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Carver crisis

The dean of Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary’s Carver
School of Church Social
Work has threatened to
resign, saying President
Al Mohler has
established criteria that
make it impossible to
hire new faculty
members. See page 2.

Editorial

They say “salons” for
small-group discussion
are fashionable today. It
sounds like what
Baptists have been
offering in Sunday
school for years.

See page 5.

Dilday named

Russell Dilday has been
named interim dean of
the George W. Truett
Seminary of Baylor
University. See page 7.

RFRA challenged

A federal judge has

: challenged the
constitutionality of the
Religious Freedome
Restoration Act, setting a

_course for a likely:

showdown at the
Supreme Court.
See page 8.

Tract talk

Using evangelistic tracts
for personal witnessing
is gaining in popularity
again. See page 9.
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Hospital system names two new leaders

LOUISVILLE—Trustees of Bap-

tist Healthcare System have named

Tommy Smith president of the state-
wide system and Susan Stout Tamme
president of Baptist Hospital East in
Louisville, the system’s largest hos-
pital. .
Stout Tamme succeeds Smith as
president of the Louisville hospital
and in so doing becomes the first
woman ever named president of a
Baptist hospital in Kentucky.

Smith succeeds Ed Vaughn as
president of the five-hospital system.
Vaughn resigned earlier this month
after reaching a philosophical im-
passe with BHS’ trustees and hospital
presidents.

Smith, 51, had been president of
Baptist East since 1984. He is a 20-
year employee of the Baptist hospital
system, previously serving as presi-
dent of Central Baptist Hospital in
Lexington.

During his tenure at Baptist East,
Smith led the hospital’s consolidation
with the old Baptist Hospital High-
lands arid led Baptist East to become
the area’s third-largest hospital, with

407 beds. In 1993, Smith assumed ?

additional management responsibili-
ties for Tri-County Baptist Hospital in
La Grange. '

Smith began his career with BHS
as assistant administrator of Central
Baptist Hospital in Lexington. He
earned the bachelor of science degree
in business administration from Sam-
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Tommy Smith

ford University in Birmingham, Ala.,
and the master of arts degree in
healthcare administration from

 George Washington University in

Washington, D.C.

Smith is a member of Broadway
Baptist Church in Louisville.

Stout Tamme, 44, has been vice
president of Baptist Hospital East
since 1986. She joined the system in
1973 as a staff nurse at Kentucky
Baptist Hospital, which later became
Baptist Hospital Highlands.

She worked her way up through
the system, first becoming head hurse
of the medical/surgical unit at Baptist
East, then assistant director of nurs-
ing, then vice president for nursing.

; i
Susan Stout Tamme

Stout Tamme has carried an active
role in Baptist Hospital East’s expan-
sion, with key leadership in develop-
ing the hospital’s open-heart surgery
program and total quality manage-
ment program.

She earned an associate degree in
nursing from Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity, the bachelor of science degree
in nursing from the University of
Louisville and the master of science
degree in health systems administra-
tion from the University of Louisvilie.

Stout Tamme is a member of St.
Aloysius Catholic Parish in Pewee
Valley.

Also at the March 14 meetmg
[ See BHS names two ..., page 18

Need for migrant ministries
expanding across Kentucky

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

GEORGETOWN—Attention
Kentuckians: migrant workers and
ministry opportuniiies are coming
soon to a farm or factory near you.

“They are still just beginning to
come to Kentucky,” said Hispanic
Pastor Jesus Pacheco, who estimated
10,000 to 20,000 ethnic migrants
came to Kentucky in 1993. “This is
fertile soil where the Lord wants us to
harvest many opportunities.”

Pacheco, a native of Venezuela, is
pastor of Alfa y Omega Migrant His-
panic Congregation in Shelby Coun-

He joined several other speakers
addressing migrant ministry opportu-
nities during a series of statewide con-
ferences sponsored by’ the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s direct missions
department.

In addition to the Georgetown
event March 10, which met at Mal-
lard Point Baptist Church, similar ses-
sions were held at Temple Baptist
Church in Owensboro March 9 and
Severns Valley Baptist Association in
Elizabethtown March 11.

Renato Santos, KBC language/
ethnic ministries consultant, noted at-
tendance at this year’s conferences
was the largest of the four or five
years the conferences have been of-
fered. About 70 people participated at

the three locations.

“Awareness 1is becommg our
theme,” Santos said. “Ninety percent
of the time, what we hear people say
is, ‘We don’t have any (Hispanic mi-
grants) in our area,” when they really
do 2

Mauricio Vargas ‘language direc-
tor for the Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion since 1987 and keynote speaker
for the Kentucky event, agreed find-
ing the migrants can be difficult.

Although he had completed stud-
ies at New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1971, Vargas moved
to Greensboro, N.C., to teach and
coach because he couldn’t find a
church job, he said.

He didn’t expect to find a Hispan-
ic population in that area, he ex-
plained. But when he agreed to con-
duct a funeral for a Mexican who died
without any family, 25 other Mexi-
cans came to put flowers on the grave.

Vargas soon discovered 2,000
Mexicans were working in the Win-
ston-Salem and Greensboro area.

“T asked God’s forgiveness” for
not working with those people, Var-
gas said. Then he got busy organizing
an English-as-a-second-language
class and leading weekly worship
with about 139 Mexicans. About 40
people made professions of faith in
Jesus Christ that summer, he said.

Vargas’ story illustrated an impor-
0 See Need for migrant ..., page 3




Garland suggested
Mohler has
established a new
set of restrictions
for faculty
candidates that
consider “the
private thoughts”
of candidates on
issues outside the
Abstract of
Principles.

BAPTISTS

Mohler fires Garland as Garver School dean

By Mark Wingfield & Marv Knox
News Director & Editor

LOUISVILLE—Diana Garland
was fired as dean of the Carver
School of Church Social Work at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary March 20, after she told students
President Al Mohler has imperiled the
school by instituting standards which
make hiring qualified faculty impos-
sible.

Shortly before Mohler asked for
Garland’s resignation, she told a stu-
dent forum that the future of the Carv-
er School—the nation’s only accred-
ited, seminary-based social work
school—is “in serious jeopardy” and
accreditation by the Council of Social
Work Education is threatened.

Her subsequent firing as dean ap-
pears to reinforce the assertion that
the Carver School may not survive.
Garland told students even Mohler
told her the school would not survive
her resignation.

Asked why she was fired, Garland
said Mohler “cannot work with a dean
who brings pressure on the president
and on the institution.”. She said she
brought pressure on him by releasing
the document she read to students.

A spokesman said Mohler was to
issue a statement on the incident, but
it was not available before the West-
ern Recorder went to press Monday
afternoon.

Mohler met for about an hour with
angry social work students shortly af-

“["'ter announcing Garland’s dismissal as

dean. He told students he does not
want to kill the Carver School, but
noted “the culture of social work and
the culture of theological education
are not congruent.”

The student forum earlier in the
day was sponsored by Southern Sem-
inary’s Organization of Student So-
cial Workers, who invited Garland to
speak. About 70 of the school’s 117
social work students attended the ses-
sion, with most remaining afterward

to plan a means of appealing the
school’s cause to Mohler, seminary
trustees and Carver supporters.

This is the second crisis to rock the
Carver School in the past month. In
February, professor Timothy Johnson
announced his departure amid charg-
es of racism and broken promises re-
garding tenure.

The current crisis came to a head
after Mohler vetoed the nomination of
David Sherwood to fill a new tenure-
track position on the Carver faculty.
Sherwood directs the social work pro-
gram at Gordon College in Wenham,
Mass.

Garland and students involved in
the interview process described Sher-
wood as a person committed to con-
servative, evangelical Christianity.
Garland detailed the process by which
Sherwood was interviewed and ap-
proved by a student panel, the Carver
faculty and Vice President David
Dockery.

Garland said Sherwood had a fa-
vorable interview with Mohler while
on campus March 8. However, before
proceeding further, Mohler instructed
Garland to solicit Sherwood’s written
responses to a set of questions about
the seminary’s Abstract of Principles
and “some of the social issues of our
day.”

One day after receiving Sher-
wood’s responses to those questions,
Mohler said he could not support
Sherwood’s nomination.

Garland charged Mohler rejected
Sherwood based on some criteria oth-
er than what is spelled out in the sem-
inary’s Abstract of Principles or fac-
ulty-staff manual. Neither Garland
nor Mohler would elaborate on the
specific issue Mohler found objec-
tionable in Sherwood’s responses.

Sherwood could not be reached for
comment.

The real issue is “freedom of con-
science,” Garland said in a later inter-
view. “Even faculty ought to be free
to have ideas they don’t share so long
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“You didn’t happen to catch the Kentucky/Louisville
score on the way up did you?”
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as their teaching is congruent with the
Abstract of Principles and they repre-
sent the institution well.”

In her statement to students, Gar-
land suggested Mohler has estab-
lished a new set of restrictions for fac-
ulty candidates that consider “the pri-
vate thoughts” of candidates on issues
outside the Abstract of Principles.

“We have sought candidates who
can clearly represent, support and
help further develop the positions of
Southern Baptists on current issues of
our day,” she said. “There are times
that a faculty candidate who would
bring great gifts to the institution will
differ at the level of personal convic
tions on an issue. The private views
of a faculty candidate should not be a
matter for personnel consideration.”

Garland continued: “Evangelical
scholars committed to the full author-
ity of Scripture differ over some is-
sues. When such differences occur,
faculty candidates should be expect-
ed to respect and work constructively
with those whose understandings dif-
fer from their own.”

Mohler’s leadership style has
made the work of the dean difficult
and embarrassing, Garland said. “I
find it tremendously embarrasing to
bring one of the leading voices for
evangelical social work, believing he
could be elected ... only to be turned
down by the president for his own cri-
teria.”

Based on the criteria Mohler has
established, no other candidates can
be found for faculty positions in the
Carver School, Garland declared. She
said she had planned to resign as dean
because Mohler’s “policies are mak-
ing it impossible for me to do my job
as dean to recruit faculty.”

Last week, Mohler prevailed upon
Garland not to resign, she said, and
offered to let her present her concerns
to trustees at their April meeting. She
could have asked trustees for an ex-
ception to the faculty criteria Mohler
has established at the instruction of

trustees, she said.

However, Garland said a single
exception—if granted—would not
solve the problem. “There must be a
modification in the criteria them-
selves with regard to all potential can-
didates,” she said. “Otherwise, the
same situation will present itself with
each faculty vacancy and search pro-
cess.

Even if an exception were grant-
ed, the faculty search process would
have been so delayed that a new per-
son probably could not have been in
place before the fall of 1996, Garland
aid. This “seriously jeopardizes” ac-

ditation of the master of social
work degree, she said, because the
Carver School already has fallen be-
low the minimum faculty require-
ments of the Council of Social Work
Education.

In an interview after the student
forum but before Garland’s firing,
Mohler said he does not share Gar-
land’s view that it will be impossible
to recruit acceptable faculty members.
Nor does he believe the Carver
School is destined to close, he said.

Nor does he have an agenda to
force the closing of the social work
school as some have suggested, he
added. “None of these issues can be
attributed to the desire of this admin-
istration ... to force a defining moment
for the Carver School or to take ac-
tions which would lead to the resig-
nation of the dean.”

Mohler declined to discuss any
details of Sherwood’s case. Howev-
er, he said the criteria he uses in fac-
ulty selection are the same as he has
said he would use from the beginning
of his presidency two years ago.

Faculty selection is based on fidel-
ity to the Abstract of Principles and
commitment to the “covenant renew-
al” document brokered between sem-
inary trustees and faculty in 1991 to
move the seminary in a more conser-
vative direction.

0 See Mohler fires ..., page 6

FMB has record year in church starts

. RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—
Overseas Baptist groups affiliated
with the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board reported a record
year in church starting.

These overseas groups started
2,162 new churches last year, con-
tinuing a surge of church starts that
has more than doubled the number
of overseas congregations since
1987.

Membership in those churches
pressed close to the 4 million
mark, discipleship training enroll-
ment almost doubled and enroll-
ment in residential Bible schools
and seminaries increased 18.6 per-
cent. \

Nigerian Baptists started 437

new churches in 1994, the largest

annual number ever recorded in
any country in Southern Baptist
foreign missions history. That rep-

resents one-fifth of the 2,162

churches organized worldwide.

Missionaries in Mozambique
also witnessed an explosion of
new churches as refugees from the

country’s newly ended civil war
returned home. Mozambicans who
came to Christ through the minis-
try and witness of Southern Bap-
tist relief workers in refugee camps
have shared the gospel and started
churches as they make their way
back home. :

In Mozambique’s Zambezia
province, the number of churches
doubled from 30 to 60 in one year,
while the number of believers has
grown from 10 to 5,000 since
1988. - :

“The number of new churches
being started is the most accurate
reflection of effectiveness in being
on mission with God,” said FMB
President Jerry Rankin. “Each
place a new congregation of be-
lievers is organized, a nucleus of
witness and ministry is established
that continues to extend the gospel
beyond the work of the missionary
and national evangelists.”

Through the FMB, Southern
Baptists support about 4,100 mis-
sionaries in 132 countries.



Continued from page 1

tant point raised again and again dur-
ing the conference: The number of
Hispanics in the United States is
growing continually, and the key to
reaching them with the gospel is find-
ing them and ministering holistically
to their needs.

“The best people to find Hispanics
are Hispanics,” noted Dorsie Phillips,
a veteran missionary to Kenya and
Tanzania who has served migrant

workers in Kentucky for the last five.

years.

Vargas, a Salvadoran, discovered
in North Carolina he could follow a
big yellow bus transporting migrants
to their homes. Sometimes he would
even pay the migrants to give him in-
formation to help locate more of
them, he said.

Gradually—through sports, medi-
cal clinics, English classes, backyard
Bible clubs and ministries in the mi-
grant camps—Vargas developed a

KENTUGKY

Need for migrant ministries expanding in Kentucky |

rapport with the migrant workers.
“When I began in North Carolina,
there was one migrant ministry and
one church,” Vargas explained.
“There were 55 ministries and 10
churches when I left (in 1987).”
Later in the day, Phillips empha-
sized the importance of offering con-

versational English classes as an out-

reach to migrant workers.

“Many will not come to a church
(to worship), but they want to learn
English,” she explained. “Sometimes
English classes are our only point of
connection with these people.”

Phillips noted three qualifications
for teaching English as a Second Lan-
guage:

I A sense of vision or call. “You
must love the person and care for the
person,” Phillips said. “It’s not
enough just to teach English.”

I The ability to speak, read and
write English. “You don’t have to
know Spanish,” she said, noting

Undrstand cultural differences

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

March has been designated Spe-
cial Education Month by the South-
ern Baptist Sunday School Board, and
Kentucky Baptists ought to take no-
tice, according to Pamela Thrift, spe-
cial education consultant with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention.

One out of seven families in Ken-
tucky includes someone with a dis-
ability, she said. “But if we look in our
churches, where are they?”’

It isn’t that churches don’t want to
minister to those disabled by learning
problems or blindness or mental
handicaps, Thrift said. Rather,

Special needs ministries spotlighted in March

“Churches just don’t know how.”

During the March emphasis on
special education, she hopes church-
es will become more aware of the
need and take the initiative to learn
how to reach what she believes is a
“prime unchurched people group.”

In addition to providing Sunday
school classes for the disabled,
churches can offer support groups for
parents and include the disabled in
fellowship and recreational activities,
she said.

Churches also can design activities
to meet the needs of the disabled,
Thrift said.

For example, at Highview Baptist
Church in Louisville, where Thrift is

sometimes it’s even better when in-
structors do not know Spanish, be-
cause English is spoken throughout
the entire lessons.

I A workshop training course. A
16-hour training course is required. A
list of trained instructors may be ob-
tained from the KBC direct missions
office.

Beyond these requirements, vol-

. unteers should strive to understand

the culture of the people as much as
possible, Phillips added. )
Whether through English courses,
transportation, medical or legal ser-
vices, or sports and fellowship,
churches can make a difference for
the many migrants coming to Ken-

. tucky, and open doors to addressing

spiritual needs, conference leaders
agreed.

“This is the challenge for 1995,”
Pacheco added. “To plant the seeds of
the gospel in the thousands of mi-
grants who are coming to Kentucky.”

part-time minister to special needs, a
special-olympics-type event called
the “Philippian Games” is held each
June. Last year 57 people participat-
ed. The event is open to anyone in
Kentucky.

In addition, Highview sponsors
“Barnabas Connection,” a big-broth-
er, big-sister-type ministry which of-
fers support to the disabled. “Many sit
at home with nothing to do all day.
We encourage church members to
spend time with them,” Thrift said.

Churches also can become ac-
quainted with the wealth of resources
available, Thrift said.

For further information, call Thrift
at the KBC: (502) 245-4101.

cP giving slightly off pace at six-month point

Halfway through its fiscal year,
Kentucky Baptists’ Cooperative Pro-
gram operating budget dropped 2.6
percent below the pace needed to
reach its annual goal.

The Kentucky Cooperative Pro-
gram received slightly more than $8.7
million from September through Feb-
ruary, according to figures compiled
by the Kentucky Baptist Convention
business division. Receipts were
$228,800 below the six-month goal.

The annual goal of the budget,
which is collected from Sept. 1, 1994,

through Aug. 31, 1995, is almost
$17.9 million. :

The September-February Ken-
tucky CP total was $96,751 (1.1 per-
cent) off the pace established at the
same point last year, when annual re-
ceipts topped $17.9 million. This
year’s six-month figure was the sec-
ond-highest total for that period in the
budget’s history.

Kentucky CP receipts are divided,
with 37 percent sent to national and
international causes through the
Southern Baptist Convention, and 63

percent staying in the state for Ken-
tucky Baptist missions and ministries.

The Kentucky portion of CP re-
ceipts totalled almost $5.5 million for
the six-month period.

That amount was supplemented by
$156,486 in receipts restricted to use
by the KBC.

Together, they totalled slightly
more than $5.6 million. That amount
is $187,656 off the projected mark for
the first half of the fiscal year. It also
is $95,613 (1.7 percent) below last
year’s pace for the combined totals.

Ideas for migrant ministries
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I want to express my appreciation
to the Western Recorder for provid-
ing information concerning the pro-
posed restructuring of the Southern
Baptist Convention (WR, Feb. 28). I
also want to thank Editor Marv Knox
for his wise suggestion that these mat-
ters be divided at the convention so
that each matter can receive its de-
served attention.

I am studying all of the sugges-

tions, and perhaps some of them are
wise.

However, one
of the recommen-
dations concerning
the Woman’s Missionary Union cer-
tainly should be opposed by messen-
gers attending the convention. I have
had opportunity to watch the work of
the WMU longer than most of our
readers. I am aware of the fact that the
missionary awareness and zeal for
missions in most of our churches are
the result of the marvelous mission
education program sponsered by the
WMU. The tremendous increase of
our special mission offerings is due
largely to the skill with which the
WMU has promoted these offerings.

While I was president (now called
chairman) of the Foreign Mission
Board, many of those being appoint-
ed gave testimony that their first im-
pulse to be a missionary was received
when involved in one of the youth
organizations of the WMU.

It is.pathetic that the Southern -,

Baptist Executive Committee is rec-
ommending that a new women’s or-

“iganization-be organized'in competi-

tion with the WMU. Tt is time the

membership of the Executive Com-

mittee should demonstrate a spirit of

servanthood instead of trying to de-
stroy what they cannot control.

J. Chester Badgett

Campbellsville

Insult to WMU

Everyone is so concerned with
streamlining Southern Baptist admin-
istration. Shall we allow these “new

BAPTIST FORUM

conservative leaders” to phase out a
program that always encouraged
Southern Baptists to evangelize the
world?

Some ideas may be beneficial and
possibly cut some costs. However, the
treatment of Woman’s Missionary
Union is unexcusable. To say,
“There’s no way anyone can be held
responsible to the SBC if they’re not
accountable to the SBC” is an insult
to the WMU in light of the work they
have done over 107 years.

It also was said, “If there’s respon-
sibility, there has to
be accountability.”
The WMU has
shown exemplary
accountability to the SBC since its
conception and gives no sign of any-
thing less. The WMU supports mis-
sionaries who don’t let denomination-
al differences like women in ministry
stand in the way of evangelism and
Bible teaching.

The Sunday School Board cannot
do it all! With all the literature it al-
ready is responsible for, how can it
promote mission education as special-
ized and informative as WMU?
WMU has kept missions education

~and support in the forefront of our

congregations. Are we going to allow
this committee to amputate an essen-
tial appendage of our denomination?

I’m disappointed in the SBC “ad-
ministration conglomeration.” We
should read Romans, particularly
12:4-8, 15:5. God gave Paul these
words for a reason—perhaps, for
Southern Baptists. I pray we will eval-
uate WMU from the past to the

" present. Become involved, give praise

and support, and above all, vote no in
Atlanta!

Marcia Burgher

Princeton

Higher than God

We now know the editor of the
Louisville Courier-Journal is of a
higher authority than God in deter-
mining what is and is not a sin (WR,
March 7). His diatribe against South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary

President Al Mohler for daring to call
homosexuality a sin confirms it, as
does his proclamation that intolerance
is “far higher on the list.”

In Leviticus, I read that homosex-
uality is a detestable thing, requiring
the death penalty for both parties.
That was God’s decree, not man’s. I
could not find intolerance listed, high
or otherwise.

The Apostle Paul warned that we

should see to it that we are not con-

demned by what we approve. Gee, I
wonder what he meant by that?

Chuck Estridge

Williamstown

I have been in Kentucky for over
10 years and have preached campus
revivals at Campbellsville College
and Cumberland College. I also have
spoken at the Baptist Student Union
at Western Kentucky University and
met many campus ministers em-
ployed by the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention.

My conclusion: We have one of
the finest student work departments
and some of the best campus minis-
ters in the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Sadly enough, these treasures are
as unknown as they are effective.

Think about it. Over the past sev-
eral years, the BSUs of Kentucky’s
colleges have been places of learning,
support, encouragement and ministry.
Son Team members, missionaries, re-

-vival teams and other assorted minis-

try efforts have emerged out of these
bastions of faith-building.

BSU work is God’s secret agent
organization, where young men and
women are encouraged to infiltrate
their places of work, careers and
friends with the good news of Jesus
Christ. These young people are and
will become the good leaven of the
gospel in days to come. It is time Ken-
tucky Baptists let the secret out: Stu-
dents are in good hands through the
student department and the various
BSU campus organizations.

Kevin Shrum
Bedford

The power of partnership

A recent letter to Kentucky Bap-
tist student department associate Ral-
ph Hopkins from Rob Lee, director
for ministry to students for Utah-Ida-
ho Baptists, is a further validation of
our partnership with that western state
convention:

“This school year, we
have seen a great increase
in the effectiveness of the .
campus ministries here in
Utah and Idaho. The four
semester missionaries
from Kentucky have been
a major factor in this in-
crease.

“They have helped to
give our students a vision
for student ministries, a

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

group visibility on campus.
“Without these four students, our
state student work would have

reached a third fewer students, and -

two of our campuses would not have
a Christian ministry at this time.
“This year, we have a
need for additional semes-
ter missionaries from Ken-
tucky to come work with
us on our college campus-
es. Our No. 1 priority this
fall is having someone
come and continue the
campus ministry at the
College of Southern Ida-
ho, which was begun by
Scott Norris. Our No. 2
priority is at Weber State

great increase in the num-
ber of students we are reaching and in

| the: number of students who are be-

coming involved in summer mis-
sions. They have helped to promote
Baptist campus ministries in our as-
sociations and in the local churches,
provided additional leadership for
state student events, have helped lead
campus Bible studies and enhanced
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University in Ogden,
Utah, where we have had a semester
missionary working this past year and
a half. Our No. 3 priority is to have
someone to come and work in the Salt
Lake metro area as an associate direc-
tor with a primary focus on Salt Lake
Community College. Our No. 4 pri-
ority is for someone to work at Trea-
sure Valley Community College in

Ontario, Ore., and to work with the
local church youth there.

“Other needs that we have for as-
sociate directors are at Boise State
University, Idaho State University
and Brigham Young/Utah Valley
State College. We are also interested
in having a semester missionary help
start student ministry at Southern
Utah University.

“Any help in personnel from Ken-
tucky would be greatly appreciated.
This past year has demonstrated the
effectiveness and the usefulness in
our partnership with Kentucky. As a
result of this partnership, we have
seen the number of students that we
are reaching and ministering to great-
ly increase.”

I take great encouragement to re-
alize that the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention is at work, not only on 45 col-
lege and university campuses across
our commonwealth, but that our arms
of ministry to students stretch onto
some of the campuses of Utah and
Idaho.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.
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_ EDITORIALS

Strike up a good conuersation—in Sunday school

“Make a date to talk,” the headline read. “Sa.lons fight today’s 1sola-
tion with conversation.”

The article appeared in USA Weekend magazine, explaining how
“neighborhood salons” are reviving the lively art of conversation in com-
munities nationwide. A 1991 story in Utne Reader magazine spawned
the movement, which draws small groups of people together to share
what’s on their minds. They talk about almost everything—from com-
puters, to the assassination of President Kennedy, to dream interpreta-
tion. And the concept is booming; more than 270 neighborhood salons
buzz with the chatter of more than 16,000 members.

The idea is as ancient as Greek civilization, the USA Weekend article
reported. And talk salons have peaked in popularity at various times
throughout history—most particularly in 18th century Paris and in early
20th century Europe and North America. They’re making a comeback
today because people need them, writer Tom McNichol claimed: “Amer-
icans are in the strange predicament of being bombarded by talk but
starved for good conversation. ... Answering machines and voice mail
have become ways for people to leave detailed messages for one another
without ever conversing.” Conversely, salons “give them a place to talk.”

While reading the article, I couldn’t suppress a feeling of familiarity.
I’ve never been to a salon. (To tell the truth, I thought a salon is where a
person can get her hair piled into a beehive *do.) But experience kept
telling me I understood what the article was describing. And then it all
made sense: Sunday school.

Countless Baptists learn and practlce conversatlon in Sunday school.

Sure, some classes still sit still for long lectures. But most successful
Sunday school classes, particularly for younger adults, intuitively use
conversation to stimulate their lessons and involve members. We grew
up expressing ourselves, and we don’t check our voices at the classroom
door.

The rising popularity of salons ought to supply at least a couple of
lessons to those of us who care about developing and strengthening adult
Sunday school in our churches.

First, discussion provides a vital and vibrant format for involving peo-
ple in Bible study. Of course, a teacher needs to present relevant material
and keep the discussion on track. But class members bring a wealth of
life experience that fleshes out what the passage means for people today.
In good Sunday school, members “teach” as they share views from the
personal intersections where they view Scripture, faith and life.

And second, discussion-based Bible study meets needs that people
actually know they need. The article on neighborhood salons pointed
out that people flock to conversation groups because they want to talk
and learn about spirituality, death, relationships and meaning. Well, the

Bible speaks to all that and more. Churches can capitalize on the interest -

in conversation by starting home Bible studies and letting people know
these are safe places where they can come to discuss what’s really im-
portant in life.
A “Sunday school salon” may not be for everybody. But at least it’s
an idea worth talking about.
: Marv Knox

‘Urge Gongress to preserve vital

student financial aid programs

If Congress has its way, two im-
portant doors for opportunity may- be
closing on middle-income Ameri-
cans. And this would affect many

Kentucky Baptist parents and their |

‘children who attend our colleges,
Campbellsville, Cumberland or Geor-
getown.

Congress is con-
sidering requiring
borrowers to pay
-interest on student loans while they
are still in college. Currently, the fed-
eral government pays the interest on
these loans until students finish their
education. Should this measure pass,
" the average undergraduate student at-
tending school for four years would
experience an increase in debt of 20
percent to 25 percent.

For students who attend graduate

school, the impact would be even
greater. The American Council on

Education estimates if a student earns’

a four-year bachelor’s degree and at-

tends graduate school for an addition-

GUEST EDITORIAL

al two years to earn a master’s degree,
this student typically owes $34,125.
If the current interest exemption is
eliminated, the student would owe an
additional $9,167, or $43,292.

The second student financial aid
measure that might be eliminated is
campus-based aid.
This would force
millions of middle-
income Americans
not to attend college at all.-

In 1994, the federal government
provided approximately $1.4 billion
in campus-based aid. This amount
went to 697,000 college students whe
received loans through the federal
Perkins Loan program, 713,000 em-
ployed through federal workstudy
and about 991,000 ‘who received
grants through the federal Supple-
mental Educational Opportunity
Grant program. It is estimated that the
average Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant provides $745, the
average workstudy award $1,065 and

the average. Perkins loan $1,342.
Should Congress eliminate these
funds, a student who received a pack-
age of aid that included the average
awards from all three programs could
lose $3,152.

America cannot afford for federal
student financial aid to be torpedoed.
Our leaders must realize it is not an
expense. It is an investment in Amer-
ica’s health and future.

A recent survey for the Alliance to
Save Student Aid found that Ameri-
cans overwhelmingly support federal
programs that help students attend
college. The survey’s respondents,
who represented all political persua-
sions, expressed strong affirmation
for continued funding of student aid,
along with Social Security, as a top
national priority.

The survey indicated most Ameri-
cans view federal student aid as nec-
essary for keeping America’s econo-
my strong and competitive. They also
said they do not want student aid

eliminated in the name of deficit re-
duction. Student aid ranked ahead of

health care, defense, welfare and for- |

eign aid as to maintaining current
funding.

A college education is a sound in-
vestment for students, their families
and this nation. College students are
more likely to be employed than those
without a degree. To remain compet-
itive with other international markets,
higher education is a must.

We, as Americans and as Ken-
tucky Baptists, can ill afford to take
away opportunities for our children as
they will face even greater challenges
and opportunities for the future.

On behalf of this nation’s colleges
and universities, contact your con-
gressmen and tell them to keep Amer-
ica strong and competitive, and not to
eliminate student financial aid. We all
seek a better educated America.

Ken Winters, president
Campbellsville College
Campbellsville

The rising
popularity of
salons ought to tell
Christians two
things: First,
discussion makes
for vibrant and
vital Bible study.
And second,
discussion-based
Bible study meets
a need people
actually know they
need.

Congress is
threatening to
reduce or eliminate
two programs that
enable thousands
of Americans to
complete college.
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BAPTISTS

“Calvin ... meant
election to
promote among
Christians a sense
of security and
humility. ... It can
promote just the
opposite—pride
and anxiety.”

Amy Plantinga Pauw,
associate professor of
doctrinal theology at
Louisville Presbyterian

: Seminary

Seminary faculty sponsors seminar on Calvinism

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Students and fac-
ulty of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary got a new perspective on
Calvinism during a March 2 confer-
ence sponsored by the school’s facul-
ty association and led by a Presbyter-
ian theologian.

Amy Plantinga Pauw, associate

professor of doctrinal theology at

Louisville Presbyterian Seminary,
was invited to address the group of
about 65 people during a public fo-
rum intended to inform people about
Calvinism. Calvinism is a much more
prominent theological framework in
Presbyterian churches than in modern
Southern Baptist churches.

Calvinism has become a signifi-
cant topic of conversation on the Bap-
tist campus, however, due to a resur-
gent interest in the theological system
among conservative Southern Bap-
tists. The seminary’s new president,
Al Mohler, affirms the major theolog-
ical points of Calvinism.

“Five-point Calvinism” is theolog-
ical shorthand for a doctrinal system
generally attributed to the 16th cen-
tury theologian John Calvin. The five
points of Calvinist doctrine have been
summarized as total depravity of all

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—The board of
the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North
America has declared the organiza-
tion a welcoming place for gay, lesbi-
an and bisexual people and pledged
to work with them for their personal
security and full equality.

The Peace Fellowship, founded in
1984, is a network linking Baptists
involved in justice and peace issues.
Its board of directors is composed of
members affiliated with seven Baptist
conventions and five racial/ethnic
groups in Canada, the United States,
Puerto Rico and Mexico. The organi-
zation has no official sponsorship of
any denomination.

In its Feb. 17 news release, the di-
rectors said they believe “all human
beings are created and loved by God.”

“We welcome ... all persons who
desire to be peacemakers and work-
ers for justice. Specifically, we wel-

Mohler fires Garland as dean

Continued from page 2

Faculty selection also is based on
“a constellation of issues about which
I have been quite candid,” he added.
These issues include abortion, homo-
sexuality and the role of women in
ministry, he said.

Mohler has drawn sharp criticism
from some quarters and praise from
others for his hard-line statements on
homosexuality in particular. In Feb-
ruary, he said in a public speech the
decline of Western civilization could
be linked to homosexuality, which he
labeled one of the greatest sins possi-
ble.

A source famlhar with Sher-
wood’s writings said the professor
has written about homosexuality.
While he has not advocated homosex-
uality or the homosexual lifestyle, he
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people, unconditional election, limit-
ed atonement, irresistible grace and
perseverance of the saints.

Some critics have charged South-
ern Baptist Calvinists are headed
down a slippery slope away from pro-
moting evangelism and missions.
Southern Baptist Calvinists deny this,
saying they have returned to the be-
liefs of many early Southern Baptists,
who were decidely missionary-mind-
ed.

Calvinism can foster a variety of
approaches to evangelism, Pauw ex-
plained at the seminar. “Hypercalvin-
ists have discouraged evangelism,
while over on the moderate end, you
have Calvinists who embrace evange-
lism.”

The difficult issue behind the de-
bate about Calvinist beliefs is recon-
ciling the sovereignty of God and the
freedom of humanity, Pauw said.

“Five-point Calvinists typically
emphasize the sovereignty of God,
yet they have to assert enough free
will of humans not to make God the
author of sin,” Pauw said. They also
are concerned to say that human sal-
vation is not coercion.

Three-point Calvinists, who gen-
erally drop the concepts of limited
atonement and irresistible grace, “‘ac-
cent the high level of freedom and re-

come gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gendered persons and pledge our-
selves to work with them for the per-
sonal security and full equality of all
persons whose sexual orientation has
caused them to suffer persecution and
alienation,” the statement said.

The board pledged specific action
in several areas “to work for justice:”

I To actively oppose any action
which will lead to violence against
any “lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans-
gendered person or group.”

il To take an active role at denom-
inational meetings to oppose any “ho-
mophobic” resolutions which “assault
the integrity of gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgendered people” and pre-
vent them from becoming members
of churches, being ordained, being
credentialed for chaplaincy and pas-
toral counseling and being employed
in denominational structures.

has insisted church social workers
must minister to homosexuals, the
source said.

In their forum, students expressed
concerns about the impasse between
Mohler and Garland, which they be-
lieve could lead to the closure of their
school. They also considered options
for seeking resolution to the problem.

“The school has made a contract
with students to provide an accredit-
ed degree which we need to be li-
censed so that we can get a job at a
Baptist hospital or any place,” one
student expressed to choruses of ap-
proval. “It seems the seminary has re-
neged on that contract.”

Another advised students who still
are in the first year of the two-year
program to begin exploring options
for transferring to other schools. But

sponsibility of intelligent creatures,”
Pauw continued, borrowing a phrase
from the Abstract of Principles,
Southern Seminary’s confessional
document. “Yet they insist humanity
is not the author of salvation. They
defer to the grace of God.”

Modified Calvinists sometimes
run into the danger of “human can-do
evangelism,” she added, indicating
that evangelism in which humans re-
ceive the credit for salvation cheap-
ens the event.

However, Pauw attempted to set a
historical context for the modemn de-
bate over Calvinism and evangelism.

The particular spin of Calvinism’s

five “points” actually is derived from
the five canons of Dordrecht, a 17th
century confessional document that
developed from a tense theological
debate after Calvin’s death, she said.

Through the years, some of
Calvin’s work—especially regarding
the doctrine of election—has had the
reverse effect from his intent, Pauw
believes. :

“What Calvin intended was for the
doctrine of election to support what
he wanted to emphasize, namely that
we are saved by grace-and freely
adopted as children of God,” she said.
“He meant election to promote
among Christians a sense of security

¥ To encourage and support re-
gional groups of the Peace Fellowship
as they work to defeat any anti-gay
laws and church resolutions and ac-
tions.

B To encourage local congrega-
tions to structure an open dialogue
with “lesbian, gay and bisexual peo-
ple and groups and also provide prac-
tical resources for their use.

Meanwhile, a ministry arm of the
American Baptist Churches in the
USA has severed ties with the Baptist
Peace Fellowship of North America
over the statement.

The executive committee of the
American Baptist Board of National
Ministries recently voted to discon-
tinue its relationship with the Baptist
Peace Fellowship until the organiza-
tion’s “stated aims, goals and resolu-
tions are consistent with American
Baptist policies.”

and humility.”
But the history of Calvinism
“shows that it can promote _]llSt the
opposite—pride and anxiety,” Pauw
noted.

In an interview, Pauw said many
people question how five-point Cal-
vinists who accept limited atonement
and irresistible grace can claim to
embrace evangelism.

Limited atonement, as opposed to
a general atonement, says Christ’s
death on the cross effectively bought
salvation for only a limited number of
people—those preselected by God—

-rather than having the potential to

save all of humanity. Irresistible grace
says this act of God’s grace through
Christ is so complete that all the elect

-will be compelled to profess faith in

Jesus Christ.

“My understanding is that five-
point Calvinists see in evangelism
God’s ordained means of calling the
elect,” Pauw said, explaining that
since humans do not know who the
elect are, evangelism still would be
necessary.

“A Calvinist whose beliefs are
more balanced between the goodness
and mercy of God and the freedom
and responsibility of intelligent crea-
tures will embrace evangelism in a
different way,” she added.

Peace Fellowship declares itself open to homosexuals

The Board of National Ministries’
executive director, Aidsand Wright-
Riggins, said the Peace Fellowship
took a “partisan position” in the reso-
lution.

“Many of us had hoped they
would play a role of reconciler among
Christian people who have differing
positions on issues related to homo-
sexuality,” he said.

Board president Lena Nelson said
“it is simply not possible for National
Ministries to provide monies and on-
going staff support to any organiza-
tion working to defeat American Bap-
tist pohcy statements and resolu-
tions.”

The board’s staff is required to
abide by policy statements and reso-
lutions of the denomination’s Gener-
al Board, Nelson said, including one
currently in force that discourages
homosexuality.

of social work school

international students and students
married to students in the seminary’s
other schools noted transfer is not an
option for them.

“We were called to this institu-
tion,” one said. “If God has called us
here, ... maybe we were called to fight
for this school.”

“As a student body, we have sat
around and watched our faculty leave
and haven’t really done anything,”
said Andy Patterson, president of the
Organization of Student Social Work-
ers. “This is a matter of life and death
for our school.”

The students organized commit-
tees to protest the situation and to ral-
ly support for the Carver School.
They proposed appealing to other
groups—churches, alumni, students
in Southern’s other schools, social

work agencies, seminary benefactors,
other social work schools and Wom-

- an’s Missionary Union—for support.

They also planned to contact le-
gal experts to determine if the semi-
nary is in danger of breaking its con-
tract with them. And they planned to
contact the school’s and seminary’s
accrediting agencies to determine
their standards for retaining accredi-
tation.

They closed by marching through
the seminary halls singing “We Shall
Overcome” and praying outside
Mohler’s office while he and Garland
discussed the situation. :

When Mohler and Garland
emerged, the students demanded that
Mohler talk with them. He consented,
and discussed the situation with stu-
dents for about an hour.
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Dilday named interim dean at Truett

WACO, Texas (ABP)—Baylor
University has named Russell Dilday

interim dean of the university’s

George W. Truett Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

~ Dilday currently is professor of
preaching at Truett and special assis-
tant to Baylor President Herbert Rey-
nolds. He will continue in both those
roles while serving as interim dean,
Reynolds said.

In the past year, Dilday has moved
from being president of the world’s
largest seminary—the 3,000-student
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas—to

New Baylor head vows to keep Baptists ties |

WACO, Texas (ABP)—ALt a time
when the nation’s largest Baptist-re-
lated university is being accused of
straying from its Christian roots, a
minister is taking over as president of
Baylor university for the first time in
34 years.

“We are Baptist and Christian and
we are going to stay that way,” said
Robert Sloan, who takes over June 1
as president of the 12,500-student
school. “My election is symbolic to
people that Baylor is going to be true
to its Baptist and its Christian heri-
tage.”

Sloan, dean of Baylor’s George
W. Truett Theological Seminary, is a
New Testament scholar and an or-
dained Southern Baptist minister. He
is a graduate of Baylor and holds a
master’s degree from Princeton Uni-
versity and a doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Basel in Switzerland.

Baylor, founded in 1845, is a
unique blend of academic excellence
and Christian commitment, he said,
and it will stay that way. Keeping
Baylor’s Christian tradition is “eco-
nomically shrewd” and also the right
thing to do, Sloan said.

“I love the image of twin moun-

leading one of the newest, Truett,
which opened with 50 students last
fall. Dilday was fired last March by
Southwestern’s trustees, who said he
was blocking conservative reforms at
the Southern Baptist school.

Dilday, 64, will take over for Tru-
ett dean Robert Sloan, who was elect-
ed Feb. 24 to replace the retiring Rey-

nolds as Baylor president. Reynolds -~
announced Dilday’s selection March -

17. The appointment still must be ap-
proved by Baylor’s regents when they
meet March 24 in Dallas.

“Dr. Dilday’s acceptance of this
interim leadership position at Truett

tain peaks of academic excellence and

Christian identity,” he said. “We will.

not become a Bible college . . . nor
will we become simply another pri-
vate school which has no Christian
character to it.”

Sloan, 46, a native of Coleman,
Texas, was a surprise pick for the
Baylor position. When several candi-
dates were rejected, partly because of
their lack of Texas Baptist ties,
Sloan’s name rose to the top.

“He had what regents were look-
ing for—Texas roots, impeccable ac-
ademic credentials, international out-
look and a true Christian philosophy,”
said Nancy Thurmond, a Baylor re-
gent from Fort Worth.

Sloan will become the first or-
dained Baptist minister to be elected
president since W.R. White held that
position from 1948 to 1961. Sloan
succeeds Herbert Reynolds, who is
retiring.

Reynolds and the regents decided
in 1990 to loosen the school’s ties
with the Baptist General Convention
of Texas, saying they wanted to avert
a possible takeover of Baylor by “fun-
damentalists.” Sloan agrees the move
was necessary.

frees Dr. Sloan to concentrate on the
transition to the Baylor presidency,”
said Reynolds, who will become
chancellor of the Waco, Texas, uni-
versity June 1.

Dilday was unavailable for com-
ment March 17. When asked recently
about the Truett dean’s post, he told a
reporter: “I believe God has his hand
on Truett. I’'m enjoying my work and
would do whatever I could to help the
seminary.” ’

Truett organizers expect the school
to double to 100 students by fall and
hope to open a Dallas branch within
the next year.

Critics said the action m_eantABayA-‘ :

lor was deserting Texas Baptists and

heading down the same trail as Ivy. |- 5
League schools that started out reli- -

gious but became largely secular-
ized.

Sloan says that’s not the case.
Texas Baptists, who used to appoint
all regents, still name one-fourth of
the governing body. And the Baptist
General Convention of Texas also
donates $4 million a year to Baylor
whose annual budget is $150 million.

But as far as Baylor following the
lead of Ivy League schools in aca-
demic achievements, Sloan said that
is an admirable goal. :

“I would love to see Baylor be-
come like Princeton, Harvard and
Yale in terms of academics,” Sloan
said. “But I do not want the reputa-
tion of those places with regard to
secular identity.”

Baylor has “bucked the trend”
among denominational schools by

maintaining about a 50 percent Bap=-{-

tist enrollment, Sloan noted. He said
he wants the school to be even more
intentional about recruiting Baptist
students while continuing to attract
non-Baptist students as well.

Hemphill denies releasing prof over ahortion

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
An ethics professor at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, whose
position on abortion prompted a com-
plaint from one trustee last fall, won’t
be back to teach next year.

But seminary President Ken
Hemphill said the decision not to re-
new Bob Adams’ contract was made
strictly due to finances.

Adams, 65, has taught Christian
ethics at the Fort Worth, Texas, sem-
inary off and on since 1976. He is one
of three professors serving under spe-
cial presidential appointment, a role
that does not require trustee approval.

Last fall conservative trustee
Laura Lee Cogswell of Sherman,
Texas, sent a fax to Hemphill com-
plaining that Adams signed an abor-
tion-rights statement in 1977. Hemp-
hill said the fax played no role in his
decision late last year not to continue
Adams’ teaching contract.

But Adams’ departure has dis-
turbed some members of Southwest-
ern’s faculty, who are worried about
trustee interference in faculty matters.

Adams’ colleagues in Southwest-
ern’s school of theology learned of
Hemphill’s decision and the fax in
February. In a resolution debated by
those faculty members Feb. 14, they
affirmed Adams’ ministry and pro-
tested reports that trustees had been
“unduly involved” in the decision.

But the protest was deleted from
the resolution on the advice of Bruce
Corley, dean of the theology school.

Corley said March 13 he was con-
vinced Cogswell’s influence “was not
the primary factor” in Hemphill’s de-
cision. Of the three professors on
presidential appointment, Adams was
the most recently hired and therefore
the logical first choice when cuts be-
came necessary, Corley said.

Corley and Adams met with
Hemphill for two hours Feb. 23,
along with William Tillman, chair of
the ethics department. According to
several of those present, Hemphill
apologized for bypassing normal pro-
cedures in canceling Adams’ contract
but denied Cogswell’s fax had any-
thing to do with the decision.

“T had forgotten I had received that
and threw it away,” Hemphill told
ABP. “I did not realize it might find

its way out of my trash can.”

The fax fell into Adams’ posses-
sion, although it is unclear how. In it
Cogswell reportedly complained that
Adams had been chosen to speak in
seminary chapel last fall despite sign-
ing a 1977 abortion statement spon-
sored by the Religious Coalition for
Abortion Rights.

Adams said the statement, signed
by 25 ethicists nationwide, was
prompted by the firing of two Catho-
lic professors over the abortion issue.
The statement, which endorsed the
Supreme Court’s 1973 ruling legaliz-
ing abortion, called “for more public
debate on the issue,” Adams said. At
least four Southern Baptists signed
the statement.

“I did inform Dr. Hemphill that
Bobby is a member of the coalition,”
confirmed Cogswell, but she added,
“No fax had anything to do with his

position as a faculty member.”

Because Adams had to cancel his
chapel address for personal reasons,
Hemphill said he discarded the fax
and thought nothing more about it.

The decision not to rehire Adams
was part of a seminary-wide effort to
cut expenses, Hemphill explained.
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“Such an act (as
RFRA) under
normal
circumstances
would be readily
enforceable by this
court. However, ...
this act seeks to
overturn an
interpretation of
the United States
Constitution by the

Supreme Gourt.”
Ruling of U.S. District
Judge Lucius Bunton

“A constitutional
amendment ...

cannot be.declared |

unconstitutional.”
Michael Whitehead,
general counsel for the
Southern Baptist
Christian Life
Commission,

Court ruling threatens Religious Freedom Act

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Setting
the stage for a potential Supreme
Court showdown, a federal judge in
Texas has ruled unconstitutional a 2-
year-old law widely promoted by re-
ligious leaders fearful of government
intervention in religious practices.

Judge Lucius Bunton of the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Texas ruled March 13 that the Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act,
passed in 1993 with strong support
from President Clinton and a broad
range of religious groups, usurps
powers traditionally granted to courts.

Bunton’s decision is at odds with
several other federal court rulings
finding the law constitutional, and
some advocates of the measure be-
lieve the issue ultimately will go to the
U S. Supreme Court.

Phil Baum, executive director of
the American Jewish Congress, criti-
cized Bunton’s decision as “idiosyn-

| cratic” and said the ruling “is nothing

more than a temporary obstacle to its
(RFRA) vindication.”

Bunton’s ruling came in a case pit-
ting the Roman Catholic archdiocese
of San Antonio against the city of

Boermne, Texas, and its historic preser-
vation law.

The case arose after the city denied
the Catholic parish in Boerne a build-
ing permit to demolish part of a 72-
year-old church building so the par-
ish could expand its sanctuary, ac-
cording to archdiocesan lawyer Tom
Drought.

“The old church only holds 230
people,” Drought said, “and the par-
ish has grown to almost 2,000 people.
Even with three masses on Sunday,
the old church cannot hold them all.”

Drought said the church itself was
not considered a historic landmark.
But its demolition and expansion
plans were blocked because it fell
within a historic district.

After mediation efforts between
church and city officials failed, the
archdiocese filed suit. Tt charged that
a city landmark-preservation ordi-
nance is illegal under RFRA.

~* The city of Boerne, located near
San Antonio, responded by attacking
the power of Congress to enact the
religious freedom law.

Drought said Bunton’s decision
would be appealed to the 5th Circuit

Court of Appeals.

The Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act was signed into law Nov. 16,
1993, after a nearly three-year cam-
paign by a coalition of religious and
civil liberties groups that spanned the
political and theological spectrum.
The coalition was led by Oliver
“Buzz” Thomas, then general coun-
sel with the Baptist Joint Committee.

-The law superseded a U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling in which the court
abandoned the test requiring govern-
ment to show it had a compelling in-
terest before it could restrict religious
practice.

Under RFRA, government must
again show a compelling interest and
demonstrate it has used the least re-
strictive means available when limit-
ing religious practice.

Bunton based his ruling on the fact
that Congress explicitly set out to
overturn a Supreme Court ruling.

“Such an act (as RFRA) under
normal circumstances would be
readily enforceable by this court,” he
said. “However, it has come to the
court’s attention that this act seeks to
overturn an interpretation of the Unit-

ed States Constitution by the Supreme
Court.”

The deliberate effort by Congress
to overturn the Court violated the doc-
trine of the separation of powers be-
tween the judiciary and Congress,
Bunton said.

In his ruling, he said he “seriously
questions” a Feb. 3 ruling by the U.S.
District Court of Hawaii, which ruled
RFRA constitutional.

“The First Amendment to the Con-
stitution does not empower Congress
to regulate all federal law in order to
achieve religious liberty,” Bunton
said.

Bunton’s interpretation was dis-
puted by Brent Walker, the current
general counsel at the Baptist Joint
Committee. Walker said the Texas
court was “flat wrong” in its interpre-
tation.

“Congress did not override a de-
cision of the Supreme Court,” Walk-
er said. “It simply created a statutory
protection for religious liberty when
the Supreme Court declined to en-
force constitutional protection.”

With additional reporting from Asso-
ciated Baptist Press

GOP school prayer amendment may bhe broadened

WASHINGTON—The school-
prayer amendment being developed
by Republicans in the House of Rep-
" resentatives' may turn out to ‘be more
of a religious liberty amendment, ac-
cording to sources close to the pro-
cess.

Representatives from several
Christian and conservative advocacy
groups met March 13 with Rep.

*Ernest Istook, R.-Okla., to craft an

amendment from several proposals.

No date has been announced for
unveiling the proposed Constitution-
al amendment, said Michael White-
head, general counsel of the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission
and the agency’s representative at the
March 13 meeting.

While the proposal has been com-
monly labeled a school prayer amend-
ment, Whitehead said it “will likely
protect more than just school prayer.”

“Consensus is forming around a
religious-equality approach, which
will command that government treat
prayer and other religious expression
equally with other kinds of speech =
Whitehead said.

“This approach would apply not
just to students in public schools but
to all persons in public settings,” he
explained. ‘“Whether in the classroom
or in city hall, if non-religious speech
is permitted by private citizens, then

rehglous speech must be treated

- equally.”
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, .

R.-Ga., announced shortly after the
November election there would be a
vote on a school prayer amendment
by July 4. He chose Istook to lead the
effort on drafting the legislation.

Istook has met with different orga-
nizations, including the CLC, on the
issue. Previously, CLC Executive Di-
rector Richard Land met with Istook
to discuss the proposed amendment.

Whitehead said a constitutional
amendment is needed, not a law.

“When people ask, “‘Why not just
pass a statute?,” you can point to the
federal judge in Texas who has just
declared unconstitutional the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act,” he
said. “Supreme Court tinkering with
the Constitution is hard to fix by stat-
ute, because the statute ultimately
winds up before the Supreme Court,
which may declare it unconstitution-
al, just as this trial judge has done.

“A constitutional amendment, on
the other hand, cannot be declared
unconstitutional.”

A federal judge in Texas ruled
RFRA unconstitutional on the same
day as the latest meeting with Istook.

RFRA, signed into law by Presi-
dent Clinton in 1993, reversed a 1990
Supreme Court decision which had

said government no longer must dem-

-onstrate a “compelling interest”. be-

fore restricting religious freedom.
RFRA restored the “compelling inter-
est” test.

RFRA was supported by a broad
coalition of religious and civil liber-
ties groups, under the leadership of
Oliver “Buzz” Thomas, then general
counsel for the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee.

The Baptist Joint Committee tra-
ditionally has opposed school prayer
amendments, and likewise would op-
pose the broadened amendment cur-
rently under development by Istook,
said Brent Walker, the current gener-
al counsel at the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee. Despite the potentially broad-
ened scope of the Republican amend-
ment, the core “still goes to school
prayer,” Walker said.

A school prayer amendment is
both unnecessary and wrong, he said.
Religious speech at public schools
and other public places already is pro-
tected by the First Amendment, so
long as the religious speech is not
sponsored by the state, Walker said.
To go further and allow state sponsor-
ship of any religious speech is wrong,
he added.

The broader issues that might be
addressed by a souped-up school
prayer amendment already have been

decided favorably by the Supreme
Court, Walker said. For.example, he
cited a case decided last year, Lamb’s
Chapel, in which the court ruled a -
public school system could not refuse
to rent facilities to religious groups if
it allowed any other groups to rent the
facilities.

School prayer issues were a major
factor in the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s split with the Baptist Joint
Committee in the late 1980s and early
1990s. Ultimately, the SBC’s new
conservative leadership succeeded in
defunding the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee and empowering the CLC as the
SBC’s official voice in Washington.

In addition to the CLC, other orga-
nizations with representatives at the
March 13 meeting with Istook were
Christian Legal Society, American
Center for Law and Justice, National
Association of Evangelicals, Liberty
Council, the Rutherford Institute,
Concerned Women for America,
Christian Coalition, Family Research
Council, American Family Associa-
tion and Christian Action Network.
Other school prayer advocates present
were William Murray, son of atheist
Madalyn Murray O’Hair; author/
speaker David Barton; and former
congressman William Dannemeyer.

Based on a Baptist Press report with
additional staff reporting

Focus on Family warns Republicans on abortion issue

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Focus
on the Family, a conservative Chris-
tian organization that claims 2.1 mil-
lion constituents, has warned Repub-
licans they will court “political disas-
ter” if they stray from a strict anti-
abortion platform.

In a letter to the chairman of the
Republican National Committee,
James Dobson, president of the Colo-
rado Springs-based ministry, said 43
percent of the voters who helped Re-
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publicans gain a Congressional ma-
jority in November identified them-
selves as evangelical Christians.

“Nevertheless,” Dobson told RNC
Chairman Haley Barbour, “you are
prepared to disregard the concerns
that brought these men and women to
the polls and rewrite the party plat-
form to exclude them. Is that not ex-
ceedingly arrogant?”

Dobson’s broadside is the second
in recent weeks from the Christian

Right, which claimed significant
credit for the Republican landslide.

Ralph Reed, executive director of
the Christian Coalition, a political or-
ganization founded by evangelist Pat
Robertson, warned recently that his
group would abandon the GOP if Re-
publicans do not support presidential
and vice-presidential nominees who
oppose abortion.

Focus on the Family launched its
attack on the Republicans in early

March with its largest mailing ever. It
sent separate letters to its constituents,
8,000 political leaders, 112,000 pas-
tors and 1,500 media members.

In the letter to pastors, which in-
cluded Barbour’s phone number,
Dobson said the Republicans’ “big
tent” philosophy could change the
party’s moral platform. “It is a pre-
scription for political disaster—but
more importantly—it is wrong,” Dob-

son wrote.



Tracts help believers organize their witnessing words

LOUISVILLE—While the
“Here’s Hope” campaign has led hun-
dreds of Kentuckians to faith in
Christ, it may have opened the eyes
of many Kentucky Baptists to the
power of using evangelistic tracts.

Tracts have been a popular means
of presenting a clear witness to the
gospel during the “Here’s Hope”
campaign. The Home Mission Board

even produced several tracts specifi-'

cally for the effort.

Monty Carter, asscciate evange-
lism director for the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, said Kentucky Bap-
tists have learned these booklets are
helpful tools for sharing the gospel.

“I think the biggest misgiving has
been that, instead of looking at it as a
resource to tailor your presentation,
many people thought they had to use
the whole presentation,” he said.

“‘Here’s Hope® enabled many to

realize they witness through lifestyle
and relationships. Flexibility is the big
word. In the past people thought there
was only one way to use a tract.”

The new Roman Road tract, with
a “Here’s Hope” cover, has been pop-
ular during the 60 days of witnessing
associated with the campaign, he said.
It is designed to look like a road map,
emphasizing how to find hope.

It comes in two versions, one us-
ing King James Scripture references
and the other using New International
version references. Including a spe-
cial “Road To Hope” youth edition,
the Home Mission Board shipped
nearly 122,000 to Kentucky.

“Here’s Hope” tracts have been
used in such diverse settings as hospi-
tals and restaurants, and often serve
as a springboard to discussion, Carter
said. He said he has heard many re-
ports of conversations where non-

believers say, “There’s no hope.”

“People come back with, ‘Maybe
there is,””” he explained. “Most have
used it once a relationship has been
established, not on a cold call.
They’ve cultivated a relationship so
they can present that tract.”

“The Road to Hope” youth tract
folds out into the shape of a cross. Not
only has it been a hit, so has one for
younger children titled “God’s Spe-
cial Plan for Children.”

The latter is interactive, with
blanks for a child’s name and respons-
es. If someone isn’t ready to make a
decision, it includes instructions on
further preparation, Carter said.

Whatever tract is used, a person
desiring to witness should view tracts
as a guide to help focus on a message,
Carter suggested. “Tracts give people
confidence who weren’t comfortable
sharing their faith before. It has guid-

Highview gets high turnout for outreach

LOUISVILLE—Members of
Highview Baptist Church in Louis-
ville have pitched in together for a
successful “Here’s Hope” witnessing
campaign, even though many of the
people involved weren’t on the front
lines of verbal witness. ;

The church, which led the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention in baptisms
last year, adapted the “Here’s Hope.
Share Jesus Now” campaign to meet
its particular situation, Pastor Bill
Hancock explained.

Instead of 60 days of witnessing,
as called for by the national plan,
Highview has done 80 days of wit-

. nessing.

And instead of just focusing on
people willing to tell someone about
Jesus every day during that period, the
church helped others find supportive
roles in the ministry. ,

The congregation is thrilled about
the 18 people who have been baptized
so far as a result of the witnessing ef-
fort, Hancock said. But the church
also is thrilled by the number of peo-
ple participating in all phases of the
campaign.

“Overall, there is an elevated ex-
citement and expectation,” he said.
“But I think the excitement here is the

HENDERSON—Nobody is more
thrilled about the 60 days of “Here’s
Hope” witnessing at First Baptist
Church of Henderson than Pastor Bill
Patterson.

JIt’s something we should do ev-
erygday,” said Patterson, who recent-
ly baptized one of several teenagers
who have professed faith in Jesus
Christ since January. “But because of
this emphasis, it’s made me more
aware of what the Lord would have
us to do—to share Christ more often.”

One of the pastor’s most exciting
experiences occurred on a Saturday
night in late January. He was feeling
bad because he had failed to share his
faith with anyone that day when a
couple whose marriage he had per-

additional number of people involved
in the process. The blessings have
come for those involved.”

Highview’s focus has been on a
revised version of the church’s week-
ly visitation program. Instead of the
usual turnouts of 15 to 25 people, an
average of 150 have participated
since “Here’s Hope” began, he said.

About half of those people go out
to visit prospects with a personal wit-
ness. Such contacts have resulted in
from two to five professions of faith
each week, Hancock said.

Meanwhile, other participants stay
at church and pray, write letters to
prospects and those who have been
missing Sunday school lately, and
make phone calls to locate additional
prospects. Some care for the children
of the other volunteers.

To prepare for the current cam-
paign, last fall Highview formed
“power teams” of two to three peo-
ple. Those teams visited approximate-
ly 80 percent of the church’s 2,000

member homes to pray with them and

foster revival within the church.
Those teams were asked to remain
intact as “Here’s Hope” witnessing
teams, with 172 people responding.
Another 170 committed to do some

formed a few weeks before called.

Patterson went to see the couple,
Don and Sheila Farris, at their request.
But the couple got tied up talking to
anothét son soon after he arrived. So
Patterson struck up a conversation
with Josh Farris, a high school senior.

As they talked, Josh told the pas-
tor he had been thinking about be-
coming a Christian because of some
recent contact with members of the
church’s youth group.

Patterson took out a Billy Graham
tract, “Steps to Peace with God,” and
went through it.

As he was finishing, he noticed
Josh’s two younger brothers and their
father had entered the room. All were
listening intently.

form of visitation or outreach during
the 80-day period.
Hancock said there has been “an
amazing response” to home visits.
When two women visited one eld-
erly resident and told her where they
were from, she replied, “I’m lost, I’'m

"lost. I want to be saved.” Besides

leading her to Christ, the church visit-
ed her brother, who was dying of can-
cer.
Hancock said one of the highlights
for him came when he visited a cou-
ple and the woman’s brother and led
all of them to become Christians.

When he arrived at that home, one
man handed him a brochure about
Christ’s second coming and wanted to
know if it was true. When Hancock
assured him it was, he said, “I’m
scared to death. I want to be saved.”

Norman Coe, assistant pastor in
charge of staff and program coordi-
nation at Highview, said “Here’s
Hope” has been a shot in the arm for
the church.

In addition to those who commit-
ted to witness during the campaign,
Highview hopes to have 2,000 peo-
ple at the first day of revival services
next month. Coe said more than 1,400
already have committed to attend.

+Wedding also led to new relation with Christ

° When he invited Josh to pray to
trust Christ, all three boys knelt with
the pastor. So did Don Farris, a Hen-
derson policeman who rededicated
his life to Christ and joined the church
the next day.

Josh, who was baptized earlier this
month, also started bringing a friend
to church. Both attended a recent
youth retreat, Patterson said.

Patterson said the phone call from
the Farrises wasn’t the only call that
led to a witnessing encounter during
the “Here’s Hope” campaign.

Two other calls came from people
in personal distress. Both said they
saw the pastor’s name in the phone
book and just felt led to call, though
neither knew his church affiliation.

ed the conversation. They’re not just
left on their own.”

Tracts also are more effective
when accompanied by a personal ex-
planation, he added. This gives the
message a personal touch, as well as
lending credibility and authority.

Carter also offered these sugges-
tions for effective use of tracts:

1 If you’re not able to explain the
tract because the other person is too

_ busy, offer to come back later.

I Keep your word. “Don’t ever say
you’ll follow up and fail to do so.
They want to know you care.”

I Avoid being inflexible or dog-
matic. Shoving a tract at someone and
insisting they need it brings negative
reactions.

I Never leave a tract instead of a
tip at a restaurant. “Many times I put
my tip in a tract and make sure it’s the
standard rate, if not more.”

Recommended tracts
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Kentucky Brotherhood has

hosted by the KBC planned two bass-fishing tournaments
minister/church " this sprmg that provide excellent op-
relations division ortunities to introduce unchurched
April 17-18in riends to the gospel-while enjoying
Louisville. For c"“(‘)pe“""e fishing. i A g
details, call (502) ne tournament wil be held Ap
945 41’01 14-15 at Mountain View Baptist Camp
- : on Lake Cumberland. Another will be
: held at Jonathan Creek Baptist Assem-
B Children’s bly on Kentucky Lake April 21-22.
concert Both events provide fishing,
The Kentucky Baptist  fellowshi fun for

men and Eoys Prizes will
be awarded each day for
first, second and third
place in bass, as

well as for
first in /\
open fish-

All-State Children’s
Choir will conclude
its annual workshop
with a free concert
April 23 at Crescent
Hill Baptist Church in

Louisville. The 3 ing and for
p.m. concert is open big fish in ‘
to the public. bass.
Fea-
B Music camp tured
It's not foo late to speaker at ,
register your fourth- the Jonathan Creek tournament will
fifth- or sixth-grader be Shaw Grigsby, fourth on the all-
for the Kentucky
Baptist Children’s
Music Camp to be
held at Cedarmore
Baptist-Assembly. - -
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MEN AND BOYS, BROTHERHOOD LEADERS

- Two tournaments are fishing for men

time BASS money list. Grigsby has

been featured on numerous television

ﬂrograms and magazine articles. He
as been second for BASS Angler of
the Year in 1994 and 1991. He also is
a Christian family man with a power-
ful testimony.

Featured speaker at the Lake Cum-

ber-
land
tourna-
/ ment will
(/' be Randy
Howell, the
youngest per-

son ever to quali-

fy in the BASS Top 100
Trial and the youngest person ever to
qualify for the Red Man regional tour-
nament. Howell is 2 full-time touring
pro and fish is a Chris-

ny.

Randy .waell

Shaw Grigsby

Both events offer a Friday tourna-
ment and a Saturday tournament.
Lodging and meals are available on-
site.

H Dates: Apnl 14-15 at Lake Cum-
berland and April 21-22 at Kentucky
Lake.

B Times: Tournaments both days
at both locations are from 7 a.m. to 4
gm The Friday evening program at

oth locations is at 7 p.m.

B Cost: $20 per person for each
day of tournament, plus minimal fees
for breakfast and lodgmg if desired.

B Registration and informa-
tion: Contact Kentucky Brotherhood
office at (502) 245-4101, Box 43433,
Louisville, Ky. 40253.

APTISTS

PASTORS, DISCIPLESHIP &
STEWARDSHIP LEADERS

Here’s help
for talking
about money

If you've been waiting for
just the right time to talk with
your church about money, plan
to participate in this year’s doc-
trinal study, “Partners with
God.”

This study will teach your
congregation the biblical basis
of stewardship, six biblical prin-
ciples of money management
and how to build God’s king-
dom locally and globally
through financial support.

The study may be adapted to
a weeklong emphasis, a series
stretching over several Sundays,
a weekend retreat or a one-day
seminar.

The suggested dates for the
study are April 16-20, but it will
be effective in your church any
time you choose to use it.

B Information: Call the
KBC’s discipleship training of-
fice at (502) 245-4101.

PASTORS, MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

Growth Spiral =

management

July 24-28. For
information, call the
KBC church music
office at (502) 245-
4101, .

M Doctrine study
April 16-20 is the
- suggested date for
churchesto.
participate in the
Southern Baptcst

WMU LEADERS, WOMEN
"~ for
deacons

Representatives of Kentucky Wom-

~ inApril and learn how Growth Spi-

Find out what’s new in WMU

ral can help your church balance
the demands of increasing enroll-
ment, esasnding facilities, improv-
ing Sunday school and more.

M Date and place: April 11 at
Eastwood Baptist Church in Bowl-
ing Green and April 13 at Northern

, Kentucky Baptist Association’s of-
fice in Erlanger.

wtl; e you've heard of the
Growth Spiral before and thought
it was just another church- growth
gumnick

1It’s not.

Growth Splral reallz is about
management. Even a church that
seems to be developing strongly
can benefit from the Growth Sp1

_ ral’s methods for managmifro M Time: 8:30 am. to 2: 50 pm.-
and balancing it in sensi - Cost: Free. »
tainable ways. - M Lunch: On your own.

B Information: Call the KBC
Sunday school department at (502)

Attend one of two Growth Sﬂy
245 4101

~ ral conferences slated for Kentuc

Church, April 5, 10 a.m.

A new booklet
called “Gift Based
Deacon Ministry” is now available
from the KBC church growth and
,admimstrauon division.

The booklet was written by
- Vernon Cole and Monty Carter of

Garland, pastot of Zion Baptist
Clmrch in Hendersxm
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the KBC staff, along with Dan

an’s Missionary Union will be touring

the state in April for a series of infor-

llmational meetings open to the pub-
C.

These meetings will offer in-
sight into the major curriculum
changes WMU will enact this
fall as well as general informa-
tion about WMU.

Whether you're a long-
time WMU leader or just
thinking about starting a
WMU organization in your
church, you'll find help and
inspiration at these sessions.

The dates and places are:

B Mayfield, High Point
Baptist Church, April 3, 7

& Prmceton Northsnl)e Bap-
tist Church, Aprll 4,10 am.

[ ] Morganﬁeld First Baptist
Church, April 4, 7 p.m.

| 0wensboro First Baptist

| Russellvﬂle Second Baptist
Church, April 6, 10 2.m.
‘" Glasgow Glasgow Baptist
Church, April 6 7 pm.
i Jamestown, First Baptist
Church, April 7, 10 a.m.
B Danville, First Baptist
Church, April 7, 7 p.m.
& London Cormth Bap-
tist Church, Apnl 24,7 p.m.
] Hazard First Bapnst
Church, April 25 10 a.m.
E Allen Allen Baptist
Church, April 26, 7 p.m.
| Grayson First Baptist
Church, April 26, 10 2.m.
& Wmchester Central Bap-
tist Church, April 27 10 a.m.
i Shelbyvnlle First Baptist
Church, April 28, 10 a.m.
] Ehzabethtown Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, April 28, 7 p-m.




SENIOR ADULTS & LEADERS

Senior adult
retreats set

Join senior adults from across the
state at two Senior Adult Retreats
sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s family ministry depart-
ment this spring. Both retreats feature
worship, music, Bible study, special-
interest conferences and fellowship.

One retreat is set for Cedarmore
Baptist Assembly May 15-17, and the
other for Jonathan Creek Baptist As-
sembly May 22-24.

Keynote speaker at Cedarmore will
be Robert Baker, pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church in Lexington. Keynote
speaker at Jonathan Creek will be Dav-
id Nelson, retired pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Owensboro.

Special-interest conferences offered
at both retreats include “Leisure Activ-
ities for Fun and Ministry,” “Grandpar-
enting by Grace,” “Understanding Mor-
monism,” “Help 'for an Effective Prayer
Life” and “Senior Adult Ministry in the
Church.”

M Dates: May 15-17 at Cedarmore
and May 22-24 at Jonathan Creek.

B Times: From 3 p.m. Monday
_ through lunch Wednesday.

M Cost: From $59 to $80 per per-

son, depending on location and type -

of accomodation. Day-time only rates
also are available.

B Reservations: Send a deposit of
$15 per:person directly to the confer-
ence center—Cedarmore, Box 37,
Bagdad, Ky. 40003-0037 or Jonathan
Creek, 3043 Beal Rd., Hardin, Ky.
42048,

M Information: Call the KBC fam-
ily ministry office at (502) 245-4101
Zr write to Box 43433, Louisville, Ky.

0253.

March 26
M Start-A-Church Commitment
Sunday

March 28
B Senior Adult Celebration at
First Baptist Church of Ashland

March 30
M Senior Adult Gelebration at
« First Baptist Church of London

March 31-April 1

M State Acteens Conference at
Central Baptist Church of
Winchester

April 7-9

M BSU Leadership Training
Conference at First Baptist

Church of Owensboro

April 9
M Palm Sunday
B Cooperative Program Day
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YOUTH & YOUTH LEADERS

:: “There is No Fear” is the theme

of this year’s YouthFest youth
evangelism conference, June 9 10 -

~ at the Frankfort Civic Center.

~ YouthFest '95 will encourage., Y

youth to experience a life in Jesus

Christ in order to deal with the fear

and challenges they face. Don’t
~miss the opportunity to join 6,000
~ Kentucky youths and their leaders
for a weekend of celebratlon, chal-
lenge, fun and motivation.

B Dates: June 9-10.

M Place: Frankfort.

B Times: Doors open at 5:30
gm June 9, and the first session

egins at 7 p.m.

B Cost: $5 per person in ad-
vance or $6 per person at the door.

B Note: A brochure mailed to
youth leaders earlier incorrectly
said YouthFest T-shirts were avail-
able in both white and blue. Blue
shirts are not available, only white.

| LodFmg A list of Frankfort-
area hotels is available from the
KBC evangelism office.

M Information: Call the KBC
evangelism office at (502) 245-
4101 or write to Box 43433, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40253.

W Jewish Fellowship Week

April 11

W KBC committee on
nominations orientation meeting
at Baptist Building

B Sunday School Growth Spiral
Conference at Eastwood Baptist
Church in Bowling Green

April 13

| Sunday School Growth Splral
Conference at Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association office

April 14
B Good Friday

April 14-15
M State fishing tournament at
Lake Cumberland

April 16
M Easter Sunday

Alicia

April 17-18
B Welcome to Kentucky meeting
for ministers new to Kentucky

April 17-21
M Baptist doctrine study

April 21

M Children’s Bible drill at Porter
Memorial Baptist Church in
Lexington and Unity Baptist
Church in Ashland

 April 21-22

W Kentucky WMU annual .
meeting at First Baptist Church
of Bowling Green

B State fishing tournament at
Jonathan Creek/Kentucky Lake

April 21-23 .

M All-State Children’s: Choir, with
concluding concert at Crescent
Hill Baptist Church in Louisville

April 22

M Children’s Bible drill at
Highview Baptist Church in
Louisville

The Matthews

0000000000000 00OCFOFONINOGOGDONOGEONONOSOIONOEOINONOOPEOGNOMNOTOSTOOIOEOEODPROESE®

~of church

APTISTS

Never fear, YouthFest ’95 is near'

Jerry Johnston

Are you ready

for a retreat?

If you're planmng a retreat or
training session for a church group,
consider the benefits of a get-away
to Jonathan Creek Baptist Assem-
bly. This is a great time to come to
Jonathan Creek, because dlscount
rates are available through
Nestled along the shore of eau
tiful Kentucky Lake, Jonathan
Creek offers the serenity of a quiet
retreat and the excitement of one
of America’s most enjoyable recre-

ational settings.

The 125-acre retreat is located

three miles west of the entrance to

the Land Between the Lakes. Nu-
merous attractions are nearby, in

cluding water sports, three state
resort parks, a planetarium, shop

ping, restaurants and historic sites.
" Jonthan Creek provide clean,
comfortable facilities at competi- _'
tive rates

d the staff works dili-
gently to mee 2ds

' Representatlves of

Kentucky Woman’s.
- Missionary Union
will be touring the

~ state in April fora.

series of
. mformattqnal

_meetings about

WMU -‘wo}rk-ﬁ; .

Apnlgts e
Cooperative Program ’
Day, and the
‘Kentucky Baptist
 Church has free
resources to help

~ your church keep
 members informed

about worldwide
missions through
cooperat;ve glvmg ;
See the item in this
Events section for
details.

M YouthFest
“There is No Fear” is
the theme of this -
year’s YouthFest
youth evangelism
conference June 9-
10 in Frankfort. Plan
now to join more
than 6,000 Kentucky
youths for one.of the
Km]tuck'y‘ Bﬂptlst, v
_ Convention’s biggest
events of the year.

; ‘I‘;B‘low 'yOur horn
The Church Music
Instrumental

_ Workshop for

Kentucky Baptists is
April 28-29 at ’
_Immanuel Baptist

* Church in Lexington.
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New Orleans
search committee
reports

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—
The committee searching
for the next president of
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
has 22 candidates under
consideration and hopes
to make a selection
before the Southern
Baptist Convention
annual meeting June 20.
Current President
Landrum Leavell
previously announced
his retirement.
Presidential search
committee chairman
Morris Anderson of
-Pigeon Forge, Tenn.,
reported on the
committee’s progress

during the spring trustee -

meeting.

The search committee
informed the trustees of
a 10-point criteria they
are using to evaluate
potential candidates.
According to this list, the
committee is looking for
“a man of godiy,
impeccable integrity”
who presents himself as
a statesman, is a “strong
conservative” with
administrative and
pastoral skills and the
potential to serve about
10 years in the post.

An earned doctoral
degree is preferred, but
not essential, the
committee reported.
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GLG endorses
changes; elects
staff member

RALEIGH, N.C. (ABP)—Trust-
ees of the Southern Baptist Christian
Life Commission endorsed changes
proposed in a reorganization of the
Southern Baptist Convention, hired a
new media-relations director and
voiced their opposition to the confir-
mation of Henry Foster as U.S. sur-
geon general March 2.

Recommendations of a blue-rib-
bon program and structure commit-
tee, which would reduce the number
of SBC agencies from 19 to 12, would
call for a name change for the 48-
year-old moral-concerns agency but
leave its mission basically unchanged.
CLC commissioners endorsed chang-
ing the agency’s name to the Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission
and replacing its current program
statement with a new mission assign-
ment drafted by the study committee.

The committee asked trustees of
SBC agencies to endorse the recom-
mendations so leaders may say the
study “has the support of the agen-
cies” when it is presented for vote at
this summer’s annual convention in
Atlanta.

CLC commissioners also voted

unanimously to elect 51-year-old Bill
Merrell, director of missions for Co-
manche-Cotton Baptist Association
in Lawton, Okla., as director of me-
dia and product development.

Merrell brings 28 years of experi-
ence as a pastor in Texas and Okla-
homa to the post. Land said the
CLC’s “needs have changed” since
Louis Moore was hired in 1988, lead-
ing him to nominate a person “who
can give us more help with program
areas.”

_Merrell has no journalism experi-
ence but does have “journalistic apti-
tude,” Land said.

Merrell’s primary experience in
ethics has come through involvement
in anti-abortion causes.

“Losing A Child”
Help for hurting parents

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Send $6.95 to:
Helpers in Ministries, P.0. Box 478,
Newburgh, IN 47629

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.

BAPTISTRIES
WATER HEATER
STEEPLES

CROSSES
Buy Directly from Manufacturer
Box 518 Orange, Texas

BAPTISTS

Free Materials for Cooperative Program Day!

Cooperative Progr am Day is KBC Cooperative Program Free Materials Order Form
April 9, and the Kentucky | Quantity Item Item #
Baptist Convention has free Missionary Moments (Limit one per church) CP 18
resources available for use in Cooperative Program Day in Your Church CP 4
Planning Guide
all churches. Transformation Through Cooperative Giving
Cooperative Program 1994-95 Budget Brochure
Draw on thiS Variety Of ﬁ.ee (Identifies destination of CP dollars—includes pie graph)
pl . g guides and mass- goopera:ive :rogram ;ulleun B;)ar(::shﬂ . g:;
. A ooperative Program Messages for ren
distribution tracts to enhance P IR T . .
p f th Cooperative Program Activity Book for Children CP1
your pl'OIIlOthIl of the Personalized Computer Printout of your church’s CP
Cooperative Program, whether giving since September 1994. (4llow two weeks delivery)
on C()()perative Pr()gram Day Avariety of tracts are available to enhance your Cooperative
) ] Program Prometion and Education (while supplies last)
or any time ughout Quantity Item Item #
the year. “Do My Church’s Cooperative Program Gifts Count?” | NCT81
“A Plan that Works” NCT0-7
The KBC church growth and P5. Are You Listening”
~ administration office also will “Teamwork”
prov1de a persona]jzed pl'iIltOllt “What is the Cooperative Program” NCP-28
of your church’s Cooperative “Why increase Cooperative Program Giving” NCT5:9
gram Vi i “Why We Include the Cooperative Program NCT0-5
Pro 4 SIEHIE SIeE _| in our Church Budget”
September 199 ) upon request. “Cram Course in Cooperative Program Giving”
: “Can We Afford to be Missionaries?”
To order materials, fill out o
this form and mail it to KBC all g
tlle I(BC ChllI'Ch gl'OWth aIld Contact Person s
administration office, Box Address »
43433, Louisville, Ky. 40253, or | City, State Zip
call (502) 2454101, | { Phone

\ Steeples &
| Baptistries &7
| Daptistries syl
i|: Fromthe world’s
fl |1 largestmanufacturer of
fiberglass church products
© Krinklglas®
Windows
Lighted Wall o Baptistry Heaters
Sy Crosses A

Call or write for
our free catalog

1-800-527-1459

PQ Box 1340
Henderson, TX75653-1340

FIBERGLASS
- SPECIALTIES
INCORPORATED

RECOGNITION OF DECEASED KENTUCKY BAPTIST LEADERS

The 1995 KBCObituaries Report will include information on dgeeased persons whohave served our Lordand Kentucky
Baptistsina noteworthy manner. We are including persons who died during the convention year, September 1, 1994 through
August 31, 1995. ‘

These persons would be Kentucky Baptist ministers, missionaries, educators, laypersons, institutional
leaders and staff and others whose Christian service has significantly benefitted our state convention fellowship
and mission programs.

We need your help to gather the following information:

Full name of deceased

Date of birth

Active or retired status in last position held in city, state where located
Name of church where member, association, state where located
Service or ministry worthy of recognition (briefly stated)

il e I S

Please forward this information before September 5 to:
Obituaries Report - 1995
Dr. G. Allen West
c/o Executive Office
Kentucky Baptist Convention
P. O. Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433

These obituary entries will be reported to the 1995 KBC annual meeting in Owensboro. You are an
important part of our network to gather information on those servants who deserve to be remembered among
Kentucky Baptists.

We are grateful to you.

G. Allen West - Person to report to the 1995 KBC annual meeting

¢




BAPTISTS

NASHVILLE (BP)—The annual
report of Southern Baptist Conven-
tion statistics usually includes num-
bers from 10 ministry areas, accom-
panied by information on gains and
losses from the previous year.

Not so for 1994.

Dramatic changes in the reporting
process, separate reporting of church-
es and missions and changes in data
collection and verification made the
1994 figures statistically noncompa-
rable with the numbers of previous
years, according to Cliff Tharp, super-
visor of the strategic information unit
at the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board.

Even the name has changed from
Uniform Church Letter to Annual
Church Profile.

For 1994, the SBC statistics in-
clude only totals for the year. Tally-
ing increases or decreases from 1993
figures would be misleading, he em-
phasized.

Totals of nationwide information

20' to 33' Buses by Cham ion

Motor Coach inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(New and Used)

* 12 to 37 adult capacity
e Over 30 used buses for sale

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
PO. Box 2126
Brentwood, TN 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today
1-800-370-6180
1-615-371-6180

“We Can Sell Your Used Bus or Van”

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

reported for 1994 include:

B Churches, 39,910.

I Baptisms, 378,463.

0 Total church membership,
15,619,912.

§ Ongoing Sunday school enroll-
ment, 8,263,558.

0 Discipleship training enrollment/
participation, 2,223,955.

§ Ongoing music ministry enroll-
ment/participation, 1,841,583.

§ Ongoing Woman’s Missionary
Union enrollment, 1,104,706.

I Brotherhood enrollment/partici-
pation, 646,028.

0 Total tithes, offerings and special
gifts, $5,572,451,828.

0 Mission expenditures,
$815,640,533.

While the number of Southern .

Baptist churches, 39,910, represents

an increase of 1,169 from the 1993 .

total of 38,741, Tharp strongly ad-
vised against any such comparisons.
He said the 1994 increase in number
of churches includes both new
churches and many existing churches
that simply have not been counted
before. Also, in past years, the statis-
tics for churches and any missions
they sponsored were counted togeth-
er. For 1994, churches and missions
reported separately.

SBC statistics figured differently

The new format for gathering sta-
tistical data involves a partnership be-
tween associations, state conventions
and the Sunday School Board, Tharp
explained. Under the new system, as-
sociations and state conventions are
tallying the totals and forwarding
them to the Sunday School Board.

Major responsibility for checking
and verifying church statistics is be-
ing done at the associational and state
levels which are closer to and more
knowledgeable about individual
churches, he said.

Because of this change, final to-
tals for the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention are not yet available, said Jim
Hawkins, KBC executive associate.
A significant number of Kentucky
churches have not yet turned in their

statistics using the new format; he | . = .
said, but efforts are underway to coI- s

lect the remaining data.

While statistics for non-reporting
churches have been estimated at the
national level in the past, the KBC
wants to establish an accurate base-
line with actual data this year, he
said.

Kentucky churches which have
not yet completed the Annual
Church Profile should contact the
KBC immediately.

Only $29%

1

A thirty-minute video tribute
to the wit and wisdom of the
“Prime Minister of Humor”

plus $3 postage & handling

Videotape sales fund the
Grady Nutt Emergency -
Student Aid Scholarship
at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Color ¢ VHS ¢ Great for personal gifts
or additions to church libraries!
To order by credit card: phone 1-800-BAYLORU (ask for

Alumni Association) or FAX 1-817-755-1096. Give name,
delivery address, daytime phone, and VISA or Mastercard

1. BAYLOR

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION for additional charge.

number and expiration date.
Allow 7 days for delivery after
order; 2-day shipping available

By the latest
count, Southern
Baptists number
15.6 million people
in 39,910
churches.




FAMILY

The Brotherhood
Commission will
introduce a new
men’s ministry
program this year,
with small
“accountability”
groups for men as
one feature.

14

Brotherhood
launching
new men’s
programs

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—IJim
Burton won’t be drawn into a discus-
sion of how Promise Keepers is suc-
ceeding at motivating Baptist men
where traditional Brotherhood pro-
grams might have failed.

“I’'m not interested in arguing
with a movement of God,” said Bur-
ton, director of men’s ministries for
the Southern Baptist Brotherhood
Commission in Memphis, Tenn.

Instead, Burton emphasized the
way Promise Keepers and the Broth-
erhood Commission complement
each other, with the former motivat-
ing men to their godly calling and the
latter equipping the local church to
minister to, teach and send out its
men.’

Burton sees this as a critical time
in America’s history, with families in
dysfunction and churches lacking
men in leadership roles.

Yet it’s a blessed time, as evi-
denced by men packing stadiums to
praise and worship God and to reded-
icate themselves to God, he said.

“Certainly we as Southern Bap-
tists don’t want to miss the activity
of God,” Burton said.

The Brotherhood Commission
will recommend to the Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
this June in Atlanta that it endorse
Promise Keepers as a worthy part of
men’s ministries in local Baptist
churches.

The Brotherhood Commission
has done a good job of challenging a
man, handing him a hammer or a
soup ladle, Burton said. But it has not
done as well at putting an arm around
that man and asking about his Chris-
tian walk, or what might be standing
between him and God, Burton admit-
ted.

That’s the impetus for a new
“men’s ministries” program the
Brotherhood Commission plans to
introduce in October.

He describes it as a “smorgas-
bord” of approaches from which
churches can choose.

Burton admitted the plan does
bear some similarity Yo the Promise
Keepers movement, but said it was
not fashioned after Promise Keep-
ers.

The new program could move
Brotherhood organizations in Iocal
churches beyond traditional monthly
meetings, he said, although that may
continue in many places.

But new options will be offered,
including small accountability
groups for men called “team build-
ers.

This is the strongest connection
with Promise Keepers, he said. But
the challenge will be to bring these
small groups to have an outward fo-
cus rather than an inward focus. This
will be done by keeping missions ed-
ucation the top priority of the Broth-
erhood Commission’s resources, he
said.
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Rally calls men to focus on their families

Continued from page 1

camped on folding chalrs, some
watching him on video screens.
“What do they call this—the industri-

_ al tabernacle or something?”

Not that he minded. “We need to
fill a few warehouses—amen?”

Phil Hunter, pastor of West Coun-
ty Community Church. in St. Louis,

set the plain-speaking tone of the
event in his opening sermon when he
affirmed men coming together for
worship and fellowship. “If you’re
trying to walk the Christian life alone,
you’re a fool!” he said.

Hunter predicted that many men
would want to go home from the con-
ference and tell their wives, “I’ve not

been lovmg youas Christ loves me—
forgive me.” Men would want to con-
fess to their children they had been
provoking them to anger, and again
ask forgiveness, he said.

A man cannot live the Christian
life without inviting Jesus in, Hunter
concluded. “The way to have a Sav-
ior is to make him Lord.”

‘Marriage Savers’ movement gaining attention

NASHVILLE (BP)—The “True
Love Waits” abstinence campaign
isn’t the only Southern Baptist story

~ gaining widespread attention these

days. A

Three nationally known news pub-
lications have taken notice of Baptist
Sunday School Board resources de-
signed to save marriages.

Time, U.S. News & World Report
and The Washington Times all have
printed stories recently about di-
vorce—a plague they report is weak-
ening American society.

In their stories, they refer to syndi-
cated religion columnist Michael Mc-
Manus and the community marriage
policy he is promoting around the
country. McManus is author of two

" books being offered within a video

package by the Sunday School
Board—Marriage Savers” and “In-
suring Marriage: 25 Proven Ways to
Prevent Divorce.”

“Sixty percent of American chil-
dren born today will see their parents
divorced by the time they are 18,”
McManus said in an earlier Baptist
Press interview. “Of those children
who have suffered this pain of di-

vorce, half of them will see a second -

divorce before they are 18.”

Other statistics McManus routine-
ly quotes are:

I Six of 10 new marriages will end
in divorce or separation.

B 1 million children will see their:

parents divorce this year.

U One-half of new marriages annu-
ally are remarriages.

0 75 percent of remarriages fail.

In the Feb. 27 issue of U.S. News
& World Report, McManus is quoted
as saying: “God hates divorce.”

In Time, Feb. 27, McManus said
churches must take more responsibil-
ity for creating marriages that last,
noting that fewer than 20 percent of
American couples had premarital
counseling.

“If it is the job of a church to bond
couples for life, it has to provide more
help before and after,” he said.

A member of Fourth Presbyterian
Church of Bethesda, Md., McManus
has traveled to nearly 30 cities—in-
cluding Louisville—touting his com-
munity marriage policy. He has trav-
eled from Fairbanks, Alaska, and
Modesto, Calif., to Atlanta.

The marriage policy “galvanizes
support from an array of groups,” Tim
Cleary; a consultant of single adult
work at the Sunday School Board,
said in the March 1 Washington
Times article.

“Young people are choosing to re-
main single or unmarried out of fear,
because they’ve seen so many prob-
lems in marriages,” he said. “They are
looking for someone to tell them right
and wrong.”

Essentially, the community mar-
riage policy is an effort to join the

forces of area clergy from several de-
nominations in signing a community
contract that would radically reduce
the divorce rate, McManus said.

He believes the answer lies in ecu-
menical cooperation: If most of the
ministers in a community agree to a
set of standards on marriage, those
standards will become the norm for

‘the community.

Some of the rules of the communi-
ty marriage contract include:

§ Requiring engaged couples to
undergo a minimum of four months
of marriage preparation and com-
plete a premarital inventory that
identifies areas of conflict in the re-
lationship.

* B Having mentor couples in the
congregation work with engaged and
newlywed couples.

§ Encouraging engaged and mar-
ried couples to attend weekend en-
counters.

§ Appointing a committee of at-
torneys to draft possible changes in
marriage and divorce laws.

McManus’ two books are pack-
aged by the Sunday School Board.
with a Marriage Savers video series
and a leader’s guide. Cleary said the
video package helps church leaders
know how to address the issues and
needs of people who are dating, en-
gaged, newly married, estranged
couples, separated and divorced cou-
ples and remarried/blended families.



PEOPLE

— CLASSIFIED ADS

- WANTED: Used pews, 10 feet
long; must be in good condition at
reasonable price. Leave message on
machine at (502) 737-3952.

SEEKING: Resumés to fill the
vacancy of pastor are being accepted
and may be sent to Pastor Search
Committee, First Baptist Church, c/o
Vester Lewis, P.O. Box 57, Stearns,
KY 42647.

WANTED: Part-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to Middle Creek
Baptist Church, 3595 Carter Bros.
Rd., Hodgenville, KY 42748.

SEEKING: Corinth Baptist
Church, a modern church in a rural
setting, is seeking a full-time pastor.
Please send resumé to: Eva G. Harris,
secretary of Pulpit Committee, 9 Syl-
vania Ave., Winchester, KY 40391.

SEEKING: The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary is seeking to
fill a tenured or tenurable position at
the associate or full professor rank in
the School of Church Music for fall
1995: Applicants must demonstrate
research and experience in the aca-
demic areas of worship, hymnology
and musicology, and in the applied
area of voice. Applicants should have
a research doctorate and should be
able to affirm the seminary’s state-
ment of faith. All candidates must be
members of a Baptist congregation
and emphasize conservative-evangel-
ical theology. Candidates will have
the opportunity to teach in profession-
al and doctoral programs and must
have a strong commitment to prepare
people for Christian ministry. Send
biographical information to- Search
Committee Dean, Office of the Vice
President for Academic Administra-
tion, Box 319, 2825 Lexington Rd.,

Louisville, KY 40280. The position
" will begin in August 1995. Nomina-
tions and applications will be accept-
ed until the appointment is made. The
seminary reserves the right to pursue
the search as long as pecessary to find
the right person for this important as-
signment.

SEEKING: Full-time associate
pastor with primary responsibilities in
youth/children and Christian educa-
tion. Send resumé to Staff Search
Committee, Second Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 390, Greenville, KY 42345.

WANTED: Church bus; mini-
mum 25-passenger. Phone (502) 828-
3143.

WANTED: Mother’s Day Out
coordinator. Mondays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
$5 per hour. If interested, please call
Southside Baptist Church, (502) 363-
3915.

NEEDED: Full-time church sec-
retary; variety of duties. Contact Au-
dubon Baptist Church, (502) 635-

- 6750.

WANTED: Bivocational minister
of youth and evangelism; 23-25 hours
per week. Live within reasonable
commute. Resumés to: Rev. Doug
Bunch, Trinity Southern Baptist
Church, 309 E. Shelby St., Falmouth,
KY 41040. Phone (606) 654-2681.

WANTED: Newspaper reader/
cutter. Looking for a challenge? Call
us! No previous experience neces-
sary. Applicant required to have good
reading and memory retention skills.

Position involves reading, coding and .

clipping Kentucky publications for
clients; also includes assistance in of-
fice with assorted tasks. Permanent,
part-time employment; 3 or 4 day
week; hours (days only) and days (M-
F only) negotiable, within our means;
3- to 6-month training period; on pro-
bation until fully trained. Request
commitment to long-term employ-
ment. Start as cutter at $4.25/hr.;
$4.50/hr. upon completion of train-
ing. Call (502) 339-7311 anytime—
leave name/number on answering
machine if office is closed.

SEEKING: Interim or part-time
minister of youth. If interested, send
resumé to FBC, 200 S. Lincoln Blvd.,
Hodgenville, KY 42748-1414, or call
(502) 358-3910, or after 5 p.m. 358-
3746 or 737-4657.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

State Acteens Conference.

serving in New England.

during the Friday evening session.

State Acteens Conference

More than 1,000 teenage girls from across Kentucky will gather at
Central Baptist Church in Winchester March 31-April 1 for the Kentucky

Conference leaders include Trish Landers of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board, who wrote the new Acteens song, "Together,
Hand in Hand,"and Laura Lee Chamblee, a creative home missionary

Participants will enjoy great music, inspiring missions speakers, 16
special-interest conferences and more. Acteens who have completed a
level in the StudiAct program during the past year will be recognized

Dates: March 31-April 1; Place: Central Baptist Church, Winchester;
Cost: $12 per person; Pre-Registration: Mail registration form and
money by March 24 to Kentucky WMU, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville,
KY 40253-0433. For more information call 502-245-4101.

It A

]

Palm Sunday ‘Weekend
7:30 PM nightly

(No admission charge -
nursery provided

Bi-A+P<T T8 T
1667 Alexandria Drive, Lexington, Kentucky

C HURZC

(606) 277-7391
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Fourth missionary attacked in one month

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Missis-
sippian Tom Thurman has become
the fourth Southern Baptist foreign

. missionary in a month accosted by

robbers on the mission field.

The string of incidents should re-
mind Southern Baptists that 4,000
missionaries around the world are on
the front lines of a spiritual warfare
and need prayer for their ministries
and safety, said Randy Sprinkle, di-
rector of the Foreign Mission Board’s
international prayer strategy office.

Thurman, 61, of Monticello,
Miss., was stabbed in the hand Feb.
19 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in a strug-

gle with a man who demanded his

briefcase.

The slight injury required two
stitches. Thurman, a 30-year veteran
of missions, fulfilled a preaching as-
signment that evening.

Three other Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries also recently reported at-

tacks by robbers. On Jan. 20, Keith -

Here’s Hope Bible Conference

March 24-26  Lewisport Baptist Church
Bible teacher: Dr. Thomas Lea, Professor of New Testament
since 1979 at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
March 24: Covered-dish Supper 6-p.m., Bible Conference 7 p.m.
March 25: Free Breakfast (reservations) 8 a.m.
Bible Conference 9 a.m. & 7 p.m. «®
March 26: Bible Conferences 8:30, 9:45 & 11 a.m., 5 & 6 p.m.

a
Dr. Thomas Lea

S N

“Ef

formal are

Located near historic
‘Brandenburg, 45 minutes
from downtown Louisville.

Call locally for more
information or a personal
tour. Sheila Clark

(502) 366-1247-'

~ ‘J\.}& Fﬁ <2
My Father’s Place ‘

The ideal place for your
church groups to
fellowship and relax.
Plan an afternoon Bible
study in the country, a
weekend retreat or the
church family picnic. Our
lodge, with fireplace and

piano, is on 52 acres. (
Beautiful lawns, ponds and
spacious decking make this
the ideal place.
Meals from casual picnic to

J'z‘

available.

Stamps suffered serious shotgun inju-
ries to his right arm and shoulder in a
highway robbery attempt in Guate-
mala. On Feb. 8, Kristi Pennington
was abducted and robbed at gunpoint
in Caracas, Venezuela. The same day,
Don Cole was robbed at gunpoint and
held hostage for about 45 minutes in
Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Stamps underwent a skin graft
Feb. 16 and continues a painful recov-
ery in Guatemala. Pennington and
Cole were released unharmed.

“I can’t remember when there’s
been such a string of attacks on our
missionaries,” Sprinkle said. “As in-
tercessors, it’s important for us to
heed (the Apostle) Paul’s reminder

that ‘our struggle isn’t against flesh
and blood’ and wield the mighty
weapon of prayer on behalf of all
Christ’s ambassadors.”

Thurman, an evangelist, was
riding in an open, three-wheel taxi
when another taxi pulled alongside
and a passenger with a pistol demand-
ed the briefcase. Thurman offered his
money but refused to release the
briefcase. A struggle ensued.

When a truck driver intervened,
the attacker stabbed at Thurman with
aknife and fled. Thurman was injured
when he raised his hand in self-
defense. The incident occurred about
a half mile from the Southern Baptist
mission guest house near Dhaka.

PRACTICE WHAT
YOU PREACH!

with Dr. Carl L. Kell
Communication Associates

Private Consultation and Video Training
in Sermon/Pulpit Skills

(502) 843-8719

People often share with me
fond memories of children from
Spring Meadows or Glen Dale
coming to spend time in their
homes. The young people came at
a time when a church was provid-
ing care so that children’s home
staff could have a vacation. These
times were special to those caring
for our children and in many cases
were the beginning of a
life-long love for Bap-
tist childcare.

Today, we still have
a need for visiting
homes although we do
a few things differently
than we did many years
ago. For instance, we
now work directly with
families who have a de-
sire to help. Each home
is approved separately
according to licensing
standards and our own

be well cared for.

We also look for families who
can commit to working with a
child not just for a one-time visit
but for a number of visits that in-
cludes holidays and perhaps an
annual vacation. This is important
because it helps a child to more
fully experience what life is like in
a healthy family and to build im-
portant relationships. One day they
will have their own families and
while we can teach them many

Special places to visit

HOMES FOR |
CHILDREN

Curtis C. ooney

rules to ensure that the child will

things in our residential programs,
they benefit from lasting relation-
ships in Christian homes.

One of our board members
grew up at Spring Meadows.
When I visited him shortly before
Christmas, he told me that he had
just visited the family that had
been his visiting home when he
was in care. He keeps in touch with
them on an ongoing ba-
sis because of the
strong bond that began
in childhood.

If you would like to
find out more about be-
ing a visiting family re-
source for one of our
children, please call any
of our residential pro-
grams directly. If you
need a phone number
for the program, call
our toll-free number at
1-800-456-1386 and
we can give it to you.

Not everyone can or should be
a visiting resource. Our staff can
help you explore this option: If you
have an interest in being a special
person in the life of a child who
has no real family ties, pray about
it and give us a call. :

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.




Kentuckians working for peace & justice in Guatemala

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

Three Kentucky Baptists were
among a delegation of 49 people
from 10 denominations and 26 states
who participated in a Witness for
Peace fact-finding mission to Guate-
mala Feb. 12-28.

Bill Moore, retired home mission-
ary now living in Owensboro,
Wendy Tashiro, a student at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary,
and Michelle Tooley, adjunct profes-
sor at Southern Seminary and profes-
sor-elect at Belmont University in
Nashville, spent 15 days in the Cen-
tral American country. Nathan Por-
ter, retired hunger consultant for the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board, was the fourth Southern Bap-
tist in the delegation.

Witness for Peace is a faith-based
organization of Christians and Jews
‘which seeks to stand in solidarity
with the people of Central America
and Haiti to change oppressive Unit-
ed States and local government poli-
cies, Moore said.

“We seek to bring a word of peace
in a conflict situation and then come
back to our homeland to work for
change,” Tooley explained.

The fact-finding group formed

three teams which visited indigenous
Mayan communities that have suf-
fered from military abuses during the
34-year-old Guatamalan war. Ap-
proximately 60 percent of the Guate-
malan population is indigenous May-
an.
An estimated 60,000 Mayans
were killed in the early 1980s due to
war. To date, forensic teams have ex-
humed more than 5,000 bodies,
Moore said.

The Guatamalan government has
admitted to destroying 440 indige-
nous villages during that period,
Tooley said.

“We put faces to enormous suf-
fering,” one group reported after vis-
iting a town of returned refugees who
were among 140,000 Guatamalans
who fled—many to Mexico—for 10
years.

“I had lost my faith in God, but
seeing the faith of these people in
spite of their suffering has restored
my faith,” another person said after
visiting a village of people who hid
in the mountains for 10 years rather
than flee to Mexico.

“We helped the people of these
two villages complete their grief pro-
cess 13 years after the deaths by let-
ting them tell their stories,” Moore
said.

Another group went to Rio Negro
village, where 177 women and chil-
dren were massacred March 12,
1982.

Last year the bodies were ex-
humed, reburied and the names of
the victims inscribed on a “Monu-
ment of Truth” memorial.

Prior to going into the villages,
United States Ambassador Marilyn
McAfee and Guatamalan leaders
briefed the delegation on peace ne-
gotiations currently underway, de-
militarization plans and how U.S.
foreign aid is being used in Guate-
mala.

After the tour of the villages, the
delegation reported their findings to
American Embassy officials. “”We
shared the stories from the field,”
Tooley said.

Back in the United States, Wit-
ness for Peace delegation members
work on two fronts: educating con-
gregations and lawmakers and tar-

- geting programs and policies they

feel the U.S. Congress needs to
change, Tooley said.

One program the organization
currently is trying to change is Gua-
temala’s “Strong Roads” program
funded by U.S. money, according to
Tooley.

“The Guatemalan military works

alongside U.S. national guard units
to build much-needed roads, but the
military has murdered many Mayans
in the process,” Tooley said. “We
feel the road work should be done by
a Guatamalan civilian force, not the
military.”

A second target is the U.S. Army
School of the Americas in Fort Ben-
ning, Ga.

The school, which was estab-
lished in Panama in 1946, moved to
Georgia in 1984.

This year, nearly 2,000 soldiers
from Latin America and the Carib-
bean will train there at a cost of $4
million a year to the United States
taxpayer, Tooley said.

“Many of the most brutal Central
American military personnel have
been trained there,” Tooley said of
the military school.

More than 5,000 people have
been on Witness for Peace delega-
tions since the organization began in
1983, Tooley said.

More than 300 people have taken
long-term assignments, serving from
one to three years to work for non-
violent change to bring about peace
and justice.

“This makes Witness for Peace
the largest peace network in the Unit-
ed States,” Tooley said.
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GREAT FOR:

4+DEACON RETREATS

+SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS MEETINGS
4+CONFERENCES

4+SENIOR CITIZEN'S TRIPS

4+A QUIET GETAWAY OR EVEN A RUN FOR FUN

ALL IN A CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE!

CUMBERLAND LODGEIS A
CUMBERLAND COLLEGE PROPERTY LOCATED IN
WILLIAMSBURG, KY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
1-606-539-4100
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_ PRAYER
- PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptists’
partnerships with
Baptists in Utah-ldaho
and Russia:

B Ken and Robbie
Murphy of Finchville,
who are in Moscow
conducting an
interpreters’ workshop.
B Dan Garland and six
others from Zion Baptist
Church in Henderson,
who will be going to
Dubna this spring to
assist fellow church
member Marti Williams,
who is teaching English
there.

- M Evangelism,
construction, vacation
Bible school and other

* mission teams that will

work this summer in
Utah and Idaho.

'Mountains to the MISSISSIppI

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CADIZ—Cadiz Church called
Andy Buckingham as associate pas-
tor. He will graduate from Southern
Seminary in May and start his new
ministry in June.

B FLORENCE—Victory and Rich-
wood churches merged. The com-
bined congregations will continue the
name Victory Church in the facilities
on Gunpowder Road.

B GRAND RIVERS—Gary Chil-
dress resigned as pastor at Corinth
Church to become pastor at Living
Hope Church in Hopkinsville.

B HEBRON—Hebron Church called
Joe Norman as minister of educa-
tion, music and youth. He began his
new ministry Jan. 15.

B LOUISVILLE—Eighteenth Street
Church will present “Footsteps of
Jesus” April 9 at 10:45 a.m. under the
direction of Lisa Schmidt and Tim
Meshginpoosh.

Ormsby Heights Church ordained
Steve Huff, Byron Clayton and
David Keen as deacons Feb. 26.

Brookview Church called Mike
Embry as minister of youth. He be-
gan his new ministry March 19.

Quinn Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church will host a revival
with Evangelist Walter Malone
April 2-5 at 7 p.m. Music by The Lit-
tle Saints, Saint Stephen Church. Call
(502) 583-0324 for information.

B PRESTONSBURG—First Church -
called Rick MicMillan as minister of

youth and education. He previously

was minister of youth and children at
First Church in Pine Bluff, Ark. He
will begin his new ministry April 2.
B STEARNS—James Philip Ma-
Jjors resigned as pastor of First
Church.

B VINE GROVE—Valley View
Church will present a musical drama,
“Joy Comes in the Morning,” depict-

ing the passion of Jesus April 9-14 at

7 p.m. Public invited. Call (502) 877-
2150 for tickets.

B WORTHVILLE—First Church
called Craig Herod as minister of
music and youth Feb. 5. He is a stu-
dent at Southern Seminary.

MISSIONARY UPDATE

B Alvin and Edna Lindholm, Bap-
tist representatives to Yemen, are on
the field. Address is Box 250, Sana’s,
Yemen. She is from Cadiz.

BHS names two

Continued from page 1

where Smith and Stout Tamme were
elected, BHS trustees reaffirmed a
strategic vision for the system adopt-
ed in 1994 under Vaughn which calls
for BHS to develop a statewide inte-
grated delivery system in partnership
with like-minded organizations. To
date, partners in this integrated system
include BHS, Alliant Health System,
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Health

=System and St. Elizabeth Medical

Center in Covington.

WMU TRAINING Thirteen Kentuckians recently attended a training session to become
national leadership consultants with Woman’s Missionary Union. The Kentuckians will
help interpret changes in WMU's programs and curriculum which are to begin in the fall.
Shown are (front row) Pat Reaves, Louisville; Brenda Price, Kentucky WMU staff; Anna
Mary Byrdwell, Kentucky WMU staff; Cathy Chinn, Hartford; Kay Trisler, Harrodsburg;
June Rice, Paintsville; Carol Noffsinger, Kentucky WMU staff: and (top row) Julie Keith,
Kentucky WMU staff; Sara Billups, Catlettsburg; Terri Turner, Alvaton; Etta Butcher, Fran-
klin; Joni Breeding, Winchester; Denise Henderson, Campbellsville.

Church Buses
New & Used

(We take trade-ins)
Call Henry Headden
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn. .

1(800) 370-6180. :
1(615)371-6180

Avallablem 20’ to 33’ Models
(12-to 37-passenger)

Good ground: Part IV

This is another story of a young person who
will graduate in May; a student who found Onel-
da to be a “special place.”

This young person came to us in the seventh
grade. The young Kentuckian was not doing well
in school or at home. Not only was there friction
in the home, but this youth did not get along well
with friends and relatives. The student had been
suspended from school for not doing schoolwork
and for disrespect for teachers.

Like many of today’s youth, this youngster
had experienced the impact of divorce.
There had been problems with the bio-
logical parents and step-parents.

This youth had been involved in an
auto accident in which one passenger
was fatally injured. The memories of
the accident and problems at home
were nearly overwhelming. Both cus-
todial parents had jobs that took them
out of town most of the time.

A school adviser who knew this
youth and many of the problems told
the parents about Oneida. Phone calls
were made, information gathered and

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

was also involved in the work program, serving
not only as a worker but also as a supervisor on
several different jobs.

One of the most responsible and difficult jobs
for our students is to be a hall monitor or room
monitor. We were also able to entrust this respon-
sibility to this young person.

Recently I had a conversation with this student
and asked how Oneida had impacted his/her life.
The response was this; “If I had not come to Onei-
da, I am sure I would be involved with drugs and
alcohol. I also believe that I would have been in-
volved with fighting and maybe gangs, and I am
sure I would not be making good
grades.”

This youngster is one who is hard-
ly noticed from day to day. The youth
goes about his/her business and is rare-
ly in any trouble. We have found this
student to be somewhat shy and not
outgoing.

A recent check on grades showed a
few A’s, lots of B’s, a few C’s and a
few D’s. Remember this youth came
to us failing nearly everything. We
were told this student was remedial
and especially low in math. This same

a trip was made to Oneida.

We were told that this youth was remedial and
very weak in math. Grades up to this point were
mostly D’s and F’s. We were also told that the
student had good potential academically. There
was not much interest in sports or much of any-
thing else. There had been no history of drug
abuse or any trouble with the law.

The young person did not show great progress
right from the beginning. Like an apple ripening
on the apple tree, it took some time for this youth
to show real progress. Over a period of time, there
was some interest in sports. During the past few
years this youth has been a basketball manager
and has played on two varsity sports. The student

report card shows all A’s and B’s in
math. This youth became a Christian here in the
eighth grade. Being shy and not overbearing, this
youth has been more on “living” the Christian life
than on “talking.” ‘This youngster has been ac-
cepted into the military and is looking forward to
this new experience. This youth has never been a
problem with faculty, staff or students. It is easy
to overlook those who go quietly about their busi-
ness. Your support and prayers have made it pos-
sible for Oneida to impact this youth for “time
and eternity.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 ‘

A visit to Tates Creek

“I like the pastors I see coming
out of Clear Creek,” is the testimo-
ny of Tates Creek Director of Mis-
sions Hurstle Laxton. Eight
churches among the 44 congrega-
tions in the association have Clear
Creek graduates or students as pas-
tors.

One of the newest is first-year
student Todd Middleton. He re-
cently went to lead Harris Memo-
rial Church. Their atten-
dance had declined to
about eight but has
since increased to 35.
Laxton said, “The
church leaders found
some secondary theo-
logical differences be-
tween them and Mid-
dleton, but fell in love
with him. He is a hard-
working, cooperative
pastor.” :

Throughout  last

CLEAR CREEK

CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

summer, Middleton did
supply preaching practically every
Sunday. He told me giving a mes-
sape and moving on left him with
some emptiness. “I would rather
not work with a worldly church.
None of us has enough time to
mess with superficial things.”
Senior James Overbee moved
to Emmanuel Church this month
aster a mission pastorate in Pike
County. “The people really have
demonstrated their love. Our
whole family is excited to be
here.”

graduates are Bethel,
McPherson; Bethlehem, Mitchell
Farthing; Fellowship, Parcel Flan-
nery; Liberty Avenue, Byron El-
lington; and Union City, Rick
Brown.

Gethsemane Pastor, Ed Cortez,
1990 graduate, said: “It’s a good
place. I’ve got an excellent direc-
tor of missions. Bro. Laxton is
very knowledgeable.and hag been
helpful.”

My visit to Tates Creek was
made possible by Richmond First
Baptist where I had five sessions
on Galatians. For 12 years this
strong church has had the out-
standing leadership of Curtis Warf.
They soon will pay for a major

_ tract of land on the by-

pass and build new fa-
cilities.

Tates Creek Associ-
ation has a beautiful of-
fice building between
Richmond and Berea.
The association cooper-
ates with Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren to operate a Cor-
nerstone Counseling
Center.

In this season of
home missions empha-

sis, I'm thankful for a strong asso-
ciation made stronger by Clear
Creek graduates. Other Tates
Creek churches with Clear Creek

Randy

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

WESTLAKE, Texas (ABP)—
Missionary Robert Anderson wears
an AK-47 assault rifle over his shoul-
der. -
That might attract attention on
most mission fields, but Anderson
does it to blend in among the Kurds
of northern Iraq.

For most male Kurds, a rifle or -

other weapon is standard attire,
Anderson said, because the Kurds live
in a “combat zone,” under constant
threat from Iraq’s Saddam Hussein.

The Kurds, numbering an estimat-
ed 20 million, are the largest ethnic
group in the world with no country of
their own. Kurdistan, their rugged,
mountainous homeland, spans the
borders of five countries—Turkey,
Syria, Iraq, Iran and the former Sovi-
etrepublic of Armenia—and has been
the prize in a tug of war among na-
tions that dates to 550 B.C.

The history of the Kurds, known
as the Medes in the Bible, is marred
by oppression, most recently by Hus-
sein-after Iraq lost the Gulf War.

In this harsh setting, Robert and
Roni Anderson are credited with
gaining a foothold for the Christian
gospel in a predominantly Muslim
region.

~ Robert Anderson first visited Kur-
distan in 1992, drilling water wells as
a mission volunteer for the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

His crew was drilling next to an
orphanage, he recalled. “Actually, it
was a former prison where orphans of
prisoners had taken up.residence in
the last place they had seen their par-
ents alive,” he said. “They were eat-
ing out of garbage caris'’

He telephoned his wife in the Unit-
ed States. “He said, ‘There are so
many orphans over here who need
some love,”” Roni recalled. “So I
went over on the next plane. We were
there a month and we knew that’s
where the Lord wants us.”

For the past three years, the Ander-
sons have been working as indepen-
dent missionaries through their own

relief organization, Concern for the
Kurds. In February they were among
12 people appointed missionaries by
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

The Andersons’ work, centered in
Dohuk in northern Iraq, includes wa-
ter sanitation, food. distribution, a
feeding program for malnourished
children, prenatal care, English class-
es, agricultural projects, medical clin-
ics with volunteer doctors from the
States, even computer training using
equipment donated by IBM. They
also distribute Bibles and train Kurd-
ish Bible teachers for work in the vil-
lages.

Mrs. Anderson focuses her atten-
tion on the Kurdish women and chil-
dren, she explained, because “men
and women do not intermingle” in
traditional Muslim culture.

Her husband takes his message to
the n.cn, beginning with the head of
each village. He typically presents the
village leader with a Bible, identifies
himself as a Christian, anc explains
that the relief work is a coiiipassion-
ate expression of the love of Chris-
tians for the Kurds.

Although most Muslims are high-
ly resistant to the Christian gospel, the
Kurds have prc ' n somewhat more
receptive, Anderson said, in part be-
cause Kurdish M :slims are less fanat-
ical than their ccunterparts elsewhere
in the Middle East.

Also some Kurds Christians
before the seventh-century Islamic
conquests. Anderson points to the re-
mains of a 2,000-year-old Christian
church, which once was a Jewish syn-
agogue, as a Kurdish link with their
Christian past.

By most standard measurements,
however, the work is slow. But at
least one church has been started, and
nine Kurds were baptized last sum-
mer, Anderson reported. “There have
been many, many, many others who
are believers but say ‘I am afraid of
Saddam,’” he added.

The Andersons’ work meets more
resistance from Iraq than from Kur-
dish Muslims, Anderson said. “Sadd-
am is after anyone who is helping the
Kurds,” he said matter-of-factly.

The rifle Anderson carries is not
just for show but for protection. He
works under a threat of death.

In a Feb. 6 memo to non-govern-
ment organizations working in the
Dohuk region, the United Nations
warned of televised reports that the
Iragi government has sent assassins
into Kurdistan to kill relief workers
helping the Kurds. A bounty of
$60,000 was offered for each assassi-
nation, the report said.

Keith Parks, global missions coor-

dinator for the Fellowship, said he

takes such threats seriously.

“That’s one reason why that part
of the world is not reached,” he ex-
plained. “I don’t fault people who
don’t feel comfortable runmng those
risks.”

As if flaunting Saddam Hussein is
not enough, the Andersons have
made themselves more tempting tar-

gets by preaching the gospel openly-

in a Muslim culture. Anderson takes
those dangers in stride, however,
quoting Scripture verses about God’s
protection.

The Andersons and the Fellow-
ship’s global missions ministry group
talked frankly about the dangers be-
fore appointing the couple.

“They are in risky circumstances,”
Parks said. “We know it and they
know it. God has given Robert and
Roni a peace of mind, and we just re-
joice in that. We don’t court martyr-
dom, but we believe we are responsi-
ble to take the gospel to everybody.”

Many mission organizations in-,

struct their personnel in the Middle
East to be discreet or not to talk about
Christ at all because of Muslim hos-
tility. v
But Anderson says he won’t oper-
ate that way;and-he-has little patience
with those who do. Of the estimated
50 Christian workers among the
Kurds, Anderson said, there are only
five missionaries who share the gos-
pel openly.

Some missionaries work in coop-
eration with American relief and de-
velopment agencies, such as USAID,
serving as conduits for relief supplies
and money. Those agencies, to pro-
tect their neutrality, restrict the reli-
gious activity of the missionaries,
Anderson said.

That is an unacceptable compro-
mise, he said. “Missionaries are being
prostituted by foreign aid. They’ve
married the government and divorced
Jesus.”

Texas woman wrote books although dependent on iron lung

GEORGETOWN, Texas (BP)—
Although Susan Ray, who died Feb.
25, was a quadriplegic and dependent
on an iron lung, she wrote a widely
used book on Baptists and was co-
author of three others during her 47-
year pilgrimage.

Stricken by polio at age 4, Susan
lay at the brink of death for more than
six months, gasping for every breath.

“But we refused to accept the doc-
tor’sreports that there was nothing we
could do,” said her father, Cecil Ray,
then pastor of Amett-Benson Baptist
Church in Lubbock, Texas.

Ray, who later served as director
of missions for San Antonio Associa-
tion, director of the Texas Baptist
stewardship division and executive
director of the Baptist State Conven-
tion of North Carolina, invented a
unique motor chair, portable iron
lungs, a mechanical desk and other

equipment to brighten Susan’s life.

About eight months after Susan’s

attack, she was to return to Houston
for a checkup. Portable car-travel iron
lungs hadn’t been developed yet, but
with the help of his church members
and other friends, Ray built a minia-
ture, battery-powered lung.

About 50 miles into the trip, the
lung suddenly stopped.

Knowing that little Susan could
not live more than 10 minutes with-
out it, Ray began frantically tearing
the mechanism apart to find the trou-
ble.

Nothing was amiss with the lung
itself. Panic-stricken, he checked the
wiring. Then he found it. The lung
had merely come unplugged.

Thereafter, Ray always carried at
least three breathing units on every

- trip. Once two of the three units quit

working.

Susan was able to move only one
arm and leg slightly, but her father
developed a miniature keyboard con-
nected to a typewriter so she could

write with her arm in a sling.

With the help of the special typing
system, she wrote the book, “The
Baptist Way,” and was coauthor of
“Baptists: Working Together,” “Co-
operation, the Baptist Way” and “The
Witnessing Giving Life.”

She wrote numerous articles for
newspapers and magazines and
scripts for filmstrips and a movie.

Using the special equipment in-
vented by her father, Susan was able
to paint and embroider. Under the tu-
telage of her teacher mother, Char-
lene, Susan graduated from high
school.

In churches where she and her
families were members, Susan
worked with children. As a member
of First Baptist Church of Grand Prai-
rie, Texas, she helped begin Primera
Mission which grew into a self-sup-
porting church.

At her memorial service Feb. 27 at
Crestview Baptist Church in George-

town, Texas, Roy Smith, executive
director for North Carolina Baptists,
called Susan a “missionary extraordi-
naire.”

Recalling Susan dedicated her life
to missions while attending a summer
program at Glorieta Baptist Assem-
bly, Smith said, “The word, ‘handi-
capped,” was not in her vocabulary.
She faced all of life with courage and
faith in God.

- “She was particularly interested in
conservation, the environment and is-
sues concerning the dignity and worth
of the individual.

She wrote more letters to decision-
makers than any person I know,”
Smith said.

Smith said Susan was part of a
family whose lifestyle included in-
vesting in the lives of people from for-
eign countries who received an edu-
cation in the United States and re-
turned home to be effective ambassa-
dors for Jesus Christ.

)

MISSIONARY IN ARMS An
AK-47 automatic rifle is not
standard attire for Baptist
missionaries in most parts

“ """ world, but Robert

2on (second from

left) says he carries one to
blend into the culture of his
hosts, the Kurds of north-
ern Iraq.
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Your children. Whatever their ages. there's so much they can learn in church. Principles that
will serve them well throughout life. And help them to be better human beings. Becauseour
church is a place where positive life values find expression. Where the endur Ve
ing love of God is taught. Where the nature of life and the meaning of happi-
ness are conveyed through simple yet profound Bible stories.

That's why we'te inviting you to join us in worship. So that your children
can experience the love that only God can give. So please come:.

Whate;/ler your af;ge, there’shope that ty.ou might Y ’S e@
learn something too, because Jesus cares for you. Hel e Hop
mrd i

AnmmgﬂtflyéﬁmSouthem

|

[ e v co e e 2
[ T
= aaa—— 4
e
e S
h o e e
-
-V
-
el
v

@ A national revival emphasis sponsored by Southern Baptists and the Home Mission Board
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