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Fatherless America
A growing number of
American children
celebrate Father's Day
each year without a
father in the home. A
prominent social
researcher says this
trend has dangerous
implications for the
nation’s future.

See pages 1,6 & 7.

Trademark plan
dropped

The Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board
has dropped its plan to
trademark the name
“Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering.” See page 2.

. Family Forum

My almost-12-year-old
son wants to wear weird
hair styles and clothes
that are far too big. It
drives me crazy. Help!
See page 4.

: Editorial
What can churches do to
help stem the tide of
America’s growing
fatherlessness?

See page 5.

Sci-fi religion?

A Kentucky author has
trekked into a land few
Christian writer dare to
go: science fiction.
See page 10.

(c190) 1 abed 995 ¢buioyy

Foundation gaining in funds and trust of churches

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Fifty years and
$50 million invested has made the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation healthy
and wealthy—and a wise investment
choice for a growing number of
churches.

Chartered in August 1945 as a
charitable, non-profit organization,
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation cel-
ebrates 50 years of service to Ken-
tucky Baptists this year.

But 1995 is memorable for anoth-
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er reason as well. During its anniver-
sary year, the Foundation surpassed
$50 million under asset management.

The Foundation’s primary pro-
grams include general estate steward-
ship consultation for individuals; en-
dowment and charitable giving edu-
cation and promotion; and investment
management.

The Foundation, an agency of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, en-
courages individuals to make planned
gifts and donations for the advance-
ment of various Baptist causes.

It also receives gifts for endow-

ments, invests the principal and dis-
tributes the income to Baptist causes
as indicated by the donors. Gifts are
received in the form of stocks, bonds,
real estate, cash, gift annuities, life in-
surance or bequests in wills.

In addition to its longstanding
record with Kentucky Baptist agen-
cies and institutions, the Foundation
is quickly gaining a reputation as an
ideal resource for many churches.

The Foundation considers its role
in education as an important ministry,
said President Richard Carnes. It of-
fers educational seminars on estate

Fatherlessness hecomes the

By Marv Knox
Editor

* If trends continue, the “primary
fault line” dividing Americans in the

next century will not be race, religion,

class, education or gender, but patri-
mony—the presence of a father in the
home, according to a new book on the
status of fatherhood. -

And the growing absence of fa-
thers in American homes will contin-
ue to erode the foundation of society,
insisted David Blankenhorn, author
of “Fatherless America” and presi-
dent of the Institute for American
Values.

That erosion and the perils which
accompany it—teen pregnancy,
crime, violence against women, edu-
cational failure and poverty—will not
be controlled until society once again
“celebrates the ideal of a man who
puts his family first,” he insisted.

Ideal fatherhood provides benefits
in two directions, Blankenhorn said.

“Fatherhood, more than any other
male activity, helps men to become

good men,” he began. Statistically,
fathers are “more likely to obey the
law, to be good citizens and to think
about the needs of others” than adult
males who are not fathers.

Fatherhood also enriches the lives
of children, he added. “It provides
them with a father’s protection and ...
a father’s money and material re-
sources. It provides them with what
might be termed ‘parental cultural
transmission’—a father’s distinctive
capacity to contribute to the identity,
character and competence of his chil-
dren. And most obviously, (it) pro-
vides children with day-to day nurtur-
ing.”

But despite the advantages of fa-
therhood, Americans are changing
their minds about “the role of men in
family life,” he claimed. “As a cultur-
al idea, our inherited understanding of
fatherhood is under siege. Men in
general, and fathers in particular, are
increasingly viewed as superfluous to
family life—either expendable or as
part of the problem.”

Fatherhood has been “diminished”

planning at no cost to churches.

The Foundation staff conducts
about 25-30 seminars each year-in lo-
cal churches, Carnes noted. These of-
ten are held churchwide on Sunday or
Wednesday evenings, or during lun-
cheon meetings for senior adults.

Such seminars may intimidate
some people, Carnes acknowledged.
“It’s difficult when they’re thinking
about an event that ultimately leads to
their death. However, we all have the
responsibility to care for ourselves,
our loved ones and the causes that are
0 See Foundation gaining ..., page 9

great divider

in three ways, Blankenhorn noted.

“First, it has become smaller,” he
explained. “There are simply fewer
things that remain socially defined as
a father’s distinctive work.

“Second, fatherhood has been de-
valued. Within the home, fathers have
been losing authority; within the wid-
er society, fatherhood has been losing
esteem. Fathers are simply not very
important.

“Third, fatherhood has ... become
decultured,” or robbed of a common
definition of what being a father
means. This fragments the role a fa-
ther plays in the family and, as an ex-
tension of families, in society, he said.

The 'decline in fatherhood has
more than a theoretical impac, Blan-
kenhorn stressed. It directly involves
mothers and their children, and as
those children grow up, it impacts
communities.

“Tonight, 40 percent of American
children will go to sleep in homes in
which their fathers do not live,” he
reported. “Before they reach the age
i See Fatherlessness ..., page 6

(Bars show 1960, 1970, 1980 & 1990, in drder)

Father &
Mother

Mother
Only

Father
Only

Father &
Stepmother

Mother &
Stepfather




3
B

BAPTISTS

~ BAPTIST BITS

B Toby Druin has been
named editor-elect of the
Texas Baptist Standard,

the largest Baptist
newspapaer in the

United States. Druin, 60,
has been managing
editor of the paper since
1976. He succeeds
Presnall Wood, who will
retire at the end of 1995.

H Smith & Helwys
Publishing Inc. dedicated
anew 20,000-square-
foot office building and
warehouse May 25 in

_ Macon, Ga. The 4-year- .
_.old independent

publlsher created in
response to conservative
control of the Southern
Baptist Sunday School
Board, now has 27
employees and.posted
total salesof $2.2 million

last year.

FMB drops Lottie Moon trademark plan

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (ABP)—
Administrators at the Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board have
dropped an effort to trademark the
name “‘Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing.”

The relationship between Wom-
an’s Missionary Union and the FMB
“is far more valuable than control of
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
trademark,” said Don Kammerdiener,
FMB executive vice president, in a
joint statement released by both orga-
nizations.

Kammerdiener and David Button,
FMB vice president for public rela-
tions and development, flew to Bir-
mingham June 5 to meet with na-

ATLANTA (BP)—After raising
publicqu questions about the proposed
reorganization of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, Home Mission Board

President Larry Lewis says he will .

speak in favor of the report on the
convention floor if three amendments
are made. -

Lewis outlined his suggested
amendments to the report of the Pro-
gram and Structure Study Committee

‘in a three-page memorandum to

HMB trustees and members of the
SBC Executive Committee June 2.
“The only part of the ... report I

* oppose is that which deals with home

missions philosophy and strategy,”

| Lewis said. “With a few simple word

changes, I could support the entire re-
port and would be glad to do so on

.

promise, ma'am, | AM the new pastor
from the church down the street.”

=
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tional WMU leaders, who expressed
surprise when they accidentally
learned about the FMB’s trademark
application. WMU has promoted and
collected the Lottie Moon offering
since its inception.

Kammerdiener said the decision to
drop the trademark application was
made the previous week in a tele-
phone conversation with FMB Presi-
dent Jerry Rankin, who is visiting
missionaries in Asia.

WMU Executive Director Dellan-
na O’Brien, one of four WMU lead-
ers at the Birmingham meeting, wel-
comed the FMB move. ;

“This decision has helped to affirm
the historic role of the WMU in its

the floor of the convention.”

His proposed changes are:

# Amend the sentence, “The
North American Mission Board is
charged to focus upon direct mission
strategies with a focus on direct
evangelism and church planting,” to
read, “The North American Mission
Board is charged to focus upon di-
rect and cooperative mission strate-
gies with a focus on evangelism and
church planting.”

Although Lewis said he realizes
the study committee meant a differ-
ent use of the phrase “direct mis-
sions,” the report nonetheless has
been clouded by picking up a term
that carries a very specific and nega-
tive meaning in current HMB rela-
tions with state conventions.

support for the offering,” O’Brien
said in the statement. ‘“This has been
an emotional issue for our member-
ship. I believe the decision will help
put this issue behind us and contrib-
ute to a closer relationship between
these two missions partners.”

In the joint statement, Kammerdi-
ener said the FMB would not block
any attempt by WMU to secure a
trademark on its own. But he suggest-
ed “that it may be in the interest of
both parties to drop the matter.”

“We’re grateful for the freedom

the FMB has given WMU to apply for

a trademark ... but we have no imme-
diate plans for doing so,” O’Brien re-
sponded.

Lewis asks for 3 amendments to report

l Delete the word “career” in the
provision which directs the North
American Mission Board to “ap-
point, approve, support and equip
career missions personnel.”

The committee’s wording could
be interpreted as prohibiting the use
of short-term missionaries such as
church planters, who compose 75 per-
cent of the present home missions
force, Lewis said. -

I Amend the report’s endnote
which calls for larger, primarily
Southern state conventions to fund all
their evangelism and missions pro-
grams without SBC support.

Lewis’ proposed amendment
would call for these stronger states
to assume a greater portion of their
own support.

94 Lottie gifts
almost hit goal

RICHMOND, Va, (BP)—
Southern Baptists increased their -
giving to the 1994 Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering by about $3
million over the year before and -
came short by less than 1 percent
of meeting the offering goal,
which hasn’t been met since
1981.

The figures, released June 2
by the Foreign Mission Board,
showed the final tally even sur-
passed the board’s March 10 pro-
Jjections by nearly a half rrulhon :
dollars.

‘When the books closed May |
31, giving stood at a record
$85.93 million, or 99.92 percent
of the $86 million goal. '

“I think this is one more way

- Southern Baptists have of saying
regardless of any secondary cir-
cumstances, the primary thing is
for them to move ahead in mis-
sions,” said Don Kammerdiener,
EMB executive vice president.

Kammerdiener noted that af-
ter four years of a virtual plateau, -
offering receipts rose in 1993
and 1994. “Breaking through this
plateau gives us encouragement
that the trend will continue. This
gain points us toward the even
greater gain needed to reach the -
$100 million sesqulcentenmal
goal.”

That goal for 1995, Southern
Baptists” 150th year, will require
a16.4 percent increase in giving.

Reorganization will take one vote, not two

NASHVILLE (BP)—The pro-
posed restructuring of the Southern
Baptist Convention can be approved
in one vote at next week’s SBC annu-
al meeting, the convention’s legal
counsel has ruled.

Contrary to some earlier reports,
legal counsel James Guenther said
June 6 the report of the Program and

° Structure Study Committee will re-

quire a majority vote at only one an-
nual meeting. However, an amend-
ment to SBC Bylaw 15, which would
be made necessary if the report is ap-
proved, would have to be approved in
two consecutive meetings, Guenther
said.

Guenther said messengers w111

first be asked to vote on the entire pro-
posal. If the report is approved by a
simple majority, an amendment to

Bylaw 15 will be offered immediate-

ly, he said. The bylaw changed would
have to be approved both this year
and next year.

Bylaw 15 includes a list of the
SBC’s agencies and institutions.
Since several agencies and institu-
tions would be deleted or renamed.
the list would have to be restated.

Although the reorganization pro-
posal has drawn much criticism for
virtually ignoring Woman’s Mission-
ary Union and assigning some of its
traditional duties to other agencies,
Bylaw 15 would continue to list

WMU as an auxiliary to the SBC,
Guenther said.
Also last week, SBC Executive

Committee President Morris Chap-

man said it will be possible to amend
the restructuring report from the con-
vention floor. In an on-line conference
on SBCNet, Chapman said the study
committee would prefer the report be
adopted as one piece “‘because they see
it as an organic whole.

“Nevertheless, amendments may
be offered from the floor, and if the
body adopts them they would become
a part of the report,” he continued. “If
the convention chooses to amend,
they (committee members) would
certainly understand.”

Peace Fellowship restates position on gays

NEW YORK (ABP)—Directors
of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of
North America have revised a contro-
versial statement they adopted in Feb-
ruary declaring the organization a
“welcoming place” for gays and les-
bians.

Meeting in New York City May
19-20, the board of directors unani-
mously adopted a “Statement on Jus-
tice and ‘Sexual Orientation” which
supersedes the “Statement on Gay
and Lesbian Justice” they adopted in
February.

Ken Sehested, Baptist Peace Fel-
lowship executive director, said the
statement is a “refinement” of the pre-
vious pronouncement, not a reversal.

“The heart of our conviction—that
sexual orientation is irrelevant to
Christian discipleship—remains un-
changed,” Sehested said. “But there
was a widespread feeling that the ear-
lier document did not communicate
what we intended.”

The February statement prompt-
ed the American Baptist Churches in
the USA to cut off ties with the Bap-
tist Peace Fellowship until its “stat-
ed aims, goals and resolutions are
consistent with American Baptist
policies.” Sehested said American
Baptist leaders took offense not pri-
marily with the statement’s affirma-
tion of gay and lesbian orientation,
but with a sentence pledging to op-

pose denominational resolutions
which attack homosexuals.

The revised statement still wel-
comes people into the Baptist Peace
Fellowship of North America regard-
less of sexual orientation and terms
inclusion of gays and lesbians an is-
sue of justice. The statement goes on
to acknowledge that sexual orienta-
tion is “‘a matter of significant conflict
within the church and the larger cul-
ture.”

“In welcoming gay and lesbian
people into our movement, we do not

‘intend to break relationship with those

who disagree with our position, but
rather seek to deepen dialogue,” the
statement says.
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Baptist agency trains foster kids for life

ELIZABETHTOWN—Rebecca
Sanders is now a young wife, new
mother and successful day care own-
€L

As a former foster child, she cred-
its a Kentucky Baptist program as
critical in putting her on the road to
success.

She is a former resident of Glen-
dale Children’s Home, a ministry of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren. The care provided at Glendale,
and the independent living program in
particular, helped prepare for life on
her own, she said.

Sanders describedl her childhood

as “horrible” and said she was 15 be-
fore she could find the courage to tell
anyone of the abuse, including sexual
abuse, she had to suffer at home.

She was placed in state care, but
then, she said, she was seriously ill.
She was ill not only emotionally and
mentally, but physically. She suffered
from depression and a desire to die
and an eating disorder which case
workers thought might keep her hos-
pitalized the rest of her life.

But things changed when she was
sent to foster care through Glendale
Baptist Children’s Home.

“With my family, I didn’t even
know where my next meal was com-
ing from,” she explained. “In foster

care, I found out there were people
who did care about me, so I began to
take care about myself and to heal.”
When she was a senior in high
school, she entered the independent
living program, which is designed to
help youth make the transition to in-
dependence in the adult world. Par-

ticipants receive life skills instruction_

in an activity-centered classroom.
They learn about managing money,
obtaining and maintaining a job, pre-
paring meals and other daily living
skills.

She shared an apartment on the
Glendale campus with other indepen-
dent living participants.

While in high school, Sanders
worked two years at a day care cen-
ter. After high school, she attended a
community college. Then eight
months before her 21st birthday,
while working for a food service
company, she decided she was ready
to be totally on her own and found an
apartment with the help of the inde-
pendent living coordinator.

With assistance from the state, she
received a $300-per-month stipend
for rent and utilities until she was 21.
As a young person with no family
support system, Sanders said she nev-
er would have been able to establish

herself without the financial help and .

the skills the independent living pro-
gram provided.

She got her start as a day care pro-
vider when she discovered a co-work-
er had no child care. She was able to
care for the children since she and
their mother worked different shifts.
When other mothers started asking
her to care for their children as well,
she decided to become a full-time
provider.

Now she’s certified and has
opened a family day care in her home.

She also counsels foster teens who
currently are in the independent liv-
ing program. She said she always tells
them things will get better if they
don’t give up. And she advises them
to continue in the program so they’ll
be as well-prepared as possible.

Kentucky’s independent living
program draws upon the resources of
private agencies like Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children, with state
and federal assistance. During 1994,
more than 800 foster teens participat-
ed in the Kentucky program. Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children
trains about 80 teens through inde-
pendent living programs each year.

For information about becoming a

foster parent, call Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children at (800) 456-
1386.

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY Curtis Mooney (center), president of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, looks over new literature for the
Cornerstone Family Center in Pikeville with Carl Boyd (left), director of missions for Pike Baptist Association, and Jim Smith, director of
missions for Enterprise Baptist Association. A partnership between the two associations and Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children has
established professional Christian counseling, foster care and pregnancy counseling and adoption services in the Big Sandy area. A
formal dedication service for the Cornerstone Family Center building was held June 4. The center, located in the Harold communlty was
built with labor and dollars donated by volunteers from the two associations. ,

Warford named KBC missionary in residence

Charles Warford has been named
missionary in residence with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention for a nine-
month period beginning Sept. 1.

Warford will work directly with
KBC Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Bill Marshall to promote missions
awareness and Cooperative Program
giving.

Warford and his wife, Carolyn,
currently serve as Southern Baptist
missionaries in Germany. He is chair-
man of the German Baptist mission,

the organization of missionaries serv-
ing in that country.

He is a native of Ballard County
and a graduate of Georgetown Col-
lege, where he was president of the
Baptist Student Union and of the Min-
isterial Association.

He also holds three degrees from
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.
Warford served as pastor of Betha-
bara Baptist Church in Habit in the
late 1950s. He served three other

churches out of state before being ap-
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board
in 1986.

During their temporary assign-
ment back in Kentucky, the Warfords
will live in a missionary house pro-
vided by Broadway Bapiist Church of
Louisville.

After Sept. 1, Warford will be
available to speak in Kentucky
churches, associations, world mis-
sions conferences, youth meetings
and other groups.
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Time to speak up

As Baptist Christian women, sub-
missive in nature and prayerful in
spirit, we have remained quiet about
the threatened exclusion of Woman’s
Missionary Union from the Southern
Baptist Convention. However, when
a life of sainthood as demonstrated by

Lottie Moon has been reduced to that

of a trademark, it is time to speak up!

The attitude and
stance taken by the
“powers that be” in
the  convention
have been spiritually and emotionally
devastating to those of us who con-
sider WMU as our heritage, dating
back four generations.

WMU is a part of the foundation

of our Baptist churches. We know of

no WMU in any Baptist church that
tries to usurp authority or rule the
church community.

We only wish to continue with the
same zeal and enthusiasm to follow
the command of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when he said, “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel.” We
perceive the restructuring proposal as
“fixing something that is not broken.”

We do not wish to be judgmental,
but in our humanity, we question the
motives of the leaders of our South-
ern Baptist Convention.

Pat Welch, WMU director
First Baptist Church
Middlesboro

Reconsider

As a Christian group; a Baptist-
believing group and a mission-mind-
ed one as well, we of the Aberdeen
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union
ask the Southern Baptist Convention
to reconsider the proposed reorgani-
zation plan excluding WMU. »

WMU has been the backbone for

BAPTIST FORUM

missions both near and far away. This
organization has prayed for, promot-
ed and given to the mission work for
many, many years. WMU has con-
stantly reminded Southern Baptist
churches of the Lottie Moon, Annie
Armstrong and Eliza Broadus offer-
ings for the support of missions.

We do not understand the conven-
tion’s desire to create a women’s min-
istry when it already has a vibrant and
active one in
WMU.

We ask you to
search your hearts
and souls, but most importantly go to
our almighty Heavenly Father and ask
his will to be done in this matter.

We do not believe anyone would
want to let the work of WMU be done
in vain, or be forgotten.

We ask that the proposal be recon-
sidered, but we also ask you to recog-
nize the ongoing ministry of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union.

Aberdeen Baptist Church WMU
Bracken Baptist Association

Vote no

We, the members of Clear Fork
Baptist Women’s group, have studied
the “Covenant for a New Century”
which will be presented for approval
at the Southern Baptist Convention.
Woman’s Missionary Union is not
specifically addressed in this report at
all, but the work WMU has done for
over 100 years has been assigned to
other entities. This causes us much
concern.

WMU has engaged in missions
education for women, girls and pre-
schoolers as well as initiating the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering and the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
Through these offerings, we have
raised countless millions of dollars for
missions. :

We feel the proposed reorganiza-
tion is not only unfair, but may very
well hinder the missions effort around
the world. Therefore, we respectfully
and prayerfully request that you vote
against the reorganization of the SBC.

Odell Brown, president
Clear Fork Baptist Women
Bowling Green

Relate to WMU

In recent months, the Southern
Baptist controversy has caused a stir
among one of the most important
parts of our denomination, Woman’s
Missionary Union. The leaders of our
national convention seek to reorga-
nize the denomination’s agencies.

There seems to be an omission.
WMU has been an integral part of
Southern Baptist life. Certainly there
are no plans to stop associating with
the independent agency, so they say.
But could it be that since the SBC
leadership has no control over WMU,
they feel the need to dismiss their re-
liance on WMU?

Since WMU is an independent
agency, they cannot expect the SBC
should make them a part of its struc-
ture and organization. However, the
request by WMU leadership to be in-
cluded in the report, not as an agency

of the SBC but as a partner with the -

mission boards, is not inconsistent
with the plans of the committee for
restructuring or WMU’s vision for
missions education and support.

I pastor a church that has heavily
relied on its WMU as many others
have. We will continue to rely on
them, I am certain. Because missions
is so important, please find a way for
WMU, the best missions education
and support organization, to have a
formal relationship with the SBC.

Kevin A. Purcell
Falmouth

Critics & enemies

~ Whether politician, pastor or de-

nominational leader, one needs to
learn the difference between a critic
and an enemy.

Elected, appointed or “called”
leaders must inevitably face criticism
of one kind or another. Perhaps at
least one of the reasons
many Baptist pastors stay
for such brief seasons (the
average length of a South-
ern Baptist pastorate is
around three years) relates
to the capacity to manage
criticism. Unmanaged crit-
icism may do emotional
damage.

While President Bill
Clinton and House Speak-
er Newt Gingrich are poles

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

be and what it “really is.” They may
have glossed over the letters of Paul,
who understood and endured a life of
criticism from members of the many
congregations he started and/or nur-
tured. Careful reading of those letters
will help one see that Paul, too, at
times, was rather thin-skinned about
criticism. »
The truth is that some-
times criticism, whether in
small or large doses, can
be beneficial. Think about
it. Sometimes it is in criti-
cism we grow most.
Admittedly, I am made

one who apparently feels
“called” to be a constant
critic. They may not real-

for positive influence in

apart in political ideology,
they share the commonality of a con-
stant barrage of criticism. It often is
the recognition of the potential for
criticism which keeps many a good
man or woman from the political
playing field.

Not a few young, bright-eyed min-
isters have been caught by surprise
when they discover, existentially, that
some church members can seem un-
merciful and unrelenting in their crit-
icism. And not a few ministers have
left the ministry because they could
not resolve that apparent conflict of
what they “imagined” the church to
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their lack of moderation.
Still, there will always be a few of
those around, and we might as well
grow accustomed. And sometimes
they are right in the essence (if not
manner) of their criticism.

Most pastors will admit that their
best critic is their spouse and, some-
times, their children. In a healthy re-
lationship, we may learn more about
ourselves from family than from any-
one else. Given the intimacy of those
relationships, that shouldn’t be a sur-
prise. We do well to take seriously
criticism by our mates and our chil-
dren—even if we disagree with the

uncomfortable by some-

ize they lose their potential -

content and/or “manner of presenta-
tion”!

Especially have I come to appreci-
ate the difference between a critic and
an enemy. While a critic may be
wrong, they may-also be right. How-
ever, they mean you no personal or
professional harm. They may not like
what you say, or do, or like you per-
sonally, but they are not attempting to
harm you.

However, and regretfully, there
are those who, for whatever reasons,
have crossed the bridge from critic to
enemy.

They are the ones who will invent
untruth and will twist and pervert
truth to serve their cause. These are
they who can do a leader the most
damage; these are they who can dam-
age a reputation or ruin a career.

We live in a time of twistedness;
of broken relationships; of untamed
cynicism; of causes which are said to
justify whatever means necessary.

Jesus died by the hands of such
persons; persons who presumed to be
religious. Paul, too, was lied about by
people who were determined to “do
him in.”

There are critics aplenty, God
bless ‘em! But, Lord, please protect
us from our enemies, and help us re-
member that you will not honor dis-
honor.

William W. Marshall is executive sec-

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

cation open.

FAMILY FORUM:
CHILDREN

Drives me crazy!

By Jewell Nelson

Q My almost-12-year-old son
wants to wear weird hair styles
and clothes that are far too big. It
drives me crazy. Help!

A Think what’s really impor-
tant in life. Are big clothes and
weird hair harmful to him or to
others?

Think, too, about transitional
ages. There are many, but a good
example is the 2-year-old who
says, “No” and “Me, do it my-
self” regularly. The 11-to-12-
year-old, the 15-to-16-year-old
(and other transitional ages) say,
“No” and “I want to do what [
want to do. Let me out of these
restraints.” The restraints may be
real or perceived, so the transi-
tional ages often are rebellious.

Specifically, think about your
almost-12-year-old who is into
the transitional stage of pre-pu-
berty and puberty. More hair,
harmones and feet than ever be-
fore. And at the stage of wanting
to be both independent and de-
pendent.

Kids like to dress to be differ-
ent, so they all dress alike. -

The greatest danger of big

- clothing might be tripping over

the trouser crotch and breaking a
tooth. The hair style grows out.

Compromise on selecting
clothing. Dress-up clothes fit,
and daily clothes are larger, but
not to the detriment of tripping.

The hair issue seems minor
compared to what some children
are doing today that will destroy
their lives. Some suggestions:

0§ Don’t nag. It only increases
the rebellion. :

I Be sure your child is in-
volved in activities he enjoys,
sports, drama, music, hobbies.

I Commend your son for any,

“even minor, accomplishments.

8 Occasionally write a note of

~ appreciation and stick it in a sur-

prise place—in the refrigerator,

- on his pillow, in the big-pants

pocket or on the TV screen.
B Keep the line of communi-

~ B Hug him, Tell him ‘you love .




EDITORIALS

‘Churches must inoculate

Fatherlessness has reached epidemic proportions in America, and it
will plague the next generation if churches don’t 1noculate families
against its onslaught.

This week before Father’s Day, the Western Recor es a look at
fatherlessness. A package of articles on David Blanke; ’s book “Fa-
therless America” begins on page 1. A speech by Vice President Al Gore
is printed below. They cite a vicious cycle: Fatherlessness leads to vio-
lence among boys, out-of-wedlock pregnancy among girls and poverty.
Then, those traits produce another generation of fatherless children.

So, what can our churches do for fatherless America? Diana Garland,
director of the Gheens Center for Christian Family Ministry at Southern
Seminary, and John Lepper, director of the Kentucky Baptist family min-
istry department, offered several suggestions:

First and foremost, the pastor must be a powerful role model and ad-
vocate for fatherhood, they insisted.

“If the home is important, that must be modeled in the church,” Lep-
per said. “This starts with the pastor, including the pastor’s relationship
as a spouse and as a parent, which must be solid.”

“Our pastors need to lift up the role of the father and declare how
irreplaceable that is,” Garland added. “The church has been silent as fa-
thers have maintained the cultural definition of the father as ‘breadwin-
ner’ but have not known other ways to be involved with their children.

against fatherlessness
dren, she said. “It’s time fatherhood was modeled by church staff, and
it’s time church discipline emphasized men’s responsibility, as Chris-
tians, to be good fathers.”

Next, churches must help fathers develop parentmg skills, Lepper
noted. The process first assists men in achieving self-worth as individu-
als, which gives them the “solid self” esteem needed to nurture others. It
progresses to help them enjoy strong relationships with their. wives, he
explained, noting valuable parenting skills build upon self-esteem and
strong marriages. Then it proceeds to enable fathers to nurture, discipline
and guide their children lovingly and effectively.

Training resources include “Covenant Marriage” and “Parenting by
Grace,” as well as the Fall Festivals of Marriage, he said. Another is
World Changers, which strengthens fathers’ roles as they join their chil-
dren in cross-generational mission work, Garland added.

Third, churches must not forsake children whose fathers have left
them, Garland stressed. “A great need is for ‘spiritual fathering’ for chil-
dren whose fathers cannot or will not be involved in their lives.”

Many regular church programs, such as Sunday school and missions
organizations, can be adapted to cross-generational training in order to
encourage men to be good biological and spiritual fathers to children in
the church, she also noted.

“It’s time we spoke loudly from our pulpits” stressing the importance
of fathers remaining in their homes and closely connected to their chil-

These three steps are vital if churches are going to prevent the plague
of fatherlessness from spreading to the next generation of Americans.

Marv Knox

American fatherlessness creates ‘a cultural & spiritual crisis’

We are in the midst of an epidem-
ic of father absence.

This epidemic is borne out in cold,
hard statistics: Nearly 6 million chil-
dren live in homes without fathers.
Children without fathers are twice as
likely to drop out of school. Boys
without fathers are more prone to vi-
olence. Girls with-
out fathers are
more prone to have
a child out of wed-
lock, starting the cycle over again.
Two-thirds of unwed mothers are
poor. Three-fourths go on welfare.

But cold statistics do not help us
understand the dimensions of father-

-lessness in a child’s life—aching dis-.

appointment, loneliness, lack of self-
esteem.

I come with one simple message
for the men of America: Our children
need us. For your sake, for their sakes
and for the future of this nation, I am
asking the men of America to commit

" themselves to their children once

again.
In one way, 1 am asking us to re-

tured into a frown of confusion,

- For just an instant, this toddling niece of -

mine mistook me for my father.

Although Id never really thought about

GUEST EDITORIAL

“Look who’s here, Shelby,” Valorie told
her 2-year-old daughter as the child bound-
ed into the kitchen on a Sunday morning,
“Granddaddy!” Shelby shouted, turning
on a humongous smile that quickly frac-

turn to the traditions of our past. Until
very recently, poor children were .
likely to have had a father in their
home, whether their parents were
penniless immigrants or the descen-
dants of slaves.

Now that most poor children do
not have fathers in their homes, we
look back with
some nostalgia.
Suddenly, we un-
derstand how im-
portant many of those fathers were to
the hopes and dreams of poor children
who aspired to be part of the Ameri-
can dream.

Some people point out how impor-
tant fatherhood is because of econom-
ics. But for too long, policy-makers
have defined the role of father as
nothing more and nothing less than
breadwinner.

Fathers always have been more
than a paycheck. Focusing solely on
economics ignores the stunting effect
on fatherhood faced by the middle-
class dad who works two jobs to
make ends meet and never can come-

developed about as many wri

-c_:eded his. .

~ What a nice surprise. In retro-
spect, I'd be even mo
-pleased 1f someg

it before, I can see how such a mistake haracter for Dz
could happen. A picture taken at my high. o

school graduation shows us in almost-iden-
' tical profile: Same nose and forehea‘

 ilar upturn at the c:
~ofusin glasses

qguife unfortunately, my hairhne has out-re«»

‘Still, Shelby caught me off guard
‘when she mistook me for Daddy ‘

home for dinner. It ignores the dam-
age done by the upper-class dad who
is so busy climbing the corporate lad-
der he has no idea who his children’s
teachers or friends are. Focusing sole-
ly on economics lets a lot of dads off
the hook.

Defining the problem of father-
lessness as an “underclass problem”
ignores divorced middle-class dads.
Divorce often leaves the child with-
out a father. As many as 20 percent of
children of divorce have not seen their
natural father in five years. Even more
haven’t seen their father in a year.

We talk about the Deadbeat Dad
to articulate our anger at fathers who
fail to give their children financial
support. But our fatherlessness crisis

is far more severe than bumper-stick- -

er phrases. In addition to financially
Deadbeat Dads, we have emotionally
and morally Deadbeat Dads, depriv-
ing their children of the love, time,
character, lessons, spiritual guidance
and positive examples children des-
perately need from their fathers.
Throughout this epidemic of fa-

nkles And

'Nowadays, some people make a lot '
i :,by talking about

therlessness, millions of brave single
mothers have struggled to raise their
children alone. Many have done won-
derful jobs, but even the very best
mother cannot replace the loneliness
and sense of loss suffered by those
children who never have known their
father.

So, we must find a vocabulary to
affirm these single mothers and praise
those who do a heroic job of parent-
ing. We must acknowledge that some
fathers—Ilike those who inflict vio-
lence on their families—ought to be
kept out of the family. Yet we must
not soften our insistence that children
need two parents. And we must not
soften our demand that public policies
and attitudes must be changed to im-
prove the chances that fathers will
stay with their families—not just fi-
nancially, but physically, emotionally
and spiritually.

We must recognize the crisis of
fatherlessness is a cultural and spiri-
tual crisis.

Vice President Al Gore
Washington

m_other
hey mean pra.c-‘ o

- can look yourself mn the mirror, and you_

- never have to worry about what othersdo.”
- B “Treat every girl or woman the way

~you’d want people to treat your s1ster I

Churches need to
do at least three
things regarding
fatherlessness in
America:
Emphasize the
importance of
fatherhood from
the pulpit and
through church
action, help
fathers remain
fathers and
become better
fathers, and
provide “spiritual
fathers” for
children whose
biological fathers
have left them.

1 “Never lie. ‘You re not smart enough
‘ »; to keep up with all the lies you’d have-:-to
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FAMILY

'Fatherlessness hecomes the nation’s great divider

Tips for fighting fatherlessness

'.the recoveryof the i_ath_ hood. i
‘and the rehabilitation of con

' leglslation is whether it
. }mstrtutron of marnage

law and the weifare system to ensure t_hat 3
: promote famrly breakup and out-o f—wedloc
oAb

piaces “where heaithy famliy structure |s nurtured and fewer
children are born out of wedlock.”

10 State legislatures should “support fatherhood by .
regulating sperm banks.” '

Regulations could ensure that these modern resources are.
not used to help birth children in fatherless families.

11 Well-known athletes, who have the attention of the
nation’s youth, should organize a public-service campalgn -
‘promoting the importance of fatherhood. .

12 Family scholars should write new, sensible high schooi
and college textbooks about marriage and parenthood.

These resources could reinforce the lmportance of mtact ,
families with Iovmg fathers ‘ .
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Continued from page 1

of 18, more than half of our nation’s
children are likely to spend at least a
significant portion of their childhoods
living apart from their fathers.”

The absence of fathers means
more than merely setting one less
place at the family dinner table, Blan-
kenhorn said. Rather, fatherlessness
leads to increases in youth violence
among boys and teen pregnancy
among girls, he charged.

A 1990 report by the Progressive
Policy Institute notes, “The relation-
ship between crime and one-parent
families is so strong” that it overrides
other possible relationships to crime,
such as race and income, he said.

And psychological development
studies on teen boys reveal that boys
without a father in the home show
higher incidents of rage and greater
tendency toward “protest masculini-
ty, the unrestricted aggression and
swagger of boys who must prove their
manhood all by themselves, without
the help of fathers,” he said.

“Put simply, we have too many
boys with guns because we have too
few fathers,” he claimed.

Similarly, girls who grow up with-
out a father in their homes are more
likely to become unmarried teen
mothers, he added. Various studies
show the rate of unwed teen pregnan-
cy has risen parallel to the increase in
fatherlessness in American homes.

“Adolescent childbearing is inex-
tricably linked to the decline of father-
hood,” Blankenhorn insisted. This
happens “not only because more and
more adolescent boys are willing to
impregnate girls without the slightest
intention of becoming an effective fa-
ther, but also because more and more
adolescent girls are growing up with-
out a father in the home.” '

Similar studies document that fa-
therlessness also leads to domestic vi-
olence against women, child sexual
abuse and child poverty, he said.

Blankenhorn acknowledged that
some biological fathers who are mar-
ried to the mothers of their children
commit sexual abuse and beat their
wives. But still-married fathers com-
prise a tiny minority of the perpetra-
tors of abuse and violence, he noted.
The majority of abusers are stepfa-

‘Battle Fatigue

Continued from page 1

tionships are a key to recovery from
battle fatigue. “Jesus said: ‘Love the
Lord with all thy heart and all thy
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’
It’s important to put these two things
into effect in your life—having fel-
lowship with God and with your fel-

low man and reaping the benefits of

those relationships,” Brown says.

‘Another key to recovery is spiritu-
al disciplines. A survey by researcher
George Barna found only 18 percent
of evangelical Christians have a daily
time with God that includes prayer
and Bible study.

Drawing from an Old Testament

“story in 1 Kings 18, Brown writes of

how Elijah rebuilt a broken altar by
using 12 “remembering stones.” He
urges readers to rebuild their own bro-
ken altars with “‘remembering stones”
such as prayer, worship, praise, holi-

thers, mothers’ boyfriends and ag-
grieved divorced fathers, he said.

Collectively, the increase in youth
violence and teen pregnancy, along
with soaring rates of domestic vio-
lence. child abuse and poverty,
present all of society with heavy bur-
dens and dangerous consequences, he
stressed. Even intact, healthy families
pay huge social costs, not to mention
state and federal costs, because of fa-
therlessness in increasing numbers of
other families.

Tragically, the absence of fathers
in America’s homes is a matter of
choice, he reported.

“Today’s fatherlessness is almost
wholly volitional—the consequence
not of one collective decision, rooted
in social necessity, but of many indi-
vidual decisions, rooted in personal
adult preferences,” he said. “At bot-
tom, contemporary fatherlessness is
about personal freedom, a lifestyle
choice.”

An extreme view of individualism
has led many parents to seek divorce
because it met their needs, rather than
the needs of their children, he ex-
plained.

This trend has been fed by a com-
plementary view of individualism
which says an individual parent—
usually the mother—can do every-
thing two parents can do, thus deni-
grating the role of the father in child-
hood development.

All this leads to “a culture of fa-
therlessness,” where having a father
or not having a father is equally legit-
imate, Blankenhorn said.

In light of this tragedy, America
needs to see a return of the “Good
Family Man,” he prescribed.

“As a father, the Good Family
Man is not perfect, but he is good
enough to be irreplaceable,” Blanken-
horn said. “He is married. He stays
around. He is a father on the premises.
His children need him, and he strives
to give them what they need, every
day. He knows that nothing can sub-
stitute for him. Either he is a father, or
his children are fatherless. He would
never consider himself ‘not that im-
portant’ to his children.”

Blankenhorn reported the results
of focus groups from around the
country, who were asked to define

what a father ought to be. A Good
Family Man:

I Provides for and protects his
family.

He “knows the value of money”
and is willing to work hard to provide
his wife and children with the re-
sources to be secure, but not neces-
sarily wealthy.

He also puts his famrly first, pro-
tecting them from physical harm, but
also enabling his children to grow up
as safe as possible from dangerous
cultural pressures.

8§ Shows he loves his spouse and
children through his actions.

He spends time with his family. He
is not so consumed with work or per-
sonal pleasures that he never is home
or is totally distracted when he is
home. He is openly affectionate with
his wife and children.

B Lives and teaches biblical and
moral values.

He is a spiritual leader and a good
role model for his children. He bal-
ances priorities in his own life. He
helps his children as a problem-solv-
er, teacher and guidance counselor.
He is a good listener and takes the
feelings and perspectives of his fami-
ly into account. -

l Remains flexible.

He has not adopted rigid roles for
“women’s work,” for instance. He
shares the home workload as a part-
ner with his wife, although he freely
acknowledges gender distinctions.

“All these pieces ... fit together,
adding up to one man—the good fa-
ther,” Blankenhorn said. “A good fa-
ther is not simply a man who per-
forms certain tasks for his children.
He is a man who lives a certain kind
of life. He is upright. He sets a good
example. He has high moral charac-
ter. He shows his love through his ac-
tions. ...

“Undergirding this entire way of
thinking is one simple premise. Fa-
thers are necessary. As a guarantor of
child and society well-being, the
Good Family Man is unique and irre-
placeable.”

And as such fathers train up their
children and instill in them powerful,
life-affirming qualities, Blankenhorn
stressed, they strengthen all of soci-
ety for yet another generation.

author offers hope for weary

ness, Bible study, faith in God, belief
in Jesus Christ, spending time with
God and serving others.

Although some might see battle
fatigue and “burnout” as synony-
mous, Brown makes a distinction.

“Battle fatigue is a precursor to
burnout,” he says. “They’re probably
first cousins. You can recover from
battle fatigue a lot quicker than you
can from burnout. Burnout is a more
drastic stage of battle fatigue, when
you’re to the point where you’re be-
yond any remedial remedy.”

Even someone who is not a Chris-
tian may benefit from the book,
Brown says. “A non-Christian could
get a lot out of it, but the ultimate so-
lution is fellowship with Jesus Christ.
A non-Christian is going to have to
make a decision as to what he thinks
about Jesus Christ.”

Gaining access to the power of

God is critical for anyone who wants
to avoid physical, emotional and spir-
itual exhaustion, Brown says.

He warmns that even Christians will
not be able to access God’s power if
they hold on to “bits of Baal,” a refer-
ence to a pagan god mentioned in the
Old Testament. “We must remove all
false gods from our lives, those things
that we thought would bring the rain but
could not because they are powerless.”

He lists five “bits of Baal” that
may hinder a Christian’s access to the
power of God:

§ Ambition to achieve fame, suc-
cess or glory no matter what the cost.

I Unholy desires.

I Memories of the past that hold
you captive.

I Unhealthy relationships.

I Business activities and recre-
ational endeavors that take prece-
dence over a relationship with God.
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The unnecessary father and other pomts of view [

By Marv Knox
Editor

The »VISItIl'Ig Father is aImost mv1$tble, Blankenhorn
xplained, calling him “a shadow dad, a displaced man trymg not to
_ become an ex-father. ‘He is a father who has left the premises. He still
 stops by, but he does not stay. He is on the outside looking in.”
While the Visiting Father wants to be a good dad, he cannot
be, Blankenhorn insisted.

_On the positive side, he's basrcally good to his chrtdren

: . : : ) " and he represents the majority of fathers who do not live with
But now Ward Cleaver is dead. And his place in the family—provider,
protector, nurturer and guide—is in intensive care, according to Blanken- 'thﬂ'r families but see them regularly and pay_‘chrld su_pport
horn's:iew ook “Fatharles Ainiciica”  Buthe cannot pmwd_e an adequate f‘athenng:relatronshlp
“Today’s expert story of fatherhood largely assumes that fatherhood is for his children because “visiting” and “fathering” are
superfluous (and) unnecessary or undesirable,” wrote Blankenhorn, director contradlctov t’fms Blankenhorn said, contending the full

The “Leave it to Beaver” days have faded into the never-never land of
nostalgia, according to studies conducted by sociologist David Blankenhorn.

Back in the early *60s, Ward and June Cleaver raised Wally and Beaver
according to a defined cultural standard: Dad had a good job and provided
for the family. Mom’s life was in the home, creating an inviting nest for her
husband and children. And no matter what their problem, the boys knew
Dad would work it out—in 30 minutes or less.

of the Institute for American Values. “An essential claim of the script is that  benefits of fatherhood are delivered to chtldren over time
there are not—and ought not to be—any key parental tasks that belong es-  through ongomg contacttn the home Wlth them and their

sentially and primarily to fathers.” - imother
This perspective views the male parent as what Blankenhorn calls the
Unnecessary Father—totally out of date and unneeded.
The Unnecessary Father can be replaced by a good mother, a teacher, a

friend of the mother or any of a number of other surrogates, Blankenhorn . & e ;{:. -
explained. “He may be useful in some ways. He may be a nice guy, pethaps The sper m "Father Compwtfs his fatherhood prior to
even a force for good. But he is non-essential, peripheral, ‘not that impor- the blrE[thfdms child, Bla”ke”hom Sald Heisa mm'ma“St father a
tant.”” ~one-act dad.” '
“Fatherless America” describes eight other types of fathers: - But the Sperm Father also IS becommg more prOllftC he added

Pl i ~_noting this. t}lrjpg of fathe
o Lo L __percent” of btrths , ’ »
. " is ;r t',!gatoﬂ,r'm:ﬂg‘,egomm i o Dhis father can. be the mother’s on mght stand a boyfnend who
; drsown e e . moves onor perhaps even a donor to a sperm bank. . -
: - ~ “Today’s re-emergence of the Sperm Father as a mass male -
phe_nom,enon constitutes our society’s clearest example of cultural
regression,” he said. “The Sperm Father srgnmes a relapse from -

’ socrey to the state of nature

. 4<|>,

stble for as many as 30

" B Stepfather and tlte Near UY are “substitute fathers,” he noted.”

hey‘a 1ot fathers but they‘ sen/e hat are requentty called “father flgures —non-fathers

S boyfnend a famlly fnend nerghbor teacher o
 to take a tatherty interest in a child growing up.
; vrewed posntwely, smce they are prowdlng some

The New Father is a nice-but-neutered reversal of the Old -
Father. . v

“He is nurturing,” Blankenhorn described. “He expresses his
emotions. He is a healer, a companion, a colleague. He is a deeply
involved parent. He changes diapers, gets up at 2 a.m. to feed the
baby, goes beyond ‘helping out’ in order to share equally in the work,
joys and responsibilities of domestic life.”

Whereas the Old Father saw masculinity as a
synonym for power, the New Father rejects that
notion as an “obsolete sex role.” He's been
described as the “like-a-mother father.”

For all his nurturing and helpful attributes,
the New Father is flawed, Blankenhorn asserted.

“The New Father model is a mirage,” he said. | .
“It purports to be about fatherhood, but it is
not. There is no father there. The New Father is
a ... form of genderless parenthood, a direct
repudiation of fatherhood as a gendered social
role for men.”

_,_:btologtcal fathers who remam in families, -

The Good Famllv Man, aithough representing
a minority of fathers, is the ideal dad, Blankenhorn said. ,
~ “The Good Family Man puts his family first,” he explained.
“He is responsible for them. He sacrifices for them.”

The Good Family Man instinctively assumes the role of
provider. Even though his wife may work outside the home, he
takes on the responsibility for making sure his children’s
physical needs are met. ~ °
This father also protects his family, from physncal danger

and from “destructive forces in the larger society,”
Blankenhorn said. He prepares his chrldren for facing the
future in a challenging world. .
-~ The Good Family Man nuriures his chtldren He hugs his
. children and their mother. He joins with their mother in

_The Deadbeat Dad s a bad guy, Blankenhom
conceded. “He is morally culpable. He is a criminal; he belongs in jail.
He is the reigning villain of our contemporary fatherhood script.” ‘
Aithough the Deadbeat Dad has abandoned his children and their

mother (and, chances are, he never married her), he is really bad housework bt Blankenhom called “hands-on fatherhood.”
because he won't pay child support. And this father also “sponsors” his children. “Paternal sponsorship means fathers teaching
The Deadbeat Dad is awful, but Blankenhorn also taulted culture ~ children a way of life,” Blankenhorn explained. “More than providing their material needs, or

for being inconsistent in its relationship to him. On one hand, cuitur_e ‘
says fathers aren't important anyway; but on the other |t says
Deadbeat Dads ought to be forced te pay. ' .

~ shielding them from danger, or even taking care of them and showing them affection, paternal -
sponsorship means . endowmg chlldren with competence and character by showing them how
“1o live a certain kind of life.”
The proof of the Good Famﬂy Man’s eﬁectlveness comes when his chlldren launch out on
their own as competent adults he contended
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BAPTISTS

'Smgie church.

st historians date the modern Bapnst o\ ment to 160 ,
: English 1 Dy
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By Marv Knox
Editor

This year’s proposed reorganiza-
tion of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion continues a centuries-old trend
toward centralizing denominational
authority, according to Baptist histo-
rians.

However, some Southern Baptlsts
have reacted to recent consolidations
of power by reverting to patterns of
cooperation that were more common
about 200 years ago, the historians
claim.

Baptists historically have had a
“highly decentralized nature” and
originally were “highly suspicious of
organizations other than the local
church,” writes Jesse Fletcher, author
of “The Southern Baptist Convention:
A Sesquicentennial History.”

Nevertheless, Baptists’ pragma-
tism and passion for missions eventu-
ally propelled them to cooperate for
common causes, Fletcher said in an
interview. For example, 19th century
Baptists joined forces for the sole pur-
pose of sending missionaries.

The trend developed down
through the years, enabling Baptists
to cooperate in order to perform in-
creasing numbers of tasks under a de-
nominational structure, said Fletcher,
chancellor of Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity in Abilene, Texas. And it con-
tinues today, when a new SBC reor-
ganization proposal “looks more like
a centralized structure” than previous
developments, he added.

In the years immediately follow-
ing its founding in 1845, the SBC
functioned like a hybrid between a
modern convention and a society,
Fletcher said. Conventions perform
multiple ministries channeled through
a centralized organization. A society
performs a single ministry, and mem-
bers band together for that purpose
alone.

“We began with just two boards,”

the Home Mission Board and the For-

eign Mission Board, Fletcher noted.
“Initially, the convention did a lot of
the work of the boards during its an-
nual meetings.

“But gradually, the scope of the
activity of the boards and their inten-
sive work put the individual boards
and their executives on their own, re-

* porting to and getting instructions

from the convention.” . .

“ The formation of the Sunday
School Board in 1891 caused the con-
vention to take another step toward
“resembling what we’ve known since
then,” Fletcher said. By providing
Sunday school literature and other
materials for church programs, the
Sunday School Board gave the SBC
and its churches a national identity
and a common way of doing and or-
ganizing church, he said.

Despite its growth in numbers of

adherents and types of ministries, the

convention still functioned somewhat
like a cluster of societies; he added.
Agents hired by the agencies and
institutions traveled the country, ap-
pealing for money, but the SBC
lacked a unified method of financing

the its common ministry and integrat--

ing its work.
“By the turn of the century, we
found ourselves in a different world,”

said Albert McClellan, longtime asso-
ciate executive secretary of the SBC
Executive Committee, who has spent
years teaching and writing about SBC
history and development.

From 1845 until the turn of the
century, SBC annual meetings were
small, and messengers spent several
days developing and debating recom-
mendations for the convention’s few
agencies, McClellan said. “It was pos-
sible to bring together consensus rec-
ognlzmg two ideas—diversity and
missions.’

But as the annual meetings got
larger and the work of the agencies
grew more complex, Southern Bap-
tists began to complain about d1sor-
ganization, he said.

About that time, the trend toward
centralization erased societal tenden-
cies and provided impetus for a more
organized way of doing business,
Fletcher says in his book.

The Executive Committee, which
sets a convention budget and acts on
behalf of the convention between an-
nual meetings, was created in 1917
and came into its own in 1927. The
Cooperative Program, the SBC’s uni-
fied budget, was launched in 1925.
And the rules for seating messengers
to the annual meetings, which origi-
nally allowed representatives from
individual donors and societies, gave
churches the exclusive right to send
messengers in 1931.

In the mid-1950s, as the SBC and
its churches enjoyed a post-war
boom, the convention looked to the
corporate world for guidance in effec-
tively handling rapid expansion.

In the ensuing years, the conven-
tion patterned itself after big business,
claimed Bill Leonard, an American
church historian and head of the reli-
gion department at Samford Univer-
sity in Birmingham, Ala.

“The denominational model in
American has tended to follow the
corporate business model,” Leonard
said. “This particularly has been true
in the 20th century, with a trend to-
ward national centralization.

“A national body was seen as the
best provider of overall services, such
as literature, education and missions.
Smaller churches that could not af-
ford to send their own missionaries
could combine with larger congrega-
tions to do more organizationally.”

. This business-efficient structure
jelled in the 1970s, with the Execu-
tive Committee and an Inter-Agency
Council gaining strength to coordi-
nate the work of the agencies. In the
mid-’70s, Southern Baptists dreamed
up Bold Mission Thrust, the cam-
paign to present the gospel to every
person on the planet by the year 2000.

The impetus of denominational
development worked well until con-
troversy wracked the convention, be-
ginning in the late *70s, historians and
other observers say.

“We worked together on the basis

of confidence and mutuality,” Mc-
Clellan said of the earlier years.
“There was generally an atmosphere
of respect from Southern Baptists for
each other. We could go to the con-
vention and say with confidence and
integrity, ‘Blessed be the tie that
binds.””

But conflict dominated Southern

!Big SBcstructure has evolved from simple roots

Baptists in the ’80s, historians agree.
And although the overt political bat-
tles for control of the convention end-
ed with the conservatives’ victory in
1990, the fallout continues, they note.

In the summer of 90, moderates
met on short notice to begin develop-
ing what would become the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship. Based in At-
lanta, it provides disaffected Southern
Baptists with opportunities to plug
into a Baptist missions/ministry sys-
tem now that the SBC is closed to
them.

SBC and Fellowship leaders argue
over whether the Fellowship is a new
convention or not, with SBC officials
saying it is and Fellowship advocates
saying it isn’t.

Whatever the ultimate answer, it
currently functions like a hybrid, his-
torians note. In one respect, it’s a so-
ciety for doing missions. In another,
it’s a convention-type distributor of

- funds for an expanding array of other

Baptist societies.

The presence of the Fellowship,
along with a host of other vibrant .
para-church groups—from Habitat
for Humanity, to InterVarsity, to
World Vision—indicates “regional-
ism and localism have prevailed over
a national bureaucracy,” Leonard in-
sisted.

“That is true, whether you’re talk-
ing about IBM, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development or
the SBC. It’s not that churches aren’t
doing Baptist things, but that they’re
doing some para-church and some
denominational things. The lines are
blurred.” ;

This “blurring” began before the
SBC began fragmenting, with the rise
of evangelical para-church groups
like Campus Crusade for Christ in the
early 70s.

Meanwhile, the SBC’s reorganiza-
tion plan seems to be steering the con-
vention in another direction, Fletcher
said.

“When other organizations are
getting flatter from top to bottom,
we’re seeing more of a pyramid struc-
ture in the SBC,” he explained. De-
spite reducing the number of SBC
agencies, the reorganization plan adds
at least one level of denominational
strata, with a new Great Commission
Council placed over the two mission
boards. And one of those boards, the
North American Mission Board, will
combine three current SBC agencies
into one mammoth organization.

In addition, while current business
models emphasize strengthening
grassroots participation in decision-
making, the SBC is consolidating the
power of its chief decision-making
body, the Executive Committee, he
said. That puts the “top” and *“bottom”
of the SBC pyramid even further
apart. :

That’s because the streamlined
?90s-look of the SBC “still has its feet
in the ’50s,” Leonard said. “The ques-
tion is this: Is the SBC bureaucracy
so tied to the *50s that it cannot down-
size quickly enough?”

The answer will be played out over
time, Fletcher said. Whether recent
moves will have positive or negative
results, “these changes are the stuff of
history,” he asserted. “They just hap-
pen.”
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Oneida Baptist Institute
provides a climate for
youth that is conducive
to development of
respect for authority,
honesty in word and
action, the highest
moral Christian
behavior, well-adjusted
and responsible
personality, strong
physical vigor, an
appreciation of the
value of an education
and the attainment of
each student’s highest
-intellectual potential

This is the first year for
Oneida Baptist Institute
to benefit from the

. Barkley Moore Father’s
Day Offering, recently
approved by the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention Executive
Board. This offering is
named in memory of
our longtime president,
Barkely Moore, who
died in 1994. Offering
gifts will supplement
funding from the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention, individuals,
churches, associations |.
and student fees:

SEE FOR YDURSELF

Oncida Baphisi Insfifuic

Meet some of the class of 1995

Our students tell Oneida’s success story best

Mike Summers was a quiet,
not-so-small young man when
he enrolled in our school. At the
time, we had no idea what a blessing
he would be to us.

At the time of his birth, his mother
was not married. Though Mike knows
his father, there never has been much
contact. Mike grew up without the
benefits of a normal family relation-
ship.

Mike did not do well in school and
failed: first grade. He later failed the
third and fifth grades. When Mike
was 10 years old, his mother passed
away and an aging grandmother took
over the responsibility of raising him.
Already big for his age, having failed

three grades did not help the

. situation. Mike did not find
~_school interesting, and he
" missed many days.

In addition to his academic prob-
lems, Mike was something less than
a model student. At the end of his
eighth grade year, it was determined
he was not ready to enter high
school. He had missed 30 days of
school that year and was told he
would have to repeat the eighth
grade.

His grandmother, now 88 years
old, was encouraged to bring Mike to
Oneida. So that summer he came.

-We found Mike to have a pleasant
personality. Mike was never a prob-
lem for us. Oneida was nearly an ide-
al environment for him.

Sitting in chapel at the beginning
of the fall term, repeating the eighth
grade, Mike heard our cross country

coach encourage students to go

. out for the team. The coach ex-

You are mwted to wsnt
the Oneida campus any
time. Tours are
available for individuals
and groups. Come see
for yourself what God is
doing at Oneida Baptist
Institute. Write to the
school at P.0. Box 67,
Oneida, Ky. 40972-
0067. Or call us at
(606) 847-4111.

_ plained that we did not cut stu-

.told him,

dents from our sports program like
many schools do. He stated that if a
student comes to practice, gives his
best and has a good attitude, he will
always be on the team. Mike decnded
that under those terms
he had nothing to lose.

He had never gone
out for sports before.
One big factor was his
size—he weighed 280
pounds. Mike did all
that we asked of him.
Needless to say, he
was not one of our
better runners. In fact,
he came in last in ev-
ery race—sometimes
10-15 minutes after
the runner before him.

There was a time
when he was discour-
aged, but the coach
“Mike, you may have
crossed the finish line last, but you
did cross it. Just think of all those
students who did not have the guts
to go out for cross country; you
crossed the line ahead of all of them.”
That was just the boost Mike needed.

Afier cross country, he went out
for wrestling. In spite of all the run-
ning, he was still overweight and very
weak. He could have become dis-
couraged and embarrassed, deciding
to quit. Instead, he finished the wres-
tling season, though he never got to
compete—something about no one
in his weight class.

Mike completed the eighth grade
for the second time. He had been in
our special help program, and his
grades had greatly improved. Mike
was now ready to begin high school.

- MIKE SUMMERS
He fzmshed the ace

At the start of his freshman year,
the announcement was made about
cross country. Mike did not need any

prodding. He was there that evening.

waiting for the coach’s instructions.
Mike did a little better
that year. Instead of
coming in 10-15 min-
utes behind the last
runner, he was only
about 5 minutes be-
. hind. After cross
country it was wres-
tling again. That year
he got to compete
once or twice. With all
of the running and
. wrestling, Mike had
lost nearly 100
" pounds. His self-es-
- teem nearly went off
the scale. He did not
win either of those
wresthng matches but remember we
told him the most important thing
was to finish the race.

Something else happened that
ninth grade year. When the honor roll
was called for the second quarter, his
name was called. To be on the honor
roll, one must have a B average or
higher. From that second quarter of
his freshman year until graduation,
he was on either the B, A or straight-
A honor roll. Pretty good for a boy
who had failed four grades before
coming to Oneida.

When Mike entered the 10th
grade, he went out for cross-country
again. That year he was not always
the last to cross the finish line. He
went out for wrestling again. With his
new physique, he was able to put on
a good showing and finally won a

match. Mike was a very modest
young man. But when he won that
wrestling match, you would have
thought he had just won the most
important wrestling match in the
world. The many hours of running,
exercising and all those last finishes
had finally paid off. Mike had won.

Because Mike had failed four
times, his age finally caught up with
him. When he entered the eleventh
grade, he was no longer eligible to
compete.in high school sports. Dis-
appointed but not discouraged, he
found many other interests. His long
love for art continued. He had been
involved in Baptist Student Union for
years. His other accomplishments in-
cluded: “110 Percent” awards for
wrestling, cross country, basketball,
track and field, “Most Improved”
award in chess and cross country,
“Most Outstanding Freshman”
award, “Coach’s Award” and highest
grade point average in wrestling, and
second place in the state Class A
wrestling championship.

Mike also was involved in Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes, choir, Y-
Club, Academic Team and BETA
Club. He served as a teacher’s aide,
campus ministry assistant and a BSU
small group leader.

Like many who come to Oneida,
Mike had some problems. Some
would even say he was a problem
child. The family could not pay the
modest room, board and tuition, so
Mike was given a partial scholarship.
Mike is a beautiful person, and has
always been grateful for what he has
received at Oneida.

We thank God for sending Mike
our way.

“This place has been a turmng pomt in my life.”

Anne Hanson arrived at Oneida
the summer before her eighth grade
year. She came to us from Green-
view, Ill.

Durmg the |n|t|al admission as-
sessment, her parents had de-
scribed Anne as “bubbly, smiles all
the time, tender-hearted, loving, but
failing, just not making it in public
school, seven years of feeling like a
'dummy :

- Anne was the youngest of three
girls. The two sisters were very high

~_achievers: one was the valedictori-

an of her class, the other was salu-
tatorian. Anne, on the other hand,
was struggllng with a learning dis-
ability. She explained, “In the public

school none of the teachers under-
stood my Iearnmg dlsabmty They

grade. By August she was ready for -
regular eighth grade classes. She
recalled, “At Oneida the teachers

understoou'-me and helped m

great extent. | learned how to cope

with my learning disability.”

And her grades? Anne was on
our academic honor rolI all of her
freshman year, two -
guarters of her soph-
omore year, all of her =
junior year and all of
her senior year. |

In addition to °
catching up on her
studies, Anne made
time for many co-
-~ curricular activities.

She was on our work
program and served
as an office aide,
dormitory hal :
tor and a Ilfeguar

- She particip

; volleybalt

_ ming, soft
. Iowshlp

of

.Baphst Student Umon small group
leaders and earned many awards

orts and outstandmg scholar- -

ship. -
Anne shared that doors have
_opened for her at Oneida that were
osed back home She was captain
. of our swim team,
¥ while her pubhc
school did not even
have a swim team. In
regard to other
sports, “At home |

dn’t get to play
much because | was
failing. Here I've had
better grades and

sports. It proves.to
~me I'm not worth-
- less.”

Athletics helped

‘Anneinanotherway, a :
~ tion. I've learned how to live.”

too. “I weighed 300

ounds when | was -

‘In the seventh grade.

| lost weight here

- and | lost it the nght

- way. ThIS place has been a turning
_point in my life. To look at me and
what | used to be, | can’t imagine

‘have played varsity

what I'd be without O Biltliras?
Already a Christian when she
came to Oneida, Anne still found
the Christian environment helped
her grow tremendously. “My
dad’s a minister. My parents have

-always loved me and have been

my best friends. We have no prob-
~lems at home. | guess were pretty
Imuch a Leave-lt-To Beaver fami-
y!

Nevertheless, she contlnued
“Oneida has brought me closer to
God. It has taught me to be a bet-
ter person. Back home | grew up
with a lot of pressure from being a
preacher’s kid, and from being
called stupid in school. I've learned
“maturity, how to control my temper
and to put God into every situa-

Anne’s future plans include go-
ing to college in Indiana. She
wants to become either a physical
therapist or an occupational ther-
apist. She hopes to coach a sport,

 too, perhaps swimming.



M Oneida Baptist
““{nstitute is a boarding
- school for boys and
girls in grades 6-12,

- with an average
enroliment of 550 and
staff of 150.

B About 60 percent of
Oneida graduates go
on to college or other
institutions of higher
learning.

M A unique Special
Help program at
Oneida gives
extraordinary attention
to students with low
reading and math
skills.

W Oneida also offers
advanced placement
classes for superior

students.

M Oneida receives
about 7 percent of its
support from the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention
Cooperative Program.

Nearly 68 percent of.

our funds come from
individuals, Sunday
school classes, WMUs
and churches.

B Oneida Baptist
Institute does not turn
away any young
person because he or
she cannot pay the
modest room, board
and tuition fees.

M None of Oneida’s
students get cut from
sports teams or other
activities due to a lack
of ability. If a student

comes to practice,
does his or her best
and has a positive
attitude, he or she will
not be cut.

B Oneida has a simple
_ admissions process.
Normally, if a youth is
- physically and
mentally competent to
be away from home
and wants a Christian
education and the
benefits Oneida has to
offer, he or she is
accepted.

2-A

“Here you can make yourself whatever you want te be.”

Chris Byers first visited 0.B.l.

when he was in the sixth grade.
_ His older brother enrolled in our
chool, and Chris wanted to
ome too.

He recalled Dr.
Moore’s reply: “Well,
come on!”

Chris waited until
the summer before his
eighth grade year. At
that time we did not
offer middle school
classes in summer
school. (We do now.)
Chris was allowed to
take a ninth grade bi-
ology class and made
A’s and B’s. He ad-
vanced to ninth grade
in the fall.

Chris wanted to
come to Oneida “be-
cause | thought it had
more to offer than my

school back home.” 0.B.1. provided
some co-curricular activities that
were not available at his public
school. He also found courses here
that were not offered back home.
. Perhaps the main
reason Chris sought
admission to 0.B.1.,
however, was his need
to break away from a
stereotype. “I was
| from a small town,” he
explained. “The teach-
ers had set expecta-
tions. My brothers had
made mistakes, and it
seemed like they were
just waiting for me to
do the same.”
, He knew Oneida
would provide him
_ with the chance to
make a new start.

yourself whatever you

“Here you can make

want to be,” he said. :

Chris decided to jump into the
Oneida program headfirst. “| tried
everything to find out where my niche
was.” He learned about responsibility
through the work program. He par-
ticipated in baseball, basketball,
cross country, BETA Club, chess
team, wrestling, band, drama, and
was one of our BSU small group
leaders.

While pursuing these varied inter-
ests, Chris managed to stay on the
academic honor roll every quarter.
After graduation he plans to attend

Berea College. He is interested in, =
. harvester in t_he us.

studying English, pre-med, drama
and music.

Chris definitely found the support
he needed at Oneida. He related,
“This school says, ‘We’ll back you up.
We'll help you, give you that boost of
confidence.’” All together this school
is probably the greatest influence on
my life.”

“l value most the morals | have learned at Oneida.”

Sara Newbury was born in Niaga-
ra Falls, N.Y. After her parents di-
vorced, Sara, her mother and brother
moved to Kentucky. When Sara’s
mother lost her job, grandparents
(sjuggésted the children come to Onei-

a

Sara participated in our work pro-
gram, academic team, BETA Club,
choir, softball, cross country and
basketball. She was also one of our
BSU small group leaders.

These activities were a special
treat to a girl whose family was finan-
cially struggling. “I was able to par-
ticipate in a variety of activities that
would normally cost me money |
couldn’t afford,” she said.

Sara really blossomed at 0.B.1.
She explained, “Though I've always
had the desire and motivation to do
well in school, Oneida provided me
an atmosphere to excel academically
and receive awards for my scholastic
achievements.”

Our piano program was a special
blessing for Sara. “My sophomore
year | joined piano class, discovered
| could compose, and was awarded a
plaque for most cre- -
ative pianist.”

Sara shared what
she will always trea-
sure most about her
years at Oneida: “I val-
ue most the life les-
sons and morals |
have acquired at Onei-
da. | became a Chris-
tian my seventh grade
year. My mother
taught me good mor-
als, but coming t
know Christ as my °
Lord and Savior was
the much greater in-
fluence.

“Since then Oneida
has provided me an

SARA NEWBURY
She learned life lessons

spiritually. Along with that, | value the
relationships, particularly Christian,
that | have developed here. I've met
lifelong friends that | would never
: : have met elsewhere ...
. I've met friends of
other cultures. ... Such
diversity, along with
- having Christ in my
life, has helped shape
who | am.” ,
Sara plans to con-
tinue her studies at
. Berea College, focus-
, ing on music and the
- social sciences. She

pared to ... deal with
the many problems |
will face, simply be-
cause of my Oneida
experience, good fam-
ily influences and God
as my guide.”

Clifford Lowdenback was one of
our staff kids. He came to us when
his parents joined our staff.

Clifford was not a complete
stranger to Oneida. He
had visited the cam-
pus to play basketball
in a tournament. Be-
fore moving the fami-
ly, Dr. and Mrs. Ed
Lowdenback gave
their son the option of
staying in his previ-
ous public school. He |
chose to accompany
them to 0.B.I., mostly
for the athletics.

Athletics was an
important area of in-
volvement for Clif-
ford. He played bas-
ketball, baseball and
golf. He was also a
member of our BETA
Club, worked on the
¥earbook staff and was a class of-

icer

The biggest change for Clifford
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CLIFFORD LOWDENBACK
He excelled in academics

atmosphere to mature

anyone would make in moving from
a public to a private school. He
found more limits and structure
with us. Since 0.B.I.
is a boarding school,
Clifford had many
friends who were in
the dorms. He at first
. thought relation-
ships might be diffi-
cult, since he lived in
campus  housing
with his family. He
soon made friends
easily, however, es-
pecially with his bas-
. ketball teammates.
‘ Clifford thought
I he made the right
decision in coming
. to Oneida. He told of
leaving public school
at the end of his
sophomore year,
“when most of my friends were just

getting their licenses and many

people were getting more into

““Oneida has better teachers in advanced placement courses.”

in coming to Oneida was the change

drugs.”

He shared quite honestly, “If I'd
stayed there, the negative influenc-
es probably would have been a lot
worse.”

Since he planned on going to the
University of Kentucky dental
school; grades were important to
Clifford.

He firmly believed “if | had
stayed in public school, | wouldn’t
be doing so well academically.” In
academics Clifford was top-of-the-
line at 0.B.I. After maintaining a 4.0
grade point average his entire
school career, he was our 1995
valedictorian.

Clifford was outspoken about the
Oneida school: “It has helped me a
lot academically. Other schools are
nowhere close to 0.B.l. Oneida of-
fers a wider range of courses, and
has better teachers in advanced
placement courses.”

Clifford is a wonderful example
of the benefits a staff kid can re-
ceive when his parents join the
Oneida family in ministry.

_ change hls life forever. _
_wrong train trying to get from
~ Florida to North Carg
_ stead he landed in Boy
~ Green, Ky. In leaping from one
-~ train fo another to correct his
fdestlnaﬂon he vsTias pulled' nder

remarked, “I feel pre- -

“God dnes mlra_cles.

»-‘After workmg m cattie ives
Mexico, he became a m:grant _v

e d
ade a mistake tha

a In-
owling

e gan visiting
- himi inthe hospltal He later went
~_to live with them and today calls
~ them Mom and Dad.

"T.C. came to 0.8.1. to Qcom-,

;: ple't'eﬂhis{ education. Older stu-
_ dents often feel more comfort-

able in our boarding school than

~ in public schools. T.C. also
- needed a privi

e school in order
to be able to stay in the us,
since he was not a citizen.

A Christian since age 10, T.C.

 stated, “I take my faith seriously.

It's nothmg to play around with.”

He described how his faith sus-

tained him throughout his recov-

ery, recalling: “l never gave up

gn my life. | just took it day by
ay.”

Today T.C. readily expresses
gratitude to God: “I owe God a
lot. He’s done more for me than
| deserve ... . There’s no doubt in
my mind that He’s there... . If it
wasn't for God, I'd be dead.”
T.C. plans to translate his
personal experience into minis-
try to others. He wants to attend
Lindsey-Wilson College and be-
come trained in prosthetic ortho-
pedics.

“God does miracles,” he said
with a smile. “I'm living proof.”




“l have never loved the Lord as much as | do now.”

Ben Callandt came from Augusta,
Ga., at the start of his sophomore
year On admission his mother had
described his academic performance
as “failing but capable.”

Ben recalled, “I was becoming a
handful. | skrpped school. | was nev-
er at home but always with friends.”

Ben’s mother sent us copies of
two letters he wrote to her from Onei-
da. He wrote the first on his second
day of school, and it focused on his
saying goodbye. “When you left we
said our goodbyes and | walked back
to the dorm with tears-in my eyes as
home left me. | felt so lonely, but |
got my composure back and un-
packed. ... | love and miss already
what | have taken for granted. ... |
love and miss you more than you will
ever know.”

One month later, his letter evi-
denced the work of God in his life. “I
have never loved the Lord as much in
my life as | do now. He is my answer

‘want to turn my life

. of my life, since kin-

to everything. Pray that God can do

- with me what He did with Jeremiah in

Jeremiah chapter 8. |

over completely to
him ... . “l want him to
mold me into such a
beautiful piece of pot-
tery like Jeremiah.”
Ben explained, “I'd
been a Christian most

dergarten. Then when
| was in middle
school, | went to a
church camp and re-
dedicated my life to
the Lord. God’s al-
ways played a part in
my life.” Because of
his faith, Ben found
that attending a Chris-
tian school afforded him more advan-
tages than a lot of people have.

It didn’t take long for Ben’s grades

to skyrocket. He made the honor roll

his very first quarter at 0.B.1. and re-

mained on the honor
roll.

In addition to aca-
~demic improvement,
Oneida gave Ben a lot
of respect from peo-
ple. “I feel better about
myself, and ['ve
gained more self-con-
trol than | would have
at home,” he said.

Work was surely
one key to Ben’s suc-
cess at 0.B.l. Though
more or less a city
boy, he was on our
farm crew all three
years. Our farm boys
often put in more
hours than students
with other work program jobs. Ben
admitted, “It takes up a lot of time,
but that’s what | like.”

“If students are willing to give the effort, the teachers are.”

James Runion was one of our day
students. A Clay County native, he
attended the Oneida
school by day and re-
turned to his own
home in the evenings. @9

Though most of
our students board in
the dormitories, we
typically average 50-
60 day students each
year. James attended
0.B.1. all four years of
high school.

James found clos-
er relationships with
Oneida students, fac-
ulty and staff than
those he had experi-

enced in public JAMES RUNION
school. Since most of ~ pa stayed oothelam

our faculty live on

campus, James took full advantage
of the opportunity to get to know
them personally He
shared, “It's pretty
neat when you can go
to their houses at 10
p.m. and they won't
care a bit. It amazes
me.”

James was happy
he made Oneida his
choice. He explained,
“| feel I've gotten a
i Dbetter education. Most
. of my friends in public
school have dropped
out. At Oneida, if stu-
dents are willing to
give the effort, | know
the teachers are.”

A good education
was very important for

James. He has been accepted to the
University of Kentucky and plans to
become a pediatrician.

James was never content to let
Oneida be just a school for him. He
took part in many campus activities,
including golf, academic team, BETA
Club, baseball and BSU. He was jun-

" jor class president and senror class

treasurer.

James experienced what many of
our dorm students enjoy, the oppor-
tunity to be in more co-curricular
events than would ever have been
possible in their hometown schools.
For instance, James said, “I would
never have been able to play golf at
the public high school. I'm not good
enough. As for baseball, | probably
wouldn’t have had much chance at
that either. And my other school
didn’t have a BETA Club.”

“Here you’re not just a number.”

Nathan Bauman came to Oneida

. _“You gu through Irfe wrth friends here.”

from Cincinnati the summer before
his eighth grade year. His mother had
been recently diagnosed with multi-
ple sclerosis and at that time was
bedridden. Nathan’s
father worked second
shift, so was not at
home in the evenings.
Both parents were
concerned about the
direction in which
their son was headed.
He had been suspend-
ed six times during his
seventh-grade year.
Nathan was placed
in our Special Help
program that first
summer. On his ad-
mission form there
had been mention of

possible attention def- NATHAN BAUMAN

gin doing well academically, but final-
ly his grades moved up. He was on
the honor roll ever since the third
quarter of his freshman year.

Nathan found time for many activ-
ities in addition to
studying. He was in-
volved in the work
program, golf, swim-
ming, track, and took
. part in drama every
year.

Nathan said he ex-
perienced better inter-

Oneida. “Here you're
not just a number,

can become actual
friends with teachers
and staff.”

What if he had not
come to Oneida?

icit disorder. Teachers  He got personal attention ~ Nathan estimated, “I'd

at Oneida realized that
was not the case.
Nathan explained, “In the public
school I'd been making A’s on tests,
but just not doing any homework.”
By that fall Nathan was promoted to
ninth grade.

It took Nathan two quarters to be-

have been expelled by
my ninth-grade year.”

Instead, a bright future should
await Nathan.

After graduation, he plans to re-
turn home. He will attend the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and major in aero-
space engineering.

action with staff at  — for Ben.

you're a person. You

Ben Hoverter came to us at the begrnnrng preparation for college.”

of sixth grade from
gone to live with his

Richmond, Ky. He had In seven years at 0.B.I., drd Ben ever wrsh he
;randparents who were  were at a different school? “I've had opportunities

unsure they could adequately meet the needs to leave, but | wanted to stay. A former basketball
of a growing middle school boy. They looked coach told me that once you're here for a while it

_ for alternate placement and

drscovered 0.B.l.
_Ben recalled, “1

way they let everybod get in-
volved. Dr. Moore said, ‘We let
sixth-graders do anythrng the
hrgh-schoolers can do.” i

This was an ope

He became invo

nBS
~ basketball, golf, Feliowshrp of |
Christian Ath!etes track and
field, cross country and year-
- book He also was a hall moni-
tor in the dorm and was senior

class president.

_ Future plans for Ben include
attending the University of
Kentucky to pursue a career rn

sports medicine.

Ben explained, I ve gotte
more attention here than | would have in pub- come to Onerda
lic school, so I've probably made better

runs in your blood.”
. He smiled in agreement “It really
lrked the does. 2
Ben enjoyed the Christian focus of
the Oneida school. He became a
Christian three months before com-
ing to 0.B.1. and found support and
opportunities for growth. He was a
BSU small group leader, and often
helped lead worship. -
en has surely accumulated a

wealth of memories in seven years.
He supposed athletics and dorm life
will be the two brggest ones. He also
will treasure “all the friends I've
made, both students and faculty. ..
Friendships here are stronger than
those at home. You go through life
wrth friends here.”

Ben was sure if he had it all to do.
over again, he would still choose fo

~ “I'd come just for the experrence It's good fora

grades than I would have otherwrse It's good person " he explained.
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“Whatever you do,
work at it with all
your heart, as
working for the
Lord, not for men.”
Colossians 3:23

Oneida Baptist Institute
has been reaching out
to young people for 95
years. Please keep us in
your prayers.

Oneida Baptist Institute,
" P.0. Box 67,

Oneida, Ky. 40972,
(606) 847-4111.
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Introducing the Class of 2001:

“I’m getting closer to God.” :

At this writing, Meghan Yates is
one of our sixth-grade girls. She
came to Oneida at the beginning of
the school year from Portland, Maine.

Ever since her mother became un-
able to care for her, Meghan had tried
living with her father. He, however, is
a commercial fisherman.-Since he
must be away from home for days on
end, he sought a more stable envi-
ronment for his daughter.

Meghan was seeking something
else too. “I can do well in any school,
but | needed friends,” she said. Here
she has found those friends, and she
hopes to stay at Oneida until she can
graduate.

Always a good student, Meghan
has continued to do well at 0.B.l. She

CURTIS CRAWFORD
He found special help

has been on the honor roll every
quarter.

Homesickness was never much of
a problem for Meghan. Though she
has the normal ups and downs of
someone whose home is so far away,
she stated, “Right now I'm glad I'm
here.”

-Surely involvement has been one
key to Meghan’s adjustment to
boarding school. She was a cheer-
leader this year. Meghan acknowl-
edged this would not have been pos-
sible for her as a sixth-grader at her
home school. She recalled, “I had
wanted to be a cheerleader for three
years but never made tryouts till |
came to Oneida.”

Music is another of Meghan’s in-

terests. She took a band class this
year and hopes to increase her in-
volvement with band. She already
plays some flute, and now hopes to
learn to play the clarinet.

Meghan stated she likes all the co-
curriculars 0.B.l. offers to middle
schoolers. “The schools back home
don’t have that many activities for
middle school. At Oneida, they give
you chances,” she explained.

Spiritual growth has been another
positive aspect of Meghan'’s first year
at Oneida. “At home | went to church
sometimes. Here | love weekly
ghlarch and BSU. I'm getting closer to

0 -1! [

Meghan summed up her feelings
for Oneida by saying, “I like it here. |
can’'t say anything bad about some-
thing good.”

'MEGHAN YATES
“They give you chances.”

“After | saw this place | thought it would be good.”

Curtis Crawford transferred to
Oneida at the beginning of his sixth-
grade year. From Nashville, he had
learned of 0.B.l. when his grand-
mother knew another student who
came here.

Curtis recalled, “I wanted to try it
out, and after | saw this place |
thought it would be good.”

He had begun to get into some
trouble at home and at school. Curtis
had received an in-school suspen-
sion for fighting, and admitted, “I was
yelling at my-parents a lot.”

But Curtis also needed help aca-
demically. His grades were typically
C’s and D’s. When he came to Onei-

da, he was placed in our Special Help
program. Teachers in Special Help
work with just two or three students
at a time, giving extra attention to
upgrading math and reading skills.
Curtis found the help he needed
here. Charmaine Nichols, director of
Special Help, stated that Curtis has
made much improvement. She has
invited Curtis to return next year.
The boy who was beginning to get
into trouble back home has been
amazingly free of trouble at Oneida.
Perhaps this is because he keeps
busy with constructive pursuits. Cur-
tis is a band manager and volunteers
his time at our shop helping with

 Af Oneida, we minister fo young people fhrough four major arcas:

equipment repairs. He attends BSU
meetings and trips and frequents the
Campus Ministry Center during
nightly free time.

He regularly attends midweek
prayer meeting at the Oneida Baptist
Church and recently rededicated his
life to Christ in our spring revival.
Curtis finds time for healthy hobbies
too. He loves to go fishing on our
farm.

Curtis plans to be back at Oneida
next year. When asked if he might
even stay and graduate from 0.B.I.,
he grinned and said, “I'll think about
it.”

cademic team, che
music program that
Wl orcat



FINANGES

Foundation gaining funds and confidence of churches

Continued from page 1
important to us,” he added.

“As a natural spinoff, we also
make a case for them to think of Bap-
tist causes as a part of their (extend-
ed) family,” Carnes said.

The Foundation provides consul-
tation with churches and individuals
considering endowments or other
forms of financial management. Lau-
rie Valentine, trust counsel with the
Foundation, provides legal counsel to
the Foundation and charitable gift
planning guidance to institutions and
donors.

Thirty Kentucky Baptist churches
currently have entrusted the Founda-
tion to manage their endowments or

other financial accounts, and the num- -

ber is growing.

“We meet with finance and stew-
ardship committees and walk with
them through the issues they need to
think about,” Carnes explained.

But the Foundation’s services are
not appropriate for every church, he
added. Because of set maturity and
income rates, some churches are lim-
ited to short-term investments and
probably will benefit most from us-
ing their local banks.

However, churches with funds
available for a long-term investment
period of at least three to five years

could benefit from investing through
the Foundation, Carnes said.

Some churches utilize the Founda-
tion to handle their scholarship funds,
Carnes said. “We’re ideal for that.
The Foundation over time can in-
crease the principal through active
management.”

Other popular uses are for build-
ing maintenance, cemetery funds,
mission projects or music programs,
he said.

About a year and a half ago, Wal-
nut Street Baptist Church in Louis-
ville decided to develop a foundation
of its own.

“From the very start of our foun-
dation, we thought about who was
going to manage our funds for us,”
explained Leo George, church admin-
istrator. “We decided, “‘Why not let
our own Baptist Foundation manage
our portfolio?””

Ultimately, church leaders chose
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation to
manage Walnut Street’s portfolio for
two main reasons, George added:
“Their fees are very competitive, and
we liked the idea of keeping our mon-
ey in the ‘family.””

George acknowledged many
churches have had to rethink their at-
titudes about investing money.

Traditionally, Southern Baptist

churches have shied away from hav-
ing foundations and endowments,
George noted, because “we thought
we were supposed to spend all the
money we had for evangelism and
missions—we were not supposed to
hoard it.”

But more frequently, churches are
exploring other financial options, he
added—especially when considering
how to maintain their facilities.
Churches are realizing that invest-
ment is a form of good stewardship.

Carnes attributed the growth of the
Foundation to a greater awareness of
its services, the reputation of longevi-
ty and an anonymous donor about
three years ago who gave the largest
gift in Kentucky Baptist history.

“At that point, a turn was made,”
Carnes said. “People saw that as a fo-
cus moment. ... a dramatic expression
of confidence.”

Since Carnes became president in
December 1988, the Foundation has
grown from $18 million in assets to
$53 million. Last year, he said, the
Foundation distributed $1.7 million in
investment earnings.

The Foundation’s status as a KBC
agency is a testimony to its maturity,
Carnes noted. “The Foundation has
become a substantial and meaningful
part of KBC life.”

Benefits for churches

Churches have found numerous beneﬁts from placmg

their investment portfolios with the Kentucky Baptist

~ Foundation, explained Rlchard Carnes presudent of the
year-old organization: ’

. ACost effectzveness Wlth 50 years expenence in the
_ arket arena, the Foundation has identified investments -
that offer the most competitive performance, Carnes said

Large investment pool. “Some investment companie
will not accept accounts of less than $10 million,” Carne:
said. With more than $50 million in assets, the Foundation
has gotlated competmve fees ,wuth superb management-.

Ann_u_ity Board Sunday
June 25, 1995
Paul W. Powell, President

Two sides of the coin

Preparation for those

still working.

The Church Annuity Plan and
insurance programs help make
all the tomorrows secure and
comfortable. Are your pastor
and all staff members covered?

Relief when it’s too late.

1. The Cooperative Program
provides $1 million for the
most desperate cases.

2. Adopt An Annuitant provides

$50 a month to make life
more pleasant for 1,600 others.

Call or write for more information.

WANNUITY BOARD OF THE
2 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

2401 Cedar Springs Rd.  P.0. Box 2190 © Dallas, Texas 75221-2190
1-800-262-0511
Serving Those Who Serve the Lord
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'Kentucky author treks into Christian science fiction

Religion best-sellers

1o “The Seven Promlses ofa Prom e Ke er » Focus on .
the Family '
2. “When God Wmspers YourName . _ucado
3 “Welcome, Holy Spirit,” Hinn
4. "My Utmost for His Hnghest Updated Edmon

Chambe
and Reimann .
5. “Quiet Times for Couples “ anht
6 “Life on the Edge,” Dobson
- 7. “Love fora Lifetime,” Dobson
8. “When God Doesn’t Make Sense,’ Dobson
9. “My Utmost for His Highest,” Chambers
- 10. “ifTeacups Could Talk,” Bames

| | Paperhack non- hctinn

1. “Planet Earth—2000 A D i Lmdse
2 “Mere Christianity,” Lewis ‘
3. “No Wonder They Call Him the Sa
4 “Woman, Thou Art Loosed,” Jakes
5. “My Utmost for His Highest,” Chambe
6. “The Bondage Breaker,” Anderson
7. “More Thana Carpenter * McDowell
- 8. “Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be
9. “Mama, Get the Hammer,” Johnson
- 10."A Dtvme Revelatlon of Heli - Baxte

‘m Fiction ;

7. “My First Study Bible,” Loth

8. “The Baby Bible Storybook,” Curn
9. “The Preschoolers Bible,” Beers
10. “The Flrst Step Bible,” Thomas

W Christian music

1. “The Whole Truth,” Point of Grace

2. “Going Public,” Newsboys

3. “Heaven in the Real World,” Steven Curtis Chapman
4. “Moments for the Heart,” Ray Boltz

5. “Aaron/Jeffrey,” Aaron/Jeffrey

6. “Great Lengths,” PFR

7. “House of Love,” Amy Grant

8. “The Standard,” Carman

9. “Free at Last,” DC Talk

10. “Under the Waterfall,” Cindy Morgan

Data provided by Evangelical Christian Publishers
Association, based on actual sales in Ghristian retall stares

in the United States and Canada. Listi ’
endorsement by the Western Record
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By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOUISVILLE  (BP)—Space
aliens, UFOs, time travel and “angels
of light” don’t sound like staples of
Christian fiction. But “The Fallen”
isn’t the normal entry in this ever-ex-
panding corner of the book market.

“I wanted to write a believable ex-
planation, within a Christian world
view, of the popular phenomenon of
UFOs,” said Robert Don Hughes,
professor of communications and
mass media at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville. “I
think the high degree of interest in
angels and ‘kind aliens’ are related.

“I think people are searching for
someone who can explain everything,
a being who can take care of them in
this ambiguous world,” Hughes ex-
plained. “Rather than pointing people
to communing with their guardian
angel, I would rather point them to
communing with their Bible and with
God.”

“The Fallen” was released in Jan-

uary by Broadman & Holman Pub-
lishers. While it sold a modest 6,000
copies in four months, Hughes said
word-of-mouth recommendations
have been excellent.

That method launched the popu-
larity of Frank Peretti, whose spiritu-
al warfare novels of the late 1980s re-
main on best-seller lists. They served
as a springboard for Christian fiction,
which according to industry sources
has since increased its market share
tenfold.

“The Fallen” is the account of
seminary professor Jack Brennan,
who is kidnapped by aliens as he
walks through the forest near his
home. He winds up battling these
strange creatures as he navigates his

way through time, including histori-

cal periods ranging back to the an-
cient Druids. Brennan’s life is threat-
ened on numerous occasions. Scrip-
ture and guardian angels represent
his two primary weapons against a
collection of weird foes.

Hughes said his interests in histo-
ry, science fiction and biblical re-

search all played a role in crafting
“The Fallen.”

Although some believe his book
represents a pioneering style of Chris-
tian writing, Hughes labels C.S.
Lewis’ “Out of the Silent Planet” as
the first Christian science fiction. Part
of a trilogy published years ago, it was
followed by occasional efforts which
didn’t sell too well, he said.

Until a decade ago, most Christian
fiction was allegorical. Many such
works also had a “preachiness” that
turned off readers, Hughes said, until
Peretti’s novels. Hughes said he be-
lieves book buyers are open to more
Christian science fiction if the stories
are well-written and believable.

“As long as it’s interesting, peo-
ple will read it,” he said. “It’s a way
of talking to the world in the days to
come. We (Christians) spend so much
time talking to ourselves. If people
will sit down, read science fiction and
talk about gods and fairies and cre-
ation, why can’t they read something
that comes out of a Christian world
view?”

Report says more texts treating religion

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Public
school history textbooks have ex-
panded and improved their treatment
of religion in the past decade, accord-
ing to a new report by the American
Textbook Council.

However, the council’s report, re-
leased in late May, said many non-
historical social studies texts and in-

_structional materials for health class-

es show an indifference to traditional
Judeo-Christian ideas of virtue and
substitute “new and shapeless moral
credos” for those values.

The council is an independent,
non-profit research organization that
reviews textbooks and other material.

The new report, “Religion in the
Classroom: What the Textbooks Tell
Us,” was funded by grants from the
Richard Lounsbery Foundation and

The Henry Luce Foundation and writ-
ten by Gilbert Sewall, director of the
council.

According to the report, the U.S.
and world history textbooks most
widely used in high schools today
“cover major events and movements
with religious dimensions—including
non-Western topics—more thorough-
ly than they did 10 or 30 years ago.”

It noted, for example, that the 1962
edition of Todd and Curti’s “Rise of
the American Nation,” the leading
U.S. history text of its time, made no

" mention of Charles Darwin, his theo-

ries, or the Scopes trial in which a
Tennessee school teacher was tried
for teaching evolution.

In contrast, Houghton Mifflin’s
1991 “History of the United States”
devotes several paragraphs to the tri-

al and its outcome.

“Wide impressions that serious
omissions of religion occur in U.S.
history and world history textbooks
on the market today are out of date,”
the report said. “Such lessons exist,
expanded in response to complaints
from textbook critics and First
Amendment groups in the 1980s.”

Despite the expanded treatment of
religion, Sewall’s report said the revi-
sions “have failed to satisfy sectarian
critics, who are often more interested
in ... score-settling” than in objective
historical treatment.

But he also said that too often the
treatment of religion is nebulous and
flawed by a tendency to trivialize the
material in order to make the past
more rtelevant to contemporary
American youth.

Ethics group blasts ‘radical Religious Right’

DALLAS (ABP)—The “radical
Religious Right” threatens personal
liberties, distorts the gospel and un-
dermines democracy, according to a
group of Christian church-state sepa-
rationists who met May 30 in Dallas.

“We are not willing for the radical
Religious Right, with its demagogues,
rabble-rousers, opportunists and busi-
ness entrepreneurs masquerading as
Christian evangelists, to go unchal-
lenged in their claim to be the only
rightful occupants of the high ground
of Christian morality,” the group stat-
ed in a document.

Foy Valentine, president of the
Dallas-based Center for Christian
Ethics and former executive director
of the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission, convened the Maston
Colloquium on “Countering the Rad-
ical Religious Right.”

The colloquium was named in
honor of T.B. Maston, pioneer in
Christian ethics among Southern
Baptists and professor at Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. It

was organized by the Center for:

Christian Ethics, a non-profit corpo-

ration supported in part by the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship.

Drafters of the document included -

Valentine; James Dunn, executive di-
rector of the Baptist Joint Committee
in Washington, D.C.; John Seigentha-
ler, chairman of the Freedom Forum
First Amendment Center at Vander-
bilt University; Barry Lynn, execu-
tive director of Americans United
for Separation of Church and State;
and Cecil Sherman, coordinator of
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

Richard Land, current head of the
Christian Life Commission, took is-
sue with the colloquium’s partici-
pants, while pointing out he does not
consider his agency a Religious Right
organization.

“The Maston Colloquium’s state-
ment says that ‘in sincere Christian
love’ they are compelled to attack the
Religious Right as ‘demagogues, rab-
ble-rousers, opportunists and business
entrepreneurs masquerading as Chris-
tian evangelists.” I shudder to think
what they would say if they were not
speaking in ‘Christian love,”” he
quipped.

Colloquium participants criticized
politically active religious conserva-
tives for their “shameless identifica-
tion of Christianity with one extremist
wing of a single political party.”

In a call to action, the group
urged concerned Christians to chal-
lenge the movement’s “unethical
tactics,” such as distributing inaccu-
rate and biased voter guides and
backing candidates who conceal
their ties to conservative pohtlcal-
religious groups.

Neither the Christian Coalition in
Virginia Beach, Va., nor the Family
Research Council in Washington,
D.C.—both leading voices of the Re-
ligious Right—returned phone calls

.asking for a response to the collo-

quium statement.

However, Land of the Southern
Baptist CLC termed the group “reli-
gious-left activists who equate de-
fending unborn babies’ right to life,
opposing the homosexual lobby’s
special-rights agenda and arguing for
students to have the right to pray vol-
untarily while in school as ‘attempt-
ing to merge church a%d state.””



Rep. Istook suggests local option on school prayer

WASHINGTON (ABP)—A sug-
gestion that local communities should
be given the constitutional right to
decide for themselves whether to al-
low public school prayer could create
America’s next “civil war,” a New
York congressman warned June 8.

Rep. Jose Serrano, D-N.Y ., sound-
ed his warning in response to testimo-
ny by Rep. Ernest Istook, R-Okla.,
before a hearing on “Religious Liber-
ty and the Bill of Rights,” held by the
House Subcommittee on the Consti-
tution. This was the first of several
hearings the subcommittee has sched-
uled to explore the issue of religious
freedom before Congress grapples
with whether to adopt a “religious
equality amendment.”

Istook, who is working with the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission and other conservative
groups on language for a constitution-
al amendment, testified that “nobody
is proposing that we return to a prac-
tice of compulsory prayer.” He said

he does not favor compelling reli-
gious expression but permitting it by
letting people decide for themselves.

“This is a community decision,”
Istook said.

“It’s also the next civil war,” said
Serrano, who said that majoritarian
rule does not protect religious minor-
ities.

Istook countered that strife is
caused by suppressing those who
want to exercise their rights.

“Since the school-prayer decisions
began in the 1960s, a steady and in-
creasing squeeze is being applied to
religious expression, so gradually that

it is not always obvious, but it is cer- .

tainly insidious, and is a threat to our
religious liberties,” Istook said. “Our
explicit First Amendment guarantees

- of freedom of speech and freedom of

religion and of religious expression
have been subordinated to a new con-
cept—one not found in our Constitu-
tion. v
“We are being told that freedom of

religion takes a back seat and must be
restricted whenever anybody com-
plains that it makes them uncomfort-
able. It is the leading edge of the po-
litical-correctness movement. Those
who choose to be intolerant of reli-
gion are permitted to control and re-
strict the behavior of those who sim-
ply wish to express their belief, as the
Constitution is meant to guarantee.”

Rep. Melvin Watt, D-N.C., asked
Istook how such an amendment
would protect religious minorities.
The Bill of Rights was designed to
offer minorities such protection, Watt
asserted.

“The First Amendment protects us
all,” Istook responded.

Constitutional scholars speaking
on behalf of an amendment said the
problem does not lie with the First
Amendment per se but with the judi-
ciary’s faulty interpretation of its
meaning.

“If the Constitution had been cor-
rectly interpreted, we would not be

here,” Istook added.

One Baptist church-state specialist
disagreed.

Derek Davis, director of the J.M.
Dawson Institute of Church-State
Studies at Baylor University, told the
panel a religious-equality amend-
ment would “represent radical sur-
gery” from which the nation would
never recover because it would re-
peal the First Amendment’s religion
clauses.

“It is incredible to me that in the

* United States of America, where re-
ligion is alive and robust, we may be
on the verge of adopting funding
practices that have for centuries char-
acterized Europe, where religion is
essentially moribund,” Davis said.

The proposed amendment would
return America to “ancient and me-
dieval thinking where religion and
government were merged and
thought to be indistinguishable in
their goals,” he said. “In the end, re-
ligion is the loser.”

Sloan answers critics of Baylor link to abortion pill

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WACO, Texas (RNS)—On his
first day as president of Baylor Uni-
versity, Robert Sloan responded June
1 to complaints that the autonomous
Baylor College of Medicine has ties
to testing of the controversial “abor-
tion pill,” RU-486.

A small group of alumni of the
Waco, Texas, university had asked
Sloan to remove Baylor’s name from
the medical school in Houston be-
cause of its connection to the clinical
trials of the pill.

“We feel that the testing of the
abortion pill is objectionable,” said
Thomas Goodman, pastor of First
Baptist Church in Eastland, Texas,
one of 17 alumni who signed a recent
letter of protest. “Baylor University’s
good name doesn’t belong on the
school anymore if they’re going to be
involved-in something like this.”

Among the signatories is former
Baylor and Chicago Bears linebacker
Michael Singletary.

Sloan, president of the Texas Bap-
tist-affiliated university, responded to
the alumni in a statement by declar- -

ing his institution’s “historic opposi-
tion to elective abortion.”

“I understand that the RU-486 pill
research is being conducted on a con-

tractual basis by one faculty member

from the College of Medicine, not by
the College of Medicine as an institu-
tional project,” Sloan said. “That fac-
ulty member is functioning as an in-
dependent contractor.”

A spokeswoman for Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine said the contract to
test RU-486 is with faculty member
Dr. Alfred Poindexter. Poindexter has
directed the testing of mifepristone, or
RU-486, at the Planned Parenthood
Fannin Street clinic in Houston since
early this year, said Susan Nenney,
spokeswoman for Planned Parent-
hood of Houston.

RU-486, which has been approved
in some European countries, blocks
the development of a hormone that

-maintains a pregnancy. Two days af-

ter taking RU-486, a woman takes
another hormone, prostaglandin,
which causes uterine contractions that
expel the embryo.

The Population Council, a New
York non-profit research group, be-
gan U.S. tests of RU-486 after receiv-

ing the rights to the drug from Rous-
sel Uclaf, the French company that
developed the drug. Nenney said the
Fannin Street clinic is one of about a
dozen sites nationwide where clinical
trials are being held that ultimately
will involve 2,100 women.

Claire Bassett, spokeswoman for
Baylor College of Medicine, would
not comment on the alumni’s specific

. requests, but she said none of the test-
ing is taking place at the medical

school.

In addition to asking that Baylor’s
name be removed from the medical
school, the alumni also requested that
Baylor University’s regents no long-
er participate in the election of medi-
cal school trustees. Sloan replied that
the Baylor College of Medicine char-
ter calls for those election procedures
and “Baylor University cannot
change the charter.”

“Certainly, abortion represents a
great social tragedy in American life,”
Sloan said, adding that he would be
willing to talk with concerned alumni
about the issue.

Goodman, responding to Sloan’s
statement, said, “We stand by the con-
cerns we raised with our new presi-

dent. However, we are glad that Dr.
Sloan declared his pro-life convic-
tions in his statement.”

Baylor University and Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine—separated physi-
cally by about 200 miles—broke their
affiliation with each other in 1969, but

Goodman said they remain connect- -

ed through the use of “the historic
Baylor name” and the trustee appoint-
ments.

Sloan said the Baylor name has
been “legally assigned” to the Baylor
College of Medicine as well as to the
university and the Baylor Medical
Center in Dallas.

“Itis their legal right as the Baylor
College of Medicine to use the Bay-
lor name, contingent only upon their
retention of accreditation,” the presi-
dent said.

Officials acknowledge that there is
often confusion about how the
schools are related.

Keith Randall, director of commu-
nication services at Baylor Universi-
ty, said the split was due partly to the
fact that the medical school was seek-
ing government research grants that
could not be received by a church-af-
filiated institution.

Court rules Baptist school may not have police powers

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court has upheld a

North Carolina court’s decision that

delegation of police powers to a
Baptist college is unconstitutional.
- Allowing employees of a reli-
gious institution to serve as police
officers improperly entangles
church and state, said the North
Carolina Supreme Court, which
tossed out the drunk-driving con-
viction of a Campbell University
student who had been arrested by a
campus police officer. The U.S.
Supreme Court agreed.
Government actions that exces-

olate the First Amendment’s ban

agalnst governmental estabhsh-
ment of religion, accordmg to
high court. =
" The student had argued that a
North Carolina law that allowed

employees of religious institutions

to serve as police officers violated
the constitutional separation of
church and state. Because the law
was subsequently tepealed, the
North Carolina Supreme Court
ruled on its constitutionality solely
to address the student’s appeal.

In siding with the student, the

North Carolina court cited a 1982

~ Supreme Court ruling that Massa-
sively entangle church and state vi- -

chusetts could not delegate to

; churches the authorlty to veto h-’i”

_the hlgh court’s 1982 rulin
"North Carolina court said, is that a

quor license applications
by establishments. The clear rule o

state may not delegate an important
discretionary governmental power

'to a religious institution. .

In this case, the North Carolina
court said, police power is an im-
portant discretionary governmental
power. The tougher question was
whether Campbell was a religious
institution. :
~ Campbell, a Bapust university
in Buies Creek, N.C., is affiliated

~with the Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina. While the uni-
versny cames out laudable puzpos— .

ted to bsecular educauon, the'
court said, the school’s secular pur~‘f .

> poses and religious mission are ‘ m -

extricably intertwined.” .
In another church-state dispute,

‘the U.S. Supreme Court left stand-

ing lower-court rulings that Nash-
ville taxpayers had legal standing to
challenge the issuance of tax-ex-
empt revenue bonds to David Lip-
scomb University, a Church of
Christ-related school.

" Nashville’s Industrial Develop-

ment Board argued that the taxpay-

ers lacked legal standing to chal-
lenge the bond issue. The Sixth

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said
‘{'taxpayers have a nght to sue,
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“It is incredible to
me that in the
United States of
America, where
religion is alive
and robust, we may
be on the verge of
adopting funding
practices that have
for centuries
characterized
Europe, where
religion is
essentially

moribund.”
Baptist church-state
specialist Derek Davis .
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~ job, and 12 percent say the el
“Americans, however, feel s

: leaders or churches have been domg a good job.
the moral and ethrcal standards of the i

potential toi improve the nation’s mo

-say. rellglous leaders could have

‘they could have some influence, and onlf
thelr potential lmpact is neghglble

maost respected members of thelrcommumty butfactors
such as the televangelist scandals, political forays by some
visible clergy and moral lapses by others have tarnished the
image of people of the cloth, observed pollsters George :1. -

[Gallup and Robert Bezilla.

Currently, a slim majority rates the honesty and ethlcal .
standards of clergy as “very high” (14 percent) or *high” (40 -
percent) One person in three ranks clergy lntegnty as only .

“average,” and one in 10 terms clergy integrity “very low.”

Before 1988, clergy ranked first in comparison to ‘ot_her o
professions on the scale of honesty and ethical standards. =
That year clergy fell into second place behind pharmacists. =

Clergy remain in the second-place spot, just slightly ahead
of dentists, college teachers and engineers in the public's
esteem. At the bottom of the list are senators, congressmen .
insurance agents and car salesmen . .
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NEEDED: Part-time church sec-
retary, 30 hours per week. Gethse-
mane Baptist Church, (502) 969-
3191. Call the church office between
8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

NEEDED: Full-time artist/publi-
cations assistant. Will assist in prepar-
ing materials for typesetting and
printing and perform general clerical
duties. Some knowledge of desktop
publishing necessary, 1-2 years expe-
rience preferred. Computer experi-
ence required. $6.56/hr. plus gener-
ous benefits. Apply between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m., Southern Seminary, 2825
Lexington Rd., room 201, Carver
Building.

NEEDED: Immediate opening—

summer church recreation program,
part-time (30 hrs/wk) primarily
evening. Responsibilities: Supervi-
sion after-school program, develop-
ing and supervising summer gym
schedule for children through senior
adults, and assisting with children’s
and youth activities as needed. Salary
information available upon request.
Send resumé to: Rosemont Baptist
Church, Attn.: Recreation Commit-
tee, 556 Rosemont Garden. Lexing-
ton, K'Y 40503.

NEEDED: Experienced pastor
needed for church with exciting, in-
novative ministry in established yet
growing area. Dually aligned with
CBF and SBC. Send resumé to
Ridgewood Baptist Church, 6209
Greenwood Rd., Louisville, KY
40258.

SEEKING: Director, Christian
after-school ministry, approx. 20 hrs./
wk. Resumé to After School Council,
Box 56, Simpsonville, KY 40067.
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" Religous leaders issue Packwood warning

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Influ-
ential conservative Christian groups
last week warned that Senate Repub-
lican leaders will be held accountable

if they block serious action in the eth-

ics case against Sen. Bob Packwood.

Spokesmen for three politically
powerful groups said they expect
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole to
ensure that charges of sexual miscon-
duct, evidence tampering and influ-
ence peddling against Packwood are
considered on their merits and not on
the political interests of Senate Re-
publicans.

The groups said public hearings
should be held, unless the women
who have accused Packwood of un-
wanted sexual advances object, and
Packwood should be expelled from
the Senate or stripped of his chair-
manship of the Finance Committee if
the charges are upheld.

“These are serious charges, and
this requires nothing less than full dis-
closure to the American people,” said
Mike Russell, a spokesman for the
Christian Coalition, one of the na-
tion’s most politically potent conser-
vative Christian groups.

Packwood has been at odds with
religious conservatives over issues
such as abortion. This is the first time,
however, such groups have weighed
in on his ethics problems.

Their concerns are likely to be tak-
en seriously in the Senate, where Dole
and Texas Republican Sen. Phil

| CLASSIFIED ADS

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to Karen Single-
ton, First Baptist Church, 200 South
Lincoln Blvd., Hodgenville, KY
42748. -

WANTED: Caregivers to assist
elderly. Full-time, part-time and live-
in. Call (502) 499-77717.

SEEKING: Hickory Grove Bap-
tist Church seeks a full-time pastor.
Please send resumé, tapes and videos
to Bob Winter, 3051 Magnolia Ct..
Edgewood, KY 41017.

FOR SALE: Allen church organ,
model 301-B. New speakers and am-
plifier. Contact Jerry at (606) 864-
4194.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available
for vacation rental. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, screened porch,
lovely secluded beach. Weekly rates
May-December 16, $550. Call Pat
Owen (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: Bowhunting equip-
ment. Bowhunters Discount Ware-
house, America’s largest archery sup-
plier, stocks over 5,000 bowhunting
items at 20-40 percent off retail. Call
(800) 735-2697 for free 160-page cat-
alog.

RETREATS Bud’s Lake, 1-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

Gramm, combatants for the 1996
Republican presidential nomination,
are vying for the Religious Right’s
support.

Russell said in an interview that
Packwood should be removed as Fi-
nance Committee chairman if the eth-
ics panel recommends such action.
The panel can only make a recom-
mendation; it is up to Senate Republi-
cans to decide whether to remove
him. :

“The issue at that point becomes
giving a nod of approval to this kind
of behavior, and that is something the
Senate just can’t afford to do,” Rus-
sell said. “The question of moral
character is of paramount concern to
religious conservative voters.”

“We believe Sen. Packwood de-
serves a fair hearing,” said Marian
Wallace, a spokeswoman for Con-
cerned Women for America, the larg-
est conservative women’s group in
the country. But Wallace added that
if the charges “are found to be true,
then Sen. Dole should take the lead-
ership in seeing that he’s expelled
from the Senate. That kind of behav-
ior should just not be tolerated.”

Andrea Sheldon, director of gov-
ernment affairs for the southern Cali-
fornia-based Traditional Values Coa-
lition, added: “How does the private
sector deal with this? They remove
someone. I think Congress should
have to play by the same set of rules
as the rest of the country.”

LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

”There is no longer Jew or
there is no longer male and fema

based on need

preparing you for ministry

Louisville, Kentucky 40205 ¢

* Celebrating the diversity of thé Body of Christ
* Up to 100% tuition grant for all first-degree Masters students

o Excellence in biblical, theological, and practical disciplines

Contact the Office of Admissions ¢ Louisville Seminary ¢ 1044 Alta Vista Road
(502) 895-3411 or toll-free (800) 264-1839

BUILDING UP THE BODY OF CHRIST

re‘is no longer slave or free,
of fui are one in Christ Jesus.”

Have you heard?

I’m sure all of you have run into
parents or grandparents who want
to tell you about their children or
grandchildren. They might have a
wallet full of pictures or simply a
story about the “latest” thing that
Johnny or Susie did.

I enjoy seeing the pictures and
hearing the stories and I have to
admit that I have a few
of my own.

You don’t have to be
around me long to hear
me tell you about my
children, Andrea and Ja-
son. You also don’t
have to wait long to be-
gin hearing about Lisa,
Deshawn, Jennifer,
Robbie or some of the

- other 200 children in the
care of Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Curtis C. Mooney

I share this with you today to
say that if you haven’t heard. about
your Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children kids lately, please give
us a call. We have a wonderful
speakers bureau and would love to
come to your church, missions
group meeting, civic club or other
gathering to share with you the
way Kentucky Baptists
are reaching out to
hurting people in the
name of Christ.

-We expect no hono-
rarium and any that is
received will be turned
in for use in helping
children.

To schedule a speak-
er, call 1-800-456-1386
and ask for Charlotte
Kowsari. She maintains
a master calendar for

on any given day!

I admit that I don’t carry all their
pictures around in my wallet, but I
do enjoy sharing the story of how
Christ is changing young lives.

. It’s important for me to tell you
the story of these young people be-
cause they are your children too.

You are the'ones making it pos-
sible for us to reach out and touch
their lives with hope and healing.

" You are the ones making it possi-
ble for them to hear about the com-
passion and grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

the speakers bureau
and can quickly identify who is
available for a given time.

If you would prefer a specific
person, just ask Charlotte fora time
the person is available.

You may also call the individu-
al directly.

We enjoy sharing what our Lord
is doing through your ministry for
children. Give us a call!

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.




WORLD

Baptist missionaries deliver relief supplies to Grozny

GROZNY, Chechnya (BP)—Bap-
tists in war-ravaged Grozny, the cap-
ital of Chechnya, continue to minister
despite the death and destruction
around them, say two Southern Bap-
tist missionaries who visited there.

Jack Shelby and Norman Lytle,
both based in Moscow, visited
Grozny and Vladikavkaz (also known
as Ordzhonikidze), about 70 miles
away, to evaluate refugee needs and
the use of Southern Baptist hunger
relief funds. They traveled with
Michael Zhidkov, a Russian Baptist
leader, and Boris Godunov, a Russian
Baptist photographer.

The team made the trip in late
April, but the report was only recent-
ly made available.

The visitors brought away vivid
memories of bombed buildings, snip-
er fire, land mines and bodies of vic-
tims slain in the fighting.

Chechnya is a small, predominant-
ly Muslim republic in the Russian
federation located east of the Black
Sea. Russian troops attacked when
leaders there declared independence.
Intense fighting has dragged on for
months. -

Before the fighting broke out,
there were about 300 Baptists in
Chechnya, about two-thirds of them
in Grozny. Today only about 150
Baptists remain in the war-ravaged
city. Two Baptist women, ages 60 and

New Era scandal hurts donor to

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—The
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board is not directly involved with a
philanthropic foundation whose col-
lapse affected numerous charitable
organizations. but it does expect to
lose some funds from a benefactor
who was.

As a result, the FMB has stopped
promoting, at least for now, a special
$3 million program for post-commu-
nist evangelism in Romania.

80, were killed when Russian troops
pounded Grozny with artillery shells.
About 20 homes of Baptists have
been destroyed.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board appropriated $50,000 in
February to help war refugees in the
region. The money—sent in five in-
stallments—is being used by Baptists
in Grozny and by Vladikavkaz Bap-
tist Church in Vladikavkaz and North
Ossetian Christian Mission in Osse-
tia. Both congregations are led by
Baptist pastor Peter Lunichkin. About
70,000 refugees from Georgia, In-
gushetia and Chechnya are in Osse-
tia, a state adjacent to Chechnya.

Shelby recommended the FMB
send another $50,000 after verifying
the funds were being managed with
integrity and that supplies bought are
indeed reaching needy people. The
team flew from Moscow to
Vladikavkaz and then made a gruel-
ing six-hour drive to Grozny in a Rus-
sian-made military ambulance pulling
atrailer laden with food and clothing.
Roads were pocked with potholes,
rough and dusty, with numerous mil-
itary checkpoints.

“We distributed Russian Bibles
and New Testaments to the soldiers at
each post and shared our testimonies
with them,” Shelby said.

As they approached the city, they
began to see damage and bullet holes.

The program called for using up to
$1 million in matching funds from the
Chattanooga, Tenn.,-based Maclellan
Foundation, which experienced prob-
lems with the collapsed Foundation
for New Era Philanthropy.

Maclellan was paying part of the
matching funds to the FMB from a
grant it received for Romania from
the New Era Foundation. New Era
declared bankruptcy May 15 amid
accusations of fraud. Now it appears

In the city center they saw military
vehicles and machine gun posts. “We
passed by block after block of
bombed out buildings. Not even a
utility pole was left standing,” Shelby
said.

“We walked through the center of
town, handing out New Testaments
and candy to the soldiers and civilians
we met and talking with them about
Christ,” Shelby said. “We were
warned it would be OK to walk down
the main street, but that we should
walk quickly, since snipers were ac-
tive.

“The day before, two men had
been shot dead by a sniper when their
car slowed to go through a flooded
overpass about 100 meters down the
street we were walking on,” he said.
“Later, when we drove through the
same flooded underpass, everyone in
the van was very quiet until we were
clear of the area. The tension was pal-
pable.”

He described seeing unexploded

-mortar shells buried in a sidewalk

which were kicked by one of the
group. “We tried to stay on the well-
trodden paths on the sidewalks to
avoid mines,” he said.

Shelby described a mosaic on
world peace, riddled with bullet holes.
“Across the street, an elderly woman
squatted by the roadside, washing her
laundry in a large mud puddle created

FMB project

bankruptcy trustees might require
Maclellan to give back part or all of
the grant it received, said Thomas
McCallie. Maclellan’s executive di-
rector.

At least for now, Maclellan has
stopped making payments for
matching funds to the FMB. Still,
McCallie told FMB officials to keep
the money they already have re-
ceived—$279,571—whatever the
outcome against New Era.
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by a bomb crater.”

Rows of decomposing bodies lay
in a cemetery, some barely recogniz-
able as human. The team also saw
graves in what once had been a park
and playground.

The team stayed with a Baptist
pastor in Grozny one night. An un-
exploded rocket lay buried in front
of the house. A Baptist church had
been riddled by bullet holes. At night
they could hear mortars and machine
gun fire. Shelby and Lytle preached
the next morning.

“We emphasized the power of the
resurrection and the peace and securi-
ty found only in Christ,” Shelby said.

The team distributed parcels of
food to church members. The parcels
included bread, sausages, powdered
milk; tea, corned beef, flour, sugar,
barley, dried fruit, canned goods and
dextrose tablets. They distributed the
rest of their supplies throughout the
city, sharing them with Muslim and
Christian families alike.

Moving quickly to avoid sniper
fire, they shared Russian Bibles, New
Testaments and sweets to people
standing in line to collect water.

“Over and over, the people in
Grozny expressed their gratitude for
our help. Tearfully they told us how
grateful they were that we had come
to visit them in their time of trouble,”
'Shelby said.

“We emphasized
the power of the
resurrection and
the peace and
security found only

in Christ.”

Missionary Jack Shelby,
on his visit fo Grozny,
Chechnya, with fellow
missionary Norman Lytle

 Pope calls for Ghrlstlan umty
~ VATICAN CITY (RNS)—In the 12th encyclical of his

~ 17-year papacy, Pope John Paul |

| on Tuesday called for

- jgreater efforts to overcome the denominational dIVISlOtlS . ‘:

that have marred Christiani

" Orthodox churches, the pope also

~ meaning that the pope would rem
~ on the Christian faith. -

- essential Catholic teachings will not be compromlsed an
reunion must happen essentially on Vatican terms—

for 1,000 years. .
_ But while saying the Roman Catholic Church was

villing to continue negotiations over theological
. differences between Rome and the Protestant and

made it clear that

ain the prime authority o

~ Protestant and Orthodox Ieaders generally embraced .
the pope’s call for unity, but resisted his emphaS|s on

~ papal primacy.

“What's striking to me is the strength of the parttcular.
responSIbthty Pope John Paul feels in calling us to a new
vision of unity,” said Bruce Robbins, who directs
“ecumenical affairs for the United Methodist Church. -

- Atthe same time, however, Robbins said he was ._

. rstruck by John Paul’s emphasis on papal primacy. ‘It
~shows how far we have to go,” Robbins said. L
~ The pope has made the quest for Christian unity a key
_heme of his papacy, but the lssue .has taken on added .

ers andmg of the Communton

asthood: the teaching authority of the Roman Catholic -

; ordination to the -

hurch; and the place of Mary the mother of Jesus m e

he church
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

-Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
with Baptists in Russia,
Utah/Idaho and Boston.
B Three Baptist
churches in Russia have
burned recently. The
fires have been of
suspicious origin.

M Kentucky Baptist
Chorale and Kentucky
Baptist Singing Women
as they go to Moscow
and St. Petersburg. KBC
music director Jim

Cordell is the team-

_leader.

B Good quality
eyeglasses to send to
Russia. Call the KBC
partnership office for
information.

' Vacation Bible school
teams who will work at
First Baptist Church in
Kearns, Utah, this
summer.

M Vacation Bible school
‘teams who will work at
~Alton Canyon Baptist
Church in Sandy, Utah,
' this summer.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Meadow-
view Church called Robert Oldham
as interim pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Church called Ken-
ny Dillingham as music director.
B CRESTWOOD—Melissa Neth-
ery resigned as minister of children
at Crestwood Church to become
minister to families and children at
Derbyshire Church in Richmond,
Va. :
B ELIZABETHTOWN—Mike
Burnett resigned as pastor of Mount
Zion Church April 2. He will contin-
ue to live and work in the area. -
B FAIRFIELD—L ittle Union
Church ordained Evan Keeling Jr.
and Gary Marksbury as deacons
June 4.
B FRENCHBURG—Means Church
called Lloyd Mahanes as interim
pastor.
B GEORGETOWN—Georgetown
Church called Ken and D.J. Fend-
ley as senior adult ministry directors.

[l GOSHEN—David Byrd resigned

as pastor of North Oldham Mission
after a three-year pastorate. He is
available for supply or interim pas-
torates. '

Bl GRAND RIVERS—Grand Rivers
Church called Mark Gill as pastor.
He previously was associate pastor
of music and education at Calhoun
Church. :

B HOPKINS VILLE—First Church
celebrated its 177th anniversary June
6. James McKenzie is pastor.

B LA GRANGE—Covington
Church called Terry Burden, pro-
fessor of world religions and biblical
studies at the University of Louis-
ville, as pastor. He began his new
ministry May 21.

B LAWRENCEBURG—Tyre Den-
ney celebrated his 28th anniversary
as pastor at Alton Church June 4. On
the same day, Betty Denney retired
after serving 18 years as church sec-
retary.

B LOUISVILLE—Pat Cole re-
signed as minister of music and se-
nior adults at Melbourne Heights
Church.

Hurstbourne Church called Deb-
bie Lochridge as minister to pre-
school. Also, Jim Fleming was
called as pastoral counseling director
and Rich Gray as interim singles
minister.

Wayne Hayes resigned as pastor
of Beechmont Church.

Third Avenue Church called Dav-
id Green as pastor. He previously
served as pastor of Audubon Church.

George Cavanah resigned as
minister of music at Highview
Church.

B MILTON—Milton Church called
Marcie Cottrell as children and
youth minister June 4. She is a grad-
uate of Campbellsville College and a
student at Southern Seminary.

B MOUNT STERLING—Mace-
donia Church called Gary Evans as
pastor.

Kentucky seminary graduates

Kelly Carruthers

.

James Cason

P m

Jennifer Fannin

Junction City Dawson Springs Lexington
Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of arts in church social
Midwestern Seminary New Orleans Seminary services

Patricia Hodge

Southwestern Seminary

John Hume Raja Kandanada
Louisville Florence Mayfield

Master of arts in religious Master of divinity Master of divinity
education Southwestern Seminary Southwestern Seminary

Southwestern Seminary

o b

Clinton ;
Master of divinity

Rebecca Robbins

Lancaster
Master of arts in communica-
Southwestern Seminary. tion
Southwestern Seminary

John Weaver

“Ashland

Associate of divinity
Southeastern Seminary

‘Barkley Moore Offering

This coming Sunday will be a milestone for

resources.

Kentucky Baptists and for Oneida Baptist Insti-
tute. The first annual offering will be received for
the Barkley Moore Offering. How will Kentucky
Baptists respond? Why should you support this
offering?

Nearly everyone who knew Barkley Moore
knew of his love for young people. While some
did not always agree with the way he did things,
no one could dispute his dedication to young peo-
ple, especially those who were in need.

I'said for years before his death that
every Christian should be allowed to
spend a year of his/her life working
with a Barkley Moore. For those of us
who had that privilege, we will never
take our service to the Lord so lightly.

We learned from Moore the impor-
tance of putting others first. Not only
did he always put others first, he al-
ways put himself last. While most of
us would like to think we put the needs
of others first, the truth is that very few
of us truly care for others more than
we do ourselves.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

Many times I saw Moore sitting on a park
bench, watching students walk across the cam-
pus. It was not uncommon to see three or four
boys returning from a fishing trip at our pond.
Moore would always watch for the boy with no
fishing pole and call for him to come over. Moore
would ask the boy where his pole was. Normally
the reply would be, “I don’t have one.” Moore
would then ask the boy if he would like to have
one. The boy’s eyes would light up. With a big
smile he would reply, “Sure, but I
don’t have any money!” Moore would
reach into his pocket and give the boy
some money, with instructions to ask
a staff member to take him to get a
fishing pole.

Other times we would see Moore
talking to students who were in need
of shoes or clothes, or who had other
financial needs. Moore would always
reach into his pocket and give the stu-
dent the money needed.

Jesus taught us to be sensitive to the
needs of others, and be ready to help.

A few days after his déath, the trust-
ees asked three of us to begin packing Moore’s
personal items and school documents. As I

opened one of his desk drawers, I began to re-

move canceled checks he had written over the
years. I could not help but notice the names writ-
ten on the checks. Nearly all of them had been
written to former students, former or current fac-
ulty and staff. Others had been written to Oneida
Baptist Institute in honor of some friend or loved
one who had passed away or had an anniversary.
Very few had been written for personal use. Ev-
eryone at Oneida works for very modest wages,
including the president. These checks had not
been written out of abundance, but from modest

Moore was a living example that it is
possible to meet the unending needs of others and
still have our needs met as well. ]

We believe God has blessed Oneida over the
years because we have been good stewards, we
have been compassionate and sensitive to the
needs of others, and we have shared the love of
Jesus with thousands of young people.

While some would be critical of the hours
Moore worked, his refusal to take time off and
the lack of care for his body, Jesus said, “greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Results continue from

John J. Smith came to Clear
Creek Mountain Preachers School
Jan. 3, 1944. “That was the biggest
step I ever took,” he said. “It was a
far cry from Cincinnati where I had
raised a family for 12 years. I had
done well for an uneducated boy
from Georgia. When I told my wife
the Lord had called me to preach,
she said, ‘John, if you are going to
be a preacher, I want you to be the
best preacher you can
possibly be.” I quit my
job at the Chevrolet
plant with almost 18
years seniority. Clear
Creek was the one place
I found that was open to
aman, 36 years old with
a ninth grade education,
a wife and three chil-
dren. When we sold our
new home in Ohio and
moved to Clear Creek, I
was as sure that I was in

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

1944-46 ministry

County killed in the war.”

During his first year, Smith be-
came pastor of Concord Baptist
Church at Flat Lick. “We went to
school in the mornings and had the
afternoons off to visit and teach in
the mining camps.”

At Flat Lick he met W.B. Bing-
ham. “He had done a little preach-
ing but had mostly given up onit. I
encouraged him to keep on preach-
ing and to take advan-
tage of Clear Creek.
When I baptized three
of his cousins in the
Cumberland River, he
ran up and down the riv-
er bank shouting and
praising the Lord.”

Preacher Bingham,
as folks still call him,
did go to Clear Creek
and recently completed
45 years as pastor of
Binghamton, Baptist

the will of God as I had
ever been in my entire life.”

Smith lived in Kelly Hall his
first six months and rode a bus back
to Ohio on the weekends.

“Dr. Kelly came busting into my
room one day. ‘Get in the car, John.
There’s been another shooting in
Pineville. We’ve got to go to the
hospital,” Kelly said. Two state po-
licemen and two bootleggers had
shot it out across from the court-
house. There were more people
killed on the streets of Pineville in
1944 that there were boys from Bell

Church in Middlesboro.
The Flat Lick church had 25 in
Sunday school. “They had two
classes. The adults met in the front
of the church and the children went
to the back corner. We built five
new rooms, a choir loft and a li-
brary. We grew to more than 100
in attendance, and I baptized 43,”
Smith said.
Concord’s current pastor is
fourth year student Robert Futrell.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, -
Ky. 40977
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Pitcher’s family thrown hard times but still stands

NEWNAN, Ga. (BP)—When At-
“lanta Braves’ relief pitcher Steve Bed-
rosian mentions “‘the farm,” he is not
referring to the minor leagues. In fact,
it has been a while since the 13-year
veteran played at that level.

Rather, he is speaking of the house
and acreage in rural Coweta County,
southwest of Atlanta, that he and his
wife, Tammy, call home. There the
otherwise quiet countryside setting is
only interrupted, and joyfully so, by
the activities of their four sons.

Bedrosian’s baseball career has
given him much about which to be
proud. He has pitched in the World
Series and, in 1987, received the cov-
eted Cy Young Award acknowledg-
ing him as the best pitcher in the Na-
tional League.

Yet life has not always been this
peaceful for the Bedrosian family.
Their lives were upended in 1990
when young Cody, now 7, became ill.

‘With God, all thmys pass:ble
Miss Amerlca s mother says

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—
For Daphne Gray, these words are
truth—*with God, anything is pos-
sible.” From the time her three
daughters were babies, she taught
them to believe it, too.

And this past Sept. 17, when her
youngest daughter, Heather Whit-
estone, was named Miss America,
even doubters began to believe.

Only a mother can imagine the '

emotions that overwhelmed Gray
as she watched her daughter glide
down the runway.

“I just feel like it was God’s
will,” Gray says about her daughter
winning the title. “I certainly do
believe that he had his purpose.”

When Whitestone was only 18
months old, her family rushed her
to the hospital with a dangerously
high fever. Doctors administered a
medication that saved her life.

But after several months, Gray
knew something was still not quite
right. One day, someone dropped a
stack of pans in the kitchen. Star-
tled by the loud clanging, everyone
jumped—except Whitestone. At
the Spain Clinic at Children’s Hos-
pital in Birmingham, Ala., Gray
learned her daughter was “pro-

- foundly deaf.”

“1 was devastated and very an--

gry with God,” Gray says. “I could
not understand ‘why this was hap-
pening. I asked over and over why
it couldn’t have been me. He really
let me vent my anger—but he nev-
er left. Finally, it dawned on me that
God did not do this to Heather. But
God was there to help me. Once [
realized that, I said: ‘OK, we have
a deaf child. How do we help
her?”9 .

-~ sign language.

“very happy, well-adjv
"cessful P

hind her and spe

_ for God. Because he gave me this

bim.”

They visited the Doreen Pollack
Clinic at Porter Memorial Hospltalv '
in Denver which teaches “ocou-
pedics”—children learn to “listen”  thi
and to speak, rather than studying  H

A biopsy revealed leukemia.

“I’ll never forget that day,” Bedro-
sian said. “It was so hard to believe at
first, but we turned to God.” Their
prayer was one for endurance: “With
your strength, please get us through
this.”

The diagnosis of Cody’s illness
came as the 1990 season began. At
season’s end, Steve was once again
traded to the Minnesota Twins.

“We had no idea,” Mrs. Bedrosian
explained of their discovery of the
leukemia center at the University of
Minnesota. “It ended up being the
best facility in the country for child-
hood leukemia.”

“So many ways the Lord has
worked in our lives,” Bedrosian not-
ed. Little did they know that an ex-
perimental drug study at that hospital

-would play a key role in saving

Cody’s life. Still, there were some
very difficult days ahead -as Cody

’

able to commumcate and seemec

estone to learn to u
hearing she has. W
began to read lips.

way," .
mits, “but Heather has gotten used' .

to putting in extra work,” Today,

Whitestone can hear nothing with
her right ear. With the help of a so-
phisticated hearing aid, she can de—
tect minimal sound with her left.
As an additional part of Whitest-
one’s therapy, her mother enrolled
her in a ballet class when she was5
years old, hoping the music,
thythm and meter might help herto
hear human voices. “We never re-
alized it would become one of the
loves of her life,” Gray says. -
Yet despite obstacles and people
who thought she couldn’t do it,
Whitestone pursued her love of
dance. And on Saturday, Sept. 17,

just one hour before she was

crowned Miss America, Whitest-
one dazzled the audience with her
perfect pirouettes and effortless ar-
abesques to Sandi Patty’ s - powerful
song, “Via Dolorosa.” Relying
strictly on memorized counts,
Whitestone danced to the music
God placed in her heart. . .
Believing God allowed her tobe
Miss America because he has a
purpose for her life, Whitestone
expressed her faith moments after
she won, saying, “I want to witness

talent, T ‘want to glve 1t back to

1 get goose bumps when

“We got to meet a lot of the . G

Gray explam‘s The ) were

continued his treatments. :

After moving to their farm a cou-
ple of years ago, Bedrosian headed
out alone one Sunday to visit First
Baptist Church in Newman, Ga. Soon
the whole family was drawn in by the
worship and warmth of the church,
which would support the Bedrosians
through more trying days. = .

Sept. 27, 1993, was to be a special
day to recognize the completion of

- Cody’s years of chemotherapy. Cele-

bration turned to heartache when the
blood test revealed a relapse.

As everyone sought to, encourage

the young boy, they soon learned he
was a reservoir of strength for them
“I’ve done it before; I ¢an do it again,”
he insisted.

An answer o many prayers came

with the news. that two of Cody’s -

brothers matched as potential donors
of bone marrow. After suffering
through radiation treatments, the

transplant was successfully per-
formed Dec. 27, 1993.

Cody, although still hospitalized,
was adamant his dad should go to
spring training. He was hopeful of re-
turning home, eventually, and attend-
ing a game in Atlanta.

By May, Cody, joined by brother
Kyle, threw out the ceremonial first
pitch in Atlanta.

It has been over a year now since
the transplant, and Cody is active and
back in school. His annual checkup
showed him in full remission. How-
ever, his parents remember the dark-
est days and what they learned from
them.

“You can’t do it by yourself,” Bed-
rosian said. “He (God) will give you
strength. And don’t be proud.”

In addition to finding ways to min-

ister to others who are facing crises, '
The Bedrosians also find thanksgiving -

to be a daily event for their family.

Quadriplegic knows God is good

By Sarah Zimmerman
SBC Home Mission Board

LA PUENTE, Calif., (BP)—Rob-
erto Yslava insists God is good de-
spite circumstances that appear to
contradict him.

In 1971, Yslava was a police inves-
tigator when he saw an elderly man
being assaulted. He intervened and

was shot by the assailants. The bullet

hit him in the back. Today he is para-
lyzed from the neck down. He can’t
drink a cup of coffee without help.
“God is not going to heal every-
one. Paul had a thorn in the flesh

which God did not heal,” Yslava says. .

“Someday I'll have a glorified body.”

Born and raised in Arizona, Ysla-
va spent most of his childhood angry
and in foster homes.

Yslava says he became more re-
bellious after being shot because “I
thought the world owed me some-
thing.” Then a physical therapist
shared Christ with Yslava, and a
group of Christians visited him.

In 1976, Yslava became a Chris-
tian. “God is good. He gave me a sec-
ond chance,” he said.

After being paralyzed, Yslava
earned a law degree. He has not
passed the California bar exam be-
cause he can’t finish it in the time al-
lowed.

Currently Yslava is a field repre-
sentative and legal assessor for a San-
ta Ana, Calif., law firm. The compa-
ny handles mostly personal injury and
criminal law cases, he explains.

Typically Yslava talks to potential
clients on the phone first, and they
often complain about their situations
and indulge in self-pity.

When they meet, clients are sur-
prised to see him in a wheelchair. “I
can identify with them. They ask how
I can have peace, and I tell them that
God is good.”

Yslava also is personnel commis-
sion chairman for the Bassett School
District, comprised of 10 schools in
east Los Angeles. The commission is
charged with ensuring fair treatment
for employees.

Yslava earns $50 a month plus
benefits for being on the commission,
but he has another motivation for

L

serving. “I care about the rights of
employees, and I have the opportuni-
ty to share Christ one way or another.
If you’re sensitive,*people will give
you the opportunity to introduce
Christ.”

District Superintendent Linda

Gonzales says Yslava helps interpret-

policy and procedures to guarantee
people are hired impartially.

Gonzales explain Yslava’s real
impact on the school system.

“I’m a born-again believer,” she
begins and identifies Yslava as a
prayer partner.

“We have 21 gangs in our commu-
nity,” Gonzales says. “One year we
had 40 deaths of young people. This
year we’ve had three deaths, and none
of them were our school children.
We’ve had not one violent fight and
Nno weapons On Our Campuses.

“We’re not implementing another
program. What we’re doing is pray-
ing,” she says.

“God is good,” he replies.

MOTOR ACCESS Although
Roberto Yslava is a quadri-
plegic, he has enough
movement in his upper
body to control an electric
wheelchair. He can drive by
using a combination of
shoulder and head move-
ments. Although he’s been
confined to a wheelchair for
24 years, Yslava’s message
remains, “God is good.”
(BP photo by Sarah Zim-
merman)
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Using the Western
Recorder’s back

“page for your church

newsletter never
has been easier
than today. Before
assuming it’s not
right for your
church, let us tell
you all the things
we can do to make
your newsletter look
better and cost less.

You don’t have to drive to Timbuktu

1. We can take it however you dish it mit.

The Recorder receives church news pages in a variety of
forms. Some churches type out their copy on a typewriter
and paste it down. Some churches use a computer. Some
use sophisticated desktop publishing systems. The point
is, you don’t have to invest in more sophisticated
equipment than you already have. But, at the same time,
you don’t have to make a relic out of whatever “state-of-
the-art” equipment you’ve already invested in.

2. You can mail, messenger or modem on Monday.

Churches get their news pages to the Recorder in a variety
of ways. Some mail the page in. Some drop it off in
person. An increasing number send it electronically. The
bottom line: We need your page by noon on Monday for
publication that week. That means you can get in your
Sunday statistics if you hand-deliver your page or send it
electronically.

3. We get the picture.
Your church news page may include as many photographs
as you like. We offer high-quality reproduction.

4. It's a deal even Ross erot would ke

Publishing your newsletter with the Western Recorder is
an excellent value. We're good at helping churches balance
their budgets by reducing newsletter costs. We can mail
your church newsletter and all the helpful content of the
Recorder to every family in your church for less than the
cost of sending them a postcard.

to use the Western Recorder's

news page plan

L. (olor 1 flexible.

For a small fee, you can use a second ink color other than
black on your newsletter page.

b. We've got designs for you.

We offer six contemporary page designs which we’ll glady
adapt for your use. These professional-looking designs will
enhance the attractiveness and readability of your
newsletter—all at no extra cost. But if you have your own
design already, that’s fine too. We'll work with you to make
sure your page looks the best it possibly can.

7. We'lset your staf fee

Preparing a news page for the Western Recorder usually
takes significantly less staff time than producing a
newsletter in-house. This can free up your valuable staff
time for other important ministries.

8. It's no myth, mister

It may be a secret in some places, but it's no myth that the
Recorder offers the best value for church newsletters
combined with timely news of faith & inspiration.

9. Oh, why not tonight?

Now, is there any good reason why your church shouldn’t
be using the Recorder’s news page plan? We didn’t think
s0. Just take that simple step of faith and give us a call.
We'll counsel with you, provide materials to help you and
even come make a presentation to your church if
appropriate. You’'ll never know how good this deal might
be unless you ask. Call us now at (502) 244-6470.

Western Recorder

Practical Resources for Christian Living
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