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Films 1 targetmg

‘whole family
By Mark Wingfleid
‘Ed/tar -

ffMoore stripped for a major mo-

turn-on.

i “Stnptease _)omed a pack of

iR ratedb ﬁlms that lost thexr shxrts

_make and is prolected to take i
‘only $35 million in ticket sales
;:.accordmg to an analysis in En
tertainment Weekly magazin
_ Other big-budget ﬂops thi
_summer included “E ,

. In 1995, movies targeting
_‘jbroad audiences propelled b
office income, but R-rated moy
ies dragged down the total gr

Baeher said in his annual “Report
»to the Entertainment Industry.”

~ Lastyear’sbig budget R-rate
i%ﬂops included ‘Jade,” “Stra
‘Days” and “The Scarlet Lette
_ Baehr heads an organizati
5ica11ed the Christian Film an

Television Commission, with of-
fices in North Hollywood, Calif.,

‘and Norcross, Ga. The organiza-

tion pubhshes reviews of most

nmajor motion pictures, rating

them on areas such as values, vi-

olence and wholesomeness.
Baehr continues to press a

oomt made loudly inrecent years
by film critic Michael Medved:

G-rated movies make more mon-
ey for Hollywood than R-rated
_movies, but Hollywood makes

many more R-rated movies than
. . church, a licensed professional coun-

G-rated movies.

In 1995, the averdge gross .
ceipts of G-rated movies were

250 percent more than those of
'R-rated movies, Baeher said.

Inits Aug. 18 issue, Entertain-
ment Weekly, a mainsiream en-
tertainment magazine, reported a
mixed lesson on famlly values
from this summer’s movies.

- What prospered: “Movies that
played to the whole family,” re

ported the story’s author, Gregg;
Kilday. This summer’s top-
grossing movies were mainly PG
‘and PG-13 films directed to the
family audience, he said. They '

included “Independence Day,”
“Twister,” “M o1

ble” and “The Nutty Professor.”
Both strictly adult fare such as

,‘“Strx tease” and purelyv klddxe

HOLLYWOOD-——Dcm

State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—With  nearly

. 9,000 immigrants either living in Fay-

ette County or attending the Univer-

~ sity of Kentucky, international resi-
- dents have become a new mission
tion picture this summer, but
}Amerxcans apparently considered
the movie more of a tease thana

field in Lexington. .
That field is one Kay Aldridge is

_ excited about reaching. She coordi-
_ nates the English-as-a-second-lan-

guage program at Porter Memorial

.~ Baptist Church.

“When I was 8 years old, I told my

mother I was going to be a mission-
ary and go to China,” said Aldridge,
who is nearing her 80th birthday. “I
didn’t get to go, but China came to
e

A class for Chinese immigrants is
the latest offering at Porter Memorial,
which began holding classes in Feb-
ruary.1994.

Aldridge had taken a class for
teaching English language skills, but
she didn’t put it to use until after a man
delivered Chinese food to her home.

She and her husband, D.M. Ald-
ridge, former president of Clear Creek

-

~ Lexington church offering English classes
most praf:table;.»___ﬁ SSee Conespo

Baptist Bible College, gave the deliv-
ery man a gospel tract “and a gener-
ous tip,” she said, chuckling. A few
days later, the man wrote to say he
wanted to become a Christian.

A Chinese church member accom-
panied Aldridge on her visit to the
man, who with his wife started attend-
ing Porter Memorial.

That spurred the church to set up
English language classes.

Initially, the church publicized
them by distributing brochures
through the university’s international
Q See Church using ..., page 3

UPROOTED Kentucky volunteers walk by a tree blown down by Hurricane.Fran in Jacksonville, N.C. Bluegrass workers have finished

~ their work, but not before making a good impression, say North Carolina Baptist leaders. See story on Page 12. (Photo by Mitch
- Bradshaw)

Counselor touts youth ministries during divorce

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Teen-
agers dealmg with the pain of their
parents’ divorce need support at

selor said.

Of the more than 50,000 divorce

recovery support groups in the Unit-
ed States, most are offered by schools,
hospitals and community agencies,

~ Sandi Black told participants in Dis-

cipleship and Family Development
Week at Glorieta Baptist Conference
Center.

Black, a staff member with Texas

_ Christian Counseling Centers in Fort

Worth, Texas, said “church is a place

_ where families need to heal.”

Southern Baptists appear to be

~ leading this effort, she added.

“I can remember when churches

~ wouldn’t even talk about (divorce), as
~ though it were not in their church. It
~ was somewhere else,” she said.

Youth ministry also has changed,

_ she noted.. “Youth ministers used to
_ be the people who took youth on trips
- and kept them too busy to sin.”

But the proliferation of single-
parent homes and joint custody ar-
rangements requires youth ministers
to relate to and work with both youth
and parents, she said.

A child whose parents are divorc-
ing will experience the typical feelings
associated with grief and loss, begin-
ning with shock and numbness, Black
said.

Anger, resentment, hostility and
rage emerge as numbness wears off
and reality is faced, she said. Teens
often assume they are to blame for the
divorce.

The next emotional step is one of
bargaining, believing “this can be
worked out,” she said.

Depression follows when teens re-
alize the situation cannot be changed.
With time, the final stage of recov-
ery—hope—allows teens to begin to
live life again, she said.

“We have a whole generation of
parents who didn’t learn parenting
from their parents,” Black said. Youth
ministers face the challenge of help-

ing divorced parents see how some
teenage behavior problems may be the
result of the parents’ marital problems
or broken marriage, even years after a
divorce.

Teens face a variety of issues when
parents divorce, she added. Among
them:

1 Considering whether to side with
one parent over another.

§ Choosing who to live with.

0 Facing possible separation from
siblings.

# Visiting the absent parent.

1 Claiming personal blame for the
divorce.

I Moving.

1 Facing an uncertain financial fu-
ture.

| Changmg schools.

1 Encountering the dating and re-
marriage of a parent.

I Navigating difficult holiday ar-
rangements.

B Enduring friends’ perceptions.

B Taking on increased family re-
sponsibilities.
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Vestal elected Fellowship coordinator

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—In his first
remarks as coordinator of the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship, Daniel
Vestal sounded the familiar Fellow-
ship themes of freedom, inclusion
and missions but also called for an
increased focus on evangelism, dis-
cipleship and church starting.

Vestal, the son of a Southern
Baptist evangelist, was elected to the
post unanimously and without de-
bate by the group’s Coordinating
Council Sept. 26.

He is scheduled to begin the new
job Dec. 1. He succeeds Cecil Sher-
man, the Fellowship’s first execu-
tive officer, who retired in June.

Vestal, 51, said he wants to be a

“spiritual leader” within the 5-year-
old Fellowship. He said he did not
“seek this mantle” of leadership but
he has “a deep conviction God has
called me to this place and this task.”

“I love this Fellowship and the
principles it believes in,” he said.

Vestal, pastor of Tallowood Bap-
tist Church in Houston since 1991,
was a key figure in events leading
to establishment of the fellowship of
moderate Baptists after conserva-
tives took over control of the South-
ern Baptist Convention during the
1980s.

He ran twice as the moderate can-
didate for SBC president, losing in

-close contests in 1989 and 1990.-Af-

ter the second defeat, when moder-
ates abandoned hopes of a political
victory in the SBC battle, Vestal
called moderates together to consid-
er their future.

The result was the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, which was pro-
posed in August 1990 and chartered

in 1991.

Speaking to the council after his
election last week, Vestal described
his personal spiritual commitment
and his convictions about being a
Baptist.

“That is more than just a word to
me,” he said. “I believe in the prin-
ciples that word conveys.”

Among those principles, he said,
are liberty of conscience, separation
of church and state and priesthood
of the believer—all of which have
been rallying cries of the moderate
movement.

He also affirmed the term “free
and faithful Baptists,” which has
become the label of choice for Fel-
lowship people.

“I like to use that phrase,” he
said. “We are free, first of all, from
the condemnation of sin through
Jesus Christ. We are free from the
burden of performance-based reli-
gion. Our consciences are free from
any civil or ecclesiastical authority.”

“I have been made free in order
to be faithful to Jesus Christ,” he
continued. “I am free to be a bond-
slave of Jesus Christ.”

Vestal identified five commit-
ments he said spell out his vision for
the Fellowship:

B The Fellowship is “a way for
us to do cooperative missions with
integrlty, with vision and with free-
dom,” he said. He later defined co-

- opeérative missions in'broad'terms,
including not only-global ‘missions -

but discipleship, evangelism and
starting churches.

0 The Fellowship will be “a voice
for Baptist principles and Baptist
ideas,” he said. '

I The Fellowship will be “a re-
source center” for spiritual renewal,
moral decision-making and “faith

formation,” he added.

B The Fellowshlp, he said, W1ll be
a place of “genuine fellowship”
bridging the gaps of “gender, geog-
raphy and generation.” Those three
factors are often cited as the fault

lines within the Fellowship—and -

Vestal’s greatest challenge.

“I don’t see our diversities as
weaknesses; I see them as strengths,”
he said.

I -The Fellowship will be “a lab-
oratory of learning,” he concluded.
“This Fellowship is still learning
what it is and what it will become.
We are still in the process. We are
still being shaped by the Spirit of
God.”

During a question-and-answer
session with council members, Mol-
ly Marshall, a professor at Central
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Kansas City, Mo., asked what initi-
atives Vestal will take to promote
women in ministry, including the
pastorate.

Vestal, who is more conservative
than many in the Fellowship, said on
the issue of women in ministry “I
have grown in my journey.” He said
he is committed to women ministers
but approaches the issue in the con-
text of missions.

“In order to do missions, it’s go-
ing to require the gifting and calling
of all of us,” he said.

“This orgamzatlon is not going to
back down from its commitment to

“women ‘in' leadership, women in

ministry and women in the pastor-
ate, if that’s what a church feels led
to do.”

Vestal outlined four “priorities”
that will be a starting point for his
administration—team-building, glo-
bal missions, theological education
and growth.

Florida defining ‘cooperating’ church

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—The
Florida Baptist Convention is break-
ing new ground by attempting to de-
fine what constitutes a “cooperat-
ing” church.

A special committee has drafted
a proposal, which currently is under
review by the state board of mis-
sions and could be presented to mes-
sengers at the state convention’s
annual meeting in November.

“We no longer can afford the lux-
ury of assuming we all understand
what is meant by a ‘cooperating
Southern Baptist church,’”” said John
Sullivan, executive director-treasur-
er of the Florida Baptist Convention.
“I have no heart for doctrinal con-
formity but I do have a heart for
doctrinal integrity. If we are going
to be the Florida Baptist state con-
vention, then we ought to be able to
define who we are. To my knowl-
edge this has never been tried be-
fore.

“I’m not asking for theological
uniformity or conformity of every
church in Florida,” Sullivan said,
“but we are seeking doctrinal integ-
rity.

The committee’s proposal calls
for defining cooperat1on around four
points:

I Theology. Churches affiliated

with the Florida Baptist Convention
must espouse a theology determined
to be consistent with the Baptist
Faith and Message, the doctrinal
statement of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

B Declaration. The congregation
must vote on the question of wheth-
er to affiliate with the convention,
and that vote must pass by a simple
majority and be recorded in writing.

B Finances. The church must
make annual contributions to the
Cooperative Program unified budget
through the state convention.

B Statistics. The church must pro-
vide the state convention with an an-
nual statistical profile.

Churches currently affiliated
with the Florida Baptist Convention
will not have to reapply for affilia-
tion, Sullivan said. But churches
seeking to affiliate with the conven-
tion in the future will have to meet
the new guidelines.

Also, the guidelines could be
used to determine whether a church
currently affiliated with the state
convention should be ousted or not.
Had the document been in place ear-
lier this year, the state convention
could have used it during a contro-
versy over three churches which are

likely to be expelled because their

theology is deemed inconsistent
with the Baptist Faith and Message.
Those churches have been accused
of advocating “charismatic” practic-
&

A denominational polity and
practice committee, proposed as a
newly created standing committee
of the state board of missions, would
govern all procedures to determine
cooperation.

The new document also outlines
requirements for associations to be
affiliated with the state convention.
A new association must have at least
15 constituted churches with a com-
bined church membership of at least
14,000 members. The association
also must meet a test for “theologi-
cal integrity” and must enter into a
cooperative agreement with the state
convention.

Sullivan predicted the Florida
document could become a model for
other state Baptist conventions. “It
will become a watershed document
for state conventions that do not
have this kind of document in place,
and I can safely say none of them
have it in place. We are seeking to
define some things that have not
been defined before.”

Based on a Baptist Press report
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Kentucky record CP just short of making budget

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

The Kentucky Baptist Convention
ended its 1995-96 fiscal year Aug. 31
with receipts falling just shy of the
$12.23 million budget goal.

The KBC’s portion of Cooperative
Program receipts and the undesignat-
ed money churches sent for the state
convention’s use totalled $12.05 mil-
lion. That is 1.4 percent ($168,957)
short of the budget goal.

However, the- KBC’s combined
receipts for the fiscal year registered
a 4.9 percent increase ($572,528)
compared to receipts in the previous
fiscal year.

Gifts to the Kentucky Cooperative
. Program for the year totalled $18.59
million. These funds are divided, with
63 percent ($11.71 million) used for
Kentucky ministries and 37 percent
($6.88 million) forwarded to the
Southern Baptist Convention. Coop-
erative Program gifts from Kentucky
churches increased 4.1 percent
($735,579) this year compared to the
previous year, but still fell 0.8 percent
($157,440) short of the budgeted goal.
~ Other general budget gifts to the
KBC, which are given by churches
that do not want their gifts split with
the SBC, totalled $340,230. That is 1.7
percent ($5,861) less than the same
type of contributions the previous year
and 17 percent below what the KBC
anticipated receiving.

The $18.59 million in Cooperative
Program receipts marks the KBC’s

best-ever year in Cooperative Pro-
gram giving. The previous high was
$17.95 million in 1993-94.

“The great news of a 4.1 percent
increase in Cooperative Program re-
ceipts from Kentucky Baptist church-
es reflects, I believe, a continued com-
mitment to missions, the rallying point
which brought us together in 1837
(KBC) and 1845 (SBC),” said Bill
Marshall, KBC executive secretary-
treasurer.

“While the increase was not large
enough to reach the KBC budget, it
was strong enough, coupled with the
Executive Board’s decision last year
to hold the new budget at the same
level, to give us hope of achieving
budget this year,” he added. “That is
something we have achieved only
three times in more than 10 years.”

The strong showing this year also
provides the basis for asking the con-
vention at this year’s annual meeting
to approve a 2.5 percent increase for
the 1997-98 budget year, Marshall
said.

Lowell Ashby, the KBC’s business
division manager, echoed Marshall’s
praise for the good year.

The small shortfall between actual
receipts and the budget should have a
“minimal effect” when spread among
all budget allocations, Ashby ex-
plained.

On the Executive Board’s part,
expenditures were held sufficiently
below income to maintain a balanced
budget, he added.

In addition to funding the Execu-

tive Board’s mission work in Ken-
tucky, the KBC budget also provides
various levels of funding for Cumber-
land College, Campbellsville Univer-
sity, Georgetown College, Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Oneida
Baptist Institute, Kentucky Baptist
Foundation, Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children, Western Recorder, Ken-
tucky Baptist Historical Commission,
Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union and Baptist Healthcare System.

While calling the 1995-96 fiscal
year’s results a reason for thanksgiv-
ing, Marshall cautioned that it is pre-
mature to read into this any long-term
trends.

“After 14 years of experiencing the
ebb and flow of Cooperative Program
receipts, I have learned not to make
projections on the basis of a few
months’ track record,” he said. “The
record back-to-back July and August
receipts have been followed by the
weakest September receipts- since
1990-91. Since the new budget year
began Sept. 1, it means we will be
playing catch-up all year long.” _

The average annual increase in
Kentucky Cooperative Program giv-
ing during the last six years has been
1.4 percent, growth that has been be-
low annual increases in the Consum-
er Price Index.

“The bottom line is that the KBC,

‘while increasing in Cooperative Pro-

gram receipts from the churches, is
facing what many others with similar
growth patterns face: a significant de-
crease in percentage growth and buy-

ing power.”

Because growth in receipts lagged
behind inflation in recent years, the
KBC Executive Board has cut seven
staff positions and allocations to
Christian education. Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children has received no

- increase in KBC funding in 10 years.

Also, the KBC Executive Board staff
has received virtually no new program
funds in nine years.

Within the last year, a study com-
mittee proposed, and the KBC Exec-
utive Board approved, a recommen-
dation to change the percentage split
between Cooperative Program funds
kept in Kentucky and those forward-
ed to the SBC. The proposal, which
will be considered by messengers to
the KBC annual meeting in Novem-
ber, would forward 35 percent of Ken-
tucky Cooperative Program reseipts to
the SBC instead of 37 percent. It also
would base future SBC percentages
on the percentage of growth or decline
in Cooperative Program giving by
Kentucky churches.

The rationale offered by the study
committee for making this change is
that Kentucky agreed several years
ago to increase its percentage of re-
ceipts given to the SBC as part of the
vision of Bold Mission Thrust. The
assumption was that churches would
significantly increase their total giv-
ing to the Cooperative Program. Since
this major increase from the churches
has not occurred, the state convention
has been caught in the middle, the
committee said. S

“While the
increase was not
large enough to
reach the KBC
budget, it was
strong enough,
coupled with the
Executive Board’s
decision last year
to hold the new
budget at the same
level, to give us
hope of achieving

budget this year.”
Bill Marshall, KBC
executive secretary-
treasurer

By David Winfrey
News Directory

LOUISVILLE—Parents should not

magazine targeting parents.

school.

underestimate the value of setting Christian
examples for their children, said a Kentucky
teenager who served as guest editor for a

Allison Lepper, 16, said her work with the
November issue of “Living with Teenagers”
taught her that parents often face the same
morality choices at work their children face at

She said she also learned parents don’t ,
always communicate spiritual matters well with

Bluegrass teen guest edits parents’ magazine

their children.

“I think it’s hard for parents to tell children,
‘Hey, it's OK to be different. It's OK to live for
God and to tell people that you're living for

God.”

their children.

the coach.

them.”

Lepper said that in addition to teaching
teenagers right from wrong, it’s important for
parents to explain why an action is wrong.

“It's not just the decisions that you make. It's
why do you make the decision,” she said.

Editor-in-Chief Ellen Oldacre said the staff
annually produces an issue written and edited by
teens to help parents understand issues facing

Oldacre said Lepper represents “teenagers
who are calling their own shots. They’re not
letting the world do it, and they know that God is

“It was exciting for us to work with that kind
of young person,” she added. “We write about
them, but we don’t always get to work with

%m@,\ 7 % it P y
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GUEST EDITOR Allison Lepper said she hopes the
November issue of “Living with Teenagers” magazine
communicates both what teenagers are experiencing and
how parents can help. (SBC Sunday School Board photo)

“Living with Teenagers,” which has a
circulation of 45,000 is published by the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. Lepper
said she wanted the magazine to reinforce to
parents that their actions speak louder than
words.

“The issue, as a whole, | hope communicates
some of the things that we’re going through,
what parents can do to help us and what their
Christian walk can do to help us,” she said.

“Parents’ Christian walk does have an
influence on what we do and how we live cur
lives,” she added. “It's not just what they say; it's
little things they do, even outside the home,-that
affect what we do and how we live.”
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Against proposal

I was raised and saved in a Ken-
tucky Baptist church. I was taught
from preschool up of the importance
of supporting our association, state,
home and foreign missions. My home
church gave 20 percent to the Coop-
erative Program. I was educated in a
Kentucky Baptist school.

Kentucky Baptists have supported
ministries like the children’s home,
Oneida, Clear Creek and others. We
have supported not only the Coopera-
tive Program but the spec1al offerings
as well.

It saddens my heart to know that
Kentucky Baptists keep 63 percent of
Cooperative Program funds here in
our state of three and one-half million
people while the world’s 5.8 billion
people get only 37 percent. I am sad-
dened to find out there will be present-
ed in this November’s Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention a proposal to increase
the percentage to remain in Kentucky.
I hope Kentucky Baptists will pray
about this.

We recently had a World Missions
Conference in the church where I am

pastor. Our people were impressed by
the level of commitment our mission-
aries have. I believe all our mission-
aries deserve more support, not less.
After all, the world is a much bigger
place than our state.
David Morris
Somerset

‘Anti-Baptists’

In the current fight for control of
the Southern Baptist Convention, one
fact is often overlooked: Baptists have
always stood for religious tolerance
and religious freedom.

Baptists started in Europe, shortly
after the Protestant Reformation. Our
Anabaptist forefathers read the New
Testament and noticed that adults
were baptized in water after their adult
conversion. The church’s practice pri-
or to that was infant baptism. This was
a radical thought at the time, so the
Anabaptist leaders were persecuted to
the point of death for the heresy of
rebaptizing adults, hence the name
“Anabaptists.” All they wanted was
religious freedom.

Anabaptist thought quickly spread
to England, where again our Anabap-
tist forefathers were persecuted by the
Church of England. Again, all they
wanted was religious freedom.

In search of religious freedom, the
Anabaptists left England, along with
the Puritans, and moved to the New
World, which we now call America.

The Puritans, formerly the persecuted

minority, now suddenly were the ma-
jority. They turned on the Baptists,
and demanded that all the Baptists
worship in the Puritan style. Baptists
refused, so they were expelled.

How ironic. The Puritans wanted
religious freedom for themselves, but
would not grant that right to the Bap-
tists. The persecuted suddenly became
the persecutors.

Baptists here continued to fight for
religious freedom, culminating in the
Bill of Rights.

Suddenly in 1979, Baptists turned
away from their roots. A tiny minori-
ty decided to ignore Baptist history
and rewrite it for the sake of their new
political party. The battle to control the
SBC thus began. :

What then shall we call these new
misleaders? Let us call them what they
really are: “Anti-Baptists.”

; Jim Evans
Louisville

Editor’s note: The Western Record-
er’s Sept. 17 issue carried a letter to
the editor commending Charles Mill-
er, principal at Louisville’s Pleasure
Ridge Park High School. The letter
did not state, and the editor was not
aware, that Miller is running for the
7th District state senate seat. In fair-
ness to his opponent, incumbent Sen.
Lindy Casebier, who is a member of
Walnut Street Baptist Church in Lou-
isville, this should have been noted.

Most deadly weapon

Since the first atomic bomb was: - -

exploded over Japan, we have cre-
ated the hydrogen bomb and now
the cobalt bomb.
Each with only one
purpose: to destroy
as many lives as pos-
sible. And, at the rate
we are developing, one would think
we might achieve our “goal” of ul-
timate destruction.

. Today, men and women now car-
ry concealed and unconcealed guns,
knives and other means of assault.

MINISTERIALLY

SPEAKING

But all of us carry on our person the
most destructive of all weapons.

of us daily. It is the tongue. “Death
and life are in the
power of the tongue”
(Proverbs 18:21).
Perhaps it has
never really been im-
pressed upon us, what this “instru-
ment” is capable of creating. It can
lift up in praise or tear down in crit-
icism. It can destroy in a moment a
reputation that took a lifetime to cre-
ate. It can create friendship or en-

The. ultimate device for:tearing -
down, or building up is used by each:

_ mity. It can bring one to-Christ, or
“push one away. Oh;-what a precari-
‘ous device. Peter,admonishes us to

refrain our tongue from evil (1 Pe-
ter 3:10).

The words we speak to, or about
someone, are like water poured upon
the ground; they can never be recalled:
Jesus said. “If we as Christians are
going to practice peace and love, it

must be by living ... and speaking ...-

words of love and encouragement at
all times to all people.

Joe Causey, pastor

Providence Knob Baptist Church

Rockfield

Not till it’s time

When in 1986 I experienced a her-
niated disk, I was surprised but
pleased to experience consolation
(and suggestions) from a host of folks
who had experienced sim-
ilar situations. Most valu-
able was the encourage-
ment of Wayne Oates,
longtime sufferer and
friend, to postpone surgery
as long as possible and try
my best to fulfill the pain-
ful ordeal of therapy. I took
his -advice, avoided sur-
gery, and, for a significant
period of time, paid atten-
tion to the kind of exercis-

ON MISSION
TOGETHER

William W. Marshall

While it’s “time” for me to retire, I
have discovered more than a few min-
isters—too many, it seems to me—
who can’t wait to retire. Not 62-, 63-,
64-year olds, mind you, but younger
pastors. One of the more poignant
moments I had with a min-
ister not long ago was
when he said to me: “I nev-
er thought I'd ever want to
be older than I am, but
frankly, I wish I were 62.”
(He is around 52). This
was not the emotional ex-
pression of -a bad day or
two. This was from a pas-
tor who has for some time
reflected the classical
symptoms of “burnout.”

es which have made a pos-
itive difference.
Following my announcement to
retire, I have had numerous conversa-
tions, some at my own initiative, with
friends who have “suffered” through
this transition called retirement. With
few exceptions, I am hearing that re-
tirement is the most pleasant “suffer-
ing” they have had in years! To hear
them tell it, I wonder if I ought to get
out of here this month rather than Feb-

ruary.
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I realize these symp-
toms of burnout are not found exclu-
sively in the ministry; that they per-
meate our insatiable somety Still, it
hurts to realize that many ministers
live in the shadow of depleted energy
and diminished joy ... particularly if
they never recover their potential.
Certainly there are resources for
help, not the least of which could be a
refreshing of the spirit through re-
newed spiritual disciplines. Surely it
is in our deepest need we may find the

Lord most present. Perhaps the great-
est obstacle to a minister’s renewal is
one’s fear of crying “help” and not
knowing with whom to share that cry.
Ministers have a notorious reputation
for having few truly-intimate friends.

Incidentally, I was advised in the
late 1950s not to establish a few close
friends in the congregation. That was
poor advice, for me at least. Ministers
are blessed when there is someone in
the congregation upon whom they can
lean and, when needed, unload.

I understand from my own experi-

“ences in this job the sometimes pro-

longed, gut-wrenching feeling of
wanting to retire “before it’s time.”
I've been there; done that. In time,
through prayer, contemplation, dia-
logue with a friend and, my wife, Al-
ice, I came out in the light of not just
“hanging in there,” but believing I was
called to do this job and I wasn’t fin-
ished yet.

Now, by the grace of God, I can
lay it down even more confident that
“there is life after the KBC.” My re-
tired friends assure me of that!

William W. Marshall is executive
secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

avorite recipes*




OPINION

HE SAID/SHE SAID

College kids look really young,

so why aren’t we any older?
Denial t
ROCRTITTVI | iocis these cays, ut there's one

form of denial that’s a standard
accessory in the male human psyche:
Regardless of how old we get, we
don't think of ourselves as being that
old.

women as well. | recall one time
hearing a woman who was more
advanced in years than she apparently

; realized declare her frustration with
“all those old women” at church. Some of those “old
women” were younger than her.

Last weekend, | attended the state Baptist student
convention in Winchester. Amid the sea of youthful faces, it
was easy to revert in my mind to my own college years.
The gap in our ages didn’t seem so drastic, | convinced
myself at first. Although I'm sure most of the students

Mark Wingfield

there wondered who that balding old man with the camera

was.

reality of my true age. The energy of college students is
something of which | have only a faint memory. They have
the battery packs powered by the pink bunny with the ¥
unstoppable drum. I'm now powered by the qmck-drammg
substitute. i
It takes some fresh encounter like this to remlnd us
every once in a while that we’re not really as young as we
think. | don't know why a dally look in the mirror doesn't -

accomphsh the same thing. Perhaps we're too busy seemg' o
’ however, and it even has a basis in Scripture.

ourselves in other people to see ourselves for who we
really are.

~ Age denial seems to be equally
QHESMD common among both men and -

‘| women. While men might not be as
shy about admitting their actual age
as women, women are more likely to
act their age.

Men still do a lot of stupid things,
like trying to slide into home base
when they haven't played a softball
game in five years.

| started to feel old when all the
clerks at stores began calling me
“ma’am.” Funny, | don't feel like a “ma’am.”

One of the things I've noticed about age is that my
definition of old continues to change. When | was a
teenager, 30 was ancient. Now that I'm in my 30s my
perspective has changed a great deal (I won’t say what is
“old” to me now for fear of offending those who already
have reached that particular age.)

Children can make you feel both younger and older at
the same time. Sometimes when | am trying to keep up
with our two perpetual motion machines, | feel twice my
age. If we could just bottle that energy for ourselves. All we
can hope for is extra measures of patience to deal with
everything that seems to go alongside that energy.

But when we start playing games like hide-and-seek, or
go fish, it takes me back to my own childhood. | get to
participate in the wonder and joy that comes with each new
discovery of their young lives.

The most important thing we all need to learn is to enjoy
each phase of our lives, rather than looking back and
wishing we could be this or that age. | must admit, though,
| do miss some things, such as the innocence of
childhood, the giggly silliness of high school, the wide-
open doors of opportunity in college. Cf course, those are
all still a part of who | am on the inside, no matter how
grown-up | may look on the outside.

Alison Wingfield

Come to think of it, this must afflict ‘

It didn’t take Iong, however, for me to be jolted into the -

Of 1st-grade kisses and innocence lost

If you need any further evidence that America’s
children have lost their innocence, just visit South-
western Elementary School in Lexington, N.C.

That’s where 6-year-old Johnathan Prevette got
thrown in the school slammer for kissing a first-grade
classmate on the cheek. School officials pronounced
the tow-headed child guilty of sexual harrassment.

A school spokeswoman declared: “A 6-year-old
kissing another 6-year-old is inappropriate behavior.
Unwelcome is unwelcome at any age.”

punishes the children and their children for the sins of
the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”

Any social worker can readily affirm the truth of
this declaration from God by recounting case after case
where patterns of behavior get duplicated from one
generation to the next, or where one generation pays
the emotional price for the sins of another generation.

But the same truth applies to society at large. We
reap the fruit of seeds sown by our ancestors.

Modern society is reacting to years of

The National Organization for Women EDITORIAL abuse of women by men—usually while

jumped to the school’s defense, branding
the young smoocher Most Likely to be a Sexual Har-
rasser in the workplace in his adult life.

This is political correctness run amok—a point
made repeatedly on TV talk shows and in newspaper
articles throughout last week. Most Americans were
outraged at the unnecessary punishment of a 6-year-
old for an innocent kiss.

Sexual harrassment is a serious problem indeed and
should not be tolerated. But an innocent kiss on the
cheek between 6-year-olds hardly constitutes the seeds
of depravity. ;

Granted, public school officials must deal with an

‘increasing number of youngsters who act and speak

inappropriately because their parents have not protect-
ed their innocence. Through the modeling of their own

bad behavior, mixed with exposing their children to -
_ inappropriate movies and TV shows, these parents do
| irrepairable damage to their chlldren and their ch11-
_dren’s classmates.

~There’s a moral i m the story of J ohnathan Prevette ‘

“Exodus 34 records the story of Moses ascending

‘Mount Sinai to receive the second set of tablets con-
‘|- taining the Ten Commandments, after he broke the

first set in anger because of the sin of the Israelites.
God tells Moses he is a God of unbounding love, but
a God who does not leave the guilty unpunished. “He

the Christian church turned a blind eye at
best or sanctioned the behavior at worst.

Extreme actions eventually cause equally extreme
repercussions from the other side. That’s the truth that
has caught up with little Johnathan Prevette and
smacked him right on the kisser. It’s not his kiss that
really caused the problem; it’s the unwanted sexual
advances of adult men and women born long before
him.

‘What happened to this first-grader isn’t fair and it
isn’t right. But it is understandable, given our history.

And it should propel us to examine what other re-
actionary fruit may be blooming as the result of the
sins of our forebears—and the sins of ourselves. Ex-
treme actions eventually cause equally extreme reper-
cussions. ;

What will be the fruit in the generations following
of the hateful extremism espoused by many ultra-
conservative Christians in American politics today?
What will be the fruit of churches that fail to speak

“out against true sexual harrassment and sexual mis-

conduct today? What will be the result of a culture
that continues to foster racial divisions whﬂe denying
those divisions exist?

How many more times will our children and our
children’s children have to lose their innocence be-
cause of the sins of their fathers and mothers?

— Mark Wingfield

Memories of Henri Nouwen

eyes and saw the feminine nature of
God. People wept.

By Tom Ehrich-

Henri Nouwen’s death in Holland
at the age of 64 will stir many memo-
ries among Christians on all sides of
the bitter divides.

Here is my Henri Nouwen story:

In 1993, the Dutch Catholic priest,
scholar and author gave the Bowen
Lecture at Kanuga Conference Cen-
ter, in Western North
Carolina. I signed up a
year in advance—the
day I received my fly-
er. So, apparently, did more than 400
others, the largest conference in
Kanuga history. This was a rare op-
portunity.

I attended with my wife. It was the
first such conference we had attended
together in 17 years of marriage and

. parish ministry. After each Nouwen

lecture, we went for a long walk, both
to reflect on our teacher’s words and
to consider our own faith. Clergy cou-
ples don’t always talk about faith. This
week we did.

Henri Nouwen talked with his
hands. Frail in appearance, he used a
microphone and went just slowly
enough that we could wade through
his Dutch accent. But it was the long,
slender fingers making dramatic arcs

through the air that I remember most.-

COMMENTARY

He told stories, mostly about him-
self. I happen to believe that faith is
shared best by story-telling, not by
theology or doctrine, so I was deeply
moved by his tales about burning out
at Harvard and knowing that if he
stayed there, he would die spiritually;
about making his way to France, bro-
ken, and discovering the L’Arche
Community; about collapsing into
their care; about com-
mitting his life to their
ministry to the mental-
- ly handicapped.

Most of all, I remember a story told
and a story lived.

Henri told about being invited to
visit The Hermitage in Russia to see
Rembrandt’s “Return of the Prodi-
gal.” Other viewers filed by at a rapid
clip, but he was allowed to sit in a
chair for two hours and just look. He
looked at the figures in the back-
ground, the father and the broken son.

The father had both hands on the
boy’s shoulders. One hand was the
gnarled hand of a working man. The
other, Nouwen said with a dramatic
pause, was the delicate, tapered
hand—"of a woman!” God suddenly
became larger for this Catholic priest.

It was a stunning moment. More
than 400. people—power people,
mostly—looked through Nouwen’s

Later, as Nouwen told about the
L’Arche Daybreak Community in
Toronto, where he served, he told
about his friend Bill, a mentally hand-
icapped man who was in the schol-
ar’s care.

Bill was on the stage with Henri,
as was a nun from Daybreak. When
Henri invited Bill to come to the mi-
crophone and speak, I remember
thinking that people had come a long
way to hear the Dutch scholar, not
Bill.

To give Bill support, Nouwen
stood next to him at the microphone.
Bill was overcome by the prospect of
speaking. He simply laid his head on
Nouwen’s shoulder and wept.

A room filled with church leaders
suddenly glimpsed the incarnate na-
ture of true ministry. Our work isn’t
about liturgies that we fight over,
buildings that we fight over, books of
worship that we fight over, hymnals
that we fight over, small bits of insti-
tutional power that we fight over or
doctrines that we are willing to kill
over. Our work is to stand next to one
another and provide a shoulder for
weeping. (RNS)

Tom Ehrich is an Episcopal priest,
author and former Wall Street Journal
reporter living in Winston-Salem, N.C.
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My Top Three
Mistakes

B Not dreaming big
enough. In 1986, the
church I pastored from
1969 to 1993 purchased
four acres of adjacent
land for $1 million. This
purchase was the result
of not dreaming large
enough in 1972 and
1979. In 1972, we could
have purchased an adja-
cent 14 acres for the
same amount we paid
for a new.sanctuary. In
1979, we chose to build
‘another sanctuary for $1
million instead of
spending $2 million to
relocate the church to
the expressway.

Lesson: Effective
leaders need to dream
bigger and have more
patience.

B Not focusing on the
mission statement ear-
ly in my ministry. In the
first year of my 24-year
pastorate, we developed
a mission statement that
read, “Every person a
minister of Jesus
Christ.” I understood the
power of this statement,
but I did not focus on it.
I occasionally allowed
myself and the church to
lose sight of it. The larg-
er the church grew, the
more staff members we
needed, and more work
was required of each. As
a result, I had a nervous
breakdown and had few
equipped ministers.
Lesson: Effective
pastors focus on their
mission statement.

B Not understanding
soon enough the power
of the meta model of
small groups (groups of
three to 15 people, led
by equipped lay pas-
tors, that multiply on a
regular basis). We be-
gan these groups in
1982, and worship grew
from 400 to more than
800 in four years. But
because I didn’t under-
stand the power of these
groups to change lives, I
did not put enough of
myself into the process.
It fell apart and had to be
jump-started in 1992,
losing valuable time.
Lesson: Meta small
groups are an essential
tool of evangelization
and making disciples.

 OPINION

s

Lessons from the top 10 mistakes churches make

By Bill Easum

Learning from our mistakes and the mistakes of others is one
of life’s greatest sources of personal growth. Most effective
church leaders relate to mistakes in much the same way scien-
tists relate to research and development. They don’t like their
failures, but they learn from them and apply what they learn to

the other areas of their lives.

Once a month, one pastor I know brings to the staff meeting a
piece of paper that has written at the top, “What Mistakes Have
We Made This Month?” At the bottom of the page is written,
“What Lessons Have We Learned from this Month’s Mistakes?”
Then the staff discusses the two questions.

During 10 years as a consultant, I’ ve developed a list of church
leaders’ top 10 mistakes. I share them in the spirit of the above
staff meeting. See the column at left for my own top three mis-
takes as a pastor and what these mistakes taught me.

Not assimilating the
importance of the au-
tomobile. In 1950,
people were fortunate
to have one car, and
those who didn’t walked or took the
bus to church. Today, few people
walk to church, fewer ride the bus
and many families come to church
in two or more cars.

Lesson: Do what you can to pro-
vide adequate space for cars, vans,
etc., if you want the people to hear
the gospel. The average church
needs one space for every two peo-
ple on the property at the peak hour
of the peak season.

* NUMBER |

10

Renting facilities to
outside groups when
the church should be

NUMBER

to do ministry in the
name of Jesus Christ. It is immoral
for churches to rent their facilities

‘when they could use them for minis-

try. The most common mistake is
renting the church to a preschool or
day-care center. All this does is take
up space .the church could use and
encourage churches to rely on rent
rather than tithing.

Lesson: Don’t rely on rent to sur-
vive. When demographically appro-
priate, churches should provide

weekday ministries in which Chris- -

tian values are taught to children and
efforts are made to reach and disci-
ple the parents. If a preschool or day-
care center rents your facilities, ask
the tenant to leave and start your
own as part of your children’s min-

istry.

The laity’s failing to
respond to worship
visitors “within 24
hours. My examina-
tion of hundreds of
church job descriptions reveals that
nine out of 10 seldom even mention
evangelism. They require pastors to
spend more than 90 percent of their
time working within the member-
ship. Church leaders seem more con-
cerned with taking care of the mem-
bers, including reactivating inac-
tives, than with reaching the un-
churched or pre-Christian. This in-
ward focus robs a church of its spir-
itual power, because God’s church

NUMBER
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using these facilities

exists for people whom it has not yet
reached with the gospel.

Lesson: Churches should devote
one-half of everything they do to
reaching the unchurched and pre-
Christian. Laypersons should visit
guests within 24 hours and be
equipped to pray with those who are
ready for guidance. Instead of wor-
rying about inactives, churches
should keep people from becoming
inactive.

Planning for a sum-
mer slump. Nine out
of 10 dying or pla-
teaued churches with
which I've consulted
shut down their choirs and reduce
their schedules in the summer, even
though summer is a major time for
reaching new people moving into
the area. Such actions send a nega-
tive signal to everyone. If something
is not important enough to our Chris-
tian development to keep open in the
summer, perhaps it may not really be
that important the rest of the year.
Shutting down in the summer trans-
lates into diminished commitment of
time, energy and money; makes it
harder to start up in the fall; and does
not provide summer visitors a com-
plete experience.

Lesson: Churches that make dis-
ciples are 12-month churches. Plan
for a summer hump (instead of
slump) by (1) having the adult choir
sing all summer; (2) not combining
or changing worship hours; (3) in
some areas adding worship services
during the summer, such as an out-
door service; (4) extending vacation
Bible school to different locations
throughout the summer; and (5) pro-
viding summer camps and ministries
for children and youth.

_ Failing to appreciate
HUMEBEE the 80 percent rule of
6 space. Any time any-

5 thing is more than 80
percent full, growth

becomes harder. If attendance is at
80 percent on an average Sunday,
every other Sunday it is above 80
percent, and on holy ‘days 100 per-
cent plus. Hint: It takes 24 inches per
person for worship, but most archi-
tects use 18 inches in determining
seating capacity. For classrooms, it

takes 35 square feet per child for first -

grade and under, and 20 square feet
per person over the first grade.

Lesson: Keep detailed records on
each area of the church, and look for
ways to increase its capacity before
reaching the 80 percent mark. The
primary areas to track are those used
for worship and Sunday school,
parking lots and hallways.

Failing to start an in-

digenous service.

(Indigenous means

sharing the gospel in

the language, culture
and technology of the people you
are trying to reach.) A vital, grow-
ing church rarely has only one wor-
ship service. Just adding a service
usually results in increased atten-
dance of 20 percent or more. Mak-
ing this service indigenous to the
area often results in this added ser-
vice’s being the largest service with-
in three to five years. If the same
time, energy and more money are
spent on the indigenous service as
are spent on the original service, it is
usually the largest service within
three years.

Lesson: If you have only one ser-
vice or if the largest service is more
than 80 percent full, or if all your
present services are traditional, be-
gin a new indigenous service on
Sunday morning between 9:30 and
10:30 (it will not hurt Sunday
school).

Failing to provide
enough staff mem-
bers. A primary rea-
son churches fail to
grow beyond 100 to
150 in worship: 100 people are all
one person can adequately network,
equip and mentor/midwife into min-
istry. In traditional churches the rule
of thumb is one program/pastoral
staff person for every 100 people in
worship. In nontraditional churches
that rely heavily on lay pastors, the
number of people per program/pas-
tor staff person is much higher.

Lesson: Hire people who can stay
seven or more years and will focus
on equipping laity rather than doing
ministry. A mainline church should
generally avoid hiring ordained as-
sociate pastors until it reaches 450-
plus in worship. The first staff per-
son to add (after attendance reaches
100) is a full-time secretary. The
church’s key ministries determine
the remaining staff additions.

NUMBER
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Pastors moving too

often. The average

tenure for an ordained

pastor is around four

years. The average
tenure of a pastor in most large,
growing, dynamic churches with
great lay ministries is more than 10
years. The average pastoral tenure in
the 21st century will be 20 to 30
years. Many of the large, dynamic
churches with great lay ministries
now have pastors in the 15th years
or more.

Lesson: Early in his or her
minstry, a pastor should find a
church where a match exists be-
tween his or her vision and that of

the church and stay there for the du-
ration. All pastors should try to
“bloom where they are planted; be
there while they are there”—not wait
for God to finally give them a
“good” church. There aren’t any
“good” churches lying around. Pas-
tors and laypersons with vision de-
velop “good” churches.

Underestimating the

power of prayer in

making disciples and

decisions. All renew-
al in the church starts with prayer.
However, most prayer today is mis-
directed. Too many pastors are pro-
fessional pray-ers who pray in the
place of the laity. Instead, they
should teach laypersons to pray for
themselves and others. The next
time you ask for prayer in your
church, make note of what people
pray for. You will have to go to sev-
eral different groups of people be-
fore you hear a prayer raised on be-
half of an unchurched or pre-Chris-
tian person. Prayers are usually for
physical healing of friends and loved
ones and seldom for someone’s sal-
vation.

Lesson: Teach your people to
pray for themselves and others.
Make prayer a vital part of decision
making instead of voting or trying to
develop consensus. Organize people
with the gift of prayer into groups
that pray daily for the church and its
leaders. Develop your own prayer
life.

Not having a consum-

ing vision and pas-

sion for the transfor-

mation of people.

Too many church
leaders are going through the motion
while yearning for retirement. Too
many local church pastors are little
more than personal chaplains in dys-
functional hospitals where people
never get well and get on with life.
Yet many church members hunger
for a spiritual leader who can help
them and their church grow spiritu-
ally. Many pastors have received a
heretical view of ministry. They take
care of parishioners instead of equip-
ping them for ministry. They do
ministry rather than equipping lay-
persons to do ministry. A pastor
should never do for people what they
can do for themselves.

Lesson: If your ministry is not
driven by this passion, take your Bi-
ble and go off and pray until God
shows you the vision. If you have
this passion, then don’t let anything
distract you from living it out. If you
can’t find this passion, get out of the
ministry. Hint: Too much or too lit-
tle passion: for a vision can cause
people to lose their integrity.

This article originally appeared in
the Net Results newsletter and is reprint-
ed with permission. Bill Easum is a
church consultant based in Port Aran-
sas, Texas. A former senior pastor of
United Methodist churches, Easum now
works with churches of many denomina-
tions through 21st Century Strategies
Inc. He is a graduate of Baylor Univer-
sity, Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and Southern Methodist Uni-
versity’s Perkins School of Theology.



Senate can’t override veto of abortion procedure ban

By David Anderson & Kim Lawton
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—After
an intense debate, the Senate refused
Sept. 26 to override President Clin-
ton’s veto of a bill that would have
banned a controversial procedure used
in late-term abortions. 3

The Senate vote was 57 to 41, 10
short of the 67 needed to override the
veto, and it ends the effort to enact the
ban. A week earlier, the House voted
285-137 to override Clinton’s veto.

The bill, the Partial-Birth Abortion
Act, has become the symbolic center
of the volatile abortion debate. In the
six months since Clinton’s April 8
veto, it has been the subject of a mas-
sive lobbying effort by those on both
sides of the issue, including an unprec-

Book alleges

WASHINGTON (RNS)—A new
book claims Pope John Paul II secret-
ly worked in partnership with the CIA
to bring down Poland’s communist
government.

“His Holiness: John Paul II and the
Hidden History of our Time” by
former Washington Post reporter Carl
Bermnstein and Italian journalist Mar-
co Politi, also claims the United States
and the Vatican had a secret “infor-
mal” partnership on a range of issues
from abortion to nuclear arms.

The authors contend John Paul met

edented prayer service on the Capitol
grounds by U.S. Roman Catholic car-
dinals.

“This is one of the most defining
moments of our times,” said Sen. Dan
Coats, R-Ind., who supported the veto
override.

But Sen. Charles Robb, D-Va.,
called the debate a political one, timed
for “maximum voter impact before the
election.” Noting the argument of
abortion foes that alternate methods to
the controversial procedure exist,
Robb said, “This bill wouldn’t prohib-
it a single abortion from taking place,
even in the third trimester.”

The target of the ban is a proce-
dure to end pregnancies in the last
three months. It involves partially ex-
tracting the fetus from the womb be-
fore performing the abortion. No reli-

able statistics exist on how many abor-
tions are performed using the proce-
dure. Less than 1 percent of the esti-
mated 1.3 million abortions per-
formed in the United States each year
are done in the last trimester.

Senate supporters of the ban, cit-
ing former Surgeon General C. Ever-
ett Koop and other doctors, have de-
scribed the procedure in graphic de-
tail, arguing that it never was justified
morally or medically.

Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., called
the procedure “infanticide.”

Opponents of the ban, however,
cited the opposition of several medi-
cal societies, including the American
College of Gynecologists and Obste-
tricians, as well as the testimonials of
women who had undergone the pro-
cedure to argue that it is sometimes

secret pope-U.S. alliance

with late CIA director William Casey
and former CIA Deputy Director Ver-
non Walters 15 times, exchanging
sensitive information in a joint effort
to bring democracy to Poland while
avoiding Soviet military intervention,
the Associated Press reported.

As part of the informal alliance,
according to the book, while President
Reagan cut off funding for family
planning programs overseas, the pope
did not criticize U.S. efforts to install
cruise missiles in Western Europe.

Citing classified U.S. cables to the

White House, CIA and State Depart-
ment, Bernstein and Politi claim John
Paul was told that the CIA had secret-
ly given the Solidarity trade union
movement more than $50 million to
support its work in challenging Po-
land’s communist government.

The Vatican said it had no imme-
diate comment as John Paul prepared
for his trip to France. In 1992, how-
ever, Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls called similar allega-
tions by Bernstein “bizarre” and said
the pope never met with Casey.

Religion in workplace bill broadly backed

WASHINGTON (RNS)—A coa-
lition of more than two dozen reli-
gious and civil rights groups an-
nounced Sept. 19 support for legisla-
tion aimed at assuring that employers
try to accommodate their workers’
religious practices.

The proposed legislation, the
Workplace Religious Freedom Act,
was introduced last month in the Sen-
ate by Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., and
in the House by Rep. Jerrold Nadler,
D-N.Y.

The proposed legislation is in re-
sponse to court interpretations of 1972
amendments to the Civil Rights Act

of 1964 that supporters say have nar-
rowed the protections workers have to
practice their religion.

“For many religiously observant
Americans the greatest peril to their
ability to carry out their religious faiths
on a day-to-day basis may come from
their employers,” the American Jew-
ish Committee said in a statement an-
nouncing the formation of the coali-
tion that will lobby for the bill’s pas-
sage.

They cited instances of employers
who will not make “reasonable ac-
commodation” for employees’ obser-
vance of the Sabbath or who refuse to

allow employees to wear religiously
required garb such as a skullcap, tur-
ban, veil or other clothing that meets
modesty requirements.

Among other members of the co-
alition are the National Association
of Evangelicals, Agudath Israel of
America, Americans for;Democrat-
ic Action, the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee on Public Affairs, the Christian
Legal Society, the General Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists, the
National Council of Churches, Peo-
ple For the American Way and the
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations.

Democratic senators offer voter guide issues

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Nine
Democratic senators, including Wen-
dell Ford of Kentucky, have sent to
Pat Robertson and Ralph Reed sug-
gestions on how the legislators say the -
Christian Coalition’s 1996 voter
guides can be more Christian.

The controversial voter guides rate
lawmakers by how they voted on se-
lected issues deemed by the coalition
to reflect Christian values.

The senators submitted a list of 10
other votes in Congress, charging they
better reflect Christian values than
some of the votes the Christian Coali-
tion has included in previous guides.

“While we support efforts to edu-
cate voters on matters of public poli-
cy, we are concerned that the Chris-
tian Coalition voter guides highlight
some votes that are not reflective of
traditional Christian values and omit
others that would be reflective of those

values,” the senators said in a Sept. 12
letter to Robertson and Reed.

Efforts to obtain a Christian Coali-
tion response to the senators’ propos-
al were unsuccessful. A spokeswom-
an for the group said voter guides for
the upcoming elections are still being
composed.

At a news conference in Washing-
ton, Sen. Byron Dorgan of North Da-
kota questioned the coalition’s use of
votes such as the Star Wars defense
system and the line-item veto.

Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada noted
he had never seen anything in the vot-
er guides dealing with the environ-
ment.

Several religious leaders joined
Dorgan and Reid at the Capitol Hill
news conference.

Jay Lintner, director of the Wash-
ington Office of the United Church of
Christ’s Office for Church in Society,

said the coalition’s voter guides were
unfairly biased against Democrats.

Lintner said the 10 votes selected
by the senators reflect Christian val-
ues but distanced his group from sev-
eral of the votes chosen.

“Three were pure party line votes
and several were designed for parti-
san purposes,” he said. “But because
the Christian Coalition voting guides
are so blatantly biased, mislabeling,
distorting and they are chosen for par-
tisan purpose, we urge churches to
refrain from distributing these
guides.” ‘

In addition to Ford, Dorgan and
Reid, senators signing the letter were
Minority Leader Thomas Daschle of
South Dakota, John Rockefeller of
West Virginia, Kent Conrad of North
Dakota, John Kerry of Massachusetts,
Barbara Mikulski of Maryland and
Carl Levin of Michigan.

necessary to save a mother’s life or
preserve her fertility.

“Everyone involved in this debate
opposes late-term abortions,” said
Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., the
leader of those supporting Clinton’s
veto. “All we are saying is that in the
most tragic circumstances ... there be
an exception.”

Before the vote, an array of reli-
gious and conservative leaders who
oppose abortion held a news confer-
ence to urge the Senate to override the
veto.

Gary Bauer, president of the Fam-
ily Research Council, a Washington-
based conservative advocacy group,
predicted that simmering outrage over
the failure to override Clinton’s veto
could become “the sleeper issue” of
the 1996 election.
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Senate supporters
of the ban, citing
former Surgeon
General C. Everett
Koop and other
doctors, have
described the
procedure in
graphic detail,
arguing that it
never was justified
morally or
medically.
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B Campus atheists, humanists, skeptics form alliance.

. Students from 15 colleges and universities, saying atheist,

' humanist and skeptical views are often met with hostility on
campus, have formed the Campus Freethought Alliance to
coordinate activities, form new groups and protect the rights
of non-believing students. The group was formed during a

| meeting at the Center for Inquiry Institute of the Council for

| Secular Humanism, a national humanist group based-in

Ambherst, N.Y.

B Christian Coalition raises money for burned churches.
| The Christian Coalition has raised about $525,000 to help
' rebuild African-American churches burned during a recent
spate of arsons. Coalition spokesman Mike Russell said the
| organization is seeking information from congregations of 72
' burned churches to determine their needs for assistance.

M Priest-chaplain sues military. Vincent Rigdon, a Roman

| abortion-related lobbying effort.

Jews and whites.

Catholic priest who is also an Air Force Reserve chaplain, has
| filed suit against the military alleging his rights to free speech
| and religious freedom were violated when his military
superiors said he could not enlist his parishioners in an

M Nation of Islam hosts peace rally for rap world. Sparked
by the shooting of rap artist Tupac Shakur, the Nation of
Islam held a “Hip Hop Day of Atonement” in New York to
honor the slain 25-year-old and try to bring peace to the
sometimes violent world of “gangsta rap.” Conrad
Muhammad, the New York representative of the Nation of
Islam, gave a speech that news accounts said mixed
exhortations to black pride and self-reliance with attacks on

B House members urge school prayer amendment vote. A
recent letter signed by 92 members of the House of
Representatives urged Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., to
schedule a vote on proposed constitutional school-prayer
amendments before Congress adjourns for the fall campaign.

M Census Bureau reports a decline in U.S. poverty. The
U.S. Census Bureau last week reported declines in both the
poverty rate and the number of poor people. According to the
report, the number of poor people decreased by 1.6 million
between 1994 and 1995 to 36.4 million, and the percentage
of the population living in poverty dropped from 14.5 percent
to 13.8 percent. The poverty rate for children has been at or
above 20 percent since the early 1980s.

B Speaker says gambling wins in presidential election.
Regardless of the November presidential election’s outcome,
the gambling industry will be a winner, said Charles Lewis,
executive director of the Center for Public Integrity. The
gambling industry has given $2.5 million during the past four
years to the Democratic and Republican parties and to the
campaigns of both Bill Clinton and Bob Dole, Lewis said.

|
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For Jews and
Muslims in the

Holy Land, the

temple controversy
is very much part
of the region’s
present day
realpolitik—an
everyday contest

, between two
peoples for control
of holy ground that
has now erupted
into an unholy war.

Religion, history & politics collide in tunnel flap

By Elaine Fletcher
Religion News Service

JERUSALEM (RNS)—As riots
and gunfire exploded last week across
the West Bank and Gaza, a group of
evangelical Christians walked through

“the eerie half-light of an archaeologi-

cal tunnel, whose recent completion
ignited a virtual holy war between
Muslims and Jews.

The 30 tourists traversed the sub-
terranean passage on a transparent
footpath over the path of an ancient
aqueduct, so focused on their own re-
ligious experience that they were
largely unaware of the conflict the tun-
nel project had ignited close to the
city’s most sensitive holy sites.

The 130-yard excavation, a final
link in a system of passageways lead-
ing from the Jewish-controlled West-
ern Wall to the northwestern edge of

WORLD VIEW

the Al Agsa Mosque compound in the
Muslim quarter, has triggered the
most violent Israeli-Palestinian con-
frontations since the 1967 Arab-Israeli
war.

But in the tunnel, all was tranquil.
Gentle folds of stone rose to a peak
35 feet above the pilgrims; beneath
the transparent path, water flowed.

Suddenly, the narrow corridor

opened into a small room, with the
columns, arches and pavestones of
a commercial street from King
Herod’s time. In antiquity, it had
been a street leading to the north-
west corner of the ancient temple
open area —the holiest site in Juda-
ism. Today, it is the site of Al Agsa

Mosque and the Dome of the Rock,

the third holiest site in Islam.
When the Christians emerged

from the tunnel into the Old City’s

Muslim quarter, they were pelted

with stones thrown by angry Pales-
tinians. The tourists fled back to the
tunnel for safety and returned along
the path they had come.

For these pilgrims and most of
the world’s Christians, the Temple
Mount and its environs remain
largely abstract religious symbols,
which, at most, point symbolically
toward the second coming of the
Messiah. :

But for Jews and Muslims in the
Holy Land, the temple controversy
is very much part of the region’s
present day realpolitik—an every-
day contest between two peoples for
control of holy ground that has now
erupted into an unholy war.

Rumor, legend and religious
speculation have fed Muslim fears,
albeit unsubstantiated, of Jewish ex-
cavations directly under the Temple
Mount, in a search for lost religious

treasures.

Dan Bahat, the archaeologist
who supervised the recent Hasmo-
nean tunnel excavation, noted the
official guidebook of Al Agsa
Mosque says that there never was a
temple on the site. “That’s the
source of the problem.”

Sheikh Hassan Tahboub, head of -
the Supreme Muslim Council,
which oversees the Al Agsa
Mosque, said that point is irrelevant.
In Muslim belief, even the Western
Wall where Jews have traditionally
worshiped—as well as the adjacent
tunnel system—is all really part of
the Al Agsa Mosque compound. As
such, he said, it is Muslim property.

“It is all part of a trust given to
us by the will of God, and nobody
can give it back to anybody,” said
the Muslim leader. “We couldn’t
even enter into a debate.”

Reformation’s hometown gets Luther-mania

WITTENBERG, Germany—This
sleepy town where Martin Luther
lived for 36 years probably hasn’t seen
so much excitement since 1517, when
Luther nailed his famous 95 theses

criticizing papal practices on the door

of a local church, launching the Prot-
estant Reformation.

A major tourism campaign to mark
the 450th anniversary of Luther’s
death has brought an estimated
300,000 visitors so far this year to this
medieval town. Luther-mania shows
no sign of abating.

As autumn leaves color the land-
scape, visitors who would ordinarily
visit Germany for Octoberfests are
plying the streets of Wittenberg,
where virtually every shop window is
festooned with Luther’s portrait.

Keepsakes celebrating the birth of
Protestantism abound. More than 200
Luther souvenirs are available, from
beer mugs and key chains to cakes and
liqueurs bearing Luther’s likeness.

“Everyone who comes to Witten-
berg can get what they want in terms
of Martin Luther. If they want a T-
shirt they can get a T-shirt. If they
want history of religion, they can get

Church uni

MOSHI, Tanzania (ABP)—After
a century of seeking Christian unity,

-ecumenical dialogues have done little

to resolve differences that divide
churches around the world, a World
Council of Churches official told a
gathering in Tanzania.

“After a century of intense theolog-
ical activity, the churches in most
places seem no closer to unity,” Alan
Falconer told a meeting of the coun-

ity effo

history of religion,” said Stephan
Schelhaas, director of Wittenberg’s
tourist information bureau.

The emphasis on Luther is per-
ceived as a good thing by those who
endured two generations of official
atheism under the former communist
regime. But others are irked by the
idea of marketing Luther, who spent
his life preaching against the commer-
cialization of spirituality.

Tensions between church and tour-
ism officials erupted earlier this sum-
mer when Friedrich Schorlemmer, a
local minister of the Evangelical (Prot-
estant) Church, accused tourism offi-
cials of being “spiritual eunuchs.” In
amagazine article, Schorlemmer con-
demned the tourism project for its crass
commercialism and lack of serious theo-
logical and scholarly substance.

But in a town where only 25 per-
cent of the residents still identify
themselves as Christians, the question
became, Who owns Luther?

“Ireally don’t understand what the
church has against what we do,” said
Schelhaas. “Luther isn’t only a reli-
gious figure, he’s also an important
historical and social figure. ... Why

rt falli

cil’s Faith and Order Commission.

Relations between Christian de-
nominations have improved during
the 20th century, but-“the fruits of the
struggle for consensus have not ma-
terialized,” he said.

Founders of the so-called ecu-
menical movement, which led to es-
tablishment of the World Council of
Churches in 1948, believed theolog-
ical dialogue could help resolve dif-

shouldn’t people be allowed to make
of him what they want?”

While most of the region’s minis-
ters have refrained from epithet-sling-
ing, there is a general agreement that
the boundaries of good taste have of-
ten been overstepped.

Not all of Wittenberg’s residents
see Luther-mania as a bad thing.

“There are two generations of res-
idents who, because of forced atheism

.., have not set foot in a church,” said
Martin Treu, director of the Luther-
halle, a museum and center for schol-
arly research. “The good thing about
this campaign is that it is getting peo-
ple reacquainted with Luther.”

Mike Huettenrauch, owner of the
town’s Irish Harp pub, agreed.

“Some of the stuff may have been
mega-kitsch, like the rock ‘n’ roll con-
cert with a laser show the town put on
in honor of Martin Luther in June,”
he said. ‘“The important thing is that
young people are learning about Luth-
er. Even though most of them aren’t
religious, it’s good for young Ger-
mans to be proud of Luther. They re-
ally don’t have many great role mod-
els to look back on.”

ng short, speaker says

ferences of faith and church order
and thus unify Christianity, Falcon-
er said.

On the brink of a new century,
however, trends indicate Christianity
in many places is becoming more sec-
tarian, he said.

“There seems t6 be a growing ten-
dency in the churches to wish to as-
sert their confessional identity and to
resist change,” Falconer said.

Report says sex slaves kept by African ‘holy men’

NEW YORK (RNS)—The Anti-
Slavery Society of Australia has
charged that as many as 35,000 wom-
en and girls—some as young as age

- 8—are being held as sex slaves by tra-

ditional religious leaders in west Af-
rica.

The society, in a report released
Sept. 16, said the females were given
voluntarily by their families “in order
to appease the gods and to atone for

wrongs committed by their relatives,
usually male relations.”

The report—The Forgotten Girl-
Slaves of West Africa”—said the fe-
males were being held principally in
Ghana, but also in Togo, Benin and
Nigeria. The report was compiled by
an Australian lawyer and included tes-
timonies and photographs of females
ranging in age from 8 to 86.

Elizabeth Evatt, Australia’s repre-

sentative to the U.N. Human Rights
Committee, called the situation a trag-
edy.

»The anti-slavery society has begun
to raise funds to help gain the freedom
of at least some of the female slaves.
But Paul Bravender-Coyle, the attor-
ney who compiled the report, said the
only long-term solution to the prob-
lem is “to educate the people and the
priests.”



Kentucky Baptists help build South Dakota camp |

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

CUSTER, S.D.—Bill Savery has
met some Kentucky champions, and
they aren’t even Wildcats.

The pastor of First Baptist Church
in Custer, S.D., called youth from .
three Kentucky churches who have
helped construct a youth camp during
the past three years “some of the fin-
est people I have ever met. They are
champions.”

In 1994, a group from Macedonia

Baptist Church in Owensboro were .

the first Kentuckians to make the trek
west.

That year, 15 youth and adults, led
by Youth Minister Paul Gunn, worked
on a log dining hall for Camp Volun-
teer, which is owned by First Baptist
Church.

“A couple of the youth had never
held a hammer, but they learned
quickly,” Savery said.

The next year, Macedonia enlisted
a mission group from Calvary Baptist
Church in Lexington to join them.
That year, the two groups completed
the walls of two log cabins and did
more work on the dining hall, Gunn
said. ;

This past summer, in addition to
building a cabin, the two groups ex-

— NENTUGRY

perienced the fruits of their hard work
as they hosted the camp’s first retreat,
Calvary’s Youth Minister Linc Tay-
lor said. Fourteen children from the
Pine Ridge Native American Reser-
vation, 70 miles from Custer, enjoyed
a week at the camp. In addition to
working at.the camp, both youth

. groups spent time with children on the

reservation.

Also this summer, a group of 47
youth and adults from Springdale
Baptist Church in Louisville followed
up by mowing and cleaning the five-

acre camp property, said Tracy Turn-
er, Springdale’s minister to students.

“They were a gung-ho, no non-
sense group, too,” Savery said. “When
they left, the campground was in im-
maculate shape.”

Two college-age men on the
Springdale team were so moved by
the needs in the area, they came back
to Kentucky, made arrangéments to
put their summer work plans on hold
and returned to Custer to work two
additional weeks, Savery said. “They
were incredible.”

SUMMER CAMP B Top: Paula Bauscher
and Jessica Peters of Macedonia Baptist
Church in Owensboro skin logs for a cabin
built at Camp Volunteer in the Black Hills
of South Dakota. The camp is about 70
miles from Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
and will be used by groups seeking to
minister to Native American Sioux. H Left:
Sarah Ellington of Calvary Baptist in
Lexington swings one of the many children
at the playground of Lakota Baptist Church
at the reservation. The children are so
starved for aftention, they play with youth
groups until they are told to go home, said
Paul Gunn, youth minister of Macedonia
Baptist Church.
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Entertainment analyst trying
to bridge Christians & Disney

Continued from page 1
pulp fiction such as “Kazaam”
bombed.

An ironic outcome of this poor
showing on both extremes of the mov-
ie spectrum is Kilday’s prediction for
next summer’s movie crop: “More
PG-13 movies for the entire family
and fewer G-rated films.”

Another plot twist occurred with
Disney’s big summer release, “The
Hunchback of Notre Dame,” a family
movie in which Disney attempted to
introduce more adult themes.
~  “Hunchback” is projected to gross
$100 million in box-office receipts.
That’s a profit of $30 million, but it’s
the lowest domestic gross for a classi-
cally animated Disney film since
1989’s “Little Mermaid,” Entertain-
ment Weekly reported. “For all the
money Disney will make from ‘The
Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ the in-
dustry still considers the film a major
disappointment.”

“Hunchback” was criticized by
many conservative Christians as fur-
ther proof that Disney has abandoned
family values.

Soon after the movie was released,

messengers to the June Southern Bap-

conditioning system is

in Hopkinsville

State Missions Offering
199 Goal: $800,000

A personal word about
- Hubat

Here in Christian County, we have a new
multi-purpose ministry building near Gate 4 at
Fort Campbell. This is our meeting place for
military men and women,
worship, Bible study,
fellowship and recreation.
The new building is also
used for our Hispanic
ministry, and a Korean
~ congregation will be
~ using the building for

State Missions, the heating and air

McConnell, pastor of Fruit Hill Baptist Church

Boldly Go! Support the Eliza Broadus

tist Convention threatened a boycott
of all Disney products as a protest of
the company’s personnel policies re-
lated to benefits for partners of homo-
sexuals. ,

Baehr has been positioning himself
as a peacebroker in the SBC flap with
Disney, according to the October
1996 issue of Charisma magazine.

Baehr said the SBC protest, which
has been joined by other conservative
religious groups, may have hit
“Hunchback” in the pocketbook.

But this summer’s Disney flap il-
lustrates the lack of good communi-
cation between Christians and Holly-
wood, Baehr said.

“Disney’s domestic partner insur-
ance is dumb and abhorrent,” he said.
“But you have to understand that Dis-
ney was one of the last entertainment
companies to adjust for gays, and for
years drew the wrath of homosexuals
for their procrastination.”

Disney officials are equally con-
fused about the Christian communi-
ty’s desires, he added. “We are re-
establishing communication lines to
help Disney understand who the
Christians are and what their concerns

2

are.

English as a Second
Language lessons.
Thanks to the Eliza
Broadus Offering for

being completed. Ralph




~ Northeast. It is locate neara -
~_governmeni-run rest stop, ed-

~ucation center and medical
- clinic for migrants. ~
- The government facilities
. .,wlll move in 1997 to anew lo-

. _cation on Interstate 30, “When
they move, we need to move
- the same day,” said center d1-’ :
- rector Paul Roaten. =
. Arkansas Baptist missions
: ,dlrector Jxmmy Barrentm o

Agencies want help for Kurdish asmstants |

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Despite
the evacuation to Turkey of 2,100
Kurds, U.S. aid groups have called
upon the American government to do
more to help those Kurds who worked
for the aid groups in northern Iraq and
who now fear reprisals from Saddam
Hussein.

The Kurds who fled to Turkey
were being airlifted Sept. 16 by the
United States to Guam, prior to their
expected resettlement in the United
States.

The Kurds, accompanied by fami-
ly members, feared being targeted by
the Iraqi dictator for having cooperat-
ed with the United States in an area
that now has fallen under the control
of other Kurds aligned with Hussein.

The current U.S. plan is to evacu-
ate only those Kurds directly hired by
the U.S. military-and U.S. government
agencies,. leaving those who worked
with the non-governmental aid agen-
cies in danger.

Martin Wenick, chairman of the
committee on migration and refugee
affairs of InterAction, an umbrella
agency of refugee assistance groups,
said some Kurds who worked with the
U.S. agencies already have been exe-
cuted because of “their service to the
international relief operation.”

The aid groups began working in
northern Iraq in 1991 following Bagh-
dad’s effort to crush a Kurdish revolt
that began in the aftermath of the Per-
sian Gulf War. The United States and
its allies established a Kurdish “safe
area” in which the aid groups operat-
ed. That safe area has now been over-
run.

“Our agencies stand ready to offer

you assistance to rescue these dedicat-
ed relief workers,” Wenick said in a
letter to Assistant Secretary of State
Phyllis Oakley.

A Southern Baptist worker in An-
kara, Turkey, said he is concerned for
the safety of Kurdish staff who assist-
ed Southern Baptist relief work.

“We have about 60 (Kurdish) staff,
and about 300 people including all
their family members,” he said.

The worker, who asked not to be
identified for security reasons, over-
sees relief and medical work South-
ern Baptists have performed in north-
ern Iraq since the end of the Gulf War.

“We’ve been here for a week talk-
ing to the U.S. Embassy, representa-
tives of the U.S. Office of Disaster
Assistance , UNICEF, the U.N. High
Commission for Refugees and others.
We can’t get them to give us a defi-

nite answer.”

The Iragi-allied Kurdish Demo-
cratic Party has said it will protect
these workers, but the worker said
Saddam has made no secret of his in-
tention to punish Kurds who have
worked with the U.S. government or
Western aid groups since the Gulf
War.

“To Saddam it doesn’t make any
difference whether they’re a direct
hire or work for a (private agency),”
he said. “He’s going to kill them just
the same. They need protection and
they need to get out.”

The worker said a U.S. Embassy
official told him Kurdish employees
of private relief agencies were “not
even part of the discussion anymore”
as evacuation plans developed.

With additional reporting by Baptist
Press.

Institutional expressions

How fortunate we Kentucky
Baptists are to have the variety and
quality of institutional life we have,
and what a great job each institu-
tion is doing in touching the lives
of those they serve in the name of
Christ and in behalf of you and me
and our churches. They deserve
our affection and a full measure of
our financial support,
and you and I deserve
the opportunity to pro-
vide that support.

In my early years as

KENTUCKY

BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

the lump” of our various institu-
tions? They have much to do with
how we are perceived by people
who otherwise would never see
anything but our church buildings.

Please join me in demonstrat-
ing “warm, fuzzy feelings” for:
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren, Oneida Baptist Institute,
Clear Creek Baptist Bi-
ble College, Camp-
bellsville University,
Cumberland College,
Georgetown College

the Kentucky Baptist
Convention business
manager, then Execu-
tive Secretary Franklin
Owen taught me so
much about the value of
the institutional expres-
sions of our Conven-
tion’s life. He taught me

* Barry Allen

and Baptist Healthcare
System. In addition to
these, whose boards are
elected by the Ken-
tucky Baptist Conven-
tion, the Foundation is
pleased to serve Mid-
Continent Baptist Bible
College. And surround-

how much they are our
self-image and how much we need
them to accomplish Christ’s mis-
sion in Kentucky and beyond. I
also learned from him what a great
part they are of our image to oth-
ers. People see them. These visi-
ble, tangible institutions operated
by Kentucky Baptists give realiza-
tion to the public that we are doing
things beyond our churches—
things that make a difference in our
society, and who can measure the
value to society of the “leaven of

ing all of these with ser-
vice and support are the Western
Recorder, the Foundation and Ken-
tucky Woman'’s Missionary Union.-

Give us acall at (502) 244-6466
so we can show you how you can
provide permanent financial sup-
port through the Foundation to one
or more of your favorite Baptist
causes.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

Costly mistakes
By Charles Cox Jr.

Elvis Presley ...
Marilyn Monroe ...
J.P. Morgan ...
John Wayne ...

Through the years, these names
have become synonymous with
wealth and influence.
Like you, they had fam-
ilies and friends.

But, with all their
fame and fortune, each
made at least one cost-
ly mistake that profoundly affect-
ed their families and loved ones
forever—none had a proper estate
plan.

As a result, the estates of these
famous people experienced ex-
tremely high settlement costs and
unnecessarily large shrinkage. As
amatter of fact, Elvis Presley’s siz-
able estate shrank by a whopping
73 percent because of inadequate
planning.

If you haven’t planned for your
estate, the federal and state govern-
ments have. That’s right. Federal
and state laws could dictate, in cer-
tain situations, what is done with
an estate if there is not a proper
plan in place.

A lack of planning could cost
your family and loved ones con-
siderable expense and countless

BAPTIST
HEALTHCARE

FOUNDATION

-ing helpful estate planning materi-

hours of unnecessary work and
frustration. However, appropriate
estate planning will prove to be an
incalculable blessing for the per-
sons, ministries and institutions
you cherish.

Baptist Healthcare Foundation
wants to help you help others.

Each day, we provide helpful,
easy-to-understand ma-
terial for persons inter-
ested in learning more
about the importance of
wise stewardship. Also,
the Foundation offers
free estate planning seminars in our
hospitals throughout the year.

If you are interested in receiv-

al, attending an upcoming estate
planning seminar in your area or
scheduling an appointment to talk
with someone from Baptist Health-
care Foundation about the impor-
tance of wise financial planning,
please contact Baptist Healthcare
Foundation. Our materials and ser-
vices are offered to you at no cost
or obligation.

Any questions or comments con-
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion should be directed to Charles W.
Cox Jr., president of Baptist Health-
care Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way,
Louisville, KY 40207. (502) 896-5003
or (800) 224-4745.
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RELIEF Kurdish refugee
children carry food
delivered by Southern
Baptists after the 1991
Persian Gulf War. Relief
workers now say Kurdish
employees of the ongoing
relief effort in northern Iraq
face possible death at the
hands of Iragis who have
re-entered the region. (BP
file photo by Paul Obregon)
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“Words are
completely
inadequate to
express my
personal
appreciation and
the gratitude of
countless North
Carolina citizens
for the ministry
offered by the
Baptist people
from your state.”
Roy Smith, executive
director-treasurer for the
Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina, in a
letter to Kentucky Baptist
Convention Executive

Secretary-Treasurer Bill
Marshall.
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North Carolina Baptists laud Kentucky volunteers

By David Winfrey
News Director

JACKSONVILLE, N.C.—Ken-
tucky Baptists have left the storm-
damaged community of Jacksonville,
but not before aiding many families
and leaving a good impression of
Christians and Baptists, according to
the director of missions for the local
Baptist association.

Kentucky Baptists pulled out Sept.
24, said E.J. Hines. During their time
in Jacksonville, near the U.S. Marine
base Camp Lejeune, 117 Kentucky
volunteers served about 33,000 meals
and helped clear debris from the
homes and property of 193 families,
Hines said.

“They endeared themselves to Tar-
heels,” he said. “They were beautiful
people who did a marvelous thing to
validate the Christian faith, to
strengthen the work of local church-
es, to inspire local leadership to be-
come better organized for disaster re-
lief themselves.”

Local volunteers were impressed
by the work ethic of Kentucky Bap-

tists,” who labored through rain and.

other difficulties, Hines said.

“They did not shy away from hard
work,” he said. “I saw a work ethlc in
them that was very, impressive.”

Roy Smith, executive director-trea-
surer for the Baptist State Convention

| of North Carolina, also praised Ken-

tucky Baptist workers. -

- “Words are completely inadequate
to. express my personal appreciation
and the gratitude of countless North

Carolina citizens for the ministry of-

fered by the Baptist people from your

state,” Smith wrote in a letter to Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention Executive
Secretary-Treasurer Bill Marshall.

“Men and women of all ages have
responded to the call and have dem-
onstrated the meaning of Christian
concern and compassion as they have
‘ministered in Jesus’ name,”” Smith
wrote.

Volunteers from Kentucky and
other states have gone, but North Car-
olinians continue to labor, Hines said.
Fran cut a 70-mile path of destruction
from the coast to the state capital,
about 100 miles inland, he said.

New River Baptist Association’s
complex in Jacksonville sustained
about $135,000 worth of damage to
roofs of two buildings and their con-
tents, he said.

Homes in 18 counties were affect-
ed, but Hines said the county where
Jacksonville is located had the most
damaged or destroyed res1dences
5,889.

“We’re gomg tobe living with thls
a long time,” he said, adding that it
will take time to learn which families
were uninsured or underinsured. “Al-
ready we’re discovering that some
lower-income folks didn’t have a pen-
ny” in insurance. :

. Kentucky Baptists aided the min-

1stry of local churches, Hines added.

“Their deeds were very impressive
and needed, but beyond that the spirit

of Christ and their compassion was so .

contagious that it has affected not only
Baptists but also this community.”

BLOWN DOWN The steeple of New River Baptist Church in Jacksonville, N.C., lies beside
the church building after Hurricane Fran. (Photo by Mitch Bradshaw)

Bethlehem Baptist Church, Oneida, Tenn.
Great Commission Missions Conference

October 6 with Dr. Larry Lewis, President, HMB
8 a.m. Men’s Breakfast - 11 a.m. Morning Worship

- October 13 with Dr. Jerry Rankin, President, FMB
6 p.m. International Potluck « 7 p.m. Evening Worshlp

Brother Lon Chenowith, Pastor
-.(423) 569-4518, (423) 569-8868

| An award-winning college

~ By Robert Dunston

Recently, Cumberland College
received two recognitions.

First, Cumberland was selected
for inclusion in the Student Guide
to America’s 100 Best College
Buys, 1997-98. Criteria for selec-
tion included schools whose costs
for the 1996-97 academic year will
be below average, but
whose 1995-96 fresh-
man class had grade
point averages or SAT/
ACT scores above the

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

dress spiritual and moral needs as
well as material needs and must
encourage individual dignity and
self-sufficiency.

This past summer, Mountain
Outreach built four houses for peo-
ple who would not have had them
otherwise. These are not gifts. New
homeowners help with construction
and pay off the cost of building their
home during a period of
years. When the last
payment is made, the
home is theirs. Students
in Mountain ‘Outreach

national average. A total
of .1,782 colleges and
universities were sur-
veyed and Cumberland

| College made the grade.
We are obviously de-
lighted to be included.

stay.in touch with the
families through the
years, offering friend-
ship, support and spiri-
tual encouragement and
guidance. Often, as
homes are built, lives

Cumberland’s adminis-
tration, faculty and staff have been
committed for many years to pro-
viding the best in quality Christian
education at the lowest price possi-
“ble.
-Second, the Acton Institute se-
| lected Cumberland Mountain Out-
reach program as one of 10 recipi-
. ents of the 1996 Samaritan Awards.
The Samaritan Awards honor pri-
vate initiatives across the nation
seeking to meet needs. The judges
look for programs that demonstrate
life-changing work and that can be
replicated in other places by other
groups. The programs need to ad-

also are rebuilt upon the
foundation of Christ.

These awards Cumberland re-
ceived indicate the value of Chris-
tian education. To obtain the knowl-
edge, skills and discipline necessary
to succeed in life is what every col-
lege and university should provide.
Christian institutions of higher ed-
ucation, zike Cumberland, go be-
yond that goal and provide a chal-
lenge and a framework to lead and
serve under the lordship of Christ.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland Col-
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Williams-
burg, Ky. 40769

Seams of gold

The innocence and purity of a
child’s smile can cheer your heart.
But when S-year-old Rita first
came into the care of a Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children fos-
ter family, her grin showed rotten,
broken teeth—signs of the awful
neglect she had endured. In addi-
tion, Rita could not hear or
speak—not because of injury or
retardation, but be-
cause no one had taken
the time to nourish her
body or stimulate her
senses so that she could
grow properly.

Once in care, Rita
clung to her foster par-
ents as if they were her
life preservers. This
wonderful Christian
family helped her to
know that she is a pre-
cious child of God. Her

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Brenda Gray

see, hear and touch what is at the
heart of the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children ministry—
the love of Christ.

In Japan, a potter will prize a
cracked pot beyond all others.
Sometimes he will fill the seams
with gold and put the repaired
pots in places of honor. Damaged
pots are cherished more because

of the pain and difficul-
ty the vessel has en-
dured.

Many people might
not see the value of pre-
cious children like
Rita—perhaps they

- look at the damage sur-
rounding the pot and
forget that it is still in-
tact. Rita’s teeth were
broken, but someone
still noticed her smile.

KBHC needs foster

broken smile was re-

paired, and she was given the
medical care she needed to help
her hear.

And as the fog of the past lift-
ed, Rita found her own tender,
sweet voice. She even developed
a talent for asking those difficult

such as “Where does the wind
come from?” and “What’s behind
the sky?”
Through her foster family, this
-now delightfully animated little
girl has been given a chance to

questions that 5-year-olds ask-

families for many more
children like Rita. Is God leading
you to give a child a chance at
wholeness? Are you a person who
can fill the seams of a broken ves-
sel with gold? If you think you
might be, please give us a call at
the number below!

Brenda Gray is vice president for
development and communications for
the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middle-
town, Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-
1386. The World Wide Web address
is: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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FINANCIAL FORUM

Life insurance
policies as
charitable gifts

By Laurie Valentine

Using life insurance to
fund a charitable gift can pro-
vide you with both current and
deferred giving benefits. It can
also provide you the opportu-
nity to make a bigger ultimate
gift for charity than you ever
thought possible.

While you may not be able
to make a gift of thousands of
dollars all at once, you may be
able to make a gift of smaller
amounts on a regular basis to
cover the cost of premiums for
a life insurance policy on your
life. :

To accomplish this type of
gifting, all you do is irrevoca-
bly transfer either the owner-
ship of a policy that you al-
ready have or a new policy to
your church or other charita-
ble cause. Then, each year

thereafter you would make

gifts equal to ,the,amgunt the |
church or other cause ‘would *

need to pay the prermums on
the policy. 3
You are entitled to a cur-
rent charitable income tax de-
duction approximately equal
to the cash surrender value of

the policy at the time you ir-

revocably transfer the owner-
ship to the charity. You will
also be able to deduct the gifts
you make each year to pay the

continuing premiums on the -

policy.

At your death, the charity
as beneficiary can collect the
proceeds immediately. There
is no waiting for probate set-
tlement of your estate, and the
charity usually incurs no ex-
pense to collect the death ben-
efit. Best of all, the amount the
charity receives at your death
generally far exceeds the cu-

mulative amount of the premi- | - '

- ums paid during your lifetime.

Making this type of gift -

provides you with the satisfac-
tion of knowing that some-
thing of yourself is left behind
to provide continuing benefits
to a cause that you have sup-
ported during your lifetime. It
provides the charity with fi-
nancial resources to ensure a
measure of long term financial
strength and stability to carry
out its programs and missions.

Life insurance and charita-
_ ble giving—a winning combi-
nation for many would-be
charitable donors!

Laurie Valentine is trust coun-
sel for the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation.

Counselor seeing gambling debts skyrocket

BATON ROUGE, La. (BP)—Un-
til a few years ago, large gambling
debts had little impact on Dave
Sledge’s work as chief executive of
Consumer Credit Counseling Servic-
es.

Now, however: “Every day our
counselors are sitting down with peo-
ple just wiped out by gambling,” he
said.

Sledge added that his company
takes no legal or moral stand on gam-
bling.

“But it’s fair to say that experience

has demonstrated that a lot of people
have gotten hooked and cannot deal
with it. We’ve seen them lose their
savings, their cars, their homes.”

A disturbing aspect is that counse-
lors are seeing a new kind of person
caught in the debt trap, he said.

“We’re seeing people in their 30s,
40s, 50s who have kept their noses
clean all of their lives in terms of fi-
nancial management and credit,”
Sledge noted. “But then gambling
moved into their area and, bam, they
get hooked. And before they know it,

they’re in serious trouble financially.”

Sledge said clients often have gam-
bling debts more than double their
annual salaries.

Problem gambling already runs
deeper than many people realize, he
added.

“We’re seeing just the tip of the
iceberg here,” said Sledge, adding he
has seen a 13 percent increase in cli-
ents this year. “All you have to do to
get an idea of that is to listen to the
talk on the street. Bankruptcy lawyers
are laughing all the way to the bank.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED: Minister of worship,
Glasgow Baptist Church, 375+ aver-
age worship-attendance. Great oppor-
tunity in growing county seat church.
Handbells, fully graded children’s
choir, instrumental ensembles, vocal
ensembles. Send resumé to: Minister
of Worship Search Committee, Glas-
gow Baptist Church, P.O. Box 489,
Glasgow, KY 42141.

SEEKING: Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children is seeking a com-
munications assistant for its commu-
nications office. Position requires
good organizational, computer and
communication skills. Send resumé
to: 10801 Shelbyville Road, Louis-
ville, KY 40243, Attn: Human Re-

 sources. EOE.

SEEKINGV Concord Baptist

‘Charch pastor retmng 12-31-96. The

church will receive resumés from
those interested in seeking the posi-
tion of pastor through the end of Oc-
tober. Concord is a rural church 13
miles southeast of Madisonville in

western Kentucky. The church was

organized in 1838 and is a member of

‘Little Bethel Baptist Association.

Send resumeés to: Pastor Search Com-

‘mittee, Concord Baptist Church, 7650

White Plains Road, White Plains, KY
42464.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: Plano Baptist
Church, 600 Plano-Richpond Road,
Bowling Green, KY 42104, Attn:
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Youth minister; bivo-
cational experience preferred. Person
to provide dynamic, fun, biblically-
based leadership of youth ministry.
Send resumé to: Buck Grove Baptist,
255 Buck Grove Road, Ekron, KY
40117, Attn: Beth. :

.CLEANING: Need your win-
dows cleaned or gutters cleaned out?
Residential or commercial, call (502)
363—4324 for free estimate.

' SEEKING: A multiple- -staff,
seeker sensitive, -  purpose-driven
church is looking for a full-time youth
and children’s minister to provide vi-
sion, direction, training and leadership
to a team of volunteers. Individual
must be gifted in teaching and must
have management skills, a high ener-
gy level, fresh ideas and the ability to
function in a team approach to minis-
try. Interested? Experienced? Chal-

Friday Luncheon -

1996 Owensboro Area-Wide Bible Conference
October 23-25 - 6:30 Nightly
Yellow Creek Baptist Church
1555 Ky. 144, Owensboro, KY 42303

(502) 281-4118
Dr. C. Wyman Copass, Pastor

Conference Speakers:
Wednesday Night: Dr. James Merritt, Snellville, Ga.
Rev. L.C. Gray, Owensboro
Thursday Night: Dr. John Phillips, Memphis, Tenn.
‘Rev. Sam Cathy, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Friday Night: Dr. John Phillips, Memphis, Tenn. .
Dr. Bobby Boyles, Oklahoma City, Okla.

11:30 am. - Yellow Creek Baptist Church

Dr. Phillips, Speaker

Music Personalities:
Music Evangelists Bud and Barbara Lee, Kansas City, Mo.
Blood Bought Trio, Owensboro
Harrington Trio, Owensboro
Combined choirs under dlI‘eCtIOIl of Ron Harrmgton

Room reservations available at Days-Inn, Owensboro - (502) 684-9621

lenged? Send resumé to: Search Com-
mittee, Springfield Baptist Church,
Springfield, K'Y 40069. Phone: (606)
336-3544.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth, either single individual or cou-
ple, interested in building an exciting
youth program. Salary plus use of par-
sonage negotiable. If interested, send
resumé to: Hillcrest Baptist Church,
Personnel Committee, 684 Devils
Hollow Road, Frankfort, KY 40601.

‘FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor-
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail-
able for vacation rental. Large pool,
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates May through
mid-December: $575. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897.
5079 (office).

LOVELY GIFTS: Beautifully
hand-framed Scripture pictures. Orig-
inal designs. Personalizing available.
Very nice! From $15. Free-color bro-
chure. Call: (800) 886-4611. The
Crown Prints Gallery.

CARE: Kinnett Care. Services in-
clude live-in and hourly care, person-
al care, meals, housekeeping, com-
panionship. Free in-home assessment;
insured and bonded. Call 24 hours,

~ (502) 499-7771.

QS OMEGA
SERVICES
ELIZABETHTOWN, KY

.
1-800-545-4793

For Your

TAPE
LB Ministry
AUDIO - VIDEO

Let’s not let

children go

hungry any
longer!

' Help the
Children

PO. Box 1511
Pikeville, KY 41502

$20 will feed a family
for one month
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“We’re seeing just
the tip of the
iceberg here.”
Dave Sledge, chief
executive of Consumer
Credit Counseling
Services in Baton
Rouge, La.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

M Church building-
related needs in Russia:
1 A roof for Central
church in Bryansk.

1 $1500 to install an
electrical system at
Dzerzhinski church.

} Sealer for Vishney
Volochok building.

B Upcoming
associational annual
meetings in the seven

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BATTLETOWN—Wolf Creek
Church will celebrate its 175th anni-
versary Oct. 13. Lowell Cantrall will
be guest speaker at the 11 a.m. ser-
vice. Tom Taylor is pastor. Call (502)
968-6491 for more information.

B CADIZ—New Hope Church cele-
brated its homecoming Sept. 15, with
a day of praise, worship and fellow-
ship.

Rock Front Church celebrated its
homecoming Sept. 15. Irvin Darnall
was guest speaker.

B CRESTWOOD—Harrods Creek
Church will celebrate its 200th anni-
versary soon. All pastors, ministers of
music and/or youth, present and
former members should contact Bar-
bara Brannin at (502) 241-8863.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Aug. 15. He is available to supply
preach. Contact him at: 103 North
Main St., P.O. Box 317, Crittenden,
Ky. 41030 or call (606) 428-2116.
B DEXTER—South Marshall
Church called Howard Conner as
pastor Aug. 7.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Valley
Creek Church will begin two Sunday
morning services at 8:15 and 10:45
a.m. Oct. 6. Call (502) 737-9282 for
more information. Steven Hill is pas-
tor.

B HOPKINSVILLE—Henderson
Memorial Church recently called
John Reed as minister of education
and activities. He is a graduate of
Cumberland College and Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas.

B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont
Church will celebrate its 85th anniver-
sary Oct. 6. at 10:45 a.m. and 1:30
p-.m. Former Pastor Ray Dobbins will

aSSOCIatIOHS Wthh fOI’m Leave a message with your name, ad-
the Baptist Convention | dress and phone number.
of New England. | @ CRITTENDEN—Gene Liv-
M Greater Boston | ingood retired as pastor of Gardners-
Baptist Association | ville Church in Pendleton County
Director of Missions
Ignatius Meimaris.

B Baptist Convention of
-New England Executive
Director Ken Lyle.

HOLYLANDTOUR

9 Days -- Depart Monday, December 30
"Mountain-top spiritual experiences"
Dr. Wayne Dehoney
Past President SBC
For a brochure and details phone or write:
BIBLELAND TRAVEL, 1024 South Third, Louisville, KY 40203
Office Phone: 502/583-1080 or 800/325-6708

Dr. Wayne Ward

Seminary Professor

Home phones:

The Dehoneys--502/896-0985 The Wards--502/895-2524

Optional Extensions:

PETRA-ANCIENTEGYPT/ATHENS-CORINTH/ROME
CAIRO& NILERIVER CRUISE
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be guest speaker. Call Lillian Perkins
at (502) 368-0650 for more informa-
tion.

Eighteenth Street Church will or-
dain Larry Ferguson, Greg Sexton
and Randall Constant Jr. as deacons
Oct. 6.

Bill Emerson resigned as minister
of music at Jeffersontown Church, ef-
fective Sept. 29, to become minister
of music at United Methodist Church
in Athens, Ga.

Worship with Michael Card in
concert and support missions to Gha-
na when you buy your ticket from Salt
& Light Ministries. Concert is Oct. 26
at 7:30 p.m., Memorial Auditorium.
Call Salt & Light at (502) 895-1573
for tickets.

Jim Carpenter resigned as pastor
at Woodland Church to become asso-
ciational missionary for Tri-County
Baptist Association in Martinsburg,
W.Va.

B MIDDLESBORO—Phillip Akers
celebrated his 17th anniversary as vid-
eo coordinator at First Church Sept.
28. :

B MURRAY—Grace Church called
Wesley Feltner as youth minister.

James Simmons celebrated his
10th anniversary as pastor at Memo-
rial Church. Also, Paul Adams was
called as minister of music. He be-
gan his new ministry Sept. 1.

YOUTHGROUPSNEEDED

[l Atlanta, Orlando, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Buffalo,

i New Orleans, Branson, Denver, Tampa, Chicago

‘ for summer missions. We provide meals, lodging,

assignment. For info, costs, contact Youth on

Mission, Bx 2095, Rocky Mt, NC, 27802
: (800) 299-0385

Record offering
collected by
World Changers

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—Partici-
pants in this year’s World Changers
projects gave arecord $28,112 to sup-
port ministries in Memphis, Tenn.,
and Savannah, Ga.

World Changers director Andy
Morris said the contributions represent
participants’ “commitment to a com-
plete missions experience of not only
praying for missions and doing mis-
sions, but also giving to missions.”

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commission, World
Changers involves youth in missions
projects including home construction
and renovation or participation in in-
ner-city ministries and paint projects.

Brinkley Heights Baptist Church in
Memphis, the Union Mission in Sa-
vannah and Savannah Baptist Center
will receive this year’s offering. -

Brinkley Heights Baptist Church
offers emergency food and clothing
assistance, summer children’s clubs,
apartment Bible studies, substance
abuse counseling and health-care
screening.

Union Mission in Savannah pro-
vides homeless people with housing
as well as education and job training
programs and substance abuse treat-
ment. It also offers ministry to people
with AIDS.

Savannah Baptist Center offers
age-graded Bible studies; a food pan-
try and clothing closet, tutorial servic-
es and literacy classes. -

We have just completed our fall revival. Much
time had been spent in prayer by our faculty, staff
and students. This was the first time many of our
students had ever attended a revival. We never
know what they are thinking.

I remember the first time I heard the term “re-
vival.” Not having grown up in a Christian home,
I remember riding in a car and seeing a tent on
some vacant field. When I asked my mother why
the tent was there, she told me it was a “revival.”
You and I know that a tent does not
mean that a revival is going on. My
mother probably did not understand the
true meaning of revival.

I think we had a “true revival” last
week. The evangelist was our own
Steve Crumpler, one of our science
teachers. Steve knows our students,
and has a good understanding of the
messages they and our faculty and staff
need. We not.only had the traditional
evening services, but we also used our
daily chapel services for revival mes-
sages. On. Sunday morning and

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. ndenNood

‘Look on the fields; they are white already unto harvest’

. could pray with them.

Some of these students had only been at Onei-
da for a few weeks. Others had been here much
longer. We know about 60 percent of our students
are not Christians when they come to us. Many
Christian schools will not accept a student who is
not a Christian. 3

We believe that a Christian school has no great-
er opportunity or responsibility than to provide
an environment in which lost students can be told

of a Savior who loves them. We know
that every boy and girl will not become
a Christian while attending our school.
But many will, and many others will
remember the spiritual things taught
them while here.

In Mark 1:17, Jesus said he wants
to make us “fishers of men.” We are
not responsible for the harvest, but we
are to cast our nets on both sides of the
boat in hope of leading some to Jesus.
Some would criticize us for taking so
many students. who do not meet cer-
tain standards. They would advise us

evening several students accepted

- Jesus as Lord and Savior of their lives. Others re-
dedicated their lives to the Lord, and still others
came to pray and request prayer.

I am happy to say that many other students
responded to the invitation in our chapel services.
Coming forward during chapel is a little more dif-
ficult than in an evening service, because at chap-
el every student and teacher is in attendance. It is
not easy to make a public decision in front of your
peers. But in every chapel service, 10 to 20 stu-

 dents came and knelt at the altar. After the ser-
vice, the rest of the students were dismissed. Those
who had come forward were encouraged to re-
main so that an adult or BSU small group leader

to not allow students to attend our
“Christian” school unless they first agree to clean
up all of the sin in their lives. A basic fact of life is
that you cannot clean fish until you catch them. I
am grateful that God has given us so many op-
portunities to win lost boys and girls to the Lord.
After they have been won, we will let the “Master
Fisherman” do the cleaning. I cannot find any-
where in God’s word that we are responsible for
cleaning the fish.

Except for a Christian home, there is no better
place or opportunity to lead a young person to the
Lord than in a Christian school.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“During his 55-year involve-
ment with missions, Merrill Ald-
ridge has lost count of all the work
he’s helped begin. But no matter the
number, his heart is in the moun-
tains and with helping the people
there—whether it’s the mountains
of Kentucky or of Zambia, where
he worked for two and a half years
as a volunteer missionary after re-
tirement.” Lisa Smith
uses those words to be-
gin a feature article
about Clear Creek Pres-
ident Emeritus D.M. Al-
dridge in the September-
October issue of the
MissionUSA.

Did she say retire-
ment? The pace Merrill
Aldridge keeps would
tire most working peo-
ple.  Since he and Mrs.

The man of the mountain

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

first-time pastor. The rural church
is four miles from Brodhead in
Rockcastle County. He helped start
the work seven years ago and se-
cured most of the money for the first
building: In October *96, he became
interim pastor. With an attendance
of 40, the congregation had 16 ad-
ditions last year. The highlight was
a summer baptism of seven in near-
by Copper Creek, wit-
nessed by nearly 200.
For the first time in a
half century, he and Mrs.
" Aldridge are members
of different churches. “I
decided to move my
membership to Copper
Creek. Kay is still at Por-
ter Memorial. She now
has an outreach to Chi-
nese residents of Lex-
ington.”

Aldridge returned from
Zambia in 1984, he has
served in 12 interim pastorates. Af-
ter two years as director of missions
in Rockcastle Association, he
signed on as a church starter strate-
gist with the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention. He now works to help
reach 700 multi-housing starts with-
in five years, a goal of Mission KY
2. Months ago, he scheduled a con-
ference about that strategy on our
campus. We expect hundreds to be
present next month.

Just mention Copper Creek and
his eyes reflect the excitement of a

The Aldridges have
shown their love for
Clear Creek with a leadership
pledge to our Beyond 2001 cam-
paign, and he serves as chair of the
college community phase.

I asked him what he’s enjoyed
most about retirement and he an-
swered, “I’ve been busy.” No doubt
about that. All of Kentucky, espe-
cially the mountain area, continues
to be blessed by “the man of the
mountains.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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Baptist judge no stranger to conflict b'ecause of faith

GADSDEN, Ala. (BP)—Judge
Roy Moore is no stranger to conflict
over his Christian faith.

The Alabama Baptist said he
doesn’t relish battling separation of
church and state issues, but he is not
afraid to take them on.

Under fire for hanging the Ten
Commandments in his Etowah Coun-
ty courtroom and offering occasional
prayers before jury selection, Moore
most recently has come under attack
for a divorce case he is hearing that
involves allegations of a lesbian affair
by the wife. The woman and her at-
torney have asked Moore to step down
from the upcoming hearing, which has
attracted state and national attention,
claiming his fundamentalist Christian
beliefs will prejudice his ruling.

Moore has refused both requests
and has set the final hearing for Oct.
7-8.

Gouple’s work
takes them from
no kids to 60

ELIZABETHTON, Tenn.
(BP)—During a mission frip, his
first, to New Orleans, Joe Led-
ford saw children in “helpless
and hopeless” circumstances, he
said. .

«; .. Ledford, said that when he re-
turned home he kept thinking
about children and wondering
how he could prevent such heart-
break.

Ledford and his wife, Linda,
who also went on the mission
trip to New Orleans, talked with
Becky Brumitt of Watauga
Baptist Association about their
concerns. Brumitt, another
member of the mission team,
suggested they work with chil-
dren in a Big A Club she had
started in a government-subsi-
dized community.

That was two years ago, and
the couple now claims as “their”
children about 60 children they
have met through Big A Club.

“Maybe that’s why we didn’t
have birth children, because we
wouldn’t have time to do this,”
said Ledford. .

The ministry not only has
changed their lives, but has
changed their church, noted Led-
ford. Before the couple met the
children, the church had realized
its need for more youth. As Sun-
day school director, Ledford had
led ‘the congregation to pray for
more children to attend.

After getting acquainted with
the children attending Big A
Club, the Ledfords encouraged
their church to buy a van. They
use it to transport children not
only to Big A Club, but also to
transport them to Lynn Valley
Baptist Church.

- Sunday school classes have
doubled in size and a children’s
choir is planned. Parents of chil-
dren have made professions of
faith and joined the church as a
result, added Linda Ledford.

“If I step down, that would mean
anyone could just go shopping for a
judge who thinks like they do,” said
Moore, a member of First Baptist
Church of Gallant, Ala. “They just
don’t like what I stand for, and I'm
certainly not going to step down be-
cause of what I believe.”

Moore said standing up for his
Christian beliefs is part of his oath to
God, no matter what challenges that
may provoke. “When you do what
you believe, you are going to run into
problems.”

Moore went to Montgomery
County Circuit Court last month to
defend his display of the Ten Com-
mandments and prayers in the court-
house.

With energy and authority, Moore
likes to quote George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman
and James Madison to support his

Obstacles don’t hamper this churcﬂhﬂstarter

By Sarah Zimmerman .
SBC Home Mission Board

ALEXANDRIA, Ind. (BP)—A
rained out block party, water leak, ter-
mite infestation, personal health prob-
lems and lack of Bible school work-
ers might discourage most church
starters.

But Harrison Williams sees God at
work and sums up the situation with
his trademark phrase, -“Isn’t that
neat?” :

Williams leads the only Southern
Baptist congregation in this Indiana
town of 11,000 people. Despite the
setbacks, Williams said he couldn’t
get away from the needs of the com-
munity. “My desire to do work here
was so strong, I couldn’t quit.”

While his desire is strong, his back
isn’t. A deteriorating spine forced the
bivocational pastor to undergo three
surgeries in three years and take dis-
ability leave from his full-time job.

“I’m not strong enough to spend
real long days on the church field,”
said Williams who lives 30 miles
away. “In order for us to build a
church, everybody has to go out and
do what they can.”

Williams has baptized 27 people
since starting Calvary Baptist Chapel
two years ago. He visited one woman
undergoing kidney dialysis and led
her to make a profession of faith in
Jesus as Savior. Her son, who listened
to the gospel presentation, also be-
came a Christian.

‘Another man who visited the
church with his aunt indicated initial-
ly he was saved. But as he continued
to attend, he told Williams, “I need the
Lord.”

The church met originally in a
community building used primarily
for senior adult activities. The congre-
gation included two non-Christians,

- one Christian, Williams and his wife,

Nancy.

To teach the basics of Christian liv-
ing, Williams used Total Church Life
material in Sunday school for two
months. Written by Darrell Robinson,
Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board vice president for evangelism,
the book emphasizes three points: ex-
alt the Savior, equip the saints and

case that America is grounded in a
belief in God.

“For me to acknowledge God in
my courtroom is not a violation of my
duty—it is my duty,” he said.

This insistence on fulfilling that
“duty” made the judge an easy target
for the American Civil Liberties
Union, which filed a lawsuit against
Moore in March 1995. In conjunction
with the Alabama Free-Thought As-
sociation, the ACLU claims First
Amendment rights are violated be-
cause the courtroom prayers and Ten
Commandments on the wall represent
an establishment of religion.

The Ten Commandments trial was
a declaratory judgment filed by the
governor to request the state’s posi-
tion on the issue of prayers in the
courtroom. Gov. Fob James voiced
support of Moore’s position in 1995
and approved the state paying $85 an
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evangelize the sinner.

Williams added an emphasis on
prayer to those building blocks of
worship, discipleship and evangelism.
“Now we have 35 or so on Sunday
mornings, and we had 67 on Easter,”
Williams said. “We’ve reached about
a dozen youth. Isn’t that neat?”

This summer 71 children attended
two backyard Bible clubs sponsered
by the church. Since most church
members are new Christians, the
church did not have seasoned work-
ers for the clubs. Church members
volunteered, however, and the teach-
ers learned the material as they taught
their students.

Dick Morgan, a member of King-
ston Avenue Baptist Church in near-
by Anderson, teaches the adult Sun-
day school class at Calvary Chapel.

“It’s exciting to see people come
to the Lord in their homes and here at
the church and in unexpected places,”
Morgan said. He said he’s seen alco-
holics change their lifestyles after be-
coming Christians and one woman
bring her entire family to church after
she became a Christian.

As the church grew, Williams be-
gan looking for a permanent place to
meet. He found an abandoned church

&

hour to offset the legal fees of Moore’s
attorney.

The judge in that case is scheduled
to render a decision in mid-October.
But Moore predicted, no matter what
the outcome, the case will go to the
Alabama Supreme Court and possibly
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

“We will fight this all the way to
the Supreme Court, and I think we will
be successful,” Moore said. “They say
I am coercing people by displaying
God’s law. I am just one small court-
room in one state, so does that make
all our American money saying ‘In
God We Trust’” and every monument
in Washington, D.C., referring to God
coercive too? I don’t think so, and I
don’t think what I’m doing is either.

“I don’t think we have to hide our
faith, and I wish we would understand
that acknowledging God is not estab-
lishing a religion.”

|

(&

building surrounded by knee-high
weeds. At first he was told the build-
ing was not for sale, but was later told
the congregation could lease it. How-
ever, $225 a month for a lease pay-
ment is a high cost for a small con-
gregation. N

Last year the church sponsored a
revival meeting under a tent. A man
from another town who attended the
services said God told him to help pay

the rent on the building. He paid the

lease for a year. :

The congregation wanted to buy
the building, but the asking price of
$23,500 was beyond their budget.
Then a water line broke and repair-
men discovered that the building was
infested with termites. The congrega-
tion was told the stained glass win-
dows were the only thing worth sav-
ing.
The building was sturdy enough to
provide a short-term meeting place,
however, so the congregation bought
it for $8,000. Members borrowed the
money, but the man who paid the first-
year’s lease paid off the debt. The
church has started a building fund for
a future site, and the same man donat-
ed $3,000 toward it.

“Isn’t that neat?”
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Moore most recently
has come under
attack for a divorce
case he is hearing
that involves
allegations of a
leshian affair by the
wife. The woman
and her attorney
have asked Moore to
step down from the
upcoming hearing,
which has attracted
state and national
attention, claiming
his fundamentalist
Christian beliefs will
prejudice his ruling.

ISN’T THAT NEAT? Harris
Williams (left) has baptized
27 people since starting
Calvary Baptist Chapel two
years ago in Alexandria,
Ind. Associational -
missionary Clarence
Albertson (right) said the
church is a “beautiful
testimony to what can
happen when the Lord is in
charge.” Williams’ wife,
Nancy, is pictured between
the men. (BP photo by
Sarah Zimmerman)
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Make your church
. secretary’s ¢

Putting out a church newsletter doesn’t have
to be this difficult. The Western Recorder’s
church newspage plan offers an easier and less
expensive way. Give your church secretary a
break. Call (502) 244-64'73 today.

~ Western Recorder
Practical Resources for Christian Living

16 WESTERN RECORDER M OCTOBER 1, 1996



	20240217122600538
	20240217122708960

