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Lottie trademark

The Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board
has attempted to
trademark the name
“Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering,” a move that
has drawn criticism from
Woman’s Missionary
Union officials, who had
not been consulted.
See page 2.

Disaster relief

Kentucky Brotherhood
swung into action last
week to provide disaster
relief ministries in the
wake of damaging winds
and rain across the state.
See page 3.

Editorial

The Foreign Mission
Board’s application to
trademark the name
“Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering” demonstrates
something has changed
between the FMB and
Woman’s Missionary
Union: Trust has

crumbled. See page 5. -

New ‘Contract’ unveiled
The Christian Coalition
has unveiled a “Contract
with the American
Family,” a political
agenda that has drawn
both praise and criticism
from religious leaders.
See page 6.
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PARADISE LOST The vast majority of Ha-
waii’s residents claim no personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, and reaching them
with the gospel requires overcoming sev-
eral strong cultural and economic barriers.
Missionary pastor Jerry Sulliban (inset)
stands in the Kappa library, where his
church rents meeting space to hold wor-
ship services. Due to high land prices,
many churches in Hawaii cannot afford
property. (BP photos by David Winfrey)

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

HONOLULU (BP)—Contrary to
popular belief, Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries in Hawaii don’t greet each
beautiful ocean sunrise as the begin-
ning of another day in paradise.

Baptist work in the Hawaiian is-
lands is diverse, challenging and of-
ten misunderstood, missionaries ex-
plain. In fact, it’s hard work.

“We’d probably get 15 to 20 let-
ters a month from people saying they
felt called to Hawaii without any un-
derstanding of what all that means,”
said Veryl Henderson, who recently
moved back to the mainland after 26
years in Baptist work on the islands.
Henderson most recently was state
missions director for the Hawaii Bap-

Ministry in Hawaii hard work
more than a life in paradise

tist Convention; now he holds a simi-
lar post with the Colorado Baptist
Convention.

“It’s hard to explain to a person the
different factors,” he said, listing Ha-
waii’s high cost of living, cultural di-
versity and religious pluralism.

“The first year is very traumatic,”
Henderson added. “Once you get past
the honeymoon stage of living in a
nice place, then living in Honolulu is
just like living in any other big city. It
has all the human social problems of
any other city.”

And the high cost of both moving
to and living in America’s 50th state
makes missions work there even
more taxing, he said. The median
price for a basic three-bedroom, two-
bath house is $356,000. Land often
0O See Hawaiian ministry ..., page 10

Reproducing
music can
stain image
of a church

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

Churches could end up singing the
blues if they keep their photocopy
machines humming with illegally
copied music.

What’s more, violating copyright
laws may hit a sour note for church-
es’ reputation and witness in their
communities, Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention leaders warn.

“As I visit around the state, I see a
lot of violations,” said Jim Cordell,
KBC church music director. In some
cases, he said, entire music libraries
have been created from photocopied
music—a blatant violation of federal
copyright laws.

In other cases, however, churches
may be violating the rules in less ob-
vious ways.

With the increase in worship re-
sources and in visual appeal, more
contemporary churches display lyrics
of praise choruses on large screens,
while bulletins of many traditional
and liturgical services often include
written prayers and alternate music
texts, or words to choral anthems to
reinforce the choir’s message, Cord-
ell said. ¥

Such changes can be posmve but
they also create copyright hazards if
not handled correctly, he noted.

One religious body discovered just
how high the price can be for violat-
ing copyright laws.

A lawsuit against a Catholic bish-
op in Chicago in 1976 set the prece-
dent for dealing with copyright in-
fringements by churches. The church
had to pay almost $200,000 because
of using photocopied or typewritten
lyrics of the copyrighted songs of oth-
ers.

0 See Making illegal copies ..., page 12

‘Queen of Division Street’ lives the gospel among prostitutes

ARLINGTON, Texas (ABP)—
Ever since she was a little girl and
her grandmother gave her a story-
book about the Old Testament char-
acter Queen Esther, Bettye Baker
wanted to be a queen.

She finally has gotten her wish.

Baker is known as the “Queen of
Division Street” to the prostitutes,
homeless women and children she
ministers to seven days a week
through Mission Arlington, a non-
profit organization affiliated with
First Baptist Church of Arlington,
Texas. 7 '

“I never thought I'd get to be a
‘queen like this, but I wear the title
proudly,” Baker said.

_ She conducts luncheons and Bi-
ble studies throughout the week for
the women of Division Street, also

providing care for their children.
Most of her work centers around
getting to know the women person-
ally so she can discover and attempt
to meet their needs.

“I pray for the Lord to send me
all of the women in crisis on Divi-
sion Street,” Baker said.

Baker’s work on Division Street
began a year and a half ago when
the Arlington police chief contacted
Tillie Burgin, organizer of Mission
Arlington. Police in Fort Worth had
cracked down on prostitutes, so
many moved their business to near-
by Arlington. Arlington police ap-
pealed to Burgin for help in clean-
ing up the new red-light district.

In the fall of 1993, police ran sev-
en sting operations on Division
Street with 40 to 45 prostitutes ar-

rested each time, Baker said. Since
Baker began her work in the neigh-
borhood in August 1993, there have
been no more sting operations and
crime has been reduced.

Before being asked to help with
the work, Baker said she never had
noticed the need that existed on Di-
vision Street. -

“I didn’t realize (prostitution)
was real in Arlington,” she said. “I
had never seen it because I hadn’t
looked. I was too busy getting to
church.”

As a pastor’s wife, she had
worked in every facet of church life.
But she had never seen such needs
beyond the walls of the church.

When Baker finally saw this
need, however, she responded.

Burgin asked Baker if she had

Q See ‘Queen of Division ...

any ideas of how to go about reach-

ing the women of Division Street for
Christ. Baker suggested a ladies’

luncheon since most of the women

on Division Street live in motel

rooms and have no way to cook hot-
meals.

But Baker asked for a couple of
days to pray and think about jump-
ing into the new work, wondering
what she had to offer that would
make her effective in such a minis-

During those two days, she said,
God brought to her mind Ezekiel
22:30 which says, “And I looked for
a man who would stand in the gap
for me.”

“That was God talking to me. It
went through my mind two days and
, page 13
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BAPTIST BITS

M The Annuity Board
will not increase rates for
its medical insurance
plans this year,
according to Joel Mathis,
senior vice president of
the agency’s insurance
services division. This is
the third year for stable
rates in the insurance
program.

B Resolutions to be
recommended for
consideration at this
year's Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting should be sent
in advance, if possible,
to the resolutions
committee. Proposed
resolutions should be
mailed to Convention
Relations, SBC Executive
Committee, 901
Commerce St., Nashville,
Tenn. 37203 or faxed to
(615) 742-8919.

M Training sessions for
Crossover Atlanta
volunteers will be Friday,
June 16. Crossover
Atlanta is an evangelistic
blitz to precede this
year’s annual meeting of
the Southern Baptist
Convention. For
information about how
to participate, call (404)
936-5233.

FMB seeks to trademark Lottie Moon Offering name

RICHMOND, Va.—Ten months
ago, the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board quietly filed a claim to
trademark the name “Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering,” a move that
alarmed Woman’s Missionary Union
officials when they accidentally dis-
covered it May 11.

Amid a firestorm of protest, FMB
officials announced May 18 they
were putting their trademark request
on hold to allow discussions with
WMU.

In the current context of -a pro-
posed restructuring of Southern Bap-
tist Convention agencies, WMU offi-
cials interpreted the FMB action as
further evidence of a systematic plan
to unseat them from the SBC table.
The restructuring proposal virtually
ignores WMU and assigns most of its
traditional roles to other agencies.

Numerous supporters of WMU
have charged the restructuring pro-
posal ignores WMU as punishment
for WMU remaining an auxiliary to
the SBC and thus preventing the
SBC’s new conservative leadership
from taking control of WMU'’s board.
The architects of the restructuring
plan—seven white males—have de-
nied this charge, saying they merely
are respecting WMU'’s request to re-
main autonomous and therefore can-
not give WMU any assignments.

Among the restructuring proposals
that have drawn the most scrutiny:
Giving the FMB primary responsbili-
ty for promoting the Lottie Moon Of-
fering, which WMU created and has
collected on behalf of the FMB for
107 years. The annual offering raises
more than half the FMB’s annual op-
erating budget.

At the time the restructuring pro-
posal ‘was announced in February,
FMB President Jerry Rankin was
quick to say that despite the proposed
changes, the FMB would continue to
work with WMU in the same way as
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before. He never mentioned that in
July 1994—seven months earlier—
the FMB had filed a request with the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to
trademark the Lottie Moon Offering
name without informing WMU. .

WMU learned of the trademark
application May: 11 after a routine
computer database search by a WMU
attorney in Virginia turned up the
pending application.

Earlene Jessee, executive director
of Virginia WMU, questioned these
apparently contradictory actions.
“When the FMB is telling WMU that
they are still partners in missions, why
did they not inform them of this im-
portant action?” she asked.

In a statement released May 16,
Dellanna O’Brien, WMU executive
director, said she was “surprised and
disappointed” by the revelation. “Our
attorneys are investigating to see what
legal grounds we have” in relation to
the Lottie Moon name, she added.

Rankin said the application for
trademark status has nothing to do
with the proposed restructuring but is
intended only to protect the name
from unauthorized use. Some South-
ern Baptist churches have raised mon-
ey under the name “Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering” but sent re-
ceipts elsewhere, he said.

He did not cite examples of
churches that have misused the offer-
ing. But he said that could refer to
churches that use the Lottie Moon
Offering name to raise money for
both the FMB and the rival Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship or it could re-
fer to “megachurches” that attach Lot-
tie Moon’s name to a once-a-year uni-
fied missions offering that funds the
FMB and independent non-SBC mis-
sionaries.

“A church has a right to send
funds anywhere it wants ... but funds
for the Lottie Moon Offering are le-
gally for the Foreign Mission

Board,” Rankin said.

No one, apparently, disputes’ that
the FMB has the legal right to funds
collected for the offering. WMU nev-
er has indicated a desire to channel
Lottie Moon funds anywhere but to
the FMB.

But questions about other issues,
such as the right to promote the offer-
ing in churches or use the offering’s
name in promotional literature, are
less clear.

WMU claims at least an “emotion-
al” ownership in the offering, of
which some observers say they will
be deprived when the restructuring
proposal cuts them out of any official
role in promoting the offering.

The offering was started by WMU
in 1888. WMU set offering alloca-
tions until 1956, when the auxiliary’s
leaders announced they would take
only an advisory role in determining
expenditures, with final approval by
the FMB. WMU leaders also deter-
mined at that time to make it a church-
wide offering and invite men to con-
tribute. Previously, it had been con-
sidered exclusively a WMU offering.

Rankin said there was nothing se-
cretive about the application, but “it
didn’t occur to us” to discuss it with
WMU or anyone else. “There was no
intent to withhold information from
WMU or anyone else,” he said.

He added: “There is no effort on
the part of the Foreign Mission Board
to seize ownership of the Lottie Moon
name. We have simply sought to reg-
ister the name of the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering, not the name
Lottie Moon. ... It’s really unfortunate
for some to interpret this as an effort
to betray WMU or that it has any-
thing to do with discussion in the
Southern Baptist Convention over
the WMU'’s role in promoting the
offering. That is simply not true.”

The U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office was scheduled to publish the

Restructuring committee won’t add WMU

Annie Armstrong |

home missions to the SBC’s two,‘.
issions boards rather than to
U, which started both offerings
has been the driving force be-
‘ to the comrmttee S recommcnda-

ind them

FMB’s application on May 26. The
publication is routinely followed by
30-day comment period in which the
application can be challenged.

However, one week after the ap-
plication was discovered and made
public by WMU, Rankin announced
the FMB was placing its request on
hold.

In a May 18 statement, Rankin
said the FMB was “deeply sorrowed
and regret(s) that we have offended
WMU, which fills such a strategic
role as a partner in missions education
and promotion.”

Rankin said he and WMU Execu-
tive Director O’Brien will meet at the
“earliest opportunity” to discuss the
matter.

O’Brien said she was “pleased”
with the announcement about seeking
dialogue with WMU.

“When a Christian brother asks for
forgiveness, you give it,” she said.
“The details will have to be worked
out later. This is the first step toward
a fuller understanding of this unfortu-
nate incident.”

Lottie Moon was a colorful and
sometimes controversial Southern
Baptist missionary who served in
China from 1873 until she died from
starvation on the way home from the
mission field in 1912.

In 1887 she wrote a letter suggest-
ing women in Virginia organize a
special Christmas offering to help her
raise money for an infrequent fur-
lough. The following year, WMU
was organized and immediately took
up Moon’s challenge by instituting an
annual offering and week of prayer
for foreign missions.

In 1918, at the suggestion of An-
nie Armstrong, WMU’s first corre-
sponding secretary, the annual offer-
ing was named the Lottie Moon Of-
fering for Foreign Missions.

Compiled from Associated Baptist
Press and Baptist Press reports
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Brotherhood teams roar into action after high winds

By Marv Knox
Editor

May sterms sent Kentuckians
scurrying for cover and brought more
than 250 Kentucky Baptist disaster
relief workers scrambling to their aid.

As of Monday morning, May 22,
169 Kentucky Baptists had prepared
hot mcals and cleaned up damage in
the path of twisters that brought de-
struction on Breckenridge, Hardin
and Meade counties May 14. More
than 70 volunteers had removed trees
from homes and roadways in Rowan
County in the wake of a ferocious
storm May 18.

“In both places, our Kentucky
Baptist disaster relief people were on
the scene before the National Guard,”
reported John Lott, associate director
of Kentucky Baptist Brotherhood,
which operates the relief program.

“Sixty-six of our volunteers re-

Six honored as Kentucky Acteens Adviso

Six girls have been named to this
year’s Kentucky Acteens Advisory
Panel by Kentucky Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union.

The six are Ami Dale, Jeannette
Grace, Kristy Smith, DeAnna Terry,
Amy Tindall and Kellie Williams.

Dale is a member of Gardenside
Baptist Church in Lexington, where
she sings in the youth choir. She also
has been a member of the Kentucky
Baptist All-State Youth Choir and the
Central Kentucky Youth Orchestra.
She graduates this spring from Dun-
bar High School.

Grace is a member of New Hope
Baptist Church in Cadiz, where she
participates in the youth group, pup-
pet team, speakers’ tournament, youth
Bible drills and clowning ministry.

sponded on a four-hour call May 14,”
reported Mike Klein, coordinator of
the Kentucky Baptist relief unit sta-
tioned at Stithton Baptist Church in
Radcliff. ’

Working from the Stithton site,
Baptists cooked and helped deliver
about 5.000 hot meals to residents of
Breckenridge, Hardin and Meade
counties, said Klein, a member of
Victory Baptist Church in Lexington.

The Kentucky Baptist workers
cooked food provided by the Ameri-
can Red Cross, he explained. Then,
Baptist volunteers accompanied Red
Cross workers on delivery runs
throughout the three-county area.

The Radcliff unit also cleaned up
131 damage sites, Klein added. “‘Our
people cut up fallen trees and then
dragged the debris to the streets so the
city or National Guard can clean it
up,” he said.

The Red Cross estimated about

She graduates this spring from Chris-
tian County High School.

Smith is a member of Lone Oak
First Baptist Church in Paducah,
where she participates in the youth

choir, works with children’s choirs .

and teaches vacation Bible school.

She is completing her sophomore

year at Lone Oak High School.
Terry is a member of Highview

Pastor reports spiritual hunger
among Russians after visiting

By Karen Owen
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

CALHOUN—The average Rus-
sian’s diet is simple, Franklin Skaggs
learned. Russians eat mostly potatoes,
cabbage and beets.

But it’s spiritual food, not meat,
many Russians hunger for these days.

“The hunger concerning truth and
the word of God is just unbelievable,”
said Skaggs, the 59-year-old pastor of
Calhoun Baptist Church, who was in
St. Petersburg and Ufa March 30-
April 12. “Young people are just
flocking to the church.”

His flight over gave Skaggs a hint
of what to expect while teaching a
week-long Old Testament class for
ministers in Ufa. A Russian college
student asked him for a Bible.

The young woman told Skaggs
she was a “believer,” but she never
had read the Old Testament.

Skaggs went to Russia as part of a
partnership between Baptists there
and the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion.

Skaggs was the first of the Ken-
tucky Baptists to go to Ufa, a city of
more than 1 million people 1.500

miles southeast of St. Petersburg. The
city had a lot of Muslims and some
Orthodox Christians, in addition to
the “believers,” Skaggs said.

His new friends took him to
church services that lasted more than
three hours and included three ser-
mons. When they invited him to
meals, the families stood for prayer
both before and after dining.

Skaggs’ hosts in Ufa were survi-
vors of the nuclear meltdown at Cher-

nobyl. The mother and both teenage °

daughters each had health problems,
Skaggs said.

In his Old Testament classes,
Skaggs had about 16 pastors or min-
isters as students, plus another 20 or
so, curious and eager to learn, who
stood around the walls or out in the
hall. Most of the ministers were
young and had been Christians only a
few years, Skaggs said.

“I am multiplying my ministry
through the lives of these people I'm
teaching,” he said. “There will not
ever be churches in Russia without
trained leadership. We can go over
and build buildings, but if they don’t
have trained leadership, we’re just
spinning our wheels.”

1,000 homes sustained damage. Klein
predicted Kentucky Baptist relief
work would end Monday, May 22, or
the following morning.

In Morehead, Kentucky Baptists
are expected to work at least through
the middle of this week, said unit co-
ordinator Paul Anderson, a member
of Beacon Hill Baptist Church in
Somerset.

Although a feeding station hasn’t
been needed in Morehead, chainsaw
teams have cleaned up storm damage
throughout Rowan County, Anderson
reported from the unit stationed at
First Baptist Church in Morehead.

“We’ve seen some indications of
tornadoes, but this looks more like the
work of heavy straight-line winds,”
he said. “The ground was so saturated
that the wind just toppled many trees.
Several 200-year-old oaks in front of
Morehead State University were up-
rooted.”

Smith

Baptist Church in Louisville, where
she is president of her Acteens group
in addition to involvement in choir
and missions trips. She graduates this
spring from Highview Baptist School.

Tindall is a member of Clayvillage
Baptist Church in Shelbyville, where

Terry

-she participates in the youth group,
puppet team. adult choir and Bible

drills. She is completing her junior

Tinaall

Combined with other broken
trunks and branches, uprooted trees
closed off many roads and destroyed
or damaged about 185 residences,
Anderson noted.

Kentucky Baptist chainsaw crews
cut down damaged trees that were
leaning on property, he said. They
also cut up fallen trees into log lengths
and stacked them out of the way.
Crews worked with the county road
department to clean streets and high-
ways so school buses could run May
22.

The Kentucky Baptist disaster re-
lievers put in long hours each day,
helping people put their lives back to-
gether. But response to the physical
damage of the storm was only part of
their task, Klein said.

“When they get the opportunity,
our people are quick to share their
faith,” he explained. “This is a great
witnessing opportunity.”

Iy Pnelists

Williams
year at Shelby County High School.

Williams is a member of First
Baptist Church in Murray, where she
is involved with the youth group,
youth choir, youth council, puppet
team and missions trips. She is com-
pleting her junior year at Calloway
County High School.

Panelists are selected from appli-.

cants in the Acteen StudiAct program.

“In both places,
our Kentucky
Baptist disaster
relief people were
on the scene
before the National

Guard.” :
John Lott, associate
director of Kentucky
Baptist Brotherhood
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The ‘Disturber’

I hope this letter will be considered
for the Western Disturber. Yes, that’s
what the name should be, because it
does just that; it disturbs the readers.
The “Disturber” is an inside joke
among many preachers.

I desire to see many people come
to accept the Lord as Savior, but it is
hard to win them when they only hear
“wars,and rumors of wars” within the
Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Nothing is go-

thanks to God for giving Southern
godly leaders who will stand for the
clear teachings.of his holy word.

As a Southern Seminary student
during 1981-83, I remember the dia-
tribes against conservatives, the
mockings suffered by those who be-
lieved in the inerrant word of God and
the rampant liberalism that burned
like wildfire across Southern Semi-
nary.
If I were Dr. Marshall and Marv
Knox, I would be more concerned
about my actions

ing to be settled dividing an already
with all the bashing BAPTIST FORUM fragile KBC than I
of this side and that would about the ac-
said. Why do we have to pick a side? tivities of Southern Seminary divid-
Are we playing some sandlot game? ing the KBC and SBC.

No way! There is only one team, and John Keefe
it’s the team of the Lord Jesus Christ! Hustonville

In a recent issue of the “Disturb-
er,” there was talk of “tulips and tur-
nips.” I coined a phrase to go along
with the salad-bar mentality. The
phrase is TOMATO (Take Our Mes-
sage And Tell Others). This is exactly
what God wants us to do, not fight
and bicker within the camp. So “let-
tuce” team up and fight the real war,
the war with the devil.

Curtis Brock
Hustonville

Who divides?

As I read Bill Marshall’s recent
article (WR, May 16), I was astound-
ed by his final statement, “What is
happening at Southern Seminary may
prove to be the catalyst which could
bring open division between the KBC
and the SBC.” In conjunction with
Marv Knox’s continuing vindictive
diatribes against conservatives in gen-
eral and Dr. Mohler in particular, it
appears our state staff has engaged in
the partisan politics of the liberal wing
of our convention.

‘As for me, the activities of South-
ern Seminary are a reason for giving

Calvinism distorted

Molly Marshall (WR, May 9) and
the Western Recorder have distorted
Calvinism.

Calvinism is a profound under-
standing of God and the relationship
he sustains to his creation. God is a

‘holy, sovereign Lord who graciously

bestows saving grace upon individu-
als of a rebellious, sinful race. Simply
put, Calvinism is the gospel in its pur-
est form.

Moreover, the roots of Calvinism,
striking far deeper than the 16th cen-
tury or the genius of John Calvin, run
through all the fertile layers of Chris-
tianity to the Apostle Paul, who de-
fended his doctrine against the same
objections urged against Calvinism
today, demonstrating that his doctrine
and Calvinistic doctrine are the same.

Charles Hodge, James Boyce’s
teacher at Princeton, once declared,
“The last issue must be between athe-
ism and its countless forms and Cal-
vinism.”

Russell Fuller
Florence

I want to respond to the editorial
regarding a seminary “for such a time
as this” (WR, April 25). There is such
a place—Baptist Theological Semi-
nary at Richmond, Va.

BTSR is a place of warmth, love,
care and traditional Baptist values. It
will train ministers in an atmosphere
free of contentiousness.

BTSR possesses the spirit, love,
openness and commitment of the
Southern - Seminary of old, while
looking forward into the ever-chang-
ing Baptist life and the world at large.
BTSR upholds the Baptist heritage of
the priesthood of the believer and the
autonomy of the individual church
while recognizing God speaks to and
calls women and men to spread his
word in today’s world.

BTSR’s mission statement de-
clares its heart and soul. It states:

“The purpose of the seminary is to
provide advanced theological educa-
tion and training for effective leader-
ship in the various ministries of the
church for those men and women
who are called and committed to
Christian ministry.”

It dedicates the seminary to:

I Distinctive Baptist heritage.

I Racial and gender inclusiveness.

I Ecumenical commitment and
global perspective.

il Classical theological disciplines
and opportunities for hands-on prac-
tice in ministry.

§ Excellence in scholarship and
spiritual growth.

It took Southern Seminary over
100 years to become the fine institu-
tion and facility it once was. BTSR
has the best of the essence of South-
ern woven into its foundation. The
hand of God is evident in its forma-
tion and beginnings. It truly is the
seminary “for such a time as this.”
Donna Suzanne Thurman, BTSR trustee

Lexington

Where to from here? (Part II)'

The trauma created by what is tak-
ing place at Southern Seminary is not
the only factor which is currently un-
dermining the relationship between
the Southern Baptist Convention and
many Kentucky Baptist churches.

In February, the SBC Executive
Committee approved the
Covenant for a New Cen-
tury which, if approved by
the messengers to the SBC
in two consecutive annual
meetings, will bring major
change to the structure of
the convention. (A thor-
ough report on the Cove-
nant was printed in the
Feb. 28 issue of Western
Recorder.)

Nothing in the Cove-
nant impacts Kentucky
Baptists as much as that which wasn’t
said about Woman’s Missionary
Union.

The bottom line is that Woman’s
Missionary Union is left unclear as to
its future role in SBC life. The Cove-
nant clearly states that the responsi-
'bility for promoting the foreign and
home missions offerings will reside
with the two missions agencies, and
missions education will reside with
the proposed North American Mis-
sion Board, which will combine the
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ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

Home Mission Board, Brotherhood
Commission and Radio-TV Commis-
sion. So where does that leave
WMU?

On April 11, Dr. Dellanna
O’Brien, president of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union, auxiliary to the SBC,
wrote a letter to the Brister
Committee, the SBC spe-
cial committee which pre-
sented the Covenant to the
Executive Committee, re-
questing that the commit-
tee add WMU’s missions
and ministries statement to
the restructure plan. The
committee has since voted
unanimously to decline
her request.

Since WMU’s role in
the missions offerings and
missions education is not included in
the document, it leaves WMU’s fu-
ture role with the SBC at the discre-
tion of the two SBC agencies. While
verbal reassurances of needing
WMU’s help have come from FMB
President Jerry Rankin, such reassur-
ances carry no weight into the future
if not part of a formal document.

While Rankin and HMB President
Larry Lewis have talked about possi-
ble proposals to include an affirma-
tion of WMU’s work in the docu-

ment, they have not reached a point
of beginning the process. And despite
the verbal assurances that “nothing
has changed,” WMU’s O’Brien has
stated: “Things have changed. Other-
wise, there would be some statement
in the report at least acknowledging
WMU’s contribution.”

One SBC leader has admonished
WMU leadership by suggesting that
WMU not act “victimized.” Howev-
er, thousands of Baptists, lots of them
in Kentucky, believe they have, in-
deed, been victimized.

The record of WMU stands as an
irrefutable testimony to its vital role
in Southern Baptist missions history.
If new Southern Baptist leaders have
either forgotten that or have a more
limited appreciation for that history,
they are now hearing from hosts of
others who have not.

Whatever the SBC finally con-
cludes about them, WMU will sur-
vive.

What remains to be seen is the ex-
tent of damage this is doing to the
confidence needed by Southern Bap-
tist leaders to move our convention
boldly into the next century. They
seem to be taking several steps back-
ward on this one.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
MARRIAGE




EDITORIALS

Intentions aside, Lottie trademark crumbles trust

Does Jerry Rankin have honorable intentions regarding Lottie Moon? = WMU’s knowledge, let alone approval. Despite protests to
Last summer, as president of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Furthermore, how can Rankin claim proprietorship over a name that | the contrary, the
Board, Rankin secretly applied to trademark the name “Lottie Moon belongs to all Southern Baptists? Yes, the board cites an attorney’s opin- attempt to put a

Christmas Offering.” Ten months later, when an attorney accidentally
uncovered his deed, Rankin protested the move was a benign “responsi-
ble business decision” and insisted his motives are pure. Circumstances

ion stating proceeds of the offering are the board’s, but nobody disputes
that fact. However, the Lottie Moon Offering is at least equally linked to
WMU. WMU started it in 1888, named it for Lottie in 1918, and has

trademark on
“Lottie Moon

surrounding the deal question his credibility. conducted it for 107 years. WMU women have taken in millions upon Chrls_tmz,l,s

The offering is named for a true Southern Baptist saint. Lottie Moon, millions of dollars and turned them all over to the board. The offering Offering™ poses a
a missionary to China from 1873 until her death in 1912, gave her life to  equally belongs to Southern Baptists who sacrificed every Christmas of threat to the
share the good news of Christ with people halfway around the world. In  their lives to give to the Lottie Moon Offering. Stfel]qth a'!d
1888, she convinced Woman’s Missionary Union to launch a Christmas Even though Rankin cites infringement on the sanctity of the Lottie | Stability—if not
offering for foreign missions. After her death, WMU named its annual Moon Offering name as a reason for the trademark, he fails to make his | the very future—of
foreign missions offering in her honor. case. If churches have conducted missions fund-raisers as the “Lottie | Woman’s

Rankin’s attempt to trademark Lottie drew understandable cries of Moon Christmas Offering” and then channeled the money to other caus- | Missionary Union.

dismay from WMU, especially given the context. The proposed reorga-
nization of the Southern Baptist Convention punishes WMU for refus-
ing to let the SBC select its board. If approved, it would reassign WMU’s
work to other agencies. Rankin’s attempt to isolate the Lottie offering
away from WMU adds insult to injury.

But Rankin insists his intentions are honorable.

In a press statement released by the board, Rankin said he does not
intend to press forward on the trademark application until he can talk
with WMU leaders. Interestingly, he changed his intention only after he
got caught. For the past 10 months, he has intended to go forward. As a
matter of fact, sources close to the incident confirmed that he signed a
legal document stating he knew of no other organization that would be
interested in using the Lottie Moon name. Did the leader of the Foreign
Mission Board completely forget about Woman’s Missionary Union?
When he signed that statement, he intended to go forward—without

es, he should name them. Moreover, in the spirit of Christ’s model of
reconciliation in Matthew 18, the FMB should contact those churches
and seek restitution.

But even leaving the churches out of this situation, Rankin’s Lottie-
trademark maneuver reveals a disingenuous attitude toward WMU.

When the proposed SBC reorganization plan was announced, Rankin
told WMU leaders “nothing has changed” between the organizations.
Even though the proposal gives all WMU’s responsibilities to other or-
ganizations, “nothing has changed,” he insisted.

Unfortunately, he was wrong. Whatever the outcome of the reorgani-
zation, something important has changed. When the head of the Foreign
Mission Board hides such important actions from WMU and all South-
ern Baptists, something big has changed. Trust has crumbled, whatever
his intentions.

Marv Knox

to run the church.” Now we are mis-

Can’t believe it

as Mission Friends, GAS, RAs, Act-

are going to Russia, Utah- Idaho In-" S

understood by an insecure SBC hier- eens—or missionaries. diana and Kentucky. s
For over 107 years, Woman’s archy because we refused to become June Rice We are a loyal Southern Baptist
Missionary Union has taught, done an agency of the SBC so they could Kentucky WMU executive board ~ church, giving 22.5 ‘percent of our
and supported missions by praying appoint our officers. Paintsville budget to the Cooperative Program.

and giving, and undergirding the
Southern Baptist Convention.

WMU has written the best teach-
ing materials for
the biggest, most
prayed-for group of
missionaries on this-
planet. We begin by providing chil-
dren with missions experiences and
teaching them Jesus’ command to “go
into all the world and preach the gos-
pel.”

No telling how many billion cook-
ies, barrels of Kool-Aid, acres of piz-
za, millions of hot dogs it takes to
grow a generation of missions-aware
adults!

We have been misunderstood by
insecure pastors afraid we are “trying

BAPTIST FORUM

SBC rulers now plan to take away
our historic purpose and give the task
of teaching missions to the Sunday
School  Board.
They think all the
board has to do is
send a letter to each
church saying “send money” and mil-
lions of dollars WMU raises will
come rolling in. Not so. Many hours
of teaching, promotion and praying
back up those mission-support dol-
lars.

The missionaries on the field are
uneasy because they do not know
what will happen to their support
when WMU is excluded.

I can’t believe Southern Baptists
want to bite the hands that fed them

Support WMU

We, the Baptist Women of First
Baptist Church of Murray, are writ-
ing concerning the “Covenant for a
New Century” which will be present-
ed for adoption at the Southern Bap-
tist Convention meeting in Atlanta
this June.

In our church, Woman’s Mission-
ary Union has dynamically led the
mission efforts for 64 years. We con-
sistently have been in the top 10
churches in Kentucky in giving to
home and foreign missions. More
than 100 men and women have gone
out from our church to serve on mis-
sion fields. This year, volunteer teams

Our Woman’s Missionary Union has
been dependable and accountable to
the task our Lord has entrusted us. We
feel that the national Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union has also been respon-
sible and accountable to the SBC in
its efforts to promote mission educa-
tion and support mission causes here
at home and around the world.

We believe Woman’s Missionary
Union should remain an auxiliary to
the convention and strongly oppose
any attempt to assign Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union tasks to other entities
within the convention.

We ask that you give this matter
prayerful consideration.

First Bapnst Church Baptist Women
Murray

Harmany amany the sexe, wan

1If you’ve spent the last little while hold' . the woods o . .
ing your breath waiting for peace between  Our spring campout 1s‘the hlghhg.
the sexes, go ahead and pass out now. i he year: A weekcnd inrusticcabinsin

Ijust got back from a campout with 200 the woods beside the Ohio River. A
6-, 7-, 8- and 9-year-olds, and I can tell you  weekend of crafts and outdoor
flat out: Boys and girls still don’t getalong, = games. A weekend of soda . .
and they don’t plan to start any time soon. | ’pop and s’mores. '

Every May, I find myself out in the Theonly real prob~
woods at the YMCA’s Camp Piomingo, lem isthatthe ¥
enjoying nature and thanking God I was  sets up these cam-
born in the 20th century, during an era of , Pouts 50 Indlan .
firm mattresses and hot showers. ' i '

, For three years now, my kiddoes and I
‘have participated in the Y’s Indian Prin-
 cesses program, where dads and daughters

form tribes and periodically do daughter
~ dad stuff, like roller skating, pinewood der-
bymg, eatmg _]unk food-and camping outin

’t be achleved w:thm the next generatmn,

,,throu gh 9 boys and girls are about the same
size, and the teams were evenly matched.
So, girls won some garnes and boys won :‘
others. = -
But the actual competltxon paledin com- _
parison to the taunts in-between. Girls
jeered; boys hissed. Woe be unto the boy
who lacked the bravado of a girl. Woe be
‘unto the girl who shed a tear in combat.
And double woe be unto the dad who en-
couraged the kids to “just get along.”
So, based on firsthand observauon of .
tomon:ow s adults, I predict gcnder harmo
ny is at least a generation away.
 That’s all right by me, because I don
__want smelly ol’ boys paying sweet atter
tion to glrls for a long time, anyway

and 9-year-old glrls and boys dlsdam each
- other with mutual fervor. Most of the time,
 this animosity can be controlled by dis-
‘tance. Boys at one campsxte, glrls at
another
- During field games, however,
our counselor audaciously
forced boys and girls to
 compete against each
other. We ran relay
races. We passed
wla-hoops around
_human circles with-
. out lettmg go of our
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'Ghristian Coalition unveils ‘Contract’ with families

NEW YORK (ABP)—America’s
most important domestic challenge is
rebuilding a “culture of marriage,”
according to a new study, “Marriage
in America: A Report to the Nation.”

“The divorce revolution—the
steady displacement of a marriage
culture by a culture of divorce and
unwed parenthood—has failed,” the
report says.

The study calls for re-establishing
a culture where child well-being is the
top priority and the relationship be-
tween husband and wife is character-
ized by mutual and equal regard.

The report was released by the
Council on Families in America, a
non-partisan organization of academ-
ics, public-policy experts and family
advocates sponsored by the Institute
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WASHINGTON—After embrac-
ing the Republicans’ Contract with
America, the-Christian Coalition May
17 unveiled a contract of its own on
Capitol Hill—the “Contract with the
American Family.”

The 10-point plan calls for a con-

stitutional amendment to allow reli-

gious expression in schools and other
public places; eliminating the federal
Department of Education and trans-
ferring most of its money to local
school boards; tuition tax credits that
could be used for church schools; and
limits on late-term abortions.

“This is not a Christian agenda. It
is not a Republican agenda. Itis nota
special-interest agenda,” declared
Ralph Reed, executive director of the
1.6-million-member coalition. “Itis a
pro-family agenda and it is supported
by the vast majority of American peo-
ple, Republican and Democrat, Chris-
tian and Jew, Protestant and Catholic,
black and white.”

However, spokesmen for other re-
ligious groups disputed Reed’s asser-
tion and declared their opposition to
parts or all of the contract.

“The Contract With the American
Family is more accurately called "A
Contract With Some of America’s
Families,’” declared the American
Jewish Congress. “Prayer in the
schools, vouchers, restricting abor-
tions—these are not even Band-Aids,
not even a beginning response, to the
crisis that confronts American fami-
lies.”

Barry Lynn, a Baptist and execu-
tive director of Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, pre-
dicted the coalition’s contract could
eventually lead to demands for an “of-
ficially Christian America.”

“It’s a sad day in American poli-
tics when a TV preacher’s political
front group dictates the agenda for the
United States Congress,” Lynn told a

news conference attended by more

than a dozen religious groups oppos-
ing key elements of the coalition’s
contract. “The real contract with
American families is the Constitution,
and we don’t need to amend it or do
an end-run around it.”

Reed introduced the 39-page con-
tract with representatives of some of
the coalition’s 50 state chapters stand-
ing behind him. Their numbers under-
scored the growth of the organization,

for American Values, based in New
York City.

It notes that non-marital births
have increased from 5.3 percent in
1960 to more than 30 percent today.
Furthermore, it says, more Americans
are marrying later in life or foregoing
marriage altogether.

The primary evidence for the fail-
ure of the divorce-and-non-marriage
culture, the study says, is the deterio-
rating well-being of children:

I Violent crime among juveniles
has increased from 16,000 arrests in
1960 to 96,000 in 1992, even though
the total juvenile population re-
mained steady.

B The poverty rate for children
has increased from 15 percent to 22
percent.

which began with the remnants of co-
alition founder and religious broad-
caster Pat Robertson’s failed 1988
presidential campaign.

Reed declared that this new con-
tract is not an ultimatum.

“I want to make it clear these are
the ten suggestions, not the Ten Com-
mandments,” he said. “Our purpose is
not to legislate family values. It is to
ensure that Washington values fami-
lies.”

The proposals were welcomed by
such Republican luminaries as Sen.
Phil Gramm, R-Texas, who is seek-
ing the GOP presidential nomination,
and House Speaker Newt Gingrich.

“What we have is a 10-point pro-
gram that is broad-based and I think
when the American people look at it,
they’re going to be for it,” Gramm
said.

Gingrich, whom Reed introduced
as “a good friend of ours and of the
American family,” said: “Here are
some key values that matter the most
to most Americans. We are commit-
ted to keeping our faith with the peo-
ple who helped with the Contract
with America.”

Reed met with Senate Majority
Leader Robert Dole immediately af-
ter announcing the coalition’s con-
tract. But he distanced the contract
from the 1996 presidential campaign.

“We are not specifically seeking
the endorsement of presidential can-
didates,” Reed said.

Reed also rejected criticism that
the coalition’s proposed Religious
Equality Amendment is an attempt to
overturn the previous Supreme Court
ruling declaring organized prayer un-
constitutional in public schools.

However, the coalition does want
to replace the three-part “Lemon test,”
used by the Supreme Court since
1973 to determine whether activities
violate the Constitutional ban on es-
tablishing religion. “We think it has
been used to marginalize the expres-
sion of faith in the public square,”
Reed explained.

Reed said congressional support
for the contract shows religious con-
servatives have gained “a place at the
table, a sense of legitimacy and a
voice in the conversation we call de-
mocracy.”

But-Lynn of Americans  United
said what Reed really wants is to “saw

Multiple studies have found di-
rect links between the dramatic in-
crease in these social problems and
the breakdown of the family.

“Some experts have suggested that
the current generation of children and
youth is the first in our nation’s histo-
ry to be less well-off—psychological-
ly, socially, economically, and mor-
ally—than their parents were at the
same age,” the report says.

The study blames a shift in values
away from the institution of marriage
to the values of individualism, choice
and personal liberty for the rise of the
culture of divorce and non-marriage.

Many scholars, marriage thera-
pists, lawyers and family-court judg-
es bring a bias against marriage, em-
phasizing the goals of individual

the legs off the chairs of everybody
else at the table.”

The contract also would saw off
one of the two pillars which support
the First Amendment, charged Melis-
sa Rogers, associate general counsel
of the Baptist Joint Committee.

“The initiative’s innocuous-
sounding language about religious
equality and free expression thinly
disguises its aim: undermining one of
the two pillars of religious liberty, the
First Amendment’s establishment
clause,” she said.

Rogers said the Constitution al-
ready protects religious practice. Stu-
dents can pray silently or audibly,
even collectively, as long as they
don’t disrupt school activities, she
said. “But the First Amendment pro-
hibits a teacher from calling on a stu-
dent to lead the class in prayer, some-
thing the new amendment would al-
low.”

Robert Parham, executive director
of the Baptist Center for Ethics in
Nashville, praised the contract’s pri-
ority on family issues and conceded
the Coalition’s “agenda on pornogra-
phy and the arts deserves serious con-
sideration.”

But Parham said the contract “con-
tains a number of serious flaws.”

Parham noted that the contract was
based not on any biblical perspective
but on “extensive polling and focus
groups” among Christian Coalition
members and supporters.

The contract assumes that a re-
duction in federal taxes will result in
an increase in private charity direct-
ed to people in need, Parham said.
That assumption “misreads human
nature and demonstrates little ac-
quaintance with real church life,”
Parham said.

“Few Christians oppose the lofty
goal of replacing ‘the welfare state
with a culture of caring,”” Parham
said, but no evidence exists to indi-
cate that “human beings would be
more generous if they had more mon-
ey
Representatives of the Southern
Baptist Christian Life Commission,
who generally find agreement with
Christian Coalition positions, had not
responded to the contract’s unveiling
as of press time May 22.

Compiled from Religion News Service
and Associated Baptist Press reports

Study calls for restoring ‘culture of marriage’ in nation

self-actualization and “good di-
vorce,” the study notes.

The report presents four goals
aimed at shifting cultural values and
public policy toward strengthening
marriages:

I Reclaim the concept of perma-
nent marriages and affirm marriage as
the best environment for raising chil-
dren.

B Decide out-of-wedlock child-
rearing is wrong, every child needs a.
father present in the home, and di-
vorce is too common.

0 Resolve to increase the number
of children raised in two-parent fami-
lies and decrease the number who
are not.

B Resolve that parents will spend
more time with their children.



Religious leaders call for end to patenting of genes

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Con-
cerned that biotech companies are on
the verge of “life-grabbing,” just as
settlers once grabbed up land on the
western frontier, a group of promi-
nent religious leaders has called for
a moratorium on patenting human
and animal genes.

“We believe that humans and an-
imals are creations of God, not hu-
mans, and as such should not be pat-
ented as human inventions,” reads
the statement signed May 18 by 186
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, evan-
gelical, Buddhist, Hindu and Mus-
lim religious leaders.

“The question of whether you can
reduce God’s creations to patentable
inventions is one of the great theo-
logical questions of our day,” said
social activist Jeremy Rifkin, who
pulled together the unusual coali-
tion.

The group wants to reverse a 15-
year policy that has allowed the pat-
enting of human genes and geneti-
cally altered animals, such as mice,
pigs and sheep.

They plan to raise public debate

on the issue in Congress and the
White House, as well as in churches,
synagogues, temples and mosques
around the country.

Richard Land, head of the South-
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis-
sion, wants to go further and “un-
patent what’s already been patent-
ed.” He warned that “designer hu-
man beings are just over the hori-
zon.”

Although the religious leaders
who signed the document have dif-
ferent theological views, they all
agree it’s wrong to reduce “sacred”
life forms to something that can be
patented, marketed and sold for
profit.

“The fundamental issue is own-
ership,” said United Methodist Bish-
op Kenneth Carder of Nashville,
whose denomination first opposed
gene patenting in 1984. “If the

chemist who identified oxygen

claimed exclusive ownership, that
would be unthinkable. We are ob-
jecting to the ownership of genes.”
The religious coalition was care-
ful to point out it does not oppose

genetic research or the therapeutic
medical use of genetic engineering.

Notably absent from the religious
coalition was the 300-member Na-
tional Catholic Conference of Bish-
ops, which is strongly pro-life. The
group advised inquiring bishops not
to sign the statement.

But because the church allows its
bishops to act individually, 79 Cath-
olic prelates endorsed the statement
on their own.

“We didn’t take a position on it
because it doesn’t make a distinction
between animal and human life,”
said Sister Mary Ann Walsh,
spokeswoman for the bishops con-
ference. “We certainly don’t hold
animal life in the same regard as hu-
man life.”

In 1987, the U.S. Patent Office
announced that any genetically al-
tered animal, human gene, cell or
organ could be patented. But human
beings and human embryos cannot
be patented, said Stephen Kunin,
U.S. deputy assistant commissioner
for patent policy. The first animal
patent was issued in April 1988 for

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Russell Cave Road
Baptist Church is seeking to fill the
following part-time positions: Youth
director, pianist, church secretary. For
more information, please contact the
following people: Rev. Rick Monk,
(606) 299-4611 for youth director and
church secretary; Veronica Tichenor,
personnel chairperson, (606) 293-
1478, for youth director and church
secretary; Gene King, (606) 233-
1934 for pianist; or send resumé to:
Russell Cave Road Baptist Church,
3179 Russell Cave Road, Lexington,
KY 40511.

NEEDED: Immediate opening—
summer church recreation program,
part-time (30 hrs/wk) primarily
evening. Responsibilities: Supervi-
sion after-school program, develop-
ing and supervising summer gym
schedule for children through senior
adults, and assisting with children’s
and youth activities as needed. Salary
information available upon request.
Send resumé to: Rosemont Baptist
Church, Attn.: Recreation Commit-
tee, 556 Rosemont Garden, Lexing-
ton, KY 40503.

AVAILABLE: Free-lance Mac-
intosh desktop publisher available
long- or short-term for Christian pub-
lications. (502) 361-2056.

WANTED: Part-time or bivoca-
tional minister of youth for a grow-
ing, vibrant congregation. Send re-
sumé to: Oakland Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 154, Oakland, KY 42159.
Oakland is located in Warren Coun-
ty, north of Bowling Green.

SEEKING: Minister of youth and
children. Send resumé to Latonia
Baptist Church, Box 15103, Coving-
ton, KY 41015.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available
for vacation rental. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, screened porch,
lovely secluded beach. Weekly rates
May-December 16, $550. Call Pat
Owen (502) 895-8752.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“There is no longer Jew or
there is no longer male and fema

based on need

preparing you for ministry .

o Celebrating the diversity of thé Body of Christ
e Up to 100% tuition grant for all first-degree Masters students

¢ Excellence in biblical, theological, and practical disciplines

Contact the Office of Admissions ¢ Louisville Seminary ¢ 1044 Alta Vista Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 e (502) 895-3411 or toll-free (800) 264-1839

eis no longer slave ot free,
il of s you are one in Christ Jesus.”

BUILDING UP THE BODY OF CHRIST

WORK: Stuff envelopes from
home. $500-$1,000 weekly. S.A.S.E.:
J. Gomez, 89-97 217 St., Queens Vil-
lage, NY 11427.

RECIPES: Abundanza, recipes.
Grandma Cicconi wants to share five
of her delicious family favorites with
you, only $5. Mail check or money
order to: Sunflower Box 654, 3712 N.
Broadway, Chicago, IL 60613.

CRAFT: Want to make money
while having fun? International craft
company offers fantastic “Opportuni-
ty package.” Send $4 to Pretty Punch,
P.O. Box 430-Dept. 10D, Edgewater,
FL 32132.

FOR SALE: Bowhunting equip-
ment. Bowhunters Discount Ware-
house, America’s largest archery suppli-
er, stocks over 5,000 bowhunting items
at 20-40 percent off retail. Call (800)
735-2697 for free 160-page catalog.

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in-
clude live-in and hourly care, person-
al care, meals, housekeeping, com-
panionship. Free in-home assess-
ment; insured and bonded. Call 24
hours, (502) 499-7777.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Church Trustees...

Church security is an escalating
problem with the ever-present threat
of theft and fire. Protect your church
with a custom designed plan.

Church references available.

Call or Write Today!

A+ ALARM SYSTEMS, INC.

1508 Northwind Road

Louisville, KY 40207
1-800-783-8161-(1393) « 502-895-7846

the so-called genetically engineered
“Harvard mouse” used for cancer
research.

Nine genetically altered animals,
as well as hundreds of human genes,
have received patents.

While the religious leaders say
they are not pitting religion against
scientific progress, some public of-
ficials, scientists and the biotech
leaders claim the moral objections
are ill-informed.

“What is being patented is not
something created by God,” said Ri-
chard Maulsby, a spokesperson for
the U.S. Patent Office. “It’s a chem-
ical compound that comes from ge-
netic material.”

Without patents, biotech compa-
nies say they wouldn’t pursue the
gene research and development that
leads to wonder drugs and medical
therapies that save lives. Patents give
researchers and their companies ex-
clusive rights and provide a financial
incentive.

With additional reporting by Baptist
Press and Associated Baptist Press

Jewish cemmunity,: w.h
' .but Wthh has been slo
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 the theme of

year’s YouthFe
youth evangelism
~ conference June 9-

10 in Frankfort. Plan

now to join more

than 6,000 Kentucky.

_youths for one of the
_ Kentucky Baptist

_ Convention’s biggest

- events of th ea

l Build a church
_,Opportumtles still
exist for Kentucky

Baptist churches to

help build a church
in Russia. For
details, call the KBC

 Parternship Missions
office at (502) 245-

4101

. l Get the paper |
If you receive the

Western Recorder
only once a month

when the Events
;section is pubhshed
you're rmssmg out
on 38 other issues

' -"Kentucky’ .Baptlsts

.’subscnbmg Ca'. _k
(502) 244-6470
-today to subscnbe
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Training set
for church
- secretaries

Where do church secretaries go to
get training, encouragement and spiri-
tual development unique to their
work?

To the annual conference of the
Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Associa-
tion.

This year’s conference, July 27-29
at Murray State University, offers

three tracks for training under the

theme “Bloom Where You Are Plant-
ed ”

One track is part of the rotating
series which leads to certification in
the Secretarial Personal Enrichment

_ Program. Another track focuses on

spiritual development and communi-

-cation issues, such as effective use of
. bulletins, newsletter design and com-

munication skills. The third track in-
cludes sessions on office automation
through computer systems, managing
stress in the office and developing 2
healthy lifestyle.

In addition to professional train-
ing, the annual conference provides
excellent opportunities for networking
with other church secretaries.

B Dates: July 27-29.

M Cost: $70, including overnight
accommodations or $45 for commut-
ers. There is an additional $20 fee for

_the track leading to certification and
*‘another $15 fee for first-time students
‘venrolling in this three-year certifica-

tion program.

B Registration: For a brochure
and registration form, contact Cathy
Heberer at the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention, Box 43433, Louisville, Ky.
40253, (502) 245-4101.

NEW GUIDE Don Spencer (right) and Delbert Fann (center) of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention receive a copy of the new Lay Bible Academy study guide on Galatians,
Ephesians and Philippians from Doran McCarty, interim director of Seminary Exten-

sion, a Southern Baptist program offering basic theological education.

Lay Bible Academy offers tapes

A new unit, “Gospels III, Jesus’ Fi-
nal Days,” has been released in the Lay
Bible Academy study guide and audio
cassette series. This unit focuses on
the events leading up to and including
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.

Lay Bible Academy is a non-credit
study program, with low-cost, easy to
understamd study materials. The pro-
gram is designed for anyone who
wants to learn more about the Bible.
Study guides.and audio cassettes make
learning easy and interesting.

Lay Bible Academy study materials

currently available include: “Genesis,”
“Gospels I,” “Gospels II,” “Gospels III,”
and “Galatlans/Ephesmns/Phlhppl
ans,” New units on Acts, Romans, 1
Corinthians and 2 Corinthians will be
available later this year.

B Information: Contact Don
Spencer at the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention for more information about
Lay Bible Academy. Materials may be
ordered by calling (615) 242-2453 or
writing to Seminary Extension, 901
Commerce #500, Nashville, Tenn.
37203.

APTISTS

lmLakeJuneZ or the s
Kentucky Brotherhood.

ay with a “Fishing for Men” service Ied
nt fo low the next morning at 7 am.

Top 20 Kentucky churches
in VBS enroliment last year

Church Enrollment

1. Highview Baptist Church, Louisville 800
2. Lone Oak First Baptist Church, Paducah 048
3. First Baptist Church of Owensboro , - 529
4. Little Flock Baptist Church, Shepherdsv1lle _ 522
5 T Baptlst Church of Bowling Green . 507
6. Rose Hill Missionary Baptist Church, Ashland 501
7. Eastwood Baptist Church, Bowling Green 469
8. Living Hope Baptlst Church Bowhng Green 462 v
9 S 456

365

20. Binghamtown Baptist Church, Middlesboro
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BOYS, RA LEADERS
Boys’ camps
West & East

It’s still not too late to register
for Royal Ambassador and Chal-
lenger summer camps for boys in
grades one through 12.

Camps for boys will be offered
at Jonathan Creek Baptist Assem-
bly in West Kentucky and Cedar-
more Baptist Assembly near Shel-
byville. Camp dates at Jonathan
Creek are in June; camp dates at
Cedarmore are in June and July.

Each camp offers age-appro-
priate activities including mission
study; interaction with missionar-
ies; recreation; high adventure
sports such as a ropes course, air
rifles and archery.

B Cost: $73 for a five-day
camp for boys in grades four
through 12; $36.50 for a three-
day camp for boys in grades one
through three.

B Registration/informa-
tion: For a free brochure with
information on camp dates and
how to register, call the KBC
Brotherhood office at (502) 245-

ALL

4101 or write to Box 43433,
Louisville, Ky. 40253.

June 2-3
M Southern regional fishing
tournament at Nolin Lake

June 3 :
B Church weekday education
conference at Southern Seminary

June 4
M Religious Liberty Sunday

June 9-10 '
M Youth Evangelism Conference
at Frankfort Civic Center

June 17-24
W Kentucky Changers in
Covington

June 18
M Father's Day .

June 18-19
B Woman’s Missionary Union

O.‘.Q.........O...‘....O...9....O.......CO......0..00..

2200990000009

C Calen

ar

annual meeting, Atlanta
B SBC Pastors’ Conference

June 20-22
W SBC annual meeting in Atlanta

June 24

B Church weekday education
conference at Rose Hill
Missionary Baptist Church in
Ashland

June 25
B Annuity Board Sunday

June 25-July 2
M All-State Youth Choir and
Orchestra

July 2

_M Christian Citizenship Sunday

July 4
M Independence Day

July 6-19

M Kentucky Baptist Chorale and
Kentucky Baptist Singing Women
tour of Russia

July 7-8
M Brotherhood Steering
Committee meeting, Hopkinsville

July 8-16
MW Kentucky Changers event in
Hopkinsville

July 27-29

B Kentucky Baptist Secretaries
Association annual conference,
Murray

July 31-August '3

M Mountain Missions
Conference, Oneida Baptist
Institute

August 5
B \WMU associational council
training

August 6
M Day of Prayer for World Peace

DISCIPLESHIP

Free training &
materials offered

Could your church use $100 worth
of free discipleship materials?

You could be eligible if your church
meets one of these three require-
ments:

B You never have had discipleship
training in your church.

§ You have not had discipleship
training in your church in several
years.

- 0 You have very limit-
ed discipleship training in
your church.

Representatives from
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s discipleship
training department are
available to provide a
free consultation with
church leaders about
how to start, restart or
revitalize a 'discipleshiE
training program. Wit
the consultation, you’ll
receive $100 worth of
free training materials.

M Contact: Call Doug
Strader or Jim Clontz at
the KBC discipleship training depart-
ment at (502) 245-4101 or write to
the KBC at Box 43433, Louisville, Ky.
40253.
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The median price
for a basic three-
bedroom, two-bath
house in Honolulu
is $356,000. Land
often costs more
than $500,000 an
acre.

Hawaii ministry more hard work than life in paradise

Continued from page 1
costs more than $500,000 an acre.

“It’s hard for most people on the
mainland—especially where South-
ern Baptists are strongest—to com-
prehend those cost factors,” Hender-
son said.

Just moving a pastor to Hawaii
from the mainland costs between
$10,000 and $15,000. “If they move
(back) within two years, it bankrupts
the church,” Henderson explained.
“That’s the reason it’s important to
raise up local leadership.”

Local leadership also already un-
derstands the Asian influence on the
state’s culture, Henderson said.

When Henderson moved to the is-
fandsin 1969, he had to learn the cus-
toms associated with such things as
Filipino weddings and why when go-
ing to a Chinese funeral one should
never wear the celebration color red.

“When you violate an unwritten
social code, people may stop talking
to you, and you might not know
why,” he said. “Most are not very
confrontive.”

Even a basic Baptist tradition like
visitation must be re-evaluated. “You
do not visit in people’s homes, be-
cause if you do they are obliged to
feed you,” he explained. “Most visit-
ing is done in the front yard or at the

door of the home.”

Ask O.W. “Dub” Efurd how many
Southern Baptist churches in Hawaii
are ethnic, and the state convention
executive director will grin and reply,
“All of them.”

The diverse ethnic mixture in Ha-
waii holds no majorities; every per-
son in Hawaii is a member of an eth-
nic minority group.

“A lot of people are not used to
that who come from the South,”
Henderson said. “Some come with
‘the attitude that they’re going to teach
the natives all they know, and that at-
titude will have difficulty.”

Less than 2 percent of Hawaii res-
idents are Southern Baptists, accord-
ing to the Glenmary Research Center,
which studies religious participation.
Yet that is the largest representation
of any evangelical Christian group.
Catholics account for the largest reli-
gious affiliation of any group in Ha-
waii, claiming 21 percent of the popu-
ation as members. Mormons claim
3.5 percent of the population.

These statistics don’t mean Ha-
waii’s residents are anti-religious,
Henderson explained. “They look
upon religious life as being very pri-
vate. Consequently, their attitude
would be, “You have your religion. I
have mine. I'm very glad for you, but

don’t try to impose on me.””

Henderson’s witnessing approach
in Hawaii was to be seen as a friend
as well as a Christian. In addition to
his mission work, he coached pee wee
baseball and wrestling and was a
member of the Jaycees.

“To me, the response is relation-
al—to build relationships with people
and then secondly to share how Christ
can meet the needs of daily life.

“People may not be interested in
Jesus Christ or the Bible or the church
until they are in crisis,” he said. “So
we have to love them when they don’t
want to be loved. Then when they get
to their moment of crisis they at least
have a friend or acquaintance they can
call for help.”

Once a group of believers is
formed, finding a place for them to
meet is another critical issue, Hender-
son said.

To answer high property costs,
churches must consider whether to
buy land or rent their meeting space.
The state convention’s goal is to start
six new churches a year, “with the
understanding that four of them will
probably never have property of their
own,” he said.

That’s still a hard concept to sell,
he added, noting most pastors were
trained with the philosophy that a

mission should look like a church.

Even when church planters start
congregations without buildings, pas-
tors who follow often don’t have the
same vision, Henderson said. “And
all of a sudden the energy shifts from
being the church in community to be-
ing a church without a home." And so
the emphasis shifts to “We’ve got to
find a house for our church.’”

Which is not to say the convention
has given up on buying property.
Leaders recently completed Mission
Hawaii 2000 Site Fund, an effort to
raise $5 million to purchase 10 church
sites.

Leaders originally tried to raise $1
million in Hawaii and $4 million from
Baptists with ties to Hawaii on the
mainland. Instead, they raised $1.5
million locally and only $250,000
outside.

The experience had a uniting ef-
fect on Hawaii Baptists and allowed
them to buy three sites to date, Hend-
erson said.

“It illustrated to us that Hawaii has
more resources and is able to do more
than we thought we could. We some-
times had the feeling that if somebody
would do something for us we could
do something and I think this gave us
the feeling that we could do some-
thing ourselves.”

WO NOTBOI0T 21 oY | @

Cumberland Lodge

GREAT FOR:

4+DEACON RETREATS
4+SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS MEETINGS
4+CONFERENCES

4+SENIOR CITIZEN'S TRIPS
4+ A QUIET GETAWAY OR EVEN A RUN FOR FUN

ALL IN A CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE!

CUMBERLAND LODGE IS A
CUMBERLAND COLLEGE PROPERTY LOCATED IN
WILLIAMSBURG, KY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
1-606-539-4100
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Hurricane ministry blew new life into Hawaii church

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

ELEELE, Hawaii (BP)—If you
want your church to grow stronger in
fellowship and missions, a hurricane
might do the trick.

At least that’s what happened for
Pastor Mel Campos and Eleele Bap-
tist Mission after Hurricane Iniki hit
in 1992.

“What it did for our congregation
was provide the occasion for our
members to be on mission together,”
said Campos, a native of the island of
Kauai who lived 21 years in North
Carolina.

In the aftermath of the hurri-
cane’s destruction, church members
“discovered they had skills they
could render for ministry in times of
crisis,” the pastor explained.

Since then, the church has grown,
both in attendance and in ministry
participation “I think it’s opened the
door for them to be on mission when
they’re not in crisis,” Campos said.

When the storm hit on Sept. 11,
1992, Campos was where many is-
land residents would love to have
been: six time zones away in the
mountains of North Carolina. It took
him two weeks to get back to the is-

land and to his wife and children,
who hid in the church building’s
storage room during the storm.

Campos, a former minor league
baseball player and media professor,
had been with the mission six months
before the storm. “It drove us closer
together. We knew we had people in
our congregation with big needs.”

Initial help arrived from neighbor-
ing islands. Subsequent volunteers
came from California and as far away
as the church Campos attended in
Poplar Springs, N.C.

Campos coordinated most of the
work from the Eleele church. “It was
hard work, but it was one of those
things where you get up in the morn-
ing and can’t wait. It was a lot of fun.”

From feeding to rebuilding, South-
ern Baptists’ work impressed church
members and community residents
alike, Campos said. “I think the vol-
unteers’ efforts did more than we
could ever do to get the word out and
show who Southern Baptists really
are.”

Residents “couldn’t believe that
these were volunteers who were pay-
ing their own way to come out here
and help,” he added. “It was a won-
derful witness.”

Baptist volunteers ministered to

many residents swindled by.con art-
ists posing as builders who never
completed their jobs, he said. “There
were a lot of elderly people who got
ripped off by contractors and didn’t
have any money left.”

The church, which constituted
last September, has grown from
about 25 people before the hurricane
to an average attendance of 75 today.

“The bulk of the growth came af-
ter the volunteers being here,” Cam-
pos said.

The hurricane rebuilding proved
that members, not the building, define
a church, he said. “It wasn’t so much
what we were doing, it was the
church saying to folks, “‘We have
something going on and you need to
come be a part of it.’”

Our school
has spirit.

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, we offer resources for
lifelong spiritual growth. In required spirituality courses, students leam
to deepen their own relationship with God and to be spiritual guides
to others. This nurturing is just one way we’re reinventing theological
education to serve the church of tomorrow.

Baptist Theological Seminary at Rlchmond L
A New Seminary for Kentucky:

P. O. Box 9157 ° Richmond, VA ¢ 23227 ¢ (804) 355-8135
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When??

Where??

Airport

Name:

THE UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
BAPTIST STUDENT UNION
IS HAVING A

"FAMILY REUNION"

That's right...A Family Reunion! If you have
ever been a member of the University of
Kentucky Baptist Student, YOU are invited
to an alumni picnic and fellowship!

June 24th, 1995 at 2:00 pm

South Elkhorn Baptist Church on
Versailles Road Near the Lexington

Plemadnndmﬂliapmﬁmby]ml()ﬂl

Address:

City, State, Zip:

U Yes! I will be at the UK BSU FAMILY REUNION

U No, I will not be able to attend. Put my name
on the BSU mailing list.

Return to: UK BSU 429 Columbia Ave. Lexington, KY 40508
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SURE FOUNDATION Pastor
Mel Campos stands on the
porch of a house blown
from its foundation by Hur-
ricane Iniki in 1992. South-
ern Baptists’ response to
the disaster caused many
people to hear about the

| sure foundation offered ina .

relationship with Jesus
Christ. (BP photo by David
Winfrey)
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Alternatives to
copying music

When budget constraints
prevent churches from
purchasing music,
leaders should consider
options other than
making illegal
photocopies, according
to Jim Cordell of the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s church
music department.

He suggests these
alternatives:

M Request permission.
Churches wishing to
print only the lyrics to
choral music most likely
can avoid the cost of a
reprinting license by
making blanket requests
of individual music
publishers, Cordell said.
“Most music publishers
will work with you on
that,” usually without
charge, he said.

Il Borrow music. Larger
_churches in the
association often are
willing to loan copies of
their music. Also, some
associations are
developing loan libraries,
and the KBC church
music department is in
the process of updating
its music loan network,
Cordell said.

M Use the hymnal.
“Remember that the
hymnal is a tremendous
" resource we overlook a
lot of times,” Cordell
said. “With a little
creativity, hymns can be
arranged for choirs.” Or
directors may choose to
buy hymnal
accompaniment books
or other hymn
arrangements for
themselves and their
accompanists, while
choir members sing
from a hymnal.

B Write original pieces.
“More and more people
are taking a stab at
writing their own music,”
Cordell said. Computer
programs and other
technological advances
are making it easier to
prepare music
manuscripts. Church
members who write
music could be
encouraged to put their
skills to use for the
church.

Making illegal copies can stain a church’s reputation

Continued from page 1

“‘I’m not aware of Kentucky
churches that have run into legal
problems,” said Don Spencer, direc-
tor of the KBC annuity department
and an authority of legal issues relat-
ed to churches. “Yet a lot of them are
operating in violation of the law.”

“Most of these violations are not
intentional,” Cordell added. “Some
churches just don’t know.”

However, Cordell said he suspects
some music leaders in small churches
don’t want to be told what they’re
doing is wrong. “They want to con-
sider themselves the exception to the
rule. ... They have tight budgets. And
they have the idea that if someone
writes music for God, or for the
church, it should be free,” he ex-
plained.

Consequently, these people tend to
ignore the fact that Christian song-
writing is a livelihood for many musi-
cians, he added. “While the word
‘stealing’ seems a little strong, that’s
really what it is.”

When is use of printed music a vi-
olation of the copyright law?

A rule of thumb Cordell suggested
is to ask, “Am I copying to avoid buy-
ing the music?”

A brochure produced by the Mu-

sic Publishers Association offers a
brief definition of copyright laws:
“The U.S. copyright law is designed
to encourage the development of the
arts and sciences by protecting the
work of the creative individuals in our
society—composers, authors, poets,
dramatists, choreographers and oth-
ers.’}

Copyright law prohibits any per-
son to copy a publication in any way
without the written permission of the
copyright owner.

" Infringements of the law include:

B Copying to avoid purchase.

§ Copying music for any kind of
performance.

I Copying without including the
copyright notice.

0 Copying to create anthologies or
compilations.

There are ways to reproduce mu-
sic or lyrics legally, Cordell noted.

Some music publishers now work
together to offer licenses for churches
to reproduce music. While these do
not permit choir directors to purchase
one anthem and make 20 photo-
copies, they do permit restricted re-
printing.

One such organization is Christian
Copyright Licensing International.
CCLI serves as a clearinghouse for

- Our most
important

classroom.
7 .

more than 1,600 music publishers,
from Abingdon to Zondervan.

A small annual fee to CCLI regis-
ters a church or organization with a
license number and allows the church
to reprint music in a number of ways:

0 To print songs in bulletins, litur-
gies, programs and songsheets.

I To print songs in bound or un-
bound songbooks.

I To make overhead transparen-
cies or slides or to utilize electronic
storage and retrieval methods for vi-
sual projection of songs. ,

0 To record songs in church wor-
ship by audio or audio-visual means,
and to distribute them without charge
to no more than 15 percent of the

church members.

The membership fee for CCLI is
based on regular combined atten-
dance at a church’s main services. For
example, a church with 24 or fewer
attenders would be required to pay
$40. For a church with 1,500-2,900 in
attendance, the fee is $390.

CCLI also requires a credit listing
beneath each use of a copyrighted
song, as well as an annual report log-
ging music that was used.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention
has purchased a CCLI license, Cord-
ell said, for events such as the KBC
annual meeting when songsheets or
music may need to be printed as part
of the program.

PRACTICE WHAT]
YOU PREACH!

with Dr. Carl L. Kell
Communication Associates

Private Consultation and Video Training
in Sermon/Pulpit Skills

(502) 843-8719

% St _ =

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, we prepare students for
real-world ministry. A year-long internship under the guidance of both
a clergy member and a committee of laypeople brings all the resources
of the faith community to the learning process. It’s another way we’re
reinventing theological education to serve the church of tomorrow.
N

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond L

A New Seminary for Kentucky:.

P. O. Box 9157 © Richmond, VA ° 23227 ¢ (804) 355-8135

2

Have | told you about

If you haven't heard about the kids at Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children lately, we'd love to come share the
exciting ways in which God is working in young lives! Just
call us at the number below. There's never any charge and
speakers are available for church services, group meetings,
mission fairs, children's events, and other activities.

For more information or to schedule a
apeaker, call us at:

1-800-456-1566
or (502) 245-2101

b
KBHC

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
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‘Queen of Division Street’ takes gospel to prostitutes |

Continued from page 1
two nights. I was to stand in the gap,”
Baker said.

She didn’t know what to do or
how to do it, but she went to work on
Division Street knowing God was in
control. “All I knew was that I had to
get out and meet people,” she said.

She set out on a Saturday to visit
the women of Division Street and in-
vite them to the first luncheon the next
Wednesday. Twelve women agreed
to be picked up for the luncheon.

But on Wednesday. only one
showed up.

*“Tillie asked me how many I had
and I told her I was pleased because
attendance was doubled. We had two
counting me,” Baker said.

“Normally, I would be discour-
aged. But I wasn’t worried. God start-
ed it, God was in it and he still is. I
have to make a difference one wom-
an at a time,” she said.

The third week, attendance at the
luncheon doubled to four. The fourth

week it doubled again to eight, and
the fifth week to 16. The Wednesday
before Thanksgiving, attendance dou-
bled yet again to 32.

On a recent Wednesday, 60 wom-
en attended the luncheon. With the
help of women volunteers from the
church, Baker gives the women a hot
meal and leads a Bible study and
prayer time.

After working on Division Street
for several weeks, Baker led a young
woman to faith in Jesus Christ.

As Baker got into her car and
drove home, she recalled, tears of joy
filled her eyes. But there were tears of
sadness as well, because she couldn’t
remember the last time she had a sim-
ilar opportunity.

“The Lord told me, ‘Bettye, it’s
because you spend all of your time
teaching saved people,’” she said.

She had been substitute teacher for
a Sunday school class at First Baptist
Church in Arlington. Now, she says
she has found her niche with the

20' to 33' Buses by Champion

Motor Coach, inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(New and Used)

e 12 to 37 adult capacity
e Over 30 used buses for sale

&5 CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
PO. Box 2126
Brentwood, TN 37024-2126
Call Henry Headden today
1-800-370-6180
1-615-371-6180

“We Can Sell Your Used Bus or Van”

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

" ABIG HUG Bettye Baker welcomes a girls

women of Division Street.

“God called me out of my com-
fortable pew in such an emphatic way
that I know my place,” Baker said.

“I have never done anything in all
of my life for the church or God that
has given me such extreme joy and
fulfillment. I like to choose to work
for God. It is my choice and I love it,”
Baker said.

Baker said she is sometimes asked
why she continues to work on Divi-
sion Street, since most of the women
apparently are not interested in chang-
ing their lifestyles, but only in getting
a free meal.

“That’s fine,” she said. “They need
a warm meal. Every time they come,
that gives God another chance to
touch their lives.”

Baker said she hopes the women
of Division Street will see Christ’s
love demonstrated in her service to
them. “We’ve got to show them that
there’s something different when God
is in people’s lives.”

to Westwood Village Mission in Arlington,
Texas. The girls’ mother attends a weekly
luncheon and Bible study for homeless
women and prostitutes. (ABP photo by
Laura Horne)

Our missions
textbook.

PASSPORT

»

N

United States
of America

At Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, students don't just read
about missions—they leam firsthand. A required Mission Immersion
Experience places every student in the middle of missions, in settings
from Zimbabwe to Appalachia. It's one more way we're reinventing

theological education to serve the church of tomorrow. o
. . . ARASTER
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond .

A New Seminary for Kentucky:.

P. O. Box 9157 * Richmond, VA ¢ 23227 « (804) 355-8135
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
with Baptists in Russia
and Utah/ldaho.

M Russians who have
accepted Christ who now
need to be discipled and
trained to become
church leaders.

W Safety for Kentucky
teams working in Russia.
B The need for another
couple to work with
partnership coordinators
Larry and Joy Lindsey in
Russia.

M Kentucky medical
teams who will go to
Russia over the next

weeks. .

M Russian home
missionaries who are

. starting new churches.
B Churches of Utah/
Idaho as they plan
summer vacation Bible
schools.

B Evangelism teams that
will go to Utah/Idaho this
summer to present the
gospel in predominantly
Mormon towns.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BEDFORD—Kevin Shrum re-
signed as pastor of Bedford Church
to become pastor of Inglewood
Church in Nashville, Tenn. Shrum
will begin his new ministry mid-June.
B BEECH CREEK—Beech Creek
Church called John Brandon as pas-
tor.
B BENTON—First Missionary
Church called Russell Lievers as pas-
tor. He will begin his new ministry
June 4. Lievers previously was pastor
of Horse Cave Church.
B BREMEN—James Watts Jr. re-
signed as pastor of Bethlehem
Church.

New Harmony Church called Ar-
chie Oliver as interim pastor.
B CAMPTON—Campton Church
called Ron Barnett of Waynesburg
as pastor. He will begin his new min-
istry June 4.
B COLUMBIA—Columbia Church
called C. Michael O’Neal as pastor
May 14. O’Neal previously was pas-
tor of River View Church at Cox’s
Creek. :
B DRAKESBORO—Charleston
Farber resigned as pastor of Eben-
ezer Church to become associate pas-
tor at First Southern Church in Evans-
ville, Ind.
B GREENVILLE—Tom Wilkins
resigned as pastor at Pleasant Hill
Church. :
B HICKMAN—First Church cele-
brated its 149th anniversary May 21.

Former pastor Joe Williams was

guest speaker. A potluck dinner and
afternoon events concluded the cele-
bration. Danny Zickefoose is pastor.
B LOUISVILLE—Rockford Lane
Church will celebrate its 40th anni-
versary June 4. A church-wide picnic
and a 2:30 p.m. concert will follow
the worship service. Charter mem-
bers, former members and visitors
will be recognized. Call (502) 447-
2591 for more information. Ron
Abrams is pastor.

Rick Brenny resigned as minister
of youth at Carlisle Avenue Church
to continue his education.

Southside Church called Chris
Alley of Tennessee as minister of
music. Alley is a student at Southern
Seminary.

B MURRAY—Coldwater Church
called Harry Yates of Mayfield as
pastor.

B POWDERLY—James Watkins
resigned as pastor of New Paradise
Church May 14.

B PURYEAR, Tenn.—Oak Grove
Church dedicated its new debt-free
fellowship hall April 30.

B RUSSELL SPRINGS—First
Church called William Ramage of
Flintstone, Ga., as pastor. Ramage
will begin his new ministry June 1. He

- is a graduate of New Orleans Semi-

nary.

B WESTPORT—Covington Church
will celebrate its 150th anniversary
June 11. A potluck meal and 2 p.m.
service will conclude the event.

Creative teaching for children
reduces discipline problems

By Terri Lackey
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Teachers
who sit kids down in a classroom and
instruct them through rote memoriza-
tion and mindless drills can expect
discipline problems and hyperactivi-
ty in their students, two childhood
education professionals said.

“There is far too much mindless
skill and drill and pseudo-learning
going on in classrooms today. Chil-
dren have brains, and they should use
them,” Jerry Aldridge, coordinator of
early childhood programs at the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham,
told a group of children’s leaders at-
tending an annual conference at the
Baptist Sunday School Board.

“We cannot expect today’s chil-
dren to learn through the same means
as they did 20 years ago,” agreed Jane
Healy, author of several books on
learning and brain development,

Children today need more brain
stimulation than ever before because
they are inundated with media forces
that do their thinking for them, Healy
said. She believes the short attention
spans of children and their inferior
language development are due to in-
creased external interference.

Teachers need to take up the
learning slack and provide participa-
tory classroom experiences, said Al-
dridge and Healy, who do not dis-
count the parental role in a child’s

learning.

“Teachers who are having great
success with their students are doing
things differently,” Healy said. “They
are keeping children active and allow-
ing their minds to find meaning in
what they are doing. They are letting
the students construct their own
knowledge rather than training them
to just repeat back what they are
teaching.

“Little children need to wiggle,
touch, act out and demonstrate with
their bodies,” she said.

Aldridge listed several dos and
don’ts of teaching:

I Don’t use long periods of work
sheets, workbooks and sitting.

B Do find out what the children
know and what they want to know
about a topic and construct a lesson
where children ask the questions.

I Don’t hurry children from activ-
ity to activity. “Children are rushed in
classrooms and rushed by parents.
We live in a society where we are al-
ready running from one hour to the
next,” she explained.

I Do give children longer time to
complete projects.

§ Don’t use a system of rewards
and punishments, which lead to ma-
nipulation.

I Do find the child’s specific
strengths and use those to help him or
her learn. “If we find a child’s God-
given talent, we won’t have to use re-
wards,” she said.

Spring sports awards

On May 4-5 we honored students in our spring
sports program.

Oliver Hawkins, athletic director, announced
18 Academic All-State winners. He remarked
that these students have not only excelled on the
playing field, but also in the classroom. Seven
of our All-State winners had maintained 4.0
grade point averages.

Coach Donna Chesser awarded participants in
middle school track and field. She named Tasha
Congleton and Jason Middleton “Most Im-
proved.” Christina Foley and Bryan
Roy had Highest GPA. Adrienne
Smith took the Coachs Award. An-
other Coach’s Award and “Most Im-
proved” went to Levi Akers.

Coach Dora Lee Phillips awarded
our high school track and field team.
She described her team as highly com-
petitive people, very talented people
who can inspire others to excellence.

Jennifer Hubbard earned the
Coach’s Award. Phillips explained
that Jennifer would say I dont know
if I can do it; but Ill sure try. A sec-

players. Jennifer Echert and Amber Kempthorne

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

took the title of Lady Mountaineer.

Laura Hasty had the highest GPA. Anne
Hanson won the “Hustle Award,” while Jenni-
fer Echert and Melissa Brandon took “Best Of-
fense.” Melissa also earned “Best Defense.”

Monica Bova was named “Most Versatile.”
Marena Woods and Rahel Girma were “Most
Improved.” Rahel, our pitcher, changed from
slow-pitch to fast-pitch this season.

Coach Russell Gordon presented tennis
awards. He had a nearly new team
this season, with only two returning
players from last year. He recognized
Justin Swanson, who was undefeated
but did not have enough -varsity
matches to letter. “Best Singles Play-
ers” were Mark Tully and Jade Neal.
George Cerveny and Bryan Gregory
were the “Best Boys’ Doubles Team.”
Jade Neal and Sarah Gordon were the
“Best Girls’ Doubles Team.” John
Tingle and Neo Taylor were “Most
Improved.” “100 Percent Awards”
went to Stefano Ximenes and Ajae-

ond Coachs Award went to James

Curtis. James was only able to compete in one
meet, but Phillips noticed he works just as hard
as the guys who are participating.

Patricia Wood took honors for academic ex-
cellence and “Most Dedicated.” John Bivens
was our “Most Dedicated” boy.

Kristina Cecil and Jacob Akers earned “Most
Team Spirit.” Jacob also had the boys highest
GPA.

Vanessa Houk and Bre Sharp were noted for
outstanding service to the team. Ashenafe Mah-
moud and Ben Hoverter were also named for
outstanding service.

Coach Laura Stockton awarded our softball

bet Abdela.

Three players earned “Coach’s Awards;”
Doug Ettinger, Jeffrey Ximenes and Eliane Silva.
“Scholar Awards” went to Jacob Akers, Jeffrey
Ximenes, Heather Strickland and Sarah Gordon.

Coach Ed Lowdenback gave baseball awards.
Yohansa Parker was named “Mr. O.B.1. Base-
ball.” Gabe Wyatt took the “Coach’s Award.”
while Jason Young was “Most Improved.” Scott
Carkin took the “110 Percent Award.” Clifford
Lowdenback had the “Highest G.P.A.” The coach
named sixth-grader Will Martin “Rookie of the
Year.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Denvis Rush honored

“T accepted Jesus as my Savior
at age 14 and was soon teaching
Sunday school. I went to Clear
Creek to learn more about the Bi-
ble and make a better Sunday
school teacher,” Laurel County na-
tive Denvis Rush testified.

Rush rode a bus to Pineville and
took a cab to campus. “I stood there
with a bag in each hand, a teenage
boy the first time away from home.
If that cab had waited a
few moments, it would
have had a passenger
back to town.” He keep
telling the Lord: “I’m
going to make a good
Sunday school teacher.
I’m going to do the best
I can.” On the mountain
one night he encoun-
tered God. “‘Lord. 1
know what you want.
I’ll preach wherever you
want. I'll take the first

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker
|

dence Church.

The Booneville Association
elected him moderator several
times. He is currently chairman of
trustees at Oneida Baptist Institute.
On May 24 he and Juanita celebrate
54 years of marriage.

Missions and evangelism have
been a significant part of his minis-
try. One year at Horse Creek, the
church was among the top 10 in
Kentucky for baptisms
and mission giving. He
has made three mission
trips to Africa and also
preached in Korea, In-
donesia and Brazil.

Because Rush repre-
sents the best of what
our ministry does, the
faculty selected him for
membership in Delta
Epsilon Chi Honor So-
ciety of the Accredited
Association of Bible

opportunity you give
me,” but I didn’t want it to come too
soon. The next morning on the
bridge going to breakfast one of the
other students asked me to go home
with him and preach next Sunday.”
After that first sermon in Pulas-
ki County July 25. 1938, Denvis
Rush never turned back. He attend-
ed four summer sessions at Clear
Creek and the first year of the three-
year curriculum. He served as pas-
tor of six churches with 37 years at
Horse Creek Church in Clay Coun-
ty. Rush is now pastor of Provi-

Colleges.

Rush concluded his testimony
at our May graduation: “God bless
Clear Creek. I felt like I was on
holy ground when I walked on
campus. We had wonderful teach-
ers who loved us and taught us the
word of God. I will never forget the
inspiration, concern and challenge.
It will be with me all my life.” May
God bless us with more students
like Denvis Rush.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)—In

the movie “It’s A Wonderful Life,”
Jimmy Stewart met an angel named
Clarence. In the real world, Rusty
Lathrop met an angel named Jerri
Hargis.
. Atthe end of the movie, Clarence
got his wings. But in real life, no one
seems to know what happened to Jer-
ri Hargis.

Actually, Hargis is the second “an-
gel” Lathrop believes he has come in
contact with during his 39 years on
earth.

After graduating from vo-tech
school, Lathrop became an electrical
lineman. He worked for Oklahoma
Gas & Electric Co. for 16 years. For
eight of those years coworkers called
him the “grim reaper” because he vol-
unteered to work all the death calls.

As an emergency serviceman, he
received a call at 2 one morning that a
car had hit a utility pole and there was
an electrical outage.

Upon arriving at the scene, Lath-
rop saw the fuses had blown and so
he began cutting the wires blocking
the roadway. He was not wearing pro-
tective gloves because he could see
that all the wires were deadened.

He cut five of the wires, and as he
was reaching for the sixth, a voice told
him not to touch that wire, he recalled.
“I looked around to see who had said
that, but nobody was there.”

“I asked a fireman to keep every-
body away from the wires and walked
to the pole where the fuses had blown.
At first, everything looked normal.
Then I spotted a live jumper that had
broken off and was touching the wire
I was about to cut.”

That wire had 2,400 volts going
through it.

A few years later, on Nov. T, 1988,

 PEOPLE

Man electrified by accident but shocked by angel

Lathrop was working out of a cherry
picker truck on some 7,200-volt pow-
er lines in Tishomingo, Okla., when
the hydraulics bled off and dropped
him 10 feet into another 7,200-volt
line.

“It happened so fast I didn’t feel
the bucket move,” Lathrop said. “The
line hit me at the base of my neck and
the top of my shoulders, rolled off the
top of my head, and the electricity
exited out of my left leg.”

When Lathrop awoke two hours
later, he was in the emergency room
of Johnston County Memorial Hospi-
tal, strapped to a table and with tubes
stuck in him everywhere.

From there he was flown to Bap-
tist Burn Center in Oklahoma City,
and when he next awoke, he was in a
Hubbard tank of water. J

After a long argument with doc-
tors, Lathrop was given a mirror and
allowed to look at the back of his
neck.

“I could not believe what I saw,”
he recalled. “The whole back of my
neck was gone, my spine was in clear
view, my head had been scalped
about three inches wide from the base
of my skull to the top of my head.”

In addition, Lathrop’s head was
swollen to where his ears were closed
off and he could see out of only one
eye.

As he had before, he prayed to live
long enough to see his family. That
night in intensive care, he was able to
see all the members of his family ex-
cept his 11-year-old daughter, Bran-
di, who was not allowed in the unit
because of her age.

In the meantime, Lathrop’s family
was keeping vigil in the waiting room.
It was a most somber scene because
doctors had told the family he was

getting worse, his kidneys were be-
ginning to shut down and other or-
gans would follow.

“We were surprised when a wom-
an none of us knew walked into the
waiting area and asked if anyone
knew Rusty Lathrop,” recalled Lath-
rop’s mother, Lagatha Bookout.

“I told the woman Rusty had been
burned very badly and only the im-
mediate family was allowed to see
him,” Bookout explained.

Bookout said the woman replied,
“I know how he’s been hurt,” and
went to the nurses’ station to ask to
see him.

The nurses told her only immedi-
ate family members were allowed in
ICU, and the woman sat down in the
waiting room, took a Bible out of her
purse and started reading it.

The woman, whom Bookout de-
scribed as small and in her late 30s or
early 40s, said, “I bet you wonder
why I’m here,” Bookout related.

Bookout said the woman ex-
plained, “The Lord told me I had to
come and carry a message from him.”

The family was further shocked
when the charge nurse came into the
waiting room, walked up to the wom-
an and said, “You may see Rusty
Lathrop now.”

Lathrop reported when the wom-
an walked into the room, where his

wife and sister were visiting, the usu- _

ally cold room took on a warm, gold-
en glow and a totally peaceful atmo-
sphere.

“She started telling me every
prayer I had prayed, word for word,”
Lathrop said. “That surprised me be-
cause I had never prayed out loud.”

Lathrop said the woman told him
to quit praying to die, that God wasn’t
going to let that happen. “She said I

was in the Lord’s hands, he was tak-
ing care of me and he wasn’t through
with me yet. She then told me I would
get to see my youngest daughter the
next morning.”

While the woman was in the room,
Lathrop said he had no pain, but when
she left, the pain returned. “When she
left, the room got cold again and the
golden glow disappeared.”

Later that day, Lathrop’s doctor
came in and said he was going to do
the first surgery the next morning.
Such surgeries are usually scheduled
five or six days ahead of time, Lath-
rop said.

The next morning, as he was go-
ing to surgery, he got to see Brandi,
just as the visitor had said he would.

Since that first surgery, Lathrop
has had 41 others and received 63
units of blood. He eventually lost his
left leg after a five-year battle with
infections.

“On occasion during those five
years, I blamed the Lord for what had
happened and for not taking me when
that was what I had prayed for,” Lath-
rop admitted. “But today I am grate-
ful that he didn’t take me, and I thank
him every day for letting me live.”

Bookout, a member of Knob Hill
Baptist Church in Oklahoma City,
said the accident brought her son, also
a member of Knob Hill, closer to God
and to his family.

Just over a year ago, Lathrop

walked Regina down the aisle at her |’

wedding.

And what about the “angel?”

She left the hospital, and no one
has been able to find her even though
she signed the register for all those
entering Lathrop’s ICU unit.

The entry reads simply, “Jerri
Hargis (the Lord sent me).”

SBC’s first black chaplain says more minorities needed

By Sarah Zimmerman
SBC Home Mission Board

ATLANTA (BP)—James Wil-
born didn’t intend to make history as
a Southern Baptist chaplain. He was
just looking for a job.

At 26, Wilborn wanted to be a pas-
tor, but churches didn’t want a single
man as their leader. So in 1974 he
became the first African-American
endorsed as a Southern Baptist mili-
tary chaplain, and he hasn’t looked
back.

“I had a great career,” said Wil-
born, who retired last year after 20
years in the Air Force. “I got to travel
and literally take the gospel to the
world.”

While Wilborn poked a hole in the
race barrier, Southern Baptists are still
lacking in ethnic diversity among
chaplains, say chaplaincy leaders.
And while the chaplaincy force con-
tinues to grow, government budget
cuts and corporate downsizing threat-
en the job security of many.

Albert Holmes, Home Mission
Board director of business and indus-
trial chaplaincy, is the first African-
American to serve on the chaplaincy
division staff. After working for the
Texas department of criminal justice
nine years, he joined the HMB staff
in January.

“We need to encourage more mi-
norities” to be chaplains, Holmes
said. “Many of them are not aware or
informed about the opportunities.”

The Navy’s chief of chaplains also
issued a plea for more ethnic chap-
lains earlier this year.

Wilborn said many men prefer the
power and freedom of being a pastor
over the military’s up-line account-
ability. “In the military, you have to
answer to the rank and file. If men
want to build a building, chaplaincy
is not for them. It’s for people who
want the challenge to go into all the
world.” :

With current trends of downsizing
and corporate mergers resulting in
layoffs, however, the challenge for
many chaplains may be keeping their
jobs. :
Chaplains are endorsed by the
HMB’s chaplains commission, but
they are paid by the organizations
they serve, including hospitals, pris-
ons, businesses and military institu-
tions. Or they volunteer.

To Southern Baptists, chaplains
are a bargain. Chaplains receive no
Cooperative Program or Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering funds, but last
year the 2,343 endorsed Southern
Baptist chaplains reported 24,036
professions of faith in Jesus Christ.

Yet to some managers trying to

balance budgets, chaplains are ex-
pendable.

“Administrators are asking, ‘How
can we justify spending the money to
fund you?’ A chaplain must earn the
right to be where he or she is,” said
Bill Donovan, recently retired HMB
director of institutional chaplaincy.

Four years ago, 56 chaplains in
Georgia state hospitals, mental insti-
tutions, juvenile centers and prisons
lost their jobs due to government bud-
get cut-backs.

As a West Virginia hospital chief
executive officer, Don Smith said he
must “balance budgets, conserve re-
sources and avoid waste. Many CEOs
take the position that there are not
enough dollars to fund both care and
caregivers.”

Army chaplain Jim Rennell said
military leaders are asking. “Can a ci-
vilian do the (chaplain’s) job cheap-
er? Can volunteers or part-timers do
it cheaper?”

Part-time chaplains may be cheap-
er but not always as effective, said
Huey Perry, director of HMB chap-
laincy. Volunteers and part-time
chaplains can lead worship services,
but they cannot have a thorough un-
derstanding of the institution without
being there daily, he said.

Most contract chaplains work a
limited number of hours and receive

no benefits, Perry said. Consequent-
ly, the contract system attracts few
qualified professionals.

On the other hand, Perry is opti-
mistic about chaplains’ role in the
trend toward privatizing institutional
care. In some places, private compa-
nies have contracts with government
entities to run institutions such as pris-
ons and mental health hospitals.

. Many of those contracts require chap-

laincy services, Perry said.
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Rusty Lathrop’s
family was
surprised when a
woman none of
them knew walked
into the hospital
waiting area and
asked for him. “I
bet you wonder
why ’m here,” the
woman admitted.
“The Lord told me |
had to come and
carry a message
from him.”

NO REGRETS James Wil-
born became Southern
Baptists’ first African-Amer-
ican chaplain when as a.
single adult he could not
find a pastorate. After 20 |
years of ministry through
the Air Force, Wilborn says
he has no regrets about his
career and hopes others -
will see the opportunities of
chaplaincy. (BP photo by
Sarah Zimmerman)
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Now you can print your church newsletter
on the outside of the Western Recorder.
A good deal just got better.
Call (502) 244-6473 today
and ask about the new
Reverse Fold Newspage
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