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Now third

Comparison of fall
enroliment statistics
from the six Southern
Baptist seminaries
shows Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
has lost its place as the
convention’s second-
largest seminary to New

Orleans Baptist

Theological Seminary.
See page 2.

WMU president
Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union has
named Peggy Hicks of
Louisville its new
president. See page 3.

Family Forum

How can | help my two
teenagers accept the fact
that their father and I will
never get back together?
We divorced eight
months ago and they are
still trying to push us to
be reunited. See page 4.

Editorial

Truth-telling fuels the
engine of Baptist
democracy. See page 5.

Dry Witt

Claude Witt, executive
director of the
Temperance League of
Kentucky, recently
scored another victory in
his campaign against
alcohol by helping
residents of
Elizabethtown keep their
town dry. See page 9.

(FLLL) 1 90ed 983 ;BuiAOH

Retired couple finds labor
of love as foster parents

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Foster parents
0O.B. and Norma Turnbow haven’t
pampered themselves much since re-
tirement; they’re too busy pampering
and caring for newborns.

The couple long ago put away sto-
ry books and folded up baby bath
towels used by their biological chil-
dren, who are raising their own fami-
lies.

But for the last 10 years or so, the
Turnbows have reclaimed the nursery
in their home and in their hearts. They
serve as foster parents for infants
through Kentucky Baptlst Homes for
Children.

Each time they are assigned a new
baby, the Turnbows bring the infant
home from the hospital about three or
four days after birth. They care for
him or her until all the legalities for
the adoption are put in order—usual-
ly about four to six weeks.

“We just thought it sounded like
something we could do,” Norma
Turnbow said, acknowledging the
work gave the couple a place of min-
istry.

The Turnbows have cared for 16

children since accepting the challenge
of infant foster parenting. They share
duties for all of them, including mid-
dle-of-the-night feedings.

“It’s a partnership,” she said.
“Some of the children are more at-
tached to one of us than the other.”

And the Turnbows don’t work in
isolation, she added, noting extended
family, friends and their church—
Beechmont Baptist in Louisville—all
offer support and love.

One grandchild lives too far away
to meet the newborns who come in
and out of the Turnbow household.
She gets involved by helping choose
temporary names for them, Turnbow
said. ‘

The couple easily becomes at-
tached to their foster children, Turn-
bow acknowledged.

“When I go to the hospital and
change the baby’s clothes, I get at-
tached right then,” she said. “But we
go in knowing this is a temporary sit-
uation, ... and at our age we have no
illusions” about raising children
again. “So we just love them a lot. We
just keep them to give them away.”

Turnbow recalled one particular
child for whom they had provided
0 See Retirees find ..., page 7

Advances in genetics raise
moral & rehglous questions

By Alica Shepard

_ Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—John
Velthuis, 39, has colon cancer. So
does his 28-year-old niece. So did his
father. Cancer killed his older sister,
his grandmother and great grand-
mother.

“It’s killed a lot of us,” says
Velthuis, who runs a modeling agen-
cy in northern Virginia.

Doctors have determined that he
and his sister
were born with
the hereditary
nonpolyposis
colorectal gene.
Presence of the
gene means a 90
percent chance of
getting  colon
cancer before age

can be done to prevent this kind of
colon cancer. It’1l be a matter of wait-
ing. In families with the disease, doc-
tors recommend an uncomfortable
and expensive colonoscopy test as
early as age 25.

Either way, Velthuis and his ex-
wife, Stephanie Kurtz, want to
know—even if there’s no way to pre-
vent the cancer.

The two young Velthuis boys,
who live in Florida with their moth-
er, illustrate some of the vexing ethi-

cal, moral and psy-
chological dilemmas
. associated with gene
testing. How young
do you test? When
do you disclose
the results? What
are the ramifica-
tions of testing so
early? Should

50. Recipe for disaster? Jouseven test 3

Now, Velthuis
naturally is worried about the fate of
his two sons, Derek, 10, and Travis,
7.

Until recently, the Velthuis boys
might have had to grow up wonder-
ing if one day they’d be sick like their
dad. But now, for families with a his-
tory of this cancer, a simple pres-
ymptomatic blood test exists to
check for the cancer-causing gene.

If neither boy has the gene, each
faces as much a chance of getting co-
lon cancer as the rest of the popula-
tion. Their parents could stop worry-
ing.

But if either has the gene, nothing

child for a disease
that’s not preventable or has no
known cure? What about a child’s
right not to know?

“It’s sort of a selfish thing,” ad-
mits Velthuis, who was diagnosed
with colon cancer three years ago
and has survived two debilitating
rounds of chemotherapy.

“At this point, realistically it’s to
alleviate my anxiety and my ex-
wife’s anxiety and everybody else
that cares about the boys. I’m not too
concerned about their own level of
anxiety. They’re too young to under-
stand it.... If they do have it, I’ll have
3 See Should results ..., page 12
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Southern drops to 3rd in SBC ranks

LOUISVILLE—Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville
has dropped a notch in the size rank-
ings of Southern Baptist Convention
seminaries.

Southern traditionally has been
Southern Baptists’ second-largest
seminary, behind Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas.

But a 13 percent drop in enroll-
ment pulled Southern below the pe-
rennial third-place school, New Or-
leans Baptist Theological Seminary.

The SBC’s six seminaries official-
ly compare fall-to-fall enrollment fig-
ures in late October. They base their
numbers on the “non-duplicating
headcount” of students enrolled in
baccalaureate programs, basic degree
programs and classes for academic
credit.

Southern’s enrollment fell to 1,621
students this fall, down from last
year’s count of 1,868 students.

The enrollment decrease arrived
after a year in which controversy
clouded the campus. In the fall, Pres-
ident Al Mohler began the second
year of his tenure by forcing the res-
ignation of Molly Marshall, the
school’s first female theology profes-
sor. In the spring, he fired Diana Gar-
land, dean of the seminary’s Carver
School of Church Social Work, after
Garland told social work students she
and Mohler had reached an impasse

over hiring new faculty.

_ The tumult caused some students
to rush their coursework and graduate
early, others to leave the seminary
without graduating and some poten-
tial students to pursue their education
elsewhere. This fall, the school did
not admit social work students pend-
ing determination of the fate of the
Carver School.

Southern Seminary’s enrollment
drop accompanying the early years of
Mohler’s administration mirrors a
similar decline experienced at South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C,, in the late
1980s.

At both schools, new majorities of
SBC conservatives dominated the
trustee boards and installed presidents
who were given mandates to steer
their schools sharply to the right.

In that context, the decline in
Southern’s enrollment came as no
surprise, according to close observers.

“We had expected a decrease in
total enrollment for this academic
year, given issues of transitions and
change in academic programs,”
Mohler said. “Nevertheless, we are
very pleased with this enrollment, and
we intend to build upon it. God has
called together a committed and spir-
ited class of new students.”

Mohler may take comfort in the
enrollment turn-around seen at South-
eastern Seminary under the leadership

of President Paige Patterson.

Southeastern posted the strongest
gain this fall among the SBC seminar-
ies. While the school still is smaller
than it was in 1987, when conserva-
tive trustees provoked the resignation
of Randall Lolley as president, its
1,098-student enrollment is 18.7 per-
cent larger than last year’s 925 stu-
dents.

Among the other seminaries:

l Southwestern remained the larg-
est, but endured a 7 percent decline
about a year and a half after conser-
vative trustees fired President Russell
Dilday. Southwestern enrolled 3,026
students this fall, down from 3,254
last year.

I New Orleans grew by 6 percent,
to 1,796 students, up from 1,692 in
1994. New Orleans has increased its
enrollment by implementing a bache-
lor’s degree program.

1 Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., en-
rolled 1,142 students.

That enrollment represents an 11.2
percent gain over last year’s 1,027.

I Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., re-
mained the SBC’s smallest seminary,
although it posted the second-best
percentage gain.

Midwestern enrolled 494 students,
a 16.5 percent gain over 427 last year.

Written by Editor Marv Knox, from Bap-
tist Press and Western Recorder reports

Clinton’s pastor to lead Arkansas Baptists

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (ABP)—
President Clinton’s pastor, Rex
Horne, has been elected president in
his own right.

Horne, pastor of Immanuel Baptist
Church in Little Rock, has been cho-
sen to lead the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention during the coming year.

Moderates in Arkansas backed
Horne, who won the election 482-398
over conservative candidate Stephen
Davis. Davis, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Russellville, is a trustee of
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board.

Horne succeeds a conservative,
Ronnie Rogers, pastor of Lakeside
Baptist Church in Hot Springs.

Horne has been criticized by fel-
low Baptists over Clinton’s pro-abor-
tion position and his advocacy of gay
rights, although Horne disagrees with
the president on those issues.

At the 1993 Southern Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting, a pastor un-
successfully challenged the seating of
messengers from Horne’s church,
charging the members of Immanuel
were “by their silence, supporting Bill
Clinton’s endorsement of the homo-

sexual lifestyle.” The SBC credentials
committee rejected the challenge.

The church has led Arkansas Bap-
tists in giving through the SBC Coop-
erative Program unified budget for
more than 30 years and last year
ranked 13th nationwide in giving to
the budget.

In addition to electing Horne, Ar-
kansas Baptists adopted resolutions
opposing homosexuality and affirm-
ing the sanctity of human life. They
also honored Don Moore, who will
retire in February after 13 years as the
state convention’s executive difector.

Sunday School Board surpasses revenue goal

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—Rev-
enues for the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board surpassed their
goal by almost $4.5 million last year,
rebounding from an $8.2 million loss
a year earlier.

The good news prompted Sunday
School Board management to set
aside Nov. 3 as “celebration day.”

Revenues for the 1994-95 fiscal
year, which ended Sept. 30, totaled
slightly more than $247.8 million, re-
ported Ted Warren, the board’s exec-
utive vice president and chief operat-
ing officer.

In September, Warren told Sunday
School Board trustees he expected
revenues to reach $244.5 million. The
budgeted goal was $243.4 million.

The final report is great news and
a reversal of the dismal situation the
giant publishing house faced a year
ago, President Jimmy Draper told
Sunday School Board employees in
Nashville.

“A year ago when I stood before

you, it was probably the unhappiest
day of my life. I had to announce to
you we had come to an $8.2 million
shortfall. That reflected some great
needs and problems, and we began to
address those problems.”

The board’s recent financial suc-
cess translates “into what we have ac-
complished in ministry terms,” Drap-
er said.

Those ministry successes include:

il People singing hymns from 3.4
million hymnals published by the
board.

I Videos, such as “Christy” and
“Secret Adventures,” which have
pushed the board to provide whole-
some, biblically based entertainment.

I An average of 1,300 copies of
the discipleship book “Experiencing
God” provided to people each work-
ing day.

I More than 110,000 people -

trained this year at Glorieta (N.M.)
and Ridgecrest (N.C.) conference
centers.

I More than 3 million customer
transactions handled in the national
chain of 63 Baptist Book Stores and
Lifeway Christian Stores.

I People in more than 33,000
churches using board-produced Bible
study materials and products.

“Good stewardship has enabled us
to provide more than $3 million to the
Southern Baptist Convention to help
carry the gospel around the world,”
Draper said of the budget surplus.
“Good stewardship in business is nec-
essary for us to provide the resources
and services needed by churches and
believers in our worldwide ministry.”

Revenue above operating costs
that funds expanded ministries
reached almost $5.6 million, com-
pared to only $100,000 budgeted for
that assignment and to the previous
year’s $8.2 million loss.

In their September meeting, trust-
ees approved a 1995-96 budget of
$266.7 million, with almost $6.5 mil-
lion planned for expanded ministries.
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National Acteens leaders mmlster in Wllllamsburg

WILLIAMSBURG—A group of
Acteens workers from across the na-
tion came to Kentucky recently load-
ed with hammers, nails, lumber, shov-
els, face paint and balloons.

Though not the usual stuff packed
in Acteens workers’ bags, these in-
struments became their avenue for
communicating the gospel through a
ministry project with Cumberland
College.

The Acteens workers, representing
eight state conventions and personnel
from Woman’s Missionary Union’s
national office, were part of a minis-
try project called A+ State Activator
Team.

The 10-member team worked Oct.
20-21 through two community out-
reach ministries of Cumberland Col-
lege to rebuild the porch of a resi-
dence, sort clothes for a clothing min-
istry and entertain more than 100 chil-
dren during a carnival.

The Acteens leaders borrowed the
idea for their project from the short-
term volunteer missions program for
teenage girls called Acteens Activa-
tors. Hundreds of Acteens, WMU’s
organization for girls in grades 7-12,
are involved in similar ministry
projects each summer in the U.S. and
overseas.

“We promote hands-on missions
involvement with Acteens year-
round,” said Becky Nelson, youth
products editor at WMU. “This was
our opportunity to be a part of what

we ask others to do.”

Fellowship was another important
factor in the project, added Jan Tur-
rentine, design editor for WMU’s
magazines for Acteens and their ad-
visers, Accent and Accent Leader-
ship.

“The leaders who work with Act-
eens at the state level do not have a lot
of opportunities to spend time togeth-

» Turrentine noted. “The project
allowed them a time to visit and share
ideas and do something positive for
someone else at the same time.”

The Activators worked in two
groups: one did children’s activities
while the other did construction. Julie
Keith, Kentucky Acteens consultant,
coordinated the weekend with Cum-
berland College and divided her time
between both groups.

Three women worked with Appa-
lachian Ministries, a 20-year-old chil-
dren’s ministry sponsored by Cum-
berland College’s Baptist Student

Union. The on-going ministry spon- -

sors four Bible clubs each week in
Williamsburg and surrounding com-
munities and two recreation events for
special education children in area
schools.

The Oct. 21 carnival brought to-
gether children involved in the Bible
clubs for a few hours of fun and
games and for a hot meal.

The Acteens leaders used their tal-
ents at clowning to entertain the chil-
dren. Among their duties for the day
were creating animals out of balloons,
painting various figurines on the chil-
dren’s faces and leading a group time
with storytelling.

“The women were a wonderful
asset to the carnival,” said Wyndee
Holbrook, director of campus minis-
tries for Cumberland. “Their artistic
abilities in clowning and storytelling
provided great entertainment for the
children.

“However,” she added, “it was ev-
ident that they did not come here just
to perform. They were here to minis-
ter.”

The other women worked with
Mountain Outreach, a home-im-
provement ministry sponsored by the
college. The ministry, started in 1982,
involves students and other volun-

MISSIONS ACTION Julie Keith (right), Kentucky Acteens consultant, visits with Mitch
Holbrook during an Oct. 21 carnival sponsored by Cumberland College’s Appalachian
Minstries. Keith was among 10 Acteens leaders from across the nation who pamt:lpated
in hands-on ministry projects in Williamsburg recently. Holbrook’s wife, Wyndee, is
campus minister at Cumberland. (Photo by Teresa Dickens)

teers in repairing and bu1]d1ng homes
for low-income families as well as
furnishing clothes and home furnish-
ings for the needy.

Al Laird, Mountain Outreach di-
rector, assigned the Acteens leaders to
a project at the home of Dallas Vest,
one of Mountain Outreach’s “suc-
cess” stories.

In the summer of 1990, a team of
volunteers built a home for Vest and
his family. The normal procedure for
Mountain Outreach, Laird explained,
is that the ministry loans applicants
the money to buy materials for their
new homes. The loans are repaid
through monthly installments and by
“earning” a $5 credit for every hour

~ they work as a volunteer on other
projects. Vest, disabled in an acciden-

tal shooting, repaid his loan in three
. years, mostly by serving as a volun-

teer on other projects, Laird said.

“He and his family became Chris-
tians. Evangelism is one of the goals
of these projects,” he added.

The project at the Vest home in-
volving the Acteens leaders called for
replacement of the porch originally
built in 1990. The women began by
razing the old porch then building a
new one. A couple of the team mem-
bers also worked at digging a drain-
age ditch. Much of the work was done
in drizzling rain, which was followed
by a drop in temperature.

“The women were hard and fast
workers,” Laird said, noting that they
probably would have finished on the
first day if it had not poured rain.

“I admired their commitment to
the project,” he said. “The rain and
cold did not dampen their spirits at
a]l 2

Wingfield named interim editor of Western Recorder

Mark Wingfield, news director of
the Western Recorder since 1991, has
been named the newspaper’s interim
editor effective Nov. 27.

Wingfield, 33, will as-
sume interim duties upon
the departure of Marv
Knox, who has been editor
since 1990. Knox has re-
signed to return to his na-
tive state of Texas, where
he will be associate editor
of the Baptist Standard, the
weekly newspaper of the
Baptist General Convention of Tex-
as.

The -interim arrangement will en-
able the Western Recorder’s board of
directors “to be sure we analyze fully

Wingfield

the credentials of all persons who
might be interested in or recommend-
ed for the editorship,” reported Frank
Hatfield, a layperson from
Shepherdsville and chair of
the board’s editor-search
committee.

The search committee
hopes an editor will be
elected by late spring, Hat-
field said.

According to the cove-
nant agreement between
the Western Recorder and
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, the
newspaper’s board nominates the ed-
itor, who is elected by the KBC Exec-
utive Board. The Executive Board
will meet May 6-7.

L g

Prior to joining the Western Re-
corder staff, Wingfield was associate
director of news and information for
the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board in Atlanta. Before that, he was
director of news and information for
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, and
assistant editor of the Baptist New
Mexican in Albuquerque. He has won
numerous awards for newspaper writ-
ing, editing and design.

Wingfield is a journalism graduate
of the University of New Mexico, and

e attended Southwestern Seminary.

He and his wife, Alison, are the
parents of twin 3-year-old sons, Gar-
rett and Luke. They are members: of
Highland Baptist Church in Louis-

ville, where he has helped strengthen
outreach efforts and establish a con-
temporary worship service.

In other business, the Western Re-
corder board:

B Authorized the newspaper to |

conduct a trial with Son Rise Chris-
tian Computer Network to study the
feasibility of making the paper avail-
able online though the network.

0 Elected Bill Thurman, an attor-
ney and member of Calvary Baptist
Church in Lexington, as chairman.
Rusty Ellison, pastor of Cedar Creek
Baptist Church in Louisville, was
elected vice chairman, and Jim Aber-
nathy, pastor of Latonia Baptist
Church in Covington, was re-elected

secretary.

Kentucky WMU executive hoard names Hicks new president

Peggy Greene Hicks of Louisville
has been elected president of Ken-
tucky Woman’s Missionary Union,
replacing Kay Trisler, who resigned
the post when elected executive direc-
tor of the organization.

According to the constitution and
bylaws of Kentucky WMU, the
WMU executive board has responsi-
bility for electing a new president
should the current president no long-

er be able to serve.

The WMU executive board elect-
ed Hicks unanimously.

“The committee felt Peggy Hicks
was the ideal one to serve during this
transitional period,” said Kathleen
Hall, chair of the nominating commit-
tee. “She grew up in the missions or-
ganizations, beginning with Sun-
beams. As a GA she felt the call to
missions and later was appointed to

serve with her husband, Bryant, as a
missionary to the Philip-
pines.” ,

Hicks previously served
as president of Kentucky
WMU from 1985 to 1989.
She also served as a vice
president of the national
WMU organization during
that period.

She and her husband Hicks

currently are helping launch a new
multi-housing ministry in
northeastern  Jefferson
County.

Trisler will become ex-
ecutive director of Ken-
tucky WMU Jan. 1, after
Dee Gilliland retires from
that post. Trisler currently
is serving as executive di-
rector-elect.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO &

B Cumberland College
will host “Quest '95,” an
annual event for youth,
Nov. 17-18. Program
personalities include
musicians Paul Guffey, '
Dick and Mel Tunney,
the Imperials and
Abudance, as well as the
drama duo Hicks and
Cohagan and speaker
Rick Caldwell. For
registration information,
call (800) 343-1609.

)

M Mike Konopski has
been named admissions
director for Georgetown
College. Konopski
previously was associate
director of admissions at
D’Youville College in
Buffalo, N.Y.

B Kentucky Baptists’ "
three liberal arts colleges
are among 124 schools
nationwide named to this
year's Templeton Honor
Roll for Character b
Building Colleges. The '
honor roll, which

recognizes schools that
promote character
development, names
Campbellsville College,
Cumberland College and |
Georgetown College. i

M Correction: Last
week’s Recorder
incorrectly listed the {
address for Kentucky }
Baptist Homes for
Children’s home: page 5
address on the World !
Wide Web. The correct i
address is http:/ !
www.iglou.com/kbhc/.
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Church charity

“Ambassador to Vatican questions
GOP” (WR, Oct. 10) suggested con-
gressional conservatives are engineer-
ing social changes contrary to the
teachings of the Roman Catholic
Church.

This all appears similar to the lib-
eration theology that got the Catholic
Church in big trouble in South Amer-
ica.
A vehicle already exists apart from
the state for charitable welfare. Per-
haps the pope and Ambassador Flynn
have heard of it—the church.

Are Protestant churches off the
hook? To the contrary. We have be-

OPINION

come as lazy as the Catholics, look-
ing to government to do our jobs for
us. ;
Also, if the government stopped
confiscating our wealth, we Chris-
tians would have more money to do
the job ourselves and in a godly man-
ner. God works through the church,
not government.
Chuck Estridge
Williamstown

Wrong again

The premise of your editorial on
welfare reform (WR, Oct. 24) is false.

First, the assumption that people
who do not want to provide assistance
to the needy via the federal govern-
ment are not compassionate is false.
Secondly, millions have achieved
self-sufficiency in spite of the current
welfare system. Thirdly, children are
getting “hit” now to a great degree,
and if nothing changes, they will suf-
fer even worse.

As to your statement “government
can provide basic funds, while church
and humanitarian groups supply heart
and soul,” I can only assume you are
not Baptist. Any collaboration be-
tween church and state can only be-
come an “unholy alliance.” Our Bap-
tist heritage is to distrust any intrusion
of the state into church business.

And that is exactly what caring for
the needy is—church business. I chal-
lenge you to find in the U.S. Consti-
tution where it says the U.S. govern-
ment is supposed to care for the
needy. But more importantly, I chal-
lenge you to find in the Bible where it
says that any government is supposed
to care for the needy.

Your last statement, “That’s the
only hope for a whole America,” as-
sumes a whole America is something
achievable and that poverty is the
only area of our lives that needs re-
pair. Wrong again.

Curtis Kenimer
Paris

KBC’s elected leaders seek Christ’s mind

It was Thursday, Nov. 2, and the
Kentucky Baptist committee on nom-
inations had assembled to finish its
remaining work of preparing the lists
of nominees for the trustees of our
colleges, schools and agencies, as
well as select nominees for the con-

vention’s  Executive
Board.
With an easy flow of

decision-making, the
group finished its formal agenda in 46
minutes. '

Someone said, “So what do we do
with the extra time?” Another said,
“I’ve got a sermon in my pocket.”
The entire committee laughed down
that idea. Then chairperson Ken Gra-
ham said, “Let’s just have a time of
prayer.”

One by one, the members and staff
began to share stories. Stories of

prayers answered for a daughter’s
cancer being successfully treated. A
grandchild who died after an unusual
illness and God’s grace enabled the
family to endure it. A pastor’s mother
in her last days of cancer unwilling to
be treated and the anguish of a son
who wants her to live.

" Pastors grateful for con-

| gregations who support

them in these painful

days. A pastor’s prayers of gratitude
about the ways God surprises us with
leaders who allow God to create vi-
sions that engage the people of God
known as Kentucky Baptists and we
experience the challenge and joy of
ministries we never dreamed we
could do. Prayers that reminded us
how often our Lord has done the mar-
velous loving thing in us in spite of
our inconsistent faithfulness. Prayers

of gratitude that a committee could
have such a challenging pattern of se-
rious work in such a harmonious spir-
it. And when our spoken prayers end-
ed, we glanced at our watches only to
be amazed that we had spent more
time in the fellowship of prayer than
we had on the day’s agenda. The
group broke into spontaneous sing-
ing.

Kentucky Baptists need to know
the folks they elect to serve in their
behalf seek the mind of Christ in de-
cisions that may seem bureaucratic on
the surface, but are decisions drawn
out of a context of genuine fellowship
in Christ.

I left that meeting with a runny
nose and wet eyes—and silently
prayed God would give us such fel-
lowship in Owensboro.

Jim Hawkins, executive associate
KBC Executive Board
Louisville

God talk

“I acted alone on God’s orders,
and I have no regrets.” In scores of

languages across our world, millions

of people have heard this statement
from the Israeli Jew who assassinated
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

Editorials have delivered thou-
sands of words reflecting the multiple
facets of this international
tragedy. Neither can I re-
sist, for there are warning
signals Kentucky Baptists
need to hear.

I suppose it is correct to
label me a “Christian reli-
gionist,” if by that one
means a person who has
spent most of his life as a
practitioner, however
stumblingly, of the Chris-
tian faith.

William W. Marshall

do!” How can laypersons be as sure
as the minister seems to be?

During my early years in the per-
sonnel department of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, I had
the tender and holy responsibility of
working with those who felt “called
of God” to serve overseas. Because
such a call is so personal and subjec-
tive, the Foreign Mission Board’s
process included 16 spe-
cific references. It was be-
lieved that a person’s call
to missions should have
the affirming testimony of
that person’s community
of faith. Usually, when the
candidate’s declaration of
call was confirmed by oth-
ers, and there were no sig-
nificant medical disabili-
ties, they were appointed.

Iremember my first ex-

My experience as “cler-
gy’ has provided me an arena for un-
derstanding what is sometimes re-
ferred to as “God talk.” Most layper-
sons still recognize a religious lan-
guage they often hear from preachers
like me as being somewhat different
from their own. And I often have
wondered what laypersons think
when a minister, in the midst of a
leadership struggle, pulls out the
trump card by declaring, “God told
me that this is what the church should
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perience with a candidate
who was turned down because his ref-
erences reflected a pattern of spouse
abuse, immaturity and short temper.
Meeting him personally to convey
this word was met with an anger
which, had it not been for my own
200-pound frame, might have meant
a fist in my face. His words linger:
“God has called me to missions, and
you and the FMB will not stop me.” I
never heard from him again.

More recently I have been remind-

ed of the possible problems of declar-
ing publicly to know the mind of God
on a matter. I have been present when
two persons nominating a different
person for office both used the phrase,
in slightly different variations, “God
has led me to nominate so and do.”
Since only one of the two was elect-
ed, did it mean that one understood
the will of God and the other did not;'
that one was “God’s man” and the
other was not? We who are ministers
of the gospel should guard ourselves

from devaluing the God of our faith

by using God’s name in inappropri-
ate ways. That’s dangerous stuff!

We live in a time when some reli-
gious groups and leaders seem deter-
mined to have their will and call it
“God’s will.” Regretfully, among the
humble who want to see revival take
place; who want government to be
“kinder, gentler and more honest”;
who truly want the love of God to-be
experienced by every person in the
world—there are those who, at any
cost, must have their way.

These are they from whom we
must turn away and look to the One
who has taught us—without coercion,
for he would have none of it—how
the kingdom will come.

And it will not be by might!

William W. Marshall is executive sec-

retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

FAMILY FORUM




EDITORIALS

Truth-telling fuels the engine of Baptist democracy

. Truthis alot like gasoline. It’s precious and important; dangerous, yet
helpful. It ought to be abundant, and everybody should have access to it.
And truth—accurate information about what’s happening, what’s
about to happen, what might happen, and why—fuels the engine of de-
mocracy. Whether it’s a government, a congregational denomination or
a local church, a democratic organization relies upon participation by
informed, responsible citizen/members. If they are denied a free flow of
accurate information, the democratic decisions that shape their common
life are suspect at best and tyrannically manipulated at worst.

In Baptist life, the glory of liberty hinges upon the ability to speak and
write freely and truthfully. That’s because the way Baptists receive and
process their corporate knowledge provides the foundation for the dem-
ocratic liberty they hold dear. If this foundation fails, then the integrity
of their structural relationship fails. Congregational polity, like democ-
racy, is a sham if individual members do not have sufficient knowledge
upon which to base their participation.

For example: Did anybody respect the “democratic” Iron Curtain gov-
ernments? Even if they were free to vote their consciences, people fed a
steady diet of propaganda did not have knowledge upon which to make
sensible decisions.

The importance of freedom and truth-telling for the integrity of Bap-
tist Christianity rests upon the doctrine of the priesthood of the believer,
which begins with the Bible’s account of creation. God created human
beings in God’s own image, so they might have a loving relationship
with God. In order for that loving relationship to be authentic, God en-
dowed human beings with free will. They could have been “pro-
grammed” to exhibit loving actions toward God, but if that love were not
freely offered, it would not be true love, and it would not reflect a true
relationship. Instead, being truly human means having a self will that
can accept or reject God’s love. Only in that context is God’s love au-
thentically reciprocated.

Consequently, individuals do not need another person, or priest, to
mediate their relationships with God. As each person is free, each person
is accountable for the relationship she or he maintains with God. And
just as with human relationships, the divine/human relationship is built
upon intimate knowledge. For that relationship to grow and develop, it
must be informed through prayer, Bible study and reflection.

Intimate Christian ré€lationships do not, however, exist in a vacuum.
Believers bring their personal relationships with God as they worship,
fellowship and cooperate in churches and denominations. That’s why, to
have integrity, Baptists must honor the “priest” that dwells within the
heart of each believer. Otherwise, we violate the primary relationship.
Baptists historically have honored that relationship by affirming individ-
ual convictions, interpretations and beliefs, which collectively are man-
ifest through democratic decision-making.

On the local level, Baptist life typically is intimate enough so that
adequate information is shared through natural structures. We go to meet-
ings, listen to announcements and read our church newsletters. We also
talk among our friends and find out what’s going on.

In the larger spheres of Baptist life, communication is a complex and
demanding enterprise. State and national conventions are too large for
participants to gather all the information they need simply by participat-
ing in convention programs and organizations. Individuals cannot know
everyone else and glean sufficient knowledge through announcements
and networking.

Nevertheless, Baptist conventions still function through essentially
the same democratic processes as do congregations. Participants, as mes-
sengers, gather in annual session to conduct the business of the conven-
tion. They also contribute a portion of their tithes and offerings to sup-
port its ongoing work. And they volunteer their time, talents and efforts
to conduct its ministries and fulfill its mission. In order for the conven-
tion’s constituency to participate effectively and commit themselves ful-
ly, they must be well-informed regarding events, issues and challenges
which confront and impact the convention. And in order for the demo-
cratic process to have integrity, their information must be accurate, fair
and thorough. This requires a free and unfettered press.

The denominational press in the convention plays a role similar to
secular media in the nation. Just as citizens must understand public is-
sues, members of Baptist churches must know the details behind de-

nominational developments and convention proposals. If any democra-
cy is to function with integrity, the people must have access to accurate
information upon which they make up their minds, cast their votes and
determine to commit themselves. Control of the press thwarts any de-
mocracy, because decisions based on phony information do not authen-
tically reflect the will of the people. The contrived outcomes of political
processes shaped by propaganda reflect tyranny, not of the press, but of
those who depend upon it for their information. Even if manipulators of
the news succeed in winning votes, they risk losing support of constitu-
ents who lose trust in a non-credible system.

Fortunately, Baptists are beneficiaries of a long history of free speech
and truth-telling. Thomas Helwys, one of Baptists’ celebrated forebears,
was jailed and died in an English prison for penning a tract on religious
freedom. Early American Baptists helped secure the First Amendment—
which protects freedom of religion and of the press—to the U.S. Consti-
tution. Early Baptist newspapers were privately owned, rambunctious,
opinionated—but free.

Unfortunately, recent years have been hard on Baptist truth-telling.
But truth-telling always has been costly. Prophets were imprisoned for
telling the truth. Apostles were martyred for telling the truth. Jesus hung
on a cross because he told the Ultimate Truth. So, we shouldn’t be sur-
prised when truth tellers suffer.

Our problem started before we even knew it. Back in the good-ol’
days—the early decades of this century, when efficiency and expedien-
cy dictated that the denomination, through the national and state conven-
tions, acquire the press. State conventions bought their papers, and the
SBC Executive Committee created Baptist Press. The system worked
pretty well during times of consensus. However, with few exceptions,
the Southern Baptist news operation was a company store. And when

politics overtook the company and politicians tended the store, freedom |

and truth-telling were taken off the shelves.

We could spend more time talking about that, for truth-telling is cru-
cial to the integrity of any denomination that claims to be democratic.
We should advocate truth-telling and demand freedom to report the truth.
That is good and noble work. But it is only part of the job.

We also must advocate and participate in truth-telling much closer to
home. If truth-telling ever ceases to be a hallmark of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, the KBC will have lost its credibility. If our churches
ever stop being places where people are free to seek and speak the truth,
no longer will they possess integrity.

Pastors must be free to preach the unfettered word of God as revealed
by the Holy Spirit. Likewise, laypeople must be free to interpret Scrip-
ture and express their convictions, as the Holy Spirit leads.

We also must be free to:

B State who we are, what we stand for and where we understand God
is leading us.

M Tell the truth about what is working—and not working—in our
churches.

B Talk about race—about how so many of us who are white inter-
preted the O.J. Simpson trial and the Million Man March so differently
from African Americans. And why.

B Speak openly among ourselves and seek solutions to the problems
facing our nation, including—but not limited to—the widening gap be-
tween rich and poor, teen pregnancy, fatherlessness, youth violence, drug
abuse, incivility, greed, apathy, covetousness, illiteracy and poverty,
abortion, euthanasia, epidemic gambling, callousness and boredom.

B Seek and express biblical answers to all contemporary challenges,
and acknowledge that people will find different biblical answers.

B Disagree over hymns vs. praise choruses.

B Proclaim God created all people—men and women; “red, brown,
yellow, black and white”—as equals.

B Dig in and study, discuss, debate, work on, do, undo, redo, try and
try, try again to tackle all the issues that are important to the spmtual
emotional and physical lives of God’s children.

B Seek the truth, wherever truth leads us.

Truth may be as explosive and dangerous as gasoline. But entrusted
to God-loving, Christ-honoring brothers and sisters, it’s just as powerful
too. It’s the fuel that sets us free.

Marv Knox

Baptists’
congregational
polity, like any
democracy,
becomes a sham if
individual members
do not have
sufficient
knowledge upon
which to base their
participation. In
such a context—
devoid of a free
flow of accurate
information—the
integrity of any
democratic
organization
crumbles.
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“] see a child
hurting
desperately. | see
a family about to
fall apart. As
Kentucky Baptists,
we’ve got to find a
~ way to respond.”
Curtis Mooney, president

of Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children

LISTENING EAR Curtis
Mooney, president of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children, strolls across one
of the children’s home
campuses with two youths.

Children’s home work growing by Ieaps & bounds

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Much like the
thousands of young people the agen-
cy serves, Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children is growing by leaps and
bounds.

During the 1994-95 fiscal year,
more than 2,200 people received care
through the agency’s 126-year-old
ministry. According to President Cur-
tis Mooney’s annual report, this fig-
ure represents a 206 percent increase
over the 1992-93 year.

The area of most noticeable
growth occurred through Cornerstone
Counseling, a professional Christian
counseling ministry dedicated to
helping individuals, couples and fam-
ilies solve problems.

With 15 offices across Kentucky,
Cornerstone counselors were able to
counsel 1,329 individuals or families
this year, up from only 151 in 1992-
1993.

Also in the 1994-95 year:

B Residential living provided
homes for 630 children and youth—
offering a total of 69,530 days of care
through seven residential homes and
numerous foster homes around the
state. |

0§ Family foster care specialists
from Pikeville to Paducah worked
with 100 children.

Il First Step Pregnancy Counseling
and Adoption provided counseling
for 104 birth parents. Through this
program, 10 children found perma-
nent homes through adoption.

§ The Center for Independence
helped 51 youth through its indepen-
dent living skills program. Twenty-
five individuals were served through
the college and career ministry; nine
others participated in the transitional
living apartment program.

I The family preservation pro-
gram, aimed at helping families stay

;
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together while working through prob-
lems, began in southern Kentucky.

And the numbers include spiritual
growth as well, the agency reports:
During the 1994-1995 year, 67 young
people publicly professed their faith
in Jesus Christ through the agency’s
ministry, while 23 rededicated their
lives to Christ.

Brenda Gray, vice president for
development and communication, at-
tributed the agency’s growth to the
commitment and vision for ministry
shared by Mooney and the board of
directors.

“My vision is that Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children be a ministry
that addresses needs across Kentucky
in whatever ways we can,” Mooney
said. “I see a child hurting desperate-
ly. I see a family about to fall apart.
As Kentucky Baptists, we’ve got to
find a way to respond.”

Mooney credited staff members
invested in and committed to their
work as an important reason for the
agency’s growth.

“We are extremely fortunate and
blessed to have people who really
want to work here,” Mooney said.
These are people who have the call-
ing and the skills for professional
Christian ministry, he explained.

Another reason for the growth lies
in the intentional effort to expand the
ministry regionally—to make a con-
tinuum of care accessible to a broad
range of people in every geographic
region of the state, Gray said.

Of course, the growth also de-
pends upon continued support for the
agency’s work by churches and indi-
viduals across the state, Gray and
Mooney said.

“The bottom line is: Kentucky
Baptists care about children and fam-
ilies,” Mooney said.

The Cornerstone Counseling of-
fices exemplify the commitment of
agency leadership to offer care across

-

CORNERSTONE COUNSELING Key figures in the Cornerstone Counseling center in
Owensboro include Jane Parker, director of Cornerstone Counseling; Joe Bob Pierce,
counselor at the Owensboro center; and Tony Rodgers, a minister at Yellow Creek Baptist
Church and chair of the center’s advisory committee.

the state, and they represent a unique
partnership between Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children and various
local groups.

The local groups, mostly Baptist
associations, provide office space,
volunteer receptionists and scholar-
ship funds to ensure counseling is
available to everyone with a need.
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
provides professional counselors and
clinical management.

Joe Bob Pierce, one of the few full-
time counselors working through
Cornerstone Counseling, said his
work at the Owensboro center creat-
ed an ideal match.

“This was an interest to me be-
cause it had a lot of advantages for me
as a pastor and counselor,” said
Pierce, who merged his private prac-
tice after agreeing to staff the Corner-
stone Counseling office. “It gave me
an institutional base in Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children” and provid-
ed a way to offer services to people
based on their ability to pay, he said.

“Ever since we opened the ofﬁce,
it’s been real exciting and real hectic,”
Pierce added. “We've already added
one counselor, and this is only our
third month.”

Tremendous growth also is occur-
ring through children’s and youth ser-
vices in the state’s southern region,
where George Page is director.

The first facility in the southern
region developed when Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children obtained
a small, private treatment shelter in
Somerset that otherwise would have
closed. The shelter now serves up to
12 boys and girls who need care out-
side their own homes.

The next step, Page said, was to
hire a foster care specialist. Three
families in the Somerset area current-
ly serve as foster families, and four
more are completing training, he said.

Two new programs now under-
way have generated tremendous en-
thusiasm, Page explained: the family
preservation program and wilderness
camping. )

Family preservation is designed to
help families who are at high risk of
having one or more children removed
from their homes. Through the pro-
gram, Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children staff member help the fami-
lies overcome problems and learn
new skills in a effort to build a healthy
home environment.

Workers spend about 20 hours a
week with the families in their homes.
They help clean and cook, discuss
parenting and communication skills
and refer families to agencies who can
help with more specific problems.

“This is the first time a Christian
agency has been awarded this type of
contract with the state,” said Page,
who formerly worked in social servic-
es through the state of Kentucky.
“This gives us a chance to witness and
share our faith as well as help them
through a crisis.”

Wilderness camping is a 24-bed
residential treatment program for
teenagers that helps them overcome
troubled pasts through outdoor-living
activities to build self-confidence and
various types of professional counsel-
ing. :

The needs of today’s children dif-
fer vastly from the youth Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children helped
125 years ago, Gray said.

When the agency began, children
needed a home because they had been
orphaned by the Civil War or were in
danger from poverty. Today’s chil-
dren represent far different needs—
many stemming from abuse, neglect
or family crises such as drug prob-
lems or domestic violence.

“And we are building a continuum
of care to meet their needs,” Gray ex-
plained.

“We get support from every coun-
ty in the state, and from 1,800 church-
es,” Mooney explained. “We feel like
we need to offer help in as many of
those areas as we can.”

“We’ve grown very fast,” Gray
echoed. “We’ve stretched our re-
sources to the limit, and we’ve taken
real risks. ... We’re dependent on the
commitment of others.”

Prayers, material items of need and
money donated by Kentucky Baptists
keep the ministry going, Gray ex-
plained. One crucial aspect of the
agency’s support is its annual
Thanksgiving offering observed each
November around the staie.

The theme for this year’s offer-
ing—"“All God’s Children”—under-
scores the philosophy of ministry of-
fered through Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children, Gray said.

“For me, just as they’re all God’s*”
children, they’re also all my children,
and they’re also all your children,”
she said. “We are God’s arms, reach-
ing out to them with love and care.”



Once- chlldless couple now has 16 children

By Melanie Childers
Staff Writer

GRAND RIVERS—Two years
ago, Mark and Debbie Gill had decid-
ed children were not part of God’s
plan for their lives. Now they have
become parents 16 times, through
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren’s foster parent program.

“We were physically unable to
have children,” Debbie Gill said. And
despite their sincere desire, all at-

tempts to adopt a child during their 20.

years of marriage had collapsed.

On one occasion, the Kentucky
Baptist couple traveled all the way to
Oklahoma to realize their dream of
adopting. After signing the legal doc-

uments, they spent the day shopping

at the mall, proudly carrying their new
son and beginning to think of them-
selves as parents.

But the next day, before they could
check out of the hotel and return to
Kentucky, the birth mother and her
attotney met them to tell them she had
changed her mind.

Heartbroken, the couple had to re-
turn the child.

After such disappointment, the
Gills were ready to give up. That was
when they saw a newspaper ad placed
by Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren inviting adults to attend an infor-
mational meeting concerning foster
parenting. They decided to go.

“Once we got into the training and
assessed our own strengths and needs,
we felt like it was the right thing to
do,” she said.

They were licensed in October
1993, and their first children arrived
in January 1994.

The Gills” world immediately un-

Mark and Debbie Gill

derwent revolutionary changes.

“We were frightened at first. After
20 years with no children, we’ve had
to make a lot of adjustments,” Gill
acknowledged.

“We went from sitting on the
couch at 10 o’clock and saying ‘Let’s
go out for a piece of pie’—to just hop-
ing we’d make it to 10 o’clock,” she
said in a tone of exhaustion.

In less than two years, the couple
has served as a foster family for 16
children, ranging in age from 1 to 16.

“It’s the hardest thing I've ever
done,” Gill said. “But I can’t imagine
going back.”

Their days begin early, helping
children get ready for school. And
every afternoon presents a different
schedule for counseling, tutoring and
extra-curricular activities.

The children also receive lots of
love and attention from their church,
Grand Rivers Baptist, where Mark
Gill is pastor.

One of the biggest adjustments
was learning parenting skills. “Not
having had children, the training
seemed confusing,” Debbie Gill said.
“Just listening, some of it didn’t make
sense. But now, we’re using it every

day.”

Gill said most children come to
them petrified after sustaining such
problems as abuse, neglect, broken
homes or death in the family. Many
have behavioral problems and will
“push and push and push” against the
boundaries set by the parents. Often it
takes time before they trust the Gills.

However, after months of consis-
tent parental love and care, offering
them a chance to heal and be heard,
without fear of being hurt, the chil-
dren begin to come to grips with their
own emotions, she said.

Slowly, the children show signs of
self confidence. Their entire outlook
changes as they improve at school,
learn responsible behavior and find
happiness.

“There’s nothing any greater than
seeing them make those major steps,”
Gill said. “You’ve had a part in giv-
ing a child an opportunity to live.”

The Gills capitalize on the support
and continuing education offered
through Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children, always looking for ways to
improve their skills.

“Kids need a mom and a dad,” Gill
said. “That’s what we are.”

An unexpected twist to the Gills’
journey is that they currently are in the
process of adopting two of the chil-
dren for whom they have been foster
parents. They will continue offering
foster care even after the adoption.

“It’s a double miracle from God,”
Gill said of the adoption option. “We
didn’t go into foster care expecting to
be able to adopt.

“Mark and I are so blessed. We
have good friends and a strong sup-
port system. It would be a shame for
us not to do it.”

Retirees find labor of love as foster parents

Continued from page 1

care much longer than usual—about
six months. Through mutual friends,
they and the adoptive couple became
acquainted before the placement was
finalized.

“We had named the little girl
Amy,” Turnbow explained. “But we
found out that the adoptive couple
was going to name the girl Hope. So

for the last month she was with us, we *

called her ‘Amy-Hope’ to help her get
used to hearing her new name.”

“We still call her that today, and
she’s 8 years old now,” Turnbow said
through tears. “When the family
adopted the little girl, they adopted us
too.” The two families spend time to-
gether regularly, she said.

Facing “placement day”—the day
the Turnbows present their foster
child to his or her new parents—cre-
ates mixed feelings, Turnbow said.

“We usually start out the day by
giving the baby a bath and putting on
the prettiest clothes we have,” she
said. “We usually get to the children’s
home a little early so we can go on
in” before the adoptive couple arrives.

After the documents have been
signed, the Turnbows present the
child to the new parents. A brief cere-
niony of dedication follows.

“It’s a lot of excitement,” she said.
“There are tears, but they’re tears of
joy, not sadness.”

However, Turnbow did acknowl-

edge the house seems uncomfortably
quiet when they return from place-
ment day. “It’s a bitter-sweet day,”
she concluded.

On Hope’s placement day, the
Turnbows had to drive from Western
Kentucky, where Turnbow’s mother-
in-law had just died, to Middletown
to present the child to her new parents.
Afterward, they immediately returned

FAMILY OUTING Foster parents 0.B. and Norma Turnbow enjoy a bicnic with a foster
child and other foster families affiliated with Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children.

to Western Kentucky to partlclpate in
the funeral.

Turnbow said the adoptive couple
told them later how worried they were
for the Turnbows, “because we had
experienced two losses in one day,”

- she said. “Our response to that was

there was so much love in that room
when we gave Hope to her parents
that it was not a loss.”
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Buck Run Church produces
an entire family nf mlmsters

{ By Joyce Sweeney Marlin
. Staff Wnter ‘

, FRANKFORT—When the Z.T. and Vivian Lester family
gathers for Thanksgiving dinner this year, they will count
among their blessings the events of Nov. 5.

That night, three members of their family were ordained to
the gospel ministry at Buck Run Baptist Church—father Z.T.
and sons Todd and Jerry. Two other sons participated in the
ordination service.

The evening not only was a celebratlon of family but of
church, according to son Terry, who is pastor of First Baptist
Church in London. He preached the ordination sermon.

“We dedicated each of our four sons to God before they
were born,” Vivian said. “l feel very humble and grateful to
God for using my husband and sons in his service.”

Z.T. and Vivian Lester gave their sons “firm spiritual
foundations,” Terry Lester said. And they expected the family
to be in church “all the time.”

The Lesters not only taught their children to “put God
before anyone and anything,” but they modeled a “ministry
team,” Terry Lester said.

“My mom most likely will never have ‘Rev.’ placed before
her name, but (God already has stamped ‘Real Minister’ beside
her name,” he said in the ordination sermon.

Buck Run and Pastor Bob Jackson in particular have been

“our spiritual family for a long time,” both Vivian and Terry
Lester said.
To illustrate:
- B Terry Lester was ordained by Buck Run in 1978.

B ZT. Lester, a retired public school administrator, has
served as minister of music at the church since 1971.

B Todd Lester has served as minister of youth at Buck Run
for seven years. After graduation from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary last May, he became the minister to
students, seniors and recreation at the church.

i Jerry Lester, minister of music at First Baptist Church in
Danville, made public his call to ministry at Buck Run.

1 A fourth son, Tim Lester, also spent his formative years
at Buck Run. Today, he is a composer and recording artist.
During the ordination service, he and his wife, Maria, sang a
song which Tim composed for the occasion. Maria is minister
of music at First United Methodist Church in Versailles.

B Vivian Lester has served as pianist at Buck Run and has
worked with her husband in the music ministry.

By Marv Knox
Editor

right of charitable organizations to is-
sue gift annuities has been ruled a
class action, a determination that
could have billion-dollar ramifica-
tions for charities, including Ken-
tucky Baptist institutions.

In response, leaders of charities are
asking Baptists and other people of
faith to promote proposed laws that
would protect those charities from
hostile suits. :

U.S. District Judge Joe Kendall of
Wichita Falls, Texas, has sided with a
woman who has sued to prevent her
great aunt from donating the aunt’s
estate to a Lutheran foundation.

Attorneys for Dorothy Ozee of
Wichita Falls contend a charitable gift
annuity is a “commercial” arrange-
ment that should be regulated by state
banking and insurance laws.

Charitable gift annuities have been
used to raise money for non-profit or-
ganizations for about 150 years. They
are arrangements that allow donors to
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A federal lawsuit challenging the

Church, pastor grow together in 26 years

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

GRAY HAWK—When Ronald
Rose first laid eyes on Gray Hawk
Baptist Church, he thought it was “the
most God-forsaken place” he had
ever seen.

And when, a few weeks later, the
church in rural Jackson County called
Rose as pastor, Kentucky Baptist
Convention Mountain Missions Di-
rector Bob Jones had serious doubts
the youthful Rose could make it.

But that was almost 26 years ago,
.and both Rose and Jones have had
plenty of time to change their minds.

In fact, it only took a walk through
the front door of the run-down build-
ing for Rose to adjust his thinking.

“I found people who were so
warm, loving and kind. I had a won-
derful time,” he said. He came to love
the people so much he accepted the
call to be their pastor not once but
twice.

And Jones. changed his mind as
soon as he met Rose. “Once I caught
his spirit, my doubts were allayed. He
had exceptional skills for such a
young man.”

When a pastor and people have
been together for almost a quarter-
century, they tell stories of their years

- together as if they happened yester-

day. One of those stories is about how
Rose came to be pastor of the church
the second time.

After serving the Gray Hawk
church for more than four years, Rose
moved to a church in Owensboro,
where he stayed for three years.

One night at 2 a.m., he received a
phone call from Billy Wright, the
chairman of the pastor search com-
mittee at Gray Hawk. It seemed that
at 11:30 p.m. the previous night,
Wright had called together the pastor
‘search committee and they had agreed
to ask Rose to return to Gray Hawk.

Wright told Rose, “T’ve lost four
nights sleep over you, and I’m not los-

give money to charities and receive
income in return, usually at a tax ad-
vantage, until death. After death, the
gift is the property of the charity.

Ozee’s suit claims the distribution
of actuarial tables by the American
Council on Gift Annuities violates
antitrust laws. The council’s tables are
used by most U.S. charities to calcu-
late payment rates for the annuities.

According to the suit, charities that
use the same tables to determine their
payment rates engage in price-fixing.
Consequently, Ozee’s attorneys
asked Kendall to declare the suit a
class action in order to impact the full
range of charitable organizations that
cooperate with the council.

Kendall’s ruling broadened the
case to cover all charities that have
been sponsors of the council and have
issued charitable gift annuities or
“other life income products” since
Dec. 30, 1990, whose payout rates
were the rates set by the council.

His decision means charities may
be required to return billions of dol-
lars in contributions, as well as pay
damages equal to triple the amount of

ing any more.”

“When I hung up the phone, a
peace rolled over me,” Rose said.

When Rose got back to Gray
Hawk, he found an “almost entirely
different church” than the one he had
left three years before. And, he too,
had changed.

Both he and the church had been
through some tough times; both had
experienced “growing pains,” he said.

Both had “a new vision of the
Lord’s work.”

And so began another story—the
vision of a new house of worship. For
several years, lack of space had ham-
pered growth. Attendance would
reach 70 to 80 and then slide.

About six months after Rose re-
turned, the church formed a building
committee. For nine months the
building committee met monthly to
do “nothing but pray and seek the
leadership of the Lord,” Rose said.

After they felt secure in God’s
leadership, they began looking for
land. Although land adjacent to the
church was their first choice, it was
not available. So they took an option
on 12 acres up the road.

When the elderly woman who
owned the land adjacent to the church
learned about that, she asked the
church not to exercise the option until
she talked with her daughters.

That weekend, she told the church
she would sell them what they need-
ed. They marked off an acre and paid
her $15,000.

Then there are the stories of build-
ing. Rose remembers well the busi-
ness meeting when the church consid-
ered building.

“I didn’t have the faith the people
had,” he confessed. “I pointed out that
if we voted to build, the interest pay-
ments would be bigger than our
present income.”

And then Deacon Ernest Chuck
put it all in perspective. “Brother
Ron,” he said. “I don’t want to be
smart, but cost has nothing to do with

original contributions.

With the judge’s action “American,

philanthropy was thrust into what as-
suredly is its darkest hour,” claimed
Terry Simmons, president of Charita-
ble Accord, an organization formed to
promote state and federal legislation
that will protect charities against pos-
sible harm from the lawsuit and sub-
sequent suits.

The effect of the suit potentially

could reach deep into Kentucky Bap- -

tist life, added Laurie Valentine, trust
counsel for the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation.

“Statewide, it could have a major
impact,” Valentine said, noting chari-
table gift annuities have been popular
fund-raising devices for many years.

Charitable Accord, the coalition of
charities, has asked supporters of
charitable organizations to promote
legislation designed to protect the
charities.

Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison and
Christopher Dodd have introduced
the Charitable Giving Protection Act
of 1995 (S. 978) in the Senate. In the
House of Representatives, Reps. Hen-

it. It wouldn’t matter if it cost a mil-
lion dollars. We’ve got to determine
if it is the will of the Lord.”

Rose melted. “I stand corrected,”
he told his congregation. It was “like
the Holy Spirit invaded the place,”
Rose said.

Deacon Bob Smith stood to speak.
“I was on the grounds when this
church was organized,” the 80-year-
old said. “I saw every one of my kids
make professions of faith in Christ
here. I remember when times were so
hard we had to bring coal and wood
from home to fill the pot-bellied
stove.”

With tear-filled eyes, Smith turned
to look at the congregation, “This
building means so much to me, but
brothers and sisters, it’s time to move
on. I move that we build.”

Moderator Tye Brumback went
row by row, asking if each member
would pledge their attendance,
prayers and financial support. The
vote to build was unanimous.

Two years later, in November
1980, the building was dedicated. The
church quickly grew to more than 170
in worship. The first year in the build--
ing, baptisms rose from the usual four
or five per year to 29.

By 1990, the $200,000 debt plus
$100,000 interest had been paid in
full. The annual budget had increased
to $63,000. And the church which had
received more than three-fourths of its
financial support from the Kentucky
Baptist Convention since 1951 now
was fully self-supporting.

Today, the church still averages
about 170 in attendance, partly due to
the large number of people who leave
the county each year to find employ-
ment. ;

But Gray Hawk is not a church fix-
ated on its past. It is fashioning a vi-
sion for the future. “We want to be
more responsive to our community,”
Rose said. In a county where 70 per-
cent of the population is unchurched,
there is still plenty of work to be done.

Federal lawsuit could threaten Kentucky Baptist agencies

ry Hyde and John Conyers have in-
troduced the Charitable Gift Annuity
Antitrust Relief Act of 1995 (H.R.
2525), and Reps. Jack Fields, Thomas
Bliley, Edward Markey and John
Dingell have sponsored the Philan-
thropy Protection Act of 1995 (H.R.
2519).

The proposed legislation “will pro-
vide the tools necessary to terminate
the current litigation and make it pos-
sible for charitable organizations to
once again freely offer gift annuities,”
Hyde predicted.

Support for these bills is needed
desperately, noted Charles Barnes of
Louisville, chairman of the board of
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation.

Both Barnes and Charitable Ac-
cord’s Simmons have asked Baptists
to contact their senators and represen-
tatives, requesting them to support
these bills.

The address for senators is United
States Senate, Washington, D.C.
20510. The address for representa-
tives is United States House of Rep-
resentatives, Washington, D.C.
20515.
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Elizabethtown dry vote hoosts temperance movement:

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LOUISVILLE (BP)—When vot-
ers in Elizabethtown turned back a re-
cent effort to legalize liquor sales, it
marked Claude Witt’s sixth victory in
seven tries during the 1990s.

The Temperance League of Ken-
tucky executive director was nowhere
near the voting booth Oct. 3 in Eliza-
bethtown, located 45 miles south of
Louisville. Yet he helped map out or-
ganization and strategy for the volun-
teer force that convinced 59 percent of
the voters to keep the city dry.

Arguing about liquor sales might
seem a moot issue more than 60 years
after Congress repealed Prohibition.
Not to Witt, program chairman for the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com-
mission and a member of Louisville’s
Farmdale Baptist Church.

“I don’t think it’s been lost,” he said
of the temperance movement’s cam-
paign to turn Americans away from
the bottle. “Every time I’m successful
in winning a wet-dry vote, I’ve won a
victory for the Lord.

“I don’t know how many people
would lose their lives, families or jobs
if a community goes wet,” he said. “In
Elizabethtown, there could have been
34 package stores. I know from past
battles that the town would have need-
ed increased jail space and police, and
seen more court cases and emergency
room visits.”

That is a message spread nation-
wide by a federation of 36 state tem-
perance organizations and 22 denomi-
nations in the American Council on
Alcohol Problems. It has century-old
roots in the temperance and anti-sa-
loon leagues, the male counterparts to
the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union.

Based in St. Louis, Mo., ACAP has
strong Southern Baptist involvement;
19 of the 36 statewide temperance or-

Be ready for a

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

ELIZABETHTOWN (BP)—After
fighting successfully this fall to keep
Elizabethtown dry, participants in the
all-volunteer temperance effort say
those who face similar measures in
their own city or county should be
prepared for a nasty fight.

The best approach for alcohol-ab-
stinence advocates is sticking to safety
issues and facts about the damage
caused by alcohol abuse, advised the
volunteer coordinator for Elizabeth-
town’s steering committee.

“The newspaper and everyone who
wrote letters (to the editor) kept refer-
ring to church people trying to domi-
nate people’s thinking,” said Roy

~ Keith, a member of Severns Valley
Baptist Church. “In today’s world, the
less ‘churchy’ a campaign the better.”

Local committees may obtain assis-
tance from the Temperance League of
Kentucky. Director Claude Witt met
several times with the Elizabethtown
ministerial association and citizens last
summer.

Though he counseled them on pre-
cinct organization and how to obtain

ganizations are headed by Southern
Baptist pastors, for example.

“Prohibition wasn’t a failure,” said
Curt Scarborough, ACAP’s executive
director since 1987 and president of
the Christian Civic Foundation, which
fights booze in Missouri. He cited sta-
tistics showing per-capita alcohol con-
sumption dropped from 2.6 gallons the
year before Prohibition began to about
half a gallon in the midst of the 12-
year-long dry period.

“The consumption rate and crime
rate went down drastically,” Scarbor-
ough said. “The reality of what hap-
pened and how it’s been portrayed are
two different things because of the
number the media has done on us. Dis-
eases like cirrhosis of the liver and the
numbers of people in prison and men-
tal hospitals all went down.”

A member of suburban First Bap-
tist Church of O’Fallon, Mo., Scarbor-
ough was a pastor in three states over a
20-year period before joining the tem-
perance movement in 1975. He got
involved through writing curriculum,
with education remaining one of
ACAP’S primary thrusts.

Since approximately 80 percent of
the American public uses alcohol, tem-

perance groups don’t advocate a return -

to Prohibition. Instead, they stress ab-
stinence as the best lifestyle, Scarbor-
ough said, while working on legisla-
tive remedies to reduce public outlets
for beer, wine and liquor.

Among its victories are restoration
of the drinking age nationally to 21, the
1993 increase in federal excise taxes
on beer and wine and passage of legis-
lation mandating warning labels on al-
cohol packaging, the ACAP leader
said.

- The federation is now pushing to
restrict television advertising aimed at
underage drinkers, a fight Scarbor-
ough said can be won. At heart,
though, he would like to see beer and
wine ads go the way of cigarette ad-

vernsmg, which were banned from the.
airwaves 25 years ago.

The group also supports decreasing
the blood-alcohol levels that constitute
drunk driving. While most states set
between .08 and .10 percent content as
the legal limit, ACAP argues it should
be lowered to .04.

That could be done federally by
withholding highway funding, the
method used to raise the drinking age,
Scarborough said. But he sees that as
unlikely because of the current politi-
cal trend against federal mandates to
states.

The group also works to enlist and
unite churches in opposing liquor. Ap-
proximately 60 temperance and de-
nominational leaders—including Ri-
chard Land, executive director of the
Christian Life Commission—met in
St. Louis in September for its summit
on alcohol problems.

The group drafted a statement
which warned that alcohol is a poten-
tially addicting drug, is a significant
factor in social disruption and is a ma-
jor cause of premature death, disease
and injury. It also outlined a four-point
plan of cooperation calling for church-
es to:

l Reach out to bring hope to alco-
holics and families which are dysfunc-
tional because of alcohol problems.

B Launch educational programs for
all ages to warn of alcohol’s dangers
and help counteract the social pres-
sures which glamorize its use.

B Support increased controls on ad-
vertising, lowering of blood-alcohol
levels for drunk driving and higher tax-
es to cover the economic social costs
caused by consumption.

0 Advocate an alcohol-free lifestyle
for their members.

Despite ACAP’s status as a clear-
inghouse for national legislative and
educational efforts, Scarborough said
the primary opportunity to publicize its
work via the news media comes dur-

fight, liquor opponents warn

information from state agencies, and
provided a list of registered voters,
Witt said Elizabethtown’s people were
responsible for the success. -

“We try to make it as local as it can
be,” Witt said. “We don’t want (oppo-
nents) saying someone from outside
spearheaded this. Once we help groups
get going, we fade into the wood-
work.

After meeting with Witt, an nad-hoc
citizens’ group sponsored a rally at
Severns Valley Baptist Church and
formed a group called KIDS, an acro-
nymn for Keep It Dry and Sale-free.
To guide the organization, they select-
ed a six-member steering committee of
three pastors and three lay members.
Besides Keith, the other Southern Bap-
tist on that committee was prayer co-
ordinator Rick Trumbo, a member of
Berean Baptist Church.

Keith said 400 people volunteered
at the rally and nearly all played some
kind of role in the campaign. A tele-
phone committee contacted 70 percent
of the 12,000 registered voters, anoth-
er erected 1,500 “vote no” signs and
one group led a drive that gained a 2-1
dry edge among. absentee voters. On
election day, the transportation com-

mittee shuttled more than 100 voters
to the polls.

During: the campaign, KIDS also
supplied the public with information
about the dangers of alcohol. For ex-
ample, it cited Hardin County’s acci-
dent rate, the state’s lowest for coun-
ties over 50,000 in population. Neigh-
boring wet counties’ accident rates
range from 31 percent to 260 percent
higher, said Johnny Melloan, an adver-
tising executive who directed KIDS’
publicity campaign. ‘

However, he added, despite efforts
to stress safety issues and avoid reli-
gious and moral grounds, opponents
routinely distorted their positions.

“It’s not a very nice thing,” said
Melloan, a Christian Church member.
“In many instances, when we put out
documented facts, the newspaper at-
tacked it like it was the most mislead-
ing thing we could do.

“The main thing I learned is when
there’s dollars involved, people will
say and do anything,” Melloan ex-
plained. “We were attacked in the me-
dia in ways you see happen nationally.
I didn’t think it would happen in a nice,
conservatlve Mayberry -oriented type
town

ing tragedles ;
An alcohol-related car-bus crash

lives is one example, he said. Ironi-
cally, many of the victims lived in
Elizabethtown or surrounding Har-
din County.

“That’s the best time, when we
can lay something at the feet of the
alcohol 1ndustry that’s too big to be
ignored,” Scarborough said. “In my
state and city it’s nearly impossible
to get anything into the local press.
That’s the reason much of what we
do is through the Christian commu-
nity, pastors and the Christian press.”

Still, wet-dry battles in localities
across the country are best carried
out by statewide temperance councils
and local churches, Scarborough
said.

For Witt, that means a never-end-
ing string of such votes in Kentucky,
where 75 of the state’s 120 counties
are dry. Another 30 percent are
termed “moist,” where the county is
dry but a city within the county al-
lows liquor sales, he said.

Less than two weeks after Eliza-
bethtown voted, a woman in Dan-
ville declared her intent to form a
petition drive to legalize liquor there,
Witt said. In addition, another town
council in the state is rumored to be
considering legalizing sales.

Witt believes it is best for those
communities to stay dry, as Eliza-
bethtown has for the past 53 years.
Residents there voted to oust alcohol
in 1942, nine years after Congress
lifted the constitutional ban. He said
town residents reacted to widespread
disorderly conduct, drunken fights
and stabbings that accompanied the
return of liquor.

“The rosy picture the industry
tries to paint of alcohol is a myth,”
said Witt, whose father and uncle
died in accidents caused by drunk
drivers.

Alcohol facts

““Every time I'm

in Kentucky in 1988 that claimed 27 ' |1 succful n

winning a wet-dry
vote, I've won a
victory for the
Lord.”

Claude Witt, executive
director of the
Temperance League of
Kentucky
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MAY REPORT

Georgetown College Board of
Trustees: (1995 unexpired term: in-
state): T. Vaughn Walker

Executive Board

Allen (1995 unfilled vacancy): Floyd
Price

Caldwell-Lyon (1997 unfilled
vacancy): Deferred, only 1 nominee

Daviess-McLean (1997 unfilled
vacancy): Arthur R. Morris Jr.

Elkhorn (1997 unfilled vacancy):
Terrell Bradley

Greenup (1995 unexpired vacancy):
Stan Williams

Jackson Co. (1995 unfilled vacancy):
Deferred, no nominees submitted

Long Run (1995 unexpired
vacancies): Culley Enlow and
Delbert Watson; (1997 unfilled
vacancies): Charles Barnes and .
Johnnie Bailey :

Middle Fork (1995 unfilled vacancy):
Deferred, no nominees submitted

Pine Mountain (1996 unfilled
vacancy): Deferred, no nominees
submitted

Wayne Co. (1997 unfilled vacancy):
Vemon L. Clark

FALL REPORT 1995 BOARDS OF
AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Baptist Healthcare System
Terms ending 1999: Eugene Siler
Jr., Ned Buchanan, Kerry Harvey,
James Wieland and Raymond
Schnur Jr.; BHS elects: (1998
unexpired term): David Tillery;
(1999 term): Sidney Hopkins

Campbellsville College
Unexpired 1996 terms: in-state: J.
Chester Badgett and Ferrill G.
Gardner
Terms ending 1999: in-state: John
Chowning, Everette Lee, H.K.

- Cooper, Mary Frances May, O.D.
Hawkins and Norris O. Priest

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College
Terms ending 1999: in-state: Ralph
S. Coffman, Charles Evans, G.T.
Lilly, Don R. Mathis, Richard M.
Neal and Carl Ray Rice

Cumberland College
Terms ending 1999: in-state: Frank
A. Adkins Jr., Oscar Hornsby,
Amold Caddell, Paul Estes and
David Gardner
Terms ending 1999: out-of-state:
Orville Griffin and Josephine
Cochran

Georgetown College
Terms ending 1999: in-state: Jerry
Clanton, Lawrence Forgy, Randall
L. Fox, Maribeth Hambrick, Robert
Long, Paul J. Parks, John Pettus, T.
Vaughn Walker and Clyde Franklin
‘Ensor Jr.
Terms ending 1999: out-of-state:
Ernest Weston Florence and Daniel
D. Stancil

Historical Commission
Terms ending 1998: At-Large: Joe
Comwell; North Central Region:
Terry Wilder; Southeastern Region:
John Broome and Western Region:
Ray Cummins

Kentucky Baptist Foundation
Terms ending 1999: Roy H. Keith
Sr., William Burch Owen, Shirley
Taylor Spalding and M. A.
Winchester

Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children
Terms ending 1998: M. Lynn
Parrish, Thomas S. Stokes, A.
Bailey Taylor, Herbert Booth and
Jane Cross

Oneida Baptist Institute

Terms ending 1999: Martha Fay

_ Smith, Kenneth B. Bolin Jr., Oliver
Hawkins and George T. Waddle;
Two additional trustees (1999
terms): Patricia W. Walter and
Wayne Roberts

1995-96 Report of the KBC Committee on Nominations

Temperance League
Terms ending 1998: John Edward
Chowning, Wayne Hager, Jerry L.
Howerton, Dale S. Osman and Tyre
Denney

Western Recorder
Terms ending 1998: Frank Hatfield,
" Melinda G. Mays, William P.
Thurman and James A. Weaver

FALL REPORT
1995 EXECUTIVE BOARD
(All are 1998 terms, except as noted)

At-Large (Central): Donald R. Cole

" At-Large (North Central): Howard

E. Wilson

At-Large (Southeastern): Ray
Roaden

Allen: Floyd Price

Anderson: J. Tyre Denney

Bell: Jerry L. Tracy

Bethel: Gary K. Hughes

Blackford: Mary K. Buck

Blood River: Ronnie McPherson and
John M. Denham

Boone’s Creek: Marion Brewer and
William Bush '

Caldwell-Lyon: Ronnie N. Hooks;
1997 unfilled term: Bobby Jackson
Sr.

Central: Charles Edward Hamlin

Christian Co.: C. Michael Watts

Crittenden: Willie E. Ailstock ITI

Daviess-McLean: Unfilled

East Union: Unfilled

Elkhorn: Jay Davis Robison

Franklin: Timothy D. Menser

Graves Co: Royce Dukes

Grayson Co.: J.D. Morris

Green Valley: 1996 unexpired term:
Unfilled _

Greenup: Danny L. Russell, Harry P.
Sanders and Christopher J. Johnson;
1997 unexpired term: Stan Williams

. Jackson Co.: Unfilled

Laurel River: Gene Hurst

Lincoln Co.: Gary King

Little Bethel: Eric W. Nelson; 1996
unexpired term: T. Brodie Ambrose

Long Run: Culley Yates Enlow,
Morris R. Nacke, Michael Barley,
Samuel Roberts, William E.
Shoulta, Charles Davis and Donald
Zuberer; 1996 unexpired term: Jim
Holladay; 1997 unexpired term:
Shirley B. Taliaferro

McCreary Co.: Daryl L. Varble

Middle Fork: Unfilled

Monroe: David Mauney

Muhlenberg Co.: Curtis McGehee

North Concord: John Gibbons

Northern Kentucky: Herbert Booth,
Larry Davis, Keith Blair, Doug
Jones, and Randy Wallace

Ohio Co.: Dale Rouse

Owen Co.: O.D. Hawkins

Pike: 1996 unexpired term: Bob
Norman

Pulaski: David O. Bullock and Gilbert
Robinson

Severns Valley: Ronald R. Davis,
Odis W. Weaver and Jeannie Smith

Tates Creek: Rodger Davis

Taylor Co.: Unfilled

Three Forks: Unfilled

Warren: Paul M. Welch

West Kentucky: Gregory W.
McFadden; 1996 unexpired term:
Timothy A. Langford

West Union: Richard E. Edmiston

Preacher of 1996 Annual Sermon:
Ted Sisk; alternate: J.V. Case Sr.

Committee on Nominations
Ken Graham, chairperson, Donald
R. Cole, Geoffrey Lacefield, Eddie
Reynolds, Howard Wilson, Michael
C. Rogers, Mike Osborne, Wayne
Kuhner, Donald Coleman, Drew
Martin, Bob Rush, Lester Caldwell,
Carl Evans, Jerry Lowrie, James
Vandy, Dennis Plank, David
Wilkerson, John Nunley, Larry
Kemp, George “Buddy” Crabtree,
Archie Brock, Jerry Tooley, Scott
Ford, Guy Deane and Ex Officio
Members: Executive Secretary-
Treasurer: William W. Marshall,
Convention President: Billy
Comgzg_n

B Committee on Nominations

1997 terms:

Central Region: Billy Marcum

North Central Region: Gene
Crowder and Bill Crosby

Northeastern Region: Steve Rice

South Central Region: James
Jones and Kathleen Hall

Southeastern Region: Terry Lester

Southern Region: Curtis Duvall
and Mike Dunn

Southwestern Region: Willis
Henson and Ruth McConnell

Western Region: Jerry Tooley

B Committee on Arrangements
1998 terms: Bill Steele and Gerald
Sharon

B Committee on Constitution and
Bylaws
1998 terms: Frank James, Shirley
Taliaferro and Mike Rust

B Committee on Credentials
1997 terms: Guilford Clifton, Bob
Donovan and Tommy Tucker

B Committee on Order of Business
1998 terms: Mary Lou Crutcher and
Todd Toole

1995-96 Report of the KBC comittee on Committees

B Committee on Public Affairs
1997 terms: Wallace Kent and Terry
Freeman

B Committee on Resolutions
1997 terms: Jim Lewis and Don
Zuberer

H Persons to Report (1996)

Convention Wide Education:
Mike Williams

Home Mission Report: Gary
Southard ‘

Foreign Missions: John Edwards

Cooperative Program: Jewel Pruitt

Obituaries: Joe Tackett

Committee on Committees
Andy Reese, chairperson, Chris
Johnson, Gene Crowder, James
McKenzie, Ross Bauscher, Walter
Davis, Dee Spears and Gayle Toole;
Ex Officio members: Executive
Secretary-Treasurer: William W.
Marshall and Convention President:
Billy Compton
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By Dr. Kenneth W. Winters
President

od has his hand on Campbells-

ville College. We feel his pres-

ence every day and in every way,

and we are thankful for the many

blessings he has bestowed upon
us as one of Kentucky Baptists’ liberal arts
colleges.

Eight years ago, I came to Campbells-
ville College sensing the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance in my life to build a Christian institu-
tion worthy of the vision our founders had
in 1906. These past few years have been
challenging, exhilirating, frustrating, excit-
ing, moving and even mind-boggling.

It is with pleasure that I report to you, as
Kentucky Baptists, that your Baptist col-
lege in Campbellsville is alive and well and
is prepared to meet the Christian education-
al demands as we enter the third millenium.

During my time as president of Camp-
bellsville College, I have found that this
small, private college has been blessed by a
wealth of people who have supported its
mission of promoting the liberal arts tradi-
tion, the Christian heritage and of provid-
ing a quality education firmly grounded in
Christian principles. One reason we have
experienced such growth during these past
several years has been that we have not
strayed from our founders’ vision for this
college.

Most of you would agree that successful
organizations are ones that stand for some-
thing, and at Campbellsville College, we
stand for the finest Christian higher educa-
tion experience available in this nation.

I am pleased to announce that for the
eighth consecutive fall, Campbellsville has
experienced enrollment growth. During this
period, the college’s enrollment has soared
106 percent to 1,366 students, setting yet
another enrollment record. I cannot recall a
finer, more capable group of young men
and women than the ones who have entered
Campbellsville this fall. Our student body
represents 27 states, 19 nations and 90 Ken-
tucky counties. Among them are numerous
Governor’s Scholars and a National Merit
Scholarship finalist.

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College. :

The big story about our enrollment
growth, I believe, is that our residence hall
occupancy is up 9 percent over last year. In
1994 we were forced to place our students
in 12 houses the college owns because of
filled residence hall rooms. We thought we
had alleviated the problem this fall with the
addition of a new $3 million, 104-bed

men’s residence hall located on the south
end of campus.

Like the movie “A Field of Dreams”
stated, “Build it and they will come.” We
did, and they came. Even though we
opened our first residence hall constructed
since 1967, we had to place students not in
12 houses like the last time, but in 13!

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College.

In the area of advancement, we have
witnessed much success in our develop-
ment and public relations and marketing
programs. The Alumni Campaign for our
VISION 2000II capital campaign surpassed
its challenge goal of $800,000 with pledges
amounting to $820,000. Alumni giving,
combined from this and our other campaign
efforts, led to $1.5 million. Last May we
completed the second phase of our cam-
paign by surpassing the challenge goal by
more than $1 million, with $6.3 million
raised.

The college has received increased me-
dia attention across Kentucky and the na-
tion for its academic, athletic and extracur-
ricular programs. Nearly 80 percent of all
Kentucky newspapers featured at least one
story on the college this year. Media atten-
tion has led to coverage in national and re-
gional publications such as the Southern
Baptist Educator, the Chronicle of Philan-
thropy, Admissions Marketing Report,
Louisville Courier-Journal, Lexington Her-
ald-Leader, Western Recorder and Baptist
Press, and broadcast coverage by television
stations across Central Kentucky. One sto-
ry, prepared by WLEX-TV in Lexington,
led to distribution to all NBC affiliates
across America. :

Increased print and broadcast advertis-
ing also has directly resulted in more pro-
spective student inquiries and general pub-
lic awareness.

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College.

In our academic program we are proud
that U.S. News & World Report has listed
Campbellsville among the leading South-
ern liberal arts colleges and the John Tem-
pleton Foundation has named the College
among its elite 124 public and private insti-
tutions who were named to the 1995 Honor
Roll for Character Building Colleges. To
maintain that cutting edge, we have joined
a consortium of colleges in Kentucky, Ten-
nessee and Virginia who will send students
to London, England, for international stud-
ies. Such opportunities will only allow our
students and our academic program to
achieve greater heights.

Last January, the Commission on Col-
leges of the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools reaffirmed Campbells-
ville College’s accreditation. In further ac-
tion taken by the regional accrediting agen-
cy, Campbellsville’s membership was up-
graded to a Level III institution which al-
lows it to offer master’s degree programs.

- The one thing that was most outstanding
about this news was that the Commission
on Colleges found Campbellsville’s opera-
tion so sound in terms of its academic pro-
gram, its fiscal management, its administra-
tive support program and its extracurricu-
lar offerings for students, that the college
was not required to submit a follow-up re-
port: something that rarely happens.

In addition, our music program’s ac-
creditation with the National Association of
Schools of Music was reaffirmed for anoth-
er five years. Only three private college
music programs in Kentucky are accredit-
ed by NASM.

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College. ,

This year we also were blessed by

groups or individuals who became wonder-
ful ambassadors for the institution. Our Ti-
ger Marching Band, the largest church-af-
filiated private college marching band pro-
gram in the Southeast United States with
105 members, not only performed at all
home football games, but was the guest per-
forming band at several high school march-
ing band competitions across Central and
Western Kentucky.

Laura Sue Humphress, a senior at
Campbellsville, was a wonderful Christian
ambassador for the entire Commonwealth
of Kentucky this past year as she was
crowned Miss Kentucky—the third from
Campbellsville College since 1962. Wher-
ever her travels led her, Laura Sue was
quick to point out that her family, her
church and her experience at Campbells-
ville College helped her to accomplish such
a rare feat.

Several members of our faculty were
ambassadors as they were faithful to God’s
call to missions while participating in the
Kentucky Baptist-Russia partnership. This
experience has enriched their personal
Christian walk.

Last but certainly not least, several of
our students have and continue to be in-
volved with missions work across Ken-
tucky, the region, the nation and the world.
Making a difference in this world for Jesus
Christ is at the heart of what they seek to
leave on the lives they touch.

Rather than spending their spring break
on the sunny beaches of Florida, our Bap-
tist Student Union traveled to Georgia
where many lives were interrupted by hor-
rible spring flood waters. Not only were

buildings rebuilt, but the lives of these peo--

ple were healed by the loving message our
students and staff had to share. In addition,
Campbellsville College sent 41 students as

summer missionaries this year to places
near and far. The Campbellsville College
Singers, a missions music ensemble spon-
sored by our campus ministries area, per-
formed or led at nine church camps and at
34 churches. What ambassadors for Christ,
Kentucky Baptists and this college these
groups and individuals have been this year!

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College.

In September of this year, Campbells-
ville College dedicated two days to com-
memorate the 150th anniversary of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s role in
Christian higher education. The college was
the first Baptist college in the nation to an-
nounce specific plans to celebrate this mon-
umental occasion. The college hosted
choirs from Richmond First Baptist
Church, Walnut Street Baptist Church in

Louisville and Campbellsville Baptist
Church who were joined by our own inter-
nationally-acclaimed Collegiate Chorale,
Handbell Choir, Carpenter’s Apprentice
and Instrumental Ensemble in a choir festi-
val held at Campbellsville Baptist Church.
The choirs paid homage to the great hymns
which have blessed our spirits for many
generations. The following day, Dr. Arthur
Walker, retired executive director of the
Southern Baptist Convention Education
Commission, addressed our college com-
munity and guests on the heritage of the
SBC. :

God has his hand on Campbellsville
College.

Finally, I am pleased to announce that
the college is undertaking several construc-
tion projects this year. Such projects will
further enhance the beauty of the campus,
thus allowing us to attract students and
friends, and by creating an even finer atmo-
sphere for living and learning. In addition
to a new men’s residence hall which fea-
tures four-bedroom suites and private bath
and computer hook-ups, we will be creat-
ing a new tree-lined boulevard entranceway
to the campus, renovating Carter Hall into
an academic facility for our sciences, edu-
cation and humanities, constructing of an
addition to Gosser Fine Arts Center, con-
structing a new president’s house, building
a new on-campus location for our college
television station and installing further
lighting and landscaping projects.

The good news could go on and on. All
of us associated with Campbellsville Col-
lege feel the prayers of our beloved Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention. Our trustees do,
our faculty and staff do, our students do,
and I do.

A former Kentucky Baptist pastor who
now has a church in Nashville commented

last year before one of our weekly convo-
cation services by saying, “Kentucky Bap-
tists are praying for you, Campbellsville
College. Baptists across this state want you
to succeed because you stand for every-
thing God intends for a Christian college.”

Once he made that comment, I do not
believe there was a dry eye in the house. It

‘was moving to hear someone express what

most of us at Campbellsville have felt all
along.

We covet the prayers and support from
this convention, from our churches and
from you.

God truly has his loving hand on Camp-
bellsville College. May he continue to
guide the leadership of our college as we
seek to fulfill his will.
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S. News & World Report ists
Campbellsville among leading colleges

Campbellsville College has been named to U.S. News & World Report’s “America’s
Best Colleges” 1995 edition, announced Dr. Kenneth W. Winters, president. The listing
appears in the magazine’s annual directory available at most major bookstores.

Campbellsville is among six Kentucky colleges which appear in the top half of the
Southern Liberal Arts Colleges category.

Robert J. Morse of U.S. News & World Report, who serves as the annual listing’s
editor, said 423 regional liberal arts colleges across the nation were so listed. Campbells-
ville College was named among the South’s leading 66 liberal arts colleges.

“We are extremely honored by the editors of U.S. News,” said Winters. “Campbells-
ville College is a dynamic institution where growing mtellectually, socially and spiritually
go hand-in-hand. As president of Campbellsville, I truly appreciate the tremendous ef-
forts of our faculty, staff and students who enable us, as a college, to be recognized in
such a way.”

Campbellsville College named to Templeton
Honor Roll for Character Building Colleges

Campbellsville College is among the elite 124 public and private colleges and univer-
sities in the nation named to the 1995 Templeton Honor Roll for Character Building Col-
leges. The honor is awarded and funded by the John Templeton Foundation.

“I offer my most sincere congratulations on your school’s recognition for the impor-
tant steps it is taking to make character development an integral part of the campus expe-
rience,” said Dr. John M. Templeton Jr., president.

“We are extremely pleased to be named to such a prestigious honor,” said Campbells-
ville President Kenneth W. Winters. “When you consider that only 124 institutions across
the nation are selected, this honor from the Templeton Foundation means even more. Like
the other institutions so named, Campbellsville seeks to instill a values-based approach to
our Christian learning environment. We seek to develop morally-sound students who soon
will make an impact on our communities across Kentucky, the nation and even the world.”

-- bellsvnlle College by wrltmg Ofﬁce of A | ons, I
~ West College Street, Campbellsville, | KY 42718 :2799 0“"
:.by callmg (800) 264-6014 or. (502) 1'789 0 .

MARCHING ON The 1995 edition of the Campbellsville College Tiger
Marching Band, under the direction of Dr. David M. McCullough, fea-
tures 105 members, making it one of the largest private college marching
bands in the nation. Student musicians in the band represent 40 Kentucky
high schools and seven high schools from states stretching from Minne-
sota to Florida, and New Mexico to West Virginia. For more information
about the Tiger Marching Band, contact McCullough at (502) 789-5058,

or call the admissions oﬂice at ( 800) 264-6014. (Photo courtesy of Ken-
neth Pierce)

International studies program links
Campbellsville to Great Britain

Campbellsville College has joined a consortium of seven Southern Appalachian
colleges which will offer students a semester’s study abroad in Great Britain in con-
junction with the Private College Consortium for International Studies.

President Kenneth W. Winters said Campbellsville will design its own academic
program abroad using its own curriculum, standards and style. All courses have been
structured so that academic credits earned by students are part of the regular authorized
course offerings. This, according to Winters, allows students to make normal progress
toward their undergraduate degrees while utilizing foreign resources and cross-cultur-
al experiences.

Academic facilities for the London, England-based program will be located on the
campus of Imperial College of the University of London in the South Kensington area
of central London. Imperial College, established by Royal Charter in 1907, is one of
the most prestigious universities in the world, Winters said. '

“This program will be an excellent way for all of us to acquaint our students to
international studies,” he said. “As our world becomes smaller, thanks to the evolution
of technology, it will become even more important for American students, particularly
those attending Campbellsville, to understand other cultures. This consortium of South-
ern Appalachian private colleges, I believe, is a great way. for us to educate our stu-
dents on an international basis.”

HOME, SWEET HOME A newly constructed men’s residence hall
greeted students as they arrived on campus this fall. The $3 million, 104-
bed men’s residence hall is considered to be one of the most technologi-
cally-advanced college residence halls in Kentucky as the four-bedroom
suites are wired for computers. In addition, a computer lab is located off
the residence hall lobby. (Photo by Lynne Pendygraft)
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A Special Place - T
For Special People.

Why are so many students inquiring about Cémpbellsville College? The answer is simple: Students
come first. Our leadership is vibrant, energetic and on the cutting edge - always working to improve.
B Campbellsville College watches students. We see what's important to them. We listen to them. The
barometer that tells how well we're doing is based on student satisfaction. ll Maybe that’s why Barron’s
Profiles of American Colleges (20th edition) named us one of this nation’s “competitive” liberal arts colleges.
And Success Stories, the national television show for business, said that Campbellsville “has stirred excite-
ment statewide over its staggering 106% increase in enrollment, not to mention its growing reputatioh for

delivering fresh, innovative and personal education.”

Campbellsv1lle College in Campbellsville, Kentucky. Discover why our students describe us as “family.”

Call us tollfree at 1-800-264-6014 or at 502-789-5220.
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CUMBERLAND COLLEGE MOUNTAIN OUTREACH

Over 500 volunteers assisted their fellowman through the Cumberland College Mountain Outreach Program last
summer.

Begun in 1982 by two students who took on the task of building a home for an elderly gentleman, the Cumberland
College Mountain Outreach Program has grown to one in which hundreds of students assisted by thousands of other
volunteers have now constructed a total of seventy-five homes.

Volunteer groups this summer included: Oak Hill Baptist Church, Lawrenceville, GA; Bellview Baptist Church,
Laurens, SC; Corinth Baptist Church, McQuady , KY ; Frontline Teen Missions, Graceland Baptist Church, New Albany,
IN; Weatherly Heights Baptist Church, Huntsville, AL; Zion Baptist Church, Knox, PA; Valley View Baptist Church,

- Louisville, KY; Cleary Baptist Church Brotherhood, Florence, MS; Parkway United Church of Christ, Winston-Salem, NC;
Inskip Baptist Church, Knoxville, TN; Mignon Baptist Church, Sylacauga, AL; Missouri Baptist Singles, Poplar Bluff, MO;
College Park Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, NC; Christ Community Evangelical Free Church, Ashland, OH; First Baptist
Church, Duluth, GA; Piedmont Baptist Church, Marietta, GA; Thomasville Road Baptist Church, Thomasville, GA.

Pictured below are two homes completed this summer as well as the houses the new homes replaced.

House New Home

House ' , New Home

For information on how you and/or your church group can volunteer for the summer of 1996, please contact Al Laird,
Mountain Outreach Director, 7521 College Station Drive , Williamsburg, KY 40769, (606)539-4346

Cumberland Collegé
Williamsburg, KY 40769

\ ’ » )
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Continued from page 1
to decide what’s the next step. When
| do I tell them?”

These are questions researchers
are only beginning to study as scien-
tists discover disease-causing genes
with frightening speed. Already,
more than a half-dozen hereditary
cancer genes have been identified.
Within a few years of finding a gene,
biotechnology companies go into
overdrive trying to develop commer-
cial blood-test kits.

Who will offer genetic counseling?

ETHICS

Should results of genetic testing be revealed?

By next summer, Myriad Genet-
ics of Salt Lake City expects to come
out with a commercial blood test for
the BRAC-1 gene, which is suspect-
ed of causing breast or ovarian can-
cer. Some believe a
commercial test kit
for colon cancer
could be ready in a
year.

“One day, prob-
ably in our life-
time, one is going
to be able to know
about one’s genet-

-

|}

ic destiny of adult- Recipe for disaster?

onset disorders,”

says Judith Benkendorf, a genetic
counselor at Georgetown University.
“Everybody is going to seriously
have to think about whether they
want the information.”

Jim Velthuis, John’s identical
twin brother, says he isn’t much in-
terested in the information and so far
has avoided being tested.

But in the case of children who
may not have a say in the decision,
testing for genetic diseases poses
special conundrums. If a child has
the information, how will he or she
deal with it? How will the parents
handle it?

Dorothy Wertz, a senior scientist
at the Shriver Center for Mental Re-
tardation in Waltham, Mass., has
studied the effects of gene testing on
children.

“Parents often need to know for
their own peace of mind,” she says.
“But it’s not necessarily good for
kids” to know they have the gene.

Wertz is primarily concerned that
gene-test results, while helping par-
ents, may hurt the child’s self con-
cept or affect his relationship with his
parents.

“Parents will probably view a

child who tests positive as different
and maybe have different expecta-
tions about that child,” Wertz ex-
plains. “If the parent regards you as
different, this will get across even if
they don’t tell the child directly.”

“If parents know
their child has a
gene, parents could
bring up children in
a very anxiety-

provoking way,”
adds Joan

Weiss of the Al-

liance of Genet-

ic Support

Groups.

The consen-
sus among experts is that there’s no
advantage for children to know far in
advance what may lie ahead if medi-
cine can do nothing to prevent or
treat the disease.

But some parents feel differently.

“Most of the parents we know
tested the kids for (one kind of he-
reditary colon cancer) because they
want to know,” says.Gloria Petersen,
a genetic epidemiologist at Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore. “If
they had their druthers, they would
have wanted their 1-year-old tested.
They want to know. Period. They
feel they’re better able to help the
child and prepare themselves for the
future. A lot is riding on the test.”

It’s precisely because so much is
riding on the test that Wertz believes
parents should wait to test for colon,
breast and ovarian cancer genes.

In these cases, having the gene
means an increase in the likelihood
of developing breast, ovarian or co-
lon cancer. But a chance also exists
they won’t get cancer, or that there
may be a cure by the time the child is
grown or should be medically con-

- cerned.

Why test a 10-year-old for the co-

lon-cancer gene, for example, if doc-
tors wouldn’t normally be concerned
until the child is 25?7 That’s 15 years

of waiting and worrying. :

Blood tests already exist to check
for genes causing Alzheimers or
Huntington’s disease, both debilitat-
ing conditions involving dementia.
Experts agree gene testing for these
diseases should not be done for chil-
dren.

“The difference with Hunting-
ton’s and Alzheimers is, if you carry
the gene, you will get the disease,”
says Gail Geller, a scientist at Johns
Hopkins. “In cancer, there are other
influences. You might not get the
cancer even if you have the gene.”

Wertz is concerned that parents
will make lifetime decisions based
on the gene-test results.

“Maybe they won’t waste the
money for college if the child has
Huntington’s disease,” she says.
“We had two such comments from
genetic counselors who said this is
why the parents wanted the Hunting-
ton’s test. That really robs the child
of a normal life.”

And Wertz worries about the
long-term effects of génetic testing,
which no one really knows yet. How
would a young girl be affected emo-
tionally if she knew she had a high
risk of getting breast cancer? What
about feelings of worthlessness or
that she has “bad” breasts?

“If your mother has a breast-can-
cer gene,” says Weiss, “you might
get angry at your mother for having
you.” -

Another concern is if parents test
a child for a genetic disorder, they
rob the child of the right not to know
what’s in store. It’s conceivable a
child may simply not want to know.

“Not knowing, you can hope,”
Weiss says. “Knowing, for some,
means they give up hope.”

Religious community debates gene patenting

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)—
The moral debate over genetic tech-

- nology extends not only to who

should know what, but also to who
should control what.

Southern Baptists jumped into this
debate last summer by passing a reso-
lution opposing the patenting of hu-
man and animal genes.

That resolution, passed during the
Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting in Atlanta, references an ear-

_ lier statement signed by 186 religious

leaders, including Richard Land, ex-
ecutive director of the SBC Christian
Life Commission. The three-sentence
statement garnered signatures from
leaders of evangelical and mainline
Protestant groups, as-well as Catho-
lic, Orthedox, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu
and Buddhist leaders.

The SBC resolution declared hu-
man and animal parts should not be
patented as “human inventions.” But
it encourages continued development
of genetic technologies which con-
tribute to the treatment and cure of
genetic illnesses.

Some in the scientific community
have accused Southern Baptists and
other religious leaders of being suck-
ered into ill-advised positions on ge-

netic patenting by Jeremy Rifkin, an
activist who spearheaded the earlier
statement by religious leaders.

Rifkin has gained a reputation over
the past 20 years for being against
technology in general and opposed to
virtually everything done in the genet-
ic engineering field. Rifkin is thought
not to have a strong commitment to
any religious group.

“‘He’s using, in my personal opin-
ion, Christian and religious organiza-
tions to pursue his own agenda,” said
Jeff Works, vice president and chief
financial officer for Viagene Inc. in
San Diego. -

Ted Peters, acting director of the
Center for Theology and the Natural
Sciences in Berkeley, Calif., also said
he believes religious leaders may
have been misled into signing the
document. He described the statement

as “vague and inflammatory, serving -

only the cause of Jeremy Rifkin while
borrowing baptism from the prestige
of honored religious leaders.”

The CLC’s Land, while maintain-
ing his support of Rifkin’s opposition
to patenting of life forms, acknowl-
edged Rifkin is “probably less recep-
tive to genetic engineering in general
than we are.”

Patenting of genetically engi-
neered organisms is nothing new. The
precedent was set 15 years ago by a
5-4 United States Supreme Court de-
cision in Diamond vs. Chakrabarty,
which allowed the patenting of genet-
ically engineered micro-organisms
that gobble up oil spills.

The first patent on a living animal
was granted in 1988 for the “Harvard
mouse.” That animal, with a predis-
position to cancer, was developed for
laboratory use.

A key question in the debate over
patenting is that of ownership. Ben
Mitchell, biomedical consultant for
the Christian Life Commission, point-
ed out permitting ownership of one:
gene opens the door for ownership of
two or three or dozens. “Where do
you stop?” Mitchell asked. “To own a
whole human being is slavery.”

There are other sticky questions
related to ownership, observed Paul
Jones, executive director/treasurer of
the Mississippi Baptist Christian Ac-
tion Commission. Who owns the re-
sponsibility if a genetically engi-
neered creature “busts out of the glass
cage,” with horribly negative conse-
quences? And ultimately, “If I own i,
can I do away with it?” he asked.
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Genetic advances racing ahead of ethical debates

By Shari Schubert
Missouri Word & Way

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)—
Genetic technology has raised pro-
found ethical questions, and leaders in
both scientific and religious circles
say progress is racing ahead of the
necessary ethical dialogues.

Many Christians are uncomfort-
able with the knowledge that scien-
tists can replicate, manipulate and
even create genes, the chemical blue-
prints that determine hereditary char-
acteristics and control biological pro-
cesses.

The idea that only God can create
a gene is “not true,” said Joe Gate-
wood, a scientist at Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratories in New Mexico.
“I’m quite good at it,” he said.

To a trained scientist, creating a
gene is merely a matter of putting to-
gether protein components.

But creating a gene is not neces-
sarily the same thing as creating life,
especially human life, emphasized
Ben Mitchell, bioethics consultant for
the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission.

a medical diagnosis. T

It takes a lot of genes to make a

human being, “plus the image of
God,” Mitchell said. “Human beings

are more than the sum of their genetic
parts.”

Genetic technology raises more
than theological questions. There are
questions about safety, about use and
misuse of genetic engineering as the
capabilities become more sophisticat-
ed.

The most
pressing ethical
issues today are
those concerning
access to informa-
tion from genetic
testing, said Eliz-

the Cambridge, Mass.,-based Council
for Responsible Genetics. Provisions
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act do apply to people with genetic
abnormalities, according to Equal
Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion guidelines issued in March.

A few states have
passed laws that ei-
ther prohibit manda-
—{ tory genetic testing or
forbid the use of in-

formation from

such testing in a

way that is detri-

abeth Thompson, | Gm @ § 88 < mental to the indi-
acting chiefofthe ~— Tk ) vidual who is test-
ethical, legal, so- Re(lpe fOl’ dlmd’@l’. ed.

cial implications
branch of the National Center for Hu-
man Genome Research.

Should a prospective employer,
for instance, have access to the results
of genetic testing that show a woman
is likely to develop breast cancer?
Should an insurance company be per-
mitted to deny coverage to a 21-year-
old who is known to carry the gene
for Huntington’s disease—which
likely will develop at age 40 to 50?

Currently, no federal laws address
these issues directly, noted Wendy

McGoodwin, executive director of

Medical pro-
fessionals also wrestle with the ques-
tion of whether to inform family
members who might inherit a disease
from a patient, or even to tell the pa-
tient he is likely to develop a disease
if there is no way to prevent it.

It is not just the religious commu-
nity calling for discussion of ethical
issues.

“We share people’s concerns
about misuse or misinterpretation of

genetic information,” Thompson said.
Her agency and the Department of
Energy have a team assigned to work

Grants help 5 medical schools get religion

By Joan Connell
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Faith
and medicine, viewed in the 20th
century as distinctly separate arenas,
may be coming closer together.

In a recent Gallup Poll, 50 per-
cent of elderly people surveyed said
they wanted their doctors to pray
with them as they faced their final
days. And more than 75 percent of
the general population said physi-
cians should address spiritual issues
as part of their medical care.

Yet only a handful of the nation’s
126 medical schools teach would-be
physicians anything about the spiri-
tual dimension of healing.

To bridge this perceived gap be-
tween faith and medicine, financier
John Marks Templeton has joined
forces with the spiritually oriented
National Institute for Healthcare
Research, bestowing $10,000 grants
to five medical schools with pio-
neering programs exploring the con-

nection between faith and medicine. -

“Religion without science is
lame, and science without religion
is blind,” said Thomas Corson, as-
sistant professor of medicine and
pediatrics at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore. “Doctors are
with people at some of the most sig-
nificant moments in their lives.
They need to look at a patient as
more than just a body in need of a
procedure.”

Johns Hopkins was recognized
for its plan to add an elective semi-
nar to the curriculum that trains
medical students. The course would

 present the basics of comparative

religion and techniques to include a
patient’s spiritual history as part of

~ universe,” he sald -

also examines links between spiri-
tuality and addiction recovery and
explores how a physician’s own
ideas about spirituality can affect
patient care.

Also receiving $10,000 grants
were Albert Einstein College of
Medicine at Yeshiva University in
New York City; Pennsylvania State
University College of Medicine in

Hershey; Ohio State University -

College of Medicine in Columbus;
and East Tennessee State Universi-
ty’s James H. Quillen College of
Medicine in Johnson City.

More than 30 medical schools
competed for the prizes, which
were judged by a panel of faculty
members from the medical schools
of Duke, Georgetown and Harvard
universities.

“We can transplant a heart, but
we cannot heal a troubled soul,”
said George Simms, professor of
family and community medicine at
Penn State. “We want to give our
medical students the tools to begin
to do that.”

Why are medical schools sud-
‘denly getting religion? '

To Simms, the answer lies
somewhere between a culture of
cynicism and a yearning to fulfill
medicine’s highest ideals.

“Medical students are not un-
spiritual people, but they become
acculturated to an environment
where spirituality and tenderness
are suppressed,” he said. “Some-
thing about the educational process
tarnishes the soul. But deep down
inside every medical student is a la-
tent flame that needs to be awak-
ened, or re-awakened.

“When all else fails, no one
wants to feel they are alone in the

1 st

dents lack the language to speak to
that pain.”

Though each school has a differ-
ent approach on teaching the links
between medicine and faith, the ed-
ucators agreed on one point: Prose-
lytizing is not part of the education-
al program. Rather than promote
belief, the courses of instruction
emphasize understanding the ways
different belief systems can affect
the physician-patient relationship.

“Everyone’s heart, if you
search, is touched by a spiritual re-
ality—some of it is theistic, some
atheistic. We need to make our stu-
dents aware of language that en-
ables them to connect to that heart.
We intend to teach them multiple
spiritual langunages,” said Mark-
David Janus, assistant professor of
psychiatry at Ohio State.

When it comes to religion, phy-
sicians often are blinded by their
own prejudices, according:to psy-
chiatrist David Larson, president of
the National Institute for Health-
care Research, a think-tank in
Rockville, Md., that explores the
spiritual dimension of medical care.
The medical curriculum project is
one of several involving faith and

_ science that Larson’s organization

is exploring with funding from the
Templeton Foundation.

“Western society has suffered
from the erection of artificial

. boundaries between spirituality and

research,” Larson said, “and as
physicians, our ethics have become
imbalanced when it comes to reli-
gion. We are hyper-sensitive about
bringing up religion and hyper-crit-

ical of patients when their beliefs
 are at odds with what we subscribe.
We need to brmg those ethics back v

mt balance

on ethical and legal questions. A por-
tion of any funding for genetic re-
search related to the Human Genome
Project goes toward the work of that
team.

In dealing with such issues, Chris-
tians need to apply biblical principles,
said Mitchell of the CLC. “That’s not
an easy task in every case.”

Historically, at almost every tech-
nological turn, the church has been
against the development of technolo-
gy, observed Southern Baptist chap-
lain Steven Ivy, director of the pasto-
ral care department at Parkland Me-
morial Hospital in Dallas.

Christians turn to Scripture for in-
sights, he explained, but may find that
Scripture doesn’t speak directly to the
issue at hand. When it doesn’t, “we
become confused and anxious.” And
one way we deal with that anxiety is
to say, “We won’t deal with this. Let’s
stop it.”

Ivy emphasized he honors the con-
cerns that have been expressed about
the possible misuse of genetic tech-
nology. But the question that needs to
be asked, he said, is: “How do we de-
velop the wisdom to use the technol-
ogy appropriately, rather than to
block the development of the technol—

ogy?”

Where to read more

The idea that only
God can create a
gene is “not true,”
said Joe Gatewood,
a scientist at Los
Alamos National
Laboratories in
New Mexico. “I'm
quite good at it.”
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Let's Not Let .
Children Go
Hungry Any
Longer!
Help The Children
P.0. Box 1511 :
Pikeville, Kentucky 41502
$20 will feed a family for one month
HELP THE CHILDREN

Graham’s son named to succeed him

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)—Frank-
lin Graham, a self-described former
rebel who for years struggled with liv-
ing up to the family name, formally
has been named to succeed his father
as head of the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association.

A statement issued Nov. 8 by the
Minneapolis-based Graham organiza-
tion said Franklin Graham, 43, was
appointed by its 32-member board of
directors to the newly created post of
first vice president “with direct suc-
cession to become chairman and

CEO, should his father ever become

incapacitated.”

Until that time, Billy Graham, who
turned 77 the day before and who suf-
fers from Parkinson’s disease, will
remain chairman and chief executive
officer of the ministry he founded in
1950, the statement said.

“The (board’s) action settled with-
in the organization the question of
succession and its future,” it added.

Despite his age and illness, which
is controlled by medication, Billy
Graham has scheduled 1996 crusades

- for Australia, New Zealand, Minne-

apolis and Charlotte, N.C. He recent-
ly concluded a crusade in Sacramen-
to, Calif., and joined Franklin for a
night of preaching at his son’s crusade
in the Canadian city of Saskatoon.

Earlier this year, Billy Graham
was hospitalized for internal bleeding
in Toronto, where he was conducting
a crusade.

Neither Graham was available for
comment. But in a statement, the el-
der Graham expressed confidence in
his son.

“‘As a father, I am both proud of

WASHINGTON (BP)—An at-
tempt to gain a congressional ban on
a certain late-term abortion procedure
suffered a setback Nov. 8 when the
Senate referred the legislation back to
its Judiciary Committee for hearings.

Similar legislation outlawing a
procedure known as dilation and ex-
traction already had been passed by
the House of Representatives.

The bill, called the Partial-birth
Abortion Ban Act (H.R. 1833) is slat-
ed to return to the floor Dec. 7. A
committee hearing on the bill is
scheduled for Nov. 17. -

(Franklin’s) capacity for leadership
and humbled in gratitude for the
Lord’s blessing on him,” he said.

For now, Franklin Graham also
will continue to serve as president of
Samaritan’s Purse, an international
Christian emergency relief agency
based in Boone, N.C., which he has
headed since 1978. He also remains
chairman of the board of World Med-
ical Mission, the medical arm of Sa-
maritan’s Purse.

Franklin Graham’s selection was
not unexpected. A half-dozen years
ago, however, his succeeding his fa-
ther was far from assured, said
Stephen Winzenburg, a communica-
tions professor at Grand View Col-
lege in Des Moines, Iowa, who has
tracked the Graham ministry for 15
years.

“At that point, Franklin suffered
some credibility problems because of
his past,” Winzenburg said. “But he
was taken under the ministry’s wing
and has been well-groomed to suc-
ceed his father. His credibility prob-
lems are behind him.”

Franklin Graham’s autobiography,
published earlier this year, is titled
“Rebel With A Cause: Finally Com-
fortable Being Graham.” In it he re-
counts his early years “marred by
smoking, drinking, fighting, confron-
tations with the police, and eventual-
ly expulsion from college.”

“Being the son of Billy Graham
had given me advantages,” he wrote.
“But it had its down side as well. If
screwed up, the book would be
thrown at me a little harder. ... People
expected me to be some kind of ex-
ample and would hold me to a higher

Supporters of the bill had hoped to
keep the bill out of committee but re-
lented when it appeared they might

not have enough votes to pass it with-

out a hearing. The vote on referral
was 90-7. _

Opponents of the bill have charged
it is part of a strategy to reverse abor-
tion rights. They have said the proce-
dure is used only in cases of severe
abnormalities or when the mother’s
life is threatened.

However, Martin Haskell, one of
the leading practitioners of the proce-
dure, has said about 80 percent of

at 203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY 42071.

FBC, MURRAY TO CELEBRATE
SESQUICENTENNIAL

Next May, First Baptist, Murray, will celebrate
150 years of ministry. Activities are planned for the
first weekend in May, 1996. If you are a former
FBC church member or staff member and would
like to attend, let us know. You will be placed on
the mailing list to receive information about the
special events. Call (502) 753-1854 or write to us

standard.”

While the elder Graham is an or-
dained Southern Baptist minister,
Franklin Graham received his ordina-
tion from the board of elders of Grace
Community Church, a non-denomi-
national evangelical Christian congre-
gation in Tempe, Ariz.

Also unlike his father, Franklin
Graham is closely identified with
what Winzenburg termed “the social
gospel of providing direct help to
those in immediate need.”

Once he takes over, Winzenburg
said, the younger Graham can be ex-
pected to incorporate his emphasis on
Christian relief work into the message
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic As-
sociation, which under the father has
stayed close to the basic soul-saving
message of traditional evangelism.

Other than that, though, don’t ex-
pect any other outward changes in the
organization’s approach to ministry,
said John Green, director of the Bliss
Institute of Applied Politics at the
University of Akron.

“The Billy Graham ministry has
been tremendously successful for
many years,” said Green, a chronicler
of the evangelical Christian world.
“This is a formula that works and I
would not expect any tampering with
that success.”

Whether the younger Graham—
whose full name is William Franklin
Graham III—will be able to com-
mand the audiences that his father
consistently attracts is another matter,
Green said. “Once Billy is out and the
ministry loses its star—the person
who put it on top, the ministry could
fall on hard times.”

Ban on abortion procedure stalls in Senate

such abortions he performs are “pure-
ly elective,” according to a 1993 in-
terview with American Medical
News, a journal of the American
Medical Association.

71996
Holy Land
Tour

Call For Information!

- 13-Day Tour
March 27-April 8, 1996

» Includes Jerusalem, Galilee,
Dead Sea

. also: Athens and Corinth,
Cruise of Greek isles,
Patmos and Ephesus

- Tour is fully escorted

- Priced from Louisville
with accomodations & meals

- Price: $2295 per person,
double occupancy

- Call James Ward or
John Boone, 239-7711

Sons of Thunder Tours

An Educational Ministry
of
Highview Baptist Church
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Ammerman at Waco hearings

WASHINGTON (ABP)—More
reliance on behavioral science and
less on firepower might have averted
the 1993 tragedy in Waco, Texas, that
claimed the lives of 87 Branch David-
ians and four federal agents, a Baptist
sociologist told a Senate panel Oct.
31.

Nancy Ammerman, professor of
sociology of religion at the Center for
Social and Religious Research at
Hartford Seminary in Hartford,
Conn., told the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee that too little attention was paid
to the “human dimension” in the con-
flict between Branch Davidian leader
David Koresh and federal law en-
forcement officials.

“I am convinced that at the heart
of the disaster in Waco was the deci-
sion—first by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearm) and then by
FBI tactical units—to treat this as pri-
marily a military-style operation,”
Ammerman told the panel, chaired by
Utah Republican Orrin Hatch.

“Once that decision was made, ev-
eryone’s energy went into assessing
firepower and angles of attack, leav-
ing the human dimension of the situa-
tion too easily forgotten.”

Ammerman, who served on a pan-
el of experts assembled to help the
Justice and Treasury departments

evaluate the Waco tragedy, said the
BATF consulted no behavioral sci-
ence experts and that while the FBI
sought such input, it failed to heed it.

She said the FBI’s behavioral sci-
ence team offered “on-target” advice
but was out-ranked and out-numbered
in the agency’s decision making.

“If the human dimension of law
enforcement tasks are to be taken ful-
ly into account, those who have hu-
man-science expertise must have
equal rank with those whose expertise
is firepower,” she said.

Behavioral scientists, Ammerman
told the panel, “would probably have
advised the BATF that the estimation
of danger posed by the Davidians, in
spite of the armaments that they had,
was probably overblown.”

-The overestimation occurred, she
said, because the BATF relied prima-
rily on information from a “depro-
grammed” ex-Branch Davidian.

People who study religious groups
have learned to “take seriously the re-
ligious beliefs and rhetoric of the
group,” she said.

While what the group says may
sound like “Bible babble,” as it did to
the Waco negotiators, Ammerman
said, no real negotiation is possible
unless the groups’ religious views are
taken seriously.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Full-time pastor.
Contact: Pulpit Committee, c/o First
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 616, Saly-
ersville, KY 41465.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
in Lawrenceburg, Ky., is seeking a
full-time youth pastor. Send resumé
to: Youth Pastor Search Team, c/o
First Baptist Church, 111 North Main
St., Lawrenceburg, KY 40342.

SEEKING: Part-time youth and
music director for moderate Baptist
church; housing optional. Send re-
sumé to: Rock Haven Community
Baptist Church, 4444 Old Mill Rd.,
Brandenburg, KY 40108.

URGENT: Teachers for two-
year-olds for a two-days-a-week

mothers’ day out program. Call forin-

formation: Rockford Lane Baptist
Church, (502) 447-2591 or 448-4817.

SEEKING: Bivocational call to

evangelistic-minded church with a
strong desire to grow. Located be-
tween Somerset and Russell Springs.
SBTS, Campbellsville graduate.
HMB-endorsed Army Reserve chap-
lain. Chaplain Wade, 676 Pinetop
Rd., Russell Springs, KY 42642.
(502) 866-6881. :
- NEEDED: Organist. Send resumé
to: Russell Cave Road Baptist
Church, 3179 Russell Cave Rd., Lex-
ington, KY 40511 or call (606) 299-
4611.

TOUR: 13 days Holy Land, Ath-
ens, Corinth; cruise of Greek Isles in-
cluding Ephesus tour. Compare the
value: Priced at $2,295 from Louis-
ville. For information call: James
Ward or John Boone at Highview
Baptist, (502) 239-7711.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth and children. Please send re-
sumé to: Ashby Lane Baptist Church,
Youth-Children Search Committee,
6617 Ashby Lane, Louisville, KY
40272.

SEEKING: Church seeking part-
time youth and children’s minister.
Send resumé to: Search Committee,
Ballardsville Baptist Church, 4912
Hwy. 53, Crestwood, KY 40014.

SEEKING: Part-time music di-
rector for Sunday services and adult
choir. Warm, music-loving church.
Crescent Springs BC, N. Ky. Associ-
ation. Send resumé to: Crescent
Springs BC, 627 Buttermilk Pike,
Crescent Springs, KY 41017.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land pil-
grimage; includes Athens and
Corinth, Greece. March 11-20, 1996.
Only $1,795 from New York. Call
Pastor Jack R. Studie for a color bro-
chure and more information, (502)
247-8331. Experience you can trust!

NEEDED: 35 enrolled youth and
hundreds unenrolled need dedicated
young, Christian man with the call of
God on his life and a sense of com-
mitment to youth ministry. If interest-
ed in this part-time position, send re-
sumé to Greenwood Baptist Church,
5165 Scottsville Rd., Bowling Green,
KY 42104. Telephone (502) 781-
2378.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor-
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail-
able for vacation rental. Large pool,
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-
8752.

MISSIONS: Youth groups need-
ed in New Orleans, Branson, Atlanta,
Orlando, Baltimore, Philadelphia,
Buffalo for 1996 summer mission
projects. We provide meals, lodging,
assignment. For information, costs,
call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth on Mis-
sion, (800) 299-0385.

SECURITY: Need security at
church, business or home? Call Bob
at ADT Security Systems, Lexington,
(606) 254-0837 or (502) 343-4056.

NATION

Is Your

Church Covered?

Professional
Counseling

Workers
Compensation

Planned protection takes care If you have questions about

of unplanned losses. That’s why ¢ "}'r'(;ur church’s coverage, call
Preferred Risk’s hotline number

at: 1-800-321-5754,

every church needs the financial
security a quality property and
casualty program offers. Preferred
Risk Mutual Insurance Company
has been serving the church

'ANNUITY BOARD

O F T HE S;60 U T HE RN
BAPTIST CONVENTION

community for more than 45

years, and can provide your

church extensive protection from
2401 Cedar Springs Rd. P.O. Box 2190

unplanned losses. Dallas, TX ' 75221-2190
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All God's children deserve a chance to be healthy...

WHAT'S HAPPENING: One out of every five

children in Kentucky are living in poverty.

All God's children deserve safety...

WHAT'S HAPPENING: There were more than
65,000 incidents of child abuse and neglect
reported in Kentucky in 1993.

All God's children deserve love...

WHAT'S HAPPENING: Experts believe that one
in four girls will be the victim of sexual abuse

before they are 18.

You can make a difference!

1995 Thanksgiving Offering
Statewide Goal: $950,000

Vis:il’ZOLH“:WUI‘M»WJUE Web page! KentUCky B apti St Homes fOr Children
Illlpz//www.iglou.com/kbhc/ Call us at 1-800-456-1386
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Women clergy making gains but faci'ng new challenges

ST. LOUIS (RNS)—Women are
assuming an increasing leadership
role in churches, but the decline of
mainline Protestantism and the
growth of conservative Christianity
pose new challenges for women cler-
gy, according to scholars at a recent
conference.

The growing number of women in
positions of religious leadership was
a major topic at the annual joint con-
ference of the Society for the Scien-
tific Study of Religion and the Reli-
gious Research Association, which
met Oct. 27-29 in St. Louis. The con-
ference brought together approxi-
mately 500 sociologists and other
scholars. :

Patricia Chang, a researcher at the
Institute for Church Life at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, presented re-
search showing that women have
made substantial gains finding parish
employment after leaving seminary.

Before 1970, about 60 percent of
qualified female clergy did not get
jobs as pastors almost two years after

leaving seminary, according to
Chang, who conducted her study
while at Hartford Seminary’s Center
for Social and Religious Research.

The gender gap between men and
women finding employment shortly
after they attended seminary also has
narrowed. Previously, men were al-
most three times more likely to find
employment quickly than were wom-
en. But in the 1980s, as denomina-
tions became more accepting of
women clergy, the gap narrowed to
make men only about 1.2 times more
likely to find quick employment,
Chang said.

Scholars at the conference, howev-
er, were not overly optimistic about
present and future opportunities for
women clergy in declining mainline
church bodies.

“The shrinking number of (clergy
and leadership) positions creates
competition and a chance of backlash
(against women clergy) as women

start competing for these positions,”-

said Paula Nesbitt, a sociologist at

20' to 33' Buses by Champion

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

e 12 to 38 adult capacity
* Over 30 used buses for sale-We buy used buses
e Guaranteed buy-back program

&) CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

PO. Box 2126
Brentwood, TN 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today
1-800-370-6180
1-615-371-6180

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

Motor Coach, inc.

Iliff Theological Seminary in Denver.
In a study of the Presbyterian
Church (USA), researchers found that
the number of ordained women will
be about equal to that of men by 2024
if current trends continue, said Edgar
Mills, professor of sociology at the
University of Connecticut in Storrs.

Such growth, however, does not
mean that women are moving into
full-time pastorates, he suggested.

- Many men are leaving temporary,
part-time and other unclassified posi-
tions and there is a “disproportionate
increase of women who are replacing
them,” Mills said. While these posi-
tions may meet the needs of certain
women clergy—some who are moth-
ers, for example—they also may
“ghettoize” women into marginal po-
sitions, he said.

The growth of women in the pas-
torate will mean that clergy will be
older in the future, since many wom-
en clergy enter the ministry at later
stages of life than men. The clergy
also is more likely to be divided along
liberal-conservative lines because
women are usually 20 percent more
theologically liberal than their male
counterparts, Mills said. -

In more conservative churches, the
ordination of women has become-an
increasingly divisive issue that is hav-

ing repercussions for both laity and
clergy.

In the Seventh-day Adventist
church, there is a trend of younger
members dropping out because of the
denomination’s refusal to ordain
women, said Ronald Lawson, profes-
sor of urban studies at Queens Col-
lege in New York.

In the Seventh-day Adventist
church, there is a 40 percent loss rate
of younger members, and many are
found to be disillusioned with the
church’s position against women’s
ordination, according to Lawson’s re-
search.

Since many predominantly black
denominations do not ordain women
or hire women clergy, there has been
a gradual movement of African-
American women into traditionally
white mainline denominations—es-
pecially Presbyterian and United
Methodist churches—where they can
serve as pastors, according to Delores
Carpenter, professor of religious edu-
cation at Howard University’s Divin-
ity School in Washington.

These black women pastors are
different in several respects from their
white counterparts and will have a
significant impact on their church
bodies, said Carpenter, who is Afri-
can-American.

KENTUCKY
YOUTH
LEADERS...

4101, ext. 250.

True Love Waits needs your teenager’s True Love Waits
pledge cards. Invite every Christian youth who will commit to
ABSTINENCE to sign a pledge card. Invite those
who've made previous commitments to sign special Thru
the Roof cards as a restatement of their commitment. We
want the stack in Atlanta to report the total number of
Christian youth in America committed to moral purity.
So whether you've just commatied, or have remained
committed to the True Love Waits PLEDGE get your spe-
cial \W Thru the Roof cards today by calling
1-800-458-2772. Call today and let's stack
em’ Thru the Roof. For more information regarding this
program, contact John Lepper, Family Ministry Department
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, (502) 245=

In more
conservative
churches, the
ordination of
women has become
an increasingly
divisive issue that
is having
repercussions for
both laity and
clergy.
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
in Russia, Utah/Idaho,
eastern Kentucky and
Boston:

M Irene, secretary to
Kentucky-Russia
partnership missionaries
Larry and Joy Lindsey,
who is very ill.

M Russians Elia and
Vladic, who made
professions of faith in
Christ recently.

B Kentuckians
considering involvement
in the Kentucky-Boston
partnership, which
begins in January.

M Spiritual power and
stamina for Greater
Boston Baptist
Association Director of
Missions Ignatius
Meimaris and his wife,
Nena, and for GBBA

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BOWLING GREEN—Burton
Memorial Church called Timothy
Miles as pastor Oct. 29. Miles previ-
ously was pastor at Flewellyn Church
in Springfield, Tenn.

B COLD SPRING—First Church
dedicated its newly constructed edu-
cation building Nov. 5.

B COVINGTON—Macedonia
Church celebrated its 30th anniversa-
ry and the retirement of Pastor Joseph
Garr Nov. 10-12. o palld

B GEORGETOWN—TFifteen pro-
fessors have received Georgetown
College’s first faculty recognition
grants: Rosemary Allen, H.H. “Son-
ny” Burnette, Keon Chi, David
Forman, David Fraley, Gail Gon-
zalez, Doug Griggs, Donna Hawk-
ins, Rick Kopp, Peter LaRue, Jim
McCormick, George McGee, Re-
becca Powell, Paul Redditt and
John Sadlon.

Bl MORGANFIELD—First Church
called April Fair as youth minister
Oct. 29. She is a native of Evansville,
Ind. Also, Hazel Brinkley was rec-
ognized for 40 years of service as
church pianist, and Charlotte Cun-
nin for 17 years as organist.

B MUNFORDVILLE—The Hart

Mountains to the Mississippi

B NORTONVILLE—Nortonville
Church called Ron Gleaves of Mis-
souri as pastor.

B SMITHLAND—Birdsville
Church called Philip Yancy as pas-
tor.

B WATER VALLEY—Pilot Oak
Church called David Hardy as pas-
tor.

B WEBSTER—Raymond Church
ordained J.W. Chappell and Curtis

“Horsley to the deacon ministry Oct.

29. Terry Settles is pastor.

B WILLIAMSTOWN—Jim Craig-
myle celebrated his fifth year as pas-
tor at Williamstown Church. Also,
Tim Bailey completed his first year
as youth minister.

NEW TRUSTEE Mike Melloan (left), an
auctioneer and real estate broker from
Owensboro, recently was installed as a
trustee of the Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commission. Melloan is
shown greeting Brotherhood Commission
President Jim Williams. (Photo by David
Nester)

partnership director | couney Historical Society has pub
; y has pub-
Vicky Parrott and her lishesy a history of Cherry Sprri)ngs
family. | Missionary Church, written by
B The churches and | George Sturgeon. Copies are avail-
pastors in the Utah/ldaho | able for $6, including postage, from
Southern Baptist | the society at Box 606, Munfordville,

Convention. | Ky. 42765.

‘A dream come true’

Nearly every day visitors come to our cam-
pus. We take them on a tour through several
buildings, across the campus and to the craft shop.
In my opinion, the ladies are more excited about
the craft shop than the men. On the other hand,
men are more excited about seeing our hog and
cattle facilities than the ladies!

No one is allowed to leave without eating in
our dining room. Our cooks are famous for their
homemade biscuits. More than one visitor has
asked to take a sack of biscuits home.

Many of those who visit bring
things they have saved or gathered for
us. While used clothing is the most
common gift, we never know what is
coming. Some bring school supplies or
personal items for our students. A bag
or two of soup labels or maybe some
books for the library are other items
Wwe can use.

Today one gift was a used farm
truck and some steel, given by a man
and his wife from Warsaw who have
been longtime friends of the Oneida

THIS IS

ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

up with our work through friends who visited.
She was able to come this time with several peo-
ple from her church.

This lady said time and again that she had nev-
er imagined our school to be this big. She was so
pleased with everything she had seen.- She told
someone close to her that coming to Oneida was
“a dream come true.”

Usually we know when guests are coming.
Other times they come without prior notice. They
have taken a drive to see the mountains or the fall
or spring foliage. They were not sure
when they left if there would be any-
one here to meet them and take them
on tour. There are times when guests
come and leave without our knowl-
edge. However, when we know they
are here, we are always happy to show
them around and tell of the many
things that are happening.

When was the last time you were
here? Have you ever been here? A vis-
it may be “a dream come true” for you.
If you can let us know you are com-

ministry. Both have come for years as
volunteers during the summer to help
with the many projects we undertake each year.

Other guests today included some Acteens and
their leaders from Danville, with a load of used
clothing. Another group came from Brooksville,
with clothing and food.

Two other guests came only a few miles for a
visit. One was the mother of one of our teachers,
and had not been here for three years. The other
was a friend of hers who had never before been
here. '

Recently an older lady visited who had been
our friend for years, but had never been able to
see our campus. She had read the Oneida article
in the Western Recorder faithfully, and had kept

ing, we will plan to meet you, take you
on a tour and share a meal with you.

We are grateful for the many friends who are
concerned about our ministry. We know that
many support us by faith; faith that we are doing
what we say and are reaching young people for
Jesus Christ.

A great trust has been placed in us. It is our
prayer that we will be found faithful not only to
those who place their trust in us, but also by Jesus
Christ. He trusts us to feed the hungry, give a
drink to the thirsty, provide shelter and clothing
for those who have none, and to meet the other
needs of those to whom we minister.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Experiencing God at Walnut Memorial

“Experience God and God will
take care of your church.”

This was the advice Owensboro
pastor Odell Beauchamp gave to
our students in a chapel message.
“When I started as a pastor, I built
the church around my energy and
my personality. When I left, many
of the people did also. Now I want
to be where God can use me,” he

said.

In 1992, Beauchamp
moved from 700-mem-
ber Pleasant Grove
Church to Walnut
Street. The congrega-
tion had lost the audito-
rium in a fire, and atten-
dance was down to 70,
with the majority of
those senior adults.

The church had con-
sidered relocation for
several years. “The
week I moved my books
into the office, one

member came by to say, ‘If the
church votes to move, I'm gone.’
Another told me, ‘If the church

293

doesn’t move, I’'m gone.

Meeting in the refurbished gym,
the church had 50 additions the fol-
lowing year. In January 1993, the
church voted 88-36 to buy Owens-
boro Christian Church. The reloca-
tion came the following June, and
the name was changed to Walnut

Memorial Baptist.

Several individuals in the
church have answered the ministry

call. Two families entered Clear
Creek in August: Barin and Martha
Bolin and Russ and Carol Wallace.
“We joined because of doctrine. It
is an exciting new church. One
unique thing is we don’t start pro-
grams and look for leaders. We
wait on the Lord to lead individuals
who have the gifts, leadership and
commitment needed,” Carol
shared.

Beauchamop stressed,
(MM {3 @®@ “We trust the leader-
CHRONICLE ship. I don’t need to at-

tend every committee

. meeting and protect my-
self. The church has
quarterly business con-
ferences and the dea-
cons handle spiritual
ministry.”

The church works
for balance in worship.
Minister of Music and
Youth David Taylor
said, “My objective is to
have a balance of different styles of
Christian music ranging from the
old gospel classics to the new con-
temporary style.”

Wednesday evenings have a
special focus on children, and se-
nior adults meet monthly. A group
of adults meets weekly for Bible
study and help with losing weight.
Growth continues with attendance
now about 400.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977

Bill Whittaker
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“You say you want to give me a 15 percent pay raise, an extra three weeks vacation and a
study sabbatical? OK, who are you guys and what did you do with my regular deacons?”

“I'm sorry, Brother Markley, but I'm already fast-
forwarding as fast as | can.”
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The whole church watched with nervous anticipation
Nobody really knew what it was, but it started in the as the visitors sat where the Martins have sat for 42

choir last summer. ‘ ! years.

WESTERN RECORDER B NOVEVMBER 14, 1995




20  WESTERN RECORDER M NOVEMBER 14, 1995




	20231209173053905
	20231209173314429

