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Olympic ministry 
Over the next three 
weeks, the Western 

Recorder will highlight 
Baptist ministries in 

Atlanta during the 
summer Olympics. 

Coverage begins this 
week on pages 1 & 6. 

Disney employees 
A veteran employee of 

the Walt Disney Co. 
wants Southern Baptists 

to know that many 
Christians work for 

Disney and are making a 
difference in their 

workplaces. See page 2. 
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Family Forum 
_ How safe are your 

children? See page 4. , 

Editorial 
Lessons from two events 

• of the past week that 
have left indelible marks 

on our memories. 
Seepage 5 . 

Welfare reform 
The U.S. House of 

Representatives last 
week passed a massive 

plan for reforming 
welfare. See page 7. 
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OLYMPIC ENERGY A youth group from Berea Baptist Church in, Berea performs for visitors to one of the many Atlanta-area Olympic 
ven11es where Atlanta International Ministries '96 has coordinated hospitality and ministry efforts. 

Baptists co.mpete for Olympic message 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

ATLANTA-With the summer 
Olympics as a backdrop, Baptists from 
around the world are competing with 
a variety of voices to reach an unpar­
alleled international audience with the 
message of Jesus Christ. 

Olympie visitors are bombarded 
with sights and sounds at every tum 
by groups ranging from multi-million­
dollar sponsors to bilingual Mormons. 

Baptists are relying on gifts, enter­
tainment and Southern hospitality to 
make a lasting impression with their 
Christian message of God's love. 

In downtown Atlanta, volunteers 
staff a welcome center, complete with 
restrooms, a large-screen TV, air con­
ditioning and free water-a drawing 
card for visitors to a city where tern-

peratures soar into the 90s and stores 
charge $1 for a cup of water. 

Near competition arenas, singers, 
actors and puppeteers help fans keep 
their minds off the heat or long lines. 
At area hotels, groups 
are organizing "kids 
club" activities, in­
cluding games, re­
freshments and Bible 
stories. 

Churches are con­
ducting sports camps 
with Olympic themes 
and Christian messag­
es. Families are wel­
coming international 
visitors into their homes. 

All these activities are done for the 
purpose of meeting needs and build--
ing bridges to tell people about Jesus, 
said Linda Johnson, director of Atlan-

ta International Ministries '96. AIM 
'96 is the coordinating body for 8,000 
Baptist volunteers. 

Baptists' track record in Olympic 
ministry dates to the 1980 winter 

games in Lake Plac­
id, N.Y., said Bill 
Lee, director of spe­
cial ministries for the 
Southern Baptist 
Home Mission 
Board. In addition to 
evangelism opportu­
nities, Olympic miii­
istries raise the visi­
bility of Baptists in 
the host city and to 

visitors from around the world, he 
said. The Lake Placid ministry result­
ed in formation of a new church. 

Before moving to Atlanta, Johnson 
□ See Baptists compete ... , page 6 

16-year-old was leader in youth group .but died 'huffing' 
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By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday .School Board 

. NASHVILLE (BP)- A quick 
glance under the bill of Ricky Stem 
Jr.' s baseball hat is testimony that he 
really was a good kid. 

There, among the sweat stains and 
doodles, is tlie reference of a Scripture 
verse penned in the handwriting of a 
child. Philippians 4: 13- a verse about 
hope and strength. 

Ricky won't be wearing that hat 
anymore. A Christian since age 7, the 
16-year-old died June 20 after "huff­
ing" fluorocarbons from his home air 
conditioning µnit. 

"We're claiming that verse as our 
own," his mother, Diane Stem, said of 
the Scripture that has been Ricky's fa­
vorite since he was a young child. 
Through their pain, Stem, a 16-year 
employee of the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board, and her husband, 

Ricky Sr., are hoping to warn other 
Christian parents their child could be 
next. 

"Ricky's in heaven, and I'm going 
to see him again someday," Diane 
Stem said during a recent interview at 
the family home. "I can' t think of a 
better person that the Lord would have 
at his table than my son, burl wanted 
him a little longer here." 

Huffing is one of many ways 
young people use inhalants, according 
to Valerie Handy, an alcohol and drug 
specialist in Nashville, who said the 
chemicals produce mind- and behav­
ior-altering effects. 

"All kids have to do is look under 
the kitchen cabinet," Handy said, to 
find one of more than 1,400 products 
that can be used as inhalants. 

Some of those include airplane 
glue, butane, paint thinner, cleaning 
products, aerosol sprays, gasoline, cor­
rection fluids, even whipped cream. 

This is just a cheap and easy high Sr. said. "After church on Wednes­
for the kids," Handy said, "and it can day night, the day before he died, we 
turn their brains into silly putty." sat out on the deck for two hours, 

That is, if they live. . . just laughing and talking. Within a 
Ricky Jr. was one of more than week of the first time he tried it, he's 

1,000 Americans who die each year dead." 
from inhalants-and 500 of those Ricky Jr. would have been aj un­
are first-time users. Those who don't ior at Friendship Christian School in 
die can suffer damage to the liver, Lebanon, Tenn., next fall . He was an 
lungs, kidneys, brain and nervous outstanding student and star athlete. 
system. The Stems received his report 

The Stems, who have a daughter card in the mail the day he died. A 
and grandson, say they were caught first-string pitcher as a sophomore, 
completely off guard by Ricky's Ricky Jr. led his high school team to 
death by inhalants. He had attended the state tournaments. Pro-baseball 
church services three times the week scouts had watched him play, his fa­
before he died. That is the same ther said. 
number oftimes he tried the danger- "Ricky was a leader in his youth 
ous teenage fad, taught to him, his group at church; he was an all mid­
parents say, by a fellow member of state baseball player, he was a health 
his church youth group. nut, he worked out all the time and 

"He hadn't even tried it enough watched his eating habits," Diane 
for us to notice any symptoms or a Stem said. "I don't want some Joe 
change in his behavior," Ricky Stem D See 'Huffing' snuffed out .. . , page 8 
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BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS Review & Expositor reports advances· 
■ Gardner-Webb 

University's new divinity 
school has been named 
an associate member of 

the Association of 
Theological Schools in 
the United States and 

Canada. Associate 
membership in ATS is a 

necessary step toward 
attaining full 

accreditation. Full 
accreditation is at least 

two years away, officials 
said. 

■ William Oscar Taylor, 
age 105, vtho was 

thought to be the oldest 
preacher in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, died 

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-The theological 
journal Review & Expositor has 
gained more than 400 new subscrip­
tions since breaking its ties with 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in March, according to the jour­
nal's managing editor. 

Paid circulation of the quarterly 
journal has grown 35 percent, from 
1,148 in April to more than 1,550 in 
July, said Dan Stiver, managing edi­
tor and professor of Christian philos- • 
ophy at Southern Seminary. 

Review & Expositor previously 
was the faculty journal of Southern 
Seminary. However,members of the 
publication's board announced in 
late March that they had broken for­
mal ties with Southern and affiliated 
with a new consortium of seminar-· 
ies and divinity schools. Participat­
ing schools primarily are new mod-

erate Baptist enterprises affiliated 
with state Baptist colleges. 

The journal's board cited declin­
ing circulation and related financial 
difficulties as the primary reason for 
making the switch. According to the 
journal's circulation records, sub­
scriptions had dropped from a high 
of 4,583 in 1987 to a low of 1,148 in 
April 1996. 

At the first meeting of the jour­
nal's new board June. 27, another 
school was accepted into the consor­
tium. The Logsdon School of Theol­
ogy at Hardin-Simmons University . 
in Abilene, Texas, will join six other 
Baptist schools with representation 
on the journal's board. The board 
still has three seats for faculty mem­
bers from Southern Seminary. 

In other action at the June 27 
meeting, Review & Expositor board. 
members named a new associate ed­
itor, Nancy deClaise-Walford of 
Mercer University's theology 

school. 
"We are obviously greatly heart­

ened by . this healthy turnaround in 
our fortunes afterthe dismal news of 
the past few years," Stiver said. "We 
are especially enthusiastic about 
adding Hardin-Simmons, which will 
provide a nice balance between east 
and west. Our potential constituency 
is greatly expanded." 

Stiver said two other sc;hools also 
have inquired about joining the con• 
sortium. 

Besides Hardin-Simmons, other 
schools currently in the Review & 
Expositor consortium include Bap­
tist Theological Seminary at Rich­
mond, Va.; George W. Truett Theo­
logical Seminary of Baylor Univer­
sity; Mercer University School of 
Theology; Central Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary; Gardner-Webb Uni­
versity's divinity school; and the 
Campbell University School of Di­
vinity. • 

July 7 of congestive 
heart failure at his home 
in Melbourne. Taylor co­

founded Southern 
Baptist College (now 

Williams Baptist College) 
in Walnut Ridge, Ark., 

and was one of its first 
faculty members. 

Bisagno takes out ad on Jewish resolution 
HOUSTON (ABP)-The recent 

Southern Baptist statement urging 
more evangelism of Jews continues to 
stir debate, this time in Houston. 

After a series of private meetings 
between Baptist and Jewish leaders, 
prominent Houston pastor John Bisa­
gno published. a large newspaper ad 
July 10 to counteract the criticism the 
statement has attracted. 

A resolution adopted overwhelm­
ingly at the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion in June calls on Southern Baptists 
to "direct our energies and resources . 

. toward proclamation of the gospel to 
the Jewish people." 

At the same convention, a mission­
ary was appointed to target Jews for 
conversion. 
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In a quarter-page "open letter" pur­
chased in the Houston Chronicle, Bis­
agno, pastor of the 20,000-member 
First Baptist Church in Houston, said 
the resolution may have overstated the 
intent of the messengers who ap­
proved it. 

"It was worded in such a way that 
it appeared to some that American 
Jews were being singled out above all 
others for Christian witness," Bisagno 
wrote." ... Understandably, the Jewish 
community was concerned." 

In fact, Bisagno said, less than l 
percent of SBC mission work in the 
United States targets Jews-one mis­
sionary among 5,000. 

"I know of none of us who intend 
to single out any group for either more 

or less sharing of Christ's gospel than 
with others," Bisagno said. "To do so 
would be inconsistent with the minis­
try of our Master whose love is equal 
for all persons." 

Bisagno and other Southern Bap­
tists in Houston met with Jewish lead­
ers at least twice in recent weeks be­
hind closed doors and emerged talk­
ing about mutual respect, according to 
the Houston Chronicle. 

'The need for witnessing by the 
Baptist community was made clear, as 
was the response of the Jewish com­
munity to be respected and valued for 
our religious integrity without need for 
modification," said Carol Hoffman, 
president of the Houston chapter of the 
American Jewish Committee. 

Employee: Don't forget Disney Co. 's Christians 
ORLANDO, Fla. (BP}--Southem Among the resort's Christian meet- their opportunities for fellowship, he 

Baptists who are preparing to boycott ings is a periodic luncheon for man- said. 
the Walt Disney Co. ought to know agement personnel, which -in August . One thing this employee said has 
that many fellow Christians are work- will be held for a third time this year. always surprised him is that the most 
ing for good within the company, a ·. The most recent speaker was popular popular events sponsored by Disney 
veteran Disney manager said. author John Trent, and the next guest ·· World are the Christian music festival 

The employee of Disney World, will be a business consultant who for- "Night of Joy" and the two-week-long 
who agreed to be interviewed on the merly worked for Campus Ciusade for "Candlelight Processional" at Epcot 

. condition his name not be used, said Christ. • Center each December. The three 

. he often reminds his church to pray for The Disney Co. also has sanctioned nightly performances always aie 
the Christians who are working atthe . an organization called "Crosstalk." . packed, t:he employee said. 
mammoth Orlando theme park. Aimed at younger, non-management . 'The two most consistently popu~ 

In all his years with the company, employees, it.sponsored a National • lar things · we've done have been 
he said, there never has been more . • Day of Prayer observance in May, he. Christian activities,. µi a secular com~ 
Christian activity going on within said. • pany," he said. ''I'm sure there~s a 

. . Walt Disney W odd. Unfortunately, he _· Ironically, the employee sa,id, a gay • message there--c-that God can use ariy • 
acknowledged, there has been a corre~ • • and lesbian group sanctioned by Dis-. • group or organization _to get his mes~ 
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sponding increase in what some con~ ney World's cast division has faded · sage across:' • 
·• sider "anti-Christian" activity. · . from view, with no mentions of its • · Although concerned about such 

• . "While Disney ciln be criticized, meetings appearing lately in company • • .. policies -~ extending health benefits to 
and rightly so, there are a bunch of us • employee publications; . · homosexual partners of company em- . · 
who need to be prayed for too," the In addition to multiple prayer ployees, this employee said he doubts 
employee said. groups, an employee has been send-· a Disney boycott will be successful. 

One of his requests is for spiritual . ing daily entries from the • Southern There are too many properties in-
support for many small groups of eni- Baptist "Operi Windows" devotional volved and too many popular items, 
-ployees • throughout Disney World to ari extensive list of Christians on the like family videos and theme parks, 
who meet regularly for Bible study con'lpany'.s e-mail system. . that people will continue to use, he 
and prayer. . . . Such activity has stirred some com- said. . 

"I'm finding out about groups all plaints, and in one division an execu- However, the employee said he 
the time that I didn't know about pre- tive ordered a devotional group to stop hopes officials from Disney and ,the 
viously," the employee said. "I'm using the conference room for Bible Southern Baptist Convention will 
meeting people I didn't know were study, the employee said. meet soon to discuss the issue. 'That's 
Christians. Not that they didn't act like However, those people simply what's going to change things, if any-
it; we just never talked about it." . joined with "Crosstalk" to expand thing is going to change," he said. 
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KENTUCKY 
After 50 years, twins' families still run in tandem 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

SHELBY COUNTY-When the 
children of Kenneth and Anna Mae 
Ashby and Bobby and Barbara Ashby 
planned their parents' golden wedding 
anniversaries in June, they knew the 
four would want to celebrate together. 

After all, "together'' best describes 
how they have lived these past 50 
years. 

The story begins in 1946 when the 
Ashby twins of Shelbyville began to 
get serious about the Edington sisters, 
and an aunt of the twins suggested a 
double wedding. 

So, together, the identical twins 
bought identical wedding rings. To­
gether, they furnished twin apartments 
in their parents' country home. And on 
June 8, 1946, together, they cleaned up 
their 1945 farm jeep, decorated it with 
roses, drove 40 miles from Shelbyville 
to Louisville with their "intendeds" 
and were married in their pastor's 
seminary apartment. 

"Together" defined the next 14 
years as the two tenant farmers and 
their growing. families moved three 

times, always choosing to live in the 
same house and work the same farm. 

They owned appliances jointly. 
They shared a dining room, living 
room and parlor. They kept joint farm, 
automobile and gasoline accounts. 
The mail came marked simply, 'The 
Ashbys." 

They attended Buffalo Lick Baptist 
Church together. 

And together, they were featured in 
a February 1956 Home Life magazine 
article titled "Two Can Live as Happi­
ly As One." 

During those years, "everything 
was together," according to Lowell 
Ashby, son of Kenneth and Anna Mae 
Ashby and business division director 

. for the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
And as children came along, each 

couple disciplined the other's off­
spring, Lowell Ashby said. "It was one 
big extended family," which meant 
"we couldn't get away with anything. 
All of us children had two daddies and 
two mommies." 

In fact, the families blended so 
completely that school teachers often 
thought the six cousins were brothers 
and sisters, he said. Cousins Wayne 

Ashby and Mark Ashby, born three 
months apart in 1960, were often tak­
en to be twins. 

And the fact that "everybody in 
Shelby County knew the Ashby 
twins" served to keep the reins on the 
children as they grew up, Lowell Ash-

• by recalle9. "We didn't want to spoil 
the reputation of our family." • 

Amazingly, the families never did 
have any squabbles, Kenneth Ashby 
said in aJune 1996 interview with the 
Shelbyville Sentinel-News. 

'There was always a lot of laughter 
and a lot oflove," Lowell Ashby said. 
While they all worked hard and shared 
equally in the farm chores, the two 
families always found time to go to a 
ballgame or to visit an invalid grand­
mother on Sunday afternoon, he add­
ed. 

And, most importantly, the parents 
laid the foundation for solid Christian 
faith and tight family values, he said. 
They taught their children there was 
work for them to do in the church. 

It wasn't until 1960, when each 
couple had three children, that the two 
families moved into separate houses. 

But that move didn't diminish the 

JOYFUL NOISE Reed Woodson of Highview Baptist Church in Louisville performs with the Kentucky Baptist Convention's All-State Youth 
Choir and Orchestra at Campbellsville University. The all-state choirs held a week-Jong retreat and rehearsal session on campus in late 
June before embarking on a short concert tour. (Photo by George Allen) • 

----- -··-··· ___...-. - -

family ties, Lowell Ashby said. Today, fflll TOGE1HER The 
five of the six children live in Shelby Ashbys: Bobby and 
County between Bagdad and Simp- Barbara, Anna Mae and 
sonville, and the sixth lives in Bowl- Kenneth. 
ing Green. 

And until three years ago, when the 
number of family members topped 30, 
the two families spent Christmas Eve 
together. 

"It didn't seem like Christmas 
when we weren't together, so we may 
have to find a place big enough so we 
can be together on Christmas Eve 
again," Lowell Ashby said. 

Infant Resource Project -moves to new_ home in Louisville 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-The Baptist- . 
based Infant Resource Project has 
found a new downtown home just two 
,blocks east of its former location. 

Forced from its former headquar- . 
ters by the likely demolition of St. 
Paul's Evangelical United Church of 
Christ, the ministry moved last month 
to First Lutheran Church, 417 East 
Broadway. • 

First Lutheran is no stranger. to 
helping Baptists, having hosted East • 
Baptist Church for its last two years 
before merging with Clifton Baptist 

Church. ate need exists for infant clothing, in-
"We' re definitely glad to be help- •. eluding gowns and sleepers for new­

ing," said Bobbie Blackburn, pastor of horns, she said. 
First Lutheran. "We've always felt "Summer isn't generally a slow 
supportive of what's going on and the time since people can do OJ( with 
ne.eds that are being met." more casual clothing," she said.·. "But 

The new space is smaller, but di- the babies keep on coming.~ 
rector Jana Williams said it ·has off- Thanks to help from a pair of sum­
street parking. The center is closer to mer missionaries from Florida­
University Hospital, where most indi- Rhonda Godwin and Becky .Jones~ 
gent patients seek care, and next to the the center completed its move in early 
county health department, a primary June. 
referral source. Youth groups and other volunteers 

The project's mission remains un- from Broadway Baptist Church and 
changed: to supply low-income moth- St. Matthews United Methodist in 
ers clothing, bedding, bottles, car seats Louisville pitched in, demonstrating 
an~ other baby supplies. An irnmedi- the more diverse support that has de-

veloped for the mostly-volunteer ef-
fort. • 

Lutheran, Presbyterian and Jewish 
groups have provided funds; Louis­
ville's Temple·Shalom holds an annu­
al ••mitzvah crib" in observance of the 
festival of Purim, Williams said. 

But the assistance seemingly has 
created the idea among potential 
supporters that the center doesn't 
need help; Williams added: Nothing 
could be further from the truth, she 
said. '1 

"With babies' needs, we need as 
much help as we can · get," she said. 
"We take seriously being good stew­
ards of what people share with us." 
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OPINION 
Another Jewish perspective on the SBC 

We Jews have a hard time with 
Jesus, and for good reason. For 2,000 
years, Christians have been trying to 
convert us, at times with much blood­
shed, usually ours. 

Still, I see no reason to get worked 
up over the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion's recent decision to appoint a mis­
sionary whose task is to oversee the 
denomination's efforts 

Los Angeles reacted with "shock and 
horror." The American Jewish Com­
mittee called the move "an extreme 
form of spiritual arrogance." B'nai 
B'rith called it "a thoroughly retro­
grade step in relations between South­
ern Baptists and Jews"- ignoring the 
fact that official relations between 
Southern Baptist leaders and the Jew-

ish community are vir­
to convert Jews. 

Winning converts is 
exactly what evangeli­

COMMENTARY 
tually nonexistent. 

Such reactions are 

cal Christians who take their faith seri­
ously are supposed to do. Moreover, 
it's what Southern Baptists have al­
most always done. 

Larry Lewis, president of the 
• Southern Baptist Convention's Home 
Mission Board, explained _that the de­
nomination first appointed a mission­
ary to evangelize American Jews in 
1921. Eight years ago, the post be­
came vacant through retirement, and 
was then eliminated for financial rea­
sons. 

The decision to reinstate it now, 
Lewis said, came about because of an 
improved financial outlook. Equally 
important was the return to the United 
States of Jim Sibley, who will lead the 
new mission effort. Sibley spent the 
last 13 years working to convert Jews 
as a missionary in Israel. 

American Jews are now among 
more than 100 "ethnic" groups offi­
cially targeted for conversion by 
Southern Baptists. Muslims, Bud­
dhists, Hindus, Mormons, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Roman Catholics and East­
ern Orthodox Christians are among the 
others: Southern Baptists consider 
anyone who is not an evangelical­
including members of some Christian 
denominations- as in need of evange­
lization. 

Yet American Jewish leaders have 
largely responded to the Baptists' de­
cision with alarm, as if they alone have 
been.targeted for elimination. 

The Simon Wiesentha1 Center in 

predictable. Jews, giv­
en their history of persecution and 
forcible conversion, are particularly 
sensitive to being evangelized, and 
widespread acceptance in America has 
not healed that psyc_hic wound. 

Ironically, it has created new con­
cerns. Along with acceptance has 
come assimilation and the loss of a tra­
ditional religious connection for mil- . 
lions of American Jews- leaving 
many of them hungry for spiritual ties 
and ripe for conversion. 

But 1996 America is not 1492 
Spain. We're not talking about forc­
ible conversion. 

Contemporary America is a reli­
gious free-trade zone where every 
faith- from the sublime to the ridicu­
lous- has the right to promote its 
worldview. Even so esteemed an 
American Jewish leader as Rabbi Al­
exander Schindler, the recently retired 
president of Reform Judaism's Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, 
has suggested that Jews should seek 
converts among non-Jews. 

The only issue that should concern 
Jewish leaders about the Southern 
Baptist position is deception. Accord­
ing to traditional Judaism, one ceases 
to be a Jew once formal adoption of 
another faith occurs. Belief in Jesus as 
the Messiah, according to the entire 
spectrum of mainstream Judaism, con­
stitutes formal conversion. 

That all-important distinction is of­
ten not fully appreciated by Christians. 
They wonder why Jews who profess 

Russia revisited (Final part) 
These few years of our Russian 

partnership have confirmed what I 
suspected from the beginning: The 
challenge of Russia is far too great to 
imagine that Kentucky Baptists and 
the ForeigQ Mission Board would be 
the only major players. In fact, FMB 

groups as "lost" or, at best, "mostly 
lost." 

That may be helpful fodder for pro­
moting the evangelical world mission, 
but such statistical "evidence" smacks 
. of religious imperialism. Who but God 
can determine whom in a given Chris­

leadership has already come 
to recognize its own limita­
tions in such a challenging 
mission. 

ON MISSION 
,TOGETHER 

tian faith group has fewer or 
more "lost" persons within 
it? Baptist preachers will 
readily tell you they suspect 
that some of the members of 
their own churches • are 
"lost.' ' But they don't really 
know ... only God does. 

One of the most formi­
dable challenges to evange~­
ical groups- both resident 
Russians and the hordes of 
international (mostly west­
ern) evangelicals flocking 
to Russia from outside-is 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Each may be in William W. Marshall 

The Russian Orthodox 
Church, which celebrated 
its 1 ;OOOth birthday in 1988, 
has its roots in the Greek 
Orthodox Church, the faith 
which then-pagan Prince . danger of seeing the other as 

"enemy" rather than potential ally. 
Western evangelicals have, for 

the most part, neither understood nor 
been very sympathetic with the Or­
thodox Christian tradition through­
out the world. Outnumbering world 
Protestantism by scores of millions, 
Orthodox have too easily been cate­
gorized by some western mission 

Vladimir "selected" as his own. It 
would be, I think, insensitive and bib­
lically unsound to presume that God is 
not also at work within the Russian Or­
thodox Church. 

It is understandable that, as Baptists 
have sometimes done in the South, the 
Russian Orthodox Church would at­
tempt to exert influence and apply 

atheism are still considered Jews, 
while Jews who profess belief in Jesus 
are not. 

But Christians who say that Jews 
can believe in Jesus and yet remain 
Jews are, according to mainstream Ju­
daism, being deceptive. 

But rather than worry about what 
Southern Baptists are up to, Jewish 
leaders would do better to concen­
trate on creating "intentional 
Jews"- Jews who take their faith as 
seriously as Southern Baptist leaders 
take theirs. Jews who are knowl­
edgeable about their faith and are 
spiritually nourished by it will not be 
easily Gonverted. 

In the wake of Sibley' s appoint­
ment and the SBC's resolution on 
strengthening Jewish evangelism, 
most Jewish groups have reacted emo­
tionally. But not all. 

Phil Baum, executive director of . 
the American Jewish Congress, said 
the nation's diversity of religious be­
lief "is testimony to the poignant strug­
gle human beings have had in trying 
to define a proper relationship to their 
God." Some believe their religious 
viewpoint alone constitutes truth and 
therefore have a duty to share it with 
the world, he said. 

''They have a right to believe it," 
Baum continued. "We have a right to 

• disbelieve it. The First Amendment 
accords them the right to try to sell 
their notion. of exclusive access to 
God. It accords us the right to say that 
view is misguided, and that no matter 
how we try to make allowances, it 
smacks of offensive doctrinal arro­
gance." 

• That sounds like a pretty good rec­
ipe for religious pluralism. Let Baptists 
practice their version of Christianity 
and let Jews practice Judaism. And 
may the theological tensions that re­
sult serve to sharpen each group's un­
derstanding of God. 

Ira Rifkin 
Religion NeWs Service 

pressure on government to favor them 
or their causes. They believe all true 
Russians should be Orthodox, and 
they are increasingly "missionary" 
about it. 

I was encouraged to' learn from 
President Konovalchik of the Baptist 
union in Russia that he would soon at­
tend an international gathering for dia­
logue with other Christian leaders, in­

. eluding the .Russian Orthodox .. 
At this strategic time of change 

there, it appears that millions of Rus­
sians are seeking to determine if faith 
should even play a role in their lives at 
all. 

Jf the Christian mission is to help 
all men, women, boys and girls come 
to a living faith in Christ, then Baptists 
and Orthodox have their work cut out 
for them in Russia. 

For the "minority" Baptists, the 
road will be more difficult. Hopefully 
the "majority" Orthodox who, togeth­
er with Baptists in Russia, suffered 
greatly under communism for their 
faith, will find their "minority" broth­
ers in Christ as friends on mission to­
gether. 

William W. Marshall is executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. 
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Home is where the heart is, 
even if it's tiny or ant-infested 
HESAID 

(~--

Mark Wingfield 

There's a lot of truth to that old s~ying 
that "home is where the heart is." 

Of all the houses and apartments 
we've lived in during our married life, my 
favorite is still the first. It was a dinky 
little triplex, part of a World War II 
military complex converted to seminary 
.student housing in Fort Worth, Texas. 

This was the kind of place even an 
optimistic real estate agent would have 
trouble describing in an ad. No need to 
get up from the table for a second 

helping; just turn in your seat and you could reach anywhere in 
the kitchen. And an airline lavatory has more elbow room than 
we had in the tiny bathroom. 

This house was as cold and drafty in the winter as any you 
can imagine, but we had enough newlywed love to warm our 
hearts just fine. Whether that helped guests any or not, I don't 
know. 

I vividly remember the first time Alison's parents came to 
visit us. We desperately wanted to make a good impression, to 
let them see that we had it together and were functioning like 
real adults. 

We had planned to grill chicken on our dinky portable grill 
that night. And I was determined a little rain wasn't going to 
stop us. It would have been a close contest to determine what 
or who got the wettest that night-me, the coals or the 
chicken. Alison's dad didn't even laugh (at least in my 
presence). 

Despite the trials of shoebox living, I cried the day we 
m9ved out of that little triplex. As simple as that house was, 
I've never felt the evidence of God's provision more strongly 
than there. 

SHESAID 
Yes, life was simple and cozy in our 

triplex. How long our newlywed bliss 
would have lasted if we had stayed there 
several more years is a question best left 
unanswered. 

Southwestern Seminary's housing 
was not located in the best part of town .. 
The trek to the shared laundry building 
behind the triplexes was not one I 
undertook after dark by myself. 

Alison Wi~gJ~ld Some of my fondest memories came 
from sharing with our neighbors. Most of 
us were young and didn't have very 

much money, but we were all there together, sharing our 
hopes and dreams about what God was doing in our lives. 
This created a common bond in the neighborhood that we 
probably never will experience again. 

Maybe our triplex seems so wonderful in Mark's memory 
because of our next housing experience. 

When we moved "up" to an apartment, we discovered that 
things are not always as ideal as they seem. It was a cute place 
with fun colors and lots of windows. More importantly, it came 
with a dishwasher, and washer and dryer hookups. 

Located on the bottom floor, we soon learned the trials of 
loud rock 'n roll neighbors with weird hours. We also were the 
recipients of flooding from the upstairs neighbors' washer. 

And then there was the sewer overflow all over our 
bathroom carpet. 

But the biggest trial we faced was fire ants. Apparently the 
complex had been built on a massive hill, and my toes are here 
to tell you that those suckers survived the construction. 

The most important lesson we learned between our first 
two homes was this: No matter where you live, there are 
always going to be problems and trials to face. When we face 
those trials together as a family,'with God's grace, there we 
find home. 
Mark Wingfield is editor of the Western Recorder. 
Alison Wingfield is a freelance writer. 

OPINION 
Rlffil;f~l-'1J-a:ttimf8ffll 

Lessons from the past week's even-ts 
In the space of one week, life has dealt Americans 

competing sets of indelible memories. 
out over Olympic Stadium with a meaning and appre­
ciation even he couldn't have dreamed of in life. 

First, the catastrophic crash of TWA Flight 800 .off 
the Long Island coast burned frightful images into our 
minds and plunged our hearts toward despair. Two 
days later, the opening ceremonies_ of the centennial 
Olympic games in Atlanta again lit our minds and 
hearts- this time with wonder rather than horror. 

And then the entrance of thousands of athletes from 
all over the world- the greatest procession of peace­
time unity the world ever has seen-made the flame of 
progress burn brighter. 

In moments like these, we imagine that good can 
prevail, that swords can be turned into plowshares, that 

While these two memorable events 
seem unrelated on one level, they join to­
gether to remind us of the Olympian strug­

bigotry can be buried and hatred shunned. 

EDITORIAL And then the images of TWA Flight 

gle between good and evil in our world. The-fiercest 
Olympic competition is no match for this cosmic bat­
tle. 

800 invade our minds again, reminding us 
that in so many ways we are no better off than when 
the world was at war or when blacks and whites drank • 
out of separate water fountains on Atlanta's streets. 

Last Friday night. who could have missed the sig­
nificance of the African-American boxer Evander Ho- , 
lyfield carrying the Olympic torch side-by-side with a 
female Greek runner- in a city that in the last century 
was burned to the ground in a struggle over black­
white relations. 

Despite our better moments, too manY,_people still 
hate; too many resort to violence in futile attempts to 
control the uncontrollable. We are reminded that as 
long as even a minority does not want peace to prevail, 
it ~annot. 

Atlanta's Olympic organizers vividly portrayed 
their city's historic past in dramatic form, symbolicly 
covering the stage with a massive cloak of darkness 
that engulfed everything in its path. Although not cast 
in religious terms, this drew a vivid image of the march 
of sin in the world. 

Dismal thoughts, indeed. Yet out of this despair we 
see and appreciate all the more our one true hope in the 
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, who cheers us on as we 
run the race of life. 

The voice and image of another Atlantan, Martin 
Luther King Jr., offered a contrast, however. His now­
universally recognized words, "I have a dream," rang 

We know he already has won the victory over sin 
and death. As the Apostle John wrote: "Everyone born 
of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that 
has overcome the world, even our faith." 

Thanks be to God! 
- Mark Wingfield 

Don't quit 
Have you ever felt like quitting? 

Have you ever begun something, then 
sudde~y and unexpectedly your cir-' 
cumstances changed and you wanted 
to quit? I have. 

The next time I. want to quit I'm 
going to remember a little girl named 
Laura Payton. 

As a fourth grader, Laura became a 
first-time participant in the children's 
Bible drill at church. Laura worked for 
weeks memorizing the books of the 
Bible and 25 Bible 

winner in the church drill, which qual­
ified her to go to the Severns Valley 
Association drill. Laura competed well 
in the association's drill, but was un­
able to qualify for the state Bible drill 
with Amber Skees, Tyler Birdwhistell 
and Molly Boes. 

Tears rolled down Laura's soft 
cheeks. They were not the tears of a 
quitter nor a loser. They were the tears 
of a winner. 

Laura, you have won my heart! 
You have inspired me more than any 
champion this year. There will be 

some inspiring stories 
verses. She drilled with 
her friends and at 
home preparing to dis­
play her ability in han­
dling the Bible. _In 

MINISTERIALLY 
SPEAKING 

from the Olympics 
this year, but none will 
do more to inspire me 
than the story of Laura 

short, Laura had worked very hard and 
was doing very well. 

Then, while skating at school, 
Laura fell and broke her arm. It was 
only two weeks until the church and 
the association's Bible drill. Laura 
could have quit. How easy it would 
have been for a fourth grader-or an 
adult- to close up shop and just quit. 
Her left arm was burdened with a cast. 
This meant she would only have one 
hand to use in searching for the re­
quested Bible verse. It is hard enough 
to find a particular Bible verse in less 
than 10 seconds with two hands. Can 
you imagine trying to find a Bible 
verse in less than 10 seconds with only 
one hand? • 

Laura did not quit. She persevered. 
On she marched, determined to finish 
what she had begun. It made no differ­
ence that her circumstances had genu­
inely changed. It made no difference 
that others would have understood if 
she had quit. It made no difference that 
others would have quit. Laura Payton 
was determined to carry on. She was a 

Payton competing in 
Bible drill with a cast on her left arm. 
Thank you, Laura. You have run the 
race and persevered. 

The next time you feel like quitting, 
think about Laura and her indomitable 
spirit. Think about a girl who could 
have quit with the blessing and under­
standing of everyone, but didn't. 

Don't quit! Whatever yciu are con­
sidering quitting, don't! Keep the faith, 
persevere! And you too will be a win­
ner, just like Laura. 

Mark Boes, pastor 
Cecilia Baptist Church 

Cecilia 

Sign of civilization 
It is easy to become unconcerned 

with those with whom we share life. 
Our own troubles, obstacles and con­
cerns can overwhelm us and leave us 
unable to consider the needs of others. 

If I have learned one thing as a pas­
tor for the past six years, it is that_peo­
ple are in constant need. We come into 
contact with people every day who are 

hurt, scared, lonely, depressed, mad, 
bitter and hopeless. Sometimes the 
need is so overwhelming we simply 
choose to do nothing. We do not-know 
what to do or where to start. 

A student of the famous anthropol­
ogist Margaret Mead asked her, "What 
was the first sign of civilization given 
in culture?" The student expected to 
hear an answer like a clay pot or per­
haps a grinding stone. 

Instead, Mead said the answer was 
a healed femur. Mead went on to ex­
plain that no healed femurs are found 
where the law of the jungle, survival 
of the fittest, reigns. A healed femur 
shows that someone cared. Someone 
had to do that person's hunting and 
gathering while the healing process 
occurred. 

The evidence of compassion is the 
first sign -0f civilization, according to 
Mead . . 

Compassion is not only the first 
sign of civilization. Compassion must 
be evident in the church if we are go­
ing to be pleasing to God. The Gospel 
of Matthew says, "When Jesus saw the 
people, he had compassion on them, 
for they were harassed like sh~p with­
out a shepherd." The Apostle Paul in 
Colossians 3: 12-15 writes, 'Therefore 
as God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourself with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gen­
tleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. 

• Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 
over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in per­
fect unity." 

Who needs you to show compas­
sion toward them today? 

Jeffery Roberts, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Middlesboro 



Kentucky Baptists 
ministering in 

Atlanta 

Volunteers from more 
than 30 Kentucky Baptist 

churches and statewide 
ministry teams are 

participating in Olympics­
related ministries in 

Atlanta. Among them: 
■ 18th Street Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

■ Berea Baptist Church. 
■ Bethany Baptist 

Church in Louisville. 
■ Crestwood Baptist 

Church in Crestwood. 
■ East Baptist Church in 

Paducah. 
■ Highview Baptist 

Church in Louisville. 
■ Mount Vernon Baptist 

Church. 
■ Sunnyside Baptist 

Church in Shephersville. 
■ First Baptist Church in 

Richmond. 
■ Monterey Baptist 
Church in Owenton. 

■ Murray State Baptist 
Student Union. 

■ West Side Baptist 
Church in Berea. 

■ First Baptist Church in 
Hopkinsville. 

■ Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's student 
ministry teams-Son 

Bound, Son Burst, Son 
Share, Son Praise and 

Atlanta Expressions: 
■ Pleasant Hill Baptist 

Church in Somerset. 
■ Calvary Hill Baptist 

Church in Stanford. 
■ Erlanger Baptist 

Church in Erlanger. 
■ First Baptist Church in 

Shelbyville. 
■ High Street Baptist 
Church in Somerset. 
■ Union City Baptist 

Church. 
■ Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Paducah. 

■ North Benson Baptist 
Church in Frankfort. 
■ Oak Ridge Baptist 

Church in Covington. 
■ Rhodes Creek Baptist 

Church. 
■ Southern Baptist 

Church in Mortons Gap. 
■ South Elkhorn Baptist 

Church in Lexington: 

MINISTRY 
Baptists compete for Olympic message 

, • ,•;:•,,:,.:,:v.·H ·:,, •·,,:.-

'Olympics make 
Continued from page 1 
was a missionary for 13 years in Flor­
ida, where she specialized in resort 
ministries. There she learned about re­
lating to international guests, working 
with corporate and government lead­
ers and promoting a Christian message 
in a secular setting. • 

"We're really geared to non-Chris­
tians," she said of Baptist resort and 
special-events ministry. 

The strategy for Olympic ministry 
is simple. Meet the need of a visitor, 
be it with a free cup of water or a face 
painting for a restless kid. The service 
provides an opportunity to make a 
positive impression and to explain that 
the service is rendered freely as a way 
to share Christ's love. 

• "I may be naive, but I think we' re 
only doing what every church ought 
to be doing," Johnson said. "We go out 
where the world is. We're part of the 
world instead of hiding from it." 

In Orlando, Fla., Johnson learned 
that the professional quality of Disney 
World forced other businesses to raise 
their standards to meet the high expec­

OLYMPIC MINISTRIES Baptist volunteers 
greet Olympic visitors at the hospitality 
center of AIM '96 (above) where a variety of 
services and information are offered. 
Shannon Cheatham and Amy Wainscott 
(right} of Erlanger Baptist Church in 
Erlanger staff. one of the AIM '96 
information tables. 

tations of visitors. Christian activities, different colors to represent a simple 
whether in Orlando or Atlanta, are no way to understand the Christian gos­
differerit, she said. pel. Volunteers ex-

"We know the E~~~~~~~~~~' plain the stars to 
competition is stiff. people trading 
We're up against peo- Olympic pins. Even 
ple who spend $200 "'illillNlfll if the listener · 
million" to get their doesn 't want to 
messages across, she il!lllll!lllil!illi trade, volunteers 
said. 'The things that have been encour-
we hand out have to aged to give the pin 
be attractive and they as a gift. 
have to be relevant to With 197 coun-
the people who are ll!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Y tries represented at 
here." the Atlanta games, 

Two products resulted from this Lee said, the Olympics offer Baptists 
understanding: a pocket guide to the an opportunity to fulfill Jesus' Great 
games and a Christian trading pin. Commission to make disciples in all 

The guide lists Olympic events nations. "It's foreign missions in re-
and world records and provides verse," he said. • 
space to write in this year's winners. Johnson said Baptists have risen 
It also has an explanation of Chris- to the occasion. "There hasn ' t b_een 
tianity that can be read while wait- one opportunity that we've had to 
ing for the competition to begin. • pass up because we didn't have peo-

The pin has the AIM '96 theme, ple or interest or money," she ex­
"More Than Gold," and five stars of plained. 

. big impression 
on .Kentuckians 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

ATLANTA- Kentucky Bap­
tist volunteers said they learned to 
be flexible in ministry, gained 
confidence to talk about their be­
liefs and practiced creative out­
reach during their work in Olym-
pics ministries last week. 

.. ;i Four Acteens- teenage girls 
·volunteering through Woman's 
Missionary Union-came from 
High Street Baptist Church in 
Somerset. ·Supervisor Glenda 
Burton said their biggest lesson 
did not come from work with 
Olympic tourists. "Dealing with , 
the homeless has made a greater 
impact on them," she said. "In our 
town, they've been pretty much " 
sheltered from that." 

Acteen Katie Brinnson, 15, ... ; 
said she encountered several peo>'. 
ple who knew very little about "! 
God. ' 'They' ve heard about him, ; 
but they really don' t understand ~ 
what the Bible means." •••• ~ 

About 70 foreign missionaries . The Acteens' . ministry last -~ 
are in town to provide translation as- < year was performing with pup" I 
sistance. Members of Woman's Mis- / pets at a beach, but their work in J 
sionary Union groups from all over Atlanta:_face painting and hand- ' 
the country have donated thousands •. . ing out Olympic pocket guides_£ 
of care bags with sun screen, mints, • .fqre,ed. them to have longer co,n:.,,t 
tissue and sports-themed witnessing ·· .. '~yersations, s~dHelen Williams,} 
material. 1· 16. '.'Once you see these people;!' 

About 5_00,000 pocket guides and ,,xow,;>Nant to. get. personal witp;~ 
300,000 pms have been produced ~ them," she said. '.'Y'ou want t~~tn J 
and bought by volunteers or church- t to have. what yot,r have." . . . • j,1 .r 

es planning to use them during the Iii;,.... Wr,:stside Baptist Church in 
Olympics. ~if13e.rea,;se.nt27 ypWnteer$, .•W.~• 

As the Olympics continue this f t ~rformediang ,,hanoed'ChriS:4fy 
week and next, Johnson asked that \, 'material& to y'rs-itorS 'fo Storl 
Baptists continue to pray for volun- ~tM&mtain, sitepfthe'archery, 
teers to have opportunities to share • nis and bil9ng competitions. 
their Christian beliefs. Crystal .Settles; a student atth,e 

She also asked that Baptists pray ,y'flJpiversityqf .£ouisville, :said. th,~ 
for the safety of all in Atlanta. "We t::lxperience. .q~~j,made.h er m9re 
still have a concern of terrorism," '.confident. ··• .. • •.. . 
she explained. • "I think it 'will make m~ a , 

Kentuckian Beth Ann Mauney a key player 
stronger Christian at U ofL," spe } 
said. "If I can reach people in ' 
Stone Mountain, Ga., I think I can 

• re~ch people at home." 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

ATLANTA- Atlanta Internation­
al ministries '96 will leave a legacy of 
strong relationships, inspired volun­
teers and trained leaders after the 
Olympic games are done, predicted an 
organizer and Kentucky native. 

"From the beginning, we tried not 
to focus on the 17 days of the games, 
but what can we do to make this go 
on," said Beth Ann Mauney of Will­
iamsburg, who has worked three years 
as assistant director for AIM '96. 
"We're going to leave behind about 
500 to 1,000 people trained to do local 
ministry." 

. Mauney, a graduate of Eastern 
Kentucky University, is responsible 
for ministries at the equestrian park 
and in Stone Mountain Park, site of 
archery, cycling and tennis competi-
tions. • 

"What's been encouraging for me 
is to see the local people get behind 
resort ministry," she said. 

AlM '96 has linked local Baptists 
with event organizers, she said. As a 
result, churches can use their Olympic 
experience to get involved in other 
events and to maintain a visible wit­
ness to their communities after the 
Olympics, she suggested. 

Event organizers "trust 
us," Mauney said. "Now 
they know that we have 
good volunteers and can 
help them. We've proven 
that Baptists can be quality 
volunteers in so many ways, 
and we can work outside the 
walls of the church.'.' 

Also important are the 
Mauney 

lessons learned about resort missions 
by volunteers from other states. "Re­
sort ministry is moving a lot into the 
cities," Mauney said. "Special events 
are everywhere." 

Much of Mauney's education in 
such ministry came from working two 
summers on the Son Burst creative arts 
ministry team of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's student department. 

Some ·churches volunteering in · 
Atlanta asked if it compromised 
their Christian witness to perform 
non-religious music, she said. 

The answer is no, Mauney said. 
"They've learned that the perfor­

mance· is a bridge to min­
istry. You attract them 
with the music, and then · 
you use that as an oppor­
tunity to minister." 

Mauney said she's glad 
to know people from 
countries closed to mis­
sionaries could get a 
chance to hear about 
Christianity while in At­

lanta. "People are walking the streets 
that we would never get to talk to, 
but because they're walking on 
American soil we can." 

After three years of planning, 
Mauney said she's excited the games 
are now here. She also asked that 
Baptists pray for the staff to have 
strength during the 17 days of the 
games. 

• Student volunteers from Ei:/ ;, 
langer ~aptist Church in Erlanger ' 
conducted kids clubs at two hos ½' 

. tels, offering. g!\ffieS, refreshnie1t.~ 
and Bible stories to guests. , .,./. . 

Much of their voh.inteer tiirieA 
was before the- games began: :. 
During show times, team mem-j 
bers helped local employees and( 
talked about their faith;.saidAmy • 

., Wainscott, summer ministry }n- ~ 
''fern at. Edanger. . . \. •: 

Kevin Jcines>on'e of the a:duitii 
supervisors, said the students'.; 
learned ho~ to ~pt their work .. 
to the conditions that occur. "We' 
qame in here blind," he said. "The;. 
biggest thing is creativity and;: 

· flexibility." ,, ,_,•.-·, ·,;, 
Riddle said'her team was stir-"; 

prised by the :openness tlley ex'.. ; 
perienced., "It:seems like a vefY'.:; 

" ·· spiritual time,'.'she said. "I would< 
0!~;i have thoughf. wewquld haye , 
15~i :~~? piore r~}ection than, i ·~'. 
Mf~; . .:,k 
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Hearings resume 
on religious 

1 • ,Jiberty proposals. 
t:>: WASHINGTON (RNS)­

Public discussions about a 
proposal to amend the U.S. 
Constitution to address reli­
gious freedom issues were 

\; .. ·scheduled to resume this week 
• •Y with a hearing July 23 before 

a House of Representativts 
subcommittee. 
- -The ·hearing, comes more 

than seven months after two 
Republican members of Con­
gress proposed different ver­
sions of an amendment aimed 
at reducing alleged discrimi­
nation against religion in pub-

Jic institutions and allowing 
greaterreligious expression in. 
public places. 

Some Republican leader.~ 
and groups, such as the Na~ 
tional Association of Evangel­
icals, support a modified ver­
sion of language originally 
proposed by Rep. :Henry 
Hyde, R-lll. 

That language, which .has 
been through numerous drafts, 

!!;)It now reads: _ _ 
s< "In order to secure the 
i:r•• right of the pe_ople to ac~ 
lt/'. fiiowledge and serve God 
t+ according to the dictates of 
iS:: ,c011s9i1wce, ne_ither th~,P nit-

,;z- ed States nor any State •shall . 

t'~ deny any' perso.n equal access .i 
p, to a benefit, or otherwise dls­

;':;,, cr1m!nate against a_n~ pei;son, j 
pr bn accoun __ t of rehg10us be; , ir lief, expression or iexei:ci_sti,. 
liit This_~mendment doesn9't ~U;, ,; 
;nr tb.onze governmentto coer9e "'. 
i{[ or,inhibit religious belj~f, ex,- } 
{:,t</·. ' .,. .. • ,. • ; " .· ' ~ 

: press10n, or exercise. . I 
iJ)+> ,,Rep. Ernest}; l~tookJr., R- ,,~ 

Okla., proposed different lan- ~ 
guag~f Wl:iich would specifi~ ,i 
ca:lly support student: spon- ~ 
s.oredpr.ayer in public schools. 

NEEDED: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Boone's Creek Baptist 
Church, 197 Cleveland Rd., Lexing­
ton, KY 40509. 

BOOK FOR SALE: Reading 
the Old Testament through seem dif­
ficult? This new book helps. "Old 
Testament Chain of Events" by Isa-

. bel Cummings uses archaeology to 
prove the Bible is right. Secular an­
cient history makes reading it more 
interesting; you can read the Old 
Testament as a continuous story. 
Many unique features, 8 years spent 
in research and writing. Supply lim­
ited-order today. Send $24.95 plus 
$3.75 postage and handling to: OT­
COE Press, 1114 Girard Dr., Louis­
ville, KY 40222. 

SOUND: System problems? 
Need consultation, training? Call 
Jim Cottrell, professional church 
sound engineer. Serving as sound/ 
media engineer for KBC annual 
meetings, technical director, Severns 
Valley Baptist. (502) 862-9586. 

NATION 
Massive welfare overhaul passes House 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-The 
House of Representatives has passed 
a new welfare proposal that would 
save an estimated $53 billion by 
2002. The Senate is considering a 
similar bill. 

The reform measures would force 
people on welfare to go to work 
within two years or lose benefits and 
would allow states to contract with 

. religious organizations to provide 
some social services. 

President Clinton said July 16 
that he likely will sign the measure. 
Clinton has vetoed two welfare pro­
posals, and Republicans want to 
send him another measure before the 
1996 elections. 

Clinton said he was pleased with 
improvements in the latest bill. The 
new measure would add $4 billion 
in child care and would include a $1 
billion work-performance bonus to 
reward states for moving people 
from welfare to work. 

If Congress does not pass a wel­
fare proposal, Clinton said he will 

issue an executive order to allow 
states to take away benefits from 
people who fail to work within two 
years. 

The measure would be ·paid for 
mostly by cutting social services to 
legal immigrants and scaling back 
food stamp benefits. 

These cuts have raised voices of 
opposition from religious and chari­
table leaders. 

David Beckmann, president of 
Bread for the World, said the mea­
sure was "not about ending welfare 
as we know it," but about "child 
poverty as we've never seen it." 

"We are appalled by indications 
that President Clinton, former Sen. 
Bob Dole and many congressional 
leaders are supportive of .nutrition 
and welfare cuts that would likely 
push an additional 1 million U.S. 
children into poverty," Beckmann 
said. 

Robert Parham, head of the Bap­
tist Center for Ethics in Nashville, 
said while welfare reform is "long 

overdue," it is unrealistic to expect 
the private sector to take up_ the slack 
for a $53 billion cut. 
• "It has been estimated that the na­
tion's 350,000 churches would have 
to spend an average of $150,000 per 
church to make up for the cut," said 
Parham, noting the measure illus­
trates "the disconnect betwe.en poli­
ticians and congregations." 

The welfare measure under con­
sideration would give states several 
block grants to provide services. 
One such grant would allow states to 
contract with charitable, religious or 
private organizations to provide ser­
vices for the poor. 

It would prohibit direct grants 
from being used for sectarian pur­
poses, including proselytization by 
the religious organizations, but does 
not prohibit such activity when 
funds are in the form of a voucher. 

The House measure passi;:d July 
18 by a vote of 256-17Q. 

The Senate is considering a simi­
lar measure. 

Court asked to strike down Ohio vouchers 
WASHINGTON (ABP)-Reli­

gious, educational and civic organiza­
tions are asking an Ohio court to strike 
down the nation's first educational­
voucher program that would use pub­
lic money to pay tuition at religious 
schools. 

At issue is a pilot voucher pro­
gram that will pay tuition at Cleve­
land private schools beginning this 
fall . It would provide quaiterly' tu~ 
ition checks of $2,250 for state-ap­
proved • private schools, most of 
which are religious. To date, 1,500 
students in grades K-3 have been 
approved for vouchers. Under the 
program, students approved for 
vouchers can receive them through 
the eighth grade. 

• A group of parents, taxpayer~. cler­
gy and the Ohio Federation of Teach­
ers is challenging the constitutionality 
of the plan. 

SEEKING: Part-time music di­
rector. Salaried position. Send re­
sume to: Kento-Boo Baptist Church, 
634 Kento-Boo Ave., Florence, KY 
41042; Attn: Larry Simpson. 

SEEKING: Preschool and/or 
parent's-day-out teachers for Fern 
Creek Baptist Child Development 
Center. Send resume by July 23, 
1996, to: CDC Committee, Fern 
Creek Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
91146, Louisville, KY 40291. 

FOR SALE: Conn 552 The­
atrette Organ, two manuals, foot 
pedals, extra pipe speakers, voices, 
features. $1,200. (502) 267-9517. 

SEEKING: A diverse suburban 
congregation (750 resident mem­
bers) seeks dynamic senior pastor. 
Seminary degree required. Mini­
mum of 6 years experience. Must be 
effective communicator with strong 
preaching skills. Submit resume and 
videotape to: Pastor Search Commit­
tee, Lyndon Baptist Church, 8025 
New LaGrange Rd., Louisville, KY 
40222. 

That challenge is being supported 
by 24 organizations, including the 
Baptist Joint Committee, which joined 
a friend-of-the-court brief filed by the 
National Committee for Public Educa­
tion and Religious Liberty. 

The groups argue that using tax 
dollars to pay tuition at religious 
schools violates the separation of 
church and state required by the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The Ohio voucher program, enact­
ed by the state legislature after the 
Cleveland public school system went 
into receivership, violates the First 
Amendment "because it has the pri­
mary effect of directly advancing reli­
gion," the brief states. 

Most of the schools benefitting 
from the $5.3 million program, the 
brief argues, are pervasively religious. 
Forty-four of the first 54 private 
schools approved for the program are 

NEEDED: Christian person to 
help me to clean homes. Must know 
Louisville area, south end. (502) 
449-1500. 

SEEKING: Computer specialist • 
in Microsoft Office 4.3 with a strong 
emphasis in Word 6.0 and Excel .5.0. 
Relational database experience a 
plus. Experience required in Win­
dows 3.1, preferably in a Novell net­
work environment. Dedicated to ex­
cellence. Good communication 
skills needed to instruct and respond 
to user questions in all hardware/ 
software areas. Have experience or 
be trainable in areas of data input, 
maintenance service calls and net­
work tasks. Send resume to: Douglas 
D. Hays, Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion, 10701 Shelbyville Rd., Louis­
ville, KY 40243. 

• TOUR: 10-day Holy Land tour 
plus Greece, departing Feb. 24, 
1997, for only $1,795 . Call Jack R. 
Studie for a color brochure and more 
information at (502) 247-8331. Ex­
perience you can trust! 

religious schools, including 30 affili­
ated with the Cleveland Diocese of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Of the 10 
non-religious private schools ap­
proved, six will be opening for the first 
time in September. 

The grief also disputes claims by 
Ohio officials that th~ tuition payments 
are made to parents, not the schools. 
While the parent is named as payee, 
the checks are mailed directly to the 
private schools where the parent must 
"endorse the check payable only to the 
school," the brief states. 

Even if the tuition checks were paid 
to the parents, the First Amendment 
problems would not be eliminated, the 
brief states. 

"Subsidies to parochial schools, 
even though channeled through chil­
dren or parents, violate the establish­
ment clause no less than do direct cash 
grants." 

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church 
is searching for a full-time minister 
of youth and music. If interested, 
send resume to: Meta Baptist 
Church, 8807 Meta Hwy., Pikeville, 
KY 41501. Pastor Ron Spurgeon. 

SEEKING: Northern Kentucky/ 
Cincinnati-area Baptist church ex­
panding from part-time youth activ­
ities director to full-time minister of 
youth and children. Send resume to: 
Search Committee, c/o Jeff Hume, 
9125 Clear Brook Ln., Covington, 
KY 41017. 

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services 
include live-in and hourly care, per­
sonal care, meals, housekeeping, 
companionship. Free in-home as­
sessment; insured and bonded. Call 
24 hours, (502) 499-7777. 

SEEKING: Minister of music/ 
outreach for northern Kentucky SBC 
church. Call (606) . 635-2444. 
Grant's Lick Baptist Church, 175 W. 
Clay Rd., Alexandria, KY 41001. 
Dr. Paul E. Broyles, pastor/teacher. 

NATIONAL NOTES 

■ A former treasurer of 
the Episcopal Church in 
the United States has 
been sentenced to five 
years in prison for 
embezzling $2.2 million 
. from the church. A 
Newark, N.J., judge 
found Ellen Cooke guilty 
of embezzling the fun~,. 
over a five-year period. 
Judge Maryanne Trump 
Barry imposed a stiffer 
sentence than guidelines 
suggest because Cooke's 
crimes involved a 
church. 

■ The U.S. House of 
Representatives on July 
12 passed legislation 
designed to make it 
easier for corporations to 
donate food to soup 
kitchens, food panties 
and other groups helping 
the hungry and 
homeless. The Bill 
Emerson Good 
Samaritan Food Donation 
Act would protect 
organizations and 
individuals from liability 
when they donate food in 
good faith to help the 
hungry. 

■ The Democratic 
Party, while reaffirming 
its commitment to 
abortion rights, has 
included in its draft party 
platform a "conscience" 
plank that acknowledges 
Democrats have 
differences of opinion 
over abortion. However, 
the draft platform calls 
abortion a "fundamental 
constitutional liberty."_ 
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PEOPLE 
I 'Huffing' snuffed out life of teen active in church gro~p 

Continued from page 1 
Blow like me reading this article and 
saying, 'Oh, well, that kid was prob­
ably into all sorts of bad stuff, and 
his parents were too stupid to know.' 

"I want Christian parents- and 
all parents- to know that the kids 
who wouldn't do the other types of 
drugs, the heavy drugs, are doing 
this." 

Ricky Sr. added: "If Ricky could 
come back, he would tell his friends, 
'Don't do this, this is crazy, this is 
just silly."' 

But Ricky can't come back. He 
ministers now through death. At 
least seven professed faith in Jesus 
Christ after his funeral, his parents 
said. , 

"Ricky was not afraid to witness 
to people," his mother said. "He led 
a lot of people to the Lord. There 
were over 1,000 people at his furier­
al, and I told all those kids, 'Look 
close at him in this casket. That 
could be you.' 

"Kids Ricky's age think they are 
invincible. They think nothing can 
touch them. Ricky was on top of the 
world. He had everything going for 

Available in 20' to 33' Models 
(12 to 38 passengers) 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Call Henry Headden 

Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 
Brentwood, Tenn. 
1 (800)370-6180 
1 ( 61 5) 3 71-6180 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • • We Buy Used Buses 

A Heart for Missions 
by Dr. Ira "Jack" Birdwhistell 

A History of First Baptist Church 
Murray, Kentucky 

1846 - 1996 
A Heart for Missions is the history of First Baptist's 

·first 150 years. This narrative introduces you to the 
pastors, leaders, members, events, and movements which 
shaped this faithful, mission-minded congregation. 

Order your copy today! 
Name _ __:_ ______________ _ 
Address _______________ _ 
Phone ________________ _ 

___ Copies@ $20 ea. = _____ _ 

Check must accompany this order form to take 
advantage of this special pre-publication price. Mail 
form and check to: First Baptist Church, 203 S. 4th St., 
Murray, KY 42071. 

Delivery is expected by the first week of October, 1996. 

This history is a limited printing. This book will not be reprinted. 
• Order now for yourself, for friends, and other family members. 

him," she said. "But he made a bad 
choice, and now he's dead." 

Stem said she believes peer pres­
sure was at the root of her son's ex­
periment with inhalants. 

"It's so important to fit in at that 
age," she said. "We don't drink, so 
we don't fit iri a lot of places, but as 
adults, we don't give a rip. But when 
you are at that young age, it is im- . 
portant to fit in with the crowd. And 
even though Ricky is a Christian, he 
probably didn't want to seem too 
good." 

Stem said she called to alert all 
the parents of the teens she later 
learned were huffing. 

Some appreciated the information; 

others denied it could be possible. 
"Parents should assume their kids 

are doing it before they assume they 
are not," she said. "We had no rea­
son to think he was doing anything." 

A 199 5 study by the National 
Parents' Resource Institute for Drug 
Education indicates parental inter­
vention can significantly deter drug 
use, even among older teenagers. 
Drug use, the study showed, de­
clined sharply among teens whose 
parents frequently discussed the sub­
ject with them. Of those whose par­
ents "never" talked about drugs, 34 
percent smoked marijuana versus 24 
percent who indicated their parents 
talked to them about drugs "a lot." 

Campbellsville University presents 

Thursday & Friday, Aug. 1-2 
For registration information, contact: 
(502) 789-5029 or (502) 789-5227 

Building a brighter future 
Any parent who has struggled to 

keep a growing child in jeans and 
shoes will tell you that yoti have to 
give that child room to grow. A chil­
dren's ministry is no different. 

A 25-county fundraising cam­
paign has been launched to expand 
KBHC's services in Kentucky's 
south central region. The campaign 
goal is $1.8 million with a challenge 

, goal of $2.6 million. 

grow. 
The campaign represents more 

than money and buildings though. 
It represents new hope for children 
wpo have nowhere else to tum for 
help. 

It represents a new chance for 
children who have been abused and 
neglected. 

It represents a new lease on life 

Respected area busi­
nessmen Oscar Horns­
by, Cy Waddle and Joe 
Jackson are providing 
overall campaign leader­
ship. Mr. Hornsby is the 
campaign chair while 
Mr. Waddle and Mr. 
Jackson are serving as 
honorary chairs. All of 
these men covet your 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

for children who have 
been told that they'll 
never make it. 

It is our prayer that 
while at KBHC, each 
child and family will 
find healing and begin to 
move past the darkness 
to a brighter future. 

prayers. B d G 
"B 'Id' B • h ren a ray · m mg a ng ter 

Just this past week 
during Bible study one 
of the boys in the Wil­
derness Camping Treat­
ment Program asked 
Jesus to come into his Future- Child by 

Child, Family by Family" is the 
slogan for the campaign. The pri­
mary goal is to replace the aging 
Southern Region Shelter in Som­
erset and to construct a lodge for 
the Wilderness Camping Treat-
ment Program. _ 

Other goals are to build an ad­
ministrative and classroom facili­
ty, build an endowment for the re­
gional Cornerstone Counseling 
ministry, and give the ministries 
of foster care, family preservation 
and family reunification room to 

heart. The light of Christ became a 
reality to him. His journey toward a 
brighter future has begun. 

Join with us in lighting the path 
of children and families who are 
now walking in darkness! 

Brenda Gray is vice president for 
development and communications for 
the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middle­
town, Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-
1386. World Wide Web address: 
http://www. ig Lou. com/kb he/ 



Plan ahead for 
retirement 
By Doug Strader 

Several years ago, a con­
cerned layperson asked me if I 
was planning financially for my 
retirement years. 

My answer was simply that I 
was planning to receive Social 
Security and my Annuity Board 
retirement At that time I was not 
very interested in retirement; 
however, a few years can cause 
one to become interested in retire­
ment. 

There are several things to 
consider in making retirement 
plans. Of course, all these things 
are contingent upon your health, 
employment status and family 
needs. 

I Will your home be mort­
gage-free at retirement? 

I Where will you live in retire­
ment? What is the projected cost 
of living there? 

I How much money will you 
need in retirement to keep your 
same standard of living? 

I Will your retirement income 
include Social Security income? 
Will you receive a retirement in­
come from your employer? If so, 
what is your projected income 
from these sources at retirement 
age? Will this be enough for you 
to continue your present standard 
of living? 

Most financial advisers sug­
gest that your retirement income 
should be at least . 75 percent of 
your annual income at retirement. 

If you are self-employed, you 
,may need to ask yourself a differ­
ent set of questions. Are you eli­
gible to participate in a 401(k), 
403(b), or a Keogh plan? 

If you do not currently have 
adequate plans for retirement, 
you have several options. 

First, you can simply do noth­
ing. That is not the most desirable 
option. 

You could read books, attend 
seminars and become _knowl­
edgeable of financial matters. 

You could also consult a fi­
nancial adviser, banker or knowl­
edgeable friend and get help in 
knowing how to plan for your re­
tirement. Unless you have con­
siderable expertise in financial 
matters, it is probably not best to 
mortgage your retirement on the 
stock market,. insurance, mutual 
funds, etc., although these may be 
good retirement possibilities for 
your retirement planning. 

This is not intended to be a fi­
nal plan for retirement, but a place 
to begin. The key is to spend time 
praying about your plans, plan 
early, be sensible, be flexible and 
enjoy life one day at a time. 

Doug Strader is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's stew­
ardship department 

/ 

MONEY 
Shively starts Financial Fitness Center 
Continued from page 1 

The CPA said the average Ameri­
can family' s debt load is much higher 
than when he started in business 20 
years ago, and Christians do not fare 
much better. 

But believers enlightened by what 
the Bible says about money will be 
equipped to gain better control of their 
finances, he said. 

The center grew out of a discussion 
last February between Diggs and Cart­
er Shotwell, minister to adults at Lake 
Pointe Baptist Church in suburban 
Dallas .. 

The Shively pastor told Shotwell 
they had been using "Master Your 
Money," a Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board program written by 
Christian financial advisor Ron 
Blue. But it didn't go far enough, 
Diggs said. • • • 
. Shotwell told Diggs about Lake 
Pointe's center, which started a year 
ago and has reached more than 100 

families. In May, Diggs and Fields Shively's program is patterned on 
flew to Dallas to inspect that center Lake Pointe' s. It offers several plans: 
and take training classes. debt retirement, payment acceleration 

Lake Pointe uses a program de- for those who want to eliminate mort­
signed by the Financial Freedom gage and car loans, settlements with 
Foundation. A non-profit organization the Internal Revenue Service and· re­
based in Wyoming, it trains counselors tirement planning. 
to help others better manage their The program incorporates written 
money. materials and computer software 

The center at the Texas church has aimed at helping participants track 
grown so fast that one member left his their spending and increase savings. 
financial planning business recently to The cost_ of the counseling depends 
becomethecenter'sfull-timedirector. on the type of program, Fields said. 
In addition, he directs a separate orga- Several members of Shively have 
nization established to train churches made donations to assist those unable 
for starting an outreach in their respec- to pay, he added. 
tive congregations. • Initially, the director performs 

"It's great to have a practical tool counseling on Wednesday afternoons 
• to help people, more than just saying, and evenings. Additional help should 
'We'll pray for you,"' Shotwell said. be available soon; two other church 
"We feel it's an avenue when we have members are ready to take counselor 
persons or couples in a financial crisis. training. 
We can plug them into this ministry A major element of the program is 
and for once in their life they have discipline and accountability, which 
hope they can pay off their debt." are biblical principles, Fields said. 
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More Information? Just call 
50~(245-4101 and say Super Saturday! 

✓ Ministerial Staff 
✓ • DOMs 
✓ Small Group Leaders · 

Directors, Teachers & Workers 
✓ Sunday School 
✓ Church Music 
✓ Discipleship Training 
✓ Stewardship . 
✓ Church Media Library . • 

Coming to a location near you! 
Bowling Green August 10 
Florence August 10 
Louisville August 17 
Lexington August 24 
Paducah September 7 
Somerset September 7 

Mark your calendars today! 

Scary Stats: 

■ 75 percent to 80 
percent of American 
households owe at least 
$15,000 in consumer 
debt. 
■ Consumer 

insi lment credit is 
projected to reach an all­
time high this year. 
■ More than 78 

percent of the average 
family's after-tax income 
goes to debt payments, 
such as mortgage and 
credit cards. 
■ Total bankruptcy 

. filings dropped from 
972,000 in fiscal 1992 to 
845,000 in 1994, but 
they are projected to rise 
to 1.3 million for the 
fiscal year that ended 
June 30. 
■ The average _ 

American's savings is 
just 3 percent of total 
income. 
■ At age 65, nearly 

50 percent of all 
Americans depend on 
relatives, 33 percent are 
dependent on charity and 
25 percent are still 
working. Seven of 12 
women will become 
widows by this age; the 
average age of a widow 
in the U.S. is 52. 
. ■ Only 2 percent to 3 
percent of all Americans 
ever reach the point of 
being able to live off their 
accumulated financial 
resources. 

Data from U.S. 
government and other 
sources compiled by 
Fields & Co. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to t~e Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum .. ;< ~ - • . , . • 

'••• • '•· ·•• •- "L - •• • 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia, 

Boston and Utah-Idaho: 
■ Clay and Connie 

Cartwright, missioaaries 
to Tambov, Russia, as . 

they re.tum to tha United 
States for a month's 

vacation. 

■ CRESTWOOD-Centerfield 
Church called Tim-Menser as pas­
tor. Menser began his new ministry 
July 7. 

JIiiy 14. 
9-HA WESVILLE-Hawesville 
Church called James Wedding as 
pastor. Wedding previously was 
pastpr at Mount Carmel Church in 
Utica. He will begin his new minis­
try Aug. 18. 
IJ-LEXINGTON-Chevy Chase 
Church called J .R. Lawson of 
Kokomo, Ind., as pastor. He previ­
ously served at a mission church in 
Kokomo. He will begin his new 
ministry July 28. 

■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Severns 
Valley Church called Billy Comp-· 
ton as pastor. Compton has been 
pastor of First Church in Mount 
Washington. He will begin his new 
ministry Aug. 18. 

■ Alexey Nikitkov, 
assistant to Lee and 
. Sarah Bivins in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. 
■ Russian children 
attending Christian 

■ fONDE-Fonde Church called 
Steve McGaughey, a student at 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College, 
as pastor. ■ LOUISVILLE-Lynn Acres 

Church celebrated it 45th anniversa­
ry July 21, with a message by former 
pastor Larry Martin. 

camps this summer. 
Many will be exposed to 

the gospel for the first 
time. 

■ Long-term volunteers 
needed to assist 

churches in the Greater 
Boston Baptist 

Association. 
■ New ministries being 

planned by Greater 
Boston Baptist 

Association. 

■ GEORGETOWN-Faith Church 
called Jim Dean, native of Erlanger, 
as associate pastor, youth/education. 
Dean previously was minister of 
youth at East Sylva Church in Syl­
va, N.C. He began his new ministry 

■ MAYSVILLE- Stonelick 
Church will celebrate its 200th anni­
versary Aug. 11. Everette Eastman 
Jr. of Orlando, Fla., will bring the 
morning message. After dinner on 
the grounds, Howard Roberts of 
Auburn, Ala., will speak at an anni­
versary celebration. 

NEVER FORGET AGAIN!!! 
The Llfetime Reminder Service offers 
7-day advance postal reminders for 
all the occasions you'll ever need to 
remember, all year long, every year 
for the rest of your life! Unlimited 
reminder notes. $ 39 one-time fee per 
membership and no hidden charges 
whatsoever. M~es an incredible gift. 
To receive your kit promptly, send 
check or money order to: Llfetime 
Services, Box 130784, Roseville, MN 
55113. Order Now! 

■ MURRAY-First Church called 
Terry Ellis as pastor. Ellis was born 
in Mission, Texas, but grew up in 
Lexington. He previously was pas­
tor at Mulberry Church in Houma, 
La. He will begin his new ministry 
Aug. 18. 
■ NICHOLASVILLE- Brookside 
Church called M. Keith Tingle as 
pastor. Tingle previously was pastor 
at Owingsville Church. He began his 

A splash in the creek 
While most of our students went home for the 

July fourth holidays, 26 stayed on our campus . 
Some could not afford to make the trip home for 
the nine-day break, some lived too far away, while 
others just wanted·to stay here. 

There was a little break from the usual routine. 
Chores still had to be done; students cleaned the 
dorms, mowed the grass, worked in the dining 
room, heiped on the farm and did personal things 
like cleaning and laundry. 

One nice thing about the break for the students 
was that they only had to work four hours per day. 
After completing the morning chores and eating a 
big lunch, the students had the rest of 
the day off. Some went fishing, some 
took an afternoon nap, others went to 
the gym or pool. • 

On Wednesday several staff and I 
took the students on a picnic after 
lunch. We went to ,Natural Btidge·and 
the Red River Gorge. Our first stop was 
the picnic area, where we divided into 
two groups. Some·decided to go fish­
ing at the nearby lake. The rest of us 
made our way to the top of the moun­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

We decided to go back via another route. The 
route chosen was a little longer, but offered differ-

. ent scenery. We made our way down nearly two 
hundred steps to an old cave that had once been 
used for mining. We had brought lanterns on our 
walk for this extra attraction. As we made our way . 
into the cave, a few people bumped their heads on 
the low rocks and one girl did slip on the wet sandy 
floor. Some chose to exit the other end of the cave 
while the rest of us retraced our steps in. 

When we returned to the campground, a deli­
cious dinner of fried chicken, green beans and po·­
tato salad awaited us. After eating more than we 

should have and playing a few games, 
we boarded the bus. The trip home in­
cluded going through the Nada Tunnel. 
Some did not think the bus could pass 
through, but we,did. 

tain to see the arch. Some of our stu- W.F. Underwood 
dents had been there before, but most 

We made our way to a favorite spot 
of mine along the Red River. The Riv­
er is only about a foot deep in this area 
and pro~ided a wonderful place to 
wade ,in the-water, skip rocks and · 
splash .1::ach other.Jt seemed that those 
who were splashing each other were 
having the most fun. One of the boys 
had been .watching us skip rocks. He is 

had not. How many times can a student 
ask "Are we near the top yet?'' in a 30-minute pe­
riod of time? A few ran ahead and had to be con­
stantly reminded to rejoin the rest ofus. 

Naturally, others were well behind the main . 
group. We made several well-timed rest stops so 

. the ''tail" could catch up w~th the "head." It was a 
cool afternoon, so the trip was not that bad at all 
(though there are several girls who would dis­
agree). We did finally make it to the top. 

There was much excitement as the students 
who had never been there before walked across 
the arch. Needless to say, this was an anxious time 
for those of us who were responsible for their safe-
ty. 

a wonderful young man from Pennsyl­
vania. He asked me to show him how to skip'rocks 
on the water. With just a.little "expert" instruction, 
he was soon skipping rocks up and down the river. 

. Other boys w~re having fun telling the girls 
there were snakes in'the water. Do you have any . 
idea how fast a girl can run in the water if she 
thinks there is a !\flake nearby? 

After an hour of playing in the water, we board­
ed the · bus where cans of pop and other snacks 
awaited us. The students had a lot of fun ... but not 
as much as I did. 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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GARDEN GROWS Mission Friends at West Broadway Baptist Church In Louisville have 
planted a summer garden on the edge of the church's property.· The children are /earning 
how to care for their crops of watermelon, cucumber, pumpkins, peas, green beans, squash 
and cantaloupe-as well as their pick of flowers-from older, more experienced church 
members such as Tom and Shirley Coulter and Max Sanders. Mission Friends leaders are 
teaching the children how agricultural missionaries share the love of Christ and help people 
in other places learn how to glean the best results from their crops. When the crops are 
harvested, the children will experience hands-on missions as they offer the food and flowers 
to shut-ins and others in need, Mission Friends leader Beth McPheron explained. 

new ministry July 1. 
■ OWINGSVILLE- Owingsville 
Church called Bruce Truman as 
pastor. Truman previously was pas­
tor at Mount Olivet Church in Mount 
Olivet. . 
■ PENDLETON- Sligo Church 
called Robert Franklin as minister 
to children and youth. He began his 

new ministry July 7. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- Eastern 
Gate Church called Jeffrey Anders 
as pastor. 
■ WINDSOR- First Church called 
Eric Reynolds as pastor. He was or­
dained to the gospel ministry at Pop­
lar Grove Church in Rockcastle 
County July 7. 

Perpetuating the myth 
By Fred Cummings 
Dean of Students 

There is a myth stalking our 
churches! 

Today, I attempted to help a lady 
who feels as if her life is falling 
apart. Yesterday it was someone 
else, tomorrow it will be another. 
Our world is full of people who 
have disturbing needs. If we could 
just get these people and their fami­
lies into church, their lives would be 
straightened out. 

One of the greatest challenges to 
· Christianity is the need to destroy 

the myth that we fulfill our Chris­
tian obligation by church atten­
dance. Jesus said; "Go into all the 

. world" not "Go into the walls of a 
fortress called church." 

Our myth allows us to be com­
fortable in the midst of suffering. 
Reality calls for an awakening to die 
realization of our identity. Church is 
not a place we go, it is who we are! 
There is a world of difference. 

There is a myth stalk­
ing our churches! • 

Not only do we find 
it necessary to be on the 
alert for international ter­
rorists in our land, but 
now we must also worry 
about terrorist acts by 
militia groups. Children 
carry guns to school and 
deal drugs on our street 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

In order to begin alle­
viating our world's 
problems, Christians 
must grasp the realiza­
tion that their purpose is 
to impact peoples' lives 
outside the walls of "our 
hallowed sanctuaries." 

When . that happens, 
we will actually have the 
influence that Jesus in­
tended. 

corners. If we could just Bill Whittaker 
. get these people .into • 

We perpetuate the 
myth when we measure 

. church, the problems of 
our society would be eliminated. 

There is a myth stalking our 
churches! • 

I was reminded of it last winter. 
when we were suffering \hrough 
another round of school and church 
closings. The snow was falling and 
the television newscaster was begin­
ning his list of church closings for .· 
the next day. My, reaction was, 
''Wow, there goes their average at­
tendance." If we could simply im­
prove church attendance, conditions 
in our world would improve. 

success by attendance 
· numbers. Instead ,we should mea­
sure success by the lives touched 
with Christ-like love as we go about 
our daily activities. Like taking our 
cars ,to the service station to ensure 
their continued service, the gather~ 
ing together for worship and study 
should prepare us for another week 
of spending our lives on others. To 
fail at this point is to miss the point 
and perpetuate the myth. 

Bill Whittaker il president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 

.... 
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'Dead meri:WirkiDg' 9ilin hope from Christian counselors: 
ANGOLA, La. (BP)-In the shad~ their spiritu~ advisers garn·ered na­

ow of the lethal injection table, 61 tional attention following the release 
men- scheduled to die-eat, sleep, of "Dead Man Walking/1 ·a motion 
wait and pray. Occasionally, they sing. picture inspired from the sam._e-titled 

"I'm going home on the morning book wrjtten ··by a L9uisiana nun, 
train, get right church and let's go Helen Prejean. The· title originates 
home. Evening train might be too late, from the words guards at Sap Quentin 
oh Lord, might be too late." Prison are said to have yelled when a 

Echoingoutofthedarkenedsix- by death-row inmate was let out of his 
eight-foot cells of death row at Louisi- cell: "Dead man walking!" 
ana State Penitentiary in Angola, La., Six years ago at age 48, Morgan 
the light of Jesus is reaching some of saw herself starting over after the 
the state's most hardened criminals. death of her husband. • 

Considered to be unworthy and With the encourage_ment of her 
unreachable by many, death row in- . pastor, -she wrote what she thought 
mates' spiritual and physi9a1 needs should be a grief and bereavement 
nevertheless are addressed by death program primarily for churches and 
row counselors and chap~ains. hospitals. . , 

"I'm there to love therri and bring Morgan prayed;"''Lord, if you open 
them Jesus," said Carol Morgan; a the door, I will walk through it and do 
Home Missions Servic~ Cc:irp volun- • what you waht_ me to do." · 
teer. "He died for them and Ws up to • ·several years later, Morgan found 
them to accept or reject Jesus,,. • • • herseif walking through the open iron 

The story of both the. inmates. and - :· doors -leading t?: the tiers of Angola's 

death row. 
For Morgan, being consistent and 

meeting the men where they are is 
what has made the difference. "Carol 
is genuinely interested in us;" said 
Glen, a death row inmate since 1989. 
"She has the love of God and she radi­
ates that to us." 

She visits weekly, meeting with the 
men in the small chapel on the row. 
Standing next to a chalkboard wit_h 39 
of the inmates seated around her, Mor­
gan's weekly Bible studies give the 
men opportunities to pray together, 
discuss Scriptures and fellowship. But 
most importantly, they see a positive 
role model. • • 

Southern Baptist Chaplain Wiley 
Magee spent nearly five years meet­
ing the needs of death row inmates. 
Currently, there is no chaplain as­
signed to death row on a full-time ba­
sis. Now, Magee and_ other chaplains 
divide their time in several areas on the 

vast 18,000-acre prison farm. 
"Ministering on death row is very 

difficult," Magee said .. "Teaching 
Scripture and putting them· in an in­
carceration context is what' yqu hav·e 
to do. Church setting sermons.don't 
apply here." Generally, he said, most· 
men were receptive to hearingaboµt 
Christ as long as they knew he was 
consistent and meant what he said.' 

The needs are great, Magee sajd. 
"We need people who wdtjlq sup­
port us c'onsistently, not for one time 
only," he said of needed volunteers. 

Back at the chalkboard, Morgan 
listens to the men sing and constant­
ly reminds them of Jesus' example 
and how he lived his life while on 
the earth. •• 

"We're all fighting the cte"ath pen­
alty, but I'm ready to meet \he 
Lord," said inmate Larry. "Everyone 
wants to go to heaven, but no one 
wants to die." 

Baptists see~ing-·t11 ·make a difference-- io ·--other Nashville 
By Sarah Zimmerman _ . . . Waggoner sang for the association's 
Home Mission Board • • • ' -: . annual meeting. In them Cundiff 

. . ·~ founcJ,'music leaders for a church with, 
NASHVILLE, Ind. (BP)-WitI?. a • countfy music: 

name like Nashville, this Indiana town Cundiff t,;lOk advantage of the 
seemed destined to have a church with town's name to find a sponsoring 
a fiddle in the band. church- Holiday Heights Baptist 

Like its Tennessee counterpart, the Church in Nashville, Tenn. 
city hosts country music stage shows, After posting publidty flyers all 
recording studios and gift shops. over town, Brown County Country 

When it comes to religious life, Music Church held its first worship 
however, the two Nashvilles are service on Easter 1994. That Sunday 
worlds apart. Nashville, Tenn., has • 45 people attended. By the second an­
several Southern Baptist agencies and niversary, 80 were attending. 
an array of Southern Baptist churches. Worship services include prayer 

Nashville, Ind., on the other hand, requests and of course a sermon, but 
has orie Southern Baptist congrega- music is the main draw. Music leader­
tion- the Brown County Country ship has grown from the Waggoners 

• Music Church. to a seven-piece band. 
The two-year-old church, which Waggoner defines the music as 

uses a cowboy hat to collect the offer- ''country-style gospel music." Rather 
ing, is thriving, but leaders are quick than "Your Cheatin' Heart" with 
to emphasize their priorities. Christian lyrics, it's ''The Old Rugged 

"It's not that we worship country Cross" with a country beat. 
music, and we're not here to enter- • Since residents are used to staged 
tain," said pastor Allan Straub. performances, Roxeanne Waggoner 

"Everyone wants to 
go to heaven, but 
• no one wants to 
die.'' · 
• Death row inmate Lar& 

,, 

Wife Charlotte got to the bottom said they have to keep the worship ser'.' 
line: "People are coming here who vice from becoming a musical act. 
won't go to other churches, and ''This is not a show. It's church." trays .and bring in sound equipment, 

Bibles and hymnals. . , . . 
celebrated with a former chain ·smok- OUTDOOR BAPTISTRY 

they're getting saved." • The church meets in the restaurant 
Stuart Cundiff, directorof missions at Ski World, an entertainment center 

for South Central Baptist Association, · featuring stage shows, water slides in 
said he tried several times to .start tra- . the summer and skiing on nianmade 
ditional churches in Nashville. . . snow in the wiriter. To prepare the res­

Sunday services must be fitrished 
er who had been without a.cigarette for Brown County Country 
days, grieved with a woman who lost Music Church uses Ski . 
a good friend, offered housing to peo- • . World's bumper boat pool 
pie without electricity during a snow as its baptistry. Phyllis 
storm, paid for a new roof.for another Risky(left), co-ownerofSki 

. - A small group met for Bible ,study ti,urant for worship, church members 

. by l l a.m. so the restaurant staff can 
prepare for the lunch crowd. Disciple- .· • 

. ship programs are held on Thursday 
• nights at the senior citizens' center, -

In addition to country-style ll)llsic, 
the church has a reputatiorr forbeirig a 
caring .congregation. They 'recently 

church and sponsored a mission. • • · .. World, talks with Cha.rlotte 
They wouldn't think of.telling peo- • St~ub, wife of the _'church's 

pie: "Here's a quarter, find .someone •. pa$tor, Allan. (BP photo by 
• m an apartment complex for three tilce down. such decorations as •· Sllllta . 
. years, but nothing developed into a • Claus pictures at Christinas and skele­
church until Charlie and Roxeanne · tons at Halloween. They move ash- • who cares." • $aiahZimmermafi) . • 

From 'idiotbox~ to pulpit~ 'Sanford and Son':,a:~t.~·r now pre,1clting '..• 
MOBILE, Ala. (RNS)- Whin Wilson was there.to. preiich; 11~t . Oathering of Eagles. . ... . '·: • But Wilson said he is ,il~t"pro!Jd of l 

former television star Demp11d Wik :to talk about Hollywood~xcept Later, Wilson plans to · settle • the sexually graphic TV sh()ws of to~ 
son stands behind the pulpi!, he when he told the congregatioDca tele~ down with his wife and family and day. . _. . 
preaches the gospel like any _qther • vision.can be an "idiot box.'.' •. . • • write books, examining sii9jects • . He sounds a lot lik~ an:evangelist 
fiery, charismatic evangelist. - , . The ·1anky actor became famous such as the plight pf American who came from HollywoocL . • .. • .·. 

"I love the Word;'.~ he shouted .in the early '70s for playing Fred youth. He lives in Orange qouncy, One minute, Wilson talks about 
during a worship service at Holy . Sanford's responsible but r~stless Calif. • , , .. _· : . nudity on television aild d;uicers who 
Church. of.God of Cottage Hill. "If son. The show ended in 1977, and "I'm a renaissance man,) iriiuf. "undulate like snakes," aiid the_ next , 
you got your sword, hold it up." The not long afterward, Wils9n began for all ·seasons," Wilson said ·in an . minute he imitates Woody Allen or 
worshipers lifted their Bibles, "Now • preaching revivals. interview. He doesn't like to be la~ . 'quotes from a Mel Brooks lllOvie: 
shake it at the devil." Now he's 50 years old, not as beled an actor or preacher. But when he stands before a con-

He never talked about what made lanky, and beginning to slow' down Wilson said he's proud of his work _ gregation, it'-s the preacher, not the ac-
him famous. He never mentioned his his revival schedule. He's still in- on "Sanford and Son," particularly tor, whom people see. • 
five-year role as Lamont on the pop- volved in television- as a produc- that the show was among . the first "It's not important that you have 
ular television show "Sanford and er- and he's devoting more time to black situation comedies on television. the Holy Ghost," he says. "It's impor-
Son." his new Christian ministry, The "I'm a champion of the underdog." tant that the Holy Ghost has .you." 

.-·;,;.,.· 
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A Memorial Scholarship ........................ One Family's Tribute 

Rev. John Skeen 
. 1899-1982 

Rev. John Skeen, former .pastor in Whitley and Harlan counties, passed awaf August 11, 
. • 1982. However, his life and ministry live today not only through his family but also through 
the Cumberland College ministerial students who receive financial assistance from the Skeen 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund. 

Rev. Skeen was a third generation pastor and the father of twelve children, eleven of whom 
lived to reach adulthood. He had a limited education, but did not let that fact hinder him from 
encouraging his children, his grandchildren and friends to achieve a college education. At his 
death, two daughters Imogene Powers and Naomi Harp, both Cumberland College alumni, set 

• in motion the beginning of the Skeen Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund and each year 
. during the Skeen .family reunion an offering is taken for the Fund. 

Rev. Skeen's grandson, Kenneth Harp, also a Cumberland College alumnus who is serving 
as a chaplain in the U.S. Air Force, on a recent visit to his home area, made a donation to the 
Schnlarship Fund in honor of his Father's birthday and in honor of his Mother for Mother's Day . 

"We would like to see our Scholarship Fund grow to one day be a full scholarship for 
studenrs studying for the ministry," Kenneth . Harp remarked. Harp is p~esently encouraging his 
cousins to honor their parents on special occasions with a tribute gift to the Fund. 

If you would like information on the college's Tribute Program, please contact: 
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Cumberland College 
6191 College Station Drive 

Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769 


