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FOR THE RECORD 

Churches ousted 
The Florida Baptist 

Convention has ousted 
three churches for 

allegedly engaging in 
"neo-Pentecostal" 

practices. See page 2. 

Kelley nominated 
Evangelism professor 

Chuck Kelley has been 
nominated to become 
the next president of 
New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary. 
Seepage 2. 

Whirlwind romance 
A Kentucky Baptist 

couple celebrates their 
• second wedding 

anniversary this week, 
recalling the disastrous 

circumstances that 
• brought them together. 

Seepage 3. 

Editorial 
Lessons from "Mr. 

Holland's Opus." 
See page 5. • 

Point-Counterpoint 
The Kentucky General 

Assembly is considering 
legislation that would 
allow citizeQs to carry 

concealed weapons. Two 
writers debate the pros 

and cons of this bill from 
a moral and religious 

perspective. See page 6. 

Financial Forum 
How to get rich, but not 

necessarily quickly. 
See page 8. 
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MUDDY MINISTRY Lon Venters (left), a volunteer from First Baptist Church of Ashland, and Terry Shinkle from Belleview Baptist 
Church in Burlington scoop mud out of the basement of a home in Alderson, W. Va. At this home,· conditions required the clean-up crew 
to scoop mud bucket by bucket and pass it through a small window to the waiting wheelbarrow. (Photo by Larry Brannin) 

Kentuckians praised-~fo disaster~-work 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

FAIRLEA, W.Va.~Though a 
wintry blast cut short Kentucky 
Brotherhood's· recent disaster relief 
effort, the chill couldn't dampen the 
warm memories th.at many West Vir­
ginians have of Baptists from their 
neighboring state. 

"This experience has been a real 
eye-opener for a lot of us," said Dav­
id Blackwell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Fairlea, W.Va. "We 
learned a lot about the potential for 
ministry through disaster relief. It was 
tough to get the experience, but we 

were able to see effective ministry in 
action." 

"Words can't express how I feel," 
added Roy Grimes, whose flooded 
home in nearby Alderson, W.Va., 
was cleaned up by volunteers. "I feel 
the loving, ~he caring and the need to 
help. I wish there were more people 
like that. I'm grateful to have the Ken­
tuckians here." 

About 140 Brotherhood volun­
teers shuttled in and out of West Vir­
ginia over a- two-week period starting 
Jan. 21, after snow-thawing warmth 
and rains swelled rivers throughout 

. the region: 
However, the effort ended abrupt-

ly after an 11-inch snowstorm Feb. 1, 
followed by a cold spell that dropped 
temperatures to 15 degrees below 
zero last week. 

Kentucky's first outpost was in 
Ripley, W.Va., about an hour north of 
the state capital of Charleston. Sixty 
volunteers served 3,000 meals that 
first week, with most of the food shut­
tled to Red Cross feeding sites in 
Point Pleasant and Parkersburg. 

In addition, workers fanned out 
from West Baptist Church to help 
"mud out" three flooded homes along 
the Ohio River. 

The next week the state moved its 
O See Kentuckians praised .. . , page 3 

Valentine's 
Day not really 
saintly holiday 

. By Michael Paquette 
Religion New Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)­
How did a priest martyred for his 
faith in third-century Rome be-

• come a syi:nbol of romance for . 
sweethearts the world over? 

History says little of St. Val­
entine, the patron saint of lovers 
whose feast day is celebrated . 
. Feb; 14, Scholars agree he was a 
priest and physician who.lived in 

• Rome during the reign of Clau~ 
dius II. Arrested for aiding his 
fellow persecuted ·Christians, 
Valentine was .beaten and be­
headaj about 270 A.D. 

Yet Valentine' s Day~with 
its qaditions of Cupids, greeting 
cards, redroses and heart-shaped 

. boxes ofcandy-has little to do 
/ \villi religion. • 

• Rather, scholars believe the • 
modern lovers' holiday bas its 

• roots-in medieval lore. Recorded 
-- insome 14th-century English lit-

• erature is the belief that birds 
choose their mates on Feb. 14. 

•< Because Christianized Europe 
venerated,St. Valentine on. ihat 
sllIIle day, religion and romance· 

, became inextricably liflked'. • 
• ,Valentine's Day '. 'lia-sncithing . 

do with'. St Valentine at all,'': 
said Bruce Miller; religious bib- ·• 
liographer at the ,Catholic Uni! 
versity of America in Washing-_ 
ton and an expert on saints. :"It's 

1
• just called Valentine's Day.'.' 

The .earliest example:; of a 
· ~weetheart referring t() her.par­

amour as Valentine is found in 
'The Paston Letters,'' a collec~ 
o See. Does Valentinfs ... , pag~_l -
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By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-A new 
religious coalition hopes not only to 
counter the Religious Right but also 
to establish "a new vision" for poli­
tics, where faith unifies 
rather than divides the na­
tion. 

A diverse group of 
about 300 ministers and re­
ligious activists gathered 
Feb. 2-3 at a "Call to Re­
newal" conference in 
Washington to flesh out 
what organizers hope will 
become an alternative voice 
in the 1996 elections for evangelicals 
who differ with both the far right and 
the far left. 

"Let' s call ourselves ' the other 
Christians in the land,"' said Jim Wal­
lis, editor of Sojourners Magazine arid 
a spokesman for the1Call to Renewal, 
"There are rilore and more other • 
Christians in .the land who 'don't be­
lieve' the Religiouls Ri,ght . is ' right 

: • / . ' ! ' ' ' 

about everything." 
Speakers at the Call to Renewal's 

first national conference repeatedly 
criticized the Christian Coalition and 
kindred groups comprising the Reli­
gious Right for claiming to speak for 
all Christians while advocating a par­

tisan Republican agenda 
that includes not only oppo­
sition to abortion and homo­
sexual rights but also cutting 
back on social programs for 
the poor, tax cuts for the rich 
and relaxing laws that pro­
tect the environment. 

'They are called the Re­
ligious Right but they don't 
talk much about Jesus at all 

or the Hebrew prophets or the kind of 
values that might bring us together," 
Wallis said. "Instead they tell us who 
we should be afraid of." 

The Religious Right is correct, 
howyver, that many of America' s 
problems have moral and spiritual 
roots, Wallis 1said'. That fact; ignored 
by the left, accounts for _much of the 
·success of groups · like the Christian 

.i. . ' . ' 

Coalition, he added. 
"One thing they are right about is 

there is a spiritual crisis in our land," 
Wallis said. 

• However, "the right and the Chris­
tian Coalition have made a fundamen­
tal mistake" by aligning too closely 
with a partisan political agenda, he 
added. 

"The answer to a spiritual crisis 
must be far more than simply electing 
as many right-wing Republicans to 
office as possible," Wallis said. 'That 
is their agenda, and as far as I can see 
is their only agenda. It is an inade~ 
quate response to a spiritual crisis." 

"We face a serious collapse in this 
culture of moral and spiritual values,'' 
Wallis said. "In all levels of this soci­
ety we see a critical breakdown of 
family and community and of person~ 
al responsibility" coupled with "per­
sistent and systemic evil in the struc­
tures of this land." 

"Neither the right nor the left have 
effectively understood that/ Wallis 
said. "We have a:politically polarized 
□ See Alternative proposed .. . , page B 



BAPTISTS 
I BAPTIST BITS Florida convention ousts 3 churches over doctrine 
■ A $20 million capital 

campaign to fund 
improvement at Glorieta 

(N.M.) and Ridgecrest 
(N.C.) Baptist conference 

centers has been 
approved by trustees of 

the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, 

pending approval by the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention Ex-ecutive 
Committee during its 
Feb. 19-21 _meeting. 

■ A Brazilian couple 
working among 

Portuguese-speaking 
people in New York City 

are the first missionaries 
jointly appointed by the 
Southern Baptist Home 

Mission Board and 

By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP)­
Three churches have been kicked out 
of the Florida Baptist Convention for 
"neo-Pentecostalism," a charge pas­
t ors of two of the churches deny. 

Florida' s state board of missions . 
voted Jan. 26 to deny membership 
credentials to Citrus Christian Minis­
tries, formerly First Baptist Church of 
Homassassa Springs; Riverside 
Christian Fellowship, formerly River­
side Baptist Church, in Hernando; and 
Main Street Baptist Church in In­
verness. 

Last year, Alachua Baptist Asso­
ciation voted to disfellowship the Ho­
massassa Springs congregation. The 
Inverness church resigned from mem- · 
bership in the association in August, 
followed by the Hernando congrega­
tion in October. 

According to a news report in the 
Florida Baptist Witness, Florida Bap­
tist Executive Director John Sullivan 
told state board members the three 
central Florida churches recognize 
speaking in tongues as a measure of 
filling of the Holy Spirit, restoration 
of the office of apostle and the "laugh­
ing revival" associated with the con-

troversial Toronto Airport Vineyard 
church. 

"I urge that we stand along with 
this association," Sullivan told board 
members prior to the vote. "You can­
not just believe anything or every­
thing and be Baptist." 

This is thought to be the first time 
the Florida Baptist. Convention has 
ever disfellowshipped a church. 

Pastors of two of the churches, 
however, told Associated Baptist 
Press that Sullivan's quote did not ac­
curately describe their views. Leaving 
the association had more to do with 
personality conflicts than doctrine, 
they said, and Florida Baptist leaders 
made no effort to investigate charges 
before taking action against them. 

Leary Willis Jr., pastor of Main 
Street Baptist Ch_urch in Inverness, 
said his church voted to withdraw 
from Alachua Association not over 
charismatic doctrine but "in a spirit of 
Christian love, simply recognizing we 
could no longer walk with the associ­
ation." 

Willis denied the church advocates 
non-Baptist teaching but acknowl­
edged "we may not be viewed by 
some as a traditional Southern Bap­
tist congregation. 

"Our -church worships in a_ very 

strong charismatic style," Willis ac­
knowledged. "We're not Pentecostal, 
but our worship style is charismatic." 

Since leaving the association, Wil­
lis said the church has continued to 
support the Southern Baptist and state 
conventions through gifts to the Co­
operative Program unified budget and 
state and national missions offerings. 

The church also subscribes to 
"The Baptist Faith and Message," a 
statement of consensus Baptist beliefs 
approved by the SBC in 1963, he said. 

'The only place we.deviate with it 
is a statement concerning the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit," he said, which the 
church describes as "a gift" providing 
"evidence of power" for witnessing. 

Willis denied his church supports 
the "laughing revival" phenomenon~ 
'.'We are in no way a part of that. We 
have never espoused any pait of the 
laughing revival." 

Chuck Brennan, pastor of River­
side Christian Fellowship in Hernan­
do, said his church decided to leave 
the association over a dispute that has 
been going on for three years. 

The association unsuccessfully 
"tried to vote us out three years in a 
row;" he said. "Finally, this year they 
brought it up again and we resigned. 
We're tired of putting up with it." 

Brennan said he believes opposi­
tion to his church was the result of "a 
personal vendetta" by "one or two 
pastors" in the association more than 
theology. 

Brennan said describing the 
church's teaching as "neo-Pentecos­
talism" is "totally in error." 

'Tm disappointed because the 
state convention only went on one 
side," Brennan said. "They didn'.t 
bother to check with us or anything 
else." 

Efforts to reach Jimmy Sheats, 
pastor of Citrus Christian Ministries 
in Homassassa Springs, failed. Joseph 
Maddox, director of missions at Ala­
chua' Association, did norreturn :a re­
porter's phone call. 

Sullivan of the Florida Baptist 
Convention was out of the country on 
a mission trip and unavailable for' 
comment. State convention spokes­
man Don Hepburn said, however, that 
leaders of the convention had re­
viewed material provided by the 
churches to the Alachua Associa­
tion' s credentials committee. 

Hepburn said the state board "de­
cided to stand beside the association" 
in the dispute, "even though we are 
not bound by what the association 
does or does not do." 

Baptists in another 
country. Sebastian and 

Leda Baptista were 
appointed Feb. 6 by the 

HMB executive 
committee. They also 

serve with the Brazilian 
Baptist Convention's 

World Mission Board. 

■ James Hefley of 
Hannibal, Mo., is seeking 
input for a history of the 

Southern Baptist 
Christian Life 

Commission he is 
writing. Hefley especially 

would like to hear from 
students, colleagues and 
family members of now­

departed CLC leaders 

Mohler names Akin & W.~,ker to new p_Q,$,s _,t So~tbern 

such as Arthur James 
Barton, McNeill Poteat 

Jr., Jesse Burton 
Weatherspoon, Hugh 

Alexander Brimm, T.B. 
Maston, Acker Miller and 
Brooks Hays. Call Hefley 

at (573) _221-2462 or 
write to-him at 921 

Center St., Hannibal, Mo. 
63401 . 

By Mark Wingfield 
Interim Editor 

LOUISVILLE-President Al 
Mohler has filled two key vacancies 
on his administrative team at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Daniel Akin, currently dean of stu­
dents at Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N.C., has been named vice president 
for academic administration and dean 
of the theology school. 

Akin will succeed David Dockery, · 
who has been elected president of 
Union University in Jackson, Tenn. 
Both Akin and Dockery officially be­
gin their new roles June 1. 

Mohler also announced the imme­
diate reassignment of Doug Walker, 
currently dean of students and vice 
president for student services, to the 
rol~ of vice president for institutional 
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"I'd like some prayer. My computer came 

down with a virus. My copier is toner-deficient, • 
and my voice mail has laryngitus." 
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advancement. • - questioned commitment" to the ad-
W alker, who was a pastor before _ministration. 

joining the seminary administration in Akin has been dean of students 
1993, succeeds Tom Mabe, who left and professor of theology at South­
Southern in July to accept a fund-rais- eastern Seminary since 1992. He pre­
ing position in Virginia. viously taught at Criswell College in 

In his new role, Walker will super- Dallas. 
vise programs of fund-raising, alum-. Although Mohler had the authori­
ni relations and public relations. No ty to appoint Akin to the dual admin­
replacement has been named for the istrative role, his appointment to the 
position Walker is vacating. seminary faculty required trustee ap-

Walker has been one of the chief proval. Southern Seminary's trustee 
apologists for Southern Seminary's executive committee elected Akin as­
move to a more conservative direc- sociate professor of Christian theolo-
tion under Mohler) administration. gy Feb. 6. . 
As dean of students, he has cultivated Both Akin and Walker face signif-
a small cadre of students who have icant challenges in their new roles. 
sought ways to speak in churches and • The seminary's transformation un­
in media reports ~n order to give a der Mohler's administration has 
positive perspective on the semi- alienated most former donors and the 
nary's turbulent transition. school's alumni, meaning Walker 

Mohler praised Walker as one who will have to build a new base of ti­
has brought "incredible gifts and un- nancial support from individuals and 

groups who support the. seminaryl s 
new direction. 

Meanwhile, the seminary is await­
ing news of its status with three ac­
crediting agencies which have been 
investigating changes in the school's 
faculty hiring policies and other is­
sues. 

The Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States and Can­
ada met Jan. 25 to consider what ac­
tions, if any, it will take against the 
seminary. Mohler was summoned to 
a brief meeting with A TS accreditors 
that day in Pittsburgh, but the semi­
nary has not yet received a final re­
port from ATS. 

The Southern Association of Col-
. leges and Schools and the Council on 

Social Work Edtii;:ation also are eval~ 
uating their accreditation of the semi­
nary and should issue similar reports 
in the coming weeks. 

Kelley nominated at New Orleans Seminary 
NEW ORLEANS - Chuck 

Kelley, a 43-year-old evangelism pro­
fessor at New Orleans Baptist Theo- • 
logical Seminary, has been nominat­
ed to succeed Landrum Leavell as 
seminary president. 

Leavell retired from the seminary 
presidency at the end of 1994, but the 
trustee committee seeking his succes­
sor ha3 faced several setbacks. 

New Orleans Seminary trustees 
have been called to a meeting on cam­
pus Feb. 42-23 to vote on Kelley' s 
nomination, according to Morris 
Anderson, chairman of the trustee 
presidential seafch committee and 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Pi-
geon Forge, Tenn. . . 

Anderson said the 12-member 
search committee reached a unani­
mous decision to recommend Kelley 

during a Feb. 6 meeting. 
Kelley is a pop1.1clar professor on 

campus and a popular speaker at con­
ferences across the nation. 

The New Orleans search commit­
tee had been close to nominating two 
other individuals for the post, but both 
declined _the nomination. The com­
mittee first chose Jim Henry, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Orlando, 
Fla., and current SBC president. 

After Henry declined to be nomi­
nated, the committee looked to Fred 
Lowery, a Louisiana pastor. Lowery 
declined the nomination soon after 
seminary alumni and others ques­
tioned his credentials. 

Kelley has been director of the 
seminary's Center gf Evangelism and . 
Church Growth and chairman of the 
seminary's largest division, pastoral 

ministries, since 1993. He also has 
been the Roland Q.Leavell Professor 
of Evangelism since 1983. 

He was the seminary's director of 
field education from 1983-93. He also 
has been director and an itinerant 
evangelist with Innovative Evange­
lism Inc. since 1975. 

A native of Beaumont, Texas, 
Kelley received a doctorate in preach­
ing from New Orleans Seminary in 
1983, a master' s degree in biblical . 
studies from New Orleans in 1978 
and a bachelor' s degree in philosophy 
from Baylor University in 1974. 

Kelley is the brother of Dorothy 
Patterson, wife of Paige Patterson, 
president of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake For­
est, N.C. 

Based on a Baptist Press report 
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KENTUCKY 
Kentuckians praised for relief efforts 
Continued from page 1 
base of operations to Fairlea, an unin­
corporated community in the south­
eastern comer of the state. Since units 
from North Carolina were handling 
emergency food preparation, Ken­
tuckians devoted their efforts to re­
moving mud and debris from homes. 

About 15 volunteers were on hand 
at any one time. After sleeping on cots 
at First Baptist Church ofFairlea, they 
traveled 12 miles west to Alderson: 
About 250 homes sustained water 
damage in the town, which only has 
1,400 residents. 

Kentucky crews took mud out of 
eight residences in Alderson, includ­
ing one three-level dwelling that had 
water up to the ceilings on the second 
floor. 

But on-site coordinator Mike 
Klein, a member of Victory Baptist 
Church in Lexington, said the most 
fervent reaction came from the last 
homeowner they assisted. 

"He couldn't believe we weren't 
going to charge him anything," said 
Klein, who also is coordinator for 
Kentucky Brotherhood's north cen­
tral region. "We had eight men that 
day and he said it would have taken 
him a month to do that work. 

"Before we left we had prayer, and 
he had tears streaming down his face. 
He didn't accept the Lord, but _we 
planted some big seeds. We were·go-

•• , •• disa . 
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ing to go back the next day, but we 
got snowed out. So I called the (Bap­
tist) pastor there to get him to follow 
up." • 

Ironically, Blackwell, the pastor of • 
First Baptist Church of Fairlea, had 
just agreed to serve as a volunteer co­
ordinator for West Virginia's state 
Brotherhood when the floods came. 

His church hosted so many volun­
teers from Kentucky and North Caro­
lina they almost ran out of Sunday 
school classrooms to use as sleeping 
quarters. But what impressed him the 
most was the visitor§' optimistic spir­
it. 

"The men came in and said, 
'We're here and we're ready to go to 
work,'" the pastor said. "Any disaster 
is a bit chaotic. But they were ready 
to go out and help whoever they could 
and be a tremendous witness in the 
process." 

Bill Hinton, a member of Edge­
wood Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, 
said residents seemed overwhelmed 
by the willingness of relief crews to 
help them get their lives back in or­
der. 

In addition, he said the relief effort 
is one way to counteract society's 
.selfishness. 

"We're doing something for 
someone else without any reward or 
compensation," he said. "That's very 
·gratifyinMo me:·" '· - ✓• · -· 

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS Doris Mitchell 
(right) of First Baptist Church in Russell and 
Terry Hale of Calvary Baptist in Franklin don 
the protective garb necessary for mud-out 
work. The two were among Kentucky 
Baptist volunteers working in West Virginia 
after recent floods. (Photo by Larry Brannin) 

However, Jean Porter of Russell 
First Baptist Church insisted the 
workers aren't heroes. 

"God gets the credit because he set 
the example," she said. "If he were 
here in human flesh, he would be 
down there mopping floors and shov­
'eiing·mud.'' • -c·. ' • • - • 
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'Shoebox Blessings' seeking shoes for Bosnia 
LOUISVILLE-On ':1e heels of a 

successful missions project called 
"Shoebox Blessings,' · .: mbers of 
Ninth & 0 Baptist Chu, h in Louis­
ville have found another way to put 
feet to their faith. 

Phase II of the project will put new 
or slightly used shoes on the feet of 
children and senior adults in Bosans­
ka Krupa, Bosnia. 

Last fall, the Louisville church and 
its pastor, Rodney Burnette, ·led a 
drive to send nearly 3,000 "shoebox 
blessings" to Bosnia. Tho_se boxes 

contained a variety of gifts for chil­
dren. 

At the same time, the church 
shipped crates of medical supplies 
and clothing to the region. 

Fifty churches participated in the 
first phase of the project, Burnette 
said. 

Now the church is appealing for 
help to fill boxes with shoes of all siz­
es. 

Individuals or churches may do­
nate new or slightly used shoes or 
cash to purchase new shoes at a bulk 

rate of $22 per pair. Shoes to be do­
rnited should be appropriate for win­
ter wear, clean and boxed. 

Donations should be sent by 
March 1 to Ninth & 0 Baptist 
Church, 2921 Taylor Blvd., Louis­
ville, Ky. 40208. 

The boxes of shoes will be shipped 
to Bosnia the second week in March. 
They will be distributed in Bosnia by 
Southern Baptist missionaries, the 
Red Cross and Baptist volunteers. A 
gospel note will be placed in each 
box, B umette said. 

KBC's Russia Christmas bags 
delayed but finally arrive 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

Christmas gift bags collected by Kentucky Baptists and 
sent to Russian children never intersected with the 
evangelism team that went to Moscow last December to 
distribute them. 

Due to multiple delays after the gifts left Lancaster, Pa., 
bound for Russia, the 11-member partnership missions · 
team could not distribute the gifts and returned from Russia 
Jan. 9. 

However, the Kentucky Baptist Convention Brotherhood 
department, which directed the project, received word 
recently that the bags finally were released from customs 
around Jan. 25. 

Although three weeks late for Russia's Christmas, the 
bags will be distributed, at the discretion of Central Baptist 
Church and Russian Baptist union leaders in Moscow, team 
members reported. 

Accounts still vary as to the reason for the delay of the . 
bags, which were shipped in a 44-foot cargo container 
under the auspices of the Josh McDowell Foundation. 

'The truth is, we don't know where they were held up," 
said Jan Coleman, a member of the gift evangelism team 
and office assistant for the KBC Brotherhood department 

"We were told several stories," she explained. "First they 
said that they weren't able to get them out of customs; then 
they told us they were still out of the country." 
. This is the second year for the gift evangelism project, a 

joiri( effort by Kentucky Baptist Woman's Missionary Union, 
Kentucky Brotherhood and the KBC partnership missions 
office. 

In the fall of 1995, Kentucky Baptists collected almost 
15,000 bags filled with toiletry items, candy, school 
supplies, T-shirts and crayons. Collectors also donated $3 
per bag to pay for a Russian New Testament, an imprinted 
yo-yo and shipping costs. 

The bags were intended to be distributed in Russia 
during that country's traditional Christmas celebration, 
which falls the first week of January. 

Despite a major shift in plans, the gift evangelism team 
found a variety of ways to minister while in Russia. 

Since the gifts arrived late the previous year as well, the 
team went prepared to be flexible, explained Bob Simpkins, 
team leader and KBC Brotherhood director. 

During evenings at the hotel, the team studied the 
"Experiencing God" discipleship materials 
. "We felt like we needed to join God in whatever was 
happening," Simpkins explained. "We studied and thought 
about what God would have us do-regardless of what we 
came to do." 

':The question came up, 'What is a gift anyway?"' 
Coleman said, noting they realized gifts may be in the form 
of relationships-a ministry of presence-as well as in 
tangible Christmas bags. 

Group members took advantage of every opportunity to 
minister, whether in church buildings or on the Metro, they 
said. 

"We attended (Christmas) performances at Central 
Baptist Church in Moscow and helped give out other gifts 
they had prepared ... for about 2,000 children," Coleman 
explained. 

The team assisted leaders with other church and 
regional Christmas programs as well. 

Simpkins said he believes in the project's effectiveness 
despite the difficulties in shipments. He advocates that the 
project should continue next year, but with changes to 
increase cost effectiveness and decrease the risk that the 
gifts might not arrive on time. 

A decision will be made by the three agencies involved 
later in the year. 
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More on anti-Christ 
Concerning the article "Anti­

Christ not a person" (Baptist Forum, 
Jan. 30): The wheat and tares is a 
great teaching, but can it limit resur­
rection to one time? 

Consider "the rest of the dead lived 

OPINION 
not again until the thousand years 
were finished," Revelation 20:5. This 
says "first resurrection" to indicate 
more. 

Also, the earliest resurrection after 
Jesus rose- Matthew 27:53-did the 
saints receive the glorified body? 
He's first, these shortly followed. 

The often-used I Thessalonians 
4: 16-17 speaks of the "dead in Christ" 
and we which are alive (in Christ) be­
ing caught up. However, it makes no 
mention of the dead and lost. When 
do they rise? Could it be the ·Great 
White Throne judgment of Revela­
tion 20: 11-14 when death and hell are 

judged? Are not the saved judged at 
the judgment seat of Christ? II Corin­
thians 5: 10. 

Second, concerning the anti­
Christ, to be a near-perfect counter­
feit, he would need a body, incarnate­
impostor. II Thessalonians 2:3-4 calls 
him a man of sin posing as God, and 
Daniel 9:27 an abomination of deso­
lation. 

Lucifer, defeated, is seen as a man: 
Isaiah 14:12-16. 

If Lucifer is not anti-Christ, name 
one who is. 

Frank Fishback 
Edmonton-
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A reason to Celebrate and me make the move "back home." 
• I knew that the Kentucky Baptist 

nancial stewardship. 
The Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

is currently the third largest contribu­
tor of Cooperative Program gifts to 
the KBC. 

I had hoped he would be here 
when the time came for me to hang it 
up. Sixteen years younger, it seemed 
a safe bet. Since he had turned down 
at least three prior opportunities, I had 

Foundation had locked in on the best 
possible candidate for the job. I have 
watched and worked "up close" with 
him for 13 years, challenged by his 
disciplined mind and work liabits. 

begun to take his perma­
nence for granted. 

When, in the fall, Barry 
Allen shared with me that 
he had agreed to be consid­
ered as the new president 
for the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation, I sensed he 
would be leaving his 25-
year post with the Execu­
tive Board for a new and 
exciting challenge. 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

As job demands and 
programs increased, he ac­
cepted added respbrisibili­
ties with vigor. The busi­
ness and finance committee 
of the Executive Board ac­
knowledged and affirmed 
his giftedness and effec­
tivenes·s. No one knows 
better than I, however, just 
how important he has been 
to this organization and 

Our friendship made it 
possible for me to "bless" 

William W. Marshall team. 

him, but on that day I felt as though 
that proverbial mule had kicked me in 
the stomach! This was a significant 
loss to me and to the I\BC Executive 
Board. 

It was Barry who met me at the 
airport on a cold February evening in 
1983. He managed a host of impor­
tant details which helped my family 

The Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation gets more than a "compe­
tent business manager" as their new 
president. He takes with him 25 years 
of relationships with KBC institution­
al leadership, civic leaders, banking 
officials and a host of Baptist pastors 
across the state in whose churches are 
numberless Baptists who, in time, will 
seek Barry's counsel about their fi-

The remarkable growth in recent 
years of the corpus managed by the 
Foundation bears testimony to the 
confidence and trust Kentucky Bap­
tists have in this agency. 

My family and I believe in the 
-ministry of the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation and have established an 
endowment with them which will 
benefit our Kentucky Baptist mission 
beyond the years of our lives. 

Kentucky Baptists have reason to 
be grateful for the the 25-year contri­
bution which Barry Allen has made 
to the mission of God through the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

We may also celebrate the fact that 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
made a visionary choice in the selec­
tion of Barry Allen to lead this agen­
cy of mission support into the 21st 
century. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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What if I'm afraid 
of being hurt again? 
By Harry Rowland 

Q I'm divorced and was hurt, 
then I met someone and was hurt. 
Now I'm afraid to get close to 
anyone. 

A It is_ natural for people who 
have had a significant relation­
ship come to an end to be hurt 
and then afraid of another rela­
tionship. This is compounded 
when one also has also experi­
enced the pain of divorce. 

For many outsiders, divorce 
doesn't appear to carry the pain 
that most every divorced person 
feels. Divorce leaves invisible 
scars and the assumption can be 
that the whole ordeal is over 
when the papers are signed. 

Thanks to God's grace, a high 
percentage of divorcees come to 
terms with the fear of trusting 
again and new relationships. 

Unfortunately, a few become 
prisoners of fear. Here are some 
thoughts that can help: 

I Consider your best interests. 
If vou live life controlled by fear, 

- ·1 •• yot 'may' nv&'th'e' Pest'of yMt 'life'., 
• alone-.'- It" is always in· your best 

interest to trust, forgive and 
grow. 

I Examine your choices. If 
you have stopped dating, be­
come a workaholic or poured 
yourself into hobbies or children, 
you may be running away from 
your problems and not working 
at resolving them. Flight stimu­
lates fears. 

I Anticipate your future. God 
wants you to have a great future, 
so look ahead five years. If you 
embrace fear now, you will lose 
many opportunities to experi­
ence love. 

I Give yourself time. You are 
not ready for the future until you 
have finished the business of the 
past. Time is a luxury you can 
afford, but use it to promote heal­
ing not fear. 

I Recognize that if you want 
satisfying relationships, you 
have to work at them. Your rela­
tionships are not going to be any 
better than what you are willing 
to make them. Taking risks and 
changing behaviors are basic 
parts of life. 

I Admit your fears verbally to 
the next one you date. This puts 
the other person on notice and 
may help things move at a better 
pace and keep communication 
honest. 

It's been said that fear is like 
·a python. At first it feels warm 
and friendly as it wraps itself 
around you, but when it begins 
to squeeze, you feel the pain. It is 
best to step beyond your fears 
before they strangle you. 

Harry Rowland is pastor of Fort 
Mitchell Baptist Church. 



If Cupid shoots his arrow, can 
it strike both parties at once? 

HESAID Here's a bit of Valentine's Day 
theology: If you don't thirik God has 
a sense of humor, just consider how 
different he made men and women 
in their abilities to relate to each 
other. 

It's a wonder anyone ever gets 
married. 

The problem isn't the man falling 
in love with the woman or the 

Mark Wingfield woman falling in love with the man. 
Rather, the problem is getting the 

man to fall in love with the woman and the woman to fall 
in love with the man at the same time. 

Timing is everything. 
Now I'll be the first to admit men aren't the most 

perceptive lot when it comes to romance. It's probably an 
understatement to say that it often takes a bolt of 
lightning, handwriting on the wall and someone painting 
a picture-all combined-for us to know what we ought 
to do in the world of romance. 

I know this is true because I once-OK, maybe 
twice-became Exhibit A for the prosecution, and Alison 
isn't about to let me forget it. 

Yes, I'm the one who first broke off our courtship 
.when it started looking too serious. But she's the one 
who had the audacity to start dating someone else! 

Envy may be one of the seven deadly sins, but it sure 
caH motivate a guy toward commitment. • 

' At least we have funny dating stories to tell our 
children when they're older. Funny with me as the butt of 
the jokes, of course. Now if I could just convince Alison 
to stop telling these sordid tales when the women gather 
to exchange stories at Sunday school parties. 

SHESAID Romance isn't everything. I know 
that. The sticking together through 
thick and thin, realizing and forgiving 
each other's faults, and just plain 
making it through another day is the 
true test of love. 

But is it too much to ask for just a 
little romance? 

Men can be romantic when they 
. . . . really try, but they seem to need a !ot 
Alison Wmgf1eld of reminding to get them to think 

about it. 
Exhibit A (Mark) already needs reminding of the 

significance of Valentine's Day in our on-again-off-again 
dating relationship. 

V-day marks the time we got back together after our 
first break-up from dating (when Mark turned tail and ran 
because we were getting along too well). Valentine's Day 
also provided the bolt of lightning needed to jolt Mark's 
light bulb and help him realize he wanted to marry me­
six months after our dating relationship had broken up 
for the second time. It should be noted that we were 
living in two different cities at the time. 

I almost didn't send that lightning bolt gift-a new 
recording by an artist we both like-because I had just 
about given up hope that Mark would finally see the light. 
I was afraid of embarrassing myself more than I already 
had. But to · make ·a long story longer, the ·tape made him 
realize that we belonged together, and five months later 
we were married. • 

Timing is everything. 

Mark Wingfield is interim editor of the Western Recorder. 
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer. 

OPINION .. ,., _____ _ 
Lessons from 'Mr. Holland-'s Opus' 

This column rarely is used to endorse motion pic­
tures. However, every once in a great while, Holly­
wood manages to slip through a movie that is so ex­
traordinary, so exemplary of what more movies ought 
to be tlrat a positive word is in order. 

The Christian community rightly has criticized 
Hollywood for spewing out too much filth and not 
enough that is redemptive and inspiring. So when an. 
outstanding movie comes along, we ought to be the 
first to commend it, using positive reinforcement to 

p_ass, his students begin learning and he becomes a 
life-changing role model. 

I Passion produces results. Mr. Holland becomes 
a success as a teacher because he becomes passionate 
about teaching. This principle is true not just of teach­
ing but in all of life. • 

Perhaps the problem with American society today 
is the only thing most people are passionate about is 
themselves. What is your mission in life? How are 
you using the life God has given you to make a differ-

let producers know we desperately want 
more from the same well from which this 
was drawn. 

EDITORIAL 
ence in this world? What are you passion­
ate about? 

Such a moment has arrived with the release of "Mr. 
I Public school teachers are valuable 

resources. The Christian community in recent years 
has focused ad nauseum on the sorry conditions in 
public schools and in the process has maligned many 
a dedicated Christian teacher who has stayed in the 
system and continued making a difference. 

Holland's Opus," the heart-warming story of a reluc­
tant high school music teacher who becomes an in­
spiration and guide to hundreds of students across 
three decades. 

This is a movie with so little profanity that I could 
count the times a foul word was uttered (three) yet 
with so much emotion that I lost count of the number 
of times I cried. 

School systems do not teach children; teachers do. 
As long as committed Christian men and women con­

. tinue to teach, there is hope for our schools. 

It is not an overtly religious film, although the 
moral lessons it teaches are clearly based on Judeo­
Christian principles. 

I Even an imperfect person can make a difference 
in the lives of others. Despite his successes at school­
or sometimes because of them-Mr. Holland faces 
difficulties at home. Life also deals him some hard 
blows. He is less than a perfect father and husband, 
although in the end he makes good, redemptive choic­
es. 

Here are several important lessons we can learn 
from this movie: • 

I Role models are essential. Mr. Holland (played 
by Richard Dreyfuss) begins his teaching career at­
tempting to do as little as possible to get by. And his 
students respond in kind. 

A turning point comes when the school principal 
(played by Olympia Dukakis) corners Mr. Holland in 
the hallway one qay after school. Students need two 
things from their teachers, she advises: the facts of the 
subject under study and the example of the teacher as 

Yet these difficulties do not derail him or negate 
the outstanding things he does. The Bible teaches us a 
similar lesson: God uses ordinary, imperfect people 
to do extraordinary things. 

a moral compass. • 
Once Mr. Holland sees himself as a moral com-

- Mark Wingfield 

■ If you want to send a positive reinforcement to the people 
responsible for "Mr. Holland's Opus," address your com­
ments to: Michael Eisner, Walt Disney Co. or Richard Cook, 
Buena Vista Pictures Distribution, 3900 W. Alameda Ave., 
Tower Building Suite 2400, Burbank, Calif. 91521. 

Have you -paid your child support at church? 
Occasionally, a newspaper carries 

an account of the police department 
running a "sting operation" where 
hundreds of people are brought to jus­
tice because they have not provided 
resources for their families. 

Often a judge will incarcerate a 
person for failing to make child sup­
port payments. 

Sunday school departments operate 
weekly with as little as 25 percent to 
50 percent of the leadership required 
to meet the spiritual needs of these 
children. • 

Those who do give of their time 
and heart to staff these departments 
are not able to teach in the manner that 

best enables children 

ble is made available for their chil­
dren. 

,I The entire membership must 
join forces with the parents to bolster 
these ranks with the very best person­
nel possible. 

One of the blights 
on this generation has 
been the proliferation 

COMMENTARY to learn about Jesus 
and, when the time is 
right, give their hearts 

I Church leaders, such as pastors, 
staff members and deacons, must 
keep before the membership the 
growing need for members to pre­
pare themselves for. this task. 

of parents, especially fathers, who fail 
to honor the obligations they have to 
their children. Generally, citizens 
consider this practice to be despica­
ble; one can hardly be accused of any­
thing worse than allowing a child to 
go without proper shelter or food. 

Today's churches have children 
who are being denied proper encour­
agement .and opportunities for ade­
quate nourishment. Because this form 
of "child abuse" is not addressed in 
the courts of the land, nor are there 
newspapers carrying accounts of this 
denial of basic privileges, most peo­
ple and probably all offenders do not 
even realize how rampant the practice 
is. 

The lack of child support I am talk­
ing a\xmt is that every Sunday of the 
year, Bible study departments for pre­
schoolers and children are scandal­
ously short of Bible teachers. Many 

and lives to him. For many of these 
workers, keeping order or just tend­
ing to the physical needs of the chil­
dren takes up most of their time. 

Most Christian educators under­
stand that the intense pressures on 
people in today's society have caused 
many potential leaders to be so much 
in need of spiritual help for them­
selves that they unwittingly have riot 
been available to address these 
mounting needs of children. Regard­
less of the reasons, the children are 
going without "proper nourishment" 
and no one knows what the ultimate 
results may be in their lives as they 

• mature. 
There are many possible solutions 

to this dilemma, but space will allow 
for only a few suggestions: 

I Parents of the children must step 
forward and provide the manpower 
to make sure the best teaching possi-

I Teachers of adult classes in our 
churches are -the answer to this prob­
lem. Every Sunday they have oppor­
tunity to "spiritually prepare their 
class members" to be able to meet 
this assignment. The adult teachers 
i:nust aggressively attack this prob­
lem and pray that the Lord will give 
them wisdom in training their class 
members to mature in the Lord and 
to be on the front lines of providing 
for the needs of these babies. As long 
as members feel their own teachers 
do not want them to leave the "nest 
of learning," they will never meet the 
challenge. 

In the secular realm, failure to pay 
child support brings instant attention 
and sorrow to the offending parties. 
Dare we Christians not take the same 
question as seriously: "Have you 
paid your child support?" 

Bill Taylor 
SJ!C Sunday School Board 
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OPINION 
Should ·Kentucky pass a concealed weapons bill? 

uAn honest, 
trained citizen can 
use the possibility 
of self-protection 

to prevent much 
crime." 

"This bill would 
Increase the 

likelihood that Mr. 
Average Citizen 

will use his 
weapon against 

someone whom he 
never intended to 

harm." 

By Charles Blair 
• Director of missions 

West Kentucky B~ptist 
Association • 

When Peter used his "bootleg" 
sword against a member of the San­
hedrin militia, armed with sticks (for 
only Romans and outlaws had 
swords!), Jesus gently replaced the 
man's ear, telling his impetuous dis­
ciple, "It is enough." 

The pacifist view, an honorable 
part of our heritage, builds on this dra­
matic moment to oppose all violence, 
war, even self-defense .. Certainly no 
one should be forced to carry arms 
against conscience. But is this the 
only view possible for a believer? 

For here is the crux of the discus­
sion on "concealed-carry" laws now 
facing Kentucky. Christian opposi­
tion must finally come to grips with 
this issue: Is there any biblical right 
of self-defense? 

"Turn the other cheek." "Gentle 
Jesus, Meek and Mild." "Put up the 
sword." All are scriptural. 

But it was this "gentle Jesus" who 
twice strode into the temple, over­
threw the money-changers' tables, 
and with a whip drove the criminals 

By Rick Shannon 
Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Pikeville 

T_he world certainly can be a scary 
place. Statistical evidence aside, there 
is a pervasive feeling in America that 
we are an increasingly violent nation . 
Growing numbers of our people seem 
to readily choose violent methods of 
resolving conflicts. 

That being the case, the current 
debate about the wisdom of allowing 
citizens to carry concealed deadly 
weapons is understandable. All of us 
can identify with the desire to be 
equipped with the means to protect 
ourselves and the ones we love. 

However, we are too quick to es­
• pouse simplistic solutions to complex 
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from his Father's house. Once, early 
in his ministry, he so impressed the 
honest, but helpless (unarmed) Nico­
demus with this act of violence that 
the teacher came to the Teacher to 
ask, "How did you do that? It must be 
from God!" 

Then, at the beginning of passion 
week, he bracketed his ministry with 
a second violent claim to divine au­
thority. Jesus was not crucified for 
saying, "Behold the lilies of the field, 
how they grow," but "Behold the 
thieves of the temple, how they steal!" 

On the crucial night before the 
cross, our Lord instructed his closest 
followers to arm themselves, so that 
no Satanic · &ttack could short-circuit 
the Via Dolorosa. Only when the hour 
had come and the sword was no long­
er needed did he instruct them to "put 
up" (not ''throw ~way") the swqrd. 

The purpose of a legal concealed 
weapon is similar. It will not keep us 
from finally facing God's judgment, 
but it . may 
lengthen our 
days and make 
them . more . 
peaceable. An 
honest, trained 
citizen can use 

the possibility of self-protection to 
prevent much crime, whether the pro­
tection is a cellular phone or CB, sim­
ply looking alert, or making would­
be criminals think twice. 

Statistics on this issue vary. Oppo­
nents concede that statistics do not 
prove their case (Courier-Journal, 
Jan. 2~). By the way, several Courier 
employees might still be alive if this 
law had been in force in 1989. 

• Florida has a long track record, but 
waves of immigrants, many of them 
illegal, have skewed that state's sta­
tistics. Even there, only 0.017 percent 
of over 300,000 licensees have lost 
licenses for firearms-related crimes. 
Police officers have little to fear from 
honest, trained citizens. 

· Forty-two states have similar laws. 
Of 27 with laws in force long enough 
to study, none had any increase in to­
tal criminal acts. There has been a 
marked decline in violence against the 
weak and helpless, according to Gary 

Cleek in "Hand­
gun Violence." 

Guns do not 
cause violence. 
In the "gun­
free" climate of 
prison, violent 

problems, and I 1 · ~ ·.--.~ I I you. harm has 
think we are . • . . . , • 

1 
( the ',element .of 

b~~~~ s~pf:11;~e here'. It's a\;thdugh • \iurpiisl bnl111i's1de:·~~'t1fr~osi~s~ 
we are saying, "Arm the citizenry and suredly act in a manner that reduces 
the bad guys will finally get theirs. the possibility that you can use a 
They'll think twice about messing weapon, even if you had one. 
with a guy who may have a gun;'' I do not see the potential here for 

Proponents of this measure appar- reducing vulnerability to crime so 
ently assume it will help produce a mush as I see a formula for tragedy. 
society where the criminal element . This bill would increase the likeli­
begins to walk in fear due to the pos- hood that Mr. Average Citizen will 
sibility that Mr. Average Citizen has use his weapon against someone 
a gun. They also assume that said av- whom he never intended to harm. 
erage citizen would never even be Two recent news accounts told the 
tempted to employ that gun under any heartbreaking stories of fathers who 
circumstances except the most ex- shot what they believed to be intrud­
treme where self-defense was a must. ers but wound up killing their daugh­
Neither assumption is demonstrably ters. I believe this bill would be more 
true. likely to increase the number of those 

The criminal who intends to .do tragedies than to decrease crime. 

crimes abound. Recently, we have 
even seen a religious statuette used in • 
a crime. 

Principles come before statistics. 
Plymouth Rock Foundation's FAC­
Sheet quotes George Washington: 
"From the hour the Pilgrims landed, 
to the present day, events, occurrenc­
es and tendencies prove that to ensure 
peace, security and happiness, the ri­
fle and pistol are equally indispens­
able." Madison, Hamilton and 
George Mason spoke in favor of ''the 
people ... who are peaceable citizens 
... keeping their own arms." 

Much opposition emphasizes the 
current right of the "open carry." But 
(I) the same people often oppose all 
weapons, wanting disarmament; and 
(2) surely an open weapon is less civ­
ilized, more "wild-western" than a 
small pistol in a lady's handbag or 
under a gentleman's coat. 

Kentucky's proposal requires 
training and excludes felons and drug/ 
alcohol abusers from permits. With 
firm enforcement, and care to keep 
weapons from small children, we 
should be a safer society . 

"Will the writer take advantage of 
the law if passed," you may ask? Let's 
waitand let some criminal find out. 

Inasmuch as this bill puts more 
gu.µs jn the hands of more people, it 

•. will• elevate,; IA@t-,lower.,,the.Je\!el.of 
• • 'violent'irirefacnon amorig the popu­

lace. We do not know how many 
heated arguments might tum deadly 
if a deadly weapon were easily avail­
able. Human behavior being what it 
is, we cannot kid ourselves into be­
lieving that losing control and acting 
irrationally is a rare thing. 

All of us want to feel safe. If this 
bill would accomplish that, with no ill 
effects, I'd be for it. It won't. 

If the proliferation of guns could 
make a country safe, we already 
would be ·the safest nation on earth. 
Yet, in spite of the ease with which 
we can buy firearms, we feel increas­
ingly vulnerable. This bill won't help 
and may do lots of harm. 
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Congress mandates TV blocking option 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-A 
sweeping telecommunications refonn 
bill signed Feb. 8 by President Clin­
ton requires manufacturers to put a 
device in television sets to allow par­
ents to block violent and other objec­
tionable programs. 

The overhaul package also con­
tains provisions intended to encour­
age telecommunications competition. 

But the requirement for a so-called 
"v-chip" in television sets and regula- . 
tions of Internet communications are 
drawing criticism from free-speech 
advocates. The law includes a .provi­
sion establishing criminal penalties of 
up to $250,000 in fines and two years 
in prison for people who put "inde-
cent" material on the-Internet, • 

.The House approved the confer­
ence report on the reform measure 
Feb. 1 by a vote of 414-16. The Sena 
ate approved it 91-5, and President 
Clinton signed the bill Feb. 8. 

U:nder the v-chip provision, an ad­
visory committee will recommend a 
system for rating television shows. 
The law encourages broadcasters to 
implement their own rating system 

within a year. After· that, the Federal 
Communications Commission may 
accept the broadcasters' proposal or 
recommend another system. 

Broadcasters would use the rating 
system to accompany certain pro­
grams with a signal to the v-chip, 
which would block a show from air­
ing on the set if the chip is activated 
by parents. 

Critics charge a government-man­
dated rating system is unconstitution­
al. 

"Any legislation that requ_ires the 
rating of televi_sion programs based 
on their inclusion of violence, depic­
tions of sexual misconduct or the like 
is a content-based burden on speech," 
said Rep. Jack Fields, R-Texas. 

A spokesman for Fields said some 
. Republican colleagues would dis­
agree, but parents, not government, 
should change the channel. He said 
government staying out of those kinds 
ofdecisions is "the best part of con­
servatism." 

The provision banning "indecent" 
speech on the Internet has drawn crit­
icism from civil-liberties groups and 

abortion-rights activists. 
The American Civil Liberties 

Union has said it will file a legal chal­
lenge to the ban on certain Internet 
material, saying the language of the 
bill is too broad. 

In addition, Rep. Pat Schroeder, 
D-Colo, has raised concern over a 
provision she says will prevent infor­
mation on the Internet that tells where 
and how an abortion may be obtained. 

The provision, added by Rep. 
Henry Hyde, R-Ill., extends the 1873 
Comstock Act enacted to stop inde­
cent material from being transferred 
through the mail. The act covered in­
fonnation on birth control and abor­
tions. In 1971, Congress deleted the 
prohibition on birth control, but the 
abortion provision remains. 

Hyde said the measure does not 
interfere with the freedom to discuss 
the topic of abortion over the Internet. 
The language "prohibits the use of 
interactive computer service for the 
explicit purpose of selling, procuring 
or facilitating the sale of drugs, medi­
cine or other devices intended for use 
in producing abortions," Hyde said. 

Appeal denied for Lutheran · pension · case 
MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)-The barred investments in companies do- . ed to carry out Lutheran principles in 

Minnesota Supreme Court . will not ing business in South Africa. The their investment strategies. 
review a lower court's dismissal of a group said the restrictions-based on "The most important part of the 

_ s~~t c?all~n~ing~ the in_ve.strrient poli- a churc~-po~icy 1~t.§PYl!b..4,fr~£,(_S"""'"jYPR1$ s~eci§.thjit the appellate.court 
1;cief~f;.\he1~;v~1~t}J~~tAm~~ran h@,¥,tht1~~:SY.~!~m, We\~ ll _sm~_meant ' r~c?gm~~d that;ch!-lrch~s can apI?lY 

Cfiurch m 1X'menca. the board's mvestment pohcy was .tlieir rebg1ous pnnc1ples m the admm-
The court, without comment, an- based on reltgious grounds rather fi- • istration of their pension plans," said 

nounced Jan. 25 that it will not review · . nancial interest. Robert Rydland, an ELCA attorney. 
a ruling last November by the Minne- In the suit, Basich and the others Basich said he has "no intention 
sota Court of Appeals, which dis- contended that the fund didn't make whatsoever of accepting the Su­
missed the suit on grounds that it as much money as it might have be- preme Court's abdication of their 
lacked jurisdiction to intervene in in- cause of the investment restrictions. duty as the final word in this strug­
ternal church policy matters. That alleged underperfonnance, they gle. We absolutely will not give up 

The suit, brought by a group of said, could affect their potentialretire- the fight. We will immediately con­
pastors led by Thomas Basich of St. ment income. sider all options, in~luding an appeal 
Paul, challenged a policy of the de- Church lawyers argued that trust- to the Supreme Court of the United 
nomination's Board of Pensions that ees of the pension board were obligat- States." 

Judgment against Christian Scientists stands 
INDEPENDENCE, Minn. (RNS) 

-The Supreme Court Jan. 22 let 
stand a Minnesota appeals court's 
$1.5 million damage judgment 
against four Christian Scientists, in­
cluding the mother of a Minnesota 
boy who died from diabetes treated 
with prayer instead of medicine. 

Without comment, the court re­
jected arguments that the award won 
by the boy's father violated religious 
freedom. The boy's parents are di­
vorced. 

The case had been closely watched 

since the death of 11-year-old Ian 
Lundman of Independence, Minn., in 
1989.' It is an example of the dash 
between Christian Science belief, 
which relies on spiritual healing rath­
er than conventional medicine, and 
secular law. 

The case involved the mother, her 
son's stepfather, a Christian Science 
practitioner and a Christian Science 

. nurse. They called the case an urgent 
issue of re.ligious freedom with an 
importance to Christian Scientists that 
"can scarcely be overstated." 

Victor Westberg, an official at the 
church's headquarters in Boston, said 
the court's decision penalized the 
members but did not threaten the 
church itself. "We'll still continue to 
practice our religion as we have done 
for over 100 years," he told the New 
York Times. 

The justices also turned down, 
without comment; an appeal filed by 
Douglass Lundman, the boy's father, 
to reinstate a jury award of $9 million 
in punitive damages against the Chris­
tian Science church. 

Does Valentine's Day have religious meaning? 
Continued from page 1 
tion of personal and business corre­
spondence mostly among members of 
a Norfolk, England, family between 
1422 and 1529. 

In the 17th century, the link be­
tween faith and infatuation grew 
stronger. Clergy, wanting to lower the 
intensity of amorous notes written by 
some in their flocks, suggested sub­
stituting saint names for the names of 
lovers. The aim, said Miller: "Elimi­
nate all the romantic and sexual over­
tones." 

Soon, "Dear Valentine" was a 

common love-letter salutation, gain­
ing popularity from the earlier con­
nection. 

.While most scholars now are con­
vinced of the medieval roots of Val­
entine's Day, some historians have 
argued otherwise. '.fhey suggest that _ 
early Christians established Valen­
tine' s feast day to counter pagan ob­
servances honoring Februata Juno, a 
Roman goddess of love, and Luper­
calia, an ancient Roman love festival. 

But most scholars discount the pa­
gan connection. 

Neverth_eless, nearly 1,700 • after 

his death, St. Valentine and his lega­
cy continue to be shrouded in mys­
tery-and misunderstanding. 

For proof, just ask the folks at St. 
Valentine's Church in Peru, Ill., 100 
miles west of Chicago. 

Why was the church named for the 
patron saint of lovers? 

"Some of the original founders, 
the old-timers, named it Valentine 
because of the windows in the 
church," said Pastor Ed Bawiec. 

"The people who gave the win­
dows to the church were named Val­
entine." 
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Alternative -proposed to Religious Right 
What's next? 

WASHINGTON (ABP)­
Jim Wallis, an organizer 

of the Call to Renewal 
movement, said next 

steps for the new group 
include: 

I Networking, ''to 
replicate the Call to 

Renewal in local, city and 
state coalitions." 

I Setting up regional 
conferences and town 

meetings across the 
country. 

I Encouraging local 
churches to sponsor 
candidate forums for 

national, state and local 
elections.to "make sure 
there is a different kind 
of conversation about 
politics in this election 

year." 
I Offering "biblical 
criteria" by which 

candidates for all public 
offices can be evaluated. 

Voter guides produced 
by the movement will not 
be "political litmus tests" 

like those produced by 
the Christian Coalition, 

Wallis said, but will 
identify "what are the 

issues that morally 
concerned Christians 

should be asking about." 
I Holding think tanks to • 

develop new policies. 

Continued from page 1 
debate that simply does not deal with 
the issues. The old options just do not 

• work on the streets of our neighbor­
hoods and our lives." 

Instead of dividing Americans, 
Wallis said, "biblical religion should 
be offered for the healing of the na­
tion." 

~•we must be very careful riot to 
simply be the Religious Left in con­
trast to the Religious Right. We ur­
gently for the sake of the nation need 
to transcend labels that are now dys­
functional," he said. 

'The solution must go deeper than 
politics as usual," he added. "The 
question before us is indeed who 
speaks for God." 

In a statement drafted during the 
meeting, conference participants said 
the Bible demands that Christians be 
concerned about issues such as pov­
erty, race and the environment. 

There appeared to be less consen­
sus, however, about abortion and ho­
mosexuality, which were mentioned 
by various speakers but not addressed 
in the statement. 

Ron Sider, president of Evangeli­
cals for Social Action, issued a strong 
plea for including an anti-abortion 
plank in the group's political agenda. 

"Progressive evangelicals should 
assert without equivocation that abor­
tion on demand is a gross injustice, 
oppose all public funding of abortions 
and work for the legal protection of 
the unborn," Sider said. 

While opposing discrimination • 
against homosexuals, Sider said the 
group should reject parts of the gay­
rights agenda such as support for 
same-sex marriages. 

. "Public policy must both defend 
the civil rights of all citizens, includ­
ing gays and lesbians, while it clearly 
affirms heterosexuality as the societal 
norm," Sider said. 

Eugene Rivers, head of the Ten­
Point Coalition, a church-based inner 
city project in Boston, urged the 
group to "get real" on polarizing is­
sues that nudge many yoters toward 
the Religious Right. 

"We need prophecy on the left," • 
said Rivers, an African-American. 
"It's easy to talk about (Christian Co­
alition head) Ralph Reed, but it's h;rrd 
to speak prophetically about the gay 
community. If you disagree with the 
gay community on sex, then you're 
homophobic. 

"On the feminist issues, there is a 
whole set of dogma," he continued. 
"If you disagree, you're sexist." 

The urge to be politically correct 
prevents liberals from negotiating on 
such issues, Rivers said. 

l.et's Not I.et 
Children Go 
Hungry AtQ!, 

-· Longer! 

Help The Children 
P.O. Box 1511 
Pikeville, Kentucky 41502 
$20 will feed a family for one month 

HELP THE C_WLDREN 
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"If we're really an alternative, it's 
going to be a debate. We're going to 
put it on the table. We're not going to 
dance around it," Rivers said. 

Another_ conference organizer, 
however, urged against letting divi­
sion over homosexuality and abortion 
derail the group's opposition to the 
Religious Right. 

"I feel that we're trying to do too 
much in too-short a period of time," 
Baptist author and evangelist Tony 
Campolo said. "We want to come up 
with these comprehensive statements 
of what we're for. 

"I am a sociologist by trade and I 
say movements are formed not by 
what people are for but what they are 
against," Campolo said. 

Campolo said the Call to Renewal 
is opposed to the Republican Party's 
"Contract with America," which is 
backed by the Christian Coalition. 

. The contract, Campolo said, seeks to 
reduce foreign aid, abolish Head 
Start, eliminate the Department of 
Education, relax laws on gun control, 

relax environmental standards, dis­
mantle health care for the poor, sup­
port capital punishment and abolish a 
welfare system "that needs to be 
fixed, hot nixed." 

"These are the things we are 
against," Campolo said. "I contend 
there is nothing wrong with organiz­
,ing around what we are against." 

When the Call for Renewal was 
announced last year, it had two stated 
objectives, Wallis said. "One was to 
lift up an alternative to the Religious 
Right. That has already begun. We 
have already begun to s_ucceed in do­
ing that. More and more, you are go­
ing to see an alternative voice being 
raised." 

The second, he continued, was ·"to 
begin to envision a new kind of poli­
tics in this country and help the Amer­
ican people move beyond the polar­
ization" between the right and left. 

The latter goal will be "much more 
challenging, much more difficult, 
more exciting and ultimately more 
important," Wallis said. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38 passengers) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 370-6180 
1 (615) 371-6180 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 

A special day of love 
This week we celebrate Valen­

tine's Day. It is a day when all of 
us hope to be remembered in a 
special way. 

All of us can remember special 
Valentine's Days. I remember one 
when SuEllen and I were dating. 
She was a student at Murray and I 
was teaching school in Webster 
County. I made her a box of fudge 

mom trying to raise the children 
by herself after the father has 
gone. She holds down multiple 

jobs, stretches every dime to the 
maximum and forgets about her 
own needs so that her children can 
have the basics. 

Other examples are found in 
foster parents and child care 
workers who give everything they 

and gave her a cook­
book. Looking back on 
my choice of gifts, I 
have to admit that I was 
pretty tight with my 
money and quite for­
ward · with the cook­
book! The time was 
special though just be­
·cause we were togeth­
er. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

have to make a differ­
ence in the lives of 
children who have 
been hurt over and over 
again. 

At this time when 

I'mreminded of one 
foster mom who took a 
little girl i_nto her home 
two years ago. 

we honor love it is im- Curtis C. Mooney 
portant to remember 

The child came to us 
at age five after multi­
ple psychiatric' place­
ments. Together, the 
foster mother and child 

some real expressions 
of love .that bring out its true 
meaning. First, there is the ulti­
mate gift of Jesus Christ. He gave 
his life that we might have it. 
There is no greater love; 

Another example is that of the 
young woman ill prepared for 
parenthood who considers adop­
tion. She loves her child so much 
that she is willing to give up one 
of the most precious relationships 
we know so that her child can 
have a better chance at life. 

Then there is the love of a 

have struggled to over­
come the traumatic effects of the 
abuse. It hasn't been easy but 
Christ's love has been there and a 
mother's love has been there. And 
it will continue to be there for 
now; the foster mother is in the 
process of adopting this precious 
little girl. Now that's a Valen­
tine's Day to remember! 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800)456-1386. WWW 
address: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

Haw ta get rich, 
but not quickly 
By Don Spencer 

It's every investor's dream! 
A money-making technique 
that you can get in on for a pi­
tance then ignore until it's time 
. to reap a great reward. 

Sound like a lost crusade? 
It wasn't for Ann. She's 

been putting aside $75 a month 
for the past two years and has 
earned an annual return of al­
most 22 percent. And it wasn't 
a dream for Martin, who start­
ed saving 50 cents a week in 
1946 and now has more than 
$82,000. 

Ann and Martin have been 
more successful in their quest 
than many professional money 
managers because they stuck to 
some basic principles of invest­
ing: 

I Pay yourself first. Ann and 
Martin invested regularly each 
month. One used payroll de­
ductions and one used automat­
ic check withdrawals. (For the 
Christian, this basic secular 
princ;iple should be stated as 
"Pay God and yourself first.") 

I Every little bit counts. 
That's due to the miracle of 
compound interest and its 
counterpart, dividend reinvest­
ment. Time is on your side 
when investing. I remember the 
savings account pass-book of 
my grandmother's that was 
found after her death. The last 
transaction was many years in 
the past. It was truly amazing 
to the see the effects of com­
pounding on a very small, in­
significant amount of money. It 
had grown over the · years to 
become a significant amount. 
Remember, as an investor, time 
is on your side. 

I Don't follow the herd. 
Regular investing saves you 
from the tendency to buy high 
and sell low. By averaging your 
cost with regular outlays, ymi 
benefit over time. Know why 
you're investing. Pick invest­
ments that are appropriate to 
your personal risk tolerance 
level and to your time horizon. 
For example, you can make 
higher risk investments for a re­
tirement that is years away. Fi­
nally, use professional help 
where appropriate, but you take 
control of your investments. 

Don Spencer is a certified fi­
nancial planner and director of 
the Kentucky Baptist Conven-

• tiori 's annuity department 
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Religion more effective than-government, Quayle says 

• Continued from page 1 
we need in America is more religious 
programs that do work." 

To illustrate his point, Quayle cit­
ed the success of Kentuckian Stan 
Curtis, who founded Kentucky Har­
vest and Harvest USA as means of 
distributing unused food to people 
who need food. 

Groups like Harvest USA and the 
Salvation Army have developed pro­
grams that are far more cost-effective 
and produce better results than gov­
ernment programs for the poor, Quay­
le said. 

The former vice president echoed 
a theme sounded earlier the same day 
by freshman congressman J.C. Watts 
of Oklahoma, one of only two black 
Republican members of the House of 
Representatives. 

Like Quayle, Watts was received 
warmly by the 2,700 NRB members 
and guests attending the annual con­
ference. 

Watts spoke at a breakfast meet­
ing, from which he left immediately 
after his presentation to hold hearings 
on legislation he is proposing to en­
courage faith-based groups to meet 
the needs of the nation's poor. He cit­
ed a program in _Indianapolis that he 
believes could become a national 
model. 

Both Watts and Quayle talked 
about the importance of their faith in­
fluencing their politics. 

"I want to be a political leader who 
allows my faith to navigate my poli­
tics rather than my politics navigating 
my faith," said Watts, a former Uni­
versity of Oklahoma football star and 
youth minister at Sunnylane Baptist 
Church in Del City, Okla. 

The Bible presents a blueprint that 
could solve America's moral and fis­
cal problems, if only people would 
accept it, Watts said. "From Genesis 
to Revelation, God gives us social and 
economic policies. The problem is we 
refuse to adhere to them." 

Quayle talked about the "poverty 
of values" facing America and rel­
ished the fact that even moderate to 
liberal commentators have finally 
conceded he was right in his famous 
1993 Murphy Brown speech. That 
speech drew howls of protest in the 
secular media because of Quayle's 
assertion that Hollywood was wrong 
to glamorize the TV character Mur­
phy Brown bearing a child out of 
wedlock. 

If America's rate of illegitimate 
births continues on its current trend, 
within 15 years one-half of all chil­
dren will be born to unwed mothers, 
Quayle told the NRB members. 

"Who's job is it to reverse the 
breakdown of civic virtue?" Quayle 
asked. "Who's job is it to rebuild the 
foundations of faith, family and re­
sponsibility? 

"My friends, it is our job," he said 
to applause. • 

Also in his address, Quayle talked 
about his forthcoming book which 
portrays the healthy aspects of five 
American families and paid tribute to 
former President Ronald Reagan. The 
day Quayle spoke was Reagan's 85th 
birthday. • 

He also took a swipe at Hillary 
• Rodham Clinton's new book on chil­
dren's advocacy .issues, "It Takes a 
Village." The title is taken from an old 
African proverb: "It takes a village to 
raise a child." 

"The phrase 'It takes a village' ... 
has validity only if the village you're 
talking about is friends, family ... and 
church," Quayle asserted. "If the vil­
lage you're talking about is govern­
ment, then it will fail. Government 
doesn't raise children; parents do." 

Quayle praised the religious 
broadcasters, particularly the news 
and talk-show producers, for their 
work. 

"You 're doing one outstanding job 
for America. I know that because I lis­
ten to you," he said. 

He encouraged the broadcasters to 
continue their advocacy that the First 
Amendment was intended to protect 
the church from government but.nev­
er intended to protect government 
from the church. 

"Keep telling the truth," he urged. 
"Our communities desperately need 
to hear the truth. If we can hear the 
truth, the republic will be saved." 

In recent years, sitting Republican 
presidents routinely have addressed 
the NRB's annual convention. How­
ever, Bill Clinton never has addressed 
the group and was not invited to do so 
this year either. 

"The president was not invited be­
cause the organization didn't want to 
invite him," explained NRB President 
Brandt Gustavson. "It's the best an­
swer I can give. 

"Our membership generally does 
not appreciate some of the public po­
sitions the president takes," Gustav­
son said, citing homosexual rights and 
abortion rights as examples. 

In the past, election years have 
brought presidential candidates to the 
NRB conventions. However, none 
were present this year. 

The NRB has scheduled a "public 
policy" conference Sept. 4-5 in 
Washington to address social and 
moral issues. 

"What we need in 
America is not 
more government 
programs that 
don't work. What 
we need in 
America is more 
religious programs 
that do work." 
Dan Quayle 

;a;'°~,,&ntack.,v·•Baptist ·· Evangelism Conj ere nee 
Eastwood Baptist Church . 
Bowli!!,g Green, Kentucky 

Monday - r-luesday, February 26-27 

EDIFYING GOD'S PEOPLE 

RICK OUSLEY 
Birmingham, AL 

Pastor, Practitioner of 
Contemporary Trend c 

in Worship & Outreach 

LEONARD SWEET 
Thomas, WV 

Futurist, Theologian, 
Preacher & Self­

described "Hell -Buster" 

LOWELL LAWSON 
Canton, GA 

Director of Chaplaincy, 
HMB; Director of 

Chaplains, Oklahoma 
City disaster • 

BUSTER SOARIES 
Somerset, NJ 

Pastor, "Promise 
Keepers" Speaker 

DWIGHT ASHLEY 
Louisville, KY · 

Soloist 

KEN & LOIS HOLLAND 
Franklin, TN 

Music Evangelists 

DIANE STRACK 
Orlando, FL 

Author, Lecturer 

DAN YEARY 
Phoenix, AZ 

Pastor, Creative 
Growth Leader 

TONY CUPIT 
McLean, VA 

Director of Evangelism, 
Baptist World Alliance 

For further information, watch for mailed brochure to churches or write/call 
Office for Evangelism, Kentucky Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433; phone: (502) 245-4101. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with 

Russia, Boston and 
Utah-Idaho: 

■ That visas necessary 
for Southern Baptist 

representatives in Russia 
will be easier to obtain. 
■ Lidm,illa Alexandrova 

as she helps 
missionaries Larry and 

Joy Lindsey with 
Moscow travel 

arrangements for 
Kentucky volunteers. 

. ■ Safety' for Kentucky 
volunteers who will work 

in Russia this year. 
■ Church planters 

Spenser and Leslie Stith 
as they begin Bible 

studies in Waltham, 
Mass. 

■ Salt Lake Baptist 
Association in Utah as 
they seek a director of 

missions, and the former 
director, Ken Chadwick, 
who is leaving to serve 

in Alaska. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BANDAN:A-Bandana Church 
called Bill Miller as pastor. He previ­
ously was pastor of First Southern 
Church in Versailles, Ind. 
■ BEDFORD-Bedford Church 
called Donald Kauffman as pastor 
Jan. 4. He previously was pastor at 
Long Ridge Church in Owenton. 
■ BURGIN-Burgin Church called 
Joseph Vest as pastor Feb. 1. He pre­
viously was associate pastor at Gas­
ton Oaks Church in Dallas, Texas. 
■ CARROLLTON-John Moxley 
resigned as pastor of Jordan Church 
Dec. 31 to enter Beeson Divinity 
School at Samford University in Bir­
mingham, Ala. 
■ CLAY CITY-Marion Brewer 
cel~brated his 29th anniversary as 
pastor at Powells Valley Church Jan. 
14. 
■ FRANKFORT-First Church 
called Tim Simpson as part-time 
family minister/children and youth. 
He began his new ministry Feb. 12. 
He previously served in a similar po­
sition at Cloverport Church. 
■ GRAND RIVERS-Ira Hender­
son was called as pastor of Corinth 
Church. 
■ HENDERSON-Immanuel Tem­
ple ordained George Brinkley and 
Jim Gritrin as deacons Feb. 11. 
■ LA CENTER-Doug Kineman 
resigned as pastor at Mount Pleasant 
Church. 
■ LEITCHFIELD-Charles 
V ochat,~er resigned as minister of ed-

ucation and activities at First Church 
to become associate pastor, minister 
of education/administration at Maple­
wood Church in Maplewood, Mo. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Beechwood 
Church ordained Dale Koenig and 
Andy Southerland as deacons Jan. 
14. 

Midlane Park Church and Mount 
Nebo Church celebrated race rela­
tions day Feb. 11 with a Sunday 
morning pastor exchange and a Sun­
day evening joint service. Ben Will­
iams is pastor at Mount Nebo Church 
and Wayne Hager is pastor at Mid­
lane Park Church. 

David and Linda Ford, well­
known gospel musicians, will present 
special music at St. Matthews Church 

SEEKING: Pastor for First Bap­
tist Church, Morganfield, Ky. Send 
resume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
First Baptist Church, 200 North Mor­
gan St., Morganfield, KY 42437-
1412. 

FOR SALE: Baldwin DVP50 digi­
tal vertical piano. Like new-3 years 
old. Excellent for church or home. 
Call (502) 786-3576 after 5 p.m. 

SEEKING: Childcare worker for 
Wednesday evenings and other times 
as needed. Contact Cynthia Collins at 
First Baptist Church, Shepherdsville, 
Ky, (502) 543-7721 or 955-7372. 

How do students find their way to Oneida? 
(Fourth in a series) 
One of the most often asked questions is "How 

do students from around the world hear about 
Oneida?" Sometimes I ask the same question. 
One thing we ask those who seek admission to 
our school is "How did you hear about Oneida?" 
Students who come to us from Kentucky often 
hear about us from a pastor, church friend, parent 
of a child who has attended Oneida, former stu­
dent, teacher, principal or a school counselor. 

Oneida historically has done very little adver­
tising. There is no better advertising 
than word of mouth. We do smile a lit­
tle when we are told that someone who 
has been helped by attending Oneida 
recommended us. Many times the 
former student who has recommended 
us was not even here for long. The tes­
timony usually goes something like 
this, "My child was only at Oneida for 
one year, but it really made a differ­
ence in his/her life." One of our big­
gest frustrations is the student who 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

the Greyhound bus stop or the Lexington airport. 
Some of them will be home in a few hours, others 
will travel two or three days. 

For students who come to us from other coun­
tries, a missionary is often the information link. 
When a missionary has met a student who has 
great potential or has a special need, Oneida may 
be the answer. They also hear about Oneida from 
students who have attended and have returned to 
their homeland. Many of those students from 
overseas cannot afford to pay room, board and 

tuition. 
One of our greatest challenges over 

the years has beerr to have a proper 
balance between, local, Kentucky, out­
of-state and international students. To­
day about 50 rercent of our student 
body comes to us from Kentucky. An­
other 40 percent comes from across 
the United States and about 10 percent 
is from overseas. 

does not stay with us. We want every W.F. Underwood 
student who enrolls to stay through 

Nearly any place where people 
gather, someone knows about Oneida. 
It may be at the store, barber or beauty 
shop, doctor's office, funeral home or 

graduation. We know that will not 
happen, but we still have that desire. 

Many of those former students who have told 
a friend about Oneida did not realize how much 
Oneida had helped them until later in life. When 
they look back at their years at Oneida, they real-

. ize they \vere helped in many ways: 
Those :students who come to us from across 

the United . States hear about Oneida primarily . 
from former students, or others who have visited 
Oneida arid know about our ministry. At any giv­
en time, we have students from 20 or more states. 
It is a little more difficult for them to be here be­
cause of their distance from home. Several times 
a year at home-going time, we take students to 

at a reunion. It may even happen if you 
have been pulled over for speeding. The officer 
may say, as one did to me recently nearly 200 
miles from our campus, "Oh, you are from Onei­
da!" I smiled and said "yes." He smiled and told 
me to slow down. I did not get a ticket. 

Recently on one of our choir trips, the bus I 
was driving had a blow-out. Within two minutes, 
people were pulling to the side of the Interstate. 
When they got to the bus they said to me, "We 
saw you were from Oneida and we wanted to 
know if we could be of any help." It is hard to go 
anywhere and not meet a friend of Oneida. 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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at 10:45 a.m. Feb. 25, then present a 
concert at 6 p.m. the same day. 
■ OWENSBORO-First Church 
called Kevin Hall as minister to stu­
dents. Hall previously was minister of 
education and youth at First Church 
in Bolivar, Tenn. He will begin his 
new ministry Mar<;:h 1. 
■ PADUCAH-Willis Henson cel­
ebrated his 24th anniversary as pastor 
at Lone Oak First Church Feb. 4. 

Trinity Church called Steve Wat­
son as bi vocational minister of youth 
and Steve Grubbs as volunteer church 
recreation director. 

Twelfth Street Church called Den­
zel Dukes as interim pastoi:. 
■ UTICA-Glenville Church or­
dained Russell Smith, Gary Rager 
and Mark Robertson as deacons Jan. 
21. Ray Cummins is pastor. 
■-WEST PADUCAH-Mount Zion 
Church ordained Gary Bodnarchuk 
as deacon. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: Bivocational youth 
pastor. Please send inquiries or rec­
ommendations to: Anchor Church, 
Attn.: Search Committee, P.O. Box 
18195, Erlanger, KY 41018, or call 

-(606) 727-6400 or (606) 356-9259 
and ask for Mike. 

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in­
clude live-in and hourly care, person­
al care, meals, housekeeping, com­
panionship. Free in-home assess­
ment; insured and bonded. Call 24 
hours, (502) 499-7777. 

POSITION: Director of mis­
sions. The West Virginia Tri-County 

Baptist Association, located in the 
eastern panhandle of the state, is ac­
cepting resumes · for the position of 
director of missions. Please send re-

• sume to: Chairman, DOM Search 
Committee, c/o South Berkeley Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 291, Inwood, 
WV 25428. 

SEEKING: Part-time music di­
rector for Sunday services and adult 
choir. Warm, music-loving church, 
N. Kentucky Association. Send ire­
sume to: Crescent Springs Bartist 
Church, 627 Buttermilk Pike, Cres­
cent Springs, KY 41017. 

A graduate looks back 
This year we celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the first graduation 
from the three-year program. John 
Smith was among those first four 
graduates. In 1990, three years be­
fore his death, Smith considered 
what he would do differently if he 
could turn back the pages of a 40-
year ministry. 

"I would not change any of the 
calls to be the pastor of the 12 

Clear Creek, and when I came to 
Georgia one of the things I want­
ed to do was establish a camp for 
children. I helped with Camp Joy 
and Camp Patterson. I had a camp 
in California and in Monterey, 
Tenn. The last camp was Camp 
Agape, out from Benton, Tenn. 
The Lord is the only one who 
knows how many children were 
saved .in those camps 

churches I have served. 
I followed the Lord's 
call to Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Georgia, 
California and Michi­
gan. We moved over 
20 times after I entered 
the ministry. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Much of the credit is 
due my wife. She stood 
by me and helped me 
every step of the way. I 
can say with the Apos­
tle Paul, "I have fought 
a good fight, I have fin­
ished the course." 

I would not do away 
with any of the build­
ing programs I led the 
churches to do. They 
were alw~ys difficult Bill Whittaker 
but rewardmg. I helped • 

In April, we will 
dramatize that first 
graduation ceremony, 
and we hope John 
Smith's son, Andrew, 
will portray his father. 

build churches in four 
states and in Cuba. 

I would not give up my oppor­
tunities to speak at World Mis­

. sions Conferences in five states. 
I would not change my work 

with pioneer missions in Califor­
nia or my work with the Home 
Mission Board in Michigan or my 
work with state missions in Spar­
ta, Tenn. 

I would not want to do any­
thing that would change my work 
at the children's camps. I helped 
in camps when I was in school at 

Long-time Ken-
tucky pastor Lewis Searcy was 
also a 1946 graduate. 

His son, Tim, is now on the 
faculty. 

Since 1946, 1,511 individuals 
have graduated from Clear Creek. 
As John Smith said, "The Lord is 
the only one who knows" the im­
pact of their ministry. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 



\\ . Money funnies 
\ 

~ 

\ 
\ 

1\ 

I . '--·· ()' 
I"-./ 

'·) u · c\ 

r L -u--~.:: .-<:S.i:-?-' · ·- •• -~--1c:~ .17\ 

~~t 

A\JD 1Hls IS (X)R ~w ~EGKfcd< 
W\.\\a,\ A@RDlNC:s 1D aJR LA<;T 

rus r~t5S MEE1t\\l 6-, ~UST BcAR A 
1\N0-1l\l~D; MAJ~t1'{ OF t'\~BER~' -

Q&~AT0Rt.5 1D Sc \/AL-\t>. 

_, .!1.0 , ;L, J UGG~. l.( .AJLJJll~~ _!,-,, !l.-.,__ .__ ..... L _~ .b~Ln:..>d Ln i. l..·.:,.•q.;;-'(!! ;'ri")ff"l' -- --- 1 •- f,---- --~- :,...,...,i,•..., •·v ---- ,,-

,._ ;- "I ' ..... .. ... -

LLU 

f 
•• 

d~-
<:7-

.. I 

"For tonight's lesson on fa.id\, 
I brought my checkbook." 

TO LL 

t 

----- ' ' 1¥-- ;?,' 

57r~JBLI{~ 

- r, 
~,/7~ 

"Ma.ybe I a.m only here on Ea.ster, Mother's 
Da.y a.nci Christma.s. 'But I only see you a.t my 

resta.ura.nt on two-for-one nights a.nci the 
$1.99 luncheon specia.1!" 

\\-f 1;rr) 
~ -(~') • 
_..,;-- -

9~ ~j\ 
"I'm out of money. Do you ta.ke tra.cts?" 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ FEBRUARY 13, 1996 11 



Georgetown College Announces 
Parks Baptist Scholars Award 

For the first time ever, 
Georgetown College will select 
one of the nation's top Baptist 
scholars to receive a four-year, 
full tuition, room and board • 
scholarship. The prestigious 
Baptist Scholars Award was 
established to honor Dr. 
Paul Parks, a 1943 graduate 
and longtime trustee, and his 
late wife, Phyllis, for their 
humanitarian efforts and 
exemplary Christian service. 
The scholarship will be given 
to a highly qualified Baptist 
student who will complete 
an undergraduate degree in 
any field in preparation for 
lifelong Christian service . . • 
The deadline to apply for 
the 1996-97 academic year 
is March 1, 1996. 

Parks is the son of the late 
Richard and Lucy Parks, who 
lived in the small community 
of Union City in Madison 
County, Ky. They were 
staunch Baptists, providing 
a Christian environment for 
their 14 children. "One of my 
earliest memories was attend­
ing services at Union City 
Baptist Church," said Parks, 
the sixth oldest, "and when I 
was big enough, I made the 

I 

fires at the church, swept the 
floors and did other chores." 

Parks said the pastors were 
seminary students in those 
days and easily related to 
young people. "I became a 
Christian at the age of 14 and 
.it was during my teenage years 
that I ·felt- the leadership of 
God to become a doctor," he 

said. Now 73 years old, Parks 
has led an exemplary life and . 
says with modesty that it is 
due to the guidance he received 
as a child. While attending 
Georgetown College, the 
industrious Parks helped put 
himself through school by 
working in the campus repair 
shop, waiting on tables and 
sweeping floors for 25 cents 
an hour. "When things really 
got tight, Dad would· sell a few 
pigs to see me through," he 
said. He also lived rent free in 
a rooming house in exchange 
for furnace and l~wn chores. 

Parks graduated magna cum 
laude in 1943 with a degree in 
chemistry and was elected to 
Who's Who Among College and 
University Students. Entering the • 
Navy in 1944, he was sent to 
medical school at the University 
of Mississippi for two years and 
finished his medical studies at 
the University of Louisville in • 
1948. Because the government 
paid for his medical school 
education, Parks was obligated 
for two additional years of 
military duty, which he served 
in the-Army Medical Corps. 

Parks married the former Phyllis 
Elam of Lexington, Ky., in July 
1953,just a month before 
starting his second military tour. 
"Phyllis was a teacher .and some 
of her young students who 
attended the ceremony won­
dered why Miss Elam was 
marrying such an old man," • 
said Parks, whci has a keen wit. 
Appropriately, the couple met 
in a church, Nalnut Street 
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Baptist in Louisville, while 
he was in residency in 
Louisville and Phyllis was 
visiting a friend in the city. 

Parks has given generously 
of his time and resources to 
Georgetown College. "I am a 
strong believer in Christian 
education in the Georgetown 
College tradition," he said. 
As a member of the board 
of trustees for 30 years, he 
served as chair under three 
presidents and was a member 
of three presidential search 
committees. The college 
presented him with an alumni 
achievement award in 1977 
and an honorary doctor of laws 
degree in 1989. 

Phyllis Parks succumbed to 
cancer in the spring of 1994, 
and in the fall of 1994, the 
Georgetown College Board 
of Trustees established the 
Paul and Phyllis Parks Baptist 
Scholars Award, to be given to 
highly qualified Baptist students 
who will complete an under­
graduate degree in any field of 
study in preparation for lifelong 
Christian service. 

In announcing the award, 
Dr. William H. CrouchJr., 
president of Georgetown 
College, said, "This award is 
an expression of our trustees' 
unapologetic belief that there 

. is within this country's fabric of 
higher education a place for top 
academics combined with the 
Christian faith." 

In addition to his support of 
his alma mater, Parks has been 
a strong contributor to the First­
Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green, Ky. He volunteers at 
the church one day a week and 
teaches a Sunday school class 
for senior citizens. He recently 
completed a term as chair of the 
building committee, which was 
formed after fire destroyed the 
sanctuary on Oct. 14, 1991. 

Parks' long medical career 
started in Richmond, Ky., in 
1952. He practiced internal 
medicine at the Graves-Gilbert 
Clinic in Bowling Green from 
1958 until retiring in July 1991, 
but returned as medical director 
on Oct. 14, the same day as the 
church fire. He is a past presi­
dent of the Kentucky Medical 

Association and a recipient of 
its distinguished service ~ward. 
He continues to serve on 
committees of the KMA 

Parks' daughters, Paula and 
Phoebe, are both summa cum 
laude graduates of Georgetown 
College and, like their father, 
were elected to Who'5 Who 
Among College and University 
Students. Paula and her hus­
band, David Wallace, live in 
Erlanger, Ky., with their two 
sons, and Phoebe is a senior 
secretary at Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green. 

Other members of the Parks' 
family with connections to 
Georgetown College are a 
brother, Clay, class of 1959, 
a dentist and past president 
of the Kentucky School Board 
Association; a sister, Sue Slagle, 
class of 1952; and two nieces, 
Dara Parks, a 1985 graduate, 
and Melissa Parks, currently in 
her senior year at the college. 

When F_arks wasn't busy with 
family, medicine, church or 
Georgetown College, he was 
active in civic organizations 
in Bowling Green, working 
tirelessly for projects he 
believed in. He never sought 
status or prestige, however, 
finding pleasure in the simple 
joys of everyday life. Most of 
his vacations were spent at 
home, enjoying his family and 
tending to the yard. One of 
Parks' brothers is deceased, but 
his seven surviving brothers and 
five sisters joined him for a 
family reunion in Richmond, 
Ky., in December, as they do 
twice every year. One of the 
highest tributes given Parks by 
his friends is that he not only 
excels in his profession, but he 
is simply a good man, with the 
courage of his con~ctions 
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