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School bells

As the fall semester
begins at Southern
Baptist Theological

Seminary, unresolved.

controversies from the
spring semester could

be clarified. See page 2.

Mountain missions

A power failure couldn’t
dim the enthusiasm of
participants in this year’s
Mountain Missions
Conference. See page 3.

_ Editorial .

A billion-dollar battle is
about to begin in the
federal courts, and its

" outcome could
determine the fate of

religious and other-

charitable organizations
nationwide. See page 5.

“Weak” state
Kentucky is one of four
“weak” states that has
not come into line with
the Southern Baptist
Convention’s new
conservative leadership,
according to Paige
Patterson, an architect of
the conservative
movement. See page 6.

Clinton talk

President Bill Clinton
addressed a joint
meeting of two Baptist
groups, where he cited
an array of Scripture,
while calling for a moral
understanding of “family
values.” See page 7.
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Missionaries abducted,; missionary pilot finds them

IRINGA, Tanzania (BP)—Five
Southern Baptist missionaries were
kidnapped and drugged Aug. 5, but a
missionary pilot eventually rescued
them the next day after pleading for
God’s help while searching the vast
Tanzanian bush region from which
they had disappeared.

Kidnapped were Foreign Mission
Board missionaries Sandra Har-
rington, 35, of Newport News, Va.;

her daughter, Christine, 10; David

Moreland, 50, and Mildred Moreland,
43, of Monroe, La.; and Joanna Gid-
dens, 10, daughter of missionaries Ed
and Nancy Giddens- of Sepulveda,
Calif.

The pilot, Mike Cannata, arranged
a rescue from the ground after spot-
ting the abductees at the edge of a
wild game park outside Morogoro,
Tanzania. The five were in good
health and recovering at the home of
a missionary friend Aug. 7.

“That was a miracle. That was just
the Lord. He just guided the plane,”
Cannata said afterward.

The kidnap victims had been tak-
ing arest stop along the main dirt road
through the Mikumi National Park
Atig. 5 when three armed men ap-
proached them. Harrington’s hus-
band, Bill Harrington of Richmond,

Counselor

says to love
kids in ways
they need it

By Linda Lawson
SBC Sunday School Board

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Chil-
dren may not feel loved by their par-
ents, even though the parents feel they
truly love and care for their children,
according to a Christian counselor.

So what’s the problem?

“Children are behaviorally orient-
ed, and parents are verbally oriented,”
explained Ross Campbell, a psychia-
trist at Southeastern Counseling Cen-
ter in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Campbell led sessions on parent-
ing during an Aug. 5-11 conference
at Glorieta Baptist Conference Cen-
ter.

For example, Campbell said when
a parent is away from home and calls
to tell a young child he loves him, the
child may enjoy hearing the words
but much of the meaning of the ver-
bal message is lost on the child.

“Of course, we should tell our chil-
dren we love them, but this will not
be sufficient” to meet their emotional
needs, he emphasized. Children have
emotional tanks that must be filled by
parents, primarily in behavioral ways.

“Parenting is something that must
be done all the time. We have to keep
that emotional tank filled all the time.
The child who grows up with a full
emotional tank is going to turn out
OK,” said Campbell, author of the
0 See Counselor; Show kids ..., page 8

Va., had walked away from the car
and was returning when he saw ban-
dits beating David Moreland and
forcing others into the car.
Harrington, a 42-year-old physi-
cian, watched as his wife and only
child were taken

with a gun butt. The threats ended,
however, when the bandits learned
the Morelands and Harrington were
missionaries, he said.

Several hours after the abduction,
police located the stolen missionary
vehicle. The four-

away in the mis-
sionaries’ vehicle.
He knelt in the
road and flailed
his arms to stop
passing cars. One
vehicle sped past.
The next turned
around and
picked him up.
After an unsuc-
cessful chase,
Harrington
sought help from
authorities.
Meanwhile, the bandits had driv-
en their five hostages out into the bush
where the thieves robbed them and
forced them to ingest a powdered
drug to make them sleep. The assail-
ants then drove off into the bush, leav-
ing the five to fend for themselves
against wild game running loose in
the area and with night falling rapid-
ly.
~Moreland was struck in the face

ETHIOPIA

wheel-drive Nis-
san .had been
wrecked. A man,
apparently one of
the bandits, was
dead at the wheel.
' Meanwhile,
other missionar-
ies cooperated
with police in a
search that ran
well into the
night. The plane
search started af-
ter daybreak.

Cannata had been flying about 45
minutes when he realized there were
too many roads and too much area for
a party of planes to search, let alone
the sole plane he was piloting. He
couldn’t even see the five vehicles on
the ground searching with him.

“I started praying: I said, ‘God
there is just no way I’'m going to be
able to find these people today.
Q See Missionaries kidnapped ..., page 6

NEW STORE Mary Jane Middlebrooks (left), an employee of the Baptist Book Store in Louisville, tallies a bill for a customer at the
store’s new location, 2120 S. Hurstbourne Parkway. The store reopened in its new quarters Aug. 7. Store manager Cody Rogers said -

the new location includes an enhanced gift area, a large music and video department with buili-in video monitors and areas to feature
best-selling products special values and new releases. The store also features more modern displays throughaut designed to make
merchandise easier to see. The new location is farther south on Hurstbourne than the old location and is near the intersection of
Hurstbourne and Taylorsville Rd.

Will snack-pack mentality change communion?

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

CHICAGO (RNS)—It looks like
one of those small plastic syrup con-
tainers you’d get at a fast-food restau-
rant—tidy, neat and hermetically
sealed.

But this latest innovation in prod-
uct packaging is no dining-table give-

away. It’s Holy Communion—grape
juice and a wafer—for Protestant
churchgoers loathe to drink from a
common cup or who want to take
Communion away from their house
of worship.

Compak Corp., a seven-employee
company based in Chicago, will be-
gin selling “Remembrance” Com-
munion sets in November.

The idea for the product, named
after the words Jesus spoke at the Last

Supper, “Do this in remembrance of -

me,” came to Compak CEO Jim
Johnson, a businessman and land de-
veloper, in a vision.

“He really feels like God has asked

him to do this in hopes of creating a
product that would bring more peo-
Q See Broadman & Holman ..., page 9
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BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS |

M Negotiations to keep
ACTS, the Southern
Baptist cable TV

_ network, on the air are
“at an impasse,” network
president Jack Johnson
said Aug. 8. A special
meeting of Radio &
Television Commission
trustees set for Aug. 11
was cancelled due to a

~ breakdown in
negotiations between the
RTVC and VISN, their
partner in the channel-
sharing arrangement.

M The Alliance of

.Baptists has expressed
support for the Baptist
Peace Fellowship of
North America, an
organization recently
defunded by two other
Baptist groups in protest
of the Peace Fellowship’s
welcoming stance on
homosexuality. Alliance
directors voted
unanimously to endorse

. a statement affirming the
Peace Fellowship, which
has been defunded by
the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship and the
American Baptist
Churches.

Seminary questions could be clarified this fall

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

LOUISVILLE—After three
months to cool off from a stormy
spring semester, students are sched-
uled to return to classes at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary Aug.
28.

But the question for which no one
has an answer—not even seminary
administrators—is how many stu-
dents will show up.

Enrollment at the Lou1sv111e semi-
nary has been dropping for several
years, but even the most optimistic
seminary officials admit the student
head count is likely to drop more sig-
nificantly this fall.

The reasons cited for the decline
mostly relate to the changing direc-
tion of the seminary under its new
administration, which is steering the
school in a more conservative direc-
tion and therefore changing the pool
from which potential students are
drawn.

Pivotal events of spring and sum-
mer accelerated this change: The fir-
ing of Diana Garland as dean of the
Carver School of Church Social
Work; trustee actions to strengthen
the authority of the president and

weaken the authority of the faculty;.

introduction of a new set of criteria for
faculty hiring; 10 faculty members
taking an early retirement option; a
financial crunch that caused the sem-
inary to cut nearly $1 millicg from its
budget; and the announcement that
three of the seminary’s accrediting
agencies are planning to investigate

the school.

Neither maintaining nor increasing
enrollment has been a stated objective
of the new administration. Rather, the
focus of President Al Mohler’s lead-
ership has been on tightening organi-
zational and academic structures, as
well as changing the seminary’s iden-
tity within the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

Estimates of fall enrollment vary
widely, but the total on-campus en-
rollment is projected by various cam-

pus sources to hit somewhere be-

tween 800 and 1,200. On-campus en-
rollment last fall was 1,450.

David Dockery, vice president for
academic affairs, said he has an idea
how enrollment will come out, but it’s
premature to voice that projection.
The one thing he will say for sure:
“Enrollment will be down from last
f .’, =

Pre-registration of current stu-
dents, held last spring, was about the
same as the year before, Dockery
said. But how many of those students
actually will return remains to be
seen.

A seminary document detailing
projections of new student enroll-
ment, obtained from a source other
than Dockery’s office, estimates a 24
percent decline in new students this
fall. The only degree program project-
ed to realize an increase is the master
of d1v1mty in missions; 2 new aegree
associated with the seminary’s Billy
Graham School.

No new students will be accepted
into the Carver School of Church So-
cial Work, pending a trustee study of

the school’s future. That report should
be given at the October trustee meet-
ing.

Despite the uncertainty surround-
ing the Carver School’s future—and
an exodus of social work faculty over
the summer—a full range of courses
will be offered in the fall semester,
according to Dockery and Janet
Spressart, acting dean of the Carver
School.

Spressart and Diana Garland are
the only two remaining full-time
Carver School professors out of six on
faculty last spring. Their work will be
supplemented by visiting professors
and adjunct professors.

“We will be able to offer a full
scale of classes that are completely
staffed by capable and competent
people,” Dockery said.

Overall, the seminary will enter
the fall semester with 14 fewer facul-
ty and administrative staff on board
than last fall, Dockery said. This re-
duction in personnel expenses is the
primary way the seminary has cut the
mandated $914,000 from its budget,
Dockery and others said.

However, the faculty losses will
not create staffing problems in any
area of the seminary’s academic pro-
gram, Dockery said. “I think every-
thing is very adequately covered, both
by new people who have been added,
the use of visiiing faculty and by some
capable adjuncts from the area.”

Despite tense interactions between
faculty and the president and trustees
last spring, Dockery said he sees
promise of hope for the fall.

“I think there’s a hopefulness for a

very positive fall that exists on cam-
pus,” he said. “Even though numbers
are down, there’s a hopeful and opti-
mistic attitude that we’ll have a good
fall.”

Dockery specifically cited as
hopeful several conversations during
the summer between Mohler and the
seminary’s faculty committee.

John Hendrix, chairman of the fac-
ulty committee, confirmed his group
met twice with Mohler and arranged
two other meetings between Mohler
and portions of the faculty.

These were: “rather lengthy con-
versations,” Hendrix said. “They
were pretty direct, but not volatile by
any means.”

While the meetings perhaps
helped further the conversation, there
has been no major change of senti-
ment on the part of the faculty or the
president, he said. “The main thing I
can say about the summer is we’re
trying and he’s trying.”

Relations between the president
and faculty will come under closer
scrutiny in September or October,
when three accrediting agencies will
make a joint visit to the seminary
campus. The Association of Theolog-
ical Schools in the United States and
Canada, the Southern Association 6f
Colleges ania Schools and the Coun-
cil on Social Work Education all are
scheduled to send representatives.

Their investigation reportedly will
focus on Mohler’s firing of Garland
as Carver School dean, changes in
faculty hiring and promotion policies
and the general fallout of last spring’s
controversies.

Atlanta church limits Stanley’s leadership

ATLANTA—Charles Stanley has survived an
attempt to oust him as pastor of First Baptist Church
of Atlanta but has relinquinshed all administrative
duties for an unspecified period of time.

- A group of eight church members called for a
church conference Sunday evening, Aug. 13, to dis-
cuss whether Stanley is qualified to continue as pas-
tor of the 14,000-member church since he and his
wife are separated and she has filed for divorce.

Stanley is one of Southern Baptists’ most visible
preachers, because of his service as president of the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1984-85 and be-
cause of his international television ministry, called
“In Touch.”

He and Anna, his wife of 40 years, have been,

separated since 1992. Anna Stanley first filed for
divorce in June 1993. She later sought a legal sepa-
ration instead, but she refiled for formal divorce in
March of this year, saying attempts at reconciliation
had failed.

Stanley, 62, has remained in the pulpit despite
criticism that his family problems disqualify him as
pastor. Many church members—and Stanley him-
self~—say the Bible limits the pastorate to men with
intact first marriages.

Stanley has insisted he is still seeking “reconcil-
iation” with Anna. He told the congregation for the
first time Aug. 13 he will resign completely if the
divorce she seeks becomes final.

Although Stanley addressed the overflow crowd
at the called church conference, a letter to the con-

. gregation from Anna Stanley was not read. Jimmy
Draper, president of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board, had been asked by Stanley to moder-
ate the meeting. Draper ruled the letter was personal
in nature and should not be read. His ruling was sus-
tained by the congregation after it was challenged
from the floor.

The four-hour church conference was preceded

the day before by a four-hour deacons’ meetmg,
which Stanley and the deacons worked out a three-
part compromise.

"That compromise was approved by the congre-
gation the next night, but only after church mem-
bers debated the biblical qualifications for pastors,
particularly from I Timothy. Stanley’s supporters
argued he should not be disqualified as a pastor be-
cause of his marital problems.

Under the agreement:

i Stanley will relinquish all administrative duties
Sept. 1 and be replaced by a seven-man team ap-
pointed by the deacons.

§ A committee appointed by the deacons will
study the biblical qualifications for pastors and dea-

. cons and recommend a church policy.

§ Another committee will study the feasibility of
constituting the church’s northside satellite congre-
gation into a separate church, which apparently
would end plans for the historic downtown church
to relocate to the suburbs.

Stanley’s son, Andy, has been associate pastor
of First Baptist Church and the primary worship
leader for the northside congregation, which draws
about 3,000 people each week. Andy Stanley re-
signed that post Aug. 2, apparently due to a disagree-
ment about his father’s continuing role as pastor.

Andy Stanley told his congregation in a letter
Aug. 13 that despite his love for both his parents, “I
felt my father should step down as leader of First
Baptist of Atlanta.”

Three days prior to Andy Stanley’s resignation,
longtime First Baptist administrator Nolen Rollins
resigned. In a letter to friends, Rollins later said, “I
have become increasingly less able to give full sup-
port without compromising my personal integrity.”

Compiled from Baptist Press and Associated
Baptist Press reports

-

“I'hate to askyou to move again Mike,
but the Johnson boy got saved.”

\
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KENTUCKY

Baptist Building annex finally under construction

By Marv Knox

“Editor

The roar of heavy equipment and
the clang of steel echo across the
grounds of the Kentucky Baptist
Building in Louisville these days.

After more than two years of plan-
ning and two cost-scuttled designs, an
11,100-square-foot Baptist Building
annex is taking shape. The facility
will house the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation, Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union and the Western

Recorder. A second phase, which will

involve renovation of current WMU
and Western Recorder offices, will
create a new home for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s archives.

The KBC Executive Board ap-
proved the concept of an expanded
Baptist Building in May 1993. It cre-
ated a committee to study the feasi-
bility of building a facility to house
the four KBC entities, which occupy
the current Baptist Building with the
Executive Board staff.

A year later, the board voted to
spend up to $1.5 million to construct
the facility. It also specified that the
building be funded by cash already on
hand in designated capital-improve-
ment accounts.

“We have diligently stayed within
that $1.5 million budget,” reported
Jerry Dooley, a Louisville layman and
chairman of the board’s building
committee. _

All bids for the first plan, which
would have connected two wings of
the Baptist Building, came in over the
allocation, Dooley said.

Next, the committee and architects
proposed a free-standing building im-
mediately west of the Baptist Build-
ing. That structure would have
housed all four organizations, but it
also cost too much, he added.

Finally, the committee approved a
smaller building that will contain the
Foundation, WMU and Western Re-
corder, along with plans to renovate
Baptist Building space for the ar-
chives. That arrangement, plus all ar-
chitectural fees, site preparation, util-
ities displacement and expanded
parking, will fall within the $1.5 mil-
lion budget, Dooley said.

The Executive Board approved the
expansion because it understands the
building is needed to keep up with
KBC growth, he said.

“Expanding needs triggered it,”
Dooley said of the project. He cited
an array of current difficulties associ-
ated with too-tight quarters.

“The WMU, Western Recorder
and Foundation all have separate
boards, and they could move off-cam-
pus if we could not take care of them,”
he said. “Bill Marshall (the KBC’s
executive secretary-treasurer) ex-
pressed the desire to keep them locat-
ed near the Executive Board staff, and
the board agreed.”

The project will achieve its pur-
pose, Dooley predicted. “This build-
ing will provide each of the entities
with more space, and that space will
be better designed for the purposes for
which it will be used.”

The building also will provide an
additional benefit, in that it will en-
hance the identities of the Foundation,

WMU and Western Recorder, he
said. It will allow for more efficient
building management and cost analy-
sis, he added. And although his com-
mittee was not given long-range
tasks, Dooley said, the relocation of
the new building’s occupants will free
space for the Executive Board staff.

Dooley credited a KBC tradition
of setting aside funds for capital needs
with providing Kentucky Baptists
with the opportunity to build a major
facility debt-free. He also lauded a
previous KBC decision to purchase
the property on which the new build-
ing sits.

“We can credit wise counsel,” he

said. “Historically, Kentucky Baptists
have preserved cash that can be avail-
able for construction projects, so that
we do not have to pay financing
costs.” The system has been used to
construct Baptist Student Union cen-
ters across the state, he noted.

“It’s refreshing to be able to do a
project like this and not have any (on-
going) programs constrained,” he
said. “It’s also encouraging to be able
to provide for the convention for
many years to come.”

The building contractor, F.W.
Owens of Louisville, predicts the
building will be ready for occupancy
by late December or in January.

Mountain conference energized despite power failure

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

ONEIDA—The lights may have
been off for a time at this year’s Ken-
tucky Mountain Missions Confer-
ence, but it didn’t seem to dim the
singing, preaching and fellowship.

‘When a thunderstorm knocked out
power to the meeting site at Oneida
Baptist Church just minutes before
the Monday evening worship service
was to begin, the meeting was moved
to the nearby auditorium of Oneida
Baptist Institute.

And then, the power went out
there too.

But that didn’t faze more than 150
ministers and spouses gathered. Wor-
ship went on. “‘Amazing Grace’ nev-
er sounded better,” said Bob Jones of

Gobble leaving

ELIZABETHTOWN—Howard
Cobble, a prominent state pastor and
former president of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, has resigned as
pastor of Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown to return to
a Georgia pastorate.

Cobble has served the Elizabeth-
town church—one of the KBC’s larg-
est congregations and a perennial top-
giver to the Kentucky Cooperative
Program—for the last 14 years.

He has been a trustee of Baptist
Healthcare System and Campellsville
College and previously served as

ﬂtl:ff Kentucky Baptist Convention
staff.

The darkness didn’t unnerve the
conference preacher either. Lincoln
Bingham, pastor of St. Paul Baptist
Church in Louisville, used a penlight
to read from John 12 and preach on
“Service that Satisfies our Saviour.”
Bingham encouraged his listeners to
follow the biblical examples of Mary
the worshipper, Martha the worker
and Lazarus the witness as they seek
to be “light in the darkness” of the
world.

At the conclusion of the service,
conferees gathered on the candle-lit
patio of the Oneida Baptist Church
parsonage for food and fellowship.

This was the 47th Mountain Mis-
sions Conference, which is sponsored
by the KBC and the Southern Baptist

Severns Valley

president of the Kentucky Baptist
Pastors’ Conference. Cobble was
elected KBC president in 1987 and
preached the KBC’s convention ser-
mon in 1984.

He has served as chairman of the
Southern Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Committee and as president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary’s alumni association.

Cobble announced to his congre-
gration Aug. 9 that he has been called
as pastor of Tabernacle Baptist

- Church in Carrollton, Ga.—a church

he previously served as pastor from

Home Mission Board in cooperation
with Oneida Baptist Institute and
Oneida Baptist Church.

In addition to keynote preacher
Bingham, KBC missions and evange-
lism division director Larry Martin
led four Bible studies on the book of
Amos during the three-day event.”

Martin laced his teaching with per-
sonal experiences from nearly 20
years in home mission work in Detroit
and Boston. He challenged conferees
to learn from those stories how to
“confront social injustice and make a
difference where you live.”

He cautioned listeners that they,
like Amos, should expect some peo-
ple to be apathetic or resistant to the
message of God’s judgment and his
accompanying offer of forgiveness.

“During the tough times, your

sense of God’s call to ministry and

your commitment to servant leader-

ship will keep you going,” he said.
Also during the conference, work-

shops offered included counseling, -

led by Bob and Edie Fields of Lon-
don; deacon ministry, led by Dan
Garland of Zion Baptist Church in
Henderson; computers, led by Al
Griffin of Oneida Baptist Church; and
crafts, led by Donna Atto of Oneida
Baptist Institute.

After the Tuesday evening service,
a reception was held to honor KBC
direct missions director Bob Jones
and his wife, Maxine. Jones, who at-
tended his first Mountain Missions
Conference in 1958 and who served
as mountain missions director from
1968 to 1975, will retire at the end of
1995.

Church for Georgia pastorate

1967 to 1974.

Cobble moved to Severns Valley
in 1981 from Atlanta. He previously
served in Birmingham, Ala., and
Hopewell Baptist Church in Harrods-
burg. :

Cobble is a graduate of Carson-
Newman College and holds both
master’s and doctoral degrees from
Southern Seminary.

During his tenure, Severns Valley
has grown from 1,881 to 2,965 in
Sunday school enrollment, and aver-
age Sunday school attendance has
grown from 869 to 1,024. Worship

attendance has increased to 1,200.

In addition to launching a variety
of new ministries at the church, Cob-
ble led the Elizabethtown congrega-
tion to start three mission churches lo-
cally and two mission churches in
Ohio. Most recently the church has
helped launch Northside Baptist Mis-
sion in Elizabethtown, which soon
will constitute as a church.

Cobble’s last Sunday at Severns
Valley will be Aug. 27. The church
will honor the Cobbles with a recep-
tion from 4 to 6:15 that afternoon, fol-
lowed by a program of music.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION A
new building to house two
agencies and one auxiliary
of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention is iaking shape
on a lot adjacent to the
Baptist Building in Louis-
ville. The new building will
become home to the Ken-

_tucky Baptist Founaation,

Kentucky Woman'’s Mis-
sionary Union and the
Western Recorder early
next year. An expanded
space will be created in the
existing Baptist Building for
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention archives. The view
shown here is looking from
the rear of the new build-
ing, toward Shelbyville
Road. The existing Baptist
Building is outside the pic-
ture, to the left.

+

Howard Cobble

WESTERN RECORDER M AUGUST 15, 1995

R R e D



WESTERN RECORDER

P.0. Box 43969
Louisville, Ky. 40253

(ISSN 0043-4132)

MARV KNOX
Editor

MARK WINGFIELD
News Director

- MAURI SMITH
Marketing & Business
Manager

C. R. DALEY
Editor Emeritus

Earnestly contend for the
faith which was once for
all delivered to the
saints.—Jude 3

Western Recorder is
published weekly by Western
Recorder Inc., an agency of
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except
for one week in July and
December. For general
information, call (502) 244-
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474.
Second class postage paid at
Louisville, Ky.

To subseribe: Send $10.60
for a one-year, individual
subscription. Group
subscriptions on the church
budget plan are $8.50 per
year. An additional church
newsletter service is available
for churches of all sizes. All
subscriptions are payable in

advance, except church _|

accounts, which require a tax
exemption number.

Toregister change of address:
Send the mailing label from
page 1, along with your new
address, to the subscription
department at the Western
Recorder address.

To give news tips: Call (502)
244-6472, fax to (502) 244-
6474 or write the editor or
news director.

To submit a letter: Letters on
any subject will be considered
for publication, provided they
do not make a personal attack
on anyone. Letters are limited
to 250 words and may be
edited for length.

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available upon
request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns on
an inside page are paid space.
Claimsmade by advertisers
are not necessarily those of
the Western Recorder’s staff
and directors.

Directors: Don Mantooth,
Morehead, chairman; Tom
Curry, Louisville, vice

- chairman; Jim Abernathy,
Covington, secretary; Mark
Boes, Cecilia; Rusty Ellison,
Louisville; Frank Hatfield,
Shepherdsville; Sherry
Hignite, London; June B. Rice,
Paintsville; John Searcy,
Franklin; William Thurman,
Lexington; James Weaver,
Madisonville; Kenneth Wells,
Somerset.

—_OPINION

%0 _thé spirit that contributes to the divi-

Bitter fruits

“Rosenberger decision under-
mines religious liberty” (WR, July 4)
made me think. It causes one to ask:
What kind of nation do we want? Do
we want one whose places of higher
education fund every idea, except that
of Christianity, while seeking to cur-
tail the expression of a church’s faith
as it speaks on moral issues?

Your editorial caused me to think
if “conventional wisdom” is very
wise. In referring to the Establishment
Clause, it is inter-
esting to note two
things: First, the
Constitution ex-
pressly forbids Congress from re-
specting an establishment of religion.
Nothing in the Constitution or the
writings of our founding fathers ever
thought that our government should
be exempt from God. Second, it is in-
teresting that you either put Wide
Awake Productions on the same level
as a church, or Christianity as a reli-
gion.

If we regard Christianity as a reli-
gion that cannot be allowed to be es-
tablished in our colleges and univer-
sities, then we have a real problem. If
we accept Webster’s definition of re-
ligion as “any specific of conscien-
tious pursuit,” then anything that is
taught is religion. Then secularism is

a religion that is established by the-

government. This, then, is a direct vi-
olation of the First Amendment.

It does make one think that when

we complain about the violence

~around us, the religion our govern-

_ment has established may well be

bringing its bitter fruits for us to eat

while we decry the thought of letting
God’s word bear on our situation.

Eddie Reynolds

Shepherdsville

Divisive spirit
William Hagan’s letter, “False
doctrine” (WR, July 25), portrayed

BAPTIST FORUM

sion of our convention. Don’t be so
quick to tell your brother his view is
false doctrine.

Election and predestination are
neither man-made nor false doctrine.
These teachings do not conflict with
John 3:16, nor do they discourage
missions. John 3:16 says “whosoev-
er” believes. However, Jesus said,
“No one can come to me unless the
Father draws him” (John 6:65). Why
would God draw one whom he knew
was not going to respond?

People who are
spiritually  dead
can’t  respond.
They must be
quickened. Romans 11:29 tells us
God doesn’t change. his mind about
those he chooses. God’s moving will
prevail. So if God chooses to extend
his call to a sinner, that sinner will re-
spond.

Acts 13:48 says, “As many as
were appointed (ordained) to eternal
life believed.” Salvation is of the
Lord. Jesus says in John 6:37, “All
that the Father gives me will come to
me.” Also, in John 17:6, Jesus says
that we belonged to God before God
gave us to him. What about that?

Mr. Hagan indicated those who
don’t preach what he does are false
teachers and have no place in the
Southern Baptist Convention. Isn’t
that the spirit that has hurt our great
denomination? We Baptists have al-
ways worked with differences.

John P. Weaver
Ashland

6 ’
Equal’ terms
My July 25 Western Recorder and
July 19 Illinois Baptist came in the

same mail, both containing much .

valuable information.

Illinois Baptist readers learned
June Cooperative Program gifts rose
16.84 percent over 1994, and that
year-to-date CP totals are up more
than 2.5 percent over 1994. This is

part of a sustained growth in CP mis-
sions.

The Recorder, not mentioning
SBC-wide increases, did report:
“Contributions to the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship rose 9 percent in
the first half of this fiscal year.”

The 1994 KBC Annual indicates
our state convention, through “Coop-
erative Program/other” monies, gave
$284,147 to operate our state paper.
No income is reported from the CBF,
nor do we know of CBF ownership
or control of our paper.

With subscriptions, over half of
the money for our paper comes from
Southern Baptist churches giving to
world missions through the growing
Cooperative Program. The balance is
from advertisements, investments,
etc. Yet, I am told, “When it comes to
national budget reports, we treat the
SBC and the CBF on equal terms.”
Why?

Since 1982, part of my income has
been Cooperative Program monies
distributed by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention. It would be the height of
ingratitude for me to give equal treat-
ment to other mission programs
which do not pay my salary. News
reporting is one thing; promotion is
another Our cooperative giving has
risen significantly since 1982. It is still
true: “You increase what you empha-
size.”

R. Charles Blair
Clinton

Please note that there are at least
two men named Ken Walker living in
Louisville who have connections to
local Baptist churches and to South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary.
The opinions expressed by the Ken
Walker who writes for the Western
Recorder and other Baptist publica-
tions are not necessarily the opinions
held by Ken (Kenneth R.) Walker.

(Ken) Kenneth R. Walker
Louisville

It happened at church

Memory escapes me as to where
and when I heard a speaker declare:
“Christian work is a happy choice.
The pay often is low, but the retire-
ment benefits are ‘out of this world.””

I personally believe that whole-
some Christian people have greater
joys in this life than any -
other category of human
beings. For one thing, spir-
itual joys are more lasting
and bring deeper satisfac-
tion. We’ve had hardships
too, but character grows
most in difficult times, and
that is satisfying.

I’m thinking now of the
lighter times of laughter
and wholesome fun that
church life affords. It is
surprising how many
downright funny things happen in and
around the church and its various re-
lated fellowship occasions.

Ministers are often endowed with
a keen sense of humor. What assem-
bly could equal the gathering of old
friends at meals and other break times
during denominational committee
and board meetings? Talk about sto-
ries and experiences to tell about—
nearly everyone has a new one, a re-
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ON MISSION
TOGETHER

Franklin Owen

cent experience or observation; many
serious, but some hilarious.

I started my brief series of columns
under the label, “It happened at
church.” Though the following inci-
dent did not occur .in the church
house, it was directly connected with
a church auxiliary meeting during my
one-year tenure as pastor’s assistant at
Southside Baptist Church
in Birmingham, Ala., be-
tween seminary gradua-
tion and army chaplain
service in Europe in World
War I

The Sunday school su-
perintendent’s  cabinet
(general officers and 14
department superinten-
dents) was meeting at the
home of Mrs. T.H.
Johnston on the corner of
19th Street and 11th Ave-
nue South (as memory serves me). It
was the Christmas season, and Miss
Virginia Tullis, a noble nurse and su-
perintendent of the Primary C depart-
ment (eight-year olds) had undertak-
en to do a bit of Christmas shopping
after her day’s work at Hillman Hos-
pital. This caused her to come into our

meeting a little late. She seemed quite

amused about something, and we
pressed her to tell us what was funny.

(As we children used to say, “Her
‘tickle box’ was turned over.”)

Il relate her story of 53 years ago
exactly as I remember it: The elevator
was crowded with jostling Christmas
shoppers, their arms full of bundles
and boxes. A lady whirled suddenly
toward a male passenger to her right
and slightly behind her and began
beating him over the head with a long
package and berating him verbally.
The car stopped at the next floor, and
the man ran out with the lady right
behind him continuing to swing her
package and scold him. The elevator

car door closed, and as the car pro-

ceeded on its way a small child back
in the corner holding her mother’s
hand said, “Mama, that lady was
mashin’ me, and I pinched her.”

It was a case of overwhelming cir-
cumstantial evidence, yet a perfectly
innocent man. I’ve often thought
about him. He knew that he was inno-
cent, but didn’t know what he was in-
nocent of. He knew that he didn’t do
it, but I doubt if he ever learned what
it was that he did not do.

Franklin Owen is the retired executive
secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention. He also is pastor of Lo-
cus Grove Baptist Church in Bracken As-
sociation
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Suit lays siege to charities; you can help them

A billion-dollar battle is about to begin in the federal courts. Its out-
come could determine the fate of religious and other charitable organiza—
tions nationwide.

Dorothy Ozee, the grand-niece of a woman who donated her estate to
a Lutheran foundation, has filed a suit challenging the right of charities
to issue gift annuities. A gift annuity allows a donor to give money to a
charity and receive income in return, usually at a reduced tax rate, until
death. After death, the funds belong to the charity. Gift annuities were
developed more than 150 years ago by the American Bible Society.

The suit alleges gift annuities are commercial transactions and should
be regulated by banking and insurance laws. It claims the distribution of
actuarial tables by the American Council on Gift Annuities, which are
used to determine payments to donors, is price-fixing and violates anti-
trust laws. It charges that commingling multiple charities’ funds in a
common investment pool violates securities laws. And it asks the defen-
dants to pay damages equal to three times the amount of money involved.

In addition, Ozee’s attorneys have upped the ante by asking the court
to declare the suit a class action, which would include thousands of
churches, hospitals and universities across the nation. They specifically
have asked that the Baptist Foundation of Texas and the Southern Bap-
tist Convention be named as defendants in the case.

Opponents claim greed fuels the suit. Ozee is the donor’s disgruntled
distant relative who desires a larger share of the 90-year-old woman’s
estate, they noted. And the attorney who filed for the class action boasts
the case is a “billion-dollar lawsuit,” from which he stands to receive
lucrative contingency fees.

In contrast, the suit could damage religious and other charitable orga-

nizations seriously. “Every charity in the country is in jeopardy because
of the implications of this lawsuit,” said Tal Roberts, chair of the Amer-
ican Council on Gift Annuities. “This could cripple charities precisely at
the time when the federal government is looking to charities to take on
more of our needs.”

Fortunately, lawmakers have joined the battle on the side of the char-
ities. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Texas) and Sen. Christopher Dodd
(D-Conn.) have introduced the Charigable Giving Protection Act of 1995
in the Senate. A companion bill is to be introduced in the House.

Lawmakers see a clear need for rushing to the defense of the nation’s
charities. “Every dollar lost is a child unvaccinated, a baby unfed, a sick
person with no medical care, a Boy Scout troop that will cease to exist, a
house for a poor family that will not be built and a scholarship that will
not be granted,” Hutchison reported.

~ The bill responds to the attacks Ozee’s suit makes on glft annumes,
ensuring their legality and securing their implementation. Nevertheless,
it does not free them from appropriate safeguards. “My bill does not
exempt charities from liability for fraud,” Hutchison said.

The bill would support longstanding practices of charities, such as the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, enabling them to help faithful Baptists
provide for their own security in their senior years and also contribute to
the cause of Christ far into the future. :

Senate support for the bill is needed desperately. You can let Ken-
tucky Sens. Wendell Ford and Mitch McConnell know how you feel by
writing to them at the Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510-1701.

Marv Knox

A mother’s love for her son shapes view of war in Bosnia

learned to hold a baseball bat. He is

«Itis a simple family dinner. Every-
one is laughing and teasing, discuss-
ing the day’s events and making plans
for the evening.

. Everything is routine except for
* the sadness that overwhelms me as I
look at my 12-year-old son. He looks
no different today

still a child, just like the boys his age
who live in Bosnia.

But if my son lived there, I would
be begging for his life. His crime
would be that he was born in the
wrong place at the wrong time, that
he had spent his

than he did yester- childhood in a
day. His hair is tou- GUEST EDITORIAL country  where
sled and sun- adults couldn’t live

streaked, his cheeks smooth and
tanned. He is still a little boy to me.
But today as I look at him I realize
that if I lived in Bosnia, in a so-called
“safe haven,” my son would have
been taken from me. He would have
been considered a potential enemy to
the invading forces, a possible soldier
in the war that has ripped the region.
I look at his spindly arms and
know that he probably couldn’t hold
a gun if he tried. Just the other day, he

together in peace.

This child has a gentle spirit. His
teacher last year praised him as a
“peacemaker,” someone who could
bring the other boys together. I love
that about him. But it wouldn’t make

a difference if the Serb forces came to

claim him. They would care only
about his age and the implied threat
of his gender.

I keep thinking about the mothers
who held their sons for one last time,

and tears form in my eyes right in the
middle of dinner. I am overwhelmed
by the sense of loss and the guilt that I
am doing nothing to help those other
mothers who love their sons as much
as I love mine.

Chase looks over at me and sees
my tears. “What’s wrong, Mom?” he
asks.

I struggle for words to explain my
emotions. “I keep thinking that if we
lived in Bosnia, they would take you

_ away from me,” I say.

“Why aren’t we helping those peo-
ple?” he asks me, surprising me with
his understanding of the situation.

My husband breaks in to explain.
“If we got involved in their war,
American soldiers would be kill
he says.

It sounds lame at first, an excuse
for avoiding a messy conflict. I have
heard the same explanation from pol-

iticians and sIIateglsts and I always
wonder why they can’t find a way to
stop the insanity.

But then I look at my son again
and realize that in a few more years,
he could be an American soldier. I
wouldn’t want him to go to war then
any more than I can fathom giving
him over to the enemy now. I am a
mother who loves her children more
than she loves ideals.

I realize then that these dinner-ta-
ble tears are not just of sorrow. They
are also tears of shame at my own
selfishness and frustration over a situ-
ation that I am not willing to help
solve.

I hug my son tight, thanking God
that I am not a mother in Bosnia who
is crying out for help.

Dale Hanson Bourke, publisher
Religion News Service
New York

Contact Sens.
Wendell Ford and
Mitch McConnell
and ask them to
support the
Charitable Giving
Protection Act of
1995. The fate of
charitable
organizations
depends upon it.
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“Al Mohler has the
- brains of Erasmus
and the courage

of Luther.”
Paige Patterson

Patterson calls Kentucky one of SBC’s ‘weak’ states

By Mark Wingfield
News Director

Kentucky is one of four “weak”
states that has not come into line with
the Southern Baptist Convention’s
new conservative leadership, accord-
ing to Paige Patterson, an architect of
the SBC’s conservative movement
who now is president of Southeasteﬂf
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Patterson spoke about Kentucky in
an interview published in the July is-
sue of “Texas Baptist,” a newspaper
edited by Texas Baptist conservative
leader Walter Carpenter. Carpenter
also is a trustee of the SBC Home
Mission Board.

Baptists in states such as Oklaho-

' ma, Arkansas, Indiana, Ohio, Florida

and Georgia “realize better than most
that their future is with the Foreign
Mission Board, the Home Mission
Board and the seminaries over and
above what is going on in each partic-
ular state,” Patterson said.

However, he named four states

which continue to defy this superior
alignment with the SBC’s new direc-
tion: Kentucky, Texas, North Caroli-
na and Virginia.

Kentucky’s situation ought to be
helped, Patterson said, by the pres-
ence of Al Mohler as president of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. Patterson said Mohler’s pres-
ence “will mean that they recover
their evangelical emphasis” in Ken-
tucky.

State conventions like the four he
named—conventions he labeled as
“not in harmony with the SBC”—are

“primarily agmg state conventions,”
Patterson said. “Frankly, I think that
time is on the side of the SBC.”

The colleges and universities of
these “aging” conventions “are mov-
ing further out of their orbits and are
less and less involved with the things
that the churches are mterested in,” he
said.

In states such as Kentucky, Texas,
North Carolina and Virginia, the Bap-
tist churches that are growing and in-

fluential “are not involved with the
state convention, and they are com-
mitted to what’s going on in the
Southern Baptist Convention,” Patter-
son said.

- These state conventions face a sit-
uation they have “no opportunity of
winning,” he added. “Eventually they
will have to decide whether they are
going to decline perceptively or
whether they want to be a part of the
overall program and grow.’

Elsewhere in the question-and-an-
swer interview, Patterson declared
that “the worst of the problems” at
Southern Seminary are over. “Al
Mohler has the brains of Erasmus and
the courage of Luther,” he said.

Patterson commended the semi-
nary’s trustees for empowering
Mohler and standing behind him de-
spite controversy. “Southern Semi-
nary has an evangelical future now,
and it will be a very happy and influ-
ential future.”

In posing a question to Patterson,
Carpenter noted from his work on the

HMB trustee’s personnel committee
that any applicant for home missions
service who is found to have partici-
pated in protests against Mohler at
Southern will not be considered. “We
agree with Mobhler that students are
there only to learn, not to participate
in management or politics,” Carpen-
ter said.

Among Patterson’s other observa-
tions in the four-page interview:

I Conservatives in Texas “could
learn something from the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship,” he said. “In Tex-
as I would have a very strong conser-
vative fellowship. I probably would
not start a separate state convention at
this time because time is on your
side.”

I Southeastern Seminary’s influ-
ence in the past is the reason more
than 80 percent of Baptist churches on
the East coast are plateaued or declin-
ing, Patterson said. Under previous
administrations the seminary became
“a cause of the crippling of the
churches.”

Missionaries kidnapped; missionary pilot rescues them

Continued from page 1

You’re going to have to show me,
related Cannata, son of retired FMB
missionaries to Africa Sam and Gin-
ny Cannata.

A narrow dirt frack had made an
impression on him when he first came
into the area, he said. After flying the
length of one of the roads missionary
colleagues had agreed to search, he
doubled back. African guides sug-
gested the pilot go another way, but
Cannata said, “I saw this road, and I
want to go down it.”

“I want God to get the glory,” Can-
nata said. “He literally kept the lions
away, and he helped us find (the ab-

999

ductees) in good time.”

The carjacking occurred while the
Harringtons and Morelands were en
route to Iringa from Dar es Salaam.
Moreland, a pilot, was planning to fly
the Harringtons home to Kigoma,
about 250 miles to the northeast. Har-

rington directs the Baptist hospital at

Kigoma. Joanna Giddens was going
home with Christine Harrington for a
visit.

After being reunited with his fam-
ily and hearing their story, Harrington
explained to colleagues that the ab-
ductees had been certain they were
going to be killed.

“The thieves said in Swahlh to

Home missionaries face increasing violence
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each other, ‘Should we shoot them
one at a time or shoot them all togeth-
er?’” Harrington said. “Then they
asked my wife to stand up. She was
sure they were going to shoot them.”

After capturing the missionaries
and driving down a dirt road, the ban-
dits began frisking their captives.
Mrs. Harrington hid a locket—which
her husband had given her for their
10th anniversary—hanging on a gold
chain from her mother.

“They felt it in her bra, and they
asked what that was. She said it was
just her bra, and they accepted that
and went on,” Harrington said.

She also slipped off her diamond

engagement ring and wedding band
and stashed them in her pocket.
“Since the outfit was loose, the cap-
tors missed them,” her husband said.

Moreland, 51, a missionary pilot,
was bloodied in the face by several
jabs with a gun butt.

“He wouldn’t get down or
couldn’t get down as quickly as they
wanted,” Harrington said. “Even as
thieves, at least they had some con-
sideration for women more than the
men. I think they just wanted to show
(them) they meant business, using
David as their target.”

He said the bandits asked More-
land, “Are you a padre?” their way of
asking if he was a priest.

“He said, ‘Yes, I am. I’'m a mis-
sionary,”” Harrington said. “Instead
of shooting right then, they had a con-
ference. After the conference, they
came back with this powder that
they’d mixed up in a slurry—this or-
ange powder, which apparently was
the contents of capsules, or they’d
crushed up some pills.

“They mixed it with water, in front
of them. They gave my wife a glass
and they told her to drink it. She
thought it was poison, and so she said
no. And they said, “You’d better drink
it.” The other missionaries told her to
go ahead and drink it. And then the
others went ahead and drank theirs.

“Fortunately, the thieves had some
knowledge of medicine, somehow,
because they adjusted the dose for the
size of the person.”

The bandits ordered the mission-
aries to lie down on some fabric the
Harringtons had bought to recover a-
chair. After the thieves became con-
vinced the victims were sedated, they
drove back to the main road. .

As the drug began working, Mrs.
Harrington’s nursing training kicked
in.

“As soon as the thieves went
away, she encouraged everyone to put
their fingers down their throat and
make themselves vomit,” her hus-
band said. “But a sedative reduces
your gag reflexes.”



Clinton calls for family values of work & commitment

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (ABP)—A
scripture-spouting President Bill
Clinton called Americans to embrace
the “family values” of hard work and
commitment to others at a Baptist
meeting Aug. 9.

Clinton addressed a. historic joint
session of the predominantly African-
American Progressive National Bap-
tist Convention and the mostly white
Alliance of Baptists in Charlotte, N.C.

The president called on Americans
to repudiate the politics of polariza-
tion. He called the joint meeting of
black and white Baptists “a good ex-
ample” for the nation.

“I believe as strongly as I can say
we have to find common ground in-
stead of trying to tear each other
apart,” Clinton said.

“Whether we like it or not, we are
all in this together,” Clinton said.
“Whether we like it or not, we are an
American family and we behave like
a good family or a bad family or a lit-
tle bit of both, but we are a family.
We have got to get together.”

The president decried partisan
rhetoric that criticizes policies from
the sidelines but does not solve social
problems.

“We can stand some good preach-

ing, but we’ve got to be Good Samar-
itans too,” Clinton said, referring to
the gospel story in Luke. “It also
means that when we look at our
neighbor and see that sty in his or her
eye, we’ve got to make sure the
beam’s out of ours,” he added.

“There’s been a lot of talk for 15
or 20 years about family values,”
Clinton said. That discussion is often
limited to concerns like violence and
sex in the media, while ignoring other
social and economic issues that also
are important to building strong fam-
ilies, he observed.

“Isn’t raising a family fundamen-
tally about the obligations we owe to
other people in the family?” Clinton
said. “Isn’t it fundamentally about the
responsibility we have to fulfill those
obligations and then to behave in such
a way that we can make the most of
our lives?”

Clinton said it is wrong to expect
the government to solve America’s
problems, but it is just as wrong to
destroy programs that help people in
the name of personal responsibility.

“The point I am trying to make is
all these problems we face as an
American family or in our individual
families, they have a moral aspect
which needs some preaching and be-
having, and they have a communal
aspect which may need a little help

from Samaritans.”

Clinton pointed to the problem of
teen pregnancy as an example.

“People obviously have to make a
decision not to do that,” he said.
“That’s a matter of personal ethics
and discipline and values. And we’re
just kidding ourselves if we just pre-
tend that there’s some picture-pretty
social program that will solve this.

“On the other hand, when people
do want to behave, they’re entitled to
a little help from their friends. If a
young girl has a child and wants to
get off welfare and wants to go to
school or go to work, then there has
to be some child care.

The president outlined a list of
“family values” he said government
can help promote for the nation:

0 Debt reduction. “If you were run-
ning a family right, you wouldn’t sad-
dle your kids with unnecessary debt,”
Clinton said. But the young and the
aged should not be forced to bear the
brunt of reducing the nation’s debt, he
added.

I Child care. “If you’re running a
family right you’d first and foremost
try to take care of your children,”
Clinton said. “We don’t have to cut
Head Start or college loans and make
it more expensive to educate the chil-
dren to balance the budget. We can
do them both.”

1 Elder care. “The third thing that
you want your family to do is to take
care of your parents,” he said. “We
don’t have to balance the budget by
exploding the cost of Medicare to or-
dinary people.”

§ Working families. “If people
leave welfare and they show up for
work every day and they’ve got kids
in the house, what kind of message
does it send to them if they’re in pov-
erty? It’s not the right message ... . We
don’t believe people who work 40
hours a week and have kids should be
in poverty.”

Clinton also used the Baptist plat-
form to address the issue of tobacco
use among teenagers.

“Tobacco is very important to the
economy of this fine state. ... There
are a lot of wonderful people in this
country who make a living as tobacco
farmers,” he noted. “That’s important
to understand.

“But we cannot pretend we are ig-
noring the evidence,” he continued.
“If you wanted to do something to re-
duce the cost of health care, help over
the long run to balance the budget and

increase the health care of America,

having no teenagers smoke would be
the cheapest, easiest, quickest thing
you could ever do to change the
whole dynamic of health care in
America.”

Poll: ‘Born-again’ voters lean toward Dole but uncertain

GLENDALE, Calif—Among Re-
publican candidates for president,
Bob Dole currently has the greatest
support among conservative Chris-
tians, but that might not be enough to
help him defeat Bill Clinton, the
Democratic incumbent, according to
pollster George Barna.

The Barna Research Group polled
a representative national sample of
American voters in July, asking who
would “make the best president” if the
election were held today.

The results show Clinton could
win in a landslide against either Phil
Gramm or Pete Wilson as his Repub-
lican opponent. A race between Clin-
ton and Dole would be neck-and-
neck, the poll found.

However, a significant number of
voters, 38 percent, said they don’t
know who would make the best pres-
ident if the election were held today.

By a 2-to-1 margin, Dole current-

ly would garner the greatest support
among “born-again” Christians, the
poll found.

But that doesn’t mean all “born-
again” Christians should be cast as
conservative Republicans, warned
Barna. “While journalists and media
professionals often describe born-
again Christians as conservative, Re-
publican and a solid voting bloc, it
appears that all three of these descrip-
tions are an inaccurate portrait.

“By a huge margin, born-again
Christians are more likely to be con-
servative than to be liberal in their
political and social views,” he ex-
plained. “However, Christians are
more likely to be middle-of-the-road
in their views than to hold conserva-
tive views.”

The terms “born-again” and “Re-
publican” should not be used inter-
changeably, Barna said. Among vot-
ers classified as “born-again,” more

people identify themselves as Repub-
licans than as Democrats. But both
parties claim a significant portion of
the “born-again” population, and nei-
ther has a clear majoritg'.

Forty-one percent of “born-again”
adults identify themselves as Repub-
licans, while 32 percent identify
themselves as Democrats and 18 per-
cent as independents.

Further, only one out of every four
“born-again” voters is a conservative
Republican, Barna said. “The born-
again population is substantially di-
vided in character.”

In addition to the 25 percent of this
group classified as conservative Re-
publicans, 20 percent are moderate
Republicans, 13 percent are conserva-
tive Democrats, 17 percent are mod-
erate Democrats, 11 percent are mod-
erate independents, 8 percent are con-
servative independents and 6 percent
are either liberals of any party affilia-

tion or registered under another party.

“Born-again Christians come in all
political shapes and sizes,” Barna
said. “Over the past decade, we have
seen a fragmentation of the segment.
Where Ronald Reagan unified the
Christian body to a large extent,
George Bush was not a strong enough

- leader or spiritual presence to main-
tain that unity.

“The last three years have brought
about a sharpened division within the
born-again community on political is-
sues,” he continued. “What we have
today are three very distinct niches:
the conservative Republicans, the
moderate Democrats and unpredict-
able independents, who vote on the
basis of a handful of issues rather than
in response to party loyalties or rela-
tionships.”

Barna concluded: “There is not a
single Christian coalition, but several
that are forming today.” #

CLC and others concerned about Beijing women’s conference

WASHINGTON—The upcoming
United Nations women’s conference
in Beijing, China, continues to be pro-
tested by conservative politicians and
religious groups.

At a July 27 news conference,
members of Congress and of the In-
ternational Coalition in Defense of
Womanhood criticized what they
called an anti-family effort strongly
pushed by the United States delega-
tion to the conference. They also de-
nounced holding the meeting in Chi-
na, citing the communist country’s
flawed human rights record and its
coercive abortion and sterilization
policies. ;

The Southern Baptist Christian
Life Commission is a member of the

coalition which held the news confer-
ence. - .

The U.N. Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women is scheduled for
Sept. 14-15 in Beijing.

The conference’s agenda is a “sell-
.out to radical feminists,” said Rep.

Andrea Seastrand, R.-Calif. The 121-
page draft document for the confer-
ence “lurches well beyond political
correctness,” she charged.

Coalition members charged the
conference’s draft document attempts
to redefine the family and the sexes
by refusing to describe gender as male
and female. This has led some to
charge that the writers want to include
homosexuals and transsexuals under

_ the definition of gender.

In a written statement, the Chris-
tian Life Commission urged Congress
to pass legislation already introduced
which would prevent participation by
the White House’s delegation unless
dissident Harry Wu is released by
China and the Chinese government
assures freedom of speech, assembly
and press for all participants.

The CLC plans to send two repre-
sentatives to the meeting, including
CLC board member Nancy Schaefer
of Atlanta.

The CLC will “send representa-
tives to Beijing to fight our govern-
ment because it wants to stand against
the values that our nation stands for
and that our people stand for,” said
James Smith, the CLC’s director of

government relations.

Meanwhile, one U.S. delegate to
the conference has attempted to blunt
the criticism of this coalition and oth-
er opponents of the Beijing confer-
ence.

“We were stunned when we
learned people were saying we were
re-defining gender,” said Marjorie
Margolies-Mezvinsky, one of the se-
nior U.S. delegates.

“We are participating in this con-
ference because we all have a stake in
how women are treated around the
world,” said Margolies-Mezvinsky, a
former member of Congress from
Pennsylvania.

Compiled from Baptist Press and Re-
ligion News Service reports
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CLC files
brief on
homosexual case

WASHINGTON
(BP)—The Southern
Baptist Christian Life
Commission has joined
in a brief asking the U.S.
Supreme Court to
uphold a controversial
Colorado initiative
prohibiting special rights
for homosexuals.

The case, Romer vs.
Evans, is expected to be
one of the most closely
watched in the high
court’s next term, which
begins in October.

In February, the
justices granted a review
of a Colorado Supreme
Court opinion. That state
court ruled on a 6-1 vote
that Colorado’s
Amendment 2 was
unconstitutional.
Amendment 2 was a
1992 initiative
prohibiting cities and
towns from passing laws
that grant special civil
rights protections to
homosexuals as a class.

The friend-of-the-
court brief signed onto
by the CLC and written
by the Christian Legal
Society argues
Amendment 2 would
protect religious
freedom in a way
religious exemptions
would not.

The Colorado court
said such exemptions
would provide adequate
protection for religious
organizations, who fear
they would bé forced to
hire homosexuals
against their religious
convictions.

“There is a veritable
explosion of instances
where either individuals
of faith or religious
organizations are being
forced to comply with
gay-rights ordinances
and other non-
discrimination
regulations where sexual
orientation describes a
protected class,” the
brief says. “Amendment
2 holds considerable
promise as a barrier to
these restrictions on
religious exercise and

‘interventions into the

internal operations of
religious organizations.”
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“Focused attention
is spending time
with the child in
such a way that
the child, at that

moment, feels he
is the most
important person in
the world to the

parent.”
Ross Campbell

*

Counselor: Show kids love the right way

Continued from page 1

books “How to Really Love Your
Child” and “How to Really Love
Your Teenager.”

He listed four behaviors through
which parents can communicate love
to their children—eye contact, physi-
cal contact, focused attention and dis-
cipline.

“Most eye contact with children is
negative—giving instructions or rep-
rimands,” Campbell said. “It is very
easy in today’s society to allow dis-
tractions to keep us from giving lov-
ing eye contact.”

However, he noted, “one of the
great things about eye contact is you
can do it even at a distance.”

The importance of physical con-
tact often is recognized by parents
when their children are young. They
make the mistake of thinking it is less
important as the child grows older,
when actually it becomes more im-
portant, Campbell said.

“Boys will accept physical contact
as much as girls up to about age 7,”
he said. “Parents then make the mis-
take of thinking they don’t need it.
Girls go right along appreciating
physical contact.

“About the only way you can keep
the emotional tank of a teenager filled
is with physical contact,” he said. This

may include a touch on the shoulder,
tousling the hair, “whatever is natu-
ral. If you haven’t established physi-
cal contact as a means of communi-
cation, it can be difficult.”

While eye contact and physical
contact take little concentration, “fo-
cused attention takes sacrifice,”
Campbell said.

“Focused attention is spending
time with the child in such a way that
the child, at that moment, feels he is
the most important person in the
world to the parent,” he said.

Again, he warned, too many par-
ents feel teens need less of their atten-
tion when they actually need more.
This is especially true in what he
termed the “grunt stage,” when teens
respond to virtually any parental
question with a grunt or one-word
answer.

“The grunt stage is a strong de-
fense system,” Campbell said. “Bom-
barding them with questions is one of
the worst ways to try and open them
up when they don’t want to talk.”

Instead, he suggested, find ways to
be together in a non-threatening envi-
ronment. For example, he said he
used to take his teenagers out to eat
where they had to wait in line. In the
process of waiting, without the pres-
sure to talk, defenses came down.

Whe

Kentucky Farm Bureau
Federation’s Annual
Gospel Quartet Contest

Thursday, August 24
9:00 a.m.
FREE
The South Wing Conference
Center (room 104) will be filled

with the heavenly sounds of
gospel quarteis from around
Kentucky, competing for a

plogue and $250.
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Shines Bright!

A D iteomes
Monday, August 21

Petra and White Heart
8:00 p.m. - Cordinal Stadium - FREE

Kentucky State Fair Gate Admission

Adulis - $5.00
Children 12 & under and Senior Cifizens - $1.00
@ Coca-Cola Carload Days - $6.00

(weekdays before 12 noon)

Parking - $2.00 any time

The FUN 62 Prightin e Asgt 1720

State Fair,
I|e

Gate Admission Required for all Events

s

Parents should think of discipline
more as training than as punishment,
Campbell said. “Punishment is a form
of discipline, but it is the most nega-
tive.”

To discipline a child effectively, a
parent must understand how God
loves, how adults love and how chil-
dren love, he noted. “Only God can
truly love unconditionally. The best
we adults can do is reciprocating love.
This is far above the way a child can
love

“Children have no concept that we
need their love. They are only aware
they need love themselves,” he con-
tinued.

“When a child’s emotional tank is
filled, he doesn’t have a compulsion
to misbehave. The No. 1 reason a
young child misbehaves is not feeling
loved.

“Once we understand how a
young child loves, we can understand
how to discipline the child. Discipline
has to be logical and rational,” Camp-
bell said.

He noted most Christian parents
are doing a better job with their chil-
dren than they think.

“As long as the child really knows
he is loved, there is room for parents
to make mistakes,” he said.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Absolutely the greatest career
opportunity today! Clergy tax and
financial planning. Exclusive
territories. Complete details. Call
(800) 800-5890, ext. 3119, 24 hours.

September is Food
Round-Up month for
the boys and girls of
Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children.
Your gifts of canned
goods and other non-
perishable food items -
can help supply our
campuses for the
coming year!

FPSP

NEEDED ITEMS INCLUDE:

Canned fruit, pie filling, fruit juice, vegetable or corn oil, salad dressing, mayonnaise,
ketchup, mustard, cereal, syrup, jam, jelly, pickles, spices and seasonings, soup, spaghetti
sauce, dried pasta, tuna, drink mix, cake and brownie mix, frosting, sugar, casserole mix,
foil and plastic wrap. Also, personal care items such as soap, shampoo and toothpaste.*
*Health regulations prohibit us from receiving home-c d foods or dented cans.
Please pack in sturdy boxes.

CALL 1-800-456-1386 o\l
FOR MORE INFORMATION  KBHC

WYLV VY
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Broadman & Holman selling Communion-to-g e

Continued from page 1
ple together in the taking of the Com-
munion,” said Dick Anderson, Com-
pak’s vice president for sales.

Critics think the new-fangled
.product robs Communion of its com-
muning aspect—its sense of unity.

“It’s part of the throwaway cul-
ture,” said Ralph Van Loon, execu-
tive director of the Liturgical Confer-
ence, an ecumenical organization in
Silver Spring, Md., that encourages
creative liturgies. “It’s almost sug-
gesting a kind of a "McCommun-
1 On "9

But Anderson defended Remem-
brance, saying the product is simply a
step beyond the already popular
throwaway plastic juice or wine cups

some Protestant churches use for
Communion. With many people con-
cerned about health and hygiene, “this
is a responsible position for the
churches to take,” Anderson said.

Whether Remembrance is respon-
sible or irreverent, it certainly is revo-
lutionary.

Each Remembrance vessel is
shaped like an individual dairy cream-
er, but there is an additional layer on
top.

Unseal the first layer to reach the
wafer. Snap and peel off the second
seal and—voilal—the grape juice is
ready to drink.

And unlike a dairy creamer, Re-
membrance requires no refrigeration.
It has a one-year shelf life.

Broadman and Holman Publish-
ers, a Southern Baptist distributor of
Bibles, books and Communion ware,
is promoting the product’s portabili-

“It makes Communion available
for outdoor worship services, for
homebound ministry, prison ministry,
youth mission trips, a variety of loca-
tions and occasions where a tradition-
al service just wouldn’t be possible,”
said Libby Eaton, the Nashville-based
company’s supplies marketing man-
ager.

Remembrance also is a time-sav-
er, its promoters say.

At Johnson’s former church, the
6,000-member nondenominational
New Hope Community Church in

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Small, Long Island,
N.Y., congregation searching for full-
time or bivocational pastor. College
and seminary required; age 35 plus;
with strong Bible-based preaching,
outreach background and administra-
tive skills. Respond to Pastor Search
Committee, Trinity Baptist Church,
1368 William Floyd Pkwy., Shirley,
NY 11967.

WANTED: Pastor’s position
open. If interested, send complete re-
sumé to: Search Commiittee, Ballards-
ville Baptist Church, 4901 S. Hwy.

-53, Crestwood, KY 40014-9745.

SEEKING: Crestwood Baptist
Church is seeking resumés for a part-
time minister to children. Interested
applicants should send resumés to
Ms. Charlene MacDonald, P.O. Box
70, Crestwood, KY 40014.

SEEKING: Clover Bottom Bap-
tist Church of Woodford County is
seeking a full-time minister. Send re-
sumé to: Chairman of the Pulpit Com-
mittee, Terry Newton, 2367 Mundys
Landing Rd., Versailles, KY 40383.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor-
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail-
able for vacation rental. Large pool,
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates August-Decem-
ber 16, $550. Call Pat Owen, (502)
895-8752.

SECURITY: Need security at
church, business or home? Call Bob
at ADT Security Systems, Lexington,
(606) 254-0837 or (502) 343-4056.

WANTED: Assistant pastor/
youth minister, 30-40 hours/week.
Must have experience. Send resumé
to: Hopewell Baptist Church (502)
267-1870.

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist, Lex-
ington, is seeking a minister of music.
Applicants interested in this full-time
position may send resumés to: Minis-
ter of Music Search Committee, Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 150 E. High St.,
Lexington, KY 40507.

SEEKING: Mothers’ Day Out
program director and teachers for a
licensed, 2-days-a-week program.

“Call (502) 447-2591 for more infor-

mation. Send resumé to Rockford
Lane Baptist Church MDO, 2006
Rockford Lane, Louisville, KY
40216.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land pil-
grimage; includes Athens and
Corinth, Greece. March 12-21, 1996.
Only $1,795 from New York. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information, (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

SEEKING: Southwest Baptist
University invites nominations and
applications for the position of dean,
College of Christian Studies. Respon-
sibilities: Academic programs; bud-
get; student and faculty recruitment;
relationships with Missouri Baptists.
Qualifications: Must be Southern
Baptist with strong commitment to
Missouri Baptists; PhD or ThD in re-
ligion; academic teaching and admin-
istration experience; commitment to

A Place for You in Acteens

Are you looking for a place . . .
to belong?
to change and grow as a person?
to make new friends?
to grow as a leader?

to feel safe? to be yourself?

to have a good time?
to grow spiritually?

to make a difference in your world?
If you are, we have a place for you! In Acteens there’s a place for you to do all
these thingsand more. Acteensisthe WMU missions organization forteenaged girls,

| aged 12-17 or in grades 7-12.

In October 1995, Acteens will look even better than ever. Acteens meet several

tnnesamomhhomgagemvanousmms

Accertt, the monthly

experiences.

magazine for Acteens, will now have four colors and lots of neat artides for teenaged
girls. There will be a new program for the Junior and Senior Acteen, which will be
called Acteens Advantage. Many other exciting opportunities await the teenaged girl
who participates in Acteens: StudiAct, Acteens Activators; State Acteens events,
Acteens camp, and Associational Acteens events.

For more information on how you can find a Place for You in Acteens, contact
the office of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union, P.O. Box 436569, Louisville,

KY 40253-6569, (502)2454101.

principles of shared governance and
collegial decision-making; preaching
and local church experience. Applica-
tion deadline: Sept. 15, 1995. Appli-
cations must include curriculum vita,
statement of Christian education phi-
losophy and at least three references.
To submit nominations or request ad-
ditional information: Dr. Fred Teague,
chair, Dean Search Committee, SBU,
1600 University Ave., Bolivar, MO
65613; FAX: (417) 326-1719; E-mail:
<gradedu@sbunivedu>.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Williamsburg, Ky., is seeking re-
sumés for a minister of youth and col-
lege students/director of the Christian
Life Center. Seminary degree re-
quired. Send resumé to: Dr. Marty
Brooks, 230 S. Fifth St., Williams-
burg, KY 40769.

NEEDED: Part-time youth minis-
ter. Send resumé to First Baptist
Church, 200 N. Morgan St., Morgan-
field, KY 42437, or call (502) 389-
1042 for more information.

FOR SALE: Church PA system
(our church has upgraded systems). 1-
24 channel studio mixer by Talngent,
w/metal carrying case; 8-Electrovoice
PL-95 mikes w/cords; 2-Peavy 4
speaker w/horn cabinets (w/covers);
1-Peavy monitor head w/equalizer; 1-
custom 100-watt power head; 1-
Shure 100-watt power head; 1-ARP
string and horn keyboard. All in ex-
cellent condition. $2,200 or best of-
fer. (502) 223-5479, leave message.

1-800-545-4793

QS
ELIZABETHTOWN, KCY 7
: For Your

TAPE
CD Ministry
Needs

Portland, Ore., where Remembrance
was tested, Communion for 2,800
people used to take 10 person-hours,
between setup and cleanup. Remem-
brance cut the setup time to 40 min-
utes. ;

Such convenience doesn’t come
cheap. Eaton estimated Remem-
brance costs about 14 cents per com-
municant, compared with 7 or 8 cents
for traditional Communion.

But with cleanliness next to godli-
ness in the eyes of many churchgo-
ers, Compak sees a bright future for
Remembrance. And then who
knows? The company’s “double-lid-
ded cup” patent has lots of possibili-
ties besides Communion, Anderson
noted.

State’s first
AIDS facility
honors Miller

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky’s first
facility devoted to the medical and
nursing needs of HIV/AIDS patients
has been named for Stephen Miller,
who died in 1989 and was the son of
Kentucky Baptist Convention leaders
Chip and Nancy Miller.

Chip Miller is director of the
KBC’s Sunday school department.
He and his wife have spoken widely
on the need for churches to minister
to people with AIDS and their fami-
lies.

Lyndon Lane Nursing Center in
Louisville dedicated its new Stephen
Miller Speciality Unit June -15. The
12-bed unit takes an entire wing of the
facility and it caters to younger adults
who are living with AIDS and other
diseases, such as cancer, cerebral pal-
sy and multiple sclerosis.

Chip Miller said the idea for the

specialty unit came from Brian Will-
iams, Lyndon Lane’s administrator
and a member of Crescent Hill Bap-
tist Church in Louisville.

Until the Stephen Miller unit
opened, the state had only two nurs-
ing-home beds set aside for AIDS
patients. The closest comparable fa-
cilities to the Lyndon Lane unit are in
Indianapolis, Baltimore, Philadelphia
and New York.

William Templeton, a prominent
physician specializing in infectious

diseases, has been named medical di- -

rector of the unit.

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES —‘

==\

| Manufacturers -Baptistries _Signs
b |

S5 FAX: 804-822-2210 Steeples
P.O. Box 2250 » Danville, VA 24541 ]

Available in 20’ to 33’ Models
(12 to 38 passengers)

Church Buses

Rental Buses
~ (New & Used) .
 Call Henry Headden
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180

1(615)371-6180

“It makes
Communion
available for
outdoor worship
services, for
homebound
ministry, prison
ministry, youth
mission trips, a
variety of locations
and occasions
where a traditional
service just
wouldn’t be

possible.”
Libby Eaton of
Broadman & Holman
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Compiled by Ann Tatum

" Pray for these specific | 8 CAMPBELLSVILLE—Lowell
needs related to | Avenue Church will celebrate its 40th
Kentucky Baptist | anniversary Sept. 10. A special wor-

Convention partnerships

ship service is planned followed by a

i ists i . | singing celebration at 2 p.m.
SEERCITEL | SRR,
B The Kentucky medical/ | o rimscoanec fhe Cipioma in pasto-

evangelism team in
Russia through Aug. 17

ral ministries from the Seminary Ex-
tension Independent Study Institute in
Nashville. The diploma will be pre-

to work with | sented by Pastor Edgar Caldwell at
International Service | Hyland Heights Church Sept. 10.

Corp volunteers Clay and ghCOt\lfmeO(Il‘I;OakB l}ilélge

Connie Cartwright. | {hurch ordained Dean broaddus,

= Safetygfor Phil Broaddus and Lanny Mallory

construction volunteers
working on Russian
church buildings.

as deacons.

B FISHERVILLE—Larry Nobles
resigned as pastor at Green Hills
Church to move to Memphis, Tenn.

_ H Upcoming Bible | @ FRANKFORT—Naomi King

distribution in Russia. | Walker has been called as music/chil-

M Volunteers as they | dren’s pastor at Immanuel Church.

return from Russia to | She has been associate music minister
Kentucky to share their | at Lyndon Church in Louisville.

experiences. Wallace Kent recently celebrated

B Churches and | his 24th anniversary as pastor at

individuals planning -

Crestwood Church.
B FRANKLIN—Frank Dorris re-

projects for the 1996 signed as part-time director of mis-

Boston p'c_lrgnershup. sions for Simpson Association to pro-

@ Campus ministers on | vide more time as pastor at Big Mud-

Boston-area campuses. | dy Church in Morgantown. Dorris re-
B Campus ministers as | sides in Bowling Green.

they share Christ on | Bl GEORGETOWN—Hilda Clifton

Utah/ldaho campuses. | recently retired as minister of youth

with Gano Avenue Church after 40
years of service to Kentucky church-

Mountains to the Mississippi

PEOPLE

es. Among churches she previously
served: Gardenside Church, Cane
Run Church and Porter Memorial
Church, all in Lexington. In retire-
ment; she will continue as librarian at
Gano Avenue.

B HAWESVILLE—Mt. Eden
Church will celebrate its 125th anni-
versary Aug. 20. Representatives
from the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, Blackford Church, Blackford
Association and former pastors will
take part in the all-day event.

B HENDERSON—Green Valley
Association has called David Bratch-
er as interim director of missions. He
is a retired pastor and was director of
missions for the association in the
1960s.

Immanuel Temple called Steve
Steiner as minister of youth. He will
begin his new ministry Aug. 20.

B INDEPENDENCE—Beechgrove
Church celebrated its 125th anniver-
sary Aug. 12.

B LEXINGTON—Porter Memorial
Church will sponsor a Pre-See You at
the Pole rally Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m.
Dave Adams will speak to the youth
and contemporary Christian singer
Rebecca St. James will perform.

B LOUISVILLE—Youth and adults
from Melbourne Heights Church took
a local missions trip July 17-20 and
led a vacation Bible school for Im-
manuel Church in Louisville’s inner
city. Attendance grew from nine to

. ter to students at Melbourne Heights.

30, and both churches received a
blessing, said Bryon Fortner, minis-

Hurstbourne Church called Jeff
Hicks, KBC Sunday School depart-
ment associate, as interim minister of
education.

Mark Andrist, former music
minister at Eighteenth Street Church,
will present a youth concert at the
church Aug. 23 at 7 p.m.

Buechel Park Church called Todd
Greve as minister of music. Greve
previously served churches in Virgin-
ia and the Louisville area.

Beechwood Church hosted an in-
terracial “celebration of freedom” pic-
nic with Pilgrim Missionary Church
July 2. Approximately 150 members
shared the experience, which was a
repeat of former years.

The youth group at Rockford Lane
Church will sponsor a free Christian
rock concert featuring “Conviction”
and special guests “Infinity” Aug. 26
at 7:30 p.m. Call (502) 447-2591 for
information.

B PRINCETON—Southside Church
will hold revival services Aug. 27-30
at 7 p.m., with foreign missionary
Ralph Bethea as evangelist. Ron
Green will be the music evangelist.
Ronnie Sivells is pastor.

B REYNOLDS STATION—
Harold Mayfield, pastor at West
Point Church, will retire Aug. 20.

B RICHMOND—Unity Church or-
dained minister of music John
Francis to the gospel ministry July 2.
Also Phil Champion was called as
minister of youth and Marion Turley
was called as associate to the pastor.

tked the bool

g
articipated. Twen-

‘End of our rope’

A wonderful letter came last week from a
mother who was very happy about the progress
her son had made here. I will share part of it:

“I am writing in regard to my son, David (not
his real name), who attended Oneida last year in
the eighth grade. My husband and I truly believe
that Oneida Institute was directly responsible for
saving our family and preventing David from be-
ing returned to the foster care system. :

“When David was accepted at Oneida we were
at the end of our rope and our family was at the
brink of despair....We felt our only hope of sav-
ing the rest of our children...was to do

-an adoption interruption on David and
in effect sacrifice him for the good of
his brothers and sisters. We had seen
David fail at many schools, get
charged with shoplifting, and make
everyone miserable with his lying,
hostile, demanding behavior. We
knew with his mind and his talents he
was capable of so much but we had
almost lost hope of ever seeing any of
his potential realized. Also, although
we still loved David very much, we
did not like him much anymore.

“This summer, for the first time
since David was eight years old we have had a
great summer. Our children have enjoyed being
together and we have seen once again how much
David has to offer our family. He has gentled to-
ward the younger children, participated in family
activities, and shown some respect for his family
and parents.

“And the reason for the change in David is the
year he just spent at Oneida. For although ... it

- was not easy for the staff there to deal with Dav-
id, you hung in and gave him a chance and he
was able to complete his first successful year at
school since first grade. It was the first year since
first grade that he managed to stay at one school

THIS 1S
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

for the entire year.

“We are so ... pleased with Oneida that we
have discussed it with David and we have come
to the agreement that he will continue school there
until he graduates.

“Only last week there was an article in the
newspaper on juveniles ... who were in serious
trouble with the school and the law and the moth-
er of one of the young men made the statement
that her son had been at Oneida and done well but
that she took him out ... he immediately lost his
way. When I read the article I thought that only
by the grace of God was that not Dav-
id’s picture and name in the paper.”

I wish we were this successful with
every young person who comes to
Oneida. We do the very best we can
with each student. Some come to us
with few, if any, problems. Others
come with a multitude of social and
academic problems. No two young
people are the same. What works for
one does not always work for another.

A stractured environment, firm but
sensitive discipline, encouragement at
every opportunity and God’s love are
our tools. We try to be sensitive to each
person, just as Jesus was.

We are reminded daily of the truthfulness of
Jesus’ words when he said, “The harvest truly is
great, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth
laborers into the harvest.”

One of our biggest challenges is finding peo-
ple willing to help with our work. I thank God
each day for those who do.

Please pray that we will be faithful and dili-
gent. You are a part of our efforts. Our victories
are yours.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

My schedule included preach-
ing Sunday night at Grace Church
in Pike County. I took the laptop
computer for some catch-up work.

I asked Doc Newsom if the
church office could be open during
the afternoon. That was no prob-
lem. “But what about lunch?” He
and Bill (T haven’t heard the rest of
the story on that—her name is Eli-
za) invited me to eat and then “go
see how the poor folks live up in

the holler.”
CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

a story.

The restaurant had

many faces familiar to

- Doc and Bill. At church
Bill is a pew hopper, and
when we eat out, she’s a
table hopper,” Doc ex-
plained.

After lunch, we at-
tended a reception at the
home of gubernatorial
candidate Paul Patton
and his wife. If Patton is
elected, I expect the
Newsoms to feel at
home in the governor’s mansion.

The Newsoms live on property
her great grandfather received
through an early land grant. Ducks
swim in Robertson Creek as it plac-
idly winds it way between the
house and the main road. A big gar-
den waited for rain to fill out the
corn. A row of flowers was the
source of beautiful arrangements
Bill placed on the Lord’s Supper
table each Sunday.

History, family and love perme-
ate their home. Four huge bottles

Bill Whittaker

Sunday afternoon on Robertson Creek

contain Bill’s 2,000 pencil collec-
tion, and each of her 900 bells hold

The master bedroom wall had a
younger-looking photo of KBC
missions leader Bob Jones. “He
preached the revival when I was
saved,” Doc recalled.

From his woodworking shop
Doc sent a cutting board to my
wife. Bill gathered some home-
canned treats—corn relish, cinna-

mon pickles, pepper jel-
ly and pear jam.

We didn’t need any
supper before church,
but Bill insisted,
“You’ve got to have
some mountain pudding
and ice cream. It’s just
out of the oven.” We fel-
lowshipped on the back
porch as hummingbirds
fought over a feeder.

As we headed to
church, Doc said, “T’ll
tell you what I tell Bob

Jones. Whenever you’re up this
way, just consider the Newsoms
-your motel. Bring your wife next
time. We’ll show her how poor
folks live.”

Driving back to Pineville, I had
a sandwich Bill prepared for the trip
home. The computer was on the
back seat—it hadn’t been out of the
case. The Lord provided something
much better.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Welfare mother stood on Bible to get ahead in life

By Frank Sikora
Religion News Service

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (RNS)—
As a girl, Martha Hawkins would
watch her mother, Sallie, tackle a
stack of fresh vegetables and turn
them into a feast.

Martha soon picked up the culi-
nary style, and by the time she was 12
she began to dream about owning a
restaurant of her own in an old-fash-
ioned house.

But the dream faded and, in 1979,
when she was 31 and on welfare,
Martha Hawkins tried to commit sui-
cide, taking an overdose of tranquil-
izers.

“I’m just tired of this life and all its
problems,” she had said.

But with the Bible as her founda-
tion, she cast off welfare, regained her

_pride and ultimately realized her
dream. Today, her popular eatery is
frequented by the local elite, and
among her satisfied customers are
several of Hollywood’s biggest stars.

Married and pregnant at 16, young
Martha had dropped out of school in
the 10th grade. After eight years, she
and her husbard divorced.

For Hawkins, life became a bleak
struggle to survive. A single parent,
she had no job and was on welfare.
She and her four sons, ages 9 to 16,
lived in a Montgomery housing
project frequently visited by police
responding to calls relating to drugs
and violence. |

When her sons found her nearly
unconscious that day in 1979, she was

taken to Greil Hospital, a mental
health facility.

Placed in a room alone, she would
sit and ponder her life. One day she
noticed a Bible on the night stand. She
picked it up and began reading.

She had tried to read some of it
when she was younger, but there had
never been time. The problems of life
had been too demanding. But now she
had time. She read for a day and into
the night, repeating the overriding
theme of it.

“God loves me,” she said. “I’m not
alone. God loves me. I can do all
things through Christ, who strength-
ens me.”

For several weeks she stayed at the
facility, meeting with doctors but
mostly reading the Bible.

One day she told a doctor: “You
can’t help me. I have to help myself,
because I'm the problem.”

She returned to the housing project

- and to welfare, but vowed to fight her

way out of poverty. She took a job
cleaning houses, but she never lost
sight of her goal to own a restaurant
and cook like her mother.

Meanwhile, her sons worked hard
on their school assignments and ath-
letics. Two of them earned scholar-
ships. A third went to college on a
government grant.

Inspired, Hawkins went to class
again and earned her high school
equivalency diploma, then enrolled in
night classes at the local branch of a
state university.

She kept trying to start the restau-
rant. Banks turned her down when

she applied for a loan. The federal
Small Business Administration also
rejected her, saying she had no busi-
ness experience and no collateral.

She turned back to the Bible, read-
ing it and then putting it on the floor
and standing on it. She raised her eyes
to the ceiling and said: “Lord, this Bi-
ble is my foundation. I'm counting on
your promise. You love me. I’'m not
alone.”

Meantime, through her domestic
work, Hawkins met lawyer Calvin
Pryor. She told him about her dream
to own a restaurant in an old house.

“I may have something for you,”
he said. “But you’ll have to paint it
and fix it up.”

The house, at 458 Sayre St., is a
two-story frame structure built near
the turn of the century.

“When I saw it, it was like the one
I had pictured in the dreams,” she
said. “I fell in love with it.”

Pryor arranged for her to use it
rent-free until she got on her feet. She
saved money and bought paint and
brushes, and spent houis working at
the house. She combed yard sales and
bought used china and silverware; she
stitched and sewed napkins and cur-
tains. Slowly, her dream began to take
shape.

But she still had no money.

Then, in 1988, a Montgomery
group known as the Black Women’s
Leadership and Economic Develop-

ment Project heard of Hawkins’ plans

and agreed to give her a loan of
$2,500 and a matching grant.
In October 1988, Martha’s Place

opened for business. The first day she
was up and ripping into a stack of
greens and other vegetables, rattling
pots and pans.

Since then Martha’s Place has
achieved more-than a little recogni-
tion. Among its diners have been Al-
abama politicians as well as re-
nowned actors such as Whoopi Gold-
berg and Sissy Spacek, who came for
dinner when shooting the motion pic-
ture “Long Walk Home,” and Walter
Matthau, who was in nearby We-
tumpka shooting “The Grass Harp.”

“He wanted to hear my story about
how I got started,” she said. “The next
day he called me to tell me how much
he enjoyed being here and said he had
but one regret. He said he hated it that
he didn’t take some fried chicken
home with him.”

Hawkins says her life has turned
around.

“I have more problems than I ever
had, a lot more than when I tried to
kill myself,” she said. “But I'm not
the problemn anymore. I don’t look at
life in the negative. I get up at 3
o’clock sometimes and work 14 to 16
hours a day, and I'm full of energy.
Just being able to do that is a lot to be
thankful for. I feel the Lord has been
with me, has been my close friend.”

Long ago she got off welfare and
moved from the projects.

Despite her success, she hasn’t for-
gotten her Bible readings that lit up
her dream into a reality. Visitors at
Martha’s Place see a sign on the wall
that reads: “Taste and see that the
Lord is good.” :

She turned back to
the Bible, reading
it and then putting
it on the floor and
standing on it. She
raised her eyes to
the ceiling and
said: “Lord, this
Bible is my
foundation. I'm
counting on your
promise. You love
me. ’'m not alone.”
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1995 Girls in Action/Acteens Camp Staff
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Making a World of Difference
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Debbie Nowell _ Stacy Bailey Martha Hazle Melanie McCarty Jane Weru Melissa Grupposo Julie Bauscher
Director Assitant Director Unit Leader/Missonary Unit Leader Unit Leader Kitchen/Asst. Couns. Counselor
" Louisville Russellville Elizabethtown Paris Kenya Paris g Owensboro

13

Laura Bell Betsy Blair Stacey Brenzel Cheryl Johnson Melissa Logsdon € Catherine Partlow Charlotte Tipton

Counselor : Counselor Counselor Counselor Counselor Counselor Counselor

Elizabethtown - California - Louisville ‘ Tegacay, S.C. Lousiville Lawrenceburg Louisville

hclley Waiton 2 ‘ Tara Black : Erica Butler

i i - 2
Jennifer Mattingly Lisabeth Sears Melanie Seever

Tiffany O'Daniel
Counselor . Assistant Counselor " Assistant Counselor Assistant Counselor Assistant Counselor Assistant Counselor =~ Assistant Counselor
Salvisa Frankfort Frankfort Louisville =~ . Frankfort Taylorsville Falmouth

VOLUNTEER NURSES

Susan Oliver, Winchester

Faye Whitworth, Louisville
Kathy Berger, Dry Ridge

5 Vicki Ball, Shepherdsville

: m Elaine Koch,Campbellsville

Nicole Troxell ; Wendy Wakefield
Assistant Counselor i Assistant Counselor
Louisville Mexico

Jonathan Creek

Volunteer Counselors: Kimberly Day, Elizabeth-
town; Zona Newton, Barlow; Gayla Hill, Princeton;
KaDonna Randolph, Murray; Dulcena Cantrell, Lex-
ington; Beverly Winchester, Murray; Mary Dunn,
Dexter; Shelley Haley, Guthrie; Betty Galey, Cun-
ningham; Sharon Wright-Eisenhauser, Sturgis; Pen-
nie Cruse, Benton; DeShannon Paddock, Marion;
Michelle Davis, Central City; Martha Smith, Aaron;
Glenda Garland, Murray; Paula Wilson, Clinton;
Lorelei Martin, Princeton; Jewell Jackson, Morgan-
field; Renee Ramsey, Fulton; Lucille Sphinx, Gil-
bertsville; Geneva Guinn, Cadiz; Becky Dunn, Phil-
pot; Margaret Darnell, Princeton; Julie Williford,
Paducah; Ann Hall, Princeton; Maggie Evans, Se-

Row 1 (left to right) Joyce Paris, GA Camp Director, Stugis;
Stacey Gish, GA Program Director, Lexington; Carla Taylor, . 4 ,
Acteens Program Director, Murray; Crystal Blue, Recreation : bree; Susie Dye, Morganfield; Michelle Spears,
Director, Henderson ' ' Fulton; Lisa Boyd, Henderson; Sandra Melson,

Row 2 (left to right) Tammy Seay, Unit Leader, Sturgis; Sheila Fom s Savannah,TN; Kelli Williams Murray.
Brown, Acteens Camp Director, Guthrie. : ] 2

Not Pictured: Jennie Bell, Unit Leader, Murray; Melissa

Norris, GA Mission Study Leader, Owensboro.
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