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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
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Structure study

A committee charged
with recommending
possible changes in the
structure of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s
agencies and institutions
has completed its work
and will make

- recommendations Feb.
20. See page 2.

Special delivery

A team of Kentuckians
has returned from
Russia, where they
delivered Christmas gift
bags for children
provided by Kentucky
Baptists. See page 3.

Family Forum

My wife is more private
in her faith than | would
like us to be with one
another. How could we
share more of our
spiritual lives with one
another? See page 4.

Editorial

Do everybody a favor
and help kill these
rumors. See page 5.

Here’s Hope

Is there any hope in a
troubled world like ours?
See page 8.

Growth ideas

Sunday school growth
consultant Neil Jackson
toured Kentucky earlier
this month with a
message of hope for
smaller churches.

See page 13.
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Religious publishing’s success turns pages & heads

By Tim Palmer
Missouri Word & Way

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)—

Read any good religious books late--

ly?

If your answer is no, it’s not for
lack of titles to choose from and it’s
probably not for lack of places to
buy them. America’s $2-billion-a-
year religious publishing industry is
growing at warp speed.

“It’s one of the hottest genres in
publishing,” according to longtime
industry observer Phyllis Tickle, re-
ligion editor for Publishers Weekly.

The statistics back up Tickle’s
claim. From August 1993 to August
1994, sales volume for religious
books rose by 87.2 percent, accord-
ing to the Association of American

Publishers.
“That kind of growth will get
anybody’s attention,” Tickle noted.
She said a conservative estimate is
that religion accounts for 8 percent
of "American
publishing.
Broadman
& Holman, the
trade publish-
ing arm of the
Southern Bap-

tist -~ Sunday
School Board,
has been
among those
riding the
boom, accord-
ing to Vicki

Crumpton, acquisitions and devel-
opment editor.

SING ALONG Children sing happily in a Baptist church in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Churches are organizing throughout the long-
troubled land, where the communist Khmer Rouge once tried to destroy religion. Christians still make up a tiny fraction of

Why so much interest in books
about religion?

Tickle points to a number of fac-
tors, including a breakdown in trust
of authority and institutions after the
Vietnam War.
Religious seek-
ers turned to
what they be-
lieved they
could trust—
their own expe-
rience, she said.

“What we
used to take into
the pastor’s
study, we’re
now taking into
the book store,”
said Tickle, who started calling
books “the portable pastor” in the

Cambodia’s 8.5 million people, who are predominantly Buddhist. Christian workers estimate Cambodia now may have from 10,000
to 20,000 evangelicals and perhaps 30,000 Roman Catholics. (BP photo by Warren Johnson)

Some childcare offices relocating downtown

LOUISVILLE—The pregnancy
counseling, adoption and foster care
programs of Kentucky Baptist

Homes for Children soon will be’

housed in new offices in downtown
Louisville, thanks to the donation of
a Baptist group.

" East Baptist Ministries is donat-
ing use of the building at 809 E.
Chestnut for several Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children programs,
including First Step Pregnancy
Counseling and Adoption Service,
the family foster care program and
the family service division’s adminis-
trative offices.

Renovation of the building was
provided by Baptist Builders, sup-
ported by volunteers from area
churches and children from Spring
Meadows and Glen Dale children’s
homes. A move-in date is set for ear-
ly February.

The programs to occupy the new

building currently are housed in the
central administrative office of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children on
the far eastern edge of Louisville.
That office building is overflowing
with workers, due to the agency’s
major expansions in services in re-
cent years.

“The donation of the use of this
building really has been an answer
to prayer,” said Larry Owens, fami-
ly services director. “We have been
expanding our services to meet the
needs of more children but literally
had no more space to put workers.
Our newest foster care worker has
been working out of his home and
car since the f:

Volunteer workers on the renova-
tion came from Sligo Baptist Church
in Sligo, Westport Road Baptist
Church in Louisville, Westport Bap-
tist Church in Westport, Centerfield
Baptist Church in Centerfield and St.

Matthews Baptist Church in Louis-
ville.

Additional volunteers are needed
to complete the renovation. For in-
formation, call Kathey Sanders at
(502) 245-2101 or (800) 456-1386.

NEW SPACE Several programs of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children will be
housed in this building in downtown Lou-
isville.

1980s.
She offered as her “proof text”
James Dobson’s “When God

Doesn’t Make Sense,” which won
this year’s Evangelical Christian
Publishers Book of the Year Award
and had sold 600,000 copies by mid-
1994.

Christian authors such as Dob-
son, Chuck Swindoll, Max Lucado
and Charles Colson can take on a
pastoral/counseling role through the
“soft” medium of books, Tickle not-
ed.

As baby boomers have returned
to the church in the 1990s, they have
continued to read religious books,
Tickle said. “Often the pastors are
handing them to them.”

Crumpton said the portability of
0 See Religious publishing ..., page 6




BAPTISTS

Some
denominational
leaders have said
the SBC needs to
streamline its
operations and
reduce the number
- of agencies and
institutions it
supports.

Committee to recommend changes ‘in SBC structures

NASHVILLE—A study commit-
tee which could recommend a major
reconfiguration of Southern Baptist
Convention agencies and institutions
has completed its work and will re-
port to the SBC Executive Commit-
tee Feb. 20.

The seven-member “program and
structure” committee announced Jan.
27 it has reached a unanimous recom-
mendation, which will remain secret
until the Feb. 20 presentation.

The study committee was appoint-
ed by the chairman of the Executive
Committee in September 1993 in re-
sponse to a motion referred from the
1993 SBC annual meeting. That mo-
tion was made by C.B. Hogue, now-
retired executive director of the Cali-
fornia Southern Baptist Convention.

At the time, Hogue said the com-

mittee was needed to “study the pro-
gram statements of SBC agencies and
institutions and evaluate existing
structures which are required to effec-
tively implement such programs.”

Some denominational leaders
have said the SBC needs to stream-
line its operations and reduce the
number of agencies and institutions it
supports. One of the most frequently
suggested changes would merge sev-
eral smaller commissions—such as
the Historical Commission, Educa-
tion Commission and Stewardship
Commission—into the Executive
Committee. All three of these com-
missions currently are housed in the
same building as the Executive Com-
mittee in Nashville, but operate with
separate administrations and trustee
boards.

Southeastern Seminary sells

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP)—
Trustees of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary voted Jan. 4 to
sell off 45 acres of wooded property
near the seminary campus in Wake
Forest, N.C., to an Atlanta-based de-
veloper that plans to build a shopping
center on the site.

Neither seminary officials nor the
developer would- disclose the pur-
chase price. The Raleigh News &
Observer quoted sources familiar
with the transaction as saying it will
total about $7 million. :

Seminary spokesman Greg Kingry

_said it would be “inappropriate” for
-| the seminary to reveal the sale price

because doing so might affect negoti-
ations with potential buyers of other
seminary-owned parcels.

The sale grew out of a land-use
master plan approved by trustees last
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October. The plan calls for develop-
ing retail, office, industrial and resi-
dential parcels on sections of the 300
undeveloped acres owned by the sem-
inary. The plan calls for selling off
about 200 acres of land, leaving a
buffer around the 25-acre campus.
Several trustees were reluctant to
support the plan, but the 26 trustees
summoned to a special meeting held
behind closed doors unanimously ap-
proved the sale, said Paul Fletcher, the
seminary’s vice president for internal

‘affairs.

The buyer was Baita International
Inc., a fast-growing shopping center
developer that plans to develop a
200,000-square-foot shopping center
on the land, which sits adjacent to
U.S. Highway 1, about a mile from
the seminary’s campus. It would be
one of the largest shopping centers in

A more radical idea reportedly at
least considered by the study commit-
tee would merge the Home Mission
Board and Foreign Mission Board
into one mission agency.

But for now, the study committee
isn’t saying which, if any, of these
ideas it will recommend.

If the study committee’s recom-
mendations are approved by the Ex-
ecutive Committee in February, they
will be recommended to messengers
at the SBC annual meeting in Atlanta
in June.

Any constitutional changes would
require a two-thirds vote at two con-
secutive annual meetings. Bylaw
changes do not require two consecu-
tive votes and therefore could be en-
acted at the Atlanta meeting, with the
exception of changes to bylaw 15,

which lists the agencies, institutions,
commissions and auxiliary of the con-
vention. Bylaw 15 can be changed by
a simple majority vote at two consec-
utive annual meetings.

Members of the study committee
are Mark Brister, pastor of Broad-
moor Baptist Church in Shreveport,
La., chairman; Ronnie Floyd, pastor
of First Baptist Church of Springdale,
Ark.; William Hall, investments ad-
viser from San Clemente, Calif.; Rob-
ert Sorrell, associate pastor of Belle-
vue Baptist Church in Memphis,
Tenn.; Rex Terry, attorney from Fort
Smith, Ark.; Greg Horton, corporate
executive from Simpsonville, S.C.;
and Al Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville.

Based on a Baptist Press report

part of Wake Forest campus

the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill
area.

Kingry said a report in the News
& Observer that proceeds of the sale
will go either into endowment funds
or “to pay for a $20 million expan-
sion of the school” is inaccurate.
While an expansion project was one
suggestion offered for possible uses
of proceeds, “there is no plan on the
books for us to do a $20 million ex-
pansion,” he said.

Kingry said “nothing has been de-
termined” about where proceeds from
the sale will go. “The sale has not
been completed. We think it would be
inappropriate for us to designate
funds when we have not received any
proceeds,” he said.

In the last two or three years, the
seminary has been on the rebound
from a financial crisis precipitated by

the mass resignation of President
Randall Lolley and other administra-
tors in 1987. Lolley had been in con-
flict with a new conservative majority
on his board who wanted to change
the way faculty members were select-
ed.

In the aftermath of Lolley’s resig-
nation, student enrollment plummet-
ted and fund-raising efforts faltered.
To help Southeastern, the other five
Southern Baptist Convention semi-
naries agreed to change the SBC’s
seminary funding formula to give
Southeastern a temporary boost.

With the arrival of Paige Patterson
as seminary president in 1992, student
enrollment and finances began to im-
prove. However, the special SBC sub-
sidy ended last year, leaving a signif-
icant funding challenge for current
administrators.

e

.

“Where is this amazing Grace you guys
are always singing about?”




KENTUGKY

Conco named

vice president at

Camphbelisville

CAMPBELLSVILLE—

Paul Conco has been named ex-
ecutive vice president of Camp-
bellsville College, replacing
Ron Ellis who left last fall to
become prcmdent of Cahforma .

Baptist College.

Conco las
the doctor of
- in educational administration

('D.

~ from the University of South
_ Carolina. From 1990 to 1993,

he was president of Johnson and

Wales Umversxty in Charlesl;on, .

S C

Pre31dent Ken Wmters sald'. .
Conco “brings with him a wide
range of professional experienc-

.. which will further enhance
. our “efforts at becommg one of
the state’s and region’s fore-
. most Chnstlan pnvate colleg-'f‘

99

€s.

As pre51dent of Johnson and»?
Wales, Conco led the school to
grow from 450 students tol, 100 -'

in three years.

Before be gmmng his educa-
tional career in 1986, Conco»g
- was a food service executive.

In addition to his recently
‘completed doctorate, he holds

the bachlor of science degree in
. business and public administra-
tion from Central - Michigan
University and the bachelor of
science degree from Southem\

- Illinois University.

Conco’s wife, Dlana is a’

registered nurse who has served
as an assistant professor at the

. Medical University of South
Carolina. The Concos have

three children and have been
members of East Cooper Bap-
tist Church in Charleston.

year completed"’:.
philosophy degree

Team delivers Christmas gifts in Russia

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

The latest team of Kentucky Bap-
tists on mission in Russia didn’t con-
struct church buildings, conduct med-
ical exams or teach in the pastor’s
school. These 12 missions volunteers
helped distribute 15,000 Christmas
gift bags to children.

The gifts, which included personal
items and small toys, had been col-
lected by Kentucky Baptists and
shipped to Moscow last October.
The distribution team left Kentucky
Dec. 29 hoping to arrive in Russia at
the same time the gifts did and help
churches give them to children.

Most Baptists in Russia follow
the Russian Orthodox Church’s cus-
tom of celebrating Christmas Jan. 7.

The volunteers represented the fi-
nal step in a project that began a year
ago in the minds of Kentucky Bap-
tist Brotherhood and Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union leaders.

“A year ago, we had a team of 10
that went to St. Petersburg ... to help
distribute gifts prepared by First
Baptist Church in Jackson, Miss.,”
explained Calvin Wilkins, KBC
partnership missions coordinator.

Two of those volunteers—Bren-
da Price of the Kentucky -WMU of-
fice and Bob Simpkins of the state’s
Brotherhood department—brain-
stormed about the possibility of
Kentucky churches- preparing gifts
for  the ~ upcoming ' Christmas,
Wilkins said.

The partnership missions office
endorsed the idea and ordered
15,000 plastic bags imprinted with
the Kentucky-Russia partnership
logo and the words “God loves you”
and “Happy New Year.” Brightly-
colored Frisbee-style disks with the
same message also were ordered.

Church mission groups, Sunday
school classes or entire churches col-
lected other items to fill each bag

with candy, toothpaste, a comb, a T-
shirt, socks, pencils, pencil sharpen-
€r, crayons or pens, a note pad and a
handkerchief. Oral-B, makers of
dental products, donated children’s
toothbrushes.

Each participating church donat-
ed $2 per bag for the purchase of a
Russian-language New Testament
for each child.

“The Brotherhood department
rounded up the bags from various
collection sites
around the state,” =
Wilkins said. They (&% ir‘
were boxed, weighed, -
strapped, labeled and
placed on a truck for
Pennsylvania.

But as is often the
case with mission
trips, volunteers on
the distribution team
were required to be
flexible. The gifts
didn’t arrive until a week after the
Kentuckians were in Russia.

A trucking strike and difficulties
getting through customs contributed
to the delay, Wilkins explained. But
volunteers “accepted the changes in .
a good spirit,” he added.

“We did church visitation, ... and
worked with Central Baptist Church
in Moscow,” Simpkins said. “We
also dld a lot of team-building activ-
ities.”

Once the glfts arrived, a ﬂurry of
activity - followed, noted Brenda
Price of Kentucky WMU.

Some of the bags went to Sunday
school children at Central Baptist
Church and other area churches.
Others were given to homeless chil-
dren and to children in rehabilitation

_centers.

“The Russian Baptists were very
impressed with the quality of the
contents of the bags,” Price said.
“They made the comment that the
items could really be used, and that

BLUEGRASS BURGOO
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KENTUCKY / RUSSIA
BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP

the bags were well—prepared i

One of the team’s most striking
experiences occurred on the last day,
when they visited a women’s prison.

Inmates’ children under age 3 are
cared for in a separate building on
the prison compound. The team led
a worship service for the women and
distributed Christmas bags to the
children.

The service, which about 45
women attended was especially
memorable to Price,
she said, “because I
shared my faith with
those people.” After
the service, several
women sought out
members of the team
to talk with them
through interpreters.

“You just have to
depend on God to
work through you, to
give you the words to
say to touch someone’s heart,” Price
said.

This unique partnership effort also
was significant for Kentuckians, Price
said, because it provided “at least one
project even our children could iden-
tify with.”

A project such as this is effective
in many ways, Wilkins added. It in-
volved many people in the state who
may not be able to travel to Russia;
it benefitted children who might oth-

aYe)

erwise not have had gifts at Christ- -

mas; it helped build stronger rela-
tionships between Kentuckians and
Russians; and Russian parents knew
their children’s bags came from
Baptists in Kentucky, not simply
from a government or humanitarian
relief agency.

“A woman at one of the services
we attended told us, ‘Thank you for
praying all those years for us,”” Price
recalled. “That really hit me. God
does answer prayers. He was work-
ing in Russia when we could not.”
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Some of the bags
went to Sunday
school children at
Central Baptist
Church and other
area churches.
Others were given
to homeless
children and to
children in
rehabilitation
centers. -
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Let intentionality be your guide

“Intentionality” may not be a word
that normally enters into your daily
conversation. It suggests there is a
purpose behind what we say or do. In
other words, it means there is a spe-
cific intention in mind when we say
or do a par-

choose to demonstrate, the things we
choose to listen to—all these things
reflect our intention.

If we are intent on bringing glory
to God and growing closer in our re-
lationship to him, then our behavior

and attitude

ticular thing. ; hould all
Gl MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING JESeier
ity” refers to goal. When

the motivation behind our actions.
As Christians, we should have a
high degree of intentionality in our
lives. The way we treat people, the
things we do, the places we go, the
things we choose to read, the things
we choose to watch, the attitude we

we approach life with an intentionali-
ty that causes us to be determined to
view each situation in life as an op-
portunity for God to work in and
through us, then our entire attitude
toward life changes.
“Intentionality” also is a good

word for us to remember when we
read God’s word. For example, Scrip-
ture is a wonderful place for us to
learn how to expand and cultivate our
prayer lives.

Take the book of Psalms for ex-
ample.

When you read a particular pas-
sage, keep your eye open for phrases
that seem to catch your attention. Per-
haps this phrase or verse is something
you can use during your prayer time
as you talk to God.

Intentionally looking for verses to
use during prayer time opens up the
word of God in a new way, and it also
enriches our prayer lives.

Sanford K. Hill, pastor -

Jeffersontown Baptist Church
Jeffersontown

Thanks for BSU

As chaplain at the state’s largest
prison, I coordinate religious pro-
graming for over 1,500 men. I have
worked with many Christians who
have ministered at the Eastern Ken-
tucky Correctional Complex.

In November, we had a record 61
chapel-related services involving at
least 114 volun-
teers. By far, the
greatest contribu-
tion was made by
the Baptist Student Union of More-
head.

The BSU helped in our visiting
room all fall. During two Saturdays in
November, they worked with the chil-
dren of inmates. One Saturday, the
BSU brought their puppet team and
50 large Christmas stockings filled
with treats and a Bible for each of the
children.

In an environment where the chil-
dren are put through metal detectors

and can be strip-searched for contra-

band, visits to their loved ones here
could become negative events in their
young lives. Thanks to the love and
dedication of these young people,
coming to the visiting room has be-
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come a positive experience for the
children when the BSU is here.

The highlight of the BSU contri-
bution came when a drama team, a
Southern gospel team and an ensem-
ble did a worship service for the men.
Over 30 young people were involved
in what had to be the best Christian
worship experience ever afforded at
our institution.

The inmate pop-
ulation was spiritu-
ally encouraged
and enriched by the
program. The BSU group has prom-
ised to come back.

. John Ramsey, Chaplain

Eastern Kentucky Correctional Center
West Liberty

Stick to KBC

I am writing in regard to the arti-
cle about the Owensboro motorcycle
church (WR, Jan. 17).

Certainly we Kentucky Baptists do
not have salvation by grace nor
church growth sewed up. Anyone
who comes to Jesus with a repentant
heart, convicted by the Holy Spirit
and places their faith in Jesus will be
saved, praise God.

But as a lifelong Kentucky Baptist
growing up in a very conservative,
fundamental Southern Baptist church
and also educated at Mid-Continent
Baptist College, I do have many prob-
lems with this church. The word of
God tells us Christians are to come
out from among the world and sepa-
rate ourselves. People can and will be
saved without we pastors and Chris-
tians throwing away our biblical con-
victions.

But this is not my main reason for
writing. The Western Recorder is to
be the voice of Kentucky Baptists. It
is financed by Cooperative Program
funds to promote and inform us of
what is happening among Southern
Baptists of Kentucky. There are a
multitude of Kentucky Baptist
churches that have maintained their
Baptist heritage, have earnestly con-
tended for the faith given to us by
the saints and are on fire reaching
people for Jesus. Our Cooperative
Program money would be spent far
more wisely reporting on what is go-
ing on with Kentucky Baptists and
how the Lord is blessing within our
state convention.

Joel C. Frizzell
Symsonia

Preacher stories

More than a hundred local news-
papers provide information to Ken-
tuckians across this state.

Some of those carry “religious”
material, including columns written
by clergy, not a few of whom are Bap-
tist.

One example is the
Anderson News, in which
J. Tyre Denney, pastor of
Alton Baptist Church and
second vice president of
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention this year, has writ-
ten a column for the past
12 years.

With his permission, I
have selected one for you
to enjoy:

“I spent several days
the week before last in the land of my
forefathers, around Carrollton, Ga.
Places with names like Roopville,
Tyus, Bowden, Roosterville and
Lowell. Where they know how to
pronounce ‘Tyre’ and spell ‘Denney.’
One day, I found the nursing home
where my Aunt Isabell, the last sur-
viving member of Mother’s family, is
living and had a wonderful hour with
her. We spent much of the time talk-
ing about her daddy and my grand-

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

daddy, Willis Little.

“He was a great story-teller, and
between the two of us, we re-told
some of his classics. His generation
believed in haints, ghosts, goblins
and other kinds of strange beings.
Many of his tales had some of them
in them. But just before—with tears
in my eyes and a lump in
my throat—I kissed her
good-bye and left, we fell
all over ourselves as we
tried to get ahead of each
other telling about the
protracted meeting when
Uncle Willie and Aunt Sis
got saved and were bap-
tized.

They were not actually
aunt or uncle to any of
us—those were titles of
respect that went with
their advanced ages. And while their
salvation was straight-forward
enough, the baptizing was something
else.

“We never could decide whether
they were baptized in Grand-daddy’s
fish pond or in Yellowdirt Creek. I
held out for the pond with its squeak-
ing water wheel, but Aunt Isabell, be-
cause of the running water aspect,
was positive it was old Yellowdirt
Creek. She’s probably right.

“Anyway, Aunt Sis and Uncle
Willie were the last two to be bap-
tized; Aunt Sis and then Uncle Will-
ie. She came up with the usual
amount of splutterin’, shoutin’ and
Hallelujahin’. But when Uncle Will-
ie’s turn came—well, as I’ ve already
said, Uncle Willie was something
else.

“As the preacher lifted him up out
of the water, something he was
somewhat afraid of and not frequent-
ly exposed to, he was swinging both
arms, stumbling, almost falling under
again and shouting over and over: ‘I
seed my Jesus! I seed my Jesus! I
seed my Jesus!’

“After more of this than she
thought was really necessary, Aunt
Sis grabbed him by the arm, shook
him nearly hard enough to dry him
out, and said: ‘Hush yo’ mouth, Will-
ie! You ain’t seen no Jesus. Twarn’t
nothing but a terrapin; I seed him
too.’

“Which may go a long way in ex-
plaining the dilemma of the church
today. There are too many Uncle
Willies around who think they’ve
seen Jesus when, in reality, it was
something else.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE

“omfort in sharing our sp
elves w1th one another can

_encouraging. Recogmz
_some people are s1mply
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Do everybody a favor, and help kill these rumors

Oh, to be as robust and resilient as a rumor! A strong'rumor makes
Superman look limpid. Missiles of fact bounce harmlessly off its hard
hide. Armies of truth-tellers scream themselves hoarse trying to out-shout
its noisy din. Marching across the landscape, a rowdy rumor devours
truth, justice and plain-old common sense.

Unfortunately, two rapacious rumors have raided Kentucky Baptist
churches in recent days. Be warned: :

The FCC is NOT taking religion off the airwaves.

The “Madalyn Murray O’ Hair is about to get religion thrown off TV”’
rumor is the strongest, most death-defying petty falsehood on earth. For
almost 20 years, the Western Recorder has carried editorials and news
stories telling Kentucky Baptists the rumor is false. The earliest clipping
in our files dates to 1977, and its tired tone indicates Editor C.R. Daley

already had written many words explaining how false this rumor was.

The most recent anti-rumor editorial ran on this page less than three
months ago. But the rumor bounced back, full of vigor and venom.

No, infamous atheist O’Hair has not been granted a Federal Commu-
nications Commission hearing “which would ultimately pave the way to
stop the reading of religion on the airwaves of America.” Phony peti-
tions perpetuating this problematic prevarication incorrectly link O’Hair
to a formal request—RM 2493—asking the FCC to ban the broadcast of
Sunday worship services. Similar petitions claim O’Hair “is campaign-
ing to remove Christmas programs, Christmas songs and Christmas car-
ols from the public schools.”

The petitions are wrong on several counts.

To begin with, O’Hair never was associated with RM 2493. That dis-
tinction belongs to Jeremy Lansman and Lorenzo Milam, who asked the
FCC to freeze licenses for television and FM radio stations that were to
air only religious or quasi-religious programs.

Moreover, FCC commissioners unanimously denied RM 2493 more
than 19 years ago. Citing the First Amendment’s guarantees of religion
and speech, the commission specifically stressed it could not prohibit
radio and TV stations from presenting religious programs. .

And the dates on the petitions prove they are at least 16 years old. The
petitions typically claim O’Hair got Bible reading and prayer removed
from schools “15 years ago.” The Supreme Court handed down that de-
cision in mid-1963—more than 31 years ago.

You can help battle this rumor by taking several easy steps.

First, clip this editorial.

Next, put it in a safe place. _

Later, whenever you hear the “Madalyn Murray O’Hair is about to
get Billy Graham thrown off TV”’ rumor again (and you will), pull this
out and read it.

Then get a copy of the petition. Find the reference to RM 2493 or
some combination of the numerals 2, 4,9 and 3 (and you will). Find the
reference to O’Hair’s 1963 school-prayer victory “15 years ago” (and
you will).

After that, tell whoever’s peddling the rumor that it’s been a dead
issue for almost two decades.

Finally, ask for all the copies of the petition you can get, and go burn
every last one of them.

Kentucky Baptists are NOT canceling camp.

This new rumor started making the rounds in December, when the
Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Board voted to relinquish “own-
ership and management responsibility” of Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. The KBC has owned Cedarmore since 1951 and has conducted hun-
dreds of children’s and youth camps at the rural Shelby County facility.
Unfortunately, the camp’s occupancy rate has been abysmally low. And
after two extensive studies, the Executive Board determined the KBC’s
best interests would not be served by spending almost $4 million to pre-
serve the camp.

Despite the board’s repeated explanations, many Kentucky Baptists
so equate Cedarmore with summer camp—at least in the central and
eastern parts of the state—that they believe the convention is getting out
of the camping business altogether.

But that simply isn’t true. The Executive Board never even consid-
ered discontinuing camp. The latest study and recommendations pro-
posed the convention make “appropriate arrangements for summer camp
programs to continue.” A special transition committee will suggest how
KBC camps still can be conducted.

Rather than “killing” camp, the latest decision may save camp. Stud-
ies show Cedarmore has not drawn campers from a wide geographical
range. By spreading the camps across the state, the KBC may find its
camping program rejuvenated, with more campers attending camps in
better facilities, closer to their homes.
~ You can help rebuff this rumor by sharing the truth. The Executive
Board did not decide to discontinue camping. It merely decided to do a
significant part of its camping in a different way.

Well, there you have the lowdown on the rumors that have preyed
upon Kentucky Baptists for the past few weeks. Several facts of life lend
strength to rumors. They’re usually more interesting than the truth, not
to mention far more exciting. Consequently, passing on a rumor is more
fun than killing it with facts. And finding the facts is much more work
than feeding the rumor.

But in addition to perpetuating untruth, ramors also inflict other dam-
age on those they contact. First, they sap valuable energy. If every minute
that has been spent circulating anti-O’Hair petitions and writing letters
to the FCC had been spent in prayer or witnessing, the Christian impact
on this nation would be much, much greater. And second, they deflect
attention from real answers to real problems. Kentucky Baptists who
spend this year fighting the nonsensical notion that the KBC has given
up on camp will not channel creative energy into solutions for lifting the
level of camping to new heights.

Marv Knox

Two tough rumors

have been
rummaging through
Kentucky Baptist
life in recent
weeks. One says
Madalyn Murray
O’Hair is trying to
get religion thrown
out of the nation’s
broadcast media.
The other says the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention is
abandoning its
camping program.
Both are false.
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Continued from page 1
books is part of their appeal.

“Books are an extremely conve-
nient way of carrying information,”
she said. “And the price still makes
them very accessible.”

While-$19.95 may seem steep for
a hardback book, it’s still cheaper
than weekly sessions with a therapist.

Rapid growth in religious pub-
lishing has meant helghtened compe-

tition among

3 = publishers
 Best-selling hardback non-fiction and retailers.
1. When God Whispers Your Name, Max o rl;lléz{fh;
Lucado. 90 tension and
2. My Utmost for His Highest (updated), Os- an  awate-
wald Chambers. | ness that the
3. Angels, Billy Graham. Christian
4. The Finishing Touch, Charles Swindoll. consumer is
5. The Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper. more  and
6. The Book of Virtues, William Bennett. more sophis-
7. When God Doesn’t Make Sense, James ticated.”
Dobson. ’
8. My Utmost for His Highest, Oswald Cham- | ﬁj}; m}{’éﬁdrf
bers. :
9. The New Strong s Exhaustive Concor- Zflsalig(peicr:
dance_James Strong. writing and
10. He Still Moves Stones, Max Lucado. packaging,

she noted.
Broad-
man & Hol-

man publishes about 50 general in-
terest titles a year. It also produces
about 15 academic textbooks and
one or two reference books, plus five
volumes a year of the New Ameri-

can Commentary series.

The company releases four tltles
| a year in its professional develop-
ment line, whose authors include
Calvin Miller and Ken Hemphill.

Broadman & Holman also has
placed increasing emphasis on text-
books for the Southern Baptist mar-
ket and beyond, Crumpton noted.

“We’re aiming for the broader
Christian, the broader evangelical

M/ssourl Word & Way

Best-selling children’s books

. The Crippled Lamb, Max Lucado.

. The Door in the Dragon’s Throat, Frank
Peretti. :

. The Baby Bible Storybook, Robin Currie.

. The First Step Bible, Mack Thomas.

. The Preschoolers Bible, V. Gilbert Beers.

. Escape from the Island of Aquarius,
Frank Peretti.

. The Tombs of Anak, Frank Peretti.

- Trapped at the Bottom of the Sea, Frank
Peretti.

: THhe Tale of Three Trees, Angela Elwell

unt.
10. Just in Case You Ever Wonder, Max
Lucado.

(1=} ©0 ~I (= M=o =] N =&

- JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.
(BP_)—The rapid i increase in avall-,
- . ablhty . ef

market,” Crumpton said. “Southern
Baptists obviously make up a large
part of that market because there are
so many. We see the Southern Bap-
tist Convention as a launchpad for
Broadman & Holman’s efforts.”

If that’s the case, the Sunday
School Board’s missile silos are its
65 Baptist Book Stores in 22 states.

But Baptist Book Stores and oth-
er Christian retailers are having to
adjust to dramatically changing mar-
ketplace trends, said Jim Gilliland,
director of
marketing
for Baptist
B ook
Stores.

For-
merly, he
noted, a
Christian
book store
could set
up shop
and keep a
loyal base
of custom-
ers. Today
that store faces competition from
Wal-Mart and other mainstream re-
tailers, from catalogs and from home
shopping networks.

“Our challenge is to make sure we
have relevant products in our stores,”
Gilliland said.

Although the Baptist Book Store
chain began in 1912 as an outlet for

- denomnational products, today’s

customers are shopping for more
than Southern Baptist-produced
products, he said.

While attempting to meet thls di-
verse demand, the Baptist chain
avoids selling products most Baptists
might find objectionable. For exam-
ple, Baptist Book Stores do not carry
Betty J. Eadie’s “Embraced by the
Light,” the best-selling religion book

Bellgmus baoks fnr klds abauml

By Shari Schubert

_ glistdbuted

of 1993, because of its Mormon-fla-
vored theology.

“We’re very careful about what’s
in the stores,” Gilliland said.
“There’s a delicate balance between
having relevant products and being
faithful to our Southern Baptist heri-
tage.”

Future prospects look bright for
Christian publishing, Tickle noted,

- since religious fervor historically in-

creases near the turn of a century.
She cited a 1992 Gallup poll that
predicted
religion as
the sec-
ond-larg-
est growth
area  in
publishing
over the
next 15
years, be-
hind com-
puters/
econom-
ics.
Crump-
ton said
men’s books might represent the

-greatest opportunity and the greatest

challenge for Christian publishers.
“We’ve been watching the Promise
Keepers movement very closely,”
she said.

Promise Keepers is a para-church
movement that has attracted thou-
sands of men to rallies across the na-
tion. Promise Keepers has strong ties
to one of the Christian publishing in-
dustry’s foremost figures, James
Dobson of Focus on the Family.

Most of the market for Christian
books now is women, Crumpton ex-
plained. If men become serious shop-
pers, publishers and book sellers will
have to accommodate their needs.’

Tickle noted a continuing interest
in “finding the sacred in the ordi-

Religious publishing on fast-track to growth

nary” through angels and near-death
experiences.

Historical saints may march in
and bump angels from the pinnacle
of popular culture, she predicted. “St.
Augustine is big right now.”

So is Pope John Paul II, whose
book “Crossing the Threshold of
Hope,” is an international best-sell-
er. Tickle, an Episcopalian, said she
believes many Protestants are buying
the book because of “the need for re-
ligious heroes and the pastoral nature
of this man—his public persona.”

Fiction is another growth area for
religious publishers, she noted.
Some, including Thomas Nelson, of-
fer readers alternatives in fiction
genres such as romance, mystery and
western with books that “give the
story minus the sex, violence and
profanity.”

And despite America’s plunge
into the electronic age, Crumpton
thinks books will be around for a
while.

“There’s something about curling
up with a good book that meets a
very basic need we have for spend-
ing time with something, and reflect-
ing and enjoying rather than driving
through McDonald’s and having all
of our needs met in three seconds.”

She pointed out that in the recent
“Star Trek: The Next Generation”
television series, Capt. Picard often
was seen reading a book on his 24th
century starship. “He treats them as
prized possessions,” she said.

NOTE: All data on Christian best-sell-
ers is based on actual sales in Chris-
tian retail stores in the United States
and Canada during December 1994.
Distributed by Evangelical Christian
Publishers Association. Listing does
not constitute endorsement by the
Western Recorder.

but Iaak far content and quallty

"'comlng book “Selectmg Media,”

And just because a book i is sol .

said one of the first illustrations she

_in a Christian book store doesn’t

_ guarantee its quality or its suitabili-

.ty for a church or Christian home
_ library, noted Jacqulyn Anderson,
- media library director at First Bap« ,

- tist Church of Nashville.
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‘Some of the most innocent

ildren to be Ieammg, she said.

cute,” said Bar-

brary program But they may give
small children the wrong impres-

oddlers’ picture Bibles—
- which aren’t really Bibles, but just
P cture,books with Blble verses—

_consultant with
pnst Sunday'A

] llglous or secular—’—calls_";
zg;-attention to 111ustrat10ns,
. 1969 book “Sylvester and the Mag-

. derson author of the forth-v" _ic Pebble” by William Steig. All the

looks at in Bible story books is the

baptism of Jesus—to see whether

John is practicing baptism by im-

_mersion or sprinkling.

_Cartoon illustrations of Bible

- stories concern many religious ed-
_ ucators, .who fear these may lead
| closer examination, may
inconsistent with concepts
nts and teachers want their
cautxon about grotesque art. She ex-
plained that when children are ex-

children to form inaccurate ideas of

Blble people, places and events.

- Freese also offered a word of

'posed to bizarre art styles—perhaps '
in an otherwise innocuous con-

t1v1t1es and make satamc 1magery '

seem not so strange

At the same time, sometimes
things adults are concerned about

- are things chﬂdren don’t notice,
swn of what the Blble actually is;

‘ ~ professor of education at Hannibal-
- LaGrange College in Hanmbal
Mo.

countered Jane Schafer, assistant

She gave the example of the

characters in the story are animals..
Sylvester and his parents are don-
keys; the children in the neighbor-
hood are puppies, kittens, colts and
piglets; the policemen in the story

_happen to be pigs.

That didn’t sit well with some

_adults who saw a double meaning
-in the illustrations. But Schafer, a

former first-grade teacher, has read
the story to children many times,
she said, and they don t plck up on

 that aspect.

Books, VldeOS and other re- i,
sources for children should use lan-

. guage and concepts that are appro-
text—it tends to break down sensi- ;
level. said Barbara Tucker, minis-

priate to the child’s developmental .

ter of education at First Baptlst'v

‘Church of Greenwood, S.C. “Chil-

dren think very literally,” she ex-

plained. . .
Baptist educators also are con—,ﬁ

cerned about excessive violence

‘creeping into religions books for
- children. Even though the Bible in-

cludes violent stories, not all those
stories are appropriate for teachmg- ,
chﬂdren, they conte 1d -




Murderer turned priest tells story of repentance

By Christopher Rose
Religion News Service

NEW ORLEANS (RNS)—In
short, the Vaughan Booker story
goes like this: It’s the 1940s and he
is a model youth, a child of great
promise, good grades and rigorous
spirituality. Altar boy. Eagle Scout.

He gets a good job, marries a
good woman, has good kids. Some-
thing snaps. They fight. He drinks.
He spirals down. It’s bad.

He comes home in a rage one
night in 1967 and puts his Boy Scout
skills to work by firing five arrows
into his wife’s neck and torso. The
press dubs it the Robin Hood Mur-
der.

He confesses, gets life.

He repents. Becomes a spiritual
counselor in prison, studies for the
ministry, becomes a deacon. He
. wins praise and commendations
from outside counselors and minis-
ters.

He is paroled in 1982, gets a job,
attends a seminary and, 10 years lat-
er, becomes an Episcopal priest. He
is named rector of Meade Memorial
Episcopal Church in Alexandria,
Va., where he preaches the degrada-
tion of sin and the plight of modern
family; he knows whereof he speaks.

He writes a book, published in
November, that tells this story, and
that’s where it stands today: He is
Vaughan Booker, priest, author, ce-
lebrity, killer. Coming to a talk show
near you.

One stop on his city-to-city tour
was New Orleans, where he pitched
the story to television, radio and
print media.

To him, it’s a story of redemp-
tion—his book is called “From Pris-
on to Pulpit.”

“This book isn’t about Vaughan
Booker,” he insists. “It is a book
about everyone in the midst of our
pain, our anger, our rage, in the
midst of our shame and our guilt. It
is a story of how God can reach
down and lift us up.”

Many folks find solace in this sto-
ry—a happy ending, the triumph of
good over evil, the restoration of
faith and hope.

To others, it leaves a bad taste. It
is chilling, to be sure. How can a
brutal killer walk among us like this
in vest-
ments, treat-
ed with re-
spect and
accolades?

It is a
walking
contradic-
tion, the
Vaughan
Booker sto-
ry. He pre-
sents the ul-
timate co-
nundrum.

“What are your views on the crim-
inal justice system?” are his first
words at an interview, then, “Do you
believe in redemption?”

Maybe you do—in theory—but
here is the real deal. This is not a
former junkie or reformed car thief
talking.

Do you believe in redemption?

He had no prior criminal record
and has shown no violent proclivi-
ties since that autumn night in *67.
But ...

“There will always be people for
me and people who are against me,”
Booker says. “I have a problem with
people who think we must remain in
the mire of our sins. There is scrip-

tural precedent to all this. The Bible is
replete with people who have—yes—
killed, and have repented and returned
to the Lord.

“We’re told all our lives that if we
sin we should repent and turn back
to the Lord and better ourselves,” he
says. “I find that, once you do that, it
is not enough for some people, but it
is enough for the Lord.”

It is not enough for many of An-
nabelle Booker’s surviving relatives,
who speak in the book of their lin-

. gering resentment.

It is
DO St
enough
for some
talk-radio
callers
who say
they want
to kil
him when
he visits
tehiesits
town.

But it
certainly
is enough to draw the nation’s atten-
tion. The book hit stores in Novem-
ber and everyone from Phil Donahue
to the Washington Post has moved in
for a closer look. Booker has done
150 interviews in the past three
months.

He is comfortable in the face of
cameras and tape recorders, almost
cocky. He claims he is no celebrity
and seeks no fame, only that his mes-
sage is too strong to leave undeliv-
ered.

“I don’t want the focus on me,’
he says. “I’d rather the focus be on
the message, not the messenger.
There are many people like me who
have been in prison and got out and

done well—but they want to live
nice, quiet lives. They don’t want to
talk about what they went through,
and that’s all right. But I am a repen-
tant sinner and one who knows the
power and grace of Jesus Christ.”
To an audience of about 100 at the
Christian Unity Baptist Church in
New Orleans, he explained it this
way: ‘“When you are overwhelmed
by grief, by guilt, by shame, then take
it somewhere, don’t keep it in. Take
it to the

counselor. & : ‘ finti

= Best-selling paperback non-fiction

pastor. Take | 1. God’s Little Instruction Book.

it to God.” 2. Mama, Get the Hammer, Barbara Johnson.
B u t | 3. God’s Little Instruction Book 2.

there’s more | 4. God Came Near, Max Lucado.

to Booker’s | 5. Planet Earth—2000 A.D., Hal Lindsey

story. His | 6. Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Hap-

son was shot py! Barbara Johnson. .

to death in | 7. No Wonder They Call Him the Savior, Max

the streets of Lucado.

Philadelphia | 8. Amazing Grace, Kenneth Osbeck.

four years | 9. More than a Carpenter, Josh McDowell.

ago.Heisre- | 10. What the Bible is All About, Henrietta

married and Mears.

has recon-

ciled with

his daughter by his first wife. Some-
one with a gun in his pocket came to
Booker for counseling at the church
where he is rector. He said he was
going to kill his wife. Booker
changed the man’s mind.

A man at a recent book-signing
party bought three copies of Book-
er’s book. One for himself, one for a
friend and one for Susan Smith, the
South Carolina mother charged with
strapping her kids into her car and
drowning them in a lake.

Booker inscribed a message of
hope for her, and the man who
bought the book said he will send it
to her.

Christian woman develops alternative romance novels

CANDO, N.D. (BP)—One mark
of a successful author might be that
she can’t remember how many
books she has published.

“Forty-plus” was the best esti-
mate Judy Baer could come up with.
With the myriad demands on her
time—as wife, mother, public
speaker, writer and confidant to hun-
dreds of letter-writers each month—
she can be forgiven.

Half or more of the Cando, N.D.,
resident’s titles are in Baer’s “Cedar
River Daydreams” series for young
adults.

Through 24 books in this series,
protagonist Lexi Leighton and her

young friends have encountered ev-
erything from eating disorders to en-
vironmentalism to Down’s syndrome
to suicide.

“Publishers Weekly” said the se-
ries is considered the “Christian al-
ternative” to the secular market-
place’s popular “Sweet Valley
High” books.

Baer, a Lutheran, is comfortable

= with the Christian label but doesn’t

view herself as an alternative.

“It’s a biblical directive that we
reach out,” she noted. So she tries to
write books with “take-away” val-
ue—"“to plant seeds in people’s minds
that there are other ways of thinking

about things.”

Bethany House, Baer’s publisher,
asked her to start a new series for
young adults while continuing “Ce-
dar River Daydreams.” The result is
“Live from Brentwood High,” which
chronicles the lives of a group of big-
city teenagers who are members of a
television production class.

Baer gets ideas for stories by
watching television, reading news-
papers and reading magazines that
teenagers read. She also spends time
talking to and listening to young
people, including her 18- and 15-
year-old daughters.

Barb Lillund, Baer’s editor at Be-

thany House, said Baer’s success
stems from her ability to speak di-
rectly to young adults. “She doesn’t
speak down to them—she speaks at
their level. They really view her as a
best friend.”

Her young readers share their
hurts and feelings with the author in
200 letters a month. She reads and
answers every letter—most with a
newsletter and a brief note; some
with a longer message. She often in-
cludes vers-

Baptist professor gets notoriety with book on occult

ARKADELPHIA, Ark. (BP)—
An Arkansas Baptist professor who
wrote a book on the occult from a
Christian perspective said the book
has generated notoriety both in sec-
ular and religious circles.

William Viser, author of “The
Darkness Among Us, A Look at the
Sinister Growth of the Occult and
How Dangerously Close It Is to
You,” said the book recently entered
its second printing with a run of
more than 10,000 copies.

Viser, associate professor of reli-
gion at Ouachita Baptist University
in Arkadelphia, Ark., said he had
mixed feelings about writing the
book.

“The subject matter has made it
an interesting experience and what
has happened as a result of the writ-
ing has excited me, but I don’t know
of anyone in their right mind who
would want to write a book of this
nature unless the Lord led them to
it,” he said.

“It’s so dark and oppressive,” he
said. “When you ... research evil and
you see all of the manifestations of
it, it works on your spirit. I really
felt depression.”

He emphasized, however, that his ~

aim in writing the book was not to
be sensational. Beyond the frighten-
ing facts, the book includes sugges-
tions for countering occultic influ-
ences.

“What I felt like the Lord wanted
me to do was to send a wake-up call

es of Scrip- . T
ore in_the | Best-selling fiction
advice she | 1, Christy, Catherine Marshall.
gives. 2. The Twilight of Courage, Bodie and
Brock Thoene.
3. This Present Darkness, Frank Peretti.
4. Piercing the Darkness, Frank Peretti.
5. Too Long a Stranger, Janette Oke.
and tell peo- | §, Shadow of the Mountains, Lynn and Gil-
ple that this bert Morris.
18 ﬂOtJustfu{} 7. Escape to Freedom, Michael Phillips.
and games,” | 8, Prophet, Frank Peretti.
he added. 9. Hinds’ Feet on High Places, Hannah Hur-
Viser nard.
wrote that | 10, Joshua, Joseph Girzone.
many people
refuse to ac-

knowledge the occult because they
“too sophisticated, too spiritually
blind, too scared, too naive or too

doubtful.”
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“HERE’S HOPE TODAY”
is a joint effort of the
Western Recorder and
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention evangelism’
office. This supplement
will appear in the
Recorder through the
end of March to support

the “Here’s Hope. Share |

Jesus Now” campaign.
The supplement is
produced by the
Recorder staff and State
Correspondent Ken
Walker. If you have a
“Here’s Hope” success
story to share, please fell
us about it by calling
(502) 244-6470.

ere’s Hope
TODAY =

Providence Church wins one a day

FRANKLIN—The first seven
days of the “Here’s Hope” evange-
lism campaign brought seven new
converts into Providence Baptist
Church of Franklin.

The professions of faith resulted
from an overarching emphasis on
evangelism rather than just a one-
time emphasis, said Pastor Steve
Curtis.

“Everything we do is geared to
winning somebody to Christ,” said
Curtis, pastor for 12 years at the
church which averages 200 in Bible
study attendance. ‘“Ten years ago we
were averaging 42 in Sunday school
and that’s how we’ve grown.”

The seven people who professed
faith in Jesus Christ during the first
week of “Here’s Hope” include four
women and three men, ranging in age
from a pair of teenagers to three peo-
ple over 40.

Three of the new Christians were
baptized Jan. 15 at the church, locat-
ed near I-65 and the Tennessee bor-
der. One of the teenagers was bap-
tized at another church.

Curtis said baptism will be a dif-
ficult issue for the other teen, the

WHERE’S HOPE?
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daughter of a local leader in the Mor-
mon church.

“We’ll never see her baptized but
when she becomes an adult we hope
to see the fruit in her life,” Curtis
said. “Her parents will let her come
to special events here.”

The “Here’s Hope” campaign’s
impressive beginning at Providence
Baptist Church wasn’t inspired by
the use of commitment cards, Curtis
said. He simply promoted the event
from the pulpit and challenged mem-
bers to get involved.

Providence members have re-
sponded in a variety of ways. Some
are developing relationships with
neighbors, and others are baking
bread to give away with the gospel.
Some are redoubling efforts with
friends and relatives.

The church has planned several
events designed to reach the un-
churched, including a Super Bowl
party this past Sunday. It featured
the showing of an evangelistic video
at halftime.

The church also sponsored “Tele-
phone Sunday,” where members
committed to call five people during

the week to share their faith. Sunday
school teachers were encouraged to
contact all their prospects.

Women and men will take turns
cooking for each other at outreach
dinners the first two Saturdays of
February.

On Feb. 18 the church plans a
game night, with members asked to
bring as their playing partner some-
one who is not a Christian.

Teenagers are taking an active
role too. At a recent lock-in, half the
40 youth in attendance were not
Christians. And the group is prepar-
ing for a “pizza blast” next month. It
will include entertainment and a
worship service, with a goal of 50
participants.

The church hopes to baptize at
least 20 people during this year’s
“Here’s Hope” emphasis, which is
off to a much faster start at Provi-
dence than the 1990 evangelism

_ campaign, which focused on simul-

taneous revivals.

“Most of our decisions then came
during the revival,” Curtis said. “I
anticipate most of our responses this
time will come before the revival.”

His witnessing

opportunity
came knocking

OAK GROVE—On the first
evening of the “Here’s Hope” evan-
gelism campaign, Pastor Ron Wells
was so tired his secretary talked him
into going home before weekly
church visitation.

The pastor of First Baptist
Church of Oak Grove felt bad, but
he felt even worse about not being
able to participate in the weekly vis-
itation effort.

But just as Wells’ family was get-
ting ready to eat dinner, the parson-
age doorbell rang. Standing there
was a woman, crying and distraught
over some personal problems.

A U.S. Army soldier, two years
ago she had visited the church, lo-
cated a mile from Fort Campbell. On
this night, she said God had sent her
to this place for help.

Wells counseled with the woman
for 45 minutes. He closed by leading
her in a prayer to trust Jesus Christ as
Savior.

“T was overwhelmed because I
wanted to go out and witness that
day and instead the Lord led some-
one to me,” Wells said. “I’m con-
stantly telling the congregation if we
ask God to give us opportunities to
witness, he will. That was a neat ex-
perience because I wanted to lead by
example.”

The church apparently followed
the pastor’s lead from that point, be-
cause in the next two weeks, three
people joined the church, two as can-
didates for baptism. The woman
Wells counseled also is expected to
return soon for baptism.

 witnessing that night,”
said. “But I do it as a hfestyle
~ When I travel, I witness

. illing 10 listen.”

8o to heaver, regardless of the
 religion,”

Tf"'»you, the man sa1d shaking Brad-
. shaw’

This waiter was

waiting to hear

-»about Jesus

 MOUNT WASHINGTON——«;
_Evangelist Philip Bradshaw was

 “off duty” the night he took his

family to dinner at a Cracker Bar-

rel restaurant in Louisville. But

when he gave the gospel with his

 tip, a waiter responded to the in-
_ vitation. .

] hadn’t even though |
Bradshaw

busboys or bellhops. I've no-
a lot of those peo - are

explained Bradshaw,
former pastor of Kings Baptist

- Church near Mount Washington.

“You need a personal relanon-

‘ ship with Jesus Christ.”

Bradshaw gave a bnef.fexpla—

,natlon of how God provided the
way to eternal life, but paused to
_say the busy waiter probably. :
- didn’t have much time. -

_ “I'm going to take ‘the tlme .

Jim replied. “I’ve been ‘wamngt ‘
;_for someone to tell me about

rayer of repentance Bradshaw --

 stressed to him the importance of
finding a church and bemg bap-
tized.

“Thank you, thank you, thank

/'S hand The

he returned to

said “and I just want to thank you' .
S0 much We 've been praymg for'g




Many new tools availahle to help ease fear of witnessing

The vast majority of Christians—
maybe as many as 97 percent of
them—never share their faith with
non-believers, according to a study
by Darrell Robinson, Southern Bap-
tists’ evangelism leader.

And fear is the biggest factor in
that failure, believes Monty Carter,
the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
associate director of evangelism.

“Christians are afraid to tell oth-
ers about Christ,” Carter explained.
“They’re not sure they know how;
they don’t know what will happen.
They’re just afraid.”

That’s why Kentucky Baptist
churches need to be training people
to witness naturally throughout the
course of day-to-day living, he add-
ed. “Many new lifestyle evangelism
and relationship evangelism tools
can move people beyond their fears.
They can help us share our faith
through our own gifts and
strengths.”

Carter suggests a variety of re-
sources to help Kentucky Baptists
share their faith during the “Here’s
Hope” campaign and beyond:

M Training & studies for adults.

I “Witnessing through Your Re-
lationships,” by Jack R. Smith and
Jennifer Kennedy Dean, is a 13-ses-
sion training unit designed to help
Christians learn to share their faith
with family, friends and neighbors.
It’s part of the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board’s popular LIFE
series.

I “Friends Forever,” a book by
Smith, extends the concept of rela-
tional evangelism. It helps Chris-
tians identify their circle of friends
who need to hear about Christ.
“Friends Forever” is published by
the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board.

I “Learning to Share My Faith,”
by Chuck Kelley, is a six-week
course that teaches Christians how to
use the “Roman Road” plan in wit-
nessing. It also offers tips on how to
overcome barriers to sharing one’s
faith, and it’s produced by the Sun-
day School Board.

I “Out of Their Faces and into
Their Shoes,” is a brand-new book
published under the Sunday School

_TODAY

"~ Board’s Broadman and Holman la-

bel. Author John Kramp discusses
the concepts of “lostology,” helping
Christians understand their non-
Christian friends.

I “Conspiracy of Kindness” ex-
plains how to be a Christian whose
style of servant-evangelism follows
Jesus’ parable of-the sower. Author
Steve Sjogren is pastor of Vineyard
Christian Fellowship in Cincinnati,
one of the nation’s fastest-growing
churches. Vineyard Fellowship
reaches people by doing tangible
acts of kindness. “Conspiracy of
Kindness” is published by Vine
Books.

I “Gentle Persuasion” and “Life-
style Evangelism,” two books by Jo-
seph Aldrich, offer creative ideas for
sharing faith in natural, non-con-
frontive ways. Aldrich developed
the concept of “gentle boldness” and
says Christians should be “attack
lambs of the world.” These books
are published by Multnoma Press.

1 “People Sharing Jesus,” by Dar-
rell Robinson, is an overall training
program that incorporates creativity

Here's H

-~ ®
~———
v

and humor in video to train Chris-
tians to witness. Its applications are
bountiful and flexible; it can be used
in a variety of church settings. “Peo-
ple Sharing Jesus,” produced by Th-
omas Nelson/Word and the Home
Mission Board, will be out later this

year.
M Training & studies for youth.

B “Dare to Share,” Roy Fish’s
five-session training program, was
updated by the Sunday School
Board’s' Convention Press label in
1993. It presents youth with a sim-
ple and straightforward challenge to
share their faith in their circles of in-
fluence.

I “The Road to Hope” is a youth
training resource designed for the
“Here’s Hope” campaign but will be
useful well beyond this year.

0§ “Edge TV,” a video series from
Youth Specialties, and videos by
Group Publishing provide witness
training that hits home for today’s
youth.

I “Disciple Youth” provides 13-
week Sunday School Board studies.
O See New tools ..., page 10
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Faith Shaping the Home
(oping with Grief .......

powend

During the Kentucky Evangelism Conference

Tuesday, February 28, 1995
Hursthourne Conference Center
9700 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville

Debbie Lioyd
Joyce Marcy

Making the Most of Your Time
Lifestyle Evangelism

in the Midst of Loneliness

-------

........................... Jo Vaughn
.............. Carolyn Crumpler
.................. Mary Anne Poe

Dealing with Your Feelings ..............

...........
-------------------------

...........................

Prayer: The Untapped Resource..........
Conflict Management Skills ...............
Nurturing (reative Aloneness............

Nell Bruce

NOTE: No sy provited

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
STATE:

ZIP:

This form may be duplicated. Luncheon cost: $10,

transferrable but not refundable. Make checks payable to

Kentucky Baptist Convention. Deadline for reservations is

Friday, Feb. 17. Tickets, motel information and map mailed

upon request. Questions? Call KBC evangelism office at
502) 245-4101. Mail registration form to KBC Evangelism
ffice, Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433.
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—Jes-
sica Powell Loftis’ life ended too
soon.

At only 14, her life was snuffed
out in an automobile accident on Oct.
30, 1993. The crash also took the life
of her father, John Loftis, then execu-
tive director of the Alabama Baptist
Historical Commission.

Although Jessica’s life ended pre-
maturely, her influence will live on
indefinitely thanks to a fund estab-
lished in her memory through Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, with interest
the fund earns to be used for Acteens
projects and scholarships.

“She was a typical teenager,” re-
called Jessica’s mother, Deborah Lof-
tis of Birmingham, Ala. “She loved to

friends. She hated homework and her
room was always a disaster.”

Jessica also was a talker and think-
er, Loftis explained to WMU’s exec-
utive board during their Jan. 7-11
meeting. “She and her father often
had long conversations on everything
from governmental issues and sports
to theology and convention politics.

Continued from page 9
Volume I introduces youth to keys
of discipleship and evangelism. Vol-
ume II helps youth use their gifts in
witnessing to friends.

I “Keep Giving Away the Faith”
is a part of the Sunday School
Board’s Disciple Youth library, pre-
pared by veteran youth leader Dave
Bennett.

§ Summer Youth Celebrations
and Win Our World conferences
provide experience-based disciple-
ship and witness training.

I “People Sharing Jesus,” pat-
terned along the lines of the adult
version, will be available in late

10
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watch television and to be with her

Fund honors Jessica Loftis

“But the focal point of her life was
Acteens,” her mother said. “She be-
came aware of world events and of
God’s special plan for her life.

“I am very proud of Jessica’s in-
volvement in Acteens and how much
it meant to her,” said Loftis, a gradu-
ate of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville and former
staff member in several Louisville-
area churches. “I very much want
Acteens work to go in every area
where it can.”

To that end and in memory of Jes-
sica, Loftis told the board that she and
her parents, Capt. and Mrs. David
Stear of Midlothian, Va., would make
initial gifts of $20,000 to WMU to
establish an endowed fund for Act-
eens. Loftis also pledged to contrib-
ute another $10,000 to the fund over
the next 10 years.

“It is my desire that in her death,
Jessica will achieve part of what she
might have accomplished by her life,”
Loftis said. “Through this scholarship
will come hope for young women
who find purpose and direction
through Acteens.”

New tools available for evangelism

1995 or ’96.
W Other resources.

I “One-Day Soul-Winning
Workshop,” developed by the Home
Mission Board, is an excellent in-
church training event.

B Search Ministries, founded in
1977, provides materials that help
business and professional people
impact their areas of influence for
Christ. Seminars, literature, small-
group workshops and church con-
sultations are available.

For more information about
evangelism-training resources, con-
tact the KBC evangelism office at
(502) 245-4101.

Church loses zoning fight

WASHINGTON (ABP)—A Flor-
ida congregation has lost its final ap-

peal against a zoning ordinance that -

forced it to close a shelter for the
homeless. :

Without comment, the U.S. Su-
preme Court on Jan. 9 let stand a rul-
ing of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals that upheld zoning ordinanc-
es enacted by Collier County, Fla.

After it was forced to close a shel-
ter that did not conform to the county
requirements, First Assembly of God
of Naples, Fla., filed suit contending
the zoning laws violate the First
Amendment’s guarantee of the free
exercise of religion. Sheltering the
homeless, the church argued, is an
essential aspect of the Christian reli-
gion.

In siding with the county, the low-
er court said the zoning regulations

were neutral and applied to all group
homes, not just those operated by
churches.

A federal appeals court said the
county had not prohibited shelters but
had defined where and how they may
operate. The intent of the ordinance
was not to inhibit religion but to ad-
dress health and safety concerns, the
appeals court said.

In an order rejecting the church’s
petition for rehearing, the appeals
court noted that the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act “may apply to
this case,” but declined to discuss it
since it was not raised by-either party
in the lawsuit.

The 1993 religious freedom act
requires government to show a com-
pelling reason to restrict religious
practice, even through neutral, gener-
ally applicable laws.

At the Kentucky Evangelism Conference
February 28 - 11:45 a.m.
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville

0433.

Each year the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Office for Evangelism
hosts a Dialogue Luncheon during the state evangelism conference.
The event enables Kentucky Baptists to enjoy a good fellowship meal
together at a reasonable cost as well as meet and dialogue with
program personalities. The luncheon has a 250-attendance capacity,
so reservations are on a first-come basis. Cost is $6 per person.
Please make your check payable to the Kentucky Baptist Convention
and mail to Office for Evangelism, Box 43433, Louisville, Ky. 40253-

| Send this form, along with a check for $6 payable to the Kentucky
| Baptist Convention, to Evangelism Office, 10701 Shelbyville Rd.,

| Louisville, Ky. 40253.
I

| Name:
| Address:

I
I
I
I
| @ Yes, | will attend a dialogue luncheon! |
I
|
I
I

| City:




| nyllwe named
Sen:

WASHINGTON (RNS )—

Lloyd John Ogilvie, a promi-
nent Presbyterian minister and

». popular religious broadcaster,
is the new chaplam of the US.

- Senate.

Ogilvie, 64, senior pastor at
First Presbyterian Church of

-~ Hollywood, is the latest in a
long line of Presbyterians to be
-appointed to.the 205-year-old
job. He was chosen from a pool

of 200 candidates by a search

committee led by Sen: Mark
- Hatfield, R-Ore. '

The chaplam opens each
Senate session with a two-

‘minute prayer and is available
to counsel the 100 senators and
6,000 Senate staffers. :

“l am stunned and thrilled

and expectant,” Ogilvie told the
" Los Angeles Times. “I have

emphasized all through my
ministry that my role is to ...
‘encourage and develop and en-
able leaders. I now have this
. with key people
who are makmg decisions, who

privilege ..

affect the destiny of the world.”

For 22 years, Ogilvie hasled
his 4,000-member Hollywood

congregation, one of the three

largest Presbyterian churches
in the nation and part of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) de- .

nomination.

Outgoing Senate Chaplam
Richard Halverson, 78, held the
job. for 14 years and is retiring

due to poor health.
Ogilvie’s appointment was

confirmed by the full Senateff

last week

2 chaplam ,

~ Abortion opponents look to Congress

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Oppo-
nents of legal abortion, seeking to dis-
tance themselves from the recent
spate of violence that has marred the
movement, pointed to the halls of
Congress as the true battleground in
their effort to end abortion Jan. 23.

“We must not ever tolerate terror-
ism on either side,” Rep. Robert Dor-
nan, R-Calif., told thousands of cheer-
ing demonstrators assembled on the
White House Ellipse for the annual
March for Life. “We don’t assassi-
nate. The bombers and assassins are
not part of our movement.”

The march, which commemorates
the Supreme Court’s Jan. 22, 1973,
Roe vs. Wade decision making abor-
tion legal, came at a time of increas-
ing debate over violence at abortion
clinics.

March leader Nellie Gray said she
had received “peculiar calls from the
media ... trying to implicate us in the
violence” as well as requests from
abortion-rights supporters to either
cancel the march or soften its lan-
guage.

“Now you know I’'m not about to

- do that,” Gray said of cancelmg the
event. “The babies need us.’

Gray blamed the recent clinic vio-
lence on what she said was violence
committed by abortion doctors. “The
violence of abortion does beget vio-
lence,” she said.

Gray’s anti-violence theme was
echoed by other speakers. A number
of freshman Republicans promised
action on anti-abortion bills shortly
after they have dealt with the Repub-
lican’s “Contract with America” eco-
nomic package.

“Yes, we condemn violence at the
front door” of clinics, said Rep. Steve
Largent, R-Okla., but abortion sup-
porters should “walk around the cor-
ner to the back door and see ... human
life thrown out into the garbage.”

Dornan told the crowd that
“you’ve got a pro-life Congress now.

“Let’s get all the economic ‘Con-
tract’ issues out of the way,” he said.
“This summer is the summer of life.”

Dornan, to the loudest cheers of
the crowd, said the centerpiece of his
agenda would be an effort to “defund
the (abortion-rights) movement itself.

We’re going to see that there is no
federal money for Planned Parent-
hood.”

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., said
abortion opponents picked up 40 seats
in the House and six or more in the
Senate but said, “I have no illusion”
that overturning abortion-rights laws
will be easy.

“The tide is turning, but it must
turn further,” Smith said. “Clearly, we
must push the envelope in this Con-
gress.”

More than a dozen members of
Congress outlined an agenda that in-
cluded, in addition to cutting off funds
for Planned Parenthood, strengthen-
ing the ban on federal funds for abor-
tions, re-enacting a ban on fetal tissue
research, instituting parental notifica-
tion laws for minors seeking abor-
tions and blocking abortion as an ap-
proved procedure in health care re-
form.

March for Life organizers seek a
“human life amendment” to the Con-
stitution that would extend human
rights to the fetus begmmng at con-
ception.

Supreme Court will hear Klan cross case

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to re-
view a lower-court order permitting
the Ku Klux Klan to erect a cross in
front of the Ohio statehouse.

At issue is a ruling by the 6th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals that private
religious speech in a public forum
does not violate the First Amend-
ment’s requirement of church-state
separation.

Klan officials filed suit after the
organization’s November 1993 appli-
cation to erect the Latin cross was de-
nied. Ohio officials previously had

A proposal to:mclude creationism as
_ part of the Merrimack, N.H., schools’ sci-

Baptlst pastor

- ® Methodists consuder restructuring. A
19- mJer task force W1thm the Umted_

alt,a

had told two boys

approved unattended displays on
statehouse grounds that featured a
Christmas tree and a menorah.

A federal district court, in a ruling
upheld by the appeals court, sided
with the Klan.

Ohio officials want the high court
to consider whether unattended reli-
gious displays convey the endorse-
ment of government when they are
located close to the seat of govern-
ment. '

The appeals court rejected that ar-
gument, finding that “truly private re-
ligious expression in a truly public

NAL NOTES

,@y;éould ot wear .,T--

forum cannot be seen as an endorse-
ment by a reasonable observer.”

The appeals court said that absent
a compelling interest, “the govern-

‘ment may not discriminate against

private speech in a public forum on
account of the speaker’s views.
Speakers with a religious message are
entitled no less access to public fo-

rums than that afforded speakers

whose message is secular and other-
wise non-religious.”

The court distinguished between
private religious speech and a govern-

‘ment-sponsored display.

“The tide is
turning, but it must
turn further.

- Clearly, we must

push the envelope

in this Congress.”
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J.




The latest version
of the law was
developed in a

more open process
than before,
allowing input from
evangelicals who
previously were
shut out.
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Threat to Russian religious liberty considered weaker

By Marty Croll
SBC Foreign Mission Board

MOSCOW (BP)—A few vocal
legislators are still working to limit
non-Orthodox religious activity in
Russia, but their latest attempts lack
the punch of earlier days.

Winds of change appear to have
carried Moscow too far into freedom
to allow even politically astute law-
makers to pass laws openly opposing
Russian evangelicals. i

Still, a proposed new law spells
out restrictions that would limit for-
eignreligious influence. And it leaves
gray areas concerning how Russians
can worship within legal guidelines,
according to Moscow religious liber-
ty experts.

The latest religious legislation
would require foreign religious work-

ers to show an official invitation from
Russian counterparts. It also would
require them to meet certain accredi-
tation standards. And it could affect
some who travel to Russia from the
West on tourist visas and engage in
religious work.

A select commiittee of the Russian
Parliament’s lower house, the Duma,
recently sent a draft of the new bill to
President Boris Yeltsin’s legal staff.

When Yeltsin will take action on
the proposed measure is unclear, but
Duma member Vitaly Savitsky told
Baptist Press in mid-January it proba-
bly would be at least another month.
The government is preoccupied with
its military action in the breakaway
southern republic of Chechnya.

Religious liberty experts in Mos-
cow say the law specifically seeks to
curtail the activity of Western evan-

gelicals who developed campaigns to
teach Christian values in public
schools after atheism, along with
communism, started losing populari-
ty several years ago.

The experts report little real inter-
est in the law, however—except from
a small group of extremists hoping to
pass it through Parliament without at-
tracting attention.

Earlier proposed religious legisla-
tion drew the ire of evangelicals
worldwide two years ago. Russian
Orthodox and communist-fascist law-
makers teamed up behind the scenes
to draft it, then used an all-out media
campaign to raise support for it. Many
top Orthodox leaders publicly sup-
ported it. Even Patriarch Alexei II
wrote a letter backing restrictions.
The letter was read on the floor of
Parliament just before lawmakers vot-

ed in favor of them.

But Yeltsin refused to sign the bill
twice. It died as its most fervent sup-
porters lost power when Yeltsin dis-
banded Parliament in September
1993 and squelched an armed coup
against him.

Legislators favoring more free-
doms have formed a coalition during
the past year to stand against commu-
nists and fascists in Parliament. The
latest version of the law was devel-
oped in a more open process than be-
fore, allowing input from evangelicals
who previously were shut out.

Still, all members of the commit-
tee that framed the law favor it except
Gleb Yakunin. Yakunin is a former
Orthodox priest defrocked by Patri-
arch Alexei after he opposed restric-
tions the first time and then refused to
vacate his Duma seat.

Missionaries help after Japan quake, hope for new vision

KOBE, Japan (BP)—The earth-
quake that devastated Kobe, Japan, in
the early morning hours of Jan. 17
jolted people awake to spiritual as
well as phiysical realities, according to
a Southern Baptist missionary as-
signed to the area.

Elaborate earthquake precautions
gave Japanese city dwellers a false
sense of security, and affluent life-
styles distracted them with material
possessions. i

But 20 seconds of predawn terror

| shattered those illusions and left hun-

dreds of thousands with only the
clothes on their backs.

the war in Chechnya seems far-re-
moved from most Americans, it is es-
pecially far-removed from most
American Christians.

Only 30 Christians were known to
be living among about 1 million
Chechens last year.

The Chechens are predominantly
Muslim—of the Sunni branch of Is-
lam. Ancient ruins of churches hint
that some Chechens became Chris-
tians more than 1,100 years ago. But
Islam came to the region in the 1500s,
and Christianity had disappeared
from the area by the end of the next
century. .

Russian imperial conquest of the
Caucasus in the 19th century was fol-
lowed by Soviet communist rule in
the 20th century. In his genocidal
campaign to rule the Soviet empire by
dividing and terrorizing whole peo-
ples, Josef Stalin deported the entire
Chechen population to Soviet Central
Asia during World War IL.

More than 200,000 people died
during the merciless forced move.
The communists also attempted to
eradicate Chechen culture and Islam
in the area.

But the oppression only increased
the religious fervor of many Chech-
ens, who are among the most devout
Muslims of the former Soviet Union.

The Chechens eventually were al-
lowed to return home, and the Chech-
eno-Ingush republic was reinstated in
1957 after Stalin’s death. Two Mus-
lim mosques reopened in 1978, and
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“Most people in Japan have no in-
terest in spiritual things. They’re com-
pletely wrapped up in their humanis-
tic goals for themselves,” said Kobe-

based Southern Baptist missionary

Ron Reynolds.

Reynolds was among thousands
driven from their homes by the earth-
quake, which measured 7.2 on the
Richter scale. It has left more than
5,000 people dead and up to 300,000
people homeless.

“Sometimes it takes something
like this to wake people up,” he said.
“You can’t help but be thankful
you’re alive and realize material

Few Christians in Chechnya

GROZNY, Chechnya (BP)—If

rising nationalism strengthened Islam
even more. :

In 1991, the Chechens declared
their independence from Russia,
which rejected the declaration. Rus-
sian President Boris Yeltsin eventual-
ly responded by starting the current
conflict.

In this violent, unstable environ-
ment live 1 million or more Chechen
men, women and children. They have
no established Christian churches and
no Bible in their own language, al-
though translation is in progress. Por-
tions of the New Testament have been
translated into Chechen.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board published a free prayer
guide for the Chechen people last
year. After the prayer guide was pub-
lished and committed Southern Bap-

" tists “prayer warriors” began praying

for the Chechens, their situation be-
gan appearing on the front pages of
newspapers around the world.

The same pattern has developed

with numerous other unevangelized

people groups most Americans had
never heard of, said Terri Willis of the
FMB international prayer strategy of-
fice. “It’s almost uncanny,” she add-
ed, “unless you believe in the power
of prayer.”

SINCE 1898

RENOVATION
PEWS
1-800-537-4723
WACO, TEXAS

things mean nothing. I hope this will
help Japanese people realize that what
we have in our hand is not as impor-
tant as what God can give us in our
heart.”

Reynolds starts churches in the
Kobe area through the Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board.

After the quake, he and his family
joined as many as 10,000 people
evacuated to the Canadian Academy,
a large boarding school for children
of missionaries and other foreigners.
In the midst of chaos, they found open
doors for ministry and witness.

Meanwhile, a Japanese Baptist

church has opened its doors as a dis-
tribution center for relief supplies
flowing into Kobe, and Southern
Baptist missionaries are helping out.
Kobe Baptist Church, which sur-
vived the earthquake, will distribute
food, water and other relief supplies
being received from various sources.
FMB missionaries Bob Sherer,
Tak Oue, Bob Dilks and Mike Brooks
are assisting with distribution of the.
much-needed supplies to residents of
the area around the church.
Contributions designated for Japan
quake relief may be sent to the FMB
at Box 6767, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Each day we get calls asking us
to help children who need to be
cared for outside their homes.
There are many we are able to help
through our seven residential pro-
grams across the state. Too often,
however, we have found ourselves
in the position of not having the
space or the program that a partic-
ular child has needed. One effort
to remedy this has been
to greatly expand our
foster care program.

In 1993 we began
recruiting families to
provide foster homes
for children. We began
this work in Western
Kentucky and in the
Louisville area and
have seen God bless it
tremendously by pro-
viding a number of
wonderful Christian

We need foster homes!

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN '

Curts C. Mooney

families or single individuals who
can open their homes to young
people who need a lot of love, dis-
cipline and structure. It is not an
easy task, because the effects of
abuse, neglect and other family
crises often are revealed in a
child’s behavior.

All the families must go
through an extensive training pro-
gram. They must be
able and willing to
work as part of a team
with our foster care
worker, the child’s so-
cial worker and the
‘child’s family. A small
stipend is paid to offset
expenses, but foster
parenting is certainly
not a way to make mon-
ey.
Being a foster parent
is a demanding task, but

families with true hearts

for children. Because these fami-
lies were willing to give of them-
selves, numerous children we
would not have been able to help
otherwise have felt the compas-
sionate touch of our Lord.

Now we are expanding the
work into Eastern Kentucky with
a foster care worker in Harold
(near Pikeville) and in Southern
Kentucky with a worker based in
Somerset. We also hope to add a
worker in central Kentucky. .

In each of these areas, we need

there is no greater re-
ward than realizing you helped a
young life at a critical time.

If you think you might be inter-
ested in this form of ministry,
please give us a call at (800) 456-
1386. You’ll be put in touch with
the worker closest to your area
who will be glad to share more in-
formation!

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.




BAPTISTS

Set goals, focus on baptisms for growth, expert says

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Smaller churches
can grow by focusing sharply on Sun-
day school and baptism goals, Neil
Jackson said in a statewide tour Jan.
16-21. '

Jackson, a church growth consult-
ant now retired from the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board, spoke
in five locations across the state.

A total of 889 people attended the
regional conferences. According to
statistics compiled at the meetings,
the 214 churches represented hope to
baptize 1,807 people this year and
enroll 5,421 people in Sunday school.

While enrolling people in Sunday
school is important, seeking to bap-
tize new converts is more important,
Jackson said.

Research shows that most church-
es need to enroll 36 new Sunday
school members in order to baptize 12

people.

Simply inflating Sunday school
rolls for the purpose of having a larg-
er enrollment will not help a church
grow, Jackson said. In fact, enrolling
people who never will step foot in the
church can create a demoralizing cli-
mate for church leaders, he said.

In a healthy church, Sunday school
attendance averages from 40 percent
to 60 percent of enrollment, Jackson
said. ,

The key to growth, he said, is fo-
cusing on baptism goals more than
enrollment goals. This should not be
promoted with a sense of guilt but as
a way of sharing the love of Christ
with all people, Jackson explained.

“Guilt is the lowest level of moti-
vator,” he said. “It’s the love of Christ
than contrains me.”

Jackson’s three-hour presentation
at Woodland Baptist Church in Lou-
isville Jan. 21 included a whirlwind
of practical suggestions and inspira-

tional thoughts. Among them:

B “Ideas last only three months.
Start an idea, but have another in the
back of your mind.”

B When setting goals, choose goals
that give specific numbers, are mea-
surable, attainable, rewarding and tan-
gible,

0l Translate broad goals into small-
er segments, such as “one baptism per
month,” so people will more readily
understand.

B Visualize church goals on signs
all over the church building as con-
stant reminders of the congregation’s
mission.

B Involve lay leadership in goal-
setting for their specific areas of re-
sponsibility so they will feel owner-
ship and a commitment to help meet
the goals.

§ Maintain a prospect file equal to
Sunday school enrollment.

I “The building controls the pro-
gram. The saturation point is 80 per-

cent of capacity.”

B “Furniture talks.” If a Sunday
school class has 15 people on roll but
only seven chairs set up, that sends a
message that not everyone is expect-
ed to attend. :

I Placing happy, friendly people as
greeters at the church doors is essen-
tial. “If I get sour grapes at the door, I
can’t hear the sermon or the lesson.”

B “The proof of good teaching is
not the size of the class. The proof of
good teaching is how many people
have gone out from your class” to
lead other classes.

l Pastors should consider spending
one hour every week calling church
members to ask for prayer concerns
and then spend a period of time pray-
ing for those needs.

I Longtime inactive members
should be moved from the member-
ship rolls to the prospect files, so they
will receive more appropriate con-
tacts.

Arkansas campus minister removed over doctrinal views

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (ABP)—A
veteran Baptist campus minister in
Little Rock, Ark., has stepped down
because of questions about his beliefs.

Dan McCauley, 50, Baptist Stu-
dent Union director at the University
of Arkansas in Little Rock since 1977,
reportedly was asked by supervisors
to resign or face firing after recent
complaints about his theology by two
students and their pastor.

Don Moore, executive director of
the Arkansas Baptist State Conven-
tion, described McCauley’s views to
state Executive Board members at a
meeting Dec. 13.

McCauley believes the Holy Spir-
it, and not the Bible, is the final au-
thority for the Christian, Moore said.
“Whatever ... the Holy Spirit reveals
to him, that is his authority,” Moore
said. Such “subjective criteria ...
leaves us with no absolute truth” and
“subverts the faith of young believ-
ers,” Moore charged.

Moore said McCauley believes in
divine inspiration for writings other
than the Bible. He said McCauley has
studied extensively a New Age reli-
gion called Urantia, which Moore
called “a mixture of space science,
Hinduism, mysticism and Christiani-
ty which was supposed to have been

given by extra-terrestrial beings.”

McCauley’s “openness to receive
truth wherever he finds it is frighten-
ing,” Moore said. ) :

Concerning the security of believ-
ers, McCauley breaks “with our com-
monly held faith that personal re-
demption is once for all secured to
those who by repentance and faith are
born into the Kingdom,” Moore said.

Moore told the Arkansas Baptist
Newsmagazine, however, that Mc-
Cauley’s disputed views “have not
been taught in formal settings but
have been communicated in confer-
ences with individuals and with the
staff from time to time.”

As a condition of his severance
agreement, McCauley is not free to
discuss details of the resignation. He
is on leave with pay until March 31.

However, in a text of a sermon he
preached Jan. 15 at a Little Rock
church, McCauley said he believes
“there is some misunderstanding”
about his views.

McCauley said he believes the Bi-
ble is “fully inspired by the Holy Spir-
it” and “totally sufficient in leading us
into an understanding of who God is
and our responsibility in that relation-
ship.”

However, he said: “I believe the
Bible is a tool to lead us to God, not a
substitute for a relationship with God.
We are not ‘born again’ through our

. relationship to the Bible but through

our relationship with God. My posi-
tion is that ultimate authority should
only be given to God as revealed in
Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.”
Without the Holy Spirit’s role to

“convict” the believer of the truths -

contained in Scripture, commitment
to the Bible can descend into “bibliol-
atry,” a “heresy (that) is hindering
people from entering the kingdom of
heaven,” he said. .

McCauley said he does believe

. God is revealed outside the Bible as

well.

“Even though I believe the Bible
to be sufficient, I do not believe the
Bible to contain all there is to know
about truth,” he said. “I believe the
Scriptures when they testify that God
is truth. And whereas neither science
nor philosophy nor religion can con-
tain the whole of God, where there is
truth in science, it is of God; where
there is truth in philosophy, it is of
God; and where there is truth in reli-
gion, it is of God.”

Concerning the possibility that be-
lievers may “fall from grace” and lose
their salvation, McCauley said: “I be-
lieve that what God holds in the palm
of his hand cannot be snatched by any
other power on earth or in the spiritu-
al realms, but I believe we do not lose
our free will just because we are saved
or born-again.”

Acknowledging that some people
regard the possibility of apostasy as
being “contrary to Scripture,” Mc-

Cauley countered that the issue “is:

just a matter of interpretation and em-
phasis.” :

“Why would I even suggest to a
student that it may be possible to re-
ject our covenant with God?” McCau-
ley asked. “Cheap grace. For decades
we have been baptizing young people
in our churches who see Jesus only as
Savior, not Lord.”

“Can I, in good conscience, sit
back and allow my students to believe
that all God desires from us is our
name on a church membership role
somewhere?” he asked. “I think not.”

Some of McCauley’s supporters
say his views not only were misun-
derstood but did not get a fair hearing
before he was asked to resign.

Other than the two students who
initiated the complaint against Mc-
Cauley, “no other student from the
BSU was ever talked to,” said BSU
President Joey Cobble. Cobble said
he never was invited to meet with
state convention leaders about con-
cerns over McCauley’s alleged teach-
ings, even though he faxed a letter to
the state convention office asking for
a meeting.

Neither Moore nor David James,
state BSU director, were available for
comment.

Church-starting group forms as “friend’ of Fellowship

CARTERSVILLE, Ga. (ABP)—
An organization for starting new
churches on behalf of the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship formed at a meet-
ing Jan. 19-20 in Cartersville, Ga.

A group of church planters sym-
pathetic to the Fellowship voted to
establish “Friends of New Churches,”
an autonomous corporation designed,
according to a purpose statement, “to
serve God through the birthing and
nurturing of new free-and-faithful
Baptist churches.”

The group intends to seek recog-
nition and funding as a “friend” of the
Fellowship, an organization formed
in 1991 by moderate Baptists to offer

alternative ministries to those provid-
ed by the conservative-dominated
Southern Baptist Convention.

The 26 participants who convened
at Heritage Baptist Church in Carters-
ville, Ga., were drawn from an infor-
mal network of about 45 new church-
es which affiliate primarily with the
Fellowship and in some cases not at
all with the SBC.

They advocate the intentional es-

tablishing of new Fellowship-affiliat- -

ed churches, an emphasis they say is
lacking in the Fellowship.

“There’s a group in the CBF that
says, ‘We’re not a denomination. We
don’t start new churches.” There’s

another group that says, ‘We’re go-
ing to do this. Somebody’s got to do
it” Now we’re here to say, ‘We’ll
help start churches,”” said Will Cart-
er, pastor of First Fellowship Baptist
Church of Knoxville, Tenn., and the
group’s first chairperson.

Unlike the SBC, which helps fund
about 2,000 new churches and mis-
sions through its Home Mission
Board, the Fellowship currently offers
no funding for the starting of church-
es in the United States.

Some Fellowship members op-
pose church-starting efforts because
they fear reopening the hotly debated
question of whether the Fellowship

has become a new denomination.

Keith Parks, the Fellowship’s glo-
bal missions coordinator, said Friends
of New Churches helps allay that con-
cern by taking up the church-starting
mantle as an autonomous “friend” of
the Fellowship. :

“I personally think there are some

ecclesiological issues that become a |

problem if, from the office in Atlanta,
we try to sponsor new churches,”
Parks said. “Many of our people are
concerned about that. Basically we
feel churches start churches.”

The process of planting churches
should be centered in the local church
as much as possible, Parks said.
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Prayer needs
go on-line

RICHMOND, Va.
(BP)—CompassionNet,
a worldwide electronic
prayer network
sponsored by the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, went on-
line Jan. 1 with SBCNet,
Southern Baptists’
computer network.

Urgent prayer
needs—from the most
remote mission fields—
can be communicated

instantaneously to

Southern Baptists
worldwide, said Randy
Sprinkle, director of the
FMB'’s international
prayer strategy office.

- Prayer requests from
missionaries will be -
posted on
CompassionNet as
quickly as they are
received, Sprinkle said.
CompassionNet users
will find the requests
filed under such
categories as country,
unreached people group
and mega-city.

Access 1o
CompassionNet requires
only a personal
computer equipped with
a modem and
subscriptions to
CompuServe and
SBCNet. For a limited
time, a free introductory

L subscription may be

obtained by calling

SBCNet at (800) 325-

7749. The kit includes a
free'month on
CompuServe and a $25
usage credit that can be
applied toward SBCNet
access.
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KENTUCKY KERNELS

The Gallup Poll reports
79 percent of American
__adults would not object
: to public schools
offering courses in
comparative religions
and 75 percent would
not object to the Bible
being used in
classrooms.

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BENTON—Hershell Spears re-
signed as pastor of Sharpe Church.
B FAIRDALE—Cove Church
elected James Crowe as an active
deacon Jan. 8. Roger Hodge is pas-
tor.

B GEORGETOWN—Lyle Road
Church called Joe Kyser as interim
pastor. 3

B LOUISVILLE—Lee Warf re-
signed as pastor of Lakewood
Church to pursue his education and
fulfill a calling to work in mission
churches.

Southern Seminary named Mar-
tin Hill, native of Raleigh, N.C., cir-
culation and systems librarian. He
previously served for six years as
computer systems librarian and

Mountains to the Misissippi

manager of the audio visual learning
center at Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas.

Bobby Woods resigned as associ-
ate pastor and youth minister at Jef-
fersontown Church to become pastor
at Mount Pleasant Church in Orleans,
Ind.

B MURRAY—Dennis Norvell re-
signed as pastor at Poplar Springs
Church. |

Spring Creek Church will ordain
Dave Watson and Terry Lee as dea-
cons Feb. 5. Also, the church’s fel-
lowship hall and sanctuary have been
remodeled.

B WHITESBURG—Tom Stokes
resigned as pastor of First Church.

FRANKFORT—Nearly 25,000
Kentucky children were abused or
neglected by their caretakers last
year, and 29 of those children died
as a result.

From July 1, 1993, through June
30, 1994, the Kentucky Department
for Social Services confirmed
24,877 cases of abuse or neglect.

The number of Kentucky chil-
dren killed by domestic abuse and
neglect has ‘nearly doubled since

125,000 Kentucky children abused

to child abuse or neglect last year, 28

were 5 years old or younger. The
victims most often were caucasian
males.

“People are often shocked to find
out that the biggest threat to Ameri-
ca’s children is not a stranger lurk-
ing in the dark, but rather a person
known to the child and often a par-
ent,” said Social Services Commis-
sioner Peggy Wallace.

- /To.report child abuse or neglect,

1988, from 15 to 29.

Of the ‘29 children who died due

call the state abuse hotline at (800)
752-6200.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: First Baptist Hop-
kinsville accepting resumés for full-
time minister of music. Mail to FBC,
1400 S. Main St., Hopkinsville, KY
42240, Attn. Minister of Music
Search Committee.

TOUR: Baptist heritage tour, Brit-
ain; July 26-Aug. 8. Cost: $1,800.
Contact Bill Leonard, Samford Uni-
versity, ‘Birmingham, AL 35229.
Phone (205) 870-2839.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music, Sunday morning and evening
worship and choir leadership. Send
resumé to: Personnel Committee,
Midlane Park Baptist Church, 6500
Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY 40218.

TRIP: For single adults, June 15-
27. France, Switzerland and Spain.
$1,995 double occupancy. For more
information, contact single adult min-
istry, Calvary Baptist Church, Lex-
ington, (606) 254-3491.

NEEDED: organist. Part-time po-
sition available. Wicks pipe organ.
Send resumé to: Organist Search
Committee, First Baptist Church, 246
N. Main St., Madisonville, KY
4243]. Resumés accepted through
March 1, 1995.

WANTED: Full-time minister of
music and education. Send resumé to
Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, c/o min-

.ister of music/education search com-

mittee. P.O. Box 924, Shepherdsville,
Ky. 40165.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and education; First Baptist
Church, Pineville, Ky. Interested?
Send resumé to P.O. Box 710, 40977.

SCANDINAVIAN TOUR: Visit
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland
and Helsinki July 1-15. Tour hosts:
Dr. Stephen McSwain and Mrs.
Bettye McSwain. Cost: $3,498 per
person from New York. Optional 3-
day St. Petersburg tour available. For
details and brochure, call (502) 423-
1342 or.367-9155.

SEEKING: Youth director, part-
time position. Send resumé to
Caneyville Baptist Church, P.O. Box
446, Caneyville, KY 40271.

SEEKING: Minister of youth and
music, part-time position. Send re-
sumé to Ashby Lane Baptist Church,
6617 Ashby Lane, Louisville, KY
40272.

NEEDED: Youth groups in At-
lanta, Orlando, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Buffalo for 1995 summer mis-
sion projects. We provide lodging, as-
signment. For more information,
costs, call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth
on Mission, Box 2095, Rocky Mount,
N.C. 27802. (919) 985-4499.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Potatoes in the Pot

Since the nearest mall is several miles away,
Oneida doesn’t have the luxury of a food court.
We have to make our own. One of the most pop-
ular places on our campus is the cafeteria. Food,
fellowship, jokes and tall tales abound. What a
wonderful place to gather! ;

Our food service director is Melissa Under-
wood. She supervises a staff of 15 cooks. Ada
Abner has served in our kitchen for 25 years.
Archie Couch has cooked for us the past 20
years.

In addition to cooking for students
and staff, these ladies are often called
upon to put out extra servings for
guests. Usually large groups will let

put food in coolers for storage.

dishwasher, check dishes and trays for cleanli-
ness and restock the tray cart for the next meal.

guidelines from this program in planning our

sweep and mop, help with salad preparation, and

Girls in the dishroom prepare dishes for the

We participate in the National School Lunch
and Breakfast Program. Underwood follows the

school day breakfast and lunch menus. She uses
an assortment of colored posters to promote the
new food pyramid. Bulletin boards in each din-

: ing room display information about
nutrition facts. Some classes partici-
pated in a poster contest and Under-
wood fixed healthy snacks for the

us know they are coming, but our
cooks always have extra portions for
unexpected visitors. When anyone
has driven to Oneida, the least we can
offer him is a fine meal. If you have
ever driven the mountain roads to
Oneida, youll agree that no one ar- -
rives here by accident! Our staff is al-
_ways on standby to add another pota-
to to the pot.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

winners.

If you have been to a meal at Onei-
da, you know our students eat well!
We do offer a variety of incentives to
encourage them to clean their plates
and not be wasteful."

One of our favorite foods is the
homemade rolls. We have them at
least once per day, often twice. Near-
ly all of the pork and beef we eat is

As important as our cooks are, we
could not provide the meals we do without our
students. Our kitchen and dining hall are prima-
ry areas of service for the many girls in our work
program.

Kitchen and dining hall duty gives students
the opportunity for advancement. Those who do
especially well may be promoted to the clerk po-
sition, overseeing other girls. Clerks, in turn, are
supervised by cooks.

Girls may choose to work in one of three ar-
£as of food service. The dining hall staff cleans
the dining halls, supplies the serving line and fills
the milk coolers.

The kitchen workers wash pots and pans,

raised on our farm. 1

We have been blessed with many ongoing
contributions of food. Bakeries, grocery ware-
houses and several other outlets have been very
generous in keeping us supplied with items from
donuts to yogurt. Since we serve nearly 2,100
meals daily, it doesn’t take long to use up these
foods. .

Come visit us any time. You are always wel-
come in our food court. We’ll make sure there
will be enough potatoes in the pot.

Written by Melissa Underwood, food service director

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

The first chapel of this semes-
ter emphasized “Here’s Hope.
Share Jesus Now.” Members of
the campus family were asked to
make a commitment with God’s
help to share the gospel each day
for 60 days.

by Christians, it is easy to become
isolated from the lost world. Op-
portunities do come; we must be
alert to them. I sincere-
ly asked the Lord for
freedom to share as he
gave  opportunities.
One afternoon I pulled
into a self-service fill-
ing station. A young
man also stopped at an
adjoining pump. We
exchanged greetings
about the weather and
soon the door opened
for me to ask him about
Christ. It turned out he
had gone to school with
one of my daughters. He was a
Christian. He expressed concern
about his mother who needed to
make some spiritual decisions.

The next night at church, two
teenage girls inquired about my
son; one was a young lady I did not
‘know. As we talked, it was natural
to include a question about her re-
lationship to Christ and his church.
She was saved but needed to be
baptized.

At Thursday visitation, my pros-
pect had moved, but the new resi-

Share Jesus Now—Week 1

. In a Bible college, surrounded |

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

'Bill Whittaker

dent, Debbie, a mother with a small
child, let me talk with her on the
front porch. She was not a Christian.

On my way back to town, I
stopped at the hospital. Darrell
was standing on the front steps.
His daughter had surgery earlier in
the day. We talked about family
crises. It was natural to ask about
his relationship to Christ. He was
not a Christian. He talked about
his godly mother, but
was unwilling to trust
Christ. As I left, Perry’s
nephew came out. His
wife had just had a
baby and I received a
cigar. The new dad was
a Christian, but his wife
was not. “She’s hard-
hearted, and right now
is not in any shape to
talk.” I wrote a note on
the back of a tract and
told him to give it to
her.

The next night my wife and I
went out to eat. Our server fre-
quently asked us, “Is everything al-
right?” Before we left, I asked her
if everything was alright.

In our second chapel I asked
for “Here’s Hope” testimonies.
Student Darrell Everly told of two
people saved in a home visit.
That’s the hope we have to share.
Now is the time.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Refugee baby a product of shame & a redemption |

BUKOBA, Tanzania (BP)—An-
namary Neema is a product of the
great shame of Rwanda—an orphan
refugee deprived of her family by
last year’s ethnic slaughter and of
her mother by death just days after
she was born.

Yet she’s also the redemption of
the much lesser—but still very
real—“shame” of William and Feli-
ciana Caroli, a Tanzanian Baptist pas-
tor and his wife. They help lead min-
istry in Rwandan refugee camps in
northwestern Tanzania.

Just days before Annamary was
born last summer, her mother joined
the surging scramble across jungles
and swamps to flee the killing in
Rwanda. Nine days after her August
birth, Annamary was orphaned. Her
mother probably died from meningi-
tis, and there were numerous indica-
tors she had AIDS.

The infant, facing as bleak a fu-
ture as almost any baby in the world,
was taken to St. Mary’s Hospital in
Isingiro, Tanzania, where the Ro-
man Catholic nurses fell in love with
her.

Meanwhile, another “homeless”
refugee from Rwanda got involved:
Southern Baptist missionary Janet
Hooten.

Hooten also was forced to flee
Rwanda with her family during the
civil war. She and her husband, Dav-
id, were working with other Foreign
Mission Board missionaries in the
Kagenya Refugee Camp in Tanza-

Told of Annamary’s plight, she
and her husband walked from hut to
hut for days in the refugee zone
where the baby’s mother had lived,
looking for relatives. But no one
knew anything about the dead wom-
an or her baby. No one claimed the
mother’s body for burial.

The day after their unfruitful
search ended, Hooten was visiting
with Feliciana Caroli, who was
working as a cook for the Baptist
Relief Services refugee camp. Caro-
li, married for six years to a Baptist
pastor, had no children.

Being childless “is a shame for
us” in Tanzanian culture, she told the
missionary. The couple wanted ei-
ther medical help to overcome their
inability to have children or help to
adopt a child.

Hooten hadn’t mentioned the or-
phaned baby girl before. But when
she did, Caroli eagerly agreed to
pray with her husband about adopt-
ing the infant. Early the next morn-
ing they answered “yes.”

But the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees has ruled
that Rwandan orphans should be
placed with Rwandan families. The
fact that there were more orphans
than families willing to take them—
and that any such adoption would
doom Annamary to years, if not a
lifetime, in a refugee camp—didn’t
change the administrative decision.

So while Annamary grew fat and
spoiled at the hospital in the care of
fiercely protective nurses, Hooten

and others looked unsuccessfully for
a “suitable home” by U.N. stan-
dards—all the while praying the
Carolis would get to adopt the child.

Twice when the Carolis felt they
were on the verge of becoming An-
namary’s parents, they instead ab-
sorbed emotional body blows. First
they were informed the baby might
be HIV-positive.

After several days of prayerful
struggle, they still felt they wanted
to take the girl and trust God to care
for her needs. HIV tests won’t show
definitive results until the baby is
older, Hooten said.

Later the Carolis were told they
would have to foster-parent An-
namary for two years to give time for
any relatives to be found. If any ap-
peared in that time, they would have
to surrender the child immediately.
Again, they were willing to take the
risk.

Finally, on Dec. 14, the last sig-
nature was affixed to the last form
and Annamary, for the first time in

-four months, had -a mother. And for

the first time in her life, she has a
father.

Her new parents have a good
farm, and her father is employed as
an evangelist by the Baptist Conven-
tion of Tanzania. He is pastor of
Nykabwera Baptist Church, a mis-
sion congregation just outside the
Kagenya camp, and is one of the
leaders in evangelistic outreach to
the refugees.

Annamary is one of almost 200

Couple believes God wants more than the

PINE, Ariz.—Lee and Bonnie
McClanahan started with a single
goal about 45 years ago: a church
nursery for their infant son.

Now, about 50 church construc-
tion projects later, the Mission Ser-
vice Corps volunteers talk about
how fun it is living a simple life to-
tally committed to God.

The McClanahans are consultants
with Arizona Southern Baptist
Builders, which helps churches con-
struct economical facilities by ac-
quiring building materials and coor-
dinating volunteer labor.

As volunteers for more than two
years, they are also considered home
missionaries and receive ministry
support from the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board.

When not living in their convert-
ed 1957 International bus at a job
site, they make their home in the the
forested mountains of Pine, Ariz.
The bus becomes McClanahan’s

home away from home for weeks at -

a time.

Mrs. McClanahan runs a gift
shop five days a week and then joins
her husband on construction sites the
other two days of the week.

The McClanahans dedicated their
lives to full-time Christian service in
1954. “We realized God wanted
something more than just attending
church and doing that which was
convenient,” Mrs. McClanahan said.

But first, God had to speak rather
pointedly to get McClanahan’s at-
tention. He owned a profitable cabi-
net business in Tucson, Ariz. Al-

though there were many church
building projects in town, he never
found the time to help.

“My goal was never to be hungry
again,” he said, explaining that his
father died when he was 3, leaving
him to pass through a series of 11
foster homes until the age of 13,
when he struck out on his own.

Suddenly, though, sent to bed for
90 days with valley fever, a col-
lapsed lung and pneumonia, Mc-
Clanahan had time to listen to God.

“I realized that the important
things in life were not what I had
desired—the money, fancy cars and
the big home—but the reality was
that only what lasted for eternity
counted,” he said.

Because of his illness and inabil-
ity to work, the McClanahans lost
their business and almost everything
they owned. With their remaining
$1,300, they moved to Phoenix for
McClanahan to attend Grand Can-
yon University.

Then, rejected for mission service
by the Foreign Mission Board be-
cause of his health history, the cou-
ple moved to Pine one year after he
graduated from college. The small
Mormon town, along with the rest of
the state and sometimes neighboring
states, became their mission field.

After hitting bottom, the Mc-
Clanahans discovered a new life-
style.

“We are minimalists,” he ex-
plained. “We believe we should live
on as little as possible for our own
use and then everything else should

go back into God’s work.

“In reality, we don’t have any
money; it all belongs to the Lord
anyhow,” he said.

It’s a lifestyle to which they’re
both committed. “If people could
just understand how much fun it is
to learn to depend totally on God and
not worry about all these little
things, and big things,” Mrs. Mc-
Clanahan added.

That dependence on God is evi-
dent in their ministry, also.

“We see over and over that God
is in charge of scheduling what we
do,” McClanahan said. “He sends
the materials. He sends the people
and the equipment we need at the
time we need it. God will furnish
anything you need to accomplish his
purpose.”

The McClanahans tell story after
story about God’s timing and provi-

- sion:

I A man in Washington donated
a wood-fired furnace to White
Mountain Apache Baptist Church in
Whiteriver, Ariz., after McClanahan
led the church to pray for one.

I A welder from Kentucky unex-
pectedly showed up at an Arizona
church building site on the day it was
time to weld brackets on steel
beams.

B A construction worker, whose
truck broke down by a church build-
ing project in Winslow, Ariz.,
helped with the building and gave
his life to Jesus Christ while waiting
for truck parts.

The McClanahans see their job as

unaccompanied, abandoned or or-
phaned children Baptist Relief Ser-
vices has placed with suitable fami-
lies within the refugee camps in Tan-
zania. That’s in addition to the hun-
dreds of Rwandan children being
cared for by missionaries and Bap-
tists in a Zaire camp.

convenient

more than constructing church
buildings. “The building is just a
tool, and even the building process
is just a tool to reach people for
Christ and to help people grow as
Christians,” McClanahan said.
Today, the McClanahans face a

transition in their ministry. In July

1993 he was diagnosed with cancer.
The cancer is in remission now, but
he suffers some neurological impair-
ment. -

Their main goal is to stay home
and build a warehouse to store build-
ing supplies and equipment for the
Arizona Southern Baptist Builders.
Right now the supplies are stored in
various piles and buildings on their
property.

Some people might look at the
conglomeration as a junkyard, but the
McClanahans see a multitude of un-
assembled new church buildings.

SHAME REDEEMED An-
namary Neema didn’t suffer
the fate of countless chil-
dren who died in Rwanda’s
civil war. But she is a prod-
uct of the nation’s shame.
She has been adopted by a
Tanzanian Baptist couple,
who, in their culture, felt
another kind of shame from
being childless. (BP photo
by Kevin Morley)

SIMPLY SERVANTS Lee
and Bonnie McClanahan,
shown here in their simple
house in Pine, Ariz., have
chosen to live a “minimal-
ist” lifestyle in order to de-
vote their time and resourc-
es to building churches.
(Photo by Paul Obregon)
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- TheHardest Part
' Of LonelinessIsFacin
It All Alone.

Loneliness. It's one of hfes most difficult Stmggles But it doesn thave to be. Because not
far from you, there's a place where you can beat that sense of hopeless isolation.
Our church. It'sa place full ot)éeople who love. People who look for s e
ways to support each other through life's struggles. People who make faith- E—
ful friends. Friends who last a lifetime. _— =

That's why we're inviting you to join us in worship. To experience first-
hand the love that Christ has given us. And realize that loneliness is not

something you havetggace egl alone. ! 1 |
No matter how bad it's been, there's hope Heres H e®

because Jesus cares for you.
Amessage of life from Southern Baptists.

® A national revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Board
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