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FOR THE RECORD 

Lottie Moon 
This is the week of 
prayer for foreign 
missions among 

Southern Baptists 
nationwide, an annual 

event related to 
the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering. 
See pages 1 & 11. 

Dockery nominated 
Trustees of Union 

University in Jackson, 
Tenn., will be asked this 

week to elect as their 
new president David 

Dockery, vice president 
for academic 

administration at 
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. 
Seepage 2. 

First female 
Suzanne Jeanes 

McElwain is the first 
female named a chief 

chaplain in the Kentucky 
prison system. 

Seepage 3. 

Something new 
The Western Recorder 

introduces a new column 
this week called He Said/ 

She Said, which will 
examine real-life issues 

of family and 
relationships from the 

different perspectives of 
males and females. 

Seepages. 

Editorial 
It's Christmastime: 

Someone stop us before 
we spend again. 

Seepages. 

Ethical dilemma 
Christian ethicists have 

expressed divided 
opinions on President 

Clinton's decision to 
send U.S. troops to help 
enforce a peace treaty in 

the former Yugoslavia. 
See page 10. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Campolo takes 
on tobacco 
and politics 
By Mark Wingfield 
Interim Editor 

Heard any good sermons 
against smoking lately? 

It's not likely, according to 
outspoken evangelical author 
·and preacher Tony Campolo. 

Campolo, professor of sociol­
ogy at Eastern College in St. 
Davids, Pa., tackles the question 
"Do real Christians smoke?" in 
his latest book, which bears an 
equally provocative title: "Is 
Jesus a Republican or a Demo-
crat?" • 

If the church is to be "pro­
life," it ought to speak out against 
the dangers of smoking, Campo­
lo argues. "It seems .like the 

, church has given up condemning 
. smoking as a·sin just when the 
reasori to do so is indtsp\ltable 
and the urgent need for such ser­
mons has become abundantly 
clear." 

He quotes a critic of Chris­
tianity who said, 'The pr9blem 
with evangelical Christians is 
that they think life begins at con­
ception and ends with birth. They 
act as though life should be pro­
tected up until a child is born, and 
then after that-forget it." 

The church ought to be con­
sistent in its message, Campolo 
declares. "Smoking takes almost 
one-third as many lives as are 
wiped out by abortiqns, yet there 
o See Campolo takes on ... , page 10 

Stay-at-home moms gaining attention 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

While social observers don't agree 
on the depth of a trend toward work­
ing women returning home, Cindy 
Abernathy can see evidence of such a 
trend all around her in her Northern 
Kentucky community. 

Abernathy is a member of Latonia 
Baptist Church, where her husband, 
Jim, is pastor. She is one of six col­
lege-educated, professional women in 
her neighborhood who have left jobs 
in recent years to concentrate on rais­
ing their children. 

Abernathy taught music for 16 
years before the birth of her son, 
Clayton, in June 1994. 

"I feel I'm the best caregiver he 
could have," she said. "I wanted my 
priority to be him instead of teaching 
school. I took a year off because I had 
tenure and fully intended to go back. 
But I decided my heart wasn't in it." 

Though the numbers don't indi­
cate a huge shift-dual-income fami­
lies still outnumber single-income 
families 3-to-1- the discussion of 
women leaving the workplace is rap­
idly gaining prominence. 

One example is Anna Quindlen. 
The former New York Times colum­
nist quit her job last December to stay 
home to write novels and raise her 
children. 

Not only did that receive consider­
able media coverage, her recent 
speech in Louisville again focused at­
tention on the issue. 

In the Christian world, the recent 
release of Larry Burkett's book, 
"Women Leaving The Workplace," 
will add more fuel to the dialogue. 

The author and nationally-syndi-

cated radio host said he decided to 
solicit feedback on the topic after de­
tecting a trend the past five years. He 
gathered thousands of letters on the 
subject, many of which are excerpted 
in the book. 

The project was spurred by the 
marketing director of a large panty­
hose manufacturer telling Burkett-of 
a 25 percent drop in sales. 

The company primarily attributed 
that to women leaving the work­
place ·and not needing as 
much pantyhose for 
their more casual, 

to work part time, 31 percent wouk 
stay at home to care for families and 
20 percent would choose volunteer 
work. 

Statistically speaking, the number 
of working women ages 25 to 44 de­
clined in the United States last year 
for the first time in 25 years. 

But Robert Parham of the Baptist 
Center for Ethics questions whether 

• that statistic should be interpreted as a 
widespread female yearning for 

domestic life. 
Researchers need to ask 

domestic ward­
robes. 

Burkett, a 
member of 
Blackshear Bap­
tist Church in 
Oakwood, Ga., 
doesn't judge 
whether mothers 

why women have left 
work, he said, sug­

Stay-at-home.- gesting one fac­
tor could be 
large numbers 
of females em­
ployed in blue­
collar jobs that 
have moved 
abroad. 

moms 1 ·:\ • C; 
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should or should not work outside the 
home. His book aims to prepare those 
who want to make the step. 

''This decision is not a woman's­
it's a man and a woman's," he said. 
'The husband is an integral part of it. 
A woman can't go home and expect 
to trim their lifestyle, . stop entertain­
ing and vacations and all that, if the 
husband's not committed to it." 

If women had their choice and 
money wasn't an issue, it appears 
there would be a massive change in 
society. 

A recent nationwide poll by Louis 
Harris and Associates found that if 
they had enoµgh money to live com­
fortably, only 15 percent of working 
women would continue to work full 
time. 

Another 33 percent would choose 

"What I often see is professional, 
white women who take what I call an 
extended sabbatical to go back home 
and raise their children for a couple 
years, then re-enter the work force," 
he explained. "I don't see enough data 
to call it a trend." 

David Blankenhorn of the New 
York-based Institute for American 
Values agrees in part. Particularly 
among middle-class women, he sees 
a slowly growing desire to spend 
more time at home. 

The change is not that dramatic, he 
said, and many people can alter their 
opinion but not their behavior. 

However, Blankenhorn said a new 
outlook could revolutionize the na­
tion's cultural values, placing a high­
er value on women at home than in 
o See Stay-at-home moms ... , page 9 

Changing world demands renewed attention to · missions 
RICHMOND, Va.- Although hu­

mans have crisscrossed the world 
with boundaries that define national 
borders, God has a different perspec­
tive, according to missionary strate­
gist A very Willis. 

God looks at the world and sees 
people, suggests Willis, senior vice 
president for overseas operations at 
the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board. And God sees 
one-third of the world with­
out any Christian wit­
ness, he adds. 

"When God 
looks at the world, 
he doesn't see a map 
of nations. He sees the 
peoples of the world," Will­
is says. "That's one of our 
perspectives that needs 
changing. God sees things totally dif­
ferent than we do." 

Despite the massive advances of 
the Christian gospel around the world 
in 21 centuries, 2,466 people groups 
still have never heard it. Those peo­
ples-called "World A" by missiolo­
gists- account for 1.68 billion peo­
ple, or 31.5 percent of the world's 
population. 

Many inhabitants of World A are 
Muslims or Hindus who are unrecep-

tive or even hostile to the gospel. 
Many live in countries where Chris­
tian faith is illegal and missionaries 
are barred from entry. 
. In such countries, familiar strate­
gies for proclaiming the gospel can't k 

be used, notes Dellanna O'Brien, ex­
ecutive director of Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, an auxiliary to the 

Southern Baptist Convention. 
"In nations closed to the 

gospel, traditional methods 
of sharing it are impos­

sible," she says. 
"How do we reach 
those who can't at­
tend a church, read a 

Bible or know a Chris-
tian? Are they beyond the 

reach of the good news?" 
A decade of contact with 

closed countries has helped identify 
non-traditional approaches to reach­
ing W~rld A, Willis says. For exam­
ple, most World A countries welcome 
skilled and professional people, relief 
workers and development experts 
with abilities matching those coun­
tries' needs. 

Reaching World A with the gos­
pel, while maintaining an adequate 
witness in the rest of the world, will 
require Southern Baptists to at least 

TASTE AND SEE English-language Bible study and cooking bring together these women 
in the Hong Kong kitchen of Southern Baptist missionary Su Shu-Hwa Gardner (standing). 
Gardner combines cooking instruction and Bible study in her evangelism efforts, akin to 
the biblical admonition to "taste and see that the Lord is good." (FMB photo by Don 
Rutledge) 

double the number of workers dedi­
cated to the task, Willis says. 

"To assign one worker to each un­
reached group will take a mission 
force equal to our present number," 
he says. "We must meet this chal­
lenge by doubling our force and pro­
viding resources to get the job done." 

Toward that end-and to recog-

nize 150 years of Southern Baptist 
missions at home and abroad- a 
$100 million goal has been set for the 
1995 Lottie Moon Christmas Offer­
ing for foreign missions. That's a 
16.37 percent increase over last year's 
$86 million goal. 

And it still would be only a begin-
□ See Changing world,.., page 11 



BAPTISTS 
Dockery nominated at Union University 

"His leadership 
style seems to be 

one of a person 
who builds 

consensus. He's 
team-oriented, and 
we think would be 

the type person 
who could lead 

Union into the next 
century." 

John Drinnon, chairman 
of trustees at Union 

University, speaking of 
David Dockery 

By Mark Wingfield 
Interim Editor 

JACKSON, Tenn.-David Dock­
ery, vice president for academic ad­
ministration at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, has been nom­
inated to become president 
of Union University, a Bap­
tist school of about 2,200 
students located in Jackson, 
Tenn. 

Dockery, 43, came to the 
seminary staff in 1992 as 
dean of the theology school 
and becaine the seminary's 
top academic officer in Dockery 
1993. He has been widely 
credited as a cohesive force among 
the seminary faculty during three tu­
multuous years of transition on the 
Louisville campus. 

John Drinnon, a Memphis, Tenn., 
layman and chairman of Union Uni­
versity's trustees, confirmed that .a 
special trustee meeting has been 
called for the first week of December 
for the purpose of hearing a recom­
mendation from the presidential 
search committee, which he also 

chairs. However, he stopped short of 
identifying Dockery as the nominee. 

Dockery likewise declined to com­
ment on the situation at this time. 
However, several seminary sources 
have confirmed that Dockery is in­
deed the nominee. 

"It's premature to say" 
until the full board meets, 
Drinnon said. "We've inter­
viewed Dr. Dockery for the 
position of president, and 
the full board of trustees will 
be meeting sometime in De­
cember." 

However, Drinnon of­
fered a high evaluation of 
Dockery, calling him "a 

great man of conviction and vision." 
"We've been very impressed with 

his philosphy of education, his theol­
ogy and his understanding of Chris­
tian higher education," Drinnon said. 
"His leadership style seems to be one 
of a person who builds consensus. 
He's team-oriented, and we think 
would be the type person who could 
lead Union into the next century." 

If elected to the post, Dockery 
• would succeed Hyran Barefoot, who 

is retiring as university president May 
31. 

Dockery came to the seminary 
from Nasvhille, where he was gener­
al editor for Broadman Press. Prior to 
that, he taught New Testament at 
Southern Seminary and Criswell Col­
lege in Dallas. He also was pastor of 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., from 1982-84. 

He holds the doctor of philosophy 
degree from the University of Texas 
at Arlington, master's degrees from 
Texas Christian University, South­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary and Grace Theological Semi­
nary, as well as a bachelor's degree 
from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. 

Dockery served as the first general 
editor of the New American Com­
mentary series, currently being pub­
lished by Broadman & Holman. He 
has edited or authored numerous 
books, the most recent of which is 
"Christian Scripture: An Evangelical 
Perspective on Inspiration, Authority 
and Interpretation." 

He and his wife, Lanese, are the 
parents of three teenage boys. 

Missionaries fired for charismatic practices Y' "Eiobbshadbeelu, __ -
~,::::,.' . "':-"::'/=:::=: '.:, ,-:· -::'= .'. :::::" .. '. ·,::: ".:f:.,:": •. ,_:. :',:, 

By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

SINGAPORE (ABP)-A South­
ern Baptist missionary couple in Sin­
gapore has been fired by the Foreign 
Mission Board for promoting charis­
matic practices. 

Cha;-les and Sharon Carroll, B­
year missionary veterans, were dis­
missed as missionaries for practices 
"not consistent with what Foreign 
Mission Board personnel should be 
encouraging and leading," according 
to their letter of termination. 

The FMB has condoned charis­
matic practices-including speaking 
in tongues, healing, laying on of 
hands and exorcism-at the Commu- • 
nity of Praise Baptist Church in Sin­
gapore since the Carrolls founded ,the 
church in 1990. 

~-- -
- .:·~· 

Jerry Rankin, who was area direc­
tor for FMB mission work in that re­
gion before his election as FMB pres­
ident in 1993, encouraged and sup­
ported the Carrolls ' ministry at the 
time, according to both Carroll and 
Rankin. But recently the practices 
simply w~nt too far, Rankin said. 

At issue is the experi~rice of "fall­
ing under the Spirit," also called be­
ing "slain" in the Spirit, in which a 
worshiper falls to the floor apparently 
in an unconscious or semi-conscious 
state, -The practice is· not-a·major ele­
ment in worship at the Singapore 
church, said Carroll, the church's pas­
tor, but it has been seen more fre­
quently in recent months. 

Rankin said the charismatic prac­
tices at Community of Praise have 
caused "dissensiou- and confusion" 
among Baptists in Singapore and that 

\' CHRlSf MPG t?aJUs.P PASTCR > W£ ,1lUl6HT .sA~lrA. 
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~e Carrolls are guil_ty of insubordina- Ii tlrree ~:mes in re~~f~~r~}Wl 
tJ.on. "All of that kind of worked to- .>' eonge~t~vyJeart fatl':1ft· > ,, 
gether" to force the termination; , x • .ffey:•,y:a:~ ) (:mgtime:':past9r ' o{ 
Rankin said: • • .First B~ptist Church iffOklaQo~·> 

Carroll, 41, said he sees : no evi- t\:ina • City,;a,n~ 'f-.va:s-· llj.1.J11ed pasf~f )i 
dence of dissension among Baptists in ; ieper~tµs'there aJ\er, his\.retire- )o 
Singapore, where charismatic wor- .. mentiril972. HewasSBOptes- A 
ship is comgion. Apd h_eand his wµe -, iiident ipJ 9o2:6~ ai:i&fro.mJ 958; J 
insistlhey have not violated any FMB (irt?l9J6.was the fea!lJre.dwe,acht>. 
policy or the agency's doctrinal state- )(ero9ll!fl3aptist J-lol!Ff"\9io ,pro~ 
ment, "The Baptist Faith and Mes- ';; gram/Jea~hing@ 'e.~ti~I • --
sage." i:{rnillioi:( ~~teners a, w~e~\j'.:' .·· 

The couple was asked to resign but , .'.: ,. i H9J>~~;.y,,rot:e 10~ p<:>Ciks, '.in: 
refused, saying it would be unethical. r(clugiJ!~;~t'.J,p<lfleilym -
Th~y are appealing their termination, l;:;;,mo,nJt;)lPJ.~d~¥/~t 
which takes effect Dec. 31. \/,School teacher~, a~> 

"We don't want to leave the ' •• •• 
FMB," Charles Carroll said. "South­
ern Baptists have demonstrated that 
God has had his hand on this denom­
ination." 

The couple has asked to present 
their side of the story to FMB trustees 
in person, but Rankin said no decision 
has been reached on that request. Mis­
sionary terminations are not final un­
til affirmed by FMB trustees, who 
could consider the case during their 
December meeting. 

If the appeal fails, Carroll said he 
hopes to remain as pastor of the Sin­
gapore congregation, which sponsors 
an effective church-starting program 
in Southeast Asia. The church has 
agreed to take on responsibility for his 
financial support. 

Rankin, whose 1993 election as 
FMB president was threatened by his 
own private, infrequent practice of 
speaking in tongues, said the FMB 
allows "a great deal of latitude" for 
the spiritual experiences of mission­
aries. But missionaries cross the line, 
he said, when they teach that charis­
matic practices are "normative." Car­
roll crossed that line, Rankin said. 

Carroll said he recently preached a 
sermon in which he encouraged wor­
shipers to be open to the Holy Spirit's 
moving, including "falling down," 
Q See FMB fires missionary ... , page 12 



KENTUCKY 
First female chief· chaplain named in a state prison 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

LA GRANGE-Kentucky Bap­
tist Suzanne Jeanes McElwain is 
bending bars of gender roles in her 
effort to help prison inmates find 
spiritual breakthroughs. 

Named chief chaplain at Luther 
Luckett Correctional Complex in La 
Grange Nov. 16, McElwain became 
the first woman to serve in that ca­
pacity through the state's prison sys-

. tern. 
A member of Broadway Baptist 

Church in Louisville and a graduate 
of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, McElwain worked at 
Wayside Christian Mission and 
Kentucky Alliance for the Mentally 
ill before joining the Luther Luckett 
staff as assistant chaplain about two 
years ago. 

McElwain' s gender created some 
conflict at first, she acknowledged. 

• ' "The first time I led a Sunday ser-
vice, they all got up and left," McEl­
wain said, noting many inmates tend 
to think conservatively. That was 
more than a year ago. 

"They've tried me, pushed me ... 
but I do feel called here," she said. 
Today it is common to see scores of 
inmates in weekly worship and as 
many as 30 at a lively Thursday af­
ternoon Bible study, which she 
leads . 

Most inmates have grown to ac­
cept her, said McElwain, who is en-

dorsed by the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board's chaplaincy 
commission. When she announced 
her new position during a recent Bi­
ble study, many inmates responded 
with "amen." 

"I'm thankful for you being here 
to share the word with us," one in­
mate commented later. 

Warden Steve Berry said the ad­
ministration has been pleased with 
McElwain's contribution to the pris­
on complex. 

"She's very good," he said. "She 
has a lot of energy for the job." 

As chief chaplain, McElwain is 
responsible for scheduling all reli­
gious programs, coordinating vol­
unteers and ensuring adequate op­
portunities for inmates' religious ex­
pression. 

"I am basically the pastor of this 
facility," she said. "I am a facilitator 
to make sure spiritual needs are 
met." 

McElwain usually arrives on the 
yard by 7 a.m. and has the chapel 
doors open 9 a.m.-3 p.m. daily. In 
addition to leading Bible studies and 
worship, she spends considerable 
time helping inmates deal with fam­
ily emergencies. Additional time is 
devoted to counseling. 

About 1,000 men are imprisoned 
at Luther Luckett, a medium-securi­
ty institution. The overwhelming 
majority of those inmates have been 
convicted of violent crimes or sex 
crimes. 

"It's not cool to be a Christian on 
this yard," McElwain said, noting a 
popular attitude that Christ was 
killed on the cross because he 
wasn't smart enough to avoid it. 

"We've got a lot of unchurched 
men here," she said. "A lot of unbe­
lievers, and a lot of people with an 
unhealthy (image of) God." 

Yet McElwain doesn't claim a 
righteousness that sets her apart 
from the inmates. 

"Since I've come here, I've rec­
ognized that we're all doing time," 
she said. Humanity has been strug­
gling to regain wholeness from the 
first broken relationships between 
God and Adam and Eve, she noted. 

"We' re all separated from God. 
These inmates are doing time, I'm 
doing time. That's where I connect 
with them." 

McElwain expressed deep grati­
tude to Woman's Missionary Union 
and her formative church, Walnut 
Street Baptist in downtown Louis­
ville, for helping her hear God's 
call. She entered seminary in 1983 
expecting to prepare for a career in 
missions. 

"It didn't work out the way I 
thought," she admitted. "Whoever 
would have thought God would call 
me to prison?" ' 

of the Christian community in de­
veloping ministry to prisoners. "I 
need volunteers," she said. "Any­
thing a church needs on the outside, 
I need in here." 

For example, inmates have re­
quested a choir director to lead them 
in an ensemble. 

Some inmates even have offered 
to contribute to a fund that would in­
crease the chaplaincy staff and es­
tablish a clinical pastoral education 
program at the complex. 

McElwain also noted the impor­
tan~e of church members' prayers 
for inmates' rehabilitation. 

"A transformed spirit is the only 
thing that will change them," she 
said. 

Yet McElwain's strong commit- i 

ment to prison chaplaincy is evident. 
"I want to see God move on this 
yard," she said. 

McElwain emphasized the role 

Hawesville Church ordains first African-American deacon 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

HAWESVILLE-With little fan­
fare, Hawesville Baptist Church or­
dained its first African-American 
deacon this fall. 

Tracy Johnson, a Hawesville na­
tive and a member of the church 
since 1992, was one of four deacons 
selected by congregational vote and 
ordained Oct. 1. 

While such an election is rare in 
the mostly-white churches of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, it just 
"happened" for the Hawesville 
church, interim pastor Wallace Mor­
ris said. 

Johnson, 34, had proven himself 
as a leader in the church, and his se­
lection as a deacon by fellow church 

members was an outgrowth of his 
"faithfulness to the church," Morris 
said. 

Church moderator and lon:g-time 
deacon Martin Robertson agreed. To 
elect Johnson was "the natural thing 
to do," he said. 

"Color had no bearing; he was 
elected because of his faithfulness 
and participation in the church, and 
because of his beliefs," Robertson 
said. 

Acknowledging that in past years 
the Hancock County town had re­
flected a segregated society with 
such things as "colored" and "white" 
restrooms and that the 160-year old 
church once had a balcony designat­
ed for slaves, Robertson said times 
have changed. According to the 

- former mayor, who has been a dea-

con at Hawesville Baptist for 49 
years, "We have a better understand­
ing today." 

Johnson and three other men were 
the top vote-getters in what Morris 
called the "looking out among you" 
method of selecting deacons. Instead 
of receiving a roster of names from 
which to choose, church members 
wrote in their selections on blank bal­
lots distributed in the Sunday morn­
ing worship service. Twenty five 
people received at least one vote; the 
four ordained garnered the most 
votes. 

A committee of deacons talked 
with the four about their willingness 
to serve a four-year term. All four, 
including Johnson, Richard Buskirk, 
Derek Pritchard and Joe Daniels, 
agreed. 

For Johnson, the decision to say 
yes had been made in prayer. "I had 
prayed to God to show me what he 
wanted me to do," he told an Associ­
ated Press reporter. "When I was 
elected, I felt it was his will." 

And it was through prayer that the 
Johnsons came to the church in the 
first place, Terry's wife, Glenda, told 
Associated Press. Previously, they 
and their son, Jeremy, 13, had com­
muted to a predominantly African­
American church in a neighboring 
town. But when Johnson started 
working the night shift as a mechan­
ic at an area mill, Glenda and Jeremy 
began attending evening services at 
Hawesville Baptist. 

They knew right away Hawesville 
Baptist was the church for them, she 
said. 

Drug & alcohol abuse less in Kentucky, but needs are greater 
FRANKFORT-The good news 

is that drug and alcohol use, abuse and 
dependency is less of a problem in 
Kentucky than in the United States as 
a whole. 

The bad news is that treatment for 
those who abuse drugs and alcohol is 
less available in Kentucky than else­
where. 

These are results of a first-of-its­
kind survey of Kentucky households 
conducted this spring and summer by 
the Kentucky Center of Drug and Al­
cohol Research. 

The telephone survey targeted 
Kentuckians 18 years of age and old­
er. 

About 12.3 percent of Kentucky 
adults, or 330,000 people, are in need 
of substance abuse treatment, accord­
ing to the survey. Only 17,200 people 
reported having recently received 
such treatment. 

Kentucky's men are almost four 
times as likely to need or be receiving 
treatment as women, the survey also 
revealed. 

The survey found: 
I Nearly 90 percent of Kentucki­

ans have tried alcohol during their 
lives, but only one-third reported hav­
ing used alcohol recently. Four per­
cent could be classified as "heavy us­
ers" of alcohol, meaning they had 

consumed five or more drinks at a 
time on five or more separate days in 
the preceding month. 

I About half of young adults ages 
18-25 are current drinkers. That com­
pares with 63 percent of 18- to 25-
year-olds identified as current drink­
ers in a national survey. 

I About 30 percent of Kentucki­
ans have used an illicit drug duririg 
their lives, while 3 percent admit any 
recent use. About 6 percent of Ken­
tuckians admit they have used an il­
licit drug in the past year. 

I Males are almost five times as 
likely as females to be using illicit 
drugs. Rates of use also are highest 

among non-black minorities. 
I Marijuana is the most commonly 

used illicit drug in Kentucky and the 
United States. About 29 percent of 
Kentuckians 18 and older said they 
had used marijuana at some time in 
their lives. 

I Less than one-half of 1 percent 
of Kentucky adults admit to using hal­
lucigens, cocaine, crack cocaine and 
opiates. 

I About 20 percent of Kentucki­
ans under age 35 are considered ei­
ther dependent on or abusing alcohol 
qr illicit drugs. The rate of abuse and 
dependency is 10 percent for those 35 
and older. 

FIRST FEMALE Suzanne 
Jeanes McElwain, the first 
female named chief 
chaplain in a Kentucky state 
prison, leads a Bible study 
at Luther Lucket 
Correctional Complex. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 5, 1995 J 



WESTERN RECORDER 

P.O. Box 43969 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 
(ISSN 0043-4132) 

MARK WINGFIELD 
Interim Editor 

MAURISMITH 
Marketing & Business 

Manager 
C.R. DALEY 

Editor Emeritus 

Eameslly contend for the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Western Recorder is 
published weekly by Western 

Recorder Inc., an agency of 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except 

for one week in July and 
December. For general 

information, call (502) 244-
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. 

Send e-mail to CompuServe 
102667, 1300. Second class 

postage paid at Louisville, Ky. 

To1-ubscribe: Send $1'&.60 
for a one-year, individual 

subscription. Group 
subscriptions on the church 

budget plan are $8.50 per 
year. An additional church 

newsletter service is available 
for churches of all sizes. All 
subscriptions are payable in 

advance, except church 
accounts, which require a tax 

exemp~on number. 

To register change of address: 
Send the mailing label from 

page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

department at the Western 
Recorder address. 

To give news lips: Call (502) 
244-6472, fax to (502) 244-

647 4 or write the editor or 
news director. 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be considered 
for publication, provided they 
do not make a personal attack 
on anyone. Letters are limited 

to 250 words and may be 
edited for length. 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns on 
an inside page are paid space. 

Claims made by advertisers 
are not necessarily those of 

the Western Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

Directors: Bill Thurman, 
Lexington, chairman; Rusty 

Ellison, Louisville, vice 
chairman; Jim Abernathy, 

Covington, secretary; Mark 
Boes, Cecilia; Tom Curry, 
Louisville; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Sherry 
Hignite, London; Melinda 

Mays, Vanceburg; June B. • 
Rice, Paintsville; John Searcy, 

Franklin; Jim Weaver, 
Madisonville; Kenneth Wells, 

Somerset. 

OPINION 
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Doctrine important 
There seems to be a growing re­

vulsiori among many Southern Bap­
tists against teaching and preaching 
doctrine. It's part of the movement to 
water down the Bible to make it meet 
the very low standards of the great 
gray area of ecumenicism . . 

The Bible declares, ''The time will 
come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their ·own 
lust shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; And 
they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fa­
bles." (2 Timothy 4:3-4) 

What is doctrine? It is teaching. 
• What is sound doctrine? It is all of the 
teaching in the Bible from the first 
verse in Genesis through the last verse 
of Revelation. It is the teaching by 
which we are to live as Christians. 

Some Southern Baptists insist we 
can't be certain about any specific 

A story of the heart 
Claude Cone carries in New Mex­

ico similar responsibilities to those I 
carry in Kentucky, including the writ­
ing of a weekly column. As a former 
pastor, he brings to his column an oc­

doctrine-that we can't know for sure 
what is right and what is wrong. 
That's like accusing God of not being 
able to communicate what he really 
means in the Bible. 

The fact is that adherents to 
"worldly, feel good religion" won't 
put up with sound doctrine. They de­
mand teachers and preachers who 
tickle their ears with pleasant plati­
tudes. 

Churches that reject sound doc­
trine become religious clubs. In a few 
years they will lock their doors and 
board up their windows. God will not 
bless them when they reject the sound 
teaching of the Bible to fumble 
around in their own self-made gray 
areas. 

William R. Hagan 
Taylorsville 

Find a way out 
Did we think before the radical 

Cedarmore motion? There were two 
things related to the Cedarmore tran­
sition committee which were unfortu­
nate. One was that after a year of 
work, the committee was not allowed 
to make its report to the Executive 
Board as previous convention action 
required. 

Christmas the most wonderful one of 
my life.' He got comfortable before 
the fire and began. 

"' About four weeks ago my broth­
er gave me a Packard automobile for 
a Christmas present. One evening a 
few days before Christmas, I came 

casional illustration from 
his earlier ministry. 

Some of us are "old" 
enough to remember the 
oft-quoted book "Basket 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

down out of my office and 
walked over to my car. 
There was a little street ur­
chin walking around it 

of Silver" by C. Roy An-
gell. I can recall having 
used several illustrations 
from that book in my early 
years as a pastor. 

Some time ago, Claude 

touching it with a finger 
and looking in the win­
dows. When I put the key 
in the door, he came 
around on my side. He was 
ragged and dirty and bare­
footed. 

shared one of those "old" 
illustrations to promote 
one of the offerings. Be­

"'He squinted up at me 
WIiiiam W. Marshall and said, 'Is this your au­

cause the illustration bears its own 
testimony, I share it with our readers: 

"A businessman of San Antonio, 
one of the grandest Christians I ever 
knew, came over to my home late one 
night about two weeks after Christ­
mas. As I opened the door I asked 
him, 'What brings you out this time 
of evening?' 

"Smilingly he answered, 'I've got 
to tell you something that made this 

tomobile, mister?' 
"'I smiled at him and said, 'It sure 

is, son. Isn't it a beauty?' 
"'Mister, what did it cost?' 
'"When I told him I didn't know, 

he looked up and down carefully and 
then spoke. 'Mister, you don't look 
like a man that would steal an auto­
mobile. Where did you get it?' 

"'With a bit of pride I told him, 
'My brother gave it to me for a Christ­
mas present.' 

Second, the action which was to 
save Cedarmore, which the commit­
tee was not recommending to sell, has 
created serious problems-major fi­
nancial problems-for both camps. 

Because of this action, the conven­
tion will no longer be responsible for 
salaries, insurance, maintenance, im­
provement to property, or the promo­
tion of and placing of programs at ei­
ther camp. This now becomes the re­
sponsibility of each camp's board of 
trustees. Unlike the schools, the trust­
ees will not have the resources to raise 
funds for both construction and oper­
ation costs. 

When you consider that the trust­
ees are legally responsible for the in­
stitution and can be sued for financial 
breakdowns, this makes it difficult for 
people to accept both the responsibil­
ity and legal liability. 

The fact that the maker of the mo­
tion has never sent a child to Cedar­
more tells us that there was too much 
political maneuvering and not enough 
responsible thinking. 

The Executive Board needs to of­
fer the camps a way out and maintain 
a responsible and secure relationship 
with our camps and the convention. 

John Dunaway 
Henderson 

1t~ h is 
oWre~. 

.. 2·yellt$.> •· 
~rid locatio~ ; 

"'You mean-' · he said, 'you 
• mean your brother gave it to you, and 
it didn' t cost you nothing.' 

"'I said, 'That' s right. My brother 
gave it to me and it didn't cost me 
nothing.' 

'"He dug his toes down against the 
sidewalk for a minute and was lost in 
thought, then he began, 'I wist' -I 
thought I knew what he was going to 
wish; that he was going to wish he had 
a brother like that, and I had the an­
swer ready for him. 

"'But he didn't say that, and what 
he said jarred me all the way down to 
my heels, for his response was: "I wist 
I could be a brother like that."' 

However this story is used, the 
clearest, prevailing truth is that it is, 
indeed, more blessed to give than to 
receive. And in today's world, most 
of us have many opportunities to test 
its validity. 

Among our opportunities to be a 
"giving" brother or sister is the 
Thanksgiving offering for the minis­
try of our Homes for Children. 

In case we have forgotten, there is 
still time. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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Welcome to 
the 'Age Wave' 
By John Lepper· 

In January 1996, the first 
baby boomer will reach 50 years 
of age and join the ranks of other 
older people so identified by the 
American Association of Retired 
People. Baby boomer is the pop­
ular title for those born between 
1946 and 1964, the birth boom 
following World War II. 

So on the first day of January 
1996 the first boomer reaches 
50, and for 18 years, someone in 
America will reach 50 every 8 
seconds. Admittedly, most 50-
year-olds do not consider them­
selves elderly, even though 
many do accept the senior citi­
zen discount! However, the 
above statistic points to the ever­
growing age wave. 

"Age wave" was coined by 
Kenneth Dychtwald. Win and 
Charles Am also use this term in 
their book titled "Catch the Age 
Wave." This book challenges 
churches to respond to , senior 

.., adults . as their. number, inclieas-
• i es··-,..,...., ,'1, ..., r • v~,,.Jl1J • . .10..1 J • I~ 

..;,_ ,:,., •, ••· ' • ·1 . ,._l, ; , : ' ' 

, • Among the many sugges-
tions for ministry offered by the 
Arns; they outline seven charac­
teristics of churches that will 
successfully minister to • and 
reach senior adults of the future. 
These are: 

I Concerns of middle and 
older age will dominate the 
agenda of the church. 

• I The effective church of to­
morrow will provide opportuni­
ties for using retirement years 
meaningfully. 

I Volunteerism will be differ-. 
ent in the church of tomorrow. 

I In the church of tomorrow, 
ministries of love and caring­
both giving and receiving-will 
receive a high priority. • 

I The development of spiri­
tual maturity will be assigned 
greater priority. 

I The church of tomorrow 
will give more priority to adult 
ministry . 

I The church of tomorrow 
will provide leadership and 
structure for an effective senior 
adult ministry." 

Churches which desire to 
have effective senior adult min­
istries need to rethink the way 
they view the elderly. The baby 
boom elderly will be different 
than the elderly of the past. 
These new senior adults will be 
different in their activities, atti­
tudes and approach to life. 
Churches with foresight will 
gear their ministries and out­
reach accordingly. 

John Lepper is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 's f am­
ity ministry department. 

.. 



Confessions of a do-it-yourself 
home improvement wannabe 

HESAID Since Joseph and Jesus both were 
carpenters, I wonder if Mary got 
frustrated at their home-improvement 
schemes. Maybe this is just a 20th 
century phenomenon, or maybe they 
.were better carpenters than me. Or 
maybe Joseph had an advantage with 
the human-divine Jesus there to help 
him. 

Mark Wingfield Actually, I usually can get the job 
•• done. It's just a matter of having 

trouble with the truth-in-disclosure-to­
your-spouse-of-time-needed-to-fix-it issue. Need to fix a 
leaking toilet? 'Thirty minutes, easy." Need to fix the dryer 
so it actually dries the clothes? "I'm sure I can do it during 
the hour before you have to leave and the boys wake up 
from their naps." 

To my dismay, but perhaps fortunate for the sake of our 
marriage, Alison has learned not to trust my optimistic 
estimates as I take screwdriver and instruction manual in 
hand. That 30-minute job invariably turns into one that 
disrupts lunch, dinner and bedtime as well. Yet I refuse to 
learn my lesson. 

This inability to estimate the time required for home­
repair jobs is a little-known principle of manhood. But its 
corollary is widely known and even reluctantly confessed by 
most men: Real men never stop for directions when lost in 
the car. 
, What do these two problems have in common? It's a 
genetic thing, I'm sure, and one that only God understands. 
Maybe this is proof of God's sense of humor. The male ego 
has an incredible capacity to overstate ability and can be as 
stubborn as the mule Mary rode into Jerusalem. 

SHESAID I dread home-improvement days. 
The phrase: "We don't need to call the 
'fill-in-the-blank' repair person. I can 
fix it myself," sends me to the nearest 
park or mall with our 3-year-old twin 
boys in tow-preferably With the 
checkbook in my hands and out of 
Mark's reach. 

There are a few things my home-
Alison Wingfield improvement husband has succeeded 

in repairing without needing to call in 
backup. But by the time he has made 

seven trips to Home Quarters, Lowes and wherever else 
that "just one more thing" is to get the job done, the bill is 
approaching any plumber's standard house call. 

As the cable repair person who replaced a splitter my 
husband and father had put in said, "Tell your husband I'm 
not worried about my job security." 

Mark does have the sense to save the big stuff for when 
my parents or his parents are in town. 

The downside to this help is-that just when I think I 
might get a qreak from the kids, he and my dad or his dad 
take off for materials for whatever pressing project is at 
hand. My mother and mother-in-law and I have learned to 
send the boys with them on these expeditions, so they can 
have some male bonding time at the hardware store! 

Since fixing things is not my idea of fun (although I do a 
mean toilet plunger routine), maybe one of the boys will 
walk in his father's footsteps and enjoy helping out on these 
projects when he gets older. The question is, will they get 
the job. done twice as fast, or will it take them twice as long? 

Mark Wingfield is interim editor of the Western Recorder. 
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer. 

OPINION • 
What can you expect from us now? 

• What,can you expect of the Western Recorder as 
we enter a new phase of leadership? 

The goal of the board of directors and staff is to 
maintain and build further upon the strong founda­
tion Marv Knox established during his tenure as ed­
itor. The Recorder's opinion pages will continue to 
offer a public forum for all Kentucky Baptists to 
express their views on issues of the day. The edito­

for further details to be announced soon. 
The Recorder staff is grateful for the strong and 

healthy condition in which Marv Knox has left us. 
We pledge to continue making the Recorder a pa­
per that is appreciated by both clergy and laity, a 
paper that is reader-friendly and a paper that is rel­
evant to our times. 

If your church does not provide the Recorder to 
rial page will continue to off er straight­
forward words of challenge and inspira­
tion. The news and feature pages will 

EDITORIALS 
every member family, the impending 
arrival of a new year is a great time to 
start. And the Recorder's church news­

continue to deliver the balanced, uncensored Bap­
tist news and practical resources for Christian liv­
ing our subscribers have come to appreciate. 

One of the few changes readers will notice dur­
ing this interim period is the introduction of a new 
personal column on this page to carry on the light­
hearted tradition of Down Home, which has moved 
to Texas with Marv Knox. He Said/She Said will 
focus on real-life family issues and relationships, 
but from the often different perspectives of males 
and females. 

Another new feature in the works is development 
of an on-line edition of the Recorder in conjunction 
with Son Rise Christian Computer Network. Watch 

page plan continues to offer the best bargain any­
where for publishing a church newsletter, especial­
ly ~s churches face increased costs for the postage 
and printing of other newsletters. 

The Recorder staff wants to serve you. Some­
times pastors and lay leaders are surprised when 
one of our staff members shows up at their church 
in person in response to a request for information. 
But that's not an unusual trip for us. Please call on 
us to come talk to your church leadership about the 
Recorder. 

We're also happy to preach or speak in your 
church or association. Call us-and see for yourself. 

-Mark Wingfield 

Someone stop us before we spend again 
Wouldn't you really like someone to give you 

permission not to spend so much money on Christ­
mas presents this year? 

If you're an average American, you already 
owed nearly $4,000 in credit card debt before hit­
ting the first Christmas sale. And your debt load by 
New Year's likely will bulge more than your stom­
ach after Christmas dinner. 

Or maybe you're in better financial condition 
than the average American. Maybe you've saved 
throughout the year to buy a sleigh full of Christ­
mas presents, or perhaps you simply are wealthy 
enough to buy loads of presents without feeling a 
pinch. 

Regardless of which financial category you fall 
in, you likely face one of the two major moral di­
lemmas thrust upon Christians during this, our most 
paradoxical "religious" holiday. 

The first problem is debt Christian families 
spend beyond their means to buy the most trendy 
Christmas presents just as much as other· families. 
This makes for poor stewardship of the resources 
God has entrusted to our care. 

The second problem is a mixture of greed and 
guilt. We have been seduced by our worldly culture 
into believing we reall) need many more things 
than we do. And in mru y cases, we feel so guilty 
for the time spent away 1 ·om our families in pursuit 
of more money that we tttempt to make it all right 
by piling up the present! . 

Yes, the tradition of g ving gifts at Christmas has 
roots in the visit of the magi, who brought Jesus 
gifts of gold, frankincem ! and myrrh. And yes, only 
Scrooge would write ru editorial against gift-giv­
ing at Christmas. 

The question really isn't whether to give gifts, 
but what kind of gifts to give in honor of the Christ­
child's birth in a humble cattle stall. 

· So here are some suggestions for thoughtful gifts 
that might not be on the average Christmas shop­
ping list but ought to be on the list of thoughtful 
Christians: · 

I All who believe government should reduce its 
care for the poor and needy should put their money 
where their mouths are and start taking up the slack 
with charitable contributions of time and money'. If 
churches and Christians cared for their communi­
ties throughout the year the way Jesus taught, wel­
fare really would be reformed. 

I All who feel the urge to buy their children the 
biggest and best presents out of guilt should give 
theif children the gift of time and presence instead. 
A commitment to spend quality time with your chil­
dren throughout the year will be remembered long 
after the latest video grune is obsolete. 

I All who profess to be missionary Baptists 
should find a significant place under their Christ­
mas trees for missions giving. Remember that one­
third of the world's population never has been told 
the beautiful story of Jesus' love. • 

Take a reality check before you write your own 
check to the department store this week. Recall the 
piercing words of 1 John 3 :17: "If anyone has ma­
terial possessions and sees his brother in need but 
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 
him?" 

Charlie Brown said it best when in exasperation 
he asked Linus: "lsn't there anyone who knows 
what Christmas is all about?" 

-Mark Wingfield 
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OPINION 
Should a religious equality amendment be added? 

Text of Hyde 
amendment 

Preamble: "Proposing an 
amendment to the 
Constitution of the 

United States in order to 
secure the unalienable 

right of the people to 
acknowledge, worship 

and serve their Creator, 
according to the dictates 

of conscience." 
Proposed amendment: 

"Neither the United 
States nor any state shall 

deny benefits to or 
otherwise discriminate 

against any private 
person or group on 
account of religious 
expression, belief or 
identity; nor shall the 

prohibition on laws 
respecting an 

establishment of religion 
be construed to require 

such discrimination." 

:s By Michael Whitehead 
General Counsel 
SBC Christian Life 
Commission 

Lawyers and judges have been fid­
dling with the First Amendment for 
50 years, distorting the doctrine of 
church-state separation so that Tho­
mas Jefferson would not recognize 
his own '•'wall of separation" between 
the two today. 

A Pontotoc, Miss., second grader 
asked his teacher if the class could say 
"grace" before they walked down the 
hall to the school cafeteria. The teach­
er said yes, if a student volunteered to 
lead. Students who did not want to . 
participate could be first in the lunch­
line outside the classroom door, 
where the teacher stood. In a federal 
lawsuit still pending, People for the 
American Way has persuaded the tri­
al judge to stop this practice, based on 
"separation of church and state." 

It' s time to stop the discrimination 
against student-initiated, student-led 
prayer and religious expression in 
public schools. 

When the Oklahoma City bomb­
ing , killed innocent children and 
adults, local churches . and nearby 
businesses opened their hearts and 
doors to the victims and rescuers. 
Tents were erected in church parking 
lots by government relief workers to 
provide additional shelter. Afterward, 
federal funds were offered to fix the 
damage caused by relief workers, in­
cluding holes in the asphalt parking 
lots caused by tent pegs. When some 
churches applied for the repair mon-

NO 
By Melissa Rogers 
Associate General 
Counsel 
Baptist Joint 
Committee 

A "religious equality" constitu­
tional amendment is unnecessary and 
unwise. The two amendments recent­
ly proposed by Congress threaten our 
religious liberty. 

To those who want to "fix" the 
Constitution with such an amend­
ment, I say, "The Constitution isn't 
broken." The First Amendment, as 
well as an array of supporting laws, 
such as the Religious Freedom Resto­
ration Act and the Equal Access Act, 
currently provide vigorous protection 
for religious freedom. These laws 
make clear that prayer has not been 
kicked out of the public schools and 
religion has not been banished from 
the public square. • 

Under current law, students may 
pray silently at school at any time­
even orally and collectively as long as 
they are not disruptive. The Equal 
Access Act allows student religious 
clubs to meet on school property to 
pray or read their Bibles. 

Our laws permit citizens to speak 
of their religious convictions in pub­
lic settings, such as town hall meet­
ings, and religious leaders to hold ral­
lies in public parks. In fact, the Su­
preme Court recently reaffirmed the 
robust protection for religious expres­
sion in public places. 

Well, fine, some say, the rights are 
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ey, they were denied, on grounds of 
"separation of church and state." 

It's time to stop the discrimination 
against religious people who partici­
pate in government programs or ben­
efits. 

In response to countless situations 
like these, Rep. Henry Hyde, (R.-Ill.), 
has introducedH.J.R. 121, titled "The 
Religious Equality Amendment," 
which we helped to craft. The Hyde 
amendment is so simple even a law- • 
yer can understand it. In a nutshell, it 
says: "Government, thou shalt not 
discriminate against religious expres­
sion by private persons." 

To support this amendment is to 
oppose religious discrimination. To 
oppose this amendment is to support 
religious discrimination. So who 
could oppose this amendment? Those 
groups who think the establishment 
clause of the First Amendment per­
mits or requires government to dis­
criminate against private religious ex­
pression in public schools or the pub­
lic square. 

The ACLU, People for the Ameri­
can Way, Americans United and the 
Baptist Joint Committee will soon be 
crying, like Chicken Little, that the 
constitutional sky is falling. Most 
Americans will not fall for this false 
alarm. They will tell Chicken Little to 
calm down and look at what really hit 
her. This amendment has nothing to 

peal the establishment clause? Abso­
lutely not. It will not remove one jot 
or tittle of James Madison's 16 words. 
It will only "repeal" misinterpreta­
tions of the establishment clause by 
adding a clear statement that most 
Americans will accept as a self-evi­
dent truth: Government should not 
discriminate against private religious 
speech. 

Will this amendment produce gov­
ernment-mandated, teacher-led 
prayers in public schools? Absolutely 
not. It will only produce freedom for 
voluntary, student-initiated, student­
led prayer and religious expression in 
circumstances when ·non-religious 
expression is permitted. 

Will this amendment force states 
to provide educational vouchers to 
private religious-school students? 
Absolutely not. It will make clear that 
vouchers are constitutional, but not 
required. If a state chooses to provide 
vouchers to private-school students, 
then it cannot discriminate against re­
ligious-school students. Still, the wis­
dom of offering vouchers should be 
decided by voters in school districts, 
and the wisdom of accepting vouch­
ers with whatever strings attached 
should be decided by religious 
schools and their patrons. 

At its annual meeting in June, the 
Southern Baptist Convention adopted 
a resolution endorsing a religious 

be afraid of, if 
you really op­
pose discrimina­
tion. • •r•li~&il 

equality amend­
ment. • This fall , 
some Baptist 
state conven­
tions have 
adopted resolu-

Will this 
amendment re-

there, but some­
times these 
rights are not 
understood or 
respected. The proper response to this 
concern is not to draft more laws-it 
is to educate society about the laws al­
ready on the books and enforce them. 

As part of this effort, the Baptist 
Joint Committee and other organiza­
tions drafted "Religion in the Public • 
Schools: A Joint Statement of Current 
Law." The Clinton administration re­
cently furthered the educational effort 
by mailing to every school district a 
copy of its guidelines on religion in 
the public schools. 

What current law does not allow­
but the new amendments would per­
mit and sometimes require-is gov­
ernment promotion of religious activ­
ities and government endorsement of 
religious messages. For example, the 
amendments would require governs 
ment to fund religion in the srune way 
it funds secular activities. Thus, if the 
government funds the educational 
and charitable activities of secular or­
ganizations, it also must fund the sa­
cred missions of churches and other 
pervasively sectarian groups. 

Ultimately, this would permit the 
government to coerce, control and 
compromise religion. When the state 
advances religion in this way, it vio­
lates the consciences of taxpayers 
who rightfully expect the government 
to remain neutral toward religion. 

Moreover, because government 
simply cannot fund the thousands of 

religious groups 
in the United 
States, the 
amendment 

would trigger unhealthy competition 
among faith groups and force govern­
ment to make divisive decisions about 
which groups get public money. All 
too often, only majority religions 
would "reap the spoils." 

. Further complicating this debate is 
the fact even those who support an 
amendment cannot agree on what it 
should say. Amendment proponents 
have splintered into two camps: one 
led by Rep. Henry Hyde (R.-Ill.) and 
one by Rep. Ernest Istook (R.-Okla.). 
This rift raises the question: If amend­
ment proponents can't agree, how 
much further apart must the rest of the 
country be? 

Both amendments would allow . 
government funding for religion, but 
they would apply to religious speech 
differently. The Hyde amendment 
states that it protects only the religious 
expression of "private person(s) or 
group(s)," making it sound both ap­
pealing and unambiguous on first 
reading. Indeed, the amendment pro­
tects purely private religious speech 
and activities. But, as courts have rec­
ognized, the line between public and 
private is far from clear. 

Sometimes religious speech by 
"private" speakers is so couched in 
the context of state sponsorship it 
leaves the impression that the govern­
ment is endorsing religion. 

For example, is a public school 

tions opposing a religious equality 
amendment, based on. fears and ru­
mors that have no foundation in fact 
or in the text. When told the truth 
about this text, the people can be trust­
ed to see that Mr. Hyde's amendment 
is perfectly consistent with Mr. Mad­
ison's amendment. No "tinkering" 
with the First Amendment here, onlJ 
reinforcing the principle of religiou: 
freedom. 

Suppose a traffic control signal 
with red, yellow and green lights has 
added to it a right-tum arrow. Does 
the addition of a green arrow "repeal" 
the red light, or make the highway 
more hazardous? Of course not. The 
new arrow clarifies the rules of the· 
road and facilitates free-flowing traf­
fic. It may even protect lives. Lawyers_ 
who profit from traffic accident cases 
may be saddened, but not many oth­
ers. 

Adding a religious equality 
amendment cannot repeal the "red 
light" of the establishment clause, but 
can only provide additional light in 
coordination with the First Amend­
ment. The religious equality amend­
ment provides a "right-turn arrow" 
expressly protecting the right of pri­
vate religious expression, including 
prayer. Its "green arrow" can prevent 
countless collisions at the intersection 
of church and state, and can help to 
protect religious life in the public 
square. Lawyers who profit from con­
stitutional "car wrecks" may be sad­
dened, but not many others. 

A religious equality amendment is 
the right direction for religious free­
dom. 

student who delivers a hell-fire ser­
mon to a captive classroom audience 
a "private person" whose speech must 
not be "discriminated" against under 
the amendment? Whereas the .First 
Amendment currently has the sensi­
tivity and flexibility to respond to 
such distinctions, Hyde's amendment 
would attempt to bluntly cut across 
them. 

Istook's "religious liberties" con­
stitutional amendment would require 
schools to allow any prayers desired 
by students. Thus, it would permit a 
teacher to lead a class in prayer so 
long as one or more students wanted 
such a prayer. Also, because the Is­
took amendment would require the 
government to permit "acknowledge­
ments" of "religious heritage, beliefs 
or traditions," it would allow a legis­
lative proclamation that the United 
States is a Christian nation. The Istook 
amendment would therefore violate a 
touchstone of church-state relations: 
No American should be made to feel 
a religious outsider by their govern­
ment. 

Baptists' commitment to religious 
freedom played a large role in the for­
mulation of First Amendment's reli­
gion clauses over 200 years ago. 
These clauses command the govern­
ment to accommodate religion with­
out advancing it, protect religion 
without privileging it and lift burdens 
on religious liberty without extending 
religion benefits. Because the new 
amendments would violate these wor­
thy goals, they should be rejected. 



NATION 
,. 

Nation's largest cities still a challenge to Baptists 
By Sarah Zimmerman 
SBC Home Mission Board 

NEW YORK CITY (BP)- The 
nation's largest Protestant denomina­
tion still has minority status in Amer­
ica's largest cities. 

Compared to virtually any city in 
the South, Southern Baptist numbers 
in New York City and Los Angeles 
are meager; making an impact in ur­
ban centers dominated by ethnic 
groups is slow for Southern Baptists 
with rural, predominantly Anglo 
roots. 

The enormity can be overwhelm­
ing," admits David Dean, director of 
missions for Metropolitan New York 
Baptist Association. 

It also can be challenging. 
"It's like David and Goliath. The 

giant's so big you can't miss," says· 
Doyle Braden, director of missions 
for Southern California's Orange 
County Baptist Association. • 

Perhaps no one is more aware of 
differences between the Bible Belt 
and these cities than Robert Sowell 
and Barbara Oden. Three years ago, 
they worked for Houston's Union 
Baptist Association, the largest asso­
ciation in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. With more than 500 church­
es and missions, the association 
serves a county with 3 million resi­
dents. 

Sowell left Houston in 1993 to be­
come· director of ·missions for Los 
Angeles Baptist Association, one of 
eight associations in the Los Angeles 
area. Together those associations 
have five times as many people as 
Houston but only 150 more Baptist 
churches. 

Oden left Houston to start church­
es in multi-housing units in the Met­
ropolitan New York Baptist Associa-

■ "Hate-free" Bible released. A 
new Bible translation which removes 
anti-Semitic references from the 
New Testament has been released by 
the American Bible Society. The 
new Contemporary English Version 
offers "a hate-free" translation of the 
195 passages referring to a phrase 
translated in most English Bibles as 
"the Jews." The phrase was repeat­
edly used to refer tCJOpponents of 
Jesus or his band of Jewish follow­
ers. 

■ Graham cancels appearances. 
Evangelist Billy Graham has can­
celed plans to speak at crusades in 
Australia and New Zealand next 
February and March. Graham 
spokesman Larry Ross attributed the 
change in plans to three reasons: The 
evangelist's doctors thought the two­
month trip across many time zones 
would intensify his Parkinson's con­
dition; the Billy Graham Evangelis­
tic Association board has encouraged 
Graham to conserve his energy; and 
Graham's wife, Ruth, is ill. 

■ Methodist leader accused of em­
bezzlement. The United Methodist 
Church's Board of Global Ministries, 
the denomination's major domestic 
and foreign mission agency, has ac-

POPULATION MAGNET Southern Califor­
nia is a magnet for people seeking a warm 
climate and proximity to beaches and 
mountains. Robert Sowell, director of mis­
sions for Los Angeles Baptist Association, 
points out that Los Angeles County has 9 
million people, half of whom are Hispanic. 
(BP photo by Sarah Zimmerman) 

tion, which encompasses 18 million 
people and only 197 Baptist congre­
gations. 

With the help of strong churches 
in Houston, Oden says she could do 
things on her own strength there. In 
New York City, she says, ''I've had to 
go to praying." 
• The cost of living in these cities 

impacts churches twice, Sowell says. 
First, a Southern California church . 
might pay $700 to $1 ;200 a month to 
rent space for Sunday services. Sec­
ond, it takes a lot of money to support 
a full-time pastor. 

"In Texas, a church with 200 
members could have two full-time 
staff. Here a church with 200 mem­
bers can't pay the pastor well," Sow­
ell explains. "A lot of pastors have no 

medical insurance and no retirement." 
The same is true in New York 

City, where a two-bedroom condo­
minium was listed for $70,000 this 
fall. In addition to the mortgage pay­
ment, owners must pay a monthly 
$850 maintenance fee. 

With re.al estate prices like that, 
less than one-third of the Baptist 
churches in the New York association 
have their own buildings and half the 
pastors serve bivocationally. 

Consequently churches share fa­
cilities. The associational office in 
New York City is paid for, and six 
congregations use it throughout the 
week. 

In California's Orange County, 
only 39 of the association's 101 con­
gregations own their meeting places, 
Braden says. Thirty-two of those 
which own buildings share their facil­
ities with another congregation; one 
building is home to five congrega­
tions. 

Lack of resources, however, 
doesn't keep Southern Baptists in the 
nation's largest cities from dreaming 
big. 

Home missionary Taylor Fields is 
pastor/director of East Seventh Bap­
tist Ministry, better known as the 
Graffiti Center, on the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan. Running out of 
space in a storefront building, Graffiti 
considered buying an abandoned syn­
agogue across the street. Four years 
ago it went on the auction block with 
bids starting at $137,000. 

With a number of small gifts, 
Graffiti raised $50,000 before the 
building was withdrawn from the auc­
tion. 

Graffiti continued to save money 
and collected $120,000 by the time 
the former synagogue returned to the 
auction block this year. Graffiti pur-

NATIONAL NOTES 
cused a former comptroller general 
of embezzling up to $400,000 and 
putting the money into his bank ac­
count. Lorene Wilbur, associate 
general secretary of the Board of 
Global Ministries, said church offi­
cials uncovered William Jones' al­
leged embezzlement within days of 
his leaving his job at the New York 
City-based agency in October. 

■ American Baptists study gay is­
sue. The General Board of the 1.5 
million-member American Baptist 
Churches has voted to establish a 
Commission on Denominational 
Unity to help the church body deal 
with controversies over homosexu­
ality. The General Board, which met 
Nov. 16-19, is the denomination's 
top decision-making body between 
biennial meetings. 

■ Mississippi appeals on prayer 
case. A Mississippi law that would 
require public schools to allow cer­
tain forms of public prayer was ar­
gued before a federal appeals court 
Nov. 9. A lower federal court struck 
down the 1994 law. The Mississippi 
legislature passed the law after the 
highly publicized firing-of Bishop 
Knox, principal of Wingfield High 
School. 

■ Mormons growing overseas. 
Gordon Hinckley, president of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, says the American-born de­
nomination soon will have more 
members outside the United States 
than in the country of its birth. He 
predicted the change would occur in 
February 1996. Hinckley said the 
denomination's world membership 
is currently about 9 million people 
and is growing by about 1 million 
every 3.5 years, mostly overseas. 

■ Emory to study proselytizing. The 
Pew Charitable Trusts has awarded 
Emory University's law and reli­
gion program a $490,000 two-year 
grant to address the "problem of 
proselytizing" in sub-Saharan Afri­
ca and the former Soviet bloc. John 
Witte Jr., one of three Emory pro­
fessors who will direct the project, 
said the gaining of converts has 
emerged as a particular problem in 
areas of the world that have been 
caught up in the current wave of de- -
mocratization .. 

■ Racial reconcilation Sunday set. 
Three organizations have an­
nounced plans to encourage evan­
gelical churches to mark the Sunday 
before the Martin Luther King Jr. 

chased it for the miraculously low 
price of $50,000. Now renovating the 
facility will cost $750,000. 

In Los Angeles, Sowell's goal is 
leading churches to prayerfully devel­
op a vision of how God wants to use 
them in their communities. "Reaching 
L.A. is ambitious, but not for God," 
he explains. 

holiday as "Racial Reconciliation 
Sunday." The first of what they hope 
will be an annual observance will 
occur Jan. 14, 1996. The National 
Black Evangelical Association, the 
National Association of Evangelicals· 
and Zondervan Publishing House 
will provide resources for churches 
to become "ambassadors of racial 
reconciliation." · 

■ N.J. Scouts may exclude gays. 
Citing the biblical account of the de­
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah as 
evidence that homosexuality is im­
moral, New Jersey Superior Court 
Judge Patrick McGann ruled that the 
Boy Scouts of America may exclude 
homosexuals as scout leaders. 

■ Post Office gets Scrooge Award. 
The Fellowship of Merry Christians 
has given its 1995 Scrooge Award to 
the U.S. Postal Service's legal and 
retail support departments for collab­
orating on a policy banning the use 
of decorative signs or messages say­
ing "Merry Christmas" of "Happy 
Hanukkah" in post office lobbies. 
The organization also presented its 
True Spirit of Christmas Present 
Award to David Rupert, a postmas­
ter in Jackson, Wyo., who has relent­
lessly fought the ban. 

BIG APPLE New York City 
presents challenges to 
Southern Baptist ministry 
not found many other 
places in the United States. 
The New York Metropolitan 
Baptist Association encom­
passes a 75-mile radius 
from Times Square, except 
Long Island, and includes 
only 196 congregations. 
About half the pastors are 
bivocational, and less than 
one-third of the churches 
own buildings. (BP photo) 
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.1995 has been year of influence for Religious Right 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Brian 
Lopina, director of government af­
fairs for the Christian Coalition, says 
his life has changed "dramatically" 
since the 1994 elections that swept a 
Republican majority into both houses 
of Congress. 

Just a year ago, according to Lopi­
na, his conservative activist group, 
founded by religious broadcaster Pat 
Robertson, could barely get the time 
of day from Congress. Lawmakers, 
he says, harbored "a lot of hostility" 
for the coalition's legislative agenda. 

Today, Lopina conducts media in­
terviews on his cellular phone in a 
Capitol corridor while negotiating 
meetings with House leaders and call­
ing out directions to aides monitoring 
key congressional hearings. 

"I don't have enough hours in the 
day," Lopina says. "We are moving 
the ball forward on all fronts." 

Last November, conservative 
Christian and "pro-family" political 
activists claimed partial credit for 
breaking a 40-year Democratic hold 
on the House. A year later, political 
analysts agree the Religious Right is 
wielding considerable influence in the 
104th Congress, helping to shape 
agendas on welfare and the federal 
budget, sparking national debate over 
religious expression in public schools 
and focusing a new spotlight on mor­
al issues such as abortion and pornog-
raphy. • 

Whether Christian conservatives 
can forge enduring public policy 
changes remains debatable, analysts 
say. One big question is whether the 
Religious Right can overcome divi­
sion within its own ranks on how best 
to pursue controversial · aims such as 
school prayer and anti-abortion legis­
lation. But clearly, the movement is 
in powerful ascent. 

"Christian Right leaders are now 
players in the game., and that is enor­
mously significant," says John Green, 
director of the Ray Bliss Institute of 
Applied Politics at the University of 
Akron. 

Adds Barry Lynn, executive direc­
tor of Americans United for Separa­
tion of Church and State, a longstand­
ing foe of the Religious Right: "The 
1994 election was the wake-up call, 
and this Congress is like the first cup 
of coffee. If Religious Right-backed 
candidates win the presidency and 
some other seats in both houses, they 
.will effectively seize control of the 

government." 
One of the movement's key play­

ers is Gary Bauer, a former Reagan 
administration official and now presi­
dent of the Family Research Council, 
a conservative Washington-based ad­
vocacy group on family-related poli­
cy issues. 

"We have so many demands on us 
now to be on Capitol Hill ... that 
groups like ours are really pressed to 
the limits to try and find the resources 
and manpower and time to do all the 
things we're being called to do," says 
Bauer. 

Bauer's organization once was af­
filiated with Focus on the Family, a 
multimillion-dollar group that pro­
duces a daily radio program heard on 
hundreds of radio stations. The two 
groups became legally separate in 
1991, but retain close ties. 

In a recent fund-raising letter, Bau­
er described a day he and Focus on 
the Family President James Dobson 
spent on Capitol Hill, moving from 
meeting to meeting with Senate Ma­
jority Leader Bob Dole, House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and others. 

"It's certainly been a gratifying 
year," Bauer says. ''This has been a 
unique experience." 

The Religious Right' s influence is 
not new. The movement had its roots 
in the 1950s and was powerful • 
throughout the 1980s, especially dur­
ing the Reagan presidency when it 
helped steer the Republican Party to­
ward a strong anti-abortion stance. 

Today, religious conservatives 
wield clout on a far broader range of 
issues than in the 1980s, and their po­
litical organizing is far more effective. 

Even detractors of the Religious 
Right now pay it grudging respect. 

"They are definitely having an im­
pact on the whole face of this Con­
gress," says Jill Hanauer, executive 
director of the Interfaith Alliance, an 

ecumenical group established last 
year to counter the Religious Right. 
"What our side needs to do is learn 
from them and help energize main­
stream America back into the pro­
cess." 

Still, the Religious Right, for all its 
early momentum, has not been uni­
formly successful. 

In August, the House rejected an 
amendment to end.federal funding of 
abortion counseling at family plan­
ning clinics. Also; despite a pledge by 
Gingrich shortly after the 1994 elec­
tions to see a vote on school prayer 
by July 4, movement on legislation 
has been slow, due partly to strategy 
wrangling among conservatives. 

And outright division within the 
Religious Right has surfaced on two 
fronts: how to alter the Constitution 
to allow greater religious expression 
in public places such as schools, and 
how far to go in seeking to outlaw 
abortion. 

Nonetheless, despite the internal 
squabbles and the uncertain long-term 
outcome of the "Contract with the 
American Family," conservative 
Christian activists say they are 
pleased with their progress to date. 

Some outside observers say it's 
still too early tr. make any final judg­
ments about the Religious Right's ul­
timate success. 

The 1994 election "was not a 
fluke, but it's hard to say at this point 
~fo:,ther it means a stable realignment 
of voters," says Allen Hertzke, assis­
tant director of the Carl Albert Con­
gressional Research Center at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

"When you start becoming part of 
the majority governing coalition, then 
you have the challenge of wor.king 
that out," Hertzke says. "You have to 
stop and figure out what is the best 
strategy to deal with controversial is­
sues like abortion." 

Annuity Boar~ still ~ppealing i . Congress protests charities from suits 
to protect retired m1n1sters WASHINGTON (BP)- The 

DALLAS (BP)-The proposed 
Church Retirement Benefits Simplifi­
cation Act of 1995 passed the U.S. 
Senate, but was dropped from a bud­
get reconciliation bill in conference 
committee. 

Now the Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and oth­
er members of the Church Alliance, 
encompassing the benefits boards of 
29 religious groups, are scrambling to 
try to get the measure attached to an­
other bill. 

One of the reasons for urgency is a 
new Internal Revenue Service audit 
guideline that declares a minister's 
housing allowance in retirement is 
"net income" subject to self-employ­
ment tax. 

"It is imperative that this bill be 
enacted in this calendar year," said 
Thomas Miller, senior vice president 
for public relations at the Annuity 
Board. "The proposed act, which has 
negligible revenue implications for 
the federal budget, is extremely im­
portant to clarify the law on church 
pensions." 

Annuity Board President Paul 
Powell sent a letter to pastors and de-
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· U.S. House and Senate have re-
nominational executives Nov. 22 ask- soundingly passed legislation to 
ing them to write President Clinton, protectthe nation's charities from 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, a ~ar-reaching class-action law-
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and smt. , 
other congressional leaders urging In back-to-back votes Nov. 28 
them to attach the bill to some piece and 29, the two houses of Con-
of appropriate legislation. gress passed the Charitable Gift 

The Senate bill is S. 881, and a Annuity Antitrust Relief Act of 
companion House bill is H.R. 528. 1995 (H.R. 2525) and the Philan-

While the audit guideline is con- thrqpy Protection Act of 1995 
sidered a critical issue, the multi-de- (H.~ •. 2519) to. clarify federal se-
nominational Church Alliance also is c:urities·and •ll!}titrust laws: 
seeking simplification of rules appli- i, • _The_H~use passed the gift an­
cable to church pension plans and ·If· ~i,µty bill~y 11.,vo~ ?(427-11 and 
clarification of the right of chaplains . ,;· ,was, u~~tmou~ m its support of 
to continue participation in church }{\ the llh!~an~OP.)'. act ~ >Senate 
plans. <·pa~~ed 1'?th ·,b1Us;.,11nammgusly. 

Miller noted ordained ministirs ...... .PresidepltCli~ton is\expected to 
must pay self-employment tax on :~At si~Jl th~~ iri~law this .wee~. ' 
both taxable income and a housing t':,; Vt~PJ!l~ }iffi!ID th11t ana:trust. 
all<?wance or value of a parsonage •·•• ~d. sec~l}!i~la'!s ~o ~ot apply 
while they are employed. "But to ap- to ~h~nt11.1:>Ie. o~gamzattons and 
ply (that) tax to a housing allowance : doqat1C?ns;or,g1fts mad<! to the 
in retirement woul,d defeat the pur- . 9~aritief~~ the fon:µ ?fchllritable 
pose of ~ongress in permitting the al- g1~ ru;mu¼pes o~ ,chantable t!11~ts. 
lowance 10 the first place," he said. , Th~y,, were. mtroduceq 10 re-

Miller said letters, calls and tele- sponse t8 l,\· . .lawsuit . broµght in 
~ams are needed to the top congres- U.S. DistrictC9ur(_ip Wichita 
s1onal leaders. "I don't think there .Falls, T~,.icas, de"!c1nd10g that t):le 
could be too many contacts." • , • •• 

nation's cliarities return donations 
made through charitable gift an­
nuities and charitable trusts and 
pay triple damages. The suit was 
certified as a class action in Octo­
ber. Among the hundreds of de­
fendants were the Southern Bap-

• tist Convention and the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, as well as any 
college or university iliat has ben­
efitted from such a donor's de­
vice. 

·Toe niece of a Wichita Falls 
woman filed the lawsuit, chal­
lenging a charitable gift annuity 
between her · great aunt and the 
Lutheran Foundation . . The suit 
conteqded that becatise '. many 
charities pay the siune .. rate of re-: 
turrion such annuities as s.uggest-' 
ed by . the Americait,Council on 
Gift Annuities, th~f are fixing ' 
prices in /violation of antitrus.i 
laws. 

'She also alleged such dona­
tions are forms of i,nvestment and 
shopld be regulated by securities 
laws. .,,, • 
, Dismiss!ll of the . lawsuit will 
• l:,e sought as soon as the bills be­
come law. 



ISSUES 
3 women say they wouldn't turn back 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

They love spending time with their 
children, although day-long responsi­
bilities bring frustration at times. But 
three Kentucky women who have 
spent anywhere from a short time at 
home to two decades at home say it's 
the best choice for them. 

"I knew the amount of stress it 
would cause for me and my family," 
Cindy Abernathy of Latonia ex­
plained of leaving the teach-
ing field after her 
son's birth last 
year. "I 
knew the 
quality of life 
was more im­
portant thar ~x­
tra income. I 
couldn't be su­
per-mom and su­
per-teacher." 

staying with Clayton in his formative 
years. 

"He's a happy, well-adjusted little 
guy and I think the main reason is be­
cause we have that anchor at home," 
she said. "I had not planned to do this 
and didn't think I'd be happy at home. 
But I've changed my mind." 

Susan Wilder has stayed home 
since 1990,, when she and her hus­
band, Frank, moved back to his na­
tive Lou_isville so he could join his 

family's electronics business. 
She does work outside the 

home two half-days a week, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., at St. Mat­
thews Baptist 
Church 's Par­
ents Day Out 
program. But 
her two oldest 
daughters are in 
school then and 
her 21-month­
old daughter ac-

o companies her 

here. I looked ~t my 9-year-old re­
cently and thought, 'How did she get 
to be 9 already?' It's amazing how 
quickly they grow up." 

Likewise, Cynthia Cary of Benton 
is convinced she made the right deci­
sion when she chose to stay at home 
with.her children. 

The other children in her Western 
Kentucky neighborhood regularly tell 
her children, "I wish my parents could 
be home." 

Ahhough she occasionally sells 
clothing and gift items at 
flea markets and craft 
shops, Cary primarily 
has devoted her time 
to family since earn­
ing a degree _in 
home economics • 
at Murray State 
University more 
than 20 years 
ago. 

"I don't 
want some-
one else 

Though she has 
stopped her teaching 
career for an indefinite 
period of time, the pas­
tor's wife still attends 
state music meetings and 
keeps in touch with pro­

lW wit\'I so to the program. 
f>.beroat "As frustrated VP""' 11~,,~ .

0 CiOd~ 0 as I get sometimes, I told sus~O and \(at1 

raising my 
kids," said 

the member of 
First Baptist Church " 

Benton and mother of four. 
e1af0 Mollie the other day, 'Nobody \(el\18 

fessional developments in her field. 
She said her desire to eventually 

return to work mirrors the feelings of 
most in her six-member, informal 
support group. 

The mothers, who get together on 
a weekly basis, have children ranging 
in age from 17 to 30 months. The 
"play group" gives the kids a chance 
for socialization and the mothers an 
opportunity to compare notes, share 
ideas and cry on each other's shoul­
ders. 

Whether or not she had this outlet, 
Abernathy said she is committed to 

loves you like I do,"' she said of 
their youngest child. 

Like Abernathy, Wilder also was 
a schoolteacher. She finished her de­
gree while working in a school dis­
trict's administrative office and then 
taught elementary school for 18 
months in South Carolina. 

But when the family moved to 
Louisville, Wilder said there was no 
way they could settle into a new home 
in a new· city and then leave their chil­
dren alone during the day. 

"The most rewarding part is there 
would have been so many things I 
would have missed had I not been 

"We want to teach them our val­
ues," she added. 

Though some see a trend toward 
fewer mothers working outside the 
home, Cary doesn't buy it. She 
doesn't know many others in her 
shoes, and she says other people's . 
condemning attitudes pose one of her 
biggest challenges. 

"There's almost a prejudice 
against non-working inothers," she 
said, "like we are lazy. I hear people 
say, 'I wish I could stay home,' espe­
cially if I go out somewhere in the 
middle of the day." 

Stay-at-home dad finds life 
'a lot harder' than other job 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-David Harmon-Vaugh.twa'S :il highly-paid, . 
well-traveled professional. 

But when he and his wife, Darly$, adopted their first child . 
1 

, 
nearly thr.ee years ago, he decided to becom~ the stay-at- • 
home parent. 

He d1dn't set out to make this unconventional choice, said 
the graduate of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; it just 
worked out that way. 

"I had an option to sell out to my partner,)' explained 
Harmon-Vaught, who was president of a pharmaceutical . 
purchasing group with operations in 37 states. "It gave me 
an opportunity to have a retirement plari, invest the money . 
and stay home. We thought one -of us oughHo Qe home." 

A member of Broadway Baptist Church in, Louisville, he 
now parents two children full time. In addition to son Mark, 
the couple adopted a daughter, Sarah, last April. 

His Wife, a senior vice president at the investment firm of 
Hilliard Lyons, also took steps to ensure she wouldn't have to 
work overtime or we'ekends. But the brunt of the laundry, 
fixing baby bottles and cooking falls on her husband. 

"It's a lot harder than my other job," he said with a laugh. 
"I have a whole new respect for women. The worst thing is 
the repetitive chores." 

Being able to watch the children develop, to see the 
"firsts" in their lives and know they are getting good care is 
the most rewarding thing about being home, he said. 

"I haven't gotten any flack about it. In our circle of friends, 
I get grudging respect. I've had friends say they wish they 
could do this. Guys at church tell me, 'I'd give anything to 
have the time with my kids the way you do With yours."' 

Not that he intends to stay this way forever. Harmon­
Vaught already is considering drawing up business plans for 
the day when April is old enough to attend pre-school. He 
intends to pursue a home-based business, 

"We owned a country store and gas station in South 
Carolina, and our home was next door," he said. "Growing 
up, both parents were around and that was important to me." 

Stay-at-home moms gaining more attention nationwide 
Continued from page 1 
the workplace. 

"I see that as good," said Blanken­
hom, author of the book "Fatherless 
America." 

"When it comes to the well-being 
of children, what they need most is 
parental time," he explained. "In our 
culture, chilq-parent time is down dra­
matically- as much as 40 percent less 
than a generation ago." 

However, the turnabout may be 
occurring more rapidly than Parham 

or Blankenhom realize, according to 
a mothers' advocacy group based in 
suburban Washington, D.C. 

Information gathered by Mothers 
at Home shows the majority of pre­
school children already spend their 
days with their mother, and that most 
mothers and families want more time 
with their children. 

"I think there's a new appreciation 
for nurturing in our culture," said 
Marian Gormley, the group's public 
relations director. "People are more 

appreciative of this choice. 
"Women are saying, 'I feel so 

strongly that my children need me 
that I'm going to put my career on 
hold for this.' And younger women 
aren't sure they want their life that full 
of stress," brought on by a combina­
tion of outside work with child rear­
ing. 

Founded 11 years ago to encour­
age stay-at-home moms, the group 
publishes a monthly journal called 
Welcome Home, which now has 

~4,000 subscribers. In addition, the 
organization sends members to testi­
fy before Congressional coininittees 
and tracks cultural issues and their 
media treatment. 

Gormley said her group's studies 
show even the government puts a pro­
working slant on its statistics. For ex­
ample, the Department of Labor 
counts women as employed if they 
teach piano lessons, work on a family 
farm or are on maternity leave, she 
said. 

Finances may be ti_ght, but one-income couples make do 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

Financial strain is the major hur­
dle couple_s face when pondering 
whether they can make it as a one-in­
come family with children. 

In writing his new book, "Women 
Leaving the Workplace," Christian 
financial adivser Larry Burkett made 
a surprising discovery: It is easier for 
a couple with an income of less than 
$25,000 to survive as a one-income 
family than it is for a couple making 
more than $40,000. 
• "With those who still made over 
$40,000 (after the wife left the work­
force), they had been making around 

$60,000 and adjusted to that life­
style- homes, cars and so on," Bur­
kett explained. "You can't just cut 
back one thing, you have to cut back 
on a lot of things. 

"It requires a lot of sacrifice, such 
as shopping flea markets, cooking all 
the food and making some of the kids' 
clothes. If you're not committed to 
that lifestyle, it won't work." 

Regardless of past incomes, those 
who have lived through tight finances 
agree that stretching a budget simply 
becomes a way of life. 

Cindy Abernathy, a stay-at-home 
mom in Latonia, advised couples con­
sidering making the switch to first try 
living on one income even while both 

the husband and wif~ are working. 
When she and her husband built their 
house three years ago, they relied · 
solely on his salary in calculating 
what they could afford. 

"You learn to work within a bud­
get," she explained. "We cut coupons· 
and go to consignment shops for baby 
clothes." 

Susan Wilder, a stay-at-home . 
mom in Louisville, points that when 
she and her husband considered 
work-related expenses for food, 
clothing and gasoline, they didn't feel 
they would be that much worse off 
with her staying at home. 

• Still, with three daughters, "hand­
me-downs" are a way oflife, she said. 

In addition, several friends and her 
sister-in-law have worked out an in­
formal clothes-sharing network so 
items can be passed around. 

Cynthia Cary, a stay-at-home 
mom in Benton, said her family's fi­
nances are handled on a month-to­
month basi~. Sometimes they have to 
forego things like new furniture. And 
when that happens, she thinks about 
how they could afford those things if 
she worked outside the home. 

"But it's not worth it," she said. 
"We just make do with what we have. 
I'd rather live on worn-out furniture 
than not be home with my children. 
Furniture wears out, but kids grow up 
fast and leave." 
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FMB sends 
aid to Bosnia 

and Croatia 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)­
The Southern Baptist 

Foreign Mission Board 
released $255,000 for 

relief to the former 
Yugoslavia region in late 

Novem~er, including 
$120,000 for Bosnia­

Herzegovina and 
$135,000 for Croatia. 
The appropriation to 
Bosnia is only half of 

what missionaries in the 
region actually 

requested, but the 
board's human needs 

office was forced to wait 
until more funds become 

available to completely 
fill the request. 

Since September 1992, 
after conflict broke out in 

the former Yugoslavia, 
the FMB has allocated 

nearly $2 million for 
refugee relief and hunger 

relief ministries in the 
region. 

Human needs coffers for 
foreign fields have slid 
during the past years. 

Giving to this designated 
fund is down about 15 
percent this year from 

last year, and projections 
show that giving this 

year will equal only 
three-fourths of that in 

1991. 
The board has only $1 

million left in its hunger 
funds and $1. 7 million in 

general relief funds. 
More than $1 million in 

hunger requests are 
outstanding. 

ISSUES 
Ethicists divided over sending U.S. troops to Bosnia 
By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

Christian ethicists, like the Amer­
ican public, are divided over Presi­
dent Clinton's decision to send U.S. 
troops into Bosnia. 

Clinton announced 
plans to deploy troops in 
a televised address Nov. 
27. The U.S. will provide 
20,000 troops for a 
60,000-troop NATO 
peacekeeping operation, 
he said. 

The mission will be 
limited and focused on 
implementing a peace 
plan recently initialed by Richard Land 
leaders of Serbia, Croatia 
and the Bosnian Muslims, Clinton 
said. Deployment will begin after a 
ceremonial signing of the accord in 
Paris in mid-December. 

A USA Today-CNN-Gallup Poll 
taken after Clinton's speech showed 
46 percent of Americans favor the 
deployment while 40 percent oppose 
it. 

Baptist ethicists interviewed after­
ward also differed over the morality 
of military intervention. 

Glen Stassen, professor of Chris-

tian ethics at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Lou_isvi:lle, laud­
ed the peace agreement negotiated by 
leaders in the former Yugoslavia and 
supported the decision to use Ameri­
can troops to enforce it. 

"Jesus commanded when there is 
something between you 
and your brother, go talk 
and be reconciled. The 
Dayton conference was a 
victory for Jesus' rule. 
Now we need to do our 
part to support the 
peace," Stassen said. 

Richard Land, execu­
tive director of the South­
ern BaptistChristian Life 
Commission, meanwhile, 
said he has "profound 

discomfort with the nature of this in­
tervention" and noted similarities 
with American involvement in Viet­
nam during the 1960s. 

U.S. troops are going "into a situ­
ation where they are not going to be 
peacekeepers, they are going to be 
peacemakers," Land said. "The dif­
ference is they are corning in heavily 
armed, they are coming in to sepa­
rate and stay between forces and im­
plement and guarantee implementa­
tion of a peace agreement that a lot 

of people on the ground are unhappy 
with." 

Ken Sehested, executive director 
of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of 
North America, said the war in Bos­
nia poses "a deeply complex issue." 
While America should have inter­
vened "a long time ago," 
he said he would rather 
see military force avoid­
ed. 

"I would · say anyone 
who feels that the use of 
violence can be redemp­
tive, I don't see how they 
can oppose sending U.S. 
troops there," Sehested 
said. "I happen not to feel 
violence can serve a re- Glen Stassen 
demptive purpose." 

a number of principles one has to 
consider when sending troops into a 
wartime situation," Heimbach said. 

Heimbach said the case for just­
war is "dubious," citing questions 
about just cause, the likelihood of 
success, whether armed conflict is a 

last resort and "propor­
tionality," whether the 
harm caused by armed 
conflict outweighs the 
good. 

Robert Parham, exec­
utive director of the Bap­
tist Center for Ethics, said 
the conflict in Bosnia 
"presents American 
Christians with their 
most significant moral 
dilemma on the global 

scene since the Gulf War." 
While allowing the situation to 

continue unabated is "morally unac­
ceptable," Parham said, he agreed in­
tervention by troops fails to meet 

Other scholars, however, said the 
use of troops is not ~upported by just­
war principles, used by Christian 
thinkers since the time of St. Augus­
tine to determine if a conflict is mor­
al. 

"I am not at all clear that's the 
right thing to do," said Daniel Heim­
bach, professor of Christian ethics at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 

- just- war criteria and is therefore 
"morally unjustifiable." 

"Speaking as a Christian ethicist 
out of the just-war tradition, there are 

"Military intervention will not 
correct injustice, has little chance for 
success, is not the last resort for a just 
peace, offers little hope to immunize 
civilians from conflict and will not 
end the conflict," Parham said. 

Campolo takes on tobacco CLASSIFIED ADS 
Continued from page 1 
is not even a suggestion that con­
demning smoking is about to become 
part of the pro-life agenda." 

Campol_o, an American Baptist, 
comes down especially hard on Chris­
tians and churches in tobacco-produc­
ing states. "One of the reasons why 
we say so little about smoking is that 
too many Christians make their living 
off of the tobacco industry," he says. 

He further chides the conservative 
political candidates championed by 
the Christian Coalition, whom he 
charges "are not about to stand up to 
the tobacco industry" because the to­
bacco industry helps finance their 
campaigns. 

"Another possible reason why al­
most nothing is said about smoking 
from the pulpit these days is because 
so many people in our congregations 
smoke," he continues. "Most preach­
ers do their best preaching when they 
condemn the sirts of people who do 
not attend church." 

Tobacco is a drug, and the church 
ought to lead the way in calling for 
regulation of the tobacco industry, 
Campolo suggests. 

"Last year, approximately 8,000 
Americans died of overdoses of hero­
in, while more than 400,000 died 
from diseases related to smoking," he 
says. "Come on now! Which of these 
drugs-heroin or tobacco-ought to 
be considered the most dangerous for 
us and our children?" 

The church also has failed in help­
ing people to stop smoking, Campolo 
says. "Once we do recognize that cig­
arettes are drugs, our churches will be 
able to develop Christian ministries 
especially for smokers. To stop smok­
ing, people need more than an admo­
nition from the pulpit." 

Other questions Campolo tackles 
in the book include: 

I ''Do Christians promote gay- SEEKING: Part-time child~en's 
bashing?" and youth minister. Send resume to: 

I "Are Christian talk shows Chris- Daryl S. Hensley, 245 Beechwood, 
tian?" Frankfort, KY 40601. 

I "What should we do with illegal SEEKING: Southwest Baptist 
aliens, or is Proposition 187 Chris- University seeks applications for the 
tian?" position of director of graduate pro-

I "Is television demonic?" gram in education. The candidate will 
I "Should Christians support gun be responsible for all facets of the 

control?" graduate program in education, in-
Campolo classifies himself as nei- eluding budget, curriculum and per­

ther a liberal or conservative on polit- sonnel. Extensive travel is required to 
ical issues. "When I am asked where several teaching sites throughout the 
I stand, I always ask in response, 'On state. Deadline for application is 
what issue?"' Jan. 1, 1996. Applications must in-

Evangelical Christians invented elude a curriculum vita, statement of 
political correctness long before it be- Christian educational philosophy and 
came the national passion of the names, addresses and phone numbers • 
1990s, Campolo says. "Ever since I of three references. Send applications 
can remember, I knew that being ac- to: Dr. Janet Juhlin, chair of search 
ceptable in the evangelical communi- committee, Southwest Baptist Uni­
ty meant not only believing in the versity, 1600 University Dr., Bolivar, 
doctrines of the Apostles' Creed and MO 65613. Fax: (417) 326-1719. 
in the inerrancy of Scriptures ... , but FOR SALE: One burial plot­
also holding to all of those political Evergreen Cemetery. Lot 65C, sec­
and social views that evangelicals tion A. Call Amy, (502) 634-3673; 
treated as having been ordained by after 3 p.m., 367-7058. 
God. SEEKING: First Baptist Church 

"Those views traditionally have in Lawrenceburg, Ky., is seeking a 
been related more to the platforms of - full-time youth pastor. Send resume 
the conservative wing of the Republi- to: Youth Pastor Search Team, c/o 
can Party than to the teachings of First Baptist Church, 111 North Main 
Scripture," he declares. "In fact, it St., Lawrenceburg, KY 40342. 
comes as a shock to some people to SEEKING: Full-time early child­
learn they are not one and the same." hood minister (children, birth-8). Re-

So, is Jesus a Republican or a ply to: Early Childhood Search Com-
Democrat? rnittee, 230 JR Miller Blvd., Owens-

He's neither, Campolo concludes. boro, KY 42301. 
For any political party to claim to SEEKING: Part-time minister of 

have Jesus on their side is idolatry, youth. Please send resume to: First 
Campolo charges. "God expects us Baptist Church Broadway, P.O. Box 
never to let partisan loyalty tempt us 132, Danville, KY 40422 Attn: Youth 
into reading the platform ideas of Minister Search Committee. 
any party into the Bible. If we are SEEKING: Ministerofmusic/ed­
faithful to the true God, we must not ucation, full- or part-time. Send re­
allow the princples of any party to sume to: Vine Grove Baptist Church, 
override what the Bible has to say to 408 W. Main St., Vine Grqve, KY 
us." 40175. 

FREE: Report: Eight secrets cler­
gy need to know to minimize their tax 
obligations and maximize their finan­
cial well-being. Act now! (800) 823-
7864, 24 hours. 

SEEKING: Dynamic pastor de­
sired in an evangelical, seeker-friend­
ly, SBC church. Spiritual gifts should 
include: Biblical application preach­
ing, teaching, nurturing believers. 
Must also be a personable, youth-ori- . 
ented team player. Seminary training 
required. Send resume to: Centerfield 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1026, 
Crestwood, KY 40014, Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister. Providence Baptist Church, 
Frankfort, Ky. Send resume to: Pen­
ny Slattery, 1007 Tierra Linda Dr., 
Frankfort, KY 40601. 

NEEDED: Loving, Christian 
teachers needed for Mothers' Day 
Out on Thursdays, 9:45-2:15, at 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church. Call 
Linda at (502) 254-2741 for details. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. 
Contact: Pulpit Committee, c/o First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 616, Saly­
ersville, KY 41465. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth and 
music director for moderate Baptist 
church; housing optional. Send re­
sume to: Rock Haven Community 
Baptist Church, 4444 Old Mill Rd., 
Brandenburg, KY 40108. 

URGENT: Teachers for two­
year-olds for a two-days-a-week 
mothers' day out program. Call for 
information: Rockford Lane Baptist 
Church, (502) 447-2591 or 448-
4817. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth and children. Please send re­
sume to: Ashby Lane Baptist Church, 
Youth-Children Search Committee, 
6617 Ashby Lane, Louisville, KY 
40272. 
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MISSIONS 
Changing world demands new view of missions 
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Continued from page 1 
ning toward meeting the massive 
needs of world evangelization, Willis 
says. 

"This isn't an issue of how much 
we should give but how much we can 
afford to keep in light of God's mis­
sion and world needs," he says. "We 
must re-examine our lifestyles. God 
looks" at stewardship in terms of world 
needs. 

"In this generation, we have the 
greatest opportunity in world 
history to share the gospel. 
Half the people who have 
ever lived are alive today. We 
haven' t risen to the challenge 
yet. God has been patient to get 
us on mission with him. This is our 
chance to do that." 

• With the average Southern Baptist 
giving less than $6 to the foreign mis­
sions offering in the past, more peo­
ple must make genuine sacrifices in 
obedience to God, O'Brien says. 

"We can no longer give lip service 
to the call to sacrifice for those who 
have never heard," she says.' "We 
must reach deep into our pockets and 
into our souls, seeking to be faithful 
to the one who wants no one to per­
ish." 
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"We do not believe 
that the unreached 

people of the '1 O· 
40 window' and 

elsewhere will ever 
be reached without 

God's miraculous 
intervention in 

their lives, which 
may include signs 
and wonders that 

have not been a 
normative part of 
Southern Baptist 
church life in the 

United States." 
Missionary Charles 

Carroll 

BAPTISTS 
IIBllfl9¥121111-,*1'•PA,4JI 

FMB fires missionary couple for charismatic practices 
Continued from page 2 
but said it is "not nonnative for ev­
erybody. 

"I told them I'm not impressed if 
you 'fall.' It's not a sign of (spiritual) 
maturity." 

The "falling down" experience, 
long a part of traditional Pentecostal 
worship, has drawn more public at­
tention recently because of the ''Tor­
onto blessing" or "laughing revival," 
a charismatic revival based in Canada 
characterized by falling down and 
uncontrollable laughter, as well as 
roaring like lions and making other 
animal sounds. 

The ''Toronto blessing," which is 
showing . up in charismatic circles 
worldwide, is causing confusion 
among churches of the Singapore 
Baptist Convention, wrote Clyde Me­
ador, the FMB's Singapore-based 
area director for Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific, in the Carrolls' Nov. 27 
letter of termination. The practices of 
Community of Praise Baptist Church 
are "contributing to causing dissen­
sion among the churches," Meador 

• wrote. 

Inst OMEGA 
SERVICES 

ELIZABETHTOWN, KV 

Carroll said there is no connection 
between what is happening at Com­
munity of Praise and the Toronto re0 

vival. But Carroll and Rankin both 
agree charismatic practices-and par­
ticularly "falling under the Spirit"­
are not part of traditional Southern 
Baptist worship. 

''The first time we had somebody 
fall, I almost came unglued," Carroll 
said. "It made me uncomfortable. But 
I knew the Lord was working." 

While charismatic worship and 
"power evangelism" are foreign to the 
Western mindset and Baptist experi­
ence, Carroll said, they are increasing­
ly important elements in successful 
missions work worldwide. 

"Demonstrations of God's pow~ 
er," he said, "are prominent in virtu­
ally every culture where Christian re­
vival and evangelism is occurring," 
particularly in Southeast Asia and the 
"10-40 window"-the unevangelized 
region of the world that lies roughly 
between 10 degrees and 40 degrees 
north latitude, also referred to as 

"World A." 
_ "In that part of the world, a dem­

onstration of God's power is an awe­
some tool in evangelism," said Car­
roll, who will occasionally pray for 
individuals to be delivered from de­
mons or miraculously healed. 

"What we have done is to allow 
some experiences that are essentially 
incompatible with traditional South­
ern Baptist ministry styles or culture," 
Carroll told fellow Singapore mis­
sionaries when his firing was an­
nounced. "We do not believe that the 
unreached people of the '10-40 win­
dow' and elsewhere will ever be 
reached without God's miraculous 
intervention in_their lives, which may 
include signs and wonders that have 
not been a normative part of Southern 
Baptist church life in the United 
States." 

Ironically, Rankin himself was al­
most fired while serving in Southeast 
Asia-and later faced strong opposi­
tion to his election as president-be­
cause of his openness to charismatic 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

practices on the mission field. 
"I always felt my inerrant view of 

Scripture confirmed the validity of 
charismatic gifts," he said. But, he 
added, he has conformed his views to 
fit "the context God has placed me in" 
as a Southern Baptist missionary. 

The FMB supports missionaries 
who see charismatic gifts· as valid, he 
said, "but when that moves into doc­
trinal matters, we have to have wis­
dom." Teaching that charismatic ex­
periences are "normative" is theolog-

. ically out of bounds, he explained. 

Educator-Administrator 
Needed in Florida 

Hendricks Avenue Baptist 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., is seek­
ing a minister of education and ad­
ministration. This strong moderate 
Baptist church is characterized by 
reverent worship, an ecumenical 
spirit, a diverse membership and in­
novative ministries. With a $1 mil­
lion budget and a ministerial staff of 
four, led by Pastor Jack Snell, we 
minister to 450 families in one of 
Florida's largest cities. 

We are looking for a male or fe­
male minister with proven abilities 
in education and administration. An 
appropriate seminary degree and 
five years of experience are pre­
ferred. Please send resumes to: ~ 

ForYour 
TAPE 

0 0 Ministry 
Needs 

1-800-545-4793 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38 passengers) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 3 70-6180 
1 (615) 371-6180 

Search Committee, Hendricks Av­
enue Baptist Church, 4001 
Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 32207-6321. • 

Nick had life 'blown' back together 
I just wanted to share the story 

of a child you recently helped 
through our family foster care pro~ 
gram.-I've changed the name, but 
that's all. 

Nine-year-old Nick had spent 
most of his young life acting and 
thinking like an adult. When he 
wasn't being abused, he was being 
neglected and had learned to pretty 

Nick wanted to work real hard 
to get back to his mother. He de­
scribed hts life as "a big puzzle 
where all the pieces had been 
blown apart." He said he felt like 
his foster family could help him put 
the pieces back together. 

The KBHC staff and Nick's fos­
ter family worked hard to help this 
little adult be a little boy again. 

Over time he learned to well take care of him­
self. When our family 
foster care specialist 
first met him, his father 
was being investigated 
for child abuse. His 
mother loved him, but 
had such problems of 
her own that she 
couldn't care for him 
properly. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

play .. . to dream ... and to 
trust. 

Nick won the heart 
of his worker immedi- Curtis c. Mooney 
ately. "When I grow up, 

Nick's mother also 
worked hard to solve 
some of the problems in 
her life, and the happy 
time came for Nick to 
return home. He was 
asked by his foster 
worker to draw a picture 
of his life now. When he 
finished, it was a well­
drawn picture of him 

I'm gonna be a preach-
er," he said matter-of-factly in a lit­
tle grown-up voice. "I know the 
Bible from Genesis to Numbers 
23." 

Later, he did some preaching to 
his friends as he prepared to go with 
his new foster family. 

"Look guys, God can do any­
thing. Jesus fed those 5,000 fish 
and now I'm getting to leave here. 
See, he can do anything!" 

(Nick knew Genesis to Num­
bers, but he hadn't quite got the 
New Testament down yet.) 

standing on top of the 
earth holding hands with his moth-
er. 

"Look, everything's been blown 
back together. Thanks," he said. 

Thank you, Kentucky Baptists, 
for beiJ}g there for Nick and more 
than 2,000 other children and fam­
ilies last year! Praise the Lord for 
his goodness! 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky. 
40243. 

([{Jristmas 
1995 

T!}elp us make goob 
tbtngs bappen ... 

.. . a crackling fire on a snowy 
night. 

.. . a candle-light service at 
church. 

.. . Christmas Eve with family 
and friends from near & far. 

affl. or most of us, the holiday season is a wonderful time 
ii~! of year. Some of our most treasured memories are 
associated with cherished holiday traditions. 
Unfortunately, a difficult illness, accident, or unexpected 
medical expense, could cloud Christmas for some people 
this year ... perhaps someone you know. 
Thankfully, you can help make Christmas brighter for 
needy patients and their families this year. 
Your gift to Baptist Healthcare Foundation helps provide 
financial assistance to needy patients or it may be used 
to fund other important needs at a Kentucky Baptist 
Hospital. To find out more about specific needs and how 
you can help, please contact: 

Baptist Healthcare Foundation 
4007 Kresge Way • Louisville, KY • 40207 

502-896-5035 • 1-800-224-4745 
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Deductible gifts 
By Laurie Valentine 

As you read articles about 
year-end tax planning strategies 
and detennine whether a gift to 
charity might be useful to reduce 
tax liability, keep in mind the 
rules regarding which charitable 
gifts are deductible and be aware 
of limitations on the amount that 
is deductible. 

First, to be deductible the 
transfer must be a "gift." At a 
minimum, the IRS requires that 
what you give have a value in 
excess of any benefit you re­
ceive in return. When you re­
ceive some thing or benefit in 
return for your gift to charity, 
your deduction is limited to the 
difference between the value of 
what you gave and the value of 
what you received. 

If the donor receives or ex­
pects to receive a bargained-for 
benefit, no charitable income tax 
deduction is allowed, no matter 
how the transaction is styled. 
• Tax payers who file by cal­
endar ye,ar rr,n~s~ r:n*e· ,gifts by . 
D~:,,J h to-h1r .d!;lclY~,til:µ,¢)!Vq11t I 
year. Cash gifts are·c0mpleteµ ' 
when dated Dec. 31 or earlier 
and delivered to the charity or 
placed in the mail with appropri­
ate postage. Gifts of securities 
(stocks or bonds) are completed 
when properly endorsed stock 
or bond certificates are delivered 
to the charity or when the secu­
rity is retitled on the books of the 
issuing company, whichever oc­
curs first. Real estate gifts are 
completed when a properly exe­
cuted deed is delivered to the 
charity, even if the deed has not 
yet been recorded in the public 
records. 

The tax laws also place per­
centage limitations on the share 
of your charitable gifts that you 
can deduct in a single tax year. 

The maximum allowable de­
duction in any year is an amount 
equal to 50 percent of your ad­
justed gross income. This ap­
plies to cash gifts and gifts of 
ordinary income property made 
to "public charities" such as 
churches, other religious organi­
zations, schools and hospitals. If 
you make a gift of appreciated 
assets to a "public charity," the 
amount deductible in one tax 
year is limited to 30 percent of 
your adjusted gross income. 

No deduction is pennitted for 
a contribution of services to a 
charity; no matter how benefi­
cial those services. 

Also, giving a charitable or­
ganization the right to use prop­
erty does not yield a tax deduc­
tion. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel 
and interim chief operating officer 
for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

MONEY 
Giving decline precedes membership loss 
By Mark Wingfield 
Interim Editor 

missions among Southern Baptists the way Catholic congregations are 
declined from 1987 to 1991, a period organized." 
in which membership growth slowed Put simply, both Catholics and 

CHAMPAIGN, 111.- Declining considerably. Protestants succeed in paying the 
giving patterns may be a forewarning The Ronsvalles reported their lat- church's bills; the Catholics merely 
of membership decline in the church, est findings in the fourth installment pay the bills for less. 
according to new research on church of a series called "The State of Church Factors cited in the greater Catho­
giving trends. Giving," funded by the Lilly Endow- lie · efficiency include lower pay for 

For example, one group of main- ment. Catholic clergy than Protestant cler-
line Protestant denominations in the This year's report also examined gy, a greater ratio of church members 
study has been losing membership differences in giving patterns between to clergy in the Catholic church and 
since 1964 but began experiencing a Protestants and Catholics. the Catholic church's ability to make 
decline in per-member giving in Previous research has demonstrat- multiple uses of one building. 
1961. edthatRomanCatholicsgiveasmall- "Catholics in the U.S. may have 

"This data suggests that giving er portion of their incomes to their more in comrrion with their Protestant 
patterns may be a leading indicator churches than do Protestants. The counterparts in terms of stewardship 
for membership trends," reported the Ronsvalles attempted to find out why. than was previously thought," the 
study's authors, John and Sylvia In reality, Catholics may give less Ronsvalles said. "It appears members 
Ronsvalle of empty tomb inc., based of their incomes to their churches, but of both Catholic and Protestant com­
in Champaign, Ill. their churches require less of their in- munions often define stewardship as 

In contrast, increased giving pat- comes to pay the bills, the researchers paying the bills of the institution rath-
terns in the Assemblies of God church discovered. er than as a spiritual discipline. 
and the Southern Baptist Convention "Building on a finding among "If this is the case, then Catholic 
closely parallel periods of increased Protestants that the most common at- giving would be lower than Protestant 
membership, the Ronsvalles said. For titude toward stewardship is paying giving at'least in part because of effi­
example, between 1972 and 1991, the institution's bills, this report sug- ciencies in Catholic congregational 
per-member giving to overseas mis- gests that Catholics may be succeed- structure. These efficiencies allow 
sions efforts among Southern Baptists ing at stewardship at the same level as Catholic church members to succeed 
increased 21 percent, while member- are Protestants," the Ronsvalles said. at maintenance stewardship with a 
ship increased 26 percent. ''The difference in giving levels may much lower contribution per member 

However, per-member giving to be due in large part to efficiencies in than among Protestants." -~1 
,, a 

Bakke calls churches to invest in inner cities 
LOUISVILLE (BP)- Churches 

need to seek both the "salvation of 
persons and the transformation of I placesJflihheyiaie fo,inake an impact 

• on the inner city, according _to urban 
ministries expert Ray Bakke. 

. ''The gospel !IlUSt address the en­
tire reality of the city," emphasized 
Bakke, senior associate of the Chica­
go-based International Urban Associ­
ates. That reality includes individuals 
with tremendous personal needs 
trapped in a societal structure that 
gives them little chance to better their 

circumstances, Bakke said during the 
Gheens Lectures at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
(<i!1 -1n•:--pool"' lirban· areas; institutions · 
such as schools and medical facilities 
draw lots of money to the communi­
ties, Bakke noted. However, these in­
stitutions' payrolls typically are filled 
with people who live outside the city 
and only "mercy drops" are left for 
city residents, he observed. 

Bakke suggested churches em­
power urban dwellers by forming 
non-profit community development 

foundations to address such needs as 
housing and vocational skill develop­

. ment. 
"We' re not talking about being lib­

eral," he said. "We're talking about 
being evangelical to the core. In fact, 
evangelicals are the best examples of 
doing this." 

Churches can obtain capital for 
these endeavors by getting a second 
mortgage on their appreciated prop­
erty, Bakke said. He also suggested 
denominations buy certificates of de­
posit in urban banks. 

ACTIVITY IDEAS FOR CHILDREN 

Besides the Bible stories and Bible studies in lf lLIIXlll131LIE 1CIUl2ll2ll1CIULUM here 
are just a few other activities found in lf lLIIXIIIUILIE iCIUl21l211iCIUILIUM: 

1. Cook or develop a kitchen band using the RUTH unit. 
2. Make a colorful coat or quilt using the JOSEPH unit. 
3. Sail boats or go camping using the TIMOfHY unit. 
4. Make sawdust clay and finger paint using the DAVID unit. 
5. Develop a Macedonian Mall using the LYDIA unit. 
6. Enjoy a Bed and Breakfast using the PAUL & BARNABUS unit. 
7. Carry the giant grapes using the JOSHUA unit. 
8. Expend energy in village games using the MARY & MARTHA unit. 

Activities from cooking to woodworking are found in lflLIIXIIDL~ iCIUl21l211iCIU· 
ILIUM. Contact the Sunday School Department, KBC, PO Box 43433, Louisville, 
KY 40253-0433. Phone: 502/245-4101. Eight units available, $5.00 a unit to 
cover publication costs. 

The study found 
both Catholics and 
Protestants 
succeed in paying 
the church's bills; 
the Catholics 
merely pay the 
bills for less. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention partnerships 

in Russia and Boston: 
■ Discipleship efforts for 
those who trusted Christ 

during the recent 
partnership deaf 

evangelism project. 
■ Lee and Sarah Bivins 

as they return to St. 

Mountains to the Mississjppi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Valley 
Creek Church ordained Scott Kerr to 
the gospel ministry Dec. 3. 
■ EUBANK- Eubank Church called 
Noel Dodson as pastor. 
■ FRANKLIN- Youth at First 
Church will present "Band of Shep­
herds," a contemporary Christmas 
program of music and drama, Dec. 17 
at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Penile Church or­
dained Bobby Renfro, Owen Logs­
don and Daymond Geary as deacons 
Nov.5. 

Ridgewood Church called Lowell 
Abney Jr. as pastor. Abney was pre­
viously pastor at First Church in 
Drakesboro. 

Bashford Manor Church' s com­
bined choirs will present "Christmas 
Fantasia" at Bashford Manor Mall 

Dec. 16 at 11 a.m., and again at Lou­
isville International Airport's terminal 
building at 2 p.m. The cantata also 
will be presented at the church Dec. 
17 at 10:45 a.m. Also, Gary Morri­
son wa.s called as part-time minister 
of music, and Wade Smith was 
called as part-time pianist. 
■ MOUNT EDEN- Johnny Nor­
man resigned as pastor at Mount 
Moriah Church. 
■ PLEASUREVILLE-Chip Jones 
resigned as pastor at Cropper Church 
to move to Battlesboro, N.C. 
■ RUSSELL SPRINGS-Clear Fork 
Church called James Wade as inter­
im pastor. 
■ SHELBYVILLE-Kent Ulman 
resigned as pastor at Burk' s Branch 
Church to become pastor of a church 
in Illinois. 

Churches have fun· fund-raising 
for Kentucky's children's homes 

PIE IN THE EYE Staff members Chris Kurtz • 
{left) and Mark Hopper of First Baptist 

· Church in Frankfort smile through the pie 
remains left on their faces as part of a fund­
raising event for Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children. 

Two Kentucky churches com­
bined fun with fund-raising in support 
of the annual Food Round-Up for 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren. 

At First Baptist Church in Frank­
fort, the· children's department hosted 
a "harvest party" on Oct. 19 to raise 
money for the children's homes. 

For the festivities, the children 
dressed in costumes depicting their 
favorite Bible characters. They played 
carnival-type games- at 10 cents per 
activity- which the youth of the 
church organized. 

Petersburg after being 
back in Kentucky for 

Lee's mother's funeral. 
■ Funds from Kentucky 

Baptist Convention 
churches to help build 

Russian churches in 
1996. 

■ Campus ministers 
who serve on 1 O of the 

80 Boston-area 
campuses where more· 
than 300,000 students 

are studying. 
■ Willie Marquez, 
director of ethnic 

Former seminary dean Peyton Thurman dies at 82 

One game which drew a big 
crowd-and commanded a much 
higher fee than the other amuse­
ments- was "Cream the Staff." Chil­
dren and some adults, paid a dollar a 
shot to give Pastor Mark Hopper and 
Minister of Children and Youth Chris 
Kurt pie in the face. Proceeds for the 
evening totaled $142. 

LOUISVILLE- W. Peyton Thur­
man, former dean of students at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, died Nov. 28 in Louisville at age 
82. 

Charlottesville, Va., a post he held 
until his retirement in 1978. 

He was a former faculty member 
at Georgetown College, which he also 
served as a trustee and attended as an 
undergraduate student. Thurman 
earned both master's and doctoral de­
grees from Southern Seminary. . ministries for the Greater 

Boston Baptist 
Association, as he 
begins a work with 

Russian immigrants. 

Thurman served as a dean at the 
seminary from 1957 through 1972. 

Before that, he was pastor of Ever­
green Baptist Church in Frankfort, 
First Baptist Church in Russellville 
and First Baptist Church in Hopkins­
ville. Thurman left the seminary ad­
ministration in 1972 to become pas­
tor of Belmont Baptist Church in 

He was a former trustee of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board and served on the Executive 

• Board of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. He also served as moderator 
of Christian County and Bethel Bap-

· What a bountiful God we have! 
. • By the time. you read this, you will have eaten 
. I your Thanksgiving meal. I have just come from 

• our dining hall where nearly 200 students, facul­
ty, staff, guests and I have just eaten our Thanks­

. giving dinner: 
This morning on the news they interviewed 

several "street. people" who were eating a deli­
cious meal, courtesy of some local churches. 

.•·. They all gave examples of different things for 
• · which they were grateful. I must confess it was 

good for me to hear them express their gratitude. 
When I think of that first Thanks-

giving in 1621, I think of those Pil­
grims who were determined to suc­
ceed in the "new world," and of their 
great reverence for God. It never oc­
curred to them that they were respon­
sible for their blessings. They knew it 
was the bountiful hand of Almighty 
God, and they gave their thanks to 
him. 

I feel much the same way. As I look 
around and see the wonderful bless­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

I also am thankful for the young lives that have 
been entrusted to Oneida. About 70 students 
shared Thanksgiving dinner with us. Some lived 
too far away to travel home for the holidays. Oth­
ers could not afford to go home or stayed for oth­
er reasons. I felt so blessed to be able to share this 
special meal with them. 

I also am thankful for all of the progress we 
have made during the past 12 months. Space does 
not permit me to share how discouraged I was one 
year ago at this time. I knew that a great trust had 

been placed in me. The Lord knew I 
was not comfortable with my new po­
sition. 

A co-worker who came to our 

ings God has provide~ for u~,. I want W.F. Underwood 
to fall on my knees m humility and 

school this summer made a statement 
I have thought a lot about. She said 
that when she and her husband first 
began to serioµsly consider coming to 
Oneida, she wondered what she could 
do. She thought of several things she 
was capable of doing, and would have 
felt comfortable doing any one of 
them. But what I had in mind for her 
to do was not at all in an area where 

thank him for his bountiful goodness. 
We have been blessed with so many friends; lov­
ing people who have been so generous to us, peo­
ple who have supported us financially and with 
many prayers, people who have come as volun­
teers to share time and talents. 

I could not begin to count all of the friends I 
have met the past several months who have spo­
ken words of encouragement. Even those who 
come to visit have no idea what a blessing they 
are to us. Their presence is a reminder of the many 
friends who are concerned about this ministry . 
When they reassure us with their kind words and 
promises of continued prayers, it is such a great 
blessing to us . 

she had any experience. She won­
dered why God had led me to ask her to serve 
where she had no background or knowledge. Af­
ter much prayer, she decided that even though she 
did not understand, she knew she would have to 
depend on God completely to sustain her. If I had 
asked her to do something she felt qualified to do, 
she would have depended on her ability and not 
so much on God' s will. 

I am thankful today for having to depend on 
God to meet our needs. He still owns "the cattle 
on a thousand hills." 

W.F. "Bud" Uruferwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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tist associations. 
Survivors include his wife, the 

former Mary Jane Cubbage; a daugh­
ter, Jane Anderson of Nashville; a 
son, William Thurman of Lexington; 
a brother, Allen Thurman; and four 
grandchildren. His son, William 
Thurman, currently serves as chair­
man of the Western Recorder board 
of directors. 

Thurman's funeral was held Dec. 
1 at Broadway Baptist Church in Lou­
isville, with burial in Cave Hill Cem­
etery. 

At Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Danville, the youth master-minded a 
food round-up for the children's 
homes. Church members left non­
perishable food on the front porches 
of their homes. 

In three and a half hours, the youth 
picked up 700 items. Before shipping 
the goods to the children's homes, 
they stacked the items in the sanctu­
ary to form "a tall wall to show the 
congregation how a little effort can go 
a long way in helping someone else," 
said Youth Minister Greg Farmer. 

Thank you, Kentucky Baptists! 
The Kentucky Baptist Conven­

tion in Owensboro brought much 
affirmation and encouragement to 
Clear Creek. We are very thankful 
for convention approval of the Be­
yond 2001 scholarship appeal to 
the churches. This provides an op­
portunity for a new generation of 
Kentucky Baptists to acknowledge 
the need for our ministry and to 
help with crucial student financial 

Shortly, physician Herbert Booth 
arrived. His tentative diagnosis of 
pleurisy proved to be true but just 
to be sure an ambulance was called. 
I'll need to remember Dr. Booth's 
classic advice, "I know it's hard for 
you not to be in control, but you just 
need to relax." Trustee Tom Prath­
er and assistant academic dean 
Charles Rice heartily concurred. 

In the following few hours I ex- . 
aid. The Lord is already 
directing gifts for this 
need. 

On Tuesday evening 
of the convention Wal­
nut Memorial Church 
hosted 140 alumni and 
friends in a wonderful 
time of fellowship. 
Many remarked it was 
the best convention 
alumni gathering they 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

perienced the good care 
of an excellent emer­
gency medical team, a 
caring hospital emer­
gency unit and the min­
istry of countless 
friends. 

had attended. Slaugh- BIii Whittaker 
ters' pastor, Charles 

After a few days off 
and a complete physical, 
I am doing well. One 
student prayed that I 
might receive what the 
Lord wanted to teach 
me in this experience. 

McMahan, completed a 
year as state president and was suc­
ceeded by Walnut Memorial's pas­
tor, Odell Beauchamp. 

On Wednesday morning, I at­
tended the Cumberland College 
breakfast. It was a great meal 
among good friends. Near the end 
of the program, I began to experi­
ence chest pains, and their growing 
intensity was evident to folks on the 
elevator as I made my way back to 
the room. Bob Jones alerted my sis­
ter, Joyce Martin, and her husband, 
Bop, who were soon in the room. 

He does work in all 
things for the good of those who 
love him. He has reminded me 
again of life's uncertainty and our 
dependence on others. Not every­
thing we think we have to do is as 
important as we think it is. 

It makes the difference when 
you're no longer in control. Thank 
you, Kentucky Baptists! 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 
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_ WMU members on new journey as Women on Mission 
By Teresa Dickens 
Woman's Missionary Union 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)­
Southern Baptist women involved 
in Woman's Missionary Union's 
adult women's organization did 
things differently in October. 

For one thing, they no longer 
were members of Baptist Women 
and Baptist Young Women, which 
had been the names ofWMU's adult 
organizations since 1970. Instead, 
they signed up to be charter mem­
bers of .Women on Mission, which 
is designed to involve women 18 
years and up in missions. 

To start the new year, a celebra­
tion experience introduced Women 
on Mission to all the women of the 
church through worship, music, tes­
timonies, prayer and other elements. 

In addition to the celebration ex­
perience, many of the women also 
met in small groups. 

Women on Mission differed 
from Baptist Women and Baptist 
Young Women in that small groups 
were based on the needs and inter­
ests of the women instead of their 
age. While one small group was an 
exercise group that prayed for mis­
sions, another group spent their time 
together doing crafts to prepare for 
a missions project, and yet other 
groups chose to do Bible study or 
improve their witnessing skills . 
Each·choich 'Or campus organization 
customized their Women on Mis­
sion small groups. 

Another difference was their 
magazine. No longer was Royal 
Service or Contempo delivered to 
WMU members' mailboxes. In­
stead, subscribers to the two maga­
zines received the first copy of 
WMU'·s~new adult magazine, Mis­
sions Mosaic. 

Why all the changes in WMU' s 
organizations? 

"The simple answer is that Wom­
an's Missionary Union is committed 
to assisting every woman to see that 
she can live out God's purpose for 
her right where she is," said Andrea 
Mullins, WMU adult program spe­
cialist. "Women on Mission is an 
opportunity for women to develop 
spiritually toward a missions life­
style, whether they are in college, at 
home, in the workplace or retired." 

The major concern was that mis­
sions education survive in the local 
church, added Betty Merrell, WMU 
special projects coordinator. 

"The old methods were no long­
er attractive," she said. '.'If missions 
education was going to happen in 
the churches, we had to make 
changes." 

Both Mullins and Merrell were 
involved in the restructuring of 
WMU's organization. They ex­
plained discussions about needed 
changes began as early as 1988 and 
involved hundreds of women. 

"The request for change came 
from the grassroots," Mullins noted. 
"Every time I was with a group of 
Baptist Women and Baptist Young 
Women, I was asked, 'How can we 
get more women involved in mis­
sions?' 

"The women wanted to ensure 
that other women discovered the 
purpose -of missions in their-lives," 
she continued. "And they knew that 
the challenges of today ' s society 
meant providing new ways of reach­
ing women with the message of mis~ 
sions." 

In developing the new structure 
for Women on Mission, a variety of 
research techniques revealed what 
women wanted in an organization, 
Merrell said. 

Among the concepts that repeat­
edly surfaced in the research was 
that women wanted an organization 
that was simple and flexible in struc­
ture; offered a wide variety of ap­
proaches to involvement; included 
all women in the church; was strong 
on spiritual development, ministry 
and evangelism; and was relevant to 
every day life. 

"The new structure and options 
offered through Women on Mission 
meet all of these needs and more," 
Mullins said. "We believe that 
Women on Mission will help wom­
en see the relevance of missions to 
their lives and to the world." 

Laura Savage, Women on Mis­
sion specialist for WMU, is hopeful 
the new options will make the orga­
nization more appealing on the col­
lege campus. "Women on Mission 
can enhance any Baptist student 
ministry program on the campus," 
she said. "Missions is such a vital 
part ofany Baptist campus ministry, 

f . 

and Women on Mission is one way 
a BSU can encourage more women 
students to find their place in mis­
sions, both locally and globally." 

The response to Women on Mis­
sion has been overwhelmingly posi­
tive, Mullins reported. 

"Among women nationwide, 
there is a lot of excitement about 
these changes," she said. "We are 
receiving numerous letters and calls 
reporting explosive growth, both in 
the number of women involved and 
the variety of approaches offered by 
churches for women. 

"We are grateful that women are 
finding their place in Women on 
Mission," she concluded. 

"We believe that the history of 
missions education and involvement 
through Wo'man's Missionary 
Union will be continued and 
strengthened as women catch the 
vision for what God is doing in the 
world and how he wants to use 
them." 

Two WMU magazines reborn as one in n~w stru.cture 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)­

Together, they served Southern 
Baptist women for 106 years. Their 
words challenged women of all ages 
to be not only supporters of mis­
sions, but doers of missions as well. 

"They" are Royal Service and 
Contempo, Woman's Missionary 
Union's magazines for women 18 
and older. September 1995 marked 
the end of the publication of the two 
periodicals and · ushered in WMU' s 
new ·magazine for women, "Mis­
sions Mosaic." 

The introduction of Missions 
Mosaic is part of WMU' s launch of 
its new women's organization, 
Women on Mission. The new orga­
nization, which replaces Baptist 
Women and Bapti~t Young Women, 
includes women ages 18 and older 
under one organizational umbrella, 
allowing women to meet in small 
groups customized according to · 
women's interests and needs, as 
well as groups formed around mis­
sions purposes. 

The decision to cease publishing 
Royal Service and Contempo was 
not made easily or quickly, said Cin­
dy Dake, managing editor for Mis­
sions Mosaic. 

One of the most significant issues 

was the magazines' history, Dake 
said. Royal Service, which had 
served women for 81 years, was one 
of WMU' s signature names and had 
a large, faithful readership. 

Contempo, although only 25 
years old, also was important to 
younger women, she explained. It 
was started in 1970 to compliment 
WMU's then-new organization for 
young women, Baptist Young 
Women. It also had historical and 
sentimental value to its readership. 

However, despite the magazines' 
historical significance, Dake contin­
ued, "Research proves that if you 
plan to launch something new, it has 
to be perceived as new. 

"That told us. that if we were go­
ing to launch a new women's orga­
nization, we couldn't bring along 
Contempo and Royal Service and 
hope that the new organization 
would really be perceived as new," 
she said. "The launch of Women on 
Mission would have lost a lot of its 
energy if we had said, 'This is new, 

. but we're still using our old maga­
zines."' 

With the decision made to start a 
new magazine to match the new ap­
proach offered through Women on 
Mission, the next question was, 

"What about a name?" Dake re­
counted. , . . 

The name, Missions Mosaic, was 
suggested by Mary Susan Parker, 
state WMU secretary/historian for 
Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist Con­
vention. She was a participant in one 
of the focus groups held in her state 
related to the new organization. 
WMU held more than 60 grassroots 
discussion groups to ensure that its 
new organization was on target in 
meeting the needs of women. 

"The imagery that Missions Mo­
saic conjures up is very appropri­
ate," Dake said. "Just as a mosaic in 
art form is small pieces of tile that 
make up a big picture, we saw the 
similarity of individual Christians 
makihg up the body of Christ. An­
other picture is all of us bringing our 
gifts together for work in the king­
dom of God. 

"It also represented the different 
kinds of _missions work that mis­
sionaries, and our membership, are 
involved in," added Carol Causey, 
WMU magazines editorial group 
manager. 

The foundational approach to the 
magazine bas been designed around 
spiritual growth, with the outcome 
being missions involvement, Dake 

explained. "Missions Mosaic has · 
been designed to help women grow 
in their relationship with the Lord-· 
wherever-they are along their spiri­
tual journey. We believe that SJ?iri­
tual growth leads to fulfillinii(tlie 
Great Commission, which is mis-
sions in a nutshell." ' : • ' 

The content of -the magazine is • • 
now written with a much broader 
purpose, Causey said. Whereas arti­
cles once focused on a missionary in • 
a certain country, the magazine now 
focuses on contemporary missions 
efforts and often features several 
missionaries, both home and for­
eign, who are involved in that min-
iStry. ·1 • 

"The central emphasis of the 
magazine remains missions," Dake 
said. "Part of the difference is that 
now the articles are written as fea­
ture articles that could be of interest 
to any Christian woman. 

"We have a greater number of 
women today who did not grow up 
in a missions organization," she ac­
knowledged. "If we are going to in­
volve more women in missions, we · 
have to provide something that is 
going to meet them where they are' 
and help them discover what it 
means to grow in the Lord." 

SIGNING UP Volunteers 
and Woman's Missionary 
Union staff members sort 
through Women on 
Mission charter member 
registration forms received 
at WMU's national 
headquarters in late 

. November. Nearly 40,000 
completed forms have been 

,.returned.to WMU since the 
-campaign began Oct. 1. 
Women on Mission is 

• WMU's new adult 
organization, replacing 
Baptist Women and Baptist 
Young Women. (BP photo) 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 5, 1995 15 



Baptist Healthcare System's 
1995 Report to the KBC: 

Creating healthier connnunities-
Below are excerpts from Baptist Healthcare System's President and CEO 

Tommy Smith's Report to the Kentucky Baptist Convention on November 14, 
which focused on efforts to create healthier communities. 

Traditionally, hospitals have focused on taking care of the sick, patient by patient. 
Due to the many changes going on in healthcare today, that focus is expanding. 

The individual patient will always be our foremost concern. The effects of 
healthcare reform and managed care, however, are causing healthcare providers 

everywhere to think more about the community at large. We are challenged 
to think big -- across the lifetimes of the people we serve and beyond the boundaries 

of the tradition~! settings for healthcare. 

In today's changing environment, healthcare is no longer confined only to hospitals 
and doctors' offices. People's healthcare needs may be better met in a variety of 

other settings -- such as in the home, a primary care clinic, 
a rehabilitation center or long-term care facility. 

When we talk about community, our emphasis is on wellness and prevention. In 
addition to our traditional role of caring for patients, we are challenged to do more 

to prevent disease, to promote healthier lifestyles, and to bridge the gaps in 
healthcare services by addressing unmet healthcare needs of our communities. 

We believe that taking care of the community takes a broad, community effort -- a 
partnership among the major players of the community. For example, in Louisville 

and Lexington, groups called Healthier Communities Coalitions have launched 
projects aimed at improving the health status of the community. 

The coalitions consist of area healthcare providers, county health departments, 
businesses, and civic organizations that have joined forces to address some of the 
major health needs of the community. Baptist Healthcare is a charter member of 

the Louisville and Lexington coalitions. Cooperative efforts are also being made in 
the area of health education and promotion. 'Information and education are so vital 

in helping people to lead healthy lifestyles. 

·Healthcare providers are also working together to meet unmet community needs. 
Recently, the two hospitals in Paducah -- Western Baptist Hospital and Lourdes 

Hospital -- began a joint venture to develop an integrated healthcare delivery 
system to serve the region. One of their objectives is to periodically assess 

community health needs and work together to address those needs. 

Along the same lines, Central Baptist Hospital and United Way of the Bluegrass 
started a partnership to assess community health and human services needs. 

Others have joined this partnership, including the UK Medical Center, Saint Joseph 
Hospital, the Mayor's Office and Urban/County Government. Once the assessment 

is complete, the partners will work together to develop a plan to 
address community needs. 
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