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FOR THE RECORD 

Return to 'orthodoxy' 
Al Mohler, president of 

Southern Bapti~t 
Theological Seminary, 

recently told a group of 
Southern Baptist 

Calvinists they need to 
help further the cause of 

theological reform to 
ensure a return to 

complete orthodoxy. 
Seepage 2. 

Accidental tourists 
Kentuckians on a recent 

medical missions trip 
experienced one surprise 

after another, butthey 
were most surprised by 
God's work everywhere 
• they went. See page 3. 

Family Forum 
Three styles of marriage 

that work. See page 4. 

Editorial 
The Susan Smith murder 
case calls for re-thinking 

the death penalty. 
Seepage 5. 

Candidate forum 
The organization that 
publicly tied the knot 

between Ronald Reagan 
and the Religious Right 
in 1980 plans to hold a 

major national forum 
next January in an 

attempt to influence the 
1996 presidential 

election. See page 9. 

Abortion bill 
A House committee has 
passed a bill that would 

outlaw a controversial 
abortion procedure. 

Seepage 9. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Mississippi River's banks remain far from -affluent 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

How long has it been since you've 
drawn drinking water from a well, 
warmed your home with only a 
wood-burning stove or shared a three­
room house with 17 people? 

It may sound like pioneer Ameri­
ca or life in a Third-World country, 
but thousands of people along the 
banks of the Mississippi River- in 
one of the world's most affluent na­
tions- are drowning in a swirling 
current of poverty. 

If you live in one of the 143 coun­
ties bordering the mighty river: 

I There's a one-in-five chance you 
live in poverty. 

I If you're 25 years of age or old­
er, there's only about a 50-50 chance 
you have a high school diploma. 

I There's a one-in-three chance 
you live in substandard or deteriorat­
ing housing. 

That's why concerned Baptists in 
seven states organized the Mississip­
pi River Ministry in 1992: to calm the 
raging storm that carries away peo­
ple's hope for a decent life. Through 
the ministry, Baptist volunteers work 
to restore physical and spiritual stabil­
ity among the region' s people. 

Many Kentuckians probably 
would be surprised to learn that resi­
dents along the Mississippi River are 
so swamped with destitution, saic 
Bob Jones of the Kentucky Baptis1 
Convention's direct missions office. 

Although five Kentucky coun• 
ties- Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton, -Mc­
Cracken and Hickman-qualify ai 
part of the focal area for the ministry 
"we don't have the same problems iI 
Kentucky that some other state: 
have," Jones explained. 

"When we think of the Mississip­
pi River, we see prosperity, not pov­
erty," and that may contribute to Ken­
a See Mississippi River's ... , page B 
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RIVER MINISTRY ■ Top: A volunteer in a Baptist medical clinic listens to the heartbeat of a child who lives in Jonesboro, Ark., one of 
the Mississippi River communities targeted by the Mississippi River Ministry. ■ Left: A barge passes down the river, symbolic of the 
business that influences much of the life of river communities. ■ Righi: A volunteer distributes items from a clothing closet made 
possible through the river ministry. (HMB photos by Mark Sandlin) 
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Study shows Christian men 
not alone in sexual fears 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The articles in 
this series contain frank discussion of 
sexual issues, including points which 
will be considered controversial by 
some readers. 
Parents may want 
to use discretion 
in how this sec­
tion is viewed by 
their children. 
The purpose of 
the articles is to 
provide education 
and to foster a 
healthy dialogue among couples and 
families on issues of human sexuality 
in the Christian context. 

By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

fv.lost Christian men secretly fear 
they have abnormal sexual thoughts 
and desires, according to the author of 
a first-of-its-kind study on the sexual-

ity of "good men." 
_ But because men are notoriously 

shy about talking with other men 
about-substantive issues related to 

sex, most go 
through life un­
aware that the 
sexual thoughts 
and desires they 
experience are 
common to all 
men said----re­
sear~her Archi­
bald Hart. 

Hart, dean of the graduate school 
of pscyhology at the conservative 
Fuller Theological Seminary, has sur­
veyed thousands of Christian men 
over the past 25 years. His research 
has focused exclusively on what he 
calls "good" men: "They are main­
stream men. Mostly they are married, 
fathers, church;gQing, God-fearing, 
decent, hard-working, honest men 
a See Most Christian men ... , page 6 
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I Calvini_sts seek return to 'orthodoxy' of SBC founders 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.-Main­

stream Southern Baptist theology has 
strayed from the orthodoxy of the de­
nomination's founders, Al Mohler 
told an annual convention of South­
ern Baptist Calvinists. 

Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, delivered a keynote address to 
the 13th annual Founders Conference, 
which met at Samford University. 

The conference is so named be­
cause its leaders believe the Southern 
Baptist Convention needs to get back 
to th~ theological convictions of its 
founders, whom they identify largely 
as Calvinists. 

Calvinism is a theological system 
built around five key ideas: the total 
depravity of humanity, God's uncon­
ditional _election of some people to 
salvation and others to damnation, a 
limited atonement provided by Jesus 
Christ that is effective only for the 
elect, the irresistible grace of God that 
will eventually draw all the elect to 
faith in Christ, and the perserverance 
of the saints, a doctrine also known as 
"once saved, always saved." 

Most Southern Baptists today em­
brace some tenets of Calvinism, but 
many find the ideas of God predestin­
ing some people to damnation and of 
a limited atonement unacceptable. 

However, Mohler insisted that the 
SBC' s Calvinist founders were ortho­
dox in their theology. The conserva­
tive movement that has gained con­
trol of SBC institutions since 1979 
has helped put the denomination back 
on track toward that orthodoxy, but 
more reform is necessary, he said. 

In the modern era, Southern Bap­
tists find themselves facing opposing 
tracks: "modernizing and liberalizing 

trends" vs. a complete return to "or­
thodoxy," he said. 

"Now the incompatibility of those 
two courses should be obvious to all, 
and the fact that conflict would come 
should be a surprise to none," Mohler 
said. "I believe it is in the providence 
of God that those who have sought 
recovery now are afforded an oppor­
tunity for leadership in the Southern 
Baptist Convention." 

Mohler has been the most highly 
visible Calvinist placed into SBC 
leadership through the conservative 
movement. However, Mark Cop­
penger, newly elected president of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, also spoke at the Founders 
Conference and called for a complete 
return to Calvinistic theology. 

The struggle for theological purity 
begun with the biblical inerrancy 
movement is not over, Mohler 
warned. 

Mohler noted that "orthodoxy has 
very few grandchildren." 

"We must ask the question of why 
it is so difficult to maintain theologi­
cal fidelity across generational transi­
tions," he said. "I believe we know the 
answer, do we not? It has to do with 
our own frailty and our own sinful­
ness-of this generation as well as the 
generations which will follow until 
the Lord comes." 

Mohler outlined a progression of 
five periods in SBC history which he 
said illustrated the denomination's • 
decline from orthodox theology. 

The pivotal figure in this transition 
was E.Y. Mullins, fourth president of 
Southern Seminary, Mohler said. 
Mullins served as seminary president 
from 1899 to 1928, was president of 
the SBC from 1921 to 1924 and was 

widely influential in local churches 
through his writing and preaching. 

Mohler said Mullins moved away 
from the Calvinistic theology of 
James Boyce, Southern Seminary's 
first president. 

"Mullins honored the Boyce tradi­
tion, but I think it is very fair to say he 
did not mean to perpetuate it," Mohler 
said. "Mullins would shift to a model 
more in keeping with the experiential 
and individualistic and libertarian 
motifs of his own era." 

Mohler said Mullins saw himself 
as a statesman for the times. "He saw 
a theological age coming to an end, 
and he wanted to be a transitional fig­
ure, from that passing age to that 
which was to come." 

However, Mullins serves as an il­
lustration of the danger in attempting 
to take a compromising position on 
theology, Mohler said. "We simply 
cannot create the halfway house. It 
will not stand the test of time." 

Mullins paved the way for true lib­
eralism to enter the SBC during the 
"Expansionist Era" of 1935-1975, 
Mohler said. 

"This generation saw as its ... mo­
tif the building of a denomination, and 
they did build," Mohler said. ''They 
shifted from theology to a program 
orientation, and the dynamic of the 
Southern Baptist Convention shifted 
from conviction to cooperation, from 
doctrine to program." 

He cited Southern Seminary pro­
fessors Dale Moody and Frank Stagg 
as key figures of this new era. ''This 
was an authentically and undeniably 
liberalizing movement which had 
emerged," M"ohler said. 

Based on reponing by Keith Hinson 
through Baptist Press 

RTVC calls trustee meeting 
on future of ACTS network 

Henry declines New Orleans presidency 
NASHVILLE (BP) - Jim 

Henry has withdrawn himself 
from consideration to be the next 
president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

tired. 
"I am deeply grateful that the 

school I love so much considered 
me as a candidate for president," 
Henry said in a statement. "I be­
lieve at this time, it is best for me 
to withdraw my name and to con­
tinue to pray for the Holy Spirit to 
lead the committee to his man at 
this critical time in the seminary's 
life." 

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)-­
Trustees of the Southern Baptist Ra­
dio & Television Commission have 
been summoned to a special meeting 
Aug. 11, possibly to consider ending 
a channel-sharing arrangement that 
has kept the ACTS cable network on 
the air since 1992. 

Jack Johnson, president of the Fort 
Worth-based RTVC, said he called 
the meeting for trustees. to consider 
the commission's contract with 
VISN, an interfaith cable network 
which shares the Faith and Values 
television channel with ACTS. 

The agreement between ACTS 
and the New York-based VISN 
Group Inc., was set to expire June 30, 
but was extended twice until Aug. 15, 
• Johnson said. 

VISN recently announced chang­
es that would significantly reduce the 
quantity of religious programming on 
Faith and Values and is offering 
ACTS a reduced role in the partner­
ship, Johnson said. 

The two networks began sharing a 
channel in October 1992, after ACTS 
lost its own satellite transponder. Un­
der the partnership, ACTS was given 
eight hours of programming per day, 
continued to maintain a separate cor­
porate identity and agreed to a prohi­
bition against fund-raising, prosely-
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tizing and maligning other faiths. 
The move was expected to save 

money for both networks and to in- , 
crease the size of the ACTS audience. 
Before the partnership, ACTS lost 
money and was available in about 8 
million households. Through the 
Faith and Values channel, ACTS is 
now accessible to almost 1,400 cable 
systems and 23 million homes. 

The financial aspect of the partner­
ship also •~has worked well," Johnson 
said, freeing up resources to allow the 
commission to develop FamilyNet, a 
broadcast service targeted to indepen­
dent television stations. 

Finding a transponder for direct 
transmission of ACTS is no longer an 
option, because none is available, 
Johnson said. "Our options are to shut 
down the network or find a compati­
ble programmer." 

If no agreement can be reached 
with VISN to continue ACTS pro­
gramming, the commission would 
have to find another "compatible" ca­
ble network~ not necessarily a reli­
gious network but one that fosters re- ' 
ligious values, Johnson said. 

If no agreement can be reached 
and no additional channel is available, 
another option is for the commission 
to close down ACTS and put all its 
programming into FamilyNet. 

Henry, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Orlando, Fla., and cur­
rent president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, apparently 
was the top candidate to succeed 
Landrum Leavell, who has re-
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Mission trip. took odd turns but turned out great 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

Despite obstacles, "God inter­
vened" in recent medical and evange­
lism projects in Ryazan, Russia, ac­
cording to Kentuckians who formed 
the partnership missions teams. 

Unexpected restrictions, ever­
changing medical regulations and 
canceled venues for evangelistic ef­
forts became the order of the day 
throughout the two-week trip. But 
God provided places to serve and re­
sults far • greater than they had 
dreamed possible, team members 
said. 

"For every door closed, God 
opened his floodgates of blessings for 
us to succeed in the ashes of prior 
planning," said Herbert Booth, a phy­
sician from Burlington. 

By the end of the mission, more 
than 880 Russians had professed faith 
in Jesus Christ and more than 250 had 
received much-needed medical treat­
ment. Ryazan is a city of 600,000 
people located 150 miles southeast of 
Moscow. 

But those results did not come eas­
ily, Flexibility was the order of the 
day, and humor kept spirits high, 
Booth said. 

The eight-member medical/dental 
team had to practice flexibility before 
they could practice medicine. Shortly 
after arriving in Ryazan, they learned 
that even though the local hospital 

administrator had invited them to op­
erate a clinic, the local minister of 
health said they could not because 
they weren't licensed to practice med­
icine in Russia. 

Not easily deterred, the next mom~ 
ing Booth and Jerry Burgess of Whit­
ley City, along with the local pastor 
and two interpreters, went to the min~ 
ister of health to try to work some­
thing out. At first, it looked like the 
clinic would have to be set up in the 
church-without adequate facilities. 
But after waiting four hours for a 
word from Moscow, the team was 
given permission to practice medicine 
in, the clinic/hospital located two 
blocks from the church. 

Once in the door, the local hospi­
tal/clinic was "extremely accommo­
dating," Burgess said. In fact, on the 
last day the team was in Ryazan, the 
hospital administrator "threw a sump­
tuous banquet for us" and invited the 
team to come back next year. 

"When God opened the door, he 
kept it open," Burgess said. 

Meanwhile, the IS-member evan­
gelism team from Little Bethel Bap­
tist Association faced its own prob­
lems. Team leader Bob Morrison and 
his wife, Fran, along with volunteer 
John Ashby had gone a week early to 
polish up schedules and plans. But 
often as the time neared for a well­
planned event, team members learned 
that logistics promised were not in 
place. 

So instead of planned rallies, the 
team did street evangelism, handed 
out gospel tracts at bus stops and wit­
nessed to patients in the clinic/hospi­
tal. And instead of large-scale meet­
ings, they rented a 400-seat theater. , 

The Kentuckians learned "to be 
lots more open to the Lord's leader­
ship and stand back and watch the sal­
vation of the Lord," Morrison said. 

For example, at the "unplanned" 
theater event, 17 people-including a 
reporter sent to interview a team 
member- made professions of faith 
when the Kentuckians handed out 
tracts and witnessed. 

And at the meeting inside the the­
ater, 150 people gathered for singing, 
preaching and listening to testimo­
nies. When the invitation to receive 
Christ was given, 39 Russians made 
professions of faith. 

Further, the theater manager who 
"was near to making a profession of 
faith" after the meeting asked the 
group to come back on Friday night 
for another meeting "so he could hear 
the gospel again," Morrison said. And 
he reduced the rent for the second 
night to half price. 

"Of course, we changed our plans 
and returned on Friday," Morrison 
said. The group showed the "Jesus" 
film in Russian; 41 people made pro­
fessions of faith. 

At the clinic, the medical and 
evangelism teams meshed their ef­
forts and watched "God work mira-

Coalition hopes to provide scholarships 
By Marv Knox 
Editor 

LEXINGTON- Kentucky Bap­
tists who are examining alternate 
training options for ministers have 
shifted their focus from schools to 
scholarships, according to a leader in 
the movement. 

The Kentucky Consultation on 
Baptist Theological Education held its 
second meeting in Lexington last 
month. Twenty-two Kentucky Bap­
tists, primarily pastors, attended the 
meeting, which was closed to media. 

At that time, the group turned its 
primary attention away from starting 
a new school that would compete 
with Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary-in-Louisville, said Dwight 
Moody, pastor of Third Baptist 
Church in Owensboro and an orga­
nizer of the consultation. 

Instead, the group considered a 
recommendation to raise money for 
scholarships that would enable stu­
dents to attend other schools, he said. 

The consultation was formed by 
moderate Kentucky Baptists in late 
spring after a series of controversial 
events at Southern Seminary, which 
has come under control by Southern 
Baptist Convention conservatives. 
The capstone in those events was 
seminary President Al Mohler' s deci­
sion to fire Diana Garland as dean of 
the Carver School of Church Social 
Work and the trustees' decision to 
give Mohler even more power. 

In their initial meeting, participants 
in the consultation discussed options 
for creating a new seminary in Ken­
tucky or creating Kentucky branches 

of Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond, Va., or the Truett Theo­
logical Seminary of Baylor Universi­
ty in Waco, Texas. -

In their follow-up meeting, they 
looked more seriously at the needs of 
individuals rather than institutions, 
Moody said. 

"The primary focus ... is the indi­
vidual student from high schools and 
colleges in our state, as well as those 
whom the Lord is calling from other 
vocations," he reported. "We desire to 
provide a support system for these 
ministerial students- a system which 
will include friendships, direction, fi­
nancial aid and placement assis­
tance." 

Ideally, that "support system" 
would include scholarship money, di­
rect mentoring relationships with 
Kentucky Baptist ministers, intern­
ships in Kentucky Baptist churches 
and opportunities for full-time minis­
try in Kentucky Baptist congrega­
tions, he said. 

"It is our desire to see these minis­
terial students further their education 
in institutions whose spiritual atmo­
sphere, religious vision, theological 
convictions and missiological orien­
tation are consistent with the tradi­
tions of Kentucky Baptists and con­
ducive to the growth of our people 
into the grace and knowleC,ge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ," Moody reported. 

Kentucky Baptist ministerial stu­
dents might choose from numerous 
new divinity schools and seminaries 
that have developed in recent years. 
Those schools have started as reac­
tions to the conservative domination 
of the six Southern Baptist Conven-

tion seminaries, including Southern. 
"Several out-of-state theological 

institutions have expressed interest in 
providing graduate theological educa­
tion for Kentucky Baptist ministerial 
students," Moody said. As examples, 
he cited the Richmond and Truett 
seminaries, as well as Mercer Univer­
sity School of Theology in Atlanta. 
He also noted interest from Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary, an 
American Baptist school in Kansas 
City, Kan. 

Currently, the consultation does 
not plan to charter a new seminary in 
Kentucky, Moody said. "We do, 
however, fully recognize that the need 
and the opportunity for such an en­
deavor may be ours in the not-too-dis-
tant future," he added. 1 

The consultation "will continue to 
be an advocate for graduate theologi­
cal education that is consistent with 
the values and practices of Kentucky 
Baptists, that is rooted in our historic 
interpretations of the word of God, 
that undergirds a genuine evangelis­
tic and missionary zeal, and that 
proves able to strengthen and encour­
age the good Baptist people of our 
churches," he said .• 

The consultation's study of options 
is being led by a steering committee 
of Kentucky pastors: Greg Earwood 
of Faith Baptist Church in George­
town, Leslie Hollon of St. Matthews 
Baptist Church .in Louisville, Terry 
Lester of First Baptist Church in Lon­
don, Bill Messer of First Baptist 
Church in Ashland and Moody. 

The consultation's next meeting is 
to be held in Bowling Green some­
time in September, Moody said. 

des," Morrison said. 
"We (the medical team) drew the 

crowd and the evangelism team did 
the rest," Burgess said. "God showed 
us the main reason we as a medical 
team were there was to reach people 
for Jesus." 

Team members found the patients 
"open and ready, with absolutely no 
hesitancy" to receive the gospel, Bur­
gess said. "Often patients came in to 
see me all excited because a member 
of the evangelism team had just led 
them to Christ." 

Among those they led to Christ 
was an English teacher, who immedi­
ately volunteered to work as an.inter­
preter with optometrist Dale Souley­
rette of Elizabethtown. 

All told, more than 380 people 
came to know Christ through "un­
planned" street evangelism and wit­
nessing and the clinic. 

But other surprises were in store 
for the evangelism team as well. They 
went to a children's summer camp 
expecting to find ' ~ girls, but instead 
found 650 boys and girls. More than 
500 of those children made profes­
sions of faith. 

The two teams may have had to 
change their plans "at least 12 times 
each day," Morrison said, "but it put 
us in constant awe of God's power." 

Booth agreed. "It was as if God 
was guiding us into the time and place 
he wanted us and gave us the victo-,, .· . 
ry. 

Urgent notice 

Additional help is 
needed immediately to 
complete the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's 
Russian Children's Gift 
Bag Project. 

Through the effort, 
Kentucky Baptists hope 
to send Christmas gift 
bags to 15,000 children 
in Russia. 

To date, only 7,500 . 
gift bags have been 
filled-half the number 
needed. More individuals 
and church groups are 
sought to provide the 
remaining bags. 

Details on how to 
obtain the bags and what 
to put in them have been 
published in the last two 
monthly Events sections 
of the Western Recorder. 
Additional information is 
available from any 
associational office or 
from the KBC by calling 
(502) 245-4101. 

The deadline. for this 
project has been 
extended to ,Aug,~22. 
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.OPINION· 
Poor taste 

"Baptism isn't the only dunking 
this Kentucky minister knows" (WR, 
July 25) caught my eye. 

It is in very poor taste to compare 
baptism to dunking. It is an ordinance 
of the church for 

Southern Baptist Convention) is 
"tainted." 

Imagine my surprise reading in the 
spring issue of Southern's magazine, 
The Tie, of a gift accepted from a 
business that generates its income 
through the sale of a product which 

has hastened the 
new Christians. 
Baptism is symbol­
ic of a new life and 

BAPTIST FORUM deaths (most often 
under very painful 

should never be compared to a bas­
ketball game. 

The article was well-written; the 
headline was in poor taste, especially 
for a church paper. 

Linda Hedgepath 
Sturgis 

Biting the hand 
If there was ever any doubt whom 

the Western Recorder holds in high 
esteem, that doubt has been erased 
(WR, July 25). The top story on page 
1 tells about the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship's general assembly. Page 
2 tells about CBF funding. Page 6 
about CBF missions. 

It seems to me our state paper is 
surely biting the hand that feeds it. If 
Marv Knox and other Kentucky Bap­
tist officials want to support the CBF, 
they should leave and join the Fellow­
ship staff. They should not continue 
to use Kentucky Baptist Cooperative 
Program funds to work against the 
Cooperative Program. 

Kentucky Baptist leaders should 
be supporting those who feed them, . 
including church members who sac­

"rincilll1y gave believing their giving 
was going to tell people about Jesus. 

'Tainted' gift 

David Morris 
Somerset 

Isn't is strange that the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary leader­
ship refuses to accept gifts to the sem­
inary which are given through the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship? 
Such money, in their minds (and the 
minds of those in leadership of the 

It happened at church 
Foreword: Thanks to his ever-gen­

erous spirit toward me, I am again 
Dr. Bill Marshall's invited guest writ­
er of four August columns in this 
space. In my last such longer substi­

circumstances) of 
millions of people. Apparently, 
Brown & Williamson money is un­
tainted, regardless of the misery gen­
erated in obtaining it! 

Well, I suppose, in keeping with 
the theology coming from those in the 
high positions of the seminary, ac­
cepting such a gift was fore-ordained 
by God, even before a cigarette was 
thought of in the mind of man. 

Herbert Wil.son 
Louisville 

Thanks for support 
On behalf of our 4,913 home mis­

sionaries, I want to thank every 
Southern Baptist for supporting the 
1995 Annie Armstrong Easter Offer­
ing for home missions. This year's 
ambitious goal of $50 million is the 
highest ever. It will take all ofus giv­
ing sacrificially to meet the goal. I 
want to encourage individuals and 
churches who have not yet given to 
consider the significant impact their 
dollars have on reaching our nation 
for Christ. 

I especially want to commend 
those Kentucky churches which have 
reached or exceeded their offering 
goals. All are to be commended for 
their faithfulness in giving to this spe­
cial offering which represents nearly 
half--49 percent-of the total Home 
Mission Board budget. One hundred 
percent of this offering directly sup­
ports our missionaries and their min­
istries on the field. 

You will find Southern Baptist 
home missionaries ministering to the 
needs of hurting people in all 50 
states, the Caribbean, American Sa­
moa, Guam and Canada. 

had heard him tell more than once of 
the city dweller who visited his coun­
try cousin and accompanied him 
while the country man milked the 
cows. A horsefly circled the visitor's 
head repeatedly. 

"Cousin," he asked, "what is this 
tution, I discussed my yet 
abiding and praye,ful con­
cern for our Baptist denom­
inational fellowship. In this 
shorter assignment, I think 
we'll just try to have a little · 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

thing buzzing around my 
head?" 

"Oh, it's just a horsefly; 
he won't hurt you." 

. fun. Can we still laugh to­
gether? I believe it would 
do us good. "A merry heart 
doeth good like a medi­
cine" (Proverbs 17:22). 

"Well, what does a 
horsefly do?" 

"Oh, he buzzes around 
the heads of horses and 
cows and donkeys." (The 
real name of the animal is 
not "donkey," but I use the 
word "donkey" advisedly.) 

Father was pastor of Franklin Owen "Look here," said the 
encircled victim,, "you're 

not insinuating that I'm a donkey are 
you?" 

First Baptist Church of 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., during my up­
per teen years. I sang bass in the choir 
and sat right behind the choir rail with 
Father right in front of me. 

Occasionally, someone in the 
choir would pass a hasty note for me 
to hand over to Dad for an announce­
ment that had failed to make the print­
ed bulletin. 

01' Dad had a tremendous sense 
of humor- a matchless story teller. I 

"Oh, no," replied the milker, "I 
wouldn't do that; but ... it's awfully 

· hard to fool a horsefly." 
Well, now, with that back­

ground- back to the church. Mrs. Ike 
Stiver was singing a solo before the 
sermon from the opposite end of the 
choir row from me. From a heat vent 
to my left flew a horsefly. It circled 

Annie Armstrong called these mis­
sionaries "substitutes," because they 
went for you to places you could not 
go. As you pray and give, you share 
in their victories. 

Larry Lewis, president 
SBC Home Mission Board 

Atlanta 

WMU's fatal turn 
I totally disagreed with your arti- • 

cle about Southern Seminary "no 
longer being Baptist." 

Now I wonder if we can expect an 
article titled "WMU is no longer 
Southern Baptist." The Woman's 
Missionary Union national leadership 
is out of control and has decided to no 
longer be Southern Baptist. For 107 
years, WMU has existed exclusively 
to help and support Southern Baptists 
and their missionaries. Now WMU 
has turned its back on existing exclu­
sively for the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. With their latest decision, 
they become little more than an ecu­
menical publishing house! 

WMU made an appeal to be in­
cluded in the SBC reorganization 
plans. We who supported WMU 
heard their cry for recognition and re­
sponded. Now WMU has turned its 
back on us. 

WMU has taken a fatal turn. Loy­
al Southern Baptist women ought to 
be outraged at what Ms. (Dellanna) 
O'Brien and others have done to our 
beloved WMU. She is no longer 
Southern Baptist! Our WMU has 
been stolen. Before we listen to Dr. 
(Bill) Marshall about starting a new 
seminary in Kentucky, we better wor­
ry about starting a new WMU in Ken­
tucky that is Southern Baptist! 

Whatever happens, it would seem 
WMU has asked for it! 

The leadership of WMU has for­
gotten the reason it was formed in the 
first place. All WMU circles need to 
have funeral services in their church­
es, bury the old WMU and start new 
ones that are Southern Baptist. 

Sandy Causey 
Owensboro 

Dad's head and landed on the arm of 
his chair .. I saw him look at it. There 
was no doubt, it was a horsefly. 

I couldn't resist. I grabbed a slip of 
paper from the hymnal rack before 
me and scribbled quickly: "Awful 
hard to fool a horsefly." • 

Father reached for the note when I 
tapped him on the shoulder. At that 
moment, Mrs. Stiver reached the cli­
maxing crescendo, stopped suddenly 
and sat down in silence. By then we 
both had a grip on the paper with the 
dreadful message. I tried hard to pull 
it back, but he won. He read the fii.te­
ful note while the quiet congregation 
awaited the sermon. 

I saw Dad's neck swell in redness, 
I heard him snort. He "lost his mar­
bles." Finally, he got to his feet and, 
trying to buy time to regain compo­
sure said: "Beloved, I'm in a singing 
mood today; let's turn to that old 
hymn on page 337 and sing again." 
No one knew the hymn. 

At the noon dinner table that Sun­
day, Father led the discussion on the 
proper (and improper) time and place 
for humor. 

Franklin Owen is the retired executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention 
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Smith murders call for re-thinking the death penalty 
Thank God for some common sense from the criminal-justice sys­

tem. While the wolves of vengeance hqwled for the death penalty, a 
sensible South Carolina jury decided otherwise. The jury decreed Susan 
Smith should live every day of her life in prison, fully realizing she killed 
her sons. The sentence is just. And while it won't bring those little boys 
back to life, it offers a glimmer of hope for grace and redemption. 

Smith's jurors bucked the prevailing trend in America today. Led by 
law-and-order politicians, citizens clamor for capital punishment. You 
don't have to think long to figure out why: Crime scares the daylights 
out of us. Every time we pick up a newspaper or turn on a TV set, we 
discover more heinous crimes: Parents who murder their children, and 
children who murder their parents. Husb_ands who slaughter their wives. 
Drug addicts who maul strangers for money. Rape, robbery and may­
hem. You know the stories; you read about them over breakfast this 
morning. 

Facing a cauldron of crime, Americans seek solutions. And true to the 
sound-bite tenor of our times, the simpler the solution the better. In an 
era of quick fixes and audacious atrocities, the conventional wisdom of 
Frank Rizzo, the former mayor of Philadelphia, prevails: An executed 
con never will commit another crime. -

But the case of Susan Smith beckons us to re-think capital punish­
ment. (For the moment, we won't even consider two of the strongest 
arguments against it: First, wrongful verdicts, in which innocent people 
are convicted and executed. Second, the inherent injustice in a system 
which puts poor black males to death in numbers completely out of pro­
portion to their percentage of the population.) 

To be certain, Smith is guilty of murder. She strapped her sons in her 
car, rolled it into a lake and caused their deaths. She didn't have to do it. 
No one disputes the facts of her case. But is she alone guilty of their 
deaths? No. At least five other people pushed her toward that deed: 

I Her father committed suicide when she was 6. He always said she 
was his favorite child, but he didn't love her enough to stay alive and 
help raise her in nurture and unconditional love. 

I Ten years later, her stepfather sexually abused her, a practice which 
lasted for seven years. He . violated her most basic bonds of trust and 
destroyed her physical integrity and self-esteem. 

I Worse, her own mother allowed this sexual abuse to continue. Smith 
reported the abuse shortly after it originat~, but then she and her mother 
dropped the charges against her stepfather. A -minor'child is not the deci­
sion-maker in a case such as this. Smith's mother so wanted to keep her 
man that she allowed him to keep on violating her daughter. 

I After she escaped her mother's home and married, her husband 
deepened the scars on her life. As she was raising their sons, he was 
having an affair. 

I Then, the man to whom she turned rebuffed her motherly role. After 
her marriage failed, her boyfriend indicated he could not continue their 
relationship because she was responsible for raising two children. 

While none of these people drove that car into the lake, each of them 
helped. Susan Smith killed her children; she is guilty. But that guilt is not 
hers alone. 

The Smith case illustrates the folly of looking to the death penalty as 
a partial cure for society's woes. First, the threat of death does not deter 
crime. The factors that propelled Smith to murder her children far out­
weighed any possible consequences of her deed. Second, the death pen­
alty cannot snuff out the root of crime. Even if Smith were executed, the 
state would not dismantle the chain of events that led to her crime. If the 
state intends to punish criminals and call itself just, it ought to consider 
punishing all abusive parents and step-parents, unfaithful spouses and 
neglectful "caregivers" who twist and distort young lives, turning them 
into murderous monsters. 

Members of the faith community who support capital punishment 
note the Old Testament allows it, and they insist that settles the issue. 
However, ancient Hebrew society radically differed from our own. Com­
munities and families were more readily called to account for their ac­
tions. The Israelites did not have a prison system. The variables of social 
interaction were much less complex. 

In the New Testament period, Jesus ministered redemptively. Yes, he 
condemned sin and called for repentance. But he also consistently sought 
to transform lives, to heal, to bind up wounds of all kinds. 

If we are to follow the way of Christ, we must do likewise. That means 
tuning our eyes and ears to see and hear the world around us as Jesus 
does. When we do, we will be more inclined to recognize situations ca­
pable of producing young people who see violence as a viable alterna­
tive. We will be compassionate toward "the least of these" whose needs 
for love and nurture are overwhelming. We will be driven to develop 
ways of helping them. The problems of these individuals and families 
are myriad, but Christ is the first and foremost answer, and the care of a 
Christian community also is part of the solution. 

We cannot save Susan Smith's sons. But if we are attentive and faith­
ful, perhaps we can touch the lives of future Susan Smiths before they 
commit crimes of ungodly passion. 

• MarvKnox 

Language legacy continues 
'The Legacy Continues" highlights the theme for Language Missions 

Day, Aug. 13, in Southern Baptist churches. It reflects pistoric commit­
ment and future resolve. 

• Although the Southern Baptist Convention's genesis was regional and 
provincial, it has grown to be the most culturally diverse religious group 
in the nation. One out of six SBC congregations worships in a language 
other than English. That's 6,500 congregations, whose membership to­
tals 500,000. In fact, ethnic churches comprise the fastest-growing seg­
ment of the ~onvention. 

Still, only a fraction of America's ethnic residents have professed faith 
in Christ. This is evident in Kentucky, where increasing numbers of eth­
nics have moved into our cities, onto our farms and near our military 
bases. As we observe Language Missions Day, we must seek God's guid­
ance concerning how we can reach them with the gospel. 

Marv Knox 

We cannot save 
Susan Smith's 
sons. But if we are 
attentive and 
faithful, perhaps 
we can touch the 
lives of future 
Susan Smiths 
before they commit 
crimes of ungodly 
passion. 
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Most Christian men want to know 'Am I normal?' 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 

The articles in this 
series contain 

1rank discussion of 
sexual issues, 

including points 
which will be 

considered 
controversial by 

some readers. 
Parents may want· 

to use discretion in 
how this section is 

viewed by their 
chjldren. The 

purpose of the 
articles is to 

provide education 
and to foster a 

healthy dialogue 
among couples and 
families on issues 

of human sexuality 
in the Christian 

context. 

Continued from page 1 
doing ordinary living." 

Most studies of sexuality in Amer­
ica have focused on deviant behavior 
more than normal behavior, Hart said 
in a recent interview. So he decided 
to speak up for the "normal" male, 
whom he believes is increasingly con­
fused about what is normal. 

The result is a 223-page book ti­
tled "The Sexual Man: Masculinity 
Without Guilt." 

Hart's book was printed by a 
Christian publisher, Word Publishing, 
and has been promoted by one of the 
nation's most prominent advocates of 
conservative family values, James 
Dobson. 

Yet Hart doesn't mince words on 
topics that would make most Sunday 
school classes squirm. For example: 

I An overwhelming majority of 
happily married men experience sex­
ual attraction to women other than 
their wives, but the true test is how a 
man responds to that attraction, Hart 
says. 

I ''The average normal male thinks 
about sex more often than he cares to 
admit," he reports. "Men often wake 
up thinking about it, and they go to 
bed thinking about it. ... And I'm talk­
ing about the preacher as much as the 
truckdriver." 

I Almost all teenage boys mastur­
bate regularly, he reports, adding 
dwt,',s n.otjnl!,~rently wrong if self­

, 1 control can be learned and use of por­
nography and unhealthy fantasy 
avoided. 

Hart wrote the book after meeting 
hundreds of Christian men in coun­
seling settings who feared their sexu­
al thoughts were abnormal. · 

''They had difficulty distinguish­
ing between what is normal and 
healthy from what is sick and dys­
functional," he writes. "Many feared 
that their strong sexual drive was in 
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some way a distortion of nature." 
As a result of this unspoken ten­

sion, many Christian men "feel driv­
en by their hormones and find that 
their God-given sexuality, rather than 
being a delight and source of vitality, 
has been forced into a dark secret 
filled with shame, frustration and an­
ger," he says. • 

It's time to 
"stop pretending 
everything is all 
right" with the 
current status of 
male sexuality, 
Hart declares. 
''The truth is that 
most men in our 
culture are in serious trouble .... They 
don't have a clue about what it is to 
be normal, and they can't figure out 
why women don't understand their 
preoccupation with sex." 

This problem is compounded be­
cause men and women have inherent­
ly different perspectives and timeta­
bles related to sex, Hart explains. 
''The male's need for sex cycles two 
to three times faster than that of the 
female'.s need." 

Not surprisingly, then, one of the 
greatest frustrations Hart uncovered 
in his study of Christian men was de­
siring sex more frequently than their 
spouses. "By far the most common 
reason that married men gave for not 
having their sexual needs met was 
that their partner is not ready for sex 
at the same time they are," he writes. 

Nonetheless, nearly three-fourths 
of the men Hart surveyed said their 
current sexual experience is either 
"excellent" or "good." 

While Hart goes to great lengths to 
document what is common among 
Christian men, he points out that just 
because something is common 
doesn't make it healthy. 

To illustrate, he cites the ·use of 

mental fantasy about sex. "Married 
men use fantasy a lot in sex," he said 
in the interview. "But in my opinion 
it is totally unhealthy to do so." 

Twenty-five percent of the men in 
Hart's sample said they employ sexu­
al fantasy often, while another 45 per­
cent said they do so sometimes. Only 

9 percent said 
they don't fanta­
size at all, while 
21 percent said 
they fantasize 
only about their 
spouses. 

For another il­
lustration, Hart 
cites what he says 

is the most common issue Christian 
men want to discuss with him, mas­
turbation. Three out of every five 
married men in his sample admit they 
still masturbate, on average once a 
week. 

While such information . may 
sound like the last thing a man would 
want his wife to know, discussing it 
could be the beginning of a healthier 
marriage, Hart said. 

Most male readers of the book he 
has heard from said they read it only 
after their wives gave it to them. 

''Wherever I've spoken, I've en­
couraged couples to read the book to­
gether," he said. ''This is a wonderful 
opportunity for couples to talk about 
sex and sexual matters." 

It also is important for men to talk 
more freely with male friends about 
their struggles, Hart suggested. 

In the book, he cites the story of a 
Christian man who was worried about 
the sexual thoughts he kept having. 
"If people really knew what thoughts 
were going on in my head, they'd_ 
have me sent to the nearest loony 
farm," the man told Hart. 

Hart uses this illustration to say: 
"By never talking to other men, Frank 

missed the one real truth that could 
have set him free from guilt and con­
fusion: Strong sexual feelings are 
common to all normal men. They are 
determined more by hormones than 
by evil desire. They are not sinful in 
and of themselves." 

The key to a healthy life is to rec­
ognize sexual feelings will come and 
to know how to handle them appro­
priately, he suggests. 

Hart said in the interview that he 
sees a greater . willingness among 
Christian men to address these issues. 
"I'm very enamored of what I see go­
ing on in Promise Keepers, for exam­
ple. I think men are willing to expose 
their feelings. I think men now are 
slowly becoming open." 

Promise Keepers is a national 
movement of men's rallies and local 
meetings that emphasizes responsibil­
ity and accountability. 

ln the end, Hart writes, sex must 
be seen as a virtue rather than a vice­
but a virtue that must be controlled. 
"Sex, left to itself, can never become 
virtuous," he explains. 

He cites a statement by an Austri­
an physician named Oswald Schwarz: 
''The acid test of a healthy sexuality is 
the ability to produce an effective sex­
ual response at the appropriate time 
and when the right conditions are ful­
filled." ' 

These three points~ffective sex­
ual response, at the appropriate time 
and toward the right person, and when 
the right s;onditions are fulfilled­
form the core test of healthy sexuali- • 
ty, Hart says. 

Due to the positive response from 
his book on male sexuality, Hart is 
working now to write a companion 
book on female sexuality, focusing on 
"good" Christian women. His daugh­
ter, also a counselor, is assisting in 
research for this book, which should 
be published in about 15 months. 
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Sure Solomon had a thousand wives; he also had a.thousand mothers-in-law! 



ISSUES 
Parents urged to avoid 'silence of sexuality' with sons 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

Parents must avoid "the silence of 
sexuality" and talk openly with their 
sons about more than the birds and the 
bees, according to a Christian re­
searcher on sexuality. 

'The most critical issue for parents 
is to avoid the silence of sexuality," 
said Archibald Hart, dean of the grad­
uate school of psychology at Fuller 
Theological Seminary and author of 
'The Sexual Man: Masculinity With­
out Guilt." 

'The silence of sexuality is going 
to create far more distortion than any­
thing in a boy's life," Hart said. 'The 
son who is not able in the family to 
talk about sexuality is going to get his 
information-distorted informa­
tion-from other sources. 

"I'm not talking about sex educa­
tion;' Hart emphasized. "I'm talking 
about sexuality." 

The question parents must help 
their sons address is "How do I un­
derstand what's going on inside me?" 
Hart said. 

Hart devotes an entire chapter of 
his book to teenage sexuality and 
makes frequent references to issues of 
teenage sexuality in explaining issues 
that arise later in men's lives. 

Sexual thought patterns learned in 
adolescence usually carry over to 
adult life, Hart said. 

In researching his book, Hart sur­
veyed thousands of Christian men, 

from age 17 to 70. 
Three-fourths of these men told 

Hart their instruction in sexuality 
while growing up was inadequate. 
Further, only 30 percent of these men 
said what they had learned about sex­
uality as a teenager was accurate. 

The need for instruction in sexual­
ity is getting more 
urgent with each 
new generation, 
Hart says, be­
cause of two op­
posing trends. 

First, the onset 
of puberty is oc­
curring earlier 
with each new 
generation. Second, the age at which 
a male can reasonably expect to mar­
ry and be able to support a family is 
getting higher. 

For those who believe sex should · 
be reserved exclusively for marriage, 
this creates an ever-expanding gap 
period of sexual tension, Hart says. 

"Generations ago, a boy reached 
puberty at 18 or 19 and could marry 
at 22 or 21, requiring only a short 
waiting period before he could expe­
rience the sexuality raging within his 
body. Today, boys are ready at 13 but 
must wait until 25 or even as late as 
30 before they can marry, have sex in 
a stable relationship and support a 
family." 

This means the gap of sexual ten­
sion has increased from one or two 
years to 15 years or more, he notes. 

_ In addition to the dangers of pre­
marital sex, this new reality increases 
the risk for young men to become ad­
dicted to pornography or other un­
healthy sexual behaviors, Hart ex­
plains. 

"Scores and scores of boys in all 
our neighborhoods are learning to use. 

pornography dur­
ing the waiting 
period as their 
only sexual out­
let," he writes. 
"Meanwhile, no 
one talks or writes 
about the real 
problem. How 
does a person 

driven by hormones avoid developing 
obsessional patterns of sexual behav­
ior?" 

The most common means of re­
lieving sexual tension for teenage 
males is masturbation, according to 
Hart's study, which found 96 percent 
of all males under age 20 masturbat­
ing, on average 14 times per month. 

"Masturbation is a controversial 
topic in many quarters," he admits in 
his book. "All I would like to say 
here is that nothing is gained by in­
creasing a teenager's guilt over his 
masturbation. No doubt there are a 
few teenagers who masturbate to ex­
cess, but they are in the minority. 
Boys should be taught matter-of-fact 
self-control." 

Hart briefly outlines the history of 
the church's opposition to masturba-

tion, which has been intertwined with 
bizarre medical ideas_:_such as claims 
that self-stimulation causes every­
thing from blindness to mental in­
competence-widely published in the 
18th and 19th centuries. 

"Much of our modern-day atti­
tudes toward masturbation stem from 
our Judeo-Christian ethic and histo­
ry," Hart writes. "Jewish tradition 
emphasized · that a man was not to 
waste his seed (See Leviticus 15:16-
18). The sin of Onan described in 
Genesis 38:8-10 was really the sin of 
interrupting coitus. He refused to 
obey the faw that he was to take his 
dead brother's wife as his own. 

"Early Christian practice warned 
against masturbation. It is hard to be­
lieve that just over a hundred years 
ago the recommended cure for mas­
turbation was castration," he notes. 
''Today most respectable researchers 
say that self-exploration and manipu­
lation is a common form of sexual 
development." 

The greatest danger to teenage 
boys is not self-stimqlation but the 
likelihood of learning unhealthy pat­
terns of reliance on fantasy and por­
nography, Hart suggests. These un­
healthy patterns often become linked 
with masturbation, he says. 

"Frank, open discussions are 
best," he advises. "And a total ban on 
masturbation will never be successful 
or possiele. But an honest acceptance 
of its limitations and hazards-... is rea- , 
sonable and workabie." ·-- • • • -- • 

"The son who is 
not able in the • 
family to talk 
about sexuality is 
going to get his 
information­
distorted 
information-from 
other sources." 
Archibald Hart, dean of 
the graduate school of 
psychology at Fuller . 
Theological Seminary 
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FOOL'S GOLD Billboards 
advertising a casino line a 
highway along the Missis­
sippi River. In some poor 

communities, gambling has 
been presented as a golden 
opportunity for generating 
new income. (HMB photo 

by Mark Sandlin) 
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Mississi.ppi River's banks not affluent in lifestyle 
Continued from page 1 
tucky's low level of participation in 
the project, Jones suggested. 

Jones is Kentucky's representative 
in the Mississippi River Ministry con­
sortium, which includes Baptists from 
other states which border the river. He 
thinks many Kentucky Baptists sim­
ply are unaware of the needs, and that 
the Bluegrass State could offer much 
more assistance as a "sending" state. 

"I think, in typical Kentucky Bap­
tist fashion, when they learn there's a 
need, they'll respond," he said. 

And the need is overwhelming. 
A video produced by the Southern 

Baptist Home Mission Board, "Chal­
lenge of the Blues," describes some 
of the situations. 

In an isolated area of Dickson ville, 
Ark., seven people live in a four-room 
house with tin shingles, that leak. A 
wooded area out back substitutes for 
indoor plumbing. Like any parents, 
these want the best for their children. 
But they say they're losing hope. 

"I look at it this way," the mother 
says in the video. "A poor person ain't 
got a chance in this world nowadays." 

The river ministry covers several 
sprawling urban centers as well as 
isolated rural villages. 

At one government-subsidized 
housing project in Memphis, a single 
mother has boarded up all the win­
dows in her apartment to deter thieves 
or gang members from breaking in. 
They've already taken most of her 
furniture. Her children miss school 
frequently. Her addiction to drugs 
long ago emptied out her refrigerator 
and pantry. 

"You can't minister to a man and 
pray for him unless you try to meet 
his need," M.C. Johnson, director of 
missions for the North Delta Baptist 
Association, explains in the video. 
"It's one thing to pat him on the back 
and pray for him, but it's something 
else to say 'Here, we're here to help."' 

Through the Mississippi River 
Ministry, Baptists in Kentucky, Ar­
kansas, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississip­
pi, Missouri and Tennessee are say­
ing, "We're here to help." 

That's why volunteers are needed 
to support the ministry, Jones empha­
sized. "There are some people who 
will be attracted to this kind of project 
who cannot go to Russia or Utah-Ida­
ho"-areas where Kentucky Baptists 
have missions partnerships, he said. 

Andrea Ramage, a Kentuckian 
who serves as assistant regional coor-

CLASSIFIED ADS 

SECURITY: Need security at 
church, business or home? Call Bob 
at ADT Security Systems, Lexington, 
(606) 254-0837 or (502) 343-4056. 

SEEKING: Mothers' Day Out 
-• program director and teachers for a 

licensed, 2-days-a-week program. 
Call (502) 447-2591 for more infor­
mation. Send resume to Rockford 
Lane Baptist Church MJ;>O, 2006 • 
Rockford Lane, Louisville, KY 
40216. 

TOUR: IO-day Holy Land pil­
grimage; includes Athens and 
Corinth, Greece. March 12-21, 1996. 
Only $1,795 from New York. Call 
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro­
chure and more information, (502) 
247-8331. Experience you can trust! 

SEEKING: Southwest Baptist 
University invites nominations and 
applications for the position of dean, 
College of Christian Studies. Respon­
sibilities: Academic programs; bud­
get; student and faculty recruitment; 
relationships with Missouri Baptists. 
Qualifications: Must be Southern 
Baptist with strong commitment to 
Missouri Baptists; PhD or ThD in re­
ligion; academic teaching and admin­
istration experience; commitment to 
principles of shared governance and 
collegial decision-making; preaching 
and local church experience. Applica­
tion deadfuJ.e: Sept. 15, 1995. Appli­
cations must include curriculum vita, 
statement of Christian education phi­
losophy and at least three references. 
To submit nominations or request ad­
ditional information: Dr. Fred Teague, 
chair, Dean Search Committee, SBU, 
1600 University Ave., Bolivar, MO 
65613; Fax: (417) 326-1719; E-mail: 
<gradedu@sbunivedu>. 

FOR SALE: 1990 Plymouth 
Voyager, 8-passenger, NC, good 
condition, equipped with tailgate 
hoist/battery-operated scooter. (502) 
957-5914. 

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist, Lex­
ington, is seeking a minister of music. 
Applicants interested in this full-time 
position may send resumes to: Minis­
ter of Music Search Committee, Cal­
vary Baptist Church, 150 E. High St., 
Lexington, KY 40507. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Williamsburg, Ky., is seeking re­
sumes for a minister of youth and col­
lege students/director of the Christian 
Life Center. Seminary degree re­
quired. Send resume to: Dr. Marty 
Brooks, 230 S. Fifth St., Williams­
burg, KY 40769. 

HELP WANTED: Organist­
Sunday mornings only, 10:45 a.m. to 
12 noon. Part-time church secre­
tary-flexible hours. Lynn Acres 
Baptist Church, 5007 Southside Dr., 
Louisville 40214, (502) 368-9593. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister; position available Oct. 1. Please 
send resume to: Valley View Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 468, Vine Grove, 
KY 4017 5. For other information, call 
(502) 877-2150, 8-3 p.m., Mon.-Fri. 

NEEDED: Part-time youth minis­
ter. Send resume to First Baptist 
Church, 200 N. Morgan St., Morgan­
field, KY 42437, or call (502) 389-
1042 for more information. 

FOR SALE: Church PA system 
( our church has upgraded systems). 1-
24 channel studio mixer by Talngent, 
w/metal carrying case; 8-Electrovoice 
PL-95 mikes w/cords; 2-Peavy 4 
speaker w/horn cabinets (w/covers); 
I-Peavy monitor head w/equalizer; 1-
custom 100-watt power head; 1-
Shure 100-watt power head; 1-ARP 
string and horn keyboard. All in ex­
cellent condition. $2,200 or best of­
fer. (502) 223-5479, leave message. 

RETREATS: Bud's Lake, 1-65, 
exit 81, Sonora, Ky. (502) 324-3036. 
Dormitories, kitchen, gym, swim­
ming and campground. Year-round 
Christian fun. 

dinator for the Mississippi River Min- but spiritually," she explained. 
istry in Little Rock, Ark., agreed. Records show 82 projects were 
"Partnership missions is great/' but completed by 1,656 volunteers 
often entails a lot of expense, she said. through the ministry in 1994. 
"This is something right within a Ramage, a US-2 missionary, will 
day's drive. And we have places return to Kentucky this month after 
where (volunteers) can stay in she completes her two years of ser­
churches, so they won't even have a vice through the Southern Baptist 
hotel bill." Home Mission Board. She will pur-

Rarnage said at least two Kentucky sue a doctorate degree in history at the 
teams have volunteered for projects University of Kentucky. 
through the Mississippi River Minis- , "These two years working with 
try. The Baptist Student Union from this ministry have taught me how im­
the University of Kentucky sent a portant volunteers are to missions," 
team during spring break this year to Ramage said. "I feel God has called 
assist a church in inner-city Memphis. me to be a teacher, but that doesn't 
And two weeks ago, a team from First mean I can' t do missions. Those kinds 
Baptist ·Church of Highland of opportunities are so important. ... 
Heights-Ramage's home church- • 'There are all kinds of volunteer 
spent a week working at a center in opportunities in missions," she con­
Little Rock, Ark. tinued. "I don't have to leave missions 

Available projects range from behind. There's still work for me to 
medical clinics to construction teams, do, and places where God can use 
from children' s programs to mainte- me." 
nance and material requests. To volunteer for a project in the 

Ramage is encouraged by the Mississippi River Ministry, contact 
progress of the Mississippi River Jones at the KBC by calling (502) 
Ministry, she said. "It's real positive 245-4101 or call the ministry's office 
that we are making a difference in at the Arkansas Baptist State Conven­
people' s lives, not just physically, ... tion in Little Rock, (501) 376-4791. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38 passengers) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 370-6180 
-1 (615) 371-6180 

Back to school already? 
It seems like it was just the other 

day that I was writing to you about 
the approaching end of the school • 
year for the young people in the 
care of Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children. My mind wants to as­
sure me that it was only just last 
week that I shared with you how 
the children were looking forward 

And of course there's always the 
purchase of new clothes. Just as all 
young people are, our children are 
concerned about what the other 
kids will be wearing, and there are 
frequent requests for specific brand 
names. (Sometimes we can honor 
these requests, and sometimes we 
can't.) 

to being able to sleep 
late in the mornings and 
were anticipating great 
fun attending camps, 
going to Bible schools 
and participating in ed­
ucation and missions ac­
tivities. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Beyond all these lo­
gistical considerations, 
however, there is also 
the emotional aspect of 
preparing the children 
for school. 

Guess what? My 
mind says last week, but 
my calendar says it's 
been two months. Al­
thou~h the time has Curtis C. Mooney 
seemingly flown by, 

Because of the prob­
lems they experienced 
before they came into 
our care, many of our 
children have not ex­
celled in school. For 
these young people, the 
nightmares of poor 

most of the big summer 
activities are past, and our children 
and staff are now preparing for the 
return to school. 

As every parent knows, getting 
children ready for school is a major 
undertaking. It is especially so 
when you have hundreds to get 
ready as we do. 

For children going to new 
schools, there's paperwork to pre­
pare and schools to visit. For each 
child, there's a need to round up the 
specific supplies required by their 
teachers. 

grades, behavioral prob­
lems and poor peer relationships 
return as they think about going 
back to school. Our staff have to 
help them muster the confidence 
they need to succeed. 

Please pray for our children and 
staff as we look to getting each 
child ready. Pray specifically that 
each child will strive to do his very 
best in school this year. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd,, Middletown, Ky. 
40243. 
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Religious Right group plans presidential . forum 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.-The organi­
zation that publicly tied the knot be­
tween Ronald Reagan and the Reli­
gious Right in 1980 plans to hold a 
major national forum next January in 
an attempt to influence the 1996 pres­
idential election. 

Ed McAteer, a Baptist layman 
from Memphis, Tenn., and president 
of the Religious Roundtable, has an­
nounced plans for another National 
Affairs Briefing Jan. 19-20, 1996. All 
candidates for president will be invit­
ed to address the crowd, which could 
top 22,000 people, McAteer said. 

The forum will be "educational" in 
nature and "we will not endorse any 
candidates," he said. 

McAteer said the two-day event 
al.so will feature addresses by promi­
nent "family values" speakers such as 
Jerry Falwell, Adrian Rogers, Gary 
Bauer, James Kennedy, Richard 
Land, Ralph Reed, Phyllis Schlafly 
and Don Wildmon. 

The Religious Roundtable has 
sponsored a number of National Af­
fairs Briefings in the past 15 years, but 
is best remembered nationally for its 
1980 briefing at Reunion Arena in 
Dallas. At that event, more than 

20,000 people heard presidential can­
didate Ronald Reagan declare, "I 
know you cannot endorse me, but I 
want you to know that I endorse you." 

In the subsequent 1980 election, 
the support of conservative Christians 
was considered pivotal in Reagan's 
defeat of the incumbent president, 
Jimmy Carter, who declined an invi­
tation to the Dallas conference. 

The Religious Roundtable also 
held a national event prior to the 1992 
election, at which George Bush spoke 
but Bill Clinton did not. Both had 
been invited. 

The 1996 National Affairs Brief­
ing has the potential to be even bigger 
than the Dallas briefing, McAteer 
said. 'This one at this stage has con­
servatively 10 times the interest of 
any of the rest of them." 

The 1996 event will differ from 
previous briefings during election 
years, he noted. Previous briefings 
have been scheduled after the party 
primaries, and only candidates for the 
final presidential ballot have been in­
vited. 

The 1996 conference is scheduled 
for January, prior to the New Hamp­
shire primary and well before either 
party's national convention. All ac­
tive candidates for the presidency at 
that time will be invited to speak. 

The scheduling change is "very 
significant," McAteer said, and re­
flects that much is at stake as Repub­
licans and Democrats head into their 
national conventions. 

• "We want them to know before 
they nominate their candidates, here 
is how this bloc of voters feels about 
it;'' he explained. "We don't want 
them taking us for granted." 

The Republican Party in particular 
faces schism between religious con­
servatives and fiscal conservatives. In 
a news conference during the South­
ern Baptist Convention annual meet­
ing last June, former Nixon staffer 
Charles Colson suggested the Repub­
lican Party will split if the party nom­
inates a presidential candidate who 
does not support the moral and social 
views of religious conservatives. 

McAteer said he believes there is 
''no question" that religious conserva­
tives organized through groups such 
as the Christian Coalition represent 
"the largest single bloc of voters in 
America" and will be a potent force 
either for or against any candidate. 

The purpose of the January Na­
tional Affairs Briefing will be to "im­
pact public policy on moral issues by 
convincing the candidates that our 
agenda is very important," he said. 

That agenda includes issues such 

as abortion, school prayer, pornogra­
phy, national defense, gun ownership, 
homosexuality and education, McA­
teer said. 

The National Affairs Briefing is 
being planned by a large steering 
committee, which includes people 
such as Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C.; 
Edwin Meese, former Reagan admin­
istration official; John Ankerburg, 
Christian TV personality; Gary Bau­
er, president of the Family Research 
Council; Jerry Falwell, television 
preacher and founder of the Moral 
Majority; Wanda Franz, president of 
National Right to Life; Beverly La­
Haye, president of Concerned Wom­
en of America; Richard Land, execu­
tive director of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Christian Life Commis­
sion; Ralph Reed, president of the 
Christian Coalition; Adrian Rogers, 
former SBC president and pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis; 
Phyllis Schlafly, president of Eagle 
Forum; and Don Wildmon, president 
of American Family Association. 

McAteer said the event will be 
held in Memphis. 

Registration is $25. For tickets, 
write to Religious Roundtable, Box 
11467, Memphis, Tenn. 38111. For 
more information, call (901) 685-
6542. 

House -Committee passes ban on abortion. proced1-1t1. I 
WASHINGTON (BP)-A House 

of Representatives Judiciary Commit­
tee divided along party lines approved 
legislation July 18 banning a contro­
versial late-term abortion procedure. 

The committee sent to the full 
House by a 20-12 vote the Partial­
birth Abortion Ban Act (H.R. 1833) 
after contentious debate spread over 
two days. 

The procedure, named "partial­
birth" by the bill's sponsors but com­
monly known as "dilation and extrac­
tion," occurs in the second half of 
pregnancy. With ultrasound for guid­
ance, a doctor uses forceps and his 
hands to deliver a living baby feet first 
until only the head is left in the birth 
canal. The doctor inserts surgical scis­
sors into the base of the baby's skull, 

then inserts a catheter into the open­
ing and suctions out the brain. Be­
cause the skull collapses, this pro­
vides easier removal of the body. 

'This procedure is completely in­
defensible," said Rep. Charles Ca­
nady, R-Fla., chief sponsor of the bill. 
"The partial-birth abortion takes the 
life of the baby while he or she is be­
ing born. The difference between a 
partial-birth abortion and homicide is 
a mere three inches." 

Opponents of the bill accused sup­
porters of interfering in medicine, try­
ing to undermine abortion rights and 
providing inaccurate or deceptive in­
formation. 

The bill is "one of the most ex­
treme pieces of legislation since I got 
here," said Rep. Pat Schroeder, D-

Colo. She accused the committee of News, a journal of the American 
"practicing medicine without a li- Medical Association. 
cense." According to the article, Haskell 

The committee is interjecting itself said he performs the procedure until 
into the practice of medicine "in the about 25 weeks of gestation. Another 
name of chipping away at Roe vs. physician interviewed, James McMa­
Wade," Schroeder said. "When I say hon of Los Angeles, said he does such 
it undoes Roe vs. Wade, it does." . .-. abortions through the 40th week. 

While opponents charged the bill's Both said the majority of babies are 
supporters were misleading in de- alive until near the conclusion of the 
scribing the procedure and the rea- procedure. According to a transcript 
sons for doing it, advocates for the of the interview, Haskell said 80 per­
legislation provided documentation cent of his dilation and extraction 
quoting Ohio doctor Martin Haskell abortions are "purely elective." 
on the method. Canady said after the vote he 

In a 1992 speech, Haskell said he hopes for decisive approval on the 
had performed about 700 dilation and House floor but is uncertain what will 
extraction abortions. He described the happen in the Senate. Sen. Robert 
procedure in the speech and for a Smith, R-N.H., has introduced a sim-
1993 article in American Medical ilar bill (S. 939) on that side. 

Bosnian conflict creating a quandary for peacemakers 
Continued from page 1 
to Haiti," said Ken Sehested, execu­
tive director of the Baptist Peace Fel­
lowship. He was referring to the de­
bate within the peace movement over 
whether U.S. forces should have been 
used to restore democratically elected 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

The Bosnian issue is a confusing 
one, and frustrating for those trying to 
reconcile their moral and religious 
beliefs with the realities of the Bos­
nian war, Sehested said. 

"I find it a little odd, given the long 
and complex history of the peace 
movement's involvement-where 
we've made suggestions, where 
we've done actions-{that) suddenly 
... we're expected to have a solution," 
he said. 

"If we don't have a solution, then 
we're accused of being ineffective." 

The peace movement's dilemma is 

reflected in that of the American peo­
ple as a whole, Sehested said. 

"There is a helplessness born of 
deep confusion," he said. "There is 
trouble getting reliable information. 
People have trouble figuring out who 
the players are. 

"And there is, rightly, some reluc­
tance to go in with guns blazing. Any 
escalation could draw in half a dozen 
other countries." 

Some peace groups have respond­
ed to the war not with pronounce­
ments or demonstrations, but with ac­
tions aimed at overcoming ethnic and 
religious divisions. 

For example, the Nyack, N.Y.­
based Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
an umbrella group of denominational 
peace groups, has for the last two 
years brought "ethnically cleansed" 
students-those displaced from their 
homes and schools-to the United 

States. 
"We absolutely condemn geno­

cide or the creation of any society 
based on ethnicity or religion," said 
Doug Hostetter, who directs the Bos­
nian Student Project. 

"But for people of faith, the final 
word is what you yourself do. The 
kingdom of God is created in people's 
hearts and minds, and we must use the 
weapons of love- and truth against 
hate," he said. 

The Bosnian Student Project has 
brought 77 people-most of them 
Muslim students from Bosnia and 
Croatia-to the United States, where 
they can go to school and learn to live 
in a religiously and ethnically plural­
istic society. 

Joe Volk, executive director of the 
Friends Committee on National Leg­
islation, the Washington-based Quak­
er lobby, said the international com-

munity has failed to resolve the Bal­
kan conflict partly because. nations 
haven't developed alternatives to vio- • 
lence. 

"If the only tool in your toolbox is 
a hammer, all your problems will look 
like nails," he said. "For many of 
these problems, the only tool we've 
got is the military." 

But, he said, the military solution 
has already failed. 

For Simmons, the Vietnam War 
opponent, Bosnia remains an unre­
solved challenge to the peace move­
ment. 

'This is a harbinger of what's go­
ing to happen-ethnic rivalries, eth­
nic wars," he said.'"As with govern­
ments, the U.S. peace movement has 
not adjusted to the end of the Cold 
War. 

'This one (Bosnia) has me fairly 
stumped." • 

NATIONAL NOTES 

■ Membership in the 
United Methodist Church 
dropped by more than 
56,000 people during 
1994, according to a 
tally by United Methodist 
News Service and 
Newscope, a 
denominational 
publication. Official 
membership in the 
United Methodist Church 
was 8.6 million last year. 

■ Susan Smith, recently 
convicted of drowning 
her two small children in 
Union, S.C., has given 
her life to God, according 
to Mark Long, a pastor 
in the community who 
.has visited her in jail. 
Long, who helped 
officiate at the funeral for 
the two toddlers, said he 
heard Smith's 
confession of faith at a 
maximum security 
prison in Columbia, S.C., 
and baptized her in 
February. 

■ An international event 
billed as the largest 
prayer meeting in history 
will be held in October 
by evangelical Christians. 
"Praying Through the -
Window II" will focus on 
the region of the world 
that extends from West 
Africa across Asia, 
between 1 O degrees 
north and 40 degrees 

. north of the equator. As 
many as 30 million 
Christians are expected 
to pray for the 64 
countries in the region 
during the month-long 
emphasis. 
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PEOPLE 
What's in 'the Word?' New translation speaks clearly 

Notice 
Mountains to the 

Mississippi and Prayer 
Partners, normally 

~ublished on this page, 
will return next week. 

:,na? n~ h- Ur,,..,, '" ·"' 
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By Brian Smith 
Missouri Word & Way 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (BP)- "ln 
the beginning was the Word." 

This opening verse of John's gos­
pel is easily understood, or is it? 

"The Word" refers to Jesus, of 
course. But how will someone who 
has no knowledge of Christianity, or 
who is hearing the verse for the first 
time, understand what ''the Word" re­
fers to? -

Such questions were an important 
aspect in the process of producing the 
Contemporary English Version, a 
new Bible translation undertaken by 
the American Bible Society. The 
CEV New Testament appeared in 
1991, and the complete Bible was re­
leased this June.-More_ than 100 peo­
ple worldwide-translators, rev1ew­
ers and consultants-spent more than 
10 years working on the translation. 

The project was headed by Bar­
clay Newman, the Bible Society's se­
nior translation officer. Newman is a 
member of First Baptist Church of 
Springfield, Mo., and is a former pro­
fessor at William Jewell College, a 
Baptist school in Liberty, Mo. 

"'In the beginning was the Word' 
sounds all right, until you realize that 
for American speakers of English, a 
word is something spoken or written," 
Newman said. "You may have an id­
iom-'What's the word?'-but we 
would never think of a word as being 
some pre-existing being." 

So John 1:1 in the CEV reads: "In 
the beginning was the one who is 
called the Word. The Word was with 
God and was truly God." 

Newman said the idea was to help 
the reader who is not familiar with the 
biblical background. 

"Right away you realize that we 
are talking about a being of some sort 
that was pre-existent who was called 
'the Word,' not just some kind of spo­
ken entity or some kind of written 
entity," he said. 

The most important aspect of any 
translation is remaining faithful to the 
meaning of the Greek, Hebrew and 
Aramaic text, Newman said. The 
CEV translators did that and then 
went a step further, he said. 

"More people hear the Scriptures 
read than read them for themselves, 
and we are trying to reach an audience 
who may not come into eye contact 
with the text," Newman explained. 
The translators wanted those who did 
read it for themselves to be able to do 
so easily. 

But for the sake of those who may 
read it aloud, they took into account 
such factors as pronoun ambiguities, 
punctuation, tongue twisters and the 
number of consecutive unaccented 
syllables. 

"What we are doing is trying to 
create something that you can read 
aloud without stumbling, that you 
can hear without misunderstanding 
and that you can listen to with appre­
ciation and enjoyment because the 

"We Receiverl a Blessing From God!" Seashells, Part II 
Last week I shared with you the importance of ing to start using new geometry books. When a 

being sensitive to God's leading. I told how God---te~er tells me about using new books, the first 
often meets our needs in unusual ways. Here is thing I thinkabout is the cost. I asked the teacher 
another example. how many books had been purchased, knowing 

In April 1994, I received a call asking if I could that most books cost about $40. 
use some textbooks. I was told these were new The reply was that we had about 200. I guess I 
books, but the caller was not sure what grade lev- had a stressful look on my face, because the teach­
el.- Now seashells are one thing, but a truckload of er replied instantly, "But don't worry, they were 
textbooks we may not be able to use is something free." I said, "What do you mean 'free?"' The 
else! Still, from experience I said we would take teacher replied, "Remember all of those free 
them. books you got last year? Well, these are some of 

• The quantity was much larger than the books you received." 
I expected, and I had a hard time find- THIS IS Now I know some will think this is 
ing dry storage. While unloading the ONEIDA a little far-fetched. Before I came to 
books, I opened each box to get a sam- Oneida, I would have thought the 
pie of each. When we were finished . same thing. I can only tell you what 
unloading, I had about 15 different . --~·- _ has happened. If you would like to 
textbooks. • . come and visit someday, I would be 

I did not know which books, if any, •~ ~~►" t happy to give you many more exam-
we could use, s_o I_ took the sample ·~ ;J'--:-·\' / pies of the way God has meet our 
books to the pnnc1pal's office. The • --:-._-.,' 1- needs. 
principal was not in, so I placed them ·- •• • • If I had refused these seemingly 
on the secretary's desk and told her ""-_._. _ _, useless gifts when they were offered, 
where they came from. w F Underwood we would have missed God's blessing. 

The next day the junior English • • A few weeks ago I received a 
·-• teacher was going to the principal' s phone call from a group of volunteers 

office to get a purchase order for new English lit- from Alabama who had planned a mission trip to 
erature books. As he walked passed the secre- Wyoming. Things fell through, and these folks 
tary' s desk, he saw the stack of books I had placed were asking if we had work for them. My replay 
there the day before. The top book was the very was quick: "Yes!" When they asked what they 
book he was getting ready to order. He wanted40 would be doing, I told them I did not know. I also 
copies of that book at about $38.50 per copy; told them I was sure God had placed Oneida on 
nearly $1,600. • their hearts because of needs we were going to 

When the teacher asked how many there were have. That group left this week after working very 
I told him I did not know, but that I would go hard and completing several projects we never 
through the books again and count. When I got to even planned for volunteers to do this summer. 
60, I stopped counting because only 40 were Some would say coincidence. We would say a 
needed. Needless to say the order for nearly blessing from God. 

• $1,600 was canceled. W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Just this week, a teacher told me we were go- Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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style is lucid and lyrical," he said. 
Yet lucid and lyrical style has to 

be accomplished in economical and 
effortless use of language. Newman 
gave the example of Hebrew poetry. 

"Hebrew poetry has sound, 
rhyme, rhythm and form," he noted. 
"All the translations I know of have 
tried in some measure to retain the 
form of the Hebrew text. But you 
cannot produce the sound, the rhyme 
and the rhythm. And yet many trans­
lations come out with this Hebrew 
form of repetition-either negative 
or positive- which is simply not 
contemporary American poetic 
form." 

Another aspect of the project the 
CEV team paid close attention to was 
how the printed words would appear 
on the page. 

"Especially in poetry, what you 
see is what you're going to say and 
what others are going to hear," New­
man said. "If the poetry lines are bro­
ken wrongly, you're going to stop at 
the end of a line and there will be a 
stress and a pause before you begin." 

As an example, he offered one 
popular translation's rendering of 
Psalm 18:19. 

''There's nothing wrong with the 
translation, but the line ends, 'You 
brought me out to a broad,' and the 
next line is 'place.' If we had been 
translating that, we would have bro­
ken the line, 'He brought me out,' 
next line, 'to a broad place."' 

"We are the first translation that I 

know about in the history of Bible 
translation, that actually measured . 
lines of poetry to aid the oral reader 
and the listener to the text," Newman 
said. "When you have a double col­
umn format, you have to count on 
that." 

Newman first became interested 
in the biblical languages when he 
was a student at Union University in 
Jackson, Tenn. He later earned a 
bachelor of divinity degree and a 
doctor of philosophy degree in New 
Testament studies from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville in anticipation of a teach­
ing ministry. 

He taught religion and Greek at 
William Jewell College from 1960-
1966. During his years in Liberty, the 
American Bible Society asked him to 
write a Greek-English dictionary for 
Bible translators. The organization 
later asked him to be a translator con­
sultant. 

"I didn't know there was such a 
thing- a person who would work 
with translators overseas trying to 
communicate the word of God in a 
way that was natural to those peo~ 
pie," he admitted. 

He and his wife, Jean, served in 
the Philippines and Indonesia, work­
ing with translators throughout 
Southeast Asia. Next year Newman 
will mark 30 years of full-time trans­
lation work with the Bible Society. 
He also served on the translation 
team for the Good News Bible. 

A reunion for 1938 campers 
The family photo album con­

tains a black-and:white snapshot 
of Rev. and Mrs. C.D. Boozer and 
four sons standing in front of a 
tent. The inscription reads, "Clear 
Creek Springs, 1938." 

The four Boozer brothers re­
turned to Clear Creek this summer. 
Their father died in 1972, and af­
ter their mother's death, they 
planned an annual reunion. With 

Another brigl)t memory was the 
caravan of 30-40 cars up Pine 
Mountain. "With kerosene lan­
terns, we hiked to the overlook 
above Pineville and had a beauti-
ful sunrise service." 

Ordained in 1912, Boozer had 
60 years of ministry, including 
pastorates in Wilmore and Owen 
counties. A graduate of Howard 
College and Southern Seminary, 

three of the brothers re­
tired, they agreed on 
Clear Creek for the first 
gathering. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

the Alabama native 
married a Kentuckian 
and retained a life-long 
interest in Kentucky. 

Clear Creek Springs 
was the Kentucky Bap­
tist campground in 
those days. Hundreds 
came for RA and GA 
camps, BTU, Sunday 
school and WMU train­
ing conferences, and 
ralli~s to inspir_e and Bill Whittaker 
motivate the faithful. 

His wife, Ruth, 
wrote to me in 1991: "I 
am concerned .-about 
these worthy ·students 
preparing to preach the 
gospel. It meant so 
much to my husband to 
have loving' Christians 
during those • years 
when he was doubling 

The Alice Rains Audi-
torium featured nationally known 
speakers such as R.G. Lee. 

"I was especially happy to find 
the old artesian well from which 
we drank back then still running, 
albeit still as 'rank' with sulphur as 
ever," Jphn Boozer wrote. 

The Boozer campsite was 
alongside the creek. "A clothesline 
hung down the middle to separate 
the boys. We didn't have any re­
frigeration, so Mom and Dad 
brought live chickens to prepare 
during the week." 

up on dedicated prepa-
ration." 

It means much to see children 
continue the spiritual concerns of 
their parents. The Bqozer sons 
have helped Clear Creek through 
gifts in memory of their parents. 

As we launch our 75th anniver­
sary, other campers need to tell 
"the rest of the story" and h~lp fill 
out our history. 

Bill Whittaker is preside~t of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 



PEOPLE 
Man who 'shot' God now points others to faith in God 
By David Williard 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

MANILA, Philippines (BP)­
When his second child died in the 
womb, Filipino Edgardo Pesayco 
took his 9mm semiautomatic pistol 
out to a Manila-area shooting range 
to "shoot" God. 

As the explosions screeched from 
the weapon, Pesayco screamed at the 
target standing 25 yards away. 

' "I was cursing God," he says. "I 
kept asking: 'Why did you do that? If 
you were a man I'd shoot you.' I 
looked at that target imagining it was 
him:" 

God is not dead. 
Pesayco didn't kill him on that day 

in 1989, but he did manage to put God 
behind him for awhile. 

He returned to his old lifestyle­
"drinking, womanizing, partying with 
friends"- in short, enjoying the fruits 
of being a successful businessman in 
Manila's live-while-you-can profes­
sional society. The appearance was 
that life was under control. In reality, 
the wound remained unhealed. 

At the time it was improbable that 
Southern Baptists would reach him. 
For years they didn't have a strategy 
for reaching the upper class. That 
changed when missionaries Gerald 
and Glenda Davis began such a min­
istry. 

In making contacts with Manila's 
business community, Davis joined the 

• local Rotary Club, where he met Pe­
sayco. 

In 1992 Pesayco's shoe manufac­
turing venture failed. As he attempted 
to salvage his career by subcontract­
ing, his personal life was further shale­
en by his father's death. The only pos­
session he inherited was his father's 
Bible. His mother gave it to him. 

"When she handed it to me she 
was crying," Pesayco recalls. "She 
said, 'This is the only precious thing 
your father can give you."' 

The Bible was very old and tat­
tered from use. It intrigued Pesayco. 

Lying in bed at night he would read 
it, waiting until his wife was asleep to 
do so because he did not want to be 
caught in an "unmanly" act. 

The words began raising ques­
tions, but he had no one to answer 
them. He wasn't comfortable ap­
proaching priests he knew. But he had 
become acquainted with Davis, then 
serving as Rotary Club vice chairman. 

"I needed someone to help me un­
derstand what I was reading," he ex­
plains. "I had to go to Gerry." 

Their first meeting led to an ongo­
ing relationship. By January, Pesayco 
was becoming a regular attender at 
one of the several Bible studies the 
missionaries held in their home. 

As his involvement continued, his 
frequent trips to the bars and clubs 
were replaced by trips to the Davises' 
home, where Bible studies and care 
groups were routinely under way. 

The real brealcthrough came, when 
the Friday evening Bible study began 
working through the "Experiencing 
God" curriculum. 

Pesayco learned he could have a 
direct relationship with God- and 
that it didn't have to be facilitated 
through others. "The main thing I 
learned is that your relationship with 
Gqd is personal; it's one day at a 
time," he says. 

Today Pesayco has recovered 
from the business downturn he expe­
rienced in 1992. He runs a shoe facto­
ry employing 15 people. • 

But his new life intersects the old. 
He holds prayer and devotions for his 
employees and has found himself wit­
nessing to friends and others. 

'Tm not here to tell you what I 
believe but to tell you what I've expe­
rienced," he tells them. 

Like a few of the hundred or so 
people the Davises have drawn into 
their ministry, Pesayco has not sought 
baptism. In fact, he has strengthened 
his ties to the Catholic Church. 

"God works in strange ways," Pe­
sayco explains. "He has different 
ways of getting people to him." 

CHANGED LIVES ■ Above: 
Southern Baptist mission­
ary Gerald Davis prays with 
Edgardo Pesayco and his 
wife, Vini, at the couple's 
place of business in Manila. 
■ Left: Missionary Glenda 
Davis appears lost in song 
as she praises God in mu-

' 1 sic at the home of Nena 
Mejia (standing by door), 
an upper-class resident of 
Manila. The Davises work 
mainly through home Bible 
studies and personal con­
tacts to spread the gospel 
among Manila's upper 
class. (BP photos by 
Charles Ledford) 

Passion pl·ay d~aws real jeers, but many come to Christ 
ST. CHARLES, Mo. (BP)-Play­

ing the role of Jesus in the passion 
play produced by Mid Rivers Baptist 
Church in St. Charles, Mo., David 
Sutton was used to hearing the jeers 
of the crowd as he stood before Pilate 
in the trial scene. 

But this time the jeers weren't 
coming from members of the cast. 
They were coming from the audience, 
and they were real. 

Bringing the Easter story to life on 
a beach in Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
members of the cast said they encoun­
tered a kind of spiritual warfare they 
never had experienced during the an­
nual performances of the production 
in their home church. 

The Rastafarian cult is strong in 
Jamaica. Sutton explained, and mem­
bers of the group were scattered 
throughout the audience of 25,000 
people that gathered for the first-of 
four performances of the play. 

Sharon Reed, who sang in the pas­
sion play choir, said she could hear 
cries of "Jab Rules!" amid the jeering 
and heckling. "You could just feel the 

spiritual tension/' 
In the midst of the shouts of "Cru­

cify Him! Crucify Him!" that were 
part of the play, Sutton heard some­
one from the audience yell, "Kill the 
white man!" 

Meanwhile, prostitutes and drug 
dealers worked the audience, along 
with vendors selling peanuts and or­
anges. The merchandising, passion 
play director Kirk Herweck acknowl­
edged, is just "part of their culture, but 
to us it was very distracting." 

Heckling and distractions failed to 
suppress the play's gospel message. 
When the resurrection scene was 
played, featuring the song "Arise," 

• the heckling stopped. Sutton, who 
could not see what was happening at 
the time, was told by other cast mem­
bers that "you could see the Rastafar­
ians just hightailing it out of there." 

Despite those unnerving experi­
ences in the first-night performance, 
the Jamaicans' response to the Pas­
sion Play was positive, said Herweck, 
minister of praise and worship for 
Mid Rivers Church. 

"People stood for three and a half 
hours to see the show," he said. More 
than 1,500 professions of faith and 
about 200 rededications were record­
ed on decision cards. 

Reed recalled that on the final 
night of the performance. when solo­
ist Janet Watkins began to sing "We 
Shall Behold Him," the audience of 
30,000 could be heard singing along 
with her. 

Cast members also got a positive 
response when they went into the 
community and to schools, where 
they did music, mime and puppet 
ministry. • 

Sutton-whose long hair and 
beard match the visual image many 
people have of Jesus- frequently was 
addressed as "Jesus, mon." With that 
kind of recognition, he added, cast 
members had to be conscious of ev­
erything they said and did so that they 
would be consistent witnesses with 
their lives as well as their acting. 

The Montego Bay Passion Play 
performances involved a cast and 
crew of 170 members and friends of 

Mid Rivers Church-all of whom 
paid their own way to go on the mis­
sion trip-plus about 50 Jamaican 
performers. The total cost of taking 
the production to Jamaica hit a quar­
ter of a million dollars, Herweck said. 

By comparison, Mid Rivers 
Church has a total annual budget of 
about $450,000 a year, Herweck not­
ed. The church reported a resident 
membership of 563 last year. 

Individuals and a number of local 
businesses donated money and equip­
ment for the Jamaica project, as well 
as specialized services such as ship­
ping, computer automation, lighting 
and sound. One local restaurant 
agreed to credit a percentage of sales 
to the project on orders from custom­
ers who mentioned the passion play; 
another restaurant had a "Jamaican 
night" and credited a percentage of 
sales toward the mission trip. 

A set construction team, which 
traveled to-Jamaica several days prior 
to the arrival of the full cast, shipped 
nearly 7,000 pounds of tools and 
equipment to use in the project. 
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Georgetown College - Educating in the Age of Technology 

0 ne of the greatest challenges facing the 
small, private liberal arts college is the 
ability to compete on the technology 

superhighway. Georgetown College has made 
great strides in the last few years to provide 
students, faculty and staff with opportunities to 
utilize up-to-date technology. 

"Implementing technology requires a plan, a 
lot of small steps from no technology to super 
technology," said Grover Hibberd, director of 
information technology services. "In the past 
three years, members of the Georgetown 
College community have gained access to 
several forms of technology, including voice 
mail, e-mail, the Internet, multimedia capability, 
eight ~p-to-date computer labs for students and 
more than 175 computers for faculty and staff." 

Several Georgetown College faculty and · 
staff are leading the way in utilizing technology 
in the classroom or the. office. The following 
are only a few examples of the innovative 
techniques being used on campus. 

In order to offer his students state-of-the-art 
technology, Jim McCormick, chair of the art 
department, purchased the newest, most­
advanced equipment and then used his sabbati­
cal to study innovative art technology. He has 
spent countless hours so that art majors and 
minors, and other students and faculty on 
campus could benefit from the advances 
continually being made in technology for art 
and related fields. 

Dr. Ilse. Newbery, recently retired professor 
of German, integrated computers and interac­
tive multimedia into her courses and found that 
the application of technology significantly 
helped her students understand the subject 
matter. She used the computer for several 
different langu-age exercises, including a trivial 
pursuit game with questions drawn from 
culture, civilization, literature, history, geogra­
phy, fairy tales and songs. 

Dr. Sigrid Suesse-Fiedler, associate profes­
sor of German, carries on Newbery's techno­
logical tradition by using the college's satellite 
capabilities to bring German documentaries, 
television shows and news broadcasts into the 
classroom. 

Dr. Barbara Rafaill, chair of biological 
sciences, requires students in two of her classes 
to use multimedia techniques in place of 
handmade visual aids for their oral presenta­
tions. This helps her students learn both 
valuable information and skills that will be 
needed to survive in the competitive job· market. 

Dr. David Forman, associate professor of 
graduate education, has replaced his blackboard 
and overheads with a computer and television 
screen. A multimedia package allows Forman to 
incorporate motion, color, sound and layering 
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as an accompaniment to his lectures. 
Dr. Sonny Burnette, chair of the music 

department, uses the Korg keyboard and a 
computer to teach students how to apply 
technology to the field of music through hands­
on application. 

The facilities management office uses a 
standard software package to facilitate the 
planning and purchase of natural gas, a pur­
chased checkbook program to track budgets, a 
specific program for scheduling the use of 
facilities and a customized software package for 
work order processing. 

Jack Donovan, manager of campus safety, 
learned and developed his own computer 
systems to catalog student c~ registration 
records and chemicals and hazardous materials 
in compliance with federal law. He has linked 
the campus safety office with state and national 
crime information networks for easier investiga­
tion of safety issues and crime reports for the 
college community. 

Garvel Kindrick, director of enrollment 
management, developed and implemented a 
prospect tickler system that enables prospective 
students to receive a number of timely mailings 
throughout the year for equal or less cost than 
one bulky mailing sent at the time of inquiry. 
He initiated the purchase of laptop computers 
for all admissions counselors to have when they 
travel, so they can immediately enter a prospec­
tive student into the tickler system to ensure a 
quick turnaround for requested information. He 
also developed a computerized application 

Dr. Sonny Burnette, chair of the music 
department, demonstrates how technology 

helps him compose music. 

process to enable students to apply to George­
town by computer disk. 

Many of the featured faculty and staff are 
recipients of the Rollie Graves Technology 
Excellence Award, which recognizes those who 
best use technology to enhance learning or 
improve job performance. Douglas Graves and 
Diane Graves Smith '71 established the award 
to honor their father, a former trustee of 
Georgetown College and retired vice president 
of GTE. 

IJl a recommendation for the Graves Tech­
nology Award, Dr. David Fraley, assistant 
professor of chemistry, stated, "Technology just 
for technology's sake frequently is an ineffi­
cient use of money that does not necessarily get 
the job of teaching or learning done any better. 
When new technology does cause improve­
ments in the ability of our graduates to obtain a 
better education or a better job, then it succeeds 
wonderfully. And that generally means 'hands­
on' for the students. Our faculty and staff 
continue to succeed in this growing age of 
technology." 

Classroom of tbe 
Future 

By Dr. William Gillespie. Communication Arts Chair 

When we used to think about the 
future, we'd think centuries and 

decades ahead. 
No more. 
Now when we think about the future, 

it's as much as we can do to think ahead 
in years. The future of education will be 
shaped by the future of instructional 
technology. .. 

Here are examples of w.hat we can 
expect: 

Sooner~ . 
+ Textbooks and the coll~ge catalog on • 
CD-ROM. . . 

+ Worldwide information search capa-
bilities with software to distill the wealth 
of information. 

Later-
• + Computers will be voise..:responsive 

with personal video-conferencing capa­
bilities, wirelessly connected to the global 
net. 
+ Student "papers" will be oral/visual 
presentations, subn)itted ~lectronisally 
witlf accompanying text and images. 
+ Classes will be taught by faculty who 
team::teach from their owriclassiooms on 
different campuse~ arouD(I the watld. " '• 1 

••· Learning to us~ new instru9,ioi;i~! 
technologies and integrating their capai! 
l>ilities into the fabric of educatiQn will be 
olir"great challenge. 

GEORGETOWN 
COLLEGE 

GEORGETOWN,KENTUCKY 

. .. an innovative community of scholars developing scholars 
committed to our heritage of Christian discernment. 


