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Seminary cuts
Elimination of four
administrative positions
and eight secretarial
positions were
announced at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary last week, and
* the seminary also
released the names of
professors who will take
an early retirement
incentive. See page 2.

Family Forum

How do | get my 15-
year-old son to respect
me? See page 4.

Editorial

Many retired ministers
are living on desperately
low incomes, but the
Annuity Board has a way
for concerned Baptists to
help. See page 5.

Churches honored
Four hundred and five
Kentucky Baptist

| churches founded before

1845 will be honored in
Atlanta this week as the
Southern Baptist
Convention its
sesquicentennial.

See page 6.

Vietnam missions
Kentucky Vietnam
veterans are invited to
participate in a special
mission project to
Vietnam. See page 12.
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AKentucky volunteers take the lead on Haiti r

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

When the Southern Baptist Broth-
erhood Commission issued a call for
volunteers for relief efforts in Haiti
last November, Kentucky Brother-

hood leaders knew it was just what

they had been preparing for, KBC
Brotherhood Director Bob Simpkins
says.

Long known for their top-notch
disaster relief work, Kentucky Broth-
erhood leaders had felt for some time
God was preparing them for “minis-
try that extended beyond areas in
which we were normally involved,”
Simpkins said.

But first, Kentucky Brotherhood
had to overcome an inferiority com-

plex of sorts, he said. Kentuckians
had no doubt about their effectiveness
in stateside disaster relief—Hurricane
Andrew had proved that—but they
weren’t so sure they could tackle the
really big jobs on the international
scene.

“We felt we weren’t large
enough,” Simpkins said. After all,
historically, the big jobs went to big
states like Texas.

Unable to shake off the feeling that
they “needed to open ourselves up to
the entire world,” leaders urged at-
tendees at last fall’s annual KBC
Brotherhood convention to keep their
shots and passports up to date.

It didn’t take long to discover what
God had in store, Simpkins explained.
Soon after the U.S. military interven-

tion in Haiti in September and the re-
turn of ousted President Jean Bertrand
Aristide to power Oct. 15, the South-
ern Baptist Brotherhood Commission
and the Foreign Mission Board orga-
nized a relief program and issued a
call for volunteers.

Kentuckians immediately volun-
teered and, in November, formed the
first two groups to go to Haiti. They
built the mission compound on which
volunteers would live in the ensuing
months.

That was the beginning of what
has been a steady stream of Kentucky
volunteers in Haiti. From November
through May, more than 43 made the
trip. They worked on construction
teams, repackaged and distributed
food, dug and repaired water wells

Theologians
take hite from
Eve’s apple &
other myths

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

If you think Eve ate an apple or
that you have a guardian angel or that
Jesus was born on the night Mary and
Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, think
again.

These are three examples of mis-
conceptions commonly held by
Christians about the Bible and the
Christian faith, according to an infor-
mal poll of Baptist theologians.

The Western Recorder asked this
group of theologians, each of whom
preaches in local churches regularly,
to identify and correct the misconcep-
tions they most frequently encounter
about the Christian faith and the Bi-
ble. Here are highlights of what they
said:

: I Eve probably didn’t eat an ap-
ple.

“It is very common for people to
think the Bible says specifically that
the forbidden fruit was an apple,” not-
ed Al Fasol, preaching professor at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. “But
there’s no indication at all which fruit
it was, or even if it’s a fruit that no
longer exists.”

Genesis chapters 2-3 refer to the
forbidden fruit and its tree numerous
times, but never in a specific way.
Genesis 3:6 explains, “When the
woman saw that the tree was good for
food and that it was a delight to the
eyes and that the tree was desirable to
make one wise, she took from its fruit
and ate; and she gave also to her hus-
band with her, and he ate.”

So why do so many people think
Eve ate an apple?

“It apparently goes way back,”
said Russ Bush, dean of the faculty at
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.
“That’s why they call it the Adam’s
Apple in your throat. The legend is
Q See Theologians take bite ..., page 7

elief projects

and performed other handy-man type
tasks.

In addition, several Kentucky
medical personnel were scheduled to
be among a group of 35 who planned
to be in Haiti in May to conduct free
rural medical clinics in cooperation
with Haitian Baptists. However, the
Haitian ministry of public health de-
nied work permits, and the teams
were reassigned to Jamaica.

“Without the Kentucky Brother-
hood’s involvement, we could not
have done what has been done in Hai-
ti in the past few months,” said Mick-
ey Caison, Haitian project manager
for the SBC Brotherhood Commis-
sion.

For most volunteers, Haiti has
13 See Kentuckians serve ..., page 3



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M Abner McCall, who
rose from a childhood
in a Texas orphanage to
lead the world’s largest
Baptist university, died
June 11of a heart
attack. McCall, 80, was
president of Baylor
University in Waco,
Texas, from 1961 to
1981.

B Mary Jane Welch
has been named
managing editor of the
Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board’s
Commission magazine.
Welch currently is
assistant director of the
FMB’s news office. Louis
Moore, the FMB's
associate vice president
for communications, will
carry the title of editor.

Ten seminary professors retiring; layoffs slated

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Ten professors
will take early retirement from
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, and 11 other positions will be
eliminated this summer in a cost-cut-
ting move.

Administrators must cut
$914,000 from the seminary budget

. by the start of the next fiscal year

Aug. 1, due to declining student en-
rollment and revenue.

Seminary spokesman Mike Du-
duit said he didn’t know how much
money would be saved by the cur-
rent round of reductions or if any
cost-savings had been tallied. “We
have not been given any numbers at
this point,” he said.

However, a Western Recorder
analysis based on general informa-
tion about the seminary pay scale
and knowledge of the positions be-
ing eliminated shows the reductions
totalling about $780,000—assuming
none of the retiring professors is re-
placed.

Another three professors already
have announced retirements or res-
ignations apart from the layoffs and
early retirements. If those positions
are not filled, the Western Record-
er’s analysis projects potential cost
savings of $147,000.

The early-retirement package
was approved by seminary trustees
last spring, after the idea was sug-
gested by a faculty committee. To be
eligible, a professor’s age and num-
ber of years of service to the semi-

“nary added together must equal at

least 65.

Benefits of the early retirement
package include extended medical
insurance, a year’s salary, plus $500
for each year served. The early-re-

Golson warns of Republican Party split over

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

ATLANTA—The Republican
Party will split if opposition to abor-
tion is removed from the party plat-
form, former Nixon administration
official Charles Colson predicted.

Abortion is a “non-negotiable is-
sue” for conservative evangelical
Christians, said Colson, who became
a Christian after being imprisoned
for his role in the Watergate scandal
and now is a Southern Baptist.

Colson spoke about the abortion
issue and the state of American mor-
als in an address to the Southern
Baptist Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence June 18 and in a news confer-
ence the same day.

Colson told about a recent meet-
ing with Republican Party leaders in
which he and Richard Land, execu-
tive director of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission, were the
lone voices calling for the anti-abor-
tion plank to remain in the party’s
platform.

Colson said he told the Republi-
can leaders, “You leave us, and I’'ll
tell you one thing, Southern Baptists
and evangelicals will leave you.”

In his earlier news conference,
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tirement packages reportedly are to
be funded through money already
set aside and therefore would not be
a drain on the next year’s budget.

The professors taking the early
retirement incentive are:

§ Anne Davis, professor of Chris-
tian social work and the founding
dean of the Carver School of Church
Social Work.

1 Bill Rogers, professor of Chris-
tian education and former dean of
the School of Christian Education.

§ Wade Rowatt, professor of psy-
chology of religion.

I Ron Boud, professor of church
music.

I Marvin Tate, professor of Old
Testament interpretation.

§ Raymond Bailey, professor of
Christian preaching, who has been
called as pastor of Seventh & James
Baptist Church in Waco, Texas.

I Bill Cromer, professor of Chris-
tian education. '

I Betty Bedsole, professor of
church music.

I Donoso Escobar, associate pro-
fessor of social work.

0§ Maurice Hinson, professor of
church music.

The staff reductions, which were
involuntary, were announced last
week and will take effect July 31.
Seminary staff members were noti-
fied of the reduction in a memo from
President Al Mohler dated June 14.
However, details of the layoffs were
not disclosed until June 19.

The reduction eliminates eight
secretarial positions, mostly filled by
student spouses. Four of those posi-
tions were vacant; the four secretar-
ies displaced apparently will be
hired in other vacant secretarial
posts.

Four administrative positions
were eliminated, although two of

Colson said the Republican Party is
distancing itself from the anti-abor-
tion concerns of evangelical Chris-
tians. “If that continues, you will see
a split in the Republican Party,” he
declared, noting parallels to other
pivotal points in the party’s history.

Despite increasing media atten-
tion, the influence of the Religious
Right on Washington is declining
rather than increasing, Colson as-
serted. “Most politicians think they
have the Religious Right in their hip
pocket and are only paying lip ser-
vice.”

However, Colson said the only
way to solve the abortion problem is
through a “human life amendment”
to the U.S. Constitution.

The Supreme Court’s Roe vs.
Wade decision legalizing abortion
was cemented beyond reversal in the
1992 decision Planned Parenthood
vs. Casey, he said. That decision
made abortion “an explicitly protect-
ed right” under the 14th amendment,
he said.

The abortion debate is one indi-
cator that the nation faces a “defin-
ing moment” brought about by a
massive moral breakdown, Colson
said.

Another indicator is the rampant

those are to be merged into one new
position. That creates a net reduction
of three administrative positions.

The positions eliminated and the
employees laid off are:

I James Watson, director of
building maintenance and security.

§ Mary Zimmer, assistant to the
dean in the Christian education
school.

0 Tish Gardner, supervisor of of-
fice services. The entire office ser-
vices department, primarily a typing
pool, is being eliminated.

Bl Linda Besspiata, supervisor of
central services.

Gardner’s position and Besspia-
ta’s position will be merged into a
new position called manager of sup-
port services. Both Gardner and
Besspiata will be considered for the
new position, but no determination
has been made about who will fill it,
Duduit said.

Seminary sources predict last
week’s staff reduction will be the
first of several in the coming
months, as the seminary adjusts to its
declining enrollment and declining
income. Enrollment has dropped
precipitously since Mohler became
president in 1993 and began steering
the seminary in a more conservative
direction.

Sources inside the seminary ad-
ministration project fall enrollment
will be significantly reduced again
due to this spring’s controversy over
the Carver School of Church Social
Work and subsequent trustee actions
limiting faculty speech. The semi-
nary currently is under investigation
by two of its accrediting agencies—
the Association of Theological
Schools in the United States and
Canada and the Council on Social
Work Education.

Seminary sources predict fall en-

increase in crime, he said.

America’s crime problem is pri-
marily among juveniles, said Col-
son, who ministers in thousands of
prisons annually. “If you took juve-
nile crime and inner-city crime out
of our crime rate, it would be about
the same as Belgium.”

He described an increasingly
hardened population of young adults
coming into the prison system with
no understanding of right and
wrong. Older prisoners often are
asking for protection from the
younger, more violent prisoners, he
said. '

While Americans are desperate to
restore order out of this chaos, the
quest for a political quick-fix could
be even more devastating, he
warned. “Crime and fear are so prev-
alent in American life that people are
willing to make a Faustian bargain
... and trade liberties for order,” he
said.

Such repression of liberties
would be dangerous not only for the
nation as a whole but particularly for
evangelical Christians, who would
be labeled a rebellious minority—or
terrorists—on issues such as abor-
tion, Colson said.

“In the wake of Oklahoma City,

rollment could fall below 1,000—
less than half what it was two years
ago.

All told, the seminary will begin
the fall semester with at least 13 fac-
ulty members out of about 65 gone
either due to the early retirements,
resignations or previously planned
retirements. Two new faculty mem-
bers have been hired to begin in the
fall.

Other faculty members known to
be departing this summer include:

I Paul Richardson, professor of
church music, who has taken a posi-
tion with Samford University in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

§ Timothy Johnson, associate
professor of social work, who has
joined the faculty of Roberts Wes-
leyan College in Rochester, N.Y.

I Greg Lewis, assistant professor
of social work, who is returning to
his native Australia.

For the fall semester, several de-
partments will face reductions in
full-time faculty available to teach
classes.

Hardest hit will be the social
work school, which had six full-time
faculty members in the spring but
will have only two this fall. The two
remaining full-time faculty members
are Diana Garland, who was fired as
dean of the Carver School last
March, and Janet Spressart, acting
dean. 0 :

The church music school also
will be take a hit, having lost at least
four out of 15 faculty members. Oth-
er music faculty members are report-
edly considering leaving and could
announce resignations before the fall
semester. However, the number of
new students coming into the music
school is projected to be down sig-
nificantly in the fall, so the teacher-
student ratio may not be worsened.

abortion

this is a real threat to America to-
day,” he said, citing proposed legis-
lation severely limiting personal
rights for the sake of preventing ter-
rorist acts.

Colson called on Christians to re-
spond to the current moral break-
down in two ways: by demonstrat-
ing overpowering love and by de-
fending truth.

“The answer is overpowering
love,” Colson declared. He called on
Christians to lay aside disagreements
over minor issues and demonstrate
to the world the love of Christ.

Assured of that love, Christians
then must defend the truth of the
gospel, he said. “We may disagree
... but what really matters is are we
willing to stand together and defend
trut .7’ “

He added, “The only way this
culture will be turned around is
when lay Christians and ministers
equip themselves to go out and con-
vince their friends and neighbors
about the claims of Christianity.”

Colson pleaded with Christians
not to loseé hope but to remember the
sacrificial love of Christ, to “keep

" screaming so the world doesn’t

change us” and to “light the first can-
dle in the darkness.”



6,000 state teens rally to ‘No Fear in Christ’ theme

Continued from page 1
erally enjoy life.

Additions to this year’s event in-
cluded video projections—large
screens placed on both sides of the
expansive stage to increase visibility
throughout the arena.

Also for the first time, two profes-

sional counselors from Cornerstone

Counseling Center attended the con-
ference and offered free counseling
for teens who wanted help with any
personal issue. Corner-

stone Counseling

Center is a minis-

try of Kentucky

Baptist Homes

for Children.

Registered
participants wore
laminated identifi-
cation badges on
chains around their
necks. Leaders encouraged the teens

- to use the badges—which included
the Roman Road plan of salvation on
the back—to lead others to faith in
Jesus Christ. :

An expert in suicide issues and a
widely known speaker in public
schools, Jerry Johnston related the
conference theme of “no fear” to
God’s message of love and hope.

Referring to American celebrities
like Curt Kobain who recently have
committed suicide or died of drug

overdoses, Johnston pointed to their

fear of lifedself. wiotine ninn. il
“Kobain’s fear of life was greater
than his fear of death,” he said.

KENTUGKY

Johnston named the age-group 15-
24 as one of the highest at risk of
death. “More young people are dying
than ever before,” he said.

But the message of Christ offers
the hope and freedom from fear and
death, he added. “The source of our
hope is the Holy Spirit, who is avail-
able to us.”

Christians should be filled with the
Holy Spirit on a continual basis,
Johnston added. “It’s not just once
and that’s it. Be being filled.”

He enumerat-

' ed ways teenag-
ers can do that:

i Be willing to
deal honestly and
completely with
all known sin in
your life. “This is
what separates

the men from the
boys. The thing that hinders the
church of Jesus Christ most is not the
big sins but the little sins.”

I Be willing to die to self. Johnston
told of a service he led in Africa once
where he was introduced to a man
with no nose, no ears and some of his
fingers missing. That man had been
tortured because he had been told to
reject Jesus Christ. “That’s death to
sin,” Johnston said.

I Be willing to yield yourself to
God. “Spirituality isn’t what we don’t

do, but what God does through us,”

Johnston said. y
l Pray and ask God to fill you with
the Spirit. The test to know if a person

is filled with the Spirit is that they will
begin singing and making melody to
the Lord in their heart, Johnston said.

Other evidence of being filled with
the spirit is discovering and using
spiritual gifts, as well as the power to
share Jesus Christ, Johnston said.

However, the Holy Spirit may not
always continue knocking at the door
of every person’s heart, Johnston
warned.

“It is completely biblical for me to
say that the Holy Spirit will knock on
a person’s heart only so many times,”

he said. “I believe I have preached to
people that have so delayed respond-
ing to God’s knock that their hearts
have been hardened.”

Weaving in the story of his own
testimony, Johnston challenged youth
to accept Christ in their own lives and
share the message of the gospel with
other young people.

“Baptist teen, how long has it been | SING ALONG The music

since you shared Christ with some- | feam of Kyle and Susan
one?” he asked. “It’s time to set our | Matthews leads 6,000 teen-
house in order and make sure we’re | agers attending YouthFest
ready.” ’95 in a sing-along session.

Kentuckians
serve in Haiti

Continued from page 1
been unlike anything they have ever
experienced before.

B Relief projects in Haiti
are scheduled to continue
through July. Volunteers—

__“Of all the places I have been, Hai- g‘;’e’i”‘_l;r’el{l ’e’ggf‘}"t';l“r'; 0
u 1s](th%mo§t n%efﬁy’s salczlretlre%Ken— July to help repair simple
tuc! y entist Bil nowaen, who re- handpumps on about 500

cruits medical volunteers for the For-
eign Mission Board. He has been on
19 mission trips, including two trips
to Haiti.

“I had seen deplorable conditions
in other parts of the world, but they
pale in comparison (to Haiti),” said
Barbourville pastor David Lyons.

Water well repair projects have
made the most vivid impressions on
the Kentuckians.

When volunteers enter a village to
begin well repairs, the Haitians “start
dancing in the streets, thanking God
they came to fix the pumps,” South-
ern Baptist missionary Tim Ziler re-
ported.

At one well, after Kentuckian Bill
Clark of Richmond led the traditional
prayer of blessing on the repaired well,
a Haitian mother handed her naked
baby to him. Clark held the baby under
the well’s spigot while another volun-
teer pumped the first clean water the
villagers had seen in months. Gently,
Clark bathed the baby in that water.

For volunteer Lamar Lyon, also of
Richmond, that scene says it all.

“Jesus said, ‘I was thirsty and you
gave me drink,”” Lyon said, quoting
from the gospel of Matthew. “We’re
called to help our brothers in need. It’s
that simple.”
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wells. No experience in
well-drilling is needed. To
volunteer, call the SBC
Brotherhood Commission
(800) 280-1891.
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I am writing this letter in regard to
the possible selling of Cedarmore
Baptist Assembly. I am the associa-
tional discipleship training director of
Laurel River Baptist Association in
London.

We currently use Cedarmore for
our youth Bible drill and speakers’
tournaments. We have a very hard
time getting youth to participate in the
Bible drill, much more so than in the
children’s Bible drill.

One way that
encourages them is
that they get to go
to Cedarmore and
spend the night and get a chance.to
meet all the other youth from the oth-
er associations. It is definitely going
to hurt our youth participation even
more if this opportunity is not avail-
able to them.

We at Laurel River Baptist Asso-
ciation ask the Kentucky Baptist Ex-
ecutive Board to please reconsider
this matter, as it would certainly be a
detriment to our plans to increase our
participants in the youth Bible drill
and speakers’ tournaments.

Sue Reed

London

God’s reality

The conversation of the next de-
cade will reflect a growing awareness
of the importance of economics, on
both national and international scales.

People who have been objects of
missions efforts and prayerful con-
cern are and increasingly will be the
fierce competitors of Americans in
the marketplace for jobs and econom-
ic security.

The economic allegiance of some
Americans is very narrow. Across
America, a trend of foreign capital is
deciding the destiny of American
families and communities. As a na-

BAPTIST FORUM

tion, we are losing our power of self-
determination.

Where is the economic strength
and moral business ethics to foster a
true leader of America? Non-Chris-
tian cultures and philosophies are
slowly but surely destroying the
American way of life. A full revela-
tion, when speaking about the Chris-
tian faith, cannot avoid the totality of
the economic principles of the world
in which we live.

One would hope that our Sunday
school materials would provide les-
sons about the
stewardship of life
in all the phases.
The deepest reality
is people, and one cannot spiritually
face life without God’s reality.

David Fletcher
Mayfield

Disgusting paper

I have read with anger and disgust
the Western Recorder for the past sev-
eral months. The majority of articles
have shown the personal bias of the
editor and the obvious compliance of
the board of directors with your opin-
ion.

Please be aware your thoughts are
not those of the majority of Kentucky
Baptists. I am especially displeased
with the apparent eagerness the Re-
corder has to publish any account
which has even the faintest hint of
controversy. Furthermore, your con-
stant slander of “conservatives” is
getting old.

I now read the Western Recorder
for the sole purpose of determining
who are the most controversial per-
sonalities in our convention and to see
just how far this once-great state pa-
per can sink.

No longer do I recommend per-
sons to subscribe to our paper for the
embarrassment it presents. I believe
the Western Recorder should be un-

biased in presentation and theme. I do
not accept the right of the editor to
present articles and news releases
with his unrelenting prejudicial re-
marks included throughout. If you
feel so strongly, Mr. Knox, then at
least limit your opinions to editorials
and offer the remainder of the paper
as informative news and not as a fo-
rum of personal prejudices.
Bill Mays
London

Genuine fellowship

I almost love my neighbor as my-
self. Pray for me to actualize our
Lord’s second commandment.

If T achieve his first commandment
(Matthew 22:37-38) more complete-
ly, my chance for success on his sec-
ond is greater.

In Eastern Kentucky, without per-
sonal stress, I love all my Christian
brothers, none being classified as sep-
arated or departed brothers, but those
holding onto traditions and doctrinal
emphases that most certainly were the
mold in which they saw the light.
They found eternal life in Jesus.

I name some of those commun-
ions: Missionary Baptist, Old Regu-
lar Baptist, Southern Baptist, Primi-
tive Baptist, Regular Baptist, Freewill
Baptist, Fellowship Baptist, Hardshell
Baptist. And God my Father shows
me many of his children classified as
non-Baptist, who I love also.

Because my personal joy and cel-
ebration of life in Christ are the high-
est (the highest that I know; small
me), I naturally am tempted to ques-
tion or evaluate just any brother, not
hoping to establish my superior posi-
tion in the righteousness of God by
grace through faith in Jesus, but to
identify equal humility—to establish
the basis of genuine fellowship (1
John 1:7).

Ed Burgher
Campton

From James and Abby

“All of us often go wrong; the man
who never says a wrong thing is a
perfect character, able to bridle his
whole being. If we put bits into hors-
es’ mouths to make them obey our
will, we can direct their whole body.
Or think of ships; large they may be,
yet even when driven by
strong gales they can be
directed by a tiny rudder
on whatever course the
helmsman chooses. So.
with the tongue. It is a -
small member but it can
make huge claims.

“What an immense
stack of timber can be set
ablaze by the tiniest spark!
And the tongue is in effect
a fire. It represents among
our members the work

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

‘William W. Marshall

made in God’s likeness.

“Out of the same mouths come
praises and curses. My brothers, this
should not be so. Does a fountain
gush with both fresh and brackish
water from the same opening? Can a
fig-tree, my brothers, yield olives, or
a vine figs? No more does salt water
yield fresh.

“Who among you is
wise or clever? Let his
right conduct give practi-
cal proof of it, with the
modesty that comes of
wisdom. But if you are
harboring bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in
your hearts, consider
whether your claims are
not false, and a defiance of
the truth. This is not wis-
dom that comes from
above; it is earth-bound,

with all its wickedness; it
pollutes our whole being; it keeps the
wheel of our existence red-hot, and its
flames are fed by hell. Beasts and
birds of every kind, creatures that
crawl on the ground or swim in the
sea, can be subdued and have been
subdued by mankind; but no man can
subdue the tongue. It is an intractable
evil, charged with deadly venom. We
use it to sing the praises of our Lord
and Father, and we use it to invoke
curses upon our fellow-men who are
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sensual, demonic. For with
jealousy and ambition come disorder
and evil of every kind.

“But the wisdom from above is in
the first place pure; and then peace-
loving, considerate, and open to rea-
son; it is straightforward and sincere,
rich in mercy and in the kindly deeds
that are its fruit. True justice is the
harvest reaped by peacemakers from
seeds sown in a spirit of peace. (From
the third chapter of James)

My name is gossip. I have no re-

spect for justice.

I maim without killing. I break
hearts and ruin lives.

I am cunning and malicious and
gather strength with age.

The more I am quoted, the more I
am believed.

My victims are helpless. They can-
not protect themselves against me be-
cause I have no name and no face.

To track me down is impossible.
The harder you try, the more elusive I
become.

I am nobody’s friend.

Once I tarnish a reputation, it is
never the same.

I topple governments and wreck
marriages.

I ruin careers and cause sleepless
nights, heartaches and indigestion.

I'make innocent people cry in their
pillows.

Even my name hisses. I am called
Gossip. I make headlines and head-
aches.

Before you repeat a story, ask
yourself:

Is it true? Is it harmless? Is it nec-
essary?

Ifitisn’t, don’t repeat it.

(From Dear Abby, May 5, 1995)

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM:
TEEN-AGERS
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Change some numbers, and paint a happier picture

If you paint by some numbers, you’ll paint an unhappy picture of
need.

_The picture particularly is painful if you paint by numbers that repre-
sent thousands of retired Southern Baptist ministers, who now live on
fixed incomes. For many of these faithful servants, the numbers to their
annuity-benefits just don’t add up to a decent income.

That’s why “Providing Adequate Benefits for All” is the theme for
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board Sunday, June 25.

“Nearly 10,000 of the 25,000 retired Southern Baptist pastors, mis-
sionaries and their widows receive $200 or less each month from the
Annuity Board,” reports board President Paul Powell. “Nearly 5,000 re-
tired ministers or their widows receive $100 a month or less. They, or
their churches, did not prepare for old age

Kentucky Baptists’ 1,061 retirees receive an average monthly benefit
of $417.04, notes Don Spencer, director of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s annuity department. However, the numbers look much worse
in a couple of categories, he adds. Widows of former ministers receive
an average of only $213.01 per month, and the 24 retired ministers age
90 and older get an average of only $93.57.

Of course, some retired ministers’ Annuity Board benefits supple-
ment the pensions and retirement income they built up from other sourc-
es. But thousands of retired ministers subsist only on small Annuity
Board benefits, which never did grow because they and their churches

the Adopt an Annuitant program. It specifically targets hundreds of re-
tired ministers whose monthly income falls below the federal poverty
level. The program provides an extra $50 per month to 1,625 of the most
needy annuitants.

A contribution of 57,500 can prov1de perpetual funding for one Adopt
an Annuitant supplement. But most of the $960,000 currently distribut-
ed by the prograr 1 comes from small gifts. “There are 1,800 more annu-
itants we need to help,” says Joe Mclntosh, director of the Annuity
Board’s endowment department.

The Annuity F.oard also channels all of its share of Southern Baptist
Cooperative Prog ram funds—slightly more than $1 million—to help the
very most needy retired ministers. More than half the retirees on the

- relief role have nc annuity because they never were enrolled in an annu-

ity program. Som : of them Jo not even receive Social Security.

This is a need {entucky Baptists can help alleviate.

First, we can 1 rovide furds for the board’s Adopt an Annuitant pro-
gram. The funds ve contribi te will directly impact needy and deserving
retired ministers.

And second, we can ma’ e sure our churches enroll our current minis-
ters in the annuity program The money invested today will provide
multiplied benefits in the fut ire.

For more information ab«ut the Adopt an Annuitant and regular an-
nuity programs, contact Doi: Spencer, KBC Annuity Department, Box

did not put money away for retirement.
To help retired ministers in need, the Annuity Board has developed

43433, Louisville, Ky. 40253-0433; phone (502) 245-4.0".

Marv Knox

The Genie Effect: ‘As you think in your heart, so you are’

‘On Feb. 12, 1993, James Bulger
was a Liverpool child, just one month
short of 3, strolling in his gray trainer
pants, in a shopping mall in Bootle,
Liverpool.

The entire world watched in hor-
ror as the mall’s se-
curity video cap-
tured the picture of
two boys holding
James’ hand and leading him out of
the mall. They walked him some 2 1/
2 miles across Liverpool to a railroad
track, where he was beaten to death
with stones, bricks and a 22-pound
fishplate, then strapped to the rails for
an oncoming train.

Two boys age 10, Jon Venables
and Bobby Thompson, were arrested
and found guilty. The imprint of one
of Bobby’s shoes was clearly defined
on James’ cheek. What made these
10-year-olds do what they did?

The judge at the trial, Sir Michael
Morland, believes he knows. It seems

Our chlldrenidon'

“1 thought you weren tcookmg on Sun?
__day anymore,” Molly told her mom as we
hustled through the kitchen toward the ga

rage, on a dead run to church.
Molly S confusmn sprang i
h .

GUEST EDITORIAL

that Jon Veénables” father had just
rented (one month earlier) “Child’s
Play 3,” a slice-and-dice horror mov-
ie featuring a demonic doll named
“Chucky” come to life. In the judge’s
words, “It is not for me to pass judg-
ment on their up-
bringing, but I sus-
pect that exposure
to violent video
films may in part be an explanation.”

In “Aladdin,” a thought to the ge-
nie (Robin Williams) was an experi-
ence which altered his being, even his
shape. Think of Groucho Marx, and
the genie became Groucho Marx.
Think of Arsenio Hall, and the genie
became Arsenio. Think of hell, and
the genie became a fiery inferno.

I can come up with no better illus-
tration of the biblical principle, “As
you are in your heart, so you are” than
the “Aladdin” genie. The thoughts
and images we choose to let into our
being literally change us into their

likeness. When we watch child-mur-
derer Freddy Krueger at work in those
Elm Street movies, we become, in a
significant way, Freddy Krueger.

I challenge you to find the trial of
one child-murderer or child-molester
where there is no evidence of child-
pornography.

One researcher put the violence on
the screen into historical perspective
in an attempt to see if things had actu-
ally gotten worse. What he found was
that in the 1931 movie “Public Ene-
my,” there were eight on-screen kill-
ings. By the late 1980s, this figure had
increased exponentially. In “Rob-
ocop” (1987), there were 32 killings,
in “Total Recall” (1990), 74; and in
“Rambo IIT” (1988), 106. In the Unit-
ed States, children’s television pro-

gramming averages 25 violent acts

each hour.

Is it any wonder each day in this
country 13 children die from gunshot
wounds? Is it any wonder that in 1985

the majority of cases in New York
City’s family court were misdemean-
ors, and in 1994 more than 90 percent
were felonies? Is it any wonder that,
on a typical day in 1993, 100,000 ju-
veniles were locked up across this
country? Is it any wonder we live in a
society of drive-by shootings, fly-by
surveillance, brief-case bombs and
mailbox-delivered deadly letters?
“As you think in your heart, so you
are,” said Jesus. In today’s language,
that might be rendered “garbage in,
garbage out.”
Again the question: What are you
feeding your soul?
Leonard Sweet
Dayton, Ohio

Reprinted with permission from
“Sweet’s SoulCafe,” Vol. 1, No. 2. Sub-
scriptions, $19.95/year, $34.95/two
years; SpiritVenture Ministries, 1405
Cornell Dr., Ddyton, Ohio 45406, (513)
278-5817, ext. 207.

The Southern
Baptist Annuity
Board’s Adopt an
Annuitant program
provides aid for
retired ministers
whose income is
inadequate to
provide a decent
standard of living.
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ATLANTA—Four
hundred and five
Kentucky Baptist
churches will be
recognized during the
sesquicentennial
celebration at this week’s
Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting in Atlanta.

The celebration will pay
tribute to all churches
established prior to the
SBC’s 1845 founding
which then chose at
some point to affiliate
with the SBC.

405 Kentucky churches honored for predating SBGC

According to records at the South-
ern Baptist Sunday School Board,
these Kentucky Baptist churches pre-
date the founding of the SBC:

hurch City
ACHIA GTOYE ......cor0sersnesseas Summersville
Albany First Albany
Antioch . i
Ballardsville .
Bardstown ...
Bametts Creek .
Barnetts Lick
Beaver
Beaver Dam .
Beech Fork ...
Beech Grove ....
Beechridge
Belleview ..
Bells Run ..
Berry
Bethab Philpot 1825
Bethany Somerset . 1830
Bethel . ... Fairview ..
Bethel .... ... Frankfort ....
Bethel .... ... Harrodsburg .........
Bethel . Henderson ..
Bethel ....
Bethleh
Bethlehem Springfield ....
Big Bone ... ... Uni
Big Creek .. ... Columbia .
Big Sinking .. ... Monticello
Big Spring Missicnary ..... Scottsville ...
Blackford Hawesville .
Blandville ... Blandville ...
Bloomfield ... ... Eloomfield .

... Munfordville ..

Boiling Springs ...
oo LeXINGLON)i:estsiioss

Boones Creek ...

Brush Creek . Summersville .
Brush Grove . Willisburg ..

Buck Creek .. Calhoun ...

Buck Run .. Frankfort .
Buffalo Lick . Shelbyville .
Bullittsburg .. Burlington ..
Burks Branch ... ... Shelbyville . .
BurlimEton s oot v Burlinglonkes o,
Cadiz Cadiz

Caldwell Springs Marion
Campbellsburg .... ... Campbellsburg ..... 1801
Campbellsville . Campbellsville .....
Cane Creek .. Wickliffe ...

Cane Run .. Lexington

Cave Springs ... Greenville ...
Cecilia Cecilia
Cedar Creek . ... Louisville ...

... Russellville .

Chadwicks Creek ... ... Catlettsburg
Chaplin Fork ... Chaplin.....
Christiansburg . ... Bagdad ....
Clayvillage ... ... Shelbyville .

Clear Creek ..
Clear Fork ...
Clover Bottom
Clover Bottom ....
CIOVETPOIL.. .ot eae s focrcnoes Cloverport ..
Columbi Columbia .
Columt Columbus ...
Concord ...
Concord
Concord ...
Concord Msnry
Cool Springs
Corn Creek
Covington ...
Coxs Creek ..
Crab Orchard ...................
Crooked Creek
Davids Fork .

Deep Creek
Deer Creek
DeHaven Memorial
Doctors Fork ...

Versailles
Rockfield .
Versailles

... La Grange ............
Gravel Switch

Donaldson S PHiNCeIONn = v i
Donaldson Creek Cadiz
Double Springs .. ... Waynesburg ......... 1803

Dover ...
Drakes Creek ..

Shelbyville .
Crab Orchard .

Dry Ridge Dry Ridge ... 1817
Dry Run ... Georgetown 1800
Dunn Springs .. Marion.....

East Bend o

East Hickman .. ... Lexington ... 1787
Eddy Creek . Princeton

Eighteen Mile .. ... La Grange ............ 1800
Bl CIeek ... ssmsssansivins Taylorsville .......... 1794
Elkton Elkton

Eminence Emi e

Fairview ... ... Olaton ....

Falmouth .. ... Falmouth

Finchville ... i Finchville
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First Lexington 1786 1801 Pleasant Grove Louisville

First Paris 1818 1828 | Pleasant Grove Mt Eden

First Augusta 1818 ... 1844 | Pleasant Hill . ot

First Barbourville ......... 1804 ... Hickory ... ... 1845 | Pleasant Hill . Hopkinsville ...

First,... ... Bowling Green ..... 1818 Lancaster .............. 1804 | Pleasant Hill Philpot

First ... ... Brandenburg ........ 1829 London 1839 | Pleasant Hope Benton

First Carlisle 1819 .. Scottsville..... .. 1843 | Pleasant Point... .. Waynesburg ...

First Clinton 1833 ... Smiths Grove ....... 1831 Pleasant Ridge Owenton

Fst et e Cold Spring .......... 1794 | Lick Fork Msnry London 1835 | Pleasant Run Lamero

First Covington 1838 | Little Flock... ... Shepherdsville 1811 Pleasant Valley G burg

First Danville 1823 | Little Hope Missionary .... Cave City .... 1842 | Plum Creek ... .. Taylorsville ....

First Fisherville 1827 | Little Mount ...........c.ccouu.e. Taylorsville .......... 1801 Pond Run .. Beaver Dam ...

First .... ... Fountain Run ....... 1829 | Little Poplar . ... Barbourville ......... 1844 | Poplar Grove Glencoe 1827
First Frankfort 1816 | Little River 1804 | Poplar Grove Hickman 1828
First Franklin 1833 | Little Union.. ... Taylorsville .......... 1811 Poplar Spring Glasgow 1844
First Henderson 1839 | Lockport .. 1845 | Port Royal Port Royal 1813
First..... ... Hodgenville .......... 1838 | Locust Grove Carpenter . 1840 | Pride Clay 1843
First .... ... Hopkinsville ......... 1818 | Locust Grove Hopkinsville 1842 | Providence London 1815
First Lawrenceburg ...... 1834 | Locust Grove Murray 1841 Providence ....

First Leitchfield 1804 .. Stamping Ground . 1805 | Providence ....

First Mayfield 1844 Owenton .. 1820 | Providence Knob Rockfield 1804
First Mayville 1838 Louisville 1794 | Red Bird.... illi

First Mount Washington 1838 .. Horse Cave........... 1803 | Richland....

First Newport .. 1812} |*=iovelacevillen 2. TUitied. Lovelaceville ........ 1841 Robinson Creek

First Owensboro .. 1835 | Lynn Camp .. Corbin 1805 | Rock Spring Msnry .

First .... Macedonia Crofton 1824 | Rockbridge o

First .... ... Providence .. Macedonia o 18433 SRockyiFord e Lol o

First Richmond Macedonia 5 1839 | Rocky Ridge

First .... ... Russellville ........... Marcus Crooked Creek .... ... 1836 | Rocky Springs..

BITSE iticotavssniesasnssvnagonen Shelbyville ........... Mays Lick .. 1789 | Rolling Fork

First ... Shepherdsville ...... 1837 | Meadow Creek . 1840 | Rolling Fork

First Somerset 1799 | Middle Creek 1832 | Salem Cave City 1801
o7y Som b s b Taylorsville .......... 1828 | Mill Creek . 1793 | Salem Irvine 1792
First Warsaw 1843 | Mill Creek : 1796

First Cedar Creek Bardstown 1781 Mill Creek .... .. Tompkinsville ...... 1798

First New Castle.........a..... New Castle ........... 1799 | Mississippi Bardwell .. 1840

First Twelve Mile California 1799 | Monticello.... w1805

Fishing Creek.....cicniest NANCY iv:cicnsscsmoncnss 1803 Mount Carmel .. Greensburg .. .. 1807

Flag Spring California 1833 | Mount Carmel .. Frankfort . 1824 | Salt River ..

Hlatluiek ot Sesnavens Somerset ...t 1799 | Mount Freedom .. s .. 1832 Salvisa

Flemingsburgiu: .vavnsiss Flemingsburg ....... 1840 | Mount Gilead ... .. Allensville ... .. 1815 | Sand Run

Fordsville ........ Fordsville 1814 | Mount Gilead ... Columbia. 1801 | Sandy Cree Morgantown 1805
Forks Of Dix River .......... Lancaster .... 1782 | Mount Gilead ... Scottsville 1829 | Scaffold Cane Mount Vernon 1792
Forks Of Elkhorn ... Midway ... 1788 Mount Moriah .. Boston ..... ... 1802 Scottsville .......: Scottsville ...
Franklinton ... Pleasureville ... 1801 Mount Moriah .. Mount Eden 1819 Second Twelve Mile Butlenisive..

Freedom Lancaster .. 1800 | Mount Olive...... .. Winchester .. .. 1845 Severns Valley . Elizabethtown
Eriendships 2808, S0, 908 Campbellsville ..... 1807 Mount Olivet Lowes 1836 | Shady Grove .... R Genters o, 5.1
Friendship .... Greenville .. 1840 | Mount Pleasant ................ Nicholasville ........ 1801 Shady Grove ....... .. Franklin

FrendShipay b s Russell Springs .... 1818 Mount Pleasant ... ... Lawrenceburg ...... 1843 Shady Grove .... .. Providence ..

Friendship Smithland 1840 | Mount Pleasant Lewisburg ... 1822 | Sharpsburg ... Sharpsburg ..

GapiCreele.t e ot s 1 L Mount Pleasant ... o ... 1830 | Shawnee Run ... .. Harrodsburg

Gays Creek Mount Pleasant ... ... Smith Mills el 8420 | - Short Creek.: oo i Falmouth ..............
Georgetown . Georgetown Mount Pleasant Somerset . ... 1804 | Silas Paris

Germantown Germantown Mount Tabor .... Glasgow .. ... 1798 | Simpsonville .... .. Simpsonville ........ 1830
Ghent Ghent ...... Mount Tabor Msnry Elkton ... ... 1843 | Sinking Creek .. London ....

Gilberts Creek Lancaster Mount Vernon ... Versailles ... 1822 | Sinking Spring ... ... Murray ...

Gilead ... ... Glendale .. Mount Vernon Waddy .. 1845 Sinking Valley Somerset

Gilead Richmond Mount Vernon Msnry ...... Morgantown ......... 1813 Slate Hill London

Glasgow Glasgow Mount Vernon Msnry ...... Russell. Springs ... 1819, | SHEO wx atiist. diusons cupsivoss Pendleton

Glens Creek .... Versailles Mount Zion .. 1827 Smithfield ...........: Smithfield

Good Hope Finley Mount Zion .. ... Elizabethtown ...... 1838 | Smiths Grove .........ccc.c.... Smiths Grove ....... 1812
Good Hope Smithland Mount Zion Guthrie 1820 | South Elkhorn Lexington

Goshen .. ... Hardinsburg Motnt Zion .- iL8 il West Paducah ....... 1843 | South Fork ... Hodgenville .

Goshen .. ... Lawrenceburg ...... 1812 | Muddy River Auburn ... 1798 | Spring Bayou Kevilit.o:

Greasy Creek Pineville 1834 | Mussel Shoals Owenton .. .. 1817 | Spring Valley ... ... Russellville-....

Great Crossing .........cco.... Georgetown........... 1785 | Nelson Creek Msnry ........ Central City 1803 | Springhill Clinton

Green Brier Utica New Bethel'..c...civioisesiioes Fredonia .. 1812 | Stamping Ground ............. Stamping Ground . 1795
Green Grove ... ... Providence . New Bethel ...c.cooomianss iVeronat Sl . 1840 | Station...... Island 1840
Green River ... Cromwell ... New Bethel Msnry Benton 1844 | Steubenville Monticello 1815
Greensburg Gr burg New Friendship................. 1834 | Stone Lick Mayville 1796
Greenup Fork Owenton New Harmony 1845 | Sulphur Spring Franklin 1832
Guthrie Guthrie New Hebron Msnry .. 1840 | Tates Creek Richmond 1785
Hardinsburg .... ... Hardinsburg ......... New Hope . 1838 | Ten Mile Glencoe 1804
Harmony Owenton New Hope . 1836 | Three Forks Bacon Creek Magnolia .............. 1812
Harmony Scottsville New Hope .... .. 1802 | Three Springs Hardyville 1823
Harmony Msnry Dixon New Hope Msnry Clifty 1840 | Trace Creek Mayfield 1824
Harrods Creek Crestwood New Liberty s 1842 | Trammel Fork Scottsville 1802
Harrodsburg .........ccooeveee Harrodsburg ......... New Liberty ... New Liberty ......... 1801 Trenton Trenton 1823
Hawesville .0, wnnits Hawesville ........... New Salem ... .. 1801 Union Cynthiana 1802
Hays Fork Richmond New Salem Monticello .. 1824 || URION o.iioooisnssisassansivensss Hawesville ........... 1836
Hazel Creek .... ... Beechmont ... New Salem ... Nortonville . 1845 | Union Marion 1810
Hickory Grove ... Independence New Salem Msnry . Scottsville ... 1843 | Union ........c.cccoersennncsene.... Pleasureville ........ 1820
Hill Grove Guston New Union ... Russellville . v 1813 Union City Richmond 1812
Hillsboro Versailles Nolynn ... Hodgenville .. 1803 | Unity Ashland 1837
Holly Springs .........ccocuveeee Brownsville .......... North Benson .. Frankfort . I825 NI UNIYGaat ol e Demossville ......... 1817
Hopewell Arlington North Fork ... Frankfort .............. 1801 Unity Graham 1812
Hopewell Scottsville Oak Ridge .... ... Covington .. .. 1844 | Upper Silver Creek ... 1800
Hopewell .:..ocormemsomrmise Turners Station ..... 1819 | Old Cedar 1820 | Versailles e .. 1842
Hurricane Cadiz 1845 Old Poplar Creek ... ..- Rockholds .. ... 1804 | Viney Fork Richmond 1797
Indian Creek ... G S s s 1831 | Old Salem .. 1805 | Walnut Grove ... Irvington .............. 1816
Indian Creek ... ... Tompkinsville ...... 1835 | Old Yellow Creek .. Middlesboro .. 1842 | Waltons Creek .... ... Centertown . .. 1814
Indian Fork .. Bagdad 1806 | Olivet . Oak Grove .. 1827 Welfare Lebanon 1831
Jeffersontown .. ... Jeffersontown ....... 1845 Palestine - 1843 West Point ... ... Reynolds Station .. 1841
Jellico Creek ... ... Williamsburg ....... 1808 | Panola ....... Waco 1812 | West Union .. 1830
Kellyt .ol nsrommitshomnns Hopkinsville ......... 1841 ... Whitesville ........... 1815 | Westport Westport 1845
Keysburg . Adairville 1826 | Patterson Creek Williamsburg 1828 | Whippoorwili .. ... Russellville........... 1834
T Y o e R Taylorsville .......... 1800 | Payneville ... Payneville ... 1842 Whites Run ... Carrollton ... 1810
Kirksville Richmond 1838 | Perryville ... Perryville ... .. 1818 ... Brooksville ........... 1818
Knoxes Creek Magnolia 1804 | Persimmon Grove .. Alexandria .. 1802 | Wilmington .. ... Demossville ......... 1804
Lake Spring Franklin 1812 | Peters Creek .... ... Glasgow ..... .. 1830 | Wolf Creek Battletown 1821
Lancaster Lancaster 1842 | Pigeon Fork Waddy 118258111 Wiolf CReek riseit. s vt s Williamsburg ....... 1809
Lebanon Bagdad 18250 Bisgalits v cisiianibionsions Cloverport ............ 1789 | Yelvington Maceo 1813
Lewisburg Mayville 1843 | Pl Grove (0] boro 1835 | Youngers Creek .. ... Elizabethtown ...... 1829




THEOLOGY

Theologians take bite from Eve’s apple & other myths

Continued from page 1
that he ate it and it stuck in his throat.”

Fasol added he’s not sure anybody
knows where the apple legend began.
But it likely has European roots, be-
cause shiny red apples are more com-
mon there than in the Middle East,
scholars note.

B The Bible makes no reference to
guardian angels.

“The idea that everybody has a
guardian angel has no justification,”
Bush said.

Angels are mentioned several
times in-the Bible as having special
’functions he noted, “but no place I
. know of does it say ‘guardian angel.””

Thom Rainer, dean of the Billy
Graham School at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
concurred.

“There’s nothing specifically in
the Bible about a single angel over

-one person,” he said. “One of the roles
of angels is to be guardians, but that
doesn’t mean everyone has a guard-
ian angel.”

I Jesus probably wasn’t born the
first night Mary and Joseph arrived
in Bethlehem.

Bush said explaining the roots of
this misconception is easy: Too many
Christmas pageants with a need to
compact many events into a brief dra-
ma.

Luke 2 explains that Mary and Jo-
seph went to Bethlehem and “while
they were there, the days were com-
pleted for her to give birth.”

““While they were there’ is an in-
definite,” Bush noted.

It is not likely Mary would have
been able to travel any distance on a
donkey—much less the rugged ter-
rain from Nazareth to Bethlehem—at
full term, he said. So it is more likely
Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethle-
hem some time earlier.

“It appears to me they had to leave
Nazareth because the baby was being
born in a shorter amount of time than
would have been permissible—hav-
ing been married a short time,” Bush
explained. “It looks to me like they
were planning to stay there in Bethle-
hem. The reason I say that is because
they were still there when the wise
men came later.”

And that points to another Christ-
mas drama misconception: The magi
didn’t visit the newborn Jesus. Scrip-
ture says the shepherds came at the
time of Jesus’ birth, but the magi
came much later, perhaps several
years later.

B Reincarnation isn’t a Chnstlan
concept.

A recent Gallup poll found 26 per-
cent of American Protestants and 28
percent of American Catholics be-
lieve in reincarnation. Nearly one-
fourth of Americans who attend
church weekly believe in reincarna-
tion, the poll found.

Yet the notion of reincarnation is
“fundamentally inconsistent” with the
Christian faith, said James Chancel-
lor, professor of world religions at
Southern Seminary. “The biblical
record is quite clear that persons who
live on the earth, when they die, they
have an eternal kind of destiny, but
not one in which they will recycle

through the process.”

Chancellor said he “cannot think

of any biblical reference at all that
would even hmt at the concept of re-
incarnation.”

M Astrology does not support the
Christian faith.

“Astrology is probably the most
widespread religious practice in the
world,” Chancellor noted. “If there is
a common religion of all mankind, it
is probably astrology. ... But as a reli-
gious practice it has been rejected by
the church from the beginning.”

Polls show few Americans believe
horoscopes accurately predict the fu-
ture, yet in practice it appears Chris-
tians read their horoscopes in the
newspaper along with everyone else.

Chancellor noted the prominence
astrology gained during Ronald Re-
agan’s presidency due to his wife,
Nancy’s, extensive reliance upon as-
trology to find the best times for key
meetings..

Chancellor pointed to Paul’s letter
to the Galatians, chapter 4, as giving a
clear biblical statement on astrology:
“But then, indeed, when you did not
know God, you served those which
by nature are not gods. But now after
you have known God, or rather are
known by God, how is it that you turn
again to the weak and beggarly ele-
ments, to which you desire again to
be in bondage? You observe days and
months and seasons and years. I am
afraid for you, lest I have labored for
you in vain.”

In this passage, “‘elements” and the
observance of days and months and
seasons are references to astrology,
Chancellor said. “To me, that’s a clear
passage that not only denies the truth
of astrology but instructs Christians to
stay away from it.”

B The King James Version of the
Bible was not “authorized” by God.

The word “authorized” imprinted
on the cover of the King James Ver-
sion is a reference to the authorization
of Britain’s King James in 1603. The
king authorized a new English trans-
lation of the Bible after some Puritan
leaders requested it. No act of parlia-
ment ever was passed authorizing the
translation.

The Bible’s original manuscripts
were written primarily in Hebrew and
Greek. But even the latest books of
the New Testament were written per-
haps 1,500 years before the King
James Version was translated.

Nonetheless, in the nearly 400
years since the King James Version
appeared, it has become the standard
English translation worldwide. It is
revered by millions and considered
the only true English Bible by some.

But the King James Version is
“not God’s only choice of Bible trans-
lations,” said Rainer of Southern
Seminary.

“There’s a sense that a 16th centu-
ry Bible may have had more of a first
century origin than it really did,”
Rainer said, adding he holds a posi-
tive view of the King James Version.
“But it is not the original manuscript.”

; M Bad things happen to good peo-
ple.

Christians are prone to think only
good things should happen to those
who love God, noted Dan Kent, Old
Testament professor at Southwestern
Seminary.

“You see that in the fact that peo-

“Why do we aIWaye éing hims; 'why dor't we sing aéme hers?”

ple react when something doesn’t go
well. The first question they ask is,
‘Why did this happen to me?’” he
said. “The question implies that it
shouldn’t be happening to me. It’s al-
most like (Christians) should be ex-
empt.”

To dispel this misconception, read
the Bible, Kent advised. “You’ll find
people having normal life experienc-
es, regardless of who they are. Paul
had all kinds of problems: ill health,
persecution, shipwrecks and long,
hard journeys.”

M Big numbers don’t always indi-
cate success.

Christians, and Southern Baptists
in particular, often operate under the
assumption that the bigger a church
18, the more successful it is, said Kent
of Southwestern Seminary.

But there is a difference between

gathering people and reaching people;,
he added.

In his Old Testament classes, Kent
asks students to write a one-paragraph
answer to this question: “When my
ministry comes to an end, how will I
know it has been a success?”

He then uses the biblical example
of Jeremiah to show that numbers do
not indicate success. The prophet’s
warnings of Israel’s impending de-
struction went unheeded by the peo-
ple, and Jeremiah hardly drew a fol-
lowing or built a mega-church.

“If you use those standards, Jere-
miah was not a success,” Kent said.
“Neither was Jesus. You have to use
some other standard, which is faith-
fulness to the Lord.”

Success cannot be determined by
majority vote, he said. “The majority
has been wrong too many times.”

\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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“Joshua threw a fit at the battle of Jericho, Jericho, J@richo. Joshua
threw a fit at the battle of Jericho, and the walls came tumbling downl”
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B Build a church
. Opportunities still
exist for Kentucky

Baptist churchesto
help build a church

in Russia. For

details, call the KBC .
-Parternship Missions
office at (502) 245-

401

B Marriage retreat
Kentucky’s annual

Fall Festival of

Marriage is setfor

Sept. 22-24 at

 Southern Baptist

Theological
Seminaryin

Louisville. For

registration

information call
(615) 2512277,

B Mountain meet

Ministers and their
families from Eastern

Kentucky are invited
to the annual

Mountain Missions
Conference at Oneida
Baptist Institute July

31-Aug. 2. .
B Golf retreat ‘

The annual Kentucky

Baptist Ministers’
Golf Tournament will
tee off July 31-Aug.
1 at Gibson Bay Golf
Course in Richmond.

B Get thefpapér .

If you receive the
Western Recorder

only once a month

when the Events

-section is published,

you're missing out

on 38 other issues of
 the paper every year.

Youcanget
Kentucky Baptists
 newspaper 50 wee

Pastors, church staff members, di-
rectors of missions, music leaders and
stewardship directors will find special
help at this year’s Super Saturday con-
ferences.

Super Saturdays, the biggest one-
day training event in Kentucky this
year, will feature a number of special-
interest conferences for these leader-
ship groups.

A unique conference for pastors
and directors of missions is designed
to help you evaluate your personal
gifts and your church’s strengths. Then

ou’ll learn how to maximize this
owledge for personal growth and
church growth.

Directors of missions will gain new
tools for guiding pastors and ministe-
rial staff in setting personal direction

_ and evaluating ministgl(‘)jp orutnities.

Music leaders will elp to pre-
pare all church music leaders for the

 August 12: Owensboro,

~ August 12: Ashland, First Baptist Church =~
August 19: Corbin, Central Baptist Church

CHURCH SECRETARIES
Training set
for church

secretaries

Where do church secretaries go to
get trainin%, encouragement and sgiri-
tual development unique to their
work?

To the annual conference of the
Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Associa-
tion.

This year’s conference, July 27-29
at Murray State University, offers
three tracks for training under the
tl‘lieme “Bloom Where You Are Plant-
e .))

One track is part of the rotating
series which leads to certification in
the Secretarial Personal Enrichment
Program. Another track focuses on
spiritual development and communi-
cation issues, such as effective use of
bulletins, newsletter design and com-
munication skills. The third track in-
cludes sessions on office automation
through computer systems, managing
stress in the office and developing 2
healthy lifestyle.

In addition to professional train-
ing, the annual conference provides
excellent opportunities for networking
with other church secretaries.

@ Dates: July 27-29.

B Cost: $70, including overnight
accommodations or $45 for commut-
ers. There is an additional $20 fee for
the track leading to certification and
another $15 fee for first-time students
enrolling in this three-year certifica-
tion program.

E Registration: For a brochure
and registration form, contact Cathy
Heberer at the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention, Box 43433, Louisville, Ky.
40253, (502) 245-4101.
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coming year, from preschool workers
to adult workers. Music workshops
also will offer a variety of creative tips
for ministx('ly.

Stewardship leaders will gain help
to inspire church members toward
greater giving and personal financial
management.

Super Saturday conferences will be
offered in six locations this year. The
theme of this year’s sessions is
“Church Improvement: Tools for Car-
ing Leaders.”

M Dates and locations: See the
adjacent box for dates and locations. /

M Cost: $8 per person pre-regis-
tered or $10 per person at the door.
M How to register: Send regis-
tration to KBC Church Growth
and Administration, Box 43433,
Louisville, Ky. 40253-0433. /
B Information: Call (502)
245-4101.

EASTERN KENTUCKY MINISTERS

PASTORS, CHURCH STAFF, DOMs, MUSIC & STEWARDSHIP LEADERS

Super Saturdays train caring

-
W)
-
-

First Baptist Church August 19 Erlanger,Erlmger Baptist Church
August 26: Lexington, Porter Memorial Church
August 26: Paducah, First Baptist Church

pastors and church staff

Gift bag items for younger children

B 1/2 Ib. hard candy, individually
wrapped and put in a Ziplock bag

W Child-size toothbrush, taped together
with a tube of toothpaste

B Comb

B T-shirt (medium or large youth)

B Two pairs of white children’s socks

M Two pencils

B Pencil sharpener

M Box of eight crayons

B Notepad (no larger than 5 1/2 x 8 1/2)

M Inexpensive handkerchief

Gift bag items for older children

B 1/2 Ib. hard candy, individually: §
wrapped and put in a Ziplock bag: 20 §
B Adult-size toothbrush, taped together; |
with a tube of toothpaste” o
H Comb
M T-shirt (medium or large adult)
W Two pairs of white adult-size socks
@ Two pencils
M Pencil sharpener
Ballpoint pen
Notepad (no larger than 5 1/2 x 8 1/2)
M Inexpensive handkerchief

Mountain Missions Conference July 31-Aug. 2

Inspiration, relaxation and prepa-
ration are on tap for this year’s Moun-
tain Missions Conference.

The annual conference at Oneida
Baptist Institute, sponsored by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, is for all
{)astors, directors of missions and lay
eaders serving in Eastern Kentucky.

This year’s program includes:

# Preaching by Lincoln Bingham,
pastor of St. Paul's Baptist Church in

+ Louisville and consultant with the KBC

evangelism office.

B Bible study on Amos in prepara-
tion for next year’s January Bible
Study led by Larry Martin, KBC direc-
tor of missions and evangelism.

B Information about using comput-
ers in ministry by Al Griffin, pastor of
Oneida Baptist Church.

B Tips for working with deacons by
Dan Garland, pastor of Zion Baptist
Church in Henderson.

i Counseling for pastors and wives

offered by Bob and Eddie Fields of
Cornerstone Counseling.

B Music and children/youth ses-
sions led by Son Praise. §

HE Dates: July 31-Aug. 2.

B Place: Oneida Baptist Institute.

B Cost: Free.

B To register: Write to Bud Un-
derwood, Oneida Baptist Institute;
Oneida, Ky. 40972, and include infor-
mation about family members who
will attend with you. &



FOR!

DISCIPLESHIP LEADERS

Life Support
offers help for
people’s huris

Turn your church into a life-saving
station by offering a vibrant disciple-
ship training program using new Life
Support programs.

Through these short-term courses,
you can offer a spiritual life raft to
people struggling with sexual abuse,
alcoholism, overeating, divorce and
other life problems.

Resources in the Life Support cur-
riculum include:

B Leader’s handbook to help you
administer the program, select group
leaders and facilitators.

0 “Making Peace with Your Past,” a
study to understand how your past
affects your life today.

0 “Search for Significance,” which
teaches the forgiveness and uncondi-
tional love of Christ.

1 “Conquering Chemical Dependen-
cy: A Christ-Centered 12-Step Process,”
a course to help participants under-
stand the painfu{)problem of chemical
dependency and a 12-step, Christ-cen-
tered process toward recovery.

0 “First Place,” a Bible-based nutri-
tion program with emphasis on valu-
ing the body as the temple of God.

B “Shelter from the Storm: Hope

for Survivors of Sexual Abuse,” a‘study -

with emphasis on grieving the emo-
tional pain, learning to let go of the
past, reclaiming trust, control and inti-
macy.

For information about how to en-
rich your church’s ministry with help
from discipleship training programs,
call Doug Strader or Jim Clontz at the
KBC, (502) 245-4101.

KBC Calendar

June 24

B Church weekday education
conference at Rose Hill
Missionary Baptist Church in
Ashland

June 25
B Annuity Board Sunday

June 25-July 2
M All-State Youth Choir and
Orchestra

July 2 :
M Christian Citizenship Sunday

July 4
B Independence Day

July 6-19

B Kentucky Baptist Chorale and
Kentucky Baptist Singing Women
tour of Russia

PIANISTS AND ORGANISTS

Keyboard Retreat features
Boud and Phillips in concert

Church pianists and organists
are invited to the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s first Keyboard Re-

treat this fall. ton, and David Slinker, minister of
The two-day event will offer in- music and education at

struction at basic and advanced lev- Corinth Baptist Church in

els, separate reading sessions London.

for pianists and organists, The retreat also will of-

small-group discus- \
sions on a varie
of lg)plo‘s a round- e
table discussion
on the role of mu-
sicians as minis-
ters and a concert
by Ron Boud and
Don Phillips.
Boud, professor
~ of church music at [
Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and Phil
lips, minister of music at First Bap-

tist Church in
Louisville,

sessions in addition to theu' con-

Week of prayer for state missions
You don’t have to go far in Kentucky to be a missionary. Mission
needs exist all around us.
This year’s week of prayer for state missions and Eliza Broadus Of-
fering focuses on |
these needs at home:

1 Deaf ministry in Pike and Enterpnse Baptist associations.

_ 1 Literacy missions.
1 Kentucky Woman’s Mlssronary Umon executive board
B Infant Resource Project. , .
§ Language missions.

cert. Other clinicians include Rich-
ard Dwyer, minister of music at
Calvary Baptist Church in Lexing-

fer time for fellowshi

and networking wit

other church musicians.

& B Date: Sept. 22-
23.

B Location:
Broadway Bap-

Q /
3 ; [
per person, including the Fri-
day night meal.

, l To register: Obtain regis-

tration form from KBC church
tist Church of Franklin, will lead music department, Box 43433, Lou-
isville, Ky. 40253, (502) 245-4101.

B Cost: $19

peci!’ic ways Kéntucky Baptists are helpmg meet

The Eliza Broadus Offenng goal for this year is $800 000 The annu ‘ "

al week of prayer for state missions is Sept 10- 17

August 12
B WMU Associational Council
training

Church of Ashland and First

July 7-8 Baptist Church of Owensboro
B Brotherhood Steering :
Committee meeting, Hopkinsville - August 13

M Language Missions Day
July 8-16 B On-to-College Day
B Kentucky Changers event in '
Hopkinsville August 15

B KBC committee on
July 27-29 committees meeting at Baptist
M Kentucky Baptist Secretaries Building
Association annual conference,
Murray August 19

B WMU Associational Council
July 31-August 3 training

@ Super Saturday at Central
Baptist Church of Corbin and
Erlanger Baptist Church in

M Mountain Missions Conference,
Oneida Baptist Institute

August 5 Erlanger
B WMU associational council
training August 20-27 !
® Church Music Emphasis Week
August 6

August 22
@ KBC public affairs committee
meeting at Baptist Building

B Day of Prayer for World Peace

August 6-10
@ BSU On-to-College retreat

M Super Saturday at First Baptist

N s:r PTISTS

CHILDREN’S WORKERS

New Flexible
Gurriculum
adds variety
to summer

If you're looking for fresh ideas for
summer activities for children, consid-
er the new Flexible Curriculum de-
signed by Jewell Nelson of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention Sunday
school department.

Eight units are available, and each
unit contains many ideas for teachin
children ages 6 to 12. Each unit is built
around a Bible character.

Here are some possible applica
ttons

1 “Joseph” can teach children about :

the bullies in life and building self-es-
teem.

§ “Paul and Barnabas” teaches
about missions and workmg together.

B “Timothy” helps children learn
about intergenerational relatlonslups
and single arentmg

B “David” teaches how God can use
each person when that person is ded-
icated to God’s purpose.

I “Mary and Martha” teaches hos-
ﬁntah , what is important and that sib-

g rivalry was alive and well even in
Bible times.

B “Joshua” teaches qualities of a
good leader.

B “Ruth and Boaz” teaches about
family roots, hard work and faithful-
ness to the famrl

0 “Lydia” %lrves credlt to a business-
woman and her ministry as a layper-
son.

Flexible Curriculum is just what the
name implies. Any unit can be used by
itself and can be adapted to various
study times.

And the materials are undated so
they can be used again and again. Each
unit may be used with one child or a
large group of children.

M Cost: $5 per unit.

B To order: Send requests to KBC
Sunday school department, Box
43433, Louisville, Ky. 40253-0433.

B More information: Call Jewell
Nelson at the KBC Sunday school de-
partment, (502) 245-4101.

" Space‘avaxlable' .

Fall dates are open

_for church special
_events at Jonathan
 Creek Baptrst

~ Assembly in West

_ Kentucky. Plan your
 church re_treatvor .
~ meeting at this

_ Baptist camp located
on Kentucky Lake

~ and nearby | rnany
other attractrons

n Super Saturdays

_ The annual Super
 Saturday training

_ conferences are

_ scheduled for six
 locations in August

~ See the article in thls
~ Events sectron for '
_ details. .

 MSecretaries
- Church secrefaries

from across
Kentucky will gather
in Murray July 27-29

_ for their annual
_training conference.

_ Call Cathy Heberer at

~ (502) 245-4101 for

details.
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“We are told that
some are offended
by having to hear
prayers offered at
school functions,
assemblies and
commencements.
What about the
profanity and
vulgarity heard in
school hallways,
locker rooms and
along the
sidelines?”

Charles Fuller

Baptists take opposite sides at hearing on religion

HARRISONBURG, Va. (ABP)—
In two hearings on a proposed reli-
gious- liberty amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, both sides agreed that
students’ rights are sometimes violat-
ed in public schools. But witnesses—
including two Virginia Baptist pas-
tors—differed on how to remedy the
problem.

Some argued an amendment is
needed to restore free exercise of reli-
gion guaranteed in the First Amend-
ment but trampled on by U.S. Su-
preme Court rulings.

Others countered that the problem
is not what courts have ruled, but that
school boards and administrators do
not know that some forms of religious
expression are permitted. They advo-
cated education and contended med-
dling with the Constitution could lead
to state establishment of religion,
which the First Amendment forbids.

The House Subcommittee on the
Constitution held its first hearings on
the issue June 8 in Washington and
June 10 in Harrisonburg, Va. The wit-
ness list included clergy, constitution-
al lawyers, students, a congressman,
parents and other concerned citizens.
The hearings are designed to precede

congressional debates on the amend-

ment.

The amendment, proposed by
Rep. Emest Istook, R-Okla., is one of
the 10 items in the Christian Coali-
tion’s “Contract with the American
Family” and is supported by the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission. The Baptist Joint Committee
opposes the measure.

The issue of public school prayer

_has polarized the nation, a fact illus-

trated poignantly when two Southern
Baptist pastors took opposite sides
before the June 10 panel meeting at
Harrisonburg High School.

Charles Fuller, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church in Roanoke, spoke on be-
half of the amendment, and William
Wilson, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Waynesboro, urged the panel to
reject it.

Fuller said he opposes both spon-
sorship and suppression of religion by
government.

“I do not believe it is the govern-
ment’s responsibility to help me evan-
gelize America or to help someone
else to propagate whatever his faith
may be, but it is the responsibility of

government to keep the ground level
on religious terrain,” Fuller said.

Current interpretations of the First
Amendment do not provide such
equality, Fuller maintained. He also
called allegations that the proposed
amendment’s hidden agenda is to re-
instate government-prescribed prayer
and Bible reading “a misrepresenta-
tion of my intent and the intent of oth-
ers.”

“Though I would be the first to say
I believe the very survival of our na-
tion is dependent upon nothing short
of a moral and a spiritual awakening,
it is not the duty of government to
engineer or accomplish that awaken-
ing,” Fuller said.

On the other hand, Fuller argued,
the government also “does not have
the right to instigate or to encourage
the suppression of the religious ex-
pressions of its citizens.”

The government is inconsistent in
protecting free speech, Fuller ob-
served.

“We are told that some are offend-
ed by having to hear prayers offered
at school functions, assemblies and
commencements. What about the
profanity and vulgarity heard in
school hallways, locker rooms and
along the sidelines?” he said as the
crowd roared in approval.

Wilson, a board member of the
Baptist Joint Committee—a Wash-
ington- based religious-liberty watch-
dog group—said he spoke not only as
a Southern Baptist minister but also
as the husband of a public school
teacher and father of public school
children.

“I am deeply troubled by the de-
cay and erosion of morality that
seems to beset our nation at this time
in our history,” said Wilson, a self-
described evangelical conservative.
“Having said that, I want to urge you
to resist those who advocate the gov-
ernment as the instigator, promoter
and advocate of religious faith.”

He told the panel many Virginia
pastors were jailed for preaching their
brand of the gospel before the Bill of
Rights was ratified in 1791. Baptists,
along with others, he said, rose up to
help secure the First Amendment pro-
tections.

“So, when I hear the clamor for
weaving together religious doctrine
and legislation, I say: ‘Been there,

The Power of Prayer

by Dr. Glenn Mollette

A message for today’s Christian

Send $6.95 to Helpers in Ministries,
Box 478, Newburgh, IN 47629

QS
ELTZABETHTOWN , KY
For Your
TAPE
@ Ministry
Needs

1-800-545-4793

done that.” Please don’t send us
back,” he pleaded.

Religious leaders “are blaming the
government because that is easier
than accepting responsibility for a his-
tory of self-serving religion” that has
“helped create this crisis in our na-

tion’s soul,” Wilson added.

“I'’know you want to provide some
needed and necessary treatment and
healing, but please, do not apply the
Band-Aid of a constitutional religious
amendment of some type to this criti-
cally ill patient,” Wilson said.

CONFERENCE
Wil Yo, atund

T.W. Hunt presents a discussion of his new book 7he Mind
of Christ, a lifelong work based on revolutionary spiritual
truths found in Philippians 2:5-11.

This conference will help you:

* Renew your life by reflecting Christ in everyday living

* Develop the characteristics of servanthood

* Identify your own spiritual traits and virtues

* Surrender to the lordship of Christ

July 28-29, 1995
Bellevue Baptist Church
Owensboro

Don’t miss this life-changing event!

7:00 P.M.
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NATION

NATIONAL NOTES

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Lexington Avenue
Baptist Church, Danville, Ky., is cur-
rently receiving applications for a
minister of youth/college students/
singles. MDiv preferred but not re-
quired. Salary and benefits commen-
surate with qualifications and experi-
ence. Send resumé to: Dr. Tim Noel,
Lexington Avenue Baptist Church,
339 W. Lexington Ave., Danville,
KY 40422.

FOR SALE: Hammond organ;
traditional; model H-111; mahogany;
suitable for small church; (502) 895-
6936.

FOR SALE: 1981 Ford Super-
van, 15-passenger, 6-cylinder. Only
61,529 miles; no AC. $2,675. (502)
451-7220.

FOR SALE: 1984 Dodge Maxi-
van, 15-passenger, front & rear AC.
Only 76,242 miles; $3,575. (502)
451-7220.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for Baptist church. If interest-
ed, send resumé to: Evergreen Baptist
Church, 2698 Evergreen Rd., Frank-
fort, KYY 40601.

SEEKING: Part-time music di-
rector for Sunday services and adult
choir at this time. Warm, music-lov-
ing church. Crescent Spring BC.
Northern Kentucky association. Send
resumé to: Crescent Springs BC, 627
Buttermilk Pike, Crescent Springs,
KY 41017-1301. Attn: Ben.

FOUND: Camera in a case at the
Youth Evangelism Conference on
June 9 & 10. Contact the Office for
Evangelism at (502) 245-4101.

WANTED: Full-time minister of
music/youth position open; Grandview
Baptist Church, Anchorage, Alaska.
Send a letter of interest to Herb Cotton,
Search Committee, 3389 Checkmate,
Anchorage, AK 99508. You will be sent
a packet of information needed to ap-
ply. The deadline for mailing letters of
interest is July 31.

FOR SALE: Double-entry bap-
tistry with plexiglass window; aqua;
32" x 10’9" (inside dimensions). Can-
didate baptized from seated posi-
tion—minister stays dry. Used, but
excellent condition; $250. Phone
(502) 633-0734.

PRACTICE WHAT
YOU PREACH!

with Dr. Carl L. Kell
Communication Associates

Private Consultation and Video Training
in Sermon/Pulpit Skills

(502) 843-8719

NEEDED: Part-time church sec-
retary, 30 hours per week. Gethse-
mane Baptist Church, (502) 969-
3191. Call the church office between
8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

NEEDED: Full-time artist/publi-
cations assistant. Will assist in prepar-
ing materials for typesetting and
printing and perform general clerical
duties. Some knowledge of desktop
publishing necessary, 1-2 years expe-
rience preferred. Computer experi-
ence required. $6.56/hr. plus gener-
ous benefits. Apply between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m., Southern Seminary, 2825
Lexington Rd., room 201, Carver
Building.

TOUR: 12-day Holy Land pil-
grimage into Egypt, Israel and Jordan.
Sept. 12-23, only $1,995 from Louis-
ville, Nashville, Memphis areas. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information (502)
247-8331. Experience you can ftrust!

FOR SALE: Allen church organ,
model 301-B. New speakers and am-
plifier. Contact Jerry at (606) 864-
4194.

WANTED: Caregivers to assist
elderly. Full-time, part-time and live-
in. Call (502) 499-7777.

SEEKING: Hickory Grove Bap-
tist Church seeks a full-time pastor.
Please send resumé, tapes and videos
to Bob Winter, 3051 Magnolia Ct.,
Edgewood, KY 41017.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available
for vacation rental. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, screened porch,
lovely secluded beach. Weekly rates
May-December 16, $550. Call Pat
Owen (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: From our home we
are still selling (since 1970) Schulm-
erich handbells, accessories, parts, re-
pairing, cleaning. Also, Suzuki
tonechimes and musical instruments.
Write: Berrien and Elizabeth Minter,
2817 Brookdale Ave., Louisville, KY
40220-1118.

RETREATS: Bud’s Lake, I-65,
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036.
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim-
ming and campground. Year-round
Christian fun.

LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“There is no longer Jew or G
there is no longer male and fema

based on need

preparing you for ministry

¢ Celebrating the diversity 6f thé Body of Christ
* Up to 100% tuition grant for all first-degree Masters students

¢ Excellence in biblical, theological, and practical disciplines

Contact the Office of Admissions e Louisville Seminary ¢ 1044 Alta Vista Road

Louisville, Kentucky 40205 e (502) 895-3411 or toll-free (800) 264-1839

BUILDING UP THE BODY OF CHRIST

2 1_s no longer slave or free,
il of you are ore in Christ Jesus.”
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BAPTISTS

Southern Baptists
among highest
givers

NASHVILLE (BP)—A
national congregational
giving study shows two

conservative
denominations,
Southern Baptists and
Assemblies of God, with
the highest per-capita

~ giving.

The American
Congregational Giving
Study was
commissioned by the

Lilly Endowment Inc.,

and surveyed 625
congregations, 125 in
each of five major
church bodies in the
United States.
Participating
denominations in the
1993 study were
Assemblies of God,
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America,

Presbyterian Church
(USA), Roman Catholic

Church and Southern

Baptist Convention.
Among preliminary
findings recently
reported:

1 Higher levels of giving

are most often |

associated with
evangelical or religiously
conservative beliefs.

1 Those who give the
most make a pledge or
commitment in advance.
People dedicated to give
a tithe give the most,
followed by those who

~ decide on an annual
percentage of income to
be donated. Those who
decide how much to give
on the spot each Sunday
give the least.

1 Opinions about the
national or international
denomination have little
influence on the amount
given.

0 Level of family income
clearly influences the
level of giving to the
congregatmn But as
income increases, the
Assemblies and
Southern Baptist
members increase their
giving faster than the
others.

B Giving varies by age,
with the highest giving
generally by people 45 to
65 years old.

12

Kentucky Vietnam vets invited to return on mission

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

Kentucky Baptists who served in
the Vietnam conflict have a unique
opportunity to return to that country
on a mission of love.

Chuck Ward, a war veteran and
member of Memorial Baptist Church
in Murray, has participated in two re-
cent trips to Vietnam, where he has
ministered in homes for polio victims
and the homeless. He also has worked
in a street ministry, helped establish
health clinics and helped develop
churches.

The trips were made possible by a
group called Vets with a Mission, a
charitable, non-profit organization
founded by Vietnam veterans dedi-
cated to bringing healing and recon-
ciliation to Vietnamese people.

Vets with a Mission has coordinat-
ed 13 mission trips during the last sev-
en years, with more than 300 individ-
uals participating.

At the invitation of interested Bap-
tists in the state, Ward is organizing a
Baptist contingent to participate in the
next trip, scheduled for Jan. 17-29.

Blood River Baptist Association,
where Terry Sills is director of mis-
sions, recently invited Ward to come
to an associational Brotherhood
breakfast to share his testimony and
speak about his 1994 mission to Viet-
nam. -

“That’s how this idea all got start-
ed,” Ward explained. “The interest
began to develop for a mission trip for
other men.”

The 13-day trip will include two
segments, the “Southern Cross” and
the “Northern Lights.” »

The Southern Cross group will
complete construction projects on
clinics and in villages across a 150-
mile radius of Ho Chi Min City. Some
medical personnel will accompany
this team.

In addition to joining the southern
team for part of the trip, the Northern

20' to 33' Buses by Cham ion

Motor Coach inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

e 12 to 38 adult capacity
e Over 30 used buses for sale

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
PO. Box 2126 :
Brentwood, TN 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today
1-800-370-6180
1-615-371-6180

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

Lights team will fly north to work on
a clinic project in the DaNang prov-
ince.

Cost for the 13-day trip ranges
from $1,650 to $2,000.

Blood River Baptist Association
will host an information session June
27 at 7 p.m. for those interested in
joining the January mission team.

A local connection to the upcom-
ing tour strengthens the case for Ken-
tucky Baptist involvement, Ward
said.

“We are planning a memorial ser-
vice at Firebase Tomahawk, where a
Bardstown national guard unit was
sent,” he said. “We suffered tremen-
dous casualties there. ... We will re-
member all Kentuckians and Baptists
who served in the war.”

Ward said his two trips back to the
country offered a positive outcome to
an otherwise devastating experience.

“Personally, I have struggled with,
guilt that my friends died for noth-
ing,” Ward said. “It used to haunt me.
But the Lord has shown me that out
of this experience, ... if I'can go back
there and help lead one person to
Jesus Christ, my friends didn’t die for
nothing.”

The trip has the potentlal to help
some veterans close the last chapter
in their Vietnam experiences, he-add-
ed. “God can take something' that was
a negative experience and’turm it
around for something good.”~" 1l |

For further information or to join
the team, contact Ward at Murray
State University, (502) 762-3001.

Project HELP: AIDS is the
national ministry project of
Woman'’s Missionary Union
for 1996. The purpose of
this national ministry project
is to share the gospel while
meeting both physical and
spiritual needs, and mobiliz-

kit and an order form.

ing WMU resources to develop ministry models for meet-
ing needs of those affected by the AIDS:epidemic.s Ken-
tucky WMU is designing a resource kit for this project.
OND Kentucky Notes will contain information about the

A home for Vicki

Foster parents are extraordinary
people. They open their homes to
children who have been hurt and
out of that hurt have many needs.
They rearrange their lives and give
of themselves in tremendous ways
to help children find hope and heal-
ing.

1 feel fortunate to have been able
to see first hand the difference that
foster parents make.
One of my first jobs in
child care was working
with foster parents and
in my present job I have
the opportunity to talk to
and meet Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren foster parents on a
regular basis.

Let me tell you about
one recent high school
graduate to whom foster
parents gave a real sense

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Gui . Mooney

control.” That’s when she came
into the care of Kentucky Baptists
at Genesis Home in Mayfield. She
was there less than three months.
She responded well to the program
and we realized that she did not
need the intensive setting of a treat-
ment home nearly as much as she
simply needed a family who would
love and accept her.

We helped Vicki
find that family in the
form of one of our Bap-
tist foster homes. It has
made all the difference
in the world as over the
past 18 months Vicki
has found the love, ac-
ceptance and perma-
nence for which she has
long searched.

Vicki now has a fam-
ily, a part-time job at a
local store and, this fall,

of belonging:

Vicki (not her real name) had
been adopted as a young child but
the adoption later became disrupt-
ed. Unfortunately, however, the
parental rights were never terminat-
ed so Vicki spent much of her
childhood and adolescence in a se-
ries of placements that never quite
fit.

Each placement brought change
and confusion for Vicki and she
was finally characterized as “out of

will be attending voca-
tional school. For the first time, her
future looks bright.

We are very proud of Vicki and
her accomplishments. We are also
proud of her foster parents and the
great love and dedication they have
shown her. They truly show
Christ’s love in action.

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243.
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Saudi Arabia
most restrictive

STRASBOURG, France (ABP)—
Saudi Arabia tops a list of nations in
which Christians face the strictest re-
pression for their faith.

Christians in Iran, Sudan, the Co-
moros Islands and China also face se-
vere religious-liberty restrictions, ac-
cording to the 1995 international sur-
vey by Portes Ouvertes, a religious
organization based in Strasbourg,
France.

Using an index with a possible
maximum of 100 for total religious
repression, the survey estimated Sau-
di Arabia at 86 points, Iran at 75,
Sudan at 73.5, the Comoros at 70,
China at 68, North Korea and Qatar
at 65, Oman at 64 and Libya at 63.

Of the 30 countries at the top of
the persecution list, 24 are predomi-
nantly Muslim. Four of the 30 are
communist.

The index is based on 25 different
criteria including the country’s con-
stitution, the attitude of the authorities
to Christians and the liberty of
churches to go about their own affairs
and to play a role in society at large.
Discrimination and persecution of in-
dividual Christians and other factors
such as local conflicts are also taken
into account.

U“Let“Freedom Riny!

1
Il THE 1995 =
CELEBRATE AMERICA!
PATRIOTIC
EXTRAVAGANZ A

presented by

Florence Baptist Church

283 Main Street * Florence, KY

Three exciting performances:

Friday, June 30, at 8:00 PM
Saturday, July 1, at 8:00 PM
Sunday, July 2, at 10:00 AM

Enjoy:
*A Parade of 50 States*A Tribute to our Founding Fathers*
*Elaborate Lighting and Special Effects*A Main Street Parade*
* Raising of a Forty Foot Flag*Rozzi’s Famous Fireworks *

Thrill to the music of America:
* This Land Is Your Land*America*My Old Kentucky Home*
*You're A Grand Old Flag*I'm A Yankee Doodle Dandy*
*The Star Spangled Banner*

A Great Evening For the Whole Family!
-- Free Admission --

Florence Baptist Church is conveniently located just 1 mile east of exit
#180 off I-75. For more information, please call the church office at

(606) 371-7141
* ok % ok ok Kk kX

‘THE CHURCH MUSIC DEPARTMENT
KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
presents

1995 AL Stats (’Uoub/; Choin

- CONCERT SCHEDULE

Wednesday, June 28, 6:30 p.m.
Living Hope Baptist Church
Bowling Green Kentucky

Thursday, June 29, 7:00 p.m.
Bellevue Baptist Church
Owensboro, Kentucky

Friday, June 30, 7:00 p.m.
Latonia Baptist Church
Covington, Kentucky

Sunday, July 2, 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Little Flock Baptist Church
Shepherdsville, Kentucky

Jim Cordell
Church Music Director

Philip L. Copeland
Youth Music Consultant

Jerusalem embassy
proposal divisive

WASHINGTON
(RNS)—Republican
presidential hopeful
Robert Dole’s bill to
move the U.S. embassy
in Israel to Jerusalem
has pushed the volatile
issue of that city's
political future to the top
of the agenda for
American Christian,
Jewish and Muslim
leaders concerned with
the Middle East.

Christian and Jewish
support for the bill is
split.

Within the American
Muslim community,
however, there is no
debate. Muslims are
uniformly and adamantly
opposed to the measure.

Muslim leaders cast
the Dole legislation as a
bid by the Kansas
senator to gain support
within the politically
influential and
increasingly conserva..ve

“‘American Jewish

community. They
likewise see it as an
insult to the politically
weak Muslim
community.

Dole thrust the issue
to center stage May 8
when he announced
during a speech to the
American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, a
leading Jewish lobbying
group, that he was
introducing legislation
that would move the
embassy from its current
location in Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem by May 31,
1999.

Israel has long
claimed Jerusalem as its
capital, but only Costa
Rica and El Salvador
have located their
embassies in that city.
Other nations, including
the United States, have
kept their embassies in
Tel Aviv on grounds that
Jerusalem’s final status
has yet to be worked out
to the approval of the
United Nations.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
with Baptists in Russia,
Utah/Idaho and Boston:
M Pastor Nikolai
Prisiazhniuk who lives
more than 700

kilometers from his |

church and is separated
from his family for
weeks at a time.

M A Kentucky couple
who are considering
serving as additional
field coordinators in
Moscow.

M Vacation Bible school
teams going to First
Baptist Church in
Kearns, Utah, and Alta
Canyon Baptist Church
in Sandy, Utah, this
summer.

B Churches in the Color
Country Baptist
Association in St.
George, Utah.

M Directors of missions
in the Utah/Idah
convention.

PEOPLE

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CADIZ—Rocky Ridge Church or-
dained Larry Lancaster as deacon
May 21.

Canton Church ordained Jeff
Harrison, Mike Sadler, Greg
Mitchell, Doug Taylor and Barry
Littlejohn as deacons June 4.

Robert McFadden, 71, died
June 6. McFadden was ordained to
the ministry in 1961 and was a gradu-
ate of Clear Creek Baptist Bible Col-
lege. He was pastor of several church-
es in Kentucky for 20 years, includ-
ing Kelly Church in Hopkinsville and
Mount Zion Church in Trenton.

B GEORGETOWN—White Sul-
phur Church called Jared Daniel as
associate pastor.

B GRAYSON—First Church cele-
brated its 75th anniversary June 4
with morning and afternoon services.
Charles Davis is pastor.

B LEXINGTON—Porter Memorial
Church called William Crawford as
minister of music.

The youth and young adults of
Trinity Church will host contempo-
rary Christian singer/songwriter Nia
in concert June 28 from 7-8:30 p.m.
B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont
Church will host YouthQuake ’95
June 26-29 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. The
event presents positive solutions and
encouragement to teens in dealing
with current issues. For more infor-
mation, call Jacky Newton at (502)
368-5806.

B META—Leon Greer will retire as
pastor of Meta Church June 25. He
can be contacted for pulpit supply,
interim pastorates and revivals at 173
Bunker Hill Dr., Winchester, Ky.
40391, (606) 744-2890.

BE MOREHEAD—Don Mantooth
celebrated his 13th anniversary as
pastor of First Church June 10.

B NICHOLASVILLE—Nicholas-
ville Church called Patrick Wren as
pastor. He previously was pastor of
Shawnee Run Church in Harrods-
burg. He began his new ministry
June 4.

B PARIS—Central Church will kick
off its year-long 50th anniversary cel-
ebration June 25. Former pastor J.
Bill Jones will be guest speaker and a
potluck lunch will follow.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Little
Flock Church will offer a prophecy
conference with Roger Best of Sign
Ministries Aug. 26 from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

B SOMERSET—TFirst Church called
Mark Hazle as minister of youth.
Hazle previously was associate pas-
tor of youth and Christian education
at Mount Washington Church in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio.

B WILLIAMSBURG—RIick
Vaughan resigned as associate pas-
tor for youth/college ministries at
First Church June 4, to become min-
ister of youth and single adults at
Spring Hill Church in Columbia, S.C.

EHNDON AWARD Ruth Walters,' a member of Woodland Baptist Church in Lu13w/le

and a longtime treasurer of the Spring Meadows Auxiliary, receives the J.D. Herndon
Award from Mike Dixon, director of Spring Meadows Children’s Home, part of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children ministry. The award, named for a former director of the
children’s home, is given each year to a person who has gone the “extra mile” in support-

ing the Spring Meadows ministry.

Hankins Parker dies in Louisville

LOUISVILLE—Hankins Parker,
director of estate planning at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary,
died of a heart attack June 10. He was
70k

Parker joined the seminary staff in
1980 after more than 30 years of pas-
toral ministry.

His pastorates included Mel-
bourne Heights Baptist Church and
Highland Baptist Church, both in
Louisville; First Baptist Church of
Paducah; Walnut Street Baptist
Church in Owensboro; Miami

Springs Baptist Church in Miami
Springs, Fla.; and First Baptist
Church of Barton, Ala.

Parker was a native of Brewton,
Ala. He earned the bachelor of arts
degree from Samford University and
the master of theology degree from
Southern Seminary. Prior to entering
seminary, Parker earned the doctor of
veterinary medicine degree from Au-
burn University. :

He is survived by his wife,
Frances, threedaughters: and three
grandsons.

Hard at work!

When school ends for the summer, most kids
are not thinking of work. But many Oneida boys
and girls begin work right away.

Nearly 200 of our students are on full or near-
ly full scholarships. These young people come
from low-income households and cannot pay the
modest room, board and tuition. The actual cost
for each student is over $800 per month. We feel
that our total program is worth much more than
$800, but that is the “actual cost.” Virtually ev-
ery student receives a scholarship worth over
$400 per month. The room, board and tuition for
the 1994-1995 school year was $325
per month for Kentucky students.

I recently read about a Christian
day school in Kentucky that charged
just over $3,500 per year, or nearly
$400 per month. We care for our stu-
dents 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. ;

We do many things to keep costs
down. First, it is well known that our
faculty and staff work for much less
than normal salaries.

Second, they work far more hours
than most people. Third, students

THIS IS
ONEIDA

'W.F. Underwood - '

next year. He was busy cleaning the rest rooms
and halls in the administration building. He al-
ways has a smile and is willing to do about any-
thing.

Next I walked down to the garden. I watched
two students transplant tomatoes, peppers,
squash and other plants. Earlier in the spring stu-
dents had planted several hundred cauliflower,
broccoli, lettuce and cabbage plants that had
been raised in our greenhouse during the winter.

Next I walked across the swinging bridge to
see what the farm boys were doing. Some were
taking care of the pigs. We normally
have about 87 sows, eight boars and
300 little pigs at any given time.

Out in the fields I saw several oth-
er students baling hay. One was driv-
ing the tractor while the farm manag-
er and other boys loaded the wagon. I
watched the boys throw the bales onto
the wagon. It was so good to see them
hard at work. The wagon was nearly
full. As they came near me to get the
last of the hay, one of the boys said,
“Hey, Dr. Underwood, how about
you loading the last bale?” I was not

clean our buildings, mow grass, work

“on our farm, wax floors, paint, wash dishes,
clean the dining room, work in the garden and
green house, repair tables and desks and help
raise most of our pork and beef.

Every summer we ask many high school stu-
dents who are on full or nearly full scholarships
to work three weeks after the other students have
gone home. We can then do many things that
cannot be easily done at other times.

" One day last week I took a walk around the
campus just to see all that was going on. Right
outside the office door I saw Tommy hard at
work. This is Tommy’s first year at Oneida. He
is from Louisville and will be in the ninth grade

sure I wanted to. It had been some
time since I had baled hay! Right away all of the
boys chimed in, “Come on Dr. Underwood, you
load the last bale, but it will have to go on the
top. Can you get it up there?”

Well, what could I do?

As I walked toward the bale, I prayed that it
was a light one. As I reached for the strings I
knew the moment of truth was here. I picked up
the bale and was thrilled to find it was very light.
I smiled and threw it to the top.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Drive 300 miles east of Pine-
ville and you will end up in Pine-
ville, W.Va. The two county-seat
communities have similarities. Al-
though the hills surround us, we
can get into town without navigat-
ing hairpin curves across the
mountain. In West Virginina, you
have a choice of several mountain
entrances.

Turn right at the courthouse and
go one mile to find Pineville
Southern Baptist
Church. Like many
mountain congrega-
tions, the facilities have
close neighbors and
very little parking. The
lovely auditorium, dec-
orated in worshipful
blue, was built by Bap-
tist volunteers. A mo-
bile home houses Sun-
day school rooms and
the pastor’s office. A
fellowship hall offers

Moving to a new Pineville

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

'Bill Whittaker

tor. As we approached my gradua-
tion from Clear Creek, we prayed
for a place of service. God brought
us together.”

Mark is a West Virginia native.
At lunch, they told of answered
prayers which further confirmed
their calling to Pineville. Angela
got a bank teller job. “No one gets
a job that quick over here.” Their
children, Michelle and Steven, al-
ready have made friends and

seemed to be at home.

Before they moved in,

the local pastor’s asso-

ciation elected Mark as,
- president.

Leadership and re-
sponsibility is nothing
new to Barnett. He came
to Clear Creek with six
years as manager at
Roses. He worked his
way through school at
Belk-Simpson, Mid-
dlesboro.

plenty of room for din-
ner on the grounds.

After Saturday night at Cedar-
more for the BSU Son teams’ din-
ner theatre, I did not push to arrive
earlier. Lunch was still on the ta-
ble. It was too early for garden
vegetables, but I found more than
enough to test my resolve as a First
Place diet program participant.

We gathered to install Mark
Barnett as pastor. That morning he
told the church “the occasion
marked a work of God’s sovereig-
nity. You prayed and sought a pas-

The faculty awared
Barnett the R.P. Mahon Founders
Award for his cooperativeness and
“response to God’s call and prepa-
ration for ministry in the midst of
adult life.” This fall Mark cele-
brates his 37th birthday. Each day
he rejoices in the assurance of be-
ing in the Lord’s will. You should
also rejoice in having a part in his
preparation for ministry.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977

e
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Schoolteacher happily gave all she had for missions

BURGAW, N.C. (BP)—Mary
Taylor cared more about others than
she did herself.

The daughter of a Southern Bap-
tist preacher, Taylor never married.
Instead, she devoted her life to her
church and community.

But more than anything else, she
devoted herself to sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ with the world—
in life and in death.

“Mary Taylor was a very gentle
lady who had a real compassion for
people,” said Francis Chesson, pastor
of Burgaw (N.C.) Baptist Church,
where Taylor was an active member
for most of her adult life, until her
death last year. “She wanted us to be
sensitive to the physical and spiritual
needs of people here in our own back-
yard, but she also always held our feet
to the fire as far as missions was con-
cerned.”

Taylor’s first love was children.
Her small, wood-frame, white house
stood just a block from the Burgaw
school, where she taught first grade
for about 40 years. Her door always
was open to neighborhood children
who wanted to visit or play a board
game.

 Like Jesus, Poston
":"-penter After retiring, P
eda garden and sold his h'_

f:?:':'Poston $ vegetable stand just dut~
»_Slde Spearsvnlle and he wondex

“Mary loved children. You could
see it in the way she spoke to them,”
said Margaret Harrell, her next-door
neighbor. “Occasionally, she would
give the children’s sermon at church.
They would just sit there spellbound
and listen to her.”

When mandatory retirement
forced her to leave the classroom in
1969, Taylor devoted her time to the
community. She delivered meals to
the homebound, taught in a literacy
program sponsored by the Wilming-
ton Baptist Association and volun-
teered at the local hospital. There she
ran errands, gave directions and did
other chores even when her own
health began to fail.

Taylor also cared about principle
and conscience, Gary Trawick, her
attorney and executor of her estate,
told the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board, a recipient of her gen-
erosity over the years.

She gave up income from a build-
ing leased to a grocery store—refus-
ing to renew the lease—when its
management decided to sell alcohol.
She was one of the first teachers to
volunteer for service in a black school
when North Carolina schools were

integrated in the 1960s. And when she
remembered an injustice she had
committed against a student, she ran
a public apology in the newspaper—
even though the slight was 60 years
old.

She also paid for a standing news-
paper ad that read: “Anyone wanting
to know how to become a Christian,
contact Mary Taylor.”

Perhaps the most striking thing
about Taylor, however, was her love
of missions.

“Mary always wanted the church
to do the right thing when it came to
missions,” Chesson said. “She was
always encouraging us to increase the
missions budget and the missions of-
ferings.”

In fact, Taylor refused herself ba-
sic necessities so she could have mon-
ey to meet mission needs, said anoth-
er neighbor, Jewell Harrell.

“Mary loved mission work, and
did without so she could give to mis-
sions,” Harrell said. “She wouldn’t
spend money on her house; the door
swung large enough you could throw
a cat through it. She went around with
holes in her shoes, but she kept a met-
al box with money in it for gifts to

others.”

If the church wasn’t meeting its
goal for a mission offering, she al-
ways gave extra to reach it. When a
young woman in the church couldn’t
afford to take a volunteer mission trip
to Brazil, Taylor wrote a check to pay
her airfare and expenses.

Despite her modest means, Taylor
gave $27,000 to the Foreign Mission
Board in the last 10 years of her life.
Those gifts were above and beyond
her tithe and local offerings.

And when she died one week short
of her 89th birthday more than a year
ago, her friends and family weren’t
surprised to discover she left her en-
tire estate—about $115,000—to
Southern Baptist mission work in
Mexico.

“I’'m constantly gratified by the
number of people who include the
Foreign Mission Board in their wills,”
said David Coleman, FMB director of
development. “And I’m humbled by
the lifestyle they live to fulfill the
commitments they have made to the
Lord. Mary Taylor lived simply and
sacrificed her own comforts to pro-
vide more money for the Lord’s
work.”

Reluctant church starter excels

By Linda Lawson
SBC Sunday School Board

FREMONT; Calif. (BP)—Starting
a new church was the furthest thing
from Ray Jones’ mind in 1987 when,
at age 25, he was presented that chal-
lenge.

Eight years later, Fremont Bible
Fellowship—a growing congregation
of 1,200 members with an enlarging
vision for the future—stands as a trib-
ute to the reality that God uses people
to point others in the direction of his
will for their lives.

Elgia Wells, now manager of the
black church development section at
the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board, was Jones’ reflection group
leader at Emmanuel Baptist Church in
San Jose, Calif., when he posed the
question to Jones about starting a new
church.

“At first I laughed,” Jones recalled
during a Sunday morning interview in
his study between worship services.
“I didn’t know anything about church
starts. The Lord really led us.”

After he and his wife, Florence,
became convinced God was indeed
leading them to start a new church,
two existing congregations, Pilgrims
Rest in Oakland and Emmanuel of
San Jose, agreed to serve as sponsors.
The next question became, “Where?”

Jones found the answer not on a
California map, but in the Bible, Acts
16:6-10, where the Apostle Paul had
a vision in which he saw a Mace-
donian saying, “Come over to Mace-
donia and help us.”

“The Lord just said no, not San
Jose,” Jones said. “He laid on our
hearts Fremont,” a town about 20
miles up Interstate 880. “There was
only one predominantly black church
in Fremont and the community was
growing.”

Since enrolling 34 charter mem-
bers on Nov. 9, 1987, the church has
met in seven locations. They bought

their present building, located on one
acre of land in an industrial park, in
November 1991 and moved in 1992.

The story of obtaining rezoning to
allow a church to meet in the industri-
al park without adequate on-site park-
ing was another miracle, Jones said.

“By law, we would have had to
have a minimum of five acres for
parking. God moved and the city
changed the codes,” he said.

Since the businesses around the

church are not open on Sunday, mem- |

bers park on the street, making cre-

ative use of a circular turn-around.
Fremont Bible Fellowship has

about 1,200 members, adding about

10 per month. In addition to a strong;

focus on Sunday school, the church
carries out 25 ministries, including
Woman’s Missionary Union, men’s
and women’s Bible study and sharing
ministries, Friday night family activi-
ties, discipleship courses and others.
“The target of our evangelism is to
go to all apartment complexes,” said
Minister of Education Edwin Holton.
“We’re trying to reach the lost.”
After initial contact in a complex,
“we want to go back and start a min-
istry—Bible study, children’s activi-
ty or something else to meet needs.
We believe we are the body of Christ
and must reach out to the communi-

ty.”

“Mary loved
mission work, and
did without so she
could give to
missions. She went
around with holes
in her shoes, but
she kept a metal
box with money in
it for gifts to
others.”

PRAISE LEADER Ray
Jones, pastor of Fremont
Bible Fellowship in Califor-
nia, leads his congregation
in a time of praise and wor-
ship. (BP photo by Jim
Veneman)
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Using the Western
Recorder’s back

- page for your church
‘newsletter never
has been easier
than today. Before
assuming it’s not
right for your
church, let us tell
you all the things

- 'we can do to make
your newsletter look
‘better and cost less.

1. We can take it however you dish it out.

The Recorder receives church news pages in a variety of
forms. Some churches type out their copy on a typewriter
and paste it down. Some churches use a computer. Some
-use sophisticated desktop publishing systems. The point
is, you don’t have to invest in more sophisticated
equipment than you already have. But, at the same time,
you don’t have to make a relic out of whatever “state-of-
the-art” equipment you’ve already invested in.

- 2. You can mail, messenger or modem on Monday.

‘Churches get their news pages to the Recorder in a variety
| of ways. Some mail the page in. Some drop it off in
‘person. An increasing number send it electronically. The
| bottom line: We need your page by noon on Monday for

| publication that week. That means you can get in your
Sunday statistics if you hand-deliver your page or send it

electronically.

3. We get the picture.

Your church news page may include as many photographs
as you like. We offer high-quality reproduction.

. It's a deal even Ross Perot would like.

Publishing your newsletter with the Western Recorder is
an excellent value. We're good at helping churches balance
their budgets by reducing newsletter costs. We can mail
your church newsletter and all the helpful content of the
Recorder to every family in your church for less than the
cost of sending them a postcard.
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. Color us flexible.

For a small fee, you can use a second ink color other than
black on your newsletter page.

. We've got designs for you.

We offer six contemporary page deS|gns which we’ll glady
adapt for your use. These professional-looking designs will
enhance the attractiveness and readability, of.your.
newsletter—all at no extra cost. But if you have your own
design already, that’s fine too. We’'ll work with you to make
sure your page looks the best it possibly can.

7. We'll set your staff free.

Preparing a news page for the Western Recorder usually -
takes significantly less staff time than producing a
newsletter in-house. This can free up your valuable staff
time for other important ministries.

8. It's no myth, mister

It may be a secret in some places, but it's no myth that the
Recorder offers the best value for church newsletters
combined with timely news of faith & inspiration.

q. Oh, why not tonight?

Now, is there any good reason why your church shouldn’t
be using the Recorder’s news page plan? We didn’t think
s0. Just take that simple step of faith and give us a call.
We'll counsel with you, provide materials to help you and
even come make a presentation to your church if
appropriate. You'll never know how good this deal might
be unless you ask. Call us now at (502) 244-6470.

Western Recorder

Practical Resources for Christian Living
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