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Coppenger chosen
Mark Coppenger, vice
president for convention
relations with the
Southern Baptist
Convention’s Executive
Committee, has been
nominated to become
the next president of
Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
See page 2.

Gilliland to retire
Dee Gilliland has
announced plans to
retire as executive
director of Kentucky
Woman’s Missionary
Union. See page 3.

Editorial

Participate in the
National Day of Prayer.
See page 5.

Gun-toting gospel

The paramilitary groups
which have gained
attention in light of the
Oklahoma City bombing
often espouse an
apocalyptic religious
perspective. See page 7.

(2060)  80ed 895 ¢éGuinoy

Women called to grow more in grace

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

BOWLING GREEN—In the
midst of uncertainty, structural chang-
es and leadership changes, Baptist
women must continue to grow in
grace and stay focused on the task of
missions, speakers said during Ken-
tucky Woman’s Missionary Union’s
annual meeting April 21-22.

More than 1,600 women and girls
gathered at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green for the meeting, with
“Growing in Grace” as the theme.
This number included not only 948
women but also 127 teenage girls
who attended a Friday night

pines, related how God called her to
be a missionary while playing the role
of Lottie Moon in a GA skit.

B Sandy Hale, who serves with her
husband, Ken, in New England,
thanked Kentucky WMU for instill-
ing in her “a missions heart.”

In their greetings to WMU, host
pastor Richard Bridges and
Kentucky Baptist Convention
President Billy Compton con-
tinued the thread of affirma-
tion.

Bridges recounted how his
mother carried him in a basket
to a “circle meeting” when he
was only a few days old. “I

Acteens dinner and 566 elemen-
tary-age girls who participated
in a Girls in Action missions
event on Saturday.

Each session began with the
proclamation that “There is a
place for you in WMU.” But
speakers repeatedly broached a
more delicate question: “Is there
a place for WMU in the future
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion?”

In light of the proposed re-
structuring of
SBC ageéncies
and its poten-
tial impact on
WMU, speak-
ers wove into
their presenta-
tions threads
of gratitude for
the influence
of WMU on
their  lives.

Others directly criticized the restruc-

turing plan, which virtually ignores
WMU and assigns some of its tradi-
tional tasks to other agencies.

Expressions of thanks for WMU
came from many speakers, including:

B Janet Dillard, furloughing mis-
sionary to Kenya, traced her “pilgrim-
age to missionary service” through
WMU missions organizations, saying
God “chose to use you to direct me
on my path to missions service.”

0 Leslie England, who along with
her husband, Ray, has completed one
term as a missionary in the Philip-

Dee Gilliland pose with a copy of their
new book, “Mountain Greats.” Cen-
ter, Vera Kadaeva, president of the
Russian Baptist women’s. group,
greets Catherine Allen of the Baptist
World Alliance. Top, Kristy Smith of
Lone Oak First Baptist Church in Pad-
ucah displays the meeting theme.

honor your presence and honor your

crucial task,” he said.

Compton praised the “‘extravagant
grace WMU has showered over our
convention.” He likened that grace to
the perfume offered Jesus by Mary
Magdalene—a gift he said “was not
wasted and will be remembered as a
memorial as long as the gospel is
preached.”

Both WMU President Kay Trisler
and WMU Executive Director Dee
Gilliland spoke to the uncertainty of
WMU’s future role in the denomina-
tion in their reports. And KBC Execu-

WMU SCENES At eft, Jody Baker and

tive Secretary-treasurer Bill Marshall
sounded a similar note in a letter.
Catherine Allen, president of the
women’s department of the Baptist
World Alliance, placed women in the

global context of 25 million Baptist

sisters. She painted a broad picture of
govemmental soc1olog1cal and reli-
gious oppression faced
by many Baptist wom-
en around the world.

Citing examples of
risks they take for the
gospel, she admon-
ished Kentucky wom-
en to learn from those
women to “grow in
grace in spite of the
risks” brought on by
sociological and religious trends
prevalent in the United States.

Remember that Christian
women “do well in repressive
societies,” she said. “No govern-
ment can make a law that can
keep women from praying.”

Praying women kept alive
the churches in the former Sovi-
et Union, and praying women
“prayed the government down,”
she declared.

Allen asserted that powerful
sociological and religious forc-
es are trying to make American wom-
en weak, but the Bible and the history
of women around the world offer
hope. In Christ, grace abounds to
make weak women strong, she said.
“God has chosen weak women to
shame those who have power.”

Allen concluded her message with
a rousing call based on Romans 8:31
to continue to grow in grace in spite
of those trends.

“Who can bring a charge against
us?” she asked. “Who shall separate
us—from each other or from our mis-
sionaries? Shall any created thing?

No, we are conquerors,” Allen said to

a standing ovation.

Wendell Belew, a retired home
missionary and former mountain mis-
sions director in Kentucky, continued
the call to grow in grace as he led Bi-
ble studies in each session.

The human mind cannot begin to
comprehend God’s grace, Belew said.
Q See Women called ..., page 3
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.,Explammg the
 bombing to klds

By Adelle Banks
1 Rellg/on News Serwce

. WASHINGTON (RNS)—
- j'How do you explain an enor-
__mous tragedy like the Oklahom
_ City bombing to children?
t adults who themse]vcs
are shock over the media im-
_ ages of recent days, dealing with
a child’s innocent but pointed

uestions—* Why did this hap-

a relief fund to help bombing
_ survivors or plant a tree in their

_ back yard in memory of those

~ who died. Tangible expressions
_ of faith also may be helpful, from -
:,l:! See Ta/k/ng to k/ds page 7

Kentucky pastors share hopes, dreams & frustrations

By Marv Knox
Editor

GEORGETOWN—Ever wonder
what goes on inside your pastor’s
head?

Two panel discussions provided
insight into pastors’ hopes, dreams,
fulfillments and frustrations during
the Georgetown College Pastors’
Conference last month.

The discussions were designed to
allow participants to share their feel-
ings about the highs and lows, as well
as the challenges, pastors face, said
conference organizer Kenneth Cha-
fin, a retired pastor and seminary pro-
fessor from Louisville.

The pastors’ observations also
provided a window through which

laypeople can v1ew their world, he
added.

Panelists pondered several ques-
tions about pastoral life. The topics
and their answers included:

B What is the
most fulfilling
aspect of the
pastorate?

I “Recogni-
tion that ministry
is God’s idea.
It’s not some-
thing we choose,
but God calls us.
That involvement in God’s plan pro-
vides satisfaction during fulfilling
moments and comfort during hard

" times of ministry.”

§ “The thing that is most reward-

ing to me is that I can be a human be-
ing with my people. They want to
hear the gospel, and they also want to
hear how I'm doing with the gospel.

“When pas-
tors talk about
our high and low
points, people
identify with us.
Then, when we
minister to them,
we’ve already
provided a con-
text in which that
relationship is real.”

B “I like the Baptist ideal that I've
had the opportunity to ‘tell it like it is’
from the pulpit. A pastor is account-

_ able to God for what you say in a con-

text of fellowship.”

I “I most enjoy seeing what the
gospel does in the lives of people.
That’s not always an ‘Aha!’ experi-
ence, but it’s a slow, sure recognition.
... That’s when I enjoy seeing the gos-
pel catch on.”

1 “I like to think about what I will
do that will last after me. That’s a joy
in the ministry—that you can do some
things that have the smell of eternity
about them.”

1 “I find a great deal of satisfaction
standing in the baptistry. In what oth-
er profession can you be invited to
participate in the most significant
moments of people’s lives—births,
baptisms, marriages, the loss or gain
of jobs, divorces, children moving
0O See Kentucky pastors ..., page 8
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“The seminary
needs leadership
which not only
believes in
inerrancy, but also
stands for it and
administers by it.”
Mark Coppenger

Jackson backs out; seminary
. LOUISVLLE (ABP)—Evangelist Richard =
Jackson says he backed out of an agreement fo
_ teach a short-term course at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary to protest actions by
seminary President Al Mohter.
Recent decisions to

students who took action against su
~ Baptist decisions have stirred within me a
_personal conviction that simply will not allo
_tofill the July 17-21 teaching position,” Jac
_ wrote in an April 24 letter to David Docket
president for academic administration at the

seminary.

‘ 0 »‘termlnateific’u&yﬁ -
_members who will not adhere to a specified
creed followed by the public re

~_ But seminary 0’: lcaais'i‘sayfi‘fé,fkso
_ officially invited to teach at the school. Jackso
_ was confacted about teaching W
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Coppenger nominated to lead Midwestern Seminary

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Mark
Coppenger, the Southern Baptist
Convention’s top public relations of-
ficer, has been nominated as president
of Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Trustees of the school in Kansas
City, Mo., will meet in a called ses-
sion June 1-2 to interview and vote on
the nominee, trustee Chairman Lewis
Adkison announced. If elected, Cop-
penger will take office Aug. 1, 1995.

Coppenger, 42, is currently vice
president for convention relations
with the SBC Executive Committee.
If elected, he would become Mid-
western’s third president, succeeding
Milton Ferguson, who has held the
post since 1973.

Ferguson, 66, announced to trust-
ees last April his plans to retire at the
end of July 1996. Upon hearing of
Coppenger’s nomination, Ferguson
told the board he is “fully committed
to serving the two years to my retire-
ment date” but repeated his offer to
step down sooner “if in the judgment
of trustees it is in the best interest” of
the seminary.

Trustees approved a retirement
benefit of $50,000 to be disbursed at
Ferguson’s discretion “in honor and
appreciation” of his leadership. The
package will become available when
the new president takes office and
must be appropriated by Aug. 1,

' 1996. In addition to the gift, Fergu-

son will continue to receive salary and

benefits through July 1996, Adkison
said.

Adkison told reporters Coppenger
was the only person interviewed for
the post. The committee received 24
resumes and recommendations, nar-
rowed a short list to six and then again
to four finalists, and then chose to
consider only one candidate at a time,
he said.

Coppenger was “very clearly” the
No. 1 candidate of the search group,
Adkison said. He described the com-
mittee’s recommendation as “unani-

‘mous and enthusiastic.”

Adkison said Coppenger possess-
es several characteristics sought by
the search committee and reinforced
in listening sessions with faculty, staff
and students.

Among qualities Coppenger
would bring to the post are academic
credentials, Midwest connections,
pastoral experience, evangelistic fo-
cus, “vision and leadership” and the
fact he-is “a known conservative,”
Adkison said.

Coppenger earned a doctorate at
Vanderbilt University and taught phi-
losophy at Wheaton College six years
before entering Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1981. He
received the master of divinity degree
from the seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, in 1983 and then served five
years as pastor of First Baptist Church
in El Dorado, Ark.

In 1988 he became executive di-

rector-treasurer of the State Conven-
tion of Baptists in Indiana, serving
there until joining the newly created
SBC Executive Committee position
in 1991.

Coppenger was a trustee of South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
1987-88 and became the center of a
controversy over Southern Semi-
nary’s Boyce Bible School program
in Indiana in 1990. Then seminary
Provost Willis Bennett shut down the
Boyce program in Indiana after Cop-
penger wrote an article in the Indiana
Baptist critical of the seminary and its
personnel.

Coppenger specifically criticized
Bennett and then seminary President
Roy Honeycutt, as well as the general
direction of the school.

At the time, Bennett charged that
Coppenger “will never be satisfied
with Southern Seminary until deci-
sions are made his way and interpre-
tations of Scripture are in agreement
with his own views.”

Coppenger faced other difficulties
in Indiana, including having to ad-
dress a financial crisis that was large-
ly created before his arrival as execu-
tive director. Nevertheless, he bore
the brunt of criticism while making
personnel cutbacks and budget reduc-
tions due to the crisis.

In his role with the SBC Executive
Committee, Coppenger has become
the chief apologist for the SBC’s new
conservative leadership. He has used

SBC Life magazine as a platform for
telling what he has called “the other
side of the story,” often touting ad-

* vances under the conservative leader-

ship.

Adkison said the search commit-
tee purposely set out to find a candi-
date who affirms the inerrancy of the
Bible. “I think we all feel, both our
search committee and board of trust-
ees, this is a direction of our conven-
tion,” he said. “It’s just very impor-
tant we have one who believes the
Bible without any reservation and is
an inerrantist.”

In a document Coppenger wrote
for Midwestern’s trustees, he de-
clared: “The seminary needs leader-
ship which not only believes in iner-
rancy, but also stands for it and ad-
ministers by it.”

In addition to inerrancy, Adkison
said Coppenger will emphasize mis-
sions and evangelism. “We are very
excited and enthusiastic about Mid-
western Seminary becoming a mis-
sion seminary with a lot of focus and
emphasis on the Midwest and Upper
Midwest,” he said.

Asked if he anticipates confronta-
tions between the new president and
faculty, similar to those at other SBC
seminaries which hired new presi-
dents with an agenda of moving the
schools to the right, Adkison respond-
ed, “I don’t expect it to be a problem.”

Compiled from Associated Baptist
Press, Baptist Press and staff reports

Brotherhood & Stewardship trustees question restructuring

The proposed restructuring of
Southern Baptist Convention agen-
cies has drawn new criticism from
trustees of two commissions that
would be heavily impacted by the
changes.

Trustees of the Brotherhood Com-
mission unanimously adopted a
“statement of concern” about the re-
structuring, concluding: “We do not
embrace or support the recommenda-
tion in its current form.”

Trustees of the Stewardship Com-
mission adopted a statement that stops
just short of directly opposing the re-
structuring. And the trustee chairman
expressed his conviction that dissolv-
ing the Stewardship Commission “is
not in the best interest of the Southern

LOUFE

primand of adu
St such anti

ed, the

Baptist Convention.”

Under the restructuring proposal,
the ‘Stewardship Commission would
be eliminated. The Brotherhood

+ Commission would be merged into a

new entity along with the Home Mis-
sion Board and Radio & Television
Commission.

The restructuring proposal is to be
considered by messengers to this
year’s SBC annual meeting in Atlan-
ta June 20-22.

Brotherhood Commission trustees
instructed Brotherhood Commission
President James Williams to “grace-
fully decline” to appear on a promo-
tional video about the plan.

The video, being produced by the
SBC Executive Committee, is sched-

says he wasn’t asked

se on “Evangelistic Preaching” at Boyce

Bible School, a division of Southern Seminary,
but never was offered a contract, Dockery said.
 Dockery said Jackson was not invitedto
teach “in part” because he refused to signthe

_ Abstract of Principles, the seminary’s founding
- document. Jackson refused to signthe
_document out of a personal conviction against
signing doctrinal creeds. =
_ Jackson called the seminary .
ridiculous. If he wasn't invited to teach, Jackson
n why
The [as

3]

sresponse

as he asked to sign the

uled to be shown to SBC messengers
in Atlanta.

Primary concerns expressed by
Brotherhood Commission trustees in-
clude:

I The proposed structure of the
new North American Mission
Board’s trustee board.

0 Breaking apart the Brotherhood
Commission’s current work in both
men’s ministries and missions educa-
tion.

I Potentially losing valuable
Brotherhood Commission staff mem-
bers and the “entrepreneurial and pro-
gressive approach” they offer.

Meanwhile, trustees of the Stew-
ardship Commission discussed the
reorganization proposal at length dur-

ing their spring meeting. Trustee Ken-
neth Hull made—and subsequently
withdrew—a motion that trustees go
on record as opposing reassignment
of the commission’s duties and re-
questing that the Stewardship Com-
mission remain intact.

Instead, trustees approved a mo-
tion by trustee Charles Sullivan that a
four-member committee be appoint-
ed to draft an official response to the

~ Program and Structure Study Com-

mittee report.

The statement stresses the impor-
tance of stewardship development for
Southern Baptists in contemporary
American society.

Based on Associated Baptist Press
and Baptist Press reports

: =<
Jeff said he welcomed Sylvia as a new member of the board
and looked forward to her input from a female’s perspective.
Jerry then nominated Sylvia for board secretary and Doug
seconded the motion.




KENTUCKY

Kentuckians voice concern over SBC restructuring

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

BOWLING GREEN—Three
Kentucky Baptist Convention leaders
have expressed concerns about the
proposed restructuring of the South-
ern Baptist Convention and its impact
on Woman’s Missionary Union.

The restructuring proposal, creat-
ed by a special study committee com-
posed of seven men, virtually ignores
WMU and assigns some of WMU’s
traditional roles to other agencies. The
committee has defended their action,
saying their intent was to honor the
request of WMU to remain an auxil-
iary to the SBC. Only agencies under
the direct control of the SBC can have
ministry assignments from the SBC,
they explained.

During the April 21-22 annual
meeting of Kentucky WMU, con-
cerns about WMU’s position in the
restructuring were expressed by KBC
Executive Secretary-treasurer Bill-
Marshall, Kentucky WMU President
Kay Trisler and Kentucky WMU Ex-
ecutive Director Dee Gilliland.

Marshall’s remarks were written
in a letter of greeting which was read

at the WMU annual meeting. Mar-
shall expressed regret for what the
“unnecessary and ill-advised propos-

. al related to WMU” and the “anguish

to WMU leadership which has result-
ed from the proposal.”

While acknowledging he has no
authority to speak for all Kentucky
Baptists, Marshall wrote that his 12
years as KBC executive secretary and
19 years with the Foreign Mission
Board “assures me that WMU is held
in high regard by the vast majority of
Kentucky Baptists and Southern Bap-
tists.”

“q, for one, will do all that I can to
support and affirm your continued,
vital role in our mission together,” he
wrote.

Trisler told women attending the
annual meeting this is not the first
time “those in authority in the SBC
have seemed to want to exclude
wMU.”

“In every instance,” she said, “we
have said we will continue to do mis-
sions, for that is our task. We do not
fear what others will do to us; we will
follow the leadership of the Lord.
That mandate for WMU for over 100
years has been to support the mission

cause by praying, giving, studying,
encouraging, supporting and going.
It’s biblical and that is what we will
do.”

Trisler said she is at peace about
WMU’s decision to continue on its
task. “We do not need to fight. As we
are faithful and continue to do the best
that we know how, the Lord will be
with us,” she assured-the women.

While acknowledging that some

of the downsizing called for in the re-
structuring will be good, Gilliland
hastened to say that she fears that
“baptistically the diminishing of some
of the structure appears to.centralize
authority and power, removing it fur-
ther from the people.”

“As a Baptist, a believer in a peo-
ple-led, non-hierarchical organiza-
tion, set up by the churches to assist
the churches in performing their God-
given role, I have a problem with cen-
tralized, authoritarian control,” she
said.

Gilliland asked two questions:

B If the role of WMU has been de-
fined in the past, why can’t it be de-
fined now?

B What is the purpose behind as-
signing traditional WMU tasks to oth-

Women called to grow in grace amid change

Continued from page 1
He posed several questions related to
the topic:

§ What is grace? It is God’s unde-
served kindness showered on human-
kind, yet it is unfathomable and unde-
finable, he said. To study grace is a
“continuous journey to understand
the depth of God’s love.”

I To whom is grace given? “Grace
is available to all who trust Christ. It
is not God’s will that any should per-
ish.”

On this point, Belew specifically
addressed a resurgence of Calvinist
theology among Southern Baptists.
The Calvinist doctrine of limited
atonement—which he described as
“only those on God’s list” will be
saved—was as heretical in the 16th
century as it is today, he said, chal-
lenging the women to “continue your
wonderful stand today that grace is
for all.”

§ Why was grace given? “Because
we were so very lost,” he said.

§ How does one grow in grace?
Each time a person is professes faith
in Christ and “we see the sparkle in
the eye, we grow a bit,” he said. “Each
time we minister to those in need, we

grow a bit.”

WMU historically has called the
denomination to remember what
Jesus came to do and to remember
what is needed most is to be like

“Jesus, Belew said.

“Social work was what Jesus said
was most important,” Belew said. He
asserted that the “greatest judgment
Jesus expressed in all of the Bible” is
recorded in Matthew 25, Jesus’ state-
ment of condemnation for those who
refused to clothe the naked, feed the
hungry and care for the sick and im-
prisoned.

“It doesn’t matter that the presi-
dent of a seminary says social work is
incompatible with theology,” Belew
said in reference to the current con-
troversy over the Carver School of
Church Social Work at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. “You
know what the Bible says. You will
not forget.”

The future of the Carver School
has been called into question, in part
due to seminary President Al
Mohler’s assertion that the culture of
social work is not always compatible
with Christian theology. The Carver
School is an outgrowth of a training

school for women started by WMU
members at the turn of the century.

Also during the Bowling Green
meeting, Kentucky WMU members:

# Heard a report from Vera Kadea-
va, president of the women’s depart-
ment of the Union of Evangelical
Christians-Baptists in Russia.

0 Learned of the upcoming retire-
ment of Dee Gilliland as executive
director of Kentucky WMU effective
May 15, 1996.

I Re-elected as offlcers Kay
Trisler of Harrodsburg, president;
Sara Billups of Ashland, vice presi-
dent; and Joyce Thompson of Mor-
ganfield as recording secretary.

0 Approved a financial and servic-
es agreement to guide relationships
between WMU and the KBC. If ap-
proved by the KBC Executive Board,
the agreement will take effect Sept. 1.

B Heard thank-yous from mission-
aries and a missionary kid for Christ-
mas gifts sent annually to Kentucky-
born foreign missionaries and their
families. Participants in this year’s
annual meeting donated $3,842 to be
used for those gifts next Christmas.

I Received training in upcoming
WMU organizational changes.

WMU’s Gilliland announces retirement plans

BOWLING GREEN—Dee Gilli-
land has announced plans to retire
May 15, 1996, as executive director-
treasurer of Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union.

Gilliland, who has led the mis-
sionary group since September 1984,
made the announcement at the annu-
al meeting of Kentucky WMU April
21-22.

Gilliland came to Kentucky from
the national WMU offices in Bir-
mingham, where she pioneered a
new position in marketing. Prior to
that, she was WMU director for the
Northern Plains Baptist Convention.

Friends describe Gilliland as a vi-
sionary who is able to see the poten-
tial in people and in organizations.
During her tenure with Kentucky
WMU, she has helped develop
strong associational leaders, begin a
WMU Heritage Fund and secure ar-
ticles of incorporation.

“I have felt very much at home in
Kentucky,” Gilliland said. “Ken-
tucky women are a very special
breed. They are strong, committed
and faithful.”

Both inside and outside Ken-
tucky, Gilliland is known for her dra-
matic monologues and her writing.

She has written one book, “Selected
Women of Scriptures of Stamina and
Courage.”

In retirement, Gilliland hopes to
spend more time writing, leading
conferences and performing dramat-
ic monologues, she said.

Gilliland and her husband, Ray,
are the parents of two sons and the
grandparents of four.

“Kentucky WMU is deeply in-
debted to Dee for her charming, gra-
cious, perceptive leadership during
the past 11 years,” said WMU board
member June Rice. “She will leave
mighty big shoes to fill.”

er agencies?

Gilliland offered a rebuttal to the
explanation that WMU was not in-
cluded in the restructuring report be-
cause WMU elects its own board and
thus is not accountable to the denom-
ination.

“Have we not always behaved in a
most accountable and responsible
manner?” she asked. “Have we not
always led in the support of mis-
sions?”

Gilliland acknowledged that the
presidents of both the foreign and the
home mission boards have said they
would expect to continue their rela-
tionships with WMU.. But she ques-
tioned the words “expect to.”

“When you talk with attorneys,
they will tell you that expectations
don’t mean that much. It is what is
written in the report (that matters),”
she said. “I believe it is the written
report that determines the action of
the trustees of the agencies.”

In response to the report, she sug-
gested the women pray, seek the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit to determine
their own opinions, inform others and
go to the SBC annual meeting and
vote.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

Famil members kllled The bombing of the Oklahoma .
ederal building took a heavy toll on the family of Trent

issions director at Campbellsville College. Three .

Argo’s worked in the building and two others
the building at the time of the blast. Two of those
‘were away from the building at the time of the
e escaped unharmed after the blast. But two of

he xth Georgetown College student to receive a Fulbright
ant in the last seven years. Cooksey, of Louisville, will
end the next academic year in Korea, where he will teach
high school students. Georgetown College has
ed more Fulbnght scholars in the Iast seven years

| Thursday, May 4 has be‘en‘
da Natlonal Day of Prayer Vanous events are

dentified Bill Kaufman as interim pastor of Valley Station
Baptist Church in Valley Station. Kaufman is pastor
e entus of that church.f Don Zuberer is the church’s
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Derby witness

When is a mini-marathon more
than a race? When is a parade more
than a parade? When is a balloon race
more than something to Ohhhh and
Ahhhh about? The answer to all of

_these questions is when you add the

words “Derby Festival” in front of the
event.

I admit it is very
easy to get caught
up in the atmo-
sphere of pageantry
that accompanies the Kentucky Der-
by. But do not forget the bottom line
of the events. Everything that happens
is designed to showcase the largest
one-day gambling opportunity in
Louisville each year.

Let me suggest that, just maybe,
the cause of Christ could be better
served if Christians would examine
more closely the motives that direct
the activities of the Derby Festival.
Instead of joining the crowd, why not
find a way to witness to the crowd?

Claude Witt, executive director
Temperance League of Kentucky
Louisville

Look at WMU

Thanks for providing information
concerning the proposed reconstruc-
tion of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. I agree that these matters be di-
vided at the convention so each can
receive its deserved attention. Perhaps
some of them are wise.

One of the recommendations, con-

cerning the Woman’s Missionary
Union, certainly should be opposed
by messengers attending the conven-
tion. The missionary awareness and
zeal for missions in most of our
churches are the results of the mission
education programs sponsored by
WMU. Many missionaries have testi-
fied that they became concerned
about missions through being in-
volved in one of our youth organiza-
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tions.

The skill with which WMU pro-
motes our special missions offerings
is responsible for the tremendous in-
crease.

It is sad that the Southern Baptist
Executive Committee is recommend-
ing a new women’s organization be
organized in competition with WMU.

It’s time the
committee take a
look at the com-
plete program and
work of WMU and
its accomplishments over the years,
and help demonstrate a spirit of ser-
vanthood in missions around and all
over the world.

Anna Turley
Louisville

God’s value

Recent recommendations to
streamline the Southern Baptist Con-
vention boast efficiency, but that is
not God’s only value. Love and faith
are not necessarily efficient.

The concentration of control in-
creases power, which in turn tempts
and destroys mortals. The present dis-
persion of control and responsibility
among SBC agencies may encourage
freedom and involvement to God’s
glory.

Russell Bennett
Louisville

A higger fight

One expects to see dishonest de-
scriptions of the Republican “Con-
tract with America” when reading the
liberal New York Times or listening
to Jesse Jackson or Eleanor Holmes
Norton.

To find it on the pages of the West-
emn Recorder is mind-boggling. But
there it is, in black and white, in Marv
Knox’s editorial (WR, April 11).
“Their meager meals will go to fund
the appetizers of the corporations’ and

the wealthiest Americans’ feast of tax
breaks. ...”

This is followed by the usual
charge of lack of compassion and the
non-sequitur that welfare is necessary
because “Jesus commanded his fol-
lowers to feed the hungry.”

There are no pleasant words to de-

scribe my feelings on seeing Christian
compassion denigrated by using it to
oppose welfare cuts.

To accept Mr. Knox’s character-
ization of compassion requires sup-
porting a system which helps destroy
the families of those depending on it,

contributes to illegitimacy, crime,

moral pathology, and discourages
marriage, personal responsibility and
work.

If Mr. Knox searches for the true
Christian ideal of compassion, he will
find biblical evidence that the se-
quence of caring for one’s physical
needs is the responsibility of the indi-
vidual, the individual’s family, the
church and the government.

The exact opposite sequence is
advocated by liberal propagandists
and the Western Recorder editor. This
fact illustrates that those of us who
strive for a return to public policy
based on common Christian principle

are in for a bigger fight than we imag- -

ined!
Ricky L. Cox
Campbellsville

Be careful

After reading your editorial on the
Senate’s consideration of the “Con-
tract with America,” (WR, April 11),
I find myself questioning if you fully
understand what you are writing.

As the editor of our state’s Baptist
newspaper, you probably are being
“looked up to” by many.

Therefore, do you not think it be--
hooves you to be very careful with the
truth?

Annie Ashby
Hopkinsville

Don’t let the tube get you

It seems to be a reality that the
American public is reading less and
spending more time in front of the
“tube,” either with television or vid-
€0S.

With VCRs so affordable for con-
sumers, it is tempting to spend two or
more hours, a couple of
nights a week, “zonked
out” in an easy chair
watching whatever is
one’s preference.

Having indulged in
some of this myself, I rec-
ognized that it was eating
into time that for me could
and should be spent more
constructively. It was also
cutting into that precious
commodity known as

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

positive and durable impact as some
of the good books I have read recent-
ly. When I read, I feel I am growing;
when I am watching the tube, I am
usually relaxing.

All of which is to let the reader
know I have received from my friend
and colleague, Mark
Short, executive director
of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention, his latest
reading list for Christians.

I am listing a sample of
the 60 he reviews, and of-
fer, again, to send the read-
er a copy of the list upon
request:

B “The Finishing
Touch,” by Charles R.
Swindoll, Word. It is un-

“discretionary time.”

I still enjoy a good, quality video,
a wild-life program, “Masterpiece
Theatre,” selected public television
programs and, of course, UK basket-
ball. But I have become aware that
television could exercise control over
one’s life; that it can become as ad-
dictive as a drug.

Perhaps that is one reason I have
begun reading more. I can’t recall any
TV program or video having had as
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usual for me to recom-
mend two devotional books in the
Top 60, but both are exceptional. The
author helps us to become “God’s
masterpiece.” Pastors, there is a
wealth of illustrative material here.

I “Exploding the Doomsday Mon-
ey Myths,” by Sherman Smith, Tho-
mas Nelson Publishers. The past two
years we have had an overabundance
of doomsayers’ books sold in Ameri-
ca. Sherman Smith says many of

these myths are constructed on a
shaky ground. From a Christian per-
spective, he writes with hope and as-
surance concerning the future of
America. The author is a Baptist pas-
tor and stockbroker. His chapter on
debt is worth the price of the book.

1 “Beyond the Gold Watch,” by
Deborah V. Gross, Westminster/John
Knox Press. Despite its secular per-
spective, this is the best retirement
book I’ve read. The author, a psychi-
atrist, has detailed nearly all of the as-
pects of aging in a clear, concise for-
mat. If you are in your 50s or 60s, you
need this book.

I “Taking Your Campus for
Christ,” by Barry St. Clair and Keith
Naylor, Victor Books. Every youth

director should read this book for as-

sistance in programming and teach-
ing. I hope it is soon found in church
libraries. There is a challenge here for
Christian youth to radically love their
friends.

§ “Innovations in Ministry,” by
Lyle Schaller, Abingdon. I eagerly
await each of Schaller’s new books.
He has written 40. This is one of his
best! I would especially urge young
pastors to read this book.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

- oldest-old—generally,

FAMILY FORUM:
A G I N G

Role of aldest-old |

By‘John Lepper

As we get older we may be .

gin to wonder about our useful-
_ness in life, Because we liveina
. production-oriented society, our
. sense of self worth can be tied to
- what we accomplish. As we get

older, our productivity may di-
minish, and therefore our sense
of usefulness may also decline.
What are the oldest-old to do?
You may value productivity but

- now be unable to be productive.

Instead of thinking about your

. worth in terms of productivity,

think of your value in terms of
the role you play, specifically,
the role you play in your family.
- Studies have been done of the
those
people who are 85 or older and

- part of the oldest generation in
their families. It was found that
_ therole these elderly playin thelr
. ‘famxhes is very important.

‘The term “kin-keeper” has

-been used by researchers to talk
‘about a family ‘member who
. takes the lead in helping the fam-
~ ily develop and maintain close
. ties. The kin-keeper is the person -
~who spreads the news, arranges

for get-togethers and promotes

_unity and harmony among kin.
. Theroleof the kin-keeper ex- -
- tends across generational lines.
~and influences the second, third
- and even the fourth generation.

~ Various things can threaten -

_positive family relationships be-
 tween the generations. These

may include such things as dis-

tance, the death of a family mem-
~ber, the large number of extend-
- ed family ‘members and family
. disputes. Nevertheless, kin-keep- -
_ers do things to keep the family
_ together, attempting to weave
. new fabric from shreds of old e
. lationships. - .

The role of km~keepers is a:

highly respected position in fam-
_ ilies. They provide a link with the -

past, thus providing the vital role -
_of memory. They also provide

models of how the next genera-

. tions can carry on famlly tradh .
_ tions, - .

~ Who are the kin- keepers m‘

. your family? Maybe you need to. -
- identify and express appreciation

to them. Has death or failing
~ health caused your family to
_ have no kin-keeper at this time?-

1If so, maybe you need to consid-
. er taking on this role.

John Lepper is director of the

-‘ Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Jfam- :’
_ ily ministry department -

B Send your questlons about -

. 'chlldren, teens, marriage, singles

or aging to “Family Forum,”

. Western Recorder, Box 43969,
, ’Louisville, Ky. 40253, -



EDITORIALS

Participate in the National Day of Prayer May 4

The word “prayer” has cropped up a lot more than usual lately. As

with other monstrous calamities, the Oklahoma City bombihg turned

Americans to their knees. Evangelist Billy Graham and President Bill
Clinton led the nation in a prayer-filled and prayerful service of mourn-
ing. Civic leaders, politicians and news anchors have reminded us to
pray for all the victims.

Unfortunately, human nature tends to pull the majority of people away
from prayer. As a nation or group, we don’t tend to think about prayer—
much less pray—until the unspeakable happens. The same thing hap-
pens with individuals. How often have we felt the need to get “caught
up” on our prayer lives only after tragedy strikes?

As much as Oklahoma City needs our prayers, it is only one facet of
overwhelming prayer need in our land today. Our government leaders
face complex problems of gargantuan proportions, and they need prayer
for compassion to identify with the problems, wisdom to see solutions
and courage to do what is right. Families need our prayer, to help keep
marriages together and raise children under challenging circumstances.

Young, old, sick and poor need prayer for strength and comfort. Heal-
ers—from doctors and nurses to social workers and parole officers—
need prayer for strength and insight. Business and civic leaders need
prayer, that they will seek the common good, not just the bottom line or
the special interest. Churches need prayer, that each would be the body
of Christ in its community. And unbelievers need prayer, that they would
accept Christ’s love.

Americans will draw together to pray this Thursday, May 4, for the
44th consecutive National Day of Prayer.

Kentuckians will have at least two opportunities to participate in Day
of Prayer events: A “bridge walk” across the Second Street Bridge in
Louisville, from noon to 1 p.m.; and a prayer vigil on the steps of the
state capitol in Frankfort at 8:30 p.m. Local events will be held in com-
munities statewide.

The National Day of Prayer is needed and timely. But let us not forget
to pray for our nation every day of the year.

Marv Knox

Stop fueling flames

Your editorial about Southern
Seminary (WR, April 25) was unac-
ceptable! Isn’t it time we work togeth-
er and stop fueling the flames that di-
vide us as Baptists?

I would like to
say two things about
your editorial:

§ The doctrine
of the priesthood of the believer cen-
ters around the local church and the
individual’s right to faith, not to a po-
sition in the workplace. Neither the
seminary nor our colleges qualify as
a church. They are educational exten-
sions and supports to church ministry,
but not churches.

§ To say our seminary is no longer
Baptist is ridiculous! I have watched
closely the transition with Dr.
Mohler’s leadership as he has walked
with trustees to bring about change to
what the majority of Baptists feel is
right.

I believe you to be fair-minded. I
hope you will lay down the sword and
turn it into plowshares and editorial-
ize on that which would encourage
and build our Kentucky Baptist fami-
ly. May I say very humbly, if that is
impossible, then maybe it should be
your name taken off the Western Re-
corder instead of the name “Baptist”
taken off our beloved seminary.

';,;."wxde world of :“Sp(‘)I‘."tS ha t
. That’i's ’lif’e for par
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In this edition, you dedicated five
pages to rhetoric. I am sure in your
view they just reveal facts, but they
only add fuel to the fire in our denom-
ination. Come on, walk in the center
of the road again. Let us be fair, and
most of all keep the
focus on winning a
lost world to Jesus.

Rodney Burnette
Louisville

Pick up the pieces

Thanks to Editor Marv Knox for
speaking the truth about the tragedy
at Southern Seminary (WR, April 25).
The school slogan needs to be
changed to “For such a mess as this.”

Seminary events have demonstrat-
ed the fruits of fundamentalism:

I Thought-control as the academic
strategy.

0 Intimidation as the atmosphere of
learning.

I Repudiation as the attitude to-
ward women.

B Authoritarianism as the style of
administration.

Perhaps most disheartening is the
hard-line manner in which the admin-
istration and trustees have responded
in the Carver School situation. They
have employed a confrontational style
using the philosophy, “I win; you
lose.” As hundreds of ministerial stu-

dents move into our churches with
this idea of pastoral leadership, it will
yield a harvest of anger, frustration
and division in our churches, just as it
is doing at the seminary.

Editor Knox asked, “Who will
lead for such a time as this?” Who
better to step forward than the presi-
dents of our four colleges? Let them
take the lead. Let other pastors add
their voices to the call for something
new. Surely, our lay leadership, those
who have glimpsed the kind of minis-
terial leader to be shaped at the semi-
nary, need to let their voices be heard.
And Bill Marshall is most in position
to bring together representatives of
these constituencies.

God help us work together to pick
up the pieces of this mess and make
of it something good and glorious for
our Lord Jesus Christ and his church-
es.

Dwight A. Moody
Owensboro

Voice of freedom

What has happened to the voice of
freedom in Baptist life?

We once were the voice of dissent
when the state or established religion
stifled the voice of freedom. Now, af-
ter more than 300 years, we are see-
ing the establishment stifle the voice
of dissent. This has been obvious in

the action of the Southern Baptist
Convention leadership to mute the
voice of dissent raised by the Baptist
Alliance, Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship and now Woman’s Missionary
Union.

The recent decision of Southern
Seminary trustees to require that
teachers could not publicly disagree
with the president is to move from an
inerrant Bible to an inerrant president.
His addition to the articles of faith of
the political-social agenda of the reli-
gious right brings an even greater
alarm to our denomination. Not only
are we limiting spiritual freedom by
requiring that no teacher can believe
God can lead a woman to be a pastor,
but also academic freedom by limit-
ing what a person can teach even
though the ambiguity of the Bible on
that issue leaves much freedom of in-
terpretation. Tragically, we have now
moved to be a voice for a political-
social agenda in hiring policies.

In the past, I have been proud of
my alma mater, but these actions to
stifle dissent and disagreement em-
phasizing presidential infallibility and
promoting a political-social policy
cause me to be disappointed and real-
ly become embarrassed with it carry-
ing a cherished name of “Baptist” for
whom freedom came at a high cost.

John Dunaway
Henderson

Kentuckians will
conduct two major
National Day of
Prayer events May
4: A “bridge walk”
on the Second
Street Bridge in
Louisville, from
noon to 1 p.m.,
and a prayer vigil
on the steps of the
state capitol in
Frankfort at 8:30
p.m. Other events
will be held in
communities
statewide.




Ray of hope

| attended the recent
candlelight vigil at
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.
There were several
things | noticed, some
more so than others.
There were some
trustees, four that |
noticed, and they chose
to stay off to themselves.
There were many
speakers, two hours’
worth, and many willing
listeners. Unfortunately,
there wasn’t one speaker
who was willing to take
the lead for the listeners,
a possible reason for the
trustees’ presence. So it
was no small thing when
the wind kept blowing
the candles out. It was
highly symbolic.

And then there was Jeff
Street at Liberty!
Members of that
congregation sang
inspiring songs that
were greatly appreciated.
Their pastor preached
mightily, which was
expected. But who and
what Jeff Street at
Liberty is wasn't used for
the people who came
looking for hope. They

called a woman to be |

their pastor, knowing
that they would be
kicked out of their
building of worship for
doing so. They picked
the cross and carried i
and are now worthy.
Nothing stood in their
way to compromise that
for which they believed.
Not degree work, not
their futures and not
their employment.
The folks at Jeff Street at
Liberty are a ray of hope
for their example. We
should be so bold!
Pete Sinclair
Louisville

_ OPINION

Support Mohler

It is certainly regretful that much
negative publicity has evolved from
Dr. Al Mohler’s handling of Diana
Garland’s dismissal. Dr. Mohler
needs our support and our prayers.

The chairman of the board, Rich-
ard White, answered several ques-
tions in an open letter concerning the
controversy between Dr. Mohler and
Dr. Garland. Until you know the
facts, you should not jump to judg-
mental conclusions. I hope Marv
Knox gets the message—*look, lis-
ten, before you lip!”” In my estimation,
our editor has man-
aged to stir up this
hornet’s nest.

Dr. Mohler has
strong biblical convictions that anchor
him to the perfect word of God. As a
Kentucky pastor, I am thankful for a
president of our seminary who has the
conviction and guts to do the right
thing. His decisions will not always
be popular, nor will they be accept-
able by some, but I want Kentucky
Baptists to know that this pastor
stands with Dr. Mohler.

In Dr. Mohler’s position, tough
decisions must be made. He needs our
support, not our criticism. The faculty
members of the Carver School should
be ashamed of themselves for oppos-
ing Dr. Mohler and for making this a
p}!lbh'c issue.

/ As I view what’s happening at
$outhern Seminary, I see a.man of

od, Dr. Mohler, leading the semi-
nary in a way that represents “grass
roots” Southern Baptists. Our South-
| ern Baptist Convention has already
spoken—now the implementation is
taking place.

Let’s support Dr. Mohler.

Terry L. Williams
Corbin

Defining moment

President Al Mohler was tragical-
ly right. The recent trustee meeting
was “a defining moment” in South-
ern Seminary history.

cated biblical scholarship. The trust-
ees and Dr. Mohler know full well the
Scriptures they quote to argue wom-

matched by others which show wom-
en preaching, teaching and evangeliz-
ing.
It was a defining moment for the
loss of academic freedom. New fac-
ulty will not be allowed even to think
that God might call women to be pas-
tors, much less say so.

It was a defining moment in the

the Southern Baptist Convention. Just
as the majority of Baptists of the
South supported slavery in 1845, now
in the name of majority rule the Scrip-
tures are abused again. Our daughters
are forbidden to prophesy.

It is a defining moment for glaring
incompetence. Once the best academ-
ic institution Southern Baptists pos-
sessed, Southern will be lucky to es-
cape probation by its accrediting
agencies. Indeed it should not escape.
There will be a school there, but the
seminary we love is dead.

Finally, this was a defining mo-
ment for the witness of Baptists.
Many Baptists will applaud Dr.
Mohler and the trustees. The majority
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It was a defining moment for trun-

en may not serve as pastors are

battle for fundamentalist control of

of us were wrong about slavery too.
But all is not tragedy. Many Bap-
tist churches affirm women as full
partners in the gospel. Ultimately Al
Mohler will not define us. The gospel

of Jesus Christ will.

Ronald D. Sisk
Louisville

A bold stand

I have observed, with much cha-
grin, the current discussion over
Southern Seminary President Al
Mohler and his stance on women in
the ministry. Thank you, Mr. Mohler,
for taking a stand in
a day when most
people, including
some Christians,
politicians and even most mainline
denominations are content to debate
and compromise sound doctrine.

To the liberal constituencies in the
Southern Baptist Convention: What
debate is next? Homosexuality?
Abortion? The deity of Christ? The
infallibility of Scripture?

I shudder to think what the South-
ern Baptist denomination would be
were it not for men like Mr. Mohler,
who will stand for sound doctrine and
let the storm of protest begin from the
left. That is exactly why I am South-
ern Baptist and proud of it.

If the stand that Dr. Mohler has
taken infers that Southern Seminary
is no longer Baptist (WR, April 25),
then I too, and millions of Christians
like me, am no longer Baptist.

The current state of our nation
shouts loudly of what 30 years of bib-
lical compromise has done. I will pray
for Mr. Mohler, for we need more
men who will stand for Christ and not
slide to the left.

Rodger Howard
Pineville

Add it up

~ When does 2+2=3? When one is
unconcerned whether or not the fig-
ures add up correctly.

Recently, I have had a difficult
time adding up what is occurring at
Southern Seminary.

The Carver School of Church So-
cial Work is in jeopardy of losing its
accreditation. In a 37-2 vote, the sem-
inary faculty affirmed the Carver
School and its recently fired dean.
The seminary’s enrollment and in-
come is on the decline. Students are
staging an ongoing protest outside of
the seminary president’s door. Some
of the conservative evangelical pro-
fessors are so concerned with Presi-
dent Al Mohler’s “ultra-conservative
theology and combative administra-
tive style” that they are demanding a
meeting with seminary trustees. Staff
cuts are expected at the seminary as
early as this summer, including the
position of seminary pastor.

Of all the positions being eliminat-
ed, why that of the seminary pastor?
Is that position also incongruent with
the current theological education at
our beloved Louisville school?

All of these occurrences are the
result of leadership decisions based
on “the views of ‘mainstream’ South-

ern Baptists who have supported con-

servative reforms.” Really? Can fi-
nancial and enrollment concerns, plus
potential accreditation problems, plus
student distrust, plus faculty distress

equal the type of seminary Southern
Baptists want in preparing men and
women to share the love of our Lord
and Savior?

Add it up for yourself. You tell me.

Toby Tyler
Campbellsville

Accountability

Dr. Al Mohler told Southern Sem-
inary students: “You cannot hold us
accountable. That is not your role”
(WR, April 11).

This statement represents the prob-
lem within the seminary.

It is inconceivable that this concept
has been adopted. In life, accountabil-
ity is not only present, but desirable.
In purchasing a car, we hold the man-
ufacturer accountable. In purchasing
clothing, we hold the manufacturer
accountable. In purchasing a home,
we hold the builder accountable.
Christians believe that sin is that for
which they will be held accountable.

But in purchasing an education
within the seminary, students are told,
in terms that are couched in control
modes, that they cannot hold admin-
istrators and trustees accountable.

When students pay hard-earned
money for an educational experience
that is stunted, biased and inferior,
they do not have the right to demand
accountability from those who are di-
minishing their opportunity to learn.

Alas, today’s students at Southern
Seminary can turn to no one for help.
This school is destined and is running
toward mediocrity. The attitude that
embraces no accountability is preva-
lent on campus and is that which
forms the daily administrative intent
to force-feed students.

Perhaps, one day, the forced pabu-

lum of discontent will find the avenue -

of reverse-parastalysis and account-

ability will once again be seen in the

erasure of current personnel by those

who were told they had no right of
expectation.

Edward Clark

Danville

Ironic incongruity

It’s ironic the president of South-
ern Seminary cannot reconcile Chris-
tiansocial work with more “tradition-
al” forms of ministry.

The secular political allies of the
fundamentalists have begun to
achieve their aim of getting govern-
ment out of the “people-helping”
business, contending that churches
and private charities are better
equipped to provide such aid to our
needy brothers and sisters. Now we
have a person responsible for leading
an institution which trains people
called by God to minister not only to
the spiritually poor, but also the emo-
tional and materially poor, and his as-
sessment is such efforts are incongru-
ent for Southern Baptist churches.

The accounts of Jesus’ earthly
ministry in the gospels more closely
resemble the activities of missionar-
ies and social workers than they do
mega-church staff members and sem-
inary administrators, especially those
who attempt to wield authority like a
club rather than lead through service.

" We need to seek God’s guidance for

the future of our denomination as an
instrument of ministry; we need to
seek his forgiveness for permitting the

present leadership to be where they
are due to our inattention, our com-
placency and our apathy; and we need
to earnestly and urgently ask where he
would have us as individuals and con-
gregations serve.

Ed Canada

Middletown

Culture congruency

Jesus never sidestepped an open
and spirited debate of his doctrine. He
never raised the possibility of disci-
plinary action against those who
would criticize his leadership or fail
to relate constructively to his agenda.

Jesus never faulted anyone for not
following the proper institutional
channels. He never made policy deci-
sions behind closed doors. He never
claimed to be accountable to anyone
but God. He never appealed to the
will of the majority in support of his
most controversial words and deeds.

Jesus never valued theological
precision over the needs of real-live
hurting people.

Jesus never decried peaceful pro-
test as a travesty of spirit-and truth.

Jesus never did any of these things.
The principalities and powers that
now rule invisibly at Southern Semi-
nary want you to believe that all of
these measures are necessary if the
institution is to-remain faithful to
Jesus. What does this mean for the
future of Southern Seminary and the
Southern Baptist Convention? I don’t
know.

The only thing I know is that the
culture of the Kingdom of God is not
congruent with the culture of power
politics.

Darrell J. Pursiful
Louisville

Gamaliel test

I was saddened by an open letter
in which reference was made to “sig-
nificant issues within the life of the
church, such as openness to homosex-
uals as church leaders or the possibil-
ity of women serving as senior pas-
tors” (WR, April 18). This statement
is unfair and mean-spirited; the one
has nothing to do with the other.

In an earlier paragraph, it is alleged
that less than 1/10 of 1 percent of the
Southern Baptist churches have wom-
en serving as pastors. Well, before the
Emancipation Proclamation, proba-
bly less than 1 percent of slaves had
been voluntarily freed. Should Presi-
dent Lincoln then have been deterred
from freeing the other 99 percent?
And before 1920, much less than 1/
10 of 1 percent of women were vot-
ing! -

Why are some Southern Baptist
Convention leaders so extremely bi-
ased against ordaining women? Is
there a specific scriptural basis for the
exclusion which also requires them to
tithe in support of the church? I see
nothing about possession of a womb
which disqualifies a child of God
from ordination to ministry.

Finally, why not try the Gamaliel
test. He wisely counseled his own
Sanhedrin, that which is not of God
will fail and that which is of God will
prevail, admonishing his fellow mem-
bers not to fall into a trap of frustrat-
ing divine will (Acts 5:34-40).

Smith H. Gibson
Edgewood



Paramilitary groups carry religious perspective

By Ira Rifkin & Gustav Spohn
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Ameri-
ca’s right-wing paramilitary groups
speak a language thick with urgency.
Their message: They must act now to
counter an evil federal government
out to crush Americans’ constitution-
al rights.

Much of the language is pohtlcal
But guiding many of the groups is an
apocalyptic religious perspective
grounded in the New Testament book
of Revelation and its vision of a final,
violent confrontation between the
forces of good and evil, between God
and Satan.

The coming millennium only adds
to the volatility of this reading of
Scripture, leading some experts on
right-wing extremism to warn that the
recent bombing of a federal building
in Oklahoma City may be a harbinger
of more violence to come.

“We’re in for a rough ride,” said
Stjepan Mestrovic, a sociologist at
Texas A & M University and author
of a forthcoming book on apocalyptic
religious movements. “When the mil-
lennium passes, things will get better
again. But I think we’re in for a lot
more of this extremism.”

James Wood, a professor of
church-state studies at Baylor Univer-
sity, agreed. The university is in
Waco, Texas, site of the 1993 Branch
Davidian shootout that has become a
rallying cry for paramilitary groups.

“It’s easy to see that this could be
the beginning of a pattern,” he said.
“Certainly, to a committed terrorist,
(the Oklahoma City bombing) is an
encouragement.”

Those familiar with paramilitary
extremists say not all are religiously
motivated. But they note the frequen-
cy with which Christian terminology
and symbols are mixed with the
groups’ political identities.

Nor are all Christians who take se-
riously the book of Revelation ex-
tremists, they add.

But for many right-wing militarists
seething with hatred toward the fed-
eral government, the book of Revela-
tion foretells a battle between true
Christians—as many of the militarists
see themselves—and Washington,
D.C., viewed as the devil’s city and
the manifestation of the biblical Ba-
bylon.

Viewing themselves as Christian
patriots, many militarists see the na-
tion’s capital as controlled by satanic
agents intent on establishing a one-
world government that will destroy
Christian faith and the white race, said
John Helgeland, a religion professor
at North Dakota State University.

They believe that “anyone who
works for any government agency is
a demon or a dupe of a demon,”
which allows them to rationalize the
taking of lives, Helgeland said.

Events such as the raid on the
Branch Davidian compound, in
which sect leader David Koresh—
who also preached an apocalyptic vi-
sion—and some 80 followers died,
are taken as evidence of the federal
government’s perceived hostile inten-
tions.

Apocalyptic theology is hardly
new. It extends back to Jewish sourc-
es during ancient Israel’s exile in the
enemy stronghold of Babylon 2,500
years ago.

During the Cold War, noted Flinn,
Moscow was the modern Babylon
and communism was the earthly man-
ifestation of Satan.

In Hal Lindsey’s 1970 religion
best-seller “The Late Great Planet
Earth,” the Soviet Union and its Arab
allies were depicted as Satan’s agents
resisting the restoration of Israel, a
requisite for the establishment of
God’s kingdom on earth.

Today many paramilitarists see the

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE: Hammond A-100
concert organ (like the B-3 Ham-
mond). Perfect for churches, excellent
condition, $800. Call (502) 423-1184

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in-
clude live-in and hourly care, person-
- al care, meals, housekeeping, com-
panionship. Free in-home assess-
ment; insured and bonded. Call 24
hours, (502) 499-7777.

SEEKING: Music teacher/band
director. For more information, con-
tact Dr. W.F. “Bud” Underwood,
Oneida Baptist Institute, (606) 847-
4111, ext. 202.

SEEKING: Broadway Baptist
Church of Lexington is seeking to
hire a church organist. Responsibili-
ties will include services Sunday
morning and evening only. Please call
Joel Allen for details: work (606)
276-2592; home (606) 858-8042.

WANTED: Full-time daycare di-
rector needed at First Baptist Church,
Madisonville, Ky. New 60-child

Christian ministry to open August, .

1995. Duties include administration
of the daycare and management of
personnel, ploicies, procedures and
facility. Master’s and/or bachelor’s
degree in early childhood education/

development, or other qualifications
set forth by state of Kentucky for a
directory to operate a Type I facility
required. Salary commensurate with
experience, and benefits which in-

‘clude health/dental insurance. Please

send resumé with references and sal-
ary history by May 12, 1995, to Day-
care, P.O. Box 607, Madisonville,

- KY 42431.

LESSONS: Piano and organ les-
sons for children and adults, begin-
ners or advanced. Reasonable rates;
call Ramona (502) 363-0873.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music for exciting, fast-growing, mid-

sized church. Resumé or call should .

be addressed to: FBC, P.O. Box 339,
Belfry, KY 41514; (606) 353-4645.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

federal government as Satan’s agent,
and apocalyptic beliefs carry with
them an urgency previously un-
known.

“For the first time, the death of the
culture is scientifically possible,
thanks to the nuclear age,” said
Charles Strozier, co-director of the
Center on Violence and Human Sur-
vival at the City University of New
York.

“Before the nuclear age, it took an
act of imagination to image the ulti-
mate end. Only mystics, artists and
psychotics could do that. Today you
need to deaden a part of yourself not
to consider the end of the world. For
some people, that’s just further impe-
tus to act,” he said. “In that context,
taking out the U.S. government is an
apocalyptic act.”

To most of the nation, those re-
sponsible for the Oklahoma City
bombing are a lunatic fringe.

However, Strozier and others wam
against dismissing them in such sim-
plistic terms without considering that
they may have deeply held religious
motivations.

“They are profoundly alienated,

and their zealousness is extra-nor- .

mal,” said Bruce Hoffman, director of
the Center for the Study of Terrorism
and Political Violence at Scotland’s
St. Andrews University. “But not all
terrorists are insane, and only a mi-
nority of the militia group members
are willing to blow up buildings with
babies inside. But sometimes rational
people reach conclusions that for the
rest of us are irrational.”

Religious beliefs by their very na--

ture often tend to defy rational expla-
nation, Hoffman said, and that makes
religious-inspired terrorism all the
more difficult to comprehend.

“For the terrorist believer—Chris-
tian, Muslim or otherwise—it’s a sac-
ramental act, almost transcendental.
It’s nearly incomprehensible to the
non-fanatic.”

Dean Kelley, a religious liberties
consultant to the National Council of
Churches, said the government’s fail-
ure to consider adequately the Branch
Davidians’ apocalyptic beliefs virtu-
ally guaranteed a bloody ending to
their confrontation with federal
agents, four of whom also died in the
final assault.

For Kelley, the way to head off
further violence by paramilitarists is
for mainstream religious groups to
encourage the federal government to
“communicate” with them.

“I’'m not suggesting that it’s easy,”
Kelley said. “We’ve gone so far down
the other road that it may be pretty
hard to go back to “go.” But going fur-
ther down the same road is not going
to lead to anything but open warfare.”

But for Carl Rasche, such talk
sidesteps a deeper religious issue:
whether “certain religious beliefs
might be toxic and pernicious.”

Rasche, a University of Denver
professor whose 1991 book “Painted
Black” predicted increasing acts of
cult terrorism, blamed “religious lib-
erals” for failing to condemn fringe
religious beliefs that contain violent
elements.

“We believe that truth is relative
and anybody can believe whatever
they want,” he said. “Then we’re hor-

rified when somebody’s truth tends to
become so militant and subjective that
they bomb a federal building and kill
innocent children.

“We are facing something rather
momentous here. We are seeing vio-
lence erupt in this country because of
religious beliefs and values that really
are out of control. In our rage to re-
spect religious diversity we’ve creat-
ed a monster.”

lan Fogel, a psychotogy professor at the Umverslty of
. Utah in Salt Lake City, said commenting on how unusual the
_event is may not provide enough comfort for a child. .
~ "l think a better strategy would be just (to) recognize the
child’s fear,” said Fogel, an expert on parent-child relation-
ships. Like Annunziata, he suggested practical ways for chil-
- dren to express their grief, such as writing a letter to parents
of victims or even to President Clinton.
The president, concerned about how the nation’s children -
_are reactmg to the crisis, already has reached out to the‘g
. young. '
Wy message to the children is that this was an evil thlng- .
‘;_‘and the people who did it were terribly, horribly wrong,”, Clin-
tor s__and in a televised address from the South Lawn of the

n the issue of love forallpeo-
me prejudiced to certain groups of
ideamel Rlernenschnelder executive director of;_.,_;.f‘

department of the Free Methodast]_,
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Kentucky pastors share hopes, dreams

Continued from page 1
away and death?”

I “I’'m most grateful for the lay-
persons who impacted my life with
spiritual depth and discernment.”

B “I always enjoy seeing people
pull together for a common goal.
And I never tire of watching laypeo-
ple contribute to
worship. 5
Sometimes what
I contribute
(through a ser-
mon) pales in
comparison to
what they al-
ready have -
done.”

I “When I go to a home where
there’s been a death, nobody comes
vying for my job. And yet I revel in
sharing with people in the extremi-
ties of life.”

I “T’m grateful for the privilege of
seeing changed lives. ... The best let-
ter I’ve ever received thanked me for
presenting that person with the gos-

B What would you like to take
out of your job description?

I “The expectation of total in-
volvement in all aspects of church
life and the expectation that the pas-
tor can do all things equally well—
preach, teach, counsel, administer
and so forth. Sometimes I feel like a
plate-spinner in
a circus.”

N1 resent
church expecta-
tions about my
family—how
they should
dress and how
they should par-
ticipate in
church. Nobody asks my wife out for
coffee, but they expect me to be ev-
erywhere but home.”

B “If a pastor wants to get people
upset, say, ‘If I don’t take care of
myself, I can’t take care of you.” I'm
willing to spend 20 percent of my

_ time ‘paying the rent’ and 80 percent

doing what I feel is needful in our

church.”

1 “Some people seem to relate to
me only as a role and not as a person.
I’m a human being with feelings and
needs::..

“Some people have told me in so
many words, ‘I have vowed never to
be a friend to my pastor > and they -
have kept their vow.’

B What are the issues that need
to be on your church’s agenda?

I “Our congregation needs to do
things in stages. As it’s been said,
“You can’t hurry the chick out of the
egg.’ But we need to do a better job
of ministering in our community,
consider how to grow in our current
location and take seriously what it
means to live in an urban communi-
ty.”

I “We’ve got to help church peo-
ple slow down life enough to enjoy
their relationship with God. We’ve
got to help them find a place of re-
treat, where they can wait for the
Lord.”

Also reported by Kathy Palen, a
freelance writer from Georgetown.
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GUESS WHO IS COMING TO
OWENSBORO JULY 28-29, 1995!

Send the name of the person in!
is correct, you will receive a
.compllmentary copy of Partners
(as long as they last)!

Discipleship Training Department
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P. O. Box 43433
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Available in 20’ to 33’ Models
(12- to 37-passenger)

Church Buses
New & Used

(We take trade-ins)
Call Henry Headden
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
1(800) 370-6180
1(615)371-6180

A few days ago we received a
letter from an attorney containing a
check for $5,000. The money was
a gift from the estate of a gentleman
who cared deeply about our chil-
dren and who had made plans to
continue helping them even after
his own death.

This kinds of gift is always spe-
cial because it shows a depth of car-
ing that is totally unself-
ish. Individuals who
give in this way send
their love to those who
will never be able to
thank them in a world of
which they are no long-
er a part.

This kind of gift also
speaks volumes about
individual stewardship.
Out of love and appreci-
ation for what God has
done, this gentleman
took time to plan how
the overflow of God’s blessing
would be used after he had gone on
to be with the Lord.

The gift annuity is another type
of planned gift that a number of

_ other special friends have chosen to
be their way of helping children.

We take these gifts and invest
them with other gifts. The donor
then receives a guaranteed rate of
return for the rest of his or her life.
Upon the donor’s death the portion
remaining in the annuity passes di-
rectly to our work.

Giving for the long term

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

Special trusts can also be
planned to help children.

One gentleman who is helping
in this way has no children and had
decided along with his wife before
her death that all they had left in life
would go to help children. He lives
out of the trust at this time, but upon
his death the income from the trust
will automatically come to KBHC.
The principal will re-
main intact and produce
money to support our
children far into the fu-
ture.

God gives to each of
us resources for our
lives. There are many
ways of passing those
resources to children.

For some individuals
with large estates a gift
to KBHC may actually
increase the resources
they can pass to their
own children.

For couples and individuals
with no children, planned gifts are
a way to help children across the.
generations.

If you have questions or want to
advise us of an arrangement, call 1-
800-456-1386 and ask for my of-
fice or for the Development De-
partment.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.
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‘Grace isn’t popular but essential, pastors advised

By Marv Knox
Editor

GEORGETOWN—Only God’s
grace can enable pastors to see their
jobs as springboards for ministry rath-
er than dead-end traps, a Kentucky
Baptist told ministers at the George-
town College Pastors’ Conference
last month.

Although grace isn’t a popular top-
ic for sermons, it’s what makes the
biggest positive impact on people’s
lives, added Bob Long, pastor of Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louis-
ville.

“The Work of the Pastor” was the
theme for the conference, sponsored
by Georgetown College in George-
town April 17-19. Almost 90 minis-
ters, primarily from Kentucky but
also from as far away as Texas and
New York, participated in the confer-
ence, said Kenneth Chafin, Long’s
predecessor at Walnut Street and or-
- ganizer of the meeting.

Historically, most Baptists have
seen ministry as a one-way calling,
Long noted: “Once you’re in, you’re
in. You don’t get out unless you’re in
a pine box, or you do something stu-
pid and you’re forced out.”

But churches and pastors need to
consider-whether God’s call to some
ministries is temporary and transition-
al rather than permanent and for life,
he said. “Could God call some as min-
isters for a season and then release
them to something else?” he asked.

That concept follows the patterns
of many baby-boom workers, who
change careers regularly, Long said,
noting trends of the largest generation
in American history impact ministers
just as they impact laypeople.

“A lot of boomers are looking at
ministry and asking: ‘Is this a trap? Is
there a way out?’” he reported.

That attitude is not merely a mid-

life crisis issue, he said. Rather, it re-
flects a transitional perspective on
life, as well as the sheer difficulty of
ministry, he added.

Pastors today face the pressure of
church members judging their ser-
mons against the nation’s best-known
preachers, who appear on television
every week; the challenge of compet-
ing for time and attention of busy
members; and the intensity of a “‘con-
sumerist culture.”

“I don’t know
any way you can
avoid feeling
trapped unless
you make a cou-
ple of structural
changes,” Long
advised.

First, he urged
pastors to adopt the attitude of Christ.
“Live life looking out instead of look-
ing in,” he said.

Second, he exhorted pastors to de-
pend upon God’s grace. “When we
sift through all the stuff in our lives,
what’s left is grace—when God be-
comes sovereign and we become
free,” he stressed.

“I’m tired of all the phrases we use
to avoid talking about grace, like,
‘God hates the sin but loves the sin-
ner.” I avoid grace because I struggle
with grace; it projects me down paths
I’d rather not walk.

“But no other institution or mes-
senger will talk about grace,” he add-
ed, promising fulfillment for pastors
who deal honestly with God’s grace.
“It’s a springboard to freedom. ...
Preachers who give in to grace will
be able to take their churches where
no one has gone before.”

True grace was modeled by an un-
likely source, the “good Samaritan,”
reported Kevin Cosby, pastor of St.
Stephen Baptist Church in Louisville.

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samar-

itan characterizes some major philos-
ophies of life and illustrates principles
Christians can use when they come
together in community, Cosby said.

In the parable, a Jewish traveler is
beaten and robbed by thieves, ignored
by religious travelers and finally
helped by a Samaritan, from an eth-
nic group normally at odds with Jews.

The philosophy of the thieves is
“what’s yours is mine, and I’'m going
to take it,” Cos-
by stressed. It’s
the philosophy
of gangs, crime
syndicates, high-
way swindlers
and stereotypical
used-car dealers,
crooked preach-
ers, welfare
cheats and some attorneys and ac-
countants.

The philosophy of the religious
passersby is “what’s mine is mine,
and I’m going to keep it,” he added.
It’s seen in people who think charity
begins at home and who adopt the
prevalent mood of the country, which
ignores the poor and the homeless and
opposes foreign interests.

The philosophy of the Samaritan
is “what’s mine is a trust given by
God, and I’'m going to share it,” he
said. “He was only concerned that the
person was a member of the human
family.”

The Samaritan is a model for to-
day’s Christians, Cosby urged. The
Samaritan felt the pain of the other
person, one of life’s victims; took cre-
ative risks; and took on unlimited in-
volvement to help a person in need.

Living like that Samaritan is not
easy, Cosby noted. He cited over-
whelming need, with broken families,
addicts, people in grief and prisoners.
He also warned, “There is no assur-
ance you won’t get hurt.” =

Still, “That’s what it means to be a
Christian,” he insisted.

The vulnerability of the Samaritan
is not unlike the pastor who is willing
to be a prophet, added James Hyde,
professor of ethics and pastoral care
at the University of Louisville medi-
cal school.

“To be prophetic is to run the risk
of encountering danger,” Hyde said.
He defined prophets as “ordinary peo-
ple ministering in extraordinary
times” who are willing to serve others
and speak out on behalf of the poor
and disadvantaged.

Prophetic ministry requires three
things, claimed Hyde, who was a pas-
tor for 14 years.

“Know God,” he began. “To be ‘in
Christ’ is to know God. That knowl-
edge comes through experience, and
it gives us a vision of God that forms
us and fuels us with a passion to be
servants.”

Second, a prophetic minister must

. know himself or herself, he added.

Characteristics of a healthy minis-
ter include recognizing and accepting
personal strengths and limitations, he
said. They also include healthy self-
esteem, tolerance, a “reliable commu-
nity of faith,” “the awareness of the
holy,” appreciation for reconciliation,
and respect for others.

Third, such a minister knows
“whose you are,” Hyde said. That in-
volves understanding the “sacred sto-
ries” of the minister as well as the
people of the congregation.

Finally, a prophetic minister un-
derstands the people and the times, he
concluded.

“The prophet reaches down and
touches people. We reach down and
touch people who are outcasts. ... Let
us go and sit where people sit and
dwell where they dwell.”

With additional reporting by Kathy
Palen, a freelance writer in Georgetown

Pastors can practice what they preach, ‘Sherman says

By Marv Knox
Editor

‘GEORGETOWN—Pastors must
practice what they preach if they’re
going to have credibility, Cecil Sher-
man told participants in the George-
town College Pastors’ Conference.

Sherman, a longtime pastor who
now heads the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, addressed the conference
theme, “The Work of the Pastor.”

*“Character and integrity have to be
lifetime patterns” for ministers, Sher-
man stressed. He acknowledged his
listeners could think of “glaring, pub-
lic embarrassments to the ministry”
but stressed those failures aren’t what
hinder most pastors’ ministries.

Good pastors can be tripped up by
mundane shortcomings, he reported.
So, he urged ministers to focus on the
basics of credible ministry. That in-
cludes organizing personal and
church work, keeping ambition in
check, “playing fair” with people, re-
sisting the temptation to seek money
and trying hard to make their marriag-
es work.

“Can this be done?” he asked.
“Yes. Many, many good people have
lived by these rules and are living by

these rules. They make for trust, con-
fidence, credibility. And that lets the
pastor do his work.”

He offered nine other guidelines
for effective ministry. They were:

I “Being a serious pastor and be-
ing a serious husband/father make for
tension and guilt,” he said. “This
comes with the job.”

Pastors ought to imagine they are
taking two courses in college—
church and family, he suggested.
Rather than spend all their time on
one and fail the other, they should
seek balance.

“T’ve tried to make a B in church
and a B in home/family,” he admit-
ted. “I know some people who’ve
made an A in church and nearly failed
family. There is great sadness in this
approach.”

I “The work of the pastor is done
in a political arena,” he warned. “If
you do anything, it will create oppo-
sition.”

Consequently, pastors must learn
to live with opposition, but they must
try to be kind and face only one hard
issue at a time, he said.

I “If you stay in a church, you will
get discouraged,” Sherman said.

To beat depression, he urged min-

isters to realize discouraging times
will pass away and to seek a support
group. Pastors also can benefit by
staying in good physical condition,
developing an optimistic outlook, let-
ting their members “pastor” them and,
if all else fails, getting help.

1l “Until people trust you, they will
not let you lead or pastor them,” he
advised, “so plan to stay.”

Pastors often do not stay with the
same people long enough for their
congregations to trust them, he report-
ed, urging: “Plan to stay awhile. ...
Give them reason to trust you, and
good things will happen.”

B “Pastoral care is the laboratory
for helpful preaching,” he said.
“Know your people, then search the
Scripture to equip them for life.”

He told how, when he changed
churches, he needed a year before he
could understand the needs of his new
congregation enough to preach for
them. “A pastor preaches to and for
and out of his people,” he said.-

I “Vision is what people want
from a pastor,” he added. “Give them
a vision; then give them a plan to at-
tain that vision.”

A major task of the pastor is to
help members see drearmns for their

church and then help them figure out
how to attain those dreams, he said.

§ “A staff will ‘do their own thing’;
if there is a larger purpose at your
church, you must give it,” he noted.

That means the pastor must set the
direction and the tone for overall staff
accomplishment, he said. “You set a
direction for the institution; the sever-
al parts are fitted into a whole. Then
you’ve done your job, and the church
will be healthy for it.”

I “Two tasks cannot be delegat-
ed—raising money and enlisting peo-
ple,” he conceded.

Sherman particularly advocated
that pastors set the example for finan-
cial giving and soul-winning in
churches.

0 “Turning a declining church into
a growing church is hard work, but it
can be done,” he promised.

Strong church growth involves
getting people to join the church, not
cultivating a following around the
personality of the pastor, he said.

“This means they are fitted into the
small groups,” he added. “Their lives
get entangled into the lives of the con-
gregation. These people have the
chance to become churchmen. Al-
ways that is my goal.”
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“Pm tired of all the
phrases we use to
avoid talking about
grace, like, ‘God
hates the sin but
loves the sinner.’ |
avoid grace
because | struggle
with grace; it
projects me down
paths I’d rather not

walk.”

Bob Long, pastor of
Walnut Street Baptist
Church in Louisville

“Pve tried to make
a B in church and a
B in home/family. |
know some people
who’ve made an A
inchurchand
nearly failed

family. There is

great sadness in

this approach.”
Cecil Sherman
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

and children.

B WADDY—Hempridge Church
called Barry Beauchamp of Chief-
land, Fla., as pastor. He is a student at

Southern Seminary.

B WARSAW—Bramlette Church
called Phillip Rowan of Shepherds-
ville as pastor April 16.

Pray for these specific | ll BRODHEAD—Vestal Meece re-
needs related to | signed as pastor of Ottawa Church
Kentucky Baptist | Feb. 26. He will live in Somerset.

Convention partnerships
with Baptists in Russia
and Utah/Idaho.

Bl Members of Calvary
Baptist Church in
Glasgow and team leader
Ronnie Raines as they
lead evangelism and
discipleship teams
around Moscow.

A Kentucky
construction team led by
Coy Webb of Monticello
who will work in Sosnovi
Bor this month.

M Alan Chamness and
Frank Kuriger as they
teach in the Russian
pastors’ school this
month.

B U.S. missionaries in
Russia who are applying
for Visa extensions.

M Revival and vacation

B CRESTWOOD—Scott Hamric
resigned as pastor of Centerfield
Church.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Immanuel
Church called Linn Bearden as min-
ister of music. He began his new min-
istry April 23. ‘

Valley Creek Church will cele-
brate homecoming and dedication of
its new worship center May 7, begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

B FRANKLIN—Don Phillips cele-
brated 22 years as music minister at
First Church.

B LEXINGTON—Revelation
Church called George Bryant as pas-
tor.

Richard Landon resigned as pas-

tor of Trinity Church April 23. He
plans to stay in Lexington and begin a
private practice of counseling and
spiritual guidance.

B LOUISVILLE—The Carver
School Alumni and Friends Associa-
tion will hold a meeting for all alumni
of the Carver School of Church So-
cial Work May 8 at 7 p.m. at High-

- land Church.

| SHELBYVILLE—Mount Pleas-
ant Church called Lindsey Inman as
pastor. He previously was pastor at
Cove Hill Church in Carrollton.

B SOMERSET—Camp  Ground
Church called Terry Harbison as
summer youth minister. He is a stu-
dent at Cumberland College.

B TAYLORSVILLE—Little Mount
Church licensed Associate Pastor
Scott Lester for ministry with youth

SPECIAL BIBLE Joanne Sizemore (left) and Earl Leach (right) of New Hope Baptist Church
in Winchester present Amanda Woosley with a new Braille prayer book, part of a book set
that will include a Braille Bible. Woosley has been blind since birth and attends Kentucky
School for the Blind in Louisville. On weekends she returns home and attends Sunday
school at New Hope with her parents. Sizemore is her Sunday school teacher, and Leach
is Sunday school superintendent. The new Braille Bible set was donated by the church’s
Sunday school. The church is seeking a Braille-trained worker for the Sunday school
program.

Bible school teams who
will work in Utah/Idaho
this summer.

From Greenshurg to Hopkinsville Committed and caring

This past year school year has been a year of
many “firsts” for me.

When I agreed to serve as the new president of
Oneida, I knew there would be a host of new ex-
periences. I knew many decisions would fall
squarely on my shoulders, while I would have
help in other areas.

God had surrounded me with many who were
willing and able to help. I cannot express how
thankful I am for the support I have received from
the dedicated staff here at Oneida.

One of my new responsibilities was
speaking in the many churches who
invited the Oneida choir and me to
share in their Sunday services. My
years as a Sunday school teacher and
deacon were some help, but I must
confess I was more than a little con-
cerned about standing behind the pul-
pit.

As the day drew near for the choir
and me to be at the first church service
in October, I became more and more
faint-hearted. A special verse to me
during these past months has been Jer-

W.F. Underwood

one-half of the service was going well.

The choir finished. It was then my turn. I do
not remember most of what I said, but I do re-
member being confident because of the support
and performance of the choir.

The choir and I have been to many churches
the past several months. They have patiently
heard me tell the Oneida story many times. We
have traveled from eastern Kentucky to near Pad-
ucah. The first weekend in April brought an end

to this year’s schedule.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

What a weekend it was! We left
here at 12:30 Saturday afternoon. We
were on our way to Fredonia Baptist
church, nearly eight hours away by
bus.

Fredonia was waiting for us with
the youth from their church, a rented
gym, refreshments, games and a pup-
pet show. What a wonderful treat for
our choir!

We spent the night in the homes of
the members of the church.

After the morning service at Fre-
donia, we were off to Kelly Baptist

emiah 33:3, “Call unto me, and I will
answer you, and I will show you great and mighty
things that you do not know.”

The choir and I boarded the bus on Sunday
morning heading for the Greensburg Baptist
Church. I was so thankful for the support of the
choir. Many of those students were veterans of
choir trips in past years. Many had traveled with
Dr. Moore, and then with others who represented
our school last year after the death of Dr. Moore.
I did not want them to know how frightened I was.
As I looked into their confident faces, it was a
great encouragement to me.

As I listened to the choir perform during the
first part of the service, I felt confident that at least

Church in Hopkinsville.

Kelly had moved their evening service to an
earlier time so we could be at Henderson Memo-
rial, in Hopkinsville, for the 7 p.m. service. The
choir did not have time to take their robes off.
They boarded the bus and we made a quick trip
across town to Henderson Memorial.

Kelly and Henderson Memorial were wonder-
ful hosts.

God has showered me with many blessings
these past months, and the choir has been one of
them. Thank you, choir for your dedication and
support!

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“Committed to Christ and Car-
ing for our Community” Pleasant
Memorial Church in Owensboro
fulfills its theme in a dynamic min-
istry led by Pastor Dan Stallard, a
1991 graduate.

Stallard, Donna and their two
children came to Clear Creek after
several years with the Marines. Fol-
lowing graduation from Southern
Seminary, they went to Owensboro
in June 1993. “Every
week gets better,” Stal-
lard acknowledges with
thanksgiving. Sunday
school average atten-
dance has grown from
34 to 75, and the church
baptized six last year.
“That doesn’t sound like
very many, but the year
before there were
none.” .

“The church was es- -
tablished to be a com-
munity church, and with
400 homes at our front door, there
are many people to reach.” Disci-
pleship groups have kindled on-go-
ing revival. “Fresh Encounter” and
“Experiencing God” involve key
leaders. The music ministry has
grown from one accompanist to an
18-voice choir and three accompa-
nists.

I wasn’t surprised to hear evi-
dence of Stallard’s long-time inter-
est in counseling and helping fami-
lies. He is on the local team for
Marriage Savers and family minis-

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

try for the association. Daviess-
McLean recently had a single-
parenting conference and plans a
divorce recovery workshop.

“We’re practicing what James
1:27 teaches,” Stallard said as he
described a widowed person’s en-
couragement group. A senior adult
ministry also involves members
and community in special activi-
ties.

“What about mission
emphasis beyond our
church?” I asked. Stal-
lard responded: “We
doubled our Lottie
Moon offering and just
had our home missions
study. The church gives
10 percent to the Coop-
erative Program and 4
and 1/2 percent to the
association.”

The church’s newest
ministry is to the deaf.
Seven hearing-impaired
are enrolled, and the church spon-
sored a deaf interpreter for the as-
sociational Here’s Hope rally. They
want to send a deaf evangelistic-
team to Russia.

“Experiencing God” teaches us
to find out what God is doing and
join him. Dan Stallard and Pleasant
Memorial are discovering the ex-
citement of that obedience.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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MINISTRY

Pastor Rick Warren describe
_the scene in an E-mail to several
-~ friends on the SBCNet computer
_ bulletin board: “An Alaskar
_ storm came through, dumping
. snow on Saddleback ‘Mounta
and frigid, icy rain on a ve
 leaky tent. The tent sagged under
_the load of hundreds of gallons;
of water caughtin folds.”
Chilly winds blew through
the tent “‘periodically picking up
hundreds of gallons of water and
dousing attenders in different
parts of the tent throughout the
. service,” Warren added. ‘Every-
‘one was freezmg by the end of»
the service.’ .
The storm shorted out the
church’s sound system and
lights; but church members dried
-out amplifiers with hair dryers.
Despite the difficult circum-
stances, 15,000 people attended
Easter services at Saddleback,
- 169 people made professions
. faith in Jesus Christ and 450 fam
 ilies filled out “ﬁrst-tl' visi
caids.
“I’m amazed at the commi

* church,” Warren said. “I cried
with gratitude all afternoon—af-
ter I bullt a fire and thawed out - ‘

Missionaries serve America’s Cup crowd

By Sarah Zimmerman
SBC Home Mission Board

SAN DIEGO (BP)—As interna-
tional yachting crews set their sails for

. the America’s Cup trophy, Tommy

Hendricks and Mari Flores will drop
their anchors on shore.

Hendricks and Flores are semester
missionaries assigned by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board to min-
ister to America’s Cup fans, sailors,
organizers and reporters.

America’s Cup is the “Super Bowl
of sailing,” Hendricks said. After
months of qualifying competitions,
the first of nine races to determine this
year’s winner will be May 6. Each
race attracts thousands of fans, ac-
counting for many of the 1 million
tourists expected to visit San Diego
this year.

Hendricks moved to San Diego
last fall from Oklahoma and began
working as a volunteer in the Ameri-
ca’s Cup headquarters three days a
week. His supervisors there were ini-
tially skeptical of the missionary’s
motives; one woman asked if he had
a quota of souls to reach.

Through a servant’s spirit, Hen-
dricks earned their trust. He runs com-
puter programs, answers phones at
the switchboard and makes frequent
trips to the airport to pick up or drop
off guests.

Flores, from Texas, joined Hen-
dricks in January and was assigned
to the information center. There she
answers phone calls about race re-
sults or how to get on a spectator
boat.

The two semester missionaries are
regularly asked why they are there,
and both take the opportunity to
share Christ. “If you’re willing to
talk, there are witnessing opportuni-
ties,” Flores said.

Beyond the America’s Cup head-
quarters, Hendricks and Flores help
local churches reach their communi-
ties through creative.arts. Several
churches established puppet teams or
clowning ministries under the direc-
tion of a US-2 missionary assigned
to San Diego during the 1992 Amer-
ica’s Cup races.

Church members trained in the

performing arts comprise TEAM
XA, with XA being Greek for Christ
First. The team has performed at
nursing homes, a women’s rescue
mission, public schools and church-
sponsored block parties.

A block party sponsored by Coro-
nado Southern Baptist Church in
March attracted more than 2,500
people, and five people made profes-
sions of faith in Christ. While guests
stood in line for hot dogs and cotton
candy, Hendricks juggled tennis
balls and performed magic tricks.

One trick involved pouring water
from a vase until it seemed empty.
But every time Hendricks tipped the
vase over, more water came out. He
compared it to God’s endless love
and the friendliness at Coronado
Southern Baptist Church.

Meanwhile, Flores, dressed as a
clown, shaped balloons into animal
figures for children. As they watched
her sculpt the balloons, Flores told
children that God loves them and she
asked if they attended church.

Their artistic skills have opened
doors for further opportunities with
America’s Cup. The race managers
asked TEAM XA to perform at a
kick-off event for the races last fall
and to entertain spectators during the
spring competitions. Hendricks will
play the piano during the America’s
Cup ball, a $250-a-plate dinner May
4.

Hendricks said he has been sur-
prised at how his talents have been
used in this ministry. “What they
needed and what I could do fit like a
glove.”

Bus mlmstry planted a seed in him, which he’s passmg on

MOBILE, Ala. (BP)—When the
Pine Forest Baptist Church bus rolled
through the streets of Macon, Ga., lit-
tle Jerry Busbee’s parents put him on
board. They sent him to learn about
Jesus in Sunday school, to learn about
right and wrong. He listened, fidget-
ing in the pew as the preacher talked
about God’s love.

He quit listening when he entered
the sixth grade—quit riding the bus,
quit coming to church. But the seed
was planted.

Years passed. The seed sprouted.
Busbee returned to church to play
basketball with friends, stayed for
Wednesday night fellowship and
heard God’s call.

Now, that call will send Busbee
onto the mission field to sow seeds of
his own. His mission: to develop an
outreach ministry targeting children
between the ages of nine and 12 in
Madagascar as a journeyman for the

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board. r

“The hardest part now is waiting.
could put my textbooks down now
and go,” said Busbee, a graduating
senior majoring in religion and math-
ematics at the University of Mobile.

For the next two years, Busbee
will work with FMB missionary Fred
Sorrells in Antananarivo, the capital
city of Madagascar.

He received his first taste of for-
eign mission work on a University of
Mobile trip to St. Maarten, Nether-
lands, Antilles, and hopes his new as-
signment will help him discover
whether he is called to foreign mis-
sion work as a career.

Busbee has used his talent in chil-
dren’s ministries at First Baptist
Church of North Mobile, Ala., and at
Sage Avenue Baptist in Mobile,
where a bus ministry brought young-
sters to church.

“In a sense, I see myself in those
children,” Busbee said. “Bus minis-
tries are dwindling in churches, large-
ly because of the politics involved.
For example, children don’t give
money to the church, but it costs mon-
ey to run the buses and supply materi-
als.”

In addition, it’s often difficult to
find patient; dedicated volunteers to
monitor a busload of rambunctious
children whose parents are at home
during Sunday morning services, he
admitted. But Busbee believes the
heavenly—and earthly—rewards are
worth the effort.

“When you work with children,
you hear their sweet, to-the-point
prayers and understand that you don’t
have to be sophisticated and use big
words to talk to God. You see their
excitement, their enthusiasm, and you
have a peace that you’re doing what
God wants you to do. You see God

use you to change children’s lives, to
put them on the right track.”

And Busbee believes the church’s
responsibility is clear.

“Jesus says, ‘Do not hinder the lit-
tle children to come unto me.’ If
we’re not telling them about Jesus,
we’re hindering them. We have to
take the initiative and teach them.

“Sometimes these bus ministries
provide the only opportunity for
many children to come to church,” he
said. “That was definitely the case for
me.”

Busbee knows a seed planted dur-
ing a Sunday morning bus ride can
lead to a life dedicated to planting
seeds.

“It’s always in the back of my
mind when I’'m working with chil-
dren,” he said. “I always wonder,
‘Which of these children is God us-
ing me to impact for the rest of his
lite 2
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SMOOTH SAILING Under
appointment of the South-
ern Baptist Home Mission
Board, Mari Flores and
Tommy Hendricks are serv-
ing as semester missionar-
ies in San Diego, Callf.,
where they are developing
ministries related to the
America’s Cup competition.
(BP photo by Sarah Zim-
merman)
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Gary Baker is a junior from Harrods-
burg and is serving as the Sunday
school director and education minis-
ter at Hosman Baptist Church in
Pineville. He and Carla have two
boys, Lee, 12, and Kurt, 4.

Ronnie Washam is supervisor of stu-
dent workers in the campus opera-
tions department. He came to know
Jesus as his Lord and Savior through
the witness of Clear Creek students
and was baptized in Clear Creek. He,

his wife, Vicky, and daughter, Chatty,

are members of Newtown Baptist
Church in Pineville.

Clear Creek has commissioned a five-mem-
ber team to build seven trusses on Vyborg
Baptist Church in Vyborg, Russia. Five stu-
dents will be joined by five volunteers from
Immanuel Church in Danville April 26
through May 10. Eight thousand dollars is
needed for construction of the church’s roof.
Clear Creek and Immanuel will each raise
half. The men will stay at a hostel and will
be fed primarily by the members of the
church with some meals at a local restau-
rant. The volunteer team will be given
speaking opportunities in area churches.

Senior Johnny Skreans will miss
graduation to be on the Russia team.
His future plans include attending
Grace University in Omaha, Neb., to
obtain a degree in flight and aviation
mechanics. He and Dawn have three
boys: Brandon, 11; James, 8; and Mat-
thew, 3.

Clear Creek Baptist

Bible College

300 Clear Creek Road, Pineville, Kentucky 40977

(606) 3373196

ussia With Love
—Bridging the Gap—

 Dan Brinker is 2 junior at Clear

Creek. His wife, Jennifer, and he are
the proud parents of 1-year-old Sarah
Ann. Brinker is on the Christian edu-
cation track at Clear Creek.

Director of Student Affairs Fred
Cummings is a 1987 graduate of
Clear Creek and a 1993 graduate of
Southern Seminary. His wife, Margie,
is director of library services. They
are members of First Baptist Church,
Pineville, and have three children:
Eric, 23; Peter, 21; and Kara, 16.

KENTUCKY / RUSSIA
BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP
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