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FOR THE RECORD 

Probation criticized 
Presidents of two other 

SBC seminaries have 
critizized the probation 

status placed on 
Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary by 
one of its accrediting 

agencies. See page 2. 

Henry in Kentucky 
Southern Baptist 

Convention President 
Jim Henry returned to 
Kentucky last week to 
help install a church's 

new pastor. See page 3. 

Family Forum 
I've been single for 10 

years. The children are 
gone and nothing is 

exciting. Where is that 
joyful single life? 

See page 4. 

Editorial 
Welfare reform could 

create child-care 
challenges for churches. 

See page 5. 

Where's hope? 
Rather than asking what 
we believe about Jesus, 

consider what Jesus 
believes about us. 

See page 8. 

Who gives? 
A new study questions 

the notion that the poor 
give more to charity than 

the rich. See page 11. 

Calvinist outreach 
An association of 
Southern Baptist 

Calvinists has mailed 
copies of its Founders 

Journal nationwide with 
an appeal for Southern 

Baptists to return to their 
theological roots. 

See page 13. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Missionaries face challenges in Mexico 
By Mary Speidel 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

LAS MARGARITAS, Mexico 
(BP)- Charles Collins drums his 
hand on the steering wheel, keeping 
time to music on a Christian praise 

• tape. 
"I will trust in you and will not 

be afraid," the lyrics say. 
This morning Collins and his 

wife, Jan, have good reason to fear. 
Just a few weeks earlier, Mexi­

co' s Zapatista rebels set up barri­
cades along roads in this region. 
They searched vehicles at gunpoint, 
boarded buses and demanded mon­
ey from passengers. 

But today, all seems calm along 
the route from San Cristobal de Las 
Casas to Las Margaritas in Chiapas, 
Mexico's poorest and southernmost 
state. The only roadblocks: several 
checkpoints manned by the Mexi­
can military. 

Collins stops his truck at one just 
outside San Cristobal. After he 
shows a Red Cross identification 
card, a soldier waves him through. 

"Have a good day," Collins re-
sponds in Spanish. . 

• Collins volunteers as a paramed­
ic with the Mexican Red Cross. But 
that's not what brought him to Chi­
apas. He and his wife, from Jackson 
and Yuma, Tenn., respectively, are 
the only Southern Baptist mission­
aries in the state. They came to help 
plant and develop Baptist churches. 

MAKING FRIENDS Charles Collins, Southern Baptist missionary in Mexico 's Chiapas 
state, talks with a girl living in a refugee camp inside a sports stadium in Las Marga­
ritas. Last year, Collins and his wife, Jan, helped coordinate Baptist feeding kitchens 
for refugees in the area. The indigenous refugees fled their homes when lapatista 
rebels took over their towns. (BP photo by Warren Johnson) 

time with just the right skills," ob­
serves missionary Larry Gay, who 
directs the work of Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Mexico. 

The Collinses moved to the state 
capital ofTuxtla Gutierrez just a few 
months before Indian rebels took up 

the missionaries were new to Chia­
pas, "still trying to get a handle on 
living in Mexico," Collins recalls. 

They stayed put in Tuxtla, sever­
al hours' drive from the conflict. 
"We were minding our own busi­
ness, doing what we could here," 

Mrs. Collins says. 
. On Jan. 15 their phone rang. 

Earlier, they planted churches 
among indigenous people in 
Guatemala. There, while trans­
lating for Arkansas Baptist 
medical volunteers, both felt ~ · 
God leading them to get medi- ~ 
cal training. During the couple's I u u cw■■r 

It was Gay, asking them to see 
how Baptists might minister in 
the wake of the uprising. 

A few weeks later the Col­
linses were cooking beans for 
war refugees. Collins ' Red 
Cross connections helped them 

next furlough and a leave of ab­
sence in Jonesboro, Ark., Col­
lins, a former pastor, trained to 
became a paramedic. Mrs. Collins, 
a former teacher, studied to become 
a licensed practical nurse. 

"We wanted to increase our. 
scope of ministry when we returned 
to Guatemala," Mrs. Collins ex­
plains. 

But when it came time to go 
back, God instead directed them to 
Chiapas, which borders Guatemala. 

"They arrived at just the right 

arms on New Year's Day 1994. The 
Zapatista National Liberation 
Army- demanding social justice 
for the region's indigenous peo­
ple- seized several towns in Chia­
pas. About 150 people died in the 
two-week conflict with government 
troops. 

Such tensions were nothing new 
to the Collinses, who lived near 
guerrilla warfare in Guatemala. But 

get government permission to oper­
ate three feeding kitchens in shelters 
near the combat zone. Doors also 
opened because of Baptists' good 
reputation for relief work during 
Mexico's 1985 earthquake. 

Two other Foreign Mission 
Board missionaries, Phil and Peggy 
Templin, who live in a nearby state, 
moved temporarily to Chiapas to 
D See Missionaries face ... , page 6 

Couples now 
seek unity 
in spiritual 
relationships 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

NASHVILLE (RNS)- Jim Tid­
well describes himself as a gruff guy 
who focused more on his mortgage 
business than matters of the heart. He 
attended church, sang in the choir and 
left Bible study. to his wife, Linda. 

But after attending an "Experienc­
ing God Weekend for Couples" in 
January, his life and his love for his 
wife have reached a new spiritual 
plane. 

"I recommitted myself personally, 
not only to the Lord-but to my wife," 
said Tidwell, a Southern Baptist from 
Nashville. 

He's committed to reading the Bi­
ble daily with his wife, and she ' s 
spending less time at her home com­
puter and more time with him. 

"We're on a spiritual high," 
gushed Linda Tidwell. "I have never 
been so excited." 

Spiritual renewal- for two-is in. 
These folks aren't talking about what 
flowers or brand of candy they're go­
ing to buy their spouses on Valen­
tine's Day. They' re going beneath, the 
surface of superficial love into a spir­
itual realm that deepens their under-
standing of each other. . 

More than 25 years after Marriage 
Encounter weekends first used lingo 
like "God's plan" for couples, there' s 
been an increase in retreat attendance, 
book buying and now even video 
viewing on how to enhance the spiri­
tual aspect of couples' lives. 

Spouses are going away for the 
weekend and leaving their kids be­
hind, shutting themselves in a room 
with a Bible study guide or joining 
other couples in weekly classes to 
learn how they can relate to God to­
gether. 

For about 15 years, the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board has 
sponsored "Festivals of Marriage," 
get-away weekends that address rela­
tionship issues such as finance, ro-
0 See Couples seek ... , page 11 

Warm news for a cold winter: Last year's VBS was good 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Even though much of the state still 
has snow on the ground, it's time to 
start thinking about summer sunshine 
and vacation Bible school, according 
to Jewell Nelson, associate in the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's Sun­
day school department. 

Nelson said newly released figures 
show Kentucky Baptists had a good 
year in VBS in 1994. Advance plan­
ning will ensure an even better year 
in 1995, she said. 

Kentucky Baptist churches held 
1,410 vacation Bible schools last 

year. That's down from the previous 
year, but Nelson said she is glad to 
note an increase in backyard Bible 
clubs held in Kentucky last year. 

A total of 213 backyard Bible 
clubs were reported for 1994, up from 
128 the year before. Backyard Bible 
clubs are similar to VBS but usually 
are conducted as an outreach tool 
away from the church property. 

Kentucky Baptist churches en­
rolied 131,641 people in VBS, back­
yard Bible clubs and mission VBS 
programs last year. From those stu­
dents, churches discovered 30,586 
prospects. 

Although the total number of stu-

dents enrolled declined, Nelson said 
the increase in total number of pros­
pects discovered is a good sign. 

"We reach more prospects through 
VBS than through any other program 
we have," she explained. "And this 
time we brought more of those pros­
pects into Sunday school." 

The key is for churches to follow­
up on the prospects they discover, she 
said. Even in the cold months of win­
ter it's not too late to call on those 
prospects, she advised. 

Another significant trend in this 
year's VBS statistics is the continu­
ing movement toward night VBS. 

Only 25 percent of Kentucky 

churches held their VBS programs in 
the daytime. The majority- 75 per­
cent-held either a nighttime school 
or a combination of nighttime and 
daytime schools. 

Also last year, 2,179 people pro­
fossed faith in Jesus Christ through 
VBS, backyard Bible clubs and mis­
sion VBS programs. This is a signifi­
cant_ increase over the 1,802 profes­
sions of faith recorded the previous 
year. 

Kentucky churches also collected 
VBS offerings of $111,988 last year. 
Of this total, $72,611 went to the Co­
operative Program and $39,377 went 
to other causes. 

,. 



BAPTISTS" 
Mohler & Patterson question probation 

Southwestern's 
probation "appears 
• to be rooted in a 

context of 
retribution, rather 

than in a 
redemptive and 

constructive 
intention." 

Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)­
The two-year probation assessed 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary by a major accrediting 
agency has renewed criticism that the 
agency discriminates against conser­
vative schools. 

Paige Patterson, president of South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., said the Associ­
ation of Theological Schools discrimi­
nates against seminaries that require 
professors to sign confessions of faith. 
He charged A TS with disregard "for 
the freedom of a confessional people 
to be self-determining and faithful to 
their most cherished belief." 

Al Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, issued a statement charging 
the ATS decision "appears to be root­
ed in a context of retribution, rather 
than in a redemptive and constructive 
intention." 

However, in the Jan. 27 letter to 
Southwestern announcing probation, 
the agency's associate director said 
the seminary's confessional nature 
had nothing to do with probation. 

The probation was mandated, 
ATS said, because Southwestern's 
trustees violated their own governing 
documents when they fired President 
Russell Dilday in March 1994. ATS 
further charged trustees have imped­
ed academic freedom at the school. 

A copy of the A TS letter outlining 
factors in Southwestern's probation 
was obtained last week by Associated 
Baptist Press. Earlier, Southwestern 
administrators had released only se-

. lected portions of the letter. 
Dilday's firing by trustees empow­

ered by the Southern Baptist Con­
vetion's conservative movement gen­
erated a firestorm of protest . from 
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seminary alumni, donors, faculty and 
students. Both Mohler and Patterson 
are prominent apologists for the 
SBC's conservative movement. 

Privately, some Southern Baptist 
educators say the action against 
Southwestern has prompted renewed 
interest in forming a new accrediting . 
agency for conservative schools. 

Mohler downplayed that possibil­
ity, but did not rule it out. 

In early Jamiary, Mohler delivered 
a one-hour speech to the Fellowship 
of Evangelical Seminary Presidents 
and accused ATS of being insensitive 
to conservative schools that demand 
their professors adhere to doctrinal 
requirements. 

Mohler said his remarks to the 
presidents' group focused on a "ma­
jor divide among theological institu­
tions" between schools that are "con­
fessional and those that are non-con­
fessional." 

A TS has not allowed confessional 
institutions enough latitude in their 

· particular understanding of academic 
freedom, Mohler said. 

Mohler said he believes the ac­
crediting agency's "explicit stan­
dards" for academic freedom "are met 
and exceeded by all six of the South­
ern Baptist seminaries," but that a 
problem lies with "interpretation and 
implementation." 

A TS Associate Director • Dan 
Aleshire, in his letter to Southwestern, 
explained that most seminaries ac­
credited by ATS are "confessional." 
Aleshire said ATS standards "support 
the confessional nature of these theo­
logical schools. 

'The confessional nature of South­
western Seminary and the board's 
authority to terminate the president 
are not the reasons for the A TS ac-

tion," Aleshire wrote. 
He said the central concern of A TS 

is that Southwestern' s trustee board 
"appears to be either unaware of or 
unresponsive to ATS understandings 
of appropriate governance of a theo­
logical school." 

Over a period of "several years," 
trustees failed to implement their own 
procedures for presidential evalua­
tion; Aleshire wrote, and decisions 
regarding faculty "created the persis­
tent perception that published criteria 
and the formally adopted confession­
al statement have not always been 
carefully followed." 

Despite rumors of plans to form a 
new accrediting agency, Mohler 
stopped short of calling for such an 
action last week. 

In 1990, a motion was made at the 
SBC annual meeting to study the fea­
sibility of establishing a denomina­
tional accrediting agency. The motion 
was referred to the SBC Education 
Commission, which recommended 
against forming any accrediting body 
that would "interfere with or attempt 
to substitute for the existing good re­
lations with the regional accrediting 
associations." 

Meanwhile, the SBC Executive 
Committee appointed its own task 
force to study accreditation of the 
convention's seminaries. Working 
with a similar group on the Education 
Commission, the task, force recom­
mended that trustees be better trained 
to understand accreditation issues and 
presented a resolution asking accred­
iting agencies to "strive for greater 
consistency" in evaluation of schools 
and to take care to avoid "the appear­
ance of pressure designed to affect the 
theological posture of educational in-
stitutions." • 
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Alternative 
pastors' event 
. set for Atlanta 

TAMP A, Fla. (ABP)- A 
Florida pastor is organizing a 
"middle-of-the-road" conference 
for June 18-19 in Atlanta as an 
alternative to the SBC Pastors' 
Conference. 

The two-day "preaching and 
worship conference" will feature 
messages from Richard Jackson, 
Jess Moody and Frank Pollard­
all longtime Baptist pastors and 
former candidates for SBC pres­
ident- among others. 

The meeting will begin Sun­
day night, June 18, and continue 
with three sessions on Monday, 
all held at Wieuca Road Baptist 
Church in Atlanta. 

The Southern Baptist Pastors' 
Conference, which annually 
draws 15,000-20,000 people, 
will be held simultaneously in 
Atlanta's Georgia Dome. The 
Southern Baptist Convention 
opens Tuesday, June 20, also in 
the Georgia Dome. 

"My goal is not to compete 
with the Pastors' Conference but 
to say 'This is a contrast,"' said 
Don Letzring, pastor of 
Wellswood Baptist Church in 
Tampa, Fla., and organizer of the 
meeting. 

Letzring said · the Pastors' 
Conference is "more limited in 
who it invites" and is skewed to 
the right theologically. 

The Pastors' Conference, 
which precedes the SBC annual 
meeting each year, has been used 
by conservatives to prompte their 
candidates for SBC president in 
a successful 15-year campaign to 
gain control of the SBC. 

In 1984, moderates formed 
the rival SBC Forum to compete 
with the Pastors' Conference. 
Now defunct, the Forum was a 
precursor to other moderate or­
ganizations like the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Since 1990, 
when conservatives solidified 
their hold on the SBC and the 
Fellowship was formed, most 
moderates have quit going to the 
SBC and its related meetings. 

Letzring said there is nothing 
political about this year's alterna­
tive preaching conference and 
that he is not promoting a presi­
dential candidate to oppose in­
cumbent Jim Henry of Orlando, 
Fla . 

Scheduled preachers for the 
alternative conference include 
Dan Francis, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Nashville; Brian 
Harbour, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Richardson, Texas; 
Jackson, former pastor of North 
Phoenix (Ariz.) Baptist Church 
and now an evangelist and con­
ference leader in Brownwood, 
Texas; Phil Lineberger, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Tyler, 
Texas; Moody, pastor of Shep­
herd of the Hills Church in Por­
ter Ranch, Calif.; and Pollard, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of • 
Jackson, Miss. 



KENTUCKY 
SBC president speaks at Glasgow pastor's installation 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

GLASGOW-Churches and their 
pastors must bond together if they are 
going to accomplish God's work in 
the world, Southern Baptist Conven­
tion President Jim Henry told a Ken­
tucky crowd Feb. 5. 

Henry, a graduate of Georgetown 
College, returned to Kentucky to 
preach the commissioning sermon for 
Scott Mackey, new pastor of Glasgow 
Baptist Church. 

Mackey, who formerly was minis­
ter to youth at Glasgow Baptist, grew 
up in the congregation where Henry 
is pastor, First Baptist Church of Or­
lando, Fla. 

Several . Glasgow-area churches 
canceled evening services in order to 
hear Henry, whose wife, Jeanette, 
grew up in Cave City. 

Churches and pastors have respon­
,.si bilities to each other, Henry 
stressed. He began by identifying re­
sponsibilities a church has to its pas­
tor. "Pray for him at all times. Encour­
age him. Love him. 

"Be patient with him," he added. 

"He's not perfect, but you're not ei­
ther. .. . Let him be your leader. God 
has appointed him as your spiritual 
leader. He's not a dictator, but one to 
articulate God's vision. So, the church 
owes him trust. 

"And support him. Pay him well 
for the service he renders to your 
souls. When you're hurting, this man 
will be there as your soul friend to 
encourage you, and you owe it to him 
to support him." 

Acknowledging the purpose of the 
service was to commission a pastor, 
Henry turned his attention to a pas­
tor's duties. Citing the Apostle Paul's 
two letters to his young protege, the 
pastor Timothy, he described six 
things God expects of a pastor: 

I "Guard your teaching," he ad­
monished. "We live in a world of her­
esies .... Be sure you teach your peo­
ple so they learn how to discern here­
sy." 

I "Guard your example," Henry 
added. "Every man obviously is 
tempted, but people entrust pastors to 
be godly men." 

As an antidote to temptation, he 
said pastors must "keep faith in Christ 

Warren Association opposes 
potential sale of Cedarmore 

BOWLING GREEN- The exec- ecutive Board's business division. 
utive board of Warren Baptist Assa- . . The associational leadership said 
ciation passed two motions Feb. 6 they believe neither Cedarrnore nor 
concerning the potential sale of Ce- Jonathan Creek has reached its full 
darmore Baptist Assembly. potential. "We believe that if mainte-

Last December, the Kentucky nance was done in a timely and on­
Baptist Convention's Executive going manner, if a marketing pro­
Board voted to terminate KBC own- gram was developed, if revenue gen­
ership and operation of the assembly, erated by camp property was use_d for 
located near Shelbyville. maintenance and operation of the 

The KBC Executi-ve Board ap- camps and all monies allocated for 
pointed a transit.ion committee to rec- maintenance of the camps be re­
ommend how to facilitate KBC turned to this fund, they could reach 
camping programs and what to do their potential," one of the motions 
with Cedarmore. That committee met said. 
for the first time Feb. 9. The Warren Association action 

The motions from Warren Associ- further calls on the KBC Executive 
ation ask the Executive Board not to Board to bring the matter of Cedar­
sell Cedarmore and instead to estab- more's future to a vote of the full 
lish a camps committee of the Execu- convention next November. 
tive Board to supervise both Cedar- The Executive Board has not 
more and Jonathan Creek assemblies. technically voted to sell Cedarmore 
This committee should be part of the yet. But one likely outcome of the 
Executive Board's church growth and transition committee's work- which 
administration division, the Warren is to be reported next December­
motions. suggest. Currently, the will be a recommendation to sell all 
camps are managed through the Ex- or part of the assembly. 

Jesus." 
The pastor should be an upstand­

ing figure in the community, he 
stressed: "Pay your bills. Don't go 
begging for discounts. Be profession­
al in the best sense of the word. In the 
denomination, don't aspire to office, 
but be patient. In counseling, watch 
your hands, your words, your time." 

I "Guard your devotional life," 
Henry counseled. "Grow strong in the 
grace of Christ Jesus through your 
devotional life. Love him. Praise him. 
Develop a fellowship relationship 
with him." 

He compared a minister's life to a 
sponge that absorbs what it touches. 
"The time will come when it will be 
squeezed out-and it should be 
squeezed out if you're living a life of 
ministry for people. But Christ will 
come through you, and Christ will fill 
you up again." 

I "Guard the Scriptures," he ad­
vised. "This word God has given us is 
so very special." 

I "Guard your preaching," Henry 
said. "How? With simplicity .... Peo­
ple have got to understand it. If you 
follow the preaching of Jesus, you 
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know his preaching was profound yet 
amazingly simple." 

I "Guard your witnessing," he ex­
horted. "Do the work of an evange-
list. • 

"Your people expect your heart to 
be afire for souls. Only as you witness 
will the church be a church that wit­
nesses, evangelizes and reaches peo­
ple for Jesus. And if it doesn't do that, 
it will die." _ 

Pastors should see their influence 
as greater than in just one congrega­
tion, Henry added. 

"There's a small window of op­
portunity open in America today," he 
said. "This nation is hemorrhaging. 
You can't reach it through the gov­
ernment, but you can through the 
churches. And through the churches 
you can reach the homes, the schools, 
the businesses. 

"The work of the church is to get 
the good news of the gospel outside 
the walls of the church. And one day, 
all of us who are pastors will stand 
before Christ, and he will ask: 'Did 
you guard my church, for which I 
gave my blood? Did you? Did you? 
Did you?" 
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BUILDING PLANNED Gear- • 
getown College has an­
nounced plans to construct 
a $12 million learning re­
source center to replace the 
outdated campus library . 
.Georgetown trustees re­
cently voted to proceed 
with plans for the building, 
shown in an architect's 
projection below. The 
three-story facility will have 
53,000 square feet of 
space, including a 125-seat 
auditorium, a 100-seat dis­
tance learning center, a 
replica of the Yale Law Li­
brary study room, a gour­
met coffee shop; a book 
store; study areas and the 
main library. To date, $5.9 
million in donations has 
been committed to the 
project. A groundbreaking 
date has not been set. 
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Friends of Brotherhood formed to supp·ort men's ministry 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE- Kentucky Bap­
tist Brotherhood has announced the 
formation of a non-profit corporation 
to help better communicate with its 
constituency across the state. 

Called Friends of Brotherhood, the 
enterprise will operate independently 
of Kentucky Brotherhood, with its 
own articles of incorporation and 
board of trustees, officials said. 

• Although Friends of Brotherhood 
will be a separate en~ty, its purpose 
will be to undergird and support the 
work of Kentucky Brotherhood. 

"Brotherhood leaders across the 

state have had a dream to make ac­
cessible to the person in the pew the 
many mission opportunities now 
available through Brotherhood-led 
projects," said Richard Easterling, 
state Brotherhood president and 
chairman of the Friends trustees. 

To that end, Friends of Brother­
hood has two goals, according to Bob 
Simpkins, Kentucky Brotherhood di­
rector: to publish a communications 
piece called "Untitled," which will in­
form people interested in Kentucky 
Brotherhood about opportunities for 
missions involvement; and to create a 
mechanism whereby funds can be re­
ceived for missions projects. 

"We envision Friends as a conduit 

for missions information and as a 
means of funding Kentucky Brother­
hood missions projects," Easterling 
said. 

"This is a faith venture which we 
hope will make a significant differ­
ence in helping us walk through all 
the doors God is opening to us now," 
Simpkins added. 

Two issues of "Untitled" have 
been published. Plans call for four is­
sues with 10,000 copies each to be 
published per year. Expected cost is 
$3,000 per issue. 

"Untitled" features reports of indi­
vidual, church and associational mis­
signs projects; upcoming Brother­
hood events; notes from Kentucky 

Brotherhood staff and information to 
assist local church Brotherhood 
groups in their work. 

Money donated beyond that need­
ed to publish the magazine will un­
dergird missions projects. 

Money received by Friends of 
Brotherhood will be distributed based 
upon recommendations of the Ken­
tucky Brotherhood steering commit­
tee. 

In addition to Easterling, Ralph 
McConald of Hopkinsville and James 
Morgan of Liberty are trustee·s. 

For more information, contact 
Friends of Brotherhood, Richard 
Easterling, P.O. Box 58, Liberty, Ky. 
42539. 
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OPINION 
Repent" of sexism 

I read with greatinterest "Resolu­
tion on racism headed for SBC" (WR, 
Jan. 24). 

However, I find it disturbing that 
there are some Baptists who have 
trouble admitting that, as a previous 
resolution noted, "Southern Baptists 
have not always clearly stood for ra­
cial justice and equality." Or that they 

This is a view many Christians would 
share, not just with Social Security, 
but with other governmental benefits, 
especially if they had assurance this 
sacrifice would benefit those who re­
ally need it. 

A different idea is described by 
Religious News Service, "Nearly all 
mainline Protestant groups surveyed 
have made defeat of the proposed bal­
anced budget amendment a top prior­

have difficulty "re­
penting, apologiz­
ing, and asking for 
forgiveness for 

BAPTIST FORUM 
ity, contending that 
it would harm the 
poor." 

condoning and perpetuating individ­
ual and systemic rac~sm for which we 
may have been responsible." 

While the Baptists who perpetuat­
ed the sins of racism may have felt 
that they were following biblical 
teachings, the teachings of love and 

• equality espoused by Jesus finally 
won out. And we need to ·ask forgive­
ness . 

While hopefully racism is now 
past, we need to look within our 
hearts to see if we haven't fallen into 
the same trap concerning women in 
ministry. The Bible teaches us we are 
one in the spirit: no slave, no master, 
no male, no female. 

Unless Baptists begin to speak out 
for sexual justice and equality within 
-the body of Christ; unless Baptists re­
pudiate the systemic sexism, then our 
children will have to address the sins 
of their parents. 

I hope that I live long enough to 
see a similar resolution passed con­
cerning the lack of support by Bap­
tists for justice and equality for wom­
en, especially in the ministry. 

Michael Jupin 
Louisville 

Deficit concerns 
The Western Recorder (Jan. 24) 

.presented positions on the federal 
deficit that should concern us all. 

On the editorial page, we find the 
comment, "If it will reduce the defi­
cit, break the gridlock and give my 
grandchildren hope for the future, I'll 
get by on a modest cut in my Social 
Security-for the common good." 

'Controversy blind' 
Some months ago, I sat with a 

young pastor who had been "involun­
tarily terminated" by his church. He 
was still puzzled, but mostly he was 
feeling the shock which comes when 
one is suddenly without a job and has 

Do these "main­
line Protestant groups" mean deficit 
spending, which is not only stealing 
from future generations but compel­
ling them to pay interest on the theft, 
is in line with Christian morality, but 
living within our income contradicts 
Christian principles? 

We are being told we have more 
people working, more growth in our 
economy, a higher standard of living 
and more governmental revenue than 
ever. If we cannot reduce our outgo 
to comply with our income now, 
when will we? If we don't, what kind 
of future will our grandchildren face? 

The basic choice our society must 
make is not between Democrat or 
Republican, but between responsibil­
ity and irresponsibility. 

Let it stop 

John V. Barnett 
Bagdad 

This letter is in response to yoµr 
editorial regarding cuts in govern­
ment spending (WR, Jan. 24). 

Most want it to happen, but no­
body is willing to say, "Let it be me." 
I am. I'll tell you why: We have four 
wonderful children and seven grand 
ones, I have an idea what comes out 
of their checks to pay our soon-to-be 
Social Security, and chances are, 
they'll never get any of it. 

Our young people should not have 
to bear that tax yoke. 
. There is an attitude in our age 

bracket: "I want no cut. I worked for 
it, and I want what's coming to me." 

True, we've worked hard, but 
somebody has to say, "Let it stop 

in the Southern Baptist Convention 
controversy had played a role in his 
dismissal, but l was deeply grateful 
that the KBC emergency assistance 
plan was "controv·ersy 'blind." It 
didn't matter what side of the contro­
versy he was on. He needed help and 
help was available. 

a family to feed. 
He had already visited 

with Guy Futral and had 
been assured that the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

I have since thought 
how miserable it would be 
if in my work I would have 
to ask the question, "Are 

could and would provide 
some financial assistance 
for three months, and 
would later offer him and 
his wife an opportunity to 

you a moderate conserva­
tive or a fundamental con­
servative?" and then have 
to make decisions to help 
folks based on their an­
swer to that question. 

"walk through" this expe-
rience in a retreat with oth­
er couples similarly affect­
ed. 

Try to imagine the di­
rect missions department, 

William W. Marshall when asked to assist in 

We talked at length about his po­
tential future in Kentucky, and I 
sensed there was a strong determina­
tion to "try again." I was glad about 
that and not really surprised to learn 
some months later he was back in an­
other pastorate. 

I had known that his involvement 

funding a pastor for a· new 
church, having first to ask, "Is the 
sponsoring church moderate conser­
vative or fundamental conservative?" 
and then providing the funding based 
on theif answer to that question. 

Or when a tornado rips apart a 
Kentucky Baptist church, the Broth­
erhood's disaster relief unit leader 

here." It should start at the top­
Washington, Frankfort on down. 

Ann Neikirk 
Somerset 

Boyce vs. Mullins 
Associated Baptist Press reported 

I affirmed (Southern Seminary) Pres­
ident Al Mohler' s interpretation but 
denounced his application of the Ab­
stract of Principles (WR, Jan. 17). In 
fact, we agree only that J.P. Boyce 
mandated a strict adherence to the 
Abstract. I find President Mohler' s 
"Brief Affirmation and Interpreta­
tion" of the Abstract biased and mis- , 
leading. 

He is inexcusably inconsistent in 
charging that a professor's "private 
interpretation" of the Abstract indi­
cates "a lack of integrity (that) is 
breathtaking," after he had issued his 
own private interpretation! 

His most serious maneuvering 
concerns "Article V, Election." His 
ruling is that the Abstract is to be ad­
hered to as the founders intended and 
Boyce mandated. As he · interprets 
Article V, he cites nothing from 
Boyce, substituting his skewed ver­
sion of (President E. Y.) Mullins, who 
was not a founder. Mohler himself 
violates Boyce's intention. 

Comparison of Boyce's "Abstract 
of Systematic Theology" (1887) and 
Mullins' "The Christian Religion in 
its Doctrinal Expression" ( 1917) 
shows them to hold mutually exclu­
sive positions on "election," Boyce a 
Calvinist and Mullins neither Calvin­
ist nor Arminian .... 

In his preface to "The Christian 
Religion in its Doctrinal Expression," 
Mullins exposed the weaknesses of 
both Calvinism and Anninianism and 
concluded: "We are learning to dis­
card both names and to adhere more 
closely than either to the Scriptures 
while retaining the truth in both sys­
tems." With this stance I resonate. 
Mohler does an injustice to Mullins 
by representing him as supporting the 
intention of Manly and Boyce in "Ar­
ticle V, Election." 

Frank Stagg 
Diamondhead, Miss. 

would be required, before helping, to 
get the desired answer to "the" ques­
tion before providing assistance. 

Or having to determine a church is 
on one side or the other before ex -
tending annuity · assistance to Ken­
tucky Baptist church employees. 

I am grateful that Kentucky Bap­
tists are bigger than that sort of thing; 
.that Kentucky Baptists seem to know 
where the lines are over which one 
does not step. 

I am grateful that Kentucky Bap­
tists who team up to go to Russia 
come from churches which represent 
all of our political differences-no 
questions asked. 

I am grateful that Cooperative Pro­
gram funds, restricted Cooperative 
Program funds and designated gifts 
flow together from Kentucky Baptists 
of all political persuasions and that, 
thereby, our mission together goes on. 

Kentucky Baptists have accepted 
diversity for a long, long time. Maybe 
that's why we keep hanging in there 
_together. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
Welfare reform Will produce child-care challenge 

Churches will face a unique opportunity if Washington succeeds in 
its quest to "end welfare as we know it." 

Welfare "as we know it" is a legacy of the '60s, a key battle strategy 
in the war on poverty. Unfortunately, it shares at least three traits with 
the other '60s legacy, the Vietnam War. It's been awesomely expensive. 
It's created a dependent population. And we can't seem to win. 

Almost everyone agrees welfare must be reformed. Conservatives 
decry the crippling expense, bureaucratic waste and burden on middle­
class taxpayers. Liberals acknowledge welfare has created a class of cit­
izens who, with limited exceptions, depend on public assistance to per­
petuate an impoverished life cycle. 

The primary goal of welfare reform- to pull able-bodied non-work­
ing adults off the public dole and place them in the workforce- makes 
sense. If that goal were achieved, we could reduce the expense and size 
of government, tum dependent recipients into productive workers and 
strengthen the nation's sagging self-esteem. The goal follows logical 
moral reasoning. We believe society is strongest when people are given 
the opportunity and accept the responsibility to work for their daily bread. 

Welfare reform presents many challenges. Among them: How to 
wean people off government assistance. How to create jobs. How to train 
new workers. But another challenge- and this is where churches come 
in- is what to do with at least 3.2 million preschool children when their 
parents, many of them single mothers, return to the workforce. 

A glib answer comes to mind, "Working parents can pay for child 
care." However, reality isn't that simple: 

I Families earning less than $15,000 per year- the range for new 

unskilled workers- must spend 23 percent of their income on child-care 
costs, a study by the National Child Care Action Campaign revealed. 

I Among job-training participants, a disproportionate share of moth­
ers who could not get good care for their children dropped out before 
their training was done, according to a University of California survey. 

I Twenty percent of families who were waiting for child care assis­
tance so parents could work went back on welfare before the assistance 
started, a study by the ·Minnesota Department of Human Services 
showed. The drop-out parents couldn't make enough money to pay for 
child care and other necessities. • 

I Child-care problems kept 42 percent of welfare recipients from 
working full time and kept 39 percent from looking for as much work as 
desired, according to an Illinois Department of Public Aid survey. 

I Two-thirds of welfare mothers in Washington state cited difficulty 
with child-care responsibilities as the main reason they couldn't find and 
keep their jobs. 

Most welfare-reform packages call for putting people back on the job, 
but they don't address the needs of children. This gives churches and 
associations a tremendous opportunity~ and responsibility. If we see 
child care as a ministry to families, we can team up to provide nurturing, 
affordable care for children whose families are struggling to pull them­
selves up from poverty and into productivity. We can make a lasting 
difference in young lives. We can support "traditional family values." 
And we can demonstrate Christian concern for people Jesus called "the 
least of these." 

Marv Knox 

Sexual misconduct destroying American clergy's credibility 
In 1973, White House counsel 

John Dean warned Richard Nixon 
that the Watergate cover-up was a 
"cancer" destroying the president's 
credibility. And Dean was right. 

Today, a different cancer is eating 
away at the credibility of yet another 

known . ... " 
And as America commemorated 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.' s birthday, 
Georgia Powers, a former Kentucky 
state senator, announced she had car­
ried on a sexual affair with the marty­
red civil rights leader. 

Her claim was power center: The 
disease is sexual 
misconduct, and 
the destruction is 

GUEST EDITORIAL denounced by a 
former King asso­
ciate, but the denial 

happening inside the ranks of Ameri­
can clergy. 

The recent revelation that Massa­
chusetts Episcopal Bishop David 
Johnson, who had just committed sui­
cide, was involved in extramarital af­
fairs is only the latest in a devastating 
series. 

To its credit, the Episcopal Church 
publicly revealed Johnson's wrong­
doing soon after the bishop's suicide. -
The church correctly affirmed that 
"the only way we can go forward in 
the healing process is if the truth is 

U1Jfathia""#fj,.,#fj •• 
-·: .. ·.·-,,.,., ... ;,,,,., .,.,· 

did little to halt the widespread belief 
that one of America's most famous 
religious leaders was guilty of affairs. 

And, of course, the Roman Cath­
olic Church has been rocked by re­
ports of priests sexually abusing chil­
dren and of sexual involvement be­
tween clergy and parishioners. Bish­
ops have moved to provide counsel­
ing for clergy as well as inaugurate 
the difficult but necessary process of 
disciplining priests who go astray. It 
promises to be painful for everyone 
concerned. · 
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Nor is the American rabbinate ex­
empt from charges of sexual miscon­
duct. While the Jewish community 
does not view rabbis as ethereal be­
ings devoid of sensual passions, it 
does expect its rabbis to be role mod­
els of sexual probity and integrity. 

Some clergy have argued that such 
expectations are unfair and place an 
unnatural burden upon clergy. But 
fair or not, most church and syna­
gogue members believe that when the 
messengers of religion are flawed in 
character, it makes their messages 
flawed as well. 

The problem is not limited to sex­
ual failings of clergy. Disturbing re­
ports abound of dysfunctional mar­
riages filled with angry spouses and 
alienated children, "preachers' kids" 
who are the victims of abusive fa­
thers. While clergy preach the impor­
tance of positive family values, some 
of them fail to heed their own teach­
ings. 

At the heart of the problem of cler­
gy misbehavior is trust. Because 
priests, ministers and rabbis are ac­
cordec!, a special place in society, they 
sometimes fail to recognize that such 
high status is a sacred trust given on 
loan by lay people. A social contract 
is made in which lay people grant cer­
tain moral teaching powers to the 
clergy. 

But when trust in the morality of 
the clergy is undermined by sexual 
and psychological abuse, the contract 
rapidly becomes null and void. 

Each time I hear about clergy mis­
conduct, I remember the wise coun­
sel a rabbinical school teacher gave to 
my all-male class: 'The single most 
important thing at all times is to keep 
your pants zipped, both literally and 
figuratively." Good advice back then; 
even better advice today. 

James Rudin 
Religion News Service 

New York 

If welfare reform 
puts American 
adults back to 
work, churches 
will receive a 
unique opportunity 
to minister to 
families by caring 
for their children. 
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I New religious liberty law slowly helps evangelicals 
··:··uicnaniifi:./I,~1,;,~1-·;,,;,·;I~2··-. 
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:MEXICO CITY (BP)-A new re­
ligious liberty law in Mexico has 

• opened the door for greater accep­
tance of evangelical Christians, but 
the paperwork has been overwhelm­
ing. 

Attorney Jorge Lee Ga­
lindo works full time for the 
National Baptist Convention 
of Mexico, mainly helping 
Mexican Baptists learn what 
the law means for them. He 
travels across the country . . 
meeting with Baptist leaders Galindo 
to explain practical implica-
tions of the law, passed by the Mexi­
can legislature in July 1992: 

The law grants churches official 
legal status in Mexico for the first 
time. "Before, churches couldn't own 
any property. They could.n't have . 
their own bank accounts," Lee ex­
plained. 

But to gain the new status under 

,;·,c,o 

the new law, churches must register 
with the government. That hasn'.t 
been an easy task for Baptists. Lee 
helps cut through the red tape. 

Most religious groups file under 
the name of a single organi­
zation. But Baptist polity 

• presented some problems for 
a government far more fa­
miliar with the hierarchy of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

"It's hard for (govern­
ment officials) to understand 
Baptists' practice of the au-

• tonomy of the local church," 
Lee said. 

To gain legal status, each of the 
Baptist convention's nearly 1,200 
churches must be registered individu­
ally. That's been a big job for Lee and 
his colleagues. They're still working 
on it. 

The convention itself registered 
first. The country's 38 regional Bap-

tist associations followed. They were 
required to change their naine to "re­
gional conventions'' to avoid confu­
sion with the legal name of the gov­
ernment office handling the registra­
tions. That office uses the term "asso­
ciation" in its name, Lee explained. 

Besides granting churches legal 
status, the law has brought Mexican 
clergy the right to vote. But they still 
can't hold public office in most cases 
unless they resizn their role in minis­
try, Lee said. 

The law also paves the way for full 
legal presence of foreign clergy. They 
first apply and receive approval 
through the religious and immigration 
branches of the government. South­
ern Baptist mission workers in Mexi­
co-who first began serving there 
more than a century ago--received 
that documentation Jan. 31 and now 
officially may be called "missionar­
ies." 

KITCHEN DUTY A refugee child grinds corn on the property of a Baptist mission in Mexico's Chiapas state. He and his playmates come 
from evangelical families who fled their homes in nearby San Juan Chamula, where Roman Catholic townspeople have persecuted 
evangelicals fo( several decades. Late last year, three evangelicals were murdered for their faith. (BP photo by Warren Johnson) 

Missionar_ies face challenges in Mexico 
Continued from page 1 
help the Collinses. 

Their days started before dawn 
and ended late at night. 

"Sometimes I said, 'God, I'm 
tired. If you want to do something 
here, you're going to have to do it 
because I can't,"' Collins admits. "I 
saw God move in that." 

The project drew more than 150 
Baptist volunteers from across Mexi­
co to staff the kitchens. They fed up 
to 1,600 refugees twice a day before 
turning over the kitchens to the gov­
ernment last May. 

The first refugee fed was Patricia 
Mendez, 13. Today she greets the 
Collinses after worship at a new Bap­
tist mission church in Las Margaritas, 
which resulted in part from the feed­
ing project. The missionaries give her 

family a ride home. 
When' Zapatista rebels seized their 

town, they gave local men 24 hours 
to join their forces. Anyone who de­
clined would be killed, they warned. 

Rather than take up arms, the Men­
dez family left their home and farm. 
"Although it was a poor house, it was 
our house. We were crying. We 
thought we would never be able to 
return," sh~ says. 

The family found shelter in anoth­
er town. But a few weeks later local 
officials made them move on. Towns­
people feared refugees brought dis­
ease. 

When refugees arrived at the shel­
ter in La Independencia, "they were 
shell-shocked," Collins recalls. 

It took time to gain their trust. 
When Baptists invited the refugees to 

worship services in nearby Las Mar­
garitas, "a rumor arose that Baptists 
were part of the Zapatistas and this 
might be a way of winning us over," 
says Mrs. Mendez. 

But she a~d her family went any­
way. "We saw that God was with 
(Baptists). And we realized we need­
ed to accept Christ," she explains. 

Today they and several other refu­
gee families have become Christians _ 
and attend the mission church in Las 
Margaritas. The congregation recent­
ly purchased property for a church 
building. For now they meet in the 
home of Lindoro Fonseca, a Baptist 
layman who for years prayed God 
would provide a Baptist church in his 
town. 

"We see God's hand in the things 
that have happened here," he says. 

..., 



, ., I I I 

Evangelical-Catholic clash in Chiapas also economic 
By Joel Simon 
Religion News Service 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CA­
SAS, Mexico (RNS)-Domingo Lo­
pez Angel, an evangelical minister in 
the Church of God, smiles as he re­
calls kidnapping the Mayan-Catholic 
mayor of San Juan Chamula. 

On July 6, 1994, a day after the 
evangelicals captured Mayor Domin­
go Lopez Ruiz, 100 of the mayor's 
supporters tried to rescue him. 

"We got the better of them," Lo­
pez Angel says of the ensuing street 
battle. "We killed two and only suf­
fered a few minor injuries." 

It was one of the evangelicals' few 
victories in a bitter feud that goes back 
two decades. But it won them the 
right to return to the town from which 
they had been forcibly expelled over 
the last 20 years. 

Since 1973, the Mayan-Catholic 
leaders of San Juan Chamul_a--:-the 
capital of Chamula, a municipalLty in 
Mexico's impoverished southernmost 
region of Chiapas-have forcibly ex­
pelled more than 15,000 evangelical 
converts from their homes. 

The Tzotzil-speaking Chamulas 
are Mayan Indians who live as corn 
farmers and shepherds in villages 
scattered about the pine-covered 
highlands. 

The internal strife began in the 
1960s when U.S. evangelical Protes­
tant missionaries began to proselytize 

, the Chamula Indians. 
At first the Chamula leaders toler­

ated the foreigners . But in 1973 they 
banned all foreign ministers, claiming 
the new wave of Chamula converts 
undermined the traditional Mayan­
Catholic religion. 

But even without the foreign min­
isters, evangelical Christianity contin­
ued to spread. That's when the evan­
gelical converts began to be expelled. 

Much of the conflict is rooted in 
the ancient cultural traditions of the 
Chamulas. For centuries, the Chamu­
las, descendants of the .ancient May­
ans, have practiced a traditional folk 
religion that combines elements of 
Roman Catholicism with Mayan be­
liefs that individual gods control vari­
ous natural functions such as the rain 
and wind. 

The evangelical converts refused 
to participate in the . ceremonies, 
which often 
involve the 
consumption 
of large quan­
tities of a 
home-brewed 
liquor called 
"posh." 

The May­
an-Catholics charge that the evangel­
ical converts threaten their cultural 
survival. But the evangelicals have a 
different interpretation: They say 
they're merely threatening the eco­
nomic survival of the Mayan-Catho­
lic leaders who sell the bootleg liquor. 

The expulsion of the evangeli­
cals-most of whom are destitute and 
forced to live in squatter colonies 
without basic sanitation-has contrib­
uted to the social and political deteri-
oration of the state of Chiapas. • 

Under pressure from the Mexican 
government, expulsions of the evan­
gelicals stopped in 1994. But the con­
flict is far from resolved. In August 
1994, more than 500 evangelicals 
who had been expelled arid beaten a 
year earlier returned to their homes. 
Three were murdered by an angry 
mob in September. 

Most of the evangelicals blame 
their expulsion not only on the local 
leaders in Chamula, but also on na­
tional leaders in Mexico City who 
have refused to intervene in the con­
flict. 

Finding a solution has taken on 
new urgency with the rise of an armed 
rebellion in Chiapas a year ago. 

On Jan. 1, 1994, rebels from the 
largely indigenous Zapatista Army of 
National Liberation took over towns 
throughout Chiapas, demanding land 
reform, democracy and the resigna­
tion of the Mexican president. 

Many evangelicals now support 
the rebels, and a few have joined their 
armed fight. 

If the feud 
has a strong­
ly political 
dimension, 
its roots are 
firmly plant­
ed in the id­
iosyncrasies 
of the May­

an-Catholic folk religion. 
While the Chamulas were nomi­

nally converted to Christianity by 
Spanish missionaries in the 16th cen­
tury, they continued to worship May­
an gods who were identified with par­
ticular saints. 

In San Juan Chamula's white­
washed church-one of the region's 
greatest tourist attractions-Spanish 
saints, dressed in Indian silks and gar­
landed with dead flowers, line the 
walls. Worshipers kneel amidst an in­
cense haze, chanting in Tzotzil and 
offering candles, soft drinks and bot­
tles of posh to the saints. 

When Chamulas get sick, they vis­
it a "curandero," or healer, who takes 
their pulse and prescribes the appro­
priate offering-generally posh, 
chickens and cola. 

All the trappings of this cultural­
religious mix are controlled by pow­
erful local political bosses, called "ca­
ciques." 

In exchange for delivering 100 
percent of the Chamula vote to the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party-

which has ruled Mexico virtually un­
opposed since 1929-governmentof­
ficials let the caciques hold sway in 
Chamula, critics charge. 

Not only that, critics say that be­
cause the caciques control the sale 
and distribution of the candles, home­
brewed liquor, incense and soft drinks 
used in Mayan-Catholic religious cer­
emonies and fiestas, every convert to 
evangelical Protestantism represents a 
loss of income for the Mayan-Catho-
lic power base. • 

The caciques have justified the 
machete-driven expulsions of evan­
gelicals by claiming the evangelicals 
undermined the town's Mayan reli­
gious traditions. 

"We don ' t want foreign minis­
ters," says Juan "Gallo" Gonzalez 
Hernandez, who directs the Cultural 
Center in San Juan Chamula. "They 
come and take advantage of the igno­
rance of our people. They tell the peo­
ple they can't talk with the saints and 
that the healers can't cure people. It's 
a violation of our indigenous tradi­
tions." 

But exiled Chamulas and human 
rights groups in the region disagree. 

"Underneath religion and tradition 
there's a very clear political and eco­
nomic motive to the expulsions," says 
anthropologist Christine Kouvic, who 
has documented abuses for the Cath­
olic Church's Human Rights office in 
San Cristobal. 

Despite the repression, Chamulas 
have continued to convert to Protes­
tantism and to practice their new reli­
gion in secret. 

' 'The truth is, I converted because 
the healers couldn't cure my sick chil­
dren," explains Hernandez Heredia. 
"I had four children die because when 
I brought them to the healer, he gave 
them posh, which only made them . 
worse. Now, as an evangelical, I don't 
drink alcohol." 

Baptists survive violent attacks to minister in Chiapas 
By Mary Speidel 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

ALT ACOMULCO, Mexico 
(BP)-Feliciano Gonzalez Lopez 
gazes across a valley toward the Mex -
ican town of San Nicolas de Guada­
lupe. 

It's been months since he' s trav­
eled there. He wants to go back. But 
the village is now off-limits to Gonza­
lez, a Mexican Baptist physician. 

San Nicolas holds painful memo­
ries for Gonzalez. He remembers ev­
ery time he looks iri the mirror; a 
crooked scar circles the bridge of his 
nose. 

Gonzalez speaks matter-of-factly 
about the day when Roman Catholics 
stoned and clubbed Baptists outside a 
house where they were meeting in 
San Nicolas, a few hours' drive from 
Mexico City. 

"I saw a rock coming toward me. 
When I turned, it hit me. My nose was 
hanging off my face," recounted 
Gonzalez, who lives in nearby San 
Miguel. 

Gonzalez held his nose in place 
while he tried to help fellow Baptists 
find refuge in the house. They locked 
themselves in several rooms, trying to 

protect themselves. Outside, a mob of 
nearly 200 townspeople, including 
local officials, pelted the house with 
stones. 

"You're not going to leave here 
alive!" the attackers yelled. 

"We were praying," Gonzalez 
said. "We asked God that he might let 
us live, but we prayed, 'If it's your 
will that we die, we will die." ' 

The mob began throwing rocks at 
the Baptists ' cars. About 130 Bap­
tists-mostly from other towns­
were attending an associational gath­
ering outside a home where Gonzalez 
helped start a mission congregation. 

''They broke the windows on my 
car and turned it over," Gonzalez said. 
Later they demolished about a dozen 
other cars. 

The attackers picked up a Bible, 
trying to ignite it in order to set a car 
on fire. "But the Bible wouldn't 
burn," Gonzalez said. 

Inside the house, Baptists photo­
graphed the violence. Some wanted to 
fight back. "But in a case like this, the 
only thing you can do is give it to the 
Lord," the physician said. 

In the bedlam, two of the Baptists 
fled the house and ran to a nearby 
town to get police. When the police 

arrived, the mob backed off. But they 
promised they'd "be back with gas" 
to burn the cars and property. 

Fearing for their lives , Baptists 
fled the town. The ones who lived in 
San Nicolas-about 45 people­
sought shelter in a Baptist church in 
San Miguel. Afraid to go home, they 
stayed there more than a month. 

In order to go back to San Nicolas, 
the Baptists-who are Mazahua Indi­
ans-were forced to sign ari agree­
ment prohibiting other evangelicals 
from entering the town. 

The document, technically illegal, 
was drafted more than a year after 
constitutional reforms resulting in a 
new religious liberty law were passed 
in Mexico. The country has witnessed 
some of Latin America's worst anti­
evangelical persecution in recent 
years. 

The Baptists signed the agreement 
because they felt there was no other 
way to return. Since then, they've 
hired a lawyer to appeal the action, 
with help from the National Baptist 
Convention of Mexico. And through 
missionary Jim Wagoner in nearby 
Altacomulco, they've also received 
emergency food-paid for by hunger 
relief funds from the Southern Bap-

tist Foreign Mission Board. 
That help made a big difference to 

Horacio Sanchez Severino, who owns 
the home the Catholic mob attacked. 
After Baptists fled the scene, the at­
tackers stole or destroyed all his crops 

. and see<;ls. They ransacked his home, 
taking "everything I had of value," 
including his birth certificate. 

The Baptists still worship in 
Sanchez' home. They've named 
themselves the "God is My Strength 
and Protection Baptist Mission." 

"I converted 
because the 
healers couldn't 
cure my sick 
children. I had four 
children die 
because when I 
brought them to 
the healer, he gave 
them posh, which 
only made them 
worse. Now, as an 
evangelical, I don't 
drink alcohol." 
Hernandez Heredia 

SURVIVORS Overlooking 
the Mexican town of San 
Nicolas de Guadalupe, • 
Mexican Baptists Feliciano 
Gonzalez Lopez (left) and 
Horacio Sanchez Severino 
recall being attacked there. 
The men are looking at 
photographs of a mob of 
Roman Catholic townspeo­
ple who stoned and 
clubbed Baptists. (BP pho­
to by Warren Johnson) 
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"The Lord had bee.n 
impressing on my 

heart for a long 
time that I needed 

to witness to him," 
she recalled, "but I 

couldn't find the 
courage." 

"HERE'S HOPE TODAY" 
is a joint effort of the 

Western Recordefi and 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention evangelism 
office. This supplement 

will appear in the 
Recorder through the 

end of March to support 
the "Here's Hope. Share 
Jesus Now" campaign. 

The supplement is 
produced by t~e 

Recorder staff and State 
Correspondent Ken 

Walker. If you have :a 
"Here's Hope" success 

story to share, please tell 
us about it by calling 

(502) 244-6470. 

-- ® -.... 

He teased 
her, but she· 
told him of 
Jesus' love 

GRAEFENBURG- After suffer­
ing years cif teasing and questions 
that she struggles to answer, Western 
Hills High School student Clie,ryl 
Kincaid prays the gospel soon will 
bring a muscular football player Jo 
his knees. • • 

• Since they first attended schobl 
together in sixth grade, the athlete 
has taunted Kincaid and another 
member of the youth group at . . 
Graefenburg Baptist Church. 

"Who wrote the Bible?" he would 
ask. "What's. it like to be a 'Chris-
tian?" . 
• "I would get upset arid not know 
what to do," Kincaid said of the rid­
dles the boy often posed. Though she 
invited him to church several times, 
he shrugged it off by saying he didn't 
want to come since he didn't know 
anyone there. 

But she found help last month at a 
"Here's Hope" training session led 
by youth pastor Tim Shockley. Re­
viewing how to give a testimony and 
answer questions that arise when wit- · 

• nessing made her feel more at ease, 
she said. 

Still, it took more than that to con­
vince her she needed to try again. 

"The Lord had been impressing 
on my heart for a long time that I 
needed to witness to him," she re­
called, "but I couldn't find the cour­
age." 

Not long after the witness train­
ing, the athlete walked up before 
class and again started asking about 
Kincaid's faith. 

This time she handed him a 
"Here's Hope" gospel tract. 

After reading it, he quietly re­
turned to his seat. 

• Kincaid believes God spoke to the 
young man, because he stopped 
taunting her. Twice since then he 
asked her about coming to church. 
She hopes he will attend some youth 
events at Graefenburg Baptist 
Church. ' 

"My friend, Jeremy Scott, com­
mented on how different he's acting 
now," Kincaid said. "He used to do 
the same thing to Jeremy. I pray for 
him every night and that God will 
give me another chance to witness to 
hi 

,, 
m. 
Kincaid, a 15-year-old freshman, 

said about half the members of the 
church youth group have been wit­
nessing regularly in school. 

She tries to plant seeds with oth-
. ers too, asking, "What would Jesus • 
do?" if someone suggests a sinful 
activity. 

"My friends are kind of nervous 
about witnessing, but they know they 
need to do it," Kincaid said. "A lot of 
their friends don't know Jesus. It gets 
easier after you do it the first time." 
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Three-fourths of· mission's members sharing 
RICHMOND-When a potential 

buyer didn' t have enough money to 
purchase a used car, salesman Frank 
Mims handed him a gospel tract. 
"Here," he told the frustrated cus­
tomer. "This won't cost you any­
thing." 

Mims is just one of many from the 
White Hall Mission of Richmond's 
First Baptist Church who are taking 
"Here's Hope. Share Jesus Now" se-

• riously. 
Ham radio operator Ron Salyer 

puts "Here' s Hope. Jesus Cares for 
You" lapel stickers on documents 
verifying his contacts and mails them 
around the world. Medical reception-

ist Patty Martin affixes the stickers to 
patients' appointment cards, while 
truck driver Dan Brown has secured 
permission to place "Here' s Hope" 
bumper stickers on his company's 
fleet. 

They are among the 70 of about 
100 active members at White Hall 
Mission who committed to witness 
for the 60 days of "Here's Hope." 

The mission, located five miles 
north of the city, hasn't registered 
any baptisms yet. But Pastor Lamar 
Lyon believes the congregation soon 
will see the fruit of its labors. 

"I'm asking a little different thing 
from my people," Lyon said. "We 

talk about sharing their faith mor_e 
than witnessing. We stress to be open 
to the moments God provides each 
day, watch for them and trust God 
with them." 

He also asks participants to keep 
a daily journal of those contacts. 
Each Sunday morning members of 
the 5-year-old congregation share 
events of the past week during "Mo­
ments of Hope." The activity has 
sparked renewal in the church, Lyon 
said. 

Members have placed 114 names 
of friends and relatives in the mis­
sion's prayer box, with visits under­
way to many of them. 

Basketball star found _Jesus in gentle witness 
ATLANTA (BP)- An informal 

dinner conversation with a teammate 
helped Craig Ehlo begin a new rela­
tionship with God, the basketball star 
said. 

The Houston Rockets released 
Elho in 1986, leaving him to wonder 
if he had a future in basketball. After 
10 weeks in limbo, he got a call from 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. Mark Price 
was hurt and the team needed a re­
placement for the season. 

"When I got to Cleveland, I 
thought he (Price) wouldn't like me," • 
Ehlo recounted. "I mean, he was in 
the hospital injured, and they brought 
me in to take his place. In a sense, we 
were competing for that spot on the 
team. But with Mark it wasn't that 
way at all. 

"I must admit, even though I had 

a church background, I was a little 
nervous being around Mark at first. 

· He had a reputation in the league for 
being real serious about his faith. I 
felt he might try to preach to me or 
push his faith on me, but he didn't. 
As a matter of fact, he didn't say any­
thing about spiritual matters for a 
long time. We just became friends." 

Both won spots on the Cavaliers 
the next year. And both families 
lived in the same apartment complex. 

The two families ate together one 
evening after training camp, and for 
Ehlo it became a spiritual milestone. 

"We were just enjoying the con­
versation with them," Ehlo said, "and 
then in a real natural way Mark said 
to us: 'I really like you and care about 
you and wonder where you are with 
the Lord.' 

"During that evening, we heard 
how to get to heaven through faith in 
Christ," Ehlo said. "Mark asked: 
'Craig, if you died before you got 
home tonight, would you go to heav­
en?' I told him, 'Well, according to~ 
what you shared with me, no.' 

"So we all prayed together and I 
invited Christ to come into my life." 

Ehlo spent seven seasons with the 
Cavaliers. He now plays for the At­
lanta Hawks and attends Johnson 
Ferry Baptist Church in Marietta, Ga. 

"It's been seven years since I ac­
cepted Christ and I'm still growing 
and learning in team chapel meet­
ings, in church through worship and 
with Christian friends," Ehlo said. "I 
still feel like a baby Christian, but my 
understanding of growing in Christ is 
greater today." 
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'Here's Hope' touches BSU 
at University-of Kentucky 

LEXINGTON-"Here ' s Hope. BSU Bible studies on campus, it is led 
Share Jesus Now" has reached be- by Stephanie Mashburn and Dave 
yond the local church to encourage Henson. -
Baptist college students to share their Henson talked further with the in-
faith more boldly on campus. , quiring student before leading her in 

• "One thing I think 'Here's Hope' a prayer of salvation. 
did is remind us as Christians we need Kingkade said "Here's Hope" 
to be sharing the gospel each and ev- played a key role by increasing stu­
ery day, as we go through our day," dentawarenessabouttheneedtowit­
said H.K. Kingkade, Baptist campus ness. The "Mission 95" student mis­
minister at the University of Ken- sions conference in Louisville last 
tucky. 1 D~cember was another significant in-

One new student at UK already flilepce, he added. "Those were the 
has professed faith in Jesus Christ as two-key jssues that Baptist students 
an indirect result of "Here's Hope," .. have been involved in that have 
Kingkade said. ' made ffiem aware of sharing Christ 

Ironically, the woman first learned on campus. 'Here's Hope' is tremen­
about the Baptist Student Union at an dous. It caused an awareness to share 
open house Jan. 9, the kickoff of 60 and be a missionary wherever you 
daysofwitnessingfor"Here's,Hope." , are. It gives them a focus and reason 
She subsequently attended .the,_BSU to do it." _ 
winter retreat the weekend-of Jan. 27. • BSU teams· are ·going out _each 

After hearing about the ,basis of week on the UK campus, _witnessing 
Christian beliefs and the plan of sal- and distributing literature, Kingkade 
vation at the retreat, she attended a said. Next week the BSU will show 
Sunday night "Experiencing God" the "Jesus" film and "The Judas 
class in a dormitory. One of several Project" on alternate evenings . 

., 

--~ ® .., 

Y.e" & \_o\s \\o\\at\\\ During the Kentucky Evangelism Conference 
Tuesday, February 28, 1995 

Hurstbourne Conference Center 
9700 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville 

~----i;~;+Jcmtoa.nt 
faith ~haping the Home .......................................... Debbie Lloyd 

Coping with 6rief.. .................................................. Joyce Marcy 

Dealing with Your feelings ., .......................................... Jo Vaughn 

Making the Mott ofYour Time ......................... Carolyn Crumpler 

Lifestyle Evangelism ........................................... Mary Anne Poe 

Prayer: The Untapped Reiource ..................................... Nell Bruce 

Conflict Management ~kills ....................................... Dee Gilliland 

Nurturing Creative Alonenm .................... Jane Kendrick-Lites 
in the Midst of loneliness 

1 - - - - - - _+iqdi,,;ft(gJ{t{~i:::1. -:- - - - - - 7 
NAME: ' I 
ADDRESS: __________ 1 :I 

CITY:___________ I 

STATE: _______ ZIP: ___ .: 

This form may be duplicated. Luncheon cost: $10, I I 
transferrable but not refundable. Make checks payable to I 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Deadline for reservations is I 
Friday, Feb. 17. Tickets, motel information and map mailed I 
upon request. Questions? Call KBC evangelism office at 
(502) 245-4101. Mail registration form to KBC Evangelism I 
Office, Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433. I 

L------------------~ 
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"The problem is 
the Religious Left 

wants to tilt the 
. . . playing field to 

eiclude discussion 
of Religious Right 

issues. The elite is 
being challenged 

and they don't like 
it. But we are not . 

going to be 
excluded." 

- -Richard Land 

"They don't believe 
you can be a 

committed 
Christian and not 

want to criminalize 
all abortions." 
President Clinton, 

speaking of his critics 
from the Religious Right 

NATION 
Land warns Religious Right won't stop 

WASHINGTON (RNS) - It 
wasn't what Richard Land said that 
drew notice last week, it was who he 
said it to. • 

For the first time, Land, executive 
director of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's Christian Life Commission, 
spoke to a public gathering of liberal 
Jewish leaders, and his message was 
one with which they generally dis­
agree- strongly. 

Land told them Feb. 8 that conser­
vative Christians will continue to 
speak out on such issues as school 
prayer. Opposition from the "Reli­
gious Left," Land said, will not deter 
the Religious Right. 

• "Separation of church and state 
does not mean the separation of reli­
gious convictions from public policy 
issues," Land told several hundred 
delegates to the annual convention of 
the National Jewish Community Re­
lations Advisory Council, the umbrel­
la agency for 13 national and 117 lo­
cal Jewish groups. 

NJCRAC' s positions on church­
state issues generally reflect the main­
stream Jewish community's liberal 
leanings, and Land's remarks stood in 
sharp contrast. 

Earlier, for example, NJCRAC ap­
proved a resolution reaffirming its 
opposition to all forms of organized 
prayer in public schools, including a 

moment of silence. The resolution 
said church-state separation has "pre­
served the right of the Jewish commu­
nity, as a minority community, to par­
ticipate in American life: This princi­
ple has no greater salience than in the 
public school." 

Land said he is opposed to any 
"state-composed" school prayer, but 
that he supports a constitutional 
amendment that endorses student-ini­
tiated, student-led prayers. 

At times, the exchange between 
Land and the Jewish leaders became 
pointed. Sitting next to Land, Bernice 
Balter, executive director of the 
Women's League for Conservative 
Judaism, said she was "taken aback 
by the paranoia" of some conserva­
tive Christians. 

Despite the sharp division in view­
points, Land was politely received by 
NJCRAC delegates. Afterward, he 
said he had expected to encounter 
stronger opposition. 

• Land sought to defend the Reli­
gious Right's participation in the po­
litical process by comparing it with 
the religious roots of what he called 
the "Religious Left." He mentioned 
the anti-slavery abolitionist move­
ment and Martin Luther King Jr. as 
examples. 

The difference today, he said, is 
that "there is a Religious Right active 

in Washington where there was only 
a Religious Left before .... The prob­
lem is the Religious Left wants to tilt 
the playing field to exclude discussion 
of Religious Right issues. 

• "The elite is being challenged and 
they don't like it. But we are not go­
ing to be excluded." 

During a question-and-answer ses­
sion, Jewish speakers repeatedly told 
Land that conservative Christians 
were seeking government backing for 
their positions because they had failed 
on their own to instill their values in 
the broader society. 

Another speaker, Barry Lynn, ex­
ecutive director of Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State, 
labeled school prayer part of the Reli­
gious Right' s agenda of "stealth evan­
gelization." 

However, Land countered that re­
ligious beliefs in general-and con­
servative Christian views in particu­
lar- face the greater threat. The "in­
creasingly hostile environment to stu­
dent expression of religion" on public 
school property is reason enough to 
support a constitutional amendment 
backing school prayer, he said. 

"There is a segment of society that 
wants not a pluralistic society but a 
secular society," Land said. ''That is 
as much a threat as those who want a 
fully religious society." 

Clinton says critics have damaged him 
WASHINGTON (RNS)- Presi­

dent Clinton said Feb. 2 he has wast­
ed too much energy trying to answer 

. critics of his moral character and that 
the effort has damaged his presiden­
cy. 

"Let them think what they want," 
Clinton said of his critics during a 
half-hour meeting with religion jour­
nalists in the Oval Office. 

"I wasted too much time when I 
got here, and it caused me to be a less 
effective president ... either being 
hurt by or by paying a great deal of 
attention to what people said about 
me in the past. 

"Ifl have to spend all my time try­
ing to answer charges about what 

people said I did years ago ... I just 
can't do it. ... I have increasingly less 
control over my reputation but still 
have full control over my character. 
That's between me and God." 

, Clinton also lashed out at the 
Christian Coalition, a conservative 
political action organization founded 
by evangelist Pat Robertson. The 
Virginia-based group has taken the 
president to task over his views on 
abortion, school-based sex education 
and other issues. 

"No one seriously believes that 
every position they (the Christian 
Coalition) take is rooted in their read­
ing of the Scripture," Clinton said. 
"Everybody knows thc;tt they basical-

ly are an arm of the Republican Par­
ty." 

• Clinton, an active Southern Bap­
tist, said some critics question his 
faith because they disagree with him 
politically. "They don't believe you 
can be a committed Christian and not 
want to criminalize .all abortions. 
They just don't believe you ... can be 
a committed Christian and take the 
position I did on gays in the military. 

"I consider myself a sinner, but 
because I believe, I consider myself 
forgiven," he said. 

"I consider that I ·need the power 
of God. It is an important part of my 
life ... and the same thing is true of 
Hillary." 

Worldwide Church of God continues transition 
PASADENA, Calif. (RNS)- The 

Worldwide Church of God- the sect 
founded by the late HerbertW. Arm­
strong and known for its Old Testa­
ment practices and unorthodox the­
ology- has slashed staff and pro­
grams to cope with a massive loss in­
revenue and membership stemming 
from a wholesale revision of doc­
trine. 

Even the 56-acre site in Pasade­
na, Calif., that serves as headquarters 
of the 92,000-member sect is up for 
sale. 

However, church spokesman 
Tom Lapacka s~id in an interview 
that despite the loss of one-third of 
its revenue- primarily attributed to 
an end to mandatory tithing- and 10 
percent of its membership, the 
church is not heading for bankrupt­
cy. 

"We're not anywhere ne.µ: that," 
said Lapacka, manager of church re­
lations. "Over the long haul, we'll 

see a leaner organization." 
So far, about 15 percent of the 708 

jobs at church headquarters have 
been eliminated, the 1995-96 concert 
schedule at the church-operated and 
highly regarded Ambassador Audi­
torium has been canceled, and the 
church magazine "The Plain Truth" 
has seen its 1,3-million monthly free 

. circulation cut by nearly a third and 
four foreign language editions 
dropped. 

The church, active in 100 nations; 
has undergone a radical theological 
shift since Armstrong's death in 
1986, moving it ever closer to main­
stream New Testament Christianity. 

"The church was heavily criti­
cized by evangelicals ·and others as 
being a cult," said Gordon Melton, 
who heads the Center for the Study 
of American Religions in Santa Bar­
bara, Calif. "Church leaders respond­
ed to that and seem to want main­
stream Christian acceptance now." 

Lapacka said the revisions were a 
result of "the church's constant 
search of the Scriptures to gain a 
clearer vision of God's will for us. In 
reviewing our doctrinal positions in 
the light of Scripture, we've deter~ 
mined that we were in error." 

Over the years, church leaders 
have rejected such key Armstrong 
teachings as observation of the Sab­
bath on Saturday, prohibition of 
medical treatment, prohibition of cel­
ebrating birthdays or national holi­
days and prohibition of using cos­
metics. 

Church officials, led by Arm­
strong successor Joseph Tkach Sr., 
have accepted the doctrine of the 
Trinity and dropped adherence to the 
dietary restrictions listed in the Book 
of Leviticus. 

They also jettisoned the belief that 
modem Anglo-Saxon people are de­
scendants of the ancient lost tribes of 
Israel. 
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NATION 
Study disputes idea the poor give more than the rich 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- The 
popular notion that the poor give 
more generously to charity- than the 
middle-class and well-to-do may not 
be true, recent research indicates. 

A scholarly paper soon to be pub­
lished by two Boston College sociol­
ogists challenges the notion of a no­
ble lower class and stingy upper class. 

Traditionally, Americans lean too 
much toward bashing the-wealthy, 
said Paul Schervish, sociologist and 
director of Boston College's Social 
Welfare Institute. Schervish' s find­
ings will appear in the spring issue of 
the Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector 
Quarterly. 

The giving levels of the poor, mid­
dle class and wealthy matters to the 
non-profit organizations because 
they'd like everyone at every income 
level to give more. 

"Off the record," said one non­
profit lobbyist, "we wouldn't mind 
Shaming the rich." 

That Americans at the low end of 
the income scale might give more also 

matters to observers like Northwest­
ern University sociologist Christo­
pher Jencks, author of "The Home­
less," because it affects how society 
views the poor. "Some might think 
the poor are profligate, flinging mon­
ey into the collection plate on Sun­
day," he noted. 

The title of Schervish's study­
"Do the Poor Pay More; Is the U­
Shaped Curve Correct?"- refers to 
an idea long-held by observers of 
charitable behavior. This theory holds 
that the people on the low end of a 
giving graph give a high percentage 
of their income, with the line dipping 
low for those in the middle-income 
category, and then swooping back up 
again to show that the very, very rich 
give a lot. 

Schervish and co-author John Ha­
vens said that the hitch is that when 
past studies looked at people with in­
comes under $10,000, they focused 
only on contributing households: 
Those households gave 3.6 percent 
of their income- making the poor 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Mason is looking for a full-time 
minister of music and education and 
a part-time youth minister. Resumes 
may be sent to: First Baptist Church 
of Mason, 735 Reading Rd., Mason, 
OH 45040, Attn:. Dr. _Robert Whit-
worth. , • 

SEEKING: Church custodian: 40 
hours/week, $6 per hour with bene­
fits. Experienced required. Call High­
land Baptist Church, (502) 451-3736. 

SEEKING: Pastor's secretary: 
Secretarial and administrative skills 
required; salary with benefits. Call 
Highland Baptist Church, (502) 451-
3736. 

SEEKING: Central Baptist 
Church, Maysville, promoting Sun­
day school growth and missions, is 
seeking a pastor. Send resume to Pas­
tor Search Committee, 437 Central 
Ave., Maysville, KY 41056. For ad­
ditional information call (606) 564-
5939· evenings. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for Sundays only. Please send 
resume to First Baptist Church, 2910 
Howard Dr., Jasper, IN. 

SEEKING: Camp director for 
1995 GA/Acteens summer camp at 
Cedar Crest, Bagdad, Ky. Send re­
sume to Kentucky Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, P.O. Box 43433, Lou­
isville, KY 40253-0433. 

SEEKING: The West Virginia 
Convention of Southern Baptists is 
seeking an executive director for our 
state convention. Resumes should be 
sent to: Rev. Donald R. Yeager, Fair­
lawn Baptist Church, Rt. 3, Box 
389B, Parkersburg, WV 26101 

SEE·KING: Minister of youth and 
children. Send resume to Latonia 
Baptist Church, Box 15103, Coving­
ton, KY 41015. 

FOR SALE: 20 white, padded 
pews, 13-1/2 feet each. Contact First 
Baptist, Princeton, Ky., (502) 365-
5591. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Hop­
kinsville accepting resumes for full­
time minister of music. Mail to FBC, 
1400 S. Main St., Hopkinsville, KY 

42240, Attn. Minister of Music 
Search Committee. • 

TOUR: Baptist heritage tour, Brit­
ain; July 26-Aug. 8. Cost: $1,800. 
Contact Bill Leonard, Samford Uni­
versity, Birmingham, AL 35229. 
Phone (205) 870-2839. _ •. 

WANTED: Part-time-minister of 
music, Sunday morning and evening 
worship and choir leadership. Send 
resume to: Personnel Committee, 
Midlane Park Baptist Church, 6500 
Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY 40218. 

TRIP: For single adults, June 15-
27. France, Switzerland and Spain. 
$1,995 double occupancy. For more 
information, contact single adult min­
istry, Calvary Baptist Church, Lex­
ington, (606) 254-3491. 

NEEDED: organist. Part-time po­
sition available. Wicks pipe organ. 
Send resume to: Organist Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 246 
N. Main St., Madisonville, KY 
42431 . Resumes accepted through 
March 1, 1995. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and education; First Baptist 
Church, Pineville, Ky. Interested? 
Send resume to P.O. Box 710, 
40977. 

WANTED: Full-time minister of 
music and education. Send resume to 
Bullitt Lick Baptist Church, c/o min­
ister of music/education search com­
_mittee. P.O. Box 924, Shepherds­
ville, Ky. 40165. 

SEEKING: Youth director, part­
time • position. Send resume to 
Caneyville Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
446, Caneyville, KY 40271. 

NEEDED: Youth groups in At­
lanta, Orlando, Philadelphia, Balti­
more, Buffalo for 1995 summer mis­
sion projects. We provide lodging, 
assignment. For more information, 
costs, call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth 
on Mission, Box 2095, Rocky 
Mount, N.C. 27802. (919) 985-4499. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

seem more generous than the people 
with incomes of$100,000, who gave 
2.5 percent to charity, and those with 
incomes between $60,000 and 
$99,999, who contributed less than 
2.2 percent. 

But when Schervish and Haven 
factor in all the zeroes, all those low­
income households that give nothing, 
they conclude that the poor are as 
Scrooge-like as other Americans. As 
they figure it, all U.S. income groups 
give roughly the same percentage­
about 2.5 percent- with middle-in­
come households giving slightly less. 

Virginia Hodgkinson of the non­
profit umbrella group Independent 
Sector, readily acknowledges 
Schervish is correct. But she stresses 
the question isn't that simple. 

"He looks at total populations, in 
which case he's right," she said. But 
when focusing on the people who 
contribute, "there's no doubt the 

poor are sacrificing more in the sense 
that they're giving a bigger propor­
tion of their income to charity." 

If anything, Hodgkinson said, 
"the poor are underestimating their 
giving. A middle- or high-income 
person taking a ·charitable deduction 
is keeping records." 

By Schervish and Havens' mea­
sure, the poor may not be saints, but 
by other measures, the rich aren't ei­
ther. A much-quoted 1989 study, 
"The Variability of the Charitable 
Giving of the Wealthy," by Gerald 
Auten and Gabriel Rudney, found 
that among people with incomes of 
$1 million or more, one-fourth of in­
dividuals account for 90 percent of 
the charitable dollars. Auten and 
Rudney demonstrate that there are 
many shirkers up there in the wealthy 
latitudes- "large proportions of 
high-income individuals give less 
than 1 percent of their income." 

Couples seek spiritual unity 
Continued from page 1 
mance, sexuality and communication 
from a Christian perspective: 

But participants said the "spiritual 
oneness" workshop included in these 
marriage enrichment events was not 
enough. So, for the first· time, three 
weekends in January focused specifi­
cally on the spiritual development of 
couples. 

Organizer Phil Waugh predicted 
about 500 -people would attend. each 
of the "Experiencing God" weekends. 
But the events drew far more, from 
750 to 1,220 people. In one case, 50 
couples had to be turned away. 

"It's meeting a need that has been 
out there, but there's not been any­
thing to really address it in the area of 

• their spiritual growth together," 
Waugh said. 

But for some couples, a weekend 
away isn't possible. Books and Bible­
study guides have become their alter­
native. 

The Couples' Devotional Bible 
ranked eighth on the January 1995 list 
of best-selling Bibles in Bookstore 
Journal, the trade publication of the 
Christian Booksellers Association. 
The Bible text, in the New Interna­
tional Version, is laced with "Mar­
riage Builders," questions that help a 
couple contemplate how certain 
verses relate to their lives. 

Bill Anderson, president of the 
Christian Booksellers Association, 
said he sees a renewed interest among 
couples in devotional book~ that mix 
Scripture with additional food for 
thought. 

Pastors, prompted by discussions 
with couples in premarital and mari­
tal counseling, are requesting that 
Christian stores carry books that can 
help couples spend time together with 
a scriptural focus . " 

Books also are providing a start­
ing point for couples' heart-to-heart 
talks about religion. 

. Norman Wright, author of "Quiet 
Times for Couples," said the devo­
tional book provides structure for 
couples who want to do some Bible 
study together on a daily basis. He 
recommends reading the Bible to­
gether rather than separately, as an 
incentive to practice what the Scrip-

tures preach. 
• ''There's more of a commitment to 
implement this, like an unspoken 
sense of accountability," said Wright, 
founder and director of Christian 
Marriage Enrichment, a Tustin, Calif., 
organization that offers marriage 
seminars. 

Other books have become the fo­
cus of discussions among groups of 
couples. 

•• The-HomeBuilders Couples Series 
is being used as a curriculum in home 
study groups. Using Bible verses as 
reference points, the practical mini­
workbooks guide spouses on topics 
such as building teamwork, express­
ing love and resolving conflict in mar­
riage. 

Ted and Jill Le Vin have 10 cou­
ples over every Thursday night to 
their Eagan, Minn., home to discuss 
the HomeBuilders series. Special 
weekends away are fine, Jill Le Vin 
said, but her group helps couples han­
dle day-to-day issues such as dealing 
with conflict and building self­
esteem. 

More new books that focus on 
spirituality and marriage are on the 
way. And some are cropping up on 
the shelves of secular book stores. 

In "I Will Never Leave You: How 
Couples Can Achieve the Power of 
Lasting Love," authors Hugh and 
Gayle Prather put a different spin on 
the spiritual aspects oflove. They and 
other authors are beginning to view 
marriage as a spiritual path. 

The Prathers say it's all right if one 
person in a couple is more actively 
religious than another. But when the 
two find a spiritual meeting ground, 
perhaps praying together after a 
stressful work day, it can make a huge 
difference in their relationship, they 
said. 

Prather said in a recent interview 
that he and his wife know from per­
sonal experience that some couples· 
who achieve a sense of oneness also 

• have a sense of God uniting them. 
"When we finally made the com­

mitment to each other that we would 
not leave each other, that we would 
keep our family intact," he said, 
"that's when we began experiencing 
God's presence." 

"He looks at total 
populations, in 
which case he's 
right." But "there's 
no doubt the· poor 
are sacrificing 
more in the sense 
that they're giving 
a bigger proportion 
of their income to 
charity." 
Virginia Hodgkinson of 
Independent Sector 

Spouses are going 
away for tbe 
weekend and 
leaving their kids 
behind, shutting 
themselves in a 
room with a Bible 
study guide or 
joining other 
couples in weekly 
classe$ to learn 
how they can 
relate to God 
together. 
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PRAYER WALK Southern 
Baptists Frank Achenbach 

(left) and Bradley Bean 
(center) pray for missionar­
ies Tony and Laura Gray at 

the University of Panama in 
Panam.a City, where the 

missionaries work. Achen­
bach and Bean were among 

17 Southern Baptists who 
participated in a recent 

prayer pilgrimage to Central 
America. Achenbach is a 

layman from Arkansas, and 
Bean is a pastor in Missou­

ri. The Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board 

sponsors the prayer pil­
grimages, in which partici­

pants visit key places of 
ministry and spend exten­

sive time praying for the 
advance of God's work. (BP 

photo by Keith Morris) 
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Upkeep of historic cathedrals drains English church 
LONDON (RNS)- lt's a night­

mare of historic proportions. 
Clergy of the Church of England 

are finding themselves reduced to the 
role of custodians of the country's 
huge repository of historic churches, 
responsible for the upkeep and main­
tenance of thousands of priceless 
buildings and monuments. 

Of the church's 16,364 ecclesias­
tical buildings, 13,000 are officially 
listed as having special architectural 
or historic significance. Most date 
from before the Reformation. 

, In 1992, the last year for which fig­
ures are available, the Church of En­
gland spent an estimated $175 million 
on maintaining these treasures. 

Such duties are increasingly frus-

trating to Anglican clerics, who be­
lieve they should be tending to their 
spiritual flocks rather than the build­
ings that shelter them. 

"We cannot be a church for the 
sake of its buildings," Bishop Gavin 
Reid of Maidstone told a group of 
Anglican evangelicals recently. 
While England has some of Europe's 
most beautiful and historic church­
es-important reminders that the 
Christian faith has stood the test of 
time-the cost of maintaining them 
"is strangling the life of some of our 
village congregations," Reid said. 

Just as serious, Reid added, is ,that 
the burden of building upkeep distorts 
the message of Christianity. "All too 
often the symbol of the cross is re-

placed by the symbol of the fund-rais­
ing thermometer," he said. 

The question becomes most acute 
with England's medieval cathe­
drals-vast structures that need a cor­
respondingly vast amount of money 
to restore stonework and artifacts 
eroded by time and acid rain. 

Yet, as dramatic as the sums in­
volved may be-Winchester, for ex­
ample, has raised nearly $11 million 
for capital projects-the real difficul­
ty can lie in covering day-to-day op­
erating costs. 

"If we had a crack in the dome to­
morrow we'd be able to raise ($8 mil­
lion) in a week," said Canon Christo­
pher Hill of St. Paul's, the Wren mas­
terpiece that is London's cathedral. 

"But you can't raise ($8 million) to 
pay the vergers and all the other staff 
you need." 

The Dean of .Winchester, Trevor 
Beeson, reckons that about half the 
country's cathedrals run at a deficit. 
His cathedral finds itself in the red 
each year to the tune of $157,000. 
Keeping the building open from 7:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. every day of the year 
eats up $1.3 million annually. 

Two of England's Anglican cathe­
drals have imposed an admission 
charge, which does not apply to wor­
shipers attending services or wishing 
to pray. But cathedrals can hardly dis­
entangle their role as tourist attrac­
tions from their role as places of pil­
grimage. 

U.S. Muslims fear international smear due to militants 
LOS ANGELES (RNS)-Farzin 

Toussi is a Muslim. Never mind his 
politically liberal and secular outlook, 
expensive haircut and Italian-model • 
good looks. 

A businessman based in Southern 
California, Toussi was born in Iran 26 
years ago, moved to the United States 
as a child and considers himsellf a cul­
tural, though not mosque-going, Mus­
lim. 

Though he never has been on the 
business end of a vicious anti-Muslim 
insult, Toussi is increasingly sensitive 

· to what he sees as a campaign in U.S. 
media and political circles to link 
America's 3 million to 5 million Mus­
lims to a global terrorist network. 

"Sometimes," Toussi says, "it 
seems like anything that goes wrong 
in the world is blamed on Muslims." 

Other American Muslims agree­
so many, in fact, that representatives 
of seven national and regional Mus­
lim organizations, including the 
American Muslim Council and the 
Islamic Society of North America, 
gathered in Los Angeles in January to 
call attention to what they said is "a 
civil rights crisis." 

"In the past, anti-Islamic rhetoric 
has been typically associated with iso­
lated articles or remarks," said Salam 
Al-Marayati, director of the Muslim 
Public Affairs Council in Los Ange­
les. "Now, spearheaded by several 

INSPIRATIONAL TRAVEL 1995 
Escorted by Rev. John Adkerson and other experienced hosts 

Tour HL #49 Holy Land & Brussels • 10 days, Mar. 18 . 
Only $1,995 • Atlanta departure 

Tour HL #50 Holy Land-8 Days • Only $1,995 
Optional Extn. to Egypt or Europe, Switzerland, 

. Austria & Germany• Atlanta departure _.... 
Pastors: Call for TOUR HOST information. John Adkerson 
Contact: John Adkerson, PO Box 451174 Hosted 81 tours worldwide. 

Atlanta, GA 30345 • (404) 414-1950 • 800-516-3318 Yau can't beat Experience! 

organizations in the United States, 
this rhetoric has been translated into 
formidable political action." 

Al-Marayati and other Muslim 
leaders said they are especially con­
cerned about recent resolutions 
passed by mainstream Jewish-Amer­
ican organizations. One measure, ap­
proved in December by the American 
Jewish Committee, calls on federal 
officials to step up investigations of 
U.S. "fundraisers and propagandists" 
for "militant Islamic extremist 
groups" like Hamas and Hezbollah. 

Muslim leaders at the conference 
denied their groups have anything to 
do with terrorism. In resolutions and 
speeches, they declared that Islam 

unequivocally condemns violence 
against innocents. 

Al-Marayati responded to the 
American Jewish Committee's reso­
lution in a sharply worded letter. "Af­
ter dealing with the AJC for so long, I 
thought that we had developed a bet­
ter understanding so as to avoid issu­
ing counter-productive statements 
and launching ill-advised lobbying 
campaigns," he said. 

But Gary Bretton-Granatoor, di­
rector of interreligious affairs for the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre­
gations, countered that the Jewish 
group's resolution "condemned all 
international terrorism," including 
Jewish terrorism. 

Abuse statistics staggering 
Within the last few weeks, 

some really staggering numbers 
about what is happening to our 
children were reported. The statis­
tics didn't receive a whole lot of 
air play and they didn't make the 
front page of the newspapers. But 
as Christians, they are numbers 
that we cannot ignore. 

The first _report was of the in­

26 percent of all American chil-
dren. • 

I don't usually use this column 
to spput figures because big num­
bers often cause us to lose track of 
the individuals. The fact of the 
matter, however, is that each one 
of the numbers represents a child 
-probably even a child with the 
same name as your child or that of 

a child in your church. creasing number of 
confirmed cases - of 
abuse in our state. Ac­
cording to the Ken­
tucky Cabinet for Hu­
man Resources, the 
number of abused and 
neglected victims in­
creased about 3 percent 
during the state's last 
fiscal year from 24,121 
to 24,877. Total abuse 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

reports neared 40,0~0 Curtis C. Mooney 
with many of these m-

These children are 
why it is so very impor­
tant that we as Ken­
tucky Baptists keep 
reaching out to help 
them and their families . . 
They are why we keep 
coming to you and your 
church asking for your 
prayers and support. 
They are why we urge 
Christian families to 
consider opening their 

vol ving more than one 
child. It breaks my heart to tell you 
that 29 children actually died in 
Kentucky from abuse or neglect 
during the reporting period. 

The second report, issued by 
the privately-funded National 
Center for Children in Poverty, re­
vealed that the number of Ameri­
can children living in poverty has 
reached a record high of 6 million. 
The number had increased by 1 
million between 1987 and 1992, 
the year on which the study was 
based. It represents approximately 

homes to foster chil­
dren. They are why we seek to ex­
pand existing programs and to be­
gin new kinds of services to meet 
different kinds of needs. 

Please pray today for the chil­
dren of our state, nation and world. 
They need it more than ever. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky. 
40243. 
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3rd Annual 
Georgetown 

College 
Pastor's 

Conference 
April 17 -19, 199 5 

Dr. William H. Crouch, Jr., 
President 

The Work of the Pastor 

Speakers: 
Frank Stagg- Bible Study 

Spirituality as lncarnational 
Cecil Sherman- Keynote 

The Work ()fthe Pastor 
James Hyde 

Can Prophetic 
Lecu/ership be Pastoral? 

Robert Long 
Between Twen~11;/ive 
and Six01;/ive­
Springboard or Trap? 

Kevin Cosby 
Translating a Dream 
into Reali/JI 

Gene Sutherland- Worship 

PASTOR'S PANELS 
Topic: 

What is Most Fu/filling in 
Pastoring? What would I drop 
.fi'nm the.fob Description? 

Members: 
Jim Weaver- Chair 
Mark Hopper 
Danny West 
Ron Higdon 
Greg Earwood 

Topic: 
Issues I need to deal with . 
Things I need to get on the 
Church 's Agenda 

Members: 
Robert Baker- Chair 
Ron Sisk 
Mark Lawson 
David George 
Don Mantooth 

For information 
or invitation, contal1: 

Melanie Thomas, office of the 
President, Georgetown College 
400 E. College St. 
Georgetown, Ky 40324 
(502) 863-8030 

DOCTRINE 
Calvinists urge return to SBC's roots 

CAPE CORAL, Fla. (BP)­
Southern Baptists should return to 
their Calvinistic roots, according to 
writers in a publication being mailed 
to most Southern Baptist pastors, 
seminary professors and missionaries. 

"Call it what you will-Calvinism, 
Reformed theology, the doctrines of 
grace- these truths are nothing less 
than historic Southern Baptist ortho­
doxy," wrote Thomas Ascol, editor of 
Founders Journal and pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church, Cape Coral, Fla. 

The journal, which has begun ap­
pearing unsolicited in the mailboxes 
of Southern Baptist pastors nation­
wide, is published by the Southern 
Baptist Founders Conference, a 
loose-knit network of people who ad­
here to a theological system common­
ly known as Calvinism. 

The theology of "five-point" Cal­
vinists often is described in theologi­
cal shorthand to include the total de­
pravity of humans before a holy God, 
unconditional election, limited atone­
ment, irresistible grace and persever­
ance of the saints. 

Calvinists frequently draw criti­
cism from non-Calvinists for two 
points of their theology: limited 
atonement and irresistible grace. To­
gether, these two tenets hold that 
God chose some people for salvation 
and others for damnation before cre­
ation and that all those chosen for 
salvation ultimately will be drawn to 
salvation. 

Abandonment of these doctrines 
has led to several problems for 
Southern Baptists, according to writ­
ers in the current issue of Founders 
Journal, which was published to co­
incide with the 150th anniversary of 
the SBC's founding. The problems 
could be solved by theological re­
newal, they assert. 

Numerical growth alone in the 
SBC does not prove spiritual health, 
Ascol said. "Spiritual life and vitali­
ty cannot be measured simply by 
large numbers and growing organi­
zations," Ascol wrote. 

One reason for the SBC's appar­
ent growth is a high percentage of 
non-resident and inactive members, 
he said. "Only half of our 15 million 
members ... contributed financially 
or attended at least one service last 
year." 

The reason churches have so 
many inactive and non-resident 
members is because many church 
members are not really Christians, 
Ascol said. 

He traces the influx of non-Chris­
tians to "modern evangelistic tech­
nique ... geared toward getting a sin­
ner to agree with some facts and re­
cite a prayer. Once this occurs, it is 
assumed he is saved. Those who go 
through these steps are commonly 
judged ready for baptism and church 
membership." 

But Ascol believes the first-cen­
tury church saw the issue more clear­
ly. "These dropouts were categorized 
on the basis of what they demonstrat­
ed themselves io be- false con­
verts," Ascol wrote. "The Apostle 
John explains, 'They went out from 
us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have con­
tinued with us."' 

Since so many church members 
are not really Christians, Ascol said, 
churches have become infected with 
moral relativism. "When unregener­
ate people find refuge in church 
membership, they inevitably dilute 
the body's corporate commitment to 
holiness," Ascol wrote. 

Much of the journal is devoted to 
a historical study of early Southern 

Baptist leaders who were Calvinists. 
Contributors in addition to Ascol 

include Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary; Tom Nettles, a former profes­
sor at Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary who currently teaches 
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School; and Timothy George, dean 
of the Beeson Divinity School at 
Samford University. 

Nettles traces the decline of Cal­
vinism in the SBC to the influence of 
E.Y. Mullins, president of Southern 
Seminary from 1899 to 1928. Mul­
lins was a widely influential speaker 
and writer whom Nettles said op­
posed theological creeds as "barriers 
to the free development of personali­
ty in religion." 

Mohler, one of Mullins' succes­
sors at the helm of Southern Semi­
nary, writes that the seminary's doc­
trinal statement provides a clear 
framework for the theology Southern 
Baptists ought to embrace once 
again. Mohler has interpreted that 
document, the Abstract of Principles, 
to advocate a Calvinist perspective. 

"Sincere and earnest Southern 
Baptists who wish to understand the 
true substance of our theological her­
itage need look no further than the 
Abstract of Principles for a clear out­
line of the doctrines once most cer­
tainly held among us," Mohler wrote. 
"Let there be no doubt that in the 
years to come Southern Seminary 

. will be unashamedly and unhesitat­
ingly committed to these same doc­
trinal convictions as set forth in this 
incomparable document." 

Other writers in the current issue 
of Founders Journal defend Calvin­
ists against the common accusation' 
that their theology hurts missions and 
evangelism. 

as low as 1 

E· - -ig 
chlzenge 

879Per 1 Person 

. :Feawriri9 
JrMMY HOUSTON ~ 

2 TIME WINNER OF B.AS.S. 
''ANGLER OF THE YEAR" 

a bass fishing tournament 
17

., ~ Testimony by Jimmy Houston • 
Fishing with Men 
to become better 
Fishers o/Men 

·:r';:,'/1 'r:1/.,,, ~ Grand Prize give away will be a boat, motor, 
,, and trailer package as well as thousands of 

. dollars of additional fishing products · 
~ \~ three divisions: adult, teen, and junior 

(twelve and under) 

JuNE 16 -17, 1995 

/CHICKAMAUGA LAKE 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 
for color brochure call 

1-800-37 4-1554 
or 205-355-1554 

iiti ~-~'::!'.:J.:'.'"" 
Evangelistic 
Association . 

RKREATION • 

"Call it what you 
will-Calvinism, 
Reformed theology, 
the doctrines of 
grace-these 
truths are nothing · 
less than historic 
Southern Baptist 
orthodoxy." 
Thomas Ascol, editor of 
Founders Journal 
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PEOPLE 
KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to the Mississippi 
Modern teenagers favor 

the concept of "personal 
peace" over world peace, 

by a margin of 92 
• percent to 60 percent. 

They also believe 
education has more • 

importance than 
community work, by a 

margin of 91 percent to 
66 percent. 

Source: Gallup Youth 
Survey's "Youthviews" 

newsletter 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BEDFORD-Jay Austin resigned 
as youth minister at Bedford Church 
to become associate in the evangelism 
department of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 
■ CADIZ- Maple Grove Church 
called Irvin Darnall as pastor. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Raikes 
Hill Mission called Daniel Hunt Jr. 
as pastor. He began his new ministry 
Jan. 23. 
■ CLAY CITY-Powells Valley 
Church honored Marion Brewer on 
his 28th anniversary as pastor Jan. 8. 
■ DAWSON SPRINGS- James 
Lynn, 86, active member of Charles- . 
ton Church for 64 years, and deacon 
50 years, died Jan. 13. Lynn is sur­
vived by his wife of 65 years, Agnes, 
seven children, 17 grandchildren and 
17 great-grandchildren. Longtime 
friend Archie Oliver and pastor Eric 
Nelson conducted the service. 
■ HENDERSON- Immanuel Tem­
ple ordained Hugh Cheaney, Don 
Porter, Rudy Walker and Glen 
Woodard as deacons Feb. 5. 
■ LAGRANGE- Jack Johnson re­
signed as pastor of Eighteen Mile 
Church to become pastor at Salem 
Church in Cave City. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Eighteenth Street 
Church called Greg Sexton as minis­
ter of youth. 
■ PADUCAH- Willis Henson re­
cently celebrated his 23rd anniversa­
ry as pastor at Lone Oak First Church. 
■ RICHMOND- Rosedale Church 

called Interim Pastor Malcolm 
Lunceford as pastor. He will begin 
his new ministry March 1. 

Eastside Bethel Church ordained 
Nick Osborn to the gospel ministry 
Jan. 22. He is associate pastor of 
youth and education. 
■ WINCHESTER- First Church or­
dained James Barnett, Paul Colum­
bia, Joe Ann Dove, Terry Estes, 
Mary Martin, Bob Steele, Brian 
Stephens and Ava Tyler as deacons. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 
■ Ron and Frieda Adams, mission­
aries to Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House, are on the field. Mailing ad­
dress is P.O. Box 4255, El Paso, Tex­
as 79914. He considers Cunningham 
his hometown. 
■ Betty Larimer, missionary to Ni­
geria, is in the States at 153 Henry 
Sledd Rd., Gilbertsville, Ky. 42044. 
■ Lawrence and Gail Osbrink, 
missionaries to Senegal, are in the 
States at 8605 Tannen Dr., Louisville, 
Ky. 40242. 

The Power of Prayer 
by Dr. Glenn Mollette 

A message for today's Christian 
Send $6.95 to Helpers in Ministries, 

Box 478, Newburgh, IN 476]9 

New Campus Ministry Center: Centered on Christ 
What kind of school says its most important 

purpose is not education? Though we strive for 
excellence in academics a,nd in all areas, we are 
proud to say Oneida's most important purpose is 
evangelism and missions. We now have a won­
derful new facility to help us in the important 
work of ministry on the OBI campus. 

The Martha Bain Rice Campus Ministry Cen­
ter is located in the Rev. and Mrs. Denvis Rush 
building. The entire second floor is dedicated to 
the work of evangelism and ministry to our 600-

THIS IS 

istry time for all students. Contemporary Chris­
tian music, videos, group singing, devotions and 
prayer time are attended by a large group of stu­
dents. On other weekday evenings, the entire fa­
cility is open for ping pong, video games, mov­
ies, music, table games, refreshments and conver­
sation. The full house each evening has demon­
strated that our students appreciate a place to 
spend some fun time with friends. 

The Campus Ministry Center is also equipped 
with office space for the three full-time staff 

members who work with campus min­plus students and staff. As far as we 
know, we are the only Christian board­
ing school in America with a campus 
ministry center. 

ONEIDA • 
istry. Michael and Denise Spencer 
came in 1992, and work in counseling 
and general campus ministry. Pamela 
Sexton came to Oneida in 1994 to 
work in the area of student activities. 

Martha Bain Rice began Baptist 
Student Union at Oneida in the 1950s, 
and BSU is currently the largest single 
student organization on the OBI cam­
pus. Approximately 100 students par­
ticipate during the year, with nearly 50 
on any given Sunday evening. Though 
our students come from many differ­
ent church~s, our united goal is !o W.F. Underwood 
present Christ to every lost person m 

Counseling on personal and spiri­
tual issues requires resources and 
space. The CMC is equii;>ped with 
counseling rooms and a mce library 
area where students can use audio, vid­
eo and print resources in many areas 
of Christian growth. If anyone thinks 
that today's students have lost their in-

our school. 
BSU uses the · Campus Ministry Center for 

large meetings and fellowships open to all stu­
dents. We have nearly 20 upperclassmen who are 
designated BSU small group leaders. The CMC 
is also an area where these leaders can worship, 
pray, prepare for their small group sessions and 
spend time with the campus ministry staff. Friday 
evenings are special worship and prayer times for 
BSU leaders. These meetings prepare them for 
their responsibilities during the week. Our BSU 
students lead worship, participate in_ drama, lead 
prayer times and share their testimonies in our 
cha~el and worship services. 

On Wednesday evenings the CMC has a min-

terest in spiritual matters, let them 
spend a few days with us ! 

This kind of ministry facility is an excellent 
reason to consider Oneida for any child's educa­
tion. It demonstrates a commitment of resources 
to our most important work: evangelism and dis­
cipleship. We thank Kentucky Baptists and our 
many friends and prayer partners for helping us 
provide a new and effective way to share God's 
love with others. 

Written by Michael Spencer, chaplain 

W.F. "Bud" Undenvood is president of Oneida · 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 

14 WESTERN RECORDER ■ FEBRUARY 14, 1995 

"IR JJ 

.. ~ 
NEW IMAGING SYSTEM Tri-County Baptist Hospital has received a new Premier Spect 
Whole Body and Planar Imaging System, thanks to a $500,000 grant from the Gheens 
Foundation. The new equipment will enhance the hospital's effectiveness in orthopedic 
studies, bone scans, anatomical and metabolic analysis and studies of the brain, liver and 
kidney. Shown here with the equipment are David Gray (left), hospital administrator; 
James Hannah, chairman of the hospital's trustee board; and Charles Cox of Baptist 
Healthcare Foundation. 
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,, .. -,.-.•--.•.; ... , ... 
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., i.JJlt~r§ tp help with .Yitai foi:eigµ seeltjng'anyqnecapl):~le ofoperat~ ·. 
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Disabled miner finds God is able 

Senior Jimmie Price has a dif­
ferent life perspective than many of 
our students because of a 1988 
near-death experience. As a coal 
company mechanic in Virginia, 
Price and two other miners worked 
on an external gas well. A derrick 
boom touched high current wires. 
Price jumped from the truck as "the 
derrick jacks lit up like welding 
rods." 

with the coal company and a certi­
fied tool and die maker. 

His call to ministry came in the 
summer of 1987 during a Freewill 
Baptist revival meeting. "Seven 
men surrendered to the call during 
that meeting, and all of us are still 
preaching, either with Primitive, 
Freewill or Southern Baptists," 
Price said. "I came to Clear Creek 
without any founding in the Bible. 

He later heard three 
men had died 10 years 
earlier in that same area 
in a similar type of acci­
dent. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

"A supervisor told 
me I was lucky. I told 
him it was a miracle, 
and took the opportuni­
ty to witness," Price 
said. Back and leg inju­
ries from the accident 
resulted in disability. Bill Whittaker 
"When God closed the 

I did not accept South­
ern Baptist teaching on 
eternal security. An old­
er student and I would 
often talk about it and 
share our distress about 
the teaching. One day 
out on the walking trail, 
we decided to just ig­
nore it and get the best 
we could out of the rest. 
I beg ail to - pray and 
study about it, and God 
impressed me with the 

door on the mines, he 
opened more opportunity for me to 
preach," Price added. 

Price did not grow up in a Chris­
tian home, although he did attend 
Sunday school and vacation Bible 
school with neighbors. He trusted 
the Lord at age 28; his wife the fol­
lowing week. They were baptized 
in the river in December with snow 
on the ground. She was pregnant 
with their second child. 

After high school, Price had two 
years of vocational training. He 
soon became a first-class machinist 

truth of Scripture. My 
salvation didn't depend on me 
holding on but God holding on to 
me. Clear Creek has helped me ad­
just my thinking in other ways. I 
have high praise for the school and 
great respect for the faculty. We get 
an all-around education here." 

During his time at Clear Creek, 
Price has lived in Kelly Hall. He is 
pastor of Rivermont Baptist in 
Scott County, Va. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 
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China's Hui people virtually untouched by gospel 
By Don Martin 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

XIAN, China (BP)-With only 
- minutes to spare, two backpacking 

tourists pushed through a crowded 
station in Xian, China, to catch a train 
leaving for Beijing. 

They rushed onto the station plat­
. form and ran toward their assigned 

car. Their sprint ended abruptly with 
only yards to go. 

A crowd of China's Hui (pro­
nounced "Whey") minority blocked 
their way as they pressed toward a 
small, robed man wearing a glittering 
green-and-gold turban. 

Frantically, the backpackers tried 
to squeeze through the crowd, but 
failed as the mob tightened ranks 
around the robed man and soon hoist­
ed him into the door of the backpack­
ers' assigned car. 

The man, an Islamic imam (spiri­
tual leader) for the Hui, had led hun­
dreds of his people to the train station 
to bless seven men beginning the 
"hajj," the pilgrimage to Mecca in 
Saudi . Arabia every Muslim is com­
manded to make at least once. 

As the imam spoke and stretched 
out his arms as a sign of blessing, his 
followers pushed even closer to him, 
squeezing the top-heavy tourists 
against the train. Some enthusiasts 
broke into chants. Others waved 
brightly colored flags. Small scuffles 
broke out as people jockeyed for po­
sition. Police shouted for calm; train 
officials gave up on their schedule 
and waited. 

After more speeches, chants and 
blessings, the imam finished. His as­
sistants lowered him to the platform 
and the backpackers seized the 

chance to scurry onto the train. 
As they settled into their seats, 

they probably remembered only a 
mob that nearly caused them to miss 
their train-without realizing they 
had actually witnessed the growing 
force of Islam in China. 

They wouldn't be the·first to over­
look Muslim groups in China, a coun­
try associated in Western minds with 
Confucianism, Buddhism and now 
atheistic communism. Christians his­
torically have focused their attention 
on the Han Chinese, who account for 
more than 90 percent of China's 1.2 
billion people. 

Since Han culture dominates the 
nation, Christians have reasoned-in­
correctl y-that outreach methods 
geared to the Han also would apply to 
minority groups, explained John, a 
Christian researcher who has focused 
on the Hui. Because of sensitivities in 
his work, he asked that his real name 
not be used. 

China's 1982 census estimated 
about 7 million Hui live in the nation. 
But many researchers now place the 
total at 9 million-and some as hi_gh 
as 20 million. That makes the Hui the 
largest Muslim group in China. 

The Hui trace their origins to the 
Tang imperial dynasty (A.D. 618-
907), when Arab and Persian traders 
settled in China and married Han 
women. After generations of inter­
marriage, physical and linguistic dis­
tinctions between the two groups all 
but disappeared. 

"Many_ scholars said these (Chi­
nese) Muslims were just absorbed 
into the greater Chinese society," 
John said. "But that's a limited view, 
because inside that Chinese fabric is 
Islam, and this world view is quite 

strong. Even today when most people 
consider China, they see a nation of 
one race-the Han Chinese." 

But the focus is changing. 
"Many have begun to recognize 

that China's Islamic nationalities are 
Muslim first and Chinese second," 
he said. "When you listeP to many of 
the Hui, you realize their hearts are 
in the Middle East .... I don't mean 
that the majority of the Hui are de­
voted Muslims. The average Hui on 
the stre.e.t may_ well have a marginal 
understanding of the Islamic faith, 
but the Hui's social network and its 
attachment to the mosque's leader­
ship is critical." 

Such insight is key to reaching the 
Hui for Christ, John concluded. 

"I saw the same thing in the Mid-

die East," he said. "When I lived 
there, I realized respect for Islam and 
its teachings is essential for opening 
a dialogue. Only then can a: person 
share the gospel. Any discussion, 
with an average Muslim or an imam, 
must start with a spirit of love and 
mutual respect." -

In fact, the Hui's Muslim identity 
has been a unifying thread that has 
held this diverse nationality togeth­
er. For centuries the Hui have strug­
gled for existence in a society domi­
nated by the Han Chinese. 

Today, the Hui share a land with 
the Han, but not a path. Just like the 
backpackers and pilgrims who rolled 
out of Xian on the same train, one 
group looks toward Beijing-and the 
other toward Mecca. 

Hui people illustrate ·Islam's -growing influence in China 
XIAN, China (BP)-"Nothing 

compares to going to Mecca," ex­
claims Ma Lin, a retired taxi driver in 
his late 60s and member of China's 
Hui people. 

"The day I was married, the birth 
of my children-these things are 
nothing compared to going to Mec­
ca" on a "hajj," said Ma of the pil­
grimage to Islam's holy city every 
adult Muslim who is able must at­
tempt at least once. 

Ma (not his real name) learned of­
ficials in Beijing, China's capital, had 
tapped him to make the journey less 
than 48 hours before his scheduled 
departure. Chinese Muslims often 
wait five, 10, even 20 years before 
receiving government approval for 
their trip. When clearance comes, 
whole families break into a whirlwind 
of celebrations, shopping and special 
meals. 

The day before his departure, Ma's 
home had the electric feel of an 
American kitchen on '.fhanksgiving 
day. 

One grand meal after another kept 
the house filled with the pungent 
smells of rich spices. Every room in 
the two-story house, built around an 
open-air courtyard, had trays of fruit, 
steamed breads and sweets. 

Almost oblivious to the festivities, 
Ma moved about with the air of a 
monarch and the enthusiasm of an 

excited child. When friends dropped 
by to congratulate him and wish him 
a safe journey, he held court, patient-
1 y reciting details of his pFeparations 
and what he planned to do in Mecca. 

The next day, Ma joined the other 
six departing pilgrims for prayer at 
Xian's Great Mosque, built in A.D. 
742. The service was led by the Hui 
(pronounced "Whey") imam, a lead­
er of the mosque. The mosque was 
expanded to its current size during the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), making 
it one of the oldest and largest in Chi­
na. 

Although Ma carried a round-trip 
ticket that brings him back to his fam­
ily in Xian, in many ways his trip to 
the Middle East is a return home. The 
Chinese character for Hui can mean 
'return,' explains another imam in 
Xian. 

"People used to refer to us as the 
'Hui Hui,' which can mean double 
return," the imam adds. "China is a 
temporary place, and one day we will 
return to the Middle East." 

This is not an isolated opinion. 
Most Hui never have been to the Mid­
dle East, but they and other Chinese 
Muslims share their forefathers' be­
liefs that Arabia is their true home­
land. 

"They yearn not merely to migrate 
to a land of safety but to return to A­
rabia as the only way to physical and 

spiritual redemption," writes one 
scholar. 

In 1979 China allowed 19 people 
to travel to Mecea as part of a state­
sponsored trip. This year more than 
6,000 Chinese Muslims, most paying 
their own/way, will go on the hajj. 
The pilgrimage can take 30 to 40 days 
and costs upward of $4,000, a sum 
equal to several years' wages in Chi­
na. 

Between 4 percent and 5 percent 
of China's people are Muslims, which 
means China's Islamic population 
outnumbers traditional Muslim coun­
tries such as Saudi Arabia, Libya and 
Iraq. 

The largest of these Muslim 
groups in China is the Hui, and they 
wield considerable political clout. 
China has placed some restrictions on 
Islamic freedom in its outer regions. 
But it is "keenly aware of the impor­
tance foreign Islamic governments 
place on China's treatment of its Mus­
lim minorities as an issue influencing 
lucrative trade and military agree­
ments," notes Dru Gladney, assoc:iate 
professor of Asian studies at the Uni­
versity of Hawaii. 

China's commerce with its Middle 
Eastern trading partners has grown 
more important following the rise in 
tensions with many of its Western 
trading partners in the wake of the 
·1989 Tiananmen Square uprising, 

Gladney explains. 
The Chinese government also 

hears the new Muslim voices emerg­
ing from across its northern borders 
in central Asia. The newly indepen­
dent states of Kazakhstan, Kyr­
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan all share a religious 
heritage with China's Muslims, who 
are concentrated mainly in the north 
and northwest. 

Since the late 1970s, the Chinese 
government has watched Islamic con­
servatism rise among the Hui in Chi­
na's northwest Muslim communities, 
Gladney reports in his book, "Muslim 
Chinese: Ethnic Nationalism in the 
People's Republic.'; 

"This rising radical, even funda­
mentalist, emphasis upon Islamic pu­
rity in Hui communities has caused 
concern" among government offi-
cials, he writes. , 

Christian researchers are quick to 
point out that Hui communities are far 
from being considered hotbeds of Is­
lamic revolutionaries. But the Hui 
nevertheless are increasingly bowing 
to Mecca, not Beijing. 

In recent years the desire among 
Muslim youths to learn Arabic has 
grown steadily throughout China. 

"When you know Arabic, you can 
read the Koran, and one day you will 
need to know Arabic to go to Mec­
ca," explains an imam. 

STOPPED IN HIS TRACKS 
A backpacking tourist in 
Xian, China, struggles to 
board a train while hun­
dreds of Hui Chinese pack 
the train station to see and 
hear one of their Islamic 
leaders. (BP photo by War-
ren Johnson) • 

Volunteers needed 

HONG KONG (BP)­
The door to China's 
isolated countryside is 
open to Southern Baptist 
medical teams, but none 
has entered. 

Ifs now common for 
foreigners to live in 
major cities of China, but 
still rare for them to live 
and work in rural areas. • 

Cooperative Services 
International, the 
Southern Baptist aid 
organization, has 
opportunities to place 
five medical teams in 
such areas. 

CSI workers are 
excited about 
opportunities for the 
rural work because of 
contact with one of 
China's Muslim minority 
groups, the Hui. 

For more information 
about the CSI medical 
teams, c_all Alvinia 
Michalec at (800) 999· 
3113. 
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Your children. Whatever their ages. there's so much they can learn in church. Principles that 
will serve them well throughout life. And help them to be better human beings. Because our 
church is a place where positive life values find expression. Where the endur­
ing love of God is taught Where the nature of life and the meaning of happi­
ness are conveyed through simple yet profound Bible stories. 

That's why we're inviting you to join us in worship. So that your children . . . :"' 
can experience the love that only God can give. So please come. 

Whateveryourage.there'shopethatyoumight H l H ~ ® 

learn something too. Decause Jesus cares for you. ere S {)f'le. 
___________________ AmessagoflifefromSouthern~t'--
®A national revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Board • 
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