches and
non-profit organizations can’t make a dent in society’s problems with an
average charitable contribution of less than 3 percent of basic income.
And since churches and synagogues can’t levy taxes, don’t expect them
to get more money from a people increasingly shaped by the New Gold-
en Rule: “Them that have the gold make the rules.”)

Although the debate is taking place in a political context, participants
and close observers must not yield to the temptation of modern poli-
tics—demonization of the opposition. This temptation will be strong,
since adherents of both groups feel religious fervor. Liberals tend to fo-
cus on Matthew 25 and Jesus’ admonition to care for “the least of these.”
Conservatives focus on other biblical themes, particularly Old Testament
admonitions to responsibility and righteousness. Both believe they are
advocating God’s will.

And both have a point. As people of faith, we can help the process by
seeing the issue holistically and championing both themes. We need to
encourage responsibility and self-reliance. We need to give people a hand
up instead of a handout. But we also need to be sure we care for the truly
needy who simply cannot make it on their own, particularly children.

We can influence the debate by writing to our senators and represen-

tatives. We can shape the public sphere of the debate by writing lettersto

editors, calling talk shows and offering thoughtful comments to friends,

neighbors and colleagues. And we can pray that our lawmakers w111 an-, |,

alyze the issues wisely and compassionately, and vote courageously.
Marv Knox

Paul’s prescription: A three-part formula for spiritual growth

It is some of the best advice I have

" everread. I am going to carry it with

me all through 1995. Let me encour-
age you to do the same:

“Not that I have already obtained
all this, or have already been made
perfect, but I press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold
of me. Brothers, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 3: 12-14).

The Apostle Paul reminds us of

- Lindsay made he
' 'fThursday morning, whi

- for school and I was,dashmg toward the i

door, trying to get to work on time.

On Monday morning, she opened her
mouth wide and received the first install-

- ment on a 30-month process to straighten
her teeth. (By the way, I'm beginning to

. notice that straightening teeth makes inter-
state hnghwaybconstmctlon seem. speedy

- And cheap.)

our need to grow and mature as Chris-
tians. No one is perfect.

How do we grow? We must do
three things if we are going to become
what God wants us to be.

First of all, we must put the past in
perspective. After having confessed
our sins and dealt with them, we need
to forget them.

Sometimes in counseling one who
is struggling with guilt, I will encour-
age them to do a rather bizarre thing.
I'll ask them to take a shovel to a cem-
etery, dig a hole, dump their mistakes
in it, cover them and walk away. Just
as they would never dig up a corpse,
so should they not uncover those

Dbetter by Tuesday
But who were we
~to know? Neither

. of us have ever Ql"

old enough to know her present pain
s an investment in long~term
ntic - gam, her mouth

blunders. We all need to practice the
art of forgetting. Paul did.

Second, we need to focus on the
future. We will never bury the past
and move on until we outline our
goals for the future and visualize ac-
complishing them. Paul did this very
thing. He stated that his obsession in
life from that moment forward was to
know Christ and become like him.

If we spent as much time planning
for the future as we do worrying about
the past, we would be different peo-
ple. What changes do you need to
make to have a closer relationship
with Christ, be a better parent, be a
more productive worker or student?

- worn braces. And
_speak for my wife,

body who wore braces

~ although I can’t (JQ \N h h O m e

By Monday : afternoon Lmdsay couldb;
no longer gnash her teeth. But that didn’t

, etl ~ I'can verify that I never even leSCd some-
stop the new wires in her mouth _f_rom pro- ‘

‘ mommg, she was feel-.
1ng good enough to
_notice the little iro-
_nies that accompany
her new dental con-

dition. Like the hap-
Py coincidence that the teal and purple.
" bands on her braces matched the buttons

Plan. Visualize. Act.

Third, to grow and mature, we
must be disciplined and determined.
Paul uses the analogy of a runner in
this passage. Our eyes need to be
fixed upon the finish line, and all our
energy should be harnessed to move
us toward that goal. We should let
nothing distract us or interfere with
accomplishing our objectives.

Without a doubt, this is good,
sound, practical advice. As with all
advice, though, it is only valuable
when heeded. Let’s do it together.

Bob Browning, pastor
First Baptist Church
Somerset

~ will be the prlce ofa pretty smile.
- And, come to think of it, that’s a lot lik
Jife. We must bear the burden of discipline
God’s tender yet certain “straightening,”
we're going to  gain anythmg of Value fro
-the experience of living. -
 Now, if only hfe were as easy t
strai ghten asteeth ... . '

“Some folks say
people of faith
have no business
quoting Scripture
and applying
biblical principles
to public policy. ...
But the Bible and
Torah prescribe
how Christians and
Jews are to care
for other people,
and those beliefs
should shape our
involvement in
public affairs.”

The Apostle Paul
offers sound
advice for
Christian growth
and maturity: Put
the past in
perspective. Focus
on the future. Be
disciplined and
determined.
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“If a church
chooses to
organize itself as a
non-profit
corporation, it is
obviously subject
to the laws that
govern a non-profit

organization.”
Attorney Tim Askew

Some of the bills
are “perennial
efforts that have
failed time and
time again. A
Republican-led
-Congress, of
course, throws a
new factor into the
mix.”

Melissa Rogers, of the
Baptist Joint Committee

Florida case tests privacy of records

LAKE MARY, Fla.—Charges of
financial mismanagement against a
Florida Baptist pastor have created
legal maneuvering that is raising
questions among religious liberty ex-
perts.

Late last week, Pastor Bob Parker
of First Baptist Church of Markham
Woods in Lake Mary, Fla., turned
over confidential church contribution
records to avoid facing $10,000 in
contempt-of-court fines.

Parker previously had refused to
hand over the contribution records,
claiming by divulging them he would
violate the privacy of everyone listéd
in the ledgers.

“This ruling will have a chilling
effect on future contributions to
churches and all other non-profit or-
ganizations because of the fear con-
tributors will have concerning the
confidentiality of their identity and
amount given,” said Parker, who also
sits on the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee.

In a statement issued the day he
handed over the records, Parker
warned that everyone in his church
would now be able to see how much
everyone else had given.

But according to the court order
issued by Seminole County Circuit
Judge O.H. Eaton, only the plaintiff’s
accountant may view the records, and
he must sign an affidavidit pledging
not to divulge the information. . .

Parker and the church have been
battling a contempt of court ruling

WASHINGTON (ABP)—As the
104th Congress convened, several
proposals were introduced to amend
the U.S. Constitution to allow public-
school prayer.

Three of the 149 bills and 38 reso-
lutions introduced in the Senate on the
first day of the new Congress related
to public school prayer.

Melissa Rogers, associate general
counsel of the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee, said many of the school-prayer
initiatives are “perennial efforts that
have failed time and time again. A-
Republican-led Congress, of course,
throws a new factor into the mix.”

Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., intro-
duced a bill (S. 27) that would with-
hold federal funds from public

since Dec. 7, when Eaton imposed the
sanction in an effort to settle a suit
brought by former church member
Ann Haynes.

Haynes, a charter member of the
24-year-old church, alleges Parker
wrongly usurped control of the con-
gregation, used its non-profit status to
avoid paying taxes on his $285,000
home and kept jewelry for himself
that was left to the church as part of a
$416,000 bequest. Parker denies any
wrongdoing. He has been pastor of
the church since 1983.

Haynes won the right to look at
church records in a trial before Cir-
cuit Judge Newman Brock last Janu-

ary.

In August 1993, following a
church split, Haynes made a written
request to view the church records.
She was informed the deacons had
voted to remove her from fellowship
and denied her access to the books.

She sued, claiming her dismissal
violated due process and the refusal
to show her the documents broke state
law.

Brock ruled in Haynes’ favor, re-
instating her as a member and order-
ing the church to turn over all records
to her. Eventually, the case was ap-
pealed to the Florida Supreme Court,
which declined to intervene.

The church finally opened some of
its records last fall but refused to turn

- over records of individual gifts. That . pi

led to Eaton’s ruling Dec. 13 that
Parker and the church would be in

schools that bar constitutionally pro-
tected prayer. He introduced a similar
measure in the previous Congress, but
it failed to become law.

Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.,, also
introduced a resolution (S.J. Res. 7)
that would amend the Constitution to
neither prohibit nor require prayer in
public schools or at extracurricular
activities.

Sen. Strom Thurmond, R-S.C.,
who was elected Senate president pro
tempore, also introduced a measure
(S.J Res. 6) that would amend the
Constitution related to “voluntary
school prayer.”

In addition to the three Senate
measures, prayer-related bills also
were introduced in the House of Rep-

contempt of court unless they turned
over the records within 10 days.

Haynes’ accountant, John King,
said the records turned over initially
were not specific enough to demon-
strate that all contributions to the
church were distributed properly.

But Parker and the church argued
that turning over more specific giving
records would violate the free exer-
cise of religion guaranteed in the First
Amendment.

They got support for their cause
from Dean Whitford, an attorney with
the Rutherford Institute, a religious-
liberty watchdog group.

“As applied to churches, we be-
lieve this is a fairly substantial burden
on the free exercise of religion,”
Whitford said. “If everyone who
comes in and joins a church has a
right to see everybody’s record of giv-
ing, that will very much have a bur-
den on the free exercise of religion.”

- ButHaynes’ attorney, Tim Askew,
said the disclosure statute is fair be-
cause it does not single out churches.
“If a church chooses to organize itself
as a non-profit corporation, it is obvi-
ously subject to the laws that govern
a non-profit organization,” he said.

A church is not required to orga-
nize as a non-profit organization,
Askew said. When it does so, it is in
effect “making a decision to be sub-
Ject to the laws that govern a non-
rof't EOEARPAS S 555 S a6 #
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School prayer bills introduced in congress

resentatives, although no ﬁnal tally
was available.

One proposal introduced in the
House by Rep. Bill Emerson, R-Mo.,
would amend the Constitution to al-
low for voluntary school prayer.

In December, Richard Land, exec-
utive director of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission, met with
another House Republican, Rep.
Emest Istook of Oklahoma, to help
the congressman draft a Republican-
sponsored prayer amendment.

Istook’s proposal aims to guaran-
tee the right of individual students and
groups to pray during the school day.

‘But it would bar government from

writing the prayers and would not re-
quire all students to participate.

_rates will rise another 22 per

‘L‘antract’ cauld |
 raise church
_ postage rates

..~ WASHINGTON (BP)—
. Postal rates have just jumped
~ almost 23 percent for nonprofit
_ mailers, such as churches, state
 Baptist newspapers and other
. rehglous publications.
- Butif oneitem m the “Con
tract with America” now being
debated in Congress is adopted,

~ cent to 23 percent, accordingto
. Bob Terry, editor of Word &

- Way, the state Baptist news-

- journal of Missouri. Terry
~serves on the Mailers’ Techni-

- cal Advisory Committee, a
group of mailers that meets
_quarterly with senior manage-
.. ment of the United States Post-g o
al Service. .

- The item of concern in the
“Contract with America” calls

. for reform in financing future

- federal retiree benefits,
- The proposed reform would

require the Postal Service to

- make advance payments total-
ing $11 billion to the federal
 government to fund the next

_five years of benefits for Postal

. Service retirees, Terry said.
"Ct’Jrrently, the Postal Service
pays retiree benefits to the fed-
eral government on a pay as
_you go” basis. o
~_ “The postmaster general has '
- -said if (the reform is enacted),
- they will immediately file for

._another postal rate increase,”

- Terry said, because all benefits
for retirees are provided by
postal revenues, not from tax
__revenues.
~ The Washington-based Al-
liance of Nonprofit Mailers dis-

putes whether the proposed
- “Contract” reform would actu-
ally reduce the federal budget
deficit anyway. '

A news release from the Al-
liance quotes Robert Reischau-
er, director of the Congression-
al Budget Office as saying pre-
funding the retirement account
would “merely shift the timing
of certain receipts and would

- not reduce the deficit.”

Church members giving less, spending more on luxuries

Continued from page 1

lion Americans spend annually on
craft sales, $32 billion spent on diet
programs and $40 billion spent on lei-
sure travel.

Although the average U.S. house-
hold now contains fewer people than
it did in 1968, it usually occupies
more square feet of space today than
in 1968, the Ronsvalles noted. “More
comforts such air conditioning and

| cable TV are taken for granted.”

And while church members have
begun giving a smaller portion of
their incomes to churches since 1968,
this apparently has not produced bet-
ter money management in the home,
they added. “Americans were buying
on credit, paying more than an esti-
mated $30 billion in interest charges
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alone in 1991.”

For this year’s study, the Ronsvall-
es began looking at causes of the de-
cline in church contributions. They
plan to release a final report on these
causes later this year in a book to be
titled “Behind the Stained Glass Win-
dows: Money Dynamics in the
Church.”

Preliminary findings point to three
key factors in the decline, they said.

First is a “crisis of communication
in the church,” they reported.

“Local congregation members of-

ten express confusion about the pur-
pose of denominational structures,”
they said. “Changes in attitudes and
education efforts have decreased a
commitment to international mis-
sions, long a source of funding for

denominational structures.”

Second, they cited the changing
role of women.

“When it was less common for
women to work outside the home,
women would spend time doing mis-
sion and stewardship education with-
in the congregation,” the Ronsvalles
said. “Many congregations now are
hiring people to do tasks which wom-
en used to fill as volunteers. Also,
there is not a ready-made group to
promote a broader vision within the
church as women’s church groups
find themselves in competition with
women’s careers.’

Third, the Ronsvalles cited lack of
instruction.

“The church has not developed a
positive agenda for the increasing af-

fluence which became common
among Americans since World War
I1,” they said. “‘Rather, the church has
often avoided the topic of money,
leaving church members to form their
attitudes toward accumulation and
spending quite apart from the weekly
religious services they attend.”

The Ronsvalles’ study group in-
cludes four Baptist denominations:
the Southern Baptist Convention,
American Baptist Churches in the
U.S.A., General Association of Gen-
eral Baptists and the North American
Baptist Conference.

Although the decline in giving is
clear in all religious groups studied, it
is more pronounced in mainline
churches than in evangelical church-
es, they reported.



Religious groups weighing in on social reform

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
Children’s Defense Fund is the latest
group to enter the fractious—and re-
ligiously partisan—moral debate
about how best to balance the needs
of American’s poorest and most vul-
nerable citizens with the nation’s bud-
getary strains.

Children’s Defense Fund, a private
lobby agency that works closely with
a variety of liberal and mainline reli-
gious groups, said Republican strate-
gies to balance the federal budget
could leave millions of children fac-
ing greater hunger, homelessness and
medical neglect.

“While the American people vot-
ed for change, and for less govern-
ment, they did not vote for callous
government or to hurt millions of
children,” President Marian Wright
Edelman said at a news conference
Jan. 11.

But Edelman’s sentiment met with
criticism from religious conserva-
tives, who argued in interviews that
their liberal counterparts have mount-
ed an irresponsible defense of the sta-
tus quo and are distorting the debate.

“What we’re hearing is a natural -

result of the revolution that has over-
taken Washington, and which some
on the religious left still haven’t quite
figured out,” said James Smith,
Washington government relations di-

rector for the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Christian Life Commission.

“No one of consequence and re-
sponsibility in Washington today ar-
gues against the government having a
role in helping the poorest and most
defenseless members of the society.
The healthy debate today is not over
should the government help, but how
best to help.”

Liberal criticism of Republican
proposals has been steady since the
Nov. 8 elections gave the GOP con-
trol of Congress for the first time in
40 years. Now that the 104th Con-
gress is in session and legislation is
coming closer to reality, the criticism
has been stepped up.

The National Council of Churches
issued a statement of support Jan. 10
for an amendment offered by Minne-
sota Democratic Sen. Paul Wellstone
that would prohibit any legislation
that adds to the number of hungry or
homeless children.

The week before, Henry Lyons,
president of the National Baptist Con-
vention USA, an 8-million member
African-American denomination,
said his church would fight Republi-
can attempts to slash social programs.

Major charitable groups such as

Independent Sector, an umbrella or-

ganization of 800 charities, founda-
tions and corporate giving programs,

and Bread for the World, a broad-
based Christian anti-hunger group,
also have weighed in with opposition
to GOP plans.

The groups contend that the Re-
publicans are more concerned with
pushing their political agenda than
they are with the needs of the nation’s
poor and most vulnerable citizens.

The Children’s Defense Fund esti-
mated that 7.6 million children would
lose federally funded school lunches
by the year 2002 if Congress ap-
proves the GOP’s plan to pass a bal-
anced budget amendment and cut tax-
es without reducing defense or Social
Security spending. In addition, 6.6
million children would lose Medicaid
health coverage, 4.3 million children
would lose food stamps and 231,000
blind and disabled children would be
dropped from the Supplemental Secu-
rity Income ‘program.

Federal spending would have to be
slashed by about 30 percent if the
budget is to be balanced under the
conditions set forth so far by Republi-
cans in Congress, Children’s Defense
Fund projected.

But religious conservatives reject
the basic thrust of the liberal position.

Marshall Wittman, the Christian
Coalition’s Washington legislative
affairs director, said “the truly com-
passionate perspective” is supportive

of major changes in the nation’s so-
cial welfare system, which he pro-
nounced “a dismal failure.”

“No one favors hungry kids. But a
system that has produced a 70 percent
illegitimacy rate in inner-city neigh-
borhoods is in need of drastic over-
haul,” he said.

George Weigel, a conservative
Catholic and president of Washing-
ton’s Ethics and Public Policy Cen-
ter, said liberal warnings about GOP
plans “represent an enormous failure
of religious and moral imagination.”

Not unexpectedly, liberal critics of
the GOP, including Edelman of the
Children’s Defense Fund, reject the
arguments of religious conservatives.

Edelman said her organization
does not oppose change, favors wel-
fare reform and supports programs
that foster greater personal responsi-
bility.

“We do have a values crisis,” she
said. “Teen pregnancies are one
symptom of that.”

But “accountability and fair sacri-
fice across the board must be the bot-
tom line,” she said. “Rather than seek-
ing to deny poor babies an average
daily welfare payment of $4.44, Con-
gress should be denying rich farmers
their share of the $8 billion in crop
subsidies that give some family cor-
porate empires $1,000 a day.”

Appeal made for suspending abortion clinic protests

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Reli-
gious leaders who back abortion
rights urged the nation’s Roman
Catholic bishops Jan. 9 to follow the
lead of Boston Cardinal Bernard Law
and support a moratorium on demon-
strations outside abortion clinics to
cool passions and head off further vi-
olence.

While defending the bishops’ right
to speak out against abortion, mem-
bers of the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice said at a news
conference that easing tensions after
the Dec. 30 killing of two abortion
clinic workers in Brookline, Mass.,
should take priority.

However, a Southern Baptist lead-
er in the fight against abortion reject-
ed the call for suspending clinic pro-
tests, saying the latest round of vio-
lence was “probably only incidental-
ly about abortion.”

The Religoius Coalition for Re-

productive Rights represents 38
Christian, Jewish and other religious
groups that support abortion rights.

In a letter to the bishops, coalition
members called for dialogue between
religious leaders who support abor-
tion rights and those who oppose
them. The dialogue would aim to cre-
ate a “new climate of respect and free-
dom from fear,” the letter said.

After the Brookline killings, Car-
dinal Law urged abortion foes in Bos-
ton to cease their protests outside clin-
ics and turn instead to church prayer
vigils for the immediate future. Law,
who is staunchly anti-abortion, said
“the pro-life message cannot be heard
in the midst of violence, whether that
violence be in thought, word or deed.”

But Law’s call for a moratorium
has gained little direct backing within
the church.

Helen Alvare, the chief spokesper-
son on abortion for the National Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops, said
Monday she did not expect the con-
ference to take up the issue. Individu-
al bishops, she said, were free to re-
spond as they saw fit.

So far, only one bishop—Bishop
Leo O’Neil of Manchester, N.H.—
has unequivocally followed Law’s
lead, although several others have is-
sued guidelines for anti-abortion
demonstrators intended to reduce the
possibility of violence, Alvare noted.

Still others, including New York
Archbishop Cardinal John O’Connor,
said they had no intention of asking
for a moratorium. O’Connor said he
would call for a moratorium on dem-
onstrations only “on condition that a
moratorium be called on abortions.”

Richard Land, exeuctive director
of the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission, said the Brookline
shootings, while tragic, did not con-
stitute a watershed moment in the

abortion fight.

“What made this more visceral is
that it wasn’t a doctor but a reception-
ist” who was shot, he said.

A spokesperson for the National
Right to Life Committee blamed the
news media for some of the negative
reflection on the anti-abortion move-
ment with the latest shootings.

“These actions have a detrimental
effect on the pro-life movement be-
cause the press portrays them as in-
dicative of the entire pro-life move-
ment instead of just being the actions
of a few deranged individuals,” said
Michelle Arocha Allen.

“People think pro-lifers are hypo-
crites and killers instead of under-
standing that millions of pro-life
Americans are as deeply saddened by
these events as by the 31 million
deaths to abortion since 1973.”

With additional reporting from Bap-
tist Press

Congressman calls for federal commission on gambling

WASHINGTON (BP)—Amid the
- clatter in Washington about reducing
the size of government, one Republi-
can lawmaker has proposed expand-
ing government’s role in monitoring
gambling.

Rep. Frank Wolf, R.-Va., an-
nounced Jan. 10 he will introduce a
bill to form the National Gambling
Impact and Policy Commission for
the purpose of compiling information
on gambling’s effect on economics,
crime, families and individuals.

The nine-member panel Wolf pro-
poses would have three members ap-
pointed by the president, three by the
Senate majority leader and three by
the speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives. One of the appointees would

be a governor from a state which has
legalized gambling, he said.

The United States is on a “gam-
bling binge,” Wolf said. “This is an
issue of national economic impor-
tance, and I believe the new Congress
should examine it closely over the
coming months.”

The commission, he said, should
review the cost and effectiveness of
federal and state regulations, gam-
bling’s impact on other businesses,
the influence of gambling promoters
on the development of policies regu-
lating gaming, the relationship be-
tween gambling and crime, teenage
gambling and the effect of pathologi-
cal gambling on individuals, families
and social institutions.

The commission also should pro-
pose whether gaming operations on
Indian lands should be regulated by
the states, not just the federal govern-
ment, he said.

The Southern Baptist Christian
Life Commission applauded Wolf’s
proposal.

“The gambling industry has con-
vinced large numbers of the public
and state legislators that gambling
revenue is a ‘free lunch’ to state bud-
get needs, but there still ‘ain’t no free
lunch,’” said Lamar Cooper, the CLC
staff member who handles the gam-
bling issue.

“An unbiased commission could
point out the discrepancies that exist
between what the gambling industry

promises to state governments Versus
what it actually delivers,” Cooper said.

In announcing his bill, Wolf illus-
trated several concerns about gam-
bling’s impact:

I “Gambling cannibalizes other
business, such as restaurants,” he said.
The number of restaurants in Atlantic
City decreased from 243 in 1977, the
year after the legalization of casinos,
to 146 in 1987.

I In the first 16 years of casino
gambling in Atlantic City, the police
budget tripled to $24 million while
the population fell 20 percent, accord-
ing to the Wall Street Journal. The
crime rate rose 230 percent in the
city’s first 13 years of legalized casi-
nos, Wolf said.
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Mississippi
Baptists in school
prayer fight

ECRU, Miss. (BP)—A
Baptist layman serving
as Pontotoc County
school superintendent is
facing a federal lawsuit
filed by a mother who
doesn't like his stand in
favor of school prayer.

Jerry Horton, a
member of Ecru Baptist
Church in Ecru, Miss.,
and superintendent of
the 2,700-student school
district in northeast
Mississippi, said
disagreement has been
building for months over
the issue. The mother,
Lisa Herdahl, has five
children attending the
1,300-student North
Pontotoc Attendance
Center.

“There has been
prayer in Pontotoc
County schools for at
least eight years with no
complaints,” Horton
said. -

Herdahl has said
publicly her children are
stigmatized and
harassed because they
do not participate in a
daily, student-initiated
devotional piped through
the school’s classroom
loudspeaker system after
announcements-from the
principal’s office.

Her lawsuit states
prayer is permitted in
classrooms and at
school events, and a
high school-level course
on Middle East studies
uses the Bible as the
only textbook.

The conflict may
shape up as a national
battle of titans, with the
American Civil Liberties
Union and People for the
American Way coming
down on Herdahl’s side
and the American Family
Association on the
school district’s side.

The Christian Action
Commission of the
Mississippi Baptist
Convention also has
sided with the school.

Paul Jones, executive
director of the Baptist
group, said he has talked
with Horton about the
lawsuit and offered the
support of the
Mississippi Baptist
Convention and the
resources of Christian
Action Commission.
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Lexington man offered others hope
while awaiting news of wife’s surgery

LEXINGTON—Most people
would think John Hunt needed a
dose of hope himself while waiting
for his wife to have surgery for breast
cancer.

Instead, he spent his time in the
waiting room offering the hope of
Jesus Christ to others.

Before he left his house for the
hospital that morning last October,
Hunt picked up some witnessing ma-
terials to review in preparation for
the upcoming “Here’s Hope” evan-
gelism campaign.

Rather than studying the tracts,
the Lexington layman used them to
witness to two lab technicians in the
waiting room. The two women had
asked him about another book he was
carrying, “Husband and Wife: Best
of Friends.”

Hunt, a risk manager for the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, had picked up
the book at last September’s Fall Fes-
tival of Marriage in Louisville. It was
during that weekend that his wife,
Judy, first felt the cancerous lump in
her breast.

The story of the book and the
marriage festival built'a natural
bridge for Hunt to talk about his
Christian faith, he said.

“I ended by witnessing about the
said Hunt, a dea-
con and member of the outreach

committee at Southern Heights Bap-
tist Church in Lexington. “I ex-
plained it doesn’t matter what de-
nomination you’re a member of, as
long as you repent. Only by faith in
Jesus Christ can you be saved.”

When he finished, one of the
women was in tears, saying, “I feel
like I should be in church right now.”

Hunt then helped the women re-
view the gospel tracts and the prayer
at the end. Although they didn’t have
a chance to pray together, Hunt will
have further contact with the wom-
en, who are assisting with a Univer-
sity of Kentucky study of breast can-
cer.

“That episode in the waiting room
is a truly remarkable experience,”
Hunt said.

“It shows us what God wants us
to do, what our priorities should be
and how important the ‘Here’s
Hope’ witnessing campaign is. The
time we spend on earth, 70 to 75
years, is so short compared to eterni-
ty. That’s what we need to be con-
cerned about.”

Hunt also surprised fellow church
member Carol Sebree when she
came to the hospital to check on him.
He asked her to wait while he fin-
ished talking with the lab technicians
about Jesus.

She wondered how he.could be

calm in the midst of such trying cir-
cumstances. But Hunt said he al-
ready had worked through grief and
had a meaningful prayer time the
night before.

“The- doctors were doing every-
thing they could, and through faith
we knew God was doing everything
he could in surgery, working with the
doctors,” Hunt explained.

“So I had peace and a knowledge
that everything works out for the
best.”

The night after the operatlon
Hunt told his church family what
God had done.

Since then, many other opportu-
nities have arisen because of Judy
Hunt’s remarkable progress with
chemotherapy treatment. When peo-
ple ask Hunt about his wife’s
progress, he seizes the opportunity to
witness.

On Jan. 9, the first day of the
“Here’s Hope” campaign, Hunt wit-
nessed to eight people who asked
about his wife. He plans to follow up
with two who aren’t Christians.

As outreach director, Hunt also-

has encouraged other church mem-
bers to share their faith. A total of 38
members at Southern Heights have
committed to the “Here’s Hope” ef-
fort.

He compares the 41 pounds he

John Hunt

lost in a university wellness program
to the fear some people experience
about witnessing. He never had a
problem telling others about his
weight loss, he said, so why should
he be afraid to talk about the greatest
thing that happened in his life?

When believers lay a foundation
each morning with Bible reading and
pray that the Lord will use them that
day, God will place people in their
paths the same way Hunt experi-
enced at the hospital, he said.

“I know after what happened in
the waiting room that ‘Here’s Hope’
is very serious,” he said.

“I was thinking Judy’s operation

‘was 'the most impertant thing that

day, but the Lord already had that
under control.
“We should be thankful and tell

~others about this hope we have. Just

think, the Creator loves us enough to
send his Son to die for us.”

Graves County inmates finding hope in Jesus Christ

MAYFIELD—Charlie Simmons
isn’t sure whether to credit the reviv-
al at the Graves County jail to
“Here’s Hope” or to “Experiencing
God” classes. He just knows the Lord
is moving mightily.

Recently the jailer told Simmons,
director of missions for Graves
Cournty Baptist Association, how
much the jail has quieted down.

“They don’t have all the whoop-
ing and hollering they used to,” Sim-
mons said. “Things are pretty peace-
ful up there. The jailer said, ‘It’s been
so quiet, it’s kind of scary.””

The association’s jail ministry be-
gan in November. When Simmons
suggested a Bible study in Decem-
ber, he discovered inmates were ea-
ger. So he arranged to begin teach-
ing “Experiencing God,” a popular
Baptist study course.

Beverly Burton and Lana Burgett
of First Baptist Church in Mayfield
teach the women’s course on Tues-
day mornings, with about eight at-
tending regularly. In the afternoon,
Simmons and fellow High Point
Baptist Church member Ricky Frick
teach 20 men.

Two people have professed faith
in Jesus Christ thus far.

“I’m seeing a tremendous change
in the men because of the study,”
Simmons said. “Every time we meet,
you can see the depth of their spiritu-
al understanding is growing.

News of the changes at the Graves
County jail filtered to the neighbor-
ing Marshall County jail through a
female prisoner’s transfer. Now five
wornen in Marshall County want to
study “Experiencing God.”

The “Here’s Hope” campaign is
creating additional excitement, Sim-

mons said, even though a formal pro-
gram is not scheduled in the jail dur-
ing the 60 days of witnessing. He
said prisoners are encouraged to wit-
ness there and when they are released
so they will have a positive impact
on their family and friends.

“We’re teaching them a lifestyle
that will be a witness,” he said.
“We’re excited about it because we
feel God is doing some great things.
I just want to make sure God gets the
praise, not me. He opened the doors
so I could go in. It’s wonderful to be
a part of what he’s doing.”

Graefenburg Church knows it takes many to make one disciple

GRAEFENBURG—When a
pharmacist walked forward to pro-
claim his belief in Christ recently,
Pastor David Head called five other
people to stand beside him, since
their efforts had played a part in his
decision.

The pastor of Graefenburg Baptist
Church could have asked for more,
he said, but he had made his point:
witnessing involves the entire con-
gregation.

That fact hasn’t been lost on the
50 members of the Graefenburg
church who committed to witness for
the 60 days of the “Here’s Hope”
campaign.

“What I’m hearing is that people
are beginning to increase their
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awareness and are planting a lot of
seed,” Head said.

“We have involvement across the
board as far as ages, from college stu-
dents through seniors, and our teen-
agers.”

Though Graefenburg is an unin-
corporated community, its location
near the sprawling subdivisions west
of Frankfort gives it a wide mission
field. The 175 people who attend
Sunday school there come from a re-
gion spanning Frankfort to Shel-
byville.

Serving as a “crossroads” gives
the church extraordinary opportuni-
ties, which is one reason Head sched-
uled one of the earliest “Here’s
Hope” kickoffs in the state last Au-

gust.

Besides those committed to wit-
ness, 44 prayer partners have com-
mitted to pray for 200 friends, rela-
tives and- co-workers who aren’t
Christians.

As part of the “Here’s Hope”
campaign, church members have
been encouraged to invite someone
to their home for dinner and a gospel
presentation. Some members have
been trying to reach co-workers for
several years, the pastor said, and this
is a reminder to make a more inten-
tional effort.

During February, Graefenburg
Baptist Church will use special dra-
mas, music and multimedia presen-
tations at evangelistic services to ex-

plain clearly why people need a
Savior.

“It’s hard to convince good, mor-
al people who aren’t experiencing a
crisis, are financially set and own
their own business, that they need
Christ,” Head said.

“They have to see that need. It’s
an increasing challenge in my own
witnessing.”

The pastor said it will be impor-
tant to follow up on those who don’t
come to Christ during the 60 days.

“If we don’t go back to see them
again, they’ll feel like our witnessing
project and they’ll never come
back,” he said.

“We want them to know we’re in
this for the long haul.”

»»»»»»



WHERE’S HOPE?

God opens doors to witness
in daily routine, woman says

RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)—While

praying at her church, Birute Whis-::
nant felt the Lord telling her to go

witness to someone at the Days Inn
motel next door.

“I went over there, and he direct-
ed me to the registration area,” said
Whisnant, of Raleigh, N.C. “So I
walked to the counter and told the
lady who registers guests, ‘I was in
the prayer room at Providence Bap-
tist Church praying ___
that the Lord would l‘
lead me to witness |
to someone. Are |
you the person I'm |
supposed to speak =
to?’ ;

“She said, ‘Well, I don’t know,
but you can share if you like.””

A few moments later the woman
received Jesus Christ as her Savior.

“Wherever God places you, he’s
already working, and he’s brought
you there to be a part of it,” Whis-
nant said. “Everywhere the Lord
sends me—whether I stay at home or
go to the grocery store—I think of
that as my mission field, where the
Lord has purposely sent me.”

For example, one morning while
driving to the dry cleaners, she no-
ticed some men gathered in a park-
ing lot preparing for work.

“The thought came to me, ‘“Those
men need to know about Jesus,’”
Whisnant recounted. “And I thought,
‘Lord, do you really want me to go
over there and tell them? Well, all
right, Lord, if they’re still there when
I drive back, I'll stop and talk to
them.’

“They were still in the lot when I
drove back, so I went to the supervi-
sors in the work truck and said, ‘I
know you’re going to think I'm cra-
zy, but I’m here to tell you about
Jesus. He said I should come.’”

* The supervisors, who were Chris-
tians and had been wanting someone
to help them witness to the men, said,

~ IDEAS FOR
SHARING Y()UR

FAITH

“Go right ahead. Just share whatever
you want with these men.”

So Whisnant told several of the '

workers about Jesus.

Whisnant did not become a Chris-
tian herself until she was 39 years
old. But after joining a Bible study,
she spontaneously shared her excite-
ment with someone in a store.

“I had no idea what witnessing
was at that time,” she said. “That’s
when you know
your experience is
real—when you
want to share what
Jesus is doing in
your life. That is
witnessing. It’s that
51mple.

“I think people sometimes have
the idea that you have to present the
whole gospel to someone at one time
or you’re not witnessing,” Whisnant
said. “There will be many times
when you will not have that opportu-
nity.”

Just offering friendship to anoth-
er person can be a witness, Whisnant
noted.

Once during a retreat, she made
friends with Thomasina, a worker in
the camp’s kitchen. “We only talked
for 60 seconds as I passed through
the serving line each day, but we be-
gan to know each other.”

Before leaving the retreat, Whis-
nant said good-bye to Thomasina,
telling her how much she appreciat-
ed her sweetness and humor. “You
must be a Christian,” Whisnant said.

After Thomasina said she was not
one, Whisnant added: “You act like
a Christian and say the right things.
Is there any reason why you aren’t
one?”’

Right then, Thomasina accepted
Jesus Christ as her Savior.

Witnessing isn’t that hard, Whis-
nant explained. “Just ask God to give
you a love for the people around
you.” :

Featuring Kentucky Baptist Vocational Evangelists

pan cuan ge,\\S'\

AL OBLEY

(elebrate
Hope

A Special Session of the :
Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Conference

~ Monday, February 27, 10 a.m.
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville

-
g@ist STEVE FEE

“Do the wafk of an evangelist”—2 Timothy 4.5

WESTERN RECORDER M JANUARY 17, 1995




DIAMONDHEAD, Miss. (ABP)
—A prominent former professor at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary has issued a statement affirming
President Al Mohler’s interpretation
of the Abstract of Principles but de-
nouncing his application of the doc-
trinal statement.

Frank Stagg, longtime New Testa-
ment teacher at the Louisville semi-
nary, said Mohler’s intention to re-
quire teachers to adhere strictly to the
Abstract is precisely what the
founders intended. However, that in-
tent was “a major flaw” in the institu-
tion’s founding, Stagg charged.

Stagg wrote an essay on the sub-
ject which he released to the press in
December. -

Mohler, president since 1993, has
said the Abstract should be the “irre-
ducible minimum” governing what is
taught in the seminary’s classrooms.
He has written a lengthy interpreta-
tion of the Abstract, which he views
with strict literalness.

Last summer, Mohler forced the
resignation of theology professor
Molly Marshall by charging her
teaching fell outside the Abstract’s
boundaries. He did not specify in
what way she taught outside the Ab-
stract.

Mohler’s use of the 20-point Ab-
stract has been criticized as a depar-
ture from recent history, where pro-

Annie offering
gets $37 million

ATLANTA—Southern
Baptists gave $37.18
million to last year’s
Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering for home
missions, according to
unaudited figures
released by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission
Board.

That is the second-
highest annual total ever
received for the offering
but still fell nearly $3
million short of the $40
million goal.
Contributions jn 1994
increased 2.4 percent
over the previous year’s
total, the HMB reporied.
The largest Annie
Armstrong offering was
$37.6 million in 1992.
The goal for this year's
offering is $50 million.

BAPTIST BITS
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Stagg says hoth Mohler and Boyce wrong on Abstract

pretation of the document. The Ab-
stract has been signed by every facul-
ty member who has taught at the
school since its founding in 1859.

Stagg concedes that Mohler cor-
rectly reports the opinion of the sem-
inary’s first president, James Boyce.
Boyce viewed adherence to the Ab-
stract as the “non-negotiable condi-
tion” for employment at the seminary,
Stagg said.

“No difference, however slight, ...
is here allowable,” Boyce wrote at the
time.
~ But Boyce mistakenly treated the
Abstract itself as inerrant, Stagg
charged. And Boyce’s strict use of the
Abstract introduced creedalism into
the Southern Baptist Convention,
Stagg added.

In 1856, two years before the Ab-
stract was written, Boyce outlined a
vision for theological education that
included both advanced scholarship
preparing ministers for research and
writing and a commitment to an ab-
stract of principles that would be
binding on all professors.

Those positions “were on a colli-
sion course from the outset,” Stagg
said. It is not compatible to create an
environment that encourages open in-
quiry for truth while at the same time
trying to “shelter truth” through a
creedal statement, he explained.

Returning the seminary. to a striet -
understanding of Boyce’s views i§ °

. Former mis-

10
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dangerous in a world that has gained
much in understanding from the 19th
century, Stagg said.

“‘Back to Boyce’ means teaching
that God has chosen to give saving
grace to the elect only,” he said. “It
means proclaiming outward calling to
all with effective calling possible to
those only whom God has chosen to
give saving grace.”

It also means “no women teaching
theology to men” and “no women en-
rolled as students,” said Stagg, point-
ing out that women were not allowed
to even audit classes until 1900, after
the four seminary founders had died.

“If we now return to Boyce and the
Abstract of Principles, it will be bond-
age to a mixture of truth and error,
frustrating honest and competent
search for truth, and excluding wom-
en,” Stagg said.

Stagg said the seminary owes its
allegiance not to Boyce, but “Jesus
Christ as best we can understand the
biblical witness to his word and his
way.”

Mohler, provided with a copy of
Stagg’s essay, responded in a written
statement that Stagg is “certainly cor-
rect” that Boyce intended for the sem-
inary to be a “creedal institution,” but
Mohler said he offers “no apology”
for trying to keep the seminary theo-
logically pure.

He said Stagg’s.admission that

faculty ‘members in the past have

adopted a “private interpretation” of
the document indicates “a lack of in-
tegrity (that) is breathtaking.”

Mohler said Stagg apparently had
pledged to teach in accordance with
the Abstract only “in so far as the
Abstract suited his purposes.” He
charged that Stagg has violated the
Abstract’s “clear teachings” on the
Trinity, election, the fall of man, re-
generation and justification in pub-
lished materials and classroom lec-
tures.

Mohler called Stagg’s references
to the founders’ views on Calvinism
and women “‘a sad attempt to confuse
the issue.”

Mohler defended Calvinism, and
he said the issue of women is not ad-
dressed in the Abstract. “Women are
fully admitted into all degree pro-
grams. Dr. Stagg knows this is the
case,” he said.

Mohler said as a student he took a
New Testament class taught by Stagg.
That experience validated his view
that Boyce was right, Mohler said.

“I learned by observing Dr. Stagg
that Dr. Boyce’s demand for a regula-
tive confession was more than justi-
fied,” Mohler said. “For a theological
seminary, all that stands between be-
lief and unbelief, between orthodoxy
and heterodoxy, integrity and com-
promise, is a clear statement of faith

-to which all who teach are account-

able.”

WMU dedicates Hunt Museum

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—The
Alma Hunt Museum of Woman’s
Missionary Union was dedicated Jan.
7 in a ceremony attended by WMU
board members and guests from
across the United States.

The museum, which highlights
WMU’s 107-year history, is named in
honor of WMU’s executive director
from 1948-1974. Hunt, along with
Southern Baptist Convention Presi-
dent Jim Henry, spoke during the ded-
ication ceremonies.

Also speaking were Carolyn
Weatherford Crumpler, WMU exec-
utive director from 1974-1989; Del-
lanna O’Brien, current WMU execu-
tive director; Carolyn Miller, WMU
president; and Dotson Nelson, long-
time friend of Hunt.

Henry, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Orlando, Fla., described
Hunt as a woman who, like the psalm-
ist in Psalm 111:1, has sought the
Lord with her whole heart. Conse-
quently, as a missions leader in the
SBC for nearly 30 years, she led

Southern Baptists to develop “habits

of the heart.”

Hunt taught Southern Baptists to
accept change, Henry said. Her
heart’s cry was, “Lord, I don’t care
where we go or how we get there, 1
just want you to be in charge.”

She also firmly fixed in the hearts
of Southern Baptists the need to give,
Henry said, citing as an example his
father-in-law who, although disabled
in many ways by a stroke, made sure
his gift to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering reached the church.

A third habit developed by Hunt is
the close and harmonious relationship
WMU has with the SBC and her enti-

PAST & PRESENT Alma Hunt, former ex-
ecutive director of Woman’s Missionary -
Union, gets a hug from Jim Henry, current
president of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. (BP photo)

ties, Henry said.

“The link between Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union and the Southern Bap-
tist Convention is critical,” he insist-
ed. “It must be encouraged, protected
and strengthened.

“The Southern Baptist Convention
without Woman’s Missionary Union
would be like ham without eggs ...
Lottie without Moon and Annie with-
out Armstrong. We go together. We
must pray for and build on in the fu-
ture this habit created by Miss Hunt.”

In her remarks to the audience,
Hunt expressed appreciation to the
WMU executive board for honoring
her, but chided, “You hadn’t ought
done it. You should have a museum,
but you should not have named it for
me.”

She encouraged WMU leaders to
continue seeking God’s wisdom as
they plan for the future. Referring to
Isaiah 43:18-19, she admonished the
women not to cling to the past but to
look for new ways God is working.



Graham crusade
to spread gospel
in troubled spots

MINNEAPOLIS (BP)—De-
spite violence and civil war,
church leaders around the world
plan to participate in evangelist
Billy Graham’s “Global Mis-
sion” crusade from San Juan,
Puerto Rico, March 16-18.

His sermons will be transmit-
ted by satellite to as many as 10
million people gathered in 1,700
sites in 165 countries. They will
be translated into 80 languages,
and as many as 1 billion people
are expected to hear at least one
sermon during prime time on
television in up to 100 countries.

Graham’s crusade will reach
into the world’s hot spots:

B In Haiti, Christian leaders
originally thought civil unrest
would rule out the possibility of
participation. But now plans call
for transmitting the sermons to
two cities.

B Thousands of Rwandans
will have an opportunity to hear
Graham preach at a satellite lo-
cation in a refugee camp near
Goma, Zaire.

# Ugandan Christians hope
Graham’s sermons can prompt
spiritual renewal that will thwart

" the onslaught of AIDS in thelr
country.

0 Christians in Croatla are dis-
tributing Graham’s book, “Peace
with God,” in preparation for the
campaign’s outreach in their em-
battled country.

B Crusade planners hope it
will promote social healing in
South Africa.

“We’ve never had anything
quite like this, when we’re able
to reach so many millions of peo-
ple every night,” Graham said.

“It’s time for the church to
utilize this technology to make a
worldwide statement that in the
midst of chaos, emptiness and
despair, there’s hope in the per-
son of Jesus Christ.”

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Vio-
lence spawned by ethnic and religious
differences posed the greatest threat
to human rights in recent months, ac-
cording to the Human Rights Watch
monitoring agency.

Unfortunately, the United States
and the rest of the international com-
munity failed to provide the moral
leadership needed to stop the abuses,
the organization said in a 362-page
report on global human-rights viola-
tions.

“The genocide in Rwanda was
only the most horrendous example of
a phenomenon that ranged from ‘eth-
nic cleansing’ in Bosnia and similar
atrocities in Nagorno-Karabakh (in
the former Soviet republic of Azer-
baijan), to increasing xenophobia and
anti-immigrant hysteria in parts of the
West,” the study concluded.

The Human Rights Watch report
painted a bleak picture of 65 nations
where human rights were routinely
violated, along with a community of
nations that responded with what it
called “empty rhetoric” to urgent
moral challenges.

President Clinton received sting-
ing criticism for the United States’
failure to take stronger action to stop
the carnage in Bosnia and Rwanda
and for continuing to trade with Chi-
na despite its poor record on human

HONG KONG (ABP)—Bible-
smuggling puts Chinese Christians at
risk and should be stopped, their new
government-authorized leader
warned.

“To receive Bibles smuggled into
the country is against the law,” said
Bao Jiayuan, associate general secre-
tary of the China Christian Council.
“Why should Chinese Christians risk
their freedom for a foreign Bible
when Bibles are legally available
within China?”

Each year, about 2.2 million Bi-
bles are produced in China by Amity
Press, a joint venture between the
United Bible Societies and the Chi-
nese council, the group recognized by

rights and religious liberty.

“President Clinton rarely showed
the moral leadership needed to build
public support for tough human rights
positions, allowing the pursuit of
trade and investment to dominate for-
eign policy,” Human Rights Watch
Director Kenneth Roth told reporters.
“With the administration trumpeting
trade and whispering about human
rights, victims worldwide were regu-
larly abandoned.”

However, the report did praise
Clinton for using the threat of military
force to restore Haitian President Jean
Bertrand Aristide.

The White House had no immedi-
ate response to the report.

In addition to Rwanda and Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the report named Nige-
ria, Ethiopia, Cambodia, India and
Russia as sites of emerging ethnic and
religious strife.

“Some governments abetted vio-
lence by ignoring or endorsing it
when directed by fundamentalist reli-
gious groups,” the report said. It cited
activities of Islamic militants in Bang-
ladesh and Pakistan and Hindu mili-
tants in Mauritius.

However, affluent nations also en-
dured human-rights problems of their

-own, the report claimed.

“European and North American
governments showed their own am-

- Smuggling risks lives, Chinese

the government as representing most
Protestants in the country. Eventual-
ly, Amity is expected to publish 4
million Bibles a year.

But the 10 million Bibles produced
in China since 1980 are inadequate to
meet the needs of China’s “unregis-
tered Protestants,” estimated by some
to number 20 million, say critics of
the council. Some also mistrust the
official church for its willingness to
cooperate with communists.

“The CCC is just a government
church. They don’t like believers in
the countryside to have the Bible, be-
cause they are afraid that these people
may. start their own church, away
from them,” charged Mark Szander-

Ethnic, religious strife hacks rights

bivalence toward ethnic and religious
diversity as they responded to mount-
ing xenophobia (the fear of foreign-
ers) at home by restricting asylum,” it
said.

The Western peace plan to end the
fighting in the former Yugoslavia was
characterized as one that would divide
Bosnia along ethnic and religious
lines with little meaningful guarantees
of minority rights.

Renewed slaughter could occur in
Rwanda, the report warned, as the
nation’s Hutu ethnic group, blamed
for the genocide earlier this year, re-
groups in Zairean refugee camps
where they fled after rival Tutsi troops
won the nation’s civil war.

Human Rights Watch also took
aim at United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali for
“squandering ... the U.N.’s unique
capacity on the global stage to articu-
late fundamental human rights values
and to legitimize their enforcement.”

The United Nations, the report
said, was caught in a conflict between
its duty to prevent the slaughter of in-
nocent civilians and its role as a neu-
tral mediator and provider of human-
itarian aid.

“To choose impartiality when both
tasks must be performed is to signal a
moral equivalence between victim
and victimizer.”

leader warns

na of the Revival Christian Church,
which delivered 300,000 Bibles to
China last year.

Bao acknowledged that demand
for Bibles in China exceeds supply,
but he said Bibles smuggled to rural
areas are subject to confiscation,
while Bibles distributed by Amity
Press are not.

“Please stop endangering Chinese
Christians,” Bao pleaded. “Let us
work together to help them instead.”

Szanderna said Chinese believers
“are willing to pay the price” for
smuggled Bibles and that his organi-
zation would be reluctant to work
with the council. “We do not trust the
government church,” he said.

Although political
and religious
extremists have
committed human-
rights atrocities,
their behavior has
been abetted by
the passive
response from
Western nations,
according to a
report from Human
Rights Watch.
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by foreign govemments apparently secured




More Israeli Jews believing in Jesus as the Messiah

Continued from page 1
around the world.

The annual observance, held in
conjunction with the Jewish Feast of
Tabernacles, has more to do with civ-
ic pride than religion, since many
marchers are sponsored by local cor-
porations. But the Messianic Jewish
group was extremely conspicuous as
they marched along Jaffa Road. Led
by women wearing brightly spangled
costumes, they carried loudspeakers
broadcasting Christian music.

Most of the parade watchers paid
them no more attention than other
marching groups. But in several loca-
tions Orthodox Jews, clearly upset

| Jeh elvs See New openness to Chrst

that the Messianic Jews were there,
shouted angrily. Some approached

the marchers with hands raised as if

to strike out, but were calmed by po-
licemen.

Oddly, the
scene mirrors Isra-
el today. An esti-
mated 80 percent of
the  population
shuns Jewish Or-
thodoxy; only a rel-
atively small percentage of the peo-
ple are devoutly and actively reli-
gious.

But Orthodox Jews can be a fear-
some force, dedicated to rooting out

erusalem

overseas.

year!

ENTERPRISERS are Volunteer Missionaries!

Originally known as Baptist Young Women Enterprisers, this
volunteer missions option is open to all adult women, and will be a vital
part of Women on Mission. Service can be in the United States of

Kentucky’s first Enterprisers went to Birmingham, Alabama for
a week in July, 1994. From Rich Pond Baptist Church, Bowling Green,
they were led by Patience Fort, WMU director. The experience was so
meaningful to them, several are planning to be Enterprisers again this

If you are interested in serving through Vacation Bible School,
Backyard Bible clubs, week-long camps, Baptist center work, day camp,
survey work, sewing, clean up, recreation, resort or inner city ministry,
contact us. Your preparation needs to begin NOW!

For additional information, contact:

Kentucky WMU, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville KY 40253-0433

Jewish Christianity, which they abhor
as a heretical deviation.

When Narkis Street Baptist Con-
gregation in Jerusalem held an open
house during the
Feast of Taberna-
cles late in 1994,
about 30 Orthodox
Jews came to de-
bate church leaders
and tried to urge
visiting Jews to
leave. Many congregation members
responded by presenting their Chris-
tian testimonies.

“I was surprised at how much they
listened,” Southern Baptist represen-
tative Pat Hoaldridge said of the Or-

* ' thodox. Hesitant to discuss the limit-

ed response among “hard-core” Jews,
he admits finding ways to share the
gospel with people violently opposed
to it is a challenge.

“I try to create a situation where
Israelis will come and want to know
who we are,” he explained. “If we can
do that in a non-threatening way, then
the door is open. If you go to them,
you cause problems.”

Narkis Street Baptist Congrega-
tion has about 250 members in their
English-language, international con-
gregation, plus another 80 people
who worship in a Hebrew-language
congregation. A group of Russian
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immigrants also meets during the

" week with church leaders.

Aggressive evangelism efforts di-
rected at the Russian immigrants like-
ly would draw the ire of both Ortho-
dox Jews and the Israeli government.

“Narkis Street isn’t reaching out to the
Russians, yet some have come,” Hoald-
ridge said. “We include them and encour-
age them to learn Hebrew and get in-
volved with the people who have formed
the roots of the society here. If they don’t
learn Hebrew, they don’t get jobs and
don’t get integrated.”

Both Messianic Jews and those
who work with them remain cautious
because of the obvious dangers. They
have endured an assortment of attacks
and threats through the years.

In 1992, a youth group from the
Narkis Street congregation was at-
tacked by a gang in downtown Jerus-
alem. But the most destructive attack
occurred when unknown arsonists
burned down the church in October
1982. Rebuilding has been costly and
time-consuming.

AUTHORS WANTED

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of
all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve-
nile and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed.
Send for free 32-page illustrated booklet H-101
Vantage Press, 516 W 34 St., New York, NY 10001
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‘Beyond This Time’

“Beyond This Time” was the
theme of the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children endowment
campaign led by Dr. Eldred Taylor
in the mid 1980s. Its focus was on
the creation of resources for chil-
dren in the future.

I was reminded of this theme
during a visit with a donor recently.
He was in the hospital,

, recovering from serious
surgery. He is in his
nineties and his wife has
already gone home to be
with our Lord. The cou-
ple had no children and
chose to set up trusts so
that their estates will
help children in the care
of Kentucky Baptists.

As we talked and
prayed, the donor
shared how God had

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

doing well.

God has more work for him
here. Maybe it’s to share with oth-
ers the value of giving beyond your
own time.

Have you thought about what
will happen to the resources God
has given to you when you no long-
er need them? This would be an

ideal time to review
your plans. If you do not
have a will, please make
one. The state of Ken-
tucky has one for you,
but it will make no pro-
- visions for the special
things you may want to
do. If you have a will,
make sure that it is up to
date and does what you
want done.
After you take care
of loved ones and your

blessed them. He was so

happy that what God had given him
and his wife would be used beyond
their lifetimes to care for children
in need. God had not blessed them
physically with children; but
through their generous legacy, God
will bless them with literally hun-
dreds of spiritual children.

In a time when many are saying
you should take care of number
one, it was so refreshing to hear this
man express the sheer joy that this
gift has brought to him. I am happy
to report that he is back home and

obligations, please con-
sider leaving something to help
hurting children through Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children. It may
take the form of a special trust as
this donor and his wife established,
or as a bequest in your will. God
has been generous to you. Channel
his money to continued service be-
yond your time.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.
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Churches Warned to prevent infection in nurseries

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Child
care practices followed in the average
Southern Baptist church are not ade-
quate for the proper control of AIDS
and infectious diseases, a Baptist
child care expert said.

Wendy Dever, minister to pre-
schoolers and children at The Rock
Baptist Church in Rex, Ga., spoke to
a group of children’s leaders in a con-
ference sponsored by Southern Bap-
tist Woman’s Missionary Union.

“The church today is in trouble,”
Dever said. “If the state inspectors
came in and looked over our practic-
es, I’'m sorry, but I think there would
be a whole lot of church nurseries
closed down.”

If nursery workers love babies and
children and want to work with them,
they should follow standard proce-
dures every time, she said. There is no

room for just some of the time.

“If workers won’t follow the pro-
cedures, they should not be allowed
to work with little people,” Dever
said.

Dever listed the following as just a
few of the practices which should be
performed without fail in all church
children’s areas to help control dis-
ease:

B Wear gloves. Gloves should be
located in every room in the chil-
dren’s area of the church. A fresh pair
of gloves should be worn each time a
worker changes a diaper, cleans a cut
or scrape, changes a bandage or
cleans up after a child has vomited.
Gloves provide protection not only
for the worker but also for all the chil-
dren, she said.

I Dispose of diapers. Diapers
should be thrown away only after

they have been placed in a plastic bag
and the bag closed properly, she said.
The diaper changing surface should
be cleaned with a bleach/water solu-
tion after each diaper change. Babies’
hands also should be wiped clean dur-
ing the diaper change.

0l Clean up. All surfaces in the
room should be cleaned on a regular
schedule and with proper cleaning
materials—floors twice a day, beds
once a day, toys at least twice a day.

B Wash hands. Hands should be
washed often while working with
children, Dever said. Workers should
wash their hands before they enter the
children’s room, before and after
physical contact as often as possible,
after trips to the bathroom, after a
cough or sneeze, before handling any
food or drinks and after handling dia-
pers or contaminated items.

Recover from burnout instead of resigning,

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—
Should a music minister who is suf-
fering burnout change churches or re-
sign from the ministry?

Not necessarily; according to Kei-
th Smith, senior minister of Universi-
ty Baptist Church in Charlottesville,
Va. Smith recently led a seminar on
burnout for music ministers at
Ridgrecrest Baptist Conference Cen-
ter.

“Burnout usually leads to fall out,
but it doesn’t have to,” Smith said.
“Changing churches can’t solve the
problem. There will be a honeymoon
period if you move to a new church,
but after that you’re still the same
burned out person.”

Smith quoted church consultant
Lyle Schaller to say: “The war depart-
ment in the church is the music de-
partment. When you start messing
around with people’s hymnals, the
choir, and the music they sing, you
could be in for a battle.”

In times of conflict with church

Owenshoro motorcycle church draws bikers

Continued from page 3

invited each spring to the “Blessing of
the Bikes,” an unusual event at which
“we bless the bikers and talk to them
about salvation,” Powell said. “We
have a prayer for them while they’re
sitting on their motorcycles.”

During the Memorial Day poker
run for the homeless last year, bikers
drew a playing card at each of five
stops. They paid $1 for each card.

“We raised about $800 in a few
hours,” Powell said. Proceeds were
given to several families in need and
to area homeless shelters.

These practices—especially bap-
tizing in swimming pools and bless-
ing motorcycles—are the very rea-
sons some Kentucky preachers have
questioned Powell’s approach, and
indirectly, his doctrine.

These critics believe Powell has
gone too far—in his unorthodox tech-
niques and in his distance from other
Baptist churches. For example, some
question the authority of Powell’s
baptisms and criticize SOS for not
beginning as a mission sponsored by
an existing KBC church.

But Powell, a 1988 graduate of

members or other ministerial staff, a
minister may choose “fight or flight,”
Smith observed. '

“We can choose flight, to retreat
and lick our wounds,” he said. “Yet
sometimes we need to stay and
fight—not necessarily the deacons or
the choir—but sometimes an internal
fight to change ourselves.”

In some extreme situations, a job
change may be the only answer,
Smith said. “But usually, when you
burn out and your well runs dry, it is
not the time to leave the church or
leave the ministry. It’s better to stay
and recover from burnout.

“Then you can consider moving,
and the new church will have a re-
freshed minister. The most valuable
asset God has is you as a person,” he
said.

Drawing from authors John San-
ford and William Willimon, Smith
urged the ministers to realize voca-
tional ministry has several unique
characteristics that promote burnout:

Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College
in Mayfield, has a ready defense of
his doctrine: “I believe Jesus Christ is
the only way to heaven. I believe bap-
tism follows salvation. I believe
Christians should be a member of a
New Testament, Bible-believing
church, that they should tithe and be
soul-winners.” ~

Powell perseveres in his ministry,
despite some pastors who told him he
was “messing up” his ministry and
others who accused him of “stealing”
church members, he said.

Powell’s past has contributed sig-
nificantly to the ministry he now pro-
vides. He has been riding motorcycles
for 25 years and was a “patch holder”
in a secular bikers’ club for more than
two years. He often partied with bik-
ers to the neglect of his family.

His life took a dramatic turn in
1983, after he learned that a good bik-
er friend was dying of cancer.

“We sat around a campfire that
night and talked about death,” he said.
“Someone asked me what I would do
if I knew I was going to die.”

Powell shocked himself as well as
his friends when he heard himself

0 The job is never finished and the
minister often cannot tell if his work
is having any results. Smith said he
reached a point a few years ago where
he felt like the figure from Greek my-
thology who was consigned for eter-
nity to push a boulder up a hill, only
to have it roll down again, endlessly
repeating the cycle.

I The work is repetitive and some-
times boring. There is a sameness
about ministry from week to week
and year to year, as weekly schedules
and seasonal emphases are constantly
repeated.

0 The minister must deal constant-
ly with people’s expectations, which
is difficult because many churches are
diverse. As a result, multiple, and of-
ten conflicting, expectations are laid
upon the minister and his family.

“Do what is best for you and your
children,” he advised, “no matter
what others may think or say.”

I Ministers feel they must spend a
great deal of time in a public persona.

saying, “I’d get things right with the
Lord.”

Several weeks later, Powell and
his family attended Wednesday
evening church services at Airline
Baptist Church near their home in
Henderson. Powell gave his life to the
Lord.

“It changed me,” he said. “I tried
to conform to the way everybody else
was. I sold my bike, cut my hair and
got rid of my leathers.”

By 1985, Powell had begun
preaching. He entered Mid-Continent
Bible College and accepted a call
from a nearby church as pastor.

Revival invitations followed, and
in 1992, he was invited to share his

story at the KBC evangelism confer-

ence. However, Powell struggled
with the type of reception other pas-
tors gave him, especially during that
conference.

“I feel like sometimes people used
me because of my testimony of being
an outlaw biker who got saved,” he
said. “I felt like their trophy at times.”

Powell became indignant: “I won-
dered how many other bikers those
(church leaders) had won to Jesus

I Mark food and bottles. Chil-
dren’s food and bottles should be
clearly marked and only given when
following instructions by parents,
Dever said. “Never send home dirty
bottles and dishes. The message
you’ll send home is that this child is
not important to us.”

Exceptional child care impacts all
areas of the church, Dever said.
“When young families come to your
church, they don’t want to go down
to the young adult department and see
what’s going on. They want to go to
the children’s area and meet the peo-
ple who are going to be loving their
children.” ‘

One way children’s workers can
show their care is by providing an
environment where everything that
can be done to eliminate and contain
disease is done, she said.

minister says

Smith told of a ministerial colleague
who was told by a search committee
he could not wear shorts if called to
that church.

* Il Ministers may become exhaust-
ed by failure, and the minister and the
church are not valued by surrounding
culture.

B The minister must work with the
same people year in and year out, lis-
tening to the same complaints from
people who are volunteers. “They
know they don’t have to be there,”
Smith noted, “and at the slightest
problem, they’re often gone.”

I Ministers work with people in
need, so there’s a drain of personal
energy because of ministries such as
marriage counseling and grief coun-
seling.

§ Many clergy are ill-prepared

both professionally and personally for .

the kinds of challenges they face in
ministry. Smith urged the ministers to
find help and training in areas of pro-
fessional incompetence.

" Eg s
and critics
since me.”

“Then God spoke to my heart right

there on that pew,” Powell continued.
“He said, ‘Jim, how many bikers have

you won to Jesus since you got:

saved?’ That brought me under con-
viction.”

Powell said he realized then that
God saved him to be Jim Powell, not
to conform to what others determined
was proper.

That’s when Powell began to de-
velop a vision for ministering to bik-
ers. “With a ‘who better than me’ atti-
tude, he let his hair grow back out and
bought another bike.

Although not respected by some
Kentucky Baptists, Powell has won
the respect of the biking culture: “Just
about every biker in this town, wheth-
er they come to this church or not, has
made me their pastor,” he said. “I do
their weddings and funerals.

“My brothers who pastor First
Baptist_churches are going to win
people to Jesus that I cannot win be-
cause of my appearance,” he contin-
ued. “But I ask them to realize that
I’'m winning people to the Lord that
they’ll never win.

How accessible is
your church?

If you had an accident
this week that put you in
a wheelchair, would you
be able to get into your
church next Sunday?

A new brochure
available from the
Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board helps
churches evaluate the
accessibility of their
buildings to people with
disabilities. And Pamela
Thrift, Kentucky Baptist
Convention consultant
on special needs
ministries, hopes every
Kentucky Baptist church
will take the two-page
test.

The HMB brochure
evaluates a church’s
accessibility in nine
areas: parking, entrances
and exits, walkways,
ramps, doors, rest
rooms, multi-story
buildings, water
fountains and worship
space.

More than 36 million
people in the United
States suffer some form
of disability that could
limit their access to
many church buildings,
the brochure states.
These people include
children born with
disabilities, adults who
have developed
debilitating diseases or
had disabling accidents
and older people with
decreased mobility.

Items in the survey,
for example, ask if
handicapped parking
spaces are more than 12
feet wide, if walkways
are at least 48 inches
wide, if doors are at least
32 inches wide and if
there is any space in the
sanctuary for
wheelchair-bouind people
to sit.

For copies of the
brochure, called “How
Accessible is Your
Church?,” call the HMB’s
customer service center
at (800) 634-2462. For
information on ministry
to people with special
needs, contact Thrift at
the KBC.
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

By their 13th birthday,
97 percent of American
teenagers have at least a
working knowledge of a
computer, according to
the Gallup Youth Survey.
Also, 64 percent of
today’s teenagers have at
some time used a
cellular telephone. Nearly
60 percent of teens
report having instructed
their parents in the use
of a calculator,
computer, telephone
answering machine,
cellular phone or fax
machine.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B ASHLAND—Fairview Church
called Michael Rice as pastor. He
previously was associate pastor at
Unity Church.

B CADIZ—Canton Church called
Paul Cannon as pastor. He previous-
ly was pastor of Emmanuel Church at
Marion.

B FISHERVILLE—Green Hills
Church ordained Bruce Bentley and
Jenny Coulter as deacons Jan. 8.

B FRANKFORT—Calvary Church
recently called Allen Baker as minis-
ter of youth. Baker is a student at Ken-
tucky State University. Also, Joy
Morgan was called as director of
children’s ministries. She began her
new ministry Jan. 1.

B GOSHEN—Liberty Church called
Drew Smith of Arkansas as pastor.
He is a student at Southern Seminary.
B LEXINGTON—Immanuel
Church will honor Pastor Ted Sisk

Continued from page 1
Time, and more are scheduled. South-
ern Living will carry another Baptist
ad in its February issue, and Time will
carry more in its Jan. 23, Feb. 6, Feb.
20 and March 6 issues. The ads also
will appear in the February and March
issues of McCalls.

National radio time also has been
secured on four syndicated programs:
Bruce Williams, a conservative talk

and wife, Ginny; on his 25th anniver-
sary as pastor, with an open house in
the fellowship hall 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Jan. 21. A mini-concert in his honor
will be at 6 p.m. Friends are welcome
to attend.

B LOUISVILLE—Walnut Street
Church declared Jan. 15 as Margaret
Gibson Day. Gibson has been a
member 61 years, and has for the past
35 years been responsible each week
for the flowers in the sanctuary. Mar-
Jjorie Davis will now assume that re-
sponsibility.

B MILTON—Corn Creek Church
called Bill Jackson as interim pastor.
B OWENSBORO—First Church or-
dained Mike Baird and Alan Walter
as deacons Jan. 8.

B SOMERSET—New Enterprise
Church ordained Joseph Richards IT
and William Mounce as deacons.
Curtis Keith is pastor.

show; the Best of Bruce, a weekend
version of the same show; MTV
News; and Casey Casem s Biggest
Hits.

The KBC has purchased addition-
al exposure across the state, including
the February, March, April and May
issues of Kentucky Living magazine

and the March-April issue of All

Around Kentucky magazine.
Radio ads will be heard statewide

Leslie Hughes Jr.

Franklin Callaway
Ph.D. M.Div.
Louisville Benham
New Orleans Southwestern

Bill Patterson

Sherry Taylor

D.Min. M.A.R.E.
Henderson Williamsburg
Southwestern Southwestern

Fall seminary graduates

i <
David Etter Daniel Crocker
D.M.A. MA.R.E.
Williamsburg Lexington
Southwestern Southwestern

Sherian Aldridge

Ronnie Aldridge
A.Div. A.Div.
Shelbyville Shelbyville
Southeastern Southeastern

over the PrimeLine radio network and
Kentucky Radio Network beginning
Jan. 23.

Print ads will appear in the Ash-
land Independent, Bowling Green
Daily News, Kentucky Post, Owens-
boro Messenger-Inquirer and Pad-
ucah Sun.

Television ads will run on broad—

cast stations based in Louisville, Lex- -

ington, Bowling Green and Paducah.

Baptists blanketing state with ‘Here’s Hope’ media message

Cable TV ads—generally on ESPN,
CNN and TNT—will run on systems
in Western Kentucky, Northern Ken-
tucky and Eastern Kentucky.

The same advertising materials are
available for use in church-sponsored
ads to reach specific communities.
For information, call Jaggers at (502)

-245-4101: or the Home: Mission
“Board’s customer service center at

(800) 634-2462.

Still under construction

1994 saw the completion of several major con-
struction projects on our campus.
In October we began using our new waste

water treatment plant that has three times the ca-.

pacity of the previous one. The old site was be-
tween the Larry and Linda Gritton Gym and the
Chester Sparks building. Students, staff and visi-
tors had to walk right past it on their way to the
cafeteria. The sewer’s new location takes the
sights and smells far away from our routes!

We are also now using Campbell Hall, named
for Hiram and Curtis Campbell of
Hamilton, Ohio, who have donated
electrical work to our school. Each
year we receive thousands of donated
items, but we have not had adequate
space for storage. Last year we re-
ceived donated items worth nearly
$250,000.00. Campbell Hall will pro-
vide 9,000 square feet of storage,
where these things can be kept clean
and dry until they are needed. This
new facility will also be used as an area
to wash our buses and vans. A third
use of Campbell Hall will be storage

THIS IS
ONEIDA

'W.F. Underwood

porch that stretches the width of the building.

The farm’s new swine complex, our new
campground and these three projects have all
been paid for as they have been built.

OBI has had a new construction department
for the past 10 years. John Ohe heads this area,
assisted by Tom Holmes. Ohe is a carpenter by
trade, and Holmes is a master cabinet maker.

Some of our buildings have been constructed
by our own staff. Others have been done by out-
side contractors. The deciding factor is generally
the amount of time it will take to com-
plete the project. Many times we use a
combination of paid and volunteer la-
bor. Even when outside workers do the
job, Ohe oversees the project.

Rush and Campbell halls have been
built by combining OBI labor with
outside help. Barkley Moore and John
Smith, drafting teacher, worked to-
gether on the initial design before turn-
ing it over to an architect. Ohe super-
vised the contracted workers in con-
struction and plumbing. Hiram Camp-
bell is doing the electrical work in

of work program supplies.

Our campus ministry/counseling department is
excited about the near-completion of Rush Hall,
named for Denvis Rush, chairman of our board
of trustees. Our business department has moved
to the top level of this new building. The second
level will be the Martha Bain Rice Campus Min-
istry/Visitor Center, named for a teacher at Onei-
da from 1950-1964. She was responsibile for
starting our BSU in 1950, which was the first of
its kind on a high school campus. It houses a
counseling office and two counseling rooms, as
well as a large room that will double as a Baptist
Student Union site and a visitors’ center. One of
the most attractive features of Rush Hall is a front

Rush Hall and in the building that
bears his name.

We save thousands of dollars each year be-
cause of the work we are able to do through Ohe,
Holmes and many wonderful volunteers.

What’s next in construction at Oneida? As
soon as our trash compound is relocated, plans
will be underway for a new daycare. In the mean-

time, Ohe and Holmes have plenty of odd jobs to

keep them busy—blacktoppmg, bridge repairs
and much more.

Written by Denise Spéncer, publications, and W.F.
“Bud” Underwood, president of Oneida Baptist Insti-
tute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

11 things to remember

A brochure distributed by Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children
cites 11 things to remember if you
plan to remember us in your will:

1. Remember, it does require a
will. Over half of adult Americans
die without having a will. Most
probably plan to, but just put it off
too long. So, get the will written, and
do it soon.

2. Remember to consult an at-
torney. The cost usually
is low. One of our larg-
est estate gifts this year
came from a basic, two-
page document drafted
by an attorney.

3. Remember to up-
date your will regular-
ly. Life is full of chang-
es, and an old will is of-
ten as bad as no will at
all. Robert Kennedy’s
will was 15 years old
when he died—he had

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

'Bill Whittaker

commitments. Many people tithe
their estate.

7. Remember to keep it flexi-
ble. It is better to keep your gift flex-
ible and leave the details to the good
judgment of future leaders. Gener-
ally, more restrictive gifts are less
helpful.

8. Remember that property
gifts are welcome too.

9. Remember to name the final
beneficiaries. After you
have listed all the people
you want to remember,
decide who would re-
ceive your estate if none
of them were still alive.
The work of Christ will
be around after your
friends are gone.

10. Remember to
tell us your plans. Sur-
prises are nice, but it is
better for us to know. We
can make you aware of

named his brother John
as executor.

4. Remember to name an alter-
nate executor. A good idea because
your executor may die, move away,
become ill or be too involved with
other business to serve. Someone
younger than you is not always the
best choice for an executor. Many
wills stipulate a bank trust depart-
ment as the executor.

5. Remember that some states
limit charitable giving.

6. Remember tithing. Your will
is the last testimony of your spiritual

specific needs or a par-
ticular way to memorialize your gift.

11. Remember to use our
proper legal name.

A final Word: Making your will
is the primary task. If you don’t re-
member that—and do it, there is no
point in remembering the other 10
things. .

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Seminarian is a friend of Jesus—and of Barney

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)—
Dan Merrell is learning much about
ministry as a student at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, but he
says Barney the purple dinosaur has
taught him an important ministry les-
son as well.

In addition to being a part-time
master of divinity student at South-
western, Merrell works full time as
director of marketing for the home
video division of the Lyons Group,
producer of Barney. He also works
with Lyons’ toy division in market-
ing Barney dolls and related products.

Merrell said his work as Barney’s
most avid promoter has heightened
his sensitivity to reaching the secular
world with the gospel. Just as Barney
attracts children to a wholesome mes-
sage, so the church must strive to at-

tract people to the message of Jesus,-

he suggested.

“There seems to be a new sense in
Christendom that we are going to
have to go-out and get these people,”
he said. “For every 12 or 15 members
in my singles class at church, there are
thousands of people who aren’t com-
ing.”

Since coming to Lyons in April
1993, Merrell has designed covers
and arranged advertising promotions
for six Barney videos, 8 million cop-
ies of which have sold nationwide. He

Raised in a mobster’s family,

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

HENDERSON, Nev. (BP)—Pas-
tor Rene Houle may have the most
vivid sermon illustrations in the state.

As the son of a former mob mem-
ber, Houle is never at a loss to explain
God’s grace.

“God’s unconditional love is re-
markable,” said Houle, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Henderson, Nev.
“His love doesn’t start after salvation.
It starts before we are ever created.”

Houle praises God for both protec-
tion from his dad’s enemies and the
gang fights and shootings that oc-
curred in the rough neighborhood
where he grew up.

“I look back and see how God’s
hand was in my life,” he said. “He
was my father even when I was lost.”

Houle describes himself as a

also has taken a lead role in develop-
ing and marketing Barney toys.

One of his best-sellers has been the
soft, cuddly Barney doll that plays the
fun-loving character’s trademark
song, “I love you. You love me.
We're a happy family ...” when its
palm is squeezed.

“I’m totally at peace with myself
spiritually about my work,” Merrell
said. “I'have no problem standing be-
hind the products as a Christian.

“I know some Christians have at-
tacked Barney, but if anyone takes the
time to watch the show they’1l realize
there’s no evil or New Age intent,” he
said.

What Barney’s popularity sadly
says about American society is that
“something like this has to bring
home the value of love to families
when the Christians should be doing
that,” Merrell added.

“The thing that Barney stands for
is to let kids just be kids. Don’t intro-
duce them to violence. Don’t intro-
duce them to sexual education. Don’t
make them older than they’re sup-
posed to be.”

After graduating from Baylor Uni-
versity in Waco, Texas, with a com-
munications degree, Merrell moved
to Dallas and began part-time work in
a video store. The job allowed him to
gain some skills in marketing and pur-

“curb-kid,” being dropped off every
Sunday at church. “I had a knowledge
of who God was and the essentials for
salvation, but no one ever explained
the difference between knowing

‘about God and receiving him as your

Savior.”

His father, a Vietnam war veteran,
got involved with the mob through a
transportation union, Houle said. “My
dad was hired to take care of the
scabs,” he said, referring to workers
hired during a union strike.

His father also was involved in
pimping, drug sales. and “heavy
work.”

“If you owed me money and you -

hadn’t paid it, he’d be the guy who
would get the money or break your
legs,” Houle said. “He could proba-
bly tell you where bodies are buried
all over this town.” ,

“He had a pretty wild way of life,”

chasing of videos, and eventually he
was promoted to marketing director
for the 17-store Dallas chain.

Later, he moved into video distri-
bution for the fifth largest distribution
company in the country. He was pro-
moted to vice president of marketing
and purchasing and was responsible
for an $8 million inventory and the
purchase of $100 million to $200 mil-
lion worth of films from Hollywood
per month.

But something was changing in his
life. He felt a call to attend seminary
and began evaluating his job.

“As I began to get more sensitive
spiritually, I began to realize that
about 80 percent of what Hollywood
was sending out was something I
couldn’t live with as a Christian,”

Merrell said. “I had to market these .

movies and then leave work, sit down
in a chair in class and listen to prayer
requests. I started to feel a whole lot
like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”

A friend working for the Lyons
Group approached him about a mar-
keting job. Merrell took the opportu-
nity, although it meant a pay cut. At
the time, Lyons was excited about
Barney as its newest children’s enter-
tainer. Several years later, the Dallas-
based company is the third-largest
supplier of children’s videotapes in
the country.

pastor knows God’s grace

Houle said, referring to his father’s
temper and lifestyle.

“If somebody flashed their brights
at him, he would get out and smash
their headlights out with a baseball
bat,” he said.

Another sign of God’s presence,
Houle said, is that neither he nor his
siblings got involved in drugs. He said
his father’s work was disrupted when
leaders of the two families he worked
for were killed.

Meanwhile, Houle became a
Christian in high school and was
called to preach shortly before he
planned to enter the military.

One summer while in college, he
witnessed to his father. Despite initial
objections, his father eventually made
a profession of faith, Houle said. “His
basic thing was, ‘How could God for-
give me when I can’t even forgive
myself?’”

Although his father now owns a
painting company, he still has occa-
sional contacts from the past.

“Every once in a while he gets a
call to do something. He tells me he
tells them he’s not interested,” Houle
said. “There’s that fear in his mind of
who might be out there to hurt him.”

Houle, who has ministered in Ore-

gon and Florida, returned to Nevada
in 1993. Since his arrival at First Bap-
tist, the church has grown in atten-
dance from about 25 to more than 100.

“We’ve had 300 saved in the past
year,” he said, adding the church had
101 baptisms last year—the second
highest in the state.

The credit for this success must go
to God, he said. “T want people to un-
derstand no matter what their back-
ground or family life is like, when and
if they turn their lives over to the
Lord, God can use that for his glory.”

Ministry logs 600th car loaned to furloughing missionaries

By Mark Kelly
SBC Foreign Mission Board

HOUSTON (BP)—A Southern
Baptist group organized to meet a
pressing transportation need of fur-
loughing missionaries has assisted its
600th family.

The Macedonian Call Foundation
was organized in 1979 to provide au-
tomobiles for Southern Baptist for-
eign missionaries on furlough, ac-
cording to one of the group’s
founders, Harvey Kneisel of Houston.
Missionary Don Phelps became the
group’s 600th beneficiary when he
accepted the keys to a 1981 Oldsmo-
bile 98 this fall in Houston.

“We thank the Lord for Mace-
donian Call,” said Phelps, who serves

with his wife, Linda, and four daugh-
ters as a church planter in the Philip-
pines. “On a short-term basis these
cars meet a vital need for furloughing
missionaries.”

Missionaries in the United States
on furlough need dependable trans-
portation for the extensive travel of-
ten involved in their speaking sched-
ules, Phelps said. Yet most mission-
aries can’t afford to buy a car and then
resell it at a loss a few months later
when they return to the field.

“Macedonian Call takes a lot of
worry off the missionary,” he said.
“The cars help us spread the message
about the work the Lord is doing all
over the world. It’s not only a vehicle
for travel, but it’s also a vehicle for
missions encouragement and sup-

port.”

The car Phelps received was do-
nated by Jim and Norma Pickett, who
for 10 years have been members at
First Baptist Church of Houston,
where Kneisel, the foundation presi-
dent, is minister of missions.

Kneisel and two friends, Jack Ed-
wards of Tupelo, Miss., and Lane
McCartney of Montgomery, Texas,
organized the foundation in 1979
when Kneisel was pastor of Oak
Ridge Baptist Church in Houston.

The group receives cars, repairs
them and licenses them before turn-
ing them over to missionaries, who
are responsible for insuring and main-
taining them, said Kneisel, formerly a
Southern Baptist missionary in Guy-
ana and India.

Missionaries return the cars to the
group when they go back to their
fields of service. Serviceable cars are
reassigned to other furloughing mis-
sionaries.

Some of the cars serve several
missionaries before being retired,
Kneisel said. One such automobile, a
Chevrolet Caprice, was donated with
32,000 miles on the odometer. Five
missionaries have used the car, and it
is still going strong, he said.

Macedonian Call Foundation
serves a five-state area—Texas, Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and
New Mexico—Kneisel said. A Bap-
tist Men’s group in Georgia operates
a similar project under the same
name, and Kneisel hopes other groups
also will adopt the idea.
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FRIEND OF BARNEY Dan
Merrell, a night student at
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, works by
oay as a marketing execu-
tive with the Lyons Group,
creators of Barney. (BP
photo by Morris Abernathy)
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For some people, inner peace is the most elusive thing on earth. But for millions of others, it
comes naturally from knowing God. il
The God we worship never promised to make life a bed of roses. He doesn't  ———
deliver us from the strugglfes we all have to face. But He gives us the inner peace  mmmm—m—m—mm—
and strength to endure them. And eventually triumph over them. L =
~ That's why we're invitinF you to join us in worship. To get to know God. And

experience the peace that only He can give firsthand. It can change your life.
Wherever your search for peace has taken you

in the past, there's hope for the future, because Jesus Here’s H ‘ eO
cares for you. ‘ | |

Amessage df life from Southern Baptists.
® A national revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Board
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