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Reighard move

Dwight “Ike” Reighard
has been named
associate pastor of First
Baptist Church in
Atlanta, where he will
lead the prominent
church’s satellite
congregation.

See page 2.

Boston bound

Kentucky Baptists
formally launch their new
partnership with Greater
Boston Baptist
Association this month.

: See page 3.

Save the males

* Robert Parham,
executive director of the
Baptist Center for Ethics,

compares Promise |

Keepers and the Million
Man March. See page 4.

Editorial

Cutting legal aid for the
poor is mean.

See page 5.

Clergy firings

A new study finds that
22.8 percent of
Protestant clergy in the
United States have been
fired or forced out of a
church at some time in
their careers.

See page 7.
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Glen Dale kids welcome exchange workers

GLENDALE— “Do you drive on
the opposite side of the road?”

“Do you wear wooden shoes?”

“Are all the women in the Nether-
lands as tall as you?”

These are a few of the questions
Richard ter Haar and Roos van Rooy
have been asked by residents of Glen
Dale Children’s Home since the
Netherlands natives arrived at the
Hardin County campus in September.

The two visiting social work pro-
fessionals will work with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children fa-
cility for one year as part of an inter-
national exchange program. Glen
Dale cares for 78 youth who come

from backgrounds of abuse, neglect

or other family crisis.
“I’ll be trying to get an idea of
what it is to work in a cottage and gain

wisdom from the differences,” ter
Haar said.
In the Netherlands, ter Haar

worked on eight-hour shifts in a treat-
ment facility for adults. Living three

Richard ter Haar and Roos vah Rooy

to four days in a cottage with 10 boys
is quite an adjustment, he said.

But, he said, the “positive peer cul-
ture” program Glen Dale uses to teach
young people to take charge of their
lives and help their fellow residents
makes his job easier because he is not
alone in disciplining his boys.

“They correct each other,” he ex-

plained.

The circumstances of children in
crisis are much the same in the Unit-
ed States and the Netherlands, the vis-
itors reported.

“You see kids from the same back-
ground,” van Rooy said. “But there is
more violence in the United States
than the Netherlands.”

Despite all the cultural differenc-
es, ter Haar and van Rooy said they
have developed good relationships
with the children.

“It’s not like the differences keep
you from getting close to the kids and
bonding,” ter Haar said. “The way of
interacting with the kids is not that
much different from what I’'m used
to.”

But there is one thing that ter Haar

‘may need some extra time getting use

to.

“[ tried to play basketball yester-
day,” he said. “I’'m no good at it. I'm
going to try to get my kids to play soc-
Cer’:

God gaining
a hearing
on campus

By Chip Alford _
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—Is God mak-
ing a comeback on campus?

After decades of rebellion, apathy
and often outright hostility toward re-
ligion, reports from media and minis-
ters in the field indicate a renewed in-
terest in spiritual matters at American
colleges and universities.

Consider the following evidence:

I A worship service at a Brown-
wood, Texas, church included testi-
mony, confession and repentance
from a Howard Payne University stu-
dent which sparked a spiritual renew-
al that touched churches and college
and seminary campuses in several
parts of the country, including Illinois,

‘Kentucky, Massachusetts and Minne-

sota.

# The number of students reached
by Southern Baptist student ministry
programs last year totaled 236,344,
up from 188,323 in 1994. Among

" state conventions reporting record

years with student work was Utah-
Idaho, a newer convention area,
which doubled the number of stu-
dents reached in one year.

§ More than 200 college students
from Kentucky and surrounding
states will gather Jan. 19-21 at Ken-
Lake State Resort for the first-ever
“Experiencing God” collegiate week-
end, more than double the expecta-
tions of the event’s organizers.

§ According to the Boston Globe,
religious activism is on the rise at
three Boston-area universities. Exam-
ples cited included a doubling of stu-
dents involved in religious activities
over eight years at one school, a
standing-room-only Catholic mass at
another and a doubling of member-
ship in a gospel choir at the third.

B An article in a recent issue of
Leadership Journal quoted a graduate
student in social work who said while
religion used to be a “taboo” subject,
now it is mentioned “in almost every
class. Professors say, ‘You have to
know your client’s spirituality.””

Why the new focus on spirituality
Q See College students ..., page 6

Researcher believes he’s identified where Ark of Covenant sat

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

HARROGATE, England
(RNS)—One of the great mysteries
for biblical scholars and believers
alike is exactly where the Ark of the
Covenant stood in the temple King
Solomon built in Jerusalem nearly
3,000 years ago.

The Ark of the Covenant itself—
the wooden chest used to store the
stone tablets on which the Ten Com-
mandments are believed to have been
written—has been lost in the dust of
history.

But an archaeological architect in
England claims the place of honor the
ark once occupied is clearly visible
today on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount,
inside the Muslim shrine known as
the Dome of the Rock.

In an article published in the cur-
rent edition of Biblical Archaeology
Review, Leen Ritmeyer describes
how he used measurements, Bible
texts and rabbinical commentary to
deduce that the ark stood in a rectan-
gular depression carved in the rocky
outcropping below the dome. The
niche—2 feet, 7 inches by 4 feet, 4
inches—is clearly visible to worship-

ers and tourists who visit the site, he
said.

Ritmeyer, an architect known for
his reconstructive drawings of numer- .
ous archaeological sites in Israel, pre-
viously had published an article in
Biblical Archaeological Review de-
scribing the location of the original
Temple Mount, the platform on
which Solomon’s Temple was built.
His latest findings are a continuation
of that research.

“I now believe that, without hav-
ing gone in search of it, the research
has directed us to the very spot where
the Ark of the Covenant stood within

the Holy of Holies,” he writes in the
January-February 1996 issue of Bib-
lical Archaeology Review.

There has been much archaeologi-
cal speculation about the exact site of
Solomon’s Temple and the location
of the Holy of Holies, the chamber in
which the ark was placed. Few re-
searchers have pinpointed the original
location of the ark.

And while Ritmeyer says his re-
search proves the truth of certain Bi-
ble verses, Biblical Archaeology Re-
view Editor Hershel Shanks views his
work in a different light.

Q See Researcher believes ..., page 8



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

M Ronnie Prevost,
former faculty member
at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
has been named
associate professor of
church ministry at
Hardin-Simmons
University’s Logsdon
School of Theology.
Prevost has been visiting
professor of religious
education at Midwestern
Baptist Theological
Seminary since 1994.

M Larry McKinney,
assistant professor of
biblical backgrounds at
Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Kansas City, Mo., has
been named regional
director of development
and institutional research
at Central Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Kansas City, Kan. Central
Seminary is an American
Baptist school also
supported by the

~ Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship.

M Max Lennon, former
president of Clemson
University, has been
named president of Mars
Hill College in Mars Hill,
N.C. Lennon has been
president and chief
executive officer of
Eastern Foods Inc. in
Atlanta since 1994.

Reighard to work alongside Stanley

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—Members of
First Baptist Church of Atlanta will be
asked to elect Dwight “Ike” Reighard
as senior associate pastor for the
14,000-member congregation, put-
ting the 45-year-old Reighard in line

- to succeed Charles Stanley as pastor:

of one of Southern Baptists’ largest
and most influential churches.

Reighard, currently pastor of New
Hope Baptist Church in nearby Fay-
etteville, Ga., will assume pastoral
duties for the downtown church’s
north Atlanta satellite congregation.
But Reighard and Stanley, 62, will
trade pulpits about once a month in
an attempt to reunify the troubled
congregations.

Stanley, who became pastor in
1972 after serving as associate, has
been under pressure to resign because
of his pending divorce from his wife
of 40 years, Anna. The church voted
Oct. 1 to keep Stanley as pastor, but
he has said he will resign if the di-
vorce becomes final.

As associate pastor, Reighard suc-
ceeds Andy Stanley, Charles Stan-
ley’s son, who resigned as pastor of
the satellite congregation last August,
saying his father’s pending divorce
disqualifies him as pastor.

Many conservatives—including
Charles Stanley—say the Bible limits
the pastorate to men with intact first
marriages. The elder Stanley is con- -
testing the divorce and says he is
seeking reconciliation. But Anna
Stanley says the marriage cannot be
salvaged.

Reighard, pastor of the Fay-
etteville church for 20 years, was
nominated for the associate’s post at
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First Baptist by a seven-man commit-
tee that has been running the church
since Stanley relinquished adminis-
trative duties last August. Stanley an-
nounced Reighard’s selection to- the
congregation Dec. 31.

A congregational vote on the issue
has been scheduled for Jan. 7, but was
postponed due to bad weather.

Although no vote by the congre-
gation is required by the church’s by-

“laws, “this was just a move we felt

was necessary,” explained Boyd
Wages, church administrator.

Wages acknowledged Reighard
likely will be the front-runner to suc-
ceed Stanley, whose “In Touch” tele-
vision ministry has made him one of
the country’s best known preachers.
“I think he would have the inside
track,” Wages said. “But there is no
guarantee that anything like that
would take place. It would be up to
the church.”

Reighard agreed there is “a lot of
speculation” that he will succeed
Stanley. But he added, “I sure hope
Dr. Stanley stays and works through
his marital situation. I think that’s
what would be the best thing for
God’s kingdom and the church.”

“I’m coming with the intention of
being a helper to Dr. Stanley,” he said.
“My prayer is that Dr. Stanley is go-
ing to be there for a long time to
come. He casts a long shadow. I just
cast a wide one. He’s America’s
preacher, and he’s going through an
extraordinarily difficult time.”

Reighard serves on a four-man
committee named by First Baptist to
recommend a church policy on di-
vorce in the ministry. The committee
has yet to bring its report, despite a
long-past deadline. But Reighard said
he has made up his mind.

“I see absolutely not one thing that
disqualifies Charles Stanley from be-
ing pastor of that church,” he said. “If
1did, I wouldn’t go.”

Reighard said the committee’s
study uncovered no “surprises” about
the Stanleys’ marriage and “nothing
that hinted of immorality.” He called
the split a “heartbreaking situation”
caused in part by the stress of the pas-
torate and Stanley’s devotion to his
calling and church.

Reighard, a graduate of Mercer
University and Luther Rice Seminary,
said he first was contacted about the
associate’s position in early August,
soon after Andy Stanley’s resigna-
tion. He is expected to begin his du-
ties Feb. 11.

Wages said Reighard’s election is
expected to bring stability to First
Baptist, which has lost several key
staff members in recent months, and
to prepare the way for the downtown
church to complete a long-planned
move and merger with the satellite
congregation in north Atlanta.

Since Andy Stanley’s resignation,
attendance at the satellite site has
dropped from about 4,000 a week to
2,200. Weekly attendance at the
downtown facility is about 3,800.

After the merger and move is com-
plete, Reighard said, both he and
Stanley will continue to preach.

Andy Stanley, meanwhile, has an-
nounced plans to begin a new church
in north Atlanta.

A prominent leader in the conser-
vative movement of the Southern
Baptist Convention, Reighard served
as president of the SBC Pastors’ Con-
ference in 1994. He is a trustee of the
SBC Home Mission Board in Atlanta
and served two terms as president of
the Georgia Baptist Convention.
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KENTUCKY

Rural church develops language ministry rapldly

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

WAYNESBURG—Just a few
weeks ago, ministry to non-Anglos
was merely something to read about
in a missions magazine for most
members of Pleasant View Baptist
Church in rural Lincoln County.

But today, thanks to a Baptist

woman who is “conscientious in min-
istering to people,” the church has a
growing, vibrant ministry with Mexi-
cans living in the area, according to
Pastor Vola Brown.

In less than two months, the
church has started a Sunday school
class, and they have adapted their
worship services to meet the needs of
the Mexicans. They have begun con-
versational English classes, and they
have formed a Spanish mission com-
mittee. And, most importantly, they
have baptized 16 new believers into
the fellowship of the church, accord-
ing to Brown.

It is an amazing string of events
which God has put together, Wom-
an’s Missionary Union director Gene-
va Faw said.

It all began when Annette Story
spoited some Mexicans on her way to
work. She had heard they had moved
into the community at the beginning
of the school year to work in a local
mill. Her first instinct was to find a
way for her Baptist Women on Mis-
sion group to help them, she said.

Story proposed that the Baptist .

Women invite the Mexicans to a tra-
ditional American Thanksgiving din-
ner at the church the Saturday after
Thanksgiving—an idea “God gave
me,” she said. The women agreed,
and on the evening of Nov. 17, 17

Mexicans showed up. Everyone en-
joyed the evening so much that the
women invited their new friends to
come back for Sunday school and
worship the next day.

And between the time the Satur-
day night event ended and Sunday
school the next morning, Story enlist-
ed someone to teach the Sunday
school class with the aid of Candido
Lopez, a Mexican-American church
member and local businessman.
Twenty-seven Mexicans showed up
for Sunday school and worship.

Since that time, the Mexicans have
attended every church service but
one, Story said.

By the first of December, Pleasant
View already had developed a rou-
tine: a Sunday school class in Span-
ish taught by Pleasant View members
with Lopez as lead teacher and trans-
lator; a joint Sunday morning worship
service; a Sunday evening worship
which includes the Mexicans wor-
shipping with the Anglos until time
for the sermon. Then Pastor Brown

and layperson Dave Rollins rotate .

preaching to them, with Lopez trans-
lating.

And by the first of December, pro-
grams to meet needs already were
shaping up as well. Three women of
the church—Vicky Faw, Dwila Engle
and Karen Hatter—had started a
weekly conversational English class
which drew 11 students to the first
session.

The church formally voted to be-
gin a Spanish mission team to help
meet the physical and spiritual needs
of the Mexicans.

For a Christmas meal, Anglos
helped five of the Mexicans prepare a
traditional Mexican dinner which in-

cluded refried beans and chicken ta-
males steamed in corn shucks. Twen-
ty one Mexicans came to the dinner
and then viewed the “Jesus” film in
Spanish. Church members provided
Christmas gifts as well.

At every turn, God has led in the
ministry, Brown said. The need for a
translator was met when Lopez came
to the Thanksgiving dinner and saw
the opportunity for ministry.

In addition, Elvia Hatter, a Mexi-

- can-American fluent in English and

Spanish, came from California to vis-
it her in-laws the same day as the
Thanksgiving dinner. She stayed for

help,” Faw said.

“I don’t think she just happened to
arrive on that particular Saturday,”
Brown said. “I believe God’s hand
was and is in this.”

And, on the night five of the Mex-
icans were baptized, the scheduled
speaker was Wanda Dobbins, a Span-
ish-speaking missionary to Chile who

three weeks and was “a tremendous

spoke in both English and Spanish.
After the baptism, she talked with the
new believers in Spanish.;

For Story, the last two months
have been exciting. Years ago, when
she first read about churches with
ministries to migrant workers, she
thought, “We can’t do that.”

. “But now we can,” she said.

Kentucky Baptists launch partnership with Boston area

Kentucky Baptists formally
launch a new partnership missions ef-
fort with New England Baptists this
month, although planning for the part-
nership has been going on for several
months.

For 1996, Kentuckians will be
linked with Greater Boston Baptist
Association, and then the partnership
will expand to encompass all of the
New England Baptist Convention in
B,

“We expect God to move in ways
beyond our greatest dreams as we be-
come true partners in God’s king-
dom,” said Larry Martin, director of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
missions and evangelism division.

Both Martin and Ignatius Meima-
ris, director of missions for Greater
Boston Baptist Association, empha-

sized the mutual benefits of the part-
nership.

“Our partnership is a two-way
street,” Meimaris said, emphasizing
that New England Baptists are eager
to find ways to help in Kentucky.

This year, Kentucky Baptists will
form. a variety of construction teams
for urgent projects in the Boston area.
In addition, Kentucky Baptists will be
asked to lead vacation Bible schools
and other outreach efforts, to pray for
the needs of Greater Boston church-
es, to co-sponsor funding for 10 new
campus ministries in the next five
years and to provide literature aimed
at Boston’s large student population.

And in return, Boston-area Bap-
tists want to pray for areas in Ken-
tucky where new congregations are
needed. They also want to help im-

plement new ministries in Kentucky,
Meimaris said.

For example, Meimaris foresees
the Boston association exporting its
ethnic ministry strengths to aid Ken-
tucky churches. Language congrega-
tions in Boston could link with exist-
ing ones in Kentucky or help start
new ones in Kentucky.

Boston churches also have signifi-
cant experience with ministry in
“transitional communities” where
people are constantly moving in and
out, Meimaris said. He believes some
Kentucky congregations could bene-
fit from the “overriding principles”
Boston association leaders have
learned in such ministries.

“New England churches have
much to share with Kentucky church-
es,” said Martin, who was Meimaris’

predecessor as leader of the Boston
association. “For example, the enthu-
siasm of new believers, the faith to

attempt things which are humanly

impossible, the experience of devel-
oping viable congregations without
ownership of property or buildings
and the perspective of a kingdom
mentality of God’s work.”

In both regions, prayer is a vital
need, Meimaris and Martin empha-
sized. Meimaris estimates at least 75
percent of New Englanders are un-
churched, and in some population
pockets the unchurched population is
much larger.

For information on how to become
involved in the Kentucky-Boston
partnership, contact Martin or Calvin
Wilkins, KBC partnership missions
director, at (502) 245-4101.

Paducah church wants to send 1,000 teddy bears to Russia

PADUCAH—Members of Re-
idland Baptist Church in Paducah
want to give a big bear hug to orphans
and poor children in Russia.

The congregation, inspired by Pas-
tor Paul Blizard, hopes to ship 1,000
teddy bears to children in Russia’s
Vyborg region. Blizard visited that
area several months ago and was
moved by the plight of children in
hospitals and orphanages.

Blizard said he visited one sanitar-

ium where more than 100 children,
many with tuberculosis, had not seen
any visitors in a year and had no toys.

“It really touched my heart,” he
said. “We were in shock. Our kids
have toy boxes overflowing, and they
have nothing.”

After he returned to Kentucky,
Blizard realized teddy bears would be
the perfect toy to send those children.

“They need something they can
cuddle,” he explained. “I prayed

about it and thought a bear would be
a perfect gift for a boy or a girl.”

The church found creative ways to
collect teddy bears during the Christ-
mas season. For example, one group
held a Christmas party to which the
admission fee was one teddy bear per
person. When the handbell choir per-
formed at a local store, they asked for
payment in teddy bears.

Once the church has collected
1,000 bears, Reidland’s Woman’s

Missionary Union group will prepare
the gifts for shipping.

Kentucky Baptists are invited to
help with the Reidland project by do-
nating new or nearly new teddy bears.
The bears should be medium in size.
Send contributions to Reidland Bap-
tist Church, 5559 Reidland Rd., Pad-
ucah, Ky. 42003.

Based on reporting by Leigh Landini

of the Paducah Sun

NEW FRIENDS Annette
Story (above right) saw an
opportunity for ministry
and led her church to meet
it. Here, she prepares a
meal with Juan Gonzolas.
At left, Irene Gonzolas,
Martha Martinez and Judy
Jacobs wrap tamales in
corn shucks in preparation
for a traditional Mexican
meal.
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Promise Keepers & the Million Man March

Promise Keepers and the Million
Man March represent the largest and
most resilient aspects of the current
men’s movement visible on the na-
tional scene. Both share much com-
mon ground, despite a Promise
Keepers’ statement distancing itself
from the march.

Promise Keepers and the Million

Man March agree on several points:

0 Repentance is the beginning
point for renewal. Louis Farrakhan
calls African-American males to
atone for past wrongs
done to African-
American males and
females. The founda-
tion of Promise Keepers is the con-
fession that men have broken prom-
ises and spoiled relationships. One
cannot move toward promise keep-
ing until one admits promlse break-
ing.

0 Responsibility is a goal. Both
urge males to assert their leadership
as heads of the family and show that
fatherhood means time with and dis-
cipline of their children. Building
strong marriages and rearing good
children are primary goals.

0 Rallying men provides a much
needed catharsis. Frequent images
from both groups include men hold-
ing raised hands and tears flowing
down faces. These events provide
men with an opportunity to express
their deep emotions among their
peers without fear of ridicule.

0 Restricted membership is a de-
fining characteristic of both. The
Million Man March says no to
women and whites. Promise Keep-
ers says no to women and attracts
mostly church-going white males.
Both say men only, and apparently
only certain types of men. Addition-
ally; these crusades are not for those
outside the fold but for those already
committed to the cause. Events
purge pain and fire up the emotions
of the true believers, instead of call-
ing for new converts.

0 Race is the premier issue. Mil-
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lion Man March leaders speak re-
peatedly about the prevailing racist
system. Promise Keepers’ leaders
yeain for racial reconciliation with-
out appreciating that severing the
deep roots of covert and overt rac-
ism requires more than personal re-
pentance. It necessitates racial jus-
tice through public policy.

Despite the plentiful common
ground, both groups disagree sharp-
ly at a number of points, as well.

B The unifying centerpiece dif-
fers. Million Man
March is interfaith,
including Christians
and Muslims who

- share a deep concern about the state

of black America. Promise Keepers
claims a Christo-centric core, even
though its leaders, speakers ‘and par-
ticipants are drawn mostly from
conservatives, non-denominational
evangelicals and charismatics. What
unifies Promise Keepers is a com-
mitment to Christ, not a common
reading of the cultural crisis. What
unifies Million Man March is a
shared history of discrimination, a
common experience of community
violence, a deep-seated sense of in-
justice and a large percentage of
peers in prison.

0 Skin color determines member-
ship. Million Man March appears as
an African-American experience.
Promise Keepers is overwhelming-
ly a Euro-American effort, although
Promise Keepers tries to include
other races and ethnic groups.

0 Strategies for social change dif-
fer. While a driving force behind
both is a sense that the quality of life
is deteriorating rapidly, the solutions
to change operate on totally differ-
ent plains. Promise Keepers says the
solution is Jesus, revival, prayer and
accountability groups. Million Man
March hammers home the need for
personal accountability and encour-
ages voter registration to change
public policy.

Promise Keepers and Million

Man March trek across dangerous
ground. Both could walk away from
an emphasis on individual account-
ability into full-blown political ac-
tion groups.

A more immediate danger comes
from faulty analysis and unrealistic
expectations. Both blame the family
crisis on the lack of male leadership.

From a theological vantage
point, the family crisis results from
human failure, not simply the fail-
ure of male leadership. Moreover,
better male leadership does not
guarantee an end to the culture’s
family crisis, much of which results
from our culture of greed, indiffer-
ence, radical individualism and im-
mediate gratification, not simply
gender issues.

Another danger concerns the
statement of the obvious in order to
get more amens, rather than a call to
reach deeper into the caldron of
complex cultural problems.

The message of male account-
ability is far more important than re-
acting negatively to the messengers.
Saturating American culture with
such a message is too critical for
Christians to be distracted by either
Farrakhan’s history of race baiting
and ethnic scapegoating or the
Promise Keepers’ remedial mar-

riage manuals and incomplete social-

diagnosis and strategy.

The real hope for social change
takes place away from the TV lights
and on the local level where prom-
ises and problems are discussed in
depth, initiatives are taken and com-
munity is formed.

Robert Parham, executive director
Baptist Center for Ethics

B What do you think? The Western
Recorder welcomes reader response
to news and opinion pieces. Send
your signed letter to the editor, 250
words or less, to Box 43969, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40253. Fax us at (502) 244-
6472. E-mail us on CompuServe at
102667,1300.

No placé to be

The following appeared in a
newsletter to the congregation of
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in
Shepherdsville, written by pastor.

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

Mark Ross:

“It snowed last night.
The world around our
home was a blanket of
white. By midnight, we
had all settled down to a
‘long winter’s nap.” I
.wish I could tell you that
the clatter which awoke
us was an elf bearing gifts
on the roof, but alas it
was the phone. Rather
than bearing gifts, the
caller was seeking them.
In his own words, ‘He
and his wife wanted money, lodg-
ing, food and auto gas,” in that order
I suppose.

“By now I know the routine.
Some other minister had given him
my name saying I would help.
Thank goodness for the fellowship
of the saints.

“There was no reason to ask
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William W. Marshall

where the couple was going to or
coming from. It did not matter, and
the question would only be an invi-
tation to lie. Reluctantly I prepared
to meet them in the snow at an ap-
pointed time and place. My son
Travis was up by now
and offered to ride shot-
un.

“When Travis and I
met the couple, we found
they were traveling in a
Winnebago. That looked
like instant lodging to
me, so I offered them fuel
and food. The man was
persistent they wanted a
motel room. With Travis
behind me all the way, I
stuck with food and fuel.
Fifteen dollars worth of
87 octane later we were at the
counter of White Castle. The WC
lounge, as some call it, was about all
that was open at 1:30 a.m. I could
tell, however, as-they reviewed the
entrees available, that they preferred
Ponderosa. When a person is travel-
ing all night, they need food that will
stick with them. I would say 16

White Castles would stick around a
while.

“After we paid the bill and pre-
pared to leave, Travis and I said our
good-byes and final ‘no’s’ to a mo-
tel room. For some reason, I asked
the question, ‘Where are you head-
ed?” The man replied, ‘We’re not
going anywhere particularly, just
looking for work.’

“Back in the car, Travis and I
talked about the couple’s troubles,
not having money, food or fuel.
Then Travis said, ‘It must be pretty
bad not having any place you have
to be.’

“That is probably the greatest
need the couple had whether they
knew it or not. They had no place to
be. No one was looking for them or
waiting for them. That is a hole not
even 16 White Castles can fill. I
wish somehow I could have.

“I hope you have a place to be. I
know someone is looking for you.
He has been looking your whole
life.”

William W. Marshall is executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention.

Har -’Rowland is pastor o
- M chelf Baptist Church




OPINION

Some of my earliest memories of
going to church involve sitting in the car
in the driveway with my father on
Sunday morning, waiting for my mother.
- For some reason, the two males in our
family always were ready to go much
sooner than the one female.

Of course, I'm sure there’s no
connection between this observation and
the fact that Mother had fixed breakfast,
put the traditional Sunday roast in the
oven and made sure Dad and | were
uressed before taking care of herself. :

I've given up those high-cholesterol, high-fat breakfasts,
and I've stopped waiting impatiently in the car, and | can get
myself dressed much better now. But after all these years and
millions of experiences getting ready to go to church and
other places, I'm still convinced of one fundamental truth of
creation: Men are wash-and-wear; women are dry clean only.

Granted, cultural forces have attempted to balance the
scales on this issue. But all the hair-spraying, blow-drying,
compact-lens-inserting and teeth-flossing rituals modern men
endure haven't slowed them down enough to level the playing
field.

In our house, this differential gets compounded by thefact
that my normally carefree, easy-going wife feels compelled to
pack for a simple outing as though we were going camping
for a week. And she expects me to do the same.

Just last week, while planning an afternoon trip across the
state, visions of blizzards and ice storms prompted her to reel
off a long list of “essential” items | ought to pack in the car in
case of bad weather. | never knew the West Kentucky Parkway
led to Outer Siberia. i

SHESAID

Mark Wingfield

If | was as prepared spiritually “in
season and out of season” as | am when
getting the boys and myself ready to go
places, I'd be a spiritual giant by now.

My motto is to be prepared for
anything. If the powers that be are
predicting snow, then | ask Mark if he
has enough gas, an extra blanket, should
he take his snow boots, etc. He, on the
other hand, is Mr. “I can handle it” and
often walks out the door without his
gloves or scarf—despite a blizzard

Alison Wingfield -

blowing outside.

| also like to be prepared when it comes to going to
church. On Wednesday nights, | make sure we have enough
food packed for my picky children to eat, as well as their water
cups to supplement their milk at church, and a snack for on
the way home. And since we are still struggling with that
dreaded disease called potty-training (to be dealt with in a
future column), | also make sure we've got enough extra
diapers, pull-ups or whatever we need for whatever stage we
have progessed or regressed to at that moment.

Although Mark is good about helping with these
preparations, he doesn’t always get the picture on the need for
them.

If he is taking the boys to the mall, for example, he thinks
all you have to do is announce the plan and walk out the door.
And when he gets to the mall, if he fails to go over the rules
(stay with Daddy, don’t cry and whine when it’s time to leave
the toy store, no cookies until after lunch) then something
inevitably falls apart, or one of the boys finally experiences
what a friend has dubbed “meltdown.”

| admit that sometimes | do go overboard when preparing
for trips out of the house. Maybe | need to concentrate some
of that energy on spiritual preparation for whatever journeys
God has in store for me.

Mark Wingfield is interim editor of the Western Recorder.
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer.

HE SAID/SHE SAID

Are you ready to go yet?
Are vou really ready to go?

Gutting legal aid for the poor is mean

Imagine yourself suddenly needing legal represen-
tation due to some injustice you experienced. You’ve
been cheated by an employer, mistreated by a land-
lord, ripped off by a salesman. What would you do?
Could you defend yourself or press your claim?

Now picture yourself in the same situation, but
imagine yourself making minimum wage
at most, with no savings and.no assets to
sell—and with a family to support. Would
you stand a chance at experiencing democracy? Could
you afford democracy?

The second scenario soon could become the plight

-of millions of poor people in our nation, courtesy of a

majority in Congress bent on enforcing their own
malicious understanding of “personal responsibility.”

Funding for the Legal Services Corp., the federal
umbrella organization that provides legal services for
39 million poor people, is about to be slashed by one-
third. At the same time, entire categories of service
will be abolished and new restrictions will be placed
on attorneys who represent the poor.

For example, attorneys who receive funding from
the corporation will be prohibited from challenging
new welfare laws or lobbying on behalf of their cli-
ents before government bodies. '

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure the math
on this one. Without federal assistance, millions of
poor people will be denied their constitutional right to
the legal process and to challenge laws that directly
impact them. Incidentally, of course, the poor will
pose less of a threat to big business, the wealthy and
the Congress.

‘This is tyranny, not democracy.

Democracy levels the playing field so all can be
heard and have equal opportunity for legal redress
when they are wronged. Even the Legal Services
Corp. as it is currently structured has not been able to
provide everything the poor need to get a fair shake in
the judicial system. Congress should be improving

this situation, not making it worse.

But the most amazing thing about this episode in
American history is that such a self-serving plan has
been foisted on the American people in large measure
by people who claim to be fulfilling a “Christian”
agenda. Despite vocal support from the Christian Co-
alition and other Religious Right groups,

O] {]'VIGl this part of the Republican revolution is

all politics with little theology.
Those who claim to represent Christ should read

‘his words and the words of God’s full revelation in

the Bible. The Cliff Notes version is this: God takes
the side of the poor.

Isaiah 10:1-2 says: “Woe to those who make un-
just laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, to
deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice
from the oppressed of my people, making widows
their prey and robbing the fatherless.”

Proverbs 14:31 declares: “He who oppresses the
poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is
kind to the needy honors God.”

Jesus once told a Pharisee: “When you give a lun-
cheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your broth-
ers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they
may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crip-
pled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.”

Congress presides over a virtual banquet of federal
funding, which it is increasingly doling out to the rich
while shunning the poor.

Yes, the call for welfare reform is justified. Repub-
licans are right when they say the old Democratic-
inspired system has failed. And yes, many middle-
class and upper-class Americans reasonably want
their tax load lightened.

But if the Christian community truly wants to make
a contribution to welfare reform, it ought to be based
on compassion rather than greed.

— Mark Wingfield

Here’s an idea for taking a bite out of hunger

Here’s a suggestion for one simple way your
church—Iled by your youth group—could take a bite
out of the nation’s punger problem this month.

Churches of all faiths across America are invited
to participate in “Souper Bowl Sunday” Jan. 28,
which also happens to be Super Bowl Sunday.

The idea is for church youth groups to collect $1
that Sunday from every person attending worship
who intends to watch the Super Bowl. This special
offering then will be forwarded to the hunger minis-
try of the youth group’s choosing.

This is a national movement with local impact.

The idea came from the senior high youth group
of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia,
S.C. They were inspired by Associate Pastor Brad
Smith’s prayer on a Super Bowl Sunday: “As we
enjoy the Super Bowl game, help us to be mindful
of those who don’t even have a bowl of soup to eat.”

The youth started their Souper Bowl collection in
1990, involving 22 churches in their community.
Youth stood at church doors after services with soup
kettles, asking parishioners who planned to watch
the game to drop in $1 each. The 22 churches to-

gether collected $5,700. .

The project has boiled over into a much larger
affair each year since that humble beginning. Last
year, 2,500 participating churches gave more than
$450,000 to hunger relief in their own communities.

This year, organizers have set a national goal of
$1 million.

Each participating church makes its own deci-
sions about how to collect the money and how the
gifts will be used. The only thing Souper Bowl or-
ganizers ask is for churches to call a toll-free num-
ber to report the results, so a national tally can be
released. ;

Southern Baptists nationwide have been slacking
off in contributions to hunger relief in recent years.
Perhaps this interfaith effort could be one way to
light a new spark that will fill many more soup bowls
on a cold winter day. ]

For more ideas about the Souper Bow], or to re-
port on your church’s efforts this year, call (800)
358-SOUP or write to Souper Bowl, 125 Sparkle-
berry Lane, Columbia, S.C. 29223.

— Mark Wingfield
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“’'ve been getting
an overwhelming
response from
churches who are
interested in
coliege students.
... People are
starting to realize
campuses are the
greatest mission

field in the world.”
Bill Henry, director of the
Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board'’s national
student ministry

“What (the Lord)
has done for me,
he can do for
anybody and
everybody.”
Bettye Shelton

Continued from page 1
among today’s students?

Fear about global upheaval, a de-
sire for stability in a rapidly changing
and complex world, declining eco-
nomic opportunities and wounds
from growing up in broken homes are
just a few of the reasons cited by me-
dia and ministers.

“Today’s students are looking for
something that can be counted on.
They want something secure and sta-
ble,” said John Moore, student minis-
try director for the Louisiana Baptist
Convention. “They are more hungry
for Bible study and discipleship than
ever before. They’d rather hear some-
one teach the word than read a devo-
tional. They are looking for teachers,
not preachers.”

Betsy Draper, Baptist student min-
istries director at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, said she has no-
ticed renewed spiritual interest on her
campus.

“Many students here are praying
for revival on campus; that’s part of
the reason behind what’s happening
across America,” she explained.

Draper said she also believes col-

leges are beginning to realize they
have to provide for their students’
spiritual needs. MIT, for example, last
year opened a religious activities cen-
ter to accommodate a growing reli-
gious community.

“Our growth has been hidden
somewhat in that there are so many
evangelical student groups popping
up to meet everyone’s interest,” Drap-
er said.

Bill Henry, dlrector of the South-
ern Baptist Sunday School Board’s
national student ministry, said he be-
lieves another key to renewed spiritu-
al emphasis on campus is more direct
church involvement in reaching stu-
dents.

“I’ve been getting an overwhelm-
ing response from churches who are
interested in college students,” he
said. “T’ve formed prayer partnerships
with several of them. People are start-
ing to realize campuses are the great-
est mission field in the world.”

Carl Kremer, a 23-year-old senior
at Temple University in Philadelphia,
said he has noticed more openness
among his peers to spiritual issues.

“People are realizing materialism

isn’t where it’s at,” he said. “There’s
so much hopelessness out there.
They’re looking for whatever works.”

Sometimes “whatever works”
means focusing more on friendships
and relationships than God, said Kre-
mer, a Southern Baptist.

“My generation ends up clinging
to each other, and that’s just going to
bring more shallowness. Agape love
is what we’re looking for.”

Many students are missing that
God-centered love in a bombardment
of mixed spiritual messages from the

‘media, cults and misinformed Chris-

tians, said Joni Hannigan, Baptist Stu-
dent Union director at Indiana Uni-
versity-Bloomington.

While she agrees there is more talk
about religion on campus, she said
she fears many students don’t under-
stand “what is true spiritual interest
and what is a smorgasbord of ideas
that appeal to them. I see a very con-
fused and a very a la carte kind of in-
terest in spiritual matters.

“And there is much more openness
on campus to non-traditional expres-
sions of faith than traditional ones,”
she said, adding Islam, the Baha’i

College students showing interest in spiritual things

faith, New Age groups and Eastern
mysticism are “very attractive” to
many IU students,

“Faith on campus is eclectic, for
sure,” said Neil Walker, state student
director for the California Southern
Baptist Convention. He said many
students become interested in New
Age cults “because it allows you to
have a spiritual experience without
making any character changes or
moral shifts in your life. They never
address the-issue of lordship.”

Hannigan said many students she
encounters have “very little regard”
for absolute truth. “It’s abhorrent to
them because it infringes on others’
right to believe like they want to. I
think many students are confused.”

Kremer, the Temple student, ad-
mitted the tension between being re-
spectful of other viewpoints and
standing up for your beliefs can be
difficult.

“It’s a cautious line to walk. Some-
times you end up offending people if
you’re a Christian,” he explained.
“That just makes developing friend-
ships (with non-Christians) more im-
portant.”

Godly friend helped save Ricky Van Shelton’s marriage

Continued from page 1

it; I knew something was wrong (with
Bettye),” singer/songwriter Andy
Landis said in the same chapel ser-
vice, explaining the reason for her
call. She had met Mrs. Shelton only
twice, introduced through her then-fi-
ance and now-husband Steve Buck-
ingham, a record producer who had
played a pivotal role in making Ricky
Van Shelton a star.

“I couldn’t get my mind off her for
weeks. Literally, I would wake up in
the middle of the night crying for her.
... I just felt like she might need some-
one to talk to.”

No stranger to heartache herself,
Landis had survived cancer, rape and
sexual molestation as a child. She

knew the struggle of facing troubles
alone.

Determined to reach out, she visit-
ed Mrs. Shelton the very next evening
at the Sheltons’ farmhouse located on
a 150-acre ranch just outside Nash-
ville. After a dinner party with
friends, the two women stayed up
talking until early in the morning.

“The next morning we ended up
getting together for prayer on their
farm,” Landis recounted. The two
women watched the sunrise and Lan-
dis led Mrs. Shelton in a prayer that
turned her life and her marriage over
to God.

“I knew that God’s Son had risen .

in my heart,” Mrs. Shelton said, “and
I surrendered my problems to him. I
knew that only God could save me
from the mess I'd made out of my
life.”

Landis also made a commitment
as she drove away from the Shelton
farm that morning—to stick by her
new friend “no matter what.” That
would turn out to be a serious pledge,
as things got worse before they got
better for the Sheltons.

“Ricky came home and my hus-
band said to me: ‘I just don’t love you
anymore.’ I remember the pain and
disappointment I felt that morning. I
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felt that my Father had let me down.”

Eventually, the Sheltons separated
and Mrs. Shelton learned her husband
had been unfaithful. Landis stood by
her friend, frequently meeting togeth-
er in person or over the phone to share

“Scripture and pray.

Through her faith in God and en-
couragement and support from Lan-
dis and other friends, Mrs. Shelton

_stood by her husband and they later

reconciled. Ricky Van Shelton gave
up drinking and recommitted his life
both to Christ and his wife. In recent
years, the couple has shared their tes-

timony with thousands of men and
women across the country.

“I’m so thankful today that God
has blessed me with a godly husband.
And he’s blessed me with an incredi-

ble friend (Landis) who has taught me -

how to give and how to live, no mat-
ter what,” Shelton said.

With her husband’s blessing, Mrs.
Shelton coauthored a book with Lan-
dis that details the Sheltons’ marital
struggles and eventual triumph. The
book, “She Stays,” is subtitled, “How
God Inspired a Friendship That Saved

Bettye and Ricky Van Shelton’s Mar-

riage.”

Landis also wrote a song by the
same title. She sings it as a duet with
Ricky Van Shelton on the new album,
“Common Ground,” a compilation of
religious and inspirational songs per-
formed by some of today’s top coun-
try stars.

“If you think we are courageous or
something special, we are not,” Lan-
dis said. “We have Just given our lives
over to the Lord.

Shelton agreed. “What he has
done for me, he can do for anybody
and everybody.”

doing.

explore how we make wise
and productive decisions.
Others will concentrate on
various ways of doing our

confronted with His Grace.

We all have met people who "say"
but do not "do." Sorhetimes we
meet them in the mirror. It is so
easy to speak, but life is built on

This year the Deaéén/Pastor/Spouse
Retreat will focus on deciding and
doing. Some conferences will

X
Lord's Will and work so lives are &%\\

Deaéon/Pastor/Spo_use Retreat 1996
"Deciding & Doing"

Conferences Include: Making Decisions for Direction
Deciding to Minister Admist Adversity ®Preaching to the Non-Christian
Doing Ministry: Approaches for Caring in a Local Church
Support Groups: Help for Discovery & Development ¢ Gift Based Deacon Ministry

Jonathan Creek

Cedarmore
February 9-10

and

February 23-24

Secure your group's
reservation early!
For complete registration
information, call the
Church Growth Office

(502) 245-4101
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22.8 percent of clergy have been fired -

CHICAGO (RNS)—A national
survey of Protestant clergy has
found that an unusually high num-
ber—22.8 percent—say they either

have been fired or forced to resign

their pastorates at some point during
their career.

The survey, conducted among a
random sample of clergy readers of
three evangelical magazines—
Christianity Today, Leadership and
Your Church—also found that one
in four of the dismissed or forced-
out pastors said they had had the
experience more than once.

The survey’s return rate was 64
percent, and the margin of error was
plus or minus 3.8 percent.

The survey did not indicate what,
if any, percentage of the firings or
forced resignations were for clergy
wrong-doing.

According to the survey, report-

ed in the Winter 1996 issue of Lead-
ership, clergy said conflicting vi-
sions for the congregation between
themselves and members was the
top reason given as to why they
were terminated.

David Goetz, the associate editor
of Leadership who conducted the
study, said the survey also revealed
what he called “repeat offender”
congregations.

According to the survey, 62 per-
cent of the forced-out pastors said
the congregation had driven out at
least one previous pastor.

Forty-one percent of forced-out
pastors reported that the congrega-
tion that expelled them had forced
out pastors more than twice in the
past.

“The conclusion seems self-evi-

dent: churches that force out their-

pastors are likely to do it again,” Go-

etz wrote.

Goetz said “repeat-offender”
churches often are driven by a small
faction within the congregation. He
said 43 percent of the fired or
forced-out pastors indicated that a
“faction” pushed them out, and 71
percent indicated the faction num-
bered 10 or fewer people.

“Perhaps what’s most troubling
is the inability or unwillingness of
denominations to identify and work
with the repeat-offender church,”
Goetz wrote. In many instances,
such as the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, denominational leaders
have little influence on congrega-
tions.

“With no real clout, denomina-
tional leaders often stand by and
watch a percentage of their church-
es destroy pastor after pastor,” Go-
etz wrote. ‘

Gospel music Grammy nominees announced

NASHVILLE (RNS)—More than
two dozen gospel artists were among
the Grammy award nominees an-
nounced Jan. 4 by the National Acad-
emy of Recording Arts and Sciences.

The winners in 88 categories of
music will be announced Feb. 28 at a
ceremony in Los Angeles that will be
broadcast on CBS.

Nominations include:

B Best rock gospel album: “Big
Tent Revival,” by Big Tent Revival;
“Lesson of Love,” by Ashley Cleve-
land; “Jars of Clay,” by Jars of Clay;
“Home Run!” by Geoff Moore & the

- Distance; “No Doubt,” by Petra.

B Best pop/contemporary gospel
album: “The Music of Christmas,” by
Steven Curtis Chapman; “Unbeliev-
able Love,” by Larnelle Harris; “Find
It on the Wings,” by Sandi Patty; “T’1l

Lead You Home,” by Michael W.
Smith; “My Utmost for His Highest,”
by various artists.

B Best Southern gospel, country
gospel or bluegrass gospel album:
“One Summer Evening Live,” by
Bruce Carroll; “Someday,” by Crys-
tal Gayle; “A Gospel Gathering,” by
Ralph Stanley & Joe Isaacs; “At the
Feet of God,” by Jerry & Tammy Sul-

livan; “Amazing Grace—A Country

Salute to Gospel,” by various artists.

B Best traditional soul gospel al-
bum: “No Ways Tired,” by Fontella
Bass; “I Brought Him With Me,” by
the Blind Boys of Alabama; “Shirley
Caesar Live ... He Will Come,” by
Shirley Caesar; “Power,” by the
Mighty Clouds of Joy; “Live at Jack-
son State University,” by James
Moore with the Mississippi Mass

Choir. .

W Best contemporary soul gospel
album: “More Than a Melody,” by
Yolanda Adams; “The Call,” by
Anointed; “Motown Comes Home,”
by various artists; “Heartsongs,” by
Doug Williams; “Alone in His Pres-
ence,” by CeCe Winans; “Not in My
House,” by Daniel Winans.

B Best gospel album by a choir or
chorus: “Bible Stories,” by Donald
Lawrence and the Tri-City Singers;
“Live in New York By Any Means
...” by Hezekiah Walker & the Love
Fellowship Crusade Choir; “Praise
Him ... Live!” by the Brooklyn Tab-
ernacle Choir; “Shout,” by Milton
Brunson and the Thompson Commu-
nity Singers; “Show Up!” by the New
Life Community Choir featuring John
P. Kee. :

3
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“It has been there
all along. | have
looked at the rock
so many times. It
took me 21 years
to know how to

look at it.”
Archaeologist Leen
Ritmeyer
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Researcher helieves he knows where Ark of Covenant sat

Continued from page 1

“I don’t think it’s going to convert
anybody. I don’t think it’s going to
have any political significance in
modern times,” he said. “But I think
it’s extraordinarily meaningful to peo-
ple who love the Bible, who love bib-
lical history, who are passionate about
exploring our common ... religious
past.” ,

Solomon’s Temple was destroyed
by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. A sec-
ond temple, built on the ruins of the
first and expanded by Herod the
Great, was destroyed in 70 A.D.
Many scholars agree both temples
stood somewhere on the elevated
ground now topped by the Dome of
the Rock and the Mosque of Al Aksa,
but they disagree on exactly where the

| temples stood.

Archaeological surveys of the rock
mass directly below the dome are pro-
hibited by Muslim authorities, who
have controlled the site since the sev-
enth century, when the Christian
church that occupied the site was re-

placed by a mosque.

Palestinian Muslim religious lead-
ers who are currently in charge of the
site have rejected archaeological evi-
dence and Jewish claims that a tem-
ple ever was located on the Temple
Mount.

The Temple Mount is holy to
Jews, Christians and Muslims, who
believe it is the site where Abraham
brought his son to be sacrificed. Mus-
lims believe the prophet Mohammad
ascended to heaven from the bedrock
known as “es-Sakhra” on the Temple
Mount site.

Using measurements made by a
German scholar in 1910, photographs
and his own observations, Ritmeyer
detailed where he believes the walls
of the Holy of Holies were within the
temple—above “es-Sakhra.” He de-
clares that a spot right in the center of
the Holy of Holies is where the ark
rested—the same dimensions as God
gave Moses for constructing the sa-
cred container in Exodus 25:10:
“They shall make an ark of acacia

20' to 33' uses

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

* 12 to 38 adult capacity
e Over 30 used buses for sale—We buy used buses
X ke Guaranteed buy-back program
&P CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

PO. Box 2126
Brentwood, TN 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden toda'y'
1-800-370-6180
1-615-371-6180

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

A

B Gl

Motor Coach, inc.

wood; it shall be two and a half cubits
long, a cubit and a half wide, and a
cubit and a half high.”

A cubit is a unit of measure that
equals 20.5 inches.

The ark, ancient Israel’s most sa-
cred ritual possession, accompanied
the wandering tribes of Israel over the
centuries, until King David brought it
to Jerusalem and his son, Solomon,
ultimately erected the temple. The ark
was installed in an enclosure known
as the Holy of Holies, which was en-
tered only once a year, on the Day of
Atonement, by the temple’s high
priest.

Ritmeyer said he used the Bible’s
measurements in 1 Kings 6:20 to lo-
cate the Holy of Holies—20 cubits by
20 cubits. “All that I’ve found con-
firms that the record in Kings about
Solomon building a temple and pre-
paring a place for the Ark of the Cov-
enant is true,” he said.

And what he has found, Ritmeyer
said, can be seen by any tourist who
visits the site. The rock is surrounded

by a fence, but “the depression is only
about 10 feet away from the fence,”
he said.

“It has been there all along,” he
said. :

“T have looked at the rock so many
times. It took me 21 years to know
how to look at it.”

Other specialists in the field of bib-
lical archaeology welcome Ritmey-
er’s analysis but say questions about
the location remains.

“He’s probably given us the best
look, the best suggestion as to where .
the Ark of the Covenant and the tem-
ple itself actually stood,” said Gary
Byers, executive director of Associ-
ates for Biblical Research, an evan-
gelical Christian ministry based in
Ephrata, Pa.

“Without being able to get in there
and do accurate measurements, he has
really provided us a wealth of infor-
mation and some really plausible sug-
gestions,” Byers continued. “He may
have solved the problem, but we can’t
say definitely yes, he has.”

A SPECIAL INVITATION

THE THOMPSONVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH CORDIALLY INVITES
You TO ATTEND A NOTE BURNING CEREMONY JANUARY 14,
1996. WE WILL BE RECOGNIZING FORMER PASTORS, THE
KENTUCKY BAPTIST BUILDERS AND OTHERS AS A PART OF THIS
SPECIAL SERVICE. THIS SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT 10 AMm. (EST)
AND CONCLUDE AT NOON WITH A FELLOWSHIP MEAL. COME
JOIN US AS WE THANK AND PRAISE GOD FOR HIS BLESSINGS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (606) 262-5746.

"l was a
-stranger and
you took me in."

Matthew 25:35

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children needs
foster parents to care for children who have
been abused and neglected. Training, ongoing
support-and a stipend are provided.

Call the office nearest you
for more information!

(502) 568-9115
(606) 478-3200

Central Kentucky -
Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky - (606) 677-1008
Western Kentucky -  (502) 825-2191

or call 1-800-456-1386 toll free!

: . . P\ |/
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children éa’a
ki KBHC

Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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FINANCIAL FORUM

What should |
put in my will?
By Laurie Valentine

You should include in your
will provisions that accomplish
the purposes for making a will:
smooth estate administration,
distribution of your assets as you
wish, provision for special needs
of your beneficiaries and, where
necessary and desired, death tax
savings and/or reduction.

Smooth estate administration
is achieved by naming one or
more executors who can handle
the tasks of determining what
you own at your death, paying
your final debts and expenses,
filing all necessary tax returns
and distributing your assets pur-
suant to the terms of your will.
You should name at least one al-
ternate if you designate an indi-
vidual as your first choice for
executor.

A will should contain provi-
sions which make clear your de-
sires regarding who is to receive
your assets and how they are to
be received at your death. A will
controls only assets titled in
your individual name and assets
that are payable to “my estate”
or “my executor.” Therefore,
careful consideration needs to
be given to how your assets are
titled as you consider your
choices for distribution under
your will.

You may want to include
specific bequests of particular
assets or amounts to family and
others, as well as general be-
quests of personal property and
residuary estate in your will. In
addition to family needs, be-
quests for charitable causes that

" you have supported during your
lifetime should be considered.

Special needs of family can
be met with trust provisions for
young children or adult benefi-
ciaries who will need financial
management assistance. Parents
with children under age 18
should also name a guardian for
their children should both par-
ents die before a child is 18
years old.

Tax evasion is illegal, but tax
avoidance is good stewardship.
Special trust provisions can be
included in your will to defer
and reduce death tax liabilities.

Making a Christian will is an
important stewardship decision.
It deserves careful planning.

For additional information
and a helpful set of worksheets
to use in planning your will,
contact Laurie Valentine at the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation by
calling (502) 245-4101.

Laurie Valentine is trust coun-

sel for the Kentucky Baptist Foun- -

dation .

Southern Seminary Dcember gradqates from Kentucky

B k A ,
David Atcher Jerry Bailey Timothy Borchert John Brooks James Browning Wray Bryant Douglas Bunch
Master of church MA in Christian Master of divinity Associate of arts Master of divinity Doctor of philosophy Master of divinity
music, Radcliff education, Stanford Louisville Louisville Louisville Adamsville Monticello

-\

L “ «

Rodney Burnette Chee Keong Chan - Sheila Collins Darryl Cornett Stephen Deaver Kenneth Felty Les Fugate
MA in Christian Master of theology Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of divinity
education, Louisville - Louisville Shepherdsville Pineville Berea Madisonville

Lexington

Betty Horton David Maynard

Kevin Goins Joe Johnson Sun Macupa Beth Mosier Matt Neace Jr.
Doctor of philosophy Associate of arts Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of divinity Master of divinity Associate of arts
Louisville Louisville | Benton Louisville Louisa - Louisville Newport

NOTE: Graduate

information provided
by Southern Seminary.
Only graduates who
: i = provided the seminary
Jack Parrott Lilly Pegourie Jeffrey Rafferty Christopher Short Vanessa Sims Tamara Vanover '.M tha P h.Ot 0 and
Doctor of ministry Associate of arts Master of divinity Master of arts in Master of arts in Master of arts in | information are
Barbourville Louisville Whitesville Christian education Christian education Christian education | included.
] Elkton Louisville Lexington

Charleston Southern University
Presents

SuperSummer ‘96

~ 9th Annual Student Conference
TalentShOWS | g | Beac“'tt\?s
Quiet T Concerts e Recreation
‘ Ime Tl‘ainmg o Family Groups
Contemporary Worship In-Depth Bible Studies

Speaker: Stephen Talbert

Week 3: July 8-12

Week 4: July 15-19

%

Speaker: Jeft Chandler

"Promoting Academic Excellence
in a Christian Environment"

. |
* i . f( : s - :
%%\ Appearing all 4 weeks: Jake Gulledge

SPEAKERS AND ARTIST SUBJECT TO CHANGE

For more Information call 1-800-401-7675
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

- Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnerships
in Russia and Boston:
M As of Jan. 5, the
Christmas gifts prepared
by Kentucky Baptists had
not been released by
customs officials in
Moscow. Pray that the

gifts will be released. The -

Kentucky team in
Moscow to distribute the
gifts was to return to the

States Jan. 9.

B Morris Norfleet from
Bethlehem Baptist
Church in Nancy, Ky., as
he leads a Christian
business project in

St. Petersburg

Jan. 24-Feb. 7.

B Anglo and ethnic
church planting efforts in
the Greater Boston
Baptist Association.

M Greater Boston Baptist
Association Director of
Missions Ignatius
Meimaris.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B ASHLAND—Charles Young, di-
rector of missions in Greenup Asso-
ciation for 10 years, will retire March
31.

B BOWLING GREEN—BiIll Rick-
etts Sr., 77, previous pastor at Shady
Grove Church in Franklin, passed
away recently.

-l CAMPTON—Red River Associa-

tion will hold an evangelism confer-
ence at 6 p.m. Jan. 27 at Campton
Church.

l HENDERSON—Leslie Huff, re-
tired director of missions for Green
Valley Association, was named Ken-
tucky Director of Missions of the
Year.

B LONDON—Bald Rock Church
will ordain Bobby Phillips to the gos-
pel ministry Jan. 14. He is pastor at

Pine Grove Church. g

B LOUISVILLE—Joseph Estes,
pastor at Beechwood Church for 18
years, retired Dec. 31.

Hurstbourne Church called Billy
Thornton as part-time youth minis-
ter Jan. 3. Also, Chris Arnold was
called as assistant youth minister. He
will serve until May, when Thornton
will become full-time.

B MADISONVILLE—James
Weaver resigned as pastor at First
Church effective Jan. 20, to become
pastor at First Church in Springfield,
Va.

B REYNOLDS STATION—West
Point Church called Clay Lambert
as pastor. Lambert previously was in-
terim pastor at Chestnut Grove
Church.

Baptist Men praying for pastors

" MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—lJan. §
began a 40-day season of prayer for
pastors sponsored by Baptist Men
organizations in local churches.

The emphasis is based on the
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Com-
mission’s latest guided prayer book-
let, “Pray for Your Pastor.”

Church members ought to pray
for their pastors, said Jim Burton of

.the Brotherhood Commission staff.

“American churches need strong,
visionary pastoral leadership, and

it’s time for us to support them,”
Burton said. “We know that being
the pastor is a very difficult and
sometimes lonely job. They face
high levels of stress and burnout. A
pastor needs the spiritual interces-
sion of his congregation.”

For information about the Pray
for Your Pastor emphasis, or to or-
der “Pray for Your Pastor” guided
prayer booklets, call the Brother-
hood Commission at (800) 727-
6466.

_grimage;

CLASSIFIED ADS ‘

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
children. Must be able to manage day
care and provide leadership in
church’s ministry to children. Send
resumé to: Personnel Committee,
Lyndon Baptist Church, 8025 New
LaGrange Rd., Louisville, KY 40222.

FOR SALE: One burial plot—
Evergreen Cemetery. Lot 65C, sec-
tion A. Call Amy, (502) 634-3673;
after 3 p.m., 367-7058.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land pil-
includes Athens and
Corinth, Greece, and Amsterdam,
Holland. March 18, 1996. Only
$1,795 from New York. Call Pastor
Jack R. Studie for a color brochure
and more information, (502) 247-
8331. Experience you can trust!

URGENT: Teachers for two-
year-olds for a two-days-a-week
mothers’ day out program. Call for in-
formation: Rockford Lane Baptist
Church, (502) 447-2591 or 448-4817.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
family life for ministries of a new
Christian life center. Third Baptist
Church, Owensboro, Ky. Please send
replies to: Shannon Roberts Bailes,
P.O. Box 8003, Owensboro, KY
42302.

FOR SALE: 1994 Dodge 15-pas-
senger van—loaded, rear heat and A/
C, excellent condition. $18,400. (502)
368-2521.

FOR SALE: 1983 Dodge 15-pas-
senger van—good condition. $3,500.
(502) 368-2521.

SEEKING: Second Baptist
Church seeks youth/music minister.
We offer competitive salary and
housing. Send resumé to: 911 N, High
St., Martinsburg, WV 25401.

SEEKING: Part-time music di-
rector for Sunday services and adult
choir. Warm, music-loving church,
N. Kentucky Association. Send re-
sumé to: Crescent Springs Baptist
Church, 627 Buttermilk Pike, Cres-
cent Springs, KY 41017.

SEEKING: 25-year-old exurban
Southern Baptist congregation with
150 members (25 miles from Wash-
ington D.{.) prayerfully seeks senior
pastor having minimum of 5 years
experience, master’s degree from
Southern Baptist seminary preferred.
Candidate should be Bible-based,
family-oriented and possess the abili-

- ties to coordinate current staff includ-

ing a strong, vibrant music program.
Send resumé by Feb. 14 to: P.O. Box
326, Poolesville, MD 20837.

Steéples & ,
| Baptistries

. From the world's
i largest manufacturer of
| ! fiberglass church products

| .- o Steeples o Krinklglas®
1\ e Baptistries Windows

Call or write for
our free catalog
1-800-527-1459

PQ Box 1340
Henderson, TX 75653-1340

SPECIALTIES
CORPORATED

What a day!

For weeks our students counted down the days
to Christmas break. Christmas is one of the three
times a year when all students must go home for a
required break. Final exams took place on Mon-
day and Tuesday. Wednesday was the big day!
With the forecast of a “big snowstorm” on the
way, many students just knew they would be
stranded here for days. They did not lenow it, but
we were just as concerned as they were! Our stu-
dents think the breaks are for their benefit, but
they are also much needed vacations for our fac-
ulty and staff. The adults are just as excited about
the breaks as the students are. Family time is one
of the sacrifices made by those who :
serve here. Faculty and staff families
need this special time together.

The students knew that school

THIS IS
ONEIDA

“Christmas in Germany” and “Ukranian Bell Car-
ol.” The choir had the last spot on the program
and sang “Carol of the Cradle” and “Mary
Rocked the Little Baby,” under the direction of
Ms. Blades. :

When chapel was dismissed, the students
quickly went to meet their waiting families and
friends. Within an hour most students were on
their way home. Others were taken to the bus sta-
tion or to the Lexington airport.

While we all look forward to a few days of
rest, after a week without students our campus can
really be depressing.

There is never a day that we donot |

struggle with the many needs of our
students. Every day is a challenge, and
some are nearly impossible. But we

would be out on Dec. 20. Parents had
been arriving since the evening before.
Vans and cars were loaded to maxi-

- mum capacity. But students could not
leave until after our traditional Christ-
mas program in the chapel.

While we do not offer schooling for
grades K-5 to the general public, it is
provided for our faculty and staff chil-
dren. This program was started in
1985, and allows our parents and chil-
dren to be on the same school schedule. There are
23 boys and girls in our K-5 program.

Ms. Garland, and Mrs. Spencer led the first,
second and third grade children in two songs,
“Pat-A-Pan,” and “Little Drummer Boy.” Next
Mrs. Campbell, helped by Mrs. Buckner, led the
fourth and fifth grade boys and girls in singing
“The Birthday of the King” and “Joy to the
World,” and in reciting “The Meaning of Christ-
mas.”

The Spanish class, with their teacher Mr. Mal-
lard, sang “O Sancticimo” and “Noche Silenceo”
(Silent Night) in Spanish.

The band, directed by Mr. Cochran, played

.F. ndrwood

never lose sight of the fact that God
has entrusted these young people to us:
Meeting their spiritual, educational,
emotional and social needs is very de-
manding.

By the time you read this article,
our students will have come back to us.
Since this is the beginning of the sec-
ond semester, we will also get several
new students. We know that most stu-
dents who come to us this late in the
school year are havjng some problems. Some will
have relatively small problems, while others will
provide a greater challenge. We. hope you will
pray with us for the needs of all our students. We
could never meet their needs with our resources
alone. God will need te provide us with patience,
wisdom, love, a forgiving heart and great com-
passion as we minister to them. We are blessed to
be entrusted by God and their families with their
training. We thank you for your trust also!

W.E. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972

1996 marks 50 years Clear
Creek has been in the Kentucky
Baptist Convention family. These
years brought many “firsts” and
one of the most significant was our
part in the beginning of Southern
Baptist literacy missions. Mrs.
D.M. Aldridge recalls part of the
story. :

One of our students preached an
evangelistic service in a-mountain
mission. A Mrs. Smith was con-
verted and the pastor gave her a
Bible. She said,
“Preacher, I don’t need
a Bible ‘cause I can’t
read.”

The student had nev-
er known an adult who
couldn’t read so he
asked President Ald-
ridge for advice. Ald-
ridge referred him to a
former teacher and pro-
fessor’s wife, Lillian
Isaacs.

Isaacs, Aldridge and
Home Mission Board
consultant Wendell Bellew planned
a literacy “rally” (not knowing
what else to call it) and invited Dr.
Richard Cortright, literacy profes-
sor at Baylor University, to teach
people how to teach adults to read.

For weeks before the event,
hundreds of announcements, factu-
al articles and human interest sto-
ries about adult literacy went to

and the bordering states (Mrs. Ald-
ridge was publicity director at the
time). More than 200 attended the

Clear Creek helped start literacy missions

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

newspapers in Eastern Kentucky

rally in Kelly Hall, the largest
building on campus, and meals
were served in the campus dining
hall.

Cortright announced to the
group: “Kentucky has surpassed
Texas!” Never before to his knowl-
edge had so many gathered to learn
to teach adults to read.

Aldridge cited the success of the
1953 meeting as need for a literacy
worker in the area. The HMB ap-
pointed Ann Groves. Clear Creek
provided room, board
and a campus office.

Lillian Isaacs orga-
nized the Baptist wom-
en of Pineville churches
to conduct a literacy
conference. She led in
organizing the Appala-
chian Literacy Council
and Aldridge was elect-
ed the first president.
This group set up coun-
cils in 16 counties. In-
quiries came from edu-
cators in several states.
Groves relocated to Atlanta to lead
this national movement through the
Literacy Missions Department.

The Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board asked Kay Aldridge
to be editor of a new publication,
“Training Union Quarterly Simpli-
fied”—a job she did for five years
to be succeeded by a woman who
had worked in the literacy program
in the Kentucky mountains.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Gongregation overcomes fears, comm|ts to change

By David Winfrey
SBC Home Mission Board

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP)—In
1991, Interim Pastor Dale Harlan told
an aging and dwindling urban church
it had three choices: move, die or
change.

Commonwealth Baptist Church
was sitting in the middle of a racially
changing community when the Ang-
lo congregation chose the toughest of
its options and Harlan as its full-time
pastor. Since then, members have
changed the church name and ex-
panded their ministries and outreach
in a neighborhood with which they
have less in common each day. Along
the way, Harlan says, he’s learned
something about refocusing a congre-
gation and breaking traditions to meet
the mission field’s needs.

“I find people are so afraid of
change. It’s almost a dirty word,” says
Harlan, a former missionary in lowa.

In situations like Common-
wealth’s, inflexibility can be fatal, he
says. “A church has an innate ability
to hang on for years and years and
years and dwindle and let the life lit-
erally drain out of it,” he says. “The
uniqueness of what we’re doing is try-
ing to lead a traditional church to be
different and to change its traditions
and see outside the fortress.”

When constituted in the 1950s,

Commonwealth Baptist Church was
on the fringe of metropolitan Char-
lotte. Today, the sanctuary sits nine
miles inside the city limits.

“We are surrounded on three sides
by apartments,” Harlan says. “We
(the community) are becoming very
rapidly African-American, Southeast
Asian and Hispanic.”

Attendance had risen to 350 dur-
ing the late 1970s, but had fallen to
about 100 by 1991.

Harlan was director of church
starts for Charlotte’s Mecklenburg
Baptist Association when he agreed
to serve as interim pastor. While
there, he led the congregation in a
Home Mission Board study for
churches in changing communities.

The program, Project Assistance
for Churches in Transition, “helped
the people become aware of what was
happening in their community and
gave them an arena to talk about it.”

After Harlan became the church’s
full-time pastor, the next change was
in name. The church had moved two
blocks from Commonwealth Avenue
but kept the name, confusing anyone
looking for the building. “Even the
fire trucks couldn’t find us,” he says.

In 1993, members voted over-
whelmingly to become Briar Creek
Road Baptist Church. Harlan calls
that significant. “If they were willing
to change their name, they were will-

ing to allow us to do whatever needed
to be done.”

Since then, other moves were
made toward ministering in the area.
Among them:

I The church recreation building
was refocused from inreach to out-
reach. As a community center, about
75 percent of those using it come
from outside the church, says Mike
Henley, minister of family life and
youth.

0 African-American Debra Hayes
was added to the staff to direct minis-
tries for 5,000 neighboring apartment
dwellers. She says her goal is to cre-
ate change from inside the communi-
ty, not to come in once a week with a
church bus for Sunday worship.

# Two ministries for neighborhood
assistance and crime victim advocacy
were brought into the church. Mem-
bers also added a food bank and cloth-
ing closet. -

0 Briar Creek Road linked with
two suburban churches offering fi-
nancial and volunteer help. Both are
vital for a congregation with aging
members, Harlan says. “We need
those churches and they need us for a
place to live out their calling.”

Harlan says he often asked pastors
to make changes when he worked for
the association, but he never under-
stood the difficulty until he led a con-
gregation through it.

South Carolina convention praised for helping churches

COLUMBIA, S.C. (BP)—The
packed parking lot at Gaston’s First
Baptist Church is a sign of changing
times for a South Carolina congrega-
tion that just six years ago was losing
its followers.

With 250 people routinely filling
its cushioned white pews—100 more
than in days past—the rural church
has rebounded to become a vibrant,
growing community. Similar stories
are being told by once-stagnant or
declining Southern Baptist churches
across the state.

Word of their successes has be-
come big news outside South Caroli-
na. Methodists, Episcopalians, Luth-
erans and others around the country
are signing up for workshops to learn
the secrets of the South Carolina Bap-
tist Convention.

Some of the nation’s leading au-
thorities on church trends are even
touting the convention as a new hope
for the survival of denominations,
many of which have been steadily
losing members since the 1960s.

“If denominations are going to sur-
vive into the next century, they are
going to have to become more like
South Carolina,” said Carol Childress
of the Leadership Network, a church
leadership resource center in Tyler,
Texas.

Southern Baptists in South Caroli-
na appear taken aback by the spot-
light. Convention leaders explain with
some embarrassment that their ideas
aren’t new or even original.

But yes, they concede, there’s a
new movement afoot to help church-
es grow. From 1990 to 1994, the
number of growing churches in-
creased by 185 congregations, a 45
percent gain. At the same time, 140

fewer congregations lost members.

“What we’re doing is very sim-
ple,” said Carlisle Driggers, the con-
vention’s executive director-treasur-
er. “We’re customizing ministry to
the needs of local churches.”

What that means is the convention
no longer assumes a program work-
ing in a burgeoning tourist hub like
Myrtle Beach also will apply to a
small town like Gaston, a bedroom
community 15 miles south of Colum-
bia. Instead, Bible studies, outreach
ministries and other programs are be-
ing tailored to the size, context and
needs of local churches.

That’s a dramatic shift from the
one-program-fits-all approach typi-
cally used by Baptists and other de-
nominations. The new way allows lo-
cal congregations to voice their needs
rather than having the convention tell
them what they should be doing.

“South Carolina is really a pioneer
in this approach,” said Lyle Schaller
of Naperville, Ill., a church consult-
ant and author of groundbreaking
books on church growth. “They’re
showing there’s a future for denomi-
nations that will service churches. The
denominations that insist on being
regulators are going to die.”

The impetus for the new approach
began in 1991, about the time Drig-
gers was elected to the convention.
Prior to coming here, he spent 13
years with the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board in Atlanta.

In his role there, he discovered 75
percent of Southern Baptist churches
either were not gaining or were losing
members. The number was even
higher in other denominations.

“It was alarming to me,” said Drig-
gers, 58, a South Carolina native. “If

our churches were not alive or grow-
ing, I wondered what kind of future
our denomination would have.”

He brought his concerns to con-
vention staff in South Carlolina and,
together, they reinvented their mis-
sion. Instead of being brokers for the
larger denomination’s programs, they

opted for a grassroots approach that

made themselves servants to local
churches.

“We used to schedule programs
and expect churches to come to us,”
said Bernice Popham, 64, the conven-
tion’s missions director. “Now we go
to churches and ask what kind of pro-
grams they need. We’re meeting peo-
ple where they are.”

The new model is called “Empow-
ering Kingdom Growth.” The con-
vention has made a 10-year commit-
ment to the process, which differs
from the old plan of having a differ-
ent ministry focus every year.

To implement the new strategy,
the convention also underwent reor-
ganization, including job reshuffling.
Beyond that, the 125 staff members
were grouped into teams, a change
from working in isolation in separate
divisions.

Some staff members found the
change too difficult and left the con-
vention or took early retirement. But
most embraced the new plan and have
been learning to do their old jobs a
new way.

“It’s a very stretching experience,
and we’re still in transition,” said Bill
Mackey, 54, who has been with the
convention 16 years and works with
leadership development and evange-
lism. “I don’t think we can say we
have arrived, but we are well on our

L1}

way.

In Gaston, a town spattered with
mobile homes and a lone grocery
store, Baptists talk about how “help-
ful” the convention has become, but
seem unaware of the larger changes.

Keith Spries, 45, described how
the convention was there to help his
church plan for its new building pro-
gram. And Pastor Gary Farmer, who
stood on the lawn greeting worship-
ers, credited the convention with
equipping his church with the evan-
gelism tools it needed to turn its situa-
tion around.

“The difference is that the conven-
tion asked us what our dreams were
and then got behind us to help us
reach those goals,” said Farmer, 61,
who’s been at First Baptist for six
years.

“It’s remarkable that a convention
with so much history is on the cutting
edge and not weighed down by the
inertia of its past,” said Leith Ander-
son of Eden Prairie, Minn., a nation-
ally recognized expert on church
trends.

The turnaround has piqued the in-
terest of other state Baptist conven-
tions, including Texas, which is the
largest in the nation. It’s also garnered
the interest of other denominations,
some of whom are sending leaders to
Columbia for a spring conference.

Despite the success, Driggers
said the convention hasn’t proven
anything yet, but is only getting
started.

“We exist to serve churches, and
that principle is what’s catching on,”
he said. “Of course, all denomina-
tions claim that as a principle. The
difference is that we live it.”

Reprinted by permission of The State,
Columbia, S.C.
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CHANGING TIMES Dale
Harlan (left), pastor of Briar
Creek Baptist Church in
Charlotte, N.C., talks with
Debra Hayes, director of the
church’s multi-housing
ministries program. Briar
Creek is a traditional Baptist
church that is adapting to
meet the needs of a
changing community. (BP
photo by David Winfrey)
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10. It’s easier to create than any newsletter you’re doing now.

9. Members get more for their money than just a newsletter;
they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives.

A8. It ’s on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps
you keep on top of ‘communica;tmg with church members.

7. There’s something for everyone. The Western Recorder isn’t
just a denominational paper; it’s a reader-friendly paper full of
practical resources for Christian living.

6. It gives perspective. If you’re concerned about church mem-
bers being aware of the world around them, readmg the West-
ern Recorder is a must.

'S, we’ll make you look great. The Western Recorder staff will
work with you to create an attractive layout and show you
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week.

4. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the
Recorder routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps
they’ve received.

3. We’ll work with the Post Office, so you don't have to.

. We’ll do it your way. The Recorder publishes newspages a
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We
can meet your needs.

1. We’ll save your church money. Most churches currently
publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by publishing their
newsletter on the Western Recorder.

‘Call (502) 244-6473 today for details.
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