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FOR THE RECORD 

Carver School 
Campbellsville University 
is nearing completion· of 
an agreement to receive 

the Carver School of 
Church Social Work 

from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

See page 2. 

Vets on mission 
Several Kentucky 

veterans returned to 
Vietnam recently on a 

much different mission 
than when they first 

traveled to the country. 
See page 3. 

Family Forum 
Why is it so hard to 

make commitments in 
relationships? 

Seepage 4. 

Editorial 
It's time for the church 
to get over its musical 
snobbery. See page 5. 

Seminary trustees 
Jerry Johnson,. the 
trustee of Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary who in 1990 
accused Roy Honeycutt 

of not believing the Bible, 
has been elected 

chairman of the trustee 
. board. See page 6. 

Veto impact 
President Bill Clinton's 
veto of the Partial-birth 

Abortion Ban Act is 
predicted to have 

political significance in 
this election year. 

Seepage 9. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

This doctor · 
-prescribes 
prayer ta .. deal 
with anger 

B.ATON RO(,JGE, La. (ABP) 
-When you getreally, really ~ 

• angry, praying one of the impre- ,\ 
catory, or damning; psalms can · • 
be therapeutic, suggests Glenn • 
Hinson. 

Peopie falsely think they have 
to put on a happy face when they 
pray, but God can handle peo­
ple's anger, said Hinson, profes­
sor of spirituality and church his- • 
tory at Baptist Theological Sem- . 
inary in Richmond, Va. Trusting 
God with one.' s anger allows it to 
be transformed, he said . . 

"Let your aµger off with God. 
Open up and let God do some­
thing with that anger that you 
can't do," advised Hinson, who 
recently led a spiritual-life con­
ference at University Baptist • 
Church in Baton Rouge, La. Hin­
son is a former professor at 
Southern, Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

"We· shouldn't bottle up our 
anger or let anger off ori some~ 
one else,'1 he said. "Sometimes 
the best thing you can do is go 
into your closet and curse." 

One of Hinson' s favorite such 
damning prayers is Psalm 58:8: ; . 
"Let them be like the snail that ; 
dissolves into slime." •• 

Such prayers help remind us 
that revenge for any wrong ulti­
mately belongs to,God, Hinson 
said. . 

Giving God one's angry 
thoughts is one of the necessary 
steps to developing a relationship ,, 
O See Pray to df!al ... , paq_e 12_ 
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Acteens 'Fan the Flame' of missions 
By Melanie Childers 
-Staff Writer 

BOWLING GREEN- With 
Olympic flair, Acteens from Baptist 
churches across Kentucky "fanned 
the flame" of missions and God's love 
at the State Acteen Conference April 
12-13. 

More than 850 people attended the 
annual event, held at Eastwood Bap­
tist Church in Bowling Green, to wor­
ship, learn from missionaries and cel­
ebrate missions. 

Acteens is a mission organization 
for girls in grades seven through 12 
sponsored by Woman's Missionary 
Union. • 

A candlelight service during the 
Friday evening program helped re­
mind the girls to let their faith be a 
light for others. After the six state 
Acteen panelists performed a drama 
called "Candles," they helped light 
the candles held by every Acteen in 
the congregation. 

About 225 Acteen members par­
ticipated in a StudiAct recognition 
service during the conference's Fri­
day evening session: StudiAct is an 
Acteen personal achievement plan. 
The girls were challenged to continue 
their pattern of Christian study and 
service. 

During a Saturday morning ses­
sion, the group commissioned 11 
• summer mission groups known as 
Acteen Activator teams. The teams 
will be serving in Seminole, Okla.; 
Topsfield Beach, N.C.; Myrtle Beach, 
S.C.; Beaver, Pa.; Pierson, Ill.; and 
several groups will minister in con­
junction with the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta and Birmingham, Ala. 

"To my knowledge, this is the 
most Activator teams Kentucky has 
had in one year,'.' said Julie Keith, 
Kentucky Acteen consultant. 

Dee Gilliland, retiring Kentucky 

SHIRT SQUIRTING. Laura Cooley, an Acteen from First Baptist Church In Junction City, 
helps a youngster design a T-shirt by squirting different colors of paint on It. Cooley was 
one of 22 Kentucky Acteens participating in the ministry project at a Bowling Green girls' 
club during the state·Acteen conference April 12-13. 

WMU executive director, spoke to 
the girls during the conference. Rep­
resenting Kentucky Acteens, Keith 
presented Gilliland a retirement gift. 

Face to Face, a Christian perform­
ing arts team based in Birmingham, 
Ala., led in worship and conducted 
several conferences. 

Participants also heard from mis­
sionary guests: Vel Cross, missionary 

to Namibia, Africa; Jana Williams, 
who works with the Infant Resource 
Project in Louisville; Marsha Smith, 
a missionary to Israel; and David and 
Cathy Brandon, missionaries to Bu­
rundi. 

Three break-out sessions offered 
gitls numerous ·seminar options, 
where they could learn about Chris­
□ See Kentucky Acteens ... , page 11 

'Experiencing God' movement sweeps across Graves County 
By Ken Wal~er 
State Correspondent 

MAYFIELD-The excitement a 
dozen Graves County Southern Bap­
tist churches felt during last month's 
"Simultaneous Experiencing God 
Weekend" is getting stronger. 

"God came," said Leamon Bla­
lock, pastor of Clarks River Baptist 
Church in Symsonia. "It can be 
summed up in those two words. Sev-· 
eral· folks commented about what 
God did in their lives. He brought 
healing personally and to the church." 

"I think we're going to see tremen­
dous changes," said Charles Sim­
mons, director cif missions for Graves 
County Baptist Association. "I'm al­
ready seeing a change in relationships 
in the churches. 

"People are much more loving and 
friendly and talk about things they can 
do. I think you'll see the biggest 
change in what we call the market­
place." 

Over the past 18 months, about 15 
churches around Kentucky have host­
ed the special weekend, which pro-

• • 

• vides an overview of the 12-week 
"Experiencing God" study course . 
But this was the first widespread em­
phasis encompassing many churches 
simultaneously. 

More than 1,500 people attended 
the "Experiencing God" activities in 
Grave County Association. Eight 
churches participated in Friday 
through Sunday activities: First Bap­
tist, Northside, South First Street, 
Clarks River, Sand Hill, Mount Oliv­
et, Wingo and Cuba. 

New Life and its Hispanic mis­
sion, West Broadway and Baltimore 
Baptist churches hosted special Sun­
day morning services that weekend. 
They featured team members' testi­
monies about the seven "realities of 
God" taught in the study course. 

More than 200 Southern Baptists 
were part of the leadership teams, 
about half from Kentucky and the rest 
from 12 other states and four foreign 
countries. That number included 40 
college students who led youth rallies. 

The training that preceded the 
. weekend was the largest such session 
ever held, according to state Brother-

hood Director Bob Simpkins. 
Blalock said God repaired much of 

the damage at Clarks River Baptist 
Church, which suffered a split in 
1994. 

The concluding service lasted 
three-and-a-half hours and included 
spontaneous testimonies, confessions 
of sin, repentance and prayer, the pas0 

· tor said. 
That morning, members were sur­

prised when a church member in her 
70s came forward to say she never 
had put her faith in Jesus Christ, but 
wanted to do so. 

Pastor Ray Werline said the week­
end stirred revival at Cuba Baptist 
Church. 

Though his church started an "Ex­
periencing God" class in January, that 
simply made the weekend better," he 
added. 

"Everyone · has shared how God 
has changed their heart and life," he 
said. "One lady said she always 
thought she loved God but realized 
she didn't love him with all her heart 
and soul. This has revitalized her 
walk." 

The impact of the course beyond 
the church walls also emerged. Two 
young Marines who became Chris­
tians and were baptized last Decem­
ber received a copy of the study 
course during _ boot camp. While on 
leave at Easter, they shared how they 
had studied it at night by flashlight. 

''They talked about how the book 
had encouraged them," Werline said. 
"One man said he saw the hand of 
God in everything that happened to 
him. He became a platoon leader and 
finished with special honors." 

Many members of First Baptist in 
Mayfield already had completed the 
course. But Pastor Bob Wilson said 
the weekend helped reinforce the les­
sons, particularly team members' tes­
timonies. 

During their closing service·, a 
number of people received prayer for 
physical and other personal needs, re­
flecting the spiritual growth Wilson 
sees taking place. . 

''There's more of a desire to reach 
out to others," he said. "I'm sure there 
will be a deepening of commitment 
on people's minds." 



BAPTISTS 
Campbellsville near deal to obtain Carver School 

"I don't think 
there's any 

question that it's 
going to happen." 

Campbellsville University . 
President Ken Winters, 

speaking of the transfer 
of the Carver School of 

Church Social Work 

By Mark Wingfield · 
Interim Editor 

An earlier attempt to transfer the 
Carver School to Samford University 
in Birmingham, Ala., broke down due 

LOUISVILLE-Southern Baptist to disagreements about what assets 
Theological Seminary has reached an related to the Carver School should be 
agreement "in principle" to transfer included in the transfer. 
the Carver School of Church Social Details of the deal between South­
Work to Campbellsville University in ern Seminary and Campbellsville 
1997. have not been made public. Howev-

Meanwhile, the seminary has ap- er, Campbellsville would acquire the 
pointed Paul Kim ofLoui- _______ Carver School Aug. 1, 
siana State University as 1997. 
dean of the Carver School ■ M_ore coverage of Campbellsville Univer-
for its final year under semi~ary truStee sity President Ken Winters 
Southern Seminary's op- meeting on page 6 said he expects the deal to 
eration. Kim, a professor be signed within the next 
of social work at LSU, will be on loan 30 days. Although not yet finalized, 
to Southern Seminary for the J996- "I don't think there's any question 
97 academic year. that it's going to happen," he said. 

Southern Seminary's trustees pre- Winters said the university plans 
viously voted to discontinue the Carv- to operate the Carver School some­
er School due to perceived incompat- where in the Louisville area. The uni­
ibilities between social work and the versity's main campus is located in 
brand of conservative theology es- Campbellsville, a central Kentucky 
poused by seminary administrators town about 90 miles south of Louis-
and trustees. ville. 

Winters said he would like to hire 
. Diana Garland to lead the program, 
but that it is too early . to make any 
such decision official. Garland is the 
former dean of the Carver School 
who was fired by Southern Seminary 
President Al Mohler. 

Garland said she is flattered by 
Winters' comment, but that she has 
received no formal offer and therefore 
ca_nnot respond. "I am honored that 
Dr. Winters would consider me. 
That's all ,I can say at this point." 

Winters also declined to speak 
publicly at this time about what assets 
Southern Seminary would transfer to 
Campbellsville as part of the deal. 

In earlier discussions with Sam­
ford, the seminary had talked about 
transferring the Carver name, social­
work library holdings and the 
school's alumni records . However, 
the seminary had declined to hand 
over annual earnings from about $1 
million in endowment fuµds original­
ly given to the seminary by Woman's 

Missionary Union in connection with 
the Carver SchooL 

Last January, WMU's executive 
board, meeting in closed session, re­
portedly voted to reclaim those en­
dowment funds from the seminary, 
citing a revocation clause that allowed · 
such an action. Mohler and WMU 
Executive Director Dellanna O'Brien 
met in February to discuss the issue, 
but reportedly came to no clear agree-
ment. • 

WMU spokeswoman . Teresa 
Dickens said the trust fund in ques­
tion was established in 1957. "Article 
5 of the trust, established with the 
Southern Baptist Foundation, states 
that if the Carver School or its legal 
successor ever ceases to exist, the 
trust would revert back to WMU," 
Dickens explained. "Therefore, 
WMU is monitoring what happens at 
and with the Carver School and is 
committed to fulfilling the intent of 
the trust." 
□ See Campbellsville close ... , page 6 

HMB trustees suggest alternative to task fore e's proposal 
ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)­

Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board trustees supported the use of 13 
"incorporators" to establish the new 
North American Mission Board but 
objected to authorizing that group to 
nominate the new agency's president 
and board officers. 

At their April 17 meeting, HMB 
trustees offered their own proposal for 
a presidential search committee rath­
er than embracing one outlined earli­
er by a task force appointed by the 
Southern Baptist Convention' s Exec- · 
utive Committee. The HMB trustees' 
plan would double _HMB .representa­
tion in selecting the new mission 
board's first leader. 

Under terms of a planned SBC re­
structuring, the Home Mission Board, 
Brotherhood Commission and Radio 
& Television Commission would be 
merged into the new North American 
Mission Board. 

The SBC Executive Committee's 
Implementation Task Force had pro-
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posed naming 13 "incorporators" to 
help establish the new agency, nomi­
nate a president and propose officers 
for the agency's board of directors. 
The incorporators would include two 
trustees from each agency being elim­
inated in the merger, six at-large 
members appoi9ted by the task force 

. and a chairman chosen by the task 
force from among the members of the 
task force. 

The task force asked HMB trust­
ees to ratify a resolution that would 
have positioned them as supporting 
nomination powers for the incorpora­
tors. Instead, HMB trustees passed 
three resolutions related to restructur­
ing, including one that proposed an 
alternate structure for a presidential 
search committee. 

The first resolution affirmed using·. 
incorporators, but added, "We do not 
endorse the incorporators serving as a 
presidential search committee or as a 
nominating committee for the board 
officers." 

The second resolution appointed 
John Avant, a Brownwood, Texas, 
pastor, and Charles Fuller, a Roanoke, 
Va., pastor, as the two HMB repre­
sentatives to·serve as incorporators. 
, . The third n~soJµtion, prpppsed l;>y 
Billy Bissell, pastor of Boston Ave­
nue Baptist Church in Muskogee, 
Okla., recommended forming a presi­
dential search committee separate 
from the incorporators. 

That committee would be com­
posed of four trustees from each of 
the three agencies being eliminated in 
the merger. 'One representative also 
would come from the Implementation 
Task Force. 

Also at their spring meeting, HMB 
trustees elected Mississippi pastor 
Greg Martin as board chairman. Mar­
tin generated an outcry from several 
larger state conventions in 1994 when 
he led the HMB to conduct a study of 
how the HMB should relate to state 
conventions that handle money sent 
from churches designated for the Co-

operative Baptist Fellowship. 
Also during the meeting, trustees 

voted to close the HMB' s Caribbean 
office and to eliminate the office's 
position of executive director. 

The closing represents a shift in 
the board' s strategy to evangt:rUze that 
area, which includes Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, said Ernest 
Kelley, HMB-executive vice presi­
dent for planning and finance. "This 
will minimize administrative respon­
sibilities and maximize field work." 

Missionaries in that region will be 
categorized as national missionaries, 
reporting to their respective HMB of­
fice, after the office closes June 30, 
he said. 

Also, the trustee board' s adminis­
trativt; committee announced it has 
hired Missouri writer James Hefley to 
write a history of the HMB. Hefley 
has written a multi-volume history of 
the SBC controversy from a conser­
vative perspective and writes a regu­
l_ar column for the Indiana Baptist. 

Report on Fellowship's identity·nearly done 
By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

ATLANTA (ABP)-A committee 
appointed last summer to • study 
whether the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship should form a national Bap­
tist body outside the Southern Baptist 
Convention is completing its work 
and will report in June, a member of 
the committee said April 18. 

Findings of the study commission 
will be available at the Fellowship's 
general assembly this June, said Ei­
leen Cl;llllpbell-Reed, a minister from 
Cartersville, Ga. 

The full report "will probably be 
close to 200 pages of summaries, re­
ports and papers," Campbell-Reed 
said in a report on the study commit­
tee's work during an April 18-20 
meeting of the Fellowship's Coordi­
nating Council. 

Since forming in 1991, the Fellow­
ship has promoted itself as a haven for 

moderate Southern Baptists who feel 
alienated in the conservative-domi­
nated SBC, the nation's largest non­
Catholic faith group. 

The study commission was ap­
pointed by moderator Pat Anderson 
after a motion at last summer's gener­
al assemblY, that the Fellowship start . 
a new "denomination" was ruled out . 
of order. 

While sonie are calling for the Fel­
lowship to form a new national Bap­
tist body separate from the Southern 
Baptist Convention, the committee's 
task is not to recommend either for or 
against a formal schism, Campbell- • 
Reed said. 

The committee's purpose is "to 
raise our level of conversation and 
understanding about issues involved 
in CBF becoming or not becoming a 
separate convention,". according to a 
report distributed to the Coordinating 
Council April 18. _ • 

Based on the preliminary report, 

however, it would seem most Fellow­
ship members do not believe the time 
is right for a new convention. 

Letters to the committee from Fel­
lowship constituents ran the gamut 
from advocating a new convention to 
opposing the idea to calling for the 
Fellowship to "try something new," 
Campbell-Reed said. 

In an informal survey of current 
· and past members of the Coordinat­

ing Council, Fellowship leaders dis­
agreed by a more than 2-1 margin 
with a statement that the Fellowship 
should become a separate convention 
as soon as possible. 

Responding to another question, 
however, only 14 leaders said the Fel­
lowship never should become a con­
vention, compared to 51 who dis­
agreed and 27 who were undecided. 

Most of the leaders said they did 
not think support from their church 
would increase if the Fellowship be: 
came a convention. 



... KENTUCKY 
Baptist veterans join mission effort in Vietnam 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

Taking a: Christian witness to com­
munist-ruled Vietnam is rewarding 
despite the risk, a group of Baptists 
and veterans discovered. 

Nine Baptists participated in a mis­
sion trip Jan. 17-Feb. 2 organized 
through Vets with a Mission. They 
led puppet programs for children, 
helped construct a medical clinic and 
offered support to Baptist workers in 
the country. 

Vets with a Mission is a charita-
. ble, non-profit organization founded 

by Vietnam veterans dedicated to 
bringing healing and reconciliation to 
Vietnamese people two decades after 
the Vietnam conflict. 

Chuck Ward, a Vietnam veteran 
and member of Hardin Baptist 
Church in Hardin, has developed an 
ongoing ministry with the Vietnam-

• ese p~ople through numerous trips 
there, working with polio victims, in 
street ministries, on health clinic con­
struction and in church development 
projects. 

In addition to humanitarian 
projects, this year's mission included 
a memorial service at Firebase Toma­
hawk, where a Bardstown National 
Guard unit experienced heavy casu­
alties during the Vietnam conflict, 
Ward said. . 
- Kentucky ijaptists respo,nded to 

the invitation and formed a team: 
Ward and his wife, Joette; Norman 
Coe, associate pastor at Highview 
Baptist Church in Louisville; and 
three members of First Baptist 
Church in Benton- Sandy Thomp­
son, Doug Galyen and Carroll Evans. 

And the group expanded beyond 
Kentucky Baptists, Ward explained. 
Terrell Mays, a Tennessee Baptist and 
veteran who had visited the Bards­
town unit's firebase in the 1970s two 
days before it was overrun, also heard 
about.the trip. He and his wife and son 
joined the mission team. 

The nine Baptists worked with a 
larger team formed by Vets with a 
Mission. Part of the team helped build 
a medical clinic in Heip Due, a vil-

lage about 65 kilometers west of Da 
Nang, Ward said. They were the first 
Americans to visit that village since 
1972. 

The group traveled by four-wheel 
drive vehicle, slept under mosquito 
netting and endured Vietnamese po­
lice officers who followed them ev­
erywhere they went. Yet volunteers 
s~d the trip was worth the inconve­
mence. 

"Since I wasn't a Vietnam veter­
an, I wasn' t going back to restore 
something I felt badly about," ex­
plained Ward' s wife, Joette. "But I 
can't help but feel bad about what 
happened to these people ... . My heart • 
breaks for them." 

Mrs. Ward spent considerable 
time talking with the women of the 
village and playing games with the 
children, she said. She shared pictures 
of her family and home, which helped 
build bridges between the two cul­
tures. 

Mrs. Ward also took her tum 
alongside the men to help build the 
clinic, she said. 

"In fact, I was the only 'guy' who 
got up on the scaffolding and· laid 
brick with the Vietnamese men," she 
sai.d with a chuckle. The scaffolding 
was so delicate that only she and the 
"very thin" Vietnamese men could 
climb it. American men would have 
caused- it to collapse . under . their 
weig~t, she said; ,._ 

The team :made good progress on 
the clinic, which the Vietnamese will ' 
finish later in the year and Vets with a 
Mission will staff once it is operation- came back, and we would tell them 
al. 'Because our God commands us to 

Still, building relationships 
seemed the greatest accon).plishment 
for the team members, who wanted to 
share Christ's love in a place where 
the government forbids overt evange-
listic work. • 

''The Lord really opened my eyes 
that my going and loving these ladies 
and children is a way of serving him," 
Mrs. Ward said. "I offered them 
God's love through me." 

Even the vil,lagers' curiosity of­
fered a chance for a Christian witness, 
Ward said: "They would ask why we 

. arcn,u lU• 

love our enemies."' 
Also, Co.e of Highview Baptist 

Church in Louisville had a good wit- • 
nessing experience with a high-rank­
ing Vietnamese doctor. 

"I had wanted to go by and visit 
the 'old firebase where I was sta­
tioned" in Vietnam, Coe explained. 

Arrangements were made for a 
Vietnamese doctor to accompany him 
on the journey. They traveled a con­
siderable distance, only to realize that 
his old firebase area now was a Viet­
namese military institution, and he 

'i I VETERANS' VISION 
■- Above: Kef]tucky 
Baptists help build a 

would under no circumstances be~­
lowed entrance. 

Despite that disappointment, Coe 
was able to talk openly about his 
Christian faith with the doctor, a Bud­
dhist. Coe has continued to corre­
spond with him since returning to the 
States. 

The Baptist contingent of the team 
stayed several extra days in order to 
attend Grace _Baptist Church in 
Saigon and offer encouragement to 
the church' s pastor. They also tried to 
strengthen workers serving in the area 
through Cooperative Services Inter­
national, a Baptist aid organization. 

medical clinic in a . 
Vietnamese village during a 
mission trip there in 
January. ■ Left: Joette 
Ward, wife of Vietnam 
veteran Chuck Ward and 
member of Hardir, Baptist 
Church in Hardin, 
introduces her puppets to 
Vietnamese children. The 
trip, organized through the 
charitable organization Vets 
. with a Mission, included a 
visit with Grace Baptist 
Church and offered limited 
opportunities for sharing 
the Christian faith. 
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OPINION 

Who's bad? 
I've noticed one of the character­

istics of the fundamentali_st_mindset is 
anger. Fundamentalists need some­
one or some group to be angry at. 

From Mark Coppenger' s recent 
address (March 19, page 2), it looks 
like the new target is "bad people." 
When some of the implications aris­
ing froi:n this labeling were pointed 

• out by Mark Wingfield in an excel­
lent editorial, Coppenger felt a need 
to set the record straight. In a Baptist 
Forum letter, Coppenger pleads that 
the Western Recorder totally miscon­
strued his remarks. What I got from 
Coppenger' s letter is that he is not 
angry with "bad people" but that he is 
angry with those who are not angry at 
these "bad people." 

From what I can tell, Jesus never 
derided any person who knew he or 
she was a sinner. Quite the contrary, 
Jesus embraced all manner of "bad 
people" and reserved his biting sar­
casm for ·those religious elites who 
thought of themselves as "good peo­
ple" and deserving of God's special 
favor. • 

Jesus commanded us Christians to 
love our enemies ( which we regularly 
do not do) and not to divorce our 
spouses (which regularly we do), to 
give our goods to the destitute (which 
regularly we do not do) and not to 
judge one another (which regularly 
we do). 

Who, then, are these "bad peo­
ple?" They are all of us. 

God loves all people. It should not 
surprise us that God love"s "bad peo­
ple" or that God loves "persons angry 
at bad people." I assert that God even 
loves people like Coppenger who are 
angry with persons who are not angry 
at bad people. This only points out the 
inevitability of God's love. 

Gary Millsap 
Louisville 

Get care elsewhere 
It is a shame the Kentucky Baptist 

hospitals felt necessary to split from 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. It 
offends me deeply because a former 
pastor of my church, Marion Palmer 
Hunt, served as director of the move­
ment which resulted in the erection of 
the Kentucky Baptist hospitals. 

I, don't agree that the convention is 
. too conservative. I wish that people 
would quit using that as an excuse to 
get involved'in things of the world. 

As Christians, we are to follow -
Christ and in doing so, society is go­
ing to reject us. Baptist hospitals 
aren't concerned with being a minis­
try; they want to be a secular money­
maker. I encourage all Baptists to 
seek health care elsewhere. 

Larry Ferguson 
Louisville 

On homosexuality 
Nature vs. nuture is the question 

the world is asking regarding the ori­
gin of homosexuality. Even though 
some would lead us to believe other­
wise, science has not found conclu­
sive evidence to prove that homosex­
uality is genetic. This cultural debate 

Public confusion about the KBC 
In response to an editorial in Lou­

isville's Courier-Journal, I wrote the 
following "letter to the editor." Con­
siderable confusion exists in the pub­
lic's awareness of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The decision by 
Baptist Healthcare System to termi­
nate the covenant with the KBC pre­
cipitated both the Courier-Journaled-
itorial and my response. • 

connected by a historic, voluntary re­
lationship based primarily on global 
missions. Neither body has control 
over the other; neither names nor 
nominates trustees of -the other's 
agencies and institutions. 

"Third, the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention consists of approximately 
2,400 churches with more than 
750,000 church members. As part of 

"While no doubt ex­
pressing the sentiment of 
some Kentucky Baptists in 
your April 14 , editorial, 
'The Fruits of Theocracy,' 
the writer omitted several 
significant aspects of the 
relationship between the 
Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion and Baptist Health­

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

its mission, it helps sup­
port Campbellsville, Clear 
Creek, Cumberland and 
Georgetown colleges, 
Oneida Baptist Institute, 
Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children, Baptist 
Healthcare System, a 
weekly news journal 
(Western Recorder) and 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation. It further pro­care System 'Inc. 

"First, Baptist Health­
care System Inc. was es­
tablished by the Kentucky 

William w. Marshall vides some funding for 
most of the state's 78 Bap-

Baptist Convention which, from the 
beginning, has provided annual finan­
cial support. The S_outhern Baptist 
Convention was rtot then nor is it now 
related to Baptist Healthcare System. 
The Kentucky Baptist Convention 
currently elects 75 percent of Baptist 
Healthcare System's 24-member 
board of directors. 

"Second, the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, established in 1837, 
eight years before the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, is a separate, autono­
mous entity. These two bodies are 

tist associations (each of 
which is autonomous) and cooperates 
with the state's General Association 
of Baptists (African-American) in 
several mission ministries. In addi­
tion," the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion's Executive Board directs a mul­
tiplicity of ministries in support of the 
mission of its churches. None of the 
foregoing entities is controlled by the 
Southern Baptist Conyention. 

"Fourth, while it is true that some 
Southern Baptist leaders have stated 
that some state conventions have not 
'fallen in line' with the SBC, Ken-

has found its way into God's church. 
Righteousness vs. sinfulness 

should be The question God's church 
is asking regarding homosexuality. 
And doesn't God's word give us the 
answer? (Genesis 19, Leviticus 18:22, 
Romans 1:26-27, Galatians 5:19, 
Ephesians 5:3, 1 Corinthians 6:9-20, 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 and Jude 4) 
The Bible identifies homosexuality as 
an unacceptable "lifestyle" for a 
Christian, without any texts stating 
otherwise. • • 

The desire to be "inclusive" (to 
love and accept all people as God 
does), should be commended, but we 
cannot ignore convicting portions of 
God's word and condone sinful be­
havior. "The Lord is not slow about 
his promise, as some count slowness, 

• but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance." (1 Peter 3:9) 

It is the church's responsibility to 
preach the gospel in love, but salva­
tion requires repentance. It is also the 
church's responsibility to grow all 
new believers in God's word to a 
point of maturity that will enable them 
to effectively serve him. (Romans 6:6, 
Hebrews 5:11-14) 

If believers refuse to follow the 
clear teachings of the Bible, the 
church has another responsibility: to 
discipline in love the one who has 
strayed and to preserve their place 'in 
God's fellowship. (Matthew 18:15-
17, 1 Corinthians 5) 

The purpose of the church is not 
just to be. inclusive ;ind make every- ~ 
one feel good. The Great Commission 
of the church is to go, make disciples, 
baptize and teach. (Matthew 28:19-
20) 

Jan Gurley 
Louisville 

tucky being one of them, Baptist 
Healthcare System has admitted, cor­
rectly, that there has not been a single 
post-covenant incident of concern 
precipitated by the Kentucky Baptist 

• Convention. 
"Fifth, while your editorial con­

nected this incident with the current 
situation at Southern Seminary, it is . 
important in this instance to under­
stand that Southern Seminary is not a 
Kentucky Baptist Convention institu­
tion. Nor does the Kentucky· Baptist 
Convention participate in naming its 
trustees, although the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention serves as a channel 
for Kentucky Baptist churches to sup­
port financially the mission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which 
includes six national seminaries, of 
which Southern is one. 

"Finally, the decision by Baptist 
Healthcare-System to dissolve the ex­
isting covenant with the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention is not a total re­
vocation of their relationship with the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. What 
remains to be determined during this 
interim year is the shape of a new re­
lationship. 

"Until then, Kentucky Baptists 
have been disappointed that 'one of 
the family' has judged it necessary to 
take this action. We are hopeful, 
nonetheless, that a new, mutually- · 
beneficial relationship will be forth­
coming." 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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Lessons from kids & things • 
that go 'bump' -in the night 

OPINION 
%, 

Let's p·ut an end to musical snobbery 
It's time for the church to get over its musical snob­

bery. 
Lest anyone think this is a swipe at classical music 

purists alone, let me hasten to explain that musical 

SIIESAID Our children recently entered the snobbery afflicts both sides of the aisle. 

dares only the classics "good" enough for God. Peo­
ple in this camp forget that the music they favor once 
sounded like a newfangled invention to churchgoers. 
Some of the texts were even set to tavern tunes of the 
day. 

phase of big questions, and it is A Baptist publication produced in another state re-
keeping us on our toes. Questions cently carried an item asserting that "growing" 
such as "Who made God?" and "How churches use only music written after 

And while it may be hard for us to believe today, 
early Baptists in England refused to allow any hymn­

old is God?" and "Why doesn't God 1980. 
have a birthday?" That is a ridiculous statement but it il-

EDITORIALS 
singing in their worship for more than 
100 years. 

·,. T~.e mo~! r~cent ones have to do lustrates the extremes to which 'true partisans in the 
with scary things, however. h h • ill In th · · d th h • "Wh th th" ?" c urc music wars w go. err mm s, e c mce 

y are ere scary ings. f . al 1 b all thi . 
"Did God make scary things?" ~ music sty es ecomes an -or-no ng propos1-

ln the midst of these questions, non. . . 
Garrett told us an interesting story at dinner time recently. While much of the church-growth movement 1s 
He said a monster was chasing him, and that he grabbed focused on seeker-sensitive worship and the use of 

• the monster, banged him on the roof, and then threw him contemporary music, eliminating the entire body of 

Alison Win_g_field 

upto heaven. church music written prior to 1980 has not been the 
"Then God and Jesus ate him," Garrett concluded. goal of any reasonable person. Even contemporary 
What a great way to take care of the scary things of life. worship has a place for Christian standards like 
As adults, we are well aware of the evil prevalent in the "Amazing Grace" (text: 1779; tune: 1831), a rather 

W?rld. It is easy to fill ~ur minds with fear of all the scary timeless song. 
things ~hat r_eall¥ do exist,- . . At the same time, it would be foolish to avoid any-

My ImaginatIon goes into overdrive when Mark Is out of thing written later than the 19th century as some clas-
town overnight. Every little creak is magnified 10 times, sical music purists argue. ' 
and my fears take over my reason. Th h h • ui1 f · al li · h · d 

We might_(lotb.e able to get rid or t~e s9aiy .!~~~-~s~ b,~k _ .. i )IJ _, ~ , e c urc :,~s-g~ , ty 0_ ~ ~USlC e hsm w en It . e-

Some of the great hymns of our faith 
originally were labeled "vulgar," "carnal" and "hu­
man innovations" not fit for spiritual consumption. 

Several insightful commentators have declared that 
disagreements over music in worship could be the 
most divisive issue the Christian church will face in 
the ){ears ahead. Their prophecy is proving true. 

What it mostly boils down to is a disagreement 
over personal preferences, no.t over theology. There's 
plenty of bad theology to be found in favorite old 
hymns as well ·as contemporary praise choruses. And 
there's plenty of good theology to be found in both as 
well. , 

So let's stop wrapping God's blessing or curse 
around particular styles of music and find ways to use 
all styles of music for the glory of God. 

- Mark Wingfield 

·wmaybe w~ caf.l.take a'page from Garrett's story and throw ~ --- - ----- ------------ - - ------------
- our fears up td Gbd. 1Gofmight not "eat" fears,· but he can • ' ,; 

ease our worries and calm us with his loving presence. 

,HESAID 

( ; _ :,•· 
- • ~-· •.• ,, 

··1·~!~;: 

Mark Wingfield 

Yes, childhood can seem scary 
sometimes. The first Bible verse I 
remember memorizing (and saying 
over and over again laying in bed in 
the dark) was Hebrews 13:6-"The 
Lord is my helper. I will not be afraid." 

. Never let your kids tell you Sunday 
school has no practical value. 

But as scary as- childhood seemed, 
I've learned the life of an adult is 
much more scary. The more you 

know, the more there is to be scared about. 
For example, as adults we realize that all too many 

children live in really scary situations, where the ghosts and 
goblins are not imaginary. 

As parents, we sometimes are terrified by the realization 
that we are the parents. Some nights as I check on our 
sleeping boys just before going to bed myself, I am 
overwhelmed by the realization that their precious lives are 
under our care. • 

Thank goodness these children are only scared of 
imaginary and minor things and can't yet understand the 
real horrors of life: the Chechnyas, the Bosnias, cancer, 
AIDS and all sorts of other illnesses . 

In fact, it's nice that children in their innocence help us 
laugh at some "scary" things now and then. 

Garrett's simple dinner-time story might have created all 
kinds of knots for theologians concerned with the technical 
and trivial. But his childlike faith in God as the solution to 
our tears served up a potent reminder of a message 
repeated throughout the Bible, both by Jesus and by God's 
special messengers: "Fear not, tor I am with you, says the 
lord." 

Mark Wingfield is interim editor of the Western Recorder. 
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer. 

Leona Helmsley vs. Mother Teresa. 
I think I see what the problem is. 

We admire Mother Teresa, and we 
despise Leona Helmsley. 

This doesn't immediately look like 
a problem, nor does it look like news. 

Mother Teresa has earned world­
wide admiration of a higher order 
than the admiration we give to ath­
letes, entertainers or other clever 
folks. 

but referred to coyly as "You-Know­
Who." 

The one from Mr. Hoity praises 
her concierge: "We'll put him· up 
against any concierge we have en­
countered in our European travels." 

The one from Miss Toity gushes 
oyer the aid she received when she 
dropped her lipstick on her white 

mink. 
Mother Teresa has 

earned her place by 
virtue of her virtue, her 

COMMENTARY You get the feeling 
that Helmsley' s cljen­
tele are not the sort 

who would just as soon pull their 
Chevy wagons into a Red Roof Inn. 

self-sacrifice and devotion to the poor 
and dying. She exercises heroism on 
a massive scale. We admire her be- . 
cause she gives, she cares, she denies 
herself. 

We're not so fond of Leona 
Helmsley, the luxury-hotel magnate 
famous for being caught in shady fi­
nancial schemes and going to jail. 
Helmsley didn't give, didn't care, 
didn't deny herself, and we get a 
smug pleasure in picturing her just 
desserts. 

A current ad for Helmsley Hotels 
trades on this · notoriety. "Say what 
you will, she runs a helluva hotel," it 
reads in tall stylish letters across the 
top. 

Below, there is a collage of 
scrumptious scenes in shades of ma­
hogany and gold: dining rooms, man­
tel clocks, opera glasses, a suited 
doorman. 

If you placed a similar collage of 
scenes from Mother Teresa's Calcut­
ta hospice side by side with this, you 
would be able to tell the difference. 

Another ad reads, "She knows 
people talk about her. She'll even 
show you what they say." On the 
pale-pink page are laid two letters to 
the personage unnamed in these ads, 

The problem is this: We admire 
Mother Teresa, but we don't want to 
be her. We may not want to be Leo­
na Helmsley, but we wouldn't mind 
being ensconced in the luxury she so 
cynically sells. 

This is the fundamental ambiva­
lence of our age. We long for hero­
ism. We want a culture of giving and 
self-sacrifice. We want compassion 
and caring. We want kindness to be 
showered on everyone from troubled 
youth to our fuzzy forest friends . We 
want a big, big heart, such as beats in 
the tiny frame of an aged nun in Cal­
cutta. 

• Yet, with all this valuing of ten­
derness, life grows steadily more 
crass and brutal. 

For a long time this puzzled me. 
Then light dawned: We don't want 
to do the caring. We want someone 
else -to care for us. Virtue is a good 
thing for someone else to have; it will 
make them be nice to me. 

Advertisers have discovered this; 
it seems as if every entity out there 
cares desperately about me, at the top 
of its lungs. My bank cares, my dry 
cleaner cares, my car repairman 

I 

cares. I see them pictured at work in 
TV ads, ordinary Joes in humble set­
tings, glad to labor all night just so 
I'll feel secure. "That's what it's all 
about," says the modest gal in an in­
surance ad. 

Yet, for all these protes.tations, 
somehow I don't feel particularly 
cared for. 

We're looking for grownups. 
We're looking for heroes. We're 
looking for them like a child lost in a 
shopping center looks for his mom. 

But we don't want to give or sac­
rifice or be heroes; we want to be 
children. 

We want to be happy. We have 
the right to be happy. The world 
owes us happiness. We'll give our 
dollars to whoever promises, most 
convincingly, that they will put our 
happiness above thei_r own. We want 
the guy who changes our oil to have 
the weary, tender face we once saw 
bending over the crib. 

Trouble is, he wants the same face 
on his fast-food waitress, who wants 
it on the grocery store cashier. We're 
holding out for a hero, for our enti­
tlement of happiness. 

Mother Teresa may well have 
found a variety of happiness, but I 
don't think it's one we can even un­
derstand. It's not the kind of happi­
ness you have at the beginning of a 
long couch-potato evening with 
plenty of drinks and Fritos. 

But I don't think she feels the kind 
of desolation we do when too many 
of those evenings come to their futile 
end. 

The problem is, we admire Moth­
er Teresa's values, and we despise 
Leona Helmsley's. The problem is, 
we earnestly want what we despise. 
(RNS) 

Frederica Mathewes-Green 
Commentator for Religion News Service 
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Trustee Woody 
Cumbie drew 

applause for his 
illustration 
comparing 

Southern Seminary 
to a bus with a new 

driver. Despite an 
almost complete 

turnover in bus 
riders and the 

possibility of fewer 
numbers of riders, 
the bus is in better 
condition because 

of its corrected 
destination and 

driver, he 
suggested. 

"The agenda is 
clear-the effort 
was to prevent a 

more conservative 
faculty from 

control of Review 
& Expositor." 

Al Mohler 

BAPTISTS 
Johnso·n new chairman of Southern Seminary board 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-Jerry Johnson, 
the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary trustee who six years ago 
accused Roy Honeycutt of not believ­
ing the Bible, has been named chair­
man of the seminary's trustee board. 

Meeting on the Louisville campus 
April 15-16, trustees also approved a 
slightly decreased budget, elected 
seminary President Al Mohler to the 
faculty with tenure and considered 
enrollment and endowment figures. 

Johnson, a Colorado pastor who 
has served on the trustee board siµce 
1989, gained national attention in 
1990 when he distributed a 16-page 
paper called ''The Cover-up at South­
ern Seminary," in which he accused 
then-President Honeycutt of not be­
lieving the Bible. 

"One would have to be blind as a 
mole to not see that Dr. Honeycutt 
just doesn't believe the Bible," 
Johnson wrote in the paper. 

JoJ:mson, then 25 years old, came 
to prominence at the same time con­
servatives first gained a working ma­
jority on the trustee board and began 
their efforts to move the seminary to 
the right. 

Also at last week's meeting, Or­
man Simmons of Arkansas was elect-

ed as the board's second vice chair­
man. Ruffin Snow of Oklahoma and 
John Hicks of Louisville were re­
elected first vice chairman and secre-
tary, respectively. , 

Mohler spoke of upcoming chang­
. es in the seminary's four schools of 
theology, education, music and mis­
sions/evangelism. 

He noted the theology school will 
consolidate its multiple tracks of 
study to emphasize pastoral leader -
ship. Other changes will reflect a 
greater emphasis on worship training 
in each of the schools, and on leader­
ship development particularly in the 
school of Christian education. 

Mohler also announced the ap­
pointments of Ben Mitchell as assis­
tant professor of Christian ethics and 
of Richard Land as distinguished vis­
iting professor of Christian ethics dur­
ing the fall 1996 and spring 1997 se­
mesters. Land is executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission; Mitchell is a CLC con­
sultant on biomedical and life issues. 

In a report from the professional 
degree program committee, Woody 
Cumbie, an at-large trustee from In­
dianapolis, presented new options for 
students and reported on enrollment 
projections. 

Cumbie acknowledged enrollment 
figures had fallen in previous years, 

but rather than interpreting such 
changes as a "bottoming out," he said 
the changes represented finding the 
school's "foundation." 

To illustrate his point, Cumbie told 
a story, ''the parable of the bus," while 
holding up a large yellow cardboard 
cutout of a bus as a metaphor for 
Southern Seminary. 

Several years ago, Cumbie ex­
plained, this bus was full of people 
going "nowhere in particular" or 
"anywhere in general." But when a 
new bus driver arrived, some people 
got off the bus at the very rumor that 
the driver had changed the bus's des­
tination marquee to read "somewhere 
in specific." However, about the same 
number of people got on in anticipa­
tion of the bus's new direction, he 
said.· 

At each stop, more people got off 
the bus, but almost the same number 
of people continued to get on the bus 
as well. 

Cumbie drew applause for his il­
lustration, presumably showing that 
despite an almost complete turnover 
in bus riders and the possibility of 
fewer numbers of riders, the bus was 
in a better condition because .of its 
corrected destination arid driver. 

In other business, trustees: • 
I Approved a $3.89 million expen­

ditu~e for completion of phase two o_f 

the Honeycutt Student Center. 
I Approved unanimously the se­

lection of Coopers & Lybrand as au­
ditors for the year ending 1996. 

Several minutes after the vote, 
however, trustee David Wilson of 
Texas raised the issue of whether the 
seminary should use the Atlanta­
based management consultant firm, 
which reportedly has ties to the Texas 
state lottery. After discussion, trustees 
agreed the financial board should 
continue to study the situation. 

I Unanimously adopted the pro­
posed $16.6 million budget for 1996-
1997. This figure represents a 4 per­
cent decrease from the current year' s 
$1 7 .3 million budget, continuing a 
several-year trend of shrinking bud­
get dollars. 

I Elected Mohler as full professor 
of Christian theology and granted him 
tenure. This action was taken subse­
quent to his hiring as seminary presi­
dent, but was to be finalized at a later 
time so it would not be confused with 
his election as president. 

I Approved the following faculty 
promotions: Lee Conver to professor 
of psychology of religion and pasto­
ral care with tenure; Mark Seifrid to 
asso.ciate professor of New Testament 
interpretation without tenure; and T. 
Vaughan Walker to professor of 
black church studies without tenure. 

• Mohler planning journal to replace Rev·iew & Expositor • 
By Melanie Childers 
• Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE- In a report to the 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary board of trustees April 16, Pres­
ident Al Mohler firmly denounced the 
decision of the Review & Expositor' s 
editorial board to distance itself from 
the seminary. 

Review & Expositor is a scholarly 
theological journal associated with 
Southern Seminary for 93 years. The 
journal's editorial board announced 
March 26 that it was reorganizing and 
no longer would be considered the 
faculty journal of Southern Seminary. 

The reorganized board includes 
representatives from six non-SBC 
seminaries and university divinity 
schools. 

"The actions announced by the 
editorial board in late March 1996 
were the culmination of efforts and 
proposals rooted far earlier _in the 
1990s," Mohler said, noting the sem­
inary Faculty Association's 1990 de­
cision to enable the Review & Expos­
itor editorial board to file articles of 

incorporation- an act which facilitat­
ed last month' s move away from the 
seminary. 

"The actions were taken without,, 
the consideration of a conversation 
with the president, and the adminis­
tration was taken by surprise when the 
editorial board made its announce­
ment," Mohler said, reading from a 
four-page document. 

"The agenda is clear- the effort 
was to prevent a more conservative . 
faculty from control of Review & 
Expositor," he said. 

But Dan Stiver, professor of Chris­
tian philosophy and editor of Review 
& Expositor; said later that Review & 
Expositor "chose to be non-political" 
despite pressure to leave the seminary 
and to narrow faculty involvement in 
an exclusive manner. 

"We chose to work with the ad­
ministration" and solicit contributions 
from faculty members of varying per­
suasions, Stiver said. 

' 'The bottom line is, if we still had 
subscribers, we would still be here," 
Stiver said. "It became apparent to the 
board that we had two choices- to 

stay and perish, or find another place 
where i_t could prosper. It was basical- . 
ly a financial decision." 

Regarding Mohler' s statement that 
the administration was taken by sur­
prise, Stiver said the journal's board 
relayed its financial plight to seminary 
administrators last spring, and that the 
Review & Expositor's move was dis­
cussed with a vice president as early 
as last fall. 

Several legal actions were consid­
ered for-recovering Review & Expos­
itor, Mohler said, asserting that the 
seminary could demonstrate the jour­
nal functioned as a de facto subsid­
iary of the seminary for 90 years. 

"Nevertheless, on the basis of l 
Corinthians 6: 1-7, we have consid­
ered any legal action to be wrongful," 
he said. "We do not intend to answer 
a wrong suffered by Southern Semi­
nary with another wrong action." 

Mohler invoked statements of 
former presidents E.Y. Mullins .and 
Roy Honeycutt to support his asser­
tion that Review & Expositor should 
not have left Southern Seminary. He 
quoted Mullins extensively, as the vi-

sionary who fostered creation of the 
journal; and recounted Mullins ' un­
derstanding of the journal's founding 
purposes. 

Mohler also quoted a statement 
• from former President Roy Honeycutt 

that appeared to support Mohler' s op­
position to Review & Expositor's 
changes. 
. But in a subsequent interview, 
Honeycutt said his earlier statement, 
from a letter written about five years 
ago, was to address a different situa­
tion and had no bearing on the recent 
action by the journal' s board. 

Mohler assured trustees that 
Southern would found a new theolog-

• ical journal to replace Review & Ex­
positor. 

In a response on behalf of trustee . 
officers, Chairman Richard White ex­
pressed "deepest regret and disap­
pointment" toward the Review & Ex­
positor, calling its separation from 
Southern "an act of dishonorY 

Further, White added, the trustees 
affirmed and encouraged the admin­
istration to begin immediately the 
process for founding the new journal. 

Campbellsville close to getting Carver School from se_minary 
Continued from page 2 

The Council on Social Work Edu­
cation has said its accreditation of the 
Carver. School may not be transferred 
from Southern Seminary to any other 
institution. That means Campbells­
ville must obtain accreditation anew. 
The university already has been in the 
process of securing CSWE accredita­
tion for its undergraduate degree in 
social work. 

Winters said he does not foresee 
any obstacle to gaining accreditation. 

Campbellsville probably would 

accept a class of first-year social work 
students into the Carver School in the 
fall of 1997, Winters said, and then 
expand to offer a second-year pro­
gram in 1998. 

"If we could kick it off with 30 or 
35 students the first year, we'd proba­
bly feel good about it," he said. 

Any students currently in the 
Carver School at Southern Seminary 
are likely to have graduated or trans­
ferred to other institutions before 
Campbellsville obtains ownership. 

About 25 students lack one year in 

the Carver School before completing 
the master of social work degree. 
Some of those students already are 
making · plans to transfer to other 
schools because they are uncertain the 
seminary will be able to fulfill its plan 
to keep the school open and accredit­
ed one more year. 

• To keep accreditation intact, the 
seminary must demonstrate by June 
that it can continue to meet basic re­
quirements of accreditation. 

One of those requirements is hav­
ing adequate faculty to teach the 

courses and supervise field place­
ments. Although Kim has been se­
cured as dean, all other full-time fac­
ulty members will have left the Carv­
er School by this summer. Jon Rain­
bow, a Christian education professor 
qualified to teach social work, will 
teach in the Carver School on loan for 
the 1996-97 academic year. 

Whether other part-time and ad­
junct faculty members will continue 
for the final year remains to be seen, 
according to Janet Spressart, acting 
dean of the Carver School. 
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BAPTISTS 
SBC: 15. 7 million members; 4.6 million in worship 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Southern 
Baptists gained in number of church 
members, number of churches and 
baptisms for 1995, according to data 
released by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 

The 1994-95 church year marked 
the second year of a new reporting 
process for churches nationwide 
called the Annual Church Profile. 
Due to changes in the reporting pro­
cess and some unexpected difficul­
ties encountered this year, statistics 
are not comparable to previous years 
in all categories. 

The 1995 report showed church 
membership climbing to 15.67 mil­
lion, a gain of 48,165 or 0.3 percent 
over 1994. 

Baptisms for the year totalled 
393,811, an increase of 15,348 or 4.1 
percent over the previous year. The 
ratio of baptisms to total church 
membership was 1 :40, a . slight im­
provement over the 1994 ratio of 
1 :41. 

Other church membership addi-

tions- transfer of church letter, join­
ing by statement- totaled 468,737 in 
1995, a decrease of 582 or 0.1 per­
cent from the 1994 total of 469,319. 

The number of Southern Baptist 
churches topped 40,Q00, increasing 
from the 1994 total of 39,910 to 
40,120, a gain of 210. Church-type 
missions operated by churches de­
creased by 195 or 4.6 percent to a 
1995 total of 4,026. 

In church program areas, music 
ministry enrollment/participation 
registered a 2.2 percent increase of 
40,171 to a new total enrollment of 
1.88 million. 

Small decreases were reported in 
Woman's Missionary Union and 
Sunday school enrollments. WMU 
enrollment dropped by 43,427 or 3.9 
percent to a new total ofl.06 million, 
while Sunday school enrollment de­
clined by 55,698 or 0.7 percent to a 
new total of 8.21 million. 

Discipleship training enrollment/ 
participation registered 2.17 million. 
Due to changes in reporting, the 1995 

figure does not accurately compare 
to previous years. 

Brotherhood enrollment/partici­
pation totalled 749,310. For the first 
time, both men and women who par­
ticipated in certain mission projects 
or mission action groups were in­
cluded in the total. 

Sunday morning worship attenc 
dance totaled 4.56 million for 1995, 
an increase of 131, 180 or 3 percent 
over the 1994 total. This figure rep­
resents the attendance in churches on 
the last Sunday of the associational 
year and is not necessarily an aver­
age for the year. 

In financial areas, total tithes, of­
ferings and special gifts to Southern 
Baptist churches for the year were 
$5.64 billion, an increase of $62.56 
million or 1.1 percent over 1994. To­
tal receipts by churches were $6.07 
billion, a decrease of $10.71 million 
or 0.2 percent. Total mission expen­
ditures by churches increased 5.3 
percent or $43.14 million, to a 1995 
total of $858. 78 million. 

Missionary fired by FMB speaks at Indiana church 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

NEW ALBANY, Ind. (ABP)­
One Southern Baptist church has 
designated money in its missions 
budget for fired Singapore mission- . 
ary Charles Carroll and several oth­
ers have made financial pledges dur-
ing his April visit to the United 
States. 

The veteran missionary said the 
positive reaction shows that many 
Southern Baptists don't agree with 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board, which fired Carroll for 
charismatic tendencies. 

"I'm finding an openness among 
Southern Baptists I've never seen be­
fore," Carroll said April 16 after 
speaking at Graceland Baptist 
Church in New Albany, Ind., just 
across the Ohio River from Louis­
ville. "The people are a lot more open 
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit" 
than are denominational leaders, he 

said. 
"They're the ones going to Prom­

ise Keepers, office Bible studies, lis­
tening to praise and worship music, 
and yearning for more," Carroll said. 
"The man in the pew has less diffi­
culty in understanding the workings 
of God and believing in the supernat­
ural." 

Though fired as a missionary, 
Carroll still is pastor of Community 
of Praise Baptist Church, which con-· 
tinues to affiliate with the Singapore 
Baptist Convention. 

He also is vice chairman for that 
city's "Renewal '96," a series of Au­
gust meetings featuring noted South­
ern Baptist author and speaker Hen­
ry Blackaby. 

Carroll was in the U.S. to estab­
lish a new organization to help sup­
port his ministry. At its first meeting 
April 13, Community of Praise Inter­
national named a seven-rriember 
board of directors. Carroll is presi- • 
dent of the organization. The vice 

president is Wallace Henley, senior 
pastor of Encourager Church, a char­
ismatic Baptist congregation in 
Houston. 

During the three-week trip, Car­
roll planned to seek support in meet­
ings with members of eight churches 
and groups, including Baylor Uni­
versity's George W. Truett Theolog­
ical Seminary in Texas. Yet the mis­
sionary said there is more to the new 
organization than generating finan­
cial support. 

"We believe this is more than rais­
ing money for Community of 
Praise," he said. "This is about what 
God is doing around the world to 
reach the lost. We're finding like­
minded churches that will link up 

• with others. There are more like­
minded churches out there than we 
thought." 

One of them is Graceland, a 
prominent southern Indiana congre­
gation which long has emphasized 
vibrant praise and worship and the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. Pastor Steve 
Marcum said while the church can­
not add Commu_nity of Praise to its 
present missions budget, it still sup­
ports Carroll's work. 

Marcum is current president of 
the Indiana Baptist State Convention 
but said he doesn't expect any con­
flicts to arise from Carroll's visit, 
saying Southern Baptists in his state 
respect each other's differences. 

He called issues like those that led 
to Carroll's ouster "non-essential." 

Since.his dismissal Dec. 31, the 
church has grown by 25 percent, to 
about 500 members, he said. Still, 
with Singapore's high cost ofliving, 
the church's large staff and its sup­
port of a halfway house for ex-drug 
addicts, being forced to add a pas­
tor's salary puts a strain on the bud­
get, he said. 

Carroll said his family has· per­
mission to stay in their FMB house 
until June, when they expect to move 
into a small, high-rise apartment. 
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NATION 
Justice Scalia's comments on religion spark debate 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- A Su­
preme Court justice's April 9 remarks 

, at a Mississippi Baptist church have 
ignited another round of controversy 
over the role of religion in public life. 

Addressing a breakfast at Jack­
son's First Baptist Church, Justice 
Antonin Scalia decried what he de­
scribed as the modem world's ridicule 
of Christians who believe in miracles 
such as the Resurrection of Jesus, ac­
cording to news reports. The event 
was sponsored by the Christian Legal 
Society chapter at Mississippi College 
School of Law, a Baptist institution. 

In rare remarks for a Supreme 
Court justice, Scalia reportedly told 
the audience of more than 650 that 
modem society views those who hold 
traditional Christian beliefs as "sim­
ple-minded." 

CNN' s "Crossfire" focused on the 
controversy generated by Scalia's ad­
dress in its April 10 program, which 
featured Yale University law profes­
sor Stephen Carter and Baptist Joint 
Committee Executive Director James 
Dunn. 

Carter, whose 1994 book "The 
Culture of Disbelief' argued for a 
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more visible role for religion in the 
public square, voiced some agree­
ment with Scalia's views about the 
oversecularization of society. 

Americans who fight for or against 
public-policy causes because of their 
faith often "are ridiculed and sneered 
at," Carter said. 

Scalia would not have sparked the 
same reaction had .he talked about 
other important aspects of his life, 
Carter said. "But since he mentioned 
his. faith and its importance to him in 
life, suddenly there's an uproar,". he 
added. 

Dunn applauded Scalia's courage 
in "bearing his Christian witness" but 
rejected the notion that the nation has 
become too secular. 

"Religion in America is a power­
ful and pervasive force, and Chris­
tianity is the best-funqed, the largest 

• and most powerful religious group in 
America," Dunn said. 

The Baptist church-state specialist 
said it is "almost silly to talk about 
Christians being the object of ridicule. 
We have some pretty good advice 
about what to do when that happens. 
It's found in the Beatitudes when 

Jesus said, 'Rejoice when men shall 
revile you and persecute you and say 
all manner of evil against you."' 

Carter agreed that Christianity is a 
large, well-funded religion and that 
the threat of ridicule should not deter 
Christians from speaking up. 

But it's also the case, Carter said, 
that "a lot of Christians are very re­
luctant to talk about their faith, espe­
cially when they're around co-work­
ers and colleagues whom they think 
may think less of them and in particu­
lar are reluctant to proclaim a belief 
openly in ... miracles." 

Crossfire host Fred Barnes asked 
Dunn if he had a problem with Presi­
dent Clinton citing Commerce Secre­
tary Ron Brown's favorite Scripture 
verse from Isaiah after Brown died in 
a tragic plane crash in Croatia. "Here 
is the president professing his faith, 
Ron Brown's faith," Barnes said. 

"I applaud the president," Dunn 
said. "I applaud Ron Brown. I ap­
plaud Justice Scalia for his courage in 
bearing his Christian witness in a sit­
uation like that. It's not the context of 
what he [Scalia] said, it's the content 
of his using his free-exercise of reli-

gion to deny the existence of it." 
Dunn latter added that his problem 

is not with "Mr. Scalia giving his 
Christian testimony" but with his 
analysis that American society is irre­
ligious ,and awash in Christian bash­
ing. "I just don't believe that's true," 
he said. 

Crossfire host Bill Press suggested 
that critics of public policies espoused 
by religious Americans often are ac­
cused of Christian-bashing or Catho­
lic-bashing .. 

"Isn't what's going on here that the 
Religious Right, and to a certain ex­
tent Catholics, want to be in the mar­
ketplace of ideas but they don't want 
any criticism, and when you criticize 
them they say they're being persecut­
ed?" Press asked. 

Carter responded that criticism is 
good and that it's not Catholic-bash­
ing, for example, to disagree with po­
sitions esp<;>used by Catholic bishops. 

"My concern is not with disagree­
ment," he said, but with "the steady 
drumbeat that one often hears that 
somehow it is inappropriate for reli­
gious people" to c;all for policy chang­
es based on their religious beliefs. 

Landlord cannot refuse unmarried couple 
SAN FRANCISCO (RNS)-ln a 

long-awaited case pitting the Reli­
gious Freedom Restoration Act 
against state open-housing laws, the 
California Supreme Court ruled 4-3 
April 9 that landlords may not refuse 
to rent to unmarried , couples on 
grounds of religious belief. 

The case involved landlady Eve­
lyn Smith in the Northern Califor­
nia city of Chico. A Presbyterian, 
Smith said she had long refused to 
rent to unmarrieds, or to others who 
engage in sex outside of marriage, 
out of fear that God would judge her 
and she would be prevented from 
seeing her dead husband in the af­
terlife. 

When Gail Randall and Kenneth 
Phillips responded to a classified ad 
to rent one of Smith's four apartment 
units in 1987, Smith asked if they 
were married. The couple responded 
that they were and put down a deposit 
on the unit. But Phillips later. revealed 
that he and Randall were not married. 
Smith refunded the deposit. 

The couple filed a complaint 

against Smith with the state's Depart­
ment of Fair Employment and Hous­
ing, which ruled that Smith had vio­
lated California's open-housing law. 
The law prevents landlords from in­
quiring as to the marital status of pro­
spective tenants. 

A state appeals court overturned 
the agency's ruling, however, finding 
that the Religious Freedom Restora­
tion Act, passed three years ago, su~ 
persedes state open-housing laws. 

But in the latest ruling, a fractured · 
California Supreme Court found that 
California's housing law was not "di-

. rected against religious exercise," but 
is "religion-neutral." 

"Smith's religion does not require 
her to rent apartments, nor is invest­
ment in rental units the only available 
income-producing use of her capital," 
the court ruled. "Thus she can avoid 
the burden on her religious exercise 
without violating her.beliefs or threat­
ening her livelihood." 

Only one other state court-the 
Supreme Court of Alaska in a 1994 
case-has held that RFRA prevents a 

landlord from claiming an exemption . 
to state· open-housing laws on 
grounds of religious belief. A case on 
the same issue recently came before 
the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa­
chusetts. But that court sent the case 
back to a trial court fot further fact­
finrl,ing and may take up the question 
agam. 

Jordan Lorence, a Fairfax, Va., at­
torney who represented Smith, prom­
ised he would ask the U.S. Supreme 
Court to review the decision. 

''The court is setting the standard 
so high to trigger protection under 
RFRA that very few people are going 
_to get any protection under it," said 
Lorence, whose fees were paid by the 
Alliance Defense Fund, a conserva­
tive religious group. 

''The government has to be on the 
, verge of throwing the religious per­

son in jail or putting them in front of a 
firing squad before this court will rec­
ognize any protection for them. That 
clearly was never the intent of Con­
gress or President Clinton when they 
enacted (the law) in 1993." 

Supreme Court rejects three religion cases 
WASHINGTON (ABP)- Re­

tuming to the bench April 15 after a 
two-week break, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to hear three disputes 
involving religious-liberty claims. 

Left standing were lower court rul­
ings that: 

I Chicago officials have the right 
to refuse to permit worship services 
in a commercially zoned area; 

I Ohio may exempt religious or­
ganizations from charitable solicita­
tion regulations without violating the 
First Amendment's ban against gov­
ernment advancement of religion; 

• I The First Amendment prevents 
courts from ruling on a lawsuit by a 
Texas Pentecostal minister challeng­
ing the cancellation of his minister's 
license. 

In the Chicago dispute, Celestial 
Church of Christ challenged the city's 
refusal to let the church conduct reli­
gious services in an area zoned for 
commercial and business purposes. 
The church argued that the refusal vi­
olated its free-exercise rights under 
the First Amendment to the Constitu­
tion. 

An Illinois appeals court, in a de­
cision the state's Supreme Court re- . 
fused tci review, rejected that claim. 

Allowing the church and other re­
ligious groups "to locate where they 
will in Chicago would clearly destroy 
the city's development plan," the 
court said. , 

The court noted thar 40 percent of 
Chicago is zoned residential, where 
churches may worship. "Consequent-

ly, we feel Celestial Church is not 
substantially burdened," the court 
said. 

In the next case, three Ohio non­
profit organizations challenged por­
tions of the state's charit;ible solicita­
tion law, which requires covered or­
ganizations to register with the attor­
ney general, providing financial re­
ports and other information . . 

Among other challenges, the 
groups unsuccessfully argued that the 
law's exemption of religious organi­
zations unconstitutionally favored re­
ligion. 

The appeals court s.aid the charita­
ble solicitation statute serves the "sec­
ular purpose" of protecting the state's 
citizens from abusive solicitation 
practices. 
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NATION 
Clinton's veto 0-1 abort.ion bill -raises political stakes 
By Adelle Banks difficult pregnancy. 
Religion News Service Immediately after vetoing the 

measure, the president put a personal 
WASHINGTON (RNS)-Presi~ face on the debate by introducing sev­

dent Clinton's veto April 10 of a pro- eral women who had undergone the 
posed ban on a controversial late-term - procedure after learning of dire health 
abortion procedure has highlighted an problems with their fetuses. 
emotional moral battle that may have "This . terrible problem affects a 
profound implications for the 1996 few hundred Americans every year 
presidential race. who desperately want their children, 

Condemned harshly by groups are trying to build families, and are 
ranging from the National Confer- trying to strengthen their families," 
enceofCatholicBishopstotheChris- Clinton said. "And they should not 

· tian Coalition and praised by religious become pawns in a larger debate, -
and secular groups that favor abortion even though it is a serious and legiti­
rights, Clinton vetoed legislation that mate debate of profound signifi­
would have made it a crime for doc- cance." 
tors to perform a third-trimester pro- Clinton· said he vetoed the ban be­
cedure known as "intact dilation and cause its supporters did not include an 
evacuation"-what foes call "partial- exception for "serious, adverse health 
birth abortion." consequences to the mother." The 

If it had not been vetoed, the legis- proposed measure would have al" 
Iation would have been the first con- lowed the procedure if the mother's 
gressional ban of an abortion proce- life were in danger, but did not make 
dure since the U.S. Supreme Court a broader exception to cover cases 
u_pheld women's right to aI?~rtion in ~here the _w?man's health-but not 
the 1973 Roe vs. Wade declSlon. life- was mJeopardy. 

Opponents ofabortion rights said The procedure involves partially 
. the procedure is tantamount to mur- extracting a fetus, feet first, and then 

dering a fully formed human. Clinton collapsing the skull in the birth canal 
argued that while he, too, abhors late- by suctioning out the brain. 
term abortions, the procedure is nee- Spokespersons on either side of 
essary in a small number of.cases to the debate variously described Clio­
protect the life or health of a mother • ton as an extremist and a protector of 
suffering the effects of a dangerously . sound public policy. 

"Even though it (the veto) was 
promised . . . we are shocked that he 
could put himself on the side of what 
is virtually infanticide," said Helen 
Alvare, planning and information di­
rector of the pro-life office of the Na­
tional Conference- of Catholic Bish­
ops. 

"I think it means pro-lifers have 
gained the moral high ground in an 
even stronger way. They have shown 
that the other side is more extreme 
than their ordinary rhetoric would re­
veal. It will be a black mark on the 
pro-abortion group and the pro-abor­
tion president that will last a long 
time," Alvare added. 

But Ann Thompson Cook, execu­
tive director of the Religious Coali­
tion for Reproductive Choice, a group 
representing 38 Christian and Jewish 
religious organizations, said those 
who supported the ban are exercising 
only "partial compassion." 

"They're not compassionate to­
ward the women who do what can 
only be called soul-searching at this 
moment, and it's not compassionate 
toward the fetus that is in severe cir­
cumstances," she said. 

Cook said giving the government 
an opportunity to "second-gues,s" the 
decisions of women, their families 
and physici:,ms is inappropriate. 

"It can only impose somebody 

else's religion for the government to . 
say one thing is right and wrong in all 
situations," she said. • 

Ban supporters, including Sen; 
Majority Leader Robert Dole of Kan­
sas, the expected Republican nominee 
for president, intend to make Clin­
ton's action a key issue in the 1996 
election campaign. Dole said Cl.iµton 
has "embraced the extreme position· 
of those who support abortiqn at any 
time, at any place and for any reason." 

"It will be very hard, if not impos­
sible, for Bill Clinton to look Roman 
Catholic and evangelical voters in the 
eye and ask for ilieir support in No­
.vember," declared Ralph Reed, Chris­
tian Coalition executive director. "By 
allowing that procedure to continue -

• unchecked, President Clinton has dis­
appointed and deeply offended one of 
the largest voting blocks in the elec­
torate." 

John C. Green, director of the Bliss 
Institute of Applied Politics at the 
University of Akron in Ohio, said the 
debate over the procedure likely will 
help Republicans and hurt Demo­
crats. "The Catholic swing vote 
among those people who might be in­
fluenced by this type of issue may 
amount to 5 percent," said Green. "In 
a real close election, you can see how 
that could make a difference one way 
or another." 

Small Baptist church gains open door during standoff 
By Sarah Zimmerman 
SBC Home Mission Board 

JORDAN, Mont. (BP)- The 
Southern Baptist congregation in Jor­
dan, Mont., considered declaring it­
self the "Church of the Truly Free 
.Han," but instead is taking other steps 
to witness during the standoff be­
tween FBI agents and Freemen. 

FBI agents and media representa­
tives have rented every hotel room 

• and travel trailer in the town of 500 
residents, said associational mission­
ary Mike McKinney. When the FBI 
approached the Jordan Community 
Bible Church SBC about using its fa­
cility for sleeping quarters, the church 
opened its doors. • 

Agents sleep at the church in 
shifts, layman Frank Phipps said. The 
church building is a former commu­
nity center with offices, rest rooms 
and showers. 

Pastor James Riekeman said Free­
men use the Bible to justify white-su­
premacy, tax evasion and seizure of 
state and federal land. Their biblical 
interpretations have the entire com­
munity talking about theology. 

"Our members have had a lot of 
good witnessing situations. It's al­
lowed us to discuss the real truth of 
the gospel," said Riekeman, who 
leads another congregation 70 miles 
away. "I'm confident that God is go­
ing to continue to use this to allow us 
to tell people about Jesus. My guess 

is that 80 percent of the 1,600 people 
in Garfield County have never heard 
a straightforward pn;sentation of the 
gospel." · 

Phipps said Catholics and Mor­
mons are dominant in the area. When 
residents ask how people could be­
lieve the Freemen's claims, Phipps 
replies: "I tell them that the Freemen 
have followed a false Messiah. I wor­
ship the true Messiah and I ask them 
to follow Christ." 

Life is tense in Jordan as the stand­
off disrupts routines, McKinney said. 
A public school bus route was can­
celed out of fear the children would 
be taken hostage as they passed near 
the Freemen's barricade. 

"We're all praying for this to be 

resolved peacefully and without 
bloodshed,,. McKinney said. 

Riekeman and Phipps also are 
praying the national spotlight will 
help them recruit a pastor dedicated 
to the Jordan mission. 

"We're praying for a great revival 
here, and we'd like to have a leader," 
Phipps said. "We need a pastor who 
is strong enough to take this thing an~ 
run with it." 

Begun two years ago, the Jordan 
mission has 13 members and average 
attendance of 25. It is sponsored by 
First Baptist Church of Circle, Mont., 
where Riekeman also is pastor. He 
preaches in Circle on Sunday morn­
ing then drives to Jordan for Sunday 
evening Bible study and worship. 

Summit rallies Religious Left for action, soul-searching 
WASHINGTON (RNS)-Deter­

mined not to relinquish the moral high 
ground to the Christian Coalition, a 
who's who of leftist intellectuals, 
community activists and religious 
leaders gathered April 14-16 to fo­
ment _a Religious Left. 

"The Summit on Ethics and Mean­
ing" in Washington, D.C., was a rally 
for- activists appalled by the political 
muscle of the Religious Right and 
'longing for a reinvigorated, authentic 
moral voice on the left. 

The liberals convening this three­
d?y summit also admit that some­
times, in an effort to keep church and 
state separate, they have drained their 
ow!). vision of moral content. 

They want God back. 
Or, as one summit leader, Jim 

Wallis, said: "A growing number of 
American Christians are feeling a 
fresh commitment to apply spiritual 

values to vexing questions in our pub­
lic life, and, where necessary, to offer 
an alternative to the Christian Right. 
We want other voices to be heard." 

The 1960s are a flas_h point for the 
Christian Right, which traces Ameri­
ca's perceived moral decline to the 
excesses of that decade. At the Chris­
tian Coalition convention in Wash­
ington last September, speaker after· 
speaker drew standing ovations by 
decrying the '60s. _ -

This dynamic fascinates Professor 
John Green, an expert on evangelical 
voters and director of the Bliss Insti­
tute of Applied Politics at the Univer­
sity of Akron in Ohio. 

"The first to take part in modern 
religious ideological politics were 
leftist Protestants in the 1950s and 
'60s," Green said. "They represented 
a new breed who fought for civil 
rights and opposed the war in Viet-

_L__L!_! . .LI 

nam. They were followed by liberal 
Roman Catholics who were galva-

-nized by Vatican II. 
''The religious conservatives tend::­

ed to be apolitical during this time. In 
a sense, the Christian Coalition and 
the current move to the Religious 
Right was almost a delayed reaction 
to the successes of the Religious 
Left." 

The reaction has been formidable. 
Exit polls now find one in three 
American voters identify as an evan­
gelical Christian, Green said. 

At the core, the Religious Left and 
Right operate under contrasting no­
tions of God, Green said. For conser­

. vative Momions, Catholics, Jews and 
evangelicals, God is the all-powerful, 
all-knowing governor of human lives. 

Liberals in those and other faiths 
embrace a less-authoritarian deity. 
''The liberals' God is less concerned 

with rules and more concerned with 
justice and comp?ssion," Green said. 

One pitfall the leftist summit must 
avoid, Green said, is simply defining 
its.elf in opposition to the Religious 
Right. 

Michael Russell, a spokesman for 
the Christian Coalition, suspects So­
journers Magazine editor Wallis has 
created a cottage industry out of criti­
cizing the Christian Right. Russell 
said he has yet to see any groundswell 
of popular support for summit orga­
nizers or their cause. 

"When we introduced our Con­
tract with the American Family in 
May last year, it wasn't to oppose 
anybody," Russell said. "It was to 
move the country forward. We cer -
tainly welcome Mr. Wallis and the 
others' ideas. But attacking us is not a 
productive, or quite frankly, smart 
strategy." 

"It will be very 
hard, if not 
impossible, for Bill 
Clinton to look 
Roman Catholic 
and evangelical 
voters in the eye 
and ask for their 
support in -
November." 
Ralph Reed; Christian 
Coalition executive 
director 

"Our members have 
had a· 1ot of good 
witnessing 
situations. It's 
allowed us to 
discuss the real 
truth of the 
gospel." 
Jame Riekeman, pastor 
of Jordan Community 
Bible Church SBC .in 
Jordan, Mont. 

"The Christian 
Coalition and the 
current move to 
the Religious Right 
was almost a 
delayed reaction to 
the successes of 
the Religious 
Left." 
John Green of the 
University of Akron 

J 



,; 

Barry Allen wants to know how the Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
can help you make a lasting difference. . . 

-----~&tJJ&UJJmi.11~1-IU!UiiiEtl■ 

When people like Bill and Marilyn Lamkin contact the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation for guidance in planning a gift for one or 
more Baptist causes, they are glad to have someone like President 
Barry Allen to help them. Barry believes the most important 
service provided by the Kentucky Baptist Foundation is helping 
people like the Lamkins accomplish their desires to create plans 
that will provide support "until Christ comes again" to the causes 
most dear to them. 

Stewardship is not a part of life, 'it is a way of life. It includes 
not only giving our tithes and offerings through our local church 
but also using our investment resources in ways that express our 
faith in Jesus Christ. Barry Allen and the staff of the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation are ready to as~ist you in determining how 
you can practice your Christian stewardship at a higher level. 

You can make a difference! Let us know how we can help. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

10605 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40223-3103 

(502) 244-6466 
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Kentucky Acteens meet to 'Fan the Flame' of · missions 
Continued from page 1 
tian dating, practice sharing their 
faith, develop creative movement and 
drama skills, dialogue with-state Act­
een panelists and explore other ave­
nues of Christian ministry and out­
reach. Acteen advisers chose from a 
different set of topics. 

In conjunction with WMU' s annu­
al ministry focus, one conference 
dealt with "Teens and HIV/AIDS." 

. "Every hour, two people under the 
age of 20 get infected with HIV," the 
virus that causes · AIDS, said Holly 
Conner, program consultant for HIV/ 
AIDS prevention education with the 
Kentucky department of education. 

In conducting the information ses­
sion, Conner explained basic infor-

mation about AIDS, listing symptoms 
of the HIV virus and dispelling myths 
about how it can be contracted. 

"People act really funny when 
they're afraid of things," she said, not­
ing that even though most people 
kno·w HIV ean't be contracted 
through casual contact, many still 
worry about it. 

"But can you imagine what it's 
like to have that disease and be ostra­
cized?" she asked. "They're going 
through a lot already, and to have to 
deal with people wanting them out of 
the church or the community­
there's no need for that." 

For the first time, senior high girls 
were invited to participate in a minis­
try project as part of the State Acteen 

Conference, Keith noted. 
In conjunction with a WMU min­

istry emphasis, Acteen groups con- . 
triJ:,uted about 300 white T-shirts for 
a ministry with Girls Inc., a girls' club 
in downtown Bowling Green. 

Twenty-two Acteens chose to 
forego two conference sessions in or­
der to visit the girls' club and help the 
girls paint T-shirts and make greeting 
cards. 

Under the direction of Nora Hub­
bard, Acteen adviser at Living Hope 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, 
each Acteen paired up with a girl at 
the center to help her imprint a girl's 
silhouette on the shirt and then add 
her own designs_ with squirt paint. 

Jamie Seaton, 14, of Nebo Baptist 

Church in Nebo, said the ministry 
helped the center's girls by "giving 
them somebody to be with." 

Laura Cooley, 14, of First Baptist 
Church in Junction City, agreed: "It's 
a self-esteem thing. It helps them feel 
good about themselves for us to spend 
time with them." 

"It's interesting to meet little girls, 
have fun with them and show them 
we el;l[e," added Jennifer Hughes, 16, 
of Locust Grove Baptist Church in 
Murray. • 

"They need positive role models, 
and to see that church is cool," Hugh­
es said. And the ministry ' 'helps us 
grow too and learn to share God' s 
message, even through we're just 
painting shirts," she explained. 

Missionary stood in line three hours to give a witness 
By Melanie Childers 
Staff Writer 

BOWLING GREEN- Mission 
work in difficult places requires mis­
sionaries to use unconventional gifts, 
Vel Cross told Kentucky Acteens. 

Cross, who has served with her 
family in Namibia, South Africa, for 
11 years, was the featured missionary 
guest at Kentucky's State Acteen 
Conference April 12-13 at Eastwood 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green. 

Cross has taught on the college 
level and directed Baptist women's 
work on the mission field. 

To acquaint the Acteens with the 
many native tribes in Namibia, Cross 
showed dolls and other items and ex­
plained each tribe's unique courting 
customs. 

Cross has weathered numerous 
crises in her work, she said, noting 
Namibia is a war-tom country with 
many problems. She discovered God 

could use her unconventional gifts of 
creativity, daring and independence to 
help her thrive in difficult situations, 
she said. 

"So many things opened· my eyes 
to how. people were treated unfairly 
in some parts of the world," she said. 

After three months of living in a 
segregated area for whites during the 
era of apartheid, the Cross family re­
ceived permission to move to a black 
village, she said. 

Cross told of going to a bank 
where an incredibly long line of Afri­
can people were waiting to transact 
business. Seeing she was white, a tell­
er called to her, ready to serve her be­
fore all the black customers. 

Although she was in a hurry, Cross 
said, she realized she couldn't accept 
special treatment just because of the 
color of her skin. So she declined the 

- , offer and stood in line with everyone 
else- for three hours. 

"But God used that time, when one 

white woman took her place in line," 
Cross said. She noted that the African 
pyople immediately opened their lives 
to her, eager to know who she was 
and why she was in the village. 

"Any tiine there's a situation that's 
bad or. not perfect for you, there's 
something good-a blessing-when 
you look for it," she said. 

In her personal testimony, Cross 
credited her mother as being a signif­
icant role model on how to live in 
community with people. Despite be­
ing abused when she was a child, 
Cross' mother broke the cycle of 
abuse and led a life of loving otheri:;. 

Cross' mother sewed clothes for 
people, gave anonymous gifts to un­
derprivileged teenagers and took 
Christmas gifts to "every widower 
and widow in town," Cross said. "She 
even took in a child for several 
months from an unwed mother." 

"Although I resented it at the time, 
it grew on me, and I learned to adopt 
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KENTUCKY/ RUSSIA 
BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP 

Due to some cancellations 
and new projects, volunteers 
are URGENTLY needed for 

the follQwing projects in Russia. 
~ nn~n 

KENTUCKY/ RUSSIA 
BAPTIST PARTNERSHIP 

Date volunteers 
needed 

August 14 - 27 

August 14 - 27 

August 21 - Sept. 3 

August 21 - sept. 3 

sept. 18 - Oct. 1 

sept. 18 - Oct. 1 

October 9 - 22 

cost per volunteer $1995 
14 day assignment 

7-9 

7-9 

12 

5 

8 

12 • 

12 

• Church Project 
Type 

oyatkova Baptist Church, Bryansk construction 

const ruction 

Construction 

Transfiguration Baptist Church 

Oryol Baptist Church 

rver, MOSCOW 

Kolpino Baptist Church, st. Pete 

Deaf Evangelism 

construction 

Evangelism · 

Evangelism/Medical 

Tula 

st. Petersburg 

contact: Partnership Missions Department 
Kentucky Baptist convention 

POBOX43433 
Middletown, KY 40253 

502·245-4101 Ext. 236 

it in my own life," Cross said. 
Just as Cross discovered ways her 

unconventional gifts- like the love of 
adventure-could be used in minis­
try, she encouraged Acteens to nur­
ture their own natural abilities and 
yearnings. 

"My challenge for you today is to ,, 
find joy in who you are, who God 
made you," Cross said. "Don't try to 
be someone else, just find your niche 
and stick in there. 

"The way God made you- your 
personality, your strengths-those are 
the things God has suited you with," 
she said. 

Cross also encouraged the girls to 
support missionaries with their 
prayers, money and volunteer efforts. 
"That's what keeps missionaries go-
ing," she said. ' 

"I challenge you not to forget us," 
she continued. "We're ... trying to 
'fan the flames' in the hearts of peo­
ple God loves." 

Next week 

Next week's Recorder 
will include coverage of 
the Woman's Missionary 
Union annual meeting in 
Murray . . 

WOMEN MENTORS 
Rebecca Robbins, a former 
Kentuckian who now is a 
· member of the creative 
ministries team Face to 
Face, participates in a 
drama about the three 
biblical women who 
together saved the infant 
Moses from death by the 
Egyptians. Face to Face 
provided creative 
leadership for worship and 
workshops during 
Kentucky's 1996 State 
Acteen Conference. More 
than 850 people attended 
the event, held at Eastwood 
Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green April 12-13. 
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Noffsinger leaving WMU for Louisville ministry post 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

a graduate of Western Kentucky 
University and Southern Baptis.t 
Theological Seminary. She spent two 
years as a Southern Baptist mission­
ary journeyman in Liberia in 1970-
72 and served Georgia Baptist WMU 
as Acteens/camp director from 197 4-
1980. 

Kentucky WMU task force which 
designed an AIDS ministry packet 
which has gained national recogni­
tion. As a result, she has spoken 
about AIDS ministry in Kentucky 
churches and associational meetings 
more than 200 times in the last six 

. months. 

In her ministry at Hospitality 
House, Noffsinger hopes "to put into 
practice all I have encouraged peo­
ple to follow" in the seminars and 
conferences she has led over the past 
22 years, she said. The 12-member 
board of directors of Hospitality 
House "very much sees the House as 

:; 

LOUISVILLE-Carol Noffsing­
er, Kentucky Baptist Woman's Mis­
sionary Union associate, has re­
signed to become the first executive 
director of Hospitality House of Lou­
isville. 

The 3-year-old non-profit organi­
zation maintains 11 efficiency apart­
ments on the 16th floor of Trinity 
Towers in downtown Louisville. 
Hospitality House provides a "home 
away from home" for family mem­
bers of patients who come from out­
side metro Louisville to receive med-

Among Noffsinger' s accomplish­
ments during her tenure as Kentucky 
Baptist Young Women's consultant 
was an increase in the number of col­
lege campuses with' Baptist Young 
Women programs from two to 13. 

In 1995, Noffsinger wrote the 
1995 Associational WMU Guide for 
the national WMU. 

a Christian ministry," Noffsinger _ 
said. 

ical treatment. • 
Noffsinger begins her new re-

sponsibilities May 1. . 
Noffsinger has been on the staff 

of Kentucky WMU since 1980. She 
served as Baptisi Young Women's 
consultant for seven years before be­
coming WMU consultant/associate 
in 1987. 

A native of Bremen, Noffsinger is 

As WMU associate, Noffsinger 
has traveled many miles across the 
state training WMU leaders. For ex­
ample, in 1995 she and her WMU 
colleagues logged 1,900 miles and 
trained 1,700 women in a single two­
week period. 

In addition, as the associational 
leadership specialist on the Kentucky 
WMU staff, she has intepreted the 
work of WMU to Baptist association 
councils and directors of missions. 

In 1995, Noffsinger served on the 

It was through the mission orga­
nizations at her home church, New 
Harmony Baptist in Bremen, that 
Noffsinger first felt the call of God 
to ministry, she said. 

During her teen years, she thought 
that call would lead to a missionary 
career. But it was through leading an 
Acteen group in a Louisville church 
and working at missions camps at 
Cedarmore that she came to realize 
she could "be a part of the mission­
ary enterprise through promotion and 
education" in a WMU career, she 
said. "And that was God's will for 
Die." 

In addition to networking in the 
Louisville medical community to en- • 
hance the visibility of Hospitality 
House and enlistin•g more volunteers 
to join the 70 present ones, Noffsing­
er expects to provide personal, 
Christ-centered ministry to those 
who use the facilities, she said. 

Noffsinger readily admits she is 
grieving over leaving a WMU ca­
reer- "WMU has not been just a 
professional calling or ministry, but 
it has been my life," she said. But she 
said she is looking forward to a new 
challenge of "blending administra­
tive responsibilities with. daily hands- _ 
on ministry." 

Hicks leaving KBC staff for position at Hurstbourne 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE- Jeff Hicks, asso­
ciate director of the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention Sunday school de­
partment since July 1990, has re­
signed to become minister of educa- · 
tion and administration at Hurst­
bourne Baptist Church in Louisville. 

At the KBC, Hicks' responsibili­
ties have covered associational Sun­
day school work, small-church de­
velopment, adult work and youth . 
work. • 

Hicks, a Covington native, is a 
graduate of Cumberland College and 
Southern Baptist Theological · Semi­
nary. 

Prior to his service at the KBC, 
Hicks was minister of education at 
Gardenside Baptist Church in Lex- • 
ington and minister of education and 
youth at Main Street Baptist Church 

in Alexandria. He also has served as 
volunteer youth minister at Grants 
Lick Baptist Church in Northern 
Kentucky. . . . . 
• -Hieb.' work to"detelopthe asso'­

ciational Sunday school programs in 
Kentucky has gained national recog­
nition. For the last five years, he has 
received the James W. Chatham As­
sociation Sunday School Standard 
Award from the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board. Until that 
time, no state Baptist convention had 
received the award for more than two 
years in a row. The award i_s based 
on the number of associations which 
receive Sunday School Board recog­
nition for quality Sunday school pro­
grams. Last year, 42 of Kentucky' s 
78 associations received the recogni­
tion. 

In 1991, Hicks initiated an annual 
small-church growth tour, which has 
delivered help to churches which of- . 

Pray to deal with anger 
Continued from page 1 
with God. Another step is to follow 
the advice from the 17th-century Car­
melite lay brother and mystic, 
Lawrence of the Resurrection, who 
showed people how to "practice the 
presence of God" no matter what they 
were doing. 

"Prayer is being attentive to God," 
Hinson said. "In order to love God, 
you have to get to know God." 

Hinson, who said his experiences 
during the Great Depression make it 
difficult for him to accept gifts, admits 
that people don't always find ii easy 
to accept God's gift of grace. 

. "Exposure to the storms of life 
causes us to pull our shutters closed," 
he said. "We have trouble accepting 
we are loved with an infinite love be­
cause we all have faults that deep 
down make it hard to accept our­
selves." 

But prayer can change that, he 
said. Opening up to God, even a small 
amount, will allow God's love to 
drive out fear so we can become "re-

·~- Lt Z!.i.i!ZZSJ.i.i& 

born inside." 
An intimate relationship with God 

also will lead one to pray for others 
"out of deep concern," Hinson said. 

To participate in "a listening that 
goes beyond hearing and a seeing that 
goes beyond looking," Hinson sug­
gested spending time with hurting 
people as well as time in solitude and 
silence. 

"By seeing the hurt of others we 
may become tenderized," he said. But 
uninterrupted exposure to such pain 
is impossible, he said. 

"Each of us needs a daily retreat." 
he said. He suggested allotting 20 
minutes twice a day for centering 
one's life. "Find a place of solitude 
and just show up." 

Hinson uses a 45-minute walk 
each day to center himself. The goal 
is "to be present where I am," he said. 

"You can't manufacture an inner 
peace. Only God can give you that. 
But everything else falls into place 
when we make God our first priori­
ty," he said. 

ten have limited contact with KBC 
personnel and resources. In 1994 and 
1995 alone, more than 500 churches 
and all 78 associations were repre­
sented ;at-ifie one~nlght: events.' , • ~ • ' 

One of Hicks' goals for the tours 
has been to demonstrate the KBC in 

• general and the Sunday school de­
partment in particular "exist to serve 
the churches, not the reverse," he 
said. 

While he has appreciated the 

many opportunities his work through 
the KBC has afforded for multiply- . 
ing his ministry, Hicks said he is 
looking forward to a more direct, 
hands-on •approach ,at ~~rstbourne .. 
"I have missed getting into a

1 
lost 

world." 
And he said he has missed seeing 

people and churches move "from 
point A to point B," something that 
is easier to track from the vantage 
point of the local church. 

Someone thinks I'm special! 
All of us need someone who 

believes that we are special. Many 
of my friends are now becoming 
grandparents. It is 'great to see that 
special gleam in their eyes and hear 
the ring in their voices when they 
talk of their grandchildren. They 
joyfully share about all the things 
their grandchildren say 

Because we are often told by chil­
dren who have succeeded despite 
difficult life situations that it was 
having one special person who 
took an interest in them that made 
all the difference. All children need 
at least one special person who lis­
tens, accepts them for who they are, 

and do! 
Some of the children 

in our care have need of 
people who will take that 
same kind of interest in 
them. They have no one 
to visit or to be visited by 
regularly. Yes, they have 
the staff, but it's some­
how just not quite the 
same as having other 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

and encourages them to 
be all that they can be. 

Can you imagine be­
ing that person in the life 
of a child? Can there be a 
better reward than know­
ing you changed the life 
of a child? · 

special friends as well. Curtis C. Mooney 
For these children we •------­

We have special 
needs right now for visit­
ing family resources at 
both Spring Meadows 
Children's Home in Lou­
isville and at Glen Dale 
Children's Home in try to provide what we 

call "visiting family resources." 
. That's our name for people who are 

willing to make a real commitment 
to being a part of the life of a child. 

I say "commitment" because 
these individuals are willing to do 
more than simply invite a child into 
their home for Christmas or anoth­
er holiday. Instead, visiting family 
resources are people who are will­
ing to follow certain guidelines and 
try to develop a more long-term re­
lationship. 

Why do we do this, you ask? 

Glendale. If you think you would 
like to become a visiting family re­
source, please call Buckley Carlin 
at Glen Dale at (502) 369-7380 or 
Ann Santora at Spring Meadows at 
(502) 369-7380. 

They would love to hear from , 
you! 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. WWW 
address: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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Erlanger's construction mission breaks down walls 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

ERLANGER- They went to Pan~ 
ama in February to put an addition on 
a church building and "do mission 
work alongside a real live foreign 
missionary," butthe 13 members of a 
·mission team from Erlanger Baptist 
Church say they got more than thi,y 
expected. 

"Our intentions were good, but we 
weren't prepared for the living condi­
tions," said team member Tom Ross. 
Nor were the Kentuckians prepared 

. for the love the members of Garden 
Baptist Mission showed them, he 
said . 

Located in the Garden City ofMa­
nanitas, a poor neighborhood on the 

outskirts of Panama City, the mission 
was begun a decade ago to reach the 
thousands of Pariamanians migrating 
from interior provinces to · seek suc-
cess in the city. • • 

The mission building, like the sur­
rounding homes, has electricity but no 
indoor plumbing. On the comer of the 
church lot, a shallow well yields wa­
ter useful only for cleaning and mix­
ing concrete and,mortar. The proper­
ty has no border with the unpaved 
street, so people must trudge through 
a swampy trail to the front door, ac­
cording to Southern Baptist mission­
ary Dan Hatfield, who is pastor of the 
mission. 

In the face of such poverty, the 
dedication of the Panamanian Chris­
tians was "absolutely overwhelming," 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38 passengers) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 3 70-6180 
1 "(61 5) 371 -6180 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program We Buy Used Buses 
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WORLD PREMIERE 
PERFORMANCES 

Loc,,_ho,-: 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

ALUMNI CHAPEL 

2825 LEXINGTON Ro. 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 

M"'{lM~S: 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH, 

12:30 &3:30 PM 

Ev~v,.., f>~~on• ... ~C~S~ 
MONDAY,APRIL29TH, 7:30 PM 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30TH, 7:30 PM 

FOR COMPLIMEN1AR.Y TICKETS, 

CALL (502) 897-4507 

' 

Ross said. For example, the Panama­
nian whom Hatfield is grooming to be 
. the mission pastor wanted to attend 
seminary so badly that he eats only 
one meal a day. 

"We were amazed that people so 
poverty stricken could have joy in 
their hearts and be so happy,'' team 
member David Wallace said. 

And the Panamanian Christians' 
stewardship of very limited resources 
did not go unnoticed either, Ross said. 
''They don't waste a penny or a nail." 

·Working alongside the Panamani­
ans, the Erlanger team got the 2,000-
square foot education building under 
roof. It houses a kitchen, nursery and 
Sunday school space. The addition 
still needs a concrete floor, furniture 
and stucco for the walls, Ross said. 
The mission's sanctuary had been 
built by Southern Baptist volunteers 
from Louisiana. 

The physical ne~ds and spiritual 
dedication of the Panamanian people 

• so touched team members that they 

Let's Not Let 
Children Go 
HungryA,ry 

Longer! 

Help The Children 
• P.O. Box 1511 , 

Pikeville, Kentucky 41502 
$20 will feed a family for one month 

HELP THE CHILDREN 

came back to Erlanger and led their 
church to begin a long-term "sister 
church" relationship with the mission, 
Ross said. 

And the experience so moved two 
team members that they have pledged 
financial support. 

Ruth Middletown is paying for the 
tuition, books, transportation and 
meals for the mission's Panamanian 
pastor-in-training to attend seminary. 
Ruth Small has given the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission • Board 
$3,000 to purchase a.piece of proper­
ty adjoining the mission site, which 
includes a house to be used as a par­
sonage. 

Next January, Erlanger Baptist 
Church plans to send another team to 
Garden Baptist Mission. 

·• .. ~ 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: Christian leader to 
serve as director of child .care minis­
try. This leader will have a strong 
Christian testimony, commitment to 
God and a love for children. Send re­
sume to: Highland Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 104, Shelbyville, KY 
40065-0104. 

SEEKING: Minister of worship 
and singles. The church is located in a 
growing western suburb of Chicago, 
offering marvelous opportunities for 
ministry. It also offers both tradition­
al and blended worship. The church 
will enter a new sanctuary in the fall. 
The applicant must lead a multifacet­
ed worship ministry and develop a 
singles ministry. If interested, please 
send resume to: Rick Ezell, Naper­
ville Baptist Church, 29W771 79th 
St., Naperville, IL 60564, or fax (708) 
420-7296. 

SEEKING: Front desk atten­
dant-evening and night shifts. Sem­
inary of college student preferred. Al­
lows plenty of time to study. Contact: 
Ginger Niner at Parr's Rest in Louis­
ville. Phone: (502) 451-5440. 

SEEKING: Nursing · assistant. 
Flexible shilts. Diploma or GED; cer­
tified preferred. Contact: Gayle Mink, 
nurse manager at Parr's Rest in Lou­
isville. Phone: (502) 451-5440. 

SEEKING: Secretarial position: _ 
Administrative and computer skills 
needed. Shively Baptist Church. If 
interested, call: Pam Orr (502) 367-
9155. 

SEEKING: Baptist Homes East 
is looking for dependable diatary 
aids. We are currently offering part­
time ·positions with flexible hours. 
No experience needed for night per­
son~ we will train. Come join a su­
perior rated nursing facility that takes 
pride in its employees as well as its 
residents. Apply at 3001 N. Hurst­
bourne Pkwy., Louisville, KY 
4024 1, or call Richard Farmer at 
(502) 426-5531. Eq~al opportunity 
employer. 

SEEKING: Two part-time Chris­
tian preschool leaders to teach 
Wednesday nights and Sunday 
nights, as well as other occasions for 
child care; number of hours may 
vary. For more information, call: Su­
san Bowles at Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, (502) 589-5290. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, 
Florida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo 
available for-vacation rental. Large 
pool, tennis courts, bikes, canoe, 
kayak, screened porch, lovely se­
cluded beach. Weekly rates May 
through mid-December: $575. Call 
Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752 (home) or 
(502) 897-5079 (office). 

SEEKING: Church secretary. 
Secretarial and bookkeeping experi­
ence required; computer literacy pre­
ferred; good organizational skills re­
quired. Pleasant working environ­
ment. Send resume to: Pastor, Third 
Avenue Baptist Church, 1726 South 
Third St., Louisville, KY 40208. 

The physical needs 
and spiritual 
dedication of the 
Panamanian people 
so touched team 
members that they 
came back to 
Erlanger and led 
their church to 
begin a long-term 
"sister church" 
relationship with 
the mission. 
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CONCRETE ACTION Tom 
Ross, a member of 
Erlanger Baptist Church in 
• Erlanger, sets .concrete 
blocks to form the kitchen 
area of a mission church in 
Panama. 
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PEOPLE 
·, "PRAYER 
PARTNERS . 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with 

Russia, Boston and 
Utah-Idaho: 

■ Sunday school 
training·school in St 

Petersburg. 
■ Sosnovi Bor Baptist 
• Church as they try to 

finish their building this 
year. 

■ Earl Jackson, director 
of missions for Golden 

Spike and Eastern Idaho 
Baptist Associations in 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum -

■ CARROLL TON-First Church 
called Jay Montgomery as minister 
to youth and Jammie Tipton as 
church secretary. Also, during a re­
vival in March, there were 15 deci­
sions. Evangelist Bob Hatcher of 
First Church at Mount Orab, Ohio, 
was guest speaker. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Ed Garr 
resigned as minister of music at . 
Campbellsville Church to pursue his 
business interests. 
■ HICKORY- Liberty Church 
called Jeff Hendrix as pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE~Cloverleaf 
Church will hold revival services 
May 5-8 at 7 p.m. Evangelist Clyde 
Chiles of the Turning Point Evange-

listic Association of Saint Louis, Mo., 
will be the speaker. Call (502) 367-
0218 for more information, 

Highland Church called Carlos 
De laBarra ·as interim minister of • 
outreach/missions· to serve for six 
months. De laBarra is a student at 
Southern Seminary scheduled to 
graduate in December. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- Little 
Flock Church presented "One 
Voice," an Easter pageant, April 4-7. 
There was a combined total atten­
dance of 2,930. Public decisions in­
cluded 12 decisions for Christ and 36 
rededications. 
■ WHITLEY CITY- First Church 
installed Boyd Rowe as a deacon. 

-
DISASTER DEMONSTRATION Oisaster relief volunteers from Green Valley Association 
visited the Kentucky Baptist Building April 17 where they demonstrated their skills by 
providing lunch for the Baptist Building staff. All members of the KBC missions and 
evangelism division took a basic training course in disaster relief ministry the same day. 

• Idaho. 
■ James Brandon, 

director of missions for 
Magic Valley and 

Treasure Valley Baptist 
Associations in Idaho. 

■ New England 
volunteers going to 

Wilkins notes changes on Russia partnership 

_ Greece in July to 
distribute food to 

Russian refugees there. 
■ Construction 

volunteers needed to 
work on a volunteer 
guest house at New 

Colony Baptist Church in 

LOUISVILLE- Kentucky Bap­
tists need to know about recent re­
quirement changes as well as new 
mission opportunities with the Ken­
tucky-Russia missions partnership, 
according to Calvin Wilkins, Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention partnership 
missions director. 

charged. 
The most crucial implication for 

Kentucky volunteers is that latecom­
ers who have joined a team at the last 
minute in the past will be unable to do 
so now. Wilkins urged volunteers to 
call the partnership office as soon as 
they decide to participate in order to 
allow time for securing passports and 
visas. 

Billerica, Mass. 

■ Red tape for visas. The process 
for issuing invitation letters necessary 
for securing visas has changed drasti­
cally as of April 1, Wilkins-reported. 
The Russian Baptist union can no 
longer issue invitation letters without 
copies of each team member's pass­
port. In addition, a fee now will be 

■ Economic woes. Field coordina­
tors in Russia note with disappoint­
ment the recent sharp increases in 
costs for hotels and transportation. 
Costs for chartering buses have near­
ly doubled, for example. 

Our faculty and staff 
(14th in a series) 
Oneida has an extremely dedicated faculty and 

staff. d'6d has always blessed us with teachers and 
support staff who have been willing to serve the 
needs of young people. 

To my knowledge, there has never been a time 
in our 97-year history when Oneida could pay a 
"normal" salary. From the very earliest days of 
this ministry, the teachers and support staff were 
satisfied to receive their daily bread and basic 
needs as payment for their services. After a day in 
the classroom, many teachers would 
go to the]arden or the river to find 
their next meal. 

I have always been amazed at the 
willingness of people to come from far 
and near to serve for the modest sala­
ries Oneida provides. 

We currently have faculty and staff 
from Maine, Colorado, Washington, 
Minnesota, Michigan, Alabama, Illi­
nois, Virginia, W. Virginia, Ohio, 
Florida; S. Carolina, Indiana, Missou­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

physician and assistant on our staff. We also pro­
vide a daycare for the pre-school children of our 
faculty and staff. There are those who work in the 
craft shop and Friendship House (used clothing 
store.) 

Maintenance staff are kept busy taking care of 
the physical plant while our construction crew 
repair 5 old structures and build 7 new ones. The 
cooks and food service personnel prepare meals 
three times a day, seven days a week for our near­
ly 700 faculty, staff and students. Our house-par-

ents meet the critical needs of our stu­
dents while they are not in the class­
room. These hardy souls work 12 
hours a day for 11 days, and then get 
three days off. 

~. New York, Oklaho~a and points W.F. Underwood 
m-between, not to menu.on those who 

The farm manager and his two as­
sistants work with about 15 students in 
our agriculture program. Taking care 
of livestock is a seven-day-a-week re­
sponsibility. Then there are acres and 
acres of crops to plant and harvest. We 
also have a full-time mechanic to re­
pair our trucks, buses, cars, tractors 
and farm machinery. 

come from all across Kentucky. 
Some of our faculty are fresh out of college 

and need experience. They give us their talents 
and abilities, we give them time to learn the art of 
teaching in a much smaller class setting than in 
most schools. They may only stay a few years, 
but they meet a critical need. 

Other faculty come to Oneida with many years 
of experience, and are ready to put th&t experi­
ence to work. Most of our faculty consider it a 
real privilege to teach in a room with an average 
of 15 students per class. They count it a joy to 
work with the students. • 

Our support staff are just as critical as our aca­
demic staff. We are blessed to have a full-time 

Several support staff work in ad­
missions, print shop, clerical, publications, book­
keeping, transportation and the campus grill and 
store. Still others work with the student work pro­
_gram and campus ministries. Why do these peo­
ple come to Oneida? They believe Oneida is pro­
viding a ministry unlike any other. These dedicat­
ed people know the blessing that comes from giv­
ing a "cup of water." Our founder, J. A. Bums, 
said it best; "A loving heart with a throb for suf­
fering humanity makes the hardest yoke easy, the 
heaviest burden fight, the longest day short, and 
the hottest sun set too soon." 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 • 
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"We don't have the solution to 
their financial woes, but we do have 
the answer to their 'spiritual bank­
ruptcy,"' Wilkins quoted a mission­
ary in Russia as saying. Wilkins urged 
prayer that the economic and political 
instability will not inhibit the partner­
ship's work. 
■ New project siies. Two new 

projects have been added to the 1996 
slate of Kentucky-Russia partnership 
teams. Six volunteers are needed to 
serve on a deaf evangelism team Aug. 
21.~Sept. 3 in Tver. Ten to 12 volun­
teers are needed to serve on an evan­
gelism team in Tula Sept. 18-Oct. 1. 

Pastoral leadership encourages change 
"Our church has always been a 

supporter of the Cooperative Pro­
gram; the association and the mis­
sion offerings. Beyond giving, 
there was no·hands-on involvement 
in missions." Many churches could 
identify with Pastor Bill Helton's 
description of East Lafollette 
(Tenn.) church. The 1989 graduate 
had a vision for the church to be­
come involved "in the actual doing 
of missions work." 

volved in our missions groups." 
The church named a missions en­
richment team to promote the offer­
ings, which have increased 300 
percent in three years. 

"The prevailing attitude of the . 
church when I arrived was that the 
pastor was the only minister in the 
church," Helton remarked. "This 
had to change if we were to be an 
effective church." The perception 

The opportunity 
came his first summer as 
pastor. The association 
wanted to hold vacation 
Bible school at the 
LaFollotte Housing Au­
thority. Fifteen from the 
church volunteered and 

. members have worked 
at least one week each 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

started to change with 
"calling w}Jat volunteers 
were doing by its right­
ful name, ministry." 
When a lady saw a need • 
for a senior adult minis-

year. 

-try the church elected 
her as senior adult min­
ister. "She isn't paid, but -
she is a minister." 

• Assistance in t~e af- Bill Whittaker 
termath of Humcane 

Efforts at organized 
outreach started with a 
weekly visitation pro­
gram. ''Most people ex-

Andrew found a willing 
response from a roofing contractor 
member and his .son. The church 
provided funds to send both of 
them and the pastor to Florida for a 
week of relief work. Mission teams 
have since gone to Missouri, Min­
nesota, New York and Michigan. 

This personal mission involve­
ment has impacted the annual mis­
sion offerings. WMU and Brother­
hood adopted a joint meeting on the 
last .Wednesday of each month. 
'This new schedule meant that ev­
eryone who came would be in-

pected I would drop the 
program when support dwindled. I 
didn't." After three years of strug­
gling, an average of 15 people a 
week are involved in outreach. 

Helton reflected on his role in 
these changes, "God's spirit 
worked in the lives of his people .... 
The changes have been painful at 
times, but the new life that we are 
seeing makes it all worthwhile." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky.40977 
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Children of Chernobyl still suffering 10_years later 
Story and photos by Bill Bangham 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 

CHERNOBYL, Ukraine (BP)- lt 
has been 10 years since a sleepy, in­
experienced nuclear power plant op­
erator in the Ukraine moved the con­
trol rods at Chernobyl Reactor No. 4 
slightly out of position. 

His mistake caused the worst nu­
clear accident in history. 

The resulting explosion early the 
morning of April 26, 1986, sent a 
p~ume of radioactive debris high into 
the atmosphere. For the next 10 days, 
the reactor burned. The fire vented 
100 times more radiation than the 
atomic bomb.that leveled Hiroshima. 

It is an event long off the front 
page. World attention has shifted to 
other issues, other agonies. Yet for 
people of the former Soviet Union 
who still live in the. shadow of this 
event, it is an issue and an agony that 
remains, one that can be seen in the 
faces of their children. 

Baptist leader criticizes 'charismatic' healing claims 
KIEV, Ukraine (BP)- The vic­

tims of Chernobyl exemplify the 
problem Baptists face with the "char­
ismatic movement" in the former So­
viet Union, a European Baptist leader 
said during the Congress of the Euro-

• Asiatic Federation of Unions of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States. 

A report of an address by Karl 
Heinz Walter, general secretary of the 
European Baptist Federation, titled, 
"The Charismatic Movement and the 
Baptist Churches in Europe," ap­
peared in the April 12 edition of Eu­
ropean Baptist Press Service. 

Two leaders of U.S. ministries 
with charismatic ties issued respons­
-es challenging Walter's generaliza­
tions about the charismatic move­
ment. Both ministries have ongoing 
work in the Chernobyl area- site of 
the world's worst nuclear accident in 
April 1986. 

The Euro-Asiatic Federation of 
Unions of the Commonwealth of In~ 
dependent States, which Walter ad­
dressed during its Feb. 21-23 meeting 
in Kiev, the Ukrainian capital, encom­
passes about 315,000 "Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists" in most of the 
countries of the former Soviet Union. 

Walter said the problem with the 
"charismatic movement" in the 
former Soviet Union is "perhaps best 
understood through the extreme, al­
though pertinent, example of the vic­
tims of Chernobyl." Walter noted 
"false healing prophets" have created 
a particularly difficult problem in Be­
larus. About 1.4 million children have 
radiation sickness from Chernobyl, 
and of these at least 300,000 have 
cancer. 

"In cities where hundreds of thou­
sands of children and others are still 
suffering because of radiation poison­
ing caused by the power plant disas-

ter of Chernobyl, certain charismatic 
'obscure healing prophets' have cre­
ated much 'spiritual confusion' in the 
minds of the people," Walter said. 
"Again and again these 'charismatics' 
have led diseased persons to believe 
they would be healed through prayer. 
Well-lrttended healing services have 
been organized, and large crowds 
have been drawn to attend, everyone 
full of expectation. Most have had lit­
tle or no religious background. 

"The truth, commented Klaus 
Rossler in 'Die Gemeinde,' the Ger­
man Baptist journal, is 'until now 
there is no case of real healing.' 

"The negative results from such 
false promises have created serious 
problems of credibility for Baptists 
and other evangelicals in large areas 
of the former Soviet Union," Walter 
said. "Many pastors and church lead­
ers have therefore reacted against oth­
er manifestations of the charismatic 

movement as well, even to such 'ac­
ceptable' spiritual gifts as the enthu­
siastic singing of hymns during 
Lord's Day services." 

Tim Dahlin, executive director of 
the John Guest Evangelistic Team, is­
sued a statement responding to 
Walter's address, noting, "The char­
ismatic movement is one of the stron-

. gest forces behind evangelism world­
wide. People from all denominations 
and walks of life share the joy and 
excitement of participating in God's 
gifts to his people. To criticize the 
whole of the 'charismatic movement' 
because of a few 'false healing proph­
ets' would be singularly unfair. 

"That a few · have unfortunately 
grandstanded their programs at the 
expense of thousands of tragic Cher­
nobyl victims is not ethical," Dahlin 
said. "Yet their actions should not be 
considered representative of the heart 
and soul of the movement." 

' 

CHERNOBYL Sergei 
Novikov (at left) and his 
father, Ivan, wait for test 
results in a dimly lit hallway 
of the Regional Children's 
Hospital in Mogilev, 
Belarus. Sergei, show in the 
photo at bottom left with a 
mask in his hospital room, 
has leukemia. His immune 
system, first weakened by 
exposure to radiation, then 

. by chemotherapy, makes 
him sucsceptiPle to 
infection. Sergei was an 
infant in 1986 when an 
explosion at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant 
spewed a cloud of 
radioactive debris into the 
atmosphere. 

GROWING PRACTICE In 
1992, Baptist layman 
Sergie Chunihovski opened 
a clinic for children with 
leukemia at the Mogilev 
Regional Children's 
Hospital. That first year, he 
saw three patients. With 
each year, the pediatric 
oncologist has seen more. 
In 1993, it was eight, In 
1994, it was 15. Last year, 
it was 33. 
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Top 10 Reasons to Use the 
western Recorder's -_ 

Church Newspage Plan 
10. It's easier to create than any newsletter you 're doingnow. 

9. Members get more for their money thanj-ust a newsletter; 
they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives. 

8. It's on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps 
you keep on top of com:inunicating with church members. 

7. There's someth;ingfor eve.zyone. The Western Recorder isn't 
just a denominational paper; it's a-reader-friendly paper full of 

- practical resources for Christian living. 

6. It gi.ves perspective. If you're concerned about church mem­
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West-
ern Recorder is a must. • 

-6. We'll make you look great. The Western Recorder staff will 
• work with you to create an attractive laorout and show you 
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after we~k. 

-

4. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make 
the switch to publishing the chµrch _ newsletter through the 
Recorder -routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps 
they've received. -

3. We'll work with the Post Office, so you don't have to. 

2. We'll do it your way;_ The Recorder publishes newspages a 
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We 

• can meet your neeq.s. 

l. We'll save your church money; Most churches currently 
publishing _a newsletter of any kind dis_cover they can save 
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by publishing their 
newsletter on the Western Recorder. 

Call (502) 244-6473 todaor for details. 
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