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FOR THE RECORD 

WMU urged to vote 
As discussions continue 

about just what 
proposed structural 

changes in the Southern 
Baptist Convention might 

mean for Woman's 
Missionary Union, WMU 

members nationwide 
have been encouraged to 

study the proposal and 
go to Atlanta to vote on 

this summer. 
See page 2. 

Vaughn out at BHS 
Ed Vaughn has stepped 

down as president of 
Baptist Healthcare 
System through a 

mutual agreement with • 
BHS trustees. 

See page 3. 

Family Forum 
Believe it or not, 

satisfaction in marriage 
often increases as stress 

builds. See page 4. 

Editorial 
No matter what the z­
Guy says, Zima is for 

zeros. See page 5. 

Poll findings 
The latest polls of 

American attitudes and 
actions about religion 

show fewer non­
Christians are attending 

church services_ and that 
more Roman Catholics 

express beliefs that _ 
would label them "born­

again." See page 7. 

Electronic evangelism 
Some Baptist pros give 

tips on surfing 
cyberspace with a view 

toward evangelism. 
See page 8. 
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PRACTICAL 'RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Revival ignites BSUs at 
Morehead and Murray 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

MOREHEAD-Revival is steadi­
ly spreading across the Morehead 
State and Murray State university 
campuses, and "Here's Hope. Share 
Jesus Now" plays an integral role in 
the excitement. 

"'Here's Hope' has been an inspi­
ration to us," said Gene Parr, Baptist 
Student Union director at 
Morehead State. "We 
need to be reminded 

Kentucky, the schools have become 
linked through interest in a famous 
Kentucky revival 25 years ago at As­
l?ury College in Wilmore. 

Two months ago, Parr, an Asbury 
graduate, invited student David Buck­
ner to show a video he uncovered last 
fall during a research project. "An 
Account of the Asbury Revival" is a 
45-minute documentary about the 
event and its aftermath. 

The night of the viewing in More­
head, students stayed for an extra two 
hours afterward to pray; sing and con­
fess their sins. this is what we 

should be doing. If 
we weren't, we could 
get in a rut." 

Murray State's 
BSU has delayed 
participation in the • 
60 days of witness-
ing related to "Here's 
Hope" until the fall 
semester. However, 

Rev,.,~., 
ill'-~r 

Renl1i,_.✓-•I 

As a direct result 
of that experience, 
some students recom­
mitted their lives to 
Christ, and the num­
ber of students com­
mitting to summer 
missions projects has 
increased, Parr said. 

the Murray State 
BSU sponsored a 
three-day "Campus 
Impact" event last month where the 
featured speaker stressed the need to 
"carry the hope" to student& who 
don't know Jesus. 

"In all our meetings we're empha­
sizing the hope we have in Christ," 
said Keith Inman, Murray State BSU 
director. "This has been a real renewal 
time for our staff." 

Although on opposite sides of 

C1\fflQ In addition, 35 stu­
dents have enrolled in 
discipleship groups 
for the first time this 

semester. They are part of 130 stu­
dents who meet weekly in small 
groups to study discipleship courses 
such as "Experiencing God," "Search 
for Significance" and "Mind of 
Christ." 

"When you have· that many stu­
dents in discipleship groups, I think 
you're having revival," Parr said. 
o See Revival ignites ... , page 10 

Smal_l church feeds many 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LONDON- "Each one feed one" 
could be the motto of New Salem 
Baptist Church in_London. 

The Laurel County congregation 
feeds as many families each month 
through its food pantry as it has peo­
ple in Sunday school each Sunday. • 

For a church with a Sunday school 
attendance of 150 to feed 125 to 150 
families each month requires an over­
and-above commitment of both time 
and money and a strong measure of 
faith, said Pastor John Woods. 

In the four years New Salem has 

operated its food pantry, the church 
has "never had to beg" for money or 
food, Woods said. "God has always 
provided." 

There has always been food on the 
church's pantry shelves for the twice­
monthly ministry and for emergen­
cies which regularly crop up. 

To fund the food distribution min­
istry, the church sets aside about $400 
of its $8,500 monthly budget. An ad­
ditional $200 per month comes -from 
interested individuals, Woods said. 

Woods overseas the ministry. He 
does all the grocery buying, stretch­
ing the dollars to their maximum to 
□ See Small church feeds ... , page 3 

Americans giving less to charity; one-fourth give nothing 
By Karen Long 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- Why 
are Americans less charitable now 
than-during the Great Depression? 
• • -Fifty years ago, the average Amer­
ican family gave 3.3 percent of its in­
come to church and charity. In 1933, 
a time marked by jobless drifters and 
meals begged at back doors, the typi­
cal household brought in $555 and 
gave $20 away. 

Now, the grandkids are awash in 
VCRs, portable phones, personal 
computers, microwaves and central _ 

air conditioning that baffle the,µ- De­
pression-era kin. Why, amid all this 
plenty, does this generation put just 2 
percent of its income toward charity? 

Moreover, this slice of good will 
has shrunk for four straight years. In­
dependent Sector Inc., an umbrella 
group monitoring nonprofit corpora­
tions and charities, found the average 
amount American households gave 
dropped from $978 in 1989 to $880 
last year. 

Sociologist Sylvia Ronsvalle has 
spent a decade trying to understand 
these trends. 

"People during the Depression 

were giving a larger portion and were _ anything inh_erently wrong with con­
willing to sacrifice to do that," Rons- suining pizza. 
valle said from her office at empty - It is pizza's place in a larger eco­
tomb inc., which studies Christian nomic_ pie that squeezes the chance to 
charity patterns. give to charity: 

"When we are closer to suffering, I The typical American spent $445 
we are more apt to give," she said. on recreation in 1970 and $1,026 in 
"Now our affluence has insulated us. -1991, a 130 percent increase apart 
We are distracted and surrounded by . from inflation, according to the Sta­
video games, Power Rangers and vir- tistical Abstract of the United States. 
tual reality." I Recreational spending now _ 

Ronsvalle, based in Champaign, amounts to 11 percent of per capita 
Ill., doesn't think the average Ameri- income. During the same stretch, the 
can plans to spend $63 per year on percentage of household income 
takeout pizza; the cash just sort of flowing to charity trickled down to a 
dribbles away. Nor, she says, is there o See Americans giving less ... , page 6 



BAPTISTS --~., ... , .. 
WMU. urges members to st-udy report and vote 

,___.. . 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.-,-Members proposed restructing-was unveiled, signment is "not binding" on WMU turned, she said. Eventually, WMU 

of Woman's Missionary Union have another committee member explained . without their consent. leadership "deemed it wise to make 
been urged to study, ask questions WMU was virtually-ignored in the "While WMU has done a superla- them church-wide offerings" and to 
and vote their conscience on a pro- committee's work because • they tive job in promoting these mission allow the mission boards to determine 

• posed restructuring of the Southern would not become ''accountable" to offerings, the initiation of the offer- allocations because they "knew 
Baptist Convention being presented at the SBC. ings was influenced by the vision of where the most urgent needs existed." 
this summer's SBC annual meeting in "If there's responsibility, there has the Foreign Mission Board, the Home "Did we give the offerings away?" 
Atlanta. to be accountability," said Bob Sor- Mission Board, as well as Woman's O'Brien asked. "Perhaps so, in the 

The plan avoids any assignment of rells, associate pastor of BeBevue Missionary Union," Brister said. interest of wider involvement and in-
responsibility to WMU and reassigns Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn. Brister further explained that the creased giving to missions. We have 
most of WMU's traditional duties to The restructuring proposal assigns SBC's two mission boards _have pro- no regret for this." 
other agencies. missions educat_ion and promotion of vided financial assistance to help WMU has involved staffs of the 

A statement by WMU Executive the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering WMU promote the offerings. mission boards and the Brotherhood 
Director Dellanna O'Brien said and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering "In 1994 and 1995, the FMB allo- Commission in promotion of the of­
WMU will not issue a formal re- to the SBC's two mission boards. cated $400,000 for such expenses re- ferings, but "we have continued to be 
sponse to recommendations of a pro- These tasks traditionally have been lating to the Lottie Moon Offering in the primary agents in the work," she 
gram and structure study committee done by WMU on behalf of the mis- addition to $300,000 for WMU assis- said. In addition to efforts by the 
calling for a streamlining of the de- sion boards. tance in the general promotion of mis- WMU' s national leadership, "untold 
nomination's organization because Further, the proposal would give sions education," Brister said. "The hours and dollars are willingly spent" 
WMU's executive board is not sched- the Sunday School Board an assign- Home Mission Board allocated by state WMU offices to help pro­
uled to meet until June 16-17, just mentfordeveloping men's and worn- $200,000 in 1994 and $232,000 in mote the offerings, she said. 
days prior to the SBC meeting June en's ministries, an action perceived as 1995 for out-of-pocket expenses in On the question of why WMU has 
20-22. threatening to WMU's work. the promotion of the Annie Arm- chosen to remain an auxiliary rather 

Meanwhile, the chairman of the Members of Brister's committee strong Easter Offering." than become an agency of the SBC, 
study committee which proposed the said the two mission boards would be In a statement to WMU members, O'Brien said WMU's independent 
structural changes said March 10 the free to continue working with WMU WMU Executive Director O'Brien status has allowed the organization 
proposal should not change the work- in missions education and offering discussed the legal question of "own- "to be a helper to the convention and 
ing relationship between the SBC and promotion if they desire. ership" of the two offerings. · all its causes." 
WMU. Brister said the promotion of the The SBC's legal counsel has said Also, unlike SBC agencies, the 

Mark Brister, pastor of Broadmoor two special· offerings, "while histor- that since the SBC Foreign and Home WMU membership chooses its own 
Baptist Church in Shreveport, La., re- ic," was not included in the original Mission boards are sole recipients of leadership, with state presidents com­
iterated the brief explanation given program statement for WMU in 1966 the offerings, they own them. prising the national WMU executive 
when the plan was unveiled in mid- or any succeeding statement ap- "Another argument could be board. ''This means that women who 
February: The restructuring did not proved by the SBC. made, however, that historical and know WMU work on every level and 
address WMU because WMU chose While the current SBC organiza- emotional ownership belongs to are well able to represent the women 
to remain an auxiliary to the SBC rath- tional manual includes a program WMU," O'Brien countered. For in their state," O'Brien said. 
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'That's a nice thought, Sister Ida, but I'm not sure it's biblical to 
put a "coupon good for $5 off your next tithe" in our newsletter." 

2 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 14, 1995 . 

.. 1nc~ma.~y'!~f ihi>~ti1 
ecdmrnendatioris c6ns6lidatecl al}' 
'.entralizecl .. de~binination.~t·t~sks 

~,1111:ft~tllif J~;;ir 
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Cs;--,-· •;,c - .-ll ll stat~$ signed a i voiced disagreement. • . . < 

t~rpe11(r~w~eclMarch 1 object- .• .. The traditional structure '.'is no /;: 
ng';f9 p~M.tl}e,plaq, saying the >Jonger the most effective bptiop.,'(,/j:: 

>. the study of history a!Ilcing Baptists y •said Al Mohler, president of South:'.-( 
' ~pulf~y.irppair~d. •// .-·}v . _ }i:i f111HaJ?!istTheological Seminary; • 
'{' 'Uyriri .tvt;ay' ex:ecutive'director oe;;;< A'.J. uricierstand and affirm.the ....... . 

e .fA~toii:sal Commissi9nr,is fhe }; c<mcern of.the state Baptist histori: ) : 
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!9Y9P11Wlittt?Y'. ''.fh,e .gl¥t, which >Mohlei: 5ii,jd; .. Nevcirtheless, I am i" 
>uld eliminate tbe Commission •• cm1vihced the new structure wi11 fll-. , 
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orical studies their proper p~9ritY/ .. tist heritagebe preservt:d and pro- < 
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The stgt~Jiistoparis agree<:l, • i .i .The historicaldirectors signing 
:''1ID' f\!~tl'\lqlIBihg of hi~torical( the document art; :, Alan. Lefeyer 9f'."' 

19rk w}tjjfnithe{~BQ.,5houl<:1··-• be t; Texas; •Susan Ihoome _and'Robert: ; 
on~ .. to'.'. ~friha11q1;1s. and. $tnmgthen : \ Gardner of •Georgia; Fred .An.der~·t; 
outhen1Jij~ptt~ts;'; unc;l~rst~nding :,C: so11 . of Virginia;· ~ohn . Woodard o(; i' 
,f o.~t he(ita'ge,'.~the st~t.finent said. :.; North C::arolina; EarlJoiner ofFlor~ .. ~;, 
}); -~fomrn~n9<1tion;9f .. th.1;1 .Pro- ··· 'jda: r.Sue __ J;,yrini .McGuire, St~y~ t' 
\rn ·· and, strtktufe 'study comrriit0 Bak7r ·and '·Earriest :Heard :bfTen\j 
ectoes n:7itherJ J:J. . •• .. ... • ·.•. .. • nessee; Doris Yeiser of.Kentucky; ; 
;,(:Inder ;Jhe{pJ1;1n, ·_• the ·comtpis- '/Ray (Jr1;1J1~de-ofArk~11sas;.·.• l3e~ty•}' 

ioi:i) ~rcl)iyesa#d theresponsibil0 >·,Danielson of New Me,sicci; Nelda ? 
y ()t .teasljirig,hi~tory »19uld be as->7 . .I<el)t of ~on~; and L~9iUe ~oyd. ( 
igned.toJhe siJf,;SBGseminarieS . anci,Max Daly ofpregon. ··. • • • 
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Vaughn leaves as Baptist Healthcare System he-ad· 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

the right, as well as the responsibility Hospital in LaGrange, is the apparent which a group of hospital chains team 
and accountability, to decide who beneficiary of the impasse with up to provide a range of services at 
they want to lead their institutions. Vaughn. . . controlled or reduced cost- Vaughn 

LOUISVILLE- Ed Vaughn has There's got to be a match between . . . S_mith ·has been named· interim has emphasized several ministries 
resigned as president of Baptist what the board wants to do and how • _presiden:t and chief executive officer dear to Kentucky Baptists. 
Healthcare System after reaching a to go about it and wha~ I want to do of the system. Arid he is expected to Vaughn, a deacon at Crescent Hill 
philosophical impasse with the sys- and how to go about it. That match be nominated for the permanent post Baptist Church in Louisville, particu­
tem' s board of directors and hospital just wasn't there." when the board meets in Louisville larly has stressed the Christian minis­
presidents. Close observers cite a history of this week, Siler confirmed. try of the system. Among examples 

Baptist Healthcare System is one tension between BHS headquarters in Siler praised Vaughn's perfor- of that emphasis was a concern for the 
of the state's largest not-for-profit Louisville and its hospitals. The cen- mance. "I admire Ed and hate the way hospitals' pastoral care departments. 
health care providers. It operates hos- tral office has --- everything' s And he has launched BHS partner-
pitals in Corbin, LaGrange, Lexing- focused on the ~-~1i.111: gone," he said. ship missions, with mission trips to 
ton, Louisville and Paducah. The unified perfor-, "Ed's leadership Brazil and Russia, as well as arrange-
Kentucky Baptist Convention elects inance of the has been very ments for hefuth care in the mountains 
the majority of its 24 board members. system as a ,; . · • good. of Eastern Kentucky and inner-city 

Vaughn, who has been president whole. Mean- •,., ~ "We're in a Louisville. 
and chief executive officer since No- while, the hospi- . , t·. transitional time Two other innovations have 
vember 1990, resigned effective tals, particularly • .: of moving to- marked Vaughn's administration. 
March 8. the two larg- . ... •• ward more of an He was instrumental in starting a 

VaughnandBHSreached"amu- est- Baptist ,.,,,. • integrateddeliv- system-widequalityimprovement 
tual parting of the ways due to philo- Hospital East in Vaughn Smith ery system" program. BHS officials have cited the 
sophical differences concerning the Louisville and . with three other . program for upgrading patient care as 
leadership of the system," said board Central Baptist in Lexington- have Kentucky not-for-profit health care well as stewardship of resources. 
Chairman Eugene Siler Jr. of Will- tended to focus on their own autono- providers, he added. "It's a new sys- Vaughn also led the system to pur-
iamsburg. my. tern entirely, and he's been very ef- chase Tri-County Hospital. Detrac-

'The issue was just his relationship A recent independent action by the fective in getting these systems to- tors say the hospital has not produced 
with the Baptist hospitals'·' across the Lexington hospital reportedly precip- gether. We're set to provide better expected revenues. But, BHS and lo­
state, Siler said. "The board was hav- itated the latest change in leadership. health care, at the lowest price, under cal citizens have touted the move as • 
ing problems with it, and Ed was hav- When the matter surfaced during a a Christian atmosphere." preserving an important component 
ing a problem with it, and that was called board meeting in February, Siler and other board members of the community, and they have 
what led to the divorce." board members debated the issue of stressed that the rift between the board praised Vaughn for instituting the 

Vaughn, who declined to elaborate system unity versus hospital autono- majority and Vaughn represents hospital's first pastoral care program. 
on his conflict with the board majori- my . Vaughn lost a no-confidence philosophical differences regarding Although his future plans are un-
ty, concurred with Siler's assessment. vote, B-9. management, not Vaughn's integrity. certain, Vaughn said he intends to 

"I want to do everything I .can t9 _ Siler compared the power struggle "We want to emphasize Ed is a continue to work in health care. 
help Baptist Healthcare System," he __ • between. Vaugh9 _a11d _th~ bosl'i!aL . 11,1an 9f,good character/' Siter said.. . . Smith, a _member of Bro;idway 
said .• "I'd like fo live \Y,~at I've: b,een .: presiij~nJs t9 ji_•:~JiiJJ1p.i,1ig;)~s~);,f!,lI,:, :~\Thet~. 'j_s_. P,0,,1>.C~P!lL i~y_qlv.¢f: Ws '. .. •. ;t;Japti~~ CbJJJic_h ihJ--~µisy1U~. A~ _beeq .. ' 
trying to preach_ these past fo11,r_yeli_!s. ~ ·~team: ~eo_wn_er_:l ~~'t_f1!e ~J.~hole _. _ju~t . ex~c~Jt ~~at_ w~•~e s!!i.~-:;:-:a " ~ -~ -~l-1~ f~! 29.Y.~!lfS. !"I~ beg~ a,s 
The best way to keep values m place team, so the manager has to go. • -ph1losoplircal or personality prob- an assistant adrrurustrator of Central 
is to simply say we parted dtJe to mu- ~ One of the hospital presidents, · lem." Baptist Hospital in 1975. He became 
tua:1 differences. - • • Tommy Smith, who heads Baptist In addition to engineering the new president of Baptist East in .1984 and 

"They are the board, and they have Hospital East and Tri-County Baptist integrated delivery system- through, of Tri-County in 1992. 

Small church feeds many . 
Continued from page 1 
purchase non-perishable, nutritious 
staples as well as canned fruits and 
canned meats. 

Ten church members work in the 
food pantry on the last two Thursdays 
of each month. "That's when the need 
is greatest. Money runs out before the · 
month does," Woods explained. 

Volunteers regularly help senior 
citizens whose meager incomes bare­
ly cover medical expenses and leave 
little money for food .. They also help 
mothers who ask for just a box of ce­
real for their babies because they have 
nothing to eat at home and children 
who are so hungry they eat the food 
given them before they leave the 
church building. 

Often, the entire Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting crowd packs 
the food baskets, which will feed a 

family of four for three or four days. 
Each basket contains approximately 
$40 of food, although Woods said he 
buys it for much less. 

New Salem Church is known as a 
"church that is doing something in the 
community," the pastor said. 

And Woods doesn't worry about 
"getting taken" by those who would 
take advantage of the good will of 
generous people. 

"God didn't command us to help 
just those in our flock, but he has told 
us simply to help and let his love flow 
through us," Wood said. "It's not just 
a church membership game; it's a 
soul game." . 

In a couqty where two qut of ev­
ery 10 families live below the poverty 
line; New Salem has found a tangible 
way to "perfect God's love through 
us," Woods concluded. • 

Resources for hunger ministries 
Want to begin a food distribution 

ministry? Check the following mate­
ria:ls for help. 
■ From the Home Mission Board, 
1350 Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, 
GA 30367-5601 : 
el Beginning a Food Distribution 
Ministry (366-21.F), free. 
el Ministry Witness Resource Guide: 
Domestic Hunger (301 -22P), $1.25. 
el Poverty and Hunger in the U.S.A. 

. (360-38F), free. 
el Ministry Project: Food Distribu-

tion, Hope for Hurting Humanity Se-
ries, free. • 
■ From the Christian Life Commis­
sion, 901 Commerce St., Suite 550, 
Nashville, TN 37203-3696: 
el World Hunger Awareness Action 
Guide, $.75. • 
ii Issues and Answers: Hunger, $.17 . . 
el What Shall We Do In A Hungry 
World? $4.95. • 
■ From New Hope Publishers, P.O. 
Box 12065, Birmingham, Ala. 35283: 
el Servants of the Banquet, $6.95. 

Observers cite a 
history of tension 
between BHS 
headquarters in 
Louisville and its 
hospitals, which 
have tended to 
focus on their own 
autonomy. 
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OPINION 
False impression 

I am weary with the false impres­
sion concerning the so-called conser­
vative takeover of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. Bill Moyers, on a re­
cent network news program, made it 
sound like gangsters had somehow . 
gotten control of the SBC. 

It might be -enlightening to remem­
ber that the people who have been 
castigated as a conservative "posse" 
are godly, educated, duly elected of­
ficers of the convention. That means 

Christian radio stations. I did not even 
know nearby Scottsville had a South­
ern Gospel station. 

I plan to place the listing in my car 
and send copies of it to at least three 
friends who travel and don't know 
these stations exist. 

Gene Iglehart 
Bowling Green 

'All is well' at OBI 
On Feb. 28, the trustees of Oneida 

Baptist Institute met for the first full 
session since W.F. a majority of dele­

gates representing 
Southern Baptist 
churches have vot-

BAPTIST FORUM Underwood was 
selected to lead 
OBI. His calling to. 

ed for people who hold conservative 
views. 

It was well publicized that if con­
servative leaders were elected, they 
would use their influenee to lead our 
institutions in a conservative direc­
tion. Yet conservative leaders have 
been elected year after year. 

It is an insult to the intelligence of 
Southern Baptists to imply that some 
sort of sinister "takeover" has taken 
place while the rank and file were ei­
ther ignorant of what was happening 
or just did not care. 

The truth is, the rank and file 
Southern Baptist delegate has been 
the protagonist of this so-called take­
over. He has listened to most of the 
con/ervative leaders as they stand for 
ilie grand truths of the gospel and ap-

/ preciated what he has heard. Thus he 
has elected conservatives to places of 
leadership because he had confidence 
in them and the Bible they preach. 

That process is called democracy. 
The majority in Southern· Baptist 
churches have elected delegates to the 
convention who would vote for con­
servative leadership. It is not a take­
over; it is a take back. . 

Michael G. Morrow 
Paducah 

Thanks for list 
A great, big thank~you to whoever 

is responsible for the Kentucky Chris­
tian radio list (WR, Feb. 21). You 
have done us a great service. 

Many times I have used my scan 
button and still could not find local 

A funny way to lead 

fiUthe shoes of a Baptist legend, Bar­
kley Moore, is a task that would daunt 
almost anyone. 

. Any apprehension Kentucky Bap­
tists may have had can be laid to rest. 
God's man in God's time has donned 
the mantle of leadership of OBI. Bud 
Underwood and his first lady, Kay, as 
dedicated understudies of Moore, 
have learned well from the master. 
The rudder is in place, and the "Ship 
of Oneida" is moving through chart­
ed waters. All that is needed now is 
the support and prayers of Baptists. I 
have no qualms that support and 

. prayers are forthcoming. 
The work and success of OBI is 

one of Kentucky Baptists' best-kept 
secrets. A boarding high school that 
is teaching youngsters the value of 
physical labor, academic preparation 
and spiritual nourishment is unique. 
By any standard, OBI -is a success. 
Please take ·the time to visit and in­
vestigate what Baptists have hidden 
away in the mountains of eastern 
Kentucky. 

Trustees and Dr. Underwood were 
excited about the Barkley Moore Fa­
ther's Day Offering for OBI, ap­
proved at the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention in 1994. One caution was ex­
pressed, however. Kentucky Baptists 
who in the past have given individu­
ally, through groups and classes and 
through their churches are encour­
aged to continue to do that. The Bark­
ley Moore Offering is a special one, 
over and above regular contributions. 

I can't stand.' 

Oscar Davidson 
Somerset 

I suspect that many of 
those who heard Dr. 
Calvin Miller at our con­
vention last year remem­
ber the experience. He is a 
unique and riveting com­
municator, both as speak­
er and writer. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

"I once had a pastor friend who 
answered my every query 
about the health of his 
church the very same way. 
Every time I asked him, 
'Bill, how's your church 
going?' he would always 
answer, 'Just fine, now! 
.We gof rid of three more 
problem families this 
week.' I followed his min­
istry very closely. In only 
three years, he was com­

Having just completed 
his most recent book, ''The 
Empowered Leader," 
which is primarily target­
ed to pastors, I found fas­
cinating the brief "letters" 

William W. Marshall pletely out of problems­

he uses as a vehicle for introducing 
each of the 10 chapters of the book. • 

I think pastor and parishioner alike 
would enjoy the one introducing 
chapter 10 . . 

"Dear Leader: 
"When it comes to loving other 

people, you need to know thatl fully 
agree with what Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Charlie Brown said. The former said, 
'Hell is other people,' and the latter 
said, 'I love humanity; it's the people 

and members. 
"One pastor I read about had a 

similar approach to problems. He 
beamed that he had just had a 'mem­
bership drive' .in which he 'drove' out 
15 families. They were all problem 
families, I am sure. 

"Most people are problem people 
once in a while. 

"In fact, nearly everybody is a 
problem to somebody, sometime, 
somewhere. You either solve these 
people problems or cope with them or 

Complete hierarchy 
When I was at the Southern Bap­

tist Home Mission Board (1965-70), 
I said it took the Roman Catholic 
Church more than 500 years to per­
fect its hierarchy and the absolute rul­
ership of the curia. And I believed it 
would take Southern Baptists only 
half that time. 

Now I must revise that figure 
downward: The SBC hierarchy is 
now complete. 

Joseph R. Estes 
Louisville 

Politics vs. gospel 
In response to Richard Land's 

comments about Baptists supportil!g 
the contract on· America, being 
against the new surgeon general as 
well as generally using every oppor­
tunity he has to criticize President 
Clinton, my question is, "What is his 
role in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion?" 

Considering the SBC leadership 
and direction we have taken, we 
would be more accurately called the 
Republican Baptist Convention. 

To assume all Baptists have the 
same opinion on these issues as well 
as abortion and many other controver­
sial topics is ridiculous. A great 
strength of the Baptist faith is that we 
are diverse but still maintain unity. 

How could we drift so far from our 
· Baptist heritage? I hear more politics 
coming from them than religion. 
Land does not speak for me, and he 
would be well ·advised to look at his 
own life first and stick to improving 
Southern Baptist work rather than 
branching out into politics in his at­
tempt to create a so-called Christian 
theocracy. 

This denomination has enough 
demagogues and inflated egos 
preaching politics from the pulpit. We 
don't need any more. He, like every- · 
body else, is flawed by sin which can 
only be redeemed by Christ's forgiv­
ing grace. That is not politics; that is 
the gospel. It should be the one pure 
unblemished message all Southern 
Baptists proclaim. 

Tim Hall 
Henderson 

ignore them or run them off. 
"Pastor, I understand that in the 

ministry it gets hard to like every­
body. Will Rogers did, I know, but 
then there's a general feeling that Will 
never got out much, and we know for 
-sure he never pastored a church. 

"I'd like you to be like God. He 
loves everybody. Our problem people 
are just not problem people to him. 

"Pastor, if I turn out to be one of 
your problem people, I sure would 
like you to remember that. Clarence 
Darrow is famous for having said that 
he had never killed anybody, but that 
he had read many an obituary with 
pleasure. 

· "If I turn out to be one of your 
problem people, and I happen to die 
before you do, and you happen to 
preach my funeral, you don't have to 
cry. Just promise me you won't grin 
all the way through it. 

"Your follower" 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
No matter what the Z-Guy says, Zima· is for z~ros 

You've probably seen him in commercials: He's a funky '90s version 
of the Marx.es' hipper brother. And he's usually in a bar, substituting the 
letter "Z" for "S" and zapping zophizticated come-onz at a zexy, zultry 
woman. , 

But this Z-Guy' s really up to zomething more. He's promoting Zima, 
the newest bottle of booze brewed for America's teenagers. He's to alco­
hol what Joe Camel is to tobacco--a clever character created to sell the 
next generation on substance ab.use. 

Most adults may think the Z-Guy is zilly, but law-enforcement offi­
cials and alcohol-industry analysts ·say he's doing a good job. Zima has 
replaced wine coolers as the ''.in" drink for the teen set, according to 
''Monday Morning Report," an ethics newsletter. Zima tastes sweet, 
which appeals to kids, who favor the flavors of soda pop and Kool-Aid. 
It doesn't look like alcohol either. Poured over ice, it resembles Sprite, 
7Up or the "crystal" colas that hit the market in the last couple of years. 

Take a 'break' 
Spring break is right around the 

comer, and along with the many stu­
dents and parents taking a break, I 
hope Marv Knox will take a long 
"break" also. He claimed extended 
session for preschoolers is producing 
wimps and not leaders for the future 

· {WR, Feb. 28). 

ing Calvinism in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. I als.o agree there aren't 
five points of grace, only one: God 
(choosing, redeeming, calling) saves 
(eternally) sinners (dead, blind, deaf 
and dumb, as the Bible says they are). 

• Relatively few Bible verses seem 
to disprove Calvinism, but if we be­
lieve in free will, we must remove 

My husband 
and I have raised 
two responsible 

BAPTIST FORUM 
whole chapters 
from the Bible. For 
instance, Romans 

young Christian daughters, ages 15 
and 20, who attended extended ses­
sions when they were younger than 5 
years. We believed that it was more 
"age appropriate" ·for them tfr attend 
the extended session rather tharf sit 
and squirm through a service that they 
could not comprehend. 

I am happy to report that our girls 
are anything but "wimps." Both girls 
have grown and matured from in­
volvement in all aspects of our 
church. We consider them fully 
equipped to become future leaders in 
whatever church they attend as adults. 

My husband an9 I are both veter­
ans of the two-week revivals and the 
long sermons. Character was not born 
out of these experiences, only the 
ability to endure. If this is the "stami­
na" Mr. Knox is talking about, then 
he is out of the loop. 

Mrs. Paul S. Graham 
Somerset 

Teachings of men 
I partially agree with letters oppos-

10:9-13 does not 
prove free will. It is the middle of a 
long discussion on the purpose, sov­
ereignty_ and glory of God (Romans 
8:28-11 :36). 
• .. !'Whoso(wer:shall call upon -the 
name of the Lbrd ·shall' be- savea;»· bot 
it is those who did not seek God, but 
were sought by God (Romans 10:14-
20), and a remnant chosen by grace 
who God knew (not knew about), 
who call upon him (11:1 -5). 

Calvinism is, as Spurgeon called it, 
simply "the gospel": God saves sin­
ners. So, which is a doctrine of man­
Calvinism or free will? 

Charles T. Buntin 
Mayfield 

Slap .in the face 
We were shocked when we read 

the restructuring recommendations 
from the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion program and structure study 
committee (WR, Feb. 28). 

What a slap in the face to w om­
an' s Missionary Union! 

Historically, WMU has stimulated 

"National experts on underage drinking say Zima' s sweet taste and 
lack of color make it difficult for police to identify and easy for teenagers 
to consume in large quantities before its alcohol content (which is higher 
than beer) takes full effect," the newsletter reported. 

Without the strong smell of beer and the stout kick of stronger booze, 
the cops can't find it, even while some kids can't stop consuming it. So, 
while increasing numbers of adults are pulling back from alcohol con­
sumption, Zima is out hooking the next generation. 

This Sunday, March 19, is Alcohol & Drug Abuse Prevention Day on 
the Southern Baptist calendar. It's a good day for parents artd youth lead­
ers to resume the conversation with kids about the dangers of alcohol. 
Zima's Z-Guy may be zany and cool, but broken homes, ruined health, 
failed careers and car wrecks aren't. Help them see that Zima is for Ze­
ros. · 

Southern Baptists to pray for and sup­
·port our missions effort. 

The issue is control, because the 
SBC Executive Committee is unable 
to control whom the WMU supports. 
Baptists have stood against a hierar­
chical organization. Our strength cen­
ters in the local church, which coop­
erates with like-minded churches to 
carry out Christ's Great Commission. 

It is no coincidence every member 
of the study committee is a Caucasian 
male from the SBC's "conservative" 
wing. Was consideration given to the 
fact the SBC historically has allowed 
Baptists from various viewpoints to 
cooperate to spread the gospel? 
., · As ,missionaries:who.,served in 
Sotith'Korea for-nine years; we have 
been held up in prayer by WMU 
groups that have sent letters, birthday 
cards and care boxes. Would some 
agency tucked away in a monolithic 
SBC structure do that? By stripping 
the WMU of its historic tasks, we 
would deprive the main driving force 
behind our missions effort ( outside of 
Christ) from fulfilling an essential 
task within the body of Christ. 

Somehow Southern Baptists are 
losing our focus that Christ is our 
head. We are headingfor a time when 
our pope (the SBC president) rules his 
church through his council of bishops 
(the Executive Committee). 

• Steve & Cathy Blanchard 
Louisville 

Justice & reality 
I . commend your editorial on 

Marv Knox 

breaking the nation's moral and fiscal 
gridlock (WR, Jan. 24). As consumer 
restraint and willingness to pay taxes 
is one answer, self-serving and striv­
ing for "what's in it for me" has ac­
counted for some of our plight. 

Related to this is the clamor upon 
Congress to lower taxes and yet solve 
crime and social problems without the 
funds to do so. 

Of course,· the rhetoric of a bal­
anced-budget amendment sounds so 
nice. Without such frugal measures, 
we will saddle our succeeding gener­
ations with our debt. 

But there was nothing remem­
bered of the '80s tax cuts, when the 
deficit grew more ·than ever hefore:. 
That followed the great.tax-cuts of.the 
Reagan era. Defense spending grew 
tremendously. It seems politicians 
and supporters have such short mem­
ories. 

Or could it be that people believe 
what they want to believe when it as­
suages their consciences? 

Your editorial "Welfare reform 
will produce child-care challenge" 
(WR, Feb. 14) speaks to more respon­
sible social justice and fiscal reality. 
One study after another explodes the 
myth of welfare as a gravy train for 
the shiftless. The working poor and 
the newly poor refute the simplistic 
solutions of forcing people to take 
jobs and get off the dole. As the edi­
torial so aptly states, women as heads 
of households must have jobs that of­
fer real solutions. 

Donald 0. Cassidy 
Premium 

Zima's Z-Guy is to 
alcohol what Joe 
Camel is to 
tobacco-a clever 
character created 
to sell the next 
generation on 
substance abuse. 
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NATION 
International treaty stalled 
over U.S. parental concern 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- The 
phrase "equal justice under law" is 
etched in marble atop the entrance to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. But across 
the~eet and under the Capitol Ro­
tunda;iawmakers continue to dis­
agree over how-that principle applies 
to children. - _ 

At issue is an international-treaty, 
known as the U.N. Convention on the­
Rights of the Child, that has been rat­
ified by more than 150 nations, in­
cluding China, Kuwait and Rwanda, 
but not the United States. 

The dispute in U.S. political circles 
is not whether children have rights, 
but rather how far to extend them 
without impinging on parental do­
main. 

The United States participated in 
the 10-year drafting process that be­
gan in 1979 under the auspices of the 
U.N. Commission on Human Rights. 
The 21-page document addresses the 
right to: 

I Health-care services. 
I Edµcation . 
I Protection against discrimination 

based on race, gender, religion. 
I Protection against abuse, neglect 

or injury. 
I A name and nationality. 
I Have the child's "best interests" 

be a primary consideration in all pro-

ceedings concerning the child. 
I Be protected from economic ex­

ploitation or_ hazardous work. 
I Be protected against torture or 

other cruel, inhumane or degrading 
treatment. 

I Freedom of thought, conscience, 
Jeligion and expression. 

The Clinton administration sup­
ports the measure that has come un­
der attack by others who argue that it 
would provide children special rights 
that override parental authority. One 
common argument is that the measure 
would give children carte blanche to 
sue their parents. 

A major hurdle to ratific~tion is 
Senate approval. The measure's most 
formidable adversary is Sen. Jesse 
Helms, R-N.C. 

But the measure does have support 
_ from some key Republicans, includ­
ing Sen. Mark Hatfield of Oregon and 
Sen. Richard Lugar of Indiana. 

In a letter to Clinton, Lugar said 
the "strength of the treaty comes from 
widespread publicity of child abuse 
and the focusing of world opinion on 
the exploitation of innocent children." 

However, an extensive review of 
the document is essential because it 
contains ambiguous language that 
lends itself to diverse interpretation 
and uncertainty, Lugar said. 

Court will review gay rights 
WASHING TON (ABP)- The down the measure after homosexµals 

U.S. Supreme Court agreed Feb. 21 and the cities of Denver, Boulder and 
to decide whether states can bar local Aspen challenged it. -
governments from protecting the civ- So far tq.ose legal challenges have 
il rights of homosexuals. prevented implementation of the 

At issue is a state constitutional amendment, which would repeal anti­
amendment in Colorado that would discrimination ordinances already 
bar the state or local governments passed in Denver, Boulder, Aspen, 
from assigning protected status to Telluride and Crested Butte and pre­
people of "homosexual, lesbian or bi- vent enactment of similar ordinances 
sexual orientation." -in the future. 

Colorado voters approved th~ c;on- _ The Supreme Court i~ _expected to 
stit!ltional amendip~µt iq 1992. But , .. hl!o/ ~h~ c,~~e;: ~IJring Jts n~~l t~rm, 
the. Colorado Supreme _Court. spuck wb'ich begms. m October. • ~ '~ 

~ # , • , \ '_ ', i • . ..., - , • • !,#1 , ''....' %!" . • 

Amer_icans giving less to charity; one-fourth give nothing ; : 
Continued from page 1 
flat 2 percent. 

I A quarter of the citizenry gives 
nothing at all. Nor money, not time, 
not a pint of blood at the community 
blood bank. Zip. 

Those who _never part with a pen­
ny are not the poor, who give more-

-proportionately- than the well­
heeled. Families with incomes under 
$10,000 give more than 3 percent, 
while those earning $100,000 give 
closer to 2 percent, polling has found. 

Self-employed lawyers and doc­
tors are notorious for stinginess in 
their ranks, according to charity 
workers. 

Ronsvalle said part of the explana­
tion lies in advertising. 

-"We all receive thousands of ad­
vertising messages, all designed to get 
us to part with our money," she said. 
"But who asks on behalf of mission? 
The topic of money in general is 
strongly resisted in church circles as 
an inappropriate topic, a vulgar topic. 
One comes to c:hurch to- hear about 
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other things." 
And yet the religiously motivated 

are the most generous contributors to 
charity. Take them out of the mix and 
American giving would average less 
than 1 percent of household income. 

Sixty-two cents of every charitable 
dollar given by individuals goes to 
religious institutions, said Virginia 
Hodgkinson, vice president for re­
search at the Independent Sector in 
Washington, D.C. 

"A significant part of the message 
in the Scripture concerns how we're 
related to our possessions and how ,we 
should use them to the good of all of 
.creation," noted Douglas Borko, who 
has the responsibility of encouraging 
members of the United Church of 
Christ to give. "Someone once count­
ed up 2,000 references. I've seen peo­
ple change dramatically as they study 
Scripture and some of the change gets 
reflected in their giving patterns." 

His church, like all organizations, 
has plenty of members who sit on 
their hands. 

' 

"But I don't think there is anyone 
in the church who is not a potential 
good giver," Borko said. "My experi­
ence is people are hungry to find a 
relational connection and to engage in 
work that enhances the society they 
live in:" 

How to accomplish this taps spiri­
tual concerns much deeper than pay­
ing the church electric bill, said Au­
gust Napoli, who leads the Catholic 
Charities Corp. in Cleveland. 

And seminaries are little help, he 
added. They are almost silent on train­
ing students to help congregations 
speak frankly about worldly goods 
and their uses. 

This reluctance is peculiar, given 
the challenging stance of Christian­
ity's founder. Theologians note that 
Jesus had a lot to say about riches and 
poverty. 

Ronsvalle likes to quote the Book 
of Matthew in which Jesus observes 
that where one's treasure is, there -
one's heart will be. 

"We would suggest that it's the 

absence of a compelling vision that is 
contributing to these trends," Rons­
valle said. 'There is more theological 
relativism. People don't believe as 
unequivocally that they must spread 
the word of God." 

Independent Sector polls show 
people say they are giving less be­
cause they feel less financially secure 
than they did during the 1980s. 

.But Ronsvalle said the great mid­
dle-class anxiety- which helped fuel 
the Republican electoral sweep -in 
November- belies the affluence 
many actually enjoy. Americans, by­
nature, recoil from thinking of them­
selves as rich, and always can find 
someone who seems richer. 

Nevertheless, our homes are big­
ger, our cars more plentiful, even our 
bathrooms are shared Jess as house­
holds install more elaborate plumbing 
than at any time in American history. 

"There is a strong resistance for 
those of us in our society to come to 
terms with our own affluence," Rons.:: 
valle said. 

J 
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.NATION 
Latest polls:'tJfii,,ier ·naii:Cliiistians;attllfldingchlircfl 

Both the Barna Resear,cp Group >Bible during the \Ye.ek a_re b.1-1by found. Howeyer, belief in h~hven . 
and the Gallup 0Potthave l'eleci~ed • • busters, B<lOlafognq'. Only·2l per, • !.l,S a,· place where people: who bav.e 
theif'annual assessments of.key in- ... cent o.f busters read ;the Bible dtir: l~d good lives are eternally reward~. 
dica,tors in American religious be- ' ing the week; about half the rate of ed decreases in direct proportion to 
liefs. . .· , ,, reople 65 or older. > . . , • a person's level of education. .... , 
. Here are sor.ne highlight~ from ; s2 . . ■ Ohlyhalf the people who_!it- s Jlll·Nearly three~fourtbs . of 
bl)th organizatiqris' reports: ".; ·.,; tend a chµrch service on tbe w~ek: American ad.ults believe in hell, 
■ Fewer non-Christians are at- ·end also read the Bible during the ,Gallup iuso found. But very few 

tending church services, according week, Barna found . . ,... •• . who believe in hell think they will 
to Barna. Four years ago, ~3 per_;' ■ The\ number);of Cath?lics t;l}d up there. . . · . .... . • . 
cent of the peop\e attendirifchurch whose beµefs clearly ci~ssify,the:;rn ' ■ Nearly 80 percentpfAmeri:. 
services oil a given weekend were as "born-again" is· iiicreasing; Bar- can adults believe in miracles, Gal~. 
not born-again Christians. That ,na found. Among · Catholics;- 22 lupreported, while 12.percent do 
proportion has,,dropped to, 45 per- • percent describe holding to "t,orn- ,not/believe ·apd 1r percent aren't•\ 
cen\. • . • again" beliefs, which means 'they . sure. • •• • 
■ Although evangelicals get have "made a personal comrnit-·•. ■ 96 percent of American 

much media attention for tpeir po- • ·ment to Jesus Christ that is still im- adults say they believe in God or a . 
litical activity, Jhey represent only ., poitant todaf'. and b~lievetheyy,,i\l uniyersal spiijt, accordi~g to t.he 
,6 pe(cent oC the•All!erican adult • :go to heaven whegJfiey die. because . GallµpPolL Just 3 percent say they 
pqpul"'tion. This is a 50 pe.rc~nt de- :they have confessecl their sin~ and don'. t believe.in God. • • 
crease in magnitude since ·1992, -' "accepted Jesus Christ as Savior." ■ Only 65 percent of American 
Bania reported. . . .. , ... . ■ 90; percent, of_,, American , adµlts believe in the df?yil, Gallup 
■Those least likely tO'read the adults believe in lreaven, . Gallup alsq found. 

Convicted 
clinic killer 
now decries 
violence 

OLUSTEE, Fla. (ABP)-A man 
convicted of killing an abortion doc­
tor in 1993 says he no longer believes 
violence is an appropriate tool for 
people opposed to abortion. 

ACTS & FamilyNet 
will air Graham 
crusade 

"I used tu believe it was justifiable FORT WORTH, Texas 
ho~cide. I don't anrmo~e," Mich_ael (BP)-Billy Graham's 
Griffin told the Flonda T1mes-Umon worldwide crusade from 
Marc~ 1. . . San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

A J_ury conv1_cted Gnffin of ~atally using satellite technology 
shootmg David Gun9 outside a . 
Pensacola abortion clinic two years WIii be broadc~st ?Y 
ago. Although he maintains someone Souther~ Baptists ACTS 
else shot Gunn, Griffin is serving a and Fam,lyNet systems. 
life sentence at Baker Correctional ACTS IS the Southern 

BJ C 
■ ■ • Institution with no chance of release Baptist Radio & 

adopts statements on pollt1cs & prayer fo~~i~Iee~~-ffin•_sconviction,former ~:~~~j~~~i~i~:~~~~~t 
W ASHlNGTON (ABP)-Ameri- in the political process, but empha­

cans who promote their politics as sized that such involvement must be 
"Christian" ought to ensure their "po- done responsibly. 
litical methods measure up to that The statement urged Christians 
lofty label," the executive committee "to bring to the public square a full 
of a Baptist religious liberty agency measure of integrity that reflects the 
declared March 6. high standards of our faith, shunning 

The Baptist Joint Committee- a the hypocritical and immoral politics 
Washington, ,.D.C.~based age11cy , of m:rsonal .ge,stru~tio.n_aµ~ decep­
comprising 11 national Baptist bod- tion." • ' 
ies-encouraged "all rAmericans of - The stat'einentdeciiedsuch raotics1 

faith to play active and responsible as selling videos that level unfound­
roles in the-political process." ed charges against public officials, 

The BJC's religion and politics distributing deceptive voter guides 
statement said the constitutionally re- and exaggerating the effects of poli­
quired separation of church and state cy proposals in a way that unduly 
"does not mean the separation of God alarms citizens. 
and government nor the separation of "Such actions betray the high 
religion and politics." It reaffirmed principles of our faith and diminish • 
the constitutional right and biblical our nation's political ·process," the 
mandate for Christians to be involved statement declared. 

The statement was one of two numSter Pal!l ~Ill was sentence~ to is the Southern Baptist 
unanimously adopted by the BJC death ~or killmg another abortio~ broadcast television 
panel. The second statement reaf- doctor m Pensacola and John Salvi service. 
firmed the agency ' s long-standing ~as arrest_e~ on charg~s of murder- ACTS will carry the 
opposition to proposals to restore mg two chmc workers m Massachu- d M h 15 t 4 setts. crusa e arc a 
government-sponsored prayer to G 'ffi 33 . hi · pm March 16 and 17 public schools n m, , remams staunc y op- • •• 

"Our oppo~ition stems from the pose~ to a?ortion. During an hour- at 7 p.m. and _March 18 
convjction ,that

0

prayer, is a h~ly act l~mg mte1:'1~w, he referred !o abor- at 5 p.m. All times are 
that,ggy~~n~ ~~o~l<;lnotcoo!I'o~•~ ~- ti<;m pract1t10_ne~~ s_eve~al t1~~s as Ea~_tern Standard._ 
the statement said. ~•We reject.dit:: no~ . • p~op1e cwho kilf~~bies. and s_~d 9"? The _crusade wII~ be 
tion that government bureaucrats and will hold governm~ auth0n.ties ac- • transmitted to Fam1lyNet 
public school teachers, who may not countable for allowmg aborti~ns. · affiliates March ~ 4-17 at 
share our faith or any faith, ~hould be . Although pea:eful I?r<;>tes~ is, fine, 7 p.m. and March 18 at 
entrusted or saddled with our chil- v10lence at a~ort1on climes isn t the 5 II t· E t n 

answer he S•"d p.m., a ,mes as er 
dren's spiritual formation." .. ' "' • . Standard. 

Legislative proposals to restore My change of mmd has come Aff'I' d I 
fr d• th B'bl d • " 1 ,ates may e ay "voluntary" prayer are unnecessary om rea mg e 1 e an praymg, 

th t t t 'd b th us' he said. "I've had two years to think crusade broadcasts, so 
e s a emen sru , ecause e . . b . d 1 k b d , • h Id h k 

Supreme Court has ruled out only a_ out 1_t an oo at every o y s vIewe~s ~ ou c ec 
school-sponsored prayer. viewpomt. . local listings. 

Although his change of · heart 

CLC criticizes Gores over reception for gays ~~\::~~~~llr.;g:c::b~:i!~~::: 
• was listemng to tapes from the New 

WASHINGTON-The Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission 
has criticized Vice President Al Gore 
for holding a reception at his home for 
150 "homosexual activists." 

According to the CLC, which has 
become an ardent critic of the Clin­
ton-Gore administration, the March 3 
reception at the vice presidential resi­
dence was attended by 150 homosex­
ual activists. Most were members of 
the Human Rights Campaign Fund, 
the country's largest homosexual po-

liticiµ prganization, the CLC said. 
"The Clinton administration is 

looking for love in ali the wrong plac­
es," said Michael Whitehead, CLC 

• general counsel. "It seems oblivious 
to the mistakes of the past and to the 
message from conservative voters in 
the fall election. This could be a snap­
shot of a one-term presidency, out of 
touch with the moral mood of Amer­
ica.'' 

The vice president and his wife, 
Tipper, reportedly told those attend-

ing the reception they support the 
rights of all Americans to be free from 
discrimination. 

But Whitehead said this is an un­
neccessary right for homosexuals. 

"Obviously, homosexuals already 
enjoy equal opportunity under our 
Constitution and law," he said. "What 
they want is government-coerced le­
gitimacy, creating a legal and moral 
equivalency between sodomy and a 
person's race or gender. 

Based on a Baptist Press report 

Baptists urged to understand Nation of Islam 
SAN JUAN, P.R. (BP)-Southern 

Baptists must "do church" better than 
the Nation of Islam "does cult;'' said 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board's associate director of black 
church extension. 

"It's one of the fastest-growing 
cults in the African American com­
munity because it seems to meet a 
need that the young African Ameri­
can male is displaying," said Robert 
Wilson. 

. Wilson said a videotape and train­
ing book about the Nation of Islam 
will be available from the HMB in 
late summer. 

. Led by Louis Farrakhan, the Na-

tion of Islam is not an orthodox form 
of Islam, said Tal Davis, associate di- . 
rector of the HMB interfaith witness 
department. The Nation of Islam is 
not recognized by other Islamic 
groups in America or around the 
world, he said. Most black Americans 
who are Muslims are not involved in 
the Nation of Islam. 

Jerry Buckner, pastor of Tiberon 
Christian Fellowship in metro San: 
Francisco, said the Nation of Islam's 
appeal for unity, self-esteem and eco­
nomic opportunity attracts many 
black men. 

"They're doing a lot of effective 
things in the black community, eco-

nomically and socially," he said while 
addressing church-starting leaders 
during a leadership conference in late 
February. "They're doing a lot of 
things the church.should be doing.'' 

He noted that most of the Nation 
of Islam congregations are predomi­
nately male, in contrast to African 
American Baptist churches, which he 
said tend to be matriarchal. 

Buckner called the Nation oflslam 
the black equivalent to the Ku Klux 
Klan. 

"Reconciliation begins with com­
munication and being willing to say 
we're sorry, not only personally but 
corporately," Buckner said. 

Testament book of Romans in the 
prison chapel library. The verses 
spoke about • how Christians should 
submit to government authority be­
cause it is, instituted by God. 

Other abortion-clinic slayings 
also affected him, he said. 

"Mental anguish comes into play 
as I consider how a child would react 
when told a doctor had to die that he 

• may live," he said. 
Griffin said he mailed a statement 

• to anti-abortion groups March 1 ask­
ing that clinic violence and illegal 
trespassing stop . 

"I'm trying to keep some harm 
from other people. I'm trying to pre­
vent violence around the abortion in­
dustry." he said. 

The statement says, in part: "If we 
view this issue in its proper perspec­
tive, we will see that we ate under no 
obligation to forcibly rescue those 
offered for death by abortion. It is the 
members of the • governing authori- . 
ties who are accountable for the laws 
enacted and enforced. They are the .. 
ones who will stand judged on the 
day of reckoning .... . The attributes of 
love include .gentleness, meekness 
and a soft answer, all tempered with 
wisdom. · Love does not ijiclude vio-

. lence of any sort.'' 
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Electronic evangelists 
present gospel on-line 

"It's a Johnny 
Appleseed 

approach. You put 
out comments and 
answer questions, • 
but you may never 
see the harvest." 

Steve Brown of Highland 
Baptist Church in 

Louisville on computer 
evangelism 

LOUISVILLE (BP)- Jesus told 
those who believe in him to go and 
make disciples of ;;u1 nations- includ­
ing a new world popularly known as 
Cyberspace. 

But Christians who use their com­
puters to witness via high~tech bulle­
tin boards warn this mission frontier 
can be emotionally bruising. 

"Christians are getting more at­
tuned to computers, but I'm afraid 
Cyberspace has been the province of 
the irreligious and the irreverent for ' 
so long they have the upper hand," 
said Steve Brown, a member of High­
land Baptist Church in Louisville. 
"Unless you' re persistent and are pre­
pared to confront deep issues of the 
faith, it can be a scary world." 

"I have yet to see anyone come to 
the Lord," added Norm Miller of 
Southeastern B'aptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. He 
began sending gospel messages last 
summer over the America Online in­
formation network, but hasn't been as 
active lately. 

"Actually, it can get pretty dis­
couraging," said Miller, a member of 
West Oxford Baptist Church in Ox­
ford, N.C. ''Those who want to do this 
better be prepared for the worst. If 
you hang out in the lobbies (on-line 
discussion groups), the discussions 
drop to the gutter level or worse. It's 
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made me aware of how sick our soci­
ety is." 

Computer bulletin boards are a 
radically different world, agreed Jim 
Gallagher of Lewisville, Texas. 

Gallagher trusted Christ in the 
1960s during the Jesus movement and 
now has 25 years of ministry experi­
ence as a youth pastor, Christian 
school principal and officer of a Bible 
software company. •• • 

"I led a lot of people to the Lord 
on the streets 20 years ago," said Gal­
lagher, a telecommunications colum­
nist for Christian Computing Maga­
zine. "But in the modem world it 
doesn't work that way. Modem users 
are 'lurkers.' They wait to see what's 
there and they don't jump in if you 
try to witness. • 

"Mass witnessing never works. 
The only way is one-on-one. When 
you get people alone, they're not so 
bold. You need to get voice or direct 
contact. Get them isolated and 'talk' 
things out. If it's a smart punk, he'll 
usually back down." 

While on-line services like Prodi­
gy, CompuServe, America Online 
and the giant Internet generate most 
of the publicity, witnessing doesn't 
require monthly fees. Brown began 
his foray into electronic evangelism 
six years ago after dialing up the Lou­
isville Free Public Library's comput­
er bulletin board. He now calls three 
area systems. regularly and has a pass­
word on a dozen, all free of charge . 

Brown is a contract specialist with 
. the Army Corps of Engineers' district 

office, but he also is a graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. Although he didn't set out try­
ing to evangelize, he discovered his 
theological background came in 
handy during on-screen chats. 

"Eventually, no matter what the 
subject, it would come around to a re­
ligious, or anti-religious, statement," 
Brown explained. "I would say, 
'Have you considered that another 
viewpoint is true?' They would ask 
'Who are you to say that?' and I said, 
'I'm a graduate of Southern Seminary 
and an ordained Baptist minister.' 
Once I advertised that, I got all kinds 
of questions." 

However, it may be best not to 
start out talking about religion, he 
said. 

For example, Brown often gets in­
volved in discussions on law, politics 
and the Constitution. Starting slowly 
with any topic and building on that 
will often open doors, he said. 

Electronic witnessing also requires 
perseverance, Brown said. He invited 
one correspondent who had suffered 
a miscarriage to services at his 
church; the woman also attended a 
church picnic and a seminar. But just 
when she appeared ready to make a 
decision, she dropped out of sight and 
off the bulletin board. 

"It's a Johnny Appleseed ap­
proach," Brown said. "You put out 
comments and answer questions, but 

you may never see the harvest. I con­
sider it important that I'm part of the 
Cyberspace world. I can also talk to 
young Christians and encourage 
them. When a new caller calls up the 
bulletin board for the first time, three 
or four old-timers bombard him with 
things and can scare him away." 

Last Christmas, Miller decided to 
save a list of names from a discussion 
group's "lobby" in America Online. 
Then he composed a short message 
talking about the real meaning of 
Christmas and mass mailed it to that 
list. 

Although some people replied 
rudely, many non-Christians ex­
pressed interest in what he said. 
About half those who responded to 
the mailing were fellow believers 
who encouraged him to keep spread-

• ing the gospel, he said. • 
''This has served to challenge me 

to witness more and to recognize the 
needs of the lost," Miller said. 

Brown's computer experience has 
prepared him to be bolder about shar­
ing his faith at work. While opportu­
nities are limited to lunch hours and 
occasional chats, he wasn't as open 
five years ago. 

"For all the teaching and preach­
ing I like to do, I'm not as comfort­
able in one-on-one settings," he said. 
"In part through electronic communi­
cation, I've learned there's nothing to 
be afraid of. This has shown me I can 
do it anywhere, not just at the key­
board. If someone asks you a ques­
tion, it's because they honestly want 
to know." 

Electronic tract 
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She couldn't sleep until her friends heard about Jesus 
ELIZABETHTOWN- Gloria 

Maulden took her pastor's soul-win­
ning commitment sermon so serious­
ly she couldn't sleep until she helped 
a family hear about Jesus. 

Mauldin is a member of Franklin 
Crossroads Baptist Church, located 
about 20 miles west of Elizabethtown. 
She and others had spoken to this 
family before about Jesus. 

But after Pastor Ron Davis preached 
about witnessing Jan. 8, Maulden 

stayed up all night thinking about the 
unsaved family: a husband, wife, 
daughter, son-in-law and grandson. 

Mauldin called Davis at 6 a.m. 
Monday, eager to take him with her 
to visit the family. They arranged a 
visit later that evening. • 

This time, the five members of the 
family were ready to hear a gospel 
presentation. At the end, everyone 
knelt around the kitchen table and 
prayed to receive Christ as Savior. . 

"It was a glorious experience," 
said the pastor, who also serves as 
evangelism director for Severns Val­
ley Baptist Association. "It shows 
how God works in our lives when 
we'll let him. 

"Gloria and others had witnessed 
to them for years. That night was a 
miraculous thing. Somebody had 
planted seeds long before that. It was 
just harvest time." • 

Though they have attended serv-

ices at Franklin Crossroads, the fami­
ly lives on the east side of Elizabeth­
town, so Davis encouraged them to 
visit churches in their area. 

Still, the church has baptized eight 
people this year, although its 60 days 
of "Here's Hope" witnessing doesn't 
officially begin until its spring revival 
May 14-17. Davis decided to post­
pone the beginning of his church's 
"Here's Hope" campaign to allow for 
more preparation. 

Eastern Kentucky church offers 'Here's Hope' variations 
ASHLAND- Although Fairview 

Baptist Church only recently began its 
60 days of witnessing related to 
"Here's Hope. Share Jesus Now," the 
campaign saw a rousing start March 
5 when two people made public pro­
fessions of faith in Christ. 

Both converts were baptized last 
Sunday. 

"I think the fruit that came that 
Sunday is the result of past labort 
said Pastor Mike Rice. "But I think 
the fruit of our current efforts will be 

showing on down the line." 
Formerly associate pastor at near­

by Unity Baptist Church, Rice didn't 
arrive at Fairview until November. 

Since he didn't feel there was time 
to adequately prepare for the "Here's 
Hope" campaign in January, he de­
layed it. And he asked for commit­
ments to witness to someone at least 
once in a two-month period. 

More than 100 people, or about 
half the average Sunday attendance, 
promised to do that during March and 

April. . Their pastor said ·the different 
format appears to be more suited to 
his native region. 

"In Eastern Kentucky, there's a 
sense of commitment, and if there's a 
chance people can't or won't do it, 
they won'.t commit," he said. ''There 
seems to be more of a comfort level if 
they can share the gospel spontane­
ously. People seem a little more re­
laxed with that than the other." 

Still, some committed to share 
their faith 60 times in 60 days, and 

others at least once a week. That is an 
example of the evangelistic spirit at 
the church, which led Greeenup Bap­
tist Association last year with 41 bap­
tisms, he said. 

Ten members at Fairview and its 
new pastor also have taken the Con­
tinuous Witness Training course. 
That is giving the current campaign a 
boost, Rice added. 

Rice also credited his predecessor, 
Danny Moore. "I inherited the evan­
gelistic spirit here," Rice said. 

She likes a challenge, but how would she find 60 people? 

"HERE'S HOPE TODAY" 
is a joint effort of the 
Western Recorder and 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention evangelism 
office. This supplement 
will appear in the 
Recorder through the . 
end of March to support 
the "Here's Hope. Share 
Jesus Now" campaign. 
The supplement is 
produced by the 
Recorder staff and State 
Correspondent Ken 
Walker. If you have a 
"Here's Hope" success 
story to share, please tell 
us about it by calling 
(502) 244-6470. 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif. 
(BP)- As a self-described "Type A" 
personality, Linda Olson says, "When 
I commit to something, I do it or die." 

So when her pastor at First South­
ern Baptist Church of Fountain Val­
ley, Calif., asked members to partici­
pate in "Here' s Hope. Share Jesus 
Now," she hesitated. 

Olson likes a challenge, but she 
wasn't sure she could find 60 non­
Christians to witness to in 60 days. 

21. Look for a person at work 
who is not happy. Develop a friend­
ship with him or her. Share your 
source of happiness. 

22. Develop a personal tutoring 
ministry for children or students 
who need to learn • 

. After all, she moved to California 
from Phoenix less than a year ago; she 
hadn't even met all her neighbors yet. 

Then one of those neighbors invit­
ed Olson to a gourmet food show in 
her home. 

"I began talking about the First 
Place (nutrition and discipleship) pro~ 
gram at my church and how it had 
gotten me back to reading the Bible," 
Olson said. "All of a sudden every­
one in the entire room was looking at 

Share them with non-Christian 
friends who enjoy reading. 

ZI. Share a Christian book with 
a friend. Ask to hear his or her opin­
ion after reading it. 

28. Share a tape of one of your 
pastor's sermons 

English. Use the 
ministry for 
opportunities to 
share Christ. 

23. Rent the 
video "Jesus of 

20 MORE IDEAS 
FOR SHARING 
YOUR FAITH 

with a friend or 
neighbor. Use this 
as an opportunity to 
shar~ the plan of 
salvation. 

Nazareth" and invite a group of in­
ternationals to view the film with 
you. Explain how they can receive 
Christ as Savior. 

24. Call someone who has re­
ceived discouraging news lately. 
Share that God loves them and is 
sufficient for all their needs. Include 
a personal testimony of how God 
sustained you in your hour of need. 

25. When you notice a stranger 
reading a newspaper, offer a gospel 
booklet and say, "Excuse me, would 
you like to read some good news?" 

26. Cross-stitch attractive book 
markers with a gospel message. 

29. Include a 
gospel tract and a. note of apprecia­
tion along with a brief personal tes­
timony when you mail your month~ 
ly utility payments. 

30. Make a visit to new parents. 
Take a copy of "Parent Life" (avail­
able from the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board) to share with 
them. Leave a note sharing your joy 
and Psalm 127:3. 

31. Wear a "Power B_and." Share 
the meaning of each colored bead 
with a lost friend. 

_ 32. Do something special for 
someone you work with. Tell him or 
her you enjoy helping others be-

t ·•·+ 

me." 
Olson continued to share her faith. 
"The Lord said, 'I provided you 

with 30 people. All you had to do was 
talk.'" Afterward, Olson signed up for 
"Here's Hope. Share Jesus Now." 

Olson found opportunities to share 
Christ with the clerk at the grocery 
store, co-workers when she serves as 
a substitute teacher, other parents at 
her daughter' s volleyball games, 
members of their bowling league and 

cause this is one way you share 
Christ's love. 

33. Send a friend a Valentine 
card and a gospel tract sharing about 
God's love. 

34. Take a walk with your grand­
child and tell him or her about when 
you trusted in Christ. 

35. When your children invite 
friends to a sleep-over, use the fam­
ily devotion time to share John 3:16. 

36. Take food to a new neighbor. 
Include a note of welcome and a fa­

. vorite Bible verse. 
37. Host a birthday party for a 

family member, inviting friends and 
neighbors. Tell the group about your 
spiritual birthday. 

38. Write a letter to a lost rela­
tive. Share what Christ means to 
you. 

39. Host a dinner party or picnic 
for neighbors. Talk about relation­
ships, including your relationship 
with Jesus. 

40. Write a letter to your physi­
cian, with thanks for his or her care. 
Include an acknowledgement of the 
Great Physician: 

people in th.e medical commu•nity_be­
cause her husband is a doctor. 

"I thought I would have to manu­
facture the experience," Olson said, 
"but the Holy Spirit goes before you. 
He just knocks .on the door and says, 
'Excuse me. It's time."' 

• No one Olson shared Christ with 
made a profession of faith- yet. But 
she said she will continue to follow 
the Holy Spirit's leadership and pray 
for people to become Christians. 

Worshippers witne~ed to all 
ORLANDO, Fla. (BP)-Southern Baptist Convention 

President Jim Henry let members of his congregation 
preach to each other Feb. 26. 

To kick off their participation in "Here'.s Hope. Share 
Jesus Now," people attending First Baptist Church of 
Orlando, Fla., were given gospel tracts with their bulletins 
that morning. 

During the sermon, Henry asked everyone to read the 
tract to the person sitting next to them. They used the 
Home Mission Board's tract designed as a road map to lead 
a person from points of despair and hopeless to abundant 
and eternal life with Jesus Christ. 

One church member said he overhead two young men 
sitting in front of him say, "I didn't know that," and ,iThat's 
really neat," as the tract was read. One of the young men 
made a profession of faith in Christ during the seNice. 

Church members thought the experience was 
"fabulous," said Bill Mitchell, minister of evangelism and 
missions. "Most of them said they didn't realize it could be 
so simple" to present the gospel. 

The church is conducting its 60 days of personal 
witnessing emphasis from March 5 to May 6, followed by a 
four-day revival. The convention-wide simultaneous • 
witnessing effort was Jan. 9 to March 9, but Home Mission 
Board evangelism leaders have urged churches to plan a 
personal witnessing thrust that fits their schedule. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 14, 1995 9 



Observers of what 
appears to be 

spiritual 
awakening on the 

Howard Payne 
University campus 

already have 
compared the 

atmosphere of 
revival there to 

"another Asbury." 

Editor's note: A new 30-
minute video, "When 

God Comes," recently 
was released on the 25th 

anniversary of the 
Asbury revival, Copies 
are available from the 

Francis Asbury Society 
for $17.95 plus tax and 

shipping. Call (800) 530-
5673. 

REVIVAL 
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'Movement of God' sweeps West Texas churches 
By Ken Camp 
Texas Baptist Convention 

BROWNWOOD, Texas (BP)­
Something unusual started in Brown­
wood, Texas, on Jan. 22. Participants 
s·ay it's "the activity of God." 

The 8:30 a.m. worship service at 
Coggin A venue Baptist Church be­
gan typically enough that day-"pret­
ty dead," according to Pastor John 
Avant. But when the invitation to 
commitment was extended, a Howard 
Payne University student, Chris 
Robeson, asked to share a public tes­
timony. 

"He cried. He read from the Book 
of Joel. He shared his burden. And 
people just started streaming down 
the.aisles. Half the people in that ser­
vice never made it to Sunday school. 
They stayed on their knees at the al­
tar," Avant said. 

Keith Clark, vice president at a 
Brownwood bank and a member of 
the church, said, "I didn't even know 
the Holy Spirit moved at 8:30 in the 
morning. I've never experienced any­
thing like it. There was weeping and 
confessing of sin. It was a mighty 
movement of God." 

The 11 a.m. worship service at 
Coggin A venue Church started with 
an invitation to pray at the altar. And 
at the evening worship service, the 
sanctuary was packed. When the in-

• "._itation·,w:as given,; 22-people ,came 
forward to make professions i.'>rfaith • 
or to express a calling into vocational 
Christian service. 

That same day, at Brownwood's 
Rocky Creek Baptist Church, Pastor 
Mark Bryant challenged his people to 
make a commitment to "live outside 
the lines." Church members lined the 

front pews to pray that morning, and God in song and shared their testimo- sprung up on campus as Christian stu­
the response continued into the nies. Students then starting schedul- dents pledge to support each other in 
evening worship services and for two ing all-night prayer meetings. prayer and hold each other responsi­
or three weeks afterward. A couple of weeks later, Henry ble to keeping commitments to Christ. 

Also on Jan. 22, about 25 miles Blackaby, a Southern Baptist author- New Bible study groups have started 
west of Brownwood in a · one-day ity on prayer and spiritual awakening, in dormitories. Tensions between dif­
evangelistic "harvest" service at First visited the campus to speak during ferent racial groups reportedly have 
Baptist Church of Santa Anna, 41 five evening worship services. On eased. 
people made public commitments to Tuesday of that week, more than 600 "I would say this has taken many 
Christ, including 21 professions of people came to the service, which of us to a higher plane in our prayer 
faith. The church averages about 100 lasted untill 1 p.m. as student leaders life and our Christian walk," New­
in Sunday school attendance, accord- came to the platform to confess pub- bury said. "In general, there has been 
ing to Pastor Waide Messer. licly their secret sins. About 200 an upsurge of prayer and service, and 

Avant, the pastor at stayed afterward to continue praying. interest in spiritual matters has 
Coggin A venue, said "Once we saw the Spirit move, we stepped up several notches." 
he later heard about didn' t want to leave," said Andrea Among the Texas churches report-
another church that ...-----... Cullins, a junior from ing renewal, the "Experiencing God" 
had spent the whole ""N'" League City, Texas. study course appears to be a common. 
worship service that 4'ifj.!J0/ Three Howard background factor. The course, co-

day prayi~g for other R • .. 'ii·. .•.~ .·.• .. •. ;· Payne stude~ts spoke authored by . Black3:by, emphasi~ed 
churches m the area. ev11ik~* .' .. 'J' atanevangehsmclass small-group mterac~1on and le~ng 

"I don't know • It .. ; ' at Southwestern Bap- to see where God 1s at work m the 
why it's happening '; •• i' !b · tist Theological Sem- world and get on board. 
at this particular time R Mb I+: ·wl;I inary in Fort Worth, About 300 members of Coggin 
and place. Brown- ·, . . 'iw Texas, on Feb. 2&· to Avenue church completed the study. 
wo~d is a good place en"' t·~2 report on "_the activity Of the active members at First Baptist 
to hve and all that, \;:tQ@,lf of God" m Brown- of Santa Anna, roughly half enrolled 
but there's nothing ___________ wood. Other students in "Experiencing God" and more than 
special about it that I have spoken at Hous- one-third completed it. At Rocky 
can think of, except maybe for ton Baptist University and Samford Creek Church, more than two-thirds 
Howard Payne," said Clark, the bank- University, Birmingham, Ala., and of the adult members signed up for 
er from Coggin A venue. many have been invited to testify in the course, an<;l nearly 90 percent of 

In fact, observers of what appears services at their hometown churches. those completed it. 
to be spiritual awakening on the Avant, the pastor at Coggin Ave- "I thought God would do some­
Howard Payne University campus al- nue, preached in a March 1 South- thing in our church right after our peo­
ready have compared the atmosphere western Seminary chapel service, pie went through 'Experiencing God,' 
of revival there -to . :•ano.th~cAs- .. which, lik~wist;: resulted in a ,nro- .. b.ut it·ditln't happen .then. God was 
bury"- a spontaiieoils I sp'iriti.ial -• lorlggd.perioo' orprayer 'and' ·cohfes- Jl! iWeparirig lu's•'fot \v1iah"'l'fapj:fehlhg 
movement in the 1970s that started on sion. now," Avant said. 
the Wilmore, Ky., campus of Asbury Southwestern President Ken . "He is m_aking our people .more 
College and spread to many c9lleges Hemphill described the activity, as "a ~· available and open, A'nd 'Expenenc­
throughout the United States. genuine moving of God and the be- ing God' probably kept some of our 

At Howard Payne, renewal ginning of authentic spiritual revival." folks from having coronaries at the 
seemed to begin at a "celebration" Meanwhile, back . at Howard . thought of three-~our .. se~vice~ and 
service Jan. 26 as students praised Payne, "accountability groups" have one-and-a-half-hour invitations." 

Revival ignites state BSUs 
Continued from page 1 
"You have two kinds of revival, the 
explosive kind and the more subtle. 
I'll choose the slow, steady kind any 
time." 

As for outreach, last fall the More­
head students launched "lunch en­
counters"-where Christians sit with 
strangers in the cafeteria in an effort 
to share the gospel. 

Besides testimonies of other life- . 
changing decisions that have filtered 
into Parr's offict;, he sees an eager­
ness for spiritual growth among stu­
dent discipleship leaders. 'The soil is 
ready, and when God speaks, the seed 
is ready to grow," he said. 

It's difficult to know how many 
students have made professions. of 
faith because they don't record those 
decisions at the BSU, he said. 
'They're making professions of faith 
at church and to each other. I hear 
about some, but I can't help but be­
lieve there's a lot more. With some of 
these things the seeds are planted and 
the harvest comes later." 

At Murray State, Inman is equally 
excited about what he sees. 

"What' s been fun about this is it's 
so spontaneous," he said. "The way 
it's going, I couldn't have planned 

. this. I haven' t seen God move like this 
in 1 J years of campus ministry." 

Inman said he saw God working 
after he prayed over Christmas break 

about several_ students who had "got­
ten off track." In January, each one 
came to him to relate personal times 
of repentance during the holidays. 

Meanwhile, because of what hap­
pened on the Morehead campus, Parr . 
forwarded the A~bury video to Scott 
Michaels, a BSU intern at Murray 
who graduated from Morehead. 

Approximately 130 students at­
tended a showing of the film at Mur­
ray State. Again, God's spirit came 
forth in a mighty way, Inman said. 

· Two women professed faith in 
Jesus Christ after the film. 

A man who saw the video stood to 
say, "I can't believe I'm saying any­
thing; I've been away from the Lord 

• for _so long ... " and broke into tears. 
After counseling with Inman, the man 
recommitted his life to God. 

Inman said it's hard to predict how 
far this revival will travel, since 66 
students currently have traveled to 
Utah, Idaho, South Carolina and Tex­
as for spring break mission trips. 

"I know I'm just scratching the 
surface," Inman said of the 20 recom­
mitments and three professions of 
faith he has counted lately. "We' ve 
had students going into residence 
halls and taking advantage of witness­
ing opportunities there. 

'This shows the power of prayer. 
There's a lot of answers to prayer go­
ing on all over the place." 

•vvbrces0 

: ''Toronto 

Eapiistdi 
t ;<::ongrega.~9n i 

.:-:<-:'" 

,that we &re6ften 
acknowledge · that. 

~ciesn't originate in Nash­
or Atlanta and which doesn 't 
the SBC logo," he said. 

Based on Religion News Service 
and Baptist Press reports 
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Alliance calls for Jewis_h dialogue, not conversion 
VIENNA, Va. (ABP)-Renounc­

ing "a past and present among Bap­
tists that is complicit in perpetuating 
negative stereotypes and myths" 
about Jewish people, the Alliance of 
Baptists has adopted a statement urg­
ing Baptists to seek dialogue with 
Jews instead of conversion. 

The statement, adopted March 4 
at the Alliance's annual convocation 
in Vienna, Va., and recited the next 
day in a program at the United States 
Holocaust Museum in Washington, 
D.C. 

The statement confesses •~sins 
against the Jewish people," including 
"complicity," "silence," and "inter­
preting our sacred writings in such a 
way that we have created enemies of 
the Jewish people." 

It also confesses "indifference and 
inaction to the horrors of the Holo­
caust." 

And the statement expresses 
"hope for reconciliation between 
Christians and Jews." 

The statement calls on all Baptists 
to: 

I Affirm "the teaching of the 
Christian Scriptures that God has not 
rejected the community of Israel, 
God's covenant people." 

I Renounce interpretations of the 
Bible that "foster religious stereotyp­
ing and prejudice" against Jews. 

I Seek "genuine dialogue with the 
broader Jewish community" that is 
"built on mutual respect and the in­
tegrity of each other's faith." 

I Oppose "all expressions of anti­
Semitism." 

I Educate "ourselves and others 
on the history of Jewish-Christian re­
lations from the first century to the 
present, so as to understand our 
present by learning from our past." 

The statement, drafted by David 
Yeager, pastor of College Parkway 
Baptist Church in Arnold, Md., un­
derwent considerable editorial revi­
sion by the Alliance's board of direc­
tors before being adopted without 
opposition during the convocation's 
business session. 

The statement . also criticizes 
Christian thought that "views the 
Jewish people and Jewish nation­
hood merely as pieces in an eschato­
logical chess game," values "conver­
sion over dialogue, invective over 
understanding and prejudice over 
knowledge," and "does not acknowl­
edge the vibrancy, vitality and effi­
cacy of the Jewish faith." 

Yeager told Alliance members the • 
statement "calls upon all Baptists to 
join with this group to affirm a more 
. positive and uplifting attitude toward 
our Jewish sisters and brothers." 

Stan Hastey, executive director of 
the Alliance, said the statement on 
Jewish-Christian relations embodies 
the organization's covenant principle 
of "steadfast support of religious 
freedom for all people." • • 

The Alliance was organized in 
1986 as the Southern Baptist Alli­
ance around principles progressive 
Southern Baptists said were being 
eroded under conservative leadership 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
In 1992, the organization changed its 
name to Alliance of Baptists, sym­
bolizing that the membership no 
longer wanted to be identified with 
the SBC. 

With 121 member churches, the 
Alliance is dwarfed by the newer Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship, anoth- • 
er moderate group with a more mid­
dle-of-the-road image than the more 
liberal Alliance. 

Southwestern drops plans to appeal probation ruling 
FORT WORTH; Texas (ABP)- prompted ATS censure. 

• Southwestern Baptist Theological "A lengthy appeal process would 
Seminary has dropped its appeal of consume energy and resources that 
the probation imposed by the Associ- could best be spent on the building of 
ation of Theological Schools. ~- the seminary for the glory of God," 

"Our decision was based largely ~ emphill said. 
on our desire to move positively fo- • "-- ~TS, the seminary's lead accred­
ward the future .rather than to dwell in iting agency, placed Southwestern on 
the past," President Ken Hemphill a two-year probation in January, cit­
said March 10, one year and a day af- ing violations of procedures by the 
ter trustees fired seminary president school's trustee~when they fired Dil­
Russell Dilday, the action that day March 9, 199, as well as con-

tinuing concerns about academic free­
dom at the Fort Worth, Texas, school. 

Hemphill, who was elected to suc­
ceed Dilday last July, emphasized that 
"the decision not to appeal does not 
mean that we agree with the decision 
of ATS to place Southwestern on pro­
bation, but it does mean that we are 
united in our conviction that we can 
work quickly and constructively 
through probation." • 

As to the seminary's ·change of 

heart, Hemphill said, "We originally 
registered our right to appeal before 
the deadline so that all options re-
mained open to Southwestern." • 

Members of Southwestern' s theol­
ogy faculty passed a resolution Feb. 
-14 complaining that they were not 
consulted about the decision to ap­
peal. Hemphill later told them no fi­
nal decision had been n_iade and he 
was inclined not to pursue the appeal, 
accordin~ to faculty members. 

Chapman calls for united focus between SBC & evangelicals 
LOUISVILLE (BP)-For the sake 

of revival, Southern Baptists and oth­
er evangelicals need to focus on the 
common threads that bind them to­
gether, Morris Chapman, president of 
the SBC Executive Committee, told 
the National Association of Evangeli­
cals March 5 . 

., Speaking at the organization's an­
nual meeting in L~misville, Chapman 
noted Southern.Baptists andtheNAE 

.J· ., '• r •- • • 

rnBaptist ,c ... 
ig;isav&ilabl( 
![ Of fllflSSerig 
:Sion: For a r, 

·: .', .• ---· 

do have differences. "Nevertheless, 
we both believe in the virgin birth, the 
sinless life, the atoning death, the 
bodily resurrection and the coming 
again of Jesus. With these convictions 
in common, we can work together at 
getting the word out to an unsaved 
world," he said. 

This witness should propel South­
ern Baptists _and all evangelicals into 
the world, where "we can tell it and 
;·· •· • ' -

tell it and tell it until we've gone to 
see Jesus face-to-face," he said. • 

"This country will be shaken when 
believers' ... hearts melt into a white 
heat of flame full of passion for our 
Lor Jesus Christ," Chapman said. 
"Rev al will come when the desires 
of our o n hearts are submerged into 
the desire of God." 

He said~enominations and the 
evangeli~al mo~ement will fail if they 

~ 

forget their reason for ex1sting is to 
assist the local church. ' !he Lord 
Jesus Christ did not die for tlie South­
ern Baptist Convention. The Lord 
Jesus Christ did not die for the Na­
tional Association of Evangelicals. 
The Lord Jesus Christ died for the 
church, and our denominations will ·, . 
become dinosaurs unless they consist 
of churches built upon one founda­
tion: our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The statement · 
criticizes Christian 
thought that values 
"conversion over 
dialogue, invective 
over understanding 
and prejudice over 
knowledge. ,i 
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.Baptist workers see progress in Turkey 
NICOSIA, Cyprus (BP)- God is 

moving in Turkey and increasing 
numbers of people are becoming 
Christians, according to a Southern 
Baptist worker assigned there. 

"The work is very encouraging, 
and the Lord is doing some wonder­
ful things," said the worker, who 
asked not to be identified for securi­
ty reasons. 

Turkey, now called "Turkiye," is 
99 percent Muslim and has strongly 
resisted missionary presence and es­
tablishment of Christian churches. 
Conversion of Muslims to Christian­
ity also has been strongly opposed. 

The Southern Baptist worker esti­
mated he's one of at least 400 Chris­
tian workers in the country, a pres­
ence equal to the estimated number 
of baptized believers there. As many 
as 2,000 people may attend Bible 
studies or worship services, he said. 

Small congregations have been 
established in all of Turkey's major 
cities, most with no denominational 
labels, the worker said. 

The baptism of 27 new believers 
in one service in 1994 startlingly re­
vealed how much God is at wor~ in 
Turkey, he continued. "That was 
possibly the biggest baptismal ser­
vice here since Paul preached at 
Ephesus." That New Testament pity 
is located in what is now western 
Turkey. 

Only two Christian groups have 
their own buildings in which to meet. 
When the second group acquired a 
meeting place recently, it was con­
sidered a major victory. 

Such gains are taking place 
against a background of cycles of re­
pression by local government and 
Muslim leaders. Turkey' s constitu­
tion guarantees freedom of religion, 
but local authorities often bow to 
pressure from influential Muslim 
clerics dedicated to the elimination of 
Christianity. 

Church Buses 
New& Used 

(We take trade-ins) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
( 12- to_ 3 7-passenger) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 370-6180 
1 (615) 371 -6180 

Here is a corrected list of churches omitted from the Top • 
100 Churches in Total Baptisms and Per Capita Baptisms 

Church 
Hillvue Heights 
• Rose Hill Missionary 
Liberty 
Macedonia 
Pellville • 

Church 
Friendship . 

Pastor 
Steve Ayers 
Michael Routt 
David Jones 
Ross Bauscher 
Robert Petersen 

Pastor 
• George M. Craig 

Assn. Baptisms Rank 
Warren 
Greenup 

. Laurel River 
Daviess-McLean 
Blackford 

54 13 
53 14 
37 39 
35 44 
24 95 

Assn. Per Capita Rank 
Blackford 20 68 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, some omissions regrettably 
were made. Thanks for your understanding. 
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Turkey is at a crossroads in its fu­
ture, some Christian workers say. Its 
government leaders have been mov­
ing the nation toward a secular soci­
ety in recent decades, and Turkey's 
military forces are generally pro­
Western in outlook. 

At the same time nationalism and 
militant Islam are on the rise and 
threaten to move Turkey toward· an 
Iran-style government run by Islam­
ic teachings. Several major cities 
now have militant Muslim mayors. 

Christians brought to trial in Tur­
key for converting from Islam are 
eventually freed by higher courts that 
adhere more stringently to national 
laws. 

But the Christians often undergo 
lengthy persecution- and sometimes 
torture and time in jail- before ulti­
mately being freed. 

. In Istanbul the post office was 
holding up mail thought to be Chris­
tian. A Christian group took the is­
sue to court and won the case when it 
was proved such mail tampering was 
illegal. 

"Losing A Child" 
He"tp for hurting parents 

By Dr. Glenn Mollette 
Send $6.95 to: 

Helpers-in Ministries, P.O. Box 478, 
Newburgh, IN 47629 

"Of course it still happens," the 
Southern Baptist worker said. 
, An intensive anti-Christian media 

campaign in one city during the past 
year has left Christians fearful of per -
secution. One man who had claimed 
to become a Christian later an­
nounced he was returning to Islam 
and charged Christian churches with 
winning converts by offering money 
and jobs. He gave authorities lists of 
members and Christian workers, 
which also were published. 

Ironically, a television expose 
against Christians repeatedly showed 
the mailing address for a Bible cor­
respondence course. "That was the 
best publicity we've had for the 
course," said the worker. 

The Christian worker issued a call 
for prayer support from Southern 
Baptists for the safety of Christians 
in Turkey and for more of the re­
sponse they have begun seeing. 

"We can work here, but we must 
be careful," he said. "No government 
can stop the prayer of committed 
Christians." 

ATLANTA SBC CONVENTION 
Hotel Packages with shuttle service 

Discount Airfares and car rentals 
"FOOTSTEPS of JESUS" TOURS 

ALASKA CRUISE: JULY 19-26 
CHINA & HONG KONG .. March 1996 

CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS 
1-800-972-8952 

Need help 
ministering to 
someone facing 
an unplanned 
pregnancy? 

Some of the best 
advice you may be able 
to give is to call First Step. 
Whether the birth parent 
is planning to parent _the 
child or is considering adoption, First Step can 
help with confidential counseling and 
compassionate assistance. 

Call toll-free! 1-800-928-5242 
(In Louisville, dial 568-9117) 

First Step 
Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption Service 

• A service of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 

.. 
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Church linked to secret police. 
BERLIN (RNS)- The German 

federal agency investigating the activ­
ities of former East Germany's do­
mestic secret service, Stasi, has re­
leased new details about the infiltra­
tion of Protestant and Catholic · 
churches by Stasi informers. 

According to Clemens V ollnhals, 
specialist for state-church affairs in 
Germany, 156 church officials kept 
secret contacts with the Berlin head­
quarters of the "Ministerium fr Staats­
sicherheit" in the late 1980s. Eighty­
six of them held leading positions, 38 
were citizens of West Germany, and 
32 agreed to spy on fellow church 
personnel. 

Further, the 15 regional Stasi of­
fices established secret contacts with 
300 to 500 Christian informers, cler­
ics and laypeople in minor positions. 

The Protestant Church of Germa­
ny is a centralized organization, and 
the German government did not iden­
tify the Protestant denominations in­
volved in the Stasi activity. 

The data show that the Stasi was 
"informed in great detail about the in­
ternal affairs of the churches and the 
debates in its leading circles," accord­
ing to Vollnhals. 

Still, he said, less than 1 percent of 
the 110,800 domestic informers reg­
istered in the Stasi files and working 

for the communist service were 
church employees or church repre­
sentatives. 

Church surveillance was "an im­
portant sphere of Stasi activity, but 
nevertheless one of minor relevance," 
V ollnhals said. 

For the churches, learning of the 
betrayals within their ranks has been 
a painful experience, and the expo­
sure has severely damaged their pub­
lic credibility: 

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989, an intense analysis has occurred 
over the church's role under the com­
munist regime. Special research com­
mittees have been established to un­
earth the names of. former Stasi in­
formers. 

Two percent to 5 percent of all 
pastoral workers passed internal in- • 
formation to the Stasi, according to 
church estimates. 

Although the entire dimension of 
guilt and responsibility is far from 
clear, many church cases have been 
resolved and the people involved as­
sessed disciplinary penalties. 

Most of the files of high ranking 
church informers, however, · are no 
longer available. They -were de­
stroyed by Stasi officials within two 
months of the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall in November 1989. 
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PEOPLE 
I 

KENTUCKY KERNELS Mountains to 
the Mississippi 

Volunteers sought.for Crossover Atlanta events 
A 1994 survey of 52;000 
students from 420 public 

and private secondary 
schools nationwide· 
found 25 percent of 
eighth-graders have 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

ATLANTA (BP)-With Cross­
over Atlanta three months away, or­
ganizers are praying for 1,000 out­
of-town volunteers and 1,000 people 
to make professions of faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

used illegal drugs at least 
once. Almost 40 percent 

of 10th graders and 
nearly 50 percent of high 

school seniors have 
used drugs. 

■ BOWLING GREEN-Warren 
and Joyce Bratcher are serving as 
volunteer youth directors at Burton 
Memorial Church.· 

Crossover is the evangelism em­
phasis preceding the Southern Bap­
tist Convention annual meeting. Last 
year, 811 people made professions of 
faith during crossover activities in 
Orlando, Fla. 

■ EDDYVILLE-First Church 
called Penny Akers as minister of 
music. Also, David Akers was called 
as minister of youth. 

Source: SBC Christian 
Life Commission 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Valley 
Creek Church celebrates its first Sun­
day in a new worship center March 
19. The public is invited. Call (502) 
737-9282 for more information. 

This year, volunteers are needed 
to help with block parties, street 
evangelism and door-to-door wit­
nessing, said Don Smith, associate 

■ LONDON-First Church or-
dained Mark Sickling to the gospel 
ministry Feb. 19. He is now minister _ 
of education and activities at First FOR SALE: Broadcast television 
Church in Sylvester, Ga. Also, Katy equipment, VCRs, switchers, etc. 
Rinehart was called as interim youth Contact Bill Williams, High view 
minister. BaptistChurch, (502) 239-7711 . 
■ LOUISVILLE-Lyndon Church NEEDED: Full-time church sec-
called Janie Benjamin as minister of retary~ variety of duties. Contact Au­
music March 5. She is a student at dubon Baptist Church, (502) 635-
Southem Seminary. 6750. 

Woodland Church will celebrate WANTED: Bivocational minister 
its 30th anniversary at noon March of youth and evangelism; 23-25 hours 
19, beginning with a potluck meal. per week. Live within reasonable 
Former Pastor Marshall Phillips, commute. Resumes to: Rev. Doug 
along with the history committee and Bunch, Trinity Southern Baptist 
other members, will share some of Church, 309 E. Shelby St., Falmouth, 
Woodland's past. Church members KY 41040. Phone (606) 654-2681. 
and friends are invited. WANTED: Newspaper reader/ 
■ OWENTON-First Church called cutter. Looking for a challenge? Call. 
Mark Webb as minister of youth. us! No previou~ _experience nee.es-

• Also, Dav.id .Barker was ordained as , , -:S~- Applic~ i;~qitii;e_d, to have,. gR()d. 
deacon. reading and memory retention skills. 

Good ground: Part Ill 
The last two stories have been about two 

young people who came to us with a variety of 
problems, both at home and at school. This story 
is about a young person who did not have those 
problems, but did have some serious obstacles to 
overcome. 

Remember, these stories are about seniors who 
will graduate in May. Some of these students have 
been here since the sixth grade, while others have 
come to us during their high school years. 

This young person came to us three years ago; 
This youth was not an American citi­
zen but was here in Kentucky with par­
ents who were migrant workers. This -
youth had lost both legs in a train acci­
dent here in Kentucky. The migrant 
family was not able to provide medi­
cal care and could not afford to stay in 
one area very long. They had to be on 
the move in order to keep up with the 
harvesting season. 

A family in the community took 
. this young person into their home. Af­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

gram, most of the equipment is maintained and 
repaired by our students. Before long, we had a 
very good repairman. Little by little, many other 
broken items were brought to this youth for re-
pair. I 

I remember many days during the winter 
months when there was snow or ice on the 
ground. Most boys and girls will accept any ex­
cuse to get out of work. The sight of snow or ice 
on the ground was a good enough reason for 
many to avoid working. I do not know how many 

times I would look up the hill to see 
this young person coming to work, the 
limp obvious. Never one time during 
the past three winters was a request 
made to not come to work. The repair 
area was up a flight of stairs, but again, 
never any cpmpl~ts about having to 
climb the stairs. • 

• we were told that this youth loved 
to work, and we saw evidence of that 
many times. 

Learning has been\ a real struggle. 
ter much medical_ care, artificial legs W.F. Underwood 
were fitted, and this young person had • 

Because of missing so, much school­
ing when younger, much ground had 

.. a new outlook on life. • 
This youth had only gone through the third 

grade in his/her native country. There was a real 
interest in learning, so the decision was made to 
come to Oneida. This young person, not so young . 
now, was 20 years old. • 

The student was unable to pay any school fees, 
so we awarded a full scholarship. This person was 
a Christian and had a very good attitude about 
nearly everything. 

Because of the injury, many of the activities 
we offer were not practical. There was, however, 
a great interest in the work program. One of this 
individual's first responsibilities was to learn to 
repair vacuum cleaners. As part of our work pro-

to be made up. Many hours were spent 
after bedcheck reading and studying by the light 
in the hallway. One of our teachers volunteered 
to spent three to four hours, five or six nights a 
week, tutoring. All of the grades have not been 
good, but with patience and determination, the di­
ploma is just weeks away! 

This young person. has been a blessing to us in 
many ways. Watching this student has been a 
constant reminder to all of us about the blessings 
of health. I hope your investment in this life is a 
blessing to you also! 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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director of evangelism for the Geor­
gia Baptist Convention. 

"We're trying to recruit as many 
volunteers from as many places as 
will come," Smith said. Volunteers 
are not required to have spedal skills 
or training, he added. A training ses­
sion is scheduled for Friday, June 16, 
before the one-day Crossover Atlan­
ta thrust June 17. 

Individuals or groups with special 
interests or skills, however, will be 
assigned to local churches with those 
needs. 

More than 20 churches have 
agreed to host evangelistic block par-

CLASSIFIED ADS 

ties, Smith said. 
Street evangelism uses Christian 

artists, such as mimes and puppet 
groups, to attract pedestrians in high­
traffic areas. Individuals are trained 
to share their faith with people who 
gather for the performances. 

Door-to-door witnessing involves 
going to homes to ask residents about 
their relationships with Jesus Christ. 

For more information about 
Crossover Atlanta, contact the evan­
gelism department of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention at 2930 Flowers 
Road South, Atlanta, Ga. 30341-
5562 or (404) 936-5233. 

Position involves reading, coding and SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
clipping Kentucky publications for Hopkinsville, accepting resumes for 
clients; also includes assistance in of- full-time minister of youth and activi­
fice with assorted tasks. Permanent, ties. Mail to FBC, 1400 S. Main St., 
part-time employment; 3 or 4 day Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Min­
week; hours (days only) and days (M- ister of Youth and Activities Search 
F only) negotiable, within our means; Committee. 
3- to 6-month training period; on pro- SEEKING: Interim or part-time 
bation until fully trained. Request minister of youth. If interested, send 
commitment to long-term employ- resume to FBC, 200 S. Lincoln Blvd., 
ment. Start as .cutter at $4.25/hr.; Hodgenville, KY 42748-1414,'or call 
$4.50/hr. upon completion of train- (502) 358-3910, or after 5 p.m. 358-
ing. Call (502) 339-7311 anytime- 3746 or 737-4657. 
leave name/number on answering RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, • 
machine if office is closed. exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 

FOR SALE: Solid oak church Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
pews: Fourteen 15'6" $150 each; ming l)nd campground. Year-round 
eight_9'. & 10' $125,e_a,ch; ,or all fQr ;'.;,,~hri~tifllJ ,fl\.,n ;,1.Ji; , ' . ,1 ,ri ,·., 

,·$2;7QO, Call {504}.,53~,~13+))r (5Q2)t ,,fl,_; fn ,,('1 1. ,- 1 rn -; ,,.? ,,, ,. .,., , ,· t '··• 
538-3432. • I •• • , • ' 

Pumping iron to share Christ 
"I would like to preach once 

without straining myself," senior 
David McQueen told our chapel 
crowd. He tore a Louisville phone 
book in half to visualize his burden 
about disunity among Christians. 

Since age 18 David has been in­
volved in weight lifting. In his first 
competition, he won first place in 
the light weight division at Fort 
Wayne, Ind. We won the Iron Man 

neglected with our family-oriented 
emphasis. David received another 
family. "Johnny and Dawn Skeans 
treated me like one of their kids. 
The have fed me and given me 
money. I've made some dear 
friends here. If I'd only known how 
God would have blessed me, I 
would have come sooner. I didn't 
know what Christian maturity was • 
until I came here." 

David reminded us contest in Bell County. 
David now uses his 
strength to point others 
to the life-changing 
power of Christ. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

of the thousands of 
names in the phone 
book-each one loved 
by God. "As I tear this 
book apart, I want you 
to see how the devil tries 
to split us apart. He uses 
disunity to destroy the 
work of Christ." 

"They used to . call 
me a 'party king.' A 
friend of mine trusted 
Christ, and I noticed he 
was no loriger arrogant. 
He trashed his music 
tapes. He really 
c~anged. I went with BIii Whittaker 
him to church, and the 

God's spirit used 
David's challenge to 
take the campus family 
through an additional 

message really hit me. 
My Christian mother had put re­
spect for God in my mind, but that 
day he came into my heart." 

The call to preach brought con­
viction about education. ''The only 
pamphlet came from Clear Creek. I 
didn't think I could leave Indiana, 
and I didn't have any money. The 
Lord met every need. I submitted a 
late Pell Grant but received a full 
grant. I moved without visiting the 
campus. If God wanted me to 
come, why should I fight it?" 

Single students sometimes feel 

hour of confession and 
reconciliation. 

After graduation, David hopes 
God will lead him to a national 
power team ministry. For five years 
he has been consistent in his work­
outs to develop muscle and 
strength, but during his perfor­
mances of smashing cement blocks 
and blowing up water bottles, Dav- • 
id acknowledges that only through 
Christ can he do all things. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 

• 
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Michael Card says he's just a guy who sings for God 
By Greg Garrison becoming a celebrity-oriented indus-
Birmingham News try.'.' 

Card's thoughtful, lyrically ori-
OWENSBORO (RNS)-Chris- ented, folk-tinged music apparently 

tian singer Michael Card recently per- lacks the flash that marketers of con­
formed a benefit concert for Catholic temporary Christian music are look­
nuns i.n Owensboro, and it stirred a ing for. 
protest by .several evangelical minis- "There are lots of radio stations 
ters. that won't play my music," he says. 

"There were preachers in town "There are categories they put you in. 
who were telling people not to come,"· I've definitely been told I'm a sec­
Card says. • ond-class artist. It basically means 

The protesters felt Card, consid- there are not as many people coming 
ered an important voice for evangeli- to your concerts and buying your 
_cal Protestants, was endorsing Catho- records." 
lie theology by performing for the But the nuns liked him. 
nuns. Card met them and admired their 

Being misunderstood is nothing faith, he says. 
new for Card, 38, who has a master's "They really did have a basic and 
degree in biblical studies from West- very deep Christian commitment," 
em Kentucky University. His 16 al- Card says. "They had been using my 
bums have sold more than 1.3 million music in their devotional times. If 
copies but aren't considered part of contemporary Christian music isn't 
the mainstream mass market of con- going to embrace me, I'm glad they 
temporary Christian music, which has are seeing something in it. That's a 
become driven by celebrity, money validation for me." 
and glamour as much as faith. The little controversy over Card's 

"I'm kind of a second-class citizen concert for the nuns in Owensboro 
right now," Card says. "Anybody comes at a time when his music is 
who's not interested in being a star is exploring the culture of Ireland. Card 
going to be seen as unimportant. It's says he travels to Ireland every year 

and has performed numerous con­
certs there attended by Catholics and 
Protestants. 

"They're advertised as concerts 
for Christian unity," he says. "I don't 
know much about Catholic theology 
or Protestant theology. My back­
ground is biblical studies. I don't do 
theology. I want myself to be bibli­
cal. I'm willingly, consciouslr igno­
rant of a lot of theological issues." 

Card was invited to perform a 
concert in Dublin's Catholic cathe­
dral last October. "That was a signif­
icant theological statement," he says. 
"I'm not into ecumenism. I try to 
contact people I am in connection 
with through Jesus Christ." 

The concert in the Dublin cathe­
dral was memorable partly because a 
funeral was scheduled for that after­
noon and the closed casket lay in one 
comer of the church, he says. 

"Poiema," Card's latest album, 
features Celtic music. "There's lots 
of Irish bagpipes," he said. 

"My other records have been 
broad overviews of whole sections of 
the Bible," Card says. "This one's 
based on two verses (Ephesians 2: 10; 
II Corinthians 3:3). It's based on one 

Michael Card 

theme: the theme of listening to your • 
life. 

"We're living letters," he says. 
"We're God's poems. You're a letter 
written by God. It's addressed to oth­
er people; your life is read by other 
people. I try to get people to listen to 
the poem of their own lives." 

• "Anybody who's 
not interested in 
being a star is 
going to be seen as 
unimportant. It's 
becoming a 
celebrity-oriented 
industry." 
Michael Card 

Monk mania sweeping nation as plainsong chant becomes-trendy 
WASHINGTON (RNS) - Angel the monastery's rule of silence. "(The win­

Records soon will announce the winner of a ners ) -can visit the · monastery and hear the 
trip for two to Spain to visit the monastery 1 ···dr~torf{i? clfaht~,i but \Ve''Mrl' t s~ealh'.t'ith' 
of the Benedictine monks of Santo Domin- the people," he explained. 

prise sensation in Spain in 1993, Angel re­
packaged the recording with a New Age 

Germaine Fritz, prioress of St. W alburga 
Monastery in Elizabeth, N.J. 

go de Silos. Angel didn't think it necessary to con-

•'cov~r ·for .. a · ~L•Sf, audience: Within· siJ(~ 
months of its March 1994 release it hit No. 
l-011 the classical music charts and No. 3 on 
the pop charts. 

· ~ •- Marketing . this modern-day mystic is 
never far from his mind. "It would be the 
coolest thing to have her on David Letter­
man or Jay Leno," McAnany said. "She'd 
have a conversation with Letterman for 
three minutes and the country would be in 
love." 

The monks stunned the music ~.orld .- tact the monks beca~se the monastery is 
when their album of plainsong, "Chant," open to tourists, said assistant publicist Jen­
sold more than 5 million copies. But·the ar- nifer Perciballi. 
rival of promotion-hyped _tourists may be Undeterred by its taciturn talent, the 
equally stunning to th.e monks, who have company continues to market "Chant" with 
taken a vow of silence. an aggressiveness new to classical music 

'The absence of the monks ... has been 
a blessing in a way," said Angel publicity 
director Aimee Gautreau. "It adds to the 
authenticity." Gautreau said Angel publicists have tried 

to be sensitive in their promotions, remem­
bering that "the bottom line is we're mar­
keting prayer." 

Winners who hope to talk theology with circles. Promotions include a companion 
the boys in the hoods will be in for a let- book; in-store displays featuring cardboard 
down. When contacted at the monastery brothers in hooded "monk habit" sweat­
near Burgos in north central Spain, the prior shirts; and now a sweepstakes to keep the 
of the community, Father Laurenco, said Garboesque brothers in the public eye. 
Angel had not informed him of the "Chant "It's genius marketing," said Tim Riley, 
Escape Sweepstakes," and he had little en- editor of "Millennium Pop," a quarterly on 
thusiasm for the idea. popular culture. "This is a textbook case: 

The monks added more authenticity 
when they refused to do a second record­
ing. But that didn't stop the company from 
compiling chants the monks had recorded 
earlier for a Christmas album, "Chant 
Noel," or from launching a talent search for 
a nun to sing the music of Hildegarde of 
Bingen, a 12th century Benedictine mystic, 
for a recording called "Vision." 

-But Riley finds the whole notion of pro­
moting prayer offensive and notes that "An­
gel has taken a lot of heat from the music 
industry for marketing 'Chant' like a rock 
album." 

Still, he'd "rather see record companie·s 
invest the time and energy to sell a monks' 
record than another Michael Bolton al­
bum." 

"Our life is for prayer. We don't want how monks from underground Spain got to 
more publicity," said Laurenco, who apolo- the top of the charts." 
gized for being a bit rusty at talking given When the Latin chants became a sur-

"She's sort of a modern day Hilde­
garde," said Angel executive Tony 
McAnany of his latest discovery- Sister 

Grammy recognition illustrates growth of Christian music 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

NASHVILLE (RNS)- More 
than 45 years ago, Milton Brunson 
started the Thompson Community 
Singers in his hometown of Chicago. 

On March 1, the 65-year-old pas­
tor had something to celebrate for his· 
decades of work: his first Grammy, a 
tie for the best gospel album by a 
choir or chorus. 

"After all these years, I'm very 
happy," said Brunson, who was 
nominated for a Grammy twice be­
fore. 

The win by his SO-member choir, 
which puts a contemporary spin on 
traditional gospel music, is only one 
example of the prominent place 
Christian music is taking on the 
American music scene. 

"I just think it's exciting to see the 

increased visibility and stature that 
gospel music is receiving," said 
Bruce Koblish, president of the Gos­
pel Music Association. 

The association, based in Nash­
ville, estimates gospel record sales 
totaled $ I billion last year. If the 
trend continues, gospel will account -
for 10 percent of all record sales by 
1996, the group says. 

Koblish noted this year's Gram­
my ceremonies featured everything 
from contemporary Christian musi­
cian Steven Curtis Chapman as a pre­
senter to a final number featuring a 
gospel choir. 

"I hope it means that the ... entire 
music industry at large is starting to 
see the significance of contemporary 
Christian music," said April Hefner, 
managing editor of CCM (Contem­
porary Christian Music) magazine, 
based in Nashville. 

Gospel music first was recog­
nized in a single category, "best gos­
pel or other religious recording," in 
1961, the fourth year of the Grammy 
Awards, according to Candy Catlin, 
spokeswoman for the Gospel Music 
Association. 

This year's awards were a far cry 
from that humble beginning. The Na­
tional Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences honored gospel musi­
cians in six Grammy categories. 

Brunson's choir, known as the 
"Tommies," tied with The Love Fel­
lowship Crusade Choir, directed by 
Hezekiah Walker. Their winning al­
bum is "Live in Atlanta at More­
house College." 

Petra, the first Christian group to 
be enshrined at the world-famous 
Hard Rock Cafe, wori its third Gram­
my for "Wake-Up Call," which en­
courages listeners to influence the 

world with their Christian beliefs. 
Alison Krauss and the Cox Fami-

_ ly won in the category ofbest"South­
em gospel, country gospel or blue­
grass gospel album for their collabo­
ration on "I Know Who Holds To­
morrow." 

Albertina Walker won best tradi­
tional soul gospel album for "Songs 
of the Church- Live in Memphis." 
A 50-year veteran of gospel music, 
she has been nominated for a Gram­
my at least seven times. 

Andrae Crouch, a pioneer of con­
temporary Christian music, won best 
pop/contemporary gospel album for 
"Mercy," his seventh Grammy. 

Take 6, an a cappella Christian 
group played on radio stations rang­
ing from jazz to adult contemporary, 
won best contemporary soul gospel 
album for "Join the Band," their sixth 

. Grammy. • 
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Physical fitness is a wonderful thing. But you've got more than a 
body to work on. You've got aspirtt too. · -

And that's the part of you that has a desire to know God. Until 
_ you get in touch with your spirtt, you'll never be fully developed. 

That's why we're inviting you to come and join us in worship. To ...... i.L_J .. 

get to ~now God: !o e~pertence His love firsthand through Jesus Chrtst. • ~ _ • 
• And give your sp1nt a lift. Regardless of your H 1 H · ... R . 

relationship with God right now, there's hope . __ . - ® 

that it can 13e richer. because Jesus cares for you. ere s ·. ('lf')e. 
- • • A me5Sdge ef lffe fivm Southernfu~ t'--

®Anational revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Boarµ 
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