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FOR THE RECORD 

State conventions 
Annual meetings of state 

Baptist conventions in 
recent weeks have been 

highlighted by surprises. 
See page 2. 

Men on mission 
A group of men from 

First Baptist Church of 
Madisonville are glad 

they said yes to leading a 
lay revival, despite their 
own fears. See page 3. 

Family Forum 
Selfish anger is the 

leading killer of 
relationships. 

See page 4. 

. Editorial 
Thanks for making us 

feel right at home in 
Kentucky. See page 5. 

Accreditation visit 
_ Sou_thern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
faces the most serious 
accreditation threat in 

recent history, according 
tQ faculty and students 

- who participated in a 
recent s_ite visit by three 

accreiliting agencies. 
~\ See page 7. 
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Abortion ban 
The Partial-birth 

Abortion Ban Act is 
headed back to the full 

Senate for consideration. 
Seepage 8. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Kentucky Baptists urged to 'break out' of the church 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LEXINGTON- The body of 
Christ must reach beyond the church 
walls to evangelize America's rapid­
ly-changing communities, speakers 
emphasized at an Oct 26-28 confer­
ence at Porter Memorial Baptist 
Church. 

While the "Church Breaking Out" 
conference primarily looked at multi­
housing ministries, its dominant 
theme was the need for missions, re­
gardless of the community a church 
serves. 

Be it offering food, clothing, 
housing improvements, literacy pro­
grams, clean-up campaigns or start­
ing community-based congregations, 
churches are vital to answering 
God's call, according to Marshall 
Truehill of New Orleans. 

"We've said 'come,' but Jesus 
said 'go' from the beginning," said 
Truehill, executive director of Faith 

in Action, a ministry in several New 
Orleans publi_c housing projects. 
"Some people resist that idea be­
cause they haven't been taught this 
and it's not their experience." 

. One of several speakers from met­
ropolitan missions sites around the 
nation, Truehill said God has a vision 
for the cities and 
wants his peo­
ple to reach 
the cities. 

"The days 
we can open 
the church doors, 
hang out a sign and 
expect people to come are over," 
agreed Tony Hough, an associate in 
the direct missions department for 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
The KBC co-sponsored the meeting 
with the church and community min­
istries department of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board. 

"The ministry of the early church 
. is the ministry to which we are 

· called," Hough added. "We're only 
reaching 4 to 5 percent of 80 million 
people in multi-housing. They're not 
going to come to us. We have to go 
to them." 

Statistics show the challenge fac­
ing Kentucky's Southern Baptist 
churches, he reported. Though only 

one-fourth of the 
state's residents 

lived in multi­
housing units 
in 1980, by 

2015 more 
than half the 

state's population 
will live in multi-housing. 

Research also has shown that res­
idents of multi-housing units- such 
as apartments, mobile home parks 
and condominiums- are much less 
likely to be involved in any church 
than are residents of single-family 
dwellings. 

Reaching residents of multi-hous­
ing units with the gospel requires 
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. . , needs for repaii's ,at itsfacilit)\Jef: , Harvey, said this was '.a new oppot f-id~nt funds to make the needed re-> 
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Vol_unteers from Parkland' ;Hape • from I<.entµcky Baptist churche~ to Bap(ist churches to come_ to the aid 
tist Church and other ?fea chl,ltches keePcthis and other mini_stries of Jef- of the Baptist center with donations 
prepared and seryedlhe meal, witl( ferson Street Center going, 'Ille ag- oftirne,money and goods.The most 
help from t~o homeless men who ing fac;ility has been cited by the urgent,needs are rel~ted to v<>lunteer 
have worked 'professionally a,s Health Department Jor numerous _ personnel, pluJllbirig ' imd general 
cooks. • • violations; but the center's small maintenance: • 

personal ministry, conference speak­
ers said. 

Terry Moncrief, director of the 
• Techwood Baptist Center in Atlanta, 

noted that God works through rela­
tionships, which takes time. 

It also takes the right kind of 
viewpoint, said Jim Queen, executive 
director of the Chicago Metropolitan 
Baptist Association. He said Baptists 
"miss it" by teaching seminary stu­
dents to become pastors of churc_hes 
rather than of communities. 

"If you're just the pastor of the 
church, the group shrinks down until 
the church is gone," said Queen, 
former pastor of Chicago' s Uptown 
Baptist Church. "If you're pastor of 
the community, then when you trav­
el in the community you will see the 
needs and have no lack of things to 
do." 

This kind of intentional outlook is 
necessary in an environment when 
"so many people are looking for your 
□ See Kentucky Baptists ... , page 6 

Youth group 
sponsors kids' 
shopping trip 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Stat( Writer 

FRANKLIN- It's hard to tell who 
will be the most excited next week 
when ·First Baptist Church of Frank­
lin conducts its annual "Christmas for 
Christ" ministry--:--the youth who lead 
it or the children who participate in it. 

For more than a decade, First Bap­
tist Church has sponsored the minis­
try, which raises money for a clothes 
shopping spree for children who oth­
erwise might not have gifts at Christ­
mas. 

This year, "the big day" will be 
Dec. 9, according to Youth Minister 
Jeff Crabtree. 

Bright and early- at 7:30 a.m.­
more than 50 youth will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall at First Baptist for 
what Crabtree calls "a wake-up ses­
sion" to get ready for a morning of 
shopping and fun with the children. 

At 8 a.m, 45 children ages 5 
through grade six and their parents 
will arrive. While the parents will re­
main at First Baptist, the children and 
their youth shopping buddies will 
board the church bus and head to the 
local Wal-Mart. For the next hour and 
a half, together they will hit the racks, 
looking to get the most for the $80 
each child will be given to spend on 
new clothes. 

The shopping completed, the chil­
dren and their youth buddies will be 
off to breakfast at McDonalds. Each 
year, the restaurant gives the children 
anything they want from the breakfast 
menu. 

Meanwhile, back at the church, the 
children's parents will enjoy food, a 
devotional and time with representa­
tives of local social services agencies 
who can help them with other needs. 
□ See Franklin youth ... , page 3 
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BAPTIST BITS Surprises mark some state meetings; others quiet 

■ Baptist Women in j · By Bob Allen 
Ministry, based in.· • Associated Baptist Press 
Louisville since ifs 

founding in 1983, will­
move its offices to 

Kansas City, Kan., if 
members approve the 

change next June. The 
organization's executive 
board has accepted an 
invitation to relocate its 

offices to the campus of 
Central Baptist 

Theological Seminary. 

■ Orville Griff in has 
announced plans to 

retire as executive 
director of the State 

Convention of Baptists in 
Ohio, effective Jan. 15, 

1997. 

■ Ruben Swint, former 
associate pastor and • 

administrator at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church 

in Louis'iJille, has been 
•• named president of the 

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship Foundation. 

Swint has been vice 
president for endowment 

and capital giving at the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention Stewardship 
Commission since 1987. 

■ Steve Bass, executive 
director of Tulsa Metro 

Baptist Association in 
Oklahoma, has been 

elected executive 
director-treasurer of the 

Arizona Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

A surprise win by conservatives in 
North Carolina, the rejection by Ala­
bama Baptists of a plan aimed at re­
solving a conflict with Samford Uni­
versity and a resolution in Florida pit­
ting 1 million Baptists against the Dis­
ney Co. were among highlights of 
Baptist state convention meetings this 
fall. 

Controversy between conserva­
tives and moderates also took center 
stage for portions of annual meetings 
in Texas, Louisiana, Missouri and 
Tennessee. Other states met in rela­
tive quiet, compared to earlier years 
when a war raged between the two 
factions in the 15 million-member 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Moderates in North Carolina were 
stunned by the surprise election of a 
conservative president. Greg Mathis, 
pastor of Mud Creek Baptist Church 
in Henders.onville, defeated moderate 
candidate Dewey Hobbs for the of­
fice. The 1. 1 million-member state 
cqnvention has long been considered 
.~ moderate stronghold. 

Alabama Baptists rejected a plan 
proposed by leaders that would have 
endorsed action last year by trustees 
f Samford University to make the 

school's board self-perpetuating. The 
plan qf:(er~d .;m ()pti1;mat "ne;w parac. 
digm" for institutio.n~ of t!J,e sJ;at.e cop­
vention that wo·uld allow Baptists in 
the state only to ratify-not substi­
tute-members to boards of trustees. 

Florida Baptists criticized the Walt 
Disney Co. for offering benefits to 
partners of homosexual employees in 
a resolution pitting 1 million church 
members against the state's tourism 
industry. They also voted to .sever a 
century-old relationship with Stetson 
University over the school's recent 
decision allowing alcohol on campus. 

Moderates held on to control in 
Texas, easily electing presidential 
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candidate Charles Wade of Arlington 
over a conservative challenger. They 
also adopted a budget that will send 
less money from Texas to the SBC 
and keep more in the state for starting 
new churches. Conservatives op­
posed the reduction, saying it will hurt 
international ministries of the SBC. • 

The Texas convention delayed ac­
tion on a motion to disfellowship 
churches that condone homosexuali­
ty. The motion, aimed at University 
Baptist Church in Austin, which re­
cently was kicked out of its associa­
tion for ordaining a gay man as a dea­
con, was referred to the Texas Baptist 
Executive Board. 

Two other states joined Texas in 
altering their support of the SBC. 

Citing financial pressures on the 
state convention, Oklahoma Baptists 
voted to reduce by 2 percent the share 
of the Cooperative Program unified 
budget they forward on to the SBC. 
The Oklahoma convention now re­
tains 60 percent of those funds for use 
in-state. At one time it divided funds 
with the SBC 50-50. 

Mississippi Baptists voted without 
debate to change the way they fund 
home missions in the state. The state 
will reduce funding to the SBC by 
about $250,000 and use the money to 
assume total responsibility for home 
missions work in Mississippi. Until 
now, that work was. shared with the 
SBCI-tome Missioq Board. 

Louisiana Baptists elected a con­
servative president but turned down a 
constitutional amendment that would 
have installed inerrancy as the state 
convention's official stance. Slidell 
pastor Michael Claunch won 52 per­
cent of a presidential vote over mod­
erate candidate Eddie Simmons of 
Lake Charles. 

The amendment stating the Bible 
is without error- which leaders said 
would merely codify what has been 
an unofficial stance- fell seven votes 
short of a two-thirds majority needed 

for passage. 
Baptists in Missouri defeated a 

motion to deny exhibit space at the 
state convention to the Baptist Joint 
Committee, a religious liberty organi­
zation defunded by the SBC in 1991. 
They narrowly adopted a ·motion to 
freeze the division of Cooperative 
Program funds between the state and 
national conventions due to concerns 
about a proposed restructuring of the 
SBC. They also defeated a bylaw 
amendment proposed from the floor 
stating that the Bible i~ without error. 

Tennessee Baptists _turned back 
two efforts to distance the state con-

-vention froin the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, a splinter group of mod­
erates not sanctioned by the conser­
vative-led SBC. 

Tennessee Baptists elected retired 
pastor Howard Olive, a Fellowship 
leader, to the state's executive board 
and adopted a resolution supporting 
Woman's Missionary Union, a na­
tional auxiliary whose leaders have 
been criticized for cooperating with 
the Fellowship to promote missions. 

Virginia Baptists handled business 
with little debate, electing a slate of 
moderate officers unopposed. Con-

servatives in the state decided to boy­
cott this year's convention and instead 
held their own meeting, where they 
decided against forming a separate 
state convention but hired an execu­
tive director in anticipation of a possi­
ble split sometime in the future. 

Arkansas Baptists elected Presi­
dent Bill Clinton's pastor, Rex Home 
of Immanuel Baptist Church in Little 
Rock, as their state convention presi­
dent. They distanced themselves from 
some Clinton policies, however, 
adopting resolutions against abortion 
and homosexuality. 

For the second year in a row, Cal­
ifornia Southern Baptists struggled 
with the issue of whether to recognize 
a member church with a woman pas- • 
tor. Messengers allowed the seating 
of messengers from Nineteenth Ave­
nue Baptist Church in San Francisco, 
despite a challenge from the floor. 

Later, they endorsed a study docu­
ment that said the Bible lends no sup­
port for women pastors but leaves the 
decision up to the local church. To­
ward the end of the meeting, howev­
er, remaining messengers passed a 
non-binding resolution strongly op­
posing the practice. 

Virginia conservatives delay new convention 
NORFOLK, Va. (ABP)- After 

lengthy discussion, Virginia Baptist 
conservatives backed away from 
forming their own state convention, 
but will continue studying that option 
after hiring a full-time executive di­
rector. 

At their Nov. 7 annual meeting in 
Norfolk, the Southern Baptist Conser­
vatives of Virginia debated and de­
feated a motion to "declare ourselves 
to be a separate state convention ef­
fective today." 

The 3-year-old organization is for 
Virginia Baptists disenchanted with 
the moderate-controlled Baptist Gen­
eral Association of Virginia and loyal 
to the conservative leaders of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Had the motion passed it would 
have forced the -SBC for the first time 
to decide how to relate to competing 
conventions in one state. It also would 
have caused . many . conservative 
churches to consider leaving the ex­
isting Virginia Baptist convention. 

The movement to form a separate 
state convention during the annual 
meeting was no surprise. Since the 
conservative group formed in 1993 

there has been speculation they would 
break with the state convention. 

Last December, the group's exec­
utive committee appointed a commit­
tee to study whether to form a sepa­
rate state convention. In April the 
committee reported that the conserva­
tive group "should work on strength­
ening its existing ministries" in an ef­
fort to "increase its impact for Christ 
in Virginia." 

In September, the group's execu­
tive committee voted to recommend 
to their annual meeting that the group 
employ a full-time executive director 
"in recognition of the eventual forma­
tion of a separate state convention." 

Robert Jackson, director of mis­
sions for New River Baptist Associa­
tion and Virginia representative to the 
SBC Executive Committee, who 
chaired the study committee, said the 
committee decided to recommend 
against forming a separate state con- • 
vention now because of "very real 
and significant differences of opin­
ion" among Virginia Baptist conser­
vatives over the issue. 

Other issues are "a lack of clarity" 
about how the SBC would relate to a 

separate convention within the bor­
ders of an existing state convention 
and that a new state organization 
could cause "needless disruption in 
many church fellowships and even in 
the SBC itself," Jackson continued. 

Before the vote on the committee's 
report, however, the group debated 
for more than an hour a substitute 
motion by Terry Harper, the conser­
vative group's first vice president, 
that would have created a new state 
convention. 

The motion to form a separate con­
vention failed by a vote of 150 to 60. 
But the group unanimously voted to 
employ a full-time executive director. 
They also narrowly adopted a motion 
to "enter into serious dialogue with 
the SBC Executive Committee about 
steps necessary to become a recog­
nized separate state convention." 

Since 1993 the group of Virginia 
conservatives has grown from 13 to 
79 churches and from $34,888 to 
$157,282 in receipts . A budget of 
$221,000 was adopted for 1996. The 
budget allocates 65 percent for the 
group's expenses and 35 percent for 
the SBC Cooperative Program. 

• 
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Wilkins directs 
partnership office 

Madisonville men glad they said yes 
Calvin Wilkins has assumed 

responsibilities as director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
partnership missions department. 

Partnership missions also has 
returned to the Executive 
Board's missions and evange­
lism division, after being a sepa­
rate office for two years. Partner­
ship missions previously . had 
been part of the missions and 
evangelism division. 

Wilkins has served on the 
KBC Executive Board staff since 
October 1988, when he was 
named to coordinate the newly 
created partnership missions of­
fice in the direct missions depart­
ment. 

Prior to coming to the KBC 
staff, Wilkins served four years 
as director of missions for 
Graves County _Baptist Associa­
tion and 30 years as a pastor in 
Western Kentucky. 

During his seven years on the 
KBC staff, Wilkins· has worked 
with Kentucky Baptists' over­
seas partnerships with Brazil and 
Russia, stateside partnerships 
with Utah-Idaho and Ohio and 
intra-state efforts in Eastern Ken­
tucky. 

In his new position, Wilkins, 
61, says he will "continue what I 
already have been doing." That 
includes enlisting volunteers, 
speaking on behalf of partnership 
missions, orienting volunteers, 
planning future projects and 
overseeing the distribution of 
money and supplies going from 
Kentucky to partnership projects. 

He also expects to make at 
least two trips to Russia each 
year. 

Wilkins has made more than 
43 overseas volunteer missions 
trips since his first one- to Ja­
maica in 1969. 

. . 

By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

. MADISONVILLE- When Don 
Messick first was asked to be the di-

• rector for a lay-led revival at Fulton 
First Baptist Church, he asked, "Why 
me?" 

But by the time the meetings were 
over, he was more than glad he had 
said yes to the request. 

• Even as he enlisted and organized 
and planned for the four-session 
meeting, he "was overwhelmed" at 
how he felt God was at work in bring­
ing together men from First Baptist 
Church of Madisonville for the en­
deavor. 

Twenty-five men volunteered to 
make the 100-mile, two-hour trip 
from Madisonville to Fulton for the 
Wednesday night through Sunday 
morning revival in October. 

And, as Messick prayed about 
what part each man should play in the 
meetmg, "all 25 came to me and said 
they would do whatever I had for 
them to do." 

The group met for two months in 
order to be spiritually prepared, said 

-•·--.._L ,.. 

Rodney Vincent, minister of educa­
tion and administration at the Mad- · 
isonville church. "It was wonderful to 
see their interest and motivation." 

While most of the men are leaders 
in the Madisonville church, many had 
not been a part of a lay revival team 
before. And for those who had, it had 
been a while. The last lay revival team 
the church had sent out was in 1989. 

When they arrived at the Fulton 
church on the first evening, the men 
"felt like we were at home," Messick 
said. "We saw Jesus in every face." 

Each evening, people from the two 
churches met prior to the service to 
pray for the Fulton church_. Others 
from Madisonville greeted the Fulton 
people as they arrived. Some re­
hearsed with the choir. 

"God's holy presence was evident 
in every aspect of that preparation," 
Messick said. And when the first ser­
vice began, "God's Holy Spirit took 
control and God used every part of 
that service to honor him. 

''Time did not matter," he said."It 
was just as thpugh we had left our 
watches at home." 

But even after the first service, 

\ 

BACK HOME AGAIN Bill Marshall (left), executive secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, introduces furloughing foreign missionaries during the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention annual meeting in Owensboro Nov. 15. Four missionary couples with 
Kentucky roots brought greetings to convention messengers. • 

Franklin youth sponsor kids' $hopping trip 
o See Bowling Green ... , page 3 

When the children and youth re­
turn to the church, it will be time for 
"Christmas stuff' for the children and 
their parents, Crabtree said. He, along 
with Minister of Music Don Phillips 
and volunteers from the church will 
provide music and a creative rendition 
of the Christmas story. 

· Wrapped and waiting under the 
big Christmas tree will be a toy for 
each child. "They, like all children 
everywhere, really want a toy," Crab­
tree said. 

Each year the youth get almost as 
excited as the children as they present 
the gifts and watch the children's fac­
es light up as they unwrap their toys; • 
he explained. 

And, for the past two years, yach 
child also has received a Bible donat­
ed by a First Baptist family. This year, 
each child will receive a children's 
devotional book. 

Later in the holiday season, First 
Baptist adults will take the children's 
older siblings for one-on-one shop­
ping trips. 

While "Christmas for Christ" was 

. . 

begun by the youth of the church, it 
has become a holiday tradition in 
which the entire church participates. 

Fundraisers begin in the fall. Par­
ents of the youth cook a Sunday noon 
meal to which the entire church is in­
vited. Donations go to the fund. 

Church members "rent-a-youth" 
to do yardwork and household chores. 

. The youth minister drives the church 
bus to all "away" football games of 
the local high school The $1 each rid­
er pays goes into the fund. 

Each year, doriations from church 
members round out the $4,000 cost of 
"Christmas for Christ." 

Crabtree begins work with the lo­
cal school system and the social ser­
vices office in November to secure 
the names of children who could ben­
efit from receiving the gifts _and spe­
cial attention. "We try to help those 
no one else will be helping," he said. 

Around Thanksgiving, Crabtree 
sends each parent or guardian a letter 
which includes'.a list of 15 to 20 cloth­
ing items they are asked to prioritize. 
Jeans, slacks, shirts, socks, gloves, 
underwear, shoes, boots, blouses, pa-

jamas, sweaters and other clothing 
items are on the list. 

After the prioritized lists are re­
turned, Crabtree and volunteers from 
the church pair each child with First 
Baptist youth. 

This year, as every year, the shop­
ping day will be fun for First Baptist's 
youth. But, for teens who have every 
material thing they really need, it also 
will be an opportunity to kick off th~ 
Christmas season with giving, rather 
than receiving, Crabtree said. 

And it will provide a lesson in the 
value of a dollar. Most spend more on 
a pair of tennis shoes than the $80 
they will be given to spend on a "bud­
dy." Most importantly, it will show 
that "our God loves everybody and 
we are his vehicle," Crabtree said. 

While the day also will be fun for 
the children, for many it will have an 
added dimension. It will be their 
Christmas, Crabtree said. • 

If this year is like all the others, 
some parent will say to him when the 
day is over, "If it wasn't for 'Christ­
mas for Christ,' my children wouldn't 
have Christmas." 

Messick doubted if the people would 
come back for a second night. "We 
had a great crowd and a great re­
sponse, but the human side of me 
asked if they would be back tomor­
row," he explained. 

But the people did come back, and 
in even greater numbers. 

In each service, the men from 
Madisonville gave testimony to how 
Jesus Christ is real to them today. 

'That was the key," Vincent said. 
People at Fulton saw these are "real 
live people" just like them. "Our men 
were honest about their weaknesses 
and their strengths." 

Now, a few weeks after the Fulton 
experience, the Madisonville men are 
meeting regularly to consider what to 
do next. They are investigating the 
possibility of beginning a new con­
gregation in an area of their commu-
nity that needs a church. • 

This time, it will be easier for Mes­
sick and his men to say yes, he said, 
because they know from experience 
that "God gets his work done in to­
day's world through ordinary men 
and women just like you and me who 
are willing to say 'yes."' 

"Time did not 
matter. It was just 
as though we had 
left our watches at 
home." 
Lay revival leader Don 
Messick 
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6470. Institutional columns on 
an inside page are paid space. 

Claims made by advertisers 
are not necessarily those of 

the Western Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

Directors: Bill Thurman, 
Lexington, chairman; Rusty 

Ellison, Louisville, vice . 
chairman; Jim Abernathy, 

Covington, secretary; Mark 
Boes, Cecilia; Tom Curry, 
Louisville; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Sherry 
Hignite, London; Melinda 

Mays, Vanceburg; June B. 
Rice, Paintsville; John Searcy, 

Franklin; Jim Weaver, 
Madisonville; Kenneth Wells, 

Somerset. 

OPINION 

Pray for Shawiyas 
We wish to send out a call to 

prayer for one of the world's un­
reached people groups, the Shawiya 
Berbers. 

Their country of origin is Algeria. 
They are a semi-nomadic and pasto­
ral people. Some live in the Aures 
Mountains, and others live in towns 
in eastern Algeria, near Tunisia. 

Their religion is a mixture of Islam 
and animistic practices known as 
Sufism. 

They speak their own type of Ber­
ber, which incorporates soine Arabic 
and Berber from other groups. They 
only have portions of Scripture in 
their language, but missionaries are 
working on translating the New Tes­
tament for them. Only 120 Christians 
live among the Shawiya, who num-

'False sweetness' 
A minister delivered a children's 

sermon that has meaning for adults. 
The minister told the children he 

was going to play a trick on their 
mouths. He said a false sweet taste 
can be created two different ways. 

One way 

ber up to. 1.5 million. 
A civil war is raging in Algeria. 

Pray for peace and reconciliation be­
tween Islamic extremists and the mil­
itary government. Pray that these peo­
ple would come to know Jesus Christ 
as personal Savior. . 

God will answer our prayers, and 
we can rejoice in our closeness with 
him as we pray together for the salva­

. tion of the Shawiya. 
Name withheld to protect missionaries 

God bless H9lly 
I was very disturbed by the disre­

spect shown toward Larry Holly in 
Texas relative to the'i"ssue of Freema­
sonry (WR, Nov. 7). 

The following is one of the many 
resolutions adopted by the old associ­
ations of Kentucky and recorded by 
J.H. Spencer in "A .History of Ken­
tucky Baptists, Volume II." 

Long Run Associ.;ition resolved in 
1805 that, "any member of our soci­
ety is condemnable in joining a Free­
mason lodge" (page ,155). After fur­
ther questioning on the subject, it was 
later resolved that "we believe it 

This story has a great deal in com­
mon with human nature. Often we see 
people who harbor in their lives many 
spiritual and emotional sins, and yet 
they project in their day-by-day liv­
ing what they believe is sweetness of 
spirit. It does not take much frustra­
tion and anxiety for the "false sweet-

ness" to go 
is to eat an 
artichoke. 
The arti­

MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING 
away and 
the true feel­
ings of an­

choke has a chemical that makes plain 
water taste sweet. Another way to fool 
your taste is to put salt on your tongue 
and then drip a few drops of water on 
your tongue. The water will taste 
sweet. Both artichokes and salt can be 
used to trick you into believing water 
is sweeter than it is. It is called "false 
sweetness." 

ger, hate, distrust,jealousy, envy, etc. 
to come forward. 

"False sweetness" is not "true 
sweetness," and it is soon exposed as 
we live the normal experiences of life. 

Further, this "false sweetness" be­
comes a part of our lives when we 
fool our own minds into believing 
things that are harmful for us are ac-

Of pheasants and churches 
On the Thursday following the 

Kentucky Baptist Convention annual 
meeting, my son, Steve, and I rented 
a car and. almost "non-stopped" it all 
the way to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, about 

out-of-state hunters; never mind sore 
muscles; never mind batting zero on 
the birds. It was just good-so very 
good-to be out on those open, free 
ranges walking with my son, his 

eight hours away. We 
were headed to my second 
pheasant-hunting event, 
the first he had introduced 
to me two years ago. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

friend and Matty. It was 
like being let out of a cage! 

I loved every moment 
of the chill wind in my 
face, the sound of wind 
brushing over the dry 
grass and the optimistic 
anticipation of a rooster 
breaking noisily off the 
ground. The Lord willing, 
I'll go again next year! 

Staying in the home of 
friends he and Vanessa 
had made during their 
years there, we were greet­
ed royally about 11 p.m. 
by Matty, their 7-year-old 
springer spaniel, who 
would hunt with us the 
next two days. 

Steve invited me to at­
William w. Marshall tend church with him on 

Sunday before our return; 
The contrast of three 

straight days of sitting at the annual 
meeting with miles and miles of walk­
ing in the vast grain fields was invig­
orating, even though my aging legs 
moaned and groaned by the end of 
each day. 

I suppose I should complain that 
after two trips I have yet to down my 
first rooster. But I took some consola­
tion that neither Terry nor Steve got 
any either-and they took more 
shots! 

Never mind the $65 license for 

the church of which he and 
Vanessa were members while there. 

I never dreamed I'd feel "comfort­
able" in jeans and a sweater in a Sun­
day morning service! But I did; not a 
dozen ties and coats in the congrega­
tion of about 500. 

Beginning at 10 o'clock, I had 
been forewarned that the service 
would last until 12 and it did. 

Until past 11, the congregation 
participated in song and activity. I 
was unprepared to feel as positive 
about it as I did. 

wrong for members -of our churches 
to belong to a Masonic lodge, and if 
they cannot be reclaimed, exclude 
them" (page 160). 

What a difference! Then, if you 
endorsed Freemasonry, you could be 
excluded. Today, if you oppose it, 
you may be excluded. 

In the "Kentucky Monitor" by 
Henry Pirtle; a handbook for Masons, 
1921, page xv discusses ''The Spirit 
of Masonry." It states that all antiqui­
ty "believed in a future life ... and in a 
Mediator or Redeemer.... The Hindus 
called him 'Krishna; ... the Egyptians, 
Horus; Plato, Love; the Scandina­
vians, Balder; the Christians, Jesus; 

·Masons, Hiram." 
Our forefathers believed it was our 

duty to take the name of Jesus to all 
nations (Matthew 28:19); that only 
through the name of Jesus could men 
be saved (Acts 4: 12); and that there is 
only one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus (2 Timo­
thy 2:5). 

God will bless Brother Holly for 
his stand (Luke 6:22). 

Joe Morgan 
Vine Grove 

tually good for us. The extreme ex­
ample of this is the person who be­
comes addicted to drugs, alcohol or 
other-mind-altering chemicals. 

But we need to be reminded that 
some cases of "false sweetness" do 
not have to do with drugs and alco­
hol. People can even convince them­
selves that everything is right in their 
relationship to God and the church 
when in reality they are far from God, 
and their fellowship with the church 
has been broken for a long time. 

Don't hide behind a "false sweet­
ness" or mislead yourself by blindly 
approving everything you do. Re­
member, "false sweetness" is not true 
righteousness. 

Willis Henson, pastor 
Lone Oak First Baptist Church 

Paducah 

Several things impressed me: 
I All the children were called to 

the front, including infants in the arms 
of parents; not to hear a '. 'children' s 
sermon," but to experience the bless­
ing of the congregation. Moving 
among the children, with soft music 
in the background, the ministers and 
some lay-leadership placed hands on 
the head of each child and prayed for 
them. One by one, they returned to 
their seats, quietly and reverently. 

The senior minister had said at the 
beginning, "Angels come in just for 
this part!" When it was over, I sus­
pected he might have been right. . 

I The baptismal service included a 
time of testimony by the candidate 
and a full explanation to the congre­
gation (and visitors) about what be­
liever's baptism means. A church 
member/father baptized his own 
daughter; all were "prayed-over" 
when the baptism was complete. 

There were other "differences" in 
worship, including lots of praise and 
more clapping than I am comfortable 
with. Still, I worshipped. 

I marveled once again at the multi­
colored coat of Christ's church, and I 
thanked God that I am part of the fab­
ric. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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EDITORIALS· 
Thanks for making us feel right at home in Kentucky 

''I don't want to go!" Lindsay cried. we could have imagined. 
My daughter's words felt like an icepick in my soul. She and I held Several groups and individuals come to mind as I count my Kentucky 

each other tightly in the driveway of our soon-to-be-empty home. Tears blessings: 
flowed down our cheeks as we felt the full impact of our decision to ■ I always will be grateful for the dozen Western Recorder board 
leave Kentucky and return to Texas, where her mother and I grew up. members who called me to this good place. They are Dick Bridges, Bill 
My own sorrow multiplied with each heave of Lindsay's chest as she Crosby, Denzel Dukes, Glenn Durham, Greg Earwood, Paul Godsey, 
struggled for breath between anguished sobs. Garnett Hulette, Don Mantooth, Ike McDonald, Glen Mollette, John 

I knew exactly how she felt. My dad accepted the pastorate of a dif- Searcy and George Smith. They have been succeeded by an impressive 
ferent church when I was a teenager, and I bid farewell to the only friends line of equally fine board members- Jim Abernathy, Mark Boes; Tom 
I could remember. "Goodbye" sounds like a life sentence to a child. To Curry, Rusty Ellison, Frank Hatfield, Sherry Hignite, Karen Owen 
tell you the truth, it doesn't sound much better to an adult. Phelps, June Rice, Bill Thurman, Kay Trisler, Jim Weaver and Kenneth 

Lindsay loosened her grip and slipped into the car. Joanna and Molly Wells. Nobody ever worked with more committed, insightful board 
climbed in with her. All our eyes were blurry and our cheeks were stained members. 
as my girls backed into the street and headed to a new home in a new ■ Similar praise can be said for the Western Recorder,Staff. They are 
place. That was last month, and last week I followed them. dedicated Christians who see their work as ministry to the Lord on be-

After they left, I wiped my eyes, blew my nose and turned back to- half of Kentucky Baptists. Melanie Childers, our staff writer, brings sen-
ward the house. A burly mover offered much-needed pastoral care as sitivity and insight to the pages of the Recorder and to our office as well. 
he walked by, wheeling a load of boxes on a dolly. "I see this about Joyce Martin, another staff writer, has a passion for missions and 
twice a week," he said. "It hurts now, but you' 11 all feel better in compassion for people that leaps from her copy and into the lives 
time." of folks around her. Mauri Smith, the Recorder's marketing and 

How do people who are not grounded in faith handle ~-----; business manager, lends abundant expertise to our paper, and 
major transitions and grief? If our family didn't be- she also adds a wonderfully warm human touch to our of-
lieve this move to be the will of God, we could not fice. Ann Tatum, our receptionist and my secretary, de-
have survived saying goodbye to many wonderful ,_...._...,_. fines "loyalty" and "faithfulness." Sandy Teague, the 
friends. It would have hurt too, too much. subscription and accounting coordinator, is unflap-

y et we have been moving forward, following .___......_ __ __,__.a-_-'-_____ pable and tenacious in sorting out the details of corn\ 
the path we be~eve G?d has set before_us. Many d O V\l \'"'\ h O rvie plex b~siness ~atters. Mark w_ingfield, th~ parer's 
elements associated with our move excite us. For news drrector, is the most creative and prolific JOUr-
these, we are grateful. nalist I have known; he' s also my alter-ego, and I truly think he can r~ag 

Up to now, Jo and I have been the prodigals of our families. Since we my mind. Jeff Wise, our computer·"guru" has set a new standard for 
left Abilene, Texas, for Atlanta in 1979, we ~ever have lived near aµy of , tech~cal excellence, which is particularly remarkable for spmeone 
our kin'."Now,'we ·w~l~ liv:e abo~t JO to 4.5 ~ n~t~s--fr0m:l ~ oyt: of 1:3 ·: .. ·wh,o:s a r~n.t~~t~st;~J~~9~PR1~1"~~a1~irlr?~r:i)1ese _seven p~ople 
members of our families, mcluding parents, siblings and therr children.' have·shared most of my waking hours the pastJew years, and the Jour­
A friend teased that, after all these years, I'll fmd out whether I really get ney alongside them has been a delight. 
along with my mother-in-law. I'll have a good time fmding out, just as ■ Colleagues in the Baptist Building and at the various Kentucky 
we'll enjoy watching our daughters get to know their grandparents and Baptist agencies and fnstitutions have been solid, caring; consecrated 
cousins much more closely. partners in ministry. We've shared hopes and fears , jokes and dreams. 

The move also offers me an opportunity to fulfill a dream. I remem- Their vision for God's work in this world has shaped my own. 
ber reading the Baptist Standard, the Texas Baptist newspaper, as a boy. ■ I cannot calculate the impact Bill Marshall, the KBC' s executive 
Years later, as I struggled to interpret God's plan for my life, my dad secretary-treasurer, has had on my life. When I arrived in Kentucky, I 
took me to Dallas to talk to Toby Druin, a longtime family friend who expected he would be a valuable colleague and possibly even ·a friend. 
had just joined the Standard as associate editor. In this talented journal- He has been much, niuch more. He's like a big brother or uncle in the 
ist, I saw a committed Baptist layman who ministered to others by pro- ministry- a prayer partner, confidant, adviser, sounding board. He's 
ducing a helpful Christian newspaper. On that trip, I felt both God' s exulted with me in happy days, lifted me up in difficult days, andbright­
blessing and my father's blessing to pursue a ministry of journalism. ened my life during innumerable "normal" days. I' 11 bear the mark of his 
Now, in joining the Standard, I will live _out a dream of my youth and ministry and friendship all my days. 
also work alongside my mentor and friend, the new editor, Toby Druin. ■ Our entire family also will bear the beautiful marks of Crescent 

Less tangibly, but just as importantly, Jo and I are thrilled about re- Hill Baptist Church upon our lives. We have been blessed to participate 
turning to a place we've always called home. We've been a bit like vag- in a fellowship of faith that has demonstrated time and again the gifts of 
abonds, and so we've learned to make home the place we unpack our grace, courage, faith, hope, love and redemption. Crescent Hill people 
boxes. As a matter of fact, we've felt completely at home in Kentucky. loved us into their fellowship the frrst time when we were only two-Jo 
When we moved here, we figured we'd spend the rest of our lives here. and I, during seminary years. Then, when we returned to Kentucky, they 
We assumed my previous decision to study at Southern Seminary in- picked up where we left off. They supplied all of us with extended fam­
stead of Southwestern had burned our Texas bridges behind us. We came ily, nurture and care. We'll forever be grateful to the people in the place 
with the full intention of settling in, raising our girls and growing gray in where Lindsay and Molly took their frrst steps of Christian faith, and 
the Bluegrass. And yet, despite our "home is where you live" credo, we where their daddy and mama also grew in faith. 
always talked about ''going home" when we went back to visit family. ■ Finally, how can I say thanks enough to beloved Kentucky Baptist 
People in this part of the country- where trees grow much taller than a brothers and sisters all across the commonwealth? You ( all right, most 
one-story house, spring and fall paint the landscape in splendid hues, of you) embraced us with loving and open arms. You prayed for us, 
and hills roll like limestone waves- sometimes poke fun at the barren encouraged us and allowed us to minister alongside you. Even when we 
landscape of our Texas plains. But our affinity for the peculiarities of disagreed, you (all right, most of you) wrote and spoke out of Christian 
Texas- big sky, wild wind and people with personalities to match- is love and respect. Your calls, letters and other contacts of admonition and 
an acquired taste. The Southwest may look like the backside of the moon affrrmation spoke to me as from the Lord. When I think back upon you, 
to other people, but it's our backside of the moon, and we love it. I will remember warm embraces, hearty handshakes, fond greetings, 

We also love J(entucky and Kentucky Baptists. We've tried to ex- prayers of ericouragement, cooperative spirits and a passion for hands-
plain to our girls that the sadness we feel is good grief. We've been on missions. • 
blessed beyond measure these past few years. And our sorrow at leaving You (yes, all of you) will be in my prayers. And when I pray for you, 
reminds us of the breadth and depth of the joy and happiness we have I will thank God for you and thank God for blessing the Knoxes with a 
experienced. We hurt so deeply because we have been loved- so freely. home in Kentucky. 
Judging by the volume of our tears, we have been loved far more than Marv Knox 

"I thank my God 
upon every 
remembrance of 
you, always in 
every prayer of 
mine making 
request for you all • .. 
with joy, for your 
fellowship in the 
gospel ... " 
(Philippians 1 :3-5) 
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"You've got to 
have 'fire in the 
belly,' a passion 

that won't let you 
quit. That will 

make breaking-out 
ministries 

possible. It doesn't 
take a lot of 

people, but when 
there is that kind 

of passion, God 
will make it 

happen." 
Larry Martin, Kentucky 

Baptist Convention 
missions and evangelism 

director 

MINISTRY 
Kentucky Baptists urged to 'break out' of the church 
Continued from page 1 
time," said Larry Martin, director of 
the KBC' s missions and evangelism 
division. 

"You've got to have 'fire in the 
belly,"' he said in his keynote 
speech, "a passion that won't let you 
quit. That will make breaking-out 
ministries possible. It doesn't take a 
lot of people, but when there is that 
kind of passion, God will make it 
happen." 

Using passages from Luke and 
Matthew, Martin said Jesus clearly 
spelled out that his ministry consist­
ed of preaching good news, healing 
the sick, feeding the hungry and aid­
ing the less fortunate. 

Thus, there is no way a church can 
claim to be a New Testament body, 
he said, and fail to meet the needs of 
the community. 

The church must help people 
overcome issues such as fear, suspi­
cion and loneliness before they will 
come into the church, Martin said. 

And the church must free its lay­
people to take the gospel to the mar­
·ketplace. 

"Many laypeople in our Kentucky 
churches are lonely because they 
have a deep urging inside," he said. 
''They see people they work with ev­
ery day, but they've been taught the 
only ones who can minister are peo­
ple on a church staff or paid mission­
aries. They need to be set free." . 
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EDUCATION 
Accrediting team visits Southern; results not yet public 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE- Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary faces its most 
serious accreditation challenge in re­
cent history, according to seminary 
faculty and students who met with an 
accreditation team Nov. 8-10. 

Faculty members reportedly asked 
the Association of Theological 
Schools to place the seminary on a 
five-year probationary status, with 
frequent site visits to measure 
progress. Whether ATS representa­
tives will recommend such a sanction 
has not been disclosed. 

Seminary President Al Mohler has 
received a preliminary report from the 
joint accreditation team, but the con­
tents of that report won't be made 
public until sometime next year. Due 
to the confidential nature of accredi­
tation investigations, some parts of 
the report may never be made public. 

The joint accreditation team in­
cluded representatives from the Asso­
ciation of Theological Schools, the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools and the Council on Social 
Work Education. A TS and SACS are 
the seminary's primary accrediting 
agencies. CSWE accredits the master 
of social work degree offered through 
the Carver School of Church Social 
Work. 

The accreditation investigation 
was prompt_!!d by last spring's contro­
versy surrounding the Carver School 
but encompassed a broader range of 
issues than the Carver School. The 
Carver School crisis surfaced last 
March when Mohler fired the 
school's dean, Diana Garland, after 
she told students Mohler's restrictive 
hiring policies threatened the school's 
accreditation. 

Seminary trustees subsequently 
voted to affirm Mohler' s actions and 
enacted permanent changes in the fac-

ulty hiring process. Trustees also de­
creed that faculty, staff and students 
who disagree with the administration 
are not to criticize the administration 
publicly. 

The accreditation team reportedly 
examined these trustee actions, Gar­
land's firing, issues of overall semi­
nary administration, as well as com­
pliance by trustees, administration 
and faculty with the "Covenant Re­
newal" document enacted by those 
parties in 1991. 

Although final decisions on the 
seminary's accreditation with A TS 
and SACS won't be made until next 
year, more information on CSWE's 
accreditation of the master of social 
work degree has come to light since 
the accrediting team's visit. • 

Janet Spressart, acting dean of the 
Carver School, wrote a letter Nov. 15 
to the 24 social work students who 
normally would finish their degree 
programs in the 1996-97 academic 
year. They are the last students admit­
ted to the program before new enroll­
ment was cut off last spting. 

The seminary has been attempting 
to transfer the master of social work 
degree program to another Baptist in­
stitution and currently is negotiating 
with Campbellsville College_. One 
goal of the negotiations with Camp­
bellsville and earlier with Samford 
University has been to transfer opera­
tion of the degree program by August 
1996, but with provisions for the re­
maining students to be aole to finish 
their degrees. 

"Conversations continue with 
Campbellsville College and other in­
stitutions, but a transfer is unlikely to 
occurbeforefall 1997," Spressartsaid 
in her letter to students. 

And carrying accreditation 
through such a transfer is not a sure 
thing, she added. She cited a conver­
sation with Nancy Randolph, CSWE 
executive director, to report that "ac-

creditation of the Carver School is not 
transferable to another institution." 
Randolph confirmed that statement in 
a Nov. 21 interview with the Western 
Recorder. 

Spressart said CSWE will consid­
er maintaining accreditation of the 
Carver School at Southern Seminary 
through May 1997, if the seminary 
submits a letter requesting a continu­
ance without applying for reaccredi­
tation. 

"Clearly, the program in church 
social work education offered 
through the Carver School of Church 
Social Work would . .. cease to exist 
at Southern Seminary after May 
1997," Spressart wrote. 

CSWE accreditation actually will 
cease in May 1996 unless the semi­
nary requests a one-year continuance, 
Spressart implied. Spressart said 
CSWE has said this continuance 
might be granted, if two other criteria 
are met: 

I That decisions made by ATS and 
SACS as a result of the November site 
visit do not impact CSWE's ability to 
continue accreditation. 

I That the educational quality of 
the Carver School can be sustained, a 
factor dependent largely on the stabil­
ity of faculty. Since last spring, the 
Carver School has declined from six 
full -time faculty members to two, 
Spressart and Garland. Neither has 
said how long she will remain on the 
faculty. 

Spressart told students that David 
Dockery, vice president for academic 
administration, has begun talking 
with representatives from the Univer­
sity of Louisville and the University 
of Kent~cky about accepting Carver 
School students, should that become 
necessary. No guarantees have been 
offered, however. 

Carver School students, with help 
from Carver School alumni, have ob­
tained legal counsel and are making 

Plans for Lexington-based school advancing. 
By Mark Wingfield 
News Director 

OWENSBORO-A group of (i0 
Kentucky Baptists met at Third Bap­
tist Church in Owensboro Nov. 14 to 
endorse a proposed Baptist Center 
for Theological Education to be 
housed at Lexington Theological 
Seminary. • 

"The purpose of this center is to 
provide theological education and 
ministry training for those pursuing 
vocational ministry as well as those 
involved in the ministry of the laity," 
said Greg Brooks, president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and 
pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Lexington. 

The center, which could open as 
early as the fall of 1997, is proposed 
to be a joint project of Lexington 
Theological Seminary, Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary at Richmond, the 
Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

The Kentucky Baptist Fellowship 
already has appointed a committee to 
guide development of this new cen­
ter. That committee is chaired by 
Paul Simmons, former professor of 
Christian ethics at Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. 
"This is a brand-new opportunity 

for theological education in an ecu­
menical setting," Simmons told the 
group. 

He outlined four goals for the im-
mediate future: 

I Naming a center director. 
I Identifying sources of funding. 
I Developing a program of study. 
I Recruiting students for the fall 

of 1997. 
Brooks •Said he hopes the Ken­

tucky Baptist Fellowship will con­
tribute at least $200,000 annually to 
the center. 

One of the committee's goals is to 
enable Baptist students to choose this 
new option without having to spend 
more in tuition than they would pay 
at a Southern Baptist Convention 
seminary, he said. 

Pastors and laypeople attending 
the session asked numerous ques­
tions about the proposed arrange­
ment, such as what degrees will be 
offered, which institution's name 
will be on the degrees awarded and 
what doctrinal influence the Disci­
ples of Christ-affiliate_d _Lexington 
Theological Seminary will bring to 
bear on Baptist students. 

Brooks said the Disciples of 
Christ branch of the Christian • 
Church is "more a kindred spirit of 
Baptists than any other group." 

Sharon Dowd, a Baptist who 
teaches at Lexington Theological 
Seminary, said Baptist students who 
have studied there and at other non­
Baptist schools "actually become 
more Baptist" through exposure to 
other faiths. 

Simmons noted that students in • 
the proposed Baptist center would 
take at least one-third of their cours­
es from Baptist professors. "This is 
ecumenicity in its best sense," he ex­
plained. 

This new model is exciting to the 
faculty and administration of Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Richmond, 
reported Bill Rogers, a Christian ed­
ucation professor there. 

"Baptists have been separation­
ists; we have been isolationists," 
Rogers said. "And now we have a 
chance to do it right." 

Lexington Theological Seminary 
currently offers a master of divinity 
degree in Baptist studies, with 75 
percent tuition scholarships available 
to Baptist students. 

preparations to file a class-action law­
suit against the seminary for breach 
of contract if they cannot graduate 
with an accredited degree. Students 
and others close to this legal process 
would not discuss details of a poten­
tial lawsuit publicly at this time. • 

Ultimately, the seminary faces se­
rious accrediation issues not only with 
the master of social work degree pro­
gram, but with all its degree pro­
grams, which are accredited by ATS 
and SACS. 

ATS representatives on the recent 
campus visit will file a report with the 
agency's commission on accredita­
tion, which is scheduled to meet the 
third week of January. The ATS com­
mission on accreditation will deter­
mine what sanctions, if any, to levy 
against the seminary. That informa­
tion will be relayed confidentially to 
the seminary for a response and then 
will be made public one month later. 

SACS has made its primary report 
to seminary administration through 
the exit interview conducted with 
Mohler, according to SACS spokes­
man Ben Hudson. A written report 
with the same information should be 
delivered to the president soon, he 
added. 

The seminary will have until April 
10 to respond to the SACS represen­
tatives' comments and recommenda­
tions. Both the visiting team's report 
and the seminary's response will be 
considered during the summer meet­
ing of SACS officials, the week of 
June 24. 

Any sanctions levied against the 
seminary by SACS would be report­
ed publicly at that time, Hudson said. 
However, the full report of the com­
mission to the seminary will be made 
public only if the seminary chooses. to 
release it, he said. 

Seminary officials declined to 
comment on the accrediting team vis-
it and exit interview. • 

"Accreditation of 
the Carver School 
is not transferable 
to another 
institution." 
Carver School Acting 
Dean Janet Spressart; 
·citing the position of the 
Council on Social Work 
Education 

rL 

'fll 

Samford dedicates BeesQn Hall 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (ABP)-Samford University dedicated 

the new Beeson Divinity 1-ialWct. 23-27. • 
The building is the permanent home for Samford's Beeson 

Divinity School, established in 1988 by a bequestfrom the 
estate of philanthropist Ralph Waldo Beeson .. " • 

In a dedicatory address, Beeson Dean Timothy George 
~onsecrated the hall "to the glory of God, for the ser.,ice of his : 
church and to the furtherance of his kingdom." •• 

Highlights of the week-long celebration included a Tuesday 
evening banquet honoring Southern Baptist patriarchs 
Herschel Hobbs and W.A. Criswell. 

Hobbs, 88, longtime pastor of First Baptist Churctfin 
Oklahom.a City,· built a reputation a$ a leading author,ity on 
Baptist doctrine. Criswell, 85, earned fame -for his fiery • 
expository-preaching style durfng 50 years as pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas. , • • 

The two departed from an evening of mostly lTght-hearted 
story telling to lament division in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, including the 1991 formation pf the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship by disaffected moderates. • 

Major points of contention could have been resolved, 
Hobbs said, if conservatives controlling the SBC had l:leeded 
recommendations of the 1987 Peace Committee calling for 
balancing leaders,hip in the convention between the two 
groups, 

"If those recommendations had been followed.....;...balanced 
appointments, balanced faculties, boards-we would never 
have had a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship," Hobbs said. 
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NATIONAL NOTES Partial-birth Abortion Ban Act headed back to Senate 
■ The U.S. House of 

Representatives has 
approved, by a 241-177 

vote, a program that 
would provide federally 
funded scholarships for 
low-income children to 
attend public or private 

schools in the District of 
Columbia. Church-state 

separationists have 
criticized the action, 

which must be acted on 
by the Senate before 

becoming reality. 

■ Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who have 

warned for decades that 
the generation aware of 

events in 1914 would 
not die off before seeing 

an Armageddon 
bloodbath and dawn of a 

new world, have 
changed their position. A 

spokesman for the 
Brooklyn, N.Y.-based 

sect saidi a re­
examination of Scripture 
prompted leadership to 
see "this generatiqi" as 

the people of a historical 
era rather than the 
lifespan of certain 

individuals. Jehovah's 
Witnesses contend that 
Jesus "returned" to rule 

in the heavenly realm. 

■ Alabama's state 
school board voted Nov. · 

9 to add a message to 
new biology textbooks 

saying evolution is a 
theory, not fact. "No one 

was present when life 
first appeared on Earth. 

Therefore any statement 
about life's origins 

should be considered as 
theory, not fact," the 
250-word statement 

says. 

WASHINGTON (BP)- The Par­
tial-birth Abortion Ban Act was slat­
ed to return to the Senate calendar 
Nov. 27, after a six-hour hearing 
sponsored by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee Nov. 17. 

The bill, H.R. 1833, already has 
been approved by the House of Rep­
resentatives. If passed by the Senate, 
it would be the first limitation enact­
ed on abortion rights since the land­
mark 1973 Roe vs. Wade Supreme 
Court decision. 

At the Judiciary Committee hear­
ing, some pro-abortion senators indi­
cated they would introd_uce amend­
ments, including some to provide ex­
ceptions for use of the procedure. 
Those amendments will be attempt­
ed on the Senate floor. 

The Senate voted Nov. 8 to refer 
the legislation to the Judiciary Com­
mittee for a hearing. The action fol­
lowed by only a week the House of 
Representative's 288-139 vote in fa­
vor of H.R. 1833. 

A day before the Senate's referral 
to the committee, the White House 
announced officially President Bill 
Clinton's opposition to the bill. 

In a policy statement released 
through the Office of Management 
and Budget, the Clinton administra­
tion · said: "The president believes 
that the decision to have an abortion 
should be between a woman, her 
conscience, her doctor and her God. 
... The president has long opposed 
late-term abortions except where 
they are necessary to protect ,the life 
of the mother or where there is a 
threat to het health, consistent with 
the law .... Therefore, the administra­
tion cannot support H.R. 1833 be­
cause it fails to provide for consider­
ation of the need to preserve the life 
and health of the mother, consistent 
with the U.S. Supreme Court's deci­
sion in Roe vs. Wade." 

An exemption to allow the proce­
dure in order to protect the mother's 
health would render the bill mean-

20' to 33' Buses by Champion 
. Motor Coach, inc. 

CHURCH BUSES 
(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK) 

• 12 to 38 adult capacity 
• Over 30 used buses for sale-We buy used buses . 

• Guaranteed buy-back program 

• CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
P.O. Box 2126 

Brentwood, TN 37024-2126 

Call Henry Headden today 
1-800-3 7 0-6180 
1-615-371-6180 

"Ask about our Rental Bus Program" 

_Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required) 
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment) 
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ingless, the bill's supporters argue. 
The Supreme Court's definition of 
"health" in Doe vs. Bolton, the 1973 
companion case to Roe vs. Wade, in­
cludes emotional and familial health, 
thereby permitting abortion for a 
wide variety of reasons throughout 
pregnancy. 

While the bill does not provide an 
exception in case of a threat to the 
mother's life, it does allow as an ac­
ceptable defense for the doctor the 
necessity of saving her life. 

In September, the American Med-

ical Association's legislative council 
unanimously recommended the 
AMA's board of trustees support the 
bill. 

In October, however, the AMA's 
board split on the recommendation 
and decided not to take a position. 

The American College of Obste­
tricians and Gynecologists opposes 
the bill. 

Punishment of up to two years in 
prison and fines could be levied on 
any doctor found guilty under the 
legislation. 

The Oneida Players 
of Oneida Baptist Institute present 

"IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE" 
Script by James Rodgers 

Based on the film by Frank Capra 

December 14, 15 and 16 at 7:00 P.M. each evening 
Admission: $1.00. No reservations necessary. 

This heartwarming drama prom~ses to 
brighten your Christmas season. 

0 We hope you can join us! 

.; ·_ .:.._J."11 . 1 .,'- ~.'..1 ":.t".!-/ 

Thank you, God! 
We live in a time of intense 

feelings . To get attention today, 
television producers compete to 
see which program can use the 
worst language or show the most 
risque scenes. 

Our politicians point fingers 
and talk about how terrible the oth­
er side is. The print and broadcast 
media look for the sensational. Ev­

Questions? 
(606) 847-4111 

tist Homes for Children and our 
partnership with Kentucky Bap­
tists across the state, 2,222 chil­
dren and families were served. 

Thank you, God, for the Rus­
sian Partnership. Though I have 
not been to Russia, I have seen the 
fruits of our ministry there. The 
fruit I have seen is our own 
changed lives. People across Ken­

eryone seems to be on 
the attack. 

If we took the ap­
proach of our world to­
day we would focus our 
attacks on God- for 
isn't he the one who 
created the world and 
allowed it to get in the 
shape it is in? 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

tucky now have friends 
among those they once 
thought totally atheistic. 

Thank you, God, for 
giving to each of us a 
spirit of forgiveness . 
We see so many heart­
aches in the lives of the 
individuals we serve. 
Thank you for bringing 
healing to broken 
hearts. 

The truth is, howev­
er, that it is we humans 
who have so often for- Curtis C. Mooney 
gotten what God has 

Thank you, God, for 
the gift of your Son. He 

taught about what is 
good· and decent. 

As I approached the special 
season of Thanksgiving last week, 
I decided to focus on what is good 
and what unites us rather than on 
what divides us. Here are some 
things for which I am thankful: 

Thank you, God, for a tremen­
dous people called Kentucky Bap-
tists. Thank you for their love of 
children and families and their 
willingness to work to make the 
lives of their neighbors better. This 
past year through Kentucky Bap-

gives our lives meaning 
and calls upon each of us to live 
beyond ourselves to truly be our 
brother's keeper. 

Let each of us be thankful for 
what God has given and strive to 
work together to make this world 
what he would have it be. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky. 
40243. 
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Charities may 
receive property 
from donors 
By Laurie Valentine 

If you own a home or other 
· property that you no longer 
want to live in or manage and 

• you are thinking about making 
a charitable gift, a gift of real 
estate may be an effective way 
to accomplish both of your ob-
jectives. •• 

An outright gift of real estate 
that has appreciated in value 
can provide double benet}ts­
an immediate income tax de­
duction equal to the current 
market value of the property 
and avoidance of the tax on the 
capital gains that would be pay­
able if you sold the property. 

If the property's value has 
depreciated, you should sell the 
property and make a gift of the 
sale proceeds to charity. This 
allows you to potentially use 
both the charitable deduction 
and the capital loss on your in- · 
come tax return. 

Sometimes a donor wishes 
to make a gift during life but 

' cannot afford to give up all ben­
efits from the property. If you 
are considering making a gift of 
your residence, a vacation 
home or a farm, the tax laws 
permit you to make a current 
gift of the property while re­
serving the right to live in the 
property for the remainder of 
your life or that of you and your 
spouse or another survivor. 
Your tax deduc:tion would be 
the difference between the cur­
rent value and the present val­
ue of the life interests you have 
reserved, not the full value of 
the property. 

Real estate also may be used 
to fund a cp.aritable remainder 
trust. These types of trusts pro­
vide an income stream to the 
donor or other non-charitable 
beneficiaries for life or a term 
of years with the remainder 
passing to charity. 

In choosing the property to 
gift, consider salability, current 
value and whether the property 
is subject to.a mortgage. These 
issues may affect the way in 
which your gift should be made 
to be most beneficial to you and 
the charitable recipient. 

Laurie Valentine is trust coun­
sel and interim chief operating of­
ficer for the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation. For more information 
on donating property to a charita­
ble cause, call the Foundation at 
(502) 245-4101. 

NATION 
Religion amendment praised & jeered 

WASHINGTON-A proposed 
· constitutional amendment allowing 

for greater religious expression in 
public places is drawing cheers and 
jeers after its introduction on the 
House floor Nov. 15 by Rep. Henry 
Hyde, an Illinois Republican. 

Hyde ' s 45-word "Religious 
Equality Amendment" has the back­
ing of Christian conservatives who 
believe the First Amendment of the 
Constitution does not go far enough 
in guaranteeing religious liberty. 
They say the measure would protect 
religious expression in public schools 
and other venues from government 
interference. 

Opponents say the measure, which 
would be the first alteration in the 
constitutional language on religious ' 
freedom in 204 years, would lead to 
coercive religious activities in schools 
and narrow the historic separation of 
church and state. 

Even among conservatives who 
support some kind of amendment, 
differences about the measure's lan­
guage remain. Rep. Ernest Istook Jr., 
R-Okla., has introduced his own ver­
sion of a Religious Equality Amend­
ment. Istook' s version takes a posi-

. tion even more accomodating to reJi­
gion than Hyde's. 

Hyde's specific language reads: 
"Neither the United States nor any 

state shall deny benefits to or oth~r-• 
wise discriminate against any private 
person or group on account of reli­
gious expression, belief or identity; 
nor shall the prohibition on laws re­
specting an establishment of religion 
be construed to require such discrim­
ination." 

The preamble, which is not part of 
the formal amendment, states: "Pro­
posing an amendment to the Consti­
tution of the United States in order to 
secure the unalienable right of the 
people to acknowledge, worship and 

serve their Creator, according to the 
dictates of conscience." 

The Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission has endorsed 
Hyde's measure, while the Baptist 
Joint Committee /on Public Affairs 
has denounced it. • 

"The Hyde art\~ndment is so sim­
ple even a lawyer•can understand it," 
said Michael Whitehead, the CLC's 
genera) counsel.I, "To support this · 

, amendment is to fopport equal treat­
ment of religion by government. To 
oppose this amenement is, in effect, 

. to support discrimination." 
But BJC General Counsel Brent 

Walker called the proposal "radical 
surgery on the First Amendment." 

"We should never try to amend the 
Constitution, pafticularly the First 
Amendment, unless there is a com­
pelling need fori: it," Walker said_. 
"There is none here. . The First 
Amendment and an array of support­
ing laws ... proviae vigorous protec­
tion for our religious freedom." 

But Whitehead and Steven McFar­
land, director of the Christian Legal 
Society's Center for Law and Reli­
gious Freedom, · countered that con­
fusing court decisions for several de­
cades have made such an amendment 
necessary. 

"This amendment wm:l!d not re­
voke any part of the First Amend­
ment," McFarland said. "It only cor­
rects court misinterpretation of it. We 
want religious people free to exercise 
and express their faith without help or 
hindrance by government." 

Whitehead said the proposed 
amendment poses no threat to the 
First Amendment. 'This amendment 
is nothing to be afraid of, if you really 
oppose discrimination," he said. "If 
you support religious discrimination, 
then you might have good cause to 
fear this amendment." 

Barry Lynn, executive director of 

·--· CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: Full-time early child­
hood minister (children, birth-8). Re­
ply to: Early Childhood Search Com­
mittee, 230 JR Miller Blvd., Owens­
borQ, KY 42301. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Please send resume to: First 
Baptist Church Broadway, P.O. Box 
132, Danville, KY 40422 Attn: Youth 
Minister Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Minister of music/ed­
ucation, full- or part-time. Send re­
sume to: Vine Grove Baptist Church, 
408 W. Main St., Vine Grove, KY 
40175. 

FREE: Report: Eight secrets cler­
gy need to know to minimize their tax 
obligations and maximize their finan­
cial well-being. Act now! (800) 823-
7864, 24 hours. -

WANTED: Permanent/part-time 
minister of music; predominately 
Southern Gospel music. Send resume 
to: Cloverleaf Baptist Church, 4401 
Manslick Rd., Louisville, KY 40216. 
Telephone: (502) 367-0218. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
education minister, Buena Vista Bap­
tist Church, Owensboro, Ky. Send re­
sume to: Search Committee, c/o By­
ron Rice, 2924 Plymouth Place, 
Owensboro, KY 42303: 

SEEKING: Dynamic pastor de­
sired in an evangelical, seeker-friend­
ly, SBC church. Spiritual gifts should 
include: Biblical application preach­
ing, teaching, nurturing believers. 
Must also be a personable, youth-ori­
ented team player. Seminary training 
required. Send resume to: Centerfield 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1026, 
Crestwood, KY 40014, Arin: Pastor 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister. Providence Baptist Church, 
Frankfort, Ky. Send resume to: Pen­
ny Slattery, 1007 Tierra Linda Dr., 
Frankfort, KY 40601. 

NEEDED: Loving, Christian 
teachers needed for Mothers' Day 

• Out on Thursdays, 9:45-2: 15, at • 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church. Call 
Linda at (502) _254-2741 for details. 

CARE: Care for the elderly in my 
home: State approved, references at 
interview. (502) 361-4083. 

SEEKING: Full-time· . pastor. 
Contact: Pulpit Committee, c/o First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 616, Saly­
ersville, KY 41465. 

SECURITY: Need security at 
church, business or home? Call Bob 
at ADT Security Systems, Lexington, 
(606) 254-0837 or (502) 343-4056. 

Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, sounded a more 
ominous warning, however. 

'The Hyde proposal is not a 'reli­
gious equality amendment;' it's a re­
ligious tyranny amendment," Lynn 
said. "Congressman Hyde and his al­
lies want to slap a clerical collar on 
Uncle Sam." 

Walker of the BJC further warned 
that the amendment could OP.en the 
door to government funding of reli­
gious activities. 

"Current law does not allow, but 
the new amendment would permit 
and sometimes require, government 
funding ofreligious activities," Walk­
er said. "Thus, if the government 
funds the educational and charitable 
activities of secular organizations, it 
would also fund the sacred missions 
of churches and other pervasively 
sectarian groups. This is wrong." 

Whitehead discounted that threat, 
drawing a distinction between man­
dating support of religious institutions 
and allowing support for religious 
schools on the same basis as non-reli­
gious schools. 

Both conservatives and liberals 
alike expressed concern about Is- . 
took' s amendment alternative. 

"We're very concerned that it (ls­
took's proposal) would' open up the 
possibility of imposing on unwilling 
minorities a Christian or a majoritari­
~ religious belief," said Forest Mont­
gomery, counsel for the National As-
sociation of Evangelicals. • 

Whitehead also said -he fears Is­
took' s amendment might cause con­
fusion among potential supporters by 
introducing different language. "We 
think the Hyde version is the shortest, 
crispest version to make sure we do 
enough without doing too much and 
going too far," he said. 

Compiled from Religion'News Service 
and Baptist Press reports 

SEEKING: _Part-time youth and 
music director for moderate Baptist 
church; housing optional. Send re­
sume to: Rock Haven Community 
Baptist Church, 4444 Old Mill Rd., 
Brandenburg, KY 40108. 

• URGENT: Teachers for two­
year-olds for a two-days-a-week 
mothers' day out program. Call for in­
formation: Rockford Lane Baptist 
Church, (502) 447-2591 or448-4817. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth and children. Please sen<i re­
sume to: Ashby Lane Baptist Church, 
Youth-Children Search Committee, 
6617 Ashby Lane, Louisville, KY 
40272. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor­
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail­
able for vacation rental. Large pool, 
tennis courts , bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-
8752. 

MISSIONS: Youth groups need­
ed in New Orleans, Branson, Atlanta, 
Orlando, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
Buffalo for 1996 summer mission 
projects. We provide meals, lodging, 
assignment. For information, costs, 
call Dr. Harry Fowler, Youth on Mis­
sion, (800) 299-0385. 

In next week's 
Recorder: 

A PciinVCounterpoint 
debate on the proposed 
"Religious Equality 
Amendment" by Michael 
Whitehead of the 
Christian Life 
Commission and Melissa 
Rogers of the Baptist 
Joint Committee 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention partnerships 

in Russia, Utah/Idaho, 
eastern Kentucky and 

Boston: 
■ Funds for printing 
"Experiencing God" 

materials which now are 
available in Russian. 

■ Russian students who 
attend a Friday night 

Bible study near 
Moscow. 

■ CARROLLTON- First Church 
ordained Bill Lewis and Randy Mef­
ford to the deacon ministry Nov. 5. 
■ COVINGTON- Rosedale Church 
will host the Crescent Springs Church 
children and youth choir in a perfor­
mance of "Case of the Missing Christ­
mas" Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. 

■ FOREST HILLS- First ·church 
called Al LaRoe as pastor. He began 
his new ministry Nov. 27. LaRoe was 
ordained to the gospel ministry at 
Highland Church in Louisville Nov. 
12. 
■ GILBERTSVILLE- East Mar­
shall Church celebrated its homecom­
ing Oct. 8, with a record in Sunday 
school attendance of 79. 

■ Russians Elia and 
Vladic, who made 

professions of faith in 
Christ recently. 
■ Russians Ola, 

Natasha, Anna and 
Tanya who attend a Bible 

study for children. 

■ CRESCENT SPRINGS- The 
children and youth of Crescent 
Springs Church will present "Case of 
the Missing Christmas" Dec. 9 at 7 
p.m. A "Celebration" of Christmas 
music will be presented Dec. 10 at 
10:55 a.m. The church will have a live 
nativity Dec. 15-20, 6:30-9 p.m., with 
the children and youth perfonning at 
the Dec. 17 event. 

■ LEXINGTON-Mike Rogers re­
signed as pastor of Chevy Chase 
Church. Rogers and Claude King 
have written ''The Kingdom Agenda: • 
Experiencing God in Your Work­
place." Rogers has been called to be­
gin a new ministry, equipping Chris­
tians to be marketplace missionaries 
and will be available to teach in 
churches, businesses and on college 
campuses. Call (606) 269-7661 for 
information. 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Mount 
Zion · Church called Scott Kerr as 
pastor. He will begin his new minis­
try Dec. 10. 

Let's Not Let 
ChUdren Go 
HungryAtry 

Longer! 

Help The Children 
P.O. Box 1511 

■ LOUISVILLE- Highland Park 
First Church called Howard Beau­
man as pastor. Beauman previously 
was pastor at First Church in Paris. He 
will begin his new ministry Dec. 3. 

Ormsby Heights Church celebrat­
ed it 35th anniversary Nov. 5. Rus­
sell Bennett, executive director of 
Long Run Association, was guest 
speaker. 

■ Spiritual power and 
stamina for Greater 

Boston Baptist 
Association Director of 

Missions Ignatius 
Meimaris and his wife, 

Nena, and for GBBA 
partnership director 

Vicky Parrott and her 
family. 

Pikeville, Kentucky 41502 
Shively Church will present its 

fifth annual "Walk Through Bethle­
hem" Dec. 1 from 6-9 p.m. ; Dec. 2 
from noon-8 p.m.; and Dec. 3 from 3-
7 p.m. Call (502) 367-9155 for infor­
mation. 

$20 will feed a family for one month 

HELP THE CHILDREN 

Not v~ry often 
How many times have we used the expression 

"not very often?" We may say it is "not very of­
ten someone says 'thank you."' All of us like to 
be thanked; for tt~ose little and sometimes not-so­
little things we do for others. 

At times we say it is "not very often" I do or 
do not do certain things. As we get older we eas­
ily fall into routines that become very natural. 

Something happened this week that does "not 
happen very often." I received a note from the 
parent of one of our students. When this mother 
enrolled her child in our school, she • 
was having a difficult time financially. 
The father and mother of this student 
were temporarily out of work. 

Often parents say that if we can ac­
cept their child on a full or nearly full 
scholarship, as soon as they get work 
they will help with the room, board . 
and tuition. Historically, we 1,cnow that 
it is indeed a rare person who will ac­
tually notify us of additional income 
and help with their child's expenses. 

This week there was indeed an ex­
ception to the rule. The mother of this 
student had found a job, and notified 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

us that she would start paying a little toward her 
child's school expenses. This does "not happen 
very often." . 

I believe there are many reasons why God has 
blessed the Oneida ministry over the years. One 
is that we have always been sensitive to the needs 

1 of the "underprivileged" child. When I was a kid 
they were referred to as "poor children." 

When I, as a "poor kid," wanted to come to 
Oneida, room was made, even though my mother 
could not pay the $1 per day room, board and tu­
ition. This has been a long tradition at Oneida. 

This year we have over 200 students who are 
on full scholarship. They are from families who 

cannot afford to pay the modest room, board and 
tuition. Oneida has one of the lowest tuitions of 
any boarding school in the United States. Most 
day schools charge much more than we do, and 
we are caring for each child 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

In addition to those on full scholarship, 150 
are on substantial scholarships. These young peo­
ple are from households with modest incomes. 
Usually these families are single parent homes 
with one source ofincome. Or there may be sev-

eral children in the home, making it 
impossible to pay full room, board and 
tuition. 

The third group of students, about 
150, are those who pay the regular 
fees. These students come from fami­
lies with average to above average in­
comes. 

No one in our school pays more 
than half the actual cost- nearly $800 
a month per child- to attend Oneida. 
The portion each student does not pay 
is made up mostly by Kentucky Bap­
tists. However, we have many other 
supporters here in Kentucky and 

across the United States. Just as Oneida has 
helped many students from other denominations, 
other Christian friends help support our ministry. 

Jesus taught us a lot about he!£ing those who 
are poor. Nearly every day we have an opportuni­
ty to help those in need. The need may be a plate 
of food for those who are hungry, or a drink .of · 
water for those who are thirsty. It is important to 
remember that every time we do these things, we 
are doing them unto the Lord. Everything we do 
is made possible because of those who care and 
share. ' 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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CENTER'S CEILING Carpenters for Christ, a group of men from First Baptist Church in 
Bethalto, Ill., spent a week Oct. 23-27 repairing the celling at the Baptist Fellowship Center, 
a Christian social service agency in Louisville. Portions of the ceiling in the 50-year-old 
building had collapsed three years ago, and another segment fell last summer, on a day 
children were on a field trip. The men's project will allow children to return to the 
multipurpose room on the main floor, and will also facilitate additional ministry growth by 
providing space for a computer lab and medical clinic in upstairs rooms which the men 
also refurbished. The center, supported jointly by the Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky, addresses physical, spiritual, emotional, 
social and educational needs of people through a variety of ministry programs. 

Reshaping our world view 
The 1995 foreign mission em­

phasis has the theme, "Reshaping 
our world view." West Kentucki­
ans Charles and Carolyn Dixon, 
1993 graduates now in Morogoro, 
Tanzania, have had their world 
view reshaped. 

Carolyn said of their son, "Paul 
has adjusted to life here. He is able 
to speak Swahili. I know his life is 
changed and he will never be the 
same. He has an interna-

in the city last year. 
"After mission meeting, three of 

our missionaries and two MKs 
were kidnapped in an area close to 
Morogoro. They spent 20 hours in 
the bush before a plane spotted 
them. Our house was the center for 
the search. We had American em­
bassy people, area office staff, mis­
sionaries, pofice and friends of 
those kidnapped all at our house. 

tional view of life that 
many Americans are 
unable to understand." 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

They all ate here, and I 
still don' t understand 
how we fed them all. It 
was a time of prayer\ 
praise and worship for a 
mighty God who is able 
to deliver his people . 
from the mouth of the • 
lion." 

The Dixons are in an 
area that has five church 
buildings and nine 
preaching points . 
Charles has helped pur­
chase two more church 
plots, and four buildings 
are under construction. 
Flo~da Baptists provid- BIii Whittaker 
ed tm for three church 

Carolyn asked us to 
"pray for our worker, 
Ramadhani, a Moslem 
who has studied the Bi­
ble with me since we 

roofs. 
"We have a great need for 

trained leaders, so both of us teach 
classes in theological education by 
extension," Charles wrote. "We 
also need your prayers for an evan­
gelistic crusade at Morogoro town 
church, Dec. 7-10. The church has 
had problems through the years, 
but now has a new pastor who 
graduated from the seminary in 
July." 

Women's work has been started 
in two churches. Charles has bap­
tized five people since they arrived 

came. His wife is going 
with me to the ladies' meetings. It 
has been a good year; it has been a . 
hard year. We thank you for your 
prayers." 

Your Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for foreign missions will 
enable Charles, Carolyn and Paul to 
continue in Tanzania. Give them 
another precious gift-a letter from 
a fellow Kentuckian: P.O. Box 105, 
Morogoro, Tanzania. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
_Ky. 40977 • 

• 



■ Above: A Rwandan child brings a smile 
to the face of Southern Baptist volunteer 
nurse Karman O'Kelley of Beavercreek,' 
Ohio. She coordinated medical services at 
the Baptist refugee camp in Gama, Zaire. 
■ Right: O'Kel/ey, back in the United 
States, comforts 15-year-old Rwandan 
refugee Azaria Hakizimana before surgery 
to remove a massive tumor at a Dayton, 
Ohio, hospital. O'Kel/ey helped bring him 
to the United States for the life-saving 
surgery. (BP photos by Steve Evans) 

MISSIONS 

■ Far left: A Rwandan orphan poses for 
the camera in the camp for "unaccom­
panied" children operated by Southern 
Baptists in Gama, lqire. ■ Left: Camps for 
Rwandan refugees teem with people in 
close proximity and feature various kinds 
of make-shift shelters. ■ Below: Children 
in the refugee camp operated by Baptists 
gather for a program in which they hear 
about God's love. (BP photos by Steve· 
Evans) 

Baptists shined love on 
Rwanda's 'Valley of Death' 

GOMA, Zaire (BP)- Southern 
Baptists have helped love blossom in 
the valley of the shadow of death. 

Nestled in the mountains of north­
west Zaire, home to the famous "go­
rillas in the mist," lies some of Afri­
ca's most spectacular scenery. Since 
the massive displacement of Rwan­
dan refugees fleeing ethnic genocide 
last year, the scenery now includes an 
area dubbed "Valley of Death." 

Nearly 100,000 refugees died 
there and now lie in mass graves. 

But nearby, Southern Baptists 
have planted seeds of love that have 
sprouted new life amid the stench of 
death. Baptists operated a camp for 
"unaccompanied" children there. 

"Unaccompanied children" is a 
euphemism for traumatized waifs or­
phaned, abandoned or separated from · 
families during the mass exodus from 
Rwanda in July 1994. Of 160,000 lost 
Rwandan children, 15,000 to 20,000 
ended up in Goma. The Southern 
Baptist camp cared for 450 of them. 

"Volunteers in the beginning only 
saw the pain," said Southern Baptist 
missionary Phyllis Tadlock of Ugan­
da, "while those at the end only saw 
the joy. If they could step. back and 

see a panoramic view, they could see 
the tremendous contribution they 
made." 

Tadlock, from Longview, Texas, 
worked with about 100 volunteers 
from the United States who came to 
minister in the camp. 

"Children here have been sur­
rounded by love, attention and Jesus 
Christ in action," she said in an inter­
view at the height of the camp's ac­
tivity. 

"That's the only thing that could 
make a difference in their lives. Many 
came out of horror, and they may go 
back to horror. What we have done 
here may be the one touch that could 
change them." 

The camp closed after the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Ref­
ugees declared all unaccompanied 
children would be incorporated into 
the social life of the main refugee 
camps by last May. 

Before it closed in May, the Bap­
tist camp was cited by the United Na­
tions as the best organized and oper­
ated children's camp in Goma. It also 
had the highest success rate for reunit­
ing separated children with their fam-
ilies. • 
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A Special Place 
For Special People. 

-

Why are so many students inquiring about Campbellsville College? The answer is simple: Students 

come first. Our leadership is vibrant, energetic and on the cutting edge - always working to improve. 

■ Campbellsville College watches students. We see what's important t~ them. We listen to them. The 

barometer that tells how well we're doing is based on student satisfaction. ■ Maybe that's why Barron's 

Profiles of American Colleges ( 20th edition) named us one of this nation's "competitive" liberal arts colleges. 

And Success Stories, the national television show for business, said that Campbellsville "has stirred excite­

ment · statewide over its staggering 106% increase in enrollment, not to mention its growing reputation for 

delivering fresh, innovative and personal education." ■ 

Campbellsville College in Campbellsville, Kentucky. Discover why our students describe us as "family." 
Call ·us toll-free at 1,800,264,6014 or at 502, 789,5220. 
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