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Editor 

FRANKFORT- Judging by the 
usual predictors of church growth, 
Buck Run Baptist Church should not 
have grown 500 percent since 1990. 

The church is located on a two-lane 
highway in a rural area just outside 
Frankfort. At nearly 180 years of age, 
the church easily could have passed 
its glory days. Past controversies re­
sulted in _the loss of members through 
three painful church splits. The church 
went two years without an outdoor • 
sign. And to top it all off, the church 
now operates on a divided campus. 

But those obstacles pale in compar- • 
ison to the challenge that ultimately 
brought Robert Jackson to return as 
pastor six years ago-16 years after 
serving there while a seminary stu-

After graduating from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Jack­
son had left Buck Run in 1974 for 
successful pastorates in Alabama and 
Mississippi. 

But by 1984, Jackson 
had reached what he 
now calls "the dark night 
of the soul." After suf­
fering a massive heart 
attack which doctors 
said would prevent him 
from ever returning to 
the pastorate, he plunged 
into a deep depression. 
He could not carry on an extended 
conversation with his wife. He could 
not comprehend a daily newspaper. It 
appeared his ministry was over. 

Then one day a friend came to see 
him with a specific message: "God 

Jackson prayed.1 He exercised. He 
continued to regain both spiritual and 
physical strength. Then in the spring 

of 1990, he too began 
sensing a message from 
God, 

Through Scripture 
reading and prayer, this 
message repeatedly 
came to Jackson over a 
five-month • period: 
"Return and build the 
temple." 

He interpreted it to 
mean God wanted him to return to a 
former pastorate. Soon one of his 
former churches called, asking him to 
return and lead them in a building pro­
gram. But Jackson did not feel the 
o See Outward focus ... , page 9 ,,. 

Speaker: Healthy marriages requir·e intimacy 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE- Intimacy is es­
sential to a healthy marriage, but for 
most couples, achieving it takes hard 
work, Otis and Deigie Andrews told 
participants in the Fall Festival of 
Marriage Sept. 13-14. 

Couples should approach intima­
cy with a collective vision, but some 
never progress from the "me" stage 
to the "we" stage, Andrews said. 

Intimacy is "that feeling of close­
ness and we-ness that comes from 
being emotionally present with each 
other and meeting each other's 
needs," he said. 

The Andrewses were keynote 
speakers for the Fall Festival of Mar­
riage co-sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board and the 
K~ntucky Baptist Convention's fam­
ily ministry department. Otis Andrews 
is a family counselor and pastor in 

Macon, Ga. 
Intimacy may happen in a single 

moment or it may be an ongoing sense 
of closeness even when husband and 
wife are apart physically, said Mrs. 
Andrews, who works in a furniture 
business. 

The Andrewses· described five 
types of intimacy married couples can 
experience: 
■ Emotional intimacy. "When two 

people feel close to each other and are 
bonded in hearts and spirits," then 
emotional intimacy has been attained, 
he said. Emotional intimacy is a com­
ponent of all other intimacies, Mrs. 
Andrews added .. 
■ Sexual intimacy. While sexual 

intimacy is "a feeling of closeness 
expressed through the sex. act," it is 
much more than a biological act, An­
drews said. "It is a joining of bodies, 
soul and spirits." 
■ Intellectual intimacy. Andrews 

called intellectual intimacy a "touch-

ing of the minds, based on mutual re­
spect." Intellectual intimacy results 
from sharing ideas, he said. 

A couple does not have to agree 
always to be close intellectually, but 
both must believe their partner re~ 
spects or understands their position, he 
said. , 
■ Crisis 0timacy. When a crjsis 

occurs, a couple can choose to draw 
closer to each other or move farther 
apart, Mrs. Andrews said. 
■ Spiritual intimacy. When it is no 

• longer 'just the two of you, but God 
also," Mrs. Andrews said, "transcen-

-dent intimacy" has been achieved. 
That may occur through a worship 

experience, prayer, Bible study or in 
the midst of quiet, she said. 

Comparing marital intimacy to a 
journey, the Andrewses suggested 
ways a couple can become more inti­
mate: 
■ Get rid of excess baggage. Old 

o See Intimacy ... , page 12 

Christianity 
still draws 
persecution· 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-Being an active 
Christian is no less dangerous in parts 
of the world today than it was for ear­
ly Christians facing the Roman Em­
pire, according to some agencies mon­
itoring religious persecution. 

"In the 20th century we've lost 
more Christians dying for their faith 
than in any previous century," said 
Brad Winkler, office coordinator for 
Voice of the Martyrs, which monitors 
persecution and has missions activi­
ties in 30 countries. 

Southern Baptists and about 40 
other denominations and parachurch 
agencies have named Sunday, Sept. 
29, to be an international day of prayer 
for the persecuted church. 

Islamic fundamentalists are the pri­
mary dispensers of physical persecu­
tion today, said Keith Parks, missions 
coordinator with the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship and former president 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board. • 

Communist governments also 
physically persecute Christians, Win­
kler said. 

"Governments such as China and 
Vietnam see it as a threat to their se­
curity," he said. "They look at Chris­
tians and think they're allied with a 
higher power than their government 
and they feel threatened by that." 

Among the atrocities in recent 
years catalogued by Voice of the Mar­
tyrs and others: 

I In China, a 45-year-old itinerant 
evangelist was arrested while meeting 
with a small group of Christians in a 
house church. Voice of the Martyrs 
reported he may be sentenced to an 
extended "re-education through la­
bor" prison term. 

I In Sudan, the Muslim-dominat­
ed government in the north has insti­
tuted a holy war to make the whole 
country Islamic. A horrific campaign 
in the predominantly Christian south­
ern region includes Christians being 
tortured before being crucified, said 
Mark Kelly, editor of Advance, a 
monthly newsletter promoting prayer 
for unreached people groups and those 
encountering religious persecution. 

I In Algeria this spring, Muslim 
rebels wanting to estabHsh an Islamic 
government killed seven French Ro0 

man Catholic monks. Religion News 
Service reported that a grisly discov­
ery awaited the monks' superiors who 
traveled to Algeria to arrange the buri­
al: the killers had returned only the 
severed heads of their victims. 

Global Evangelization Movement 
estimates 159,000 Christians have 
been martyred annually in recent 
years. 

That's down from 1970, when 
about 320,000 Christians were mar­
tyred, largely because of persecution 
in the Soviet Union, said Justin Long, 
o See Group says ... , page 7 ,....... 
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Virginia conservatives split with state convention 
The decision by 

Virginia 
conservatives 
"reflects the 

frustration in some 
of the states 

where there's a 
large opposition to 

the Southern 
Baptist 

Convention, 
primarily the four 

big states of North 
Carolina, Virginia, 

Kentucky and 
Texas." 

Doyle Chauncey, 
executive director of 

Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia 

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)-Con­
servative Southern Baptists in Virgin­
ia broke new ground in a 17-year war 
with moderates Sept. 16 when they 
formed a new state convention, sepa­
rating from the 173-year-old Baptist 
General Association of Virginia. 

The 3-year-old Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia voted at the 
group's annual meeting to take the 
unprecedented step over what conser­
vatives view as liberal theology in the 
state association. 

It is the first formal split of a state 
Baptist convention over doctrinal dif­
ferences since a bitter theological de­
bate began in the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1979. 

Although conservatives gained 
solid control of the national conven­
tion in 1990, they have been frustrat­
ed by some state and regional affili­
ates-notably in Virginia- which 
have remained moderate bastions. 

"After wandering in the wilder­
ness, (conservatives) are now enter­
ing the promised land," said Bob 
Melvin, outgoing president of the Vir­
ginia conservatives' group. 

Virginia Baptist conservatives 
have been at odds with the existing 
state convention over a decision six 
years ago to allow churches to with­
hold financial contributions to the 
SBC and make donations to the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship through 
the state convention. 

Conservative leader T.C. Pinckney 
recently wrote: "The BGA V is mov­
ing as rapidly as its leadership dares 
away from the re-invigorated SBC. To 
the CBF? To the American Baptists? 
To some independent stance? One 
does not know. But the direction is set. 
The course i~ fixed. The BGA Vis rap­
idly departing from orthodox Chris-

COMPLAINT 
DEPARTtv'\ENT 

~ber!5oh 

1_ crn1 have any .5~jfic cornflairJt5 
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tianity." 
Conservatives' ire also has been 

provoked by the BGA V's vigorous 
opposition to tuition tax credits and 
government-sponsored prayer in pub­
lic schools, and its determined support 
of two entities-the Baptist Joint 
Committee and Americans United for 
the Separation of Church and State­
which regularly voice that opposition 
'in Congress. 

In addition, conservatives charge · 
the BGA V has been lax in opposing 
abortion and homosexuality. 

The final straw, some conserva­
tives say, was a bylaw change two 
years ago making church representa­
tion at BGA V qieetings primarily con­
tingent on financial gifts to Virginia 
Baptist causes instead of on gifts to 
the SBC. That move diminished the 
number of messengers allowed from 
conservative congregations unwilling 
to make more than minimal contribu­
tions to the state convention. 

About 115 churches-out of a to­
tal of 1,564 in the BGA V-have con­
tributed to the conservative group 
since July 1995, according to a list 
distributed at the meeting. However, 
Pinckney said those congregations 
will not automatically become mem­
bers of the new state convention. A 
letter making that intention clear must 
be sent to the organization, he said. 

Among the churches listed as pre­
vious donors are some of the largest 
conservative congregations in the 
state: Grove A venue Baptist Church 
of Richmond, which counts among its 
members Jerry Rankin, president of 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board; First 
Baptist Church of Norfolk, whose pas­
tor, Bob Reccord, chairs the commit­
tee implementing an extensive reor­
ganization of the SBC; and First Bap-

tist Church of Roanoke, whose pas­
tor, Charles Fuller, chaired the SBC 
Peace Committee. 

Pinckney said some churches may 
join the conservative convention 
while retaining their BGA V affilia­
tion. Such "dual alignment" is permis­
sible under the BGA V's bylaws; a 
number of BGA V churches also af­
filiate with the American Baptist 
Churches.in the U.S.A. and with a 
variety of African-American Baptist 
conventions. . 

BGA V President Clint Hopkins 
.discounted any immediate financial 
shortfall from a loss of churches. "It 
will impact Virginia -Baptists more 
with our hearts than our pocket­
books," he said. 

The effect outside Virginia also is 
unclear. Sharp theological differenc­
es divide Baptists in many state con­
ventions, especially in Texas, where 
moderates have prevailed in political 
contests and conservatives have orga­
nized a "fellowship" but not yet sepa­
rated. In, other states, such as North 
Carolina, conservatives and moder­
ates have faced off in close elections. 

Morris Chapman, president of the 
SBC Executive Committee and a 
former Texas pastor, dismissed the 
idea of a "domino effect." Asked if 
he thought it likely Texas conserva­
tives would separate, he said: "Not 
immediately. The two situations are 
very different." • 

Another SBC spokesman indicat­
ed the Executive Committee will re­
late to both state groups in Virginia. 

A statement released by Bill.Mer­
rell, the Executive Committee's vice 
president for convention relations, 
noted: "Our legal counsel advises us 
that the Southern Baptist Convention 
relates directly to individual churches 

■ :t,,@i@ 1 :ht1 

from various states through the mes­
sengers the churches select for that 
purpose. The bylaws do not prevent 
cooperation wjth more than one con­
vention of Baptists from a geograph­
ic area." 

Stickier issues could develop, how­
ever, as the new convention attempts 
to develop financial relations with the 
SBC Home· Mission Board, which 
jointly funds mission work with ev-
ery state Baptist convention. _ 
• Disputes also could arise over the 

selection of trustees to serve the agen-
• cies and institutions of the SBC. Those 

trustee positions are apportioned to 
each agency based on total member­
ship of Southern Baptist churches in 
each state. 

Leaders of the new conservative 
convention in Virginia said they do 
not believe their split with the exist­
ing state convention is a model that 
should be followed in other states. 

"We feel like Virginia is unique 
and that we can get missions work 
done better by going in" separate di­
rections, said Howard Baldwin, an 
evangelist who served as interim di­
rector of the organization. 

However, Doyle Chauncey, the 
new convention's first full-time exec­
utive director, said he thinks the deci­
sion by Virginia conservatives "re­
flects the frustration in some of the 
states where there's a large opposition 
to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
primarily the four big states of North 
Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky and 
Texas." 

Conservative churches "don't want 
to be a part of a state convention that 
doesn't totally support the SBC," 
Chauncey said. 

With additional reporting through 
Baptist Press 
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KENTUCKY 
Church starter's legacy dots Kentucky mountainside 
By Lisa Smith 
SBC Home Mission Board 

MIDDLESBORO-Riding 
through the eastern Kentucky moun­
tains, every few miles D.M. Aldridge 
points out the window to where he 
helped start a church or where he 
hopes to start a congregation soon. 

During his 55-year involvement 
with missions, D.M. Aldridge has lost 
count of all the work he's helped be­
gin. No matter the number, his heart 
is in the mountains and with helping 
the people there-whether it's the 
mountains of Kentucky or of Zambia, 
where he worked two and a half years 

/ 

' _ / ,,_, / 
/ . / 

/ , 

as a volunteer missionary. 
Since returning from Africa, Ald­

ridge has worked with the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention as a church start­
er strategist, most recently starting 
multihousing congregations. He loves 
his work, _and he loves spending sev­
eral days a week on the road, 

Most multihousing congregations 
begin as Bible studies and become 
self-sustaining. Aldridge brings the 
church to residents who may feel un­
comfortable in a traditional church 
setting. 

'They don't like the singing or the 
preaching or the dress-it's too for­
mal," he says. "We try to get them into 

MISSIONS CONFERENCE Church starter (JM. Aldridge (right) and associational 
missionary Bruce Walzer discuss the ministry potential of the mobile homes that dot the 
southeastern Kentucky hillside. (HMB photo by Jim Wright) 

places where they feel comfortable." 
Recreation areas or neighbors' 

homes become places to learn about 
the Bible. ''Then as time goes on we 
transfer them into church services." 

He lets others take over the leader- . 
ship as soon as possible, "If you do it 
yourself, it's hard to get people moti­
vated," he explains, "I've always felt 
I did my best work behind the scenes." 

He and his wife, Kay, came to the 
hills of Kentucky in 1943, a journey 
that started when Aldridge became a 
Christian at 16, A few years later, he 
was in college studying to be a civil 
engineer when "the Lord called me to 
missions," he says, "I felt keenly the 
Lord wanted me to go to the moun­
tains." 

Aldridge met his wife and missions 
partner of 54 years when both attend­
ed a meeting for state Baptist Student 
Union presidents, 

The couple's first mountain mis­
sion work took them to the hills of 
Tennessee. When local churches 
didn't respond to help start other con-· 
gregations, the Aldridges established 
10 new works by themselves. • 

After graduating from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou.­
isville, Aldridge spent most of his pro­
fessional life as president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College in Pine­
ville, While there, he continued to start 
churches, often involving his students 
in the process. Aldridge went to areas 
that needed a revival or a vacation 
Bible school and started congrega­
tions from those people who made 
professions of faith. 

Oneida donor 'issues $500,000 challenge 
ONEIDA- An anonymous donor 

has issued a $500,000 challenge grant 
to Oneida Baptist Institute, 

To receive the $500,000 gift, the 
Baptist boarding school in southeast­
ern Kentucky must raise a matching 
$500,000 on its own, according to 
President Bud Underwood. 
• The purpose of this matching grant 

challenge is to establish a permanent 
endowment fund on Oneida's behalf 
with the Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion. For every dollar given to this 
cause, the anonymous· donor will give 
a dollar, up to $500,000 total. 

'If the campaign reaches its goal of 
raising a combined $1 million, it 
would more than double the institu­
tion's permanentendowment, which 
stood at $809,000 at the time of the 
1994-95 audit. 

Some of the institution's current 
endowment funds are held by the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation. But all 
contributions to this new effort will be 
handled by the Foundation, said Bar­
ry Allen, Foundation president. 

"We're certainly pleased to be a 
part of this significant opportunity for 
Oneida to more than double its cur­
rent endowment and to work with 
them in advising their donors on dif­
ferent techniques in which to make 
gifts," Allen said, 

In a letter to Oneida alumni, friends 
and donors, Underwood stated regu­
lar donors to Oneida's ministry should 
not divert their regular gifts to the en­
dowment drive. 

Oneida will receive about 
$275,000 in operating funds from the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention this fis-

cal year, The remainder of the 
school's operating funds come from 
tuition and fees and direct gifts from 
individuals and churches. 

If the full $1 million goal of this 
endowment <;ampaign is realized, the 

. result could be annual earnings of 
about $100,000, Underwood ex­
plained. 

"Many of our friends fiave ex­
pressed a desire to see our endow­
ment fund enlarged," Underwood 
said in his letter explaining the chal­
lenge, "The simple truth is we have 
not been able to set aside money 
from our regular support for such an 
investment." 

Inquiries about the campaign 
should be directed to Underwood at 
Oneida or to Allen at the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation. 

Children's homes meet variety of school needs 
LOUISVILLE-Back-to-school 

time for the youth in care of Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children has been 
a time full of opportunity. 

KBHC youth attend just about ev­
ery school program imaginable­
from special needs classes to those for 
the most advanced. • 

For many, school doesn't just last 
from September through May. Many 
arrive into care behind in their school 
classes and require extra time during 
the summer to catch up with peers. 

"School can be a very difficult 
challenge for them," said Kenny Wil­
liams, director of the Dixon temporary 

shelter, "We provide them with a lot 
of preparation time and try to keep 
them motivated." 

During the regular school year, the 
school a student attends depends on 
his or her needs. Many attend public 
schools and participate in the same 
programs as any other student. 

Others need the added structure 
and specially trained staff provided in 
a campus school setting. 

. Dean Hamey, director of the Bap-
tist youth shelter in Morehead, said a 
. child's school performance can im­
prove quickly when he is encouraged 
and helped by staff tutors. 

"I've had some kids who never at­
tended a full month of school until 
they were with us," Hamey said, An 
overwhelming number of children in • 
care are behind in school, not because 
they lack intelligence, but because 
"they've been told over and over that 
they are stupid," he said. 

From a teacher's perspective, per­
haps the most challenging school is at 
the southern region wilderness camp­
ing treatment program, Young men 
participate in three extended camping 
trips during the 98-day program. 
Where the boys go, so does the school 
and its teacher. 

After a few months, he would 
choose one of his students to take over 
as pastor. In 12 years, Aldridge esti­
mates he started 30 churches that way. 

He retired from Clear Creek in 
1982 after serving as president of the 
college for 28 years. 

But Clear Creek graduates like 
Bruce Walzer, associational mission­
ary for the Baptist association in Mid­
dlesboro, inherited Aldridge's church 
starting vision, The association spon­
sors services at local nursing homes 
and apartment complexes. 

Aldridge also hopes to start a work 
in partnership with Porter Memorial 
Baptist Church in Lexington, where 
he and his wife are members. 

Planning is still in the early stages, 
but church members hope to reach 
people in the neighboring apartment 
complexes. 

"We are bridging the gap between 
the church and the community right 
next to us," says Jim McGee, minis­
ter of education at Porter Memorial. 
English-as-a-second-language classes 
for Russian and Chinese immigrants 
further bridge the gap. 

- Aldridge may live in the city, but 
he still spends a lot of time in the Ken-

. tucky hills, In addition to his church 
starting work, he serves as interim 
pastor at Copper Creek Baptist 
Church in Rockcastle County. 

"It reminds me so much of the 
mountain work I used to do," he says 
of the small congregation. 

This story originally appeared in the 
September-October 1996 edition of Mis­
sionsUSA magazine, 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 
■ Mountain Outrea_eh ~ins·natio_nal award . . Cumberland 
"College's Mountain,putrE!(ch.prograin w~s one of1 Q 
prograrns~elected nationwide.outof 700 applicants to ,,>• << 
receiveaSarnaritao J\warda$.arriPd~l.program of.effective Ix 
.pompassion. S~rted _ih.t~825theprqgram·enlist$'$tudent'Ci 

' .volunteers aoqigIQµP$,{fg·rn.tnr pµghqi.Jt tM Yhited Statet•~ > 

. l build house$/dig·. wetlfarjg>re:pair• ho111es:fo(Appalachian 
t farnjlies. J9'eawc1r.o W~i)Pres~nt~dlbY the Acton Institute 
i;' !9?Stypy.of _.~-~ligi~.nln·~:~1~,w.· in _Grand_· .. ~-api~-~·M·icm 

!St1Sitlili£i !i tilt!!~ 
,;o:';~1.cphql . P:r9ble1J1$•at.•tlje '9{9,4R'§.annp~! nwetmg. Xn~ 
;·.•organization teature.s ftjpre§en~t.iyesof'teffiperance 9?;;'>. '}}'.J 
i:)organiz.ati_QpS_. fr()!11 .•.• 9f:s~1~~:,~il~/l~·•·r.eiigio~s d.~_p()m.in~ti~.OSi( 
:: ■ KB.C Presid~nt to

1

ad~i~~-Georget1Jwn. s,i(fich~~:or(' '> •• • 
/Spastorot First BaptistGhurcH'l:lfgr!nceton,and president of 
s;tlieJ<entuckyBaptjst ,co·nv~n~ignJwOI address Georgetown .. -
:'.(Coll.~Qe Opt:J ~t 11 .~'!nX'!~:i~r;H~QH.l,-'.~ill Ch~peL , />; 

fili~$/li!Si!~liii;z1li 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 24, 1996 3 



WESTERN RECORDER 

P.O. Box43969 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 
(ISSN 0043-4132) 

MARK WINGFIELD 
Editor . 

DAVID WINFREY 
News Director 

MAURI SMITH 
Marketing & Business 

Manager 
C.R. DALEY 

Editor Emeritus 
Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Western Recorder is 
published weekly by Western 

Recorder Inc., an agency of 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except 

for one week in July and 
December. For general 

information, call (502) 244-
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. 
Send e-mail to CompuServe 

102667, 1300, and the 
Internet, wesrec@ntr.net. 

Periodicals postage paid at 
Louisville, Ky. 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 
for a one-year, individual 

subscription. Group 
subscriptions on the church 

budget plan are $8.50 per 
year. An additional church 

newsletter service is available 
for churches of all sizes. All 
subscriptions are payable in 

advance, except church 
accounts, which require a tax 

exemption number. 

To register change of addre,s: 
Send the mailing label from 

page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

department at the Western 
Recorder address. 

To give news tips: Call (502) 
244-6471, fax to (502) 244-

6474 or write the editor or 
news director. 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be 

considered for publication, 
provided they-do not make a 

personal attack on anyone. 
Letters are limited to 300 

words and may be edited for 
length. 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns 

on an inside page are paid 
space. Claims made by 

advertisers are not 
necessarily those of the 

Western Recorder's staff and 
directors. 

Directors: Bill Thurman, 
Lexington, chairman; Rusty 

Ellison; Louisville, vice 
chairman; Jim Abernathy, 

Covington, secretary; Mark 
Boes, Cecilra; Tom Curry, 
Louisville; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Sherry 
Hignite, London; June B. Rice, 

Paintsville; John Searcy, 
Franklin; Kenneth Wells, 

Somerset; Charles Midkiff, 
Greenville. 

OPINION 
llflj18@f¥illlf«aJIR!Eltll~ 

Examining the 'purpose-driven' church 
By Mike Clingenpeel 

Frustrated with trying to accom­
modate the musical tastes of everyone 
at Saddleback Valley Community 
Church, Pastor Rick Warren distrib­
uted 3 x 5 cards to worshipers ·and 
asked them to write down the call let­
ters of the radio station they listened 
to most. He discovered that 96 per­
cent of his people tuned in to contem­

but by a defined purpose. 
A purpose-driven church first de­

fines itself based upon biblical princi­
ples that transcend culture. In the pro­
cess it retains methods that are effec­
tive in reaching the people it wants to 
reach and tosses aside methods that no 
longer work. 

In an effort to target unchurched 
southern Californians, Saddleback 
employs user-friendly, non-threaten­

porary pop/rock. Im­
mediately Warren 
made contemporary 
pop/rock the church's 

COMMENTARY 
ing services that avoid 
altar calls, discourages 
visitors from giving an 

primary musical style. Within a year 
Saddleback exploded in growth. 

And Saddleback is growing still. 
At last count more than ro,000 peo­
ple flock, to its four worship services 
every weekend, making it one of the 
largest and fastest-growing churches 
in America. Last year the Home Mis­
sion Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention named it "Key Church of 
the Year." 

Musical style, of course, is not the 
only important factor in church 
growth, says Warren. But even if a 
particular sty le of music is not sacred, 
the selection of a music style reflects 
whether a congregation is enough 
purpose-driven to understand its tar­
get audience and shape its ministry ac­
cordingly. 

Warren sketches the remarkable 
story of Saddleback' s growth since he 
founded it in 1979 in Mission Viejo, 
Calif., in a recent book titled"The 
Purpose-Driven Church: Growth 
Without Compromising Your Mes­
sage and Mission." The key to church 
health and growth, writes Warren, is 
to decide what type of people the 
church wants to reach and gear every 
aspect of its ministry toward them. A 
healthy church is not driven by tradi­
tion, personalities, programs, build­
ings, finances or a calendar of events, 

The preservationists 
It was a journey to remember. For 

seven full days, we zigzagged Utah 
and Idaho, stopping at tiny Baptist 
churches to visit with pastors, to speak 
twice and to take pictures of the mod­
est structures which house small con­

offering, eliminates 
hymns in favor of choruses and sev­
ers churchy language from bulletins, 
songs and sermons. 

Not everyone congratulates War­
ren on this new style of church. Crit­
ics complain that so-called "seeker 
sensitive" churches compromise the 
gospel in an effort to market them­
selves. Such churches are not so much 
purpose-driven, say critics. They ped­
dle a cheap grace shorn of the church 
traditions that give stability and pow­
er to the Christian faith. 

Saddleback's opponents, in my 
opinion, need to take a closer look. 
They will be surprised to read that 
substantial biblical theology under­
girds virtually all the methods adopt­
ed at Saddleback. Theology, not mar­
keting, is the final arbiter of method­
ology, according to Warren. 

In addition to being a decent theo­
logian, Warren proves himself a very 
able sociologist. Many church leaders 
have never comprehended the extent 
to which a church's community con­
text shapes its ministry and destiny. 
Warren has read the moods, aspira­
tions, frustrations and lifestyles of 
unchurched southern Californians and 
has crafted a methodology that de­
mystifies and communicates the time­
less gospel. 

Unfortunately, too many pastors 

Those determined visionaries have 
left writings which could prompt and 
guide the generations beyond our 
own: 

I "Whether it be a wide, unspoiled 
landscape that inspires us, or the beau­
ty of the humble little wildflower at 
our feet, the fact remains that we need 

gregations of "pioneer" 
Baptists. 

We concluded that 
none but Lavoid Robert­
son, 35-year veteran of this 
area, could have put to­
gether a 2,400-mile jour­
ney through so much spec­
tacular scenery. Perhaps, 

ON MISSION 
TOGETHER 

inspiration to go for­
ward."---Olaus Murie, ear­
ly 1900s 

_ we came to speculate, such 
beauty and pristine wilder­
ness is one of the compen­
sations of serving the Lord William W. Marshall 

I "I know that when I 
have stood in nature's do­
main, rapt in wonder, in tlie 
presence of some manifes­
tation of her charm; per­
haps a sunset, a mighty 
unfolding of mountain 
ranges across the horizon, 
or the soft hooting of an 
owl in the dusk, at such 
times I can .harbor no ill­in so difficult an area of 

America' s mission field. 
Returning through West Yellow­

stone, Mont., and Jackson Hole, 
Wyo., we understood with new appre­
ciation why wilderness visionaries 
successfully, in many instances, lob­
bied to protect these areas for our chil­
dren and the generations beyond. This 
land virtually shouts to everyone who 
has eyes to see and ears to hear the 
silence: "Behold what glory hath the 
Creator made!" 

will toward my fellow man. I do not 
understand it but I feel it is God-giv­
en."---Olaus Murie, Wapiti Wilder-
ness 

I "Any fool can destroy trees. They 
cannot run away and even if they 
could, they would ~till be destroyed­
chased and hunted down as long as 
fun and a dollar could be got out of 
their bark-hides .... It took more than 
3,000 years to make some of the trees 
in these western woods. Through all 

and laity are hopeless illiterates when 
it comes to reading culture. Our fail­
ure to reach unchurched people often 
has more to do with being poor soci­
ologists than with being poor preach­
ers of the word. 

Warren has done what a savvy re­
tailer would do to make his or her store 
and its products attractive. He and his 
staff listened to their customers' 
needs, tried to eliminate barriers that 
thwart the experience of finding God 
at Saddleback and have pitched the 
gospel in a vocabulary the people un­
derstand. They have tossed aside the 
ancient, cracking wineskins by pour­
ing the sweet gospel wine into a glitzy 
vessel of modem alloy. 

An enduring contribution of the 
Saddleback story is the reminder that 
churches should have a reason for 
everything they do. Every service, 
program, meeting and initiative in our 
churches could stand the scrutiny of 
rigorous evaluation. If no good pur­
pose is achieved by it, call Dr. 
Kevorkian. Some programs that 
worked in the 1950s have no reason 
to see the next millennium. Sadly, 
many Baptist churches have so dei­
fied tradition that rigorous evaluation 
of programs and ministries cannot 
occur without loss of members or the 
reduction of a good pastor's tenure. 

Saddleback's style was designed 
for southern Californians, and Warren 
is quick to warn church leaders not to 
clone it in a different cultural context. 

Whether critic or cheerleader, you 
may want to give Warren the oppor­
tunity to plead his case. We have no 
right to expect an MTV world to 
groove on the Ed Sullivan Show. 

Mike Clingenpeel, a graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, is • 
a former pastor in Virginia who serves as 
editor of the Religious Herald, news jour­
nal of the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia. 

these years God has saved them from 
drought, disease, avalanches and a 
thousand straining, leveling tempests 
and floods; but he cannot save them 
from fools-only Uncle Sam can do 
that."- John Muir, 1890s 

I "Possibly, in our intuitive percep­
tions, ·which may be truer than our 
science and less impeded by words 
than our philosophies, we realize the 
indivisibility of the earth-its soil, 
mountains, rivers, forests, climate, 
plants and animals !}nd respect it col­
lectively not only as a useful servant 
but as a living being, vastly less alive 
than ourselves in degree, but vastly 
greater than ourselves in time and 
space- a being that was old when the 
morning stars sang together, and when 
the last of us is gathered unto his fa­
thers, will still be young."-Aldo Le­
opold, 1930s 

I "Wilderness enough to be the 
preservation of the world still exists. 
We can enjoy it today and save it for 
coming generations. Invite them to a 
clean world. If we do, they will want 
to know about us. But if we don't 
leave our descendants a habitable life­
affirming world, we'll deserve to be 
forgotten."--Calvin Rutstrum, 1978 

William W. Marshall is executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention_ 
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It took 3 trips to the airport, so 
we all played the blame game 
HESAID 

Mark Wingfield 

Some friends (who shall remain 
nameless but have consented to let us 
air their dirty laundry) recently asked 
for a ride to the airport on a Monday 
morning. They were willing to go to 
the airport about two hours early so I 
• cQuld drop them off on my way to 
work. 

Turns out two hours was barely 
enough for this trip to the airport, 
which normally takes about 15 
minutes. As I was helping them unload 

at the curbside check-in, they discovered they hadn't loaded 
the baby's stroller. 

A brief skirmish occurred on the sidewalk. Was it her 
fault, because she insisted on packing some the night 
before and some in the morning? Or was it his fault, 
because he broke the morning routine by taking the car out 

• to get bagels? Or did the fault lie with both, since they had 
talked about the stroller while drifting off to sleep that night 
but neither had gotten up out of-bed to put the stroller with 
the luggage? 

So, we left mother_ and baby at the airport with the 
luggage while father and I traveled back to their house to . 
get the stroller. No problem; they had plenty of time to 

. spare. 
After we arrived at the airport the second time, apologies 

were lavished profusely upon me and I departed for work. 
Unknown to me at the time, that was not the last trip to the 
airport that morning for our friends. They soon discovered 
that his wallet had been left at home. And, since U.S. 
airports have become police states due to security 
concerns, he couldn't get on the plane without a photo ID. 

They were too embarrassed to call me again, so they 
called another friend, who drove out to the airport, picked 
him up, took him back to the house again and then drove 
him to the airport a third time. Having started out two hours 
early, he ran on the plane just in time for the flight 
attendants to close the door behind him. 

It just doesn't pay to be early. 

SHESAID 
The focal point of this story, 

however, is how easy it is to blame 
each other when something goes 
wrong. 

In the case of our friends, he 
blamed her for the wallet fiasco, 
because if she hadn't wanted bagels 
that morning, he wouldn't have taken 
his wallet out of his carry-on and 

. . . tossed it in the car to get the bagels. 
Alison Wmgf1eld This break in routine (the bagels), was 

all her idea, he says, and therefore the 
left-behind wallet must also be her fault. 

Let the witness for the defense point out, however, that 
she says she was ready to go to the airport, and was 
preparing to go out and get the bagels herself when he 
offered to go get them for her. She didn't force him to get in 
the car and go get them. 

But I hesitate to take sides. 
It is easy to make fun of our friends' follies, but Mark and 

I often find ourselves placing blame on each other when 
things go wrong. Our natural tendency is to want to find a 
scapegoat on which to take out our frustrations rather than 
accept responsibility, or to realize that sometimes bad 
things just happen, whether we like it or not. _ 

Of course, if I had been taking them to the airport, none 
of this would have happened. They wouldn't have had to go 
early, and, as an experienced kid-traveler, I would have 
asked about the stroller. So, I guess we can all blame Mark. 

OPIN·ION 
How much do you know about abortion? 

Abortion is back in the news again, and the debate 
is once again producing more heat than light. 

The latest skirmish is over RU-486, also known as 
the "abortion pill." Clearly, this is an important issue 
on grounds of public health and morality. But debat­
ing the merits of this new abortion-inducing drug reg­
imen does nothing to further the debate that ultimate­
ly matters: Does America really want_the kind of abor­
tion on demand that the 1973 Roe vs. Wade Supreme 
Court decision allows? 

tion. Planned Parenthood, the nation's largest abor­
tion provider, reports that only about half of teenagers 
seeking abortions have discussed the issue with a par­
ent. 
- I Women who obtain abortions are predominantly 
25 years of age or younger, white and unmarried. 
However, as a percentage of population, the abortion 
rate for black women of child-bearing age is about 
three times that for white women of child-bearing age. 

Amid all the opinions, here are some 
facts you may not have heard lately. These 

EDITORIAL 
I According to Roe vs. Wade, states 

may not restrict abortions performed in the 
first trimester. Some restrictions may be 

placed on abortions beyond the first trimester, but are drawn from various reputable sources, such as the 
Centers for Disease Control, and include statistics cit­
ed both by pro~abortion and anti-abortion groups. 

I Each year, about 1.6 million abortions are per­
formed in the United States. Each year, about 4 mil­
lion live births are reported in the United States, mean­
ing there is one abortion for every three live births. In 
recent years, the ratio of abortions to live births has 
decreased slightly. 

• states may not ban abortions altogether until the fetus 
is considered "viable," meaning it is capable of sur­
viving outside the mother's womb. 

I The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that the deter­
mination of viability is not an exact science, so that • 
decision must be left to the "good faith" judgment of 
an attending physician. That physician may be an abor­
tion provider. 

I About 35 million legal abortions have been per­
formed in the United States since 1973. 

I Planned Parenthood reports these as the top 10 
reasons a woman chooses abortion: (1) She isn't ready 
for the change becoming a parent would bring; (2) 
She cannot afford a baby now; (3) She doesn't want 
to be a single parent and won't or can't marry the 
child's father; (4) She is not ready for the responsibil-

191 percent of reported abortions are perfofJTled in 
the first trimester ( 12 weeks) of pregnancy. That means 
about 144,000 second- and third-trimester abortions 
are performed in the United States every year. 

I By the fourth week of pregnancy, a tiny heart is 
pumping blood inside the embryo. By the sixth week, 
fingers are clearly forming. By the eleventh week, the 
embryo has . become a fetus, a body that jerks and 
moves, hiccups and flexes its arms and legs. 

I 39 percent of abortions after the first trimester 
are performed on teenagers. 

. ity of a child; (5) She doesn't want anyone to know 
she has had sex or is pregnant; (6) She is too young or 
immature to have a child; (7) She has all the children 
she wants; (8) Her husband or partner wants her to 
have an abortion; (9) She or the fetus has a health prob­
lem; (10) She was a victim of rape or incest. 

I Parents of teenagers must give their consent for 
most any surgical procedure to be performed on their 
children, except for the surgical procedure of an abor-

Study these facts, and then take the time to learn 
more. Then you decide: What should be done about 
abortion in America? 

The word made cheap 
By Dale Hanson. Bourke 

In the small Midwestern town 
where I grew up, there was something 
considered more valuable than wealth 
and more important than status. It was 
simply a person's word. 

If your word was trusted, you had 
credit at the local store and clout at 

was recently brought home to me dur- . 
ing a discussion with my 9-year-old 
son. Trying to teach him to stay away 
from rain-swollen waters, I told · him 
about a boy who had been swept 
down a normally calm creek while 
measuring the depth of the water with 
a stick. 

"How do you know that really hap­
pened?" he challenged. 

"Because I read about it in the 
newspaper," I replied. 

- Mark Wingfield 

tens to all views and believes nothing. 
And a few of us are left in the middle 
trying to pick and choose among cred­
ible sources of information. 

How can we bring value back to 
our words? One way is to stop cheap­
ening them and move· them back to 
the place of value they once occupied. 

We do that one person at a time­
living by our words, not using them 
as idle threats, meaningless excuses or 
anonymous ammunition. the PT A meeting. You 

were a respected mem­
ber of the community 
whether you were a 

COMMENTARY Looking smug he 
responded, "Oh, mom, 
you can't believe what · 

you read in newspapers. They just 
make that stuff up." 

We may not be able to change all 
of society, but we have some control 
over our own homes. We can teach 
our children that words have power 
for good and evil and that childhood 
insults are often the beginnings of life­
long verbal abuse. 

farmer or a business person, a home­
maker or a teacher. 

You knew something was true be­
cause Mr. Brown said so. You grew 
concerned about a problem because 
the issue was raised by Mrs. Jones. 

Today I live in a world with in­
creasing amounts of information, but 
decreasing credibility. Words fly at 
me from letters, voice mail, faxes and 
e-mail. I tum on my computer and find 
experts willing to address any subject. 

For all of the wonders of the Inter­
net, one of its most disconcerting as­
pects is that information is cheap. 

The often-anonymous world of the 
Internet has become the opposite of 
my childhood experience. People can 
say anything without losing their cred­
ibility. Information is everywhere. But 
whose word can be trusted? 

This cultural cynicism about words 

Beyond my dismay at his view of 
the media, I was saddened by his ear­
ly loss of innocence. At age 9, I be­
lieved people when they told me 
something. Tyler has already become 
a cynic. 

A counselor at iny older son's 
school told the parents that, despite 
education programs on the hazards of 
smoking, alcohol and drugs, many of 
the students still choose these behav­
iors. One of the reasons they cite is 
that they don't believe the informa­
tion. They think the statistics are scare 
tactics made up by adults. 

This national distrust of words has 
created a perplexing irony. Some of 
the population listens to extremist 
views and believes · them without 
question. Much of the population lis-

We can thank those who refrain 
from gossip and encourage those who 
stand by their word. We can call to 
account those who make unjust or 
cowardly criticisms. 

We can tell politicians and other 
leaders that we do not want to hear 
pettiness or mean-spiritedness in cam­
paigns. And we can ask religious lead­
ers to remember that they are the keep­
ers of a sacred trust and should not use 
idle words for personal benefit. 

We need to learn to stand by our 
words and ask others to do the same. 
(RNS) 

Dale Hanson Bourke is publisher of 
Religion News Service and author of 
"Tum Toward the Wind." 
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NATION-
Coalition & Call have different political action plans 

"We'll distribute 
17 million 

Congr-.ssional 
scorecards and 45 

million non­
partisan voter 
• guides. If you 

think we turned 
out a large vote in 

1994, you ain't 
seen nothing yet." 

Ralph Reed, executive 
director of the Christian 

Coalition 

"We don't want to 
be a power bloc in 

either party. We 
will have the spirit 
of a movement and 
the organization of 

a network." 
Jim Wallis, an organizer 

of Call to Renewal 

By David Anderson & Joan Connell 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- With 
white evangelical voters up for grabs 
in November, evangelicals from the 
left and the right converged on Wash­
ington earlier this month, offering two 
competing visions of what religion­
based politics should be. 

The Christian Coalition, a power­
ful force in the Republican Party, con­
vened its sixth annual "Road to Vic­
tory" conference Sept. 13. 

More than 3,500 people attended 
the gathering to hear an array of con­
servative luminaries condemn the pol­
icies and personal morality of Presi­
dent Bill Clinton and set a political 
machine in motion to get religious 
conservatives to the polls. 

Across town, Call to Renewal, a 
newly organized group of progressive 
evangelicals and a sprinkling of Ro­
man Catholics and mainline Protes­
tants, drew more than 600 people to a 
national forum on faith and politics. 
Casting itself as an alternative to the 
Christian Coalition, Call to Renewal 
offered a far different vision of reli- · 
gion-based politics: not a political 
machine, but a movement of social 
and spiritual renewal. 

The Christian Coalition and Call to 
Renewal have vastly different politi­
cal visions, but many of their mem­
bers share the same religious roots. 
Evangelical Christians, who by some 
estimates comprise one-third of the 
electorate, have been squarely in the 

■ Group riqu11~~J•ii1iW'e!i~ge::;,-~f lnte.rfaith'A.11.i~~be, • a if\ 
group of maih$tream P(CJJ~s,arit; Ro.man Catholic and ;Jewish ' 
religii:t4s leadersmonitoringtllerole.of religion in public life, 
this'~9ntl1 asked ·cahgidat~s·tor natigpal offip~ to ~igr.a i <i 
pledg~:pf cjvjlity. ·<lWea,sk candidatefto repudiate the use elf .. ' 
religiona~a:weapol'!to demonize.those whoqe religious or. \/ 
political beli.ets differf rom:thefrs; ". said .AlbertPennYtiacket ... \. • 
·pr~:§l~~Qfgf)fie.J.W§-y~~·- ' ciJi ;,, •••• ,.· •• r•c,• 

12~s~131/_'fo:overf1ae"Jir~sident' c1loion;s ~~to ·. 
ftia.l:~frth·J\bpltiop·. $anAbt;1J.n~1 §eAate; which; ; 

' Origin~lly supported t~e meas1ire.: 54.44; watnot predicte 
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Drug Administration informeq the Population Council, holder 
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. information on rnanufactu,ring and lab~ling before rna.king .~. (. 
':·•· fiii!ll .. ~~cisj911: IM~.QA:!ll~d;gav~ .. ePprgv!ll .•• tof Pla.nn~q··•f<.:: 
' Parenthoodfederatiop of ArrJerica to hold·clinicaltrlafson ·· 

ariC>therdrl!g"induced:abgftibn procedure: •• • • • ·.• 
=:)?/- ,:iJ:.:':'t{""::-\:::c •• ,:L.:/.{:.,.·:.:: /::,;,-:•.<_::::-;<' .,.,),,>' 

6 · WESTE~N ~ECORDER 1111 SEPTEMBER 2.4, 1996 

Republican camp ·since Ronald Re­
agan was first nominated as a presi­
dential candidate in 1980. But this 
year things are different. 

A CNN poll shows Clinton has the 
support of 35 percent of self-identi­
fied evangelical voters- more than 
any Democrat since Jimmy Carter. 

Dole, who has distanced himself 
from the Christian .Coalition and the 
platform it helped craft at the Repub­
lican National Convention in San Di­
ego, made a surprise appearance Sat­
urday, delivering brief remarks before 
introducing his vice presidential run­
ning-mate, Jack Kemp. 

"I know some in this country don't 
appreciate you, but we do," Dole said, 
pledging that, if elected, he would 
uphold a controversial ban on late­
term abortions, which Clinton vetoed. 

Kemp praised the Coalition's ef­
forts to be part of the political main­
stream and delivered a gentle sermon 
on the value of moderation. 

"It is easy to be tolerant when we 
think the other person may be right; 
bµt tolerance is called for precisely 
when we are convinced that he is ut­
terly wrong," Kemp said. "There are 
few greater tests of loving our neigh­
bor than the working of a democratic 
government. And I salute the men and 
women of this coalition who are in­
volved in helping make government 
work, helping mobilize public opin­
ion and helping change laws that are 
unjust." 

Clinton and Gore turned down in­
vitations to address the Coalition. Re- • 

form Party candidate Ross Perot met 
with a cool reception when he spoke 
Friday. 

Ralph Reed, executive director of 
the Christian Coalition, warned Re­
publicans that they ignore at their peril 
the moral agenda of the Religious 
Right. "If you want to retain control 
of-the House and Senate- and you 
want to have any chance at all of gain­
ing the White House- you had better 
not retreat from the pro-life and pro­
family stands that made you a major­
ity party in the first place," Reed said, 
vowing that the Coalition intended to 
remain a major political player. 

''The true purpose of this meeting 
is not to be courted by candidates, but 
to launch a voter election campaign," 
Reed said. "We will register 1 million 
new voters in 100,000 churches across 
America. We'll distribute 17 million 
Congressional scorecards and 45 mil­
lion non-partisan voter guides. If you 
think we turned out a large vote in 
1994, you ain't seen nothing yet." 

While the Christian Coalition con­
centrated on policy and organizing 
tactics, Call to Renewal centered on a 
justice-based spiritual citizenship. 

Evangelical social activist Jim 
Wallis, editor of Sojourners magazine 
and one of the prime organizers of 
Call to Renewal, said the group in­
tends to press for a new political 
movement based on concern for the 
poor, racial reconciliation, rebuilding 
the family and challenging racism. 

"But we're not going to be a mir­
ror image of the Christian Coalition," 

Wallis said. "We don't want to be a 
power bloc in either party. We will 
have the spirit of a movement and the 
organization of a network." 

-Bill Bradley, who is retiring from 
the U.S. Senate at the end of the year, 
told Call to Renewal that he finds "a 
yearning out there in America that is 
deeper than the material (things) in our 
life" but also, sometimes, "an unwill­
ingness to hear the message." 

Americans, he said, are tired of the 
"mind-numbing shouting match be­
tween two opposing parties" and of a 
politics controlled by special interests, 
the ambition of politicians and the 
political slogans that emerge from fo­
cus groups. 

''The language of the market says 
to get as much as you can as quick as 
you can," he said of the Republican 
vision, while the Democratic vision is 
that "government tells other people 
what is right for them and then does it 
for them." 

Instead, Bradley said, the nation 
needs an image of "a civil society in 
which one gives to another human 
being without expectation of anything 
in return."' • 

Though the Christian Coalition and 
Call to Renewal share the same reli­
gious roots, an attempt to bring the 
two groups together for a joint prayer 
service failed. 
• "I invited Ralph Reed to join us 

tonight in a joint prayer service for 
civility. He said it was a good idea but 
that scheduling problems prevented 
it," Wallis said. 

Washington Post investigates church fires 
WASHINGTON (RNS)- More 

than one0third of those charged in re­
cent months in connection with the 
burning of largely African-American 
churches are black themselves, feder­
al law enforcement officers have told 
the Washington Post. 

"The new figures show a far dif­
ferent picture than that created by tele­
vision images of smoldering black 
churches (last) summer," the newspa­
per reported Sept. 14. With about 100 
arrests so far, racial hatred, "although 
a leading factor, is but one of several 

motives," the Post said. 
According to the arrest figures cit­

ed by the newspaper, nearly two­
thirds of those arrest~d for burning 
black churches are white. Thirty-four 
percent of those arrested are African-
American. • • 

Investigators found 44 percent of • 
the fires reported over the past 21 
months were started by juveniles. 

Just how many of the fires were 
racially motivated is unclear, accord­
ing to Deval Patrick, head of the Jus­
tice Department's civil rights division. 

In response to pressure from civil 
rights groups, coupled with intense 
media attention, ·the rash of church 
burnings prompted President Clinton 
to launch one of the biggest civil rights 
investigations in the past two decades. 
Various religious agencies also col­
lected funds to help rebuild burned 
churches, 

However, the newspaper reported, 
of the 230 fires investigated, only 41 
percent involve churches with pre­
dominantly black congregations. The 
rest were predominantly white. 

'Pole' prayer event growing, promoter says 
SAN DIEGO (RNS)-As the aca- But while some view • "See You at 

demic year began, another annual rit- . the Pole" as a prime example of stu­
ual took place Sept. 18 in public dent-initiated prayer that is well with­
schools around the nation: the annual in the guidelines of constitutionally 
"See You at the Pole" event, in which protected religious activity in public 
Christian students gathered around the school, others are skeptical. 
flagpole to pray. 'This is not a spontaneous, student-
. The movement, which began with initiated event. It's a well-orchestrat-

• ~ regional gathering in Texas in 1990, ed outside event masquerading as 
_ lJas: grQ\Yn by about S0Q,000 &~1.Jdents spon~neous stude~t expressi9.n," said 
:1,eaeh 1y~~r. ,acco~~ng .tP; D04g ~,l}fk, ... 1B~fY: Ly~q;,, ~~yc,utive_.dir.~c;/pr_ of 

promotion coord1hat-0r:for the prayer · Aniencans Uruted for the Separ~t10n 
event. Last year, Clark .said, 2.5 mil- of Church and State, a Washington, 
lion students reportedly participated. D.C.-based watchdog organization·. 

"It's a simple thing where students , "These rallies may be hard·to chal-
are simply taking the leadership and lenge on constitutional grounds, but 
ownership to gather on their campus they do tend to splinter student groups 
and pray," said Clark, director of field into 'Christian' and 'not Christian,' or 
ministries for the National Network of 'real Christian' and 'other people' in 
Youth Ministries in San Diego. a way that does a disservice to the real 

"See You at the Pole" is supported unification of people that should oc­
by more than 75 denominations and cur on public school property," Lynn 
ministries, including the Southern said. 
Baptist Convention. Clark resists such criticism, insist-

ing that adults and outside organiza­
tions only play a supporting role in 
"See You at the Pole" activities. 

"I don't think adults should be 
spectators at 'See You at the Pole,' We 
encourage them to participate but to 
do it from a distance,'' Clark said. "But 

• the point is to let the students lead their 
own activities." 

In gen!!ral, the event is part of a 
,Jarge.f effoJ.1 . to io.volve st4dents in 
• Christian mJ.iiis.tfies oi;i. .ind\ '.Jff cam­

pus. 
The prayer e\ent and other activi­

ties, such a:s t.he True Love Waits sex­
ual abstinence campaign and student­

. run Bible clubs in public schools, are 
"all cousins,'' Clark said. 

"I see it as being a springboard ... 
to a missionary movement on junior 
high, high (school and) college cam­
puses," he added. "Prayer_is the basis. 
It needs to be the foundation and so 
they're starting at the right place." 
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Group says 159,000 Christians die annually for beliefs I 
Continued from page 1 
director of operations for Global 
Evangelization Movement. 

The number of martyrs is rising, he 
noted, primarily because of the growth 
of Christianity worldwide. "With 
more Christians, there are more mar­
tyrs." 

New efforts in previously unevan­
gelized nations also is resulting in per -
secution, primarily from followers of 
that area's majority religion, he said. 
"Kickback, you might call it." 

Global Evangelization Movement 
predicts 165,000 Christians will be 
killed for their faith in the year 2000. 
That number could grow to 300,000 
martyrs by 2025, Long said. 

About 600 missionaries with the 
Southern Baptist Convention Foreign 
Mission Board serve in "World A" 
territories, where such persecution is 
most likely, said Lewis Meyer, FMB 
vice president for World A strategies. 
World A territories are areas where 
less than 50 percent of the population 
has access to the Christian message. 

Meyers said he knows of no FMB 
missionaries who have been physical­
ly harmed, but several have been 
threatened through their association 
with local Christians. 

The FMB is adding a component 
to its orientation to train. missionaries 
mentally for the likelihood of perse­
cution, Meyers said. 

The training also will help mission­
aries disciple new Christians who are 
likely to be persecuted, he said. "One 

of the things that they (missionaries) 
have got to handle is 'If I hadn't won 
this man to the Lord, he wouldn't be 
persecuted like this."' 

The Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship, a missions agency started by 
Southern Baptists dissatisfied with the 
SBC's leadership, has 84 missionar-

. ies in World A territories, said spokes-
man David Wilkinson. • 

Christians encounter severe recep­
tions in many countries, but Winkler 

. said Sudan is the worst. Radical Mus­
lims "come into villages and maim the 
Christians, leaving them half-alive," 
he said. "They steal the children, forc­
ing them into schools to study the 
Koran." 

Persecution can greatly strengthen 
or greatly weaken Christianity in a 
region, added Parks. 

"Practically none of us are willing 
to voluntarily make choices of com­
mitment that we might make if we 
were forced to make them," he said . . 
"Persecution causes a stronger kind of 
Christianity that does grow, but I think 
persecution can grow to the point that 
really does stifle Christianity." 

Awareness of Christian persecu­
tion is growing, said Winkler, who 
posts exhibits at Promise Keepers ral­
lies. 

Long ri.oted the Internet has low­
ered information barriers to learning 
about persecution. 

He said Christian interest in mar­
tyrdom could be sparked by "God's 
spirit pushing us to be more interest-

ed in the Great Commission," to 
preach the Christian message to au· 
nations. 

"One of the best ways to raise 
awareness for the unevangelized is to 
raise awareness for martyrdom," he 
said. 

Many in America also are taking 
notice. 

In August, U.S. Rep Frank Wolf, 
of Virginia, introduced a "sense of the 
House" resolution condemning the 
persecution of Christians and asking 
President Clinton to expand govern­
ment efforts to combat persecution of 
Christians. Last week, the U.S. Sen­
ate passed a similar resolution. 

Also last week,. Religion News 
Service reported the Clinton adminis­
tration will soon establish an adviso­
ry panel to recommend U.S. policy 
responses to religious persecution 
around the world. 

At this year's Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in New 
Orleans, messengers passed a resolu­
tion to.observe the day of prayer Sept. 
29 and urging U.S. government lead­
ers to "uphold the fundamental free­
dom of religious liberty in the conduct 
of foreign policy." 

Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission trustees voted this month 
to mail information about persecuted 
Christians to every Southern Baptist 
pastor. 

Winkler said Christians' two best 
weapons against persecution are 
prayer and letters. 

__ -fction$'.~h reiig 
;s , ,1obilizes §t.ippprtf, 
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. publicizes . 
an rights. lta 

cl forreligious reasv, ,v .. 
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\ 296-5101. • • • . . 
• ■ World EvangeUcal fellqwship'. The Fellowship has 
promoted the international da,y of prayer for the persecuted 
Church, Sept. 29. P.O. Box WE~, Wheaton, IL 60189; (630) 
668-0440. ·•·· • • •• 

Voice of the Martyrs encourages 
Christians to be informed about spe­
cific incidents and countries in order 
to pray more specifically, Winkler 
said. "That is our greatest weapon." 

Letter-writing campaigns have 
helped free some Christians, he add­
ed. "Many times we've seen that if 
thousands of people write a particular 
government official about a specific 
person who is in jail, that Christian 
will be released early." 

Professor questions religious freedoms in eastern Europe 
WASHINGTON (ABP)--Despite 

constitutional language to the con­
trary, some nations in central and east­
ern Europe have less religious free­
dom now than when they belonged to 
the Soviet Union, said a British schol­
ar. 

Eileen Barker, professor of sociol­
ogy at the London School of Econom­
ics, said laws and constitutions in 
former Soviet states are not the best 
indicators of religious freedom there. 

Some countries are using constitu­
tions left over from the last decade, 

- while others have changed or are in 
the process of changing their consti­
tutions. 

"Generally speaking, the rhetoric 

is for freedom of religion for every­
body and indeed, a division between 
church and state," she said. "But this 
is done in a wide variety of ways." 

In some cases, religious groups are 
not allowed to proselytize, which 
evangelical groups see as their prima­
ry purpose. 

Barker said the traditional, estab­
lished churches sometimes view mi­
nority sects as a threat. 

Barker has studied the situation in 
Armenia in depth, including several 
personal visits. 

Armenia, located east of Turkey 
and north of Iran, is one example of 
the struggle for religious freedom in 
~ountries that were traditionally Chris-

tian, she said. 
Armenia's history is centered in 

the Christian church. It became the 
world's first "Christian" nation in the 
year 301. The Apostolic Church, as 
the dominant church is known, played 
political and social roles that were as 
important as its religious role. Barker 
said. 

"It has been a defining character­
istic that you belong to the Armenian 
Apostolic Church almost as a birth­
right. And anyone who rejects it is not 
then considered Armenian," she said. 

In 1991 Armenia became an inde­
pendent republic. Officially, there has 
been separation of church and state, 
but Barker said religions are not al-

lowed to proselytize. The Apostolic 
Church enjoys a special relationship 
with the state, she added. 

Between April 18 and April 24, 
1994, several para-military groups 
confiscated property, vandalized 
church buildings and hurt church lead­
ers. A Baptist church was burned to 
the ground and several missionaries 
were encouraged to leave the coun­
try, she said. 

The only group not attacked that 
she knew of were the Mormons, Bark­
er said. The Mormons said God saved 
them, but Barker pointed out that the 
Mormons own a cement factory, 
which employs a lot of people in Ar­
menia. 
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CHURCHES 
I Holy Spirit & prayer credited with cong~egation's growth 

OVERFLOWING Buck Run 
Baptist Church is 

overflowing in many ways. . 
The waters of the baptistry 
remain full, with baptismal 
services held every week. 

Here, Associate Pastor Rob 
• Jackson baptizes a new 

believer. Many of the new 
believers reached by the 

church are adults. 
However, the median age 

of the congregation is 
relatively young, and the 

church's programs for 
children ( right) are 

overflowir.g 
as· a result. 

lnterrobang 'P 
An interrobang is a little-known, 

little-used punctuation mark which 
combines a question mark and an 
exclamation point designed for use 
at the end of an exclamatory rhe­
torical question. 

The Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion is Kentucky Baptists' best-kept 
secret, isn't it1 Maybe .. . maybe -
not. 

Your Foundation has been pro­

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

FRANKFORT- Don't ask Robert 
Jackson for a 10-step plan to help your 
church experience the same kind ·of 
growth Buck Run Baptist Church has 
known since 1990. 

.There is no such easy explanation 
for what has happened at Buck Run, 
he said. ''The Holy Spirit is in con­
trol. 

"When the Spirit is in control, you 
Cllll u·se the poorest methods in the 
world, and the church will grow. 
When the Spirit is not in control, you 
can use the best methods in the world 
and the church will not grow." 

Buck Run baptizes people every 
Sunday, yet revival services aren't the 

sionally-managed church invest­
ments service. 

The late A.M. Vollmer, the 
first full~tirne administrative offic­
er of the Foundation, made this 
1964 observation about the Foun­
dation's ministry: 

"The Foundation has been in 
the past, and will continue to be 
in the future, iny first love among 
all of our Baptist projects.. This is 

true because it lives to viding individuals, 
churches, associations 
and institutions with 
various financial and 
estate planning consul­
tation and church/insti­
tutional investment 
management services 
since 1945. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

strengthen all the rest." 
I affirm his observa­
tion. The Foundation 
does not exist for itself 
but for the rest of our 
Kentucky Baptist fam­
ily of individuals, · 
churches, associations, 
institutions and agen­
cies. 

As a result, users of 
our services have expe­
rienced the benefits of 
Kentucky Baptists' 
only trust agency and Barry Allen 
the blessings of our 

If you have not yet 
called upon us to assist 
you, please give Laurie 
Valentine, our trust 

counsel, and me that privilege. 
There is no cost or: obligation. 
You may contact us at: P.O. Box 

Lord for their faithful steward­
ship. To them the Foundation is 
no secret, and a growing number 
of individuals are discovering 
how helpful it is to have a compe­
tent and trustworthy third party 
relationship with whom to discuss 
their very personal and private fi­
nancial and stewardship interests. 

• 436389, Louisville, KY 40253-
6389; (502) 244-6466. 

And a growing number of 
churches are expressing interest in 
our church endowment giving 
program, our financial/estate · 
planning seminars and our profes-

Haven't you heard? The secret 
is out. Why not get in on the se­
cret that can change your life and 
the lives of those who need the 
· "touch of the Master's hand"'P 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, Ky. 
40223. 
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cause, he said. "We've had only one 
three-day revival, and it took us three 
months to get over it," he said. 

Ongoing evangelism training pro­
grams, although successful in many 
churches, have not been 
the cause of Buck Run' s 
growth. The church has 
no formal evangelism 
training program other 
than an occasional one­
day workshop. 

Location isn't the an­
swer either. Buck Run is 
located on both sides of 
a two:lane highway in a rural area just 
outside Frankfort, not a burgeoning 
suburb of a mega-city. 

Worship style may be a factor in 
the church's growth, but the congre-

gation has not made any radical 
swings to a contemporary style or 
even brought in a new young face to 
lead worship. The church's music 
minister, Z.T. Lester, has served the 

congregation 28 years. 
He plans a blended ser­
vice of traditional 
hymns and contempo~ 
rary music, aided by a 
small instrumental 
group. 

The church has 
many other healthy pro­
grams- including those 

for children, youth and senior adults­
but none of these is cited as a primary 
reason for the church's growth. 

What do get cited repeatec!ly are 
the congregation's vision and reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit through prayer. 

"Our people expect remarkable 
things to happen," said Jackson, the 
church's pastor since 1990. "We lim­
it ourselves only by the limits we place 
on God." 

Thom Rainer, dean of the Billy 
Graham School of Evangelism, 
Church Growth and Missions at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, featured Buck Run in his 1994 
book "Eating the Elephant." 

"Ultimately, true revival comes 
from a sovereign God, not from hu­
man efforts," Rainer noted. "In my 
humble estimation, that is the story of 
Buck Run. One servant, open to the • 
work of God, has led an entire con- . 

, 'gregation Jo ~ openness for. the hand 
of God to. move upon their church." -

- -- ~ 
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CHURCHES 
Outward focus fuels Buck Hun's excitement, pastor says 
Continued from page 1 
clear leading of God to do so. 

And then the call came from Buck 
Run. Their pastor had left, the church 
was down to about 120 in worship 
attendance, would he return to lead 
them? 

Upon hearing that message over 
the phone, "it was like warm oil was 
poured on my head and ran all the way 
down my back," Jackson said. 

Jackson and his wife, Gail, re­
turned to Frankfort. 

Ask anyone who's been at Buck 
Run for long what's the source of the 
church's phenpmenaL' growth spurt 
since then and you'll get a one-word 
answer: "Prayer." 

For years--even before Jackson 
returned as pastor- faithful members 
of the church met in small groups to 
pray that God would work a miracle 
among them, not knowing how or 
when God might answer their prayer. 

Today, they continue to pray for 
• God's Spirit to grow the church and 

minister to the needs of their commu­
nity. Every gathering of the congre­
gation includes times to pray for spe­
cific people and needs. And every 
Saturday morning, dozens of Buck 
Run members gather at the church to 
pray by name for their friends, rela­
tives and neighbors who are not Chris-

11 

tians. 
"Prayer is something our church • 

has found to be such a marvelous ex­
perience in getting in touch with God 
and his power," Jackson said. "There 
are very few people who walk the 

• aisle on Sunday who haven't been 
prayed for on Saturday." 

On the numerical side; Buck Run 
has grown from average worship at­
tendance of 120 in 1990 • 
to 600 today. Sunday 
school attendance has 
been slowed by the di­
vided campus, but 
nonetheless has grown 
from 122 in 1990 to 
400 today. 

The church has bap­
tized from one· to five 
people-often adults­
every Sunday through the summer 
and into early fall. Jackson predicts as 
many as 70 people will be baptized 
this year. 

The church receives from 50 to 70 
visitors every Sunday. Discipleship 
groups are booming, as is missions 
involvement. 

Buck Run has pioneered a unique 
missions partnership with Baptists in 
Romania by which they are helping 
start and nurture more than 20 church­
es in that former communist nation. 

Members of Lone Oak First Baptist Church have 
been personally involved in the ministries of our 
Kentucky Baptist agencies and institutions. 

Therefore, it is no wonder 
Lone Oak First Baptist 
supports the Eliza Broadus 
State Mission Offering. 
When they read the names 
of places like Oneida, 
Clear Creek, Glen Dale, 
Spring Meadows, 
Jonathan Creek and other 
colleges, they see the 
faces of people who 
serve in a personal way. 
They want to contribute, 

not just to support the institution, but to 
be a part of the ministerial-extended arm of all 
those vyho serve. It is an exciting ·adventure to 
participate in the Eliza Broadus Offering, and we 
hope you wm join us. Willis Henson, pastor of 
Lone Oak First Baptist Church in Paducah 

Bold~ 601 ~upport the Eliza Broadui 
~tate Miuiom Offering 
1qqb 6oal: $800,000 

Through an organization called Ro­
manian-American Mission, Buck Run 
has elicited cooperation from other 
Great Commission churches to start 
churches, perform ministry and train 
leaders in Romania. 

On the home front, Buck. Run 
works closely with a Baptist miriistry 
in Pippa Passes, has a ministry to the 
deaf, conducts a campground minis­

try near Frankfort every 
summer, sponsors a jail 
ministry and trailer park 
ministry and is prepar­
ing to launch two new 
satellite congregations. 

This outward focus 
adds to the excitement at 
Buck Run, Jackson ex­
plained. "Many people 
join because they want 

to see Christianity in shoe leather. 
"We feel that the church is the 

body of Christ and is the continual 
representation of Christ to the world. 
Whatever Jesus was involved in, 
that's what we should be doing." 

Financially, Buck Run has grown 
from a $171,000 budget in 1990 to a 
more than $500,000 budget today. 
Less than two years ago, the congre­
gation built a new worship center and 
educational building across the high­
way from their historic building at a 

cost of about $2 million. 
Buddy Costigan, who lives next­

door to the church and has been a 
member since 1938, marvels at this 
accomplishment: "It hasn't been long 

· since we had less than a $100,000 
budget." 

Enthusiasm permeates the congre­
gation. "People say they can't wait 
until the next time to go to church," 
Costigan reported. 

Bobby and. Kathy Casey visited 
Buck Run soon after they moved from 
Shelbyville to Frankfort about three 
years ago. Today, he is chairman of 
deacons and they both are deeply in­
volved in various aspects of the 
church's ministry. 

"We had a list of seven churches 
to visit," Bobby Casey explained. 
"But we came here first and never 
went to another one on that list." 

The excitement generated at 
church spills over into the places 
where Buck Run members work, said 
Casey, a postal carrier. "People ask, 
'What's going on at your church that 
makes you so excited?'" • 

The answer to that question, ac­
cording to Jackson and other church 
members, is the Holy Spirit. 

"We cannot explain it," Jackson 
said, "but God has anointed this 
church for this time." 

YOU 

CAN SUPPORT STATE MISSIONS 

THROUGH YOUR 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION 

KE'NTUCKY, 
BAPT.l-Stf 
FOUND.A.TI ON. 

HERE'S HOW: 

,.,.Create your own or add to an existing ENDOWMENT FUND 

... Include a BEQUEST in your Will or Trust 

... Enter into a CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 

• ,A Establish a CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST - ~ ~ . - ~ . \. ~- ' . 

Contact Barry Allen for more information ..... 

Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
P. 0. Box 436389 

Louisville, Kentucky 40253-6389 , , 
(502) 244-6466 

"Many people join 
because they want 
to see Christianity. 
in shoe leather." 
Robert Jackson, pastor 
of Buck Run Baptist 
Church 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 24, 1996 9 



"Attitudinal issues 
are the most 

important 
indicators of 

church health." 
Vernon Cole 

CHURCHES 
KBC study examines church health· in ·Kentucky 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

What are the common character­
istics of growing churches in Ken.: 
tucky? 

A first-of-its-kind statewide 
study of issues such as this current­
ly is being completed by the church 
growth and administration division 
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The survey draws upon respons­
es from 1,360 pastors, church staff 
members and lay leaders in congre­
gations identified as growing, pla­
teaued and declining. Vernon Cole, 
director of the KBC church growth 
and administration division, con­
ducted the research in conjunction 
with Cynthia Woolever of Midway 
College. 

Results of the survey will be re­
ported in installments through the 
Western Recorder over the next 
year, along with feature stories high­
lighting specific Kentucky Baptist 
churches. 

The research also will form the 
basis for a "Church Health Summit" 
sponsored by the KBC in October 
1997 at First Baptist Church of 
Bowling Green. 

Cole said the survey demon-

strates that while programs may be 
important to church health in some 
ways, they are not the primary indi­
cator of church health and growth. 

"A lot of programming stuff we 
do does not automatically produce 
growth," he explained. 

"For example, visitation in and of 
itself does not automatically guaran­
tee growth. 

"The bigger indica­
tor is the attitude peo­
ple have related to the 
programing they do. If 
the church has a bad 
attitude or is in a bad 
mood, it's going to be 
reflected in their sing­
ing, in the way they in­
teract and relate and 
greet one another and 
consequently in the way they teach 
Sunday school and do visitation. 

"The secret is not the doing of ac­
tivity but the attitude that's behind 
the activity. 

"Attitudinal issues are the most 
important indicators of church 
health," Cole said. "Churches in the 
growth category have made the de­
cision to change." 

The change required "may be 
nothing more than the decision that 

we're going to be positive about 
what we're doing," he said. "Or it 
may be a change to add new Sun­
day school classes. It may be a 
change in the way the pastor goes 
about doing the worship service. It 
could be the way they make deci­
sions." 

The survey identified dozens of 
characteristics that are common to 

churches regardless of 
whether they are expe­
riencing growth, are 
plateaued or are in de­
cline. • 

The appearance of 
these characteristics 
across all growth cat­
egories means they are 
not clear indicators of 
church growth, even 

though they may serve worthy pur­
poses, Cole said. 

For example, setting a baptism 
goal may be a step toward church 
growth, but that alone does not lead 
to church growth. The KBC survey 
found that declining churches and 
plateaued churches set baptism 
goals just as well as growing church- . 
es. 

Other characteristics found in de­
clining churches, plateaued church-

es and growing churches alike in­
clude: 

I A regular visitation program. 
I Participation in a programmed 

growth or evangelistic campaign. 
I Planning a "high . attendance" 

Sunday. 
·1 A pastor who believes evange­

lism is the most important aspect of 
church work. 

I Distance in miles the church's 
lay leaders live from the church. 

I Number of hours lay leaders 
spend in church activities. 

I Re-evalutation of church poli­
cies and programs. 

I Number of years the pastor has 
served the congregation. 

I Number of full-time or part­
time staff members. 

I Being known for specialized 
ministries. 

I Lay leaders know their spiritu­
al gifts and feel they are being well 
applied in the church. 

I Congregation is concerned 
about others. 

I Church's sense of Baptist iden­
tity. 

I Conservative theology of con­
gregation. 

I The extent to which church uses 
guilt as a motivation for service. 

SIXTH ANNUAL COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES WORSHIP/EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 
CAMPBELLSVILLE, ~ENTUCKY 

Rev. C.B; Akins Sr. 

-._.J • .,. 

'. 

Mrs. Barbara Andrews 

MONDAY,OCTOBER14 

TUESDAY,OCTOBER15 

CONFERENCE LOCATION: 

THEME: HERE'S HOPE - SHARE JESUS TOGETHER 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14-TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1996 

Mr. William Carter 

1 :30 PM - 4:00 PM 

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

9:00 AM - 12 NOON 

1 :30 PM - 4:00 PM 

6:30 PM - 800 PM 

Mrs. Jill Menser Rev. Joseph L. Owens 

Special Music: Rob Britton 
Devotional Message: Don Short 
Seminar: "Gift-Based Evangelism" - Jill Menser 

"Reaching Singles" - French Harmon 

Get Acquainted Fellov.5hip Banquet 

Mrs. Ava B. Reynolds 

"Sharing Jesus Together in Fellowship" - Ava Bingham Reynolds 

Devotional Message: Joseph 0-ns 
Seminar: "Principles of Church Growth & Development" - Dr. William Sheals 

Part One: "HowTo Grow A Church Numerically" 
Part Tv.o: "How To Grow A Church Spiritually" 

Seminar: "Multi-Family Housing Ministries" - Merrill Aldridge 
Devotional Message: "Sharing Jesus Together in the Workplace - C. B. Akins, Sr. 

Special Music Concert: Robert Britton & Barbara Andrew 
Special Emphases: William A. Carter, II 
Devotional Message: "Share Jesus Together in Worship" - Dr. William Sheals 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: 

CAMPBELLSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
420 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE 
CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY 42718 

BEST WESTERN - CAMPBELLSVILLE LODGE 
SPECIAL FLATRATE-$40.00 
TO RECEIVE SPECIAL RATE YOU MUST STATE 
THAT YOU ARE ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE 

CONFERENCE COSTS: 

TO MAKE RESERVATION: CALL (502) 465-7001 
BY SEPTEMBER 30, 1996 

There is no charge or cost for attending the conference; h~ver, if you are interested in attending 
the Fellowship Banquet on Monday evening, the cost is $10.00 per person. Banquet tickets may 
be obtained by contacting the Office of Lincoln N. Bingham, Cooperative Ministries Consultant, 
at (502) 587-0642. The deadline for obtaining banquet tickets is Friday, October 11, 1996. 
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FAMILY 
PBS series on conservative Christians begins this week 

WAS.HINGTON (RNS)-lts 
award-winning series on the Civil 
War, the civil rights movement and 
Vietnam helped bring America's his­
toric social conflicts to life for millions 
of viewers. Now, the Public Broad­
casting Service hopes to make sense 
of one of the most powerful and com­
plicated movements on the contempo­
rary scene. 

Beginning Sept. 27 (check local 

listings), PBS will air a six-part docu­
mentary series on America's Christian 
conservatives, who in the final weeks 
before the 1996 election seem to be at 
the height of their political power. 

"With God On Our Side: The Rise 
of the Religious Right iri America" 
traces efforts by theological and so­
cial conservatives to apply traditional 
religious values to politics and public 
life. 

HOLYLANDTOUR 
9 Days -- Depart Monday, December 30 
"Mountain-top spiritual experiences" 

Dr. Wayne Dehoney Dr. Wayne Ward 
Past President SBC Seminary Professor 

For a brochure and details phone or write: 
BIBLE LAND TRAVEL, 1024 South Third, Louisville, KY 40203 

Office Phone: 502/583-1080 or 800/325-6708 
Home phones: 

The Dehoneys--502/896-0985 The Wards--502/895-2524 
Optional Extensions: 

PETRA-ANCIENTEGYPT/ATHENS-CORINTH/ROME 
CAIRO& NILERIVERCRUISE 

It's a journey from night to day, 
. beginning in the 1950s, when many 
Christians felt marginalized and be­
lieved political activism was sinful, to 
the present day, when evangelical 
Christians make up one of the nation's 
most powerful voting blocs. 

But the series probably won't win 
any popularity contests for PBS, the 
embattled, viewer-supported network 
whose fall schedule is brimming with 
such religious · offerings as "Adven­
tures from the Book of Virtues" and 
the upcoming "Genesis: A Living 
Conversation with Bill Moyers." 

True believers will bristle at the 
series' unblinking portrayal of the 
movement's mongrel origins. React­
ing to a combination of real and per­
ceived threats, Christian conservatives 
first rose to defend their idea of Amer- · 
ica from godless communist infiltra­
tors, Catholic President John F. 
Kennedy and the burgeoning civil 
rights movement. 

These early confrontations helped 
define the character of the Religious 
Right. And today, portions of the 

movement can't escape the charge 
that it suffers from an ongoing infatu­
ation with conspiracy theories, narrow 
sectarianism and, sometimes, racism. 

On . the other hand, the documen­
tary's sympathetic treatment of 
preachers, protesters and power bro­
kers like Moral Majority founder Jer­
ry Falwell, Operation Rescue founder 
Randall Terry and Christian Coalition 
Executive Director Ralph Reed will 
disappoint the right' s critics. 

Both the six-hour series and a 385-
page companion book are based on 
interviews with more than 100 move­
ment leaders, including Billy James 
Hargis, Pat Robertson, Charles Col­
son, Phyllis Schlafly, Gary Bauer, and 
Tim and Beverly LaHaye. Other key 
players on camera include syndicated 
columnist Cal Thomas, Promise 
Keepers founder Bill McCartney and 
former Surgeon General Everett 
Koop. Notably absent is Focus ori the 
Family founder James Dobson, one of 
the nation' s most influential evangel­
ical leaders, who declined to be inter­
viewed for the series. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

20' to 33' Buses by Champion 
, Motor Coach, inc. 

CHURCH BUSES 
(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK) 

• 12 to 38 adult capacity 
• Over 30 used buses for sale-We buy used buses 

• Guaranteed buy-back program 

• CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
PO. Box 2126 

Brentwood, TN 37024-2126 

Call Henry Headden today 
. 1-800-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 

"Ask about o~r Rental Bus Program" 

Crusader:· 15 passenger (No CDL license required) 
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment) • 

SEEKING: Youth minister; bi vo­
cational experience preferred. Person 
to provide dynamic, fun, biblically­
based leadership of youth ministry. 
Send resume to: Buck Grove Baptist, 
255 Buck Grove Road, Ekron, KY 
40117, Attn: Beth. 

FOR SALE: 1978 Dodge 12-pas­
senger van. Submit sealed bid to: 
LaFayette Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
204, LaFayette, KY 42254, or call: 
(502) 271-2534. 

SEEKING: Southern Baptist 
church seeks senior pastor. Minimum 
10 years experience. Please send name 
and address only to: Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 326, Pooleville, 
MD 20837, or e-mail T20837@ 
aol.com for information packet. 

CLEANING: Need your win­
dows cleaned or gutters cleaned out? 
Residential or commercial, call (502) 
363-4324 for free estimate. 

SEEKING: A multiple-staff, 
seeker-serisitive, purpose-driven 
church is looking for a full-time youth 
and children's minister to provide vi­
sion, direction, training and leadership 
to a team of volunteers. Individual 
must be gifted in teaching and must 
have management skills, a high ener­
gy level, fresh ideas and the ability to 
function in a team approach to minis­
try. Interested? Experienced? Chal­
lenged? Send resume to: Search Com­
mittee, Springfield Baptist Church, 
Springfield, KY 40069. Phone: (606) • 
336-3544. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth, either single individual or cou-

, ,,- , ple,' interested in building an exciting 
youth program. Salary plus use of par­
sonage negotiable. If interested, send 
resume to: Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
Personnel Committee, 684 Devils 
Hollow Road, Frankfort, KY 40601 . 

CONSTRUCTION: Church and 
general construction. Concrete work 
a specialty. Steel buildings cheap. Free 
design and engineering. Also residen­
tial division. 30-years experience. 
Mountain Bear Construction. Mr. 
Allen: (502) 368-7951. 

NEEDED: Severns Valley Baptist 
church needs child care providers 
part-time mornings and afternoons. 
Experience requested. Call Belinda, 
(502) 765-7822 for information. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor­
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail­
able for vacation rental. Large pool, 
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Weekly rates May through 
mid-December: $575: Call Pat Owen, 
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897-
5079 (office). 

FOR SALE: 1988 Ford 25-pas­
senger bus. $15,000. Call: (502) 483-
957o. 

LOVELY GIFTS: Beautifully 
hand-framed Scripture pictures. Orig­
inal designs. Personalizing available. 
Very. nice! From $15. Free color bro­
chure. Call: (800) 886-4611. The 
Crown Prints Gallery. 

SEEKING: Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children, headquartered 
in Louisville, Ky., is seeking a pres­
ident/chief executive officer for im­
mediate placement. Kentucky Bap­
tist Homes for Children has a broad 
spectrum of programs and services 
with numerous facilities throughout 
the state, and is the oldest and larg­
est private child/family care organi­
zation in the state. Applicant must 
be active Baptist, have advanced 
degree (master's and above), expe­
rience in child/family care or relat­
ed field, be knowledgeable in perti­
nent issues, be a capable spokesper­
son and advocate, possess demon­
strated · manage_i:ntm~/lea~ership 
skills and a vision for the future in 
this fi eld of service. Competitive 
package, negotiable with demon­
strated ability. Send application/re­
sume to: H.R. Booth, 6296 Saddle 
Ridge, Burlington, KY 41005-9602. 

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in­
clude live-in and hourly care, person­
al care, meals, housekeeping, com­
panionship. Free in-home assessment; 
insured and bonded. Call 24 hours, 
(502) 499-7777. 

In Kentucky 

A spokesperson for 
Kentucky· Educational 
Television said last week 
the statewide network of 
public TV stations does • 
intend to carry the PBS 
series "With God on Our 
Side" at some point in 
the future but will not air 
it this fall. Kentucky's 
only other PBS affiliate is 
WKPC in Louisville. A 
spokesperson there said 
WKPC does not intend 
to carry the series. For 
more information about 
KET's scheduling of the 
PBS series, call (606) 
258-7000. Kentucky 
residents with access to 
PBS affiliate stations 
originating from border 
states may find the 

. series airing as 
scheduled on those 
stations. 
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Angry spirit can endanger 
otherwise healthy ·marriage 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-An angry, closed 
spirit that shuts out one's spouse can 
destroy an otherwise good marriage, 
according to a speaker at this year's 
Fall Festival of Marriage. 

Tom Cheyney, director of missions 
for Genesee Baptist Association in 
Flint, Mich., likened a closed spirit to 
a tightly closed hand, which when 
opened is red and swollen, not lithe 
and "wiggly" like a hand should be. 

Cheyney listed four common 
marks of a closed spirit: 

I A feeling of tension. Umesolved, 
unhealthy anger makes people self­
centered, he said. "It shows displea­
sure when I don't get my way." 

I An argumentative attitude. Harsh 

words, belittling a mate's opinions and 
rude behavior often indicate an angry 
spirit, he said. 

I A loss_ of physical intimacy. 
I Negative, nonverbal signs. The 

"silent treatment" may be a sign of 
anger, he said. . 

While many spouses want to give 
up when their mates exhibit a closed 
spirit, Cheyney sug·gested several 
ways to "drain" anger out of a mate: 

I Become soft and tender with your 
mate. "Be persistent," he said. "Re­
member, repetition reduces resis­
tance." Touch your mate gently. 

I Understand as much as possible 
your mate's experience. 

I Acknowledge your mate is hurt­
ing and admit any part you contribut­
ed in provoking anger. 

I Be willing to wait for a response. 

Intimacy a requirement for healthy marriage,- speaker says 
Continued from page 1 
hurts, memories and umesolved con­
flicts are roadblocks to intimacy, Mrs. 
Andrews said. "One of the most inti­
mate things you can do is say I'm sor­
ry." 
■ Keep the essentials. A healthy 

self respect, mutual respect, time to­
gether, a high degree of trust as well 
as effective talking and listening skills_ 
are absolutely necessary for intimacy 
to develop, Andrews said. 
■ Choose a destination. The An­

drewses recounted how 21 years ago 

they deliberately decided to move 
their marriage to new depths of inti­
macy. "We didn't like the direction we 
were going; we determined that no 
wall would ever come between us that 
would keep us from each other," An­
drews said. 

"Where do you want your mar­
riage to go-six weeks, six months, 
one year, six year's, 20 years from 
now?" he asked. 

"You must decide how much inti­
macy you want and how much you 
are willing to work to achieve it," he 

Worship at Cumberland 
Cumberland College h,,lrl its 

opening chapel service c.,. ____ • _, ./v 

1997 academic year on Monday, 
Sept. 2. The worship experience 
could not have been better. 

Violinist bon Kram_er provided 
a beautiful prelude and special mu­
sic. Kramer has been a member of 
the first violin section of the Utah 
Symphony in Salt Lake City since 

Tichenor' s gentleness and love re­
flected that of God who offers for­
giveness and a new, abundant life. 

Chosen, a contemporary Chris­
tian group, provided a beautiful 
acappella benediction in song. The 
four members of the group are all 
sons of pastors and grew up in the 
South African township of Sowe­
to, outside Johannesburg. Now 

1970. In the midst of his 
grueling schedule of 250 
concerts a year, he 
serves faithfully as a 
deacon in his Baptist 
church and has taught 
Bible study classes for 
the past 20 years. ·We 
had known Kramer as 
the father of Tracy 
Kramer, one of our jun­
iors. How wonderful it 
was to know him also as 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

based in Atlanta, they 
use their incredible vo­
cal gifts to praise God 
and lead others to faith 
in him. One of our 1990 
graduates, Wisdom 
Nkosi, serves as their 
manage(, and his broth­
er, Unity, is one of the 
four vocalists. Later that 
day, Chosen presented a 
worship service of song 

a talented musician who is commit­
ted to Christ. 

Bill Tichenor, pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Princetop and 
president of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, inspired us with his 
preaching. Using Philippians 1:21 
("For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain"), Tichenor reminded us 
that a personal relationship with 
Christ is crucial and foundational 
for true life. He cautioned us to re­
member that life was not confined _ 
to this earth and urged us to think 
in terms of eternity rather than only 
of our careers or life goals. 
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. and testimony as part of 
our weekly BSU celebration time. 
An almost packed Gatliff Chapel 
filled with the sounds of joy and 
faith in Christ. 

Chapel makes our Kentucky 
Baptist institutions different from 
many others. We celebrate our 
commitment to Christ as we strive 
to lead others to make the same 
commitment. Pray for us as we min­
ister. 

Robert Dunston is chainnan of the 
religion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Williams­
burg, Ky. 40769 

concluded. 
The Louisville Fall Festival of 

Marriage was one of 21. festivals na­
tionwide. It drew 320 people, which 
was significantly lower than the peak 
attendance of 508 in 1993. 

Among the participants, one cou­
ple had bee!"! married five weeks while 
three couples had been married more 
than 40 years. 

For the first time, workshops for 
the deaf were included in the week­
end event. 

The drop in attendance at the Ken-

tucky location does not indicate a de- , 
dine in interest in marriage enrich­
ment, but rather an increase in the en­
richment choices couples now have, 
according to John Lepper, KBC fam­
ily ministry director, who coordinat­
ed the event. 

More regional festivals and addi­
tional marriage enrichment events 
promoted by the Sunday School 
Board as well as events sponsored by 
such para-church groups ·as Promise 
_ Keepers provide couples with more 
options, Lepper said. 

Be part of the miracle! 
I am a storyteller. I enjoy the 

opportunity to help an audience 
enter a different world and for a 
short time look at a situation or 
event through another's eyes. 

This is one reason it's so spe­
cial for me to work for Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. Ev­
ery child who enters our doors 
brings a story. At first the stories 

and we would love an invitation 
to come share with your congre­
gation this fall. 

Experienced speakers from our 
staff are available to take part in 
church services, WMU and Broth­
erhood meetings, Sunday school 
classes, youth group meetings, mis­
sion fairs and other church pro­
grams. In addition, the_re are sever­

are tragedies- filled 
with pain and. crises. 
But then, as God begins 
to work in these young 
lives through caring 
and compassionate 
staff, the stories be­
come tales of hope, 
healing and new begin­
nings. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

al alumni willing to 
share in testimony and 
song. If the Homeland 
Singers from Glen Dale 
Children's Home are 
scheduled to sing near 
you, we know you will 
be blessed and inspired 
through their voices and 
dramatic interpretations . 
of Christian music. In my job I get to 

witness the miracles as 
they happen and then Brenda Gray 
share the good news of 

We hope to be in as 
many churches as pos­
sible this fall. Call the 

these miracles with 
you. As I travel across Kentucky 
I am always encouraged by your • 
concern for the children and their 
families and warmed by your hos­
pitality. 

If your church hasn't had 
someone from KBHC come to 
your church recently, I and others 
on the staff would welcome the 
opportunity to share with your 
church the stories of how God is 
working through Kentucky Bap­
tists in this special ministry. We 
have an active Speakers Bureau 

number below and give 
us the opportunity to share with 
your congregation the miracles 
we see happening in the lives of 
the children and families in our 
care. I hope you will catch our ex­
citement-and be a part of the 
miracle! 

Brenda Gray is vice president for 
development and communications for 
the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middle­
town, Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-
1386. The World Wide Web address . 
is: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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Individual counseling required for children's evangelism 

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)---Ever · and a sin, such as willfully refusing to 
since Jesus instructed his disciples to feed the pet when asked to do so by a 
"let the little children come to me," parent. 
followers of Christ have struggled Said Hamilton: 'Toe only way you 
with exactly how to bring children to can determine whether a child is ready 
faith. (to become a Christian) is to ask ques-

Evangelism materials author Cam- tions and listen carefully to the an­
ille Hamilton said 'she recommends swers." 
Christians talk individually with chil- She offered several pointers for 
dren and be able to explain Christian: discussing Christianity with children: 
ity at age-appropriate levels: • • I Never assume anything. Many 

'There's no way you can truly de- people believe a child is ready to be a 
termine whether a child is ready (to Christian when he or she starts asking 
make a decision for Christ) unless you questions, Hamilton said. Children 
sit down one-on-one and talk with the may express an interest in making a 
child," said Hamilton, author of decision or even come forward dur­
"God' s Special Plan" materials for ing an invitation for a variety of rea­
teaching children about Christianity. sons, she said. They may be genuine-

She said adults should realize that • ly ready, or they be doing it because 
children must understand four things their friends did so, she said. 
in order to accept Christ as their per- I Do not ask "yes-no" questions or 
sonal Savior: questions with built-in answers. 

I The meaning of sin. Hamilton recalled seeing one counse-
l The fact the child is a sinner. lor ask a child, "You want to ask Jesus 
I The fact the child has sinned into your heart, don't you?" 

against God. If using a yes-no question, Hamil-
l The fact that sin separates the ton said, immediately afterward ask 

child from God. • "Why?" 
Monty Carter, youth evangelism I Do not ask questions for which 

specialist for the Kentucky Baptist children have memorized answers . 
Convention, agreed. When children use phrases not typi­

Carter said he often must teach cal of their age, make sure they un­
children the difference between a mis- derstand what the words mean, 
take; such as forgetti~g to feed a pet, Hamilton said. 

"There's a lot of terminology­
language of Zion-you and I are used 
to. But there' s a lot of time that a child -
will not understand those words. 
Make sure you draw that child out to 
see if they know what they're talking 
about." 

I Ask questions in a language a 
child understands. Hamilton remem­
bered a mother who told her daughter 
about the Garden of Eden. The moth­
er concluded the talk by asking her 
daughter who ate the apple. The 
daughter replied, "Mom, Snow White 
ate the apple." 

Discussions with children about 
Christianity will often have one of 
three results, Hamilton said: 

I A step toward God. 
I A profession of faith . 
I An assurance of salvation for a 

child who already is a Christian. 
Conversion is a one-time experi­

ence, but Hamilton said a child who 
makes a decision early in life may feel 
a need to recommit himself or herself 
later on because of a deeper under­
standing of that act. 

Recommitment does not mean the 
earlier decision was not genuine but 
that it is growing, she said. 

"When a teenager ot young adult 
says, 'I was baptized as a child but did 
not know what I was doing,' do not 

simply pray a prayer of commitment 
with him. Go back to the experience. 
Ask questions. It may be the commit­
ment was genuine and he needs to 
mature that commitment and make 
Jesus Lord of his adult life." 

When discussing Christianity with 
a·child, he or she should leave the con­
versation understanding God's uncon­
ditional love regardless of their deci­
sion, Carter said. 

"When they're too young (to be­
come a Christian), the best thing we 
can leave them with in this world is 
that God loves them ... and that as a 
result of this love God wants their love 
in return." 

·Hamilton noted that a child must 
not be forced to make a profession of 
faith. 

A premature decision for Christ 
can work like a vaccination, giving 
children just enough of a religious 
experience to create a barrier they will 
have to cross in order to have a genu­
ine conversion later in life, she said. 

Carter agreed. "We're not closing 
a sale here. We' re talking about a life." 

Counseling children about Chris­
tianity takes training and commitment, 
Hamilton said. She urged churches to 
train adults specifically for counseling 
children and to make sure follow-up 
is done. 
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Need a place to stay? 
The facilities listed below: represent those,.wi 

_Room rates are for)::4 pets(!ns per: .. nig~!:;;;.,~/4 
Messengers are respon'sible for makin((thei 

You must identify yourself a's a Kentucky'lfa 
attendee in order to r~ceive established blo~ 
pay close attention to deadline reservation a A guide to Bowling Green accommodations 

All acccommodations are directly on or within a close 

proximity to Scottsville Road (Highway 23 1 ). Scottsville Road is 

off I-65 exit #22. This area has great access to restaurants. 

First Baptist Church, the 1996 KBC host site, is located at 621 

East 12th Street, on the comer of 12th and 'Chestnut streets. 

Scottsville Road (231) eventually becomes Chestnut. The church is 

about four miles northwest ofl-65 exit 22. 

For additional information, contact Denise Withers at 

502/245-4101, ext. 212 . 

{ 
sz 

LIVING:~~tl ~Rtu, 
(being & doing] James 1 :22 

Add,10.18% .tax 
. '*Reservafron 'deadlin 

NS ,_ non-smoking; ·S;.. soi 

• Best W;stern Motorlnn (*October 21{'f;, - -lii n1litJ 
. HighlVay231 at 1-(>5, 42104 • • 

1/800/343-2937; 502/782-3800 
Singles-$5~; doubles (2-4 p)-$55 
(S; NS) 
Den_ny's'Restaurant on site 

•Budgetel (*October 27) 
l(i5 Tlffef Springs Road, 42104 

'502/843~3202 
Doubles-$45; kings-$47.65 (All NS) 

}3~. J:"hree:~ 
502?842-4100 
Singles and d4 
'Continental 

• •Hoi'idi~,i~n-(' 
3240 Scottsv 
502/781-150 
Doubles-$57 
Restaurant; 

/. _;~Ra~~ct'a IHri , 
,,.. ' '4761.;~co~svjlh;: R 

' '502/781~3000 •,;;:;~, , 
iQueefts '(i:;:4}'1$51;0 

tsnysf ."' ' 't, 

•Comfort ln_n .(*October 27) 
· 4646 Scbttsville Road, 42104 

• 502/843-1163 > • ,, · .. ·. " 

Doiibles;.$56.88; ki ngs-$49.88 .(M6~tNS)1 

Contin~ntal ,breakfast provided ,. 

•Greenwood Executive Inn (*October 27) . 
OffScottsville atl~65 exit 22. 
l/800/354-4394 
Singles and doubles '-$49 flat rate(S;·NS) , 
_Resta urant;· room. service • 

Re~ur 
·:.'.!':' 

.•Uhiver~i 
'1021w 
502/74 
Singles 

"We're not closing 
a sale here. We're 
talking about a 
life." 
Monty Carter, Kentucky 
Baptist Convention 
youth evangelism 
specialist 



PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and Boston: 
■ Upcoming surgery for 
Nadia Alexander, wife of 
the pastor of Byezhetsa 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ CUNNINGHAM-Bethlehem 
Church called Larry Purcell as pas­
tor. He began his new ministry in July. 
■ HENDERSON-Zion Church rec­
ognized Dan Garland, Walker 
Knight, Joe P. Williams and Bob 
Williams for 50-plus years of minis­
try service. All were ordained or li­
censed at Zion Church. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-Casley Church 
celebrated its homecoming Sept. 8 . 

, ■ LOUISVILLE-Ninth & 0 
. Church will host "Super Saturday," a 
city-wide youth event Sept. 28 from 

. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. For more information, 

contact David Fletcher at (502) 636~ 
5576. 

Boyd Jones, music professor at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, will play at an organ rededicat­
ion service for Clifton Baptist Church • 
Sept. 29 at 6:30 p.m. The 59-year-old 
organ was rebuilt this summer as part 
of a $200,000 renovation of the 
church building. 

Cloverleaf Church will host a gos­
pel music concert featuring "Sons of 
Liberty" from Stanton Oct. 12 at 7 
p.m. Call (502) 367-0218 for informa~ 
tion 

Crescent Hill Church ordained 
Susan Burks of Woodbridge, Va., to 
the gospel ministry Aug. 11. She is a 
graduate of Southern Seminary, and 
recently assumed a pediatric chaplain 
position at the Baptist Medical Cen-
ter in Jacksonville, Fla. • 

Green Acres Church will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary Sept. 29. begin­
ning at 10:30 a.m. Call (502) 964-
8165 for more information. 

Highland Church ordained Ken 
Campbell, Linda Gray, Melanie 
Hammer, Bill Martin and Joyce 
Wynn to the deacon ministry Sept. 
15. 

Eastern Parkway Church will cel­
ebrate its homecoming Oct. ~- Dinner 
on the grounds will follow the morn­
ing service. A gospel music concert 

will be at 1 :30 p.m. Call Pastor Paul 
Lee at (502) 636-1355 or (502) 429-
3530 for information. 
■ RAVENNA-Cow Creek Church 
celebrated its 150th anniversary Aug. 
25. Joe Lahrmer is pastor. • 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-Little 
Flock Church will host Shepherding 
Seminars Oct. 5, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Hal Poe, dean of academic resources 
at Union University in Jackson, Tenn., 
will be the keynote speaker. Call (502) 
955-8760 for more information. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE 

■ Charles and Cheri Orange, mis­
sionaries to Kenya, are on the field. 
Mailing address: Box 397274, Nairo­
bi, Kenya. He was born in Greenville. 

Baptist Church in 
Russia. She has a tumor 

in her colon. 
■ A Kentucky medical 

team going to 
Byezhetsa, Russia, Oct. 

3-15. 
■ Ten Russians who 

professed faith in Jesus 
as Savior through the 

recent work of a 
Kentucky medical team 

at Nizhny Novgorod near 
Moscow. 

■ Mission Service 
Corps volunteer Jack 

Hart and his family who 
minister through 

Metropolitan Baptist 
Church in Cambridge, 

Mass. 
■ Spiritual discernment 

Paraplegic athlete knows winning not limited to 1st place 
ATLANTA (BP)-Athletes often 

hear winning isn't everything, it's the 
only thing. 

sought to encourage others through 
his life. 

When a construction accident 
robbed him of the use of his legs, doc­
tors told Bardwell he would be in the 
hospital for six months, never have 
children and must adjust to a new way 
of living. Only one of those predic­
tions came true. 

But Bart Bardwell, who nearly 
made the Olympics and Paralympics, 
claims winning isn't limited to first 
place. 

Bardwell, a wheelchair marathon • 
racer and a paraplegic since 1973, said 
he knows about both wins and losses. 
Both are part of God's plan for him, 
he said. "When you love God, you 
allow him to make turns and detours 
in your life." 

Bardwell did have to adjust to a 
new life, but it was not as the doctors 
might have predicted. 

"God was there as a faithful ref­
uge," Bardwell said, "to make me bet­
ter not bitter." ' for Kentucky-New · 

England partnership 
leaders as they plan 

1997 projects. 

He was in Atlanta this summer for 
the Paralynipics as a part of a chap­
lain team ministry to the disabled 
community. Bardwell spent most of 
his time in Atlanta focusing on the 
needs of the Paralympians, but he also 

He said that since becoming a 
Christian at age 19 he knew that if 
God gave him "an acre and a dollar," 
he would start a Christian youth sports 
camp. Even after his accident, he still 

From the mail box 
"I have just finished reading your July/ August 

issue of the Oneida Mountaineer .. .I especially en­
.joyed the articles on your summer volunteers and 
wanted to let you see another perspective. 

"You see, my friend, Dona, ... arrived with the 
Campers On. Mission from Alabama. Miss Dona 

• didn't have a camper, though, so she was given a 
beautiful room for accommodations for her two­

' week stay. She was thrilled; and showed us many 
pictures of her room. I don't believe she had any 
trouble getting to sleep after her long day. 

"Dona was soexcited just to be able 
to go help at OBI she would have done 
anything. She was put to work paint­
ing, and paint she did for two weeks, 
including ceilings. Dona is in her 80s. 
We believe her age is around 83 years 
young. 

"Miss Dona was so inspired by the 
countryside of Kentucky, the students, 
and the staff, that she couldn't wait to 
share her experiences with everyone 
who would listen. She told us the story 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

path that has made a tremendous improvement. I 
have seen a definite change for the better in his 
whole outlook on life and this is something I have 
prayed to happen for years. I realize that it takes a 
person willing to change in order for it to happen, 
but it also takes a good friend and a kind soul to 
see the best in someone and be willing to help 
that person succeed. Briggs is a special person and 
I'll remember forever what he has done for my 
son. He will always hold a special place in my 
heart." 

This note was sent by one of my 
students: "Dear Mr. Underwood, I 
would just like to take up a little of your • 

of OBI an~ showed us a video tape. W.F. Underwood 
. Her enthusiasm for OBI has been con­

tagious, and yoti will . probably see 
more volunteers as a result of it. 

time to tell you and the school 
thanks ... for all that you have done for 
me. If it wasn't for this school I 
wouldn't have any goals, ... and now I 
have a handful of hopes and dreams 
that have turned to goals. It's been so 
great to have a Christian education be- • 
cause I learned to be more responsible 
these last three years and it will not stop 
here. l...believe that I will go far, and I 
will take my almighty God with me. 

The following letter came a few weeks ago 
expressing appreciation for the help the writer's 
son received from.another student: "I just want to 
write a few lines to give a special person his due 

· recognition. • • . . 
"My son ... caine to OBlfor the second time in 

Ociober 1995. Even after returning to OBI he 
:wasn't doing well. After moving him to the big 
boys' dorm he s.till continued to make bad choic­
es until the day he decided to move to another 
room. He chose to; be roommates with Briggs. 

'This young man is to be commended. He has • 
taken Shawn under his wing and led him down a 

Thank you for everything, I will never 
forget Oneida." 

And finally this letter from First Baptist Church 
in Owensboro: ''Enclosed is a check that repre­
sents the offering taken during our vacation Bible 
school. The offering is to be used to buy books 
for your library. .. 

"Our children had a contest between the boys 
and girls to · see who could bring the amount of 
money that weighed the most. The girls won with 
237 pounds of coins. Altogether, 450 pounds were 
collected." 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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wanted to serve God in that way. He 
didn't know how he could do it with­
out legs, but eventually God opened 
the door.-

"When God gives you something, 
he gives you the grace to go through 
it," Bardwell said. 

Before his accident, he was an ex -
ceptional wrestler. If not for a knee 
injury at the Olympic trials for the '72 
games, he believes he would have 
made the U.S. wrestling team. After 
losing the use of his legs, he wondered 
if he could be an athlete. 

A friend introduced him to wheel­
chair racing. Although he fell into a 
pothole during his first race, Bardwell 
said, "Something happened inside of 
me." . 

He has been in 225 wheelchair rac-

es and 68 marathons. In 1988, he qual­
ified for the Paralympics, but he had 
gained the resources t<? start a Chris-
tian youth sports camp. . 

He decided his responsibilities as 
a youth director were more important. 
"I am trying to make a difference for 
God," he said. 

He's won many wheelchair races, 
but Bardwell reiterated that winning 
shouldn't be the only goal. "I want to 
be a finisher. It doesn't matter what 
place I come in." 

He emphasized life doesn't always 
happen as expected, but God will give 
a person the "desires of your heart" if 
it is in his will. In his own life, despite 
doctor's predictions, he has four 
daughters- three of them triplets. 

"God has made me a rich man." 

Alumni at work •in northwest Indiana 
"People Sharing Jesus," the 

theme for the recent Northwest In­
diana Baptist Association evange-

. !ism rally, appropriately describes 
the work of three of our alumni in 
that area. The association invited 
me to preach at the annual event. 
The trip also included the opportu­
nity to preach at W oodmar Church 
in Hammond. 

1995 graduate Dennis Starkey 

ee not to vote for me. We had 21 
that first Sunday. Attendance in 
more recent years has reached 110. 
Our community has declined, but 
people are still out there to be 
reached." Bill has been association­
al evangelism director for nine 
years. 

1991 graduate Randy Gaskey 
will soon celebrate four years as 
pastor of First Baptist Church of 

grew up in northwest 
Indiana; his mother lives 
three miles from Wood­
mar Church. After grad­
uation, he returned to his 
parents' home, "waited 
on the Lord," and re­
sponded to opportunities 
as they came. One of 
those was to supply 
preach at W oodmar. 
They soon asked him to 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Roselawn, Ind. The 
church baptized 24 peo­
ple last year and adopt­
ed a mission 24 miles 
north of the church. 

be interim .and last Oc- Bill Whittaker 
tober extended the call 

My visit included a 
tour of Moody Bible In­
stitute, hosted by my 
former secretary and 
Moody employee, Bren- · 
da Rogers. I also saw 
Moody Memorial 
Church, a 4,000-seat tes­
timony to evangelism in 

as pastor. 
1979 alumnus Bill Hall has been 

pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Kentland, Ind., for 16 years. The 
western Kentucky native went to 
Indiana for work. "I came here lost 
and found the Lord. It was my in­
tention to put my years in at Ford 
and comfortably retire. The Lord 
called me to preach at age 33. My 
wife, three kids and I moved to a 
Kelly Hall apartment." 

The Kentland Church went 
through three pastors in 18 months. 
"I told them if they wanted .a refer-

the inner city. The 
Moody campus sits next to one of 
the most troubled housing areas in 
Chicago, but also a field white unto 
harvest for Moody students. 

Lunch on the 95th floor of the 
Hancock Building was certainly a 
long way from Pineville, but the 
needs of the sprawling city are the 
same as oµrs. People who share 
Jesus make the difference wherev­
er we live. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 
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MINISTRY 
Seamen's ministry takes gospel to many nationalities 

MOBILE, Ala. (BP}--ln 1970, the 
officers of a deteriorating Peruvian 
ship abandoned their vessel near Mo­
bile, Ala., leaving the crew behind 
without food, communications or ad­
equate clothing. 

"It was incredible," said Virginia 
• Paredes, .one of the first Mobilites to 
offer assistance to the seamen. "They 
had no food. The ship was filthy and 
they had no way to cl_ean it. 

"They had just come from-a cold 
c~mate into Mo~ile B~~ in spring ~1 
didn't have the nght kind of clothing. 
And they had no hope ofever getting 
back home." • • 

.Paredes and several other women 
from Gage A vem1e Baptist Church in 
Mobile came to their rescue, bringing 
resources to meet both physical and 
spiritual needs. Some people-thought 
the women had "lost their minds," she 
admitted, but church members 
brought the 30 seaman back to the 
church and into their homes. 

"I baptized a bunch of them," said 
then-pastor Q.T. Curtis, who has since 
retired. "And then we just got a vision 
of what this thing could be." 

That was the birth of Mobile's In­
ternational Seaman's Center, which 
has ministered to thousands of seamen 
from 127 different nations during the 
past 26 years. 

At one point, the center ministered 
to seamen of more nationalities than 
the countries -in which the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board had 
missionaries, said Aias de Souza, who 
has directed the center since 1979. • 

"The mission field is the Alabama 
State Docks,'·' Paredes said. "It was 
just soi:nething that couldn't be 
stopped." 

From those beginnings, the cen­
ter now offers a complete recre­
ational facility and a range of min­
istries. It-offers a soccer field, gym­
nasium, three pool tables, ping­
pc:ing, television,•free used clothing, 
free transportation anywhere in the 
city, postal service and telephones. 
The International Seamen's Center 
has become the backbone of Mobile 
Baptist Association's international 
ministries. 

The center also has a wall-length 
bookshelf lin_ed from floor to ceiling 
with Bibles in more than 75 languag­
es. About 2,000 Bibles are given to 
seamen every year, de Souza said. 

"Our mission is to present the gos­
pel to the seamen and to assist them 
socially, spiritually and many times 
physically with no distinction to race, 
religion or nationality," he said. 

Each month, more than 1,000 men 
are ministered to, either .at the center 

or on board their ships. Last year, 395 
seamen accepted Christ as a result of 
center ministries, de Souza said. 

One South American wanted to • 
take several Bibles and plastic bags, 
de Souza recounted. 

The bags, the sailor explained, 
were so he could throw the Bibles 
overboard to people in canoes ~ho 
row out to greet the ship. . . 

Chapel services also are conduct­
ed daily, posing a challenge to de Sou­
za, who encounters a multiplicity of 
religions, cultures and foreign laws. 

One Sunday, a group of Chinese 
men wanted to see the town. Part of 
the "tour pacl_cage" included visiting 
the local church for the worship ser­
vice and lunch. The men, howeyer, 
said they were not allowed to go.in­
side the church. 

De Souza preached to them orl the 
bus-in sight of the church instead of 
in it. 

Another time, a KGB officer with 
a Russian crew told de Souza his men 
were not allowed to attend religious 
services. De Souza said he under­
stood, but asked if he could address 
the Filipinos and Spanish crew men. 
De Souza conducted the service while 
Russians were in the same room lis­
tening. 

De Souza has heard some unusual 

Tutor gives students home field advantage 
COLUMBUS, Ind. (BP)- After­

noons are relatively quiet at the Chi­
nese restaurant in the Wal-Mart shop­
ping center. The lunch crowd is gone, 
and the dinner rush hasn't started. 

It's the perfect time for an English 
lesson. • 

At a table by the restrooms, Jan 
Cundiff used flash cards to help the 
owner's wife pronounce and under -
stand English words. "Beautiful!" 
Cundiff exclaimed when student Bao 
Qing Lin correctly matched a word 
with an image. 

While the Southern Baptist home 
missionary has taught English to in­
ternationals in other settings, Cundiff 
said taking lessons to the work place 
has proved beneficial. 

"I knew they would not leave the 
restaurant to come to a church" for 
lessons, Cundiff said. Immigrants to 
the United States typically "don't 
want to ask for help and they don't 
know who to trust." 

Cundiff often receives Christmas 
gifts and Mother's Day cards from 
former students. 

Cundiff gives her students a New 
Testament in Chinese and English and 
weaves the gospel presentation into 
her lessons. While teaching English in 
Indiana and on volunteer trips to Chi­
na, Cundiff finds opportunities to 
share her faith. 

"They want to know what I be­
lieve, and I have opportunities to an­
swer their questions from my person­
al point of view," she explained. 

A former student asked, "Would 
you set my feet on the path of being a 
Christian?" 

Communicating with people from 
other cultures is a gift from God, Cun­
diff said. "It's what God has given me 
to do and be responsible for. What lit­
tle I give to him he multiplies." 
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LITERACY LESSON Jan Cundiff helps a worker in a Chinese restaurant learn to speak and 
understand English. Cundiff says she often offers to teach lessons at the students' work 
places because they are more comfortable with familiar surroundings. (BP photo by 
Sarah Zimmerman) 

requests. Instead of visiting the local 
mall, a group of Polish seamen went 
to a junkyard. They wanted old car 
parts to take home because their cars 
were expensive to maintain. . . 

Another time, some Muslim sea­
men frnm Pakistan asked to see a 
Christian cemetery. De Souza said he 
used the ·opportunity to talk about re­
ligions. "It was the most wonderful 
way to witness to a group, and they 
were not offended." 

De Souza said he has learQed the 
importance of being flexible in this 
ministry. His efferts have not gone 
unrewarded . . 

One tirne, a ship's chief officer 
from Israel and his 11 men were in 
the ministry center. De Souza encour­
aged them ."lo-attend chapel, but the 
officer refused and banned his men 
from attending. 

As de Souza walked upstairs to 
begin the service, he decided to con­
duct that day's chapel downstairs. The 
officer caught on to de Souza's 
scheme and walked out of the center 
a_ngry, De Souza followed, him and 
offered a Bible to make amends. 

Nine months later, the officer re­
turned and said he had read the book, 
front to back, three times. He accept­
ed Christ as his Savior and insisted de 
Souza baptize him. 

Southern Baptists must target 
college students, director says 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)-Southern Baptists should take a 
hint from the corporate world and make investing in college 
students a priority. • 

So says Bill Henry, director of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board's national student ministry .. 

Henry attended a marketing conference this summer that 
he said focused on reaching the college market and 
developing brand loyalty. 

"When students go to college, they've basically been using 
the brands that mom liked," Henry said, quoting information 
from the conference. "But 30 percent of an college freshmen 
change their brand loyalty during their first year in college, 
and by the time they are seniors, 85 percent of them will have 
switched brands. 

"Corporations are realizing if they can invest in students 
and secure their brand loyalty, they have an excellent chance 
of keeping them as customers as adults and reaping the 
profits of their investment year after year," Henry continued . 

"If we can help Southern Baptists catch a vision for 
reaching college students, our denomination will reap the 
rewards for years to come," Henry predicted. "If we don't, we 
could lose our impact in the next generation." 

Southern Baptists have student work on about 1,000 of 
. the nation's 3,575 college anp university campuses. About 14 

million students will enroll in college or graduate school this 
fall; about 16.6 million are expected to enroll during the fall 
semester of 2005. 

Henry said many Southern Baptists fail to understand or 
appreciate the mission field of college students. "They are 

. more reachable now than they'll ever be. They're idealistic­
they want something to be called to that is significant, that is 
important.". . • . 

Too many people believe ·college students will be trying so 
many things that spending money to reach them is wasteful. 
The attitude seems to be to let them sow their wild oats now 
and minister to them when they're more approachable, Henry 
said. 

"But this is the last time these potential leaders will be 
together," Henry said. "Marketing people know they have a 
c;1ptive audience here." 
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KENTUCKY BAPTISTS' BEST KEPT SECRET 

" " ~ · 

• • • 

lnterrobang 'P is ~ punctuation mark designed for use 

especially at the end of an exclamatory, rhetorical question. It came into existence 
in 1967 and is not widely used: 

Your State Baptist Foundation is Kentucky :aaptists' 

best kept secret and is also not widely used. It exists to serve the estate 
stewardship needs of Baptist individuals and families. 

Contact Barry Allen for more information 
about how your state foundation can assist you. 

• Estate Planning Consultation 
• Planned Giving Opportunities 
• Wills Conferences 
• Estate Stewardship Conferences 

. • Prudent Investment Management 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

• Scholarships 
• Endowments 
• Gift Annuities 
• Charitable Trusts 
• Bequests 

Ke~tucky Baptist Foundation 
P. 0. Box 436389 

Louisville, Kentucky 402_53-6389 

(502) 244-64~6 
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