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Female pastors 
Mark Coppenger, new 

president of Midwestern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary, told students 
in a recent chapel 

message that women 
pastors are "an affront to 

home and family." 
Seepage 2. 

Sports Reach 
The Kentucky Crusaders 
sports ministry team has 
gone national under the 
banner of Sports Reach. 

Seepage 3. 

Family Forum 
Make sure your child has 

time to be a child. 
Seepage 4. 

Editorial 
Because this Sunday is 

Mother's Day, hundreds 
of Kentucky women will 
stay away from church. 

Seepage 5. 

I wonder 
A Baptist pastor reflects 

on the "I wonder ... " 
questions of ministry. 

See page 6. 

Summer missionaries 
• This week's Recorder 

features the 1996 Baptist 
Student Union summer 

missionaries. 
See pages B & 9. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Kentuckians recount flight from Liberia 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff-Writer 

KANSAS CITY-Kentucky mis­
sionaries James and Jane Park believe 
their lives were exchanged for the ve­
hicles they abandoned as they fled 
war-tom Liberia in early April. 

As the Parks and eight other . 
Southern Baptist missionaries fled 
through the back gate of their mis­
sionary compound in Monrovia April 
11, rebel forces entered through the 

• front gate. . 
The missionaries-each carrying 

only one suitcase-were hustled into 
armored vehicles provided by the 
U.S. Embassy. They left behind 11 
vehicles they had intended to drive 
out of the country, but which they 
now believe paid the price for their 
safe passage. 

While the escalation of fighting in 
Liberia's six-year-old war was not a 
surprise to the Parks and other South­
ern Baptist missionaries in Monrovia, 
the manner in which they evacuated 
the country was, lhe Parks said in an 

What makes a 
·. 'triumphant' 
-marriage? 

By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

The key to a successful marriage 
is learning love's secrets and devel­
oping the necessary skills to imple­
ment them, according to Christian 
marriage counselor Clark Warren. 

Warren is the author of "The Tri­
umphant Marriage," recently pub­
lished by Focus on the Family. 

Warren, a psychologist and mar­
riage counselor in Pasadena, Calif., 
interviewed 100 happy couples who 
have what he calls "triumphant mar­
riages" to discover the secret ingredi­
ents that set their marriages apart. The 
couples were recommended by War­

rens' friends 
and col­
leagues as 
having "the 
healthiest 
marriages 
they know." 

Among 
his findings: 

I 75 percent of all divorces occur 
in marriages in which at least one 
partner is emotionally unhealthy. 

Jane Parle 

interview from their son's home in 
Kansas City. 

The Parks, Paducah natives, have 
been evacuated, twice before in the 24 
years they have served in Liberia, but 
never with so little time to spare and 
under such dangerous circumstances, 
Mrs. Park said. 

In the space of a weekend, the bat­
tlefield of Liberia's civil war switched 
from the interior to the streets of Mon­
rovia, putting all foreigners in grave 
danger. 

The drama began to unfold Easter 
weekend. 

Good Friday started as an ordinary 
day, Mrs. Park said. Her husband had 
gone to preach in a church on the edge 

of the city. She spent the day practic­
ing to accompany her church's Easter 
cantata. 

When Park returned about 3 p.m: 
to their home on the mission com­
pound, the couple decided to go to a 
i:estaurant in another part of Monrovia 
to eat. But once on the streets, they 
learned that the six-man interim gov­
ernmental council composed of rival 
warlords had tried to arrest rebel lead­
er Roosevelt Johnson on murder 
charges. 

"We went to a restaurant closer to 
our home instead," Mrs. Park said. 
But by the time they made their way 
back to the compound, "crowds and 
crowds" of people were gathering on 
-the streets. 

Sensing the increasing danger, the 
Parks and other missionaries did not 
leave the mission compound Friday 
evening and all day Saturday. 

By 3 p.m. Saturday, the sounds of 
gunfire filled the streets outside the 4-
acre mission compound. 

"All day long, when we looked 
o See Kentucky missionaries ... , page 12 

I More marriages break up be- , 
cause the partners don't know how to • 
handle their anger toward one anoth­
er than for any other reason. 

I Couples who make it over the 
longhaul "spiritually process life to­
gether." 

Using the combined wisdom 
gleaned from the 100 couples along 
with his 30 years of clinical work, 
Warren distills 10 "proven love se­
crets" which he says can take a mar­
riage "from wherever it is and move 
it closer and closer to the highest lev-
0 See Author studies ... , page 7 • 

TWO FROM GALILEE Joseph (Gregory Church) and Mary (Kathleen Bryant) show the 
Baby Jesus (James Scroggins) to interested children during one of four premier · 
performances of 'Two from Galilee" at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary last week. 
An estimated 5,000 people attended performances of the musical drama, which was 
produced by the seminary's church music drama theater. The performances were 
recorded by the drama's publisher to be used in demonstrations to churches and other 
groups of how the play should be done. People from 46 Louisville-area churches joined 
seminary students in the 122-member cast and chorus. (Southern Seminary photo) 

Ambitions of 
parents may 
be dangerous 
for children 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) 
-Americans are outragedwhen 
they hear about parents in Thai­
land selling their daughters as 
prostitutes, but "our American 
hands are not so dean when it 

• ,: . comes to dealing with kids," said 
Craig Loscalzo, pastor of Im­
manuel Baptist Church in Lex­
ington. 

"What about the father who 
,, forces the child to be who· he is 
not, not for the good of the child, 
but because he must live his life 

• through the child?" Loscalzo 
• asked during a recent conference 
on "Children and the Church" 
held in Birmingham, Ala. 

Loscalzo referenced the re­
, cent death of Jessica Dubroff, the 
7-year-old pilot who died when 

, her Cessna crashed during an at­
tempt to become the youngest 
pilot ever to fly cross-country. 

"Whose dream are they living · 
out? Who's looking for meaning 
in life?" he asked. "We want our 
children to have all of those . 
things we never had, and we for­
get that what they really need as 
children is to be children­
laughing, playing, doing all those 
things that children do. 

"We (as adults) are locked 
into our routines," Loscalzo said. • 
''I've never seen a child pull out 
a day timer." 

R, ·her than trying to conform 
children to their own image, par­
ents should learn something 
from their children, he added. 
"It' s through a child' s innocence 
that we should look at the world. 
God help us when we do not give 
them time for innocence, for in­
quisitiveness, for spontaneity." 

Another Kentuckian, Diana 
Garland, spoke about the fear 
and violence that stalk American 
children today. Garland, profes­
sor of social work at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
was an organizer of the confer­
ence, held at Womari's Mission­
ary Union headquarters. 

"Our society's focus on cols_ 
lecting stuff is killing our souls 
arid making us scared of our 
neighbors and our neighbor's • • 
children," she said. 

Garland said children in her 
generation had fears, but the 
things they were afraid of were 
"over th~re"-a big war, a bomb. 

"The difference (today) is that 
fear is inside the wall. What's 
frightening about the violence in 
our society is that it's inside us," 
she said. "Most violence in our 
society is not random. Most vio­
lence happens within the home. 

- "I am more concerned about 
the effects of the fear of vioience 
o See Parental ambition ... , page 7 
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■ Arkansas 13aptists clean up. Baptists in Arkansas helped 
with clean-up and disaster relief after an April 21 killer tornado . 
smashed homes and businesses in two western counties. 
A total of 44 volunteers manned chainsaws to clean up storm 
debris or served meals from a disaster-relief unit operated by 
the_ Arkansas BaptistState Convention: • • 
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BAPTISTS 
Coppenger: Women pastors dangerous 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (ABP)­
Women pastors are contrary to God' s 
intent in creation and an "affront to 
home and family," President Mark 
Coppenger said in a recent chapel ser­
vice at Midwestern Baptist Theologi-

- cal Seminary. 
In remarks at an April 11 chapel 

service, Coppenger called women's 
ascent into pastoral roles "one of the 
raging, raging heresies and confu­
sions of the day." 

Coppenger said he doesn't know 
why God created women to be sub­
missive to men but the Bible teaches 
that concept in passages that include 
1 Timothy 2:11-15. He read that pas­
sage, calling it "tough, tough, tough" 
and "kind of a gut-check passage." 

That passage requires women to 
"learn in quietness and full submis­
sion," observes that Eve led Adam 
into original sin and says righteous 
women "will be saved through child­
bearing." 

"What in the world was that?" 
Coppenger laughed. "I mean, is this a 
new way to be saved? Have a baby, 
go to heaven?" 

"I tell you what this is/' he contin­
ued. ''This is God's inerrant word." 

. The Bible affirms the "equality 
and value" of men and women but 
distinguishes "identity of role" be­
tween the sexes, he said. 

"Now I do know some places 
where women are not allowed to 
speak in business meetings and do not 
serve on the committees of the 
church, ·or the major committees. I 
don't think that's what (the passage) 
teaches. It's talking about the pastor­
teacher role and for some puzzling 

reason, it's not supposed to be." 
Coppenger said women in the pul-. 

pit are "an affront to the creation or­
der." 

"Now folks , I don't know why ex­
actly, but that's no sweat to God that I 
don't know why," Coppenger said. "I 
don't know a lot of things, but Paul 
cites creation" in his prohibition of 
women pastors, Coppenger added. 

The fact that First Timothy ties 
Paul's admonition to creation invali­
dates arguments that the passage was 
culturally conditioned and no longer 
relevant, Coppenger contended. That 
argument is "hermeneut_ically, utterly 
irresporisible," he said. 

Paul's reference to childbearing 
teaches that women in the pulpit are 
"an affront to home and family," Cop­
penger said. 

"The reason I think he says the 
childbearing stuff, the motherhood ... 
he is saying that this ascent of woman 
as pastor is a threat to the order of the 
home and Paul is concerned that there 
not be a wedge formed in the church 
that goes into the home and breaks up 
the home ... ," Coppenger said. 

Coppenger identified two types of 
Christians most susceptible to accept­
ing women as pastors, contrasting 
them to "word-based Christians" who 
accept the Bible's prohibition. 

One is "experience-based Chris­
tians," like charismatics who, he said, 
emphasize their religious experitmce 
over the teaching of Scripture. 

The other is "culture-based reli­
gion," he said, which seems to think, 
"Let's just open the paper and see 
how we're supposed to be this centu­
ry." 

Coppenger used an effeminate 
voice in a mocking imitation of this 
trend: "Well, I just have my gay lover 
and we'rejust having a bonding and 
an affirmation." 

• ''There are churches and denomi­
nations that embrace that kind of 
easy-breezy, whichever-way-the­
wind-blows approach," Coppenger 
said. "And, by George, there are 
..yomen pastors all over the place. 

"Now I'm not saying that every­
body who toys with this idea is utter­
ly apostate," Coppenger said, "but 
I'm saying that they are playing with 
a very dangerous approach to under­
standing Scripture and the church." 

Coppenger' s comments drew sus­
tained applause from students attend­
ing the chapel service but angered 
both male and female students who 
favor women in ministry. While most 
on campus knew where Coppenger 
stood on the issue, some students 
were "shocked and surprised at the 
way he went about explaining his 
views," said one student who asked 
not to be identified. 

In his chapel speech, Coppenger 
denied his views were anti-women. 

"Well, am I the enemy of wom­
en?" Coppenger asked. "No more 
than the person who is standing be­
fore the bridge that is out up the road 
saying: 'Stop! Stop! Stop! There's a 
chasm there.' 

• ,. •"And I submit to you that the per­
. son who in the name of affirmation 
and friendliness and sensitivity is en­
couraging the woman to be the pastor 
is the one w)lo is up the road from the 
chasm saying, 'Come on honey, come 
on. Hit the accellerator." 

Andy Stanley's church not Southern Baptist 
By David Winfrey 
SBC Home Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)- Andy Stanley, 
son of former Southern Baptist Con­
vention President Charles Stanley,. 
said the church he is helping start in 
north Atlanta will not be Southern 
Baptist, for now. 

The new church, North Point 
Community Church, has yet to accept 
members, purchase land or meet 
weekly. About 1,600 people attend 
Sunday evening worship services 
held twice a month. WoFshipers cur­
rently meet in a conference center in 
the neighborjng county to where lead­
ers hope to build a permanent facility. 

Stanley said the decision was a dif­
ficult one, but is based on the church's 
vision and mission. The decision is 
not a criticism of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, he said, adding that two­
thirds of the church's leaders come 
from Southern Baptist backgrounds. 

"I'm very grateful for the conven­
tion, and we will support financially 
Southern Baptist causes," he said. 
. Stanley, 38, was on staff at First , 
Baptist Church of Atlanta for 10 
years. A graduate of Dallas Theolog­
ical Seminary, Stanley preached three 
years at First Baptist's northern cam­
pus. He left the church in August 
1995, disagreeing with his father's 
continued leadership at the church 
while his mother sought a divorce 
from his father. Charles and Anna 

Stanley have since reconciled. 
'Qie younger Stanley said First 

Baptist Atlanta was criticized because 
members don't use Southern Baptist 
literature, don't send students to 
Southern Baptist seminaries and 
"don't support the Cooperative Pro­
gram that much." 

"I felt like we would sort of fall 
into that same category," he said. 

He added the local association had 
expressed a preference that mission 
congregations give 5 percentof offer­
ing receipts to the association and 10 
percent to the Cooperative Program, 
the convention's funding channel for 
denominational agencies and mis­
sions work. 

"When I really understood what it 
meant to be a good, card-carrying 
Southern Baptist, I just don't think 
that fits the personality of our church 
right now," he said._ Stanley said he 
wants the church to send a higher per­
centage of dollars to world missions 
and less to such domestic efforts as 
state Baptist colleges. • 

Unchurched people's attitudes to­
ward Baptists and less than full sup­
port for Southern Baptist programs 
were other factors irt the decision, 
Stanley said. 

"For a lot of unchurched and un­
believers, the term Baptist is an ob­
stacle. Whether it should be or not is a 
whole other discussion, but the fact is, 
it just is right now," he said. 

SBC statements on moral or legis-

lative issues also would impact the · 
church's evangelistic efforts, Stanley 
said. "My values_are definitely in 
alignment with those decisions. It's 
just going on record with those deci­
sions kind of skews people's think­
ing," he said. "It's not really an issue 
in presenting the gospel." 

The church likely would not use 
the Sunday School Board's Bible 
study materials, Stanley said, which 
he said target a medium-size church. 

The combination of these issues 
led the church steering committee to 
vote unanimously not to affiliate with 
a denomination. "What was going to 
happen is, \ve were going to be a bad 
Southern Baptist church." 

Stanley added he wants to keep a 
door open to later affiliation with 
Southern Baptists. 

"And now my rendition 
of Handel's Messiah." 
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KENTUCKY 
Kentucky Crusaders score ·with pass to Sports Reach BLUEGRASS BURGO□ 

By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LA GRANGE- Most church 
members think of missionaries carry­
ing Bibles instead of basketballs. 

But when 27 teenagers in metro­
politan New York accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Savior during college 
basketball ' s Final Four weekend, 
hoops formed the attraction that 
opened their ears to the gospel. 

"That was an exciting event," said 
Robby Speer, executive director of 
Sports Reach, a Southern Baptist min­
istry that uses sports to spread the gos­
pel at home and abroad. 

Speer and other Kentuckians 
worked with George Russ, evange­
lism associate with the Baptist Con­
vention of New York, to plan the Fi­
nal Four outreach. Among those par­
ticipating: former Georgetown Col­
lege basketball star Jeff Arrington, 
Transylvania University head coach 
Don Lane, Transylvania assistant 
coach Craig Nelson and Oldham 
County High School coach Gary For­
rest. 

"We are just now learning the in­
credible importance of athletics in 
American life and the example of 
men and women athletes living for 
Christ," Russ said. "This weekend 
was a wonderlul example of what can 
happen when athletics and Christian 
commitment are combined." 

Sports Reach got its start in Ken­
tucky in 1988 as the Kentucky Cru­
saders basketball ministry, but now 
has expanded into a national sports 
ministry. 

The two Final Four clinics repre­
sented the start of upcoming mission 
trips that will employ Sports Reach 
teams in basketball, softball, baseball, 
volleyball and aerobics. Besides this 

country, teams soon will visit China, 
Brazil and Mongolia. 

Sports Reach' s special summer 
events include: 

I Basketball and aerobics clinics 
the week of June 2 in New Orleans, 
just prior to the annual Southern Bap­
tist Convention. 

I An all-sports clinic in the inner 
city of Baltimore in early July. 

I Basketball camps and softball 
mission trips in eight different cities 
from late May through July. 

While the common language of 
sports opens the door, Speer said team 
members share testimonies during or 
after games, and sometimes hold 
evening Bible studies. 

They also witness as one-on-one 
opportunities become available. 

Many participants are college stu­
dents and young adults, but one men's 
softball player is 43. There also are 
many opportunities for non-athletes 
who want to provide support services 
on trips, according to Speer. 

Nor are the opportunities limited to 
men. Lexington resident Sarah Hill­
yer has been directing women's activ­
ities through Sports Reach for three 
years. 

Under her leadership, the ministry 
expanded from women's basketball 
to softball and volleyball . Speer' s 
wife, Jan, coordinates aerobics clin­
ics. 

"I think the difference between us 
and other sports ministries is the em­
phasis on the lay person," said Speer, 
former minister of activities and out­
reach at DeHaven Memorial Baptist 
Church in La Grange. "It's exciting 
for me as I watch men and women 
grow and become more committed to 
the whole thing." 

Speer has witnessed growth of his 
own as he has moved Sports Reach 

into a national ministry born out of 
Kentucky Crusaders. After discus­
sions with various groups, the Cru­
saders decided to join their efforts 
with the Southern Baptist Brother­
hood Commission. 

So on Jan. 1, the Crusaders 
changed their name and became an 
official arm of the National Fellow­
ship of Baptists in Sports. 

Herschel Wells, Brotherhood di­
-rector of national fellowships- there 
are 19 in such fields as medical, den­
tal, education and missions- said he 
expects Sports Reach to become a 
dynamic force in sports ministry: 
''There are so many things going on 
with sporting events, it's like the pio-

neer days of the Old West." 
Though the Brotherhood funds 

some travel and office expenses, the 
ministry is primarily supported by 
donations. 

But a shoestring budget doesn' t 
hold Speer back. He is considering 
adding a bowling team to the lineup 
and making golf a more active part of 
the ministry. . • 

"We don't look for new sports, but 
when God raises up people who are 
interested in something, we'll go for 
it," he said. 

■ For more information on Sports 
Reach, call Speer in Louisville at (502) 
222-9932 or Sarah Hillyer in Lexington 
at (606) 273-4523. 

SPORTS TALK Robby Spear talks about the love of God during a sports clinic in Queens, 
N. Y., during the Final Four. Spear and other Kentuckians conducted several sports ministry 
events in the New York City area through Sports Reach. 

■ Morris Chapman, 
president of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive 
Committee, will be the 
keynote speaker at 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
May 17 commencement 
program. The event 
begins at 10 a.m. in 
Alumni Chapel. 

■ Dean Whitaker of 
Hazard has been elected 
president of the May 
1996 graduating class of 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Julie Wiegand of 
Florence was elected vice 
president for the Carver 
School of Church Social 
Work. 

■ Georgetown College 
has created a site on the 
World Wide Web to 
provide information on 
admissions, financial aid, 
academic departments, 
faculty, development, 
alumni information, 
sports and more. The 
web site address is 
www.gtc.georgetown.ky.us. 

■ Georgetown 

Students need faith that thinks and does, professor says 

College's education 
department has been 
recertified by the 
Education Professional 
Standards Board, which 
allows graduates of the 
department to continue 
to be certified to teach in 
Kentucky. By Mark Wingfield 

Interim Editor 

HARRODSBURG- Balanced 
Christians develop "a faith that will 
think and a faith that will do," a Cum­
berland College professor said during 
the spring meeting of the Kentucky 
Baptist Fellowship April 26. 

The meeting, held at Harrodsburg 
Baptist Church in Harrodsburg, fo­
cused on education, with presenta­
tions from the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention's three liberal arts colleges. A 
keynote address also was given by 
Gary Parker, coordinator for Baptist 
principles with ·the national Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship. 

Baptists have had a love-hate rela­
tionship with education in the past, 
said Garland Y ou_ng, • a: professor at 
Cumberland College. Yet the idea of 
a liberal arts curriculum was born in 
the church, he noted. 

Over time, the secular academy 
has redefined what a liberal arts edu­
cation ought to include, he said, de­
claring "it's time to reassert our own­
ership of the liberal arts." 

A Christian liberal arts college 
helps students find balance between a 
faith that thinks and a faith that does, 
Young declared. 

His sentiments were echoed by 

Bill Crouch, president of Georgetown 
College, who cited two reasons Ken­
tucky needs Chrjstian higher educa­
tion. 

The first is that students need a 
Christian environment for higher ed­
ucation because of the critical years 
of their lives spent in college, he said. 

The second is to develop leader­
ship for the churches, Crouch said. "It 
is -the deliberate intention of your 
Kentucky Baptist colleges to prepare 
for you both lay and professional 
church leaders." 

Christian higher education is in the 
"root business," Crouch said, citing 
the desire to help students plant them­
selves firmlyin the traditions of both 
faith and learning. 

This is _Great Commission busi­
ness, added Ken Winters, president of 
Campbellsville University. "We seek 
to take a student .. . and stretch and 
grow that student in faith," he ex­
plained. 

Parker, of the Fellowship's Atlan­
ta staff, also noted that faith and learn­
ing must not dwell on opposite ex­
tremes. "If either one becomes pre­
dominant, the predominant one de­
stroys the other." 

Education can become "arrogant," 
thus reducing the Christian life to that 
which can be explained, he said. "We 

end up in a closed system in which 
God cannot work" and in which the 
mystery of God is written off. 

On the other hand, faith that em­
phasizes experience alone also is too 
extreme, Parker said. "Life is too 
complex for that. Faith is too complex 
for that. And God is too complex for 
that." 

During the April 26-27 meeting, 
Kentucky Fellowship supporters 
heard an update on efforts to create a 
joint venture between the Kentucky 
Baptist Fellowship, Lexington Theo­
logical Seminary and Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary at Richmond, Va. 

Kentucky Fellowship moderator 
Greg Brooks, pastor of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Frankfort, reported 
that negotiations ar~ continuing on 
this project and the concept is "very 
much moving along." 

Lynda Hoskinds, a member of 
Latonia Baptist Church in Northern 
Kentucky, gave testimony about her · 
experiences as a Baptist student at the 
Lexington seminary, which is a Dis­
ciples of Christ school. 

Also during the spring meeting, 
the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship: 

I Voted to proceed with plans to 
help build a Baptist camp in Puerto . 
Rico, pending confirmation of the in­
vitation from the Baptist Association 

of Puerto Rico. 
I Heard a financial report indicat­

ing that the Kentucky Baptist Fellow­
ship had receipts of $33,770 in the 
past year, with the bulk coming from 
member churches . The majority of 
that money was spent on salaries and 
expenses related to two part-time staff 
members. About $2,800 has been 
designated for theological education; 
about $1,100 was used for mission 
and church support and about $900. 
was given to the Baptist Joint Com­
mittee. 
. I Elected new officers, including 

Moderator Jo Garnett of Danville, 
Moderator-elect Bob DeFoor of Har­
rodsburg, Secretary Lowell Abney of 
Louisville, Treasurer Jerry Dooley of 
Louisville and Immediate Past Mod­
erator Greg Brooks of Frankfort. 

I Nominated two laypeople for 
positions on the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship's coordinating council: 
John Barnett of Bagdad and Suzy 
Thurman of Lexington. 

I Elected six new members to the 
24-member coordinating council of 
the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship: 
Colleen Burroughs of Louisville, Vic­
ki Hollon of Louisville, Mona Huff of 
Pleasureville, Marian Webb of Crest­
wood, Nancy Cooper of Hazard and 
Terri Springer of Fort Thomas. 
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OPINION 

Bus was hijacked 
Recently a trustee at Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary com­
pared the present direction of the sem­
inary to a bus that is going "some­
where in specific" (April 24, page 6). 
I take offense to his comments that 
before the current change, those on 
this bus were going "nowhere in par­
ticular" or "anywhere in general." 

I was a student at Southern for 11 
years, earning three degrees. I was 
also raised in a church where South­
ern graduates and students served as 
ministers. To say we were going "no~ 
where in particular" or "anywhere in 
general" is an insult. 

Southern did an excellent job in 
equipping me, as well as countless 
other graduates, to serve in the local 
church. At Southern, I was taught by 
capable faculty who handled the word 
of God with utmost integrity. Roy 
Honeycutt provided exceptional lead­
ership of the seminary during a time 
of less than perfect conditions in the 
Southern Baprist Convention. 

The current seminary leadership 
would have many believe they have 
reinvented· theological education. 
They have not. The reason many have 
left Southern is not because a so­
called "direction" has been provided. 
Southern has always provided a direc­
tion for its students. Perhaps those 
who have left Southern did-so be­
cause they felt their bus was hijacked. 

J. Dwayne Howell 
Campbellsville 

On the road .again 
In the April 23 edition of the West­

ern Recorder, a report was given on 
the Southern Seminary trustee meet-

ing April 15-16. Woody Cumbie 
shared about enrollment figures. He 
did so by telling "the parable of the 
bus." 

I suppose I was on the bus going 
"nowhere in particular" or "anywhere 
in general" since I graduated while 
Roy Honeycutt was still president. If 
what Cumbie is saying is true, there 
are ministers serving in every corner 
of the nation who went through sem­
inary going "nowhere in particular.'< 
It would also mean that there are mis- • 
sionaries all over the world who got 
their training by going "anywhere in 
general.'' 

It takes a lot of gall to tell people 
who have been called of God that they 
had no direction or vision during their 
education process. How far back does 
this initial "bus" take us? Must I re­
mind you that Al Mohler is a South­
ern graduate as well? 

Timothy B. Galyon 
Ashland 

Seek a third way 
I want to respond to the article ti­

tled "Summit Rallies Religious Left 
for Action, Soul-Searching" (April 
23, page 9). The assumption of the 
article seems to be that committed 
Christians have only two option for 
participation in the "public square," 
the Religious Left or the Religious 
Right. 

Tom Sine, in his recent book 
"Cease Fire," challenges this assump­
tion and shows how a biblical critique 
of American church life and Ameri­
can political life can offer a third way. 

According to Sine, evangelical 
Christians need to reassess their en­
dorsement of polarizing political ide­
ologies, to forsake the Enlightenment 
secularism which dominates Ameri­
can society, and to renew their com­
mitment to biblical prioriti.es and 
ways of doing church. He offers ex­
amples of how Christian groups both 
within our country and in other coun­
tries are attempting to do this. While 
one may not agree with all of his anal-

When nothing comes forth 
Writing a column, when one 

thinks about it, is nothing more than 
stringing a bunch of words together 
which, when strung, should have 
some meaning and purpose. 

But what does a writer with a 
deadline do when the 

nificant difference. 
Statistics about ministers' health 

ought to be telling our congregations 
something. No, pastors are not the 
only stressed vocation, but aside from 
close-up political figures, what other 

words won't "string"; 
when you punch the 
"write" button and nothing 
comes out? 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

profession must work with 
such close scrutiny and 
personal criticism? The 
occasional "superman" 
comes along and "leaps 
tall buildings"-for 
awhile. But sooner or later 
"superman'' either moder­
ates lifestyle or bums out; 
.the family, too, perhaps. 

One alternative is to use 
some other writer's 
"stuff," giving credit, of 
course. I've done that. I 
suspect many a preacher 
has arisen early on Sunday 
morning sweating "great 
drops," not knowing what 
to preach. I've had that ex­

Granted, God did not 
promise that a calling to 

William W. Marshall ministry would be in the 

perience too. One of my "unfavorite" 
and occasional dreams has me un­
dressed, unshaven, and uncertain 
what to preach, with the congregation 
waiting. 

In recent months I have felt that 
more and more of our pastors are run­
ning almost "on empty," with only a 
few fumes left. Some haven't had a 
break in a long time, and the breaks 
they do get are too brief to make a sig-

most comfortable of cir­
cumstances. New Testament "ser­
vant" ministry will resuft in personal 
discomfort and inconvehience, stress, 
and sometimes humiliation. It goes 
with the job. 

This is all the more reason why 
congregations should make special 
efforts to evaluate and strengthen the 
well-being of their minister-family. 
When there is someone, be it commit­
tee or deacon body, to whom the con-

ysis or his prescription, one cannot 
but yearn for an open hearing of his 
call to radical discipleship. 

I appreciate the Western Record­
er's coverage of Sine ' s lecture in 
Nashville March 11-12.1 believe this . 

• perspective would help us as Baptists 
recover a vital part of our heritage. 

Joe M. Thomas 
Owensboro 

Who's the enemy? 
It has been said that the Coopera­

tive Baptist Fellowship is being de­
fined by others, not by members of 
the organization. This is essentially 
true. 

The leadership of CBF has been 
stung by the indefensible unChristian 
behavior of some individuals in the 
Southern Baptist Convention who are 
sympathetic with the so-called Reli­
gious Right. CBF leadership has re­
acted by bending over backward to 
avoid any public statement that could 
be construed as support for any pro­
gram of the Religious Right. 

Contemporary society seems will­
ing to accept unrestricted abortion, 
pervasive sex and violence on TV and 
the movies, misguided sex education 
in the public schools and a general 
disregard for family values. 

These · attitudes are identified and 
challenged by the Religious Right. 
Many of the self-described moderates 
have often been more united in their 
efforts to attack the Religious Right 
than in their own efforts to address the 
critical social problems of our time. 

As Christians, we believe Christ 
has the ultimate answers for the 
world's problems. It is not yet clear 
as to which of his followers is more 
effective in helping his Kingdom to 
prevail in the lives of all our people. 

We all need to do a better job of 
identifying the real enemies of soci­

. ety and concentrating our efforts on 
attacking them instead of fighting 
each other. 

John Barnett 
Bagdad 

gregation assigns this responsibility, 
that minister-family is the more likely 
to be appreciated and nurtured. Min­
isters, like other human beings, need 
to be shown love. When one is loved, 
love is usually reciprocated, not out 
of duty, but out of genuine affection. 

I am grateful that our church is 
providing an extended study-leave to 
our pastor-family and took an offer­
ing to help make the journey and time 
away more pleasant. I have no doubt 
they will return refreshed and re-en­
ergized. 

Understandably, ministers are re­
luctant to ask such things for them­
selves. It often falls to an especially 
sensitive member of the congregation 
who is willing to pursue it with re­
sponsible individuals. 

In my opinion, in today's highly 
stressful ministry, one of the most 
generous and helpful contributions a 
congregation can give its minister is 
time away for physical, mental and 
spiritual re-energizing. 

Such a provision could help make 
the church-minister "honeymoon" 
last a lot longer. 

William W. Marshall is executive sec­
retary-treasurer of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 
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Why do children ask so may 
tough questions of parents? 
HESAID 

Mark Wingfield 

We've got a bumper crop of 
questions at our house this spring. 
Three-year-olds spit out questions faster 
than the grass grows in May. 

Some of these questions are just 
plain silly, but others are profound and 
even theological. Of course, mom and 
dad take different approaches to 
answering these often unanswerable 
questions. 

• Here's a sample of recent 
conversations at our house: 

Luke: Why did God make girls in the world? 
Dad: Good question. Ask your mother. 
Mom: Because girls are special, just like boys. (I wanted to 
say superior, but I didn't want to cause any long-term 
inferiority complexes.) 

Garrett: Why does the world spin around? 
Dad: Because God made it that way. 
Garrett: But why? 
Mom: Because. 
Garrett: But why? 
Dad: Because. 
Garrett: But why? . 

. Mom: Because, because, because. Just because! 

Luke: How old is God? 
Dad: God has always been, so we can't talk about how old 
God is. 
LuketBut how olcf is God? 
Mom: G'od doesn't have an age: • 
Luke: When is God's birthday? 
Mom: God doesn't have a birthday. 
Luke: Why? • -

SHESAID 

Alison Wingfield 

Luke: How old? 

Mom: Because God has always been 
here. 
Luke: How old is Jesus? 
Mom:Well ... 
Luke: Was Jesus a baby when he was 
born? 
Dad: Jesus was born as a baby when he 
cam.e to live on earth, but he was alive 
before that. 
Luke: (blank stare) 
Mom: It) something you'll understand 
when you're older. 

Dad: Hey, Luke, look outside at the squirrel on the tree. Hurry, 
look now! (Never discount the effectiveness of the theological 
distraction technique.) 

Garrett: Why is Daddy losing his hair? 
Mom: Because he's getting old. 
Garrett: Will I lose my hair when I grow up? 
Mom: Maybe not. 
Dad (muttering under my breath): Huh! Just look at your 
Grandaddy Lacy's head! (Try explaining genetics to a 3-year­
old.) 

Luke: Why don't cinnamon rolls roll? 
Mom: Good question. Ask your dad. 
Dad: Because they're to eat. 
Luke: Do they roll down to my tummy? 
Dad: I guess so. 

Garrett: Does everybody in the world love Jesus? 
Mom: It's sad, but no, they don't. 
Garrett: Why? 
Dad: Because they don't know what's best. 
Garrett: I love Jesus. 

Mom: That's really good. I hope you always will. 

Mark Wingfield is interim editor of the Western Recorder. • 
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer. 

OPINION 
Mother's Day isn't a happy time for all 

Because this Sunday is Mother's Day, hundreds of 
women across our state will stay away from church. 

This is a group of women you don't hear much 
about, but who may be among the most faithful at­
tenders of your church any other week of the year. 
They are silent sufferers. They are women for whom 
all the hoopla of Mother's Day is simply too painful 
to face, especially at church. 

ers are either dying or recently have died. It's hard to 
sit through a sermon on the virtues of motherhood 
while still struggling to understand the loss of your 
own mother. 

Who are the members of this unusual group? 

Yet another group likely to steer clear of Mother's 
Day celebrations is adult women who, for whatever 
reason, have decided not to have children. Intention- · 
ally or not, the church still fosters a mindset that cou­
ples without children-and women who haven't mar-

• A large segment is women who desper.: 
ately want to become mothers but who 
haven't been able either to get pregnant or 

EDITORIAL 
ried and produced children-are somehow 
suspect. 

carry a pregnancy. These are women who are strug­
gling with their husbands to understand the trauma of 
infertility or the pain of miscarriage. 

Few of life's heartaches are as overlooked by the 
church as infertility and miscarriage. Even the most 
caring church members somehow are struck deaf and 
dumb when placed in conversation with a wife and 
husband struggling through these issues. Often, it 
seems compassionate help is nowhere to be found. 

Does this mean Mother's Day obser­
vances should be expelled from all churches? Abso­
lutely not. The church remains an outstanding place 
to honor the importance of motherhood and to call 
women to be godly mothers. 

Apother segment of the stay-at-home popuation on 
Mother's Day is women and men whose own moth-

What it does mean is that churches and Christians 
shouldn't mindlessly paint Mother's Day with a sin­
gle broad brush. Seek ways to reach out to those who 

. grieve, those who are questioning God and those who 
may feel ostracized because their families don't match 
the statistical norm. 

- Mark Wingfield 

On homosexuality 
· The debate concerning homosex­

uality still g·oes on and on and on ad 
infinitum. A recent letter ·writer con­
tends "science has not found conclu­
sive evidence that homosexuality is 
genetic." Neither, I would point out, 
has science or anyone else proven 
conclusively that it is not genetic, or 
why it occurs. 

This same writer goes on to list 
eight scriptural references; one of 
these goes all the way back to Gene­
sis, proving that homosexuality is a 
human condition that has been, is and 
will be here forever, like it or not. One 
may agree that all of these Scriptures 
are God-inspired and therefore infal­
lible. 

Someone else (being me) could 
contend that those references are the 
products of the writer's culture, up­
bringing and own rather bigoted opin­
ions. The author of five of the given 
references is Paul, who showed his • 
own prejudices most glaringly in Ti-

Looking our best 
In the past it was easy. Dressing 

for church meant three-piece suits for 
guys and dresses, hats and gloves for 
women. Today it's not 

tus 1:12-13, concerning the Cretans 
and in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, con­
cerning women. 

I would pose this question to those 
passing judgment on homosexuals: If 
it is indeed such a dark, mortal sin, 
then why did Jesus himself never 
even mention it, let alone condemn it 
in his teachings? 

To the aforementioned writer and 
those of their ilk, I would give not the 
words of Paul, a man, but of Christ 
himself: Matthew 7:1-5. 

Jon Berger 
Dry Ridge 

Corporate values 
I just returned from a week's stay 

in Kansas City. One of the highlights 
of the visit was taking the self-guided 
tour at the Hallmark Visitors Center. 

The heartwarming story of how 
the Hall family started a business was 
impressive. Even more impressive 
was the Hall brothers' commitment to 
their employees and the community. 

We live at a time when corporate 
and individual greed has never been 
higher. What matters most in our 
"survival of the fittest" society is the 
bottom line. Corporations merge, 
downsize and sometimes even move 
to another city where they can get a 
better deal. The top priority is exces­
sive profits, not people. 

Hardly anyone-preachers, politi-

clothing is one of the major reasons 
people don't attend church. "In the 
minds of most people, dress is a big 
deal. There's always the myth that we 
need to look good for God. People 

say, 'I don't have nice 
so simple. While 
women wear slacks­
even jeans--comfort­
ably to one church, 
other congregations 

MINISTERIALLY 
SPEAKING 

clothes, so I can't go to 
church."' 

But the standards 
have been relaxing. 

might consider the same clothing sin­
ful. And heaven forbid if men don't 
dress as well for church as they do for 
the office. 

But does church attire really make 
much difference? One pastor said that 

Though older folks 
love donning their Sunday best, baby 
boomers and busters prefer casual 
dress. This trend is successfully mar­
keted by some churches. 

"We're a family, not a business," 
another pastor says. "Therefore we 

cians, pundits~addresses America's 
most serious problem, greed. 

During the '30s depression, there 
were no layoffs at Hall Brothers. Em­
ployees el)joyed pension, life insur­
ance, medical aid and vacation pay 
benefits. It is rare today, but corporate 
family values are still alive and well 
at Hallmark. 

On a wall in the "social opportuni­
ty" sectioI'I of the Hallmark exhibit are 
the following words written by 
Donald Hall, son of Hallmark founder 
Joyce Hall: "I believe we must think 
in terms of a higher standard: doing 
those things that go beyond what is 
expected and using our corporate re­
sources to benefit society. We have 
the opportunity to apply our corporate 
and personal talents to make a signif­
icant difference in our communities. 
What we are talking about is 'social 
opportunity' - the opportunity to 
bring the skills of business and busi- • 
ness people to bear on ·public prob-
lems." • 

Nothing exemplifies the Kansas 
City spirit more than Hallmark. It is a 
spirit of caring that needs to spread 
throughout our land. Reciprocal em­
ployer-employee affection and re­
spect enhances production, strength­
ens families and solves problems. 

Kudos to Hallmark and Kansas 
City for setting such a good example. 

Paul Whiteley Sr. 
Louisville 

wear to church meetings whatever we 
would normally wear to a large fami­
ly gathering. In our society, we sel­
dom ·aress in suits arid ties for these 
occasions." 

I thought of a certain young per­
son in our church who got saved ap­
proximately a year ago. When the in­
vitation time began, he made his way. 
down the aisle-complete with 
shorts, a tie, sandals and a tear in his 
eye. I loved it because I knew that 
God saw the tears in his eyes; and that 
is what was most important. 

Roy McNiel, youth m·inister 
Harlan Baptist Church 

Harlan 
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OPINION 
Is ministry really worth the sacrifice? 
By Clark Cothern 

I trudged to the mailbox after a 
draining counseling session. 

I hoped to find a letter from the 
search committee of a big church. Or 
a large care package with giant home­
made cookies and cherry notes from 
grateful church members. Qr a check 
made out to me with an attached note: 
"Dear Pastor, consider this $1,000 a 
small token of our love for you .... " 

No such luck. 
The mailbox contained two medi­

cal bills from my 

We answered with a question of 
our own: "Do you believe God pro­
vides?" 

Now, when the bills pile up and 
the "I wonder" questions form, we 
rehearse the many miraculous provi­
sion stories from the past, which 
we've listed. The list includes the 
sacks of groceries that mysteriously 
appeared in the back seat of our car 
and the church's help in paying a hos­
pital bill for our daughter's broken 
arm. 
• These markers on the ministry 

highway remind us 
wife's surgery, a 
phone bill and the 
quarterly car insurance 
premium. Seeing the 
medical bills made my 

MINISTERIALLY 
SPEAKING 

that God has never left 
us stranded. 
■ I wonder if I'm 

worth more. 

head throb. The church treasurer re­
cently had bounced a check to the in­
surance company; we weren't sure if 
my wife's surgery was covered. The 
pile felt heavy as I dumped it on the 
kitchen counter. 

In 17 years of marriage and minis­
try, my wife, Joy, and I have had our 
share of "bad mail days." Each one 
raises the "I wonder" questions about 
God's provision for us. 
■ I wonder if God will provide 

for my needs. 
When stress piles up as high as my 

stack of bills, I start wondering if 
we'll ever dig out. Our needs seem 
immediate, our wants seem unreach­
able. It's easy to think, Why don't I 
get out of this mess and get a real job? 

But those words sound similar to 
those spoken by Satan to Jesus in the 
desert: "Use those natural abilities to 
tum stones into bread. Why not cash 
in on your ~pecial abilities?" 

Similar thoughts tempted me 
when I was a church planter, with our 
third child on the way. Two weeks 
before my wife's due date, we gave 
God a tenth of our meager income 
(not too cheerfully, I recall). We 

• drove home from church wondering 
what our ctiild-to-be would wear to 
the church's grand-opening service. 
We had given most of our baby 
clothes to an expectant mother in our 
former church. 

The next day a UPS truck pulled 
up in front of our house and dropped 
off a huge box. 

"What is it?" we muttered, tearing 
it open. The return address was from 
South Carolina. We didn't know any­
one in South Carolina. 

Inside the box, atop a stack of 
beautifully wrapped packages, we 
found a note, rubberbanded to a doz­
en snapshots: "We asked your mis­
sion board for a missionary family to 
help. They gave us your name and 
address. Here are the pictures from 
the baby shower we held for you. We 
hope you have as much fun opening 
them as we had wrapping them." Six 
smiling strangers had signed the card. 

Joy and I sat on the floor amid 
wrapping paper and ribbons, blubber­
ing like babies as we opened box af­
ter box of new baby clothes and items. 

That year, we deve]oped a rela­
tionship with the UPS driver. Box af­
ter box arrived with unexpected gifts 
for babies, birthdays and Christmas. 

One day the UPS man asked, 
"Where does all this stuff come 
from?" 

One Christmas, we 
visited my wife's brother and his fam­
ily. He's a pastor, too; we enjoy each 
other's company. After a relaxing vis­
it, we drove home- a four-hour drive. 
For the first two hours, I mentally 
compared myself with my brother-in~ 
law. 

His family lives in a nice parson­
age; mine rents a small Cape Cod. He 
preaches to 200 each week; I preach 
to 90. He can afford a family sedan 
and a van; we're a one-car family 
(and in good weather months I pedal 
a 10-speed to run errands). 

I began to feel worthless and won­
dered if I would be worth more else­
where, in a larger ministry. 

God often breaks into my life im­
mediately after such downward spi­
rals. One time a church member 
phoned me to meet him at the hospi­
tal. He had crashed a borrowed car 
into the back of a flatbed trailer. When 
I arrived, his 4-year-old daughter, 
Becky, lay on the emergency room 
table. 

"I looked down to answer Becky's 
question," he said, holding a cloth to 
his bloody forehead, "and when I 
looked up everything had exploded." 

His daughter was thrown out of the 
seatbelt over the top of the airbag and 
was wedged between the windshield 
and the airbag. He told me how he 
yanked her free and carried her to the 
car behind them, begging total strang­
ers to drive them to the hospital. 

In such moments, when all I can 
do is nod and listen, the "I wonder if 
I' m worth more" question fades 
quickly. I hurt with the little girl 
whose jaw is broken. I wince with the 
father who cries because he knows 
it's his fault; he ·didn't see the truck's 
blinker. I hug him and his wife when 
they learn their daughter has no brain 
damage. 

Suddenly, I feel a renewed sense 
of worth because of what Christ has 
called me to do. My presence is im­
portant to this family. I have been 
used by God to accomplish his pur­
poses. There is no monetary value to 
that. 
■ I wonder if I'm really helping 

anyone. _ 
Blood rushed to my temples as I 

answered the phone. My eyes cleared 
enough to see the clock: 2:30 a.m. I 
put on my best pastoral voice and 
tried to sound wide awake, as ifl were 
waiting for the phone to ring. It was 
the wife of the man who, just weeks • 
earlier, had stood on my doorstep and 
threatened to kill her. 

Great, I thought, they're at it again. 
I tried to listen. The wife, who 

struggled emotionally, babbled on 
about a hotise that was about to blow 
up and an apocalyptic dream. Then 
she told me the sheriffs deputy had 
just showed up. 

"Could I · speak with him?" I 
asked. 

I explained to him what I thought 
she needed. 

"Can you convince her," the dep­
uty asked, "to go to the hospital on 
her own?" 

I handed the phone to Joy. After 
five unsuccessful minutes, my wife 
shrugged and handed back the 
phone. The peace officer finally 
called an ambulance and then coaxed 
the woman into it. 

At 5:30 a.m., I got a call from her 
husband. He wanted to say thanks 
and let me know he had checked her 
in at the stress center and that she was 
taking her medication. I told him I 
was glad he called (though I really 
wished he would have waited until 
noon). 

This word of thanks was from the 
same man who, weeks earlier, had 
given me a dozen reasons why he 
planned to attend another church. 
The next week he asked me to steer 
him and his wife through their latest 
crisis. In a matter of days, he went 
from disgruntled church member to 
desperate disciple. My wife calls 
people like these our "high-mainte­
nance" friends. 

It doesn't take many episodes like 
this to make me wonder ifl really am 
doing ariyone' any good. Chronic 
problems make me feel incompetent. 
I want to see progress. I think, Face 
it: Some people will never get better. 
I' ve sat in my study, like Elijah in the 
cave, and asked God to move me to 
another .church. 

Once, about the time I was ready 
to update my resume, I received a let~ 
ter from a high-maintenance friend. 
He wrote that he had been sober for 
44 months and was working on his 
college degree. He admitted that his 
problems were caused by his at­
tempts at managing his affairs and 
that before, he had not surrendered 
to God. He went on: "I've become a 
'wounded healer' for others ·in need 
of God's grace." He thanked me pro­
fusely for the times I agonized over 
his problem. "I'm praying for you 
and your family," he wrote. 

Such letters are like cold water 
splashed on a wound; they sting but 
refresh. I feel the sting when I recall 
my disgust with him. But I feel reju­
venated knowing how much I cared 
for him. I thought the Lord could do 
great things with him if he submitted 
to his authority . I really wanted 
God's best for him. 

If Jesus had used my measuring 
methods, he might have given up on 
most of his hardheaded disciples and 
high-maintenance followers. After 
such letters I quit wondering if I'm 
doing anyone any good. I realize I 
can' t do anyone any good. But Christ 
living within me can. 

Clark Cothern is a Southern Baptist 
pastor who has been a Home Mission 
Board church starter in Arizona and cur­
rently is pastor of Trinity Baptist Church 
in Adrian, Mich. 
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Author studies 'triumphant' marriages 
Continued from page 1 
el of satisfaction"- a level he calls 
"triumphant." 

fu fact, Warren promises that if a 
couple will work at the 10 secrets, 
their marriage "can become 10 per­
cent better this next year, and every 
year thereafter." 

Warren's 10 secrets are: 
■ Dream a dream. A well­

formed, regularly-updated vision for 
the marriage should be based on "a 
deep sensitivity" to each partner's • 
needs as well as to their joint needs. 
Such a focused dream will help a cou­
ple take conscious responsibility for 
the course their life together will take. 
■ Get tough. Marriage partners 

should actively work to keep their 
commitment to each other current, 
Warren says. He suggests repeating 
marriage vows at least two to three 
times a week for the first 10 years of 
marriage and at least once a week for 
the rest of marriage in order to main­
tain "a steady focus on the promises 
that form the steel framework of the 
marriage." 
■ Maximize the trust factor. "The 

absence of truth is as corrosive to a 
marriage as cancer is to the cells of 
our bodies," Warren maintains. 

Therefore, "talk the truth, behave the 
truth, and be the truth." 
■ Get healthy. Warren believes 

couples often expect marriage to be a 
cure for their individual emotional 
problems such as low self-esteem and 
the inability to handle anger. Howev­
er, each individual must take respon­
sibility for his or her own 
emotional health, he says. 
■ Work on chemistry. 

When a marriage in­
volves "two people who 
experience strong chem­
istry, the relationship has 
fuel in its tank," Warren 
says. And if they are will­
ing to work hard at it, the chemistry • 
can be substantially improved, he 
says. 
■ Learn to talk. Citing surveys to 

back him up, Warren says a marriage 
is "about as healthy as the level of 
communication that transpires within 
it." 
■ Work it through. Mismanaged 

conflict can destroy a marriage, w.hile 
"well-managed conflict is like a stair­
way that can lead you to higher and 
higher levels of marital greatness," 
Warren says. 
■ Negotiate a mutually satisfying 

Qualities of emotionally healthy people 

sexual relationship. While lack of a 
good sexual relationship will seldom 
• sink a marriage, Warren says he has 
never seen a "triumphant" marriage in 
which the sexual relationship was dis­
appointing. The goal of sex, he says, 
is "to · build intimacy with your 
spouse." 

■ Get connected. 
Warren says he has sel-. 
dom seen a triumphant 
marriage in which chil­
dren played no role. Chil­
dren, he says, "represent 
both biologically and 
emotionally the fusion of 
our beings" which con­

tributes "so significantly to the sa­
credness of marriage." 
■ Pursue spirituality. Couples 

who can be spiritual together- "who 
worship, study, sing, pray, cry, laugh, 
and talk together- have a great 
chance of making something special. 

Moving from the material into the 
spiritual realm "takes a marriage from 
the superficial to the profound ... from 
two distinct individuals who merge 
into 'one flesh,"' he says. 

Marriages tuned into the spiritual 
"tend to hold together and become 
richer over time," he says. 

. . . 
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Parental ambition, violence threaten kids, speakers say 
Continued from page 1 
on our children than the violence it­
self," Garland said. "We were afraid 
of what we didn't know. Children to­
day are afraid of what they do know." 

Television is a strong contributor 
to this problem of violence, warned 
Richard Land, president of the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion. 

"We have less control over TV 
than any other form of media ... and 
except for working and sleeping, the 
average American spends more time 
watching TV than anything else," 
Land noted. ''TV has become the sub­
stitute mom, dad and baby-sitter." 

This could be termed electronic 
child abuse, he said. 

"We can save our children's future 

by stopping the endless flood of vio­
lence into our children's bedrooms 
and our family rooms," Land said. 
"Children can't protect themselves. 
We must do it." 

Marian Wright Edelman, founder 
and president of the Children's De­
fense Fund, said the religious commu- • 
nity has neglected its duty to advocate 
for child welfare. 

"The religious community has to 
be the moral locomotive, not the mor­
al caboose, especially when it comes 
to our children," Edelman said. She 
called on the church to "stand up and 
keep our children safe." 

"We have to stop separating our 
Sunday life from our professional and 
civic life," she said. ''They all have to 
be put together." 

Texas CLC drafts plan for Baptists to get families off welfare 
DALLAS (BP)- The Texas Bap­

tist Christian Life Commission en­
dorsed a comprehensive proposal to 
enhance family life in Texas April 
19. 

Pledging to "boldly go where no 
state convention has gone before" in 
the area of family life, the Texas 
CLC approved a broad-based family 
ministry proposal that could help 
5,000 families get off welfare and 
provide parenting mentors to 29,000 
at-risk families for one month when 
their children are born. 

Implementing the plan would re-

quire about $200,000 inits first year, 
with the amount increasing each of 
the next four years. The proposal will 
be submitted to the Baptist General 
Conveniton of Texas .administrative 
committee for consideration in plan­
ning the 1997 budget. 

Key· aspects of the proposed plan 
include: 

I Encouraging each Texas Baptist · 
church to- adopt one family on wel­
fare and help them becoll).e self-suf­
ficient. 

I Providing infant care informa­
tion and the offer of mentoring par-

ents for one month to at least half of 
the at-risk parents in Texas by the 
year 2000. 

I Creating a group of up to 100 
certified family ministry trainers, 
who would receive extensive instruc­
tion in helping churches develop pro­
grams in marriage enrichment, pre­
marital preparation, parenting educa­
tion, family strengths and spirituali­
ty, interpersonal family relations, cri­
sis intervention and support groups. 

I Enlisting and equipping a 1,000-
member "Family Ministry Corps," in 
which members would commit at 

least 320 hours or 40 weeks a year to 
work in family enrichment programs 
at churches throughout Texas. 

I Launching family training cen­
ters, which would coordinate re­
search and maintain libraries of up­
to-date information on family life, as 
well as provide training for church 
staff and others. 

I Providing premarital counsei'ing 
for every couple married in a Texas 
Baptist church. 

I Using a media campaign on 
family life that would include a toll­
free phone number to call for help. · 

; 
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KENTUCKY BSD 

··•· Tammie Baggett 
Madisonville CC 

California 

Aaron Dowdell 
WKU 

Massachusetts 

;lf} k(\, 
Robbie Fletcher 

Georgetown 
Louisiana 

Stephanie Sutphin 
Alice Lloyd 

Florida 
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· Alice- Lloyd, •• ·•··; • 

Philiip Brunner 
UL 
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Jennifer Hale 
• EKU 

• Tennessee 

racey Gapps 
Madiso.nville CC 

Sabrina Haney 
Lexington CC 

Florida 

Ang't'a·.t-1arshall 
Murray State 
. Louisiana 

Lee Ann Wheeldo·n 
Somerset 
Louisiana. 

Sharla Hanson 
Cumberland 

Alabama 

. Cynthia·Mathis " · 
Morehead State 

Maryland 

_jg > 
Alex Parrish 

Campbellsville 
Alabama 
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Todd Hughes 
Cumberland 

Niger Republic 

• Matthew Norton 
·Cumberland 

Russia 

Danita Roberts 
Georgetown 
Philippines 

mo 
Shelley Burdine 
-Georgetown 

Russia 

Paula Howard 
UK 

Russia 

. Michelle Jacobs 
UK 

Russia 

Valerie Owens 
Campbellsville 

Russia 

'>tf 

Carl Wi'lloughby . 
Campbellsville 

Russia 
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Court won't review 
abortion law 

WASHINGTON (RNS)­
The U.S. Supreme Court 

refused April 29 to 
review lower court 

rulings that struck down 
parts of South Dakota's 

abortion law as 
unconstitutional. . 

Although three justices 
urged that the court hear 

the appeal from South 
Dakota, the votes of four 

of the court's nine 
members are needed to 

grant review. 
At issue in the South 
Dakota case was the 

question of whether a 
state can ban abortions 

for unmarried girls under 
18 who are dependent 

on one or both parents, 
unless a parent is 

notified. Other tpqn 
South Dakota, all states 

with abortion laws 
. requiring parertal 

notification or parental 
consent before minors 

can undergo an abortion 
have a so-called "judicial 
bypass." Such a bypass , 

lets the minor get a­
judge's permission for 

the abortion rather than 
telling a parent. South 

Dakota's law did not 
provide for such a 

bypass. 
The 1993 South Dakota 

law, chal,lenged by 
Planned Parenthood and 

a Sioux Falls, S.D., 
abortion clinic, was 

struck down before it 
was ever enforced .. 

NATION 
Madalyn Mutray O'Hair and two others missing >P-•ahamtelt 

AUSTIN, Texas~America's 
leading atheist, · Madalyn Murray 
O'Hair, has vanished. 

The New York Times reported 
April 21 that O'Hair and two other 
principals. with American Atheists 
Inc. have not been seen nor heard 
from since Sept. 28, 1995. 

Nevertheless, the organization's 
office in Austin, Texas, continues to 
operate and send out literature, the 
Times reported. 

Missing are O'Hair, famous for 
her successful effort to remove state­
sanctioned prayer • from public 
schools in 1963; one of her sons, Jon 
Garth Murray; and her adopted 
granddaughter, Robin Murray­
O'Hair. 

SEEKING: Resumes are being 
accepted for the position of Director/ 
Teacher for the Shively Baptist 
Church Kindergarten. Individual 
should have Kentucky certification in 
early childhood education. Interested 
individuals should send resume to the 
attention of Pam Orr, pastor's secre- • 
tary, Shively Baptist Church, 1599 
Sadie Lane, Louisville, KY 40216, or 
call Pam Orr in the church office at 
(502) 367-91.55 for more information. 
Deadline for accepting resumes is 
May 31, 1996. 

SEEKING: Two part-time Chris­
tian preschool leaders to teach 
Wednesday nights and Sunday 
nights, as well as other occasions for 
child care; number of hours may vary. 
For more information, call: Susan 
Bowles at Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, (502) 589-5290. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music- immediate employment to 
lead comprehensive church music 
program consisting of adult, youth 
and graded children's choirs. FBC 
Springfield- 1,800-member, north­
ern Virginia-region church- seeks a 
balanced mixture of traditional an­
them/praise worship music. Four re­
quirements : Personal relationship 
with Christ; at least four years unin­
terrupted experience as full-time min­
ister of music in SBC-affiliated 
church; either currently serving or no 
more that six months since last em­
ployed as full-time minister of music; 
degree from four-year, fully accredit~ 
ed college/university (seminary train­
ing, music degree/sacred music em­
phasis highly desired). Generous 
compensation and benefits package. 
Send resume with cover letter ad­
dressing requirements ASAP to Joe 
Swain, chairman, Personnel Commit­
tee, 9124 Scott St., Springfield, VA 
22153. Strictly confidential. 

"Until 4:35 p.m. on Sept. 28, I 
knew precisely where they were," 
the Time.s quoted office manager 
Orin Tyson as saying. However, Ty­
son declined to tell the Times where 
the three were when he last spoke 
with them or to speculate about what 
could have happened. 

''This much is known," the Times 
article reported. "There is no evi­
dence of foul play; no missing-per­
sons report has been filed; the lawn 
of the west Austin home the three 
missing people shared is neatly cut; 
and, on March 27, someone with a 
savings account at a NatWest Bank 
in Broonton, N.J. bought a cashier's 
check to pay $5,500 in overdue prop­
erty taxes on the home." 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

WANTED: Youth minister for 
Jeff St. Baptist Community at Lib~r­
ty, 800 E Liberty, Louisville, ~y 
40204. A small, progressive, socially 
active, culturally diverse congrega­
tion in the housing projects. 15 hrs/ 
wk, $100/wk. Contact Rev. Cindy 
Weber, (502) 585-3787, or send re­
sume. 

SEEKING: Fern Creek Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music and edu­
cation. Please send resume by May.8, 
1996, to: Fern ()eek Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 91146, Louisville, KY 
40291. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor­
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail­
able for vacation rental. Large pool, 
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Weekly rates May through 
mid-December: $575. Call Pat Owen, 
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897-
5079 (office). 

SEEKING: Church secretary. 
Secretarial and bookkeeping experia 
ence required; computer literacy pre­
ferred; good organizational skills re­
quired. Pleasant' working environ­
ment. Send resume to: Pastor, Third 
A venue Baptist Church, 1726 South 
Third St., Louisville, KY 40208. 

Let's Not Let 
Children Go 
Hungry Any 

Longer! ~

_.·, ,·,/ 
. 

' 

Help The Children 
P.O. Box 1511 
Pikeville, Kentucky 41502 
$20 will feed a family for one month 

HELP THE CHILDREN 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38' passengers) 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800) 3 70-6180 
1 (61 5) 371-6180 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 

The Times cites two "widely dis­
cussed" theories about the disappear­
ances. One is that the trio fled the 
United States with a large sum of 
cash stashed in overseas bank ac­
counts. The other is that O'Hair, a 
77-year-old diabetic, has been taken 
out of public view to die, in keeping 
with her desire to prevent any Chris­
tians from praying over her corpse. 

The Times article quotes David R. 
Travis, a former employee of Amer­
ican Atheists Inc., who says he once 
saw a statement from the New 
Zealand Guardian Trust Corp. indi­
cating the three had access to about 
$900,000 there. "And I don't believe 
that was the only account," Travis 
said. 

SEEKING: Front desk atten­
dant-evening and night shifts. Sem­
inary or college student preferred. Al­
lows plenty of time to study. Contact: 
Ginger Niner at Parr's Rest in Louis­
ville. Phone: (502) 451 -5440. 

SEEKING: Nursing assistant. 
Flexible shifts. Diploma or GED; cer­
tified preferred. Contact: Gayle Mink, 
nurse manager at Parr's Rest in Lou­
isville. Phone: (502) 451-5440. 
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PEOPLE 
COUNT 

Thanks for noticing. 
Because of Southern Baptists like you, 4,857 home 
missionaries can share Christs message that people are 
important. 

Thank you for your gifts to the 1996 Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. Although this years Easter celebration 
has passed, the spirit of Easter continues. It is never too 
late to make a sacrificial gift to home missions and to 
share Christs love with those around us. 

Pray for the work of home missions. Become aware of 
what home missions is doing in the lives of people 
around you because . . . people count. 
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Steve ·oreen's musical letter encourages the church 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

NASHVILLE-If Steve Green 
wrote the body of Christ a letter, the 
text would come from the lyrics from 
his latest album, called "The Letter." 

"It covers the gamut, from issues 
of children and the responsibility of 
parents to nurture and train them, to 
marriage, revival and personal conse­
cration," the contemporary Christian 
singer said recently during a break 
from his three-month concert tour, 
which comes to Paducah May 18. 

"It also covers suffering for the 
cause of Christ and the fact that the • 
gospel is not bound by govern­
ments-that God is doing a work all 
over the world, as he pleases. So I 
would encourage them to look toward 
heaven." 

"The Letter," Green's 19th album 
in 13 years, has remained in the na­
tion's top IO since its release earlier 
this year. It already has spawned a No. 

1 single, "Love One Another," and 
will soon release a second, "I Will 
Call on You." 

Fans who attend upcoming con­
certs in Paducah and Indianapolis can 
expect to hear seven or eight album 
tunes among the 16 to 20 he performs 
during an evening. 

The audience also will eavesdrop 
on a live conversation with Marijean, 
his wife of nearly 18 years, over a 
speaker phone. That is one of the 
homespun touches that characterize 
Green's productions, which include 
such features as: 

I Backing by a children's choir for 
one song and a 15-20 member ensem­
ble for three others. The local groups 
are assembled by the sponsoring 
church or organization. 

I An invitation to young children 
to join him on stage for a few songs. 

I Videotaping candid shots of the 
kids and projecting them later during 
another song. 

It sounds like fun, but what Green 
does is not primarily entertainment, 
he said. Although audiences laugh 
and enjoy the evening, he addresses 
spiritual issues and helps people take 
time to think about what God is say­
ing. 

Like a good Baptist, Green shares 
his personal experience with Jesus 

The uplifting life-affirming 
comedy with songs 

based on the national best-seller! 

- MAY 26 

Call Today! 584-1205 
· Group discounts for 10 or More: 585-1210 

· ACTORS THEATRE 
OF LOUISVILLE 

6- Third & Main Streets • Easy Indoor Parking 

Christ and gives an invitation for any­
one who wants to become a Christian 
to meet him during intermission. Al­
though he prays with one or two peo­
ple to receive Christ at most shows, 
Green sees a major part of his minis-

. try as preparing the way for God's 
work in the world. 

"It seems what God is doing 
through us is planting seeds of reviv­
al," he said. "He's using the events to 

. deposit things in people's hearts, 
words from the Lord and truths, that 
may take root later." 

Green has been traveling for more 
than two decades, the first nine years 

as a member of the groups Truth, the 
Gaither Vocal Band and White Heart. 

During their first IO years togeth~ 
er, he and Marijean took Summer, 
who turns 15 this month, and 10-year­
old Josiah on the road while home 
schooling them. 

Now that Marijean and the chil­
dren are staying at home in Nashville, 
Green's least favorite part of his job 
is hitting the road. Yet he never tires 
of the audience interaction. • 

"I still find fulfillment and joy in 
what God called me to do; otherwise 
I couldn't do it for so long," he. ex- • 
plained. "I look fo~ward to each 
event. I get tired of traveling, but I 
never get weary of concerts." 

Part of the value of concerts is 
drawing together diverse parts of the • 
body of Christ, he said. That is why 
he avoids scheduling many on church 
nights, so members of various con­
gregations can come together-and 
invite neighbors and friends. 

Raised in Argentina as the son of 
missionaries, Green also draws inspi­
ration from Hebrews I0:24 to form a 
message of exhortation. 

"I believe God has called me to 
encourage the body of Christ to carry 
on with the Lord," he said, "to re­
member when they have left their first 
love and return to it." • 
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Steve Green 
concerts 

■ Paducah: Saturday, 
May 18, at First Baptist 
Church, 2890 Broadway; 
7:30 p.m; advance 
tickets only available for 
$8 at First Baptist, Olive 
Branch Christian Book 
Store and Christian 
Supply. Information: 
(502) 442-2728. 

■ Indianapolis: 
Saturday, June 8, at 
Indiana Convention . 
Center, 2:30 p.m.; 
advance tickets only 
available for $7 for 
adults, $3 for children 
under 12. Part of 
Wesleyan World 
Missions Conference. 
Write to Susan LeBaron, 
P.O. Box 50434, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46250. 
Include self-addressed, 
stamped envelope, and 
make checks payable to 
Wesleyan World 
Missions. 
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As the Parks 
turned to close the 

back gate, they 
saw one of the 

generals of a rebel 
faction break in 
the front gate of 

the compound and 
demand the keys to 

their cars. 

PEOPLE 
Kentucky missionaries spared while fleeing Liberia 
Continued from page 1 
through the window in the gate of the 
concrete wall which surrounds the 
compound, we could see armed men 
in cars with doors off moving up and 
down our street," Mrs. Park said. 

-On Sunday, the missionaries and 
Liberians seeking refuge remained 
insii:le the compound. 

Every day thereafter, the situation 
got worse, Mrs. Park said. "We could 
hear more gunfire, see smoke rising 
from more fires that had been set and 
hear more mortars." 

By Wednesday, the missionaries 
knew they had to make a decision 
about whether to evacuate. "Some 
·were ready to leave, some were not," 
Mrs. Parks said. 

Because the mission compound is 
located on an incline at the . top of a 
hill, they knew a helicopter could not 
land to pick them up. 

At 9 p.m. Wednesday night, a 
group of armed men arrived in a van 
at the missionary compound. Backed 
by a large crowd, they tried to break 
through an iron gate and niove past a 
guard. They failed when another 
group arrived, dispersed the crowd 
and took the armed men with them. 

Thursday morning, the missionar­
ies met again to reassess the situation. 
They learned that officials at the 

You're invite 
to attend ... • 

American Embassy planned to get 
them out that afternoon or the next 
morning. They were told to expect 
evacuation to come Friday morning. 

But a few minutes later, embassy 
officials called to say embassy vehi­
cles were "four miles out and on the 
way," Mrs. Park said. The missionar­
ies were told to get in their vehicles, 
form a convoy and wait at the foot of 
the hill inside the gates of the com­
pound for immediate evacuation. 

"We waited for an hour, and they 
didn't come," she recalled. 

Then another call came by two­
way radio telling them to abandon 
their cars, give all the keys to mission­
aries Ed and Fran Laughridge, who 
had decided to stay in Monrovia, and 
move quickly to the back gate. 

Three embassy vehicles-includ­
ing two bullet proof vans-pulled up 
and the missionaries quickly boarded. 

As the Parks turned to close the 
back gate, they saw one of the gener­
als of a rebel faction break in the front 
gate of the compound and demand the 
keys to their cars. 

That incident, combined with in­
formation gleaned after the fact, leads 
the Parks and other missionaries to 
believe officials with the U.S. Embas­
sy brokered a deal to rescue the mis­
sionaries by giving up their highly-

July 26 - 31 1996 
A uniquely historical gathering in the beautiful 
Hawaiian tropics for Missionaries, MK's & 
anyone devoted to sharing the triumphant 
story of Jesus' love to all the nations of the 
World. 

Dwight Baker • Donna Rice Hughes 
Winston Crawley • Robert Deneen 
Guy Henderson • Alma Hunt 
Howard Olive • Mary Lucille Saunders 
Grover Tyner • and MANY MORE! 

Daily Schedule Includes: 
• Morning Inspirational Sessions 
• Genetal Assembly with Keynote Speaker 
• Small Group Break-out Sessions 
• Evening Service with Special Soloists, 

MK Choir, Orchestra and 
Special Message 

• All night prayer service 

Total tour .packages starting at $89 5 
Optional 7 night extensions 

starting at s435 

SOLOIST 
Douc 

OLDHAM 

• Fr; /Tl IU'\G • 

SOLOIST 
BARBARA 

T!JCKER 

Information & Registration 

1-800-419-0561 
Travel arrangements exclusively through: 

. Imperial Tours 

1-800-299-0050 

Registration Deadline: June 25, 1996 

prized vehicles to rebel forces. 
That assumption can neither be 

confirmed nor denied by anyone else 
yet, due to the nature of the situation. 

Once inside the embassy vehicles, 
a high-speed drive carried the mis­
sionaries through the war-tom streets 
of Monrovia, past people taking pot­
shots at each other while standing 
atop vehicles. And along the way, the 
convoy picked up other Americans. 

At first the group planned to spend 
the night at the Sudan Interior Mis­
sions Compound four miles from 
their mission compound. But when 
they arrived there, they learned that 
across the street at another mission, 
four people had been killed and sev­
eral women raped. 

So the convoy picked up workers 
from the compound and moved on. to 
the free zone maintained by a West 
African peacekeeping force. 

By this point, the convoy num­
bered more than 120 people. 

The missionaries spent a long, hot, 
rainy night with no food or water and 

limited shelter. By that time, the 
Laughridges had decided to evacuate 
also and had come to the free zone. 

Friday afternoon, about 30 hours 
after they had left the mission com­
pound, three helicopters arrived to 
take them on the two-hour flight to 
Sierra Leone. From there, the mis­
sionaries were airlifted to Senegal. A • 
few days later, they made their way to 
the States. 

In spite of the fact that Liberians 
are "a beautiful, good, peaceloving 
people," and are "not fighters," Mrs. 
Park believes she will not see peace 
there in her lifetime. 

Her husband agrees. "Too many 
people are hungry for power," he ex­
plained. 

Although the Paducah natives 
have not ruled out a Foreign Mission 
Board request to return to Liberia to 
do relief work, they both say they are 
tired and drained. 

"My heart is in Liberia," Park said. 
"But I'm 62 years old.,l'm not sure I 
can go through war again." 

Associate Pastor for Adults 
Dynamic, innovative, outreach-oriented minister sought to revitalize our 
Christian education program, including Sunday School and Discipleship 
Training. The successful candidate will be a man or woman who has an MCE 
( or equivalent) and proven experience with a growing Sunday School. A "second 
hat" might include singles, evangelism, visitation or family life. Thalia Lynn 
Church of Virginia Beach, Va., is a strong, moderate church of 1,600 resident 
members and has virtually unlimited growth potential, Otii curreat staff inclu~s 
three associate ministers in music, youth and children. Send your resume to: 
Dr. Mark J. Olson, pastor, Thalia Lynn Baptist Church, 4392 Virginia Beach 
Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23462. 

Helping children grow spiritually 
Over the past four years our 

ministry has grown more than any 
of us on the staff of Kentucky Bap­
tist Homes for Children ever 
dreamed it would. We have sought 
to meet needs and God has provid­
ed us with the direction and led us 
to the resources to be able to help 
more children and families than at 

calling "director of religious life." 
In his new role, Mike is helping us 
more fully coordinate the spiritual . 
life programs of our various facili­
ties to ensure that all of the children 
in our care have high quality spiri­
tual growth opportunities whether 
they are at one of our large campus­
es like Glen Dale or in a small shel­

ter or foster home. any other time in our 
history. HOMES FOR 

1

CHILDREN 
We're excited about 

Mike' s position because 
he and the chaplaincy 
staff he is developing 
will also be ministering 
in new ways to our child 
care and administrative 
staffs, foster parents, 
and counselors. This is 
important to us because 
we believe that the spir-

As we have grown 
we have continued to 
emphasize quality in our 
total ministry. Achiev­
ing accreditation, cen­
tralizing our intake ser­
vices, and d e -
veloping a more effi­
cient management sys­
tem have all been geared 
toward helping us main­
tain quality. 

Curtis c. Mooney , itual .he~lth of our chil-
dren 1s drrectly related to 

We recently made 
another important move that will 
help us also maintain high quality 
in the areas of spiritual growth and 
development of our staff and chil­
dren. Last year we had a record 
number of our children make spiri- • 
tual decisions (92) and we wanted 
to make sure that we continued to 
emphasize quality in our spiritual 
developmynt programs. 

To do this, we recently moved 
Dr. Mike Dixon, who had been the 
director of our Spring Meadows 
campus, into a new position we are 

the spiritual health of 
those who work with them. 

Please pray for Mike and the 
rest of KBHC's staff when you 
pray for our children . every day. 
Pray especially for the spiritual 
growth of our staff and for the Holy 
Spirit to work in the lives of every­
one to whom we minister. 

Curtis Mooney is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky.40243. Cal/(800)456-1386. WWW 
address: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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Needed: Integrity 
in church finances 
By Don Spencer 

At some point, most churches 
must deal with sticky questions 
regarding the handling of church 
finances. 

A fatal mistake of many 
church leaders is to assume that 
they and those around them are 
above any temptations to mis­
handle church funds. How often 
has someone in the church said, 
"It could never happen here. All 
those precautions are just not 
worth the effort." 

The only way to protect one­
self and others is not to provide 
the opportunity in the first place. 
Given this reality, we have little 
choice but to take steps to ensure 
financial integrity in the church. 

Richard Bergst~om, in the 
. book "Mastering Church Financ­
es," offers several "tough ques­
tions" a church should ask to 
evaluate its financial savvy: 

I Do you count and record 
offerings immediately after re­
ceived? 

I Are offerings always stored 
in a secure or well-supervised 
area? 

I Do you count cash and 
check twice for accuracy? 

I Do you place offerings in 
lockbags after counting? 

I Do you place the lockbags 
in a safe or night depository until 
the bank opens? 

I Do you strictly limit who 
has access to the safe? 

I _ Do you change the safe 
combination when someone is 
no longer authorized to use it? 

I Do you make sure the same 
person is not involved in more 
than one of the financial proce­
dures of the church (collecting, 
counting, recording, authorizing 
expenditures, writing checks, au-
diting)? , 

I Are all individuals autho­
rized to · write checks against 
church funds held responsible 
through an accounting/auditing 
system? 

I _Do you provide the bank 
with annual updates of people 
authorized to sign checks against 
any account? 

I Do you issue annual receipts 
for giving? This is just another 
check on detennining that what 
comes in has, in fact, been ac­
counted for. 

Painful experiences in too 
many churches have taught that 
unless these questions all can be 
answered with a firm yes, your 
church might have a significant 
hole in its financial structure 
through which hundreds or thou­
sands of dollars could be lost. 

Don Spencer is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention annu­
ity department 

PEOPLE 
Ensembles take top honors ·at Dove Awards 

NASHVILLE (RNS)-Vocal en­
sembles, rather than individual artists, 
walked away with many of the big 
awards at this year's Dove Awards. 

The modern-rock group de Talk 
was named artist of the year, and 
group member Toby McKeehan won 
song of the year for "Jesus Freak," 
with co-writer Mark Heimermann. 
The male trio also won rock recorded 
song of the year for "Jesus Fre~." 

Other big winners included Point 

of Grace, a female pop quartet, which 
was honored as group of the year. The 
2-year-old group also won pop/con­
temporary recorded song of the year 
for 'Toe Great Divide" and pop/con­
temporary album of the year for "The 
Whole Truth." 

The group Anointed, a pop and 
rhythm and blues ensemble, won 
three Doves. 'The Call," their debut 
record, was named contemporary 
gospel album of the year. Their song 

"[t's In God's Hands Now" was 
awarded urban recorded song of the 
year, and their song "The Call" won 
contemporary gospel recorded song 
of the year. 

Jars of Clay, a modern-rock quar­
tet, won new artist of the year and an 
additional award for best short form vid­
eo of the year for their song "Flood." 

Kentuckian Larnelle Harris won 
inspirational album of the year for 
"Unbelievable Love." 

Peq:,le Sluiri . _____ Jesus 
isnowa ~· . le. 

Ar I 1 eyou. 
Now you can make sharing Jesus part of your everyday life. Naturally. Effectively. Simply. 

Sensitively. Right where you live, work, and play. ,, , 
People Shanizg Jesus is a breakthrough process by Darrell W. Robinson, head of evangelism 

for the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention since 1989. People 
Shanizg Jesus isn't about gimmicks or 
manipulation. It's about sharing the joy 
and faith you've found in Christ. Without 
guilt, anxiety, or awkwardness. 

People Shanizg Jesus is available at 
your local Christian bookstore in book 
form, abridged audio tapes, audio 
seminar, dramatized video, leader's 
guide, and special New Testament 
edition. It's everything you and your 
church need to build confidence, 
knowledge, and inspiration for 
sharing Christ. Just as your 
Father intended . 

• ~~ 
Available now at your local Baptist 
Book Store or any Christian bookstore. 

'' Darrell Robinson, whose pastor's heart is clear and resounding, 
has expressed most helpfully in this book the basic features of a spontaneous witness 
for our living Lord. I recommend People Sharing Jesus to all who are experiencing God, 

and have an inner desire to bear witness to others. " 
- Henry T. Blackaby, Author, Experiencing God 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BEDFORD-Jamie Ward recent­
ly resigned as youth minister at Bed­
ford · Church. 
■ BRANDENBURG-First Church 
called Gary McAbee as pastor. 
McAbee has been pastor at First 
Church in Sonora. 
■ BURNSIDE-Neeleys Creek 
Church will celebrate its centennial 
anniversary May 18, beginning at 10 
a.m. and continuing through the after­
noon. 

■ CRESTWOOD-Harrods Creek 
Church will ordain Bill Lee to the 
gospel ministry May 19. 
■ FORDSVILLE-Providence 
Church called Jeff Stewart as pastor. 
■ HENDERSON-Community 
Church will hold a groundbreaking 
service for its first building May 12 at 
2p.m. 
■ LA GRANGE-Bob Brubaker 
resigned as interim pastor at Eighteen 
Mile Church May 5. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Carlisle A venue 
Church will celebrate its 85th anni­
versary June 9. 

Foster A venue Church called 
Frank Kuriger as interim pastor in • 
January. 

Cloverleaf Church will present 
Carroll Roberson of Ripley, Miss., 
in a gospel concert May 17 at 7:30 
p.m. 

Highview Church called Kevin 
Ezell as pastor. He currently is pastor 
at First Church in Marion, Ill. He will 
begin his new ministry June 1. 

Nina Maples resigned as minister 
to children at Hurstbourne Church. 
She will continue to minister as part 

of the Hurstbourne Counseling Cen­
ter. 

David Phillips will resign as min­
ister to youth at Broadway Church, 
effective Aug. 11., in order to move 
to Richmond, Va. 
■ OLATON--Olaton Church called 
Raymond McDonald as pastor. He 
previously was pastor at Brooklyn 
Church in Greenville. 
■ PADUCAH-Twelfth Street 
Church called C.J. Turner as interim 
minister of youth. Denzel Dukes is 
interim pastor. 
■ PELLVILLE-Pellville Church 
dedicated its new educational build­
ing, organ and hymnals April 21. 

. Russia, Boston and 
Utah-Idaho: 

■ Travel safety for 
Kentucky partnership 

coordinators in Russia. 
■ Russians preparing to 

be pastors. 
■ Jim Harding, 

Executive Director/ 
Treasurer of the Utah/ 

Idaho Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

■ Tom Vance, director 
of missions and 

Brotherhood director of 
the Utah/Idaho Southern 

Baptist Convention. 
■ Boston-area churches 

as they prepare for the 
coming of Kentucky 

ministry teams later this 
year. 

■ David and Betsy 
Draper and the members 

of Boston's Beacon Hill 
Baptist Fellowship as 

they seek God's will in 
purchasing a church 

building. 

First Baptist of Henderson dedicates education expansion 
By Mark Wingfield 
Interim Editor 

HENDERSON-When First Bap­
tist Church of Henderson dedicated a 
$1. 7 million renovation and addition 
to its education facilities April 28, the 
building was not the primary focus. 

thanked God for allowing him to live 
long enough to see this day in the life 
of his church. This was the first new 
building the church has erected in 47 
years. 

In an interview during the dedica­
tion reception, Collier said the secret 
to this church's health is that people 
love one another. Instead the spotlight shone on peo­

ple-the people whose dreams had 
become reality in the project, the peo­
ple who made it happen and the peo­
ple who will be reached. 

This Christian love is evidenced 
on Wednesday nights, when after 
prayer meeting ends, "two-thirds of 
the members are still there visiting 
with each other," Collier said. Jack Collier, the 77-year-old chair-

• man of the building committee, re­
ceived a prolonged standing ovation 
from the congregation as he mounted 
the platform to introduce his commit­
tee. The dedication had been delayed 
in part because Collier had been hos­
pitalized with serious heart trouble. 

The church's Wednesday night 
program is just one of many minis­
tries expanded by the updated and 
expanded facilities. The construction 
provided ~ new fellowship hall that 
for the first time in years is large 
enough to allow adults to participate 
in the Wednesday night dinner. With tears in his eyes, Collier 

The class of 1996 
Another school year is quickly coming to an 

end. While many schools will be ending their 
school years later than usual, we are going to be 
out right on time; May 14. We have only missed 
one day of school this year because of bad weath­
er. That was the only day we have missed in the 
past 18 years. Our students did not think it was 
fair that other schools were closing so often when 
we did not. Now that we are getting out nearly 
one month earlier than the other schools, our stu- • 
dents think it is pretty "cool." I must say that after 

week. Many references were made to the 1995 
spring revival, when nearly 40 young people 
made professions of faith in the Lord. Comments 
were made several times this week about a "real 
change of attitude since the spring revival in 
1995." One of our many blessings is seeing the 
dramatic change that comes into the lives of our 
students when they let Jesus be their guide and 
friend. 

On April 27 we had our Junior-Senior Ban­
quet. Since we do not have a prom, we have a 

a long, hard winter, I also think it is 
"cool." THIS IS , 

banquet for our juniors and seniors. 
This banquet is one of the highlights 
for our seniors, as they realize their 
days at Oneida have nearly come to an 
end. For the junior class, it is a remind­
er that their senior year is just over the 
horizon. It is a time of fellowship, re­
flection and reality. 

We end this school year with many 
success stories and some disappoint­
ing failures. When a student comes to 
us, we have so many expectations and 
hopes. We know we will not be suc­
cessful with every student, but it is 
never easy to accept what appears to 
be failure. Many times the seeds that 
have been planted here will not show 
evidence of growth until some time in 

I 
ONEIDA 

the future, thoug~ we would rather be W.F. Underwood 
able to see the frmts of our efforts now. 

Next weekend the senior class will 
be traveling to King's Island for a day 
of fun. We will be leaving very early 
in the morning and returning late Sat­
urday night. They will take many pic­
tures and capture the excitement of the 

On the other hand, we have a lot to 
rejoice over. Many in the class of 1996 are leav­
ing Oneida with a solid academic and spiritual 
foundation. Many in this class came to Oneida 
with failing grades. We have labored and loved 
them along the way, and can now see the tremen­
dous progress they have made. Often when the 
progress comes over a period of years, it is not 
easy to see how far a student has come until we 
look at where he was when he came to us. It is a 
real blessing to compare his grades before he 
came to Oneida with the grades he is making now. 

Even in spiritual things, we do not always see 
the dramatic change until months or years later. 
We had our student Work Program awards this 

day. 
We are grateful for the opportunity we have 

had to work with these students while they have 
been at Oneida. Some of these seniors came to 
Oneida this year. Others have been here for two, 
three or maybe seven years. When they came to 
us we did not know the kind of soil they repre-

• sented. We have discovered while they have been 
here that some were not receptive to the saving 
grace of Jesus. Some represented stony soil, and 
still others have allowed too many of this world's 
pleasures to influence them. But some of the seed 
has fallen on good soil and will bear great results. 

W.F. "Bud" Under.wood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Significant growth at the Hender­
son church continues to spill out of 
the church building, however, said 
Pastor Bill Patterson. For example, he 
cited the excitement of 68 youth sit­
ting shoulder-to-shoulder in a church 
member's home the previous Tues­
day night. Minister of Music and 
Youth Alan Chamness leads the 
youth group. 

Overall, the church has grown 
from 280 to 470 in average Sunday 
school attendance in the last five years 
and has averaged baptizing 40 people 
per year. 

Emphasizing Sunday school has 
been one key to this growth, Patter­
son said. "We emphasize Sunday 
school because of the assimilation 
factor. If a person gets involved in 
Sunday school, when they join the 
church they have a support group." 

The Henderson church has started 
a variety of new adult and children's 
classes, such as one called Single Plu­
rals, aimed at married couples who 
want to remain with friends in the sin­
gles division, and another called For 
Women Only, which targets women 
whose husbands don't attend. 

Amid this growth, First Baptist 
Church has maintained its commit­
ment to missions as well. The congre­
gation gives 15 percent of undesignat­
ed receipts to the Cooperative Pro­
gram. 

Patterson said missions giving and 
involvement is part of the growth rec- . 
ipe at First Baptist. 

"It helps us be a part of something 
bigger than we are," he explained. 
"When you give of yourself to minis­
ter beyond yourselves ... you get a vi­
sion of something far greater." 

Commendation from our peers 
The 10-year reaffirmation of 

accreditation evaluation team from 
the Accrediting Association of Bi­
ble Colleges has submitted a 16-
page report of their on-site visit 
and the review of our self-study. 
The document noted "the excellent 
spirit in which the college received 
and responded to the team" and 
offered commendation for "an ex­
cellent self-study." 

housing units and several support 
structures, all debt free; students 
costs ·kept low; the financial aid 
program that depends neither on 
federally funded Stafford student 
loans nor on federally funded col­
lege work/study grants. 

Student services received high 
marks in these areas: the profes­
sionally staffed counseling center 
and the service it renders both to 

Some of the aca­
demic commendations 
were: efforts to broaden 
the scope of ministry 
preparation; sufficient 
faculty, instructional 
and facility resources to 
achieve its mission; ef­
forts to keep a well-cre­
dentialed faculty; a 
well-administered li­
brary, which is housed 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

campus residents and 
the surrounding com­
munity; for going be­
yond minimum stan­
dards in its provision of 
services; high-quality 
food service. 

in an ~dequate ~~cility; Bill Whittaker 
for bemg sensitive to 

The evaluation team 
appreciated our suc­
cinct and focused mis­
sion statement; healthy 
board and alumni rela­
tionships; efforts to up­
grade the recruitment 

the needs of its constit-
uents by recently adding a bivoca­
tional program. 

The evaluation team commend­
ed Clear Creek for fiscal and ad­
ministrative management. We met 
or exceeded all seven factors for fi­
nancia:l stability. The team af­
firmed: the high degree of profes­
sionalism and dedication in the ad­
ministrative staff, the professional 
and competent practices in the 
business office; a fine campus with 
more than 700 acres, three admin­
istrative classroom buildings, 123 

process; and the work 
done on the college strategic plan. 

Clear Creek was commended 
for efforts to achieve academic ex­
cellence as evidenced by having 
sought and obtained accreditation 
status with the Accrediting Asso­
ciation of Bible Colleges and by 
presently investigating initial 
membership in regional accredita­
tion. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
!(y. 40977 
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Schaller says 
denominations 
need a 'new 
Reformation' 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (ABP)­
Nothing short of a "new Refor­
mation" will halt the declining 
influence of religious denomi­
nations, consultant and author 

. Lyle Schaller said at a March 
, 24-26 summit meeting for reli­

gious leaders. 
. There is hope for the future 

of denominations, Schaller af­
firmed at the meeting in Colum­
bia, S.C., noting that efforts al­
ready are underway to create 
"new wineskins" to enable 
churches to carry the gospel into 
a new era. 

"Ideologically, I believe in 
denominations as a legitimate 
order of creation, a good part of 
a larger design. I think they have 
value," said Schaller, a consult­
ant who over a 36-year career 
hae studied more than 5,000 
congregations from 60 religious 
traditions. 

Many of his younger friends, 
however, do not share his opti­
mism, he said, due to an increas­
ing lack of trust in institutions in 
today.: s society. ., ! w ''-' ~-- ,~ 

Schaller said choices faced 
by denominational leaders to­
day are like those major-league 
baseball teams faced in the 
1960s when owners were forced 
to relinquish some of their con­
trol in order to attract younger 
talent who no longer trusted the 
institution of baseball. 

"What denominations face is 
essentially the same question: 
Do you build your base on 
members who were taught that 
you trust institutions and hope 
that they don't die, or do you go 
recruit the members of the new 
generation? 

"What denominations· said 
was, 'Let's hope the older gen­
eration lives forever and build 
for those who were taught to 
trust institutions,"' Schaller said. 

A better option for denomi­
national leaders is to "change 
the system," he said. He praised 
the South Carolina Baptist Con­
vention and the Episcopal Dio­
cese of Texas for setting out two 
models that call for denomina­
tions to be service-oriented rath­
er than program-oriented and 
more. attentive to the needs of 
churches and associational 
groupings. 

Not many religious bureau­
cracies have awakened to the 
need to change, Schaller said. 

"When do revolutions sell?" 
he asked. "The answer is, not 
until there is a widely-perceived 
crisis. And many in the denomi­
nation are still in denial," he 
said. "There is still an awfullot 
of people who are convinced 
there's a lot of wear still in those 
old wineskins. They say, 'Let's 
just repatch them."' 

... 

CHURCHES 
Warren: Jesus was seeker-sensitive 
By Charles Willis 
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Targeting 
groups and individuals for the gospel 
message is not a new marketing twist 
for today's Christian messerigers bU:t 
a skill demonstrated by Jesus, accord­
ing to California pastor Rick W airen. 

"Targeting your community is un­
derstanding who you are trying to 
reach, not to exclude but to be effec-

• tive," Rick Warren, pastor of Saddle­
back Valley Community Church in 
Mission Viejo, Calif., told nearly 
1,600 church staff and lay leaders 
during a one-day seminar on "How to 
Build a Purpose-Driven Church." 

The seminar, held at Two Rivers 
Baptist Church in Nashville, was 
sponsored jointly by Saddleback 
Church and the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board. 

Warren, author of a new book on 
"purpose-driven" churches, said Jesus 
knew about the woman at the well, 
and because he knew her, he knew 
how to talk with her. During his min­
istry on earth, Jesus dealt with each 
person out of specific knowledge 
about that person, Warren said. 

Likewise, reaching out to people 
today who have not heard the gospel 
requires knowing who they are and 
how to talk with them, he said. Defin­
ing one's ministry target in the 1990s 
includes knowing how-many people 
live in the area; what types of people 
they are by age, marital status, in­
come, education and occupation; 
learning about their viilues, needs, in­
terests and fears; and determining 
what they already know about the 
gospel. 

"Seekers are different all over 
America," Warren observed. "What 
is seeker-sensitive in one .place may 
be seeker-repulsive in another." 

He recommended attempting to 
reach fust "the persons you are most 
likely to reach. 

"The more you focus on your tar­
get, the easier it is to reach them," he 
said. "You have to focus. You can't 
reach everyone." 

He compared failure to have a tar­
get to a hunter who stands in a field 
and shoots in random directions, hop­
ing to hit some game, and to a pho­
tographer who snaps photographs 
without ever focusing, hoping to get a 

usable image. 
. To determine the best target group, 

he said, the answers to two questions 
provide insight: 

I What kind of people already at~ 
tend our church? "Everybody is look­
ing for somebody like themselves," 
Warren observed. "Teenagers are 
looking· for other teenagers, parents 
with babies are looking for others 
with babies. If they find them, they'll 
be back. If they don't, it's unlikely 
they'll return." 

I What kind of person am I as a 
leader? "Who do I naturally feel com­
fortable around? If God called you to 
ministry, there are people that only 
you can reach." 

Warren said people reach other 
people to whom they can relate. 

"You attract what you are, not 
what you want. When the church 
matches the community and the pas­
tor, explosive growth will take place. 
A good man in the wrong place will 
have limited results . If you don't 
match, move." 

If a church doesn't match the com­
munity in which it is located, Warren 
sees three options: " 

I Build on existing strengths. 
I Reinvent the congregation by in­

tentionally changing. 
I Create a new congregation by 

starting new services or sponsoring a 
new congregation. 

Warren ch~llenged church leaders 
to "think like an unbeliever." 
- "Imagine being told, 'I have the 
greatest news in the world, but before 
I tell you, you have to come to my 
building, • wear my kind of clothes, 
understand my way of talking and 
sing my songs.' That's a statement for 
failure," he said. "We do it every 
week. It is selfish." 

Most ·unchurched people are not 
atheists, Warren said. ''They are j~st 
turned off and too busy. They say, 'I 
like Jesus. I just don't like church."' 

Warren also confessed he had un­
derestimated the power of music in 
evangelism. 

"It is the No. I communicator of 
values in our society," he said. "It by­
passes the intellect and goes straight 
to the heart. 

"You have to choose the style of 
music you are going to use and stick 
with it," he continued. "Make sure the 
music matches the target. Music tells 
who you are going to reach and who 
you are never going to reach." 

He urged worship planners to pre­
view all music to determine if the 
message is doctrinally sound and if it 
~atches the mood of the worship ser­
vice. 

"You attract what 
. you are, not what 
you want. When 
the church 
niatches the. 
community and the 
pastor, explosive 
growth will take 
place." 
Rick Warren 
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"Tell me how we get 100 votes to keep an evening service when only 15 show up!" 

Hybels: Don't innovate for sake of innovation 
NASHVILLE (BP)- The goals of 

innovation and drama in worship 
should be larger than just the desire to 
be creative, Bill Hybels told more 
than 300 local church drama leaders 
April 19. 

Hybels, senior pastor of Willow 
Creek Community Church in subur­
ban Chicago, said the interdenomina­
tional congregation's 20-year history 
of innovative worship services was 
born out of needs for effectiveness, 
attentiveness and inspiration. He 
spoke at the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board' s church drama confer­
ence. 

"We have never sought to be an 
innovative church for the sake of in­
novation," he said. "If you are not 
careful, you can start a kind of com-

petition in the kingdom ( of God) as to 
who is 'out there' the furthest." 

Willow Creek; he said, innovates 
for effectiveness in a desire "to tum 
unreligious people into fully devoted 
followers." 

"We asked (ourselves) how best 
we can make the gospel come alive 
for them." 

As an example of Jesus ' ability to 
create drama, Hybels cited Jesus' ac­
tions in Luke 5 where the disciples, 
after catching no fish, lowered their 
nets at his instruction and found them 
full to .overflowing. 

Using innovation to enhance atten­
tiveness on the part·of the congrega­
tion counters boredom, "the great en­
emy of some congregations," Hybels 
said. When people are exposed to a 

different kind of communication, 
"they leave autopilot, leaning forward 
in their seats to know." 

However, he cautioned about the 
ways in which churches "stretch peo­
ple's comfort ranges," suggesting 
adding a different kind o.f service is 
better than taking away a tradition that 
is meaningful to some people. Leav­
ing the established service in place 
allows people who do not favor 
change to have what they want, while 
giving innovators the creative oppor­
tunity they desire, he said. 

"Change management in a local 
church is one of the most challenging 
endeavors you can put your hand to," 
he observed. "If your church has a 
low tolerance for change, just don't 
do it." 
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Missing something? 

You could be reading your church newsletter 
right now. Call (502) 244-6473 for information 
about the Western Recorder's money-saving 
church newspage plan. 
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