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< SBC schedule
Messengers to this
year’s Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting will hear Billy

A Graham and consider
b approval of a massive
: reorganizing of the
denominational
~structure. See page 2.

Jury trials

A Kentucky Baptist |

layman and judge who
presided over the
Carrollton bus crash
case pioneered the

concept of trauma |

counseling for jurars. It's
a process the jurors in
the 0.J. Simpson case
could benefit from; he
says. See page 3.

Editorial

Surely the Senate will
find a more
compassionate and
equitable way to balance
the budget, reduce the

“deficit, reform welfare -

and reinvent government
than the House has
chosen. See page 5.

Students warned
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
President Al Mohler
warned student
protesters last week they
had stepped out of
bounds by telling their
story to donors, trustees
and alumni.

See page 13.
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HEAD OF CHRIST This piece, titled “The Head of Christ,” was sculpted from a mass of
clay by Sam Gore during a chapel service March 31 at the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board in Nashville. Gore, chairman emeritus of the art department at Mississippi
College, created the work, accompanied by a music program, in 20-minutes. Gore said
his objective is to share a creative experience while giving quiet adoration and praise to
God. (BP photo by Jim Veneman)

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

"~ WINCHESTER—Hold Jesus’
hand and then reach out with confi-
dence to the world, speakers said dur-
ing the Kentucky Acteens Conference
in Winchester March 31-April 1.

“Together, Hand in Hand” was the
theme of the event at Central Baptist
Church where more than 735 Acteens
and leaders gathered.

Music leader Trish Landers of the
Foreign Mission Board and featured
speaker Laura Lea Chamblee of the
Baptist Convention of New England
set an up-beat tone for the meeting.

Landers is the author of the new
Acteens theme song “Together, Hand
in Hand.”

“You are here by divine appomt-
ment,” Chamblee told the girls in the
first of her three messages. “Jesus
knows each of you personally; he

~ wants to walk with you hand in
hand.”

Using Jesus’ encounter with the
Samaritan woman recorded in John 4
as a model, Chamblee encouraged the
girls to recognize the divine appoint-
ments God provides each day and be
willing to “splash living water” on
those people God places in their
paths.

“You are a generation chosen to be

- uals that describes itself as
- “Kentucky’s voice for at-

American dream now a
‘nightmare’ for some kids

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—The American
Dream has become an “American
nightmare” for millions of children,
pastor/activist Tony Campbell told
participants in the Children’s Leader-

- ship and Training Summit in Louis-

ville last week.

“Creating Opportuni-
ties for All Kentucky’s
Children and Families”
was the summit’s
theme. It was spon-
sored by Children’s
Alliance, an association
of agencies and individ-

\

gy

risk children and families.”

The summit attracted 870 child-
care specialists, ministers and citizens
concerned about the well-being of

children, said Curt Mooney, president .

of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren and current Chlldren s Alliance
president.

“Too many of our children have
no dreams, no hope, no reason to be-
lieve in a promised land,” said Camp-
bell, rector of St. James Episcopal
Church in Houston and a veteran or-
ganizer of community programs that
help children.

Campbell cited chilling statistics
regarding America’s children:

I Of 65 million children, 14 mil-
lion live in poverty.

.0 Of those poor children, one in

life-splashers,”
the well.”

Not only does God place people in
the girls’ paths for them to “splash liv-
ing water” on, but he also places peo-
ple in their paths from whom the girls
can learn “life lessons,” Chamblee
said in her second message.

Chamblee shared some of the life

she said. “Rejoice in

four are homeless.

B 12 percent of the nation’s chil-
dren have no health insurance.

B 30 percent of first graders will
not graduate from high school.

H One in 10 teenage girls gets preg-
nant each year.

§ 100,000 children go to school

armed, and 160,000 don’t go be- °
cause they’re afraid of those
who are armed.

§ 34 percent of chil-
dren under age 13 who
have had sexual rela-
« tions have had four or
more partners.

Those statistics are

not mere numbers, but

represent real children,
Campbell insisted.

He cited examples to back his
claim: A 16-year-old drug dealer with
$2,000 in his pocket, who insists deal-
ing drugs pays better than school and
who believes he won’t live to age 21.
A young mother with three small chil-
dren who abandons the shelter of an
all-time teller machine to forage for
food in a New-York fast-food garbage
bin. A girl in a South Carolina refor-
matory, pregnant and addicted to
drugs, who believes even God doesn’t
want her.

Adults who care can make a dif-
ference in young lives, Campbell said.

“We can turn it around by commit-
ting to our children, developing inno-
vative solutions and never giving up,”
he said. ‘ :

0 See American dream ..., page 6

Acteens encouraged to hold Jesus’ hand

lessons she has learned from others:

B “God is like Superman,” she re-
called one teen telling her. “To peo-
ple who don’t know him, he’s in dis-
guise like Clark Kent; but to those
who know him, he’s the real thing.”

‘B “I’m not getting up; I'm just turn-
ing over to get a better look at you,”
3 See Acteens urged ..., page 3

THEME INTERPRETATION Jennifer Vandusen of Bardstown holds up an Acteens confer-
ence T-shirt highlighting the conference thgme, “Together, Hand in Hand.”



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M Registration is now
open for the missions
day camp for
_elementary-age children
of messengers to this
summer’s Southern
Baptist Convention
annual meeting. The day
camp is for boys and
girls who will have
completed grades one
through six by June.
Registration is open to
the first 250 children.
Registration packets are
available by writing SBC
Missions Day Camp,
Brotherhood
Commission, 1548
Poplar Ave., Memphis,
Tenn. 38104, or calling
(901) 272-2461.

H Molly Marshall,
former professor at
Southern Baptist

“Theological Seminary, -

will lecture on “Calvinism
and the American
Mythos: A Faulty Vision”
April 25-26 at Baptist
Theological Seminary of
¥ ‘"“Richmond.

B Michael Chute,
missionary journalist
with the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board,
has been named editor
of the Florida Baptist

~ Witness. Chute, 44,
succeeds Jack Brymer,
who resigned last
August citing “continued
harassment” from some
members of the paper's
governing board.

M Grady Cothen, former
Sunday School Board
president, is writing a

sequel to his earlier book

about the Southern
Baptist Convention
controversy. “The New
SBC: Fundamentalism’s
Impact on the Southern
Baptist Convention” will
be published this
summer by Smyth &
Helwys.

Bl Brown nominated.
Lavonn Brown, pastor of
First Baptist Church of
Norman, Okla., has-been
nominated as
moderator-elect of the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship. His
nomination must be
approved at the
Fellowship’s general
assembly in Fort Worth,
Texas, July 20-23.
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Arkansas WMU director criticizes restructuring pian

CONWAY, Ark.—Despite pro-
tests to the contrary, Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union is being “punished” for
not submitting to the control of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s new
conservative leaders, charged Julie
Ketner, executive director of Arkan-
sas WMU.

Ketner used her annual executive
board report to analyze a proposed
restructuring of SBC agencies which
virtually ignores WMU and assigns
some of WMU’s traditional roles to
other agencies.

She suggested WMU had been
snubbed by the study committee—
composed of seven white males,
mainly from large churches—be-
cause of changes begun by WMU in
1993. WMU’s plan for the future was
criticized by some conservative pas-
tors and SBC leaders because it
opened the door for WMU to serve a
broader range of missions support
than just the SBC’s two mission
boards. _

“You remember the responses:
The analogy that WMU had commit-

ted adultery, that we had ‘declared
independence from the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, that our real goal was
to promote ordination of women,’”
Ketner said. “These and other rumors
surfaced in an attempt to discredit the
work of WMU, to bring them under
the control of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

“The issue then and still is the mat-
ter of control,” she declared. “WMU
did not yield to the threats in 1993 but
courageously chose to remain an aux-
iliary. So what steps have now been
taken to ‘punish’ us for not submit-
ting to control?

“Woman’s Missionary Union has
been stripped of her work as missions
educators with the assignment of mis-
sions education given to the North
American Mission Board.”

The study committee’s explana-
tion that no ministry statements were
assigned to WMU out of respect for
WMU’s auxiliary status “sounds
good if you don’t look at the total pic-
ture,” she continued.

“Is respect being shown by taking

from us the previously convention-
adopted program statements?” she
asked. “By taking away that which we
started, the promotion of the Lottie
Moon and Annie Armstrong offer-
ings? Is it respect when they chose not
to even develop a written statement to
define the relationship between the
SBC and WMU?

“Respect? Hardly,” she insisted.
“Yes, it may sound good, but for all

practical purposes, WMU may have .

no assigned role to play in the South-
ern Baptist Convention should the re-
port be approved as is. - :
“While there is much talk about
how the relationship between WMU
and the SBC doesn’t have to be dif-
ferent,” she explained, “without a
statement to define that relationship,
there is a strong possibility that WMU
will eventually have no place in the
life of the Southern Baptist Conven-

‘tion. I believe the committee has tak-

en measures for that to happen with-
out any concern for Southern Baptist
missions.”

Ketner also predicted that if the

SBC messengers will hear Billy Graham and

ATLANTA (BP)—Messengers to
the 138th session of the Southern
Baptist Convention will celebrate the

- denomination’s 150th anniversary,

hear evangelist Billy Graham and
take a first vote on whether to reduce
the size of the SBC’s structure.

Meeting in Atlanta’s Georgia
Dome June 20-22, messengers also
will elect a president, conduct other
business and hear devotions on the
theme “Empowered for the Unfin-
ished Task.”

Debate over a proposal to reduce
the SBC’s agencies from 19 to 12 is
expected to be the most controversial
business. The downsizing has been
recommended by a special study
committee and endorsed by the SBC

Executive Committee.

An exact time for this item on the
agenda has not been determined, al-
though it likely will be part of the Ex-
ecutive Committee’s report Tuesda
morning, June 20. :

SBC President Jim Henry of Or-
lando, Fla., is eligible for re-election,
and he has indicated he will be nomi-
nated. No other presidential candi-
dates have been announced to date.

Because of the anniversary cele-
bration, the proposal to reduce the
number of agencies and Graham’s
appearance, organizers are expecting
more than 25,000 messengers.

A variety of prominent SBC fig-
ures have been enlisted to bring de-
votions based on the convention

theme. These include Robert Naylor,
former president of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary; W.A.
Criswell, senior pastor emeritus of
First Baptist Church of Dallas; Her-
schel Hobbs, pastor emeritus of First
Baptist Church of Oklahoma City;
James Sullivan, retired president of
the Sunday School Board; Roy Fish,
professor of evangelism at South-
western Seminary; Alma Hunt,
former executive secretary of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union; Paige Patter-
son, president of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary; layman Greg
Horton of Simpsonville, S.C.; and
Morris Chapman, president of the
Executive Committee.

The convention sermon Wednes-

report is approved by Southern Bap-

- tist Convention messengers in 1995

and 1996, “the future of Woman’s
Missionary Union is very much in
doubt. If WMU is not acknowledged
as an SBC missions organization,
then most likely there will be no state
WMU organization.” She told partic-
ipants, though, that “the concem is
greater than whether WMU will con-
tinue to exist or if we in the state
WMU office will have a place of min-
istry. The real concern is missions.

“We know who truly is the mis-
sions conscience of the church” she
said. “It’s you, members of Woman’s
Missionary Union. You, along with
all the women since 1888, have been
faithful to the task.

Ketner urged WMU members to
“speak out and stand up for what we
began, what we believe in and what
we know is vital to the ongoing mis-
sion program of Southern Baptists.”

“It is not a time to be silent and let
the missions task be taken away from
WMU,” she said.

Based on a Baptist Press report

do business

day morning will be given by Al
Mohler, president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville.

This will be the SBC’s first time to
meet in the new Georgia Dome, al-
though the convention has met in At-
lanta many times before. The Geor-
gia Dome’s playing field will be split,
with the front platform sitting about
on the 50-yard line. With seating on
the floor, organizers hope to accom-
modate about 30,000 people.

Hotel rooms are still available in
the Atlanta area, convention organiz-
ers said. Because of possible con-
struction work for the 1996 Olym- .
pics, convention-goers are encour-
aged to park their cars and travel via
the MARTA rapid-rail system.

Waterballooners apply the eermon

“If not here, wheré? If not now, when? If not you, who?”

Lfi




KENTUCKY

Baptist judge knows the trouble 0.J.’s jurors have seen

By Melanie Childers
. Staff Writer

OWENTON—The verdict is still
out in the O.J. Simpson trial, but a
Kentucky Baptist judge could make a
strong case for offering help to jurors
who have to face the traumatic after-
math. !

“If anyone is ever going to need
debriefing in a situation, it would be
those jurors,” Circuit Court Judge
Charles Satterwhite predicted.
“You’ve got to feel sorry for every-
body involved with that. Every deci-
sion that is made is analyzed, overan-
alyzed, second-guessed and criticized
by top people in the profession. It will
be horrendous for those people.”

Satterwhite, moderator and long-
time member of First Baptist Church
in Owenton, knows what it’s like to
be in the hot seat.

He presided over the much-publi-
cized 1988 Kentucky case Common-
wealth vs. Mahoney, which resulted
from a church busload of children be-
ing struck by a drunken driver near
Carroliton.

His compassion and concern for
the jurors in that case led him to seek
resources for helping them debrief
and readjust to a normal routine after
the trial was over.

_“Iknew from the very beginning it
would be a very difficult case for ev-
eryone involved—ijust by the nature

of the case,” he explained.

Not only were jurors subjected to
the spotlight of a high-visibility, pub-
lic trial. They witnessed disturbing
graphic evidence such as a computer-
ized recreation of the death scene, and
they heard the testimony of survivors
and of family and relatives of the de-
ceased.

In his office late one night after a
full day of the harrowing
trial, Satterwhite noticed -
an article telling about
counseling services pro-
vided for victims and po-
lice officers involved in
violent crimes.

“I realized if anyone
needed counseling, juries
would,” he said.

Satterwhite contacted
Roger Bell, professor of
psychiatry at the University of Louis-
ville, to ask if such service were avail-
able. :

Despite careful research, Bell said,
no record could be found. However,
he and Satterwhite agreed the project
warranted consideration.

“We held what has turned out to
be the first jury debriefing of a trial”
ever held, Bell said.. ,

Satterwhite and Bell agreed to sug-
gest the group counseling session to
jurors immediately after they reached
a verdict. :

“As soon as the trial concluded,

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

Continued from page 1
4-year-old Jesse told her father one
night when he went into her bedroom
to check on her during a thunder-
storm. When Jesus walks into a life
filled with loneliness, depression and
insecurities, “turn over and get a bet-
ter look at him,” Chamblee coun-
selled. “You’ll hear him say ‘I love
you.’”

In the final worship session of the
conference, Chamblee reminded the

teens that each is a pearl—a Person
Eternally Altered by Redeeming
Love. She called the girls to commit-
ment to Jesus as Savior, to missions
service and to walk hand-in-hand in
prayer and witness.

And as a reminder of their eternal

significance, Chamblee gave each girl

a “pearl pin”—a tiny safety pin hold-
ing a pearl.

During the Winchester meeting,
Kentucky Acteens and their leaders

Satterwhite

(Bell) and a psychiatrist would be
available,” Satterwhite said. When the
courtroom was cleared, all jurors
were invited to talk about what hap-
pened and how to re-enter a life of
normalcy. ‘

Although attendance was volun- -

tary, “I believe nine or 10 of the 12
jurors attended, plus two alternates,
Judge Satterwhite, the court reporter
and the bailiff,” Bell said.

Bell and Theodore
Feldmann conducted the
first session, about two
hours in length. “We fol-
lowed standard crisis de-
briefing strategies,” Bell
said.

Jurors raised a variety
of personal concerns.

“It was Dec. 22 at 4
p-m., and they wanted to
know how to get into the Christmas
spirit since they’d spent Nov. 1-Dec.
22 dealing with the trial,” Bell said.

Other jurors were concerned about
going back to work, about working
with a relative of the defendant and
even about being around their fami-
lies again. ;

Jurors had been silenced from
speaking about the trial for so long
that the debriefing session was impor-
tant for helping them begin to talk
openly again, Bell said.

During the session, jurors and
leaders talked about possible side ef-

Acteens u'rged to hold Jesus’ hand an,d‘/ reach out to others

also:

§ Attended special-interest confer-
ences which included reports from
missionaries to Brazil and Yemen,
help in facing issues such as AIDS
and Christian dating and training for
leading Acteens organizations in the
local church.

# Recognized girls for achieve-
ments in StudiAct, the Acteens per-
sonal study plan.

§ Commissioned six Acteens Ac-

fects of the trial—sleeplessness,
nightmares, flashbacks and difficulty
returning to “normal” life.

“The debriefing let them know
they’re not alone—all of them were
feeling the same thing,” Satterwhite
said. :

Unless the symptoms persisted
long-term and became intrusive of
their daily routines, jurors were told,
what they would experience was “a
normal response of the body to being
involved in a traumatic event not of
their own making.”

Coping skills included good nutri-

tion, a fixed sleep cycle, a steady rou- .

tine and honesty with family mem-
bers, Bell said.

A year later, Satterwhite said, eight
jurors returned for a follow-up session
to evaluate their progress and the pos-
itive impact of the counseling.

Satterwhite himself found help
through the counseling and through
his church, he said.

“That trial certainly was like noth-
ing I’ve ever had before and hope
never to have again,” he said. “I'm
glad I went through the counseling
too. It helped me to cope with the sit-
uation. '

“It certainly would have been
more difficult for someone who was
not a Christian or did not have a
strong faith,” he added. “I did not be-
gin a day of court without my own
private thoughts and meditation.

tivator teams for 1995 mission trips.
Kentucky WMU Acteens Associate
Julie Keith commended'Acteens Ac-
tivators from Calvary Baptist Church
of Stanford, Cynthiana Baptist
Church of Cynthiana, Hartford Bap-
tist Church of Hartford, High Street
Baptist Church of Somerset, High-
view Baptist Church of Louisville and
Lucas Grove Baptist Church of Up-
ton for their willingness to spend at

least 50 hours in training for the trips. |

NEW FRIENDS Mary Harri-
son, director of pastoral
care at Central Baptist Hos-
pital in Lexington, gives
personal attention to a
youngster waiting at a free
health clinic_recently held at
Oneida Baptist Institute by
representatives of Baptist
Healthcare System. In co-
operation with the school
and Booneville-Irvine Bap-
tist Association, BHS staff-
ers offered free health
screenings and general
medical checkup to resi-
dents of the Oneida area.
The team screened 350 in-
dividuals and distributed
100 pairs of eyeglasses.
The eyeglasses were donat-
ed by four optical shops in
the Paducah area, the Ken-.
tucky Baptist Convention,
Bowling Green Woman’s
Club and the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union of Eastwood
Baptist Church in Bowling
Green.
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Share Christ

-As a graduate of Southern Semi-
nary, I am grieved to learn of contin-
ued turmoil there. Balancing the inter-
ests of students, faculty, administra-
tion and trustees must be a very diffi-
cult task. However, I sense little, if
any, of the commitment to students

‘and faculty that once prevailed. Con-

frontations as have recently occurred
are an embarrassment.

The crux of the issue seems to be a
perceived theological incongruence
between an out-
standing seminary
and a distinguished
school of social
work. Few would question Dr. Al
Mohler’s intellectual ability and desire
for the continuance of academic integ-
rity, but his difficulty in distinguish-

. ing the congruence of theological ed-

ucation and a social work education is,
at best, regretful. :

Traditional social workers have
only a cup of water to offer thirsty
souls. Christian social ministers are
able to offer a well that will never run
dry. The glory of this truth is that God
welcomes anyone who will come to
the well. As Baptists, we must recom-
mit ourselves to training individuals
who demonstrate theology by sharing
the well of eternal significance rather
than a cup of temporal remedies.

Our hearts must be broken for all
who are in need. We must share in-
discriminately the Christ and the hope
that is found only through a personal
relationship with our Savior.

: John R. Walker Jr.
Frankfort

Icing on the cake

It amazes me how we Southern
Baptists have gotten ourselves into a
squabbling bunch of people.

If students decide on seminary

BAPTIST FORUM

training, then they will know what
principles will be taught before enroll-
ing. I believe what Carver School stu-
dents need to understand is to love ev-
eryone for Christ’s sake, minister in
Christ’s name, but hate the sin. Christ
told the woman caught in adultery,
“Go and sin no more.” He showed his
compassion; he did commune with
sinners in different situations, but he
never condoned the sin.

The Pope and priests have spoken
out about the issues. Never have I
heard anyone called a bigot. They
shouldn’t be! But
let a Southern Bap-
tist speak out, we
are belittled as be-
ing uneducated, unenlightened, even
Calvinistic, my goodness!

None of us want our intelligence
under attack, but you know what,
Jesus not only called a learned Paul,
but he called simple fishermen. Have
we become so wise as it says in the
Bible, we have become foolish? How
will they know if we don’t tell them
in our own way, loving but not con-
doning “even our own sin.” Maybe
we are being tested in these days to
see how strong we really are. This is
only the icing on the cake.

Phyllis J. Barnes
Louisville

Support Carver

Recent events at Southern Semi-
nary have raised a question in many
Southern Baptists’ minds about what
church social work actually is.

Church social work is a unique
way of communicating the gospel.
Taking Matthew 25 seriously, we try
to take our faith and put it into action,
ministering to people in every situa-
tion, though we may not approve of
the situations in which those people
are involved.

We staff the Baptist children’s

homes, fill home and foreign mission-
ary positions in the Christian social
missionary division, and fill church
and associational positions. We be-
lieve that through a redemptive rela-
tionship, modeled after the relation-
ship God offers us, we can lead peo-
ple to the saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ, and many of us have done just
that.

Now it seems that this type of wit-
ness is in danger. Some are trying to
avoid the issue of the Carver School
of Church Social Work by turning at-
tention to doctrinal issues. However,
the future of the Carver School is
hanging in the balance.

We need Kentucky Baptists to step
out in support of the Carver School
by writing or calling the president of
Southern Seminary, Al Mohler. The

phone number is (800) 626-5525. As

Southern Baptists, our top priority is

reclaiming this world for the gospel

of Jesus Christ. May this never be
suppressed.

Jean Cullen

Louisville

Thanks

I want to take this opportunity to
thank the Western Recorder for the
wonderful coverage of the 1995 Mi-
grant Ministries Conference (WR,
March 21). Ethnic missions faces
many inherent difficulties springing
out of language and cultural barriers.
These are compounded by a tremen-
dous lack of awareness of language
ministry needs across our state.
Thanks for helping us get the word
out!

Thanks also to Melanie Childers
for helping communicate our needs.
May God continue to bless the WR’s
ministry as beacons of truth.

Renato Santos, language consultant
Kentucky Baptist Convention
' Louisville

Allelujah!

More Kentucky Baptists will be in
church this Sunday than on any other
Sunday of the year.

Such is true for all of Christendom.
Church members who attend regular-
ly will intermingle with those who
rarely attend, sometimes mistaken as
“visitors.”

I will be there with Alice. Sur-
rounded by worshipping
friends and their families,
I will rejoice that, indeed,
Christ is risen! And I will
marvel that God has com-
missioned his church, this
church, my church to con-
tinue the ministry of Christ
in the world.

Winter has resurrected
into spring; birds are sing-
ing and preparing for the
hatchlings that will soon

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

the world. It is a tool of God for that
purpose; not a comfortable religious
club established in fine historical pre-
Imises.

“Thank you so much for your very
kind and interesting letter. ... I am in-
deed glad you have come to see so
clearly how necessary it is that we
should try humbly to accept and use
religious institutions dnd not cut our-
selves off from history and the com-
mon life, if we are to devel-
op areally wholesome and
Christian type of spirituali-
ty. The withdrawal of the
‘cultured’ from church life
has two very bad results,
(a) it either shrivels or puffs
up their souls, (b) it de-
prives the institutional life
of the contribution they
ought to be making to it.

“I feel the regular,
steady, docile practice of

appear; grass is greener;
early flowers are blooming. Easter is
a glorious time!

In reading these past few weeks, I
came across again some writing by
Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941), a
Christian mystic whose life and writ-
ings made a deep impact on her gen-
eration and those to follow.

This portion, taken from one of her
letter exchanges, seems to me fitting
for us this Sunday:

“The church is in the world to save :
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corporate worship is of the
utmost importance for the building up
of your spiritual life. No amount of
solitary reading makes up for humble
immersion in the life and worship of
the church. In fact, my books are only
addressed to those who are taking part
in that life. The corporate and person-
al together make up the Christian ide-
al.

“Now as to institutionalism. When
I said I desired for you a more sacra-
mental type of religion, the last thing

I meant was ‘music, beauty and litur-
gy.” By all means have a taste of these
from time to time if they appeal to
you—but please recognize them
clearly for what they are, the choco-
late-creams of religion.

“By sacramentalism I mean the
humble acceptance of grace through
the medium of things—God coming
into our souls by means of humblest
accidents—the intermingling of spirit
and sense. This is the corrective—one
of the correctives—needed by your
tendency to ‘loftiness.’

“The church is an ‘essential ser-
vice’ like the post office, but there will
always be some narrow, irritating and
inadequate officials behind the
counter, and you will always be
tempted to exasperation by them.

“Lord Christ, come to me and

cleanse me! Cleanse my feet which
have followed the dusty paths of my
own desires. Cleanse my lips that
have often uttered unloving words.
Cleanse my hands that have grasped
at pleasure and my own advantage, so
that T may help the coming of the
Kingdom and do the Father’s will.
And oh, cleanse my vision! That I
may see within the mysteries of your
church and the events of my life, the
ceaseless purifying action of your
generous, patient love.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE
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Maybe Senators can put a heart in the Contract

Americans can be grateful our nation has a Senate as well as a House
of Representatives. With breathtaking speed, the House has acted on the
10 provisions of the Contract with America. The balanced budget amend-
ment has failed, and the “unfunded mandates” bill has become law. Now,

_the Senate continues its slow, methodical deliberation of the remaining
proposals. We can pray the plodding Senate will find time to include
reason and compassion in the process of governing; the House galloped
right past those noble virtues during its 100-day race.

That’s not to say some ideals of the Contract are without merit. Edito-
rials on this page have advocated balancing the federal budget and re-
ducing the deficit. Another has urged reforming welfare so that able
Americans have an incentive to support themselves and their children.
The problem with the Contract is its insensitivity to real-world problems
and its insistence that the wrong people pay for those problems.

Debate about the Contract has taken on a bumper-sticker tone rather

-than reasoned discourse among our leaders. Worse still, it has scape-
goated the weakest members of our nation—those unable to defend
themselves in the public square. So, children in households headed by
women and the disabled are likely to find the portions on their federal
plates diminished. Their meager meals will go to fund the appetizers of
the corporations’ and the wealthiest Americans’ feast of tax breaks and
depreciation increases. ‘

Of course, almost everyone who can read a newspaper is by now fa-
miliar with prevailing economic theory. It’s a paraphrase of what was
said during the boom following World War II: “What’s good for Gener-
al Motors is good for America.” Every sane person wants a strong econ-
omy. But if we as a nation neglect our poorest children, we’re bankrupt,
no matter what the Federal Reserve Board says.

Statistics raised by child advocates in recent weeks illustrate the pit-

falls of balancing the budget on the backs of our children and youth:

B Last month, the House passed the “Personal Responsibility” Act,
cutting $66 billion from food and domestic anti-poverty programs.
Meanwhile, Representatives have proposed $189 billion in tax breaks
over five years for upper- and middle-income people.

B Churches—whose members don’t tithe, but give an average of be-
tween 2 percent and 3 percent of their incomes—seem incapable of mak-
ing up the shortfall. During the past decade, 150,000 private agencies,
including churches, have come up with $3 billion to $4 billion in grocer-
ies for hungry people each year. That’s noble, but not enough.

B Of Americans who work full-time, 18 percent earn less than pov-
erty-level wages.

0 Food stamps provide less than 50 cents per meal.

B Children represent 40 percent of the nation’s poor, although they
represent only 25 percent of the population. '

B In Kentucky, the combined benefits of food stamps and Aid to Fam-
ilies with Dependent Children fund a family at less than half the poverty
level.

B In Kentucky, the Contract’s welfare reform would deny support
benefits to 81,000 children.

We can hope and pray the Senate will find a more compassionate and
equitable way to balance the budget, reduce the deficit, reform welfare
and reinvent government.

Some people say Christians shouldn’t get involved in issues like-the
Contract with America. However, Jesus commanded his followers to
feed the hungry and clothe the naked. As long as churches and humani-
tarian agencies cannot make up the shortfall, Christians are bound to
prompt the government to help feed our hungry and clothe our naked.

Marv Knox

Keeping orthodoxy

Michael Barley needs to study his
church history a bit more closely
(WR, March 28). Calvinism does not
lead to liberalism; it is a bastion
against liberalism.

The United Presbyterians got rid
of Calvinism (except the polity and
sacraments) a long
time ago—then
they got rid of ev-
erything else. It be-
gan in the 1880s, when a few mis-
guided Presbyterian leaders allowed
liberal, anti-Calvinist, anti-evangeli-
cal professors to keep their jobs at
Presbyterian seminaries in the inter-
est of “academic freedom” (sound fa-
miliar?).

By 1929, the hberals Were running
the seminaries, and they repaid the
conservatives by getting rid of all of
them!

BAPTIST FORUM

The smaller Presbyterian denomi-
nations, who stayed faithful to the
heart of Calvinism, had no problem
with liberal professors and preachers.
There are no liberal professors at all
at Reformed Presbyterian Seminary,
Covenant Seminary or Westminster
Seminary, the conservative schools.
They excommunicate them if they
begin to teach liber-
alism.

The modernist
Presbyterians use
Calvin’s name on their churches. That
doesn’t make them Calvinists in any-
thing but name." After all, we use the
names of Calvinists on our Baptist
books. Basil Manly Jr. and John A.
Broadus were two died-in-the-wool
Calvinists, and the namesakes of
Broadman Press.

The uniform verdict of church his-
tory is that getting rid of Calvinism
eventually leads to liberalism. Keep-

ing it preserves faithfulness to Chris-
tian orthodoxy. :
Charles T. Buntin

Mayfield

Lack of integrity

The church is losing ground. I'm
not talking about a decrease in bap-
tisms or professmns of faith, but a
lack of integrity among leadership.

Like a cancer, it will destroy our
homes and neighborhoods and kill
churches’ influence and mission.

As a young person, I always heard

perilous times would come, and as the-

Apostle Paul so eloquently advised
Timothy, “The time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine.”

It makes sense that in order for
Paul to have written about perilous
times, he would have to experience
the very times he wrote about. Being
a minister, I am finding his words are

exactly right.

Down through history, people
have compromised their beliefs and
the truth in order to appease a self-
serving motive. This attitude is not
only repulsive, but it breaks the heart
of God. A :

So how should people respond to
lack of integrity? Christians are to ex-
pect it (IT Timothy 3:1). We should
not be surprised if it creeps into our
church leadership or even our own
houses (v. 6). And this situation will
only get worse (v. 13).

Jude urged his readers to “earnest-
ly contend for the faith.” No matter
how bad it gets for Christians to live
in the world, we must uphold godly
integrity in our own lives and resolve
with Joshua of old when he said, “But
as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord” (Joshua 23:15).

John Mark Roberts
Murray

Every sane person
wants a strong
economy. But if we
as a nation neglect
our poorest
children, we’re
bankrupt, no
matter what the
Federal Reserve
Board says.
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“Statistics have COﬂKnll(led frO{"tPage 1th Pl
ey solution is the formation o
= heen _called community groups—comprised of
people with the | parents, teachers, social-service agen-
tears washed off.’ | cies anlcll churclzhe:l—wlzici) work toge}h—
er to change local conditions and im-
Church folks need prove the lives of children, he noted.
to see the tears on “We must collaborate and break
faces. That makes | down barriers between insﬁtutt?'lons to
say, ‘Yes, we will work together for
(poverty an:la:bu?e,! the good of children in America,”” he
seem real.” | jnqisied. “We must keep our chil-
Diana Garland | dren’s dreams alive. We must lead the
way for them. We must give them

hope.”
- Churches can play a huge role in

that effort, but not in the way most
social workers think, said Diana Gar-
land, director of the Gheens Center
for Christian Family Ministry at
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.
Child advocates “should be help-
ing the church accomplish its mis-
sion” rather than looking to the
church as a source for money, said
Garland, who led a seminar on the
church’s role in advocating on behalf
of children and their families.

“Churches are best at building
community, social networking, help-
ing and befriending,” she said.
“Churches can do things that never
could be done through (social work)
agencies.”

Church-based child advocacy
must “begin with Scripture and
ground everything in the Christian

“ faith,” Garland stressed. “We must
look at everything from the ground
up—why Christians should care,
what churches should do.”

Churches also are excellent places
to put faces on facts, she added. “Sta-

_parents.

ly need to do at least four things on
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- is not a one-shot deal.

01a1 workers ‘min ters a.nd foster .

» behalf of children, Garland urged.
- 1 “We must be welcoming of
chlldren in our 'Imdst—wchxldren :

tistics have been-called ‘people with
the tears washed off.” Church folks
need to see the tears on faces. That
makes (poverty and abuse) seem
real.”

And churches are natural channels
for urging people to collaborate on
solving the problems of children, she
said. “Churches are good at this;
they exist in community,”
she explained. “Advocacy

We must be persistent, g, 4
look at long-range '
goals” and work to- i
gether.

Collaboration is vital
if people who are con-
cerned about children ex-
pect to make a difference na-
tionally, said Nancy Amidei, a social
work professor at the University of
Washington and a national leader in
children’s issues.

“The deal is this: As citizens, we
get to tell our lawmakers our ideas for
new laws and for changing existing
laws,” said Amidei, who led the suc-
cessful protest when President Ronald
Reagan tried to declare ketchup a veg-
etable for school lunches.

Those ideas are examined by law-
makers, who ask three basic ques-
tions, she said: Is it a good idea? Is it
the best use of tax money? And will a
majority of citizens support it?

“The beautiful thing is we have
entry points at every level, and the
ticket is our votes,” she said.

Remarkably, a small percentage of
votes can make a difference in gov-
ernment policy, she added. Last fall,
only 38 percent of registered voters
voted, which meant the political win-

.worshlp, ‘Garland insisted. o
*“Children are dlsrupuve and dif-

~ ficult,” she conceded, noting young-
Local congregamns con51stcnt-. -
- ship. “But that’s wonderful. It re-

sters can be distracting during wor-

'mmds us of what’s important.”
- Children ought to be integrated

into worshlp, she said. That could
clude leading prayers, writingand

nsive readmgs readin

“We need to rethink how wedo bﬂuy in children by involving them
* in church admlmstratlon Garland

- insisted.

ners represented slightly less than 20
percent of all eligible voters.

Amidei urged citizens who want to
support children to act now. “We
must put our A-No. 1 priority on or-
ganizing politically to be as formida-
ble to people in office as any political
group.”

As important as that organiza-
tion is nationally, it is even
more important at state

and local levels, she
said. That’s because
Congress’ intention to
convert federal aid to
block grants means
state and local lawmak-
., ers will have greater say
in how the money is spent.
“Children’s advocates
must understand the need to show
up” at state legislatures and city and
county commission meetings, she
stressed. :

And they should take courage in
past successes, Amidei added.

“This isn’t the only bad situation,”
she said of the current political cli-
mate. “For years, we’ve heard the
budgets are tight, the voters are mad
and the incumbents are scared.

“But during those times, we’ve
won many victories,” she said, citing
low-cost housing, parental and medi-
cal leave, the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, a federal child-care bill and
Medicare coverage of mammograms.

“The reason we won was not be-
cause Democrats were the majority in
Congress,” she said. “All of it hap-
pened because people across the
country voted and wrote and showed
up until the politicians said, ‘OK, OK,
I got the message.’”

urches can mstlll responsn-,

“Sure, this is slower and fess-ef-.
ficient” than adults-only commit-
tees and programs,'she acknowl-
edged. But it’s as important to fo-

~cus on developing young lives as it

is to concentrate on pushing work

‘through committee, she added.

“Let’s not be hypocritical, -
‘ h'ldren ﬁrst i

American dream a ‘nightmare’ for kids EIETL NN

B One-quarter of all
U.S.children live below the
poverty level—$11,890 for a
family of three in 1993 dollars.

B Four in 10 poor children live
in families classified as
“desperately poor,” with
incomes less than half the
poverty level.

M Families who receive food
stamps get less than 50 cents
per person per meal.

M Families with children
comprise the fastest-growing
group of homeless people.

M On any given night, 10,000
U.S. children are homeless.

M In Kentucky, 6,966 children
live in foster care, and 2,160
are institutionalized, all
because they have been
abused or neglected. That is

~an 82 percent increase since

1990.

B Head Start has openings for
only 36 percent of Kentucky
children who are eligible.

M 8.65 million U.S. children
do not have private medical
care; only 55 percent of 2-
year-olds are fully immunized
against preventable childhood

diseases.

M Reports of child abuse and
neglect have almost tripled
since 1980, with 2.9 million
cases annually.

M The number of children in
foster care has doubled in the

‘past decade, even though the

number of children in society
has declined.

B More than 1 million teenage
girls become pregnant every
year; 69 percent are not
married.

M Each day, 13 U.S. children
are killed by guns.

B Kentuckians pay more to
board a German Shepherd in a
kennel than they pay a foster
parent to care for an abused
child.

— Compiled from the
Children’s Defense Fund and

“Precious in His Sight: a Guide
fo Child Advocacy,” by Diana
Garland
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Gubernatorial forum focuses on juvenile crime, KERA

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—An increase in
juvenile crime and the Kentucky Ed-
ucation Reform Act elicited the most
forceful responses from Kentucky’s
six candidates for governor at a forum
on issues affecting children April 4.

The forum was sponsored by Chil-
dren’s Alliance, an association of ser-
vice agencies, professionals and citi-
zens committed to being Kentucky’s
voice for at-risk children and families.

The candidates stated their posi-
tions on what moderator Neal Conan

 of National Public Radio called “hot-
. button” issues: health care, education,
 safety and €conomic security.

The four Democrats and two Re-
- publicans all proposed gettinig tough
‘on juvenile offenders.

Kentuckians “are demanding that
the punishment fit the crime,” said
Republican Larry Forgy. Rape and
assault by a 15-year-old “are as seri-
ous as if they were done by a 35-year-
old.”

Forgy’s rival for the Republican

nomination, Bob Gable, agreed. “So-

ciety needs to be protected from chil-
dren who are violent criminals.” It’s
time to rethink the secrecy afforded
juvenile court proceedings, he said.

. schools and commu-

Democrat Bob Babbage said he
would open up juvenile proceedings
to public scrutiny. In addition, he pro-
posed opening more alternative
schools and focusing on early-inter-
vention for at-risk youth.

Democrat John “Eck” Rose agreed
that juveniles should be tried in adult
court but advocated leaving the
juvenile secrecy code in
place to protect non-vio-
lent juvenile offenders.

Discipline in the

nity was the theme of
Democrat Paul Pat-
ton’s answer to juvenile
crime. He called for mili-
tary-style “boot camps”
for serious offenders.

Get students to focus on achiev-

ing the American dream, said Demo-
crat Gatewood Galbraith. Then there
will be no need for “police or dogs in
schools,” he said.

Candidates gave generally favor-
able marks to KERA, but each had
suggestions for refining it.

“Just about everything (in KERA)
is working,” said Rose, although he
went on to say he would change the
testing system.

Frankfort must make fewer deci-
sions and allow the local school-based

councils to make more, Gable said.
However, he does not believe much
will happen as long as the Kentucky
Education Association is in charge.
True accountability will come when

educators measure how much learn-

ing really occurs, not how instruction
fits KERA rules, Gable said.
Forgy advocated measures for
determining if “we are
y straying too far from the
-’ basics” of reading, writ-
) D ing and arithmetic.
X Galbraith proposed
A== getting rid of waste in
g KERA, including out-
' of-state = consultants.
5 “Political correctness,” he
said, ' “is : one - plus:-:one
equals two and potato
spelled without an ‘e.””

Candidates’ responses to other
“hot-button” issues included:

H On health care.

Each candidate expressed opposi-
tion to Kentucky’s medical-services
provider tax.

Rose compared the tax to asking
teachers to fund education or law en-
forcement officials to fund the war on
crime. However, he said he would
veto any plan that would repeal the
tax without replacing the money it
currently generates.

Mississippi churches get families off welfare

By David Snyder
Religion News Service

JACKSON, Miss. (RNS)—
Frances White said she was about to
trade her dream of becoming an oper-
ating room nurse for a life on welfare

when the church folks with Faith and

Families discovered her.
“I’d be homeless,” the 39-year-old
single mother of three said. “It had got

to where I didn’t know which way to -

go. I didn’t have money for any-
thing.”

Then Crossgates Baptist Church of
Brandon, Miss., a participant in the
state-administered Faith and Families
program, stepped in with a life-pre-
server.

The congregation paid her tele-
phone bill so they could stay in touch,
paid two months back rent, repaired
her car and provided food.

Today she is back on track to earn
a nursing degree in two years. After
that, she wants to get a master’s de-
gree so she can teach nursing.

Meanwhile, Crossgates has adopt-
ed two more welfare families and
hopes to get them off welfare.

White’s success story is what Mis-
sissippi Gov. Kirk Fordice must have
had in mind when he announced the
Faith and Families initiative. The pro-
gram invites churches to take total re-
sponsibility for needy families in an
effort to eliminate welfare.

If each of the state’s 5,000 church-
es and synagogues assumed respon-
sibility for getting a family off wel-
fare for 10 years, Fordice said, Mis-
sissippi could all but eliminate its wel-
fare burden.

The expectations have become a
little less grandiose since then, and
signing up churches has been diffi-
cult. But Virginia Good, Faith and
Families coordinator, said the pro-

gram is making a difference.

Faith and Families has enlisted 11
churches that are working with 10
welfare families, she said.

If the churches get 10 people off
welfare, it’s worth it, Good said.

Critics are not so enthusiastic.
Measured against a list of 55,000 wel-
fare families, Faith and Families is not
a solution, they say.

“It’s really a joke,” said Beatrice
Branch, president of the Mississippi
NAACP. “Look at the number of
children on welfare and the number
of churches involved. If he (Fordice)
is really concerned about families be-
ing self-sufficient, he should be push-
ing for a minimum-wage increase and
bringing jobs to Mississippi.”

But Good, 23, a political science
major and the daughter of a Baptist
minister, is not deterred.

When church leaders around the
state mostly ignored a written appeal
for participation in the program, Faith
and Families changed its strategy.

“What it has taken is for me to go
and talk to them one-on-one,” she
said. “I have been all over the state.”

By the end of the year, Good said,
she hopes to sign up 100 churches.

The purpose of Faith and Families
is spelled out in a mission statement
that begins, “Our nation’s welfare
system is broken. It has become a de-
structive trap locking our poor into an
ever-deepening cycle of dependency
and hopelessness.”

It invites churches to “turn our
welfare system around and head the
people of our state in a positive direc-
tion, toward stronger families, self-
sufficiency and independence from
governmental intervention.”

That has meant different things to
different churches.

Crossgates stepped in after White

- was involved in an automobile acci-

dent that left her with back problems
and on crutches. She could neither
work at the nursing home that provid-
ed much of the family’s income nor
pursue her degree in nursing.

Church members stay in touch
with her, provide food to supplement
food stamps, and stand ready to deal
with emergencies. White expects to
break out of the welfare cycle when
she graduates in two years.

“I almost gave up,” she said, “but
I’m determined. I went to school on
crutches.”

For Rhonda Aldredge, adopted by

Stronger Hope Missionary Baptist

Church in Jackson, the program has
meant counseling and help in getting
a job. Aldredge, 25, a single mother
of two, went on welfare while putting
herself through college. She will get a
degree in social work in May.

A church committee helped her
prepare a resume, got her a stop-gap
job at a day-care center, and Pastor
Ronald Moore is walking her job ap-
plication through the state Depart-
ment of Human Services. -

The congregation of St. Andrews
United Methodist Church in Mc-
Comb, Miss., took a different ap-
proach.

Barry and Cindy Cupit were on
welfare and struggling with a long list
of medical problems when the church
took them out of a public housing de-
velopment across the street, moved
them into an extra parsonage owned
by the church and made Cupit the
church custodian.

Mrs. Cupit said her husband is
mentally disabled and never had been
able to hold down a job. Because he
works at his own pace, the job of cus-
todian role fits him perfectly, she said.

“He’s got so much self-esteem
now,” she said. “It’s unreal. He loves
it. It makes him feel like he belongs.”

I On economic security.

Both Babbage and Gable advocat-
ed creating an employer-friendly en-
vironment which will provide what
Babbage called work which will en-
able Kentuckians “to live well.” He
called for “real work for Kentucki-
ans” which would enable more peo-
ple to move off welfare.

Education is the long-term solu-
tion to Kentucky’s poverty, according
to Rose. But for the short term, gov-
ernment must work to break the pov-
erty cycle by providing training for
adults and quality day care for chil-
dren, he said.

Patton agreed. “The root of all of
Kentucky’s econemic problems is its
neglect-of education for 100 years.” | -
He pointed'to his record as:lieutenant : '
governor as évidénce that he .can'de-
liver what is needed to change Ken-
tucky.

Gable promised to keep a safety
net in place if the federal government
cuts welfare funding.

Citing statistics which show 60
percent of jobs in the 21st century will
require a college degree, yet Ken-
tucky ranks 48th among the 50 states
in number of college graduates, Bab-
bage re-iterated his plan to provide
post secondary scholarships to Ken-
tucky students.
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“When you think
about what da

Vinci did, he was .

commissioned, like
myself, to do
semething so that
people—non-
colored people—
would understand
more about the

story of Christ.”
Artist Michael Easton
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‘Last Supper’ artists seek inclusiveness

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
Last Supper often conjures up a pic-
ture of Leonardo da Vinci’s world-fa-
mous painting—a traditional portrait
of Jesus and his disciples’ famous
meal.

But artists across the globe—men
and women, blacks and Chicanos—
have put their different spins on the
portrait of the gathering generally
thought to be the Passover Seder that
occurred just before Christ’s Crucifix-
ion.

Some artists have chosen to follow
da Vinci’s model closely, using the
same table setting, figures and even
ceiling, but have changed the color of
the faces around the table. Others
have replaced the disciples with his-
torical figures and contemporary he-
roes. Some have added women to the
picture or replaced all the men with
women. :

Why has the Last Supper prompt-
ed so many artistic interpretations?

“I think what they’re basically
concerned with is a broader inclusive-
ness, and some of them are realizing

that’s restoring what is more likely to
be historically accurate,” said Doug
Adams, a professor of Christianity
and the Arts at Pacific School of Reli-
gion in Berkeley, Calif.

Although the Last Supper has been
a popular subject for centuries, recent
depictions have particularly stressed
the element of inclusion. Artists and
observers say such contemporary in-
terpretations are appropriate because
women take part in Seders along with
men and the people who lived in the
regions where Jesus did had darker
skin than those portrayed in many
Renaissance paintings.

Michael Easton, an African-Amer-
ican artist, included black men in his
1992 painting of the Last Supper,
called “In Remembrance of Me.”
Easton, of Washington, D.C., said he
included blacks at the request of his
cousin, who commissioned the piece
“so his children would be aware of the
fact that blacks did participate in the
religious experiences that we read
about.”

The color of the figures was not so

important to Easton, who answers his
phone by saying “Praise the Lord.”

“I am a Christian, so I understand
that it’s about redemption more so
than the color of one’s skin,” Easton
said.

He used the face of the late reggae
singer Bob Marley as a guide for the
face of Jesus, and he placed Washing-
ton, D.C., Mayor Marion Barry at the
table. Barry, who served a brief pris-
on sentence for a drug violation, was
recently re-elected to the mayor’s
post.

“The reason I used Barry was to
remind people that all have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of God,”
Easton said.

Easton has no argument with the
diverse array of Last Supper depic-
tions. :

“Da Vinci, I don’t even criticize
what he did,” he said. “When you
think about what da Vinci did, he was
commissioned, like myself, to do
something so that people—non-col-
ored people—would understand
more about the story of Christ.”

Disney delays Good Friday release of ‘Priest’

NEW YORK (RNS)—Bowing to
pressure from a conservative Catho-
lic lay organization, Miramax Films
has postponed nationwide release of
the controversial film “Priest,” origi-
nally scheduled for distribution on

.Good Friday, April 14.

However, at a news conference
March 24 Miramax officials stood
behind the controversial British film,
which portrays the lives of five trou-
bled priests, saying the Walt Disney
Co.-owned studio had no apologies
for the film’s content. -

“The priesthood is full of human
beings, not saints,” said Mark Gill,
president of marketing for Miramax.
He called the movie a “real-world
portrait” that does not shy away from
the full range of human emotions.

“Priest” had a limited debut March
24 in New York and Los Angeles and
opened in 10 more prime markets
April 7.

Gill said Miramax will postpone
distribution to 300 U.S. theaters until
April 19 “out of respect for” the con-
cerns raised by the Catholic League

- for Religious and Civil Rights and

others who complained about the
Good Friday release.

Catholic League President Will-
iam Donohue lambasted the movie at
a news conference March 23, charg-
ing that the film’s portrayal of five
troubled priests—including one who
is homosexual—was “designed inten-
tionally to insult the Catholic Church
and Catholics nationwide.”

He called on Miramax to cancel

NATIONAL NOTES

the Good Friday opening and limit
distribution to New York and Los
Angeles.

“If the movie were called ‘Rabbi,’
would Disney release it on Yom Kip-
pur?” Donohue said. “I think not.
They wouldn’t make a movie called
‘Blacks’ and put it out on Martin
Luther King Day.”

After the next day’s announce-
ment that the Good Friday opening
would be delayed, Donohue called
the decision “an important step,” but
lashed out at the film’s director, An-
tonia Bird, calling her “an anti-Cath-
olic bigot.”

He also said Disney Co. Chairman
Michael Eisner had not responded to
the Catholic League’s request to dis-
associate itself from the film.

‘Christy’ gets

 two more tries

NASHVILLE (BP)—The
acclaimed series “Christy” will
get two more tries on network
TV, and supporters are calling
on citizens concerned about
quality programming to pull
out all the stops in support of
the show. i

“Christy,” based on the late

- Catherine Marshall’s best sell-

er, will air temporarily in the 8
p.m. Eastern/7 p.m. Central
time slot April 15, the night be-
fore Easter, and April 22.

“The whole decision wheth-
er ‘Christy’ comes back will
rest on those two nights,” said
Ken Wales, executive produc-
er of the program about Christy
Huddleston, a young teacher
who passed up the comforts of
city life to make a difference in
the lives of Appalachia’s chil-
dren.

“This is the best test case not
only for ‘Christy’ but for fami-
ly programs like it,” Wales
said.

“Christy” made its debut last
Easter in impressive fashion: It
drew 40 million viewers and
topped “60 Minutes” and all
other CBS shows in the ratings.
Five episodes subsequently
were aired, along with one last
Thanksgiving. But CBS’ com-
mitment to giving the show a
chance for success has been
called into question. E

With this final try for net-
work TV, “Christy” fans are
sounding a call for people to
write or call CBS in support of
the show.

The address is 51 West 52nd
St., New York, N.Y. 10019; the
phone number is (212)-975-
4321.
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Missionary Union
offers missions
programs for
children, teens,
young women and
adults. For more
information about
WMU resources or
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at (502) 245-4101
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Box 43433,
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WMU Knows Where She’s Been & Where She’s Going

Annie Armstrong was
asked, “How long will WMU
last?” :

Her response was, “As
long as there is one person
in the world who does not
know Christ.” ;

Woman’s Missionary
Union echoes her purpose-
ful words today.

Some things you may not
know or have forgotten:

@® Do you know that An-
nie Armstrong was the first
corresponding secretary of
WMU, SBC, and that she
served without salary?

® Do you know that the
“circle” came into being be-
cause of the Southern aver-
sion to letting women stand
up and speak in public?

® Do you know that
WMU has helped to raise
more than $1 billion for for-
eign missions through the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer:
ing and more than $500 mil-
lion for home missions
through the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering and
has never kept one penny
for herself?

® Do you know thatin a
survey done by the Home
Mission Board, churches

-with WMU were found to

give 10 times as much to
missions as churches with-

. out WMU?

® Do you know that in
the 1940s WMU gave South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-

nary $15,000 to begin the
School of Church Music?

® Do you know that dur-
ing the Depression years
WMU gave anywhere from
61 percent to 90 percent of
the budgets of the Home
Mission Board and Foreign
Mission Board—WMU mak-
ing up only 13 percent of
the church members?

@® Do you know that in
1914 WMU Training School
students enrolled 102 chil-
dren in the first vacation Bi-
ble school to be conducted
under Southern Baptist aus-
pices?

® Do you know that in
the early 1900s WMU was
seen as embracing the Social
Gospel because she de-
signed a plan for personal
missions and social action
camouflaged under the inno-
cent name of personal ser-
vice (later community mis-
sions, then mission action)?

® Do you know that
more than 50 countries relat-
ed to Southern Baptist mis-
sions have a national organi-
zation similar to WMU?

® Do you know that
WMU is a missionary organi-
zation that happens to be
made up mainly of women,
not a women’s organization
that just happens to be mis-
sionary? :

The development of a
women’s organization in

Kentucky was encouraged in .

1876, when a statement of
support was included in the
report of the General Associ-
ation of Baptists in Kentucky
,now the Kentucky Baptist
Convention: “To further this
work (state missions) we
would recommend to our
churches the formation of
female missionary societies,
or the employment of such
other means as shall enlist
the sisters.”

The Foreign Mission
Board and the Home Mission
Board recommended that
committees of women take
up the work in each state.
Thus, the Central Commit-
tee, through which women
members of the churches
could give mission support,
was begun in Kentucky in
1878.

From these relatively ob-
scure beginnings, Kentucky
WMU has grown to more
than 60,000 members and
the national WMU organiza-
tion has more than 1.2 mil-
lion members. Since 1888,
Woman’s Missionary Union
has helped raise more than
$2 billion for SBC mission
causes.

Catherine Allen wrote in
A Century To Celebrate:
“WMU enters the future
with her sense of divine
mandate intact. ‘Laborers to-
gether with God’ continues
as our permanent watch-
word. Women have

beleived it. We continue to
believe that we are building
a sacred structure. We be-
lieve that we are working
under God’s specific orders,
laying each brick as direct-
ed. We believe we are
working with each other,
only because God wills us to
do so. We believe that we
are accountable to God for
how we handle opportunity.
We believe that Christ’s
commission to make disci-
ples of all nations applies to
each of us individually. We
believe that history is on our
side—WMU has been blessed
by God and will continue to
be blessed if we stay true to
his purpose of bringing the
world to himself.”

In October, Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union will experi-
ence some changes. Baptist
Women and Baptist Young
Women will become Wom- -
en on Mission.

There also will be some
exciting changes in Acteens,
Girls in Action and Mission
Friends.

These are organizational
changes. The purpose of
WMU was, is and will con-
tinue to be the same: mis-
sions, bringing the world to
know the love of God ex-
pressed in Jesus Christ.

We know where we’ve
been and we know where
we’re going.

Come, join us!

Annual Meeting to be Led by Two Graceful Women

Kay Trisler, president of
Kentucky Woman’s Mission-
ary Union, and Dee Gilliland,
executive director-treasurer
of Kentucky WMU, will lead

. the sessions of the

1995 annual meet-

Baptist Church of
Bowling Green.
The theme is
“Growing in
Grace.”
Trisler, a gradu-

Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, has
been the presi-
dent of Kentucky
WMU since 1993,
being elected in Harrods-
burg during the annual meet-

Trisler

ing. Before that, she served
on the Kentucky WMU Exec-
utive Board as an area repre-
sentative and as vice presi-
dent. In addition to her re-
sponsibilities as
WMU president,
she is a member
of Harrodsburg
Baptist Church,
and is a much
sought-after
speaker and con-
ference leader.
One thing you
need to know
~ about Trisler is
- that she has no
sense of direction
when she’s driv-
ing a car.
Kay is the wife of john,

mother of Amy and Stephen,
and proud grandmother of
Johnathan Owen Trisler.
Dee Gilliland came to
Kentucky WMU as executive
director-treasurer
in September
1984. From
1983-84, she
served as market-
ing communica-
tion specialist
with WMU, SBC.
From 1977 to
1983, she was ex-
ecutive director
of WMU for the
Northern Plains
Baptist Conven-
tion. She also
served as family ministries
director for the Northern

Gilliland

_her is uplifting.

Plains Convention from
1980-83.

Gilliland is an author,
speaker, monologue per-
former, conference and
workshop leader.
She is the wife of
one (Ray), mother
of two (Ed and
Steve), and grand-
mother of four
(Adam, Ehren,
Kassie, Carter).
She is a real peo-
ple person a bar-
gain shopper and
wonderful person
to know. For
those of you who
do khow her, you
know that just being around

e T 1o e B



Hearing Impaired
Seating. There will be a
section reserved in the

front of the sanctuary -

for those who have diffi-
... culty hearing. Also, inter-
pretation for the deaf

will be provided.

Nursery. A nursery

will be provided during
the sessions and the
conferences. However,

children shouldbe | 9:10  Mausic for Worship
picked up during meal Shirley Karrick
times. Those attending Call to Order
the BYW luncheon on Missionary Testimony and Prayer Nadine Lovan
Saturday may leave their A Time To Grow Congregation
preschoolers in the Titrodnclions
nurslflx;ly c(l)lve;g:t : Welcome to First Baptist Church
PR Richard W. Bridges, Pastor
Meals for Special Recognitipn of Logal Committees Martha Copeland
Groups. Special meals Growing in Grace Wendell Belew
are planned for program Hymn Congregation
personnel, associational
WMU directors, direc- Announcements and Introduction ‘Dee Gilliland

tors of missions, former
Kentucky WMU presi-
dents and retired staff,

Kentucky WMU execu- .

tive board, Baptist
Young Women, Acteens

Agemla for Kentucky WMU Annual Meetmg

First Baptist Church, Bowling Green

“The child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.” (Luke 2:40 NAS)

Friday Morning — April 21
Growing in Grace
Presiding Officer: Kay Trisler, president

andrBaptist nurses.« {1 4

of Conference Leaders
Special Recognitions
Ministers and spouses, direclors of missions and
spouses, home missionaries, foreign missionaries,
parents of missionaries, mzsszonmy kids and

“volunteers in missions
‘Women Who RlSk ‘
Solo

Cathenne Allen
Alicia Lyles

Conferences 10:45 - Noon

Friday Afternoon - April 21
Growing in Grace
Presiding Officer: Sara Billups, vice president

1:30  Music for Worship

Calvin Taylor in Concert

Missionary Testimony and Prayer Divina Park
A Time To Grow - Congregation
Growing in Grace Wendell Belew

Introductions

Volunteers in Missions Joyce Allison, Earl Pinkston,
Ann Moffett, Bill Snowden

Solo Alicia Lyles

2:45 - 4:00 Conferences repeated

Friday Evening - April 21
Growing in Grace
Presiding Officer: Kay Trisler, president

6:45

Music for Worship
Missionary Testimony and Prayer

Calvin Taylor in Concert
Novella Bender

A Time To Grow Congregation
Introductions
Choir Special FBC Sanctuary Choir
Philip Mitchell, director
Announcements : Dee Gilliland
Growing in Grace Wendell Belew
Acteens. . . Growing in Grace Julie H. Keith
Hymn ’ Congregation
— : Thank You from a Foreign Missionary Janet Dillard
Prayer i . Wiley Faw

Offertory FBC Sanctuary Choir
Offering

Serving Christ in the Philippines Leslie & Ray England
Solo Alicia Lyles

Saturday Morning - April 22
Growing in Grace
Presxdmg Officer: Kay Trisler, presxdent

8:50  Music for Worship

Prayer Larry Martin
Thank You from a Student MK Mark Wakefield
Prayer 'Anna Mary Byrdwell
Offertory FBC Men’s Ensemble
Offering
Serving Christ in New England Sandy and Ken Hale
Report of the Executive Director Dee Gilliland
~Solo Alicia Lyles
Saturday Afternoon — April 22
Growing in Grace
Presiding Officer: Kay Trisler, president
1:20  Music for Worship - Shirley Karrick
Missionary Testimony and Prayer Geneva Faw
A Time to Grow Congregation
Introductions
Growing in Grace - Wendell Belew
WMUs Achieving Distinguished Carol Noffsinger
Status, Associations & Churches and Dee Gilliland
Invitation to 1996 Annual Meeting Opal Giltner
From Guatemala to Oneida Wesley Underwood
- and Ofelio Guerra
Hymn Congregation

Calvin Taylor in Concert

Missionary Testimony June and Gerald McNeely
A Time To Grow Congregation
Introductions
Greetings from KBC President Billy Compton
Special Music Men’s Ensemble
First Baptist Church
Growing in Grace Wendell Belew
Mountain Greats, a Presentation Dee Gilliland
Bob Jones
Girls in Action Brenda Price
Hymn Congregation
Business -

Recognition of Retiring Board
* Nominating Committee Report
Election of Officers and Executive Board
WMU, the Missions Hope of the Future Sharon Vincent
Installation of 1995-96 Executive Board

Serving Christ through Women’s Work in Russia
Vera Kadaeva

Hymn Congregation
Serving Christ in Brazil Billie and Don Dixon
Solo Alicia Lyles

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.” (II Corinthians 13:14 NAS)
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WMU Program Personalities

-

Sharon Vincent is WMU Specialist for WMU, SBC. She is re-
sponsible for planning, designing, implementing and marketing WMU
products and resources which enable churches, associations and states
to be involved in missions. She speaks at meetings, leads training
events, plans and directs WMU conferences at Ridgecrest and Glorie-
ta. A major part of her job involves writing for WMU publications. Pri-
or to coming to WMU, SBC in 1993, she served on a church staff in
West Virginia. She also has taught school in both North and South
Carolina. Sharon is a graduate of Southern Seminary and was an intern

for Kentucky WMU in 1990.

Catherine Allen is president of the Women’s Department of the
Baptist World Alliance. The BWA represents an estimated 25 million
women in more than 100 countries. Catherine is serving a five-year
presidential term which began at the BWA meeting in Seoul, Korea, in
1990. Her term will end this August, in Buenos Aires. Catherine lives in
Birmingham, Ala. She was employed for 26 years by WMU, SBC. She
also has worked for Samford University where her husband is a profes-
sor, historian, and retired dean. They have two adult children. Cathe-
rine has written several books on Baptist history and biography. Her
best known one is 4 Century to Celebrate, the history of Woman'’s
Missionary Union. She is outgoing, cnergeuc assertive and resource-
ful. During her term as BWA women’s president, she has conducted in-
terviews with women leaders from almost 100 nations. She has visited
48 nations.

Billie and Don Dixon both were born in Knoxville, Tenn: -
‘Don is 2 graduate of the University of Tennessee, Southern Seminary,
and is presently working on his doctor of ministry in missions degree
at Southern. Billie has a degree in Christian education from Boyce Bi-
ble School. Their ties to Kentucky come through service at South Jef-
ferson Baptist Church in Louisville, and Waddy Baptist Church in Wad-
dy. Billie also was church secretary and office manager for Crescent

Hill Baptist Church during seminary days. She was administrative secre-

tary for Long Run Association. The Dixons have two children:
Donny Wayne II and Douglas Matthew. They serve as our missionaries
in Sao Luis, MA, Brazil.

Leslie and Ray England call Kentucky home. Leslie was
born in Covington and Ray was born in Campbellsville. Leslie has her
undergraduate degree from Campbellsvilie College and her master’s de-
gree in education from Georgetown. Ray has his undergraduate degree
from Campbellsville and his M.Div. and Ph.D. from Southern Seminary.
They have three children-Mary Elizabeth, Jennifer Renee and Stoya
Jean. They serve > as our missionaries at the seminary in Baguio, Phil- -
lipines. -

Wendell Belew is no stranger to Kentucky. In fact, he was born
in Keefer, Ky., a few years ago. Wendell is a graduate of the University
of Kentucky, Georgetown College and Southern Seminary. He has
been a pastor and director of mountain missions in Kentucky. From
1956 until his retirement, he held several posmons with the Home M1s-
sion Board, the last being a vice president for missions strategy inter- -
pretation. Wendell is a prolific writer, having authored many books; a
renowned speaker; a gifted dulcimer player and story teller and a
fncnd of Woman s Mtssnonary Umon . , v
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pookpresentation | Acteens to Participate in Annual Meeting  we’ve 4iso Got

Onsglt)“}gzz;zggn&% Kentucky Acteens will Hand.” The state Acteens panelist and two national Something _for
Gilliland will feature play a vital part in Kentupky panelists will be featured. Top Teens also will have a Youn ger Girls
the book Moo Woman’s M1§sionary Union’s - The Acteens will be in- spot on the program
Greats. This writis.o annual meeting in Bowling Vqlved in many facc_:ts of the All who are interested in Can members of Girls
contains' i 0% Green. ; Friday evening session of the learning more about Ken- in Action be ihvolved in
1S, Bell andibewis Approximately 200 Act- WMU ar'mual meeting. tucky Acteens are encour- the WML annual meet-
Martin great Bastern eens are expegted to att‘end _The six state Acteens pan- aged to go by the Acteens ing?

Ken tl’lcky P du‘mer on deay evening, elists will share some infor- booth, in the display room Yes, because GA is a
siscionanios The hook April 21, at F1rs.t Baptist mation about themselves near the Baptist Book Store, part of WMU, there is a
. written.by il Cpm-ch. The dinner the.me during the session. Ken- where the panelists will be special GA Missions
Bell and Doug Dillard will be “Together Hand in tucky’s national Acteens available for conversation. Event planned for GAs

edited by Jody Baker L and leaders on Satur-

day, April 22, at First
Baptist Church of Bowl-
ing Green. The event
begins at 9 a.m. and
concludes around
noon. :

As the general meet-
ing is in session for ev--
eryone else, GAs and
leaders will be having
their own event with
opportunities to meet
missionaries, sing and
have all kinds of GA
fun! '
GAs and leaders at-
tending the GA Mis-
sions Event can be in-
volved in mission action
by bringing canned
food (one can per per-
son) to the event. The

and Dee Gilliland,
illustrated by Carolyn
Gibson and Doug
Dillard. You may
purchase a copy for

$5.

ACTEEN PANELISTS Pictured left to
right are the Kentucky Acteens Advisory

= | Panelists: Kristy Smith, Lone Oak First collected food will be
Baptist Church, Paducah; Ami Dale, Gar- - distributed to needy
denside Baptist Church, Lexington; Kellie families in the BOWhng
Williams, First Baptist Church, Murray; - Green area.
/ | Jeannette Grace, New Hope Baptist o R The GA Event will be
& Church, Cadiz; Amy Tindall, Clayvillage NATIONAL HONORS Carrie Bell, National Acteens Panelist, First Baptist Church, held in the social center
Baptist Church, Shelbyville; DeAnna Ter-  Murray; Melissa Bryant, Top Teen, Calvary Baptist Church, Central Clty, Christella of the church.

ry, Highview Baptist Church, Louisville. Carpenter, Top Teen, Third Baptist Church, Owensboro.

"“Baptlst Nursmg Fellowshlp

~ The Kcntucky Chaptcr of Baptist Nursmg Fellow- \
i shlp will have a dinner meeting on Friday, April 21, at
5 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Bowling Green.
- The national organization of Baptist Nursing Fellow-
ship started in 1983. The organization is for RNs,
LPNs, student and missionary nurses.
Nearly 1,000 people are members,
‘with 25 organized state chapters. An-
nual membership dues are $10 for stu-
dents and $35 for others. The Ken-
_tucky Chapter is supported by an allo-
cation from the Eliza Broadus Offering
for State Missions, therefore there are
- no state dues. Mcmbcrship in the na-
tional organization is not a require-  p, g
ment for being part of Kentucky BNF. Kentuoky BNF
- BNF is organized to provide worship Dresident
and Bible study opportunities with oth-
er nursing professmnals to encourage parumpatxon in
volunteer missions, to give prayer support for each
other and for missionary nurses, to encourage career
i _missions in the medical field, and to hclp equip nurses
for lifestyle witnessing. -
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Baptists get grant to promote abstinence

BALTIMORE (BP)—With a fi-
nancial boost of almost $100,000, the
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Del-
aware will promote sexual abstinence
in public schools through a “Wait on
Love” campaign.

The $99,750 grant comes from the
Baltimore-based Abell Foundation, a
group which seeks solutions to social
and economic problems. E

“This is a major miracle. This is
God at work,” said Peggi Kissinger, a
Mission ‘Service Corps volunteer in

single adult ministry who directs the

“Wait on Love” campaign.

In a test for interest, Kissinger con-
tacted 15 Baltimore County high
schools and found every principal
“excited and encouraged by the
project.”

Currently she is producing a video .

showing clips of the “Wait on Love”
music presentation, the challenge to
teens and comments of youth, parents
and teachers. The video will be shown
to the principals of Baltimore County
schools. If they approve, Kissinger
will take the program to the students.

Within a two-month period this
fall, Kissinger hopes to present the
program in 40 schools.

Kissinger said she plans to remain
in each schools an entire day, making
it a sexual abstinence awareness day.
After an assembly, where students

- will hear contemporary Christian re-

cording artist Jeffrey Dean and his
band play and talk about their person-
al experiences, Kissinger hopes to
visit classes. There more intimate
conversations can take place.

“Wait on Love” focuses on sexual

abstinence and self-esteem. “We want
them to become aware of their value
as a person and the opportunities they
will miss if they get pregnant,” Kiss-
inger said.

The program also teaches that hav-
ing sex outside of marriage can leave
emotional scars, she said. “We want
them to make healthy decisions. We
want them to know they do have a
future. ... We don’t want to scare
them; we want them to know they are
valued.”

The camipaign takes its name from
Dean’s song, “Wait on Love.” -

In April 1994, Dean challenged
4,000 teens in six middle high and
senior high schools in Delaware’s
Sussex County area. At a weekend
rally, 182 teens made written commit-
ments to sexual abstinence.

Court reduces damages in healing case

ST. PAUL, Minn. (ABP)—A
Minnesota appeals court has over-
turned a $9.15 million judgment
against St. Paul’s First Church of
Christ, Scientist, in the death of an
11-year-old boy whose mother relied
on prayer instead of medical care to
treat his diabetes.

The Minnesota Court of Appeals
ruled April 4 in a 2-1 decision that
the church does not have to pay Ian
Lundman’s father either the $9 mil-
lion in punitive damages or the
$150,000 in compensatory damages
levied by a trial court.

In a 2-1 decision, the appeals
court ruled that spiritual healing is
protected by the U.S. Constitution
and that the church did not act in “de-
liberate disregard” of Ian’s rights.

The court left standing, however,
$1.5 million in compensatory dam-
ages against the boy’s mother and
stepfather, Kathleen and William
McKown, and the two Christian Sci-
ence practitioners they hired to pro-
vide spiritual treatment, according to
Associated Press. _

The McKowns originally faced
criminal charges of second-degree
manslaughter for Ian’s death in May
1989. Minnesota’s Supreme Court
threw out the manslaughter charges
in 1991 based on a provision in the
state’s child-neglect statute that spe-
cifically allows parents to rely in
good faith on spiritual treatment and
prayer.

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld
that ruling in 1992.

Since the death of Ian Lundman,
the Minnesota legislature has amend-
ed its laws governing treatment of
minors to require that practitioners of
healing arts report to proper authori-
ties if a lack of medical care may
cause imminent and serious danger
to a child’s health.

Christian Science was founded in
1866 by Mary Baker Eddy and is
based on her ideas and interpreta-
tions of Scripture. Among the reli-
gion’s teachings are the notion that
sin and sickness are illusions that can
be overcome by full understanding
of Jesus’ teaching and healing. The
church is classified as a cult by the
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board’s interfaith witness depart-
ment. .

Goncentration of liquor stores linked to crime

Continued from page 1
March 29 in the American Journal of
Public Health.

One reason Scribner is conducting
this type of work is to provide infor-
mation that communities can use to
attack crime.

“First, you have to have informa-
tion,” he said. “If communities per-
ceive there’s a problem with crime or
traffic crashes (based on the presence
of a particular liquor outlet), or if they
know there’s an outlet that sells to
minors or stays open until all hours,
there should be city ordinances.”

Alcohol is involved in more than
half of all assault-related crimes,
Scribner said. “It increases the events,
and it increases the victimization.

People are more likely to be hurt.

Domestic violence without alcohol is

like the circus without the lions.”
Each liquor outlet represents a spot

where potential victims and potential -

offenders come together—some peo-
ple to drink and others to prey on
them, Scribner said.

And if there are enough of these
businesses, they can shape commu-
nity norms and values over time, he
said.

“If a dominant institution is an al-
cohol outlet rather than a gym or a
church or a park, you’re going to
have a different kind of community,”
he said. “Over time, people who
grow up in that community are going
to have different norms and values.

“A child living in a high density
of alcohol outlets is going to go
through life with different values.
He’s going to see people loitering
under the influence, and he’s going
to see people acting under the influ-
ence.”

Scribner said this type of research
examines the influence of the envi-
ronment on the individual. “We’re
trying to create an environment
where people are encouraged to
make healthy choices. We’re saying
this needs to be looked at by plan-
ners. If we want to deal with the root
causes, it suggests that the environ-
ment has created these niches. As
soon as one closes up, another
springs up to take its place.”

Researcher raps health-and-wealth theology

ATLANTA (BP)—Promises of
physical health and material prosperi-
ty are appealing but unbiblical, an
Atlanta author and researcher told
Southern Baptist interfaith witness
coordinators.

Health-and-wealth theology is
taught by popular television evange-
lists Kenneth Hagan, Kenneth Cope-
land and others, said Rob Bowman,
research director of the Atlanta Chris-
tian Apologetics Program.

“The bottom line is their claim that
through the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ, every Christian ought to expe-

rience in this life physical health and
material prosperity. If they don’t,
they’re told they lack faith,” Bowman
said.

The movement is sometimes
called “word of faith” by its followers
or “name it and claim it” by its critics.
Leaders teach God made the world by
speaking words of faith and created
people to have the same power, Bow-
man said. People are taught to claim
physical healing, for example, just as
they claim the biblical promise of for-
giveness of sins, he said.

Followers expect God to serve

them as quickly as they are served at
a fast-food restaurant, Bowman not-
ed. So many people abandon Chris-
tianity when they don’t get blessings
they have claimed.

Southern Baptists should teach
what the Bible says about money and
health, Bowman said. “The key is
wisdom, the application of biblical
principles to life.”

Rather than viewing faith as a way
to hold God to his promises, faith
should be taught as believing, trust-
ing and putting confidence in God,
Bowman said.

House passes two
bills to protect
children

WASHINGTON
(ABP)—The U.S. House
of Representatives
approved two measures
April 4 designed to
protect children.

One would lengthen
prison terms for people
convicted of facilitating
child pornography or
prostitution; the other
would require parental
consent before federal
agencies can survey -
children about religion,
sex and other private
issues.

Lawmakers approved
the Sexual Crimes
Against Children
Prevention Act (H.R.
1240) by a 417-0 vote.
The bill would direct the
U.S. Sentencing
Commission to lengthen
by at least 17 months
sentences for a range of
penalties related to
creating child
pornography.

It also would increase
by a minimum of six
months the penalties for
trafficking in child
pornography.

The House also
overwhelmingly
approved the Family
Privacy Protection Act
(H.R. 1271) by a vote of
418-7. The measure
would require federal
agencies conducting
surveys to obtain
parental consent before
questioning children
about their parents’
political beliefs, mental
or psychological
problems, sexual
behavior, illegal or
incriminating actions,
privileged
communication between
professionals and
religion. .
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The purpose of the
trial was to ask
whether Jesus
would be convicted
if tried today. But
the audience
discovered who
was really on trial:
themselves.

“As long as the
park is generally
open to others to

use for religious
and non-religious
purposes, ... |
think they’re on
firm ground.”

' Church-state attorney
Brent Walker,
commenting onan
annual religious service
 held inside Mammoth
‘: Cave

10

Jesus put on trial again, but with different results

By Ray Waddle
Nashville Tennessean

NASHVILLE (RNS)—The Son
of God appeared before a Tennessee
judge the other night, wearing an
orange inmate jumpsuit and facing
charges that ranged from criminal
trespass to treason.

Accused of wreaking havoc with
the laws of this world, the Prince of
Peace was in a mess of trouble, and a
tough-minded district attorney was
determined to make the charges stick.

“This is a trial of a man who has
the arrogance to suggest he is the Lord
and King of this county and everyone

| should live according to his whim,”

District Attorney Clayburn Peeples

| told a “jury” of Christians during an -:
| unusual ' mock trial. “If you took him

seriously, he’d do indescribable dam-
age to your cherished way of life.”

But the prosecutor didn’t prevail.
This time Jesus Christ escaped con-
viction. The jury voted him not guilty
on all counts.

“The D.A. just didn’t show
enough proof,” said Jeff Hinson, one
in an audience of 800 people who had
the option of casting a vote. Nearly
200 did.

The scripted trial had the look and
feel of a real courtroom proceeding,

Mammoth Cave case called

MAMMOTH CAVE—Protests
over a religious service held annually
in Mammoth Cave National Park ap-
pear to be a “blatant act of hostility
toward religion,” according to a Bap-
tist expert in church-state issues.

The Freedom from Religion Foun-
dation, based in Madison, Wis., has
asked Mammoth Cave to end its affil-
iation with a Christian group that
holds an annual interdenominational
service inside the cave.

The service, called the “Church
Revisited,” began about 20 years ago,
according to the Louisville Courier-
Journal. It is a historical recreation of
services held inside Mammoth Cave
in the 19th century.

One area of the cave, now com-
monly called “The Methodist
Church,” features a rock formation

with two consummate West Tennes-
see attorneys and a real judge, Circuit
Judge Joe Riley, of Ridgely, Tenn.

But the scene was actually a sub-
urban Nashville church. Believers
packed the auditorium of Community
Church of Christ in Hendersonville
on the night of April 1, receiving a
copy of the eight-count indictment as
they walked in.

The purpose of the trial—a repeat
of one the small team of lawyers first
staged last year—was to ask whether
Jesus would be convicted today.

But the audience discovered who
was really on trial: themselves.

“We always speculate about what
Jesus would do if he came back to-
day,” Peeples, a district attorney in

“Trenton, Tenn., said before the trial.
1But- what would we do? Would we

follow him?”

Peeples said he hoped the trial
would put the audience in the hot seat
and make them weigh the cost of fol-
lowing Jesus. Is it ethical to follow a
Savior whose. teachings break the
law? Can the laws of the state and
God’s laws be reconciled?

“It makes you think,” audience
member Kenneth Jones said. “We
bend religion to shape our own wants.
Some churches are self-centered, not
centered on Christ.”

resembling a pulpit. This is the site of
the annual service sponsored each
August by A Christian Ministry in the
National Parks. The spot also is an
important stop on historic tours of
Mammoth Cave.

In addition to the annual service
inside the cave, A Christian Ministry
in the Nationl Parks also conducts
church services throughout the sum-
mer in the park’s amphitheater.

Chief Ranger Phillip Veluzat told
the Courier-Journal the only role the
park has played in the “Church Re-
visited” service is guiding visitors
to the chamber, located about a quar-
ter-mile from the main entrance.

On regular park tours, guides
merely point out the chamber and
rock formations that resemble a pul-
pit and choir loft and provide a brief

Among the charges against the
King of Kings: disrupting the reli-
gious services of a televangelist and
advocating the destruction of the U.S.
government. Also, he allegedly de-
stroyed a herd of pigs that ran off a
cliff because they were possessed by
a demon.

The attorneys trotted out modern-
day characters who sounded vaguely
familiar from the New Testament—
Peter Simon, Mary Magdalene Mc-
Coy, Ray Lazarus—who spoke for or
against the Galilean.

The evening’s humor was sup-
plied by an unsavory evangelist, “Bil-
ly Ray Swearington.” He took the
stand to complain that Jesus swept
into his service with a whip, disrupt-
ing a church raffle and his cassette-
tape sales. - .

“He said I'd made the church a den
of thieves,” said the indignant Swear-
ington, played by lawyer Michael
Whitaker. “I didn’t know what he
meant. He was wild-eyed, not the
kind of person who goes to church.”

Jesus Christ, played by Memphis
actor John Richard Locke, remained
slumped in silence. Nearly 2,000
years after his Jerusalem trial, the
Nazarene once more said nothing in
his own defense.

Then the Simon Peter character

took the stand and, to the dismay of
the defense attorney, suddenly denied
that he knew Jesus. Three times, sure
enough.

David Gordon, a veterinarian who
played Peter, said the role made him
uneasy. “It’s hard to say the things I
have to say,” Gordon, who attends
Central Christian Church in Coving-
ton, Tenn., admitted afterward. “We
probably have all denied him one way
or another.”

In his closing argument, defense
attorney Houston Gordon, a practic-
ing defense lawyer in Covington,
threw the burden on the jury.

“You have only three choices: Ei-
ther he is an evil liar and traitor, or a
lunatic, or he is who he says he is ...”

Audience member Hinson, a
Church of Christ member, said the
mock trial proved how difficult it
would be to convict Jesus under the
modern court system.

“Today, there’d be so many hear-
ings and appeals. We have freedom
of speech. We can worship any way
we want. Anyone can say they’re the
son of God and not be arrested. Back

“in Jesus’ time, with the Romans and

Jewish authorities in charge, things
were different. God knew what he
was doing when he sent Jesus when
he did.”

‘hostility toward religion’

historical perspective of the services,
Veluzat told the paper.

But Annie Laurie Gaylor, staff in-
vestigator for the Freedom from Reli-
gion Foundation, said that amounts to
park sponsorship of the religious ser-
vice. And her preference, she told the
Courier-Journal, is that “in the spirit

of the Constitution, that there not be

any religious services held in the park,
period.”

Brent Walker, general counsel for
the Baptist Joint Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C., called Gaylor’s com-
ments “a blatant act of hostility to-
ward religion.”

The Freedom from Religion Foun-
dation’s assertions about the National
Park Service violating the Constitu-
tion appear to have no basis, Walker
said after reading the foundation’s

accusations against Mammoth Cave.

“If all they’re doing is guiding
people in there ... and watching out
for their safety and are not actually
promoting the prayer meeting—and
particularly if it’s more a matter of
historical re-enactment—I just can’t
see a way in the world that should vi-
olate the establishment clause,”
Walker said.

“I suppose if the Park Service
didn’t allow anyboy else to use this
particular area and it was reserved
exclusively for the Church Revisited
program, there might be a problem,”
he explained. “But as long as the park
is generally open to others to use for
religious and non-religious purposes,
as long as the park service is not actu-
ally promoting the religious service,
... 1 think they’re on firm ground.”

Annuity Board employee says he was fired for reporting scam

- By Toby Druin

Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (ABP)—A former em-
ployee of the Southern Baptist Annu-
ity Board says he was fired for uncov-
ering a computer scam.

The Annuity Board said March 28
it has investigated the “allegations of
impropriety” in the purchase of new
computers but no one has been fired
for blowing the whistle. The board
“suffered no (financial) loss” in the
affair, the statement added.

The allegations of wrongdoing
came from Tony Mlakar, a former
Annuity Board employee. Mlakar
told a Dallas weekly newspaper that
he had been terminated “for poor job
performance” after reporting what he
considered to be “self-dealing” by an
Annuity Board employee in the pur-
chase of new computers for the board.
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Mlakar, who installed and main-
tained the board’s computers, found
that many of the new machines pur-
chased in early 1993 did not work
properly. He said he discovered they
were not federally licensed, they had
no serial numbers, many components
were assembled incorrectly, and oth-
ers lacked parts.

When he began to look into the
matter, he told the Dallas Observer, he
found that a board employee who had

-recommended the purchase of the

-.computers from K.S. Computer Ser-
vice of Forney, Texas, had business
connections with the firm and was in
fact purchasing computer compo-
nents, assembling them and providing
them for eventual delivery to the An-
nuity Board at a considerable profit.

Mlakar said that when he blew the
whistle on the employee, an internal
audit supported his claims and recom-

mended that the employee be repri-
manded. Instead, Mlakar said, he was
terminated and Jerry Bell, the em-
ployee whose actions he had ques-
tioned, was never reprimanded.

According to Mlakar, the Annuity
Board paid about $85,000 for the
faulty equipment before it stopped
doing business with K.S. Computer,
which is owned by a friend of Bell’s.
The purchases were part of a
$600,000 computer upgrade.

Tom Miller, Annuity Board senior
vice president for public relations,
said the matter had been investigated
and corrective action taken, but he
added the board does not reveal the
nature of corrective actions. Miller
said no employee had been terminat-
ed for reporting any perceived impro-
priety, but added that the board also
does not discuss the nature of any sep-
aration from employment.

The business and financial plan of
the Southern Baptist Convention
states “that as a normal procedure
each agency of the SBC shall refrain
from entering any business transac-
tion with a trustee or employee, or a
business enterprise in which a trustee
or employee has an interest.”

The matter was reported to Annu-
ity Board trustees at their fall 1994
meeting and they were given a review
of the actions taken, Miller said.

“It sounded to me like there was
definitely some wrongdoing and
(Tony) had uncovered it,” recalled
trustee Steve Henderson of Lakeland,
Fla., who serves on the audit commit-
tee. “I expressed real concern that it
didn’t look good,” Henderson told the
Observer. “It had the appearance that
he was let go because he blew the
whistle and embarrassed manage-
ment.”



BAPTISTS

Hobbs denounces Galvinism

OKLAHOMA CITY—Baptist
Calvinists who cite the views of early
Southern Baptists such as James Peti-
gru Boyce ought to listen instead to the
_ words of Jesus, according to Herschel
Hobbs.

Hobbs, pastor emeritus of First
Baptist Church of Oklahoma City and
chairman of the committee that draft-
ed the “Baptist Faith and Message”
statement, recently issued a written re-
buttal of five-point Calvinism.

“I am more interested in what
Jesus said and Paul wrote than what
Boyce ... wrote,” Hobbs said.

Boyce was the first president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. The seminary’s current presi-
dent, Al Mohler, often has cited the
views of Boyce and other 19th cen-
tury Baptists as support for his own
endorsement of five-point Calvin-
ism.

Five-point Calvinism is a short-
hand term used to describe a theolog-
ical system developed by followers
of the 16th century theologian John
Calvin. Five-point Calvinists assert
that God has selected certain people
for salvation—and therefore others

for damnation—before the creation
of the world.

In an interview with the Western
Recorder last fall, Mohler defended
his Calvinistic views, saying he be-
lieved the same views were held by
the Apostle Paul.

In his recent statement, Hobbs as-
serted that anyone who believes the
Apostle Paul was a Calvinist is “put-
ting the cart before the horse about
1,500 years.”

Calvinism’s teaching that certain
people have been predestined to sal-
vation and others to damnation “is
contrary to the very nature of God,”
Hobbs said. “Those who follow
Calvin say that only the elect believe

in Jesus as Savior. As I understand it,

the opposite is true. Believers are the
elect.”

Hobbs said he agrees with a state-
ment by Southern Baptist theologian
Frank Stagg that election is not a
“rigged television show.”

God’s salvation through Jesus
Christ is available to “anyone, any-
where, any time,” Hobbs said, citing
Jesus’ words in John 3:16 that “who-
soever believeth” may be saved.

Church gives $1.2 million for school

ATLANTA (ABP)—A disband-
ed Atlanta congregation has ear-
marked about $1.2 million from a
recent property sale for a proposed
theology school at Mercer Universi-

Emory Baptist Church completed
a sale of its property March 7 to
neighboring Emory University for
$1.5 million. Eighty percent of the
proceeds are designated for a new
theology school in Georgia, the

Christian Index reported March 16.
Supporters hope the Mercer Uni-

versity School of Theology will open

in the fall of 1996 on the Baptist uni-

versity’s Atlanta campus. The school
* would join the list of theological ed-

ucation alternatives cropping up in
response to growing conservatism at
seminaries owned by the Southern
Baptist Convention.

The 48-year-old Emory Baptist
Church disbanded last year.

"Any church that has a heart for the lost and a
desire for perennial long-lasting growth should use
Evangelism Explosion. Ashland Avenue has grown
18 percent a year each of the last two years, and
E.E. is the tool God used. It is biblical, practical,
and essential to train not only soul-winners, but

trainers of soul-winners."

--Hershael W. York

EVANGELISM EXPLOSION ill INTERNATIONAL

LEADERSHIP CLINIC
MAY 19 - 24, 1995

ASHLAND AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
163 North Ashland Avenue
Lexington, Kentucky 40502
(606) 266-4341
Hershael W. York, Senior Pastor

Baptist Book Store Presents

Slng Kentuckiana 1995

June 9 & 10 - Highview Baptist Church - 7711 Fegenbush Lane - Louisville

Y YES! I'm interested in what NAME YOUR TITLE
EE Il can do for my church!
Please send me Clinic CHURCH
registration information
PASTOR
Please tear off the coupon and place it in CHURCH ADDRESS
an envelope and mail it to: :
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church CITY/STATE ZIP
163 North Ashland Avenue
Lexington, KY 40502 DENOMINATION
ATT: CLINIC REGISTRATION
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP PHONE ( )
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY

Resumes are being acce]ited for

CHURCH & COMMUNITY MINISTRY
DIRECTOR
at the
- Metropolitan Baptist Center
Indianapolis

/ A two-day choral clinic offering hands on expe-
rience of the newest, most exciting music from

companies such as PraiseGathering, Word, Benson,
Integrity and many others.

WIN one of two $100.00
gift certificates

(must be present to win)

Please send your resume to:
Metropolitan Baptist Association
Attn: Personnel Committee
952 North Pennsylvania Street

All choral read-through music
will be offered at special

® Take part in aread though of music avaiable for adults, discounted prices

youth and children @ Participate in worship which will

include performances by the Highview Baptist Church Instru-
mental Ensemble and local recording artist, AngelaDailey ®
Celebrate such a tremendous evening with a presentation of
Hosartna Integrity's "Mighty Cross.” @ Listen to premier
performances of adult and children Christmas musicals.

Associate Registration includes:

Indianapolis IN 46204
- Friday supper and Saturday lunch
- passes to each premier

1 Steeples &
Full Registration includes the above Baptlstnes

PLUS copies of all music pre-
x ; SR l From the world’s
miered during the clinic Z Callorwrite for

our free catalog

/1 |+ largest manufacturer of
| ‘\ fiberglass church products
o Steeples o Krinkiglas®
© Baptistries Windows
Lighted Wall e Baptistry Heaters
Crosses

1-800-527-1459
PQ Box 1340
Henderson, TX 75653-1340

o

3 % -’ FIBERGL
BB sPecIALT
A INCORPORAT

LetiEndl INC.

m

SINCE 1898

RENOVATION
PEWS
1-800-537-4723
WACO, TEXAS
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“The church of
Jesus Christ ... has
been more
thoroughly
equipped to
respond to the
physical,
emotional,
relational and
spiritual needs of
all persons, but

_ especially the

./ marginalized
members of society
through the
ministry of
students and
alumni of the

Carver School.”
From the seminary
facully resolution in
-.support of the Carver
School and former Dean
Diana Garland

12

Seminary faculty supports Carver School, Garland

By Marv Knox
Editor

LOUISVILLE—The faculty of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary has overwhelmingly affirmed
the seminary’s embattled social work
school and its former dean, Diana
Garland.

During a faculty meeting April 5,
professors voted 37-2 with two ab-

stentions to approve a resolution of

support for the Carver School of
Church Social Work and for-Garland.
All four deans of the seminary’s oth-
er schools were present for the secret-
ballot vote.

The Carver School has been at the
center of seminary crisis since March
20, when President Al Mohler fired
Garland for telling students the presi-
dent’s new standards for faculty se-
lection had placed the school “in seri-
ous jeopardy.

The firing followed a stalemate
between Garland and Mohler over the
election of a professor to the social
work school’s faculty. Mohler reject-
ed the candidate because the profes-
sor believed God might be able to call
women to “any role within the
church.”

Garland made public the fact that
Mohler has instituted a set of ques-
tions prospective faculty members
must answer correctly to be approved
by him. The questions relate to candi-
dates’ personal views on abortion,
homosexuality, women in ministry
and the uniqueness of the gospel.

Insisting that Mohler’s new re--

quirements prohibit the Carver
School from finding qualified facul-
ty, Garland told students the school
might lose its accreditation and possi-
bly even die. .

After Mohler fired Garland, close
observers of the academic-accredita-

tion process conceded Garland’s pre-
dictions might come true. They also
surmised the seminary itself might get
in trouble with its general accrediting
agencies.

In that context, the seminary fac-
ulty pledged its support for the Carv-
er School and
for Garland, £
who remains as
professor  of
church social
work.

“Over 10
years ago, di-
vine God led in-
spired minds
and hearts to
dream, create
and found the
Carver School ... as the first and only
accredited school of church social
work-within a seminary context in the
world,” the resolution states.

The resolution praises Garland and
her predecessor, Anne Davis, who
also still teaches at the seminary, for
their leadership in building “an excel-
lent faculty of church social workers
to teach in this place.”

“The church of Jesus Christ in ful-
filling the Great Commission has
been more thoroughly equipped to
respond to the physical, emotional,
relational and spiritual needs of all
persons, but especially the marginal-
ized members of society through the
ministry of students and alumni of the
Carver School,” the resolution adds.

Through the resolution, faculty
members “‘express our affection, ap-
preciation and admiration to our col-
leagues on the faculty of the Carver
School for their courage and integri-
ty.” They also “extend our support to
the students currently enrolled in the
school.”

The resolution labels Garland’s

bat_tles.

address all inquires to:

Corbin, KY 40701

Church Seeks Pastor

First Baptist Church in Corbin, Ky., seeks energetic
pastor to lead moderate congregation in the growth
of spiritual maturity and Christian commitment.

This church has historically maintained a strong
emphasis on meeting the spiritual and physical needs
of not only our own members, but also the needs of
the surrounding community. r

This fellowship affirms autonomy, corporate
worship, congregational inclusiveness, stewardship,
service, missions and ecumenical activities as central
to the life of a New Testament church.

As these aspects of ministry are our chief concerns,
we are uninterested in serving as a platform from
which to wage denominational and/or political

Persons interested in further information should
Pastor Search Committee

First Baptist Church
401 N. Laurel Avenue

dismissal as dean a “premature end-
ing of an exemplary tenure.”

Further, the resolution asks
Mohler, administrators and trustees
“to help the Carver School faculty
keep covenantal faith and trust with
all currently enrolled students in the
Carver School,
that their studies
and the pursuit
of credentials
and certification
will not be com-
promised in any
way by the cir-
cumstances of
these last few
: days.”
e _ Such resolu-
tions “are meant
to be an on-the-record statement of
the mind of the faculty,” said James
Chancellor, a professor of Christian
missions and world religions and
chairman of the Faculty Committee,
which presented the resolution.

“The intent was to affirm the fac-
ulty’s commitment to the School of

Church Social Work and to affirm an
overwhelming sense of personal sup-
port to Diana Garland and her fami-
ly,” Chancellor said.

The resolution was carefully craft-
ed and did not attack Mohler, Chan-
cellor added. “The faculty believes
the School of Church Social Work is
an integral and important dimension
of the institution, and we wanted to
affirm that.”

Also in the faculty meeting, pro-
fessors received a draft of a faculty
statement on the “spiritual distress”
on campus during the current crisis.

The statement is designed to help
the Faculty Committee, which serves
as a liaison between the faculty and
trustees and administration, develop a
consensus report to trustees, accord-
ing to one faculty source.

Chancellor declined to comment
on the specifics of the report or its
purpose, noting only, “It is fair to say
there is a deep spiritual crisis in the
community that is far more significant
than small disagreements over theo-
logical orientation.”

(12- to 37-passenger)

Available in 20’ to 33’ Models

Church Buses
New & Used

(We take trade-ins)
Call Henry Headden
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
1(800) 370-6180
1(615)371-6180

The hope of Easter

I cannot imagine being hope-
- less. To feel like you are at rope’s
end and that there is no way life can
get better must be the most tragic
feeling in the world. Unfortunate-
ly, hundreds of children and fami-
lies are living in that circumstance
here in Kentucky.

0 They are the 4- and 2-year-old
who cling to each other in the dark-
ened bedroom as they
hear their dad beat their
mother. They have no
place to turn and know
no life except one of
constant fear.

I It’s the teenage boy
who has been beaten so
often that he just accepts
that he must be some-
thing terrible. No matter
what he does he cannot
please.

B It’s the 14-year-old

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

dren and families are the reason we
celebrate Easter. Our Lord came
with the message of hope. Through
his death and resurrection he gave
life to each of us who reach out to
him.

Our Lord offers hope to a world
without it. As Christians we are
called to make a difference for
those around us.

To me, the parable of
the Good Samaritan sets
forth the example all of
us are to follow. A
stranger, a despised Sa-
maritan yet, stopped to
help a man who had
been beaten and robbed.
He put him on his own
donkey. He took him to
arr inn. When he had to
g0, he left money for the
man’s care and prom-
ised to pay any addition-

girl with the terrible se-

cret that her father sexually abuses
her. She feels so unclean and can-
not imagine anyone could ever care
about her.

1 It’s the young mother who has
just gone through a divorce. She
feels she has done wrong and prays
for forgiveness. She cannot forgive
herself, however, and continues to
feel herself pulled further into de-
pression.

These and many more could ed-
ucate all of us on the utter despair
of living without hope. Such chil-

al costs.

For more than 125 years Ken-
tucky Baptists have been following
the example of the Good Samaritan
by reaching out to children and
families in need. :

On behalf of the hopeless who
have now found hope I say “thank
you.” Please pray this Easter for
those still searching.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.
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EDUGATION

Mohler reprlmands student protesters

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Students have no

right to hold seminary administrators
accountable or to take their concerns
to trustees and donors, President Al
Mohler told students of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary April 5.

“You cannot hold us accountable.
That is not your role,” Mohler said in
response to a student’s question in an
hourlong campus forum.

“Your responsibility as a student is
to study,” Mohler said in answer to
another question.

Throughout the forum—and in a
five-page letter distributed to students
the same day—Mohler placed total
responsibility for the seminary’s cur-
rent crisis on the students and former
social work Dean Diana Garland. The
president took no personal responsi-
bility for the public controversy that
has ensued since he fired Garland as
dean of the Carver School of Church
Social Work March 20.

Mohler fired Garland after she in-
formed Carver School students the
school’s future was in “serious jeop-
ardy” due to a rigid litmus test for fac-
ulty hiring instituted by Mohler out-
side the seminary’s governing docu-
ments. The president is requiring pro-
spective faculty members to agree
with his specific interpretation of the
Bible’s teachings on issues such as
women in ministry, homosexuality
and abortion.

Mohler used his letter and the fo-
rum before a full chapel to tell Carver
School students they had strayed from
their proper role by notifying trustees,
donors and alumni of their concerns
about the school’s future and
Mohler’s leadership.

“It is entirely inappropriate for stu-.

dents to address the constituencies of
the seminary in an effort to bring pres-
sure against the administration and
trustees,” Mohler said in the letter. “It
is beyond acceptable conduct for stu-
dents to write to the donors of this in-
stitution suggesting their consterna-
tion and calling for action. This is be-
yond the right and prerogative of stu-
dents.”

Mohler said student efforts to raise
awareness of the current crisis on
campus have been “counterproduc-
tive.”

“You cannot serve the future cause
of the Carver School of Church So-
cial Work by attempting to bring in-
timidation in the public square of the
denominational arena against this ad-
ministration or board of trustees,” he
said in the letter. “That is a secular
means of political protest which will
be entirely unproductive.”

The president also chastized stu-
dent protesters who have held a sit-in

outside his office since Garland’s fir-
ing. Every hour, the students pause
for a period of public prayer, which
reportedly has been fiery at times.
“You must not allow your prayers
to be manipulated into a form of pro-
test,” Mohler said in the forum.
“When prayer
crosses the line
into public pro-
test, it is a trav-
esty of spirit and
truth,” he wrote
in the letter.
Mohler said
students “must
take responsibil-
ity for your pub-
lic statements
and for the way

you present your case to the denorm-r

nation and to the watching world.”

For his own part, Mohler said he
had “sought to avoid the course of
events” which has brought the Carver
School into immediate crisis. The cri-
sis was caused by Garland making the
issue public and by students telling
the story widely, he suggested.

One student compared Mohler’s
accusations against students to critics
of Martin Luther King Jr., who in the
early 1960s accused him of creating
controversy by demanding equal
rights for blacks. King later was
shown to have unveiled “institutional
prejudice,” the student said.

“ This stadent said Mohler has de-
manded respect from students but has
failed to show respect for Garland in
his dealings.

Mohler responded that the lan-
guage of institutional prejudice “will
not wash” with Southern Baptists,
who largely support his leadership.

Southern Baptists, not students,
are the ultimate governing authorities
for the seminary, Mohler said in the
forum.

Several students replied that they
are Southern Baptists and members of
Southern Baptist churches as well as

students. But Mohler said his ultimate

mandate comes from the Southern

Baptists who have voted in a string of

conservative convention presidents
over the past 15 years.

The seminary cannot represent the
views of all Southern Baptist church-
es, he said, so it is his responsibility to
represent the views of the “main-
stream” Southern Baptists who have
supported conservative reforms.

Ironically, Mohler’s support from
self-described conservative students
and faculty has eroded with the latest
crisis.

Mobhler did appear to have the sup-
port of some students, who applaud-
ed him and said “Amen” at times.

Throughout the forum, he attempt-
ed to answer most student questions

but labeled some as “impertinent” and

“presumptuous.” He declined to dis-
cuss personnel issues with students,
saying, “Frankly, they are not your
concern.”

Mohler also declined to elaborate
on his earlier statement that the arena
of  Christian
theological edu-
cation and the
arena of social
work are “not
congruent at all
points.”

One student
asked what it
would take to
have Garland
reinstated  as
_dean.

Mobhler declined to speak much on

the subject, but he said a “significant:

river has been crossed” that prevents
Garland from returning as dean.

Another student said Mohler has
not demonstrated the kind of peace-
making skills as an administrator that
students are taught at the seminary to
use in churches. This student asked if
the president would be willing to
humble himself and forgive Garland
for any mistakes she might have
made.

“There is not enough common
ground for the relationship that must
exist between a president and a dean,”
he said.

In both his letter and in the forum,
Mohler assured students the Carver
School is still “operational” even
though it has no dean and will have
key faculty vacancies by the end of
this semester.

While no new students will be ac-
cepted into the Carver School next
year, current students should expect
the master of social work program to
continue at least through the 1995-96
academic year, he said.

And the school could still be
saved, he said, noting he will do “all
within my power” to keep the school
alive—“insofar as it fits within the
aims, purposes, mission and identity
of this institution.”

If the school continues it must be
“genuinely evangelical, consistently
standing within the confessional, bib-
lical, moral and theological parame-
ters which are established for the in-
stitution as a whole,” he wrote in the
letter.

Although he did not say any inves-
tigation is underway, Mohler said he
has been “in contact” with the Coun-
cil on Social Work Education, the pri-
mary accrediting agency of the Carv-
er School. “We will supply informa-
tion to the agency regarding recent
events, the study process and future
plans for the school,” he wrote in the
letter.

Conservative faculty seek trustee conference

LOUISVILLE—Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary trustees may
get the most pressure from a less-
than-obvious source next week.

A group of the seminary’s newest
professors—whose theology most
closely resembles the beliefs of the
conservative trustees—are seeking an
audience with the trustees during their
spring board meeting April 17-19, a

faculty source said last week.

“The people on this faculty that are
the most distressed are the new con-
servative evangelical faculty,” the
source said, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “Those people. have de-
manded a meeting with the trustees.”

The new professors date from
1991, when seminary administrators
and-faculty agreed to recommend bib-

lical inerrantists for faculty vacancies.

However, several of these conser-
vative evangelical professors have
expressed alarm with what they de-
scribe as President Al Mohler’s ultra-
conservative theology and combative
administrative style.

They have said their hope is that
some trustees will try to bring reason
to the seminary crisis.
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“It is beyond
acceptable
conduct for
students to write
to the donors of
this institution
suggesting their
consternation and
calling for action.
This is beyond the
right and
prerogative of

students.”
Southern Seminary
President Al Mohler
addressing a student
forum.- .. .-
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
with Baptists in Russia
and Utah/Idaho.

B A construction team
from Clear Creek Baptist
Bible School and
Immanuel Church in
Danville who will go to

. Vyborg, Russia, April 26-

May 10.
M Pastor Ronnie Raines

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CADIZ—Buffalo Lick Church
met its Annie Armstrong Easter offer-
ing goal of $600 in one offering
March 12 due to WMU'’s assistance.
David Culp is pastor.

B CARROLLTON—Whites Run
Church will celebrate its 185th anni-
versary April 23. The worship service
will be followed by dinner on the
grounds, an afternoon concert and
service with former pastors and staff
members participating.-Revival ser-
vices will be April 18-21 at 7 p.m.
with Director of Missions Charles

Stephens as speaker. Call (502) 347-
5432 for information.
B LEXINGTON—Calvary Church

_ordained Minister of Education and

Administration Hank Ellington to
the ministry March 12.

B LODIBURG—Walnut Grove
Church called Tom Campbell of
LaFollette, Tenn., as pastor. He will
begin after graduating from Clear
Creek Bible College in May.

B LOUISVILLE—Broadway
Church will celebrate its 125th anni-
versary May 21. Guest speakers will

and the evangelism/
discipleship team from
Calvary Church in
Glasgow who will go to
Moscow May 10-24.

M John Edwards of
Russell First Church and
his construction team of
20 who will be going to
Penza, Russia,

May 3-17.

B Calvin Wilkins and 24
volunteers who will form
a second construction
teem in Penza, Russia,
May 17-31.

M For volunteers to
come forward to meet
urgent needs this
summer in Utah and
Idaho.

include former pastors Duke McCall
and Edwin Perry. Call (502) 895-
2459 for more information.

Randall Floyd resigned as minis-

" ter of youth and singles at Hurst-

bourne Church. Also, Barbara Koch
resigned as director of preschool min-

- istries effective May 31.

Deer Park Church called Tony

Smith of Anderson, S.C., as adminis-
tration and education intern.
B RICHMOND—Richmond Chris-
tian Academy is accepting students
for the 1995-96 school year. It will
use the facilities of ‘Eastside Bethel
Church. Carl Powell, former state
Brotherhood president, will be head-
master. Call (606) 624-3083 for infor-
mation.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE: Sizzling games.
How to improve your relationship.
For more info., call (615) 641-3217.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Russellville, accepting resumés for
full-time minister of youth and asso-
ciate pastor. Mail to: FBC, P.O. Box
838, Russellville, KY 42276-0838,
Attn: Dr. Randall S. Neal.

LESSONS: Piano and organ les-
sons for children and adults, begin-
ners or advanced. Reasonable rates;
call Ramona (502) 363-0873.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music for exciting, fast-growing, mid-
sized church. Resumé or call should
be addressed to: FBC, P.O. Box 339,
Belfry, KY 41514; (606) 353-4645.

WANTED: Part-time organist/
choir accompanist to play for Sunday
morning and Sunday night worship
and Wednesday rehearsals. Send re-
sumé to Jim Rittenhouse, P.O. Box
91146, Louisville, KY 40291, or call
(502) 587-8015.

WANTED: Church bus; mini-
mum 25-passenger. Phone (502) 828-
3143.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Over the next two weeks we will share the sto-
ries of those who have excelled in our winter
sports this season.

Harold Underwood coached our varsity and
junior varsity wrestling teams, while Mike
Waslewski worked with our middle school team.
Twenty-four students lettered in wrestling.

Only three seniors were on the 1994-95 wres-
tling team. Cliff Smith had joined the team last
school year in mid-season. Chris Byers wanted to
wrestle this year for the first time, but Harold re-
called, “I didn’t think he would ever
stick with it. He was already so in-
volved in band and drama.” But stick
with it he did, and earned his letter. -

James Hines, our third senior, wres-
tled for the fourth year in a row. He
was not able to finish the season be-
cause of an injury, but Coach Harold
related the ways he’s seen James grow
and mature. “I’ve been really im-
pressed with his behavior and life in
general the past few months.”

Other letters went to Jason Gardin-

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

Winter Sports awards: Part one

Mike Stout. Harold said of Rex, “I really appreci-
ate the example he sets.” Of Mike he noted
“When I asked him to move to a more difficult -

weight class, he said, ‘Coach, wherever you need
me, that’s where I’'ll be.””

Stefano Ximenes earned “Most Valuable
Wrestler.” He has been on the team for four years,
and had the highest winning percentage. Coach
Harold described Stafano as “one of the finest
young men I have ever had on any team.”

The 1994-95 season saw five team members
qualify for regional competition.
Harold is now hopeful; “I feel all five
will qualify for state competition next
year.”

Harvey Travis coached our middle
school boys’ basketball team this sea-

boys received certificates of participa-

ognitions. The “B Team Award” went
to Mike Shuck for leadership qualities.
Levi Akers received the “Coach’s
Award.” Brothers Tim and Fred Felt-

er and Jacob Akers. Harold remarked,
“Jason’s determination was an inspi-
ration to me.” The coach told how Jacob “didn’t
like getting beat, so he took that frustration and
drilled hard in practice.” Jacob maintained a 4.0
throughout the wrestling season. :

“Rookie of the Year” awards went to brothers
Bryan and Ryan Gregory. “100% Awards” were
shared by Jerry Boblett and Jack Elliott.

termined to win the state championship.”

one of the best attitudes on the team.”

John Tingle was honored as “Most Improved.”
Harold shared, “I really think he’s bound and de-

Another “Most Improved” was Chris Smith.
Coach Harold noticed “not only his ability, but

ner earned “Captain’s Awards.”

“Most Improved” honors went to
Mark Woods. Matt Hess took the “Sixth Man
Award,” while David Mourning earned “Best
Defense.”

Javaris Williams was awarded for “Most As-
sists.” Coach Travis praised Javaris for keeping a
positive attitude even when “I asked him to step
into a position he didn’t really want to play.”
Brandon Hyden was “Best Three-Point Shooter.”
Joseph Neikirk took honors for “Highest Grade
Point Average.”

(To be continued next week)

Written by Denise Spencer, publications

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida

“Coach’s Awards” went to Rex Boblett and  Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

son, aided by Paul Feltner. Nineteen -

tion, 10 of whom earned special rec- |

The senior class invites you to
graduation Friday, May 5, 7:30
p.m., Binghamtown Baptist Church
in Middlesboro. Southern Baptist
Convention Vice President Gary
Frost is commencement speaker.

We all rejoice when graduates
are called to new ministry posi-
tions. Also, 10 will continue in their
present positions. I thank God for
churches who encourage pastors to
complete their educa-

our family arrived. We
both remember a new
student welcome when
he asked me, “Is this
your first year also?”
Like many others, Ran-
dy combines studies
with the responsibilities
of an active congrega-
tion (Bethel, Berea) and

30 graduate at Clear Creek

tion. Randy McPheron = {WN3\\:qH:133¢
came to Clear Creek in  FT VWK
1988, the same week

Bill Whittaker

goes to his first pastorate in Virgin-
ia, 30 miles from his parents’ home.
Tom and Samantha Campbell relo-
cate to a church near Louisville
where Tom will attend Southern
Seminary. James and Donna Over-
bee are excited about a new minis-
try at Emmanuel Church, Berea.
Marty and Kathy Roberts will join
the staff at Oneida Baptist Institute.

Three of our singles, Tim Smith,
Dennis Starkey and
Jewell Habermehl, will
attend Southern Semi- |\
nary. David Dean and
family return to Mem-
phis and Mid-America
Seminary.. Johnny
Skeans and family
move to. Grace Univer-
sity, Omaha, Neb.,
where he will enter the
missionary aviation pro-
gram. Dennis and Ange-
la Hisle anticipate a

a growing family. He
and wife, Lisa, have three children.

Cleo Goodlett’s graduation rep-
resents our continuing commitment
to an open admission policy. He
entered without a high school di-
ploma. Tutor Georgia Mink
worked with him to secure a GED,
required to enter the degree pro-
gram. The family also will cele-
brate the graduation of their daugh-
ter, Jennifer, from Bell County
High School.

Six seniors have just been called
to new positions. Mark Barnett

home mission assign-
ment in South Dakota.

Some still wait on the Lord’s
direction: Steve Birch, Kris Garris,
Charles Gray, Jack Helton, David
McQueen and Bud Wright.

Kentucky Baptists have made a
significant investment in the lives
of these 30 graduates. The majority
will remain in Kentucky. Pray for
these and for fruitful harvests in
their fields of labor.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Mission set its sights high with building plan

By Charles Willis
SBC Sunday School Board

CHERAW, Colo. (BP)—Pastor
Terry Schwartz may be looked up to
by everyone in Cheraw, Colo., some-
day—if his study is moved to the top
of the local grain elevator.

- The decades-old landmark, un-
used and a home to pigeons for 30
years, was given to Cheraw Baptist
Chapel in 1993.

Local residents were amazed when
Schwartz, with the donated help of an
attorney, untangled complicated legal
encumbrances on the property and
neighboring land, located descen-
dants of the last-known owners and
persuaded the younger generation of
owners to donate the unused land to
the church.

Located prominently on the main
street of the small southeastern Colo-
rado town, the almost-90-feet-tall
grain elevator can be seen for miles
as travelers approach Cheraw. Some-
day, the structure will bear a sign
identifying the church and, perhaps, a
mural. Schwartz can see a variety of
design possibilities in his mind’s eye,
as well as that pastor’s study with an
unobstructed view.

At the beginning of the project, the
grain elevator was viewed as an ar-
chitectural liability. To tear down and
haul away debris from the giant con-
crete-cylinder would cost thousands
of dollars, which the new mission did
not have.

Among steps the congregation

took as they pondered possibilities
was to contact the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board’s church archi-
tecture services. The drawings re-
turned to the church show the grain
elevator as the focal point of a two-
phase building plan.

The illustration suggests back-
lighted crosses on two sides of the
structure to identify the property. -

Schwartz knows the idea would
attract attention. The first Christmas
the congregation owned the elevator,

a lighted star was placed on top of it. .

A basement room already has been
used for a Bible study, and the possi-
bility of making that unique space
into a youth room has been discussed.

Schwartz laughs that the Cheraw
Baptist Chapel, constituted as a
church in September 1994, is called

the “Cheraw Unique Chapel” by

some. And rightly so.

The pastor, his wife, Kathy, and
their six children moved from Denver
to Cheraw in 1992 without any idea
how they would be supported or
where God would lead them in the
burden they had felt for ministry in
that specific area of the state.

-The mission began in the Schwartz
family’s 12- by 60-foot rented mobile
home with a handful of people. Soon
22 people were crammed into the
kitchen and dining area of the home,
forcing a move.

Rented use of the local school on
Sundays has brought membership
growth to 34 people—topping aver-
age attendance at the two other

churches in town.

Enough money has been borrowed
to allow a foundation slab to be
poured beside the grain elevator, and
the members held their first worship
service there in balmy, 60-degree
weather on Christmas Day 1994.

Outdoor, baptisms have been done
in a shiny, metal horse trough, and
church supplies, such as hymnals and
offering plates, are stored in the pas-
tor’s van.

And, last, but not least among the
“unique” qualities of the church, is

Karate and _baskethall provide kickback

By Chip Alford
SBC Sunday School Board

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)—
Last year, Andrew Large put a little
bounce in his youth Sunday school
program. This year, he added a little
kick. ,

Large, minister to youth at Arling-
ton Baptist Church in Jacksonville,
Fla., uses basketball and karate in a
unique outreach designed to share the
gospel with non-Christian youth and
involve them in Bible study.

The Youth Basketball Sunday
School Outreach started first with the
stated goal of “reaching teenagers
who would not normally come to a
Bible study at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays.”

“Some kids in our community
wouldn’t set foot on our church cam-
pus because they wouldn’t feel com-
fortable here,” Large explained, “but
they will go to gym because it’s not
threatening to them. And a lot of kids
like sports, so if we can use that as a
hook to get them involved, then we
ought to do it.”

The program works like this: Each
Monday night at 7, teens begin gath-
ering at Fort Caroline Middle School,
which allows the church use of its
gymnasium. Arlington Baptist youth
are encouraged to participate, but to
do so, they must bring along a non-
Christian friend. The Christian teens
also agree to attend an evangelism
training session before taking part and
share their faith.

Things get under way with 30
minutes of “basketball practice” and

“drills,” followed by a “time-out” for
a 30-minute Bible study drawn from
Sunday school literature. Sessions are
led by “coaches”—youth Sunday
school teachers or workers from Ar-
lington Baptist and other area church-
es. The teens then divided into groups
for another 30 minutes to an hour of
four-on-four games.

“We usually have about a 50/50
mix of church kids and non-Christian
kids,” head coach Jeff Clarkson said.
“We’ve had street kids,. gang mem-
bers, kids who have been in prison,
kids from broken homes. But we’ve
never had any big fights or anything.”

The gym grew silent on a recent
rainy Monday night as more than 50
teenagers dressed in sweatshirts,
shorts and ball caps listened to Clark-
son’s lesson on marriage, commit-
ment and God’s love. A 14-year-old

neighborhood boy wandered in as-

another coach was finishing his per-
sonal testimony.

“I know some of you have been
hurt by divorce,” the coach said. “It is
my prayer that each one of you will
seek God’s plan for your life.”

Within a few minutes, the boy had
found Large and was praying to re-
ceive Jesus Christ as Savior.

More than a dozen teens have ac-
cepted Christ through the basketball
outreach this year, Large said, adding
some also have become involved in
Sunday school.

The Christian Karate Club is an-
other outreach which meets on Mon-
day nights. Large is convinced it will
“take off” in time, possibly even sur-

passing the basketball program.

“It can cost $1,000 to take karate
lessons in town. When teenagers find
out they can take it here for free, I'm
convinced (the program) will take
off,” he said. -

Led by second-degree black belt
and Arlington church member John

McEldowney, the karate club meets

at the church and follows the same
basic format as the basketball out-
reach.

“I try to relate the key attributes of
the Christian life to athletics. People
are really learning things about them-
selves, improving their self-esteem,”
McEldowney said. :

He admitted some church mem-
bers were concerned about the appro-
priateness of a karate class on cam-
pus.

“Some people think it is all about
Eastern philosophy or mysticism or
that it promotes violence, but that’s
not where it’s at, at all. I relate Scrip-

. ture to specific movements and ac-
tions to help reinforce biblical truth. I -

try to get my students to think about
who they are and who they represent.

“And the type of karate I teach is
defensive. I drill my students to run
from a fight if at all possible. If they
use karate for an offensive confronta-
tion, they are out of the class.”

‘CHURCH WITH A KICK Second-degree

black belt John McEldowney works with a
young student during a recent meeting of
the Christian Karate Club at Arfington Bap-
tist Church in Jacksonville, Fla. (BP photo
by Jim Veneman)

that it has had no less than three
church organs donated to it.

The timetable for completing the
first phase building has not been set,
Schwartz said. Volunteer groups of
church builders from Alabama, Ten-
nessee and Texas have offered to
‘help, but the matter of approximately
$60,000 worth of materials must be
addressed.

Schwartz said he believes  the
money will be no problem. “If God
can give us 3.2 acres of land, he can
provide the money.”

in outreach

LOOKING UP Terry
Schwartz (right), pastor of
Cheraw Baptist Chapel,
looks over architectural
drawings with Gale Stovall,
church trustee, and his
daughter, Catina. (BP photo
by Jim-Veneman)
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Paducah-based ophthalmologist Jeff Johnson
screens one of the many individuals who sought
eye care. Approximately 100 eyeglasses were
distributed. The glasses were donated by four
optical shops in the Paducah area, the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, Bowling Green Woman’s Club,
and the Woman’s Missionary Union of Eastwood

&

Patty Corts (center), R.N. and Marilyn Leatherman,
surgical technician, Western Baptist Hospital,
gather patients’ medical history.

Baptist Church in Bowling Green.

Baptist Healthcare medical
mission team reaches out
to southeastern Kentucky

n March, Baptist Healthcare

System’s commitment to

community outreach extended
in a slightly new direction — to
Oneida in the heart of Clay County

in southeastern Kentucky.

In partnership with Oneida
Baptist Institute and the Booneville-
Irvine Baptist Association, Baptist
Healthcare dispatched a 25-member
medical team to offer free health
screenings and general medical

checkups to residents of Oneida and

- . the surrounding communities, some

of which are among the poorest in

the state.

The medical mission initiative
brought together medical, pastoral
and support personnel from all five
Baptist Healthcare facilities: Baptist
Regional Medical Center; Central
Baptist Hospital; Baptist Hospital
East; Tri-County Baptist Hospital;
and Western Baptist Hospital.
Joining the Baptist Healthcare team

" were Lewis Graham, D.D.S.; Jeff

Johnson, M.D., ophthalmologist; and

Madonna Ringswald, D.O., internist

&

Ginny Orman, R.N., Tri-County Baptist Hospital,
assists a patient with his medication.

Mary Harrison, director of pastoral care at Central
Baptist Hospital, introduces the stethoscope to a
youngster waiting at the free clinic.

and pulmonologist. All arrived in
Oneida with a shared objective: to

meet some of the unmet healthcare

needs of the area. And that they did.

From March 16 through 18, the
Baptist Healthcare team treated,
cared for and comforted 350 indi-
viduals — ranging in age from one
to 91. Healthcare services offered
included physical exams, blood
pressure checks, dental checks,

diabetes testing, eye exams and

- eyeglasses. The healing ministry

touched individuals not only in

Oneida but from such neighboring

communities as Annville, Beattyville,

McKee, Big Creek, Booneville, Fall
Rock, Irvine, Sextons Creekv,

Manchester and London.

Baptist Healthcare extends its
gratitude to Oneida Baptist Institute
and the Booneville-Irvine Baptist
Association for their support of this
project. And Baptist Healthcare
salutes its medjcél mission team
members who made a difference in
the quality of life and health in a

southeastern community.

BAPTIST HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

4007 Kresge Way
Louisville, Kentucky 40207
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