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FOR THE RECORD

Evangelism Conference
This year’s Kentucky
Baptist Evangelism
Conference highlighted
hope in Jesus Christ.
See page 1,8 & 9.

Professor resigns

An African-American
professor has resigned
his post at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary amid charges
of broken promises and
racism. See page 2.

~ Family Forum
How can | convince my
two teenage daughters
that I love them?

See page 4.

Editorial

They say “salons” for
small-group discussion
are fashionable today. It
sounds like what
Baptists have been
offering in Sunday
school for years.

See page 5.

Who will tell
the apartment
dwellers of

Common ground?
It’s time to find common
ground on religion
issues in public schools,
a prominent churhc-state

attorney says.
| e Jesus® love?
B
By Pat Cole
Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE—People who live

in multi-housing units pose “the

greatest evangelistic

. challenge in church

history,” claimed a

Kentucky Baptist
missions strategist.

sociate director of
the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s di-
rect missions - department, said
churches are reaching only 5 percent
of the 80 million Americans who live
in apartments, condominiums and
mobile home communities. “At least
76 million multi-housed Americans
are likely unsaved by Christ and un=
related to his church.”

Hough addressed a recent confer-
ence on multi-housing ministry spon-
sored by the KBC and Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.

Hough said churches lack the ap-
propriate methodologies and congre-
gational readiness to reach the multi-
housed.

The key to evangelizing people in
multi-housing units lies with starting
congregations in their communities,
he stressed.

“Multi-housing dwellers, as a
whole, have not attended, do not at-
0 See Hough: Mission ..., page 7
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B More on page 7
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Families

advised to
set media
standards

"By Mark Wingfield
News Director

- KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Families
ought to set standards for how they
use media, but that means more than
an edict from parents that children
may watch only certain television
programs.

That’s the message media expert
Quentin Schultze delivered at the Feb.
27-28 “Family Works” conference
sponsored by the Baptist Center for
Ethics at First Baptist Church of
Knoxville, Tenn.

Schultze is a professor at Calvin
College in
Grand
Rapids,
Mich.,
and au-
thor of several
books on Chris-
tians and the me-
dia, including
“Winning Your
Kids Back from
the Media.”

The lack of parental involvement
in the lives of children is the primary
reason for a lack of family media stan-
dards, Schultze said. But even the
most well-intentioned Christian par-
ents may not establish coherent me-
dia standards, he added.

Effective standards are more than
a list of approved and disapproved
programs, he said. Rather, family
media standards should be a set of
- guiding principles that will help chil-
dren develop a sense of what to do in-
different situations.

Establishing media standards is a
process more than a proclamation,
Schultze said.

While Christians generally gripe
about the negative aspects of media,
the goal ought to be to “help each oth-
er seek out things worthwhile,” he
said. “We need to find the good stuff,
nurture it and pass it along to other
people.”

A proper evaluation of media will
not get bogged down in the relatively
unimportant while missing the big
picture, Schultze suggested.

For example, while boycotting
glimpses of nudity on some television
‘shows, Christians have been blind to
broadcast media’s overall treatment
of women, he said.

- Another big-picture issue that
ought to concern Christians is the fact
‘that most media messages promote
the value of excessive materialism,
Schultze said.

This can be countered by involv-
ing children and teenagers in projects
which allow them to produce some-
thing or give service to others, he sug-
gested. “We need to provide opportu-
nities for young people to be produc-
3 See Families urged ..., page 13

OPEN DOOR POLICY The president’s office at Campbellsville College has been undergo-

_ ing renovation with help from volunteers from two local churches, Campbellsville Baptist
Church and Green River Memorial Baptist Church. Here volunteer Willard Wise works on
a new door in the office. (Photo by Joan McKinney)



BAPTIST BITS

M Volunteers are
urgently needed for the
. next phase of Southern

Baptist relief ministries in
Haiti. Handyman-
oriented people are
sought to help repair
hand pumps on water
wells. No well-drilling
experience is required.
For information, call the
Brotherhood
Commission at (800)
280-1891 or the
Kentucky Brotherhood
office at (502) 245-4101.

B Recommendations to
Southern Baptist
Convention President
Jim Henry for people to
serve on the SBC's
resolutions, tellers and
credentials committees
as-well as the committee
on committees are due
by mid-March. To obtain
a recommendation form,
write to First Baptist
Church, 3701 L.B.
McLeod Rd., Orlando,
Fla. 32805.

Professor resigns with charge of broken promises

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—An African-
American professor has resigned
from the faculty of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary amid charges
of broken promises and racism.

Timothy Johnson, an associate
professor in the seminary’s Carver
School of Church Social Work, sub-
mitted his resignation Jan. 31, effec-
tive July 31. He will teach at Roberts
Wesleyan College in Rochester, N.Y.

In a letter to Southern President Al
Mohler, Johnson blamed his decision
to leave on the seminary administra-
tion’s failure to recommend him for
tenure.

Johnson was hired as a contract
professor in 1991. In academic insti-
tutions, tenured professors are elected
by trustees, and their appointments
are considered permanent. Contract
professors are hired by administrators
for specified time periods.

“This resignation brings to an end
an extremely painful year in which

| my future prospects at Southern Sem-

inary began to erode, because of your
actions toward me,” Johnson wrote to
Mohler. “Specifically, I refer to your
adversarial stance regarding initiating
a process that would move me into
tenure.

“By your actions, you failed to
honor or even consider promises re-
garding the same made to me by the
(Roy) Honeycutt administration.”

Mohler countered: “Persons who
come on contract come on the basis
of that contract. Issues of tenure are
of a completely different nature.

“I do not recognize an implicit
pledge to presume upon the action of
the trustees” to elect Johnson to ten-

“l realize weve run into the lunch hour,
and 'm sorry. Now who's the wise guy
who ordered the pizza?”-
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ure, he added. “That was not implied
by either administration.”

Honeycutt, who was seminary
president when Johnson joined the
faculty, acknowledged that election to
tenure is a trustee prerogative. How-
ever, he recalled Johnson began his
career at Southern with a clear expec-
tation he would be recommended for
tenure. :

“We discussed with Timothy that,

- based on his years of experience and

age, we would be ready to offer him
tenure upon completion of his (doc-
tor’s) degree and satisfactory evalua-
tions of his performance,” he said.
“He has earned the degree, and I nev-
er had any cause to question his per-
formance.

“Of course, the president has no
power to grant tenure; only the trust-
ees can. But when the president says,

‘We will give you tenure,’ it is under- -

stood that it will be recommended.”

Honeycutt noted the actions of his
administration are not binding.

“It was not automatic,” he said of
arecommendation for tenure. “I could
not bind another president any more
than (Johnson’s) performance could
bind me.”

Still, Honeycutt regards the semi-
nary’s commitment to Johnson as
more than an agreement between in-
dividuals. “It was an institutional
commitment that the president on be-
half of the institution made to a facul-
ty member,” he said.

Mohler contended Johnson’s deci-
sion to leave the seminary pre-empt-
ed the possibility that he might be
elected to a new tenured faculty posi-
tion.

“This is not an issue that was final-
ized by Southern Seminary, but by
Professor Johnson,” Mohler said.

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

THERIOT, La. (ABP)—A Louisi-
ana mission pastor has been fired af-
ter publicly confronting Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board Presi-
dent Larry Lewis over Lewis’ en-
dorsement of the controversial “Evan-
gelicals and Catholics Together” doc-
ument.

Jerry Moser, 42, was dismissed as
pastor of Bayou DuLarge Baptist
Mission Church in Theriot, La., by the

missions committee of the sponsoring

church, Christ Baptist Church of Hou-
ma, for “insubordination.”
The pastor of the sponsoring

_church said he agreed with some of

Moser’s criticisms but disagreed with
the way he chose to address them.

“I also have a problem with Larry
Lewis signing this document,” said
Lynn Fontenot, pastor of Christ Bap-
tist Church. But the way Moser con-
fronted Lewis was “demeaning and
humiliating,” Fontenot said.

In a letter addressed to “associated

churches,” Moser described confront-
ing Lewis at a world missions confer-
ence held at his church Feb. 10.

The missions conference in the
heavily Catholic section of Louisiana
was scheduled more than a year ago,
before Lewis and another Southern

* Ironically, Johnson’s departure
has created a scenario in which a ten-
ured professorship is open.

“I had requested a tenure-track
position, and with his leaving that cre-
ated a vacancy,” said Diana Garland,
dean of the Carver School. “If Tim
had stayed on the faculty, he would
have been a candidate for the position
(which) ... is open first of all to any-
one on the faculty.”

Although Johnson declined to be
interviewed for this story, his resigna-
tion letter indicated his doubts about
his chances for tenure. ‘

“The ultimate indignity was that of
having been given an 18-month con-
tract at a time when the Carver School

.. was short of faculty,” Johnson
wrote. He contrasted his contract with
three-year contracts offered to two
other faculty members.

“I and all of my constituents have
yet to understand why no place was
made for me to continue in ministry
at Southern Seminary,” his letter stat-
ed. “But we have concluded, from
your actions regarding me, that it was
your intent that I not be a part of the
seminary’s future.”

In his letter, Johnson claimed race
is a part of the issue.

“Actions on your part also valo-
rized surreptitious communication
processes regarding material on rac-
ism and African-American teaching
styles used in my classes,” he wrote.
And he added that the communication
about him was allowed to “subvert
contract discussions.” f
~ Mohler denied race is an issue.
“Race was not a factor on the part of
the administration. We are committed
to racial and ethnic inclusivity.”

He cited the seminary’s “heritage
of fairness and equality in racial is-

Baptist Convention leader, Richard
Land of the SBC Christian Life Com-
mission, signed the document pledg-
ing cooperation between evangelicals
and Catholics.

Lewis and Land were among 40
original signers of the document,
drafted by a coalition to highlight ar-
eas of common concern for both con-
servative Catholics and Protestants.

Baptist critics of the document say
it embraces heretical Catholic doc-
trine and undermines evangelism
with a pledge against proselytization.
Defenders say theological differenc-
es should not prevent evangelicals
and Catholics from working together
on common social and moral con-
cerns and that the proselytization ban
does not prevent evangelicals from
trying to convert non-practicing or
nominal Catholics.

Moser’s letter said his church met

“for over 12 hours” before deciding -

to “confront Dr. Lewis and not allow
him to speak until he had a chance to
hear us and consider how he is hurt-
ing us with this heretical document.”

The mission tried to set up a meet-
ing with Lewis prior to the missions
conference, but Lewis’ schedule
would not permit it. During the asso-
ciational meeting, when Lewis’ turn
came on the program, Moser said he
“assumed complete control of the

sues.” Southern was the first Ken-
tucky school to confer a doctoral de-
gree upon an African-American, he
said, and noted the seminary has “a
strong representation of minority stu-
dents and faculty” and has “actively
sought out African-Americans to
serve on our faculty.”

Although she said she could not
comment on the specifics of person-
nel matters, Garland said no adminis-
trative actions have involved “racism
or teachings about racism.”

. Johnson reportedly angered or of-
fended some white students on cam-
pus, who have said his teaching is
“too Afrocentric,” and who have
complained to Mohler, circumventing
the normal grievance procedure.

‘Mohler declined to comment di-
rectly on complaints regarding per-
sonnel. But he said, “It is imperative
that professors maintain a construc-
tive relationship to students” and add-
ed he does not believe racism created
the situation.

Garland also downplayed racial
overtones. “Looking back on 150
years of history, it’s important that we
as Southern Baptists acknowledge
that we have been guilty of racism,”
she said. “We need to continue to ex-
amine our institutions and our actions
and our policies, and we need to con-
tinue to examine ourselves personal-
ly. But if I thought racism were an is-
sue here, I would have raised it my-
self.” _ :

For his part, Johnson concluded
his letter, “I have great sorrow that
with my departure and that of Dr.
Molly Marshall (the seminary’s first
female theology professor), this fac-
ulty moves back toward the kind of
homogeneity that stands as a shame-
ful part of its past history.”

‘Mission pastor fired after confronting Lewis

meeting.”

“I gave everyone the option to
leave or stay, but I insisted that we
would address publicly a serious
problem,” he wrote in his letter.

Moser and four other church
members spoke. Most visitors from

-other churches were sympathetic to-

ward Lewis but were not allowed to
join the dialogue, he said.

Lewis responded by giving his
personal testimony and describing
leading people to a personal faith in
Christ but “steadfastly refused to re-
pent,” Moser said.

The discussion was carried on “in
calmness and love,” Moser said in his
letter.

Fontenot differed with that assess-
ment. While Moser spoke calmly,
“even in the calmness there was a
mean-spiritedness,” he said. One
church member “was very loud and
abusive,” Fontenot said, pointing a
finger in Lewis’ face and calling him
a heretic.

Lewis was told he would not be
permitted to speak from the pulpit and
one man told him, ““You’re no broth-
er of mine, I don’t even think you’re
saved,”” Fontenot said.

Fontenot said Moser was fired by
the sponsoring church not just for
confronting Lewis but for a history of
insubordination.



wmMmu effart nets
cans & coins

Woman’s Missionary ‘Um‘on-u .
members across Kentucky is-
sued the call, and Kentucky Bap-
tists responded.

The “call” was to join WMU
members across the Southern
Baptist Convention in mobiliz-
ing fellow church members on
Feb. 12 to contribute a can of
food plus a quarter to help feed
the hungry in their communities.

While the food and money

_collected by a local church
would be distributed at its discre-
tion, a national goal of 1 million
cans and $250,000 was set for
the project. By March 1, Ken-
tucky Baptists reported collect-
ing 113,571 cans of food and
giving $38,450.26.

Southern Baptists across the
nation contributed 1,023,466
cans of food and $311,281.

Both the national and Ken-
tucky WMU offices expect the
numbers to rise even higher
when final reports are received.

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staif Writer

ELIZABETHTOWN—Kentucky
Baptists’ office of partnership mis-

sions honored volunteers who have .

gone to Russia as a part of the Ken-
tucky/Russia partnership at a banquet
at Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown Feb. 24.

More than 300 volunteers and
friends gathered to “celebrate what
God has allowed us to do in Russia,”
said Partnership Director Benton
Williams.”

“I knew God is able but I’ve nev-
er seen him more alive than in the
Kentucky/Russia partnership,” Will-
iams said.

He read a letter from an 80-year-
old° member of Central Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg, Russia, in

Cold snow warmed hearts to gospel

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

CATLETTSBURG—Many Ken-
tuckians don’t like snow, but coupled
with a “Here’s Hope” tract and the
‘witness of Oakland Avenue Baptist
Church in Catlettsburg, the white stuff
helped two people come to know
Jesus Christ as Savior.

After a mid-February storm, dea- :

con Mike Neal summoned snow plow
operator Walter McKenzie Jr. to clean
parking lots at the two funeral homes
he owns.

Because Wednesday evening ser-
vices were just hours away, Neal
called Pastor Paul Badgett to ask if he
should send McKenzie to clean the
church parking lots.

When McKenzie arrived at the
church, Badgett shared a portion of
the “Here’s Hope” tract and asked if
McKenzie had ever considered the
claims of Christ.

“Yes, I have,” he replied, but indi-
cated he was not a Christian. The pas-
tor handed him the tract and asked
him to read it and think about it.

which she thanked Kentucky Bap-
tists for repairing the steps at the
front of the church building.

“I want to thank God and thank
you from all old members of our
church because it was difficult for us
to go to church by old steps,” she
wrote to Pastor Larry Nobles and
members of Green Hills Baptist
Church in Fisherville.

Foreign Mission Board represen-
tative Bill Peacock thanked Ken-
tucky Baptists for a “first class part-
nership.”

Russians have seen that Kentucky
is “for real,” said Moscow partner-
ship coordinator Larry Lindsey.

“Some come and talk. Kentucky
people come and put. their lives on
the line. They work, build churches
and visit in homes. They bring
hope,” said St. Petersburg partner-

During visitation the next evening,
Badgett asked Neal and deacon
Chairman Bill Spears to deliver Mc-
Kenzie’s check—and follow up on
his invitation.

After they went through the tract
in detail, McKenzie prayed to trust
Jesus Christ as Savior. When he fin-
ished, the two members turned to the
man’s 15-year-old sister, who also
said she wanted to profess faith in
Jesus.

On Sunday, Feb. 26, McKenzie
came to church for the first time and
brought his two grade-school-age
sons.

The' McKenzies were the latest of
nine converts at Oakland Avenue dur-
ing the 60 days of witnessing related
to “Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now.”

Ironically, most of those people
won’t be baptized at Oakland Ave-
nue, because many expressed a desire
to affiliate with other congregations.
The pastor said he experienced a sim-
ilar phenomenon during a Home Mis-
sion Board pilot witnessing project
two years ago.

“You lead some to the Lord and

Partnership banquet honors 365 volunteers

ship coordinator Lee Bivins.
Kentucky Baptists have budgeted
$1.2 million for the five-year project,
which officially began in 1994. In
addition, Kentuckians already have
given more than $500,000 to specif-
ic projects, said KBC Executive
Secretary-Treasurer Bill Marshall.
Calvin Wilkins, partnership mis-
sions coordinator, awarded certifi-
cates and pins to 365 volunteers,
many of whom were in attendance at
the banquet. The volunteers came
from 155 KBC churches. They
served on 47 teams whose responsi-
bilities ranged from medical to con-
struction, music to evangelism work.
-The first certificate went to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Bradford of Hen-
dersonville, Tenn. in honor of their
college-age son Alan, who died a few
weeks after returning from Russia.

Youth revival leads 39 to hecome Christians

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOUISA—Hope is alive at First
Baptist Church of Louisa, even
though the congregation hasn’t for-
mally committed to participate in the
“Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now”
campaign.

The campaign came at a difficult
time for the church, since Pastor Bob
Brooks moved to another pastorate
just as Southern Baptists nationwide
were launching the effort, which
calls for 60 days of intensive per-
sonal evangelism.

Despite the transition, the Louisa
church recorded 39 professions of

faith and 45 recommitments to Christ -

during a mid-February youth rally.
“What God has done has been
overwhelming,” said Youth Minister
Scott Midkiff, a graduate student at
Marshall University who commutes
to Louisa from Huntington, W.Va.
“This is a small town and a Bible
Belt area, but there’s still a lot of un-

churched, hurting people. There are
a lot of teenagers here who really
need Christ.”

Despite the lack of an official title
for its outreach, Midkiff began lay
evangelism training with his 35-
member youth group in January.

He taught the teens how to wit-
ness to their friends, deliver the plan
of salvation and distribute flyers. The
project was geared toward last
month’s youth rally, which featured
evangelist David Edwards of Okla-
homa City.

A former associate of Jay Strack,
Edwards also visited middle and high
schools in the county and neighbor-
ing West Virginia to deliver a mes-
sage against drugs and alcohol.

That and regional media coverage
created interest in First Baptist’s
“Pizza Blast,” which concluded Ed-
wards’ two-day visit. Youth group
members distributed free tickets in
schools, drawing a standing-room-
only crowd of 400.

The teens responded to Edwards,

who relies on humor to open the door
for a serious gospel message.

“He reads labels on different
products, makes jokes about it and
then shifts into how some people just

don’t understand what it is to have a -

personal relationship with Christ,”
said Midkiff. “His methods are dif-
ferent, but he delivers.”

- Those who responded to the altar
call came from a mixture of religious
backgrounds. One young person
came forward at First Baptist the next

Sunday to make a public profession

of faith in Christ:
Midkiff, a former teacher and
football coach who answered the call

‘to ministry six months ago, said the-

excitement at the church hasn’t
stopped.

“It was unexpected,” he said.
“They didn’t think that God would
give us that many rededications.
Now the church is excited. They’re
ready to go out to do follow-up and
show the community First Baptist is
a loving church.”

they already have a church in mind,”
he said, “so they don’t necessarily end
up in yours. But our people are doing
what God wants them to do.

“The big thing for us is we have
people who are developing a lifestyle
of sharing their faith. This will pay
dividends beyond the 60 days.”

There is excitement at the church,

too, which last week was preparing
for its first baptism resulting from the
“Here’s Hope” emphasis. Though
Carl Clark professed faith in Christ in
January, Oakland Avenue needed-
time to work out the logistics of his
baptism because he has a physical dis-
ability.
- Since the church is just finishing
an expansion that includes handi-
capped ramps, it is now easier to get
Clark inside the building. But mem-
bers still had to take a practice run
with someone in a wheelchair up the
steps of—and into—the baptistry.

‘“His baptism has been quite a top-
ic of conversation, figuring out how
to do it,” the pastor said. “It’s like the
fellows who lifted the lame man
through the roof to get him to Jesus.”
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Sound finances

The agencies, institutions, auxilia-
ry, commission and state mission

board of the Kentucky Baptist Con- -

vention are financially sound and
worthy of continued and increased
support.

. This was the opinion of the KBC
audit workgroup, which met Jan. 20.
The workgroup expressed commen-
dation and appreciation to the boards
and administrations of all KBC-relat-
ed entities for the positive ways in
which they were providing sound
leadership.

An audit work-
group from the
KBC Executive
Board meets annually to review the
audited financial statements of all
KBC-related entities. These financial
statements reflect their financial con-
ditions and the results of their opera-
tions. This annual process is another
way the KBC and its affiliated enti-
ties provide accountability for the mil-
lions of dollars given each year to
convention causes.

The workgroup reviewed audits
for Campbellsville College, George-
town College, Cumberland College,
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College,
Oneida Baptist Institute, Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children, Baptist
Healthcare System, the Western Re-
corder, Kentucky Baptist Foundation
and the KBC mission program funds.

Members of the audit workgroup
are Joe Bagwell, Bardwell; Arnold
Caddell, Burlington; James Hales,
Cold Spring; Robert Lowery, Bar-
bourville; Bob Owsley, Cecilia; Ever-
ett Priddy, Lancaster; Rick Shannon,
Pikeville; and Harlan Williams, Rus-
sellville.

James Hales, chairperson
KBC audit workgroup
Cold Spring

Forget lies & rumors

In regard to the editorial concern-
ing rumors and petitions (WR. Jan.
31), I have a suggestion that may help

BAPTIST FORUM

with the rumor about school prayer.

Daniel 6:4 states Daniel was faith-
ful and without fault, and verse 10 in-
dicates he prayed routinely.

King Darius, like our Supreme
Court, out of ignorance supposed he
was in charge of prayers. So he de-
creed there would be no talking to
God.

Daniel didn’t h1de or change his
habits—probably didn’t sound off
like a fog horn either—just went on
talking to God. Now can you believe?
God took care of Daniel, and then he
took care of Daniel’s enemies.

In Isaiah 56:6,
God commands his
children. In Mat-
thew 7:7, God en-
courages his children. And in Philip-
pians 4:6, God instructs his children
to pray. In I Thessalonians 5:17, with-
out ceasing. In I Timothy 2:8, every-
where. In Hebrews 4:16, boldly.

The problem is not, and never was,
Madalyn Murray O’Hair, the Su-
preme Court, or “them.” The problem
is us. In Matthew 22:29, Jesus said,
“Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip-
tures, nor the power of God.”

So my suggestion: Tell us again.
Tell us we need to be faithful and
without fault. Tell us we can then
pray. Tell us about the enemy. Tell us
he is a liar—and to forget about his
lies, rumors and petitions.

Tell us God will take care of us and
him. Tell us again.

Jeannette Lax
Princeton

Better treatment

Let’s have a pity party for semi-
nary presidents Al Mohler and Paige
Patterson. These two apologists for
fundamentalism decry the Associa-
tion of Theological Schools for not
having a “redemptive and construc-
tive intention” in its dealings with
Southwestern Seminary.

Mohler and Patterson, who
showed no kindness for a procession
of fine Christian servants, now ask for
mercy from ATS. Where was “re-

demption and constructive intention”
in the ousting of Keith Parks, Russell
Dilday, Molly Marshall, Paul Sim-
mons and many others or in the with-
holding of “chairs” for three deserv-
ing faculty at Southern Seminary?

Abuse of power by trustees, re-
striction of academic freedom and
failure to follow governing docu-
ments triggered probation at South-
western. Mohler argues that “confes-
sional denominations” need wider lat-
itude in administering their seminar-
ies. This is another way of saying that
those in power should be free to prof-
fer their own view of orthodoxy and
fire any who have a differing view.

So Mohler transforms the semi-
nary into the 1850 “confession” of its
founders. These were men trapped in
the errors of their own times—con-
doning slavery, discriminating
against women, being paid as preach-
ers with Kentucky whiskey (the Ab-
stract of Principles prescribes “wine,”
not grape juice, for communion), and
lacking the benefit of 20th-century
manuscript evidence and emerging
scholarship.

There is nothing “redemptive and
constructive” in these errors and defi-
ciencies nor in the heavy-handedness
of leaders and trustees who ask for
better treatment than they mete out.

Gary Millsap
Louisville

Speak for yourself

No one—Jim Henry, Richard
Land nor anyone else in the Southern
Baptist Convention—can speak for
me. Especially in the field of politics.

As I see i, this is one of the prob-
lems in our convention; it has become
too involved in politics.

There was a time when the leaders
of our convention focused on reli-
gious matters. I wish we could return
to that era.

It doesn’t matter if it is Dr. Henry
Foster, Bill Clinton or Newt Gingrich;
please allow me to think for myself.

Wallace C. Stone
Greenville

Magnification

Not long ago, wanting to look
more closely at a small sore on the
side of my face, I resorted to the light-
ed magnification mirror which sits on
a small table in our bathroom area.

With that added vision,
I readily saw that the sore
was a small, ingrown
whisker; a problem easily
and quickly remedied with
a needle and a pair of
tweezers.

For some reason, I de-
cided to look over my en-
tire face in magnification.
I was disappointed by
what I saw—I honestly
had not noticed the wrin-

ON MISSION
o TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

exposed me to what I look like
through magnification. From my per-
spective, at least, I would definitely
prefer to be seen without magnifica-
tion!

The experience led me toward an-
other reality in life; namely, that I
would not like for my en-
tire life to be viewed in
magnification. I am grate-
ful that all my words,
thoughts and actions are
not visible to the public.

As much as [ am a be-
liever; as much as I want
to practice as fully as pos-
sible a “life in Christ,” I
fail more often than I can
comfortably admit.

They are not public

kles between my mouth
'and cheekbones; the sagging skin be-

| neath my chin and jaws had gone long
‘ unnoticed; and the pores on my nose
| looked, to me, like giant holes.

Is this the way I loek to people
with 20/20 vision? I was relieved
somewhat to realize that no one sees
another person with that kind of mag-
nification unless it’s a dermatologist.

While the magnification served a
constructive, medical purpose, it also
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failures for all to see; no
lapses in morality that would, if
known, bring embarrassment to my
family or to my Christian testimony.
But they are blemishes, nevertheless,
that I don’t like to see in myself.

I have also concluded that I would
neither notice nor be bothered by such
blemishes unless there were some-
thing—a magnification—within me
which provides my awareness of my
failures and flaws. I have read some-

where that we can take some consola-
tion in being able to notice the blem-
ishes that others cannot see; that such
is a characteristic of a believer who is
trying to live out his or her commit-
ment to Christ.

Even without magnification, I can
see the several scars on my body
which remind me of events in my life
which caused them—the run-in with
barbed wire; sliding down a telephone
pole; the broken bottle on the creek
bottom. None of those events “wor-
ry”’ me now; they are past. The scars,
in fact, are healings.

And within the conscience are
scars; reminders of past failures, in-
visible except to memory; lingering
there, perhaps, to remind us of our
lack of perfection; sometimes arous-
ing tears for important moments wast-
ed; moments of life that can never be
reclaimed.

A moment before the magnifica-
tion mirror, to take care of a minor
problem, led me to a greater realiza-
tion; that the God who sees all of me
still loves me.

‘What wondrous love is this!

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

_ Ithink your wife is correctin
_ that you and your daughtcrs will

. _“Love Dad” on the card.

 ally only says “I love you” to
_children over the phone. Ma.yb
- you would find that an easy
- to begin.

FAMILY FORUM:
TEEN-AGERS

7 told to hide their nur
‘soft feelings. Fathe

 learn their roles as providers and

often fail to learn other ays

~ relating to their children.

- However, it does not hav

~ be that way. Males can and do
- learntobe emotionally open and
 direct with love. This is not to say

these “warm fuzzy” fathers love
their children any more than you
might. They just leamed to say it
with ease, ;

benefit from your saying, “Ilove

_ you.” Let me make a few sugges-

txons .
 For starters, try writing it in a

7 note for some other purpose: Tl
be late picking you up. after
- work. I love you. Dad.” Perhaps
 you could sxgn a specxal-occa-v

One father confessed h

- Of coufée you could Just add"’";-

it to how you say good bye or
~ good night. Throw it into the .
_ conversation in a casual way.

A more direct approach
would be to find a private time to
talk this over with your daugh-

~_ters. Be honest and wait for their

response. End with something

like, “I hope you do know I love

you, even if I have difficulty say-
ing it.”
Most likely, they do think you

“love them because of your ac-

tions. Still, they and you need to

* say it with words. Do not wait .

until some tragedy may strike.
They will feel more secure if
they regularly hear what they .
see: “Dad loves me.” Nurture

_ them emotionally just as you
. provide for them physu:ally and .

spmtually ’
 Wade Rowatt is professor of pSy-

- chology of religion at Southem Bap
- ttst Theological Seminary.

M Send your questlons about
chlldren, teens, marriage, smgles i

. or aging to “Family Forum,”
- Western Recorder, Box 43969,

Louisville, Ky. 40253,



Celebration should include repentance for racist past

Is America color-blind?

Anyone who answers yes to that question must be blind to more than
color. Even casual observation of the American scene reinforces the no-
tion that race is a major point of contention in the nation today. The pop
icon of the moment, the O.J. Simpson murder trial, drips with race. Skin-
heads beat a Nigerian man to death in the Northwest. An Oriental ex-
change student is shot because he walks up the wrong driveway looking
for a party. Blacks and Jews beat each other in New York. A young
mother in South Carolina almost gets away with murder by blaming her
sons’ dlsappearance on a black man.

If you think racism is only “over there,” look within the borders of
Kentucky. See racial tension over the police slaying of an African-Amer-
ican youth in Lexington. Observe racial tension over the murder of a
white Todd County man who was waving a Confederate flag from the
bed of his pickup truck. Sense racial tension over a state lawmaker’s
comments regarding college scholarship money.

And if you think things will soon get better, look to the horizon. Con-
gressional debates over welfare reform and affirmative action will fan
the flames of hot feelings. While politicians get set to ferret out the is-
sues, hatemongers on both sides are preparing for a field day.

Thank God for wise counsel from Gary Frost, pastor of Rising Star
Baptist Church in Youngstown, Ohio. He’s second vice president of the
Southern Baptist Convention and the first African American officer of

. the convention.

“There is some hurt in black America, and the wound has never prop-
erly been cleansed,” Frost said during the SBC Christian Life Commis-
sion’s annual seminar. “We’ve put Band-Aids on it, tried to cover it up,
talked about it, but it has not been cleansed. I don’t believe politics will
cleanse this wound. I believe the people of God alone can cleanse it.”

A good start for Southern Baptists are declarations of repentance from
the sin of racism, proposed by several of the convention’s inner-city
missions directors, Frost said. “Satan has a handle in the black commu-
nity,” he explained. “It is a handle that was placed there by past injustic-
es. If revival is going to come to urban America, this ammunition must
be removed from Satan’s arsenal.”

Messengers to the 1995 SBC annual meeting this summer most likely
will have an opportunity to vote on a resolution of repentance and recon-

ciliation. The symbolism of the moment will be powerful. Messengers
will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of the convention, which was
formed when Baptists in the North would not appoint Southern slave-
holders as missionaries.

The declarations and impending resolution already have stirred con-
troversy. A number of Southern Baptists have said they cannot—and
should not—repent for the sins of their ancestors. But Frost differs.

“Some are arguing that corporate repentance is unbiblical,” he said.
“Yet I read in the Old Testament of three great leaders—Daniel, Ezra
and Nehemiah—who in their return from Babylonian captivity all of-
fered prayers of repentance for national sins they had not committed.”

So, a time of celebration and thanksgiving should be validated and
redeemed by a time of repentance, he stressed. And he’s right.

Of course, no Southern Baptist alive has sold or owned slaves. Count- |

less numbers of us are ashamed of the dreadful behavior of our denom-
inational forebears. Thousands among us have worked hard to develop
relationships that transcend racial boundaries. Many of us have purged
personal bigotry. Yet we would do well to repent as a denomination.
The action will have a healing spiritual effect within our convention.
Slavery was a personal sin, but the perpetuation of slavery was a corpo-
rate, communal sin in which, and because of which, our denomination
was born. Repentance—even when we did not commit the sin our-
selves—will set the record straight for our denomination. We can be
assured God will bless us if pray and repent and ask forgiveness for this

‘denominational sin.

The action also will have a positive spiritual impact on our cities and
communities. It will speak loudly to inner-city minorities, Frost advised,
noting it will authenticate the gospel message Baptists are trying to
preach.

And the action will provide a moral platform from which to speak to
the issues of the day. Welfare reform and affirmative action are on the

 political agenda; they will be addressed by the politicians. Southern Bap-

tists must lend our voices to the debate—speaking on behalf of the poor,
the disadvantaged, the “least of these” for whom Christ cared. Our own
repentance will give us the moral voice to speak for justice, fairness and
compassion.

Marv Knox

A helpless feeling

After we finished our formal lan- the city of Tete and were wearily ap-
guage study in Lilongwe, we took a  proaching the Mozambique/Zimba-
vacation to visit bwe border when
friends in Zimba- we realized we had
bwe. En route, we GUEST EDITDRIAL lost our passports.
traveled through All we could
Mozambique, a nation torn by civil think was that they were not returned
war. to us at the last police checkpoint. We
We made our way across the quickly turned the car around toward
Malawi/Mozambique border rather that place.
well, ran into a paperwork glitch in As we drove, we realized we def-

_Fnrget Grammy, ;Emmy & Oscar, |

*Tis the season for awards, :
You've probably noticed by now. Espe-

v .cmlly since you can’t turn on the TV or read
_the newspaper without running headlong
_into awards. Like Oscar, Emmy, Tony,
~ Grammy, People’s Choice and Golden
- Globe. Just this morning, an entire section
. of the paper honored the Loures the best -
~ ads and PR stuff i i
. Ask anybody the awards busmess
- and you’ll get a gob of good reasons for
 giving goldlsh gizmos to great gals and
guys. They “promote the highest standards
of professmnal'e ellence
_ They “recognize exceptional
~in whatever it is t i
- They “raise public awaren
. .trade, busmess or whate (

school teachers hand out
 gold stars. I'm sure Tim
~ Allen went to sleep
 happy last Sunday

night, safe in the
knowledge  that
America loves h
show, “Home _
(" provement,”
. his movie,

~ Santa Clause

“Th

g promoted And they cause peopl w
outand buy a lot more records, movie tick-
ets or whatever it is that’s being sold.
. Awards also promote self-esteem. -
Media moguls give out little st
 ues for the same reason pre-

initely did receive them back from God, we found them lying in the
the policeman. So where could they  grass.
be? We cannot begin to describe the

About 20 minutes from the border,
we had stopped at the side of the road,
with our daughter, Erin, “naturally”
needing to stop. Tony got out of the
car with Erin, but Janet stayed in the
car, only opening the door. All we
could imagine was that the passports
were on Janet’s lap and fell out when
the door opened.

So, we began a walking search of
the roadside until finally, praise be-to

fear that shot through us during that

frantic search. Yet how much more

helpless, afraid and lost will those

people be who enter eternity without

the “passport” necessary to enter

heaven—salvation through Jesus
Christ.

Janet & Tony Tench

Southern Baptist missionaries

Kasungu, Malawi, East Africa

. - p 1st churches,
L should g0 ‘and do likewise, to acknowl—,, ;
' edge and promote exceptlonal ;serv1ce'

_ tian leader), :
€ pioneer  ment to others
y Lottie Moon, who 1§ A.‘:R'uth

- recognizing selfless in--
volvement in

sense of helplessness and lostness and |

 the »‘gospel to Chma),"* ter-in-law of Naomi)
»;’,al falthfulness to others

“If we can
celebrate our
forefathers’ love
for Jesus, should
we not also lament
the fact that they
rendered certain
human souls as
inferior to their
own?”

Gary Frost

applaudmge ce
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OPINION

“If we fail, ... we
will be doomed to
pass on to our
children a society
which creates a
sterile, artificially
secular public
square by
segregating
religion from the
nation’s public
life. And the

saddest thing

about such a
scenario is that it
is utterly
unnecessary and
requires the
ignorance and
indifference of
--people of faith to

succeed.”
Richard Land

“Any “prayer law’
would trivialize
theology.
Throughout history,
when nations have
- presumed to pass
on or prohibit
religious beliefs.
and practices, they
have looked
ludicrous. How
utterly silly to set
the U.S. Supreme
Court, in its role of'
interpreting the
Constitution, above
the Spirit of God.

. The best thing
government can do
- for religion is leave

it alone.”
Janibs Dunn

!

Should Gongress pass a school -prayer amendment"

By Ru:hard D. Land
Executive Director-
Treasurer, SBC Christian
Life Commission

Once again, the issue of student
prayer in public schools has provid-
ed the flash point for a high profile
public debate on the First Amend-

ment to the Constitution and how it

impacts religious expression in soci-
ety.

Where do Southern .Baptists
stand?

I believe the majority of Southern
Baptists are against the government
sponsorship of religion which pre-
vailed in our nation’s schools prior
to the 1962 and 1963 Supreme Court
decisions. They also oppose govern-
ment suppression of religious ex-
pression and government censorship
of religion which has far too often
been the practice, if not the precept,
in our nation’s public schools be-
tween 1963 and 1994.

Most Southern Baptists support
state and school accommodation of
students’ religious convictions that
they bring with them from home,
church, mosque, synagogue and tem-
ple. They neither support a return to
the past nor a continuation of the in-
tolerable and intolerant present situ-
ation, but instead advocate the new,
yet untried, way of government ac-
commodation of students’ “free ex-
ercise” rights without government
violation of the “establishment”
clause.

I believe most Southern Baptists
(see the 1982 and 1993 Southern
Baptlst Convention resolutions on

“prayer” and “religious expression in
public schools”) have concluded that
the safest and surest way to guaran-
tee such non-sponsoring government

accommodation of students’ free re-_

ligious expression rights is to pass
the right kind of constitutional
amendment.

Such an amendment would pro-
hibit the government from sponsor-
ing religion as was done prior to
1963, but would also forbid the gov-
ernment and the court system from

- censoring or segregating voluntary

student religious expression from the
public school milieu.

Why a constitutional amend-
ment?

A reporter’s recent questlon fur-
nishes the answer: “Won’t any at-
tempted solution passed by Congress
justend up back in the courts?” I told
him he had just raised the best argu-
ment for a constitutional, rather than
a legislative, remedy. It is\many
times more difficult to challenge the
Constitution, as amended, in the
courts than it is to challenge a mere
law.

The prayer amendment becomes
part of the Constitution, which, by
definition,
makes it “con-
stitutional.”
Most Southern
Baptists who
now embrace

By James M. Dunn
Executive Director
Baptist Joint Committee

Such an approach is unneeded,
unwise and unfaithful.

§ Unneeded.

Authentic prayer is not subject to
government regulation. Religious rit-
ual is banned, and who needs it? Peo-
ple are praying in public schools
right now, every day.

Individually, as long as there are
math tests, there will be prayer in
schools. No one has a right to disrupt
the educational process for which
schools exist, but students can, and
do, meaningfully pray, say blessings
and seek divine guidance.

A moment of silence is always
available. What teacher needs an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution
to say, “Quiet now, for just a mo-
ment”? Some who beg for “volun-
tary” prayer really want “mandatory
voluntary” prayer—oxymoronic.

Organized prayer is happening
across the nation. Bible study, hymn
singing and public witness are the or-
der of the day. Equal Access legisla-
tion was passed in 1984 and declared
constitutional in 1990. Within prop-
er time, place and manner limits,
public school kids everywhere gath-
er to pray at school, out loud, in
groups. Haven’t you heard of the
“See You at the Pole” prayer meet-
ings?

Release time offers more than to-
kenism. Under constitutionally ac-
cepted guidelines, Bible study class-
es are offered. Sure, it’s easier to
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complain about
what is not be-
ing done. Yet
churches are
ideally located, equipped and staffed
by volunteers to provide off-campus
opportunities. In many places, reli-
gious education is under way during
the school day. It’s funny, isn’t it,
how most loud, political prayer-
pushers have done nothing construc-
tive like setting up released-time op-
tions?

I Unwise.

Our life together in this nation
suggests that we should leave the
Constitution alone in this matter. The
idea of church-state separation is es-
sential to the protection of religious
liberty. Who are the people wanting
to retreat from that principle? Vital,
personal religion would suffer
should we tinker with the law of the
land.

Any “prayer law” would secular-
ize the sacred. It’s not simply the
content, the stuff, the substance of re-
ligious goings-on that concerns us.
Most agree that government-written,
state-prescribed, school-sponsored
prayers are not worth much. They
probably shouldn’t even be called
prayer. Justice Antonin Scalia’s sug-
gestion that we have “non-sectarian
prayer” is patently silly. If it’s non-

sectarian, it’s secular and not prayer

at all.

It’s also the setting, the schedul-
ing, the permission for prayer that
presents a problem. If the state has
the power to permit religious exercis-
es, it can also prevent them. Neither

the nght kind of constitutional prayer
amendment have done so because
they have lost confidence in the na-

.tion’s court system as being able or

willing to protect students’ free exer-
cise rights without such an amend-
ment.

‘When one surveys this issue’s dis-

mal history over the past three de-

cades, it is not difficult to see why .

large numbers of people no longer
trust the courts. As early as 1963,
some of the Supreme Court justices
expressed concern that the state neu-
trality which they felt was necessary
in the nation’s public schools was
subject to misinterpretation and
abuse.

Concerning the 1963 Schempp
decision which ruled officially spon-
sored Bible readings as unconstitu-
tional, Justice' Arthur Goldberg
warned, “Untutored devotion to the
concept of neutrality can lead to re-
sults which partake not simply of that
non-interference and non-involve-

ment with the religious which the .

Constitution commands, but of a
brooding and pervasive devotion to
the secular and a passive, or even ac-
tive, hostility to the religious. Such
results are not only not compelled by
the Constitution, but it seems to me,
are prohibited by it.”

Justice Pot-
ter Stuart, dis-
senting to both
the 1962 and
1963 decisions,
declared that

what the Court had accomplished in
its decision was not “the realization -
of state neutrality, but rather an es-
tablishment of a religion of secular—
ism.”

Unfortunately, Goldberg’s con-
cerns and Stuart’s pessimism have
proved to be prophetic. With breath-
taking rapidity, subsequent judicial
decisions,: coupled with widespread
administrative misinterpretation by
public school officials, produced the
“brooding and pervasive devotion to
the secular and ... hostility to the reli-
gious” which Goldberg had warned
against. The past three decades have
produced an aggressive secularizing
neutrality which has been hostile to,
and has discriminated against, the re-
ligious free exercise of students.

Most Americans agree that this
secularizing of American society has
gone too far.

Three years ago, in a cover story
titled “One Nation Under God: Has
the Separation of Church and State
Gone too FAR?” Time magazine
concluded: “For God to be kept out
of the classroom or out of America’s
public debate by nervous school ad-
ministrators or over-cautious politi-
cians serves no one’s interest. That
restriction prevents people from
drawing on the country’s rich and di-
verse religious heritage for guidance,
and it degrades the nation’s moral
discourse by placing a whole realm
of theological reasoning out of
bounds. The price of that sort of
[ See Should Congress ..., page 14

prevention nor
permission is
government
business.

Any “prayer law” would govern-
mentalize God. The arrogance and
effrontery of intrusion on religion by
any public institution has always
troubled Baptists. John Leland, a
Baptist preacher of the 18th century,
said, “Experience has informed us
that the fondness of magistrates to
foster Christianity has done it more
harm than all the persecutions ever
did.” Hey! Isn’t a big catch phrase for
1995 “get government off our back”?

Any “prayer law” would politi-
cize piety.

Religious experience is not up for
majority vote. As Joe Loconte of The
Heritage Foundation says, “When it
comes to matters of faith, the majori-
tarian impulse ignores the lessons. of
church history.” We Baptists, now in
the majority in many places, need to
remember our own past. No, we
would not be too happy with majori-
tarian religion in Buddhist Hawaii,
Mormon Utah or the Black Muslim
South Bronx.

Any “prayer law” would trivialize
theology. Throughout history, when
nations have presumed to pass on or
prohibit religious beliefs and practic-
es, they have looked ludicrous. How
utterly silly to set the U.S. Supreme
Court, in its role of interpreting the
Constitution, above the Spirit of
God. The best thing government can
do for religion is leave it alone.

God cannot be carted in and out
of public institutions. For govern-

ment at any level to assume that it
can open and close the door to God
diminishes prayer and demeans God.
It suggests a low view of prayer.

It is true, of course, that in many
ways there are those who would sec-
ularize the sacred or, worse, sanctify
the secular. Some school boards are
attempting to governmentalize God
for disciplinary purposes or to use re-
ligion for social causes.

Some superintendents would es-
cape tough decisions if they could by
leaving constitutional rights up for
majority vote. There are even some
school board lawyers who, out of
fear, insecurity or failure to keep up
with the law, are entirely too quick
on the trigger warning against any
hint of religion as a violation of
church-state separation.

Is the answer an amendment to
the Constitution?

No way!

We must educate the educators,
attend to the attorneys and watch
closely the school boards. We must
insist upon allowing equal access,
permitting release time and assuring
individual religious rights. We must -
clamor for character education, de-
mand teaching about religion and see
to it that all religious holidays are
treated fairly. But we do not need to
tinker with the Constitution in order
to expect public servants to obey the -
law.

1 Unfaithful.

It is not true to the American way
of church-state relations to try to give
any advantage to prevailing religious
0 See Should Congress ..., page 14



| Laywoman
found ministry
in apartments

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—No one
ever told Barbara Oden she
could be a missionary as a lay-
person.

She had sensed God’s call to
become involved in ministry,
but was told she needed a

whole list of qualifications -

first—including a seminary ed-
ucation.

So she tried to dismiss her
aspirations for ministry.

“But the gnawing didn’t go
away,” she said. Then she
heard about Mission Service
Corps, a Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board program
in which volunteers raise their
own support to serve in a vari-
ety of mission settings.

Oden-shared her story dur-
ing a multi-housing conference
in Louisville Feb. 20-22, de-
scribing how she began minis-
tering to people in apartment
communities in Houston.

Oden, a single parent with
two teenagers at the time, man-
aged to raise her own missions
support.

The family moved to
Springbrook, an apartment
complex with 510 families, to
begin a ministry.

“I was trained to do all kinds
of church programs ... but they
didn’t work at Springbrook,”
she said. “Then God said,
‘Why don’t you ask them what
they want to do.””

As a result, Oden started
craft classes, English as a Sec-
ond Language classes, chil-
dren’s clubs and tutoring ses-
sions.

Before long, a Bible study
developed. Residents who at-
tended eventually requested -a
church.

Within one year, 152 people
had made professions of faith
in Jesus Christ through that
apartment ministry.

“Why doesn’t anyone ever
tell us we can be ministers
where we are?” Oden won-
dered. “Each of us has a world
out there. I challenge you to get
involved with secular people.”

In 1990, Oden was hired by
the local Baptist association to
repeat the process throughout
the Housten area. “There were
102 apartment communities
waiting for a church when I
left,” she said.

She now lives in New York
City, where her task is even
bigger than the Houston chal-
lenge. She’s trying to discover
new ways to implement minis-
tries among multi-housing
dwellers in the nation’s largest

city.

Mobile home ministry serves unchurched

By Pat Cole
Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE—Johnny  was
strutting down Pork Chop Hill with
two pit bulldogs on a leash when
Claud Healan saw him for the first
time.,

Johnny was a drug dealer in the
Auburn Mobile Home Park in Au-
burn, Ga. He
was known to .
sick his dogs on
customers who
did not pay. [ |

Healan, di-
rector of mis-
sions for Mul-
berry Baptist Association, and Johnny
barely made eye contact with each
other that day five years ago on Pork
Chop Hill. Yet the association’s min-
istry in the mobile home park would
profoundly affect Johnny’s life.

One day Johnny called Healen and
asked to be assistant coach of the
baskeball team the association’s min-
istry had started in the park. Healan
consented and Johnny “built one of
the finest baskeball teams you’ ve ever
seen,” he said.

After about six months, Johnny
made a profession of faith in Jesus
Christ and became a leader in the
Auburn Mobile Home Park Chapel.
He eventually left the park and moved
to another city but has remained true
to the commitment of faith he made
in the mobile home park chapel,
Healan said.

Johnny is one of about 200 people

the chapel has

. baptized in

the past six

years. The

chapel was

one of three

mobile home

MINISTRYU community
. ministries

sponsored by Mulberry Association.

Healan shared the story of the as-
sociation’s mobile home ministry at a
conference on multi-housing ministry
held recently at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and co-spon-
sored by the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention.

People who live in mobile home
communities frequently are “like an
island in the middle of the sea,”
Healan said. “The world outside is

Perkins urges missions role

- By Marv Knox

Editor

LOUISVILLE—Congregations
must accept their role in missions if
Baptists are going to reach the nation
for Christ, a Kentucky missions strat-
egist told participants in a conference
on multi-housing ministry.

“We need to put ownership of mis-
sions back into the church,” said Stu-
art Perkins, minister of missions at
Florence Baptist Church in Florence.

And the best way to do that is
through the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s “Key Church Strategy,” he
said.

The Key Church program creates
cooperative relationships between
churches, associations, state conven-
tions and the SBC Home Mission
Board to team up for ministry, he said.
The strategy places evangelism, min-
istry and church starting as top priori-
ties in the participants’ efforts.

“The issue of priority is para-
mount,” said Perkins, who was mis-
sions minister at Gambrell Street Bap-
tist Church in Fort Worth, Texas, be-
fore moving to Florence last year.

Hough calls Kentucky to mission vision

Continued from page 1

tend and will not attend our church-
es,” he declared. “The answer to this
challenge is to start work—and
stay—where multi-housing dwellers
live.”

Churches often are reluctant to di-
vert resources from existing minis-
tries to invest in a venture where suc-
cess is not readily visible, Hough ob-
served. “If we spend our resources
planting the church elsewhere, we
may not see new buildings, bigger
budgets or more baptisms for our
records,” he said.

Attempts to start new works to
reach multi-housing residents fre-

Both congregations are “key” church-
€s.

The priorities provide a beacon to
“key” churches, helping them chan-
nel their efforts constructively and ef-
ficiently, he explained.

“This invigorates the key church,”
he added. “If you get momentum,
people are attracted to momentum,”
and the impetus to reach people for
Christ and start new churches multi-
plies.

Churches can apply to participate
in the Key Church program by com-
pleting a form available in the associ-
ational office. Perkins listed qualifica-
tions of a “key” church:

I Long-term commitment to hold
missions as a top priority.

I Make the missions priority equal
to the education and music priorities.

8§ Form a missions development
council.

I Elect a missions minister or
church director of missions.

0 Begin and maintain at least one
mission congregation and one com-
munity ministry each year.

I Maintain a 1-to-8 ratio of bap-
tisms to Bible study attendance.

quently are fraught with frustration,
Hough admitted. “But our Savior
called us to extend the church, to cross
barriers, to reach new people to serve
the lost. .

Hough offered six suggestions for
congregations wanting to reach multl—
housing residents.

0 Reassess frustration. Those frus-
trated in their faith and ministry may
be being redirected by God into
church extension. Divine call can be
to a foreign nation or to an apartment
complex across the street.

i Proclaim the gospel in a variety
of methods. The message should in-
clude praise of Christ and concern for

frightening to them. They’ve been
hurt so many times.”

However, Healan emphasized
there are different types of mobile
home communities. Some people are
driven to run-down mobile home
parks out of economic necessity, he
said. But on the other end of the spec-
trum are middle-class families who
choose to live in upscale mobile home
communities with club houses, swim-
ming pools and well-manicured
grounds.

Ministries in mobile home parks
must be geared to the needs of the
particular communities, he said. For
instance, he noted that food pantries,
clothes closets and tutoring services
are needed in lower-income commu-
nities. Yet he added that more afflu-
ent mobile home communities have
limited or no need for such ministries.

Healan said starting and maintain-
ing ministries in mobile home com-
munities can be both rewarding and
discouraging. “You cannot measure
mobile home ministry by the same
standard you measure other church
ministries,” he said, adding that mo-
bile home ministry takes prayer, vi-
sion and commitment. ‘ ' .

. "There is nothing magic about apartments or mobl
. home parks, said Burgin, director of Mission Arlington i n
_ Arlington, Texas. “This is where the peopie are, and God has.
_Opened up a way for us to be there.” '

. Burgin, who leads a multi-housing mmnstry that mcludes

- elght mission-type churches and 122 preaching points,

. addressed a recent conference on muiti-housing minisiry.

. The event was sponsored by the Kentucky: Baptnst Conventlon
- and Southern Baptist Theologtcal Seminary. » .
Ona recent Sunday, more than 3,500 people attended

people, he said.

§ Minister to a variety of people.
Do not assume that people who live
in the same apartment complex or
mobile home park are all alike.

0 Cultivate indigenous leaders. Af-
ter the lost are won, they must be al-
lowed to “grow into faith and Chris-
tian life as the Spirit leads,” he said.

il Stress ministries that focus on the
needs of people without Christ, not on
church culture. Be careful not to con-
fuse church traditions as “true Chris-
tianity,” Hough warned, noting min-
istries must fit the schedules, culture
and musical tastes of the people being
reached.
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Evangelism Conference highlights hope in Jesus

only from Christ, participants in the
Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Con-
ference were told throughout the Feb.

LOUISVILLE—True hope con%s

27-28 meeting at Walnut Street Bap-

tist Church in Louisville. /
“Celebrate Hope-was the theme

for the annual conference. It attracted -

an estimated 1,200-1,500 partici-
pants, said Bill Jaggers, the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s evangelism di-
rector and conference organizer. |
The theme reflected the “Here’s
Hope. Share Jesus Now” simulta-
neous evange-

lism campaign

“Last year, more than 500 of current]yp u%l-
the 2,300 churches in the derway across
Kentucky Baptist Convention g‘e Sepfn
X % _Baptist Con-

reported no baptisms. vention. The

Bill Jaggers campaign en-

courages
Southern Bap-
tists to share their Christian faith 60
times in 60 days.

Evangelism Conference speakers -

exhorted Kentucky Baptists to “cele-
brate hope” wherever they go and
whatever they do—in the church and
the marketplace, in personal evange-
lism, in exalting Christ and through
worship.

The speakers illustrated the theme
in a variety of ways: '

# The Apostle Paul’s instruction to
“be imitators of me, as I am of Christ”

seems like a bold, audacious state-

ment to make, noted Thom Rainer,
dean of the Billy Graham School and

. associate professor of evangelism at

Southern Baptist Theological Semi-

nary.
Yet the scriptural record of Paul’s

life and ministry provides an out-
standing model for church leaders in-
terested in renewing the church, Rain-
er said. ‘

The apostle was a soul-winner,
and church leaders today must share
their faith if they expect laypeople to,
he said. Paul also believed in prayer
and helped newer, younger Christians
grow in their faith, he added. ,

“Be a soul-winner, a discipler and
a prayer warrior,” Rainer concluded.
“Then and only then will Christ renew
his church.”

§ Paul edified the church by pre-
paring Christians to be like Jesus. His
chief objective was to present every
person perfect—mature in Christ
Jesus, said Roy Fish, professor of
evangelism at Southwestern Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas.

“Our responsibility is to give good
news, not just to give good advice,”
Fish said. “Christ is the message to
proclaim.

“Jesus is the message both to the
lost and to the saved,” he continued.
“Teaching believers is just as manda-
tory as evangelizing the lost.”

Jesus demonstrated authentic per-
sonal evangelism through his encoun-
ter with the Samaritan woman at the
well, Fish said during another presen-
tation.

Racial, social, moral and physical
barriers could have stalled such an
encounter. Yet Jesus chose to travel
through Samaria and make himself
available to offer hope to the woman.

Jesus’ priorities were people—
particularly their spiritual needs, Fish
said. And Jesus emphasized one-on-
one witnessing and strategy, he add-
ed.

 “The challenge of the church is

‘to be so much the body of Christ that

when the world looks at us, they don’t
see anything but Jesus,” said Ken
Carter, associate vice president for
evangelism at the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board in Atlanta.

The early Christians were identi-
fied as Christians because their con-
version to Christ was obvious, be-
cause they acted like Jesus did and
because of their level of commitment,
he said.

Unfortunately, some churches to-
day get sidetracked when they substi-
tute community righteousness for
God’s righteousness; when they sub-
stitute church work for the work of the
church and when they substitute be-
ing good for not being bad, Carter
warned.

I Kentucky Baptists follow: the
Southern Baptist Convention pattern
of a 20-year decline in youth bap-
tisms, warned Monty Carter, associ-
ate director of the KBC evangelism
office.

Although the youth population
dropped 17 percent during the last
two decades, youth baptisms have
dropped 46 percent, Carter reported.
To help change this pattern, he said,
laypeople must share their faith with
youth in their churches and commu-
nities. ‘

Carter suggested a variety of tools
for reaching young people, such as
Disciple Youth, Kentucky Changers
and Youthfest, the Kentucky youth
evangelism conference.

“However, all these tools are
worthless unless leaders are commit-
ted to offering their full support,”
Carter said. ?

I Two problems keep Christians
from sharing hope today, said John
Sullivan, executive secretary-treasur-
er of the Florida Baptist Convention.

“We have bought into the idea that
religion is personal and should not be
shared,” he said. “And we are losing
the wonder of it all, that Jesus is in
our midst.”

Sullivan further exhorted Baptists
to see the multitudes of the world’s
non-Christians as Jesus saw them.
Jesus “was tied in-knots inside be-
cause he knew the cost of being lost,”
Sullivan said.

Jesus also knew the cost of re-
demption, Sullivan stressed. Chris-
tians must count the cost of sharing
the faith and pray that God would
“expand us to the parameters of pos-
sibilities we’ve never known before.”

0 Christians have no choice but ul-
timately to share Jesus with the world
around them, declared Lincoln Bing-
ham, the KBC’s consultant for coop-
erative ministries with African-Amer-
ican Baptists and pastor of St. Paul
Baptist Church in Louisville.

“God did not give us a ‘sugges-
tion,”” Bingham said of the Great
Commission. “He commanded us to
evangelize and congregationalize the
whole world.”

That’s because Christians have
what the world needs, he added: “The
answer to the insatiable desire within
us is Jesus Christ. He is the solution
to our problems.”

Ultimately, Christ will provide
hope to a hurting world, Bingham
promised.

Written by Western Recorder staff
members Melanie Childers, Marv Knox
and Joyce Sweeney Martin

Every Christian should fish for souls, pro fisherman says

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Terry Chupp has
made a living fishing for bass, but he
lives to hook sinners with the gospel

and reel them in from the stormy seas
of life.

And every Christian ought to be as

good at angling for souls as Chupp is
at catching

bass, he told

“Every fish I catch in a fishing
. tournament, I turn loose; but
every ‘fish’ I catch for Christ is

participants at
the Kentucky
Baptist Evan-
gelism Con-

for etermty.” ference last
Terry Chupp week.

Chupp, a

member of the

Pro Bassmaster ﬁshing circuit, also is

 chaplain of the organization and an

ordained vocational evangelist from
Lilburn, Ga.

“God called me as an evangelist,
but I happen to be a fisherman,”
Chupp explained during a dialogue
session on “marketplace evangelism.”

“Minister” and “soul-winner”
ought to be the calling and identity for
every Christian, no matter what other
identity a person has, he insisted.
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“Use your gifts and abilities” to

“build relationships and find opportu-

nities to tell others about God’s love
for them, he urged. “You can be a
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ in a
bass boat, at school or on a truck as-
sembly line.

“To be a minister of the Lord Jesus
Christ, all you’ve got to do is three
things—love lost people, stand on the
word of God and obey Jesus.”

Chupp sometimes uses his fishing
expertise, high-tech boat, colorful
caps and the aura of the Pro Bassmas-
ter circuit to lure people into a friend-
ly conversation. He’s a wiry, outgo-
ing former building contractor who
never met a stranger. At seminars,
trade shows, fishing tournaments and
highway coffee shops, people seem to
gravitate to a guy who might know
how to teach them to catch a bigger
bass.

But Chupp inevitably has another
catch on his mind. ;

“You look like an honest person.
Are you honest?” he asks someone he
just met.

Usually the answer is positive.

“Well, then, please give me an
honest answer to-an honest question:
If you died right now, do you know

for certain you would go to heaven?”

If the answer is “no,” he sets his
gospel hook and gets to work. And
time after time, his labors result in
another soul pulled up on the banks
of eternity. :

He recounted story after story of
people eager to hear how Jesus loves
them and wants to change them—a
burly football coach, a busy waitress,
a gangly teenager.

Chupp acknowledged many
Christians fear casting their gospel
line into the worldly sea, but he in-
sisted those fears are unfounded.

“You’re not going to face people
on your own strength,” he explained.
“Jesus, who died for you, is going to
be there with you.

“A problem we’ ve got today is we
fear we’re going to offend people if
we tell them about the Lord. But
we’ll break the heart of God if we
don’t.”

Based on his own experience,
Chupp predicted fewer than one per-
son in 20 will rebuff an opportunity
to talk about salvation. People natu-
rally respond to someone who’s con-
cerned about them and their ultimate
destiny, he said.

Unfortunately, many Baptists

leave their spiritual rods and reels
stored away, never to fish for souls,
Chupp lamented.

Part of the reason is because lay-
people haven’t seen good examples
of Christian witnessing, he said, urg-
ing clergy to set the pace.

“Pastors, they’re not going to fol-
low you where you’re not going,” he
warned. “This (leading church mem-
bers to witness) is where you have so
much opportunity and an awesome
responsibility. Your job is not to win
all the world to Christ, but to ‘equip
the saints’ to win the world.”

Baptist churches would be revo-
lutionized and countless people
would become Christians if pastors
would follow a simple pattern,
Chupp promised.

“Begin with prayer,” he said. “Get
on your knees and tearfully pray to
become a soul-winner.

“Then find one other person and
commit fime to train that person to
become a soul winner. And after a
month, each of you train another per-
son to be a soul-winner, and multiply
your ministry. ;

“I promise you you’ll see things
happen you never dreamed could
happen.” '



God wants to he a friend, women told

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—The Lord has
called all people into relationship with
him, and he can be the best friend a
person ever will have, Esther Bur-
roughs claimed during a women’s
luncheon in Louisville Feb. 28.

Burroughs serves on the evange-
lism staff at the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board. She was the
featured speaker for “Share Hope,” a
special event for women at the Hurst-
bourne Conference Center.

The event, sponsored by the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention evangelism
office, drew more than 900 women
for the luncheon, music, speakers and
seminars.

Describing personal and family

. life experiences, Burroughs explained
how Christ has loved her and cultivat-
ed a relationship with her through
good times and bad.

Burroughs emphasized that Jesus’
relationship with each Christian is a
delight to him, and that the Lord has

' Remember what -lt’

By Joyce Sweeney Mamn
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Christians just
_ don’t *‘get it,” John Kramp believes.

Trapped in a religious insider’s per-
spective, they don’t connect with
non-Christians around them.
- And because they don’t connect,
their efforts to share their faith often
end up in obnoxious, in-your-face
confrontations, according to Kramp,

a staff member of the Southern Bap-

tist Sunday School Board.

~ But Kramp described a way out
- of that trap for participants in a a chur
‘lunchtime dialogue session during  He gre:

_the Kentucky Baptlst Evangehsm

promised to counsel Christians with
his eye on them.

“Imagine a God who throughout
eternity ... knows exactly what I’'m
going through,” she said.

‘Sometimes Christians feel like
asking God, “Do you know where I

> Burroughs said. “Yes, I know
wherc you are,” is God’s response,
she said.

Burroughs challenged women to
“give others the hope of a relationship
with a best friend ever for eternity.”

Also during the event, Ann Carter,
an author, nurse and teacher from
Frankfort, shared the source for her
hope. Her husband, Bill, is pastor of
Memorial Baptist Church in Frank-
fort; their son, Monty, is an evange-
lism associate for the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention.

‘Carter remembers vividly the day
Ms. Yunt knocked on the door of her
home and invited her and her siblings
to attend Sunday school.

“It was a cold March Saturday in
1943,” she recalled. “The war was
raging My father was bedridden.”

. “IP’stime we got 1t
i-es and mto thelr shoes,’? he d
“clared.

- Most Chnstxans have an mmde—f‘
 the-family-of-God perspective, he
- said. They
~to be outside, and they have forgo
* ten how it feels to be lost, or wﬁh_

have forgotten what it

_outa relationship to Christ.

- Until Christians recover that.‘
..feehng, they will not reach today’ Sf‘—

‘_secular people, he said.

Kramp developed his approach

- to evangehsm during four : years as

up i as church_; nd
.was fully mdoctnna1ed in Bapnst':

Carter’s mother tried to refuse the
woman’s request, saying her children
barely had shoes to wear to school
and could not come to church.

Undaunted, Ms. Yunt responded:

“What is more important—your ch11-
dren’s shoes or their souls?”

Through Sunday school as a 7-
year-old, Carter said, she received a
Bible, learned Scripture verses and
realized church was a place where she
was loved and cared for. “Two years
later, I was baptized.”

" Growing up in a “severely dys-
functional family” with alcoholism
and other difficulties led Carter to
face difficulties of her own, she said:
perfectionism, the need to control,
and low self-esteem.

Since that time, she has worked to
overcome those problems. “I’m still
letting the Lord heal me spiritually,”
she acknowledged.

“We live in a wounded world But

wherever a Christian woman is
knocking on a door saying ‘I care
about your soul,” there is hope,” she
said.

assured Poﬁlandcrs, he found they - can

didn’t work. .
ol knew how to_ d ’

eral non-Christian men.”
More understanding came as he"
smpared these friends’ se

hysically lost. .
. He began to develop what he

Kentucklan says God brmgs good from bad

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—God can bring
good out of affliction, Steve Hardy
told an early bird crowd who gath-
ered prior to the 1995 Kentucky Bap-
tist Evangelism Conference last
week.

Hardy joined a group of six Ken-
tuckians who led worship in a spe-
cial session for vocational evange-
lists. g

“You may be afflicted; you may
be wondering if anything good is
ahead for you,” said Hardy, who
lives in Cadiz and is president of the
Conference of Kentucky Southern
Baptist Evangelists.

Pointing to Christ and Old Testa-
ment characters such as Moses, Job
and Jonah, Hardy insisted God does
indeed redeem affliction.

“Affliction works patience,” he
said. “You need to wait on God, be

patient, endure.”

Pointing to the temporary tribula-
tion and ultimate victory of Job, he
stressed, “God may be sending af-
fliction in your life to teach you pa-
tience.”

Another spiritual advantage of af-
fliction is that it turns rebellion into
obedience to God, Hardy added.

He cited Jonah, who ran from the
task God assigned him. Ultimately,
Jonah obeyed God and participated
in an unparalleled evangelism cam-
paign, he said.

And affliction also is the sign of
God’s continuing relationship, he
said. “It indicates God is not through
with you yet. God thinks about you
and has a plan for your life.”

That plan calls for all Christians
to reflect the holiness, glory and righ-
teousness of God; said Joe Mobley,
an evangelist from London.

Unfortunately, many Christians
do not follow that plan, Mobley said,

decrying the lack of godliness among
believers.

“You walk into any Kentucky
Baptist church today, and they’ll be
talking about Kentucky basketball,
tobacco prices or politics,” he said.
“But you talk about Jesus Christ, and
they’ll clear out.

“Why? Because they don’t want
to get with his holiness. ... It’s time
we get the God Almighty high and
lifted up.”

When that happens, Christians
will tell others that Jesus will meet
the needs of their lives, said Stevie
Reed, an evangelist from Symsonia.

Jesus will satisfy needs, sustain
people through trials, secure their re-
lationship with him and save them
for eternity, he promised.

The session also featured music
leadership by three vocational music
evangelists, Dana Davidson of Lex-
ington, Ron Wilburn of Lexington
and Cynthia Winfree of Louisville.

of lostalogy in his
. of Themr »Face and Into Thei

Fora long while, Kramp was |
omfortable with his secular
church field. ‘Then “the light came

_on as I got to know personally sev-‘ ) wor]dv1ews

: ."rfor _._ommnmcatmg the gospel in"
od to the exper;encc of bel i

'for salvanon

Here's Hope
TODAY="

“You don’t have to get dressed up or wait for
Sunday to meet Jesus.”

——.
.
-—— ®
]

R

Esther Burroughs

“God has called us into relationship, and we
confuse it for activity.”

Esther Burroughs

“We live in a wounded world. But wherever a
Christian woman is knocking on a door
saying, ‘I care about your soul,’ there is

hope 9

Ann Carter

g: C
of non-Chnstna

around them :

IS can understand he sai

“Most Christians have forgotten what it is to
be lost.”

John Kramp

“We must do something about the
brokenness inside our congregations if we

are going to address the lostness outside.”
John Sullivan

“I love to get Baptists to fussing. I already

have a reservation for the SBC in Atlanta.” ' \
The devil (aka James Blevins)
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Look for common ground in schools, attorney says

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—It’s time
for reasonable people to find common
ground on the relation between reli-
gion and public schools, according to
Oliver “Buzz” Thomas, a prominent
Baptist attorney on First Amendment
issues.

Thomas, a consultant with the
Freedom Forum First Amendment
Center and legal counsel for the Na-
tional Council of Churches, spoke in
a small-group session during the
“Family Works” conference spon-
sored by the Baptist Center for Ethics
Feb. 27-28.

Thomas said he is tired of hearing
accusations thrown from both ex-
tremes in the battle over religion and
public schools.

“It’s time to say no to extremists
on both sides,” he declared. “It’s time
to say no to the theocrats on the right
who would use schools as an evange-
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listic tool of their church. ... It’s time
to say no to the far left, the religion
police, who run around the public
schools looking for any reference to
God so they can file a lawsuit.”

Those on the left need to under-
stand “it’s not against the law to be
religious in public schools,” he said.
And those on the right need to appre-
ciate the First Amendment rights of
people who are not Christian, he add-
cd e

“We’ve not done an adequate job
of putting religion in perspective in
public schools,” Thomas said.
“We’ve over-reacted to Supreme
Court rulings ... and chased all reli-
gion out.”

Students can pray in school, hold
Bible studies and study about religion
in the curriculum, he said. But the cur-
rent climate has caused some teach-
ers and administrators to censure le-

gal activities just because they are re-
ligious, he added.

At the same time, some overzeal-
ous Christians have created more
problems by trying to .take advantage
of their majority status in a communi-
ty or failing to respect the rights of
others, Thomas said.

Despite the appearance that Amer-
icans are poles apart on issues of reli-

_ gion and the public schools, common

ground can be found—and must be
found, he asserted.

“What’s at stake is the future of
our nation,” he said. “We must be cit-
izens—people who take responsibili-
ty for one another.”

Thomas served as legal editor for
a new guidebook designed to help

parents and school administrators

constructively handle these difficult
issues. The book, called “Finding

Common Ground,” is published by .

the Freedom Forum First Amend-
ment Center of Vanderbilt University
in Nashville.

The book’s editor is Charles
Haynes, whom Thomas said has been
embraced equally by people on the
right and the left. Thomas said the
book has been well-received in Cali-
fornia schools and currently is being
introduced in Tennessee schools.

“Topics covered include religious _

liberty in American life, Supreme
Court decisions on religion and pub-
lic education, religion in curriculum,
teaching about religion, religious hol-
idays in public schools, religious ex-
pression in public schools, character
education in public schools and more.

Copies of the book may be ordered
from the Freedom Forum by writing
to 1207 18th Ave. South, Nashville,
Tenn. 37212 or calling (615) 321-
0588.

Court hears religious subsidies arguments

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court is expected to
decide by summer whether it will per-
mit, for the first time, direct govern-
ment subsidies for religious activities.

The court heard arguments March
1 in a dispute over the University of
Virginia’s policy of denying student
activity funds for religious organiza-
tions and activities.

Ronald Rosenberger and other stu-
dents challenged the policy in 1991
after the university refused their ap-
plication for $5,862 to print Wide
Awake, a Christian-perspective pub-
lication.

The university’s $14-per-student
activity fee is used to support a vari-
ety of student organizations and pub-
lications. School policy bars the use
of student activities funds for frater-
nities, sororities and political and reli-
gious organizations and activities.

A federal appeals court agreed that
the university’s policy discriminated
against religious speech but held the
policy was justified by the state
school’s need to comply with the First
Amendment requirement of church-
state separation.

Michael McConnell, a University
of Chicago Law School professor and
attorney for Rosenberger, told the

Supreme Court the case is about equal -

access. The university unconstitution-
ally discriminates against religious

_ speakers, he said.

Representing the school, Universi-
ty of Virginia Law School professor

John Jeffries insisted the case is not
about religion but about setting prior-
ities in distributing limited funds.

“In our country, religious speakers:

and people with religious points of
view have the same free-speech rights
as anyone else,” McConnell told re-
porters after the arguments. “When
the government gives . money to some
but not to others, that is a denial of
free speech rights.”

Jeffries insisted Wide Awake was
denied funds “because it is a religious
activity, not because of its religious
views.” 1

Jeffries emphasized that all
groups, including proselytizing reli-
gious groups, are given free access to
campus classrooms, computers and
facilities. “We do everything we can
for Wide Awake and all other groups
except pay for their activities,” he
said.

During arguments, Justice Anto-
nin Scalia asked whether it was a
“major step” between providing a
room and providing money to-rent a
room. “Is that the step off the cliff?”

Jeffries responded that “access to
a budget is a major step.”

He later told reporters later that
difference is “very great.” Because of
the surplus of classroom space after
hours, all student groups can be ac-
commodated, he said: But when a stu-
dent group requests money, “every
dollar you give one group is a dollar
you cannot give another group, and it
becomes essential to set priorities and

make judgments.”

U.S. religious groups have sided
with both parties in the dispute.

The Christian Legal Society, in a
brief on behalf of itself, the National
Association of Evangelicals, the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission, the Family Research Coun-
cil and the Home School Legal De-
fense Association, argued that the
university’s policy “discriminates
against religious speech.

“The First Amendment forbids
rather than requires discrimination
against citizens because of their reli-
gious views,” Steven McFarland of
the Christian Legal Society told re-
porters. “Nobody has a right to have
their views published with public
funds, but when government chooses
to subsidize private speech in the pub-
lic square, it cannot disqualify those
with a religious perspective.”

The Baptist Joint Committee,
joined by the National Council of
Churches of Christ, three Jewish or-
ganizations and others, filed a brief
arguing that the students were seek-
ing equal advancement, not merely
equal access.

“We applaud the fact that (the stu-
dents) take their religion seriously
enough to publish a magazine advo-
cating their beliefs,” BJC General
Counsel Brent Walker told reporters.
“But we strongly oppose the claim
that the state has the duty to pay for it.
In fact, we think the Constitution for-
bids it.”

FDA warned to go slow in approving RU-486

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Led by
two dozen members of Congress, an
anti-abortion public interest group has
urged the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to go slow in approving RU-
486—the so-called abortion pill—for
use by women seeking abortions.

At the same time, the Chicago- .

based group—Americans United for
Life—warned U.S. drug companies
“they’d better think again” before
seeking to market the abortion pill.
“Under federal law, the FDA can-
not approve a drug that has not passed
the test of safety and effectiveness,”
said Paige Cunningham, president of

Americans United for Life. “And
right now, there are too many unre-
solved questions about RU-486 that
jeopardize women’s health.”

Cunningham spoke at a Washing-
ton news conference, where the group
presented the FDA with a petition
signed by 25 members of Congress,
including such well-known abortion
foes as Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind., and
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J.

The pill—actually a two-drug
combination of RU-486 and the syn-
thetic hormone prostaglandin—has
been widely hailed by some abortion
rights activists as providing an alter-

native to surgical abortion that may be
less expensive and more private.
Developed by the French firm

- Roussel-Uclaf, RU-486 has been

used since 1988 in France, where it
accounts for about one in every three
abortions, according to the Reproduc-
tive Health Technologies Project.
RU-486 also has been approved for
use in Sweden and Great Britain.

Introduction of the abortion pill to
the United States has been fiercely
resisted by anti-abortion groups that
have threatened a consumer boycott
of any U.S. drug firm that manufac-
tures it.



Mohler calls homosexual ‘revisionism’ threat to church

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP).
Revising scriptural teaching to allow
toleration of homosexual lifestyles
poses “one of the clearest challenges
that the church of Jesus Christ has
faced in this generation or any gener-
ation,” Al Mohler said at a Christian
Life Commission seminar Feb. 28.

“The unambiguous teachings of
the Scripture on homosexuality are
now viewed as homophobic,”” Mohler
said at the CLC’s annual seminar,
held this year on the campus of South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C.

“Homosexual activists” have man-
aged to advance their agenda not only
in secular society but also in churches

through “subversion” of texts by “re- -

visionist biblical scholars,” said
Mohler, president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville.
Mohler said some scholars attempt
to explain away texts dealing with
homosexuality, such as the first chap-
ter of Romans in the New Testament
and the story of Sodom and Gomor-
rah in the Old Testament, by saying
they are meant to teach something
other than a prohibition of homosex-
uality. Other scholars take the oppo-
site tack of acknowledging the Bible

‘bans homosexual behavior but argu-
ing those passages should be ignored -

in the name of tolerance, he said.
Mohler challenged evangelical

Christians to stand firm against the .

revisionist assault. “If the church of
Jesus Christ is not the most powerful
counter-cultural force in the midst of
this culture, we are not true to the gos-
pel and we are not true to our Lord,”
he said. ,
Mohler read from Romans 1,
where the Apostle Paul pronounced
“the wrath of God” on homosexuals.
“If ever there is something missing in
our contemporary preaching, it is the
wrath of God,” Mohler said. “If we’re
not preaching a wrath of God, we’re
not preaching the authentic gospel.”
The wrath of God “magnifies” the
love of God, revealed “in the substi-

tutionary blood of our Lord Jesus

Christ,” Mohler said.

Mobhler said evangelicals often are
accused of having a “hang-up” about
homosexuality. “If the evangelical
church has a hang-up over homosex-
uality, so does Paul,” Mohler said. “It
leaps out of the text. It grabs us by the
throat. It will not let us look away.”

Homosexuality is “exhibit A of a
people who have corrupted the

knowledge of the one true God,”
Mohler said.

“It is important we realize with
homosexuality we are not dealing

with one sin among others,” he said. -

“It is as important as for a fire team
arriving on the scene to recognize
what fire spots are burning hottest.”

“While there are many sectors of
sin, the issue of homosexuality, as
Paul makes clear, is not an ancillary
issue. A people who accommodate
themselves to homosexuality is a peo-
ple who is perverting the knowledge
of God,” Mohler said.

“If we take the Apostle Paul seri-
ously, we cannot overemphasize the
sin of homosexuality,” he continued.
“It is biblically impossible to call sin
any more sinful than the Bible calls
homosexuality.”

Scripture portrays an obvious pat-
tern for sexual relationships, Mohler
said. “It’s not something a patriarchal
culture has imposed,” but “something
only a culture determined to pervert
the knowledge of God would ever
deny.”

Evangelical Christians should
“speak the truth plainly,” Mohler said,
and “not allow ourselves to be intim-
idated by being called intolerant. We

must be intolerant of sm as we speak
the gospel to sinners.”

However, Mohler also urged
“compassion” in ministry to homo-
sexuals, pointing out “the first act of
compassion is to tell the truth” that
homosexuals are “sinners.”

“He or she who has been in homo-
sexual acts is like all of us in the sins
that cling to us,” he said. “We have
only one righteousness to claim, the
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ
the son.”

Although Mohler’s speech was
delivered in another state, it elicited a
strong reaction after being reported in
the Louisville Courier-Journal.
Mohler’s comments were the topic of
local radio talk shows the next morn-
ing, as well as the topic of a Courier-
Journal editorial.

The newspaper said Mohler’s
comments illustrated “compassionate

_hate” and were designed to “debase

and inflame public dialogue” rather
than enhance dialogue.

“Far higher on the list (of modern
evils) than homosexuals, however,
are the persecution and violence bred
by intolerance of people of different
races, creeds, religions—and sexual
orientation,” the editorial declared.

CLGC seminar speakers describe cultural ‘war of worlds’

By Bob Alien
Associated Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP)—
Speakers described conflicts between
biblical Christianity and post-modern
culture as a “war of worlds” in a three-
day seminar sponsored by the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s Christian
Life Commission. :

The CLC held its 28th annual sem-
inar Feb. 27-March 1 on the campus
of Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.

Charles Colson, founder of Prison
Fellowship, said Western civiliza-
tion’s post-modern culture no longer
believes there is such a thing as abso-
lute truth.

“We have lost the battle for truth,”
Colson said in a keynote message.
However, Christians should not be
discouraged, he added.

. “There is a culture war that is a
battle for truth, for the heart and soul
of Western culture. Don’t give up.
Yeah, it’s going bad. It’s going
against us. But in every single human
heart there is a desperate yearning for
truth, and they’re only going to get it

from us,” Colson said.

SBC President Jim Henry sound-
ed a similar theme. He said the ulti-
mate weapon in the cultural struggle
is the gospel message.

“All of the things we’re fighting
in our cultural war will change when
people’s hearts and minds are
changed by Christ,” Henry said. “We
will reclaim the land when the cross
is raised again in this society.”

SBC Second Vice President Gary
Frost, an African-American pastor,
said racism hinders evangelism in
America’s cities. He urged the con-
vention to adopt a “declaration of re-
pentance” being promoted by a
group of urban directors of missions.

“If we can rejoice in our corpo-
rate successes, should we not also
repent for our corporate sins?” he
asked. “If we can celebrate our fore-
fathers’ love for Jesus and their love
for souls, should we not also lament
the fact that they rendered certain
human souls as inferior to their
own?”

Ben Mntchell CLC consultant for
biomedical ethics, defended the use
of “war” terminology in social dis-

course against critics who say it pro-
motes violence.

“If it’s not war, what is it?” he
asked. “We’re engaged in nothing
less than a war of the worlds, a battle
for the sanctity of human life.”

That sentiment was echoed by
James Merritt, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Snellville, Ga.

“The Christian Right is not a play-
ground, it’s a battlefield,” Merritt
said. “I submit tonight in this war of
the worlds the key battleground is the
mind.”

Movies, television and music are
purveyors of anti-Christian attitudes,
Merritt said.

“We consume more garbage than
any other nation in the world,” he de-
clared. “It is vital to this nation that

we recapture the fortress of the .

mind.”

Paige Patterson, premdent of
Southeastern Seminary, said war ac-
curately describes the struggle be-
tween Christianity and Western cul-
ture, but that situation is nothing
new.

“I am in fact somewhat disturbed
by the paranoia I sense in the church

of God about the culture war and dif-
fering beliefs,” Patterson said. “What
I want to suggest to you is things are
no different now than they’ve always
been.

“This is not time to despair. On
the contrary ... because it is that way,
it now offers us our greatest opportu-
nity,” Patterson said.

Land said a reporter asked him
about the “narrow perspective” of
speakers on the CLC program. “We
have a point of view and we’re not
ashamed of that,” he told the report-
er. “In fact, we’d be ashamed if we
didn’t.”

Asked if he felt the CLC had an
obligation to provide a balance of
viewpoints, Land responded, “We
are the balance to the secular media
and news of our culture.”

A local paper ran a story in ad-

“vance of the meeting noting the

meeting had changed its focus under
Land’s leadership the last six years.
“I must tell you I would have been
awfully disappointed if they hadn’t
noticed the difference,” Land said.
“This is not your father’s Christian
Life Commission.”

Colson: Christians shouldn’t lose hope amid culture wars

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (ABP)—
Christians should not lose hope, even
though they are losing a war for the
“heart and soul of western culture,”
Charles Colson said.

“We have lost the battle for truth,”
Colson said at an annual seminar
sponsored by the Christian Life Com-
mission of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. “We are losing the battle for
truth in the pews of America faster
than we are losing it in CBS and in
the homes of the cultural elite.”

Colson, founder of Prison Fellow-
ship, cited a recent study in which 62
percent of evangelicals said there is

no such thing as absolute truth, up 10
percent from three years earlier.
With the rise of post-modernism in
the last three decades, the idea that
“all ideas are relative” has become the
dominant ethos in America, he said.
Consequences of the “death of
truth in American life,” Colson said,
include intensified battles for reli-
gious freedom, including violence
aimed at abortion clinics, and epidem-
ic crime. Rising crime rates signal a
“moral collapse” in America that will
only worsen as more children of the
baby boom generation enter their
teens, the group most prone to com-

mit crimes, he added.

Studies show that people are so
afraid of crime they would be willing
to sacrifice rightslike protection from
unreasonable searches to make Amer-
ica’s streets. safer, Colson said.
“When crime becomes so great, peo-
ple simply say, ‘Take my liberties;
give me order,’ just exactly as the
German people said it in the 1930s
and welcomed Adolph Hitler, be-
cause it was a friendly fascism.”

Despite all causes for alarm, Col-
son said an “amazing thing” is hap-
pening in America.

“The polls are suddenly showing

that people are really concerned and
something isn’t right,” he said. “I
think they even know there isn’t a
political solution.”

Colson said polls indicate a “mor-
al yearning,” where people “‘are clam-
oring for some sort of spiritual an-
swers” to problems.

He urged churches to respond by
equipping members to go to neigh-
bors with a “cultural apologetic.”

“In today’s world where truth is in
retreat, we have to be able to defend
truth. The church exists not just for
the fellowship ... but to equip the laity
to live their faith in the world.”
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“If we take the
Apostle Paul
seriously, we
cannot
overemphasize the
sin of
homosexuality. It
is biblically
impossible to call
sin any more sinful
than the Bible calls

homosexuality.” -
Al Mohiler, president of
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

Asked if he felt the
CLC had an
obligation to
provide a balance
of viewpoints,
Executive Director
Richard Land
responded, “We
are the balance to
the secular media
and news of our
culture.”
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PEOPLE

“Two people
cannot raise
children. You need
others living out
those same
values—people
who model truth.”

Doug Ezell, pastoral
- counselor

Make home a priority to win

culture wars, counselor says

By Lonnie Wilkey
Tennessee Baptist & Reflector

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Creating

strong homes and building extended

families through churches are keys to
winning today’s cultural wars, ac-
cording to a Baptist pastoral counse-
lor.

“We need to
intentionally
work to make
home a priori-
ty, because cul-
ture will pull us to make
work a priority,” said Doug
Ezell, clinical director of the
Pastoral Counseling Center
at Mercy Baptist Medical
Center in New Orleans.

Ezell was a keynote
speaker at a “Family Works”
conference sponsored by the
Baptist Center for Ethics Feb. 27-28
at First Baptist Church of Knoxville,
Tenn.

Having strong homes will mean

working toward a Christian view of

the family, Ezell said.

Strong families will have spouses
who complement, not compete with
each other and who respect and honor
each other for the God-given qualities
they have, he said.

In doing that, he added, they will
have something they can pass on to
their children: the knowledge that mar-
riage requires both parents working

MIL b

together.

Ezell observed Americans today
live in a corporate society that advo-
cates power, control, success and con-
sumerism.

Such cultural factors eventually in-
filtrate the church and the family, he
said. _

In one sense, churches can
benefit from cultural fall-
out, Ezell said, because
of people’s unfulfilled
spiritual hunger. This
hunger is evidenced by
the rapid growth of
cults and religious
groups and Americans’
“deep yearning for spir-
itual depth and a con-
nection with God,” he
said.

Teaching morality in

the home is not enough, Ezell
said. “It has to be modeled and lived
out.” :
And that cannot be done alone, he
said. “Two people cannot raise chil-
dren. You need others living out those
same values—people who model
truth.”

Since corporate America has de-
stroyed the community and village
concept of the past, the church can
help recreate that sense of communi-
ty, he noted. “We need to build com-
munities of faith,” an extended fami-
ly of people who can be role models,

he said. -

FOR SALE: Solid oak church
pews: Fourteen 15°6" $150 each;
eight 9' & 10' $125 each; or all for
$2,700. Call (502) 538-6132 or (502)
538-3432. '

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Hopkinsville, accepting resumés for
full-time minister of youth and activi-
ties. Mail to FBC, 1400 S. Main St.,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Min-
ister of Youth and Activities Search
Committee.

FOR SALE: 1980 Ford bus, 48-
passenger, good condition, low mi-
lage, (502) 898-8754, pastor’s phone.

SEEKING: Interim or part-time
minister of youth. If interested, send
resumé to FBC, 200 S. Lincoln Blvd.,
Hodgenville, KY 42748-1414, or call
(502) 358-3910, or after 5 p.m. 358-
3746 or 737-4657.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

SEEKING: Youth minister, half
time, salary/no benefits. Send resumé
to Youth Search, Highland Baptist
Church, 1101 Cherokee Rd., Louis-
ville, KY 40204.

SEEKING: Young, growing SBC
church (30 miles south of Charlotte,
NC) is seeking a full-time minister of
music and worship. Send resumé to:

- Covenant Baptist Church, Music/

Worship Search Committee, P.O.
Box 578, Lancaster, SC 29721-0578.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

“Losing A Child”
Help for hurting parents

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Send $6.95 to:
Helpers in Ministries, P.0. Box 478,
Newburgh, IN 47629

Wik

(12- to 37-passenger)

Available in 20’ to 33’ Models

Church Buses
New & Used

(We take trade-ins)
Call Henry Headden
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
1(800) 370-6180
1(615) 371-6180

Sure sign of spring

In a few short weeks a sure sign
of spring will occur.

On the last Monday in March, a
group of women will gather at Glen
Dale Children’s Home for the first
Women’s Advisory Board meeting
of 1995. It was September when
they met last, in Somerset. Though
we have kept them informed
through the Children’s Messenger,
there is nothing like a
first-hand account of
how things are going.

They will hear a de-
tailed report on the work
‘at Glen Dale along with
some of the other pro-
grams. They meet three
times a year and at each
meeting focus on the
work of the host pro-
gram as well as key as-
pects of the rest of our
work.

tatives. In addition, they sponsor
needs, the Mile of Pennies, and are

extremely helpful in encouraging
churches to support the Thanksgiv-

the Spring Meadows Auxiliary and

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

KBHC. They help recruit church
and association child care represen-

and endorse our monthly list of

ing Offering.
This board and others such as

the Cornerstone Coun-
seling Advisory Com-
mittees play a unique
role for our ministry.
They provide us feed-
back about our work
and they are our cheer-
leaders.

Our staff and chil-
dren face tough prob-
lems every day. The
Women’s  Advisory
Board and the other

In June they will
meet at Spring Meadows. Their
third meeting place will be decided
later this year. The Women’s Ad-
visory Board has met at every place
we have a residential program,
even though it can be a long trek
for some to Mayfield or Somerset.

The Women’s Advisory Board
is a special group. They are elected
from each area of the state by
KBHC'’s board of directors. Their
purpose is to help us share with
churches and individuals in their
own areas about the work of

groups are there to tell
us, “keep on going.”
They remind us that there are 2,300
churches and more than 775,000
Baptists across Kentucky praying
for us and supporting our work.
The Wildcats, Cardinals and all
of the other athletic teams in Ken-
tucky have nothing on our cheer-
leaders. We feel charged up and
ready to go after each meeting.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.

A special birthday

By Charles W. Cox Jr.
President :
Baptist Healthcare Foundation

For most of us, birthdays are
times of fun and light-hearted cel-
ebration. My most recent birthday
was one I'll always remember for
some special and perhaps unusual
reasons.

Just three days be-
fore my birthday, I re-
ceived word that Paul
Parker, a dear friend
and longtime Baptist
Healthcare = System,
Baptist Healthcare Foundation and
Baptist Regional Medical Center
board member, had passed away.

Needless to say, my wife and I
were saddened by the news and
knew immediately that we would
attend the memorial service at First
Baptist Church of Corbin. So on
that bright February Saturday,

BAPTIST
HEALTHCARE

FOUNDATION

Margie and I joined Paul’s family
and many friends to honor and cel-
ebrate his life.

While sitting in the church dur-

‘ing the service, I was reminded

that Paul’s faithful life touched
countless numbers of people. Like
other Baptist Healthcare board
members, Paul willingly devoted
himself to many worthwhile caus-
es. His wisdom, patience and com-
passion drew others to him. He
was recognized as a source of
strength and encouragement.

After the service, Margie and I
lingered outside the church to talk
with others who had come to re-
member Paul. One friend called
me aside and said he hoped my
birthday would not be made sad by
Paul’s passing.

I really don’t see it that way.

It is true, I am saddened by the
loss of Paul Parker and will miss
him. However, I will al-
ways remember this
birthday as a very spe-
cial one. This particular
day was enriched by
having an opportunity
to join Paul’s family and friends to
remember a man whose life hon-
ored Christ and so many Christ-
centered causes.

Each of us who knew Paul
Parker has experienced a great
loss. Still the seeds he planted
through his Christian life and wit-
ness will reap a rich and lasting
harvest.

Any questions or comments con-
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion should be directed to Charles W.
Cox Jr., president of Baptist Healthcare
Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40207 (502) 896-5003.
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FAMILY

Morality and public policy both needed, official says

By Mark Wingﬁeld
News Director

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Public
policy can strengthen families only
when linked with moral commitment
by the people, a White House domes-
tic policy adviser said.

William Galston, White House
deputy assistant for domestic policy,
was a keynote speaker for “Family
Works,” a Feb. 27-28 conference
‘sponsored by the Baptist Center for
Ethics at First Baptist Church of
Knoxville, Tenn.

The American people have more
power to impact families than does
the federal government, Galston said.
“The only power government has in
many family matters is to stand for the
truth” and provide “acts of public wit-
ness,” he said.

" And government rule-making
alone will not create strong families,
he added. “Public policy has power
when linked to moral commitments.”

Galston said research has shown

three “crucial choices” made by

young adults strongly influence the
strength of families. Those choices
are to: .

0 Graduate from high school.

I Marry before having children.

§ Wait until an adult to have chil-
dren.

Only 8 percent
of children born
to people who
have met all
three of these in-
dicators live in poverty,
Galston said. But 79 percent
of children born to people
who haven’t met any of the
three criteria live in poverty.

Galston outlined seven
things government can do to
strengthen families through
public policy.

First, public policy can begin to
relieve the economic squeeze families
feel, he said. Men with high school
degrees but no college degrees have
experienced a 20 percent decline in
wages over the last 20 years, he said.
And men without high school degrees

have experienced a 30 percent decline
in wages, he added.
Second, public policy can attempt
o “relax tensions parents feel be-
tween work and family,”
said.

Galston

Economic decisions have
forced most two-parent
families to send both
husband and wife into
“the work force, he
said, thus weakening
support for families.
More should be done
to restructure a federal
tax system that is not
“friendly” to families,
he said.
Galston also cited
President  Clinton’s
signing of the Family Medi-
cal Leave Act as one example of gov-
ernment seeking to relieve the pres-
sure between families and work.
Third, public policy can address
the “epidemic of violence” in public
schools, he said.
Fourth, government can create a

‘Marriage requires work, counselor says

By Lonnie Wilkey
Tennessee Baptist & Reflector

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Entering
marriage with the idea you can do it
“just right” sets couples up for disap-
pointment, said Christian counselor
James Hightower.

Instead of blindly assuming every-
thing will be fine, couples should en-
ter marriage understanding “if we
keep working at it, we will have a bet-
ter chance of making it go,” said
Hightower, minister of pastoral care
and acting pastor at First Church of
Huntsville, Ala.

And couples should find help from
the church in working on their mar-
riages, Hightower said in a seminar on
“Seven Things that Can Go Wrong in
a Marriage” Feb. 27-28. He spoke as
part of the “Family Works” confer-
ence sponsored by the Baptist Center
for Ethics at First Baptist Church of
Knoxville, Tenn.

Hightower cited seven potential
problems couples face and must solve
for healthy marriages:

# Communication. There are two
basic problems in this area, he said.
The first is “speaking the truth in an
unloving way” and the second is
“saying what we think is the loving

Families urged

Continued from page 1
tive ... to do things that make a differ-
ence in the world.”

In addition to being a process, es-
tablishing family media standards
must be a relational process, he said.

“In most families, there can be no
media standards because the relation-
ships are not adequate to produce
godly standards,” Schultze said. “In
some Christian homes this takes a
sick form where parents try to dictate
a standard from top to bottom. That’s
not relational.” :

Parents must be willing to listen to
their children, understand the culture

_in which they live and submit them-

thing whether it is the truth or not.”

The first is the lesser of the two
problems, Hightower said, noting that
in the second case one spouse will
eventually get “a gut full” and that
will result in a “gargantuan explo-
sion.”

I “You’ve got to be different” syn-
drome. One of the hardest things to
do in a marriage is to let the partner
be who he or she is, Hightower said.
“A lot of destructive time is spent on
trying to change that person into who
we want them to be.”

I “I’'m not in love with you any-
more.” When couples marry, they let
their “ego boundaries” fall, Hightow-
er said. The boundaries begin to rise
again later in the marriage. And as a
result, one morning one of the couple
wakes up, look at the spouse and
wonders, “I can’t believe I married
you.”

“At that point real love begins,”
Hightower said, explaining that when
the ego boundaries go up, a person
decides whether he or she really can
love the mate. |

1 Responsxbllity for relationship.
In marriages, it’s hard to figure out
who is responsible for the relation-
ship, Hightower said. As a result, it is
easy to act like no one is, he said.

“One of the fundamental issues in
marriage is we all want to be free, but
who wants to be responsible?”

B Money. “I think in marriage
money is about one thing—power,”
Hightower said. “Who is in control?”

I Relatives. Couples must deal
with priorities in relationships, High-
tower said. In some cases, extended
family members make it difficult for
a new couple to live their own life.

B Sexual problems. Many times
sexual problems are related to one of
the six issues listed above, Hightower
observed. “When you start clearing
out the underbrush, the sexual prob-
lems clear up.’

An underlymg issue in marital
problems is that, especially after the
arrival of children, couples lose “play
time” when they can get away togeth-
er for dinner or a movie.

Thus one way churches could
strengthen ‘marriages is by providing
periodic “family night out” child-care
programs.

Hightower concluded that the core
issue of every marriage is one of “near
and far.”

“How near can we get without
swallowing each other up and how far
can we get without getting a di-
vorce?” he asked.

to develop media standards

selves to family standards as well,
Schultze said. -

When done properly, this can
build better relationships between
parents and children, he said, because
it fosters conversation and under-
standing.

For example, he told about his 12-
year-old son asking to see the movie
“Wayne’s World,” which was rated
PG-13. Although Schultze didn’t
think it was an especially worthwhile
movie to be seen, he agreed to go with
his son to the movie and they spent
time afterward evaluating it.

“We can use media to bring us to-
gether,” he said, explaining how

watching the movie “American Graf-
fiti” with his teenage children helped
them understand the culture in which
he grew up and opened dialogue on
their contemporary issues.

Even unwanted, negative media
exposures can provide opportunities
for teaching values, Schultze said. But
most parents miss these opportunities
out of embarassment or fear.

He cited a survey which found if
parents were watching a television

program with their children and sud--

denly encountered an objectionable
scene, only 11 percent would explain
to their children why they objected to
the scene.

welfare system that “strengthens fam-
ilies rather than undermining fami-
lies,” Galston said.

Fifth, public policy must address
the “epidemic” of teenage pregnancy,
Galston said. Programs proven to
work in this fight always include a
strong moral message, peer counsel-
ing and ways of getting the message
directly to children and teenagers, he
said.

Sixth, government should help re-
connect fathers with families, he sug-
gested. This may include proactive
measures, such as the National Fa-
therhood Initiative to be launched this
week, or reactive measures, such as
enforcing child support laws.

There is a $24 billion annual gap
between child support payments
owed and child support payments ac-
tually paid, Galston reported.

Finally, goverment has a limited
role to play in how television influ-
ences children and families, Galston
said. “People of faith could do more
to push this dialogue forward,” he
suggested

- eb 28 in Knoxville, Tenn.

with snmllar sttuattons H'lggms sald in mtroducmg hlS book ,

“Public policy has
power when linked
to moral

commitments.”
William Galston, White
House deputy assistant
for domestic policy

_Higgins spoke about his book “Turn nght A Chnstlan s

‘;:.:;;;Gwde for Making Better Decisions,” during a conference

_ sponsored by the Baptist Center for Ethics. The Nashvnlle— L

 based ethics agency published the book. ‘ .

~ Churches ought to do more to teach guidelines | for moral_
decision-making, said Higgins, pastor of Second Baptist '
Church in Little Rock, Ark. “We're trained for most things in

~ life except marriage, parenting and moral decision-making.”

The study book is designed for use in Sunday school

_ classes, retreats, youth groups or special-interest seminarsin

_churches. The content could be covered |n four or flve

,sesssons Higgins said..

~Inthe book, Higgins addresses obstaoles to decnsmn- .
: v;;makmg, such as refusing to ask for help or being paralyzed

ramework for moral decision-making.

: !

- The guide does not take a position on controvers aI mbral .
\ issues such as abortion but does address those issues as

by fear of making an lmperfect decision. (He also discusses
| how to use the Bible in decision-making, how to ask the right
| questions to make better decisions and iww to bUIld a J .

examples of how demsmn -making gmdellnes couldbe _ :

applied.
Box 22188, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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American adults are
divided in near-equal
proportion on whether
public schools have
improved, remained the
same or gotten worse in
the last five years. When
asked to evaluate public
schools, 37 percent of
Americans surveyed by
the Gallup Poll said
schools have gotten
worse, 33 percent said
schools have remained
about the same, and 26
percent said schools
have improved.
However, the percentage
of adults saying schiools
have gotten worse has
doubled since 1988,
when just 19 percent
gave that answer. Also,
the percentage of adults
with no opinion on this
question dropped from
15 percent in 1988 to
only 4 percent in 1994.
Source: Emerging
Trends, Princeton
Religion Research Center

Mountains to

the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CORBIN—Bethlehem Church
called Ken Pelfrey of Danville, Ill.,
as pastor.
B FORDSVILLE—Friendship
Church recently ordained Denton
Hawkins to the gospel ministry. He
was called as pastor to Panther Creek
Church.
B HAWESVILLE—Central: Church
called David Voyles as pastor.
Hawesville Church is offering a

college scholarship assistance pro-
gram. There will be no stipulation ac-
cording to.church affiliation. Call
(502) 927-8787 for information.
B LOUISVILLE—Buechel Park
Church called Steve Grayson as in-
terim minister of music.

" South Jefferson Church has named
Tom Bloxam pastoral care counselor.

Bloxom is a certified counselor with

a doctor of ministry degree and clini-
cal experience. -

B WESTPORT—Sulphur Fork As-
sociation elected Chris White, pastor
of Rolling Hills Mission in LaGrange,
as director of multi-housing ministry.
B WILLIAMSBURG—Pleasant Hill
Church called Charles Wright of
Campbellsville as pastor.

Goldbug Church called Lester
Cox as pastor. Cox previously was
pastor at Tannery Hollow Church.

Red Bird Church called Emby
Earls as pastor. He previously was
pastor at Mossy Gap Church.

Should Congress pass a school-prayer amendment?

Continued from page 6
quarantine, at a time of

and has been—far too
hlgh The courts need to find a better
balance between separation and ac-
commodation, and Americans need
to respect the new religious freedom
they would gain as a result” (Dec. 9,
1991). Multitudes of Americans, in-
cluding many Southern Baptists,
heartily agree.

We should insist on a prayer
amendment which accommodates
students’ free exercise of religious
expression while restraining the gov-
ernment from approving or sponsor-
ing one religious perspective over
another.

As we expel the tyranny of the
minority which stifled students’ reli-
gious free exercise in our public
schools, let us not replace it with a

moral dislocation, is— .

violate the students’ First Amend-
ment protections against an estab-
lishment of religion.

How do we accomplish this? I
believe we do it by accommodating
all students’ free exercise of their re-
ligious beliefs, while insisting on no
official sponsorship or favoritism of
any particular religious perspective.

A carefully crafted prayer amend-
ment would accomplish these goals
and would allow us to generalize
from the particular example of the
public schools to the society at large.
The best, fairest, most balanced un-
derstanding and application of the
First Amendment’s religion clauses
is to:

I Separate them into the “estab-
lishment” clause and the “free exer-
cise” clause.

B Insist that government not hon-
or one religion or no religion over
other religions.

‘I Demand that government under-
stand that the First Amendment was
intended to protect freedom for reli-
gion, not freedom from religion.

I Require that government adopt
an attitude of benevolent, accommo-
dating neutrality toward the “free ex-
ercise” religion rights of its citizens,
both student and non-student, recog-
nizing and protecting the citizens’

' rights to freely exercise their religious

convictions in the public arena.

If we fail to insist on such a gov-
ernmental and accompanying judi-
cial posture, we will be doomed to
pass on to our children a society
which creates a sterile, artificially
secular public square by segregating
religion from the nation’s public life.

And the saddest thing about such
a scenario is that it is utterly unnec-
essary and requires the ignorance and
indifference of people of faith to suc-
ceed.

tyranny of the majority which would
~ (ontinued from page 6
“o - sentiment. That’s ex-
 BWWP  actly one error in the
" European model our
forebears escaped.

Most Americans want laws to
have a neutral, secular purpose. If
law is religious in intent, either gen-
erally or specifically, the obvious
question is “whose religion?” We
also require a “hands-off” policy for
government. The state should neither
support nor suppress religion, neither
advance nor inhibit any faith, neither

promote nor prohibit any church. Fi-
nally, we reject official snoopers and
government supervision. We are
overwhelmingly wary of any entan-
glement of church and state.

It is also a sharp departure from
Baptist distinctives to turn to govern-
ment for guarantees that only God
can give. Our spiritual forebears Le-
land, Backus, Stillman and Manning,
each so pivotal in getting the First
Amendment, would spin in their
graves if they knew folks called
“Baptist” were willing to water it

down.

A certain faithlessness emerges
whenever free-church folk would use
the captive audiences of required
school attendance laws to create a
climate for coercion of the con-
sciences of children. We have always
expected religious expression to be
voluntary and personally meaning-
ful. Jesus said, “When thou prayest
enter into thy closet.”

No, thanks, we do not need a
school prayer amendment to the
Constitution.

Good ground Part Il

I stated last week that I want to 1ntroduce you
to some of our seniors. This is the story of anoth-
er student who will graduate in May.

This young person came to us three years ago.
This student also had some problems at home and
in school. We were told that this youth would lie

. about everything, was rebellious, belligerent and
had very few values. The parent felt this young
person was “‘out of control” and was abusive to

other family members. At one point in time, this
youth had run away from home and had stolen a

THIS IS
ONEIDA

car. The records showed there had
been a suspension from school on one
occasion for fighting. Academically,
this student was a disaster. There was
no interest in school and no real effort -
to do better.

One Sunday in 1992 this person
came to Oneida. Like most who come
to us that first day, the student had a
lot of anxiety and fear. This youth did
not-want to be here. A promise was
made to not be happy here. The parent
was somewhat desperate and wanted
very much for Oneida to be a “special

W.F. Underwood

this youth decided it wasn’t really so bad here af-
ter all.

At the end of the first year here, the report card
had eight “F’s” and nine “D’s.” This student
worked a few weeks that following summer on
the summer work program and went to summer
school. This young person began to be involved
in choir, cross country, basketball, softball, track,
drama, helped with the yearbook and also became
a hall monitor in the dorm. All of these activities
helped to improve character and self esteem.
Communication with home improved greatly af-
ter summer school.

Finally, things began to fall into
place. We did not see the anger and
hostility at the beginning of the second
year. There was much improvement in
grades and attitude.

At the end of the second year the
report card had these grades; one “D,”
eight “C’s,” nine “B’s” and six “A’s.”

I wish we could take credit for all
of this, but we were simply busy “sow-
ing the seed.” We did all we could to
water, till and keep the weeds to a min-
imum, The most important ingredient
was the desire of the “seed” to grow.

place” for this young person.

Like so many who come to us, the parent was
not able to pay the modest room, board and tu-
ition. As we do in every case when there is a le-
gitimate need, we made provision for this student
to be on a nearly full scholarship.

I would like to tell you that things were great
right from the very beginning, but that is not the
way this story goes. There was a lot of anger and
resentment about being here. As happens so many
times, the young person refused to do anything.
Students often think this refusal will hurt their
parents. It took this youth nearly a year to realize
the person who was being hurt most was him/her-
self (I prefer not to reveal gender). Little by little

“With the proper environment, a lot of
tender loving care and some good, fertile soil, a
great harvest can be expected.

As I have written before, we have our share of
failures. We are sensitive to failure just like any-
one else. Often, we have to step back in order to
see the whole picture. It is easy to spend so much
time “weeding” that we forget about the fruit that
will follow. ‘

I hope this story w1Il put a little something in
your “cup” as it did mine. Thanks for makmg this
story possible! .

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 ;

The spring semester at Clear
Creek includes chapel services led
by seniors.

On Feb. 14, Kristina Garris from
Ohio prepared a meaningful ser-
vice around the theme of love. The
monologue “Love Letters” used
humor to show the fragility of our
relationships and the security of
God’s love. The service blended
music and testimony.

Her solos reflected
faith and commitment:
“Come Into My Life,”
“Amazing Grace,” “Be
Strong and Take Cour-
age,” “God is in Con-
trol,” “Holy is the Lord/
Carry On!”

“I’ve always loved
music.

“As a child I would
sit for hours listening to
my Mickey Mouse
record player. When rel-

Student experiences God’s faithfulness

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

visited the campus with a youth
choir and stayed in Kelly Hall. “I
was certain the hot, sticky, non-air-
conditioned Kelly Hall I remem-
bered was not my idea of a home.
Nor could I, a city girl, picture my-
self on a hill far away in southeast-
ern Kentucky.”

Area churches always received
a willing response from Garris to
sing in revivals and other events.

The Clear Creek
Singers, an auditioned
choral group, has been
one of her favorite expe-
riences.

She directed the
choir at West Pineville
Church. She also partic-
ipated in BSU revival
teams.

The words of a Carol
Cymbala song ex-
pressed for Garris and
other Clear Creek stu-

atives came to visit, I
charged them 50 cents to hear me
sing.

“I grew up in a Christian home
and accepted Jesus at the age of 15.
At 18 T helped my mother with the
youth choir and choreographed ‘in-
terpretive movements.’” ~

Garris committed her life to
music ministry at age 19. She at-
tended Ohio State, but “it was too
big.” Her pastor, alumnus Ron
Hopkins, recommended Clear
Creek.

The previous summer Garris

dents the results of obe-

dience to God:

“He’s been faithful, faithful to
me.

“Looking back, hlS love and
mercy I see.

“Though in my heart I have
questioned,

“Even failed to believe.

“Yet he’s been faithful, faithful
to me.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Pastor recounts miracle miles from Cambodia to U.S.

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Twelve
thousand miles, 12 time zones and
several plane changes separate
Phnom Pehn, Cambodia, and Rich-
mond, Va.

But for Samuel Nuon, pastor of a
Khmer Baptist congregation, the dis-
tance is measured in miracles, not
miles.

The miracles began 20 years ago,
April 17, 1975, when Nuon, his wife,
Chameroun, and their two infant
sons narrowly escaped Cambodia as
it fell into the brutal hands of com-
munists, the Khmer Rouge.

The miracles have been happen-
ing ever since.

Every Sunday, Nuon leads about
70 Cambodians in Sunday school
and worship as pastor of the Khmer
mission at Derbyshire Baptist
Church in Richmond, Va., a role he
has held almost since the mission
began as a home Bible study in 1980.

But two decades ‘ago, Nuon was
chief of veterinary services for the
Pailin province in the Khmer Repub-
lic. He and his wife lived in Phnom
Penh with their two sons, ages 2 and

four months. As war in Southeast
Asia spread, the Khmer Rouge
seized control of Cambodia.

Thousands died in the aftermath
of the communist takeover, a bloody
purge chronicled in the movie “The
Killing Fields.” Some estimates say
90 percent of the Christians in Cam-
bodia were executed during the reign
of terror.

The day before Phnom Penh fell,

. Nuon was summoned, along with

other government officials, to the
governor’s house, where they were
told to pack enough food for three
days and head for the nearby border
with Thailand. Because of his educa-
tion in the Netherlands, Nuon knew
he would not survive the purge.

When he and his family, includ-
ing one sister and a cousin, arrived at
the border, Nuon was held at gun-
point. Then came the first miracle. At
that moment the governor arrived
and paid off the border guards with
rice to let Nuon and his family es-
cape.

Once in Thailand, the young civil
service worker and his family joined
about 3,000 Cambodian refugees in
a camp. It was there, the day after
their escape, a second miracle oc-
curred.

Ronald Hill, then a Southern Bap-
tist missionary in Thailand, learned
about the desperate situation of the
refugees. He traveled to the camp,
saw there was no Red Cross or Unit-
ed Nations assistance, and learned
Thai officials would offer to help
only one week.

Hill said he contacted Keith
Parks, then area director for the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, who authorized $5,000 in hu-
manitarian assistance. Quickly Hill
brought food, medicine, clothing and
Bibles to the refugees living in the
open by a river.

Nuon met Hill, who offered him a
yellowed copy of the Gospel of John

in the Khmer language. And because
there was little else to do in the camp,
Nuon attended an evening worship
service each night. Although a Bud-
dhist, Nuon confesses it was a faith
he didn’t practice.

Nuon recalls how for days he
watched the Baptist missionary dis-
tribute food, Bibles and pray with the
refugees. “I could see Christ in his
actions,” he said. “This is very effec-
tive evangelism.”

Nuon soon announced his desire
to become a Christian, and along
with 71 other refugees was baptized
in the Klang Yai River that flowed

beside the refugee camp. Hill re- -

members Nuon telling him, “My
family and I have decided to follow
Jesus. There is no other way.”

When Hill visited the camp a
week later, he found a Cambodian
pastor leading a communion service
using Pepsi and crackers—all that
was available. Nuon had been ap-
pointed one of 12 men to serve as
“deacons.”

Life in the camp was difficult, and
the thousands of refugees often
lacked enough to eat. When local
governmental authorities failed to
give an adequate ration of food, a le-
thal riot broke out among the refu-
gees.

Thai authorities, hoping to end the
riot, sprayed gunfire into the crowd
where Nuon had stood moments be-
fore. !
Nuon and his family fell to the
ground in their hut as bullets passed

through the fragile walls. They
watched as at least 40 Cambodians
were killed. He and his family were
spared—"another miracle,” he said.

After six months as refugees,
Nuon and his family were accepted
for settlement at Fort Chafee, Ark.
There he translated for the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board.

From there, in November 1975,
they made their final move to Rich-
mond, where they and another Cam-
bodian family were sponsored by the
Derbyshire congregation.

But in the years since his escape,
Nuon had not heard from his mother
and sister, who were left behind
when the rest of the family escaped.
The day before leaving in 1975 to
assist with an FMB-sponsored hu-
manitarian mission to Thailand,
Nuon received a letter from his sis-
ter. She was alive and living in one
of the refugee camps.

For three weeks Nuon worked in

one of the camps, never having time

to search for his family. During the
final weekend before returning to
Richmond, Nuon and missionary
Dan Cobb drove three hours to a
camp with more than 100,000 refu-
gees, one of the largest in the coun-

try.
“We prayed desperately in the
car,” Nuon recalled. “Just after we

prayed we got out of the car and there

was my mother and sister.”

After that, “We prayed and sang
every evening. God saved all our
family.” Another miracle.

Woman finds new joy in life after close brush with death

NASHVILLE (BP)—Tee Bill-
ingsley says she is “going into the
hospital next week to have my bat-
tery pack replaced’. as casually as
one might mention an appointment
for a haircut.

But Billingsley knows the surgery
is not minor and the battery implant-
ed in her body and wired to her heart
defibrillator represents added years
of life that are a gift from God.

A musician, composer, confer-
ence leader and consultant in pre-
school and children’s music educa-
tion, Billingsley has endured a long
illness and recovery following a re-
markable encounter with death.

When the telephone rang on July
16, 1991, Billingsley could not know
the message would be the beginning
of several nightmarish years. The
sudden and unexpected death of an
infant grandson, the prematurely
born child of their oldest son, would
lead Billingsley and husband Derrell,
to mourn the next day at a Florida fu-
neral home.

While Tee Billingsley had held
their grandson once in his brief life,
Derrell Billingsley had not. As they
prepared to leave the funeral home
that night, Derrell was handed the
body of his grandson to hold.

Tee, standing between her hus-
band and son, watched as Derrell,
overcome with emotion, began to
cry. Their son, touched by his fa-
ther’s grief, also began to cry.

At that moment, Tee said, she was
so deeply affected by the mourning
of the two men she believes she

knows “what Jesus feels when he
sees us grieve.”

Later, she would learn it was then
that her heart literally “turned off.”

“I didn’t have a heart attack. I felt
light—release. But I thought, ‘My
head is so heavy.’ I put my head over
on Derrell’s shoulder.”

Thinking Tee was crying, Derrell
was not alarmed until he heard “a
guttural sound, like snoring. She was
already black,” he said.

For the next 13 minutes, Derrell
performed CPR on his wife until
paramedics arrived. Another 25 min-
utes passed until her heart began to
beat again.

Tee suffered a mild stroke which
left her in a coma. Her heart quit
beating three more times the next
day. Her family was told she would
not survive.

But after two days and a transfer
to another hospital, a doctor whose
work had been devoted to research
rather than patient practice was able
to stabilize her heart and implant the
defibrillator.

For a time, her memory had lost
the previous two years of her life.
She did not remember anything of
the grandson who had been born and
had died prior to her hospitalization.
In fact, she did not understand what
had happened or why they were in
Miami.

“I couldn’t walk,” she said. And
as time progressed and she returned
home, she had difficulty breathing.
The slightest activity might cause her
color to turn blue without warning,

her weight ballooned and she began
to experience allergic reactions to a
wide range of foods.

Extensive tests and numerous vis-
its to doctors failed to improve her
condition or provide answers to her
ever-frustrating health problems. Fi-
nally, in 1993 she was scheduled for
exploratory heart surgery.

Her family was called to the hos-
pital the night before surgery, and
Tee told them, “If I live or if I go to
be with the Lord tomorrow, at least
you will know either way it is a mir-
acle. If I am with the Lord, it will still
be a miracle because I will be out of
this.”

Lying in her hospital bed that
night, she asked God, “Have I made
a difference at all?”

She said she didn’t think about the
money she never had or fame she
never achieved. Instead, she remem-
bers thinking God had been her first
priority in life. “I felt good,” she re-
called. “I didn’t have anything to feel
bad about.”

Then she thought about other chil-
dren she had helped shape through
church ministries—three missionar-
ies, several music ministers, organ-
ists, pianists and choir coordinators.

“I realized the importance of the
little things,” she said. “I was impor-
tant in God’s plan.”

Surgery revealed scar tissue had
formed between the two “terminals”
attached to her heart, causing it to
bulge downward in an unnatural
shape. When the tissue was removed,
the heart immediately resumed its

o

normal shape.

Today Tee is physically active
and has resumed many of the minis-
try activities she once enjoyed. She
takes pride in her children’s careers:
Todd, president of Coral Key Pub-
lishing, a music publisher in Miami;
Susie, a minister to children at First
Church of the Nazarene in Braden-
ton, Fla.; and Derry, a vocal perfor-
mance major who will graduate in
May from Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Louisville.

This summer, Tee is scheduled
for a full teaching load during church
music leadership conferences at
Ridgecrest and Glorieta Baptist Con-
ference Centers.

“God has given me some time,”
she said. “I don’t know how much
more time I have, but whatever it is,
I want it to count.”
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Nuon recalls how
for days he
watched the
Baptist missionary
distribute food,
Bibles and pray
with the refugees.
“l could see Christ
in his actions,” he
said.

KEEPS ON GOING After a
close brush with death, Tee
Billingsley now enjoys im-
proved health. The oppor-
tunity to experience the
normal problems of life is
now “glorious,” she said.
Her husbana, Derrell, is
shown with her here. (BP
photo by Jim Veneman)
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' There are times when you need a good friend more than anything else in the world. But find-

ing people who make good friends isn't always easy. —_—
“Unless you look in the right places. Like our church. It's full of people who
care. Compassionate people who know how to love and support each other

People who make faithful friends. .
That's why we're inviting you to visit our services. To experience firsthand the ~===—

love and unity that Christ has given us. And realize

that it's not that difficult to find someone who cares. Here Y H :
There's always hope because Jesus cares for you. | S &Qpe.

Amessage of life from Southern Bapti

® A national revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Board
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