
.... 

PRACTICAL RESOURCES . FOR CHRISTIAN LI-VING 

May 9, 1995 
Vol. 169, No. 19 

FOR THE RECORD 

Calvinism critiqued 
Molly Marshall, former 

theology professor at 
Southern Baptist' 

Theological Seminary, 
critiqued Calvinism in a 
recent lecture series at 

Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Richmond. 

Seepage 2. 

Child care 
After members of the 

Baptist Student Union at 
Morehead State 

University discovered the 
desperate plight of some 

students with small 
children, they found a . 

way to help. See page 3. 
.;_ 

Editorial 
Churches must minister 

to families under 
pressure. See page 5. 

Summer missions 
Kentucky's student 

summer missionaries 
are featured on 

pagesB & 9. 

ARMS OF COMPASSION Mike McCullough, a volunteer chaplain in the children's intensive care unit at Washoe Medical Center in Reno, 
Nev., prays with Dana Mattson at the bedside of her son, Cody, who was injured in an automobile accident. (BP photo by Jim Veneman) 

Daughter's death inspires father's ministry 
Free speech case 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
heard oral arugments in 

an Ohio case that 
questions whether . 

government can restrict 
religious ~peech on 

public property. 
See page 10. 

No increase 
Subscription rates for 
the Western Recorder 

will not increase this 
year. See page 12. 

By Linda Lawson 
SBC Sunday School Board 

RENO, Nev. (BP)-At 9 a.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 16, 1992, Mike and 
Sarah McCullough- exhausted, 
grieved, but by a miracle of God's 
grace, at peace- sat by a bed in the 
Washoe Medical Center's pediatric 
intensive care unit in Reno, Nev. 
They held their blonde, 9-year-old 
daughter, Maggie, as the last vestiges 
of life slipped from her comatose 
body and her heartbeat slowed and 
then stopped. 

Today in the same children's ICU 
where Maggie died, McCullough 
spends a few hours as a volunteer 
chaplain each Sunday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and at other times as need­
ed. He encourages and comforts par­
ents and family members of sick and 
injured children. He stands with doc­
tors and nurses when they have to tell 
a family there is no hope. He asks 

medical • staff members how he can 
pray for them. 

His is a calming, encouraging min­
istry of presence. 

The journey from father of a dying 
child to chaplain among parents with 
similar agonies has been a road of 
claiming God's promise that it is pos­
sible to walk and not faint, he said. 

Two and a half years after Mag­
gie's death, Mike, Sarah and 9-year­
old Jackson McCullough now some­
times know what it is like to run and 
not grow weary. 

"We're still looking to the day 
when we'll soar again," McCullough, 
director of mission ministries for the 
Nevada Baptist Convention, reflected 
on a sunny April morning, claiming 
the promise of Isaiah 40: 31. Retelling 
Maggie's story had brought tears that 
come less frequently now but still 
symbolize that the pain, while less 
acute, will always be part of their 
lives. 

Maggie's dying began Saturday, 
Oct. 10, when she entered the hospi­
tal with a high fever and a rash. As 
doctors struggled to identify the prob­
lem, she slipped into a coma. As her 
liver and other blood organs shut 
down, a transplant was proposed and 
then eliminated when brain damage 
became evident. 

She had been diagnosed a few 
months earlier with a childhood form 
of epilepsy which doctors expected 
her to outgrow. She was put on a drug 
to control seizures. The drug, com- • 
bined with some unknown virus in 
Maggie's system, caused her death, 
McCullough said. 

The McCulloughs believe they re­
ceived a word from God Monday at 
noon as they sought . refuge in 
Remedee's, a hospital restaurant with 
tablecloths, china lffi.C, food far more 
tasty than the stereotypical hospital 
fare. While eating lunch, they came 
CJ See Daughter's death ... , page 11 

Kentucky ranks 33rd in conditions for kids 
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By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Kentucky ranks 33rd among the 
50 states in conditions for children, 
and the situation is getting worse, ac­
cording to new research by the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation of Baltimore, 
Md. 

Between 1985 and 1992, the well­
being of Kentucky children· deterio­
rated in six areas and improved in 
four, according to the foundation's 
1995 edition of the "Kids Count Data 

~ Book." 
~ This year' s data book highlights 
~ . one major area of concern for special 
_,._ notice: the growing fatherlessness of 
~ America and Kentucky. 
J§ More than 15 percent of Ken-

tucky' s children are living in house­
holds with no adult male present. The 
Casey Foundation links this to anoth­
er statistic: More than 37 percent of 
all Kentucky men ages 25-34 earn 
annual incomes below the poverty 
level for a family of four and there­
fore cannot support a family . 

Although more severe in Ken­
tucky than in many other states, this 
is a trend seen nationwide, according 
to Douglas Nelson, executive direc­
tor of the Casey Foundation. Nation­
ally, 32 percent of men ages 25-34 
earn less than poverty-level wages. 

The foundation's research shows a 
correlation betwen low earnings for 
men and reduced marriage rates. 
Among men in their 30s, those earn­
ing $50,000 a year are nearly twice as 

likely to be married as those earning 
less than $10,000 a year, .the report 
says. 

"One of the major reasons fewer 
fathers are living with their children. 
is the low level of employment and 
earning success experienced by an in­
creasing share of young men," Nel­
son said. 

"Almost no one volunteers for 
roles and duties they cannot fulfill," 
he continued. "And the simple truth 
is that disadvantaged young men who 
do not have the education, skills or 
opportunity to succeed in today's 
economy are not prepared to contrib­
ute as providers, protectors and men­
tors to their children." 

The repercussions of this trend hit 
CJ See Kentucky ranks ... , page 3 

Barna: Revival, 
1 reports really 

more 'renewal,_ 
GLENDALE, Calif.-Ex­

traordinary spiritual move­
ments being reported across the 
nation this spring should be de­
scribed as "renewal" more than 
"revival," according to evan­
gelical researcher George Bar­
na. 

' "If 'revival' is used to de- • 
scribe ~ large-scale spiritual 
change of heart among people 
who were previously not Chris­
tian, statistical data do not yet 
exist which suggest we are in 
the midst of a true revival," said 
Barna, president of Barna·Re­
search Group. 

'"The renewal activities that 
have been reported in a few • 
places around the nation rriay 
be the starting poirit for. what 
may eventually become a na-
. tional spiritual revival," he add­
ed. ''The renewal activities may 
be God's way of preparfog 1 

•• churches for an eventual influx 
Qf irreligious or non-Christiiµi 
peopler • , ':'½\. 

.. "But the dat:a clearly suggest 
.. thatwhile many Americ. • 

·+searclii,ng for tru!h, ·purr ~ '. 
,caus~ .. • to .. be,comnritW:Jrtg ) 

§ple.\'V;ilhrwhoq(: tfie,Y:Cii 
ve m9re signific;'an(rela' 

,ipsi the. <;brlstian chlll\ 
ot'Jet be¢n chos¢ri b 
rnader.base .of adu,lt~ .to. 

those needs,'' Ba:rna sajd. 
.Ed ·, To support his point, 
if5dted results of a recentn 
;s;; ~id,e •· surv~y ·copducte9•· 
;"·compa,w. 'Thatstufly foll 
• • •• • ~.\C!111rc~ attet1dan~ 

iris .Pli;tteaued,at its,J 
,inf in' the last decade 
Iy 42 f,ercenf,ofAIJ1~ 

;\" attenqing'religious servi, . . . 
'.ji[{iipy.weelfond. ·- :12 "'f YD@it%i1\?;f' 
•••• • I Bible· reading :outside ,ofci t¾ 
t, church services hit a riew'lAw.,: ~ 
• , ,this year, with just 31 J?C~siit Y 
of Americans sitying they ¢.id 
tj:te Bible in a typical week: 
·51 Aniricreasingnumbet 
• merican adults; who' 1ttie 

~h~tch service~;<J6 ~ot a~ti~ 
,ften as they did five years iji 
r,:p·urther evidence lha( t, 

hurch ,has not 'expai;ldedii 
outreach through true reviyalis 
found in another-Barna polLof. 
500 senior pastors of ProtesfanL 
churches. That study found: ' , 

I Average adult ~ttendanc~ 1 
••• •• at church services is 92 people, 

a 10 percent decline in thelast, 
two years. , 

I The proportion of church 
budgets devoted to evangelistic 

>activity has remained un.; 
changed since the late 1980s. 
Currently the typical Protestant 
church devotes about 14 per­
cent of its total budget to activ­
ities and salaries related to 
evangelism and missions. 
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Marshall calls Calvinism 'irrelevant' & 'distracting' 
"Calvinism 

presumes to know 
the mind of o,d in 

ways the Bible 
never does. 

Indeed, it elevates 
the five points over 

Scripture, 
truncating its 

larger witness to 
fit the dogma." 

Molly Marshall 

,. -. . ;,;:· 
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RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)-Cal­
vinist theology is "irrelevant, obscu­
rantist _and distracting" to Southern 
Baptists' mission, Molly Marshall 
told students at Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Richmond. 

Marshall, who was ousted last year 
as a theology professor at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary by 
President Al Mohler; critiqued Cal­
vinism in a series of lectures at the • 
Virginia seminary April 25-26. 

Mohler is among a small group of 
Southern Baptists gaining new prom­
inence •in the denomination who es­
pouse what they call "the doctrines of 
grace," a theological system largely 
developed by John Calvin, a Swiss 
theologian who died in 1564. Calvin­
ist theology greatly influenced the 
founders of Southern Seminary and 
the early life of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

However, Calvinists have been at 
odds with other traditions in the 
Christian church at various times 
since the 16th century. Calvinism as­
serts that God has preordained some 
people to salvation and others to dam­
nation and that God's grace is so irre­
sistible that all the elect will be drawn 
to profess faith 41 Christ 

"Why do we want to revive a 17th 
century ruckus that serves no real pur­
pose for our broken world?" Marshall 
asked in her lectures. Those who ad­
vocare-·a· retunrto caivinisnNvould 

Saturday night· 
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revive "a controversy that derails us 
from the most pressing concerns of 
our day," she said. 

The Reformed tradition which 
spawned Calvinism produced "signif­
icant insights" which Baptists would 
want to cling to with fervor, Marshall 
said. These contributions include the 
primacy of grace, Christ and the Bi­
ble, she said. 

But a return to five-point Calvin­
ism "is not the way forward for such 
a time as this," she asserted. 

Marshall suggested the current 
embracing of Calvinism is an attempt 
to recreate a sense of stability in a time 
when theological consensus is elu-
sive. • 

"Proponents of reclaiming Calvin­
ism as our theological framework 
want a cadre of covenants, confes­
sions and catechisms to secure the 
fundamental truths of the gospel," she 
observed. 

"Yet theirs is not the right solution, 
for it is too self-congratulatory in its 
triumphalism, it is too deterministic in 
a world reeling from its perception of 
the absence of God, it is too partial a 
view to claim to be an encompassing 
theological framework," she added. 

Instead, Marshall said, "A much 
better consensus would be a renewed 
theology of the cross." 

Calvinists value the five points of 
Calvini~m mo~ than Sc~pture,,Mar- . 
shall cl:iarged. · • ·•· · ·- · · '· . • · ~, :-· · • ·-

"It is curious that in a denomina­
tion which has been fighting over 
who believes the Bible the most, a 
strangely dogmatic approach to 
Christian teaching is gaining ground," 
she said. "Calvinism presumes to 
know the mind of God in ways the 
Bible never does. Indeed, it elevates 
the five points over Scripture, truncat­
ing its larger witness to fit the dog­
ma." 

Marshall suggested the focus on 
an "irrelevant' controversy may be 
intentional. "It is much easier to de­
bate theology in the abstract than to 
allow its insights to transform our ac­
tions," she said. 

Marshall said contemporary 
Southern Baptist Calvinism is elitist 
and promotes "an elite few persons 
who presume to be in the know." 
These are primarily "academicians 
who seek correct doctrine at the ex­
pense of a wider theological heri­
tage," she declared. 

The early Baptist Calvinists were 
"privileged, slave-holding white men, 
disdainful of the enthusiasms of the 
common Baptists from the back­
woods," Marshall said. "Our contem­
porary Calvinists have little room for 
diversity, as well," she added. 

Calvin and his early followers 
"showed an intolerance toward non­
conformists," Marshall said. "Al­
though Geneva became a haven for 
harassed-Protestants;it ·also expelled·· 

many others who did not agree with 
Calvin's views. As we understand 
with deep intimacy, many in our day 
are being expelled." 

The new Southern Baptist Calvin- ­
ism often is used to rationalize politi­
cal actions, Marshall said. "It claims 
personal political machinations to be 
God's sovereign and electing will. 
Thus, if it is God's will, persons are 
not responsible for the havoc 
wreaked. God's eternal purposes are 
simply being worked out. How dare 
anyone dissent from them? 

"This ignores the insights of more 
process-oriented theologies which 
call us to acknowledge the radical 
partnership that God beckons from 
humanity. It fails to acknowledge that · 
there is a shared responsibility in the 
groaning project of creation not yet 
completed." 

The Calvinist image of God con­
tributes to a power-oriented attitude 
and to "the contemporary misogyny 
of its perpetrators," Marshall said. 
Misogyny is the hatred of women, 
especially by men. 

. In addition, Calvinism often is as­
sociated with a theocratic view of 
government "which impairs liberty of 
conscience," Marshall said. "That is 
why, when new faculties are hired in 
current Southern Baptist seminaries, 
aspects of a political agenda become 
part of the litmus test for doctrinal fi-
delity.:' • 

Gl1Shi8:' SBl:f p1agued· bY :'foVe1essness, 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

SCOTTSBURG, Ind.-Southern 
Baptists cannot move forward until 
they "learn how to love each other as 
fellow Christians once again," ethics 
professor David Gushee told Ameri­
can Baptists in Indiana. 

"Christian lovelessness" calls into • 
question whether feuding Christians 
really are followers of Christ, and that 
is destroying the church's witness .in 
the world, claimed Gushee, a faculty 
member at Southern Baptist Theolog0 

_ical Seminary in Louisville. 
Gushee, who addressed the annual 

meeting of American Baptist Church­
es in southwestern Indiana, admitted 
he spoke from firsthand experience. 

"I come to you as one who has 
experienced the tragedy of Christian 
lovelessness," he said. 

Gushee explained he has been a 
Southern Baptist since 1978, while 
theological/political controversy has 
wracked the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. He also noted he has been at 
Southern Seminary for two years. 
During that time, a new president and 
conservative trustees have steered the 
school sharply to the right, creating 
turmoil among faculty, staff, students 
and alumni. 

Division and lovelessness among 
Southern Baptists has produced dire 
consequences, he lamented. 

"There is no way ahead, no way 
forward for us until we Southern Bap­
tists learn how to love each other as 
fellow Christians once again," he 
stressed. "No way ahead. No way for­
ward until we realize that Christian 
lovelessness is a tremendous infideli-

ty to Jesus Christ, and extraordinary 
calamity, a plague upon our house." 

Lovelessness "is a way of treating 
each other . that violates the explicit 
moral teaching of nearly every book 
in the New Testament," Gushee in­
sisted. 

"If we believe the Bible is the 
very word of God to us, how can we 
persist in such disobedience? How 
can a Christian people expect to 
move ahead when they have 
wrapped themselves from head to 
foot in the chains of disobedience" to 
Christ's command to "love one an­
other"? 

Unfortunately, Christian loveless­
ness extends beyond the SBC to "ev­
ery level of Christian life, he report­
ed. 

The Bible describes lovelessness 
between Christians as the most dan­
gerous church affliction, he said. 
Moreover, the call for mutual love 
among Christians is the New Testa­
ment's most persistent expectation, 
he added. 

Citing numerous Bible passages, 
Gushee presented three reasons why 
lovelessness is detrimental for Chris­
tians: 

I It questions whether warring 
Christians really are Jesus' followers. 

Supporting his point, Gushee 
quoted a passage from Jesus' fare­
well address: "By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love one for another." 

"Jesus is teaching us that the mark 
of the true Christian is love for his or 
her brothers and sisters in Christ," 
Gushee noted. He also quoted Jesus 
as saying, "If you love me, you will 
keep commandments," stressing that 

keeping the_ commandment to "love . 
one another" sends a clear signal of 
Christians' true love for Christ. 

I It questions whether "joyful 
Christian community" is possible. 

"Throughout the New Testament, 
love for each other is named repeat­
edly as the central Christian moral 
virtue," he said. For example, the 
Apostle Paul taught that all gifts and 
virtues are worthless without love. 

"Why is it, then, that we so fre­
quently place these and other good 
things of the faith above love?" he 
asked. "Is it that we think the word 
of God about how we conduct our­
selves does not apply somehow, if 
the goals we are pursuing are suffi­
ciently important? 

"Within the body of Christ, we are 
never free to pursue worthy goals in 
an unworthy way. We are always ob­
ligated to treat each other in a loving 
manner. It is a sin when we fail to do 
so." 

I It causes non-Christians to ques­
tion the truth of Christian faith. 

Jesus once asked God to help his 
followers he unified "so that the 
world will believe that you have sent 
me," Gushee recalled. 

"Christian unity-an aspect of 
Christian love-is a critical dimen­
sion of our evangelistic witness.· 
When we love each other and live to­
gether in unity, God uses us to reach 
a lost world with the gospel," he said. 

"But when we don't love each 
other, we repel rather than attract an 
unbelieving world. And when our 
fighting and bickering is the main 
thing that people know about us, we 
become little more than objects of 
derision, and deservedly so." 
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Morehead BSU helps student parents cope 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

richment experience that' also allows 
parents to be students. 

Every Thursday from 6-9 p.m., 
MOREHEAD- One evening a 10-12 BSU volunteers lead about 20 

couple of years ago, a Morehead Uni- children in vacation Bible school­
versity student with a toddler dashed style lessons, crafts, songs and recre­
frantically into the lobby of one of the ation. 
women's dormitories. Meanwhile, their parents enjoy a 

"My babysitter didn't show up, few quiet hours to attend class, study 
and I have class in five minutes," the at the library or sleep, Kendra Rase 
mother announced to perfect strang- explained. 
ers in the domi's lobby. "Could some- Parent's Night Out is open to chil-
one please watch my child?" dren 12 months to 10 years old. "We 

That scenario touched Kristen have 40 children enrolled," Rase said. 
Rase's heart. As an active member of About 25 volunteers rotate leadership 
Morehead's Baptist Student Union responsibilities. 
and a devoted Christian student, she The program is conducted at near­
saw that moment of desperation as an by First Baptist Church of Morehead, 
opportunity for ministry. . two blocks from campus. 

As a result, Rase and her friend "It's important to note that if it 
Pam Hood helped organize a weekly weren't for First Baptist, we wouldn' t 
BSU-sponsored childcare program be able to do this," said Gene Parr, 
that has become a sanity-saving min- campus minister at Morehead. 
istry to students trying to get through Rase noted the church has been 
school and raise children at the same gracious in sharing its nursery and 
time. • children's facilities. "We don't have 

Today, Parent's Night Out is a toys at the BSU," she said. 
thriving aspect of the school's BSU Anorninalfeeof$1 perchildhelps 
outreach. It is coordinated by Kristen offset the expense for snacks and ma-
Rase' s younger sister, Kendra. terials each week. 

Parent's Night Out offers young- "We've had a wonderful re-
sters a weekly, biblically based en- sponse," Rase said. "We've had 

mothers come in and say 'I didn't 
have time to bring so-and-so this 
week, but he begged me to come."' 

The program also has helped es- . 
tablish relationships among adults, 
Rase noted. 

"A lot of our parents get together 
throughout the week; they watch each 
other's kids," she said. "It's a good 
support system for single-parent fam­
ilies. 

"They're really interactive with 
each other and with the volunteers 
when they come on Thursdays," Rase 
continued. "A lot of good relation­
ships are being built up." 

Parr agreed: "We've been as­
signed by the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention and our Lord to the mission 
field of the college campus: Until 
now, we had not really targeted mar­
ried students with children, and were 
not reaching them at all. This is one 
way of telling them we care about 
them." 

The mo~t rewarding aspect for 
Rase is watching the children grow as 
they are exposed to .Christ's love and 
acceptance. • • • 

''That's what Christ did and wants 
us to do," she said. "I'm thankful we 
have the opportunity to do that.'' 

Kentucky ranks 33rd in conditions for kids 
Continued from page 1 -- • poor, he said. They are twice a_s li!cely children live in hom_~s \\'~er~. fathers 
children hard, Nelson said. ., .·,. t0_.g.rop.out.o(ltj.g~*~hoo_l~q _sigxµf:ri are absent, the Casey Fo~ndatjon re"'. , 

Children w~o grow up ~ithout fa- icantly more lik~ly _to ~nd up in_ fos~!, po~. ~i;!e-fow:th of thos_e children-:::_, 
thers are five times more likely than or group care and m Juvenile Justice· 4.5 •ffillhon- hve m neighborhoods 
other children to be poor and almost facilities. where more than half of all families 
10 times more likely to be extremely Nationwide, more than.19 million have no father present. 

i ~lll,1;1\,1111 I :i 
·•··· •••••••••••• • ••• ~ ,, ,:;:;:.:::::.:;;::~:~::.:::::~:: :q : 'i >·················· ·····•1>.--,;-;;C..~"-·------•.•.~--· 

Child death rate, . 9 
ages 1-14* 

Number of births to ■· 
unmarried teens, ages 43 

15-19, per 1,000 
············ · ························· · ············ ·· ·······•··········· · ··· · ··· · · · · · ·· ··· ··· ··· ······· · ··· · ···· · ··················-·· · ►•••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile violent crime 
178 arrest rate, ages 10-17* 

• . .·111 .. • 
:;· . ... _.:'.::: . . 

Percent of teens 
who are high scho.ol 

< <:ii:<>ppt1ts;~g~$}6jJ9. 

-

Churches and other groups con­
cerned about strengthening families 
should foc;us on four areas, Nelson 
suggested: 

I Helping improve educational 
outcomes for poor and minority male 
students. 

I Advocating greater outreach to 
fathers through child-welfare and so­
cial-work practice. 

I Advocating welfare reforms .that 
would enable, require and reward 
work by absent parents. 

I Assisting father-age males in 
finding and sustaining employment. 

The four areas in which Kentucky 
gained ground in this year's "Kids 
Count" report are percentage of ba­
bie~ born at low weights, infant mor­
tality; percentage .of teens who are. 

- high· school. <;lropouts and percentage 
of teens not attending school and not 
working. : • . • 

But even those statistics are not as 
promising as they may. sound, the r_e­
port notes. For example, although 
Kentucky posted a 16 percent im- . 
provement in the percentage of teens 
not attending school and not working, 
the state still ranks 48th among all 
states in this category. 

The six areas of decline noted in 
this year's report for Kentucky are 
death rate of children ages 1-14, num-
ber of births to unmarried teens, ar- , 
rest rate for violent crimes by juve­
niles, teen violent death rate, percent­
age of children living in poverty and 
percentage of families with children 
headed by a single parent. 

The most dramatic decline was in 
arrests of juveniles who committed 
violent crimes, which jumped 178 
percent from 1985 to 1992. 

lizabethtownwas named:Mr.' Campbelisville C 
ndr~a • Deaton of Greensburg was named Miss 
ampbellsvilleCollege April 26'. Theawards are 
nnually<based on a votf byJaculty and staff for 
udents who best ~xefllplify the college.' 

eida repo~~:::i,~:11:::~□fill~t.:~~~e:s : Ho 
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OPINION 
Let Mohler lead 

It is amazing how many seminary 
presidents have come out of the 
woodwork since Dr. Al Mohler has 
assumed the presidency of Southern 
Seminary! So much assault by those 
who do not seem to understand min­
istry, much less leadership as a semi­
nary president. 

The editorial criticism of Dr. 
Mohler (WR, April 25) demonstrates 
a foggy perspective on distinct and 
much-needed change in Louisville. 

Brothers and 

Voicing feelings 
We want to thank you for your 

courageous editorial, "Could Jesus 
teach social work at Southern Semi­
nary?" (WR, March 28). You stated 
the issues clearly and fairly. 

The Baptist principles of the 
priesthood of the believer and soul 
competency are in jeopardy. Dr. Al 
Mohler's imposition of his under­
standing of very specific controver­
sial and much-debated issues as a test 
for employment at Southern Semi­

sisters, a new semi­
nary is emerging 
when we see 
Southern Seminary 

BAPTIST FORUM 
nary is an explicit 
denial of funda­
mental Baptist be­
liefs and practice. 

■ More letters on page 6 We hope that 
many people will be persuaded by 
your reasoned arguments, and we 
commend you for giving voice to 
what many of us feel. 

return to a school of the prophets rath­
er than an institute of tolerance and 
free thinking. Let Dr .. Mohler lead. 
Southern Seminary is headed back to 
where it should be; toward revival! 

No trust 

Brian W. Malcom 
Richmond 

I was somewhat shocked to pick 
up my May 2 Owensboro Messenger­
Inquirer and see the editorial was 
about Southern Seminary trustees and 
President Al Mohler. 

Even outsiders can see what a mis­
take was made by the trustees when 
they chose Mohler to be the president 
of the seminary. 

Today I also found a 1993 letter I 
clipped from the Western Recorder. 
It reported the trustees overspent their 
presidential search budget by $35,000 
and that they would not tell how they 
spent $95,000, but that they spent 
time at a Florida resort and behind 
closed doors choosing him. 

The writer called for their resigna­
tion then, and if his figures are half­
way right, we all should call for their 
resignations because of their perfor­
mance as such poor stewards of 
God's and our money. 

Who wants to trustthese trustees? 
Not me! 

Abbie Hawes Mercer 
Owensboro 

An unexpected visit 
Day was casting her fading light 

across the asphalt parking lot of Day's 
Inn. I had stopped counting laps, and 
for variety, strode off onto a freshly 
cut acre or more.of grass, toward the 
railroad tracks. 

We pledge to you our prayerful 
support as you continue to speak out 
on the issues that are troubling us. 

Solidarity Sunday School Class 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church 

Louisville 

Stop judging 
For eight years, I have waited for 

someone to offer words of wisdom 
that would again unite our denomina­
tion. I have found that those who try 
to speak for my Savior say nothing. 

What then to do? I trusted my Sav­
ior, got on my knees and asked for 
him to show me what I needed to 
know. There in the quiet of a living 
room, just God, my Bible and me. 
And answers. 

I found again those words of ac­
ceptance from a loving Father. Ro­
mans 14: Accept into your group 
someone who is weak in faith, and do 
not argue about opinions. You cannot 
judge another person's servant. The 
Master decides if the servant is doing 
well or not. And why do you think 
you are better than they are? We will 
all stand before God to be judged. So 
each of us will answer to God. For 
that reason, we should stop judging 
each other. 

ficult to hear the voice of God in this 
noisy world, especially if God speaks 
there "with a still, small voice." 

I really wasn't expecting to hear 
that voice, walking laps around the 
parking lot. The dozens of cars, vans 
and pick-ups hardly resemble a cathe­

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

dral of worship. 
Four children exploded 

from a van, each with 
something in hand, rush­
ing toward their room, I 
supposed, with a weary­
looking mother close be­
hind while dad unloaded 
some stuff from the back. 

A thrush fussed at me, 
taking flight to taller brush. 
For a moment or two, I 
journeyed a universe away 
from every weighty 
thought. It was as though 
my mind flushed out the 
gallons of stuff-serious 
preoccupations-which 
had been dominating my 
usual pleasure of walking. 
I was drained of every­
thing but sky, and grass, 

And I remembered 
when we were five, tent on 
top of the station wagon, 

William W. Marshall heading west to Glorieta 

and fresh, spring coolness. A taste of 
an earthly heaven, it was a delicious 
moment. God seemed so near! 

As I consciously tried to hold the 
moment, it slipped from my grasp, 
my thoughts streaming back into my 
mind like a house full of children cry­
ing for attention. My inner world was 
noisy again! 

It seems to me so much more dif-

and stopping at a Howard 
Johnson's after two or three nights of 
camping. A pool, showers, a bed, air 
conditioning were a welcome respite 
from the summer heat. Yet it is the 
camping our children most remem­
ber; the team effort, the campfires, the 
patter of rain on canvas, the five of us 
sleeping on the floor of the tent. 

Counting God, there were six, for 
God seemed closer there, saying 

Christ is calling, placing, arranging 
his people in his church and denomi­
nation as he sees fit for his purpose. 
When we as men and women start to 
include or exclude anyone by our own 
interpretation, we suffer. We suffer 
the loss of what God was going to 
show us about himself to the rest of 
us. I cannot pay that price. Christ was 
constantly being battered to decide 
between law and love. 

Thank you, Father, for choosing 
love. I would have been left outside 
the kingdom; I would have been lost. 

Quit whining 

Terry Moore 
LaGrange 

Those cruel, cold-hearted conser­
vatives are at it again, this time in 
Washington. Marv Knox is beginning 
to sound like one of those negative, 
whining liberals of the political left, 
(WR, April 11). 

Our Democratically controlled 
congress attempted for over 30 years 
to extend compassion, except they 
spelled it M-O-N-E-Y. They spent 
trillions of our dollars to prove mon­
ey alone does not solve the problem. 
Statistics indicate the percent of peo­
ple in poverty is almost identical to 
that of the years preceding the Great 
Society. Shall we continue down the 
same road of failure? 

Real compassion comes through 
people helping people improve them­
selves. Compassion raises people up 
and helps them on to success. Jesus 
lifted people up, shouldn't we? 

It is time for churches to help peo­
ple; and for those helped, it is time to 
take responsibility for their actions, 
lives and families, and not allow the 
government to keep them enslaved in 
a subsistence-level existence! 

I also tire of hearing how "mean­
spirited" some of our congressmen 
appear to be. Even with all of the re­
form that is corning to pass (and it is 
very refreshing), I am not convinced 
that any of our leaders will blatantly 
deny help to the helpless. 

D.A. Borden 
• Corbin 

prayers as a family, looking out 
through the netting into a sky full of 
stars. . 

After many years of keeping the 
old tent, we gave it away not long ago. 
It was meant for five, not two older 
folks who haven't been camping in 
years. 

I walked a few more laps around 
the parking lot and decided to return 
once more to the field and the very 
spot I had stood minutes before. 
There I threw out the fleece for a re­
peat of that "moment of presence," as 
though God might be lingering there. 

Nothing. Whatever that moment 
was, it was gone. I should have 
known. I have never been able to re­
create those unexpected moments 
with God. 

But it was enough; enough to 
know that God is still near, even 
amidst the noise of my mind; still in 
control of deciding when, and where, 
and how to appear to us. 

Still I didn't expect it while walk­
ing laps around the parking lot of a 
Day's Inn. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS 
,&.:: 

Churches must minister to families under pressure 
"Families Under Pressure" is the theme for Christian Home Emphasis, 

which is being observed in Southern Baptist churches from Mother's Day 
through Father's Day. 

The story of Sarah, Mike and Jackson McCullough, who- lost their 
daughter and sister. Maggie, in October 1993, poignantly illustrates the 
theme. It's a story of pain, suffering and loss: But it's also a story of God's 
presence, grace and redemption. If you haven't read it yet, grab a handker­
chief and tum tC> page 1. 

Another article on that page, News Director Mark Wingfield's report on 
the latest statistics from the "Kids Count Data Book," also highlights a 
pressure facing millions of families. It's a story of fatherlessness, poverty 
and frustration. And if you see the children's faces behind the numbers, 

. this story will make you cry too. 
From one perspective, these pressures are quite different. The unexpect­

ed death of a child is random, while the pattern of poverty is predictable. 
But from another perspective, both pressures are similar. They present a 
challenge to compassion and a call to ministry. Let's imagine what some 
compassionate ministries might be: 

Ministry to families pressured by illness and death. , 
■ Undergird them with godly strength. 
I Develop a vibrant intercessory prayer ministry. 
I Provide personal support for each family member through connec­

tions to small groups, such as Sunday school classes, missions teams, 
choirs, special-interest groups. 

I Send supportive cards and letters often. 
I Maintain close contact. even after a funeral. 
■ Establish and/or support tangible ministries. 
I Develop or participate in a hospice program. 
I Sponsor or help with local chapters of Parents Without Partners and 

Compassionate Friends, for parents who have lost a child to death. 
I Provide routine home maintenance, like cleaning, mowing, repair, 

laundry and auto service. 
I Sit with a terminally ill person in order to give family members time 

away from home. 
I Provide child care for healthy children while parents are at the hospital 

with a sick child. 
I Cook meals. 
I Establish a fund to offset medical and personal expenses. 

Polley affirms free & responsible WR 
The recent crisis and controversy 

at Southern Seminary, and the need 
for fair and truthful coverage and 
analysis of these events, has prompt­
ed the board of directors of the West­
ern Recorder to review and restate its 
editorial and news coverage policy. 
That policy is b_uilt around and af­
firms the positive role of a free and 
responsible press for Kentucky Bap­
tists. and calls for the highest princi­
ples of Christian ethics and responsi­
ble journalism in providing readers 
with a free flow of information. 

At the heart of this policy is the 
idea that the editorial is to the editor 
as the pulpit is to the pastor. As the 
pastor seeks God's guidance in the 
preparation and delivery of every ser­
mon, so the editor seeks God's guid­
ance as he researches and writes ev­
ery editorial. We take for granted that 
a sermon can only be prophetic if it is 
delivered uncensored by its hearers. 
The same holds true for the Christian 
editorial and its readers. 

The board of directors of the West­
em Recorder is responsible for the 

- Ministry to families pressured by brokenness and poverty. 
■ Prevent divorce and separation. 
I Teach Bible-based sexuality and sex education to reduce teen preg­

nancy and.out-of-wedlock pregnancy. 
• I Offer and promote family-preparedness courses, to help older teens 

develop skills to be responsible mates and parents. 
I Help your town establish a community marriage policy, which requires 

a waiting period, counseling and completion of a marriage-readiness sur­
vey before weddings can be held in local churches. 

I Emphasize responsibility comes with marriage and parenthood. Teach 
that, outside of abusive situations, parents ideally stay together "for the 
good of the children." Studies reveal many children fall into poverty after 
their parents divorce. This impacts educational performance, which dimin­
ishes preparedness for adulthood, which perpetuates the pattern. 

I Provide role models. Mature, adjusted couples can help newly married 
couples "learn the ropes" of marriage. Responsible adults can be models 
for children growing up without a mother or father in the home. 

I Emphasize and strengthen marriage and family through all the ongo­
ing programs of the church. 
■ Strengthen the financial means to keep families intact. This year's 

edition of the "Kids Count Data Book" notes that the inability of many 
fathers to earn a living above the poverty level contributes significantly to 
fatherlessness in America. "Almost no one volunteers for roles and duties 
they cannot fulfill," it states. ])ads who fail in the marketplace often flee 
the family. What's more, current welfare law pushes them away: Churches 
ca~ . _ 

I Tutor youth so they can stay in school and get their high school diplo­
mas. Help dropouts earn GED degrees. 

I Organize a pool of trained or skilled volunteers to teach young adults 
skills they need for working in the marketplace. Help young adults find 
jobs and keep them. 

I Advocate changes in the legal system to require fathers to participate 
in raising their children. 

I Promote changes in the welfare system to provide incentive for both 
parents to remain in the household. 

These are but a few ideas for church ministry to families under pre-ssure. 
Challenge your church to take up the cause and meet family needs. 

development and implementation of 
all policies that give guidance to the 
operation of the newspaper, the hir­
ing of all staff members and reporting 
to Kentucky Baptists through its Ex­
ecutive Board. 

The Western Recorder board 
• leaves the responsibility for daily and 
weekly decisions regarding the prep­
aration and presentation of editorials, 
news, features, photographs, topics 
and other content to the editor and the 
staff. It is the intent of the board of 
directors to foster an atmosphere of 
responsible freedom that is not sub­
ject to restriction or censorship. We 

Marv Knox 

see no other way for a free press to 
operate with integrity. 

The board of directors of the West­
em Recorder recognizes and regrets 
the pain caused both by the crisis at 
Southern Seminary and the reporting 
of that crisis. However, the board af­
firms Marv Knox and his staff for 
employing the highest Christian stan­
dards in both the writing of editorials 
and in the collecting and reporting of 
that which is newsworthy to Ken­
tucky Baptists. 

Don Mantooth, chairman 
Western Recorder board of directors 

Morehead 

Whether it's 
created by the 
horror of untimely 
illness and death1 

the heartbreak of 
divorce or the 
gnawing hunger of 
poverty, countless 
families feel the 
crushing load of 
pressure. 
America's 
churches must 
respond to the 
need with 
compassion and 
creativity. 
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Damaged 
seminary 

Just lay off 
I have heard about all I can hear 

and feel some things need to be said. I 
am a graduate of Southern Seminary 
and have read your coverage about 
the changes there. Either you don't 
remember your days there, or you 
didn't take some of the classes I took. 

I was told things no "deacon back 
home" would toler-

OPINION 
their sins and establish an open, hon­
est, healing dialogue. 

God knows 

LeoDePalma 
Hopkinsville 

Thanks for your forthright and . 
honest appraisal of our Southern 
Seminary, Al Mohler and trustees 

overtaken our convention and semi­
nary, but he is a good example of their 
intentions. 

There will always be opportunists 
ready to take advantage of situations 
in churches andteligious conventions_ 
if power is at stake. Those trustees 
who give unlimited power to persons 
in charge of others are destroying 
what is at the heart of Baptist life. 

I am not a theologian, 
but I certainly appreciate 

the editorial regarding 
Southern Seminary 

(WR, April 25) .• 
When I think of the many 

contributions and great 
history of our Southern 

Seminary and such great 
Baptist scholars and 

leaders as Duke McCall, 
Allen Graves, Dale 

Moody, Glenn Hinson . 
and others, as a layman I 

am mindful of the 
irreparable damage 

recent administrative 
episodes and actions 
have brought to our 

ate for one second. 
So when I heard the 
winds of change 

BAPTIST FORUM 
(WR, April 25). 
You expressed my · 
sentiments to the 

Our hierarchy today is grossly au­
thoritarian, centralized and less toler­
ant. I know they have intimidated, 
misrepresented and intentionally hurt 
good Christian people, all in the name 
of theological purity. Some brave 
Baptists have spoken out in opposi­
tion to this ugliness, and as a result 
they have been slandered, called lib­
erals and lost jobs within our local 
churches and convention. 

greatest Baptist 
seminary. 

To me, hyper-Calvinism 
rs-plainly and simply. 
contradictory to our 
fundamental Baptist 

doctrine of priesthood of 
the beUever. Any 

president or member of 
the board of trustees at 
tlie seminary that does 

not understand that, as a 
Christian, should 

immediately resign. 
Ted C. Gilben 

blowing, I said, "Praise the Lord; it's 
about time.''. 

Southern Seminary was turning 
into a ecumenical hodge-podge with 
no distinctive, and certainly no South­
ern Baptist distinctive. We were com­
ing to have a seminary that would 
employ any faculty member, and he/ 
she could believe anything he/she 
wanted. There was no limit, it 
seemed, to what could be, and was, 
being taught on campus. 

If the faculty of Southern Semi­
nary does not have moral and theo­
logical fiber to do what is right (ac­
cording to Southern Baptists meeting 
in convention) then thank God that' Al 
Mohler does. 

I know Southern Seminary, and I 
know she was in trouble. I know she 
was losing her connection to the larg­
er Southern Baptist body, and, thank 
God, Dr. Mohler is bringing her back! 

So in love let me suggest you just 
lay off. Southern Seminary is being 

• led by someone who is doing what the 
expressed majority want._ _ 

Furthermore, all the sour grapes 
• you print will not change that! 

Larry Causey 

Lexington-· ' 
Owensboro 

Power's victims 
Southern Seminary's crisis illus­

trates abuse of power: Jesus taught 
• 'that Christians are not to use power to 

force others into subjection. • 
Unfortunately, the president and 

trustees at Southern opted for a secu­
lar model of power. Consequently, 
core Christian principles are sacri-_ 
ficed. 

The first victim is love. The claim 
that trustees love Diana Garland is 
absurd in light of their actions·. Paul's 
judgment is.that if we don't have love, 
we are nothing. 

Another victim is tolerance .. Paul 
exhorts us to be long-suffering and 
tolerant toward believers .. He affirms 
the right of believers to follow their 
consciences in issues not central to the 
gospel. 

Truth and. freedom are also vic­
tims. The gag order on the faculty at 
Southern is unbiblical and counter­
productive. How does it square with 
Jesus' instructions about dealing with 
grievances? 

Furthermore, the open exchange 
of ideas is essential for true Christian 
education, but how can this take place 
in the classroom when it is strictly for­
bidden by decrees and simplistic lit­
mus tests? 

When the president and trustees of 
a Christian institution resort to a secu­
lar use of power, they abdicate their 
responsibility to exercis~ Christian 
leadership. The only way to restore a 
Christian witness is for the leadership 
to come humbly before God, together 
with faculty and students, confess 
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letter. These men 
• cannot be led by the Holy Spirit and 

dictate as 'they are trying. • 
Only God knows what is going to 

happen. Thanks for your honesty in 
reporting truth and facts. 

Time to act 

Mrs. Coy Bryant 
Philpot 

Jesus said, "If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and 
you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free." 

To this, the president and trustees 
of Southern Seminary have added, 
"Be sure the word in which you con­
tinue is according to our interpreta­
tion, and the truth you discover is our 
truth." The door to theological educa­
tion has been securely closed and 

• locked at Southern. 
Marv Knox's call for a new semi­

nary to serye Kentucky and surround­
ing states (WR, April 25) is on target. 
Whatever the cost to Kentucky Bap­
tists, it is time to act. 

• Michael R. Duncan 
Eminence 

What is important 
Recently, I have been frustrated by 

Al Mohler's use of the word "posi­
tive" to describe the takeover of 

, Southern Seriunary. 
• It certainly has not been positive 

for my family as my h)!sb~and_ search­
es for another school at which to fin­
ish his degree. It has n6t been positive 
for • those professors Whose careers 
and families have been uprooted .. It 
has not been positive for churches as 
they strive to keep their balance on. the . 
latest doctrinal tightrope. 

But I am reminded that God loves 
me and has called me into his service. 
So it is no longer important that I am 
outside of what is termed a main­
stream movement if I am seeking to 
be in the center of God's will. It is no 
longer important that I can righteous­
ly state and justify my opinion, but . 
that I allow God to speak through me . . 
It no longer matters that friends have 
been insulted and impugned, but that 
I speak Christ's love to all who cross 
my path. It no longer matters that ca­
reer plans are changed or abruptly 
halted, but that the career is given 
over to God. 

It no longer matters who is right or 
wrong. It only matters that I am seek­
ing to know God and his will. 

I will continue to be interested in 
this issue, but I will not lose sight of. 
what is important. 

Speak up 

Angela Thomas 
Shepherdsville 

Al Mohler is not totally to blame 
for the destructive results which have 

It is time that those who have stood 
silent during these ugly times speak 
up. Don't allow right-wing leaders to 
become like radio talk-show hosts 
who call names, point fingers and use 
rhetoric which incites others to act in 
unChristian ways against our Chris­
tian brothers. 

What must the secular world think 
when they look at us? Enough harm 
has been done already. 

We are free in Christ and have the 
responsibility to practice what Christ 
taught. We are not subservient to any 
earthly leaders or institutions. Real 
Baptists are free and faithful only to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Never forget 
what the priesthood of the believer 

. meaps . .1.t is-c:~ntraLto being B_aptist 
Dorris Hall 
Henderson 

Support each other 
Dr. Al Mohler needs our prayers 

and support, but so do Dr. Diana Gar­
land, the Carver Schoql fact1lty and 
other Southern Seminary faculty, stu­
dents and their families. Terry Will­
iams (WR, May 2) forgot to mention -
these others: . •. . . • • • 

Ir' iii funny Mr. 'Williams would 
say, ."Un:til you know theJacts, you 
should not jump to· judgmental con­
·clusions," when he has done the 
same. He, nor others, cannot judge 
properly, because he is not affected by 
this "historic time." By the way, Marv 
Knox did not stir up a hornet's nest; 
the stinger had already been placed 
when he reported it! 

No one doubts Dr. Mohler has bib­
lical convictions, but so do church 
social workers. However, to say Dr. 
Mohler has done the "right thing" is 
unconvincing. 

Although Mr. Williams feels the 
Carver School faculty should be 
ashamed of themselves, they are not, 
nor do they have reason to be. As lov­
ing Christians, they stood behind the 
students during this time of injustice 
and institutional oppression. What we 
have been conducting has been a form 
of social action which is a part of the 
gospel message and life of Jesus 
Christ. 

Likewise, I see a woman of God, 
Dr. Garland leading future social 

• workers that also represent "grass­
roots" Southern Baptists. The prob­
lem is that "our" Southern Baptist 
Convention is no longer "ours" or 
yours. It is "their" Southern Baptist 
Convention, and just because they 
have spoken doesn't mean we have to 
accept it! 

Let's support each other not just 
one side or the other! • 

Farris C. Smith 
Louisville 

Divided future 
It appears our future as Southern 

Baptists will be one of division and 
destruction. 

Even a cursory glance at the agen­
das of our avowed Fundamentalist 
leaders reveals they are much better 
at division that cooperation. Listen to 
the vitriolic assaults on our nation's 
leaders and notice that they seem 
much more at home with condemna­
tion, judgment and destruction than 
redemption. Or simply look at South­
ern Seminary. 

The first woman theology profes­
sor at a Southtm Baptist institution 
was forced to resign. The dean of the 
Carver School of Social Work, also a 
woman. was dismissed because she 
made the president look bad. Semi­
nary accreditation has been endan­
gered by that impetuous firing. The 
president has announced he is an ad­
herent of Calvinism, a belief system 
which has been out of the mainstream 
of Southern Baptist life since before 

. the turn of the century. And, most 
unbelievable of all, he has made the 
audacious claim that "the social work 
ethic is not congruent with theologi­
cal education." (His Calvinism must 
provide creative ways of interpreting 
Matthew 25 and other Scripture.) 

, .. The sem.io.ary l. attended .no longer 
exists~ and I-mourn its death. 

As a Southern Baptist, I am sad­
dened that we have simply sat by and 
let this happen to us, calling it a 
"preacher's fight" or just not wanting 
to get involved. One day we will fi­
nally awaken from our slumber and 
realize what has happened. -God have 
foercy on us when we do. -

Gary J. McAbee 
Sonora 

Praying· for unity 
Our conservative leaders need a 

thorough refresher course in Baptist 
history to refamiliarize themselves 
with the last 300-plus years of Baptist 
history. The last 10 years have been 
an aberration of tradition. 

Many of us wish our convention 
could again concentrate on the issues 
that led us to Bold Mission Thrust in­
stead of the imposition of strict doc­
trinal conformity. Perhaps if we could 
again trust in the convicting power of 
the Holy Spirit to bring us unity in the 
Spirit, rather than the edicts and 
creeds of our leaders to do so, we 
could get on with the work of com­
municating the gospel to everyone in 
the world by the year 2000. 

I prefer this over the decimating of 
our seminaries (first Southeastern, 
then Southwestern, now Southern) 
and/or changing the sovereign status 
of Woman's Missionary Union, 
which for l 07 years has unselfishly 
supported Baptist missions. 

I do know many ofus still fervent­
ly pray for God's Spirit to bring us 
unity so we can best do his work, for 
his glory. Others appear instead to be· 
relying upon dissent-stifling proce­
dures and creedal pronouncements to 
which all must bow. 

G. Herbert Pritchett 
Madisonville 
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ATS to investigate Southern Seminary 
LOUISVILLE-Recent changes 

in faculty hiring practices at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary have 
drawn the attention of the seminary's 
primary accrediting agency. 

The Association of Theological 
Schools informed the seminary May 
4 that it will send a team to the Louis­
ville campus in September for a "fo­
cused site visit." The ~isit was re­
quested by faculty members. 

According to faculty sources close 
to the process, who believe they have 
been muzzled from speaking on the 
record to the press, the faculty con­
cerns stem from the March 20 firing 
of Diana Garland as dean of the Carv­
er School of Church Social Work and 
a resulting change in faculty hiring 
procedures adopted by trustees. 
While set in the context of Garland's · 
firing, the real issue apparently is the 
faculty hiring process. 

At their April meeting, seminary 
trustees affirmed President Al Moh­
ler' s handling of the Carver School 
crisis, a situation faculty members 
said was bungled. They also gave of­
ficial approval to changing the facul­
ty hiring process to require faculty 

candidates not only to affirm the sem­
inary's doctrinal statement but to hold 
certain positions on current social is­
sues. 

Faqllty members believe this un­
fairly penalizes teachers who were 
hired at the seminary on tenurable 
tracks under different rules. 

For example, a professor who cur­
rently does not have tenure but was 
hired with the expectation of gaining 
tenure would now have to be re-ex­
amined by the administration and 
trustees based on the new criteria. 
This would be particularly distressing 
tff most of the seminary's current in­
errantist faculty members, who have 
been hired since 1991. While avowed 
evangelical conservatives, most are 
unwilling to flatly say God cannot call 
a woman to the pastoral role. Affirm­
ing a ban on women as pastors is one 
part of the new faculty hiring stan­
dards. 

ATS does not publicly comment 
on pending investigations of its mem­
ber schools. However, normal ATS 
procedure would call for a report of 
the fall site visit to be acted on by the 
full commission at its January 1996 

meeting. At that time, the seminary 
presumably would be notified that it 
had been cleared of charges, given a 
citation or placed on probation. 

In a statement released May 5, 
Mohler said the seminary has noth­
ing to fear from the ATS investiga­
tion. 

"I am confident that any A TS in­
quiry will result in an affirmation of 
the seminary's academic integrity," 
he said. "We will make appropriate 
response and report to the ATS as 
such responses are requested by the 
agency. Southern Seminary meets or 
exceeds every accreditation standard 
and will continue to do so." 

ATS visited Southern Seminary 
most recently in 1993 but took no 
disciplinary action. Periodic ques­
tions have been raised as the semi­
nary has undergone a transformation 
to more conservative leadership. 

Another Southern Baptist semi­
nary, Southwestern in Fort Worth, 
Texas, currently is on probation by 
A TS due to faculty concerns about 
academic freedom and the way trust­
ees fired President Russell Dilday 
last year. 

Lea named theology dean at Southwestern 
FORT WORTH, Texas-Tommy 

Lea has been named dean of the the­
ology scho.ol at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. -• 

Lea, who has taught theology at 
the Texas seminary for 16 years, re­
places Bruce Corley, who resigned to 
join the new George W. Truett Semi­
nary of Baylor University. 

Lea, 56, was nominated for the 
post by President Ken Hemphill and 
elected by seminary trustees May 3. 
Lea holds an engineering degree from 
Mississippi State University and a 
master's degree and doctorate from 
Southwestern. 

The action was applauded by sem­
inary faculty and students, who have 
been wary of the seminary stability 
since trustees fired President Russell 
Dilday last spring. 

'The naming of an insider to this 
position was very important," Hemp­
hill admitted. 'This sends a real clear 
message that this administration has 
absolute confidence in our faculty." 

Corley, a strong supporter of Dil-

day, also welcomed the move. 'The 
selection process clearly pinpointed 

, Dr. L~a, 'and I know the faculty will 
endorse his selection and see it as an 
encouragement to them." _ 

Lea said he wants to "define and 
preserve a good .environment of aca­
demic freedom" at the seminary. Af­
ter Dilday's firing, the Association of 
Theological Schools placed the 
3,200-student seminary on two-year 
probation, accusing trustees of not 
following their own rules in the firing 
and of creating an atmosphere in 
which faculty and students feared ac­
ademic freedom was threatened. 

In another move partially aimed an 
answering the criticism of the accred­
iting agency, trustees unanimously 
approved a special ombudsman com­
mittee of eight trustees, seven faculty 
and severi students to deal with con­
cerns about academic freedom and 
other matters. 

Hemphill said both the naming of 
Lea as theology dean and the appoint­
ment of the ombudsman committee 

will help convince ATS the seminary 
can address the concerns of the ac-
crediting agency. ,· 

In other action, seminary trustees 
adopted a $22.33 million budget for 
1995-96, a $574,060 drop from the 
current budget. 

The budget anticipates greater costs 
in education and a possible decline in 
enrollment in the fall, said Hubert Mar­
tin, vice president for business affairs. 
Despite the lower budget the school is 
in no debt and is in "sound financial 
condition," Martin said. 

Enrollment could drop from about 
3,200 this year to fewer than 3,000 in 
the fall, Martin said. Even with the · 
drop, the seminary would remain the 
largest in the nation. 

Also during the spring meeting, 
trustee officers Ralph Pulley, Lee 
Weaver and T. Bob Davis-who re­
portedly spearheaded Dilday's fir­
ing-were re-elected for a second 
term. 

Compiled from Associated Baptist 
Press and Baptist Press reports 

Women sweep Southern's preaching awards 
LOUISVILLE-One week after 

trustees of Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary declared women may 
not serve as pastors, an all-male com­
mittee awarded three women the 
seminary's top honor for preaching 

. skills. 
This year's Clyde T. Francisco 

Preaching A wards were given to 
Kimberly Baker of Lincolnton, N.C., 
Mary Beth McCloy of Philippi, 
W.Va., and Dixie Petrey of Knox­
ville, Tenn . 

The awards were announced 
April 27-one week after trustees 
affirmed President Al Mohler' s be­
lief that prospective faculty members 
must interpret the Bible to prohibit 
women from serving as pastors. 
Trustees also adopted a more general 

statement outlining their own belief 
in the prohibition against female pas­
tors. 

Ironically, while women have 
won the Francisco Award in the past, 
this is the first year for women to 
earn all the top prizes. 

Recipients of the preaching award 
were selected by a panel of six stu­
dents and two faculty members, all 
male. The initial field of 28 entries 
was narrowed to three finalists based 
on a review of written manuscripts 
which did not identify the author's 
name or gender. Only after the three · 
finalists were selected did the judges 
hear audio tapes of the sermons to 
determine first-, second- and third­
place rankings. 

The Francisco Preaching Awards 

were established in memory of Clyde 
Francisco, Old Testament professor 
at the seminary from 1947-81. Each 
award carries a $200 cash prize. 

Recipients of the two top awards 
get to preach their sermons in a sem­
inary chapel service. Baker, who 
won the first-place award, preached 
May 2, and McCloy, who won the 
second-place award, preached 
May 4. 

Supporters of equal ministry op­
portunities for women and men saiq_ 
they were heartened by the outcome 
of this year's awards. "It affinns that 
God's Spirit blows where it will, and 
in a time where there is so much de­
spair, there is a little hope in this," 
student David Casto told the Louis­
ville Courier-Journal. 

A brief, brief history of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

This week marks the 150th anniversary of the founding of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

In case you haven't lived long enough to experience 
firsthand the major events in SBC history-or if you just need 
a refresher to impress everyone in casual conversation at 
church-here's a brief overview. 
■ 1812. Adoniram Judsoh, Ann Judson and Luther Rice departed 
for missionary service in the Orient, a prncursor to formation of the 
Triennial Convention. 
■ 1814. Baptists in America formed their first national body, uniting 
churches from North and South in the Triennial Convention. Thirty- . 
three delegates met to form this convention at First Baptist Church 
of Philadelphia on May 18. _ 
■ 1832. American Baptist Home Mission Society formed, with 
headquarters in New York City. 
■ 1844. Alabama Baptists challenged the Triennial Convention 
regarding the appointment of slaveholders as foreign missionaries. 
Basil. Manly Sr., who later helped found Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, led the Alabama convention to adopt a resolution asking _ 
the Triennial Convention to declare slaveholders "equally eligible" to 
be appointed missionaries. The Triennial Convention refused. 
■ 1845. The Southern Baptist Convention was formed May 8 in a 
split with the Triennial Convention, largely over the issue of 
appointing slaveholders as missionaries. Kentucky representatives 
were among those present. The first agency formed was the Foreign 
Mission Board. 
■ 1851. The first major controversy to rock the SBC erupted when a 
group of Baptists meeting in Cotton Grove, Tenn., adopted the 
Cotton Grove Resolutions, doctrines later labeled Landmarkism. The 

• Landmark movement asserted that local Baptist churches were the 
only legitimate churches, giving birth to the terms "alien immersion" 
and "clos·ed communion." • • 
■ 1859. The SBC's first seminary, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, opened its doors in Greenville, S.C. The seminary 
eventually moved to Louisville in 1877. 
■ 1873. Lottie Moon, who would become the most legendary 
missionary in Southern Baptist history, was appointed an SBC 
missionary to China. 

• ■ 1888. Woman's Missionary Union formed as an auxiliary to the 
SBC for the purpose of missions education and support. 
■ 1891. Southern Baptist Sunday School Board formed. 
■ 1918. Seventy-three years after the SBC was formed, women 
were allowed to be convention messengers. The same year, Annie 
Armstrong, the first corresponding secretary of Woman's Missinoary 
Union, suggested the annual foreign missions offering should be 
named for Lottie Moon. 
■ 1919. SBC launched a five-year program to raise $75 million for 
missions and ministry, called the $75 Million Campaign. This was a 
precursor to formation of the Cooperative Program unified budget. 
■ 1925. Southern Baptists developed a unique method of funding 
denominational missions and ministries through a unified-budget 
called the Cooperative Program. . • 
■ 1950. The SBC held its first annual meeting outside the South, in 
Chicago. 
■ 1961. Controversy ensued after the Sunday School Board 
publish(ld a commentary on Genesis by Ralph Elliott of Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Conservative critics said Elliott gave 
too liberal an interpretation of Genesis. This led to formation of a 
special committee chaired by Herschel Hobbs of Oklahoma City 
which drafted the Baptist Faith and Message doctrinal statement. 
■ 1963. Adoption of the Baptist Faith and Message statement, a 
central rallying point for doctrinal unity. 
■ 1976. SBC adopted Bold Mission Thrust as a comprehensive plan 
to tell everyone in the world about Jesus Christ by the year 2000. 
■ 1979. Although brewing for decades, the conservative movement 
that would eventually capture control of all SBC structures burst 
onto the scene as Adrian Rogers was elected SBC president in the 
first of a long string of carefully orchestrated presidential contests. 
■ 1990. The conflict between SBC conservatives and moderates 
came to a head at the New Orleans convention, in which 
conservatives virtually completed their quest for control. Disaffected 
moderates later that year held the first meeting of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. 
■ 1995. SBC sesquicentennial celebration, marking the growth of 
the world's largest Protestant denomination to more than 15 million 
members from humble beginnings 150 years earlier. 

For more complete information, see Jesse Fletcher's 
sesquicentennial history, '7he Southern Baptist Convention." 
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"I think your 

• argument is so far­
fetched it is hard 
to bring it to the 

real world." 
Ju$tice Sandra Day 

O'Connor, responding to 
an attorney for the state 

of Ohio who was 
defending the state's 

decision to bar a disp/ay 
on public property by the 

Ku Klux Klan 

NATION 
pjlW~ 

High court hears Ohio free speech case 
WASHINGTON (ABP)-The 

U.S. Supreme Court took up the issue 
of private religious displays on public 
property April 26 in hearing oral ar­
guments in an Ohio case. 

The case, Capitol Square Review 
and Advisory Board vs. Pinette, re­
sults from Ohio officials permitting a 
holiday display with a 20-foot Christ­
mas tree and 14-foot menorah in front 
of the Ohio statehouse, but barring a 
10-foot Latin cross the Ku Klux Klan 
wanted to erect. 

Klan officials filed suit after their 
application was denied, claiming pri­
vate religious speech in a public fo­
rum does not violate the First Amend­
ment's requirement of church-state 
separation. 

Lower courts sided with the Klan, 
ruling that while a state-sponsored re­
ligious message would be unconstitu­
tional, private religious speech on 
public grounds is not. 

In arguments before the Supreme 
Court, Michael Renner, arguing for 
Ohio officials, said unattended reli­
gious displays located near the seat of • 
government could lead the reasonable 
observer to infer state endorsement of 
a particular religion. 

The display in question was ac­
companied by a small sign identify-

ing the KKK as its sponsor, a distinc­
tion which elicited harsh questioning 
from Justice· Sandra Day O'Connor 
and, perhaps, tipped her hand on how 
she might vote. 

"I think your argument is so far­
fetched it is hard to bring it to the real 
world," she told the state's attorney at 
one point. She criticized the state for 
exceeding reasonable concerns of 
time, place and manner of displays, 
instead choosing to engage in "sup­
pression of speech." 

Justice David Souter pointed to the 
lower court's decision that "as long as 
the forum is public and the speech is 
private" then no establishment-clause 
violation occurs. 

"Why should we find a legaf error 
in that court's opinion?" he asked 

Renner argued that religious 
speech is treated differently by the 
First Amendment and therefore 
should be treated differently by the 
state to avoid breaching the wall sep­
arating the two. 

Justice Antonin Scalia asked Ren­
ner if state officials would not be 
equally concerned about the Nazi Par­
ty erecting a display that could be 
misconstrued as being supported by 
the government. Renner acknowl­
edged state officials would be con-

cerned about such association, but 
they would not have to concern them­
selves ~ith establishment-clause vio­
lations. 

Pressed by justices, Renner ac­
knowledged that a menorah display 
would be perceived as a religious 
symbol by reasonable observers, but 
he said that Ohio officials were oper­
ating under precedent established by 
the high court. He pointed to a 1989 
ruling that a display of a menorah next 
to a Christmas tree in front of a city­
county building did not convey en­
dorsement. 

Benson Wolman of Columbus, 
Ohio, argued the Klan's case. What is 
before the court, Wolman said, is a 
"quintessential public forum" that the 
state chose to confine because· it did 
noi like the speakers' views. 

Justice Clarence Thomas, who 
rarely speaks from the bench, asked 
whether the KKK cross had political 
rather than religious overtones. Even 
though the cross was not burning, 
Thomas suggested that figuratively 
speaking, many reasonable observers 
might see it afrre. 

If a burning cross carries more of a 
political message, how then could the 
religion clauses come into play? Tho­
mas queried. • 

Mormons to stop baptizing Holocaust victims 
NEW YORK (RNS)-Following Michel said his parents-both of 

an outcry from Jewish groups, the whom died at Auschwitz-a grand­
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day mother and several aunts, uncles and 
Saints has agreed to piµ-ge from its cQusins were among the Holocaust 
baptismal records the names of near- . victi1l_ls posthumously baptized. All 
ly 400;000 Holocaust victims who told, he said, about 380,000 Jewish 
have been posthumously baptized by Holocaust victims are known to have 
Mormons. been baptized by Mormons. 

.. The action follows months of dis- Proxy baptisms are a long-stand-
cussions between the Mormon church · ing practice among Mormons, who 
and Jewish officials. Ernest Michel, a _ believe that the baptisms can achieve 
Holocaust survivor and lead Jewish • salvation for those who died without 
representative in the talks, said April knowledge of the Morm9n gospel. 
28 in New York that he was "very, However, proxy baptisms are sup­
very pleased" by the outcome. posed to be limited to family mem-

• 'These people were killed because . -hers, and the Mormon church has of­
they were Jews, and for anybody to ficially opposed the baptizing of non-

, claim them as anything else is, I think; related Jewish Holocaust victims 
wrong,'1 said Michel, a founder of the since 1991. 
American Gathering of Jewish Holo- Those baptisms that have taken 
caust Survivors. place were performed by Mormons 

acting without church authorization. 
"For more than a century . . . the 

Church has taught that members of 
the Church have a solemn responsi­
bility to identify their deceased fore­
bears and to provide temple ordinanc­
es (baptisms) for them regardless of 
ethnic background and origin," said 
Elder Monte Brough, executive direc­
tor of the church's family history de­
partment. "However, in violation of 
Church policy, lists of Holocaust vic­
tims and other non-related groups and 
individuals have been submitted for 
temple ordinances." 

In an interview, Brough said the 
church agreement marked the first 
time names ever have been removed 
from the church list of those who have 
been baptized. The list contains about 
200 million names. 
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Dove Awards 
show growth 
of Christian 
music world 

' NASHVILLE (RNS)-As 
Christian musicians paraded to 
the podium in Nashville's Grand 
Old Opry House to claim Dove 
Awards April 27, they celebrat­
ed not only their artistry, but also 
the growing importance of c~n­
temporary religious music in 
mainstream markets. 

Christian music once was 
confined to stores specializing in 
Christian merchandise, but for 
the second year in a row, retail­
ers from Target and K-Mart to 
Musicland and Sam Goody 
hyped the Dove Awards with 
sales and special promotions. 

The Dove Awards show it­
self, broadcast live on the Fami­
ly Channel, no longer relies on · 
mainstream music stars like Glen 
Campbell or Marilyn McCoo as 
hosts. This year's celebrity em­
cees were Christian pop singers 
Steven Curtis Chapman and 
Twila Paris-who scooped up 
several of the awards them­
selves-along with CeCe Win­
ans, one half of the Bebe and 
CeCe Winans duo, and songwrit­
er Gary Chapman. 

Chapman, a Kentucky native, 
swept the most awards at this 
year's ceremonies. He received 
awards for songwriter of the 
year, male vocalist of the year, 
artist of the year and contempo­
rary song of the year. 

"In the past, we kind of felt 
we maybe needed a mainstream 
performer to bring in viewer­
ship," said Bruce Koblish, presi­
dent of the Nashville-based Gos­
pel Music Association. "We are 
really getting more comfortable _ . 
with who we are and realize peo­
ple who are out there really like 
and enjoy the music." 

Christian music industry ex­
ecutives hope the momentum 
will build. 

"We are 3.3 percent of the 
market right now, which is big­
ger than jazz and very close to 
classical, but if you go into a 
store, you'll typically see a huge 
jazz section and a quite large 
classical section and maybe a 
gospel music section that is a 
quarter or a tenth of that," Kob­
lish said. 

Koblish expects recent chang-
. es in reporting of Christian mu­

sic sales to enhance secular 
stores' appreciation of the indus­
try's viability. 

More than 250 Christian book 
stores-where 80 percent of 
Christian music is sold-are now 
using SoundScan, the electronic 
system that records sales of mu­
sic in stores across the country. 

• GMA and Billboard officials 
said it will give a clearer picture 
of the Christian • music industry, 
which ranges from traditional 
gospel and inspirational to heavy 
metal and rap. 

j 



FAMILY 
Daughter's death inspires father's hospital ministry 
Continued from page 1 
to believe in those moments that Mag­
gie would die, though they never 
stopped praying that she would be 
healed and restored to their family. 

Their awareness of Maggie's im­
pending death did not indicate "a lack 
of faith," he emphasized. "God gave 
us those days to be ready." 

Sarah McCullough surprised Mike 
by saying she wanted Maggie to be 
buried beside his mother near Bryan, 
Texas. "I know it doesn't matter, but 
I don't want her to be alone," was 
Sarah's reasoning. That was reason 
enough, the family agreed. 

On Wednesday, the "deepest, 
darkest part" of the week occurred as 
they were given 30 mi-nutes to decide 
whether to move Maggie to Califor­
nia for .a liver transplant. 

"Out of the middle of nowhere," 
Sarah, a medical technologist, "found 
the indication of brain damage" in 
reading M~ggie's chart. At that point, 
they were aware Maggie's death was 
a matter of time. 

Thursday night, exhausted, they 
left family members at Maggie's bed­
side and went home to their son, then 

' 6. 
"How do you deal with the dying 

and the living?" McCullough asked. 
"I had a 6-year-old son at home 
scared to death. We were trying to 
take care of him too." 

They retur.ned tQ _the h~sp_ital at 
5:30 a.m. Friday. Less than four hours 
later, "We were able to hand our girl 
back to the Lord," he said. 

In the weeks and months that fol­
lowed, the McCulloughs grieved to­
gether and separately. 

Sarah's deepest moments of pain 

were triggered by the clock or calen­
dar- anniversaries of the Sunday 
night when they left Maggie in a 
coma at the hospital, her birthday and 
other specific occasions. 

• Mike, on the other hand, just had 
dark days when the pain of missing 
Maggie was so intense he couldn't go 
to the office or, if at work, just sat at 
his desk. 

Knowing that eight of 10 marriag­
es end within two years after the death 
of a child, Mike and Sarah "made a 
deliberate choice that we wouldn't be 
part of that statistic," he said. "We 
worked hard to be open. We're extra 
patient." 

They expressed their gratitude to 
the medical personnel who cared for 
Maggie by placing a plaque saying 
thanks for "Nursing with Love" at the 
door of the ICU. 

They sought family counseling, 
receiving assurance they were doing 
the right things to move toward recov­
ery. They set up a foundation to pro­
vide funds to enable ministers to pay 
health insurance premiums for them­
selves and their families. 

Eight or nine months after Mag­
gie's death, McCullough began again 
to pray that God would show him a 
place of service where he could make 
a difference as a chaplain. He had first 
offered that prayer in the summer of 
1992 just after chaplaincy was added 
to his mission ministric;s portfolio. In 
addition to co0rdinatirig several min­
istries related to the Southern Baptist 
Home· Mission Board, he assists the 
state executive director and edits the 
monthly state convention paper, the 
Nevada Baptist. 

"I felt there was no way I was go-

ing to lead and work with chaplains 
and not be one," he recalled .. 

His prayer was answered when he 
returned to the children's ICU in No­
vember 1993, this time as a chaplain. 

"It's where I belong," Mc­
Cullough said. 'Tm comfortable 
there. If I'm not at home, I'd rather be 
there. I don't see Maggie there. I feel 
blessed about that." 

While he listens to, comforts, en­
courages. and prays with parents go­
ing through experiences similar to his 
own, McCullough is careful not to tell 
them he understands what they are 
going through. . 

"It's not my family. I don't have 
their history," he said. 

Child abuse cases are among the 
most difficult. His concern for the 
needs of parents who may have hurt 
their own children sometimes draws 
questions from medical personnel 
about how and why he can reach out 
to them. 

"I can't, except as God loves them 
through me," McCullough reflected. 
"Christ died on the cross as much for 
the parent who has hurt a child as he 
did for that child. I think that's the es­
sence of the gospel. We love because 
he first lbved us." 

While his . time at the hospital is 
more limited than he would like­
generally five to six hours a week­
he makes the most of the time he does 
have. 

On one recenl Sunday afternoon, 
he counseled a grandmother whose 

• son and daughter-in-law likely had 
abused an infant. He comforted a 
mother whose 5-year-old son lay 
close to death from an automobile ac­
cident. He talked with a hospital staff 

member with family problems. He 
reached out to the father of a critically 
ill child who pushed him away, say­
ing there is no God. 

"All last night and this morning 
I've been praying for that dad," Mc­
Cullough said. 

ICU director . Nancy Harland 
praised McCullough's ministry. "We 
as nurses don't have the ability to tru­
ly feel what the parents do. Mike 
does. Knowing he's coming makes us 
feel better because we know the fam­
ily truly will be cared for," she said. 

"We need as much as they (fami­
lies) do sometimes," said Becky Bun­
ker, day shift supervisor. ''.When 
Mike walks in, he knows if the nurses 
need help." 

McCullough said his way of 
reaching out to hospital staff has 
changed from his early days when he 
asked how they were feeling. Now he 
asks if there is anything in their lives 
he can pray about. 

"I think that has made a differ­
ence," he said. 

For the future, McCullough would 
like to make time to expand his min­
istry to the intensive care nursery 
where no chaplain presently is as­
signed. 

On the home front, Mike and Sa­
rah are proud of Jackson's progress 
in working through his own grief 
while expanding his interest in "crit­
ters," including two tarantulas and a 
snake. 

"In his mind Maggie was perfect," 
Sarah said. "He loves for us to tell 
Maggie stories, especially ones that 
show she was not perfect. . 

"And she wasn't perfect, but she 
was wonderful." 

Chaplain says spiritual foundation necessary -in crisis 
By Linda Lawson 
SBC Sunday School Board 

RENO. Nev. (BP}--When crises 
such as the critical oc chronic illness 
of a child come a parent's way, it's 
too late to develop the mature belief 
system needed to cope with the pain 
and grief of the situation, Mike Mc-
Cullough warns. • 

"We need to recognize that none 
of us is exempt from the evils of this 
world," notes McCullough, director 
of mission ministries for the Nevada 

Baptist Convention. "We need to live 
each day as if it were our last. Our 
faith has got to be growing and deep­
ening." 

McCullough · speaks from experi- • 
ence as a parent and a chaplain to par­
ents of critically ill children. His 9-
year-old daughter, Maggie, died in 
October 1992. Today, he serves as a 
chaplain in th,e sanie hospital inten­
sive care unit where Maggie died. 

·Recognizing the reality of crises in 
Christian families, the theme of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 1995 

PLANTOHEAR 

Diana S. Richmond Garland 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Christian Home Emphasis is "Fami­
lies Brider'·Pressure." The emphasis 
begins on Mother's Day, May 14, and 
continues through Father's Day, June 
19. 

To Christians, McCullough urges, 
"recognize the sovereignty of God 
-and that he is in control," even in cha~ 
otic and painful circumstances. 

Also, he suggests, "recognize and 
rely on some of God's promises." 

He and his wife, Sarah, found 
Isaiah 40:31 particularly helpful as 
they moved through the grief process: 

1995 SouthernBaptist Ministers' Wives Lwicheon 
June 20, 1995 • 12 noon 

Hyatt Regency Hotel, Atlanta 

Diana Garland, Gheens Professor of Christian Ministry and Director of the Gheens 
Center for Christian Family Ministry at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, will 
share from her wide range of experiences with family ministries. Garland has written 
many books including: Precious in His Sight: Welcoming all our Children. She and her 
husband, David, are the parents of two children. 

Music by the JUBALHEIRS, Church Music Department, Georgia Baptist Convention 

This luncheon is open to everyone. Tickets ordered by May 20 are $18 per person and may be obtained by sending 
a self-addressed, stamped envelop to Alice Marshall, 3509 Ridge Top Court, Louisville, KY 40241. -

"But those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and 
not be faint." 

Preparing for the inevitable crises 
of life also should include such prac­
tical, everyday matters as insurance, 
maintaining cars at a high safety level 
and giving advance thought and prep­
aration to the kinds of problems most 
likely to occur, such as the illness or 
death of an elderly family member. 

McCullough expressed gratitude 
for the health insurance he has 
through the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board that paid the $80,000 
hospital bill for Maggie's illness and 
also funded family counseling after 
her death. Out of a concern that other 
ministers don't always have health 
insurance provided, the McCulloughs 
established the MaggiP 'Srin Mc­
Cullough Insurance Me,I,,Jrial Fund 
through the Nevada Bapfot Founda­
tion to pay for health insurance pre­
miums for ministers needing this as­
sistance. 

In other areas related to 1 :r,v:i; of 
crisis, he urges: 

I Get as much rest as possible. 
I Eat regularly and avoid junk 

food. 
I Allow others to help-staying 

with the patient, helping out with chil­
dren at home, being available to listen 
or to pray with you. 

' .J'!"' 
Maggie McCullough 

Kentuckian 
featured 

The work of a 
Kentucky author is 
featured among 
recommended resources 
for this year's Christian 
Home Emphasis: 

John Lepper's book 
"When Crisis Comes 
Home" is one of two 

• books recommended for 
adult study this year by 

• the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 
Lepper, director of the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's family 
ministry department, 
wrote the book two 
years ago for Christian 
Home Emphasis. 
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KENTUCKY 
Recorder board keeps rates, approves policy 

LOUIS VILLE-Subscription 
rates for the Western Recorder will 
not incre.ase next year, according to a 
1995-96 budget approved by the pa­
per's trustee board April 25. • 

The $967,814 budget, for the fis­
cal year beginning Sept. I; is tighter 
than normal due to increases in post­
age and printing costs, explained Ed­
itor Marv Knox. But the paper's staff 
and trustees were determined to avoid 
a subscription rate increase if at all 
possible, he said. 

"We realize Kentucky Baptist 
churches are living on extremely tight 
budgets," Knox explained. "Signifi­
cant increases in postage rates this 
year will impact both churches and 
the Recorder, and we believe by keep­
ing our subscription rates steady we 
can offer churches an economical 
means of publishing their church 
newsletters through our church-page 
plan." 

Western Recorder subscription 
rates are $8.50 per person per year for 
church groups or $10.60 per year for 
an individual. 

In other action, the Recorder board 
adopted an expanded policy state­
ment on news and editorial content. 
The statement says: 

''The Western Recorder board of 
directors and staff affirm the positive 

Ollrmost 
• 

important 
classroom. 

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, we prepare students for 
real-world mmistry. A year-long internship under the guidance of both 
a clergy member and a committee of laypeople brings all the resources 
of the faith community to the learning process. It's another way we're 
reinventing theological education to serve the church of tomorrow. . o) 

. (_--j\('j'"'' 

Baptist Theological Serriruny at Richmond : 
A New Serriruny for Kentucky. /\ 

P.O. Box 9157 • Richmond, VA• 23227 • (804) 355-8135 
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role of a free and responsible press, 
based upon the highest principles of 
Christian ethics and responsible jour­
nalism, in providing readers with a 
free flow of information. Further­
more, for the health and well-being of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, the 
Western Recorder board of directors 
calls upon the editor and staff to ac­
cept these freedoms responsibly. 

''The responsibility for preserving 
and protecting the Western Record­
er's editorial vision and freedom rest 
with the board of directors, through 
the print committee, and the editor, in 
cooperation with the staff. Those re­
sponsibilities are as follows: 

"The print committee shall deal 
with all printed matter appearing in 
the Western Recorder with the excep­
tion of the editorials. The editorials of 
the Western Recorder are to the edi­
tor as the sermon is to the pastor. 
Therefore, no committee, not even the 
board of directors itself, shall have 
authority over the editorials. The print 
committee shall consult with the staff 

and evaluate all news, features, adver­
tisements and other printed matter. It 
shall make recommendations to the 
board as appropriate. 

"The daily and weekly decisions 
regarding the preparation and presen-

' tation of editorials, news, features, 
photographs, topics and other content 
are the responsibility of the editor and 
the staff. Those decisions shall be 
made in a climate of responsible free­
dom and shall not be subject to prior 
restriction, authorization or censor­
ship. The editor and staff shall be free 
to select, and shall be expected to se­
lect, content from a full range of news 
providers, including but not limited to 
Associated Baptist Press, Baptist 
Press, Evangelical Press Service and 
Religion News Service. They also 
shall be free to contact, and shall be 
expected to contact, a full range of 
sources for the preparation of their 
own articles. The content shall in­
clude feature articles, news articles 
and investigative articles as appropri­
ate." 

Church Buses 
New& Used 

(We take trade-ins) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales,lnc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
( 12- to 3 7-passenger) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 370-6180 
1 (615) 371-6180 

"I was a 
stranger and 
you took me in." 

,•,- · _:.-··-:-->,;, r .-:: 

~lf . r~.-c 
~ ;,,'"'ti:,:;., 

. ,.· '..$ '· '"· 

Matthew 25:35 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children needs 
foster parents to care for children who have 

been abused and neglected. Training, ongoing 
support and a stipend are provided. 

Call the office nearest you 
for more information! 

Central Kentucky -
Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky -
Western Kentucky -

(502) 568-9115 
(606) 478-3200 
(606) 577:1008 
(502) 825-2191 

~ 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children KBHC 



KENTUCKY 
Campbellsville event looks at 
'new church on the horizon' 
By Marc Whitt 
Campbellsville College 

CAMPBELLSVILLE-Rather 
than keeping dead things alive, 
churches that will survive in the fu­
ture must put energy into new vi­
sions, participants in an April 27 con­
ference at Campbellsville College 
were told. 

"The new church on the horizon 
isn't about holding on to the old 
church forms due to insecurity, but 
risking flexible structures that intro­
duce people to Jesus, that heal their 
lives and that develop their faith,'.' 
said Ted Taylor, assistant professor 
of Christian studies. 

Taylor organized the one-day 
conference, "The New Church on the 
Horizon," which attracted about 30 
ministers. 

'The new church doesn't worry 
about keeping dead things alive, but 
rather puts all of its energies into a 
vision of new life," Taylor contins 
ued. ''The new church on the horizon 
is more interested in ministering to 
the needs of people than managing 
the church." 

Taylor also suggested the "new 
church on the horizon" will: 

I Realize the best time to gather at 
the church "is when we can reach the 
most people." 

I Have ministers of integrity who 

are "more interested in being faithful 
to God than pleasing church leaders 
to keep their job." 

I Equip laity for ministry and give 
laity permission to perform ministry. 

I Seek to meet needs by ministry 
in the marketplace. 

Southern Baptist churches face a 
monumental challenge as the turn of 
the century looms, Taylor said. 
Among those challenges, he cited 
"salad bar, make-it-up-however-you­
would-like-it-to-be religion," the su­
perficiality of American religious 
life, decreases in institutional loyalty 
and the need to restart plateaued and 
declining churches. 

''The challenge of the 1990s will 
be for Southern Baptist churches to 
prove their worth in a modern world 
and to earn a place of respect in 
American society," he declared. 

"It is critical for effective religious 
educators and ministers to be aware 
of the trends in our world and to ad­
dress them in practical, relevant, gos­
pel-directed ways," Taylor said. "As 
one observer has noted, failure to do 
so will leave the church 'defenseless 
against deterioration."' 

Also speaking at the conference 
were Dan Hunt, pastor of Elk Horn 
Baptist Church in Campbellsville, 
and David Henderson, minister of 
education and administration at 
Campbellsville Baptist Church. 

INSPIRATIONAL TRAVEL 1995 
Escorted by Rev. John Adkerson and 

other experienced hosts 
Tour HL #50 Holy Land & Brussels • June 12 

Opt. extn. to Europe. Only $1,995 
Tour EU #28 8 Days-Best of Europe, Switzerland, 

Austria, Germany, Rhine Cruise, France and Belgium 
June 18. Only $1,395. 

Tour SP #5 Australia/New Zealand • 16 Days-Sept. 21 
$3,195. 

Tour CH #6 China/Hong Kong/Tokyo• 17 Days 
Tour HL #51 Holidays in the Holy Land and Brussels 

9 Days-Dec. 26. Compare at $1,995. 

Please let me know of any credit or balance due. 

John Adkerson 
Hosted 84 tours to 67 
countries worldwide. 

You can't beat Experience! 

Pastors: Call for TOUR HOST information. Early-Bird Discounts! 

Contact: John Adkerson, PO Box 451174 
Atlanta, GA 30345 • (404) 414-1950 • 800-516-3318 

"There is no longer Jew (!r
0

Gr~,¢.~J.l!t.hfri:i~ no longer sl~ve or free, 
there is no longer male and /e.mal~ff~@ll o/j,ou are one in Christ Jesus." 

'{,Ga(tfi~;J:28.' 

• Celebrating the diversity MtM °i:3ody of Christ 
• Up to 100% tuition grant for all first-degree Masters students 

based on need 
• Excellence in biblical, theological, and practical disciplines 

preparing you for ministry 

Contact the Office of Admissions • Louisville Seminary • 1044 Alta Vista Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 • (502) 895-3411 or toll-free (800) 264-1839 

Be a Part of Helping 
Patients and Families 

in Need Through 
Baptist Healthcare Foundation's 

Mother's Day • 
Sunday School Charity Fund 

An important Kentucky Baptist tradition is the Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund, received each Mother's 
Day in Baptist churches across Kentucky. 

This offering helps provide assistance to 
patients and families experiencing fman­
cial crisis because of medical expenses . 

You can make a difference in the lives of 
patients and families experiencing some 
of life's greatest challenges. 

Support the Mother's Day Sunday School 
Charity Fund through your local Baptist 
church or complete the form below and 
mail it to Baptist Healthcare Foundation, 
4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, KY 40207. 

You may consider making a gift in honor 
of (or in memory of) you mother. 

...., 

roy~~~~u~clp~~tt;~ts~dfulcil;~~~~~~¢J--, 
hospitals. Enclosed is my gift to support this year's Mother's Day 
Sunday School Charity Fund: • 
D $100 D $50 D $25 D other ___ _ 
This gift is in honor (or in memory) of: 

YourNaI!le 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone !please _include area code) 

Thank You. 
L--~-------------------~--------J 

MothR~'s Day Sunday School Charity Fund Offering 
May 14, 1995 

-·----
BAPf.lSf HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION 

4007 Kresge Way, Louisville, Ky 40207 

(502) 896-5003 or toll free 1-(800) 224-4740 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention partnerships 

with Baptists in Russia 
and Utah/Idaho. 
■ Russian home 

missionaries who need 
ongoing financial 

support. 
■ Russian Baptist 

pastors as they prepare 
for Kentucky volunteers 
who will work with their 
churches this summer. 
■ The KBC partnership 
office staff as they seek 

to staff medical teams to 
go to Russia this 
summer and fall. 

■ More eyeglasses 
needed to meet the 

requests from medical 
teams that will go to 

Russia this year. 
■ Construction and 

repair teams that will 
work in Utah/Idaho this 

summer. 

- ,.,--. ... k 
.... 't\'.J 

Work program awards 
On April 21 we had a very special chapel pro­

gram, our annual work program awards. 
At Oneida every student is expected to work. 

Those who do not join a sport or other co-curric­
ular activity. must have a job in the work program. 
They typically work one and one-half hours each 
day. Jobs include such things as farming, kitchen 
help, yard work, cleaning the dorms and school 
buildings. Since this is an important part of Onei­
da, we pause once a year to honor those who have 
made achievements in work. 

Dean Judy Lawson gave awards to our young­
er boys. She admonished her listeners, 
"Let everything you do be to the glory 
of God. If you're a trash compound 
worker, be the best worker you can 
be." She gave out 20 "good worker" 
awards and 13 "outstanding worker" 
awards. 

Lawson also honored Chris Wad­
dle, John Wheeler and Rob Hubbard 
as "most improved" in behavior, atti­
tude, and/or maturity. 

Dean Michael Gibson gave certifi­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

THANKS FOR SERVICE C.A. Easterling 
(right) receives a memento from Jim Will­
iams, president of the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, at an April 22 
banquet for Brotherhood Commission 
trustees. Easterling, who lives in Somer­
set, concluded eight years of service on the 
commission. Also shown in the photo is 
Donley Brown, .trustee chairman. {BP pho­
to by David Nester) 

Dean Gary Garrett presented certificates to our 
older boys for "most improved." He reminded 
students, "A lot of times you think we don't no­
tice improvements you make in the dorms, but I 
assure you it doesn't go unnoticed." He gave 
awards to the following boys: Jerry Bell, Robert 
Betz, Brian Caldwell, Phongthysat Chaisitiphol, 
James Chisolm, Shane Ellison, Fassil Ford, Phil­
ip Ginter, David Hambaugh, Jim Isaacs, Jason 
Kasley, Ermias Kidanemariam, Josh Kotarski, 
Jerimy Leslie, Billy McGee, Wes Miller, Alex 
Prokopich, Brad Redden, Steve Sanna, Chris 

Smith, Steve Thames and Jeremy 
Walls. 

Dean B.J. White awarded boys 
from 15 rooms for "cleanest room." 

Dean of Boys Harold Underwood 
gave "good worker" awards to 19 
boys, and "outstanding worker" 
awards to 19 others. 

Daniel Nichols, work program su­
pervisor, gave 11 -boys "outstanding 
worker'' certificates. He made special 
note of two who work in our shop: 

cates to boys in two rooms for "clean- W.F. Underwood 
est room" awards. 

Shane Joseph and Mati Safi. _ 
Assistant Work Program Supervi­

sor Greg Peters gave awards to 13 
"good workers" and 13 more "outstiinding work­
ers." 

Our Dean of Girls, Susie Garrett, 
awarded girls for work achievements. Thirty girls 
accepted "good worker" awards, including Tasha 
Stamper, the only girl who has to report to her job 
at 5 a.m. Fifteen girls took "outstanding worker" 
honors. Garrett also gave "outstanding worker" 
certificates to Anna Decker and Destini Smith. 
Both of these girls.have other jobs, but are always 
willing to give extra help in the dorm. 

Girls from four rooms earned "cleanest room" 
awards. These girls were named "most im­
proved:-"--:Jennifer Wright, Holly Warner, Heather 
Walker, Sahara VanHeck, Tasha Stamper, 
Meskerem Samuel, Navaphan Kerdnoom, Dee­
Ann Homer, Joy Cannick and Sherri Roberts. 

Farm manager Jack Tillman praised our farm 
crews; "They work at a level of intensity greater 
than anyone else on campus. They learn skills 
most of you will probably never achieve." He 
awarded nine "outstanding workers." One was 
senior Ben Callandt. Tillman noted "If I were 
going to have a 'Farm Crew Hall of Fame,' cer­
tainly I'd have_ to add the name 'Ben Callandt. "' 

Congratulations to all who excelled! 
Written by Denise Spencer, publications. 
W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 

Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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1ns1 OMEGA 
SERVICES 

ELIZABETHTOWN, KY 

For Your 
TAPE 

0 0 J Ministry 
~ Needs 

.~ .. ~ . - -.•:.;:..-- ~.., - , j_l_ {~1;il'J1•~•1 ,~•_J"· 

- 1-soo-s45.·4793 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

RIDE: Needin6 .de from Louis­
ville to Ridgecrest Music Week late 
6/10 or early 6/11, call (502) 753-
5452. 

NEEDED: Small church is in 
need of donated church van. Call 
(606) 325-1426. 

SEEKING: Part-time pianist/key­
boardist to accompany in Wednesday 
evening rehearsals from 6:15 p.m. to 
8 p.m., and in Sunday morning 
"Praise and Worship Service." Salary 
negotiable. If interested please call 
Carol at First Baptist Church of Pros­
pect, (502) 228-3287. 

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in­
clude live-in and hourly care, person­
al care, meals, housekeeping, com­
panionship. Free in-home assess­
ment; insured and bonded. Call 24 
hours, (502) 499-7777. 

SEEKING: Music teacher/band 
director. For more information, con­
tact Dr. W.F. "Bud" Underwood, 
Oneida Baptist Institute, (606) 847-
4111, ext. 202. 

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil­
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan. 
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis­
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call 
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro­
chure and more information (502) 
247-8331. Experience you can trust! 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music for exciting, fast-growing, mid­
sized church. Resume or call should 
be·addressed to, FB0, P.Oi;Box 339, , 
Belfry, KY 41514; (606) 353-4645. 

Here's Hope in Oklahoma City 
Peggy Holland as Mary sang 

two solos in the Easter cantata at 
Knob Hill Baptist Church in Okla­
homa City. One scene showed 
Jesus taken from the cross and laid 
in her arms. Pastor Rick Goodman, 
a 1978 alumnus, said, "She is now 
in the arms of Jesus." Peggy was an 
Army recruiter who died in the 
bombing of the Oklahoma City 
Federal Building. 

''This has been a tragic situation, 

tended and many people have come 
to know Christ." 

1970 graduate Paul Salyer is 
pastor to Chris Fields, the young 
fireman photographed with an in-

• jured child cradled in his arms. 
'This has been rough on everyone. 
There is much counseling and vis­
iting to do. We won't know the re­
sults for a long time," Salyer said. 

Grand Boulevard pastor Ted 
Wilson, 1983 alumnus, also is vol­

but it has really pulled 
people together. We 
have seen God work. A 
local television • crew 
came to the church to do 
a story about Peggy and 
used the video of her 
Easter solo. It was a 
powerful witness to the 
community," Goodman 
said. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

On Sunday morning, 
following the bombing, Bill Whittaker 
the church had a memo-

unteer chaplain for the 
city fire department. He 
pulled a muscle helping 
remove bodies from the 
wreckage. He expressed 
appreciation for the 
chaplains from other 
states who came to help. 
One of those was Lex­
ington fire department 
chaplain Stewart Daw­
son, a 1991 graduate of 
Clear Creek. 

A month ago, grief 
rial and prayer service. 
A member who worked for the wa­
ter resources department across the 
street from the federal building 
gave a 'testimony. "We remem­
bered those who died, and prayed 
for families. God used the experi­
ence to minister to so many people. 
The church was packed that morn­
ing." Their "Here's Hope. Share 
Jesus Now" revival was scheduled 
to begin that day. "We decided to 
continue with the revival. The 
evangelist came on Sunday 
evening. Tremendous crowds at-

recovery specialist Bob 
Willis, a 1982 graduate, scheduled 
two grief seminars to be gin in May. 
Bob also announced his resignation 
as pastor to devote full time to grief 
recovery ministry. 

"I am thankful that when some­
thing like this happens, our prepa­
ration and experience can be used 
to share Christ's love and impart 
hope to the hurting," Rick Good­
man affirmed. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear _ 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 
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Innovation keeps Caribbean Baptist work flowing 
By David Winfrey 
SBC Home Mission Board 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (BP)­
Southern Baptists' work through the 
Home Mission Board's Caribbean of­
fice is as fluid as the water that sur­
rounds Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is­
lands, said office director Eliu Carna­
cho-Vazquez. 

One day in March, the denomina­
tion had 81 churches, missions and 
preaching points on those islands, al­
though Camacho noted it could grow 
or shrink by week' s end. 

"That changes every day," he said, 
looking at a map of the area. "If a 
church does not develop and we don' t 
see the potential, we don't hesitate to 
close it and start something else in 
another place." 

Camacho doesn't wish to sound 
harsh, but he said such actions are 
necessary to be proper stewards of 
resources needed elsewhere on the is­
lands. 

The office has a goal of constitut­
ing seven churches and 10 missions 
each year on its way to establishing a 
Baptist fellowship and eventually a 
state Baptist convention, Camacho 
said. 

In the meantime, the HMB office 
acts as a central location for denomi­
national work in the region. 

Southern Baptist work on the is­
lands is:unique fi;om anywhere.~ls!; -! 
because it must be adapted to reach a • 
culture that combines the back­
grounds of Hispanics, native Ameri­
cans, African-Americans and Anglos, 
he said. 

"A blend has resulted," Camacho 
said. "What we have to do to reach 
the person is appeal to their needs and 
emotions and create a form of wor­
ship that is in keeping with that cul­
ture." 

Interim Evangelism Director Ivan 
Rosario agreed. "We have to study 

what works here," he said, adding 
many materials first must be translat­
ed from English and then adapted to 
the culture. "We have to develop our 
own manual for soul-winning." 

Because Caribbean residents read 
less than most Americans, Christians 
on the islands have developed a more 
visual tract that teaches the gospel 
through one verse- Romans 6:23-
instead of a host of verses. 

"Most of the people don't have the 
discipline to memorize," Rosario said. 
'They say, 'I can't do it,' and they're 
gone." 

Camacho touts the work being 
done outside the church walls. 'The 
main driving force we have as South­
ern Baptists here is innovative minis­
tries," he said. "We present the same 
gospel in a variety of ways." 

One of those unique efforts was 
the Christian circus staged last sum­
mer with the help ofUS-2 missionary 
Eugene Adorno. 

Attendance reached 2,400 for the 
circus, which included clowns, music 
and performances with .Christian 
themes. The _three-day event was pre­
ceded by 15 days of evangelism in the 
community. As a result, 200 people 
accepted Christ as Savior and a new 
church was started. 

Rosario helps churches cooperate 
through "invasions," in which mem­
bers from several churches penetrate 
tlJe cQmmunity ofone church sharing : 
the gospei: ., C, ' c (l ~. ,-. : 

Some evangelism strategies are as 
simple as taking the gospel to the 
beach, Adorno said. He recounted the 
story of one woman who accepted 
Christ at the beach because a witness­
ing team visited at just the proper 
time. 

"She said, 'You know something? 
I was talking with God. I said, "God, 
if you really are God, show me how." 
When I asked. that of God, you came 
here to talk to me."' 

Baptists help Caribbean's deaf 'hear' gospel for first time 
By David Winfrey 
SBC Home Mission Board 

SAN JUAN, P.R. (BP)-On an is­
land where the deaf population is 30 
times larger than the average deaf 
population in American cities of com­
parable size, David and Martha 
Mitchell help Puerto Rico's deaf resi­
dents learn about Christ and live more 
meaningful lives. 

''To understand the basic need of a 
deaf person is to understand that what 
they need is communication- not 
sympathy," says Mitchell, 52, who 
lost 95 percent of his hearing less than 
three years after entering the pastor­
ate. "If we are to win them, we must 
learn their language." 

The two serve as Mission Service 
Corps volunteers through the South­
ern Baptist Home Mission Board, and 

• for 10 years they have taken commu­
nication skills and the gospel to Puer­
to Rico's deaf population-estimated 
at more than 127,000. 

"We can only assume the reason 
(the number is so high) is the lack of 
medical attention and heredity," 
Mitchell says. "It's not uncommon to 
find whole families who are deaf." 

Also common are stories of isola~ 
tion or over~protection by hearing 
family members ill-equipped to care 
for a deaf son or daughter, Mitchell 
says. "Some are held in their homes 
as prisoners, unable to get out and 
make decisions for themselves." 

They tell one story of a married 
deaf woman with three children who 
learned she could not have another 
baby after her father ordered the doc­
tor to tie her fallopian tubes .. 

"We continue to strive to get 
around the barriers and the stigmas 
here," Mitchell says. "Many of the 
people love these deaf people but 
don't know what to do with the dilem­
ma that they find themselves in.''. 

Mitchell estimates less than 10 
percent of hearing families with deaf 
children will learn to communicate 
via sign language. 

"The family is forever geiing 
through a stage of shock, trying to 
teach their child to be normal by 
teaching them to read lips or teaching 
them to talk," he says. 'That's why 
when someone comes who knows · 
their language there's a big smile 
upon their face." 

Often, the Mitchells have to start 

from ground zero. "Some don't even 
know their name or their age, and 
they're n,ot mentally retarded or stu-

. pid. They simply haven't been taught. 
"It's difficult. It's tedious. It's 

long. Show a picture, teach a sign. 
Show a picture, teach a sign." 

While teaching sign language, the 
Mitchells use Bible stories to help stu­
dents learn to communicate and learn 
about the love of Christ. 

"Many don't know about God. 
Some have even gone to church with 
members of their family. They have 
seen various members of their church 

• walk down the aisle- get saved-but 
they didn't know what that was," 
Mitchell says. 

"Testimony after test1mony of 
deaf people is pretty much the same. 
'I knew something was happening, 
but nobody would tell me. But then a 
person came with my language and 
they told me,"' he says. "Through the 
process of teaching them they learn 
the story ( of Jesus) that way. Then 
they say, 'Yes, I want Christ as my 
Savior.'" 

There are currently nine Southern 
Baptist deaf churches and missions in 
Puerto Rico, with a new start sched-

uled soon for St. Croix, Virgin Is­
lands. Southern Baptists reach out to 
250-350 deaf people on a weekly ba­
sis. 

In the 10 years they have been 
serving there, the Mitchells have seen 
about 275 people accept Christ as 
Savior and 110 baptized. • 

As volunteers, the Mitchells' 
needs are many. Their constant needs . 
include old hearing ai~working or 
not-hearing aid batteries; Bible sto­
ry pictures for visual lessons and good 
transportation. . 

"One of our vans has well over 
325,000 miles on it. It's been hit so 
many times that you can't open the 
side door,'' he says. "We've got to 
have some replacements or deaf peo­
ple will have to stay home from 
church. It just comes down to that." 

They would also like to create a 
video sign language version of the 
Bible. "For that we need a video tech­
nician and the equipment,' ' he ex­
plained. 

Their biggest goal now is estab­
lishing a school for deaf people. 
Mitchell estimates 95 percent of deaf 
people he meets have no reading or 
writing skills. 

CHANGING MINISTRIES 
Ivan Rosario (above), evan­
gelism director for Baptists 
in the Caribbean, rarely 
gives advice the first time 
pastors who ask him how 
to grow their churches. "I 
tell them, 'I don't know. 
What's God telling you to 

I do?"' Eliu Camacho-Vazqu­
ez (left), director of the 
Home Mission Board's Car­
ibbean office, guides Bap­
tist work in the area in an 
ever-changing environ­
ment. ''The main driving 
force we have as Southern 
Baptists here is innovative 
ministries, "he said. (BP 
photos by David Winfrey) 

David Mitchell 
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Have I told you al:,out the kids lately? 
If you haven't heard about the kids at Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children lately, we'd love to come share the 

exciting ways in which God is working in young l~ves ! Our Speakers Bureau has talented speakers who can 
share about the overall children's ministry or about individual programs like Family Foster Care, Cornerstone 

Counseling, First Step Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption, and any of the campus programs. · 

Getting a speaker is easy. Just call us at the number below. There's never any charge and speakers are available 
for church· services, small group meetings, mission fairs, children's events, and other activities. 

For more information or to schedule a speaker, call us at:_ 
- • , 

1-800-456-1386 
. or (502) 245-2101 

I 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY 40243 
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