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Flood '97 

At least 15 Kentucky 
Baptist churches were 

damaged by last week's 
floods. Stories and 

photos, pages 8-10. 

Likely candidate 
Bob Reccord is expected 
to be nominated to lead 

the Southern Baptist 
North American Mission 

Board. Page 2. 

'Top Teens' 
Three Kentucky young 

women were selected for 
national honors by 

Woman's Missionary 
Union. Page 3. 

• Parting ways 
Two churches have 

taken action regarding 
the Muhlenberg County 
Baptist Association after 
somemembers tried to 

expel another church. 
Page 3. 

Editorial 
Who will comfort the 

childless couple? 
Pages. 

Persecution 
American Christians 

know shockingly little 
about the persecution of 

other· Christians 
worldwide, says an 

authority on the subject. 
Page 6. 

Abortion 
A bill to ban 'partial­

birth' abortions has been· 
submitted to Congress. 

Page 11. 

Leadership 
Reasonableness is a key 

factor in defending 
against lawsuits 

resulting from church 
recreation events. 

Page 13. 

f 
I· cc:, .... 
~ 
~ 
~ ..,. 

§ ----

'l • •, 

PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Ministries pour in· for flooded Bluegrass residents 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

Linda Scholl stood in the middle 
of a damp concrete basement helping 
clear debris from the home of some­
one she had just met. 

"This is what they call mud-out, 
huh?" asked Scholl, a Kentucky disas­
ter relief volunteer and member of 
Latonia B"aptist Church in Covington. 

"Yeah," replied co-volunteer Betty 
Tudor, of Richmond. "Next time you 
do this, they'll call you a mole." 

Grateful homeowners were calling 
Kentucky Baptist volunteers a god­
send last week as relief workers met 
the needs of others after the worst 
flooding in 30 years. 

More than 1,000 Baptist disaster 
relief workers from Kentucky and oth­
er states have volunteered thus far, 
said Bob Simpkins, Kentucky Broth­
erhood director. 

Workers are feeding families dis­
placed by the flood and helping clean 
residents' homes and basements- the 
process Scholl called "mud out." 

It is as nasty as it sounds. 
Workers first use generators to 

pump hundreds of gallons of water 
from basements. They must be care­
ful not to work too quickly, said vol­
unteer George Shanks. 

'The outside ground is so saturat­
ed that if you pump out 
too fast the outside pres­
sure can collapse the 
walls," he said. 

Volunteers then re: 
move everything dam­
aged by the flood. Buck­
ling book shelves, disinte­
grating cardboard boxes 
and brown, muddy carpet 
all are extracted and 

. placed by the street to be 
hauled off. 

"It's just a lot of hard, 
back-breaking work. You 
can get a lot of water in a 
mattress," said Jerry Butcher, a veter­
an volunteer from Calvary Baptist 
Church in Franklin. 

Youth ;1dviser 
lists ·barriers to 
discipling t,,,,,ns 
By Charles Willis 
SBC Sunday School Board 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)­
Cars, job, school athletics and 
peers can make church youth 
programs a low priority for to-
day's teenagers. • . . 

Youth ministry should focus 
on discipling youth as well as 
getting people who .influence 
youth to disciple them, said Sean 
Keitli, a consultant fpr the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board's Bible 
teaching-reaphing division. 

· Youth ministers sho.uld plan 
• in advance how they intend to 
reach teenagers, Keith said. The 
□ See Keith: Help youth· ... , page 13 

LONG COMMUTE ■ Above A Bullitt County family crosses flooded fields and roads last 
week. Officials say the flooding is Kentucky's worst in 30 years. ■ Right Kentucky Baptists 
Wanda Klein and Dick Wolfe find the address of a woman who needs help getting water 
out of her house. (Photos by David Winfrey) 

Homeowners often 
must be convinced not to 
risk trying to salvage such 
items as couches, Butch­
er added. 'The mold will 
get airborne, and it can get 
in your lungs and it can be 
fatal." • 

High-pressure water 
hoses clear mud from the 
walls and floor, while 
shovels and brooms are 
used to remove the last of 
the mud. 

A diluted bleach solu­
tion is sprayed to disinfect walls and 
floors. Finally, fans help rooms dry 
faster. 

Before workers leave a home, they 
ask the resident if they may pray with 
them. They'll also offer a New Testa~ 
ment and a pamphlet explaining 
Christianity to the often-grateful 
homeowner. 

"If you give a little hope, people 
are very willing to listen," said 
Shanks, who lives in Campbell Coun­
ty. 

"We feel like it's one of the easiest 
· missions we've got," he added. "God 
has sent us to help our neighbor and 
spread the gospel. It's two missions 
in one, really." 

• Brian Malcolm, pastor of Kirks­
ville Baptist Church, said disaster re-
0 See Mud-out is dirty ... , page 10 

Speaker: Bad Christianity fostered Miss. casinos 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE- The failure of 
Christians to be authentic disciples of 
Jesus Christ opened the door for Mis­
sissippi to become the nation's third­
largest gambling state, according to 
the leader of a Baptist moral concerns 
agency there. 

That Mississippi now is home to 
31 casinos is God's 'judgment on the 
churches,". said Paul Jones, executive 

· director of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention's Christian Action Com­
mission. 

Jones spoke during the 50th anni­
versary seminar of the Southern Bap­
tist Christian Life Commission March 
4. The seminar was held on the cam­
pus of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, where the 
CLC' s work was formally organized 
in 1947. 

Jones, who has been active in anti­
gambling efforts for inany years and 
is considered one of Southern Bap­
tists' foremost authorities on the sub­
ject, told of a 1984 meeting in Jack­
son, Miss., with an unnamed leader of 
a major gambling 
cartel. 

I Because Mississippi was the 
most racially divided state in the na­
tion. Any attempt by churches to 
speak out against gambling would be 
seen as "the haves attempting to keep 
the have-nots from getting ahead," 

Jones said. 
I Because 

At that time, the 
gambling execu­
tive confidently 
told Jones that Mis­
sissippi had been 

Christian Life 
Commission .Seminar 

"most of the reli­
gious community 
was committed to 
cultural Christian­
ity, not a vibrant 
faith," the execu­• targeted by the 

gambling industry for three reasons, 
Jones said: 

I Because Mississippi was the 
poorest state in the nation, it would be 
easy to make · a case for gambling as 
an economic stimulant. Jones said the 
executive told him gambling promot­
ers knew "the Christian church had 
purposely disassociated itself from the 
poor and hungry of the state." 

tive told Jones. "If you t?Spoused the 
historic Christian faith, we could not 
defeat you." . 

Eight years later, the gambling ex­
ecutive's prediction had come true, 
Jones said. ~•Gambling arose when the 
Christian community refused to act as 
the body of Christ." 

Last year, Mississippi's casinos 
□ See Jones: Casinos God's ... , page 6 
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NORFOLK, Va. (ABP)- Virgin­
ia pastor Bob Reccord, who for 18 
months has led the ,clfort to reorga­
nize the Southern Baptist Convention, 
has resigned that post and is expected 
to be nominated as the first president 
of the North American Mission 
Board. 

Reccord, 45, senior pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Norfolk, Va., has 
chaired the IO-member task 
force appointed in Septem­
ber 1995 to implement the 
"Covenant for a New Cen­
tury'' restructuring plan 
adopted at SBC annual 
meetings in 1995 and 1996. 

Reorganization reduces 
the number of SBC agencies 
from 19 to 12. The North Reccord 
American Mission Board 
will replace three agencies: the Home 
Mission Board, Brotherhood Com­
mission and Radio & Television 
Commission. 

Under Reccord's leadership, the 
implementation task force has met 
entirely in closed sessions and has re­
leased occasional information through 
Baptist Press, the SBC Executive 
Committee's news service. For tlie 
past two years, the Association of 
State Baptist Papers has passed reso­
lutions to no avail urging the task force 
to open its meetings to the public. 

In a written statement, Reccord 
told Baptist Press he was stepping 
down as chair of the implementation 
task force because the group seeking 
NAMB's president had asked him to 
"move forward to another stage of the 
selection process." 

He was not available for interview. 
Reccord told Baptist Press he was 

one of several men interviewed for the 
position last year but, since the dis­
cussions "were merely introductory" 
he felt no need to resign earlier. 

"I now feel, however, that it is ap­
propriate Jor me to do so since the 
(search committee members) have 
asked me to move forward to another 
stage of the selection process. Though 
no prior requirement or agreement 
exists ,regarding such a step, I believe 

Pastor Carl tells of the big one that got away 

·~· ~ 
('---.... \ ~ u•l ~~/ 

"One more verse of 'Just As I Am' and I think 
I could've landed that multi-millionaire." .... -· - -
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it to be the high road of integrity to 
ensure procedural propriety," Reccord 
said. 

Bill Hogue, chairman of the 13-
member search committee, .empha­
sized no final decision has been made. 
He told Baptist Press any candidate 
has to pass a three-step screening pro­
cess: psychological testing, manage­
ment assessment and physical testing, 

Sources close to the 
search process told Associat­
ed Baptist Press that Reccord 
has yet to complete the phys­
ical examination. He under­
went back surgery March 3. 

Reccord has been the 
leading candidate for NAMB 
president since December, 
when California pastor Rick 
Warren withdrew from con­

sideration. Warren, pastor of Saddle­
back Community Church in Lake For­
est, Calif., the SBC's fastest-growing 
church, was interviewed twice and 
was reported to be the unanimous first 
choice of the committee. 

Hogue told state convention exec­
utives in February that Warren with­
drew prior to the last stage of the se­
lection process. 

Once a nominee is selected, the 
candidate ~ill be presented to 
NAMB' s 86-member trustee board 
for election. That process is expected 
to be completed at the'board's orga­
nizational meeting at the end of the 
1997 SBC annual meeting in June. 

The new mission board, which also 
comes on line in June, will be based 
north of Atlanta in Alpharetta, Ga., in 
current Home Mission Board head­
quarters. 

Reccord, pastor of the Norfolk 
congregation since 1992, was or­
dained to the ministry in 1973 at Cal­
vary Baptist Church in Evansville, 
Ind. He is a 1972 graduate of Indiana 
University and earned the master of 
divinity and doctor of ministry de­
grees from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

Earlier in his career, he was pastor 
ofBell Shoals Baptist Church in Bran-

don, Fla., and co-pastor at Carmel 
Baptist Church in Charlotte, N,C 

Earlier, as a bivocational pastor in 
Warren, Mich,, Reccord was vice 
president of sales and marketing for 
Chemecto, Inc. 

He worked for Evangelism Explo­
sion International as director of lead­
ership training for the United States. 
He worked as director of witness train­
ing for the HMB in the 1970s. 

A member of the SBC Executive 
Committee since 1994, Reccord has 
been a speaker at the SBC Pastors' 
Conference and served on the SBC 
committee on committees in 1994. 

He married Cheryl Ann Burger in 
1972. They have three children: 
Christy Joy, 20; Bryan Christopher, 
17; and Ashley Nicole, 13. 

Reccord, whose doctoral thesis 
was on metropolitan church growth,· 
has hinted at priorities he might bring 
to the North American Mission Board. 

In an interview last August, Rec­
cord told a Baptist Press writer the 
new mission board should target re­
sources at major metropolitan areas. 

''This,doesn't mean neglecting the 
small towns and rural areas, but when 
you can penetrate major cities in a 
systematic way, you impact the na-
tion," he said. • 

"I would like to see the North 
American Mission Board target re­
gions of America, then pour our re­
sources into those areas in an all-out 
campaign to win people to Christ. In 
a sense it would be like an invasion. 
We could soften the target area by use 
of media prior to the actual campaign. 
And, obviously, we would use media 
ex~~nsive~y throughout the campaign. 
... , he said. 

''There would be a massive prayer 
effort and, at the proper time, preach­
ing by several of our greatest preach­
ers simultaneously throughout the tar-, 
geted region. But use of media would 
definitely pave the way for all of this," 
he said. 

John Yarbrough, senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Perry, Ga., has 
been named the new chairman of the 
implementation task force. 

Williams signs deal until 1999 
. MEMPHIS, Tenn. (ABP)-Trust­

ees of the Southern Baptist Brother­
hood Commission have approved an 
agreement allowing President James 
Williams to continue employment af­
ter the agency closes in June. 

The "contract of agreement" be­
tween Williams and the Brotherhood 
Commission must be approved by 
trustees of the commission's succes­
sor, North American Mission Board. 

The agreement permits Williams, 
62, to continue employment as both a 
consultant with NAMB and to assume 
the duties of executive director of the 
Baptist Medical-Dental Fellowship 
"until his planned normal retirement 
date, Nov. 1, 1999." 

The Feb. 28-March 1 meeting at 
the Brotherhood Commission's head­
quarters in Memphis, Tenn., was the 
final meeting of the 90-year-old com­
mission' s full board of trustees, 

The commission will be dissolved 
June 19 when it is merged with the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission · 
Board and Radio & Television Com-

mission to form the North American 
Mission Board. 

Following an executive session of 
the board, Williams read a statement 
by the commission's executive com­
mittee that trustee chairman Donley 
Brown of Missouri said was unani­
mously approved "with tears of joy." 

Williams will succeed current 
Medical-Dental Fellowship executive 
Henry Love, who has served 18 years 
as the leader of the 1,700-member, 
Memphis-based group that provides 
volunteer services for Southern Bap­
tist missions-sending agencies, 

During a financial report, Jack 
Childs, vice president for business ser­
vices, told trustees the Brotherhood 
Commission will carry an indebted­
I}ess. of $200,000 to $250,000j nto the 
merger. Childs explained later that the 
commission owes money bo'th to a 
printing company a_nd local bank 

The indebtedness, he noted, could 
be offset by the sale pf the 40,000-
square-foot physical plant, with an 
asking price of $1 A million: 
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KENTUCKY 
_Russia missions alumni c-elebrate 1996 ministries I 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-Career and 
short-term missionaries to Russia 
joined more than 275 Kentuckians 
in a celebration banquet Feb. 28 
honoring Kentucky volunteers who 
served in Russia during 1996. 

The annual banquet, sponsored 
by the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
partnership missions office, was 
hosted by Highview Baptist Church 
in Louisville. 

In 1996, 264 Kentuckians served 
on 30 Kentucky-Russia partnership 
mission teams. 

"It's like homecoming," Calvin 
Wilkins, KBC partnership missions 
director, said. "It's a family re­
union." 

This year, two couples who have 
worked as on-site coordinators for 
the partnership and two Russian 
Baptists attending school in Ken­
tucky were present personally to 
thank Kentuc_:ky Baptists for their 
support. . 

Lee and Sarah Bivins recently 

completed their three-year term as 
partnership coordinators in St. Pe­
tersburg. 

"We've done a lot together," Lee 
Bivins said. Because of the work of 
Kentucky Baptists, "many heard 
about Jesus," he said. 

Larry and Joy Lindsey, coordina­
tors in Moscow, will return to Mos­
cow this month. They have served 
in Russia three years. 

"When you come to Moscow, 
you bring sunshine to our lives," Joy 
Lindsey said. 

Career missionaries Norman and 
Martha Lytle, who recently moved 
back to Kentucky after four years in 
Russia, also attended the apprecia­
tion dinner. The Lytles will retire at 
the end of 1997 after 33 years as 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Is­
rael and Russia. They laid the 
groundwork in Russia for the Ken­
tucky-Russia partnership, Wilkins 
said. 

Students Vladimir Kharlamov 
and Irene Davydova, who had 
served as interpreters for volunteers 
in Russia, also thanked Kentucky 

Baptists. . 
"I am glad God opened your eyes 

to missions," Kharlamov, a student 
at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, said. 

"You opened your heart and went 
. to Russia. You were God's co-work­
ers," Davydova, a second-year stu­
dent at Cumberland College, .said. 

In total, from 1992 to 1996, 1, 100 
Kentucky volunteers participated in 
partnership projects in Russia, 
Wilkins said. To date, Kentucky 
Baptists have given more than$ 1.08 
million for Baptist work in Russia, 
he said. 

James Hawkins, KBC interim ex, 
ecutive director, praised the volun­
teers for being involved in "real, live 
missions." 

"When I was growing up, we·· 
studied missions," he said. "Today, 
we are doing missions." 

He called the experiences of the 
volunteers "treasure which moth and 
rust cannot corrupt." 

As "alumni of the mission field," 
Hawkins said, volunteers can let the 
"joy of having been where God sent 

you" spill over into their congrega­
tions so fellow church members can 
"catch the sense that God can use 
them too." 

In 1997, 300 Kentucky volun­
teers are needed to fill slots on evan­
gelism, medical, teaching and con­
struction teams, Wilkins said. 

"We like two kinds of people: 
'come- backers' and 'first-timers,"' 
Larry Lindsey said. 

3 Kentuckians earn 'Top Teen' ho_nors from national WMU 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

Three Kentuckians are among 20 
girls selected by Southern Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union as Ac­
teens Top Teens, 

Jennifer Atherton of Paducah, 
Crystal Rose of Benton and Kelley 
Travis of Murray were chosen from 
nearly 100 Acteens applicants . . 

Acteens is the missions organi­
zation sponsored by Woman's Mis­
sionary Union for girls in grades 
seven through 12. 
• National WMU staff in Birming­
ham, Ala., selected the girls based 
on scholastic achievement, school 
and church activities and accom­
plishments in StudiAct, the individ­
ual achievement plan for Acteens. 

Atherton, a member of Lone Oak 
First Baptist Church in Paducah, 
participates in her church's youth 
group and Sunday school. She has 
been a leader in children's choir for 
three years. 

"I cannot imagine my life with­
out the presence of Christ," she said. 
"He is my friend. He is my strength. 
He is my savior." 

NEW COMMUNITY Jim Lewis, president of 
Baptist Homes for the Elderly Inc., cuts the 
ribbon at Cornell Trace, a retirement 
community in eastern Jefferson County. 
Baptist Homes celebrated Feb. 28 the 
completion of the first two units of the 58-
unit development. 

Atherton Rose 

At Lone Oak High School, the 
• 12th-grader is active in band, choir, 
BET A club and the student council. 

She has been a member of Act­
eens for six years and has complet­
ed the Queen Regent in Service lev­
el of StudiAct. 

Rose, a member of Bethel Mis- . 
sionary Baptist Church in Benton, 
participates in Sunday school, pup­
pet ministry an_d. choir. She works 
with Team_ Kid, children's church 
and vacation Bible school. 

At Marshall County High 
School, the 12th-grader is active in 
several clubs, including BET A, 
math, Spanish, science and Future 
Homemakers of America. She is on 
the track and cross country teams, 

She has been a member of Act-

eens five years 
and has complet­
ed the Service 
Aide level in Stu­
diAct. 

"Acteens is 
one of the most 
special parts of 
my life," she 

Travis said. "It is my in-
let of information 

and my outlet for ideas. In Acteens, 
I not only learn about the Bible and 
missions, but I learn about myself 
as well," she said. 

Travis, a member of First Bap­
tist Church in Murray, participates 
in Sunday school, youth group, 
youth choir and the puppet minis­
try. She also works in vacation Bi­
ble school. 

At Calloway County High 
School, the 11th-grader is a cheer­
leader. She is a member of the var­
sity· tennis team, the foreign lan­
guage club and Beta Club. 

She has been a member of Act­
eens for five years and has complet­
ed the Service Aide level of Studi­
Act. 

"My favorite area of Acteens 

work is mission action and personal 
witnessing," she said." 

The three Acteens, along with the 
other Top Teens from across the 
United States, will be featured in the 
May 1997 issue of Accent, the mag­
azine for Acteens. 

Each year, Kentucky WMU ap­
points a six-member state Acteens 
Advisory Panel. Both Atherton and 
Rose are members of the 1996-97 
panel. Kelley and Rose were mem­
bers of the 1995-96 panel. Other 
1996-97 panel members are Nicole 
Ray of First Baptist Church in 
Lawrenceburg, Megan Holbrook of 
First Baptist Church in Mount Ver­
non, Chrissy Bryd of Harrodsburg 
Baptist Church and Autumn Alcott 
of First Baptist Church in Murray. 

The state panelists will assist with 
the state Acteen conference to be held 
'at First Baptist Church in Murray 
April 4-5, said Julie Keith, Kentucky 
Baptist Acteens Associate. During this 
event, panelists lead worship sessions 
and also conduct seminars. The pan­
elists also will serve as pages during 
the Kentucky WMU annual meeting 
April 18-19 at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

Muhlenberg County churches respond to expulsion attempt 
CENTRAL CITY-A dispute 

over the presence of an ordained 
woman in a Muhlenberg County 
church and the response of Mu­
hlenberg County Baptist Associ­
ation have caused two churches to 
alter their relationships with the 
association. 

In January, an attempt to expel 
Fi-rst Baptist Church of Drakes­
boro from the association re­
ceived a majority vote but failed 
to get the two-thirds vote neces­
sary for expulsion. Critics of the 
Drakesboro church were con­
cerned that the pastor's wife, An-

gie Flack, is an ordained pastoral 
counselor. 

Since the January meeting, 
churches on both sides of the is­
sue have reacted. 

Second Baptist Church of 
Greenville has withdrawn from the 
association, citing the association's 
treatment .of Angie Flack and its 
refusal to allow women as mem­
bers of the executive board or as 
messengers to annual meetings. 

Calvary Baptist Church of Cen­
tral City has voted to withhold fi­
.nancial support for the association 
because of concern that the asso-

ciation did not expel the Drakes­
boro church. Calvary's pastor, 
James Shutt, made the motion at 
the associational meeting to expel 
the Drakesboro church. 

First Baptist Church of Green­
ville dealt with a motion to with­
draw from the association on the 
same basis of concern as ex­
pressed at Second Baptist. How­
ever, the motion to withdraw 
failed at First Baptist. 

Meanwhile, the Drakesboro 
church has taken no action regard­
ing its relationship with the asso­
ciation. 

MEMORIES Joy and Larry 
Lindsey (middle, right) 
Moscow field coordinators 
tor the Kentucky-Russia 
partnership, relive 1996 
mission experiences with 
Regina Walker of New 
Prospect Baptist Church in 
Muhlenberg County. 
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OPINION 
Signs of the death of a church 
Editor's note: The Western Recorder 
rarely publishes unsigned opinion 
pieces. However, under exceptional 
circumstances, it is allowed. The arti­
cle below was written by a member of 
a Kentucky Baptist church who has an 
important message. In order to pre­
vent any further harm from befalling 
an already difficult situation, the writ­
er's name and the name of the church 
are withheld. 

and to point fingers. They still . attend 
church and probably Sunday school 
too. But they only come to be seen and 
to watch for something else that dis­
pleases them. They have forgotten by 
this time how to worship and praise 
God. 

A dying church will still have 
many Christians who are faithful with 
their Bible study, tithing and atten­
dance. But after a while, not only do 

How do you trace the 
death of a church? It hap­
pens so slowly, few are 
even aware of it. 

FIRST 
PERSON 

they feel weary from fight­
ing the negativism, they feel 
somehow as if they must 
defend their actions. 

At the beginning of the death, there 
will be a few people in the congrega­
tion who don't like a minister or de­
velop a personal grudge about some­
thing. That personal feeling somehow 
becomes all encompassing to them. It 
controls their rational thinking and 
makes them mean and vindictive. 

Soon this hate becomes too great 
for them to stand alone, so they spread 
their negative feelings to others. Soon 
the others spread these feelings, plus 
some of their own. The phone lines 
are kept busy with rumors, innuen­
does and outright lies. 

It is about this time that Satan real­
ly moves in. He slowly, insidiously 
takes all the love out of their hearts. 
He replaces it with revenge, hatred 
and emptiness. 

No longer do they come to church 
to worship. They come to find fault 

• Any new programs or 
innovative ideas are squelched and of­
ten die from lack of support. The nay­
sayers always question change. They 
seem afraid to move into the present 
generation. Young families are not 
drawn to a dying church because the 
future is not there, the past is. 

After a few years of crippling along 
in this dying mode, Satan will take a 
back seat for a while. His work is 
done. The unrest and hate are firmly 
planted right in the middle of the 
church. While he sits back and relish­
es in the demise of this church, the an­
ger and bitterness grow. 

These people now are focused on 
something far away from worship. 
They want to get their way. No prayer 
is involved at this point, only person­
al choices. Members will begin leav­
ing, perhaps ministers too. There will 
be fewer and fewer programs support-

ed. The financial situation may reach 
a crisis point. 

How sad it is to watch a church in 
the dying process. The wonderful fa­
cility sits empty except on Sunday and 
Wednesday night. People come and 
go on Sundays with frowns on their 
faces, hurrying to getthe best seat at a 
restaurant. The children's department 
dwindles; the nursery is empty. Often, 
evening services are cancelled. There 
are no longer fellowships after church. 

Can a church be saved when it 
reaches this point? Only God can save 
a church. But he must be allowed to 
be present there. 

God must be the focus of all things, 
then there is hope. God told us that 
wherever people are gathered in his 
name, he will be there. Welcome him 
back into your hearts and into your 
services. Focus once again on the only 
reason for true worship, God's salva­
tion through his Son for each of us. 

Satan love victories. The best vic­
tory for him would be to win over a 
whole congregation, driving God out 
of their midst. 

Don't allow your church to die. 
Lift up your fellow members in 
prayer. Do not be a part of the rumor 
mill. Pray about your personal differ­
ences with someone, keeping them to 
yourself. When you hear an ugly ru­
mor, put a stop to it, don't encourage 
it. Come to terms with new ideas. Be 
faithful, not only in your presence, but 
in your loving spirit, your tithe and 
your compassion. And always, in all 
things, put God first. 

What happens when religious hospitals are sold? . 
By Jimmy Carter tals and foundations from across the Recognizing this, foundations are be­

nation. Our overall goal is to explore ginning to strengthen collaborations 
Health care continues to be one of the role foundations can play in build- with leaders from a wide variety of 

the most critical and volatile issues ing healthy communities by a public backgrounds, including business, ed­
around. A little-recognized aspect of health approach that stresses preven- ucation, social services, theology and 
the current health care "revolution," tion and looks at whole populations, medicine. 
however, is the selling of religious not just individual patients. For at least 100 years, religious 
hospitals-transactions that could, The need to emphasize prevention health care institutions have been part­
within the next decade, provide faith is a direct result of the health commu- ners with government. At the tum of 
groups with between $15 billion and nity having learned in recent years that the century, Catholics, Protestants and 
$30 billion. negative lifestyle choices- Jews expressed their faith by con-

This tr~nd, which the COMMENTARY such as smoking, eating structing and operating hospitals to 
June issue of"Hospitals and po.orly and excessive drink- serve those who had nowhere else to 
Health Networks" calls "the .-------,.., ing--cause most premature go. In fact, many of the .hospitals and 
largest redeployment of deaths (before age, 65) in health care institutions that have been 
charitable assets the coun- the United States. most valuable to the poor, the elderly 
try has ever seen," has al- Foundations, . mean- and the vulnerable were built as a re-
ready begun impacting while, have learned that ad0 sult of close collaboration between 
communities across the dressing communities is faith groups and government policy-
country. necessary because lifestyle makers. 

Although some religious choices are often greatly in- The new foundations can-and 
hospitals can compete with . fluenced by the marketing hopefully will_:_take the lead in main-
for-profit corporations, Jimmy Carter ploys of major profit-driv- taining this positive relationship be-
many are opting to sell their , en companies that target the tween government and medicine. 
facilities because reduced profit mar- _masses. More and more, new religious In light of their deeply rooted and 
gins make it more difficult to serve health organizations are recognizing meaningful history, the _new founda­
those who cannot pay. the power of such forces and design- tions have much to offer surrounding' 

When religious hospitals are pur- ' ing ways to counter them. communities by incorporating the re-
chased by for-profit companies, how- Creating, implementing and main- ligious principles upon which they 
ever, proceeds are often used to ere- • tainfog a · public health approach to were founded into their missions and 
ate new, sizable foundations . that are . building health is a challenge for most practices. Together with partners in 
required to continue the mission of the foundations for two reasons. . • government and the private sector, 
religious hospitals: to improve .the . . First, most leaders of these organi- they can stllrt exploring ways of e°'-

.. health of those who are most yulnera- zations come from a. traditional hos- ,,suring that the faith values that helped 
ble in our society. pitaladrninistration background-one .1 insp.ire and create this country's health 

. To accomplish,thiir mission, these thatr seeks to ml).nage illness rather , c;are, system remain_ an integral part of 
new foundations have begun to work- than prevent it. Many, therefore, must ~-- cit. , -~ • • • • 
together to implement a new approach - develop new analytical tools to · ap- . . , .Although our March meeting will , 
'tiY health-one that focuses more ·oil • • proach- health from a prevention- • not provide all the answers, it will give •,, 
.communities.and the.prevention ofill-. ,.based perspective. foundation decisiqn7majcers, ,l}ospiµd 
riess'. • · ; ,_ ' Secbnd,.the health,of any corfimu-,.'. 'adminjstrators1 clergy·and communi-

This month, the Carter Center and nity is strongly linked to choices milde _ JyJc.aders an opportuiljty to devel9p a 
'- InterHealth1,of St. Paul, an interfaith . not only by individual residents·; but . . coll;1borative framework · through 
health care alliance, will bring togeth- also_ neighboring companies, civic whi~h they can begin to make their 
er representatives of religious hospi- groups and other local organizations. goals a reality. 
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Talking via e-mail still doesn't · 
prevent slips of the tongue 

SHESAID As more of my relatives have gone 
on-line, we are rediscovering the joys 
of correspondence. E-mail is a 
wonderful way to keep up with each 
other. 

Of course, my grandmother's tried 
and true letters are still the best 
method. We're not that great at 
corresponding with each other, even 

. . . with the convenience of e-mail. And 
Alison Wingfield since we are on different "carriers " 

' we have experienced some difficulty 
getting the mail to pass through the mysterious Web and 
get to the other side intact. 

One of my cousins recently supplied us with more 
information than he intended. He accidentally copied an e­
mail intended only for his mother and sent it to everybody 
in the family who is on-line. 

Once I began reading it, I realized there had been a 
mistake. This produced a moral dilemma. Do you continue 
to read something that is obviously not intended for you? I 
confess, I skimmed a little before deleting the message. 

And I found out something about another cousin that I 
don't think the extended family was supposed to know yet. 
My cousin had written: "That's great about Bev and Dave. 
Were they planning to have another baby?" 

Apparently I wasn't the only one who "skimmed" 
through the e-mail. Bev, my cousin's sister, got calls of 
congratulations from all over the world. 

Eavesdropping on e-mail may not be the best way to 
find out about important family news. I think next time I'll 
just call my grandmother. She doesn't need a computer to 
know what's going on in the family. 

HESAID The computer age has created a 
more equal field for women and men, 
but it has stretched the generation 
gap. to the limit. The younger you are, 
the more you're likely to know about 
computers. 

That's why 6-year-olds are 
designing software and 60-year-olds 
haven't quite figured out what 
software is. Mark Wingfield My 67-year-old father recently 
caught the computer bug in his 

retirement years. Several friends had computers, and he 
determined he needed one as well. 

So on a recent visit home, he and I took an afternoon to 
go computer shopping. Being the younger generation in 
our shopping duo, I was suddenly considered the expert. 

The experience was strangely twisted. In a normal 
world, fathers take sons shopping for gadgets and gizmos. 
Only in a techno-world do sons take fathers shopping for 
hardware and software. This was a kind of role reversal 
Ward and Beaver Cleaver never would have known. 

Our journey made me reminisce about earlier, more 
Norman Rockwell-inspired father-son shopping trips. Like 
the times we went to the Sears catalogue store to order a 
B-B gun or a bicycle. • 

Life sure was simpler then. 
But life's a trade-off. Now we have the advantage of 

enhanced communication via e-mail. 
Sqme things never change, though. The first two e­

mails my parents .sent were not to their son, but to their 
grandi::hildren. Maybe they thought our 4-year-olds were 
the only ones able to receive computer mail. 

I'm glad we don't have to communicate with God via e­
mail. •1 sure would hate accidentally to copy my eonfessions 
to eveiyone else in my e-mail address book. Some things 
are best done the old-fashioned way. 

OPINION 
' 

Who will comfort the childless ·couple? 
While searching through the Recorder's photo files 

recently, I stumbled onto a photograph that sent my 
mind and heart reeling back to my own past. 

The photo was of a Marine chaplain stationed at a 
. training base in South Carolina. It had accompanied a 
Baptist Press story I wrote in 1990 as part of my work 
with the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

The story of the chaplain's work was interesting, 
but it was the story behind the story that flashed 
through my mind instantly. Alison had been with me 
on that trip, and she and I had spent the morning with 
the chaplain, learning all about his work. 

don't ~lk much about it with others. It seems as though 
no one understands. 

Miscarriage brings out so many questions for which 
there are no easy answers and so many questions 
which hardly anybody wants to hear. 

What is really lost in a miscarriage? Is it a child or 
merely a future child? Is it tissue or is it God's cre­
ation of life? Is the loss somehow supposed to be less­
ened because the pregnancy ended through "natural" 
means? 

If evangelical Christians truly believe life begins 

On the way from the base to the hotel, 
she began feeling discomfort. She knew 

EDITORIAL 
at conception, why do we make so light 
of the loss of life through miscarriage? 
Why doesn't the church do more to help 

something wasn't right, so we returned to the hotel as 
quickly as possible. Later that afternoon, our fears 
became reality: She was having a miscarriage. 

families grieve their loss? If we believe abortion is 
murder, why don't we recognize miscarriage as a 
death? 

We hadn't known she was pregnant, but we did 
know the signs of miscarriage all too well. We had 
walked that path for the first time just the year before. 

Why are so few resources available to help cou­
ples understand miscarriage and cope with the pow­
erful emotions it creates? .• 

That time we had known of the pregnancy-and 
so had everyone else around us because we were so 
happy and excited we couldn't keep it to ourselves. 
We had already received our first baby present, a 
present that never was to be used. 

Our case has a happy ending, in that Alison even­
tually carried nearly to full term twin boys who were 
born healthy. But the unresolved grief of other chil­
dren lost remains a deeply buried soft spot. 

And not all couples who experience miscarriage 
have happy endings later'.'-For many, miscarriage af­
ter miscarriage leads to the end of the line, the loss of 
hope for bearing children. 

Both our miscarriages happened in the first trimes­
ter. Medically speaking, that's the best and most com­
mon time to have a miscarriage. But it's also one of 
the most confusing times to have a miscarriage. And, 
in reality, there's no good time to miscarry. 

Miscarriage is confusing because in the Christian 
community we hear mixed messages. Most evangeli~ 
cal Christians say they oppose abortion at any stage 
but usually have little constructive to say about mis­
carriage. It is an unspoken problem, quickly forgotten 
by everyone but the couple who experience the loss. 

Couples who live with infertility problems often 
feel a double-whammy: the emotional pain of mis­
carriage combined with the emotional pain and cul­
tural stigma of not being able to have children. 

If anyone can find a way to address constructively 
the issues of miscarriage and infertility, it ought to be 
the church. Yet such a conversation barely has made 
it to our agenda, except among some hospital ~hap-

And what thoughts are expressed usually do more 
damage than good. Both times, we listened to well­
meaning people attempt to console us with thoughts 
such as "It's OK; this happens all the time" or "Don't 
worry; you'll have children someday" or "God knew 
that baby probably would be deformed." 

_ lains. • 
Every church and every community would benefit 

from having even one person who developed a genu­
ine burden and compassion for couples experiencing 
miscarriage and infertility. It's time to put this need 
on the table and let the healing begin. 

No wonder people who experience miscarriage - Mark Wingfield 

A ransom for many 
Editor's note: This article begins a 
three-part series on the death of Jesus, 
which will be followed after Easter by 
three more on his resurrection. 

By Carey Newman 

My friend was quiz­
zical. Several of his col­
leagues at work spoke 
openly about their 
faith's special emphasis 
upon Bible study and 
prayer during Lent (the 
six weeks before Eas­
ter). When he asked 
why, they responded 
that it was a time to re­
member the death of Jesus. Neither 
my friend's denomination nor his lo­

·cal church followed the church year 
closely, and so his question to me was 
quite natural: "How are these spiritu­
al disciplines connected to the death 

• ··of Jesus?" 
.There can be little doubt that the 

death ·of Jesus forms one of the two 
main hinges upon which all of Chris-

. tianity swings. Any perspective which 
• - . does not allow the cross and resurrec­

tion' tq: govern Christian belief and • 

practice is doomed from the start. 
However, to acknowledge the impor­
tance of Jesus' death only begs anoth­
er question: What does Jesus' death 
mean? 

The first word which jumps to 
mind must surely be 
"sacrifice." Jesus' death 
is in some way a sacri­
fice. That is, Jesus will­
ingly offered his life. He 
gave up privilege, pre­
rogative and safety; he 
underwent suffering, rid­
icule and a horrific and 
excruciating death. And 
he did this that we all 
might enjoy the benefits 

of renewal, well-being and genuine 
joy. 

But Jesus' death is a particular 
form of sacrifice-a substitutionary 
sacrifice. Jesus not only died "for" us 
(for our benefit), he -did it "in our 
place'' ( what happened to him is what 
should have happened to us all). In his 
death, Jesus embodied our guilt and 
punishment. One can only hazard a 
guess at the kind of love that was at 
work. -

. Making sacrifices for someone . 

else-especially your marriage part­
ner-is always easier said than done. 
Since I have made a fine art of mak­
ing promises I know ( or at least 
strongly suspect) Leanne won't take 
me up on, I was surprised and dis­
mayed when she took me up on my 
most recent offer. 

Her doctoral comprehensives were 
staring her square in the face, and, to 
be helpful, I volunteered to keep 
watch over our daughter and to put the 
house in order each Monday. So, for 
the past few weeks, instead of going 
in to work, I have spent some quality 
time with Mr. Clean-one of the first 
males to make wearing an earring a 
fashion statement. I did these heroic 
deeds both "for" her (to give her some 
more study time on Mondays) and "in 
her place" (since they are duties 
Leanne normally assumes). 

Jesus' substitutionary sacrifice 
should inspire both gratitude and hu­
mility inside of -us today. Gratitude 
because of the forgiveness it brings, 
and humility because we could never 
have do,ne it for ourselves. 

I told my friend to join the many 
others who pray and fast this Lenten 
season. In his death, Jesus not only 
suffered and died "for our benefit" 
but also '-'in our place." 
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"It's shocking that 
so few Americans 

know about this 
worldwide 

persecution of 
Christians." 

Nina Shea, director of 
the Puebla Program of 

Freedom House 

ISSUES 
Shea details global Christian persecution 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE- The discrimina­
tion many Christians feel they face in 
America today "pales in comparison" 
to the persecution Christians face 
around the world, a human rights au­
thority told Southern Baptists March 
3. 

Nina Shea, director of the Puebla 
Program of Freedom House, ad­
dressed the 50th anniversary seminar 
of the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission. Freedom House is a 
foundation dedicated to documenting 
human rights violations around the 
world. 

includes torture, rape, kidnapping, sla­
very and murder. 

Shea said Christians are persecut­
ed most in areas of the world governed 
by one of two ideologies: communism 
or militant Islam. 

While many Americans think com- . 
munism is a thing of the past because 
of Russia's transformation, it is not, . 
she explained. One-fifth of the 
world's population still lives under 
communist rule, primarily in China, 
she said. 

The death of Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping will not make life better for 
Christians, Shea predicted. "It's going 
to get worse . ... China sees Christian­
ity as the biggest threat to communist 
government." 

secution of Christians," Shea declared. 
Americans knew more about per­

secution of Christians during the Cold 
. War years but since the fall of com­
munism in Eastern Europe have 
"turned inward" and ignored the rest 
of the world, she said. 

Additionally, '.'our government has 
not made this an issue," Shea said. 

Although she has been appointed 
to a special presidential commission 
on religious persecution, Shea said it 
will take major change for the United 
States government to even understand 
the scope of reli­
gious persecution, 
much less attempt 
to do something 
about it. "Christians today are the most per­

secuted religious group in the world,'' 
Shea reported. "More Christians have 
died this century simply for being 
Christians than in the first ·19 centu­
ries after the birth of Christ." 

In her speech, Shea highlighted 
some of the cases of.persecution doc­
umented in her book. 

For example, 

1 
C . . [.I 

she described a OmmlSSi 
meeting with U.S. '"'""" 
Ambassador Jim Sasser before he left 
for his post in China. He had been 
briefed by the State Department about 
human rights abuses against Tibetan 
Buddhists, student democracy activ­
ists and other groups, but no one had 
told him about the millions of Chris­
tians who worship in illegal house 

\ 

The data behind these statements 
are documented in a new book writ­
ten by Shea and recently published by 
Broadman & Holman. 

In that book, titled "In the Lion's 
D,fln," Shea highlights cases of Chris­
tian persecution and martyrdom in 
Sudan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, · 
Nigeria, Uzbekistan, China, North 
Korea, Vietnam, Cuba and Laos. 

She drew a sharp distinction be­
tween the persecution she has docu­
mented and the lesser offenses of dis­
crimination and bigotry. Persecution, 
she said, is much m?re serious and 

For example, she told of 1.5 mil­
lion people, mostly Christians, who 
have been murdered in Sudan as the 
result of an Islamic holy war. She told 
of children of Christians who have 
been stolen and forced into slavery. 

In Saudi Arabia, she said, an Islam­
ic-controlled government has plac!!d 
severe restrictions on religious prac­
tices of the American troops who 
saved Saudi Arabia from invasion by 
Iraq's Saddam Hussein. In addition, 
"hundreds of Christians" have been 
imprisoned there simply because they 
are Christians, she said. 

"It's shocking that so few Ameri­
cans know about this worldwide per-

churches in China. 
American Christians must demand 

that their government do more to ad­
dress the worldwide persecution of 
Christians, and they must get involved 
personally in speaking out against per­
secution, Shea said. Her book contains 
numerous suggestions of ways to get 
involved. 

ETHICAL ISSUE Richard 
Land, president of the 

Christian Life Commission, 
told those attending the 

annual seminar that 
churches must face the 

issue of racial 
reconciliation. 

Jones: Casinos God's 'judgment' on churches 

\ "Government and law have 
.! probably done all 
I government and/aw can do 

to rid us of the plague of 
racism," he said. "It is now 

Ii a moral and ethical 
problem. It is a sin 

problem." 

Continued from page 1 
took in $29 .4 billion in revenue; Jones 

, reported. He compared that figure to 
the holdings of all Mississippi banks 
combined: $27.6 billion. 

Jones cited several negative im­
pacts of the growth of gambling in 
Mississippi. He said gambling has: 

I Compromised the state's politi­
cal structure. Since 10 percent of state 
revenue now comes from gambling, 
the state has an interest in protecting 
gambling enterprises, he said. "No 
decision is made without asking how 
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it will impact gambling." 
I Destroyed families. He cited tac­

tics of new "family-friendly casinos" 
that provide care and activities for 
children that indoctrinate them toward 
gambling while their parents gamble. 

Jones listed a number of ills that 
afflict families of gamblers, such as 
stealing, divorce and bankruptcy. 

But another surprising result is the 
number of people who have embez­
zled money from their churches to pay 
gambling debts, he said. "Our church­
es are discovering that some of their 

best people are getting into leadership 
positions in order to get access to 
church fµnds." 

When that happens, the "easiest 
money to embezzle in the church" is 
missions money that should go to the 
Cooperative Program, Jones said. 
"The one piece of money not tracked • 
is money that goes out of the city." 

Jones said he knows · 15 Baptist 
churches in Mississippi that have 
faced problems with embezzlement. 

I Destroyed legitimate businesses. 
Pawn shops have sprung up every­
where casinos have been built, he said, 
and even the nature of what is consid­
ered recreation has changed. 

Jones said Mississippians, includ­
ing Christians, have bought into the 
gambling industry's promotion of the 
term "gaming" as a softer word for 
"gambling." 

In conclusion, Jones listed three 
questions he said all citizens ought to 
ask before agreeing to let their states 
legalize gambling: 

First, "Is it ever a legitimate func­
tion of government to make losers of 
its citizens?" 

Every other' function of govern­
ment, is intended to help people, he 
said, · but gambling by definition 
makes losers out of many in order to 
make winners of a few. 

Second, "Is it ever a legitimate 
function of government to compete 
with legitimate businesses?" 

In days past, such a notion was 
known as socialism, Jones said. 

Third, "Is it ever the legitimate · 
function of government to advocate 
that which is known to deceive peo­
ple?" 

.. ,. \' .... , .. ,-,7•;:-1f 
P!~ tlth~ptlJa . 
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ISSUES 
Casey outlines anti-abortion strategy 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-Americans who 
oppose abortion must help the coun­
try return to the Declarati_on of lnde­
pendence' s principle that life comes 
from the Creator, former Pennsylva­
nia Gov. Bob Casey told the annual 
Christian Life Commission 
seminar March 4. 

"In America, every child 
deserves a chance to be 
born," said Casey, a Demo­
crat who has denounced his 
party's support for abortion 
rights. 

"Abortion has destroyed Casey 
the heart and soul of the 
Democratic party. We're going the 
way of the Whigs," Casey · said. 
"Democrats say, 'We protect the pow­
erless.' It's not true anymore." 

Quoting the Declaration, Casey 
said abortion opponents must remind 
America that life is an inalienable 
right, endowed by the Creator, which 
no one should be able to take away. 

"Since when does America aban­
don in despair an entire class, the most 

defenseless, vulnerable?" he asked. 
"We've got to talk about the child ev­
ery day, all day, over and over again.'' 

Casey said the issue of life "defines 
not just how comfortably we live, but 
how we will live with our conscience." 

Casey added that the value of life 
should influence international rela­
tions as well as domestic policies. He 

said China should not receive 
"most favored nation" trade 
status as long as it violates re­
ligious freedoms and makes 
laws regarding family size 
that encourage abortion. 

Noting .that trade is impor­
tant, Casey countered, -"Our 
value system, and life, and 
what we.stand for as Ameri­

cans, and what we hope for our future 
is more important." 

Casey outlined five actions abor­
tion opponents can take: 

I Communicate. Casey advocated 
using television to help spread facts 
about specific abortion issues. 

I Work for passage of the Partial­
.birth Abortion Ban Act. This issue can 
be a major educational tool, he said. 
"Most people don't understand that 

Rowe vs. Wade provides for abortion 
on demand for the whole riine months 
of the pregnancy." 

I Recognize the limitations of a 
"partial-birth" abortion ban. Casey 
said lawmakers cannot think that a ban 
on "partial-birth" abortions is the end 
of the abortion issue. "If you let them 

• stop there, you let them off the hook." 
I Work for change in laws to pro­

tect the unborn. Casey suggested pub­
lic hearings by 
Congress to define 
when life begins. 
"Rowe vs. Wade 
is not only moral-
ly wrong, it's sci- . . 
entifically obso- IComm1ss1 _ I 
lete," he said. 

I Help those in crisis pregnancies. 
"Society's failed them. We've got to 
extend the hand of compassion," he 
said, advocating a better federal poli­
cies to encourage adoption. 

Quoting from a letter sent to him 
from an adopted child, Casey told the 
audience to be diligent in the protec­
tion of life. "We must continue togeth­
er to fight for unborn children even 
when it is a hard thing to do.'' 

Mitchell: Genetic discoveries point to God but raise concerns 
LOUISVILLE (BP)- Scientific 

knowledge and remarkable discover­
ies in genetics point to the awesome 
creative power of God, Ben Mitchell 
said during the annual seminar of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission. 

At the same time, serious ethical 
issues are raised by the complex de­
bates on the "new genetics," said 
Mitchell, assistant professor of Chris­
tian ethics at Southern Baptist Theo-

Southwest 
Baptist 
University 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
FACULTY POSITION 

The history department at Southwest 
Baptist University invites applications 
for a tenure track assistant 
professorship in U.S. history 
beginning August 1997. Candidates 
should possess outstanding teaching 
ability, demonstrate scholarly 
potential and commitment to 
undergraduate, church-related 
education. They should be_ prepared 
to teach surveys and advanced 
courses. Ph.D. required at the time 
of appointment. Send application 
letter, resume, statement of Christian 
educational philosophy, and three 
letters of recommendation by March 
21, 1997, to Dr. Harlie Gallatin, 
Department of History & Political 
Science, Southwest Baptist 
University, 1600 University Ave., 
Bolivar, MO 65613. EOE. For 
further information contact Dr. 
Gallatin by email at 
hgallati@sbuniv.edu or by fax at (417) 
326-1719. 

logical Seminary. 
Christians have an obligation to 

become engaged seriously in the dis­
cussions and develop materials from 
a biblical perspective "in order to in­
form a generation that will have to 
deal with these issues as no genera­
tion before them.'' 

Mitchell urged three responses: 
I Celebration. "We can and should 

support the therapeutic use of genetic 
technology within acceptable ethical 
parameters," he said. 

Exciting Career in 
Christian Retailing 
Excellent salary and benefit 
package available. Qualifica­
tions must include: four-year 
college degree or comparable 
business management expe--
rience, relocation required, 
outstanding leadership, com­
puter skills, strong vision for 
the future, and active role in 
a Southern Baptist church. 
Send resume to: 
Retail Store Operations Dept. 

Manager Training Search 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 

MSN 165 
Nashville, TN 37234-0165 . 
or fax to (615) 251-3622 

Baptist Book Stores 
Lifeway Christian Stores 

Owned and operated by the 
Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 

I Caution. "As with every technol­
ogy, genetic technology holds both 
promise and risk," Mitchell noted. 

"Uninformed by appropriate ethi­
cal standards and virtues, technology 
carries its own imperative. Watch it 
in the cloning debate. If it can be done, 
it will be done," Mitchell warned. "If 
we can clone human beings, some­
body is going to do it.'' 

I Resistance. ''There are some as­
pects of the new genetics we must 
simply reject," Mitchell stated. 

The Music and Drama Ministries 
of 

Florence Baptist Church 
283 Main Street, Florence 

present 

THE 1997 
FLORENCE PASSION PLAY 

Northern Kentucky's 
Most Beloved Easter Production! 

Five Thrilling Performances: 

Thursday - Sunday, March 20 - 23, 7:30 PM 
and 

Saturday, March 22, 4:00 PM 

Free tickets for reserved seating must be obtained. 
For ticket information, please call the church office at 

371-7141 

A love offering will be received al each performance. 
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FLOOD '97 
Floodiflg brings images. of despair, offers of hope 
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WHEN THE RAINS STOPPED 
■ Above Two men look inside a 
Shepherdsville house. ■ Far Left 
Bill Stowers, a member of Shively 
Baptist Church in Louisville, pours 
spaghetti sauce into a pot tor 
disaster relief meals. ■ Left Lon 
Venters of Ashland carries a Red 
Cross· food container. 
■ Bottom Middle Linda Scholl of 
Latonia Baptist Church in 
Covington talks with Joe 

• Gonterman Jr. while cleaning out 
his father's basement in southern 
Louisville. ■ Below First Baptist 
Church of Shepherdsville stands in 
front qt a flooded street. (Photos by 
David Winfrey) 
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FLOOD '97 
At least 15 Baptist churches damaged by ·, lood waters I 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

and new siding. We have some flood 
insurance, but it won't be enough." 

Sanders Baptist Church in Carroll 
The pews at Dawson Memorial County faced a similar plight. 

,Baptist Church near Maceo have sur- Flood waters rose nearly 4 feet 
vived three floods before, but last high in the church's small building, 
week' s water may have done them in, said Ladette Kerr, wife of Pastor Mor­
Pastor Steve Boyd said. gan Kerr. "All our hymnals are gone, 

''Those old pews are the originals," the piano, the organ, the seats, the car­
he said. "They went through the 1937 pet," she said. 
flood, when they were ft_..,..,....,....,_ An inmate work crew 
found out in a field after- sent out by the state helped 
ward, the 1945 flood and church members remove 
the 1964 flood. But I don't . thedarnagedcarpetandfur-
think they'll make it niture March 4, but it will 
through this one." be weeks or months before 

As Boyd spoke by tele- !IJ!iii!i11!!!;id the Sanders church gets its 
phone March 5, he did not meeting place restored, she 
yet know for sure how high n said. 
the water had climbed in- ;t1 ''The church can't afford 
side the church building. '_'I ; ill j ; I a l~t of the things we're 
don't know how much 1s , i m ,; 1 Iv havmg to do. And a lot of 
~ere because I can't get to il¾;i,tb~II the members of the congre-
1t," he explained. gation are having to rebuild 

However, he knew the auditorium their homes as well." 
had 4 feet of water the day before, "so Floodwaters rolled ·over churches 
it probably has about 6 feet today" due large and small, with century-old • 
to the river's continuing rise, he said. buildings and brand-new buildings. 

Members of the small country More than 4 feet of water surged 
church held services as usual Sunday, into the 2-year-old $2 million sanctu· 
March 2, and the water "wasn't any- ary and educational facility of Buck 
where close," Boyd said. But later that Run Baptist Church near Frankfort. 
day, the water began to rise rapidly, Ken Foreman, directorof missions for 
prompting church members to move Franklin Baptist Association, said he 
the pews and other furniture into the joined church members March 5 in 
highest room in the building. cleaning pews and carpets. 

But that wasn't enough to avoid The church, which sits in a pictur-
this year's flood waters, Boyd said. esque location at the forks of the 

"It's going to ruin a great deal," the Elkhorn River, has no flood insurance, 
pastor said. "In the last three years, Foreman said. -
we've put up paneling and carpeting At least 15 Kentucky Baptist 

. church facilities were known to have 
been damaged last week. 

In addition to Dawson Memorial, 
Sanders and Buck Run, here' s a run­
down of other damaged church facil­
ities confirmed as of the Recorder's 
press deadline Monday, March 10: 

I Falmouth Baptist Church in Fal­
mouth. 

I Trinity Baptist Church in Fal­
mouth. 

I De Mossville Baptist Church in 
Covington. 

I Beech Grove Baptist Church in 
Shepherdsville. 

I Bardstown Junction Baptist 
Church in Fisherville. 

I Lebanon Junction Baptist Church 
in Lebanon Junction. 

I First Baptist Church of Shep­
herdsville. 

I Calvary Baptist Church in Frank­
fort. 

I Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Frankfort. 

I First Baptist Church of Frankfort. 
I Lockport Baptist Church in 

Owenton. 
I Gilead Baptist Church in Glen­

dale. 
I White Mills Baptist Church in 

Elizabethtown. 
I Colesburg Baptist Church in 

Elizabethtown. 
I Panther Creek Baptist Church in 

Owensboro. 
As of the weekend, several West 

Kentucky church buildings stood in 
danger of being damaged by the ris­
ing waters of the Ohio River and the 
Mississippi River. 

'No one really knows what to do,' Falmouth pastor says 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

FALMOUTH-"You just feel so 
helpless," Pastor Norman Workman 
said March 5 as he drove along a wa­
tery highway from an emergency 
shelter w:here he had been comforting 
people evicted from their homes by 
one of Kentucky's worst-ever floods. 

Workman~ pastor of Turner Ridge 
Baptist €hurch in Falmouth, talked 
with the Western Recorder via cellu­
lar phone. All other phone service into 
the Falmouth area had been cut off 
since flood waters swamped the com­
munity. of 2,400 people Saturday 

night, March 1. Outside access to the 
Northern Kentucky community had 
been impossible because of flooded 
roads. 

''This is the first time I've been in 
anything like this," Workman said. 
"I've felt awfully helpless .... The 
people are so helpless right now. 
There's not much you can do but be 
there with them." 

Workman and other Falmouth­
area pastors had been doing just that 

• for several days-making regular 
rounds at three emergency shelters run 
by local churches and the Red Cross. 
Workman worked extensively at a 
shelter set up at Southside Christian 

L ,, 

TRASHED Homeowners and volunteers worked together to clear debris from homes and 
basements in southern Louisville. 

Church. the flood waters rose March 1. 
"Physically, they are all right," "He said on Saturday night during 

Workman said of the flood victims. the night you could hear people 
"Emotionally, they're just drained. No screaming. He said he had never heard 
one really knows what to do." anything like it. People were holler-

• As Workman talked, authorities ing, 'Help! Help!' as the water trapped 
were getting their first chance to be- them in their houses." 
gin searching the flooded town for Like other pastors in flooded areas, 
bodies. One death already had been Workman worked as long as possible 
confirmed, and four others were to be Saturday night helping residents evac­
reported later that day. uate and gather as many belongings 

At the shelters, a list of missing as possible. But by 11 p.m., he drove 
people conta_ined about 60 names, through several feet of water to get to 
Workman said, but rhost of those peo- safety himself. 
ple were believed to be alive and ''The one thing I've been trying to 
merely separated from family mem- share with people is right now it 
bers. For the first three days 'after the doesn't seem like there's any hope, 
floo{i,therehadbeennowayforthose but we know there is hope," Work­
stranded at various shelters to find out man said. "God will take care of us." 
if their missing family members were Last week, Rusty Watson, pastor 
at the other shelters. of Beech Grove Baptist Church in 

Falmouth, situated at the iuncture Bullitt County, left his home during 
of the Licking River and the 0 ,Juth fork the rain, fearing the worst. 
of the Licking River, was one of the When he returned home, he 
state's hardest-hit areas. Water surged • found his house had been spared; 
above the highest point pn the town's but several of his neighbors and 
flood markers7 which stop at 52 feet. • church members weren't so lucky. 

The facilities of two Baptist Six families in his church were fac­
churches in the community, Falmouth 1ng near total loss. 
Baptist and Trinity Baptist, were sev- "You almost feel unworthy that it 
erly damaged by the flood. . got in theirs and it didn't in mine," he 

Although Workman's church and said. "I had one guy tell me this (the 
own home were not damaged, many • man's home) was not God's house. It 
of his church members lost nearly ev- was his house1 and God had no right 
erything they owned. Some lost their • to do this." • • 
businesses as well. As chaplain of a Bullitt County 

. Workman said the most traumatic Fire Department, Watson was prepar­
ilitng he had e[!countered so far was • ing for a house to ~Q_US!! search, "hop­
the story of a c;hurch member who - -ing against hope that we cfon' t find any 
stayed in his higher-ground house as bodies." 

FERRYMAN David.Oerther 
floats away from 
Bardstown Junction Baptist 
Church in Bullitt County. 
Oerther helped transport 
families from their homes 
.last week after the flood. 
(Photo by David Winfrey) 
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FLOOD '97 

CLEAN-UP ■ Above Betty 
Tudor of Kirksville Baptist 

Church picks up debris 
from a garage in southern 
Louisville. ■ Above Right 
James Parker of Owsley 

Mud-out is dirty business for disaster relief volunteers 

Fork Baptist Church in 
Berea dumps another load 
of debris beside the street 

in southern Louisville. 

PUMPING Mitch Dugan 
(left) and Maxine Goodwin 
(middle) pump water from 
a Vanceburg home. (Photo 

by Trt.iett Cocanougher) 

Continued from page 1 
lief ministry gives members of that 
church a proper perspective. 

"It keeps our focus on missions and 
lets us know that our main work is 
outside the church walls," said Mal­
colm, who drove the church van with 
six other volunteers to Louisville. 

"These are just hurting people that 
have a need, and we just want to be 
available," he said. 

Volunteers' offers to help 
quickly were accepted. 

Joe Gonterman Sr. said 
last Tuesday he originally ex­
pected it would take the rest 
of the week to clean his base­
ment. 

"These folks have really Butcher 
been great. I don't know what 
I would have done without them," he 
said. "I was going to allow at least two 
or three days of work, and I believe 
that they'll be done before the day's 
over now." 

Kentucky volunteer teams for 
feeding and clean-up are based in 
southern Louisville and Vanceburg, 
said Brotherhood's Simpkins. 

In the parking lot of Parkland Bap­
tist Church in southern Louisville, 
more than 21,000 meals already have 
been prepared, said site coordinator 
Mike Klein. 

Missouri Baptist volunteers are 
cooking meals at First Baptist Church 
of Falmouth, and Kentucky volun­
teers also are providing clean-up from 
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there, Simpkins said. 
Tennessee Baptist workers are pre­

paring meals at First Baptist Church 
of Madisonville, with food also being 
taken to Henderson, Simpkins said. 

Clean-up teams from Georgia and 
South Carolina were scheduled to be 
in Northern Kentucky and Monterey 
by this past weekend, he added. North 
Carolina volunteers are on standby "as 

we see need." 
Volunteers will be need­

ed through the end of the 
month, he predicted. 

"Between Arkansas 
(where tornadoes hit) and us, 
it's been a major call up," he 
said. 

Kentucky volunteers have 
been involved in disasters at 

many other states and now are bene­
fiting from other volunteers coming 
to help, Simpkins said. "It's kind of 
neat to have that kind of brotherhood 
across the country." 

In Lexington, churches in Elkhorn 
Baptist Association have collected 
$15,000 to buy supplies, said Sandra 
Williams, church and community 
ministries director for the association. 

Anyone interested in donating fur­
niture, supplies or money to that col­
lection can call the Elkhorn associa­
tion office at (606) 254-7747 

Simpkins said his department's 
greatest need is for finances to replace 
pumps and to buy other equipment. 
"'This takes a toll when you have to 
spread your stuff so far around," he 
said. 

Simpkins added that after a train­
ing session for 9isaster relief volun­
teers Sunday, March 2, every worker 
trained has been called up to help. 

Two training sessions for potential 
disaster relief volunteers will be held 
March 15 in Shively and Scottsville. 

For more information about help­
ing with current disaster relief work 
or to learn more about volunteer train­
ing, call Kentucky Brotherhood at 
(502) 244-6489. 

POST CLEAN-UP■ Top Jerry Butcher of Calvary Baptist Church in Franklin sprays bleach 
to prevent mildew in a southern Louisville basement. ■ Above Lowell Lively and Howard 
Steward haul firewood to dry out a Vanceburg house. (Above photo by Truett 
Cocanougher) 
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NATION 
'Partial-birth' 
abortion· ban 
reintroduced 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-The bit­
ter battle over late-term abortions is 
returning to Capitol Hill. Congres­
sional Republicans introduced new 
legislation March 5 to ban the late­
term procedure called "partial-birth" 
abortion by its opponents. 

The new legislation comes in the 
wake of a confession by prominent 
abortion rights supporter Ron Fitzsim­
mons that he lied during last year's 
debate when he said the procedure 
was rare and only done to save the life 
of the mother or when a fetus was se­
verely malformed. In fact, he said in 
recent interviews, the procedure is 
done "for the most part" on healthy 
fetuses and healthy mothers. 

"Now the truth is out, and the 
American people are angry that they 
were told lies about this heinous pro­
cedure," said Rep. Charles Canady, R­
Fla., who reintroduced the Partial­
Birth Abortion Ban Act in the House 
of Representatives. 

Last year, the ban passed both 
houses of Congress bufwas vetoed by 
President Clinton, who said he be­
lieved the procedure was necessary 
sometimes to save a woman's life or 
to preserve her ability to bear children. 

On NBC' s "Meet the Press," Dem­
ocratic Sen. Patrick Moynihan of New 
York suggested Clinton would sign 
the bill if it clears Congress. Howev­
er, White House spokeswoman Mary 
Glynn said she was unaware of any 
change in the president's position. 

Both opponents and advocates of 
abortion have promised massive 
grassroots mobilization. House Ma­
jority Leader Dick Armey, R-Texas, 
said the House will act before Easter. 

enior 1997 
Adult 
eetdmttitmf 

Septembe_r 22 - 25 
• DAN QUAYLE - Patriot Guest! 

• Dr. O.S. Hawkins - Speaker 

• Rick Evans FamilY. - Worship Leaders 

• Squire Parsons - Concert Artist 

Presented by MOUNTAIN TOP CONFERENCES 
division of Phil Waldrep Ministries 

• As low as $129 per person!* 
(*Package C at 4 per room with 

$10 Early Bird Discount applied.) 

Southwest 
Baptist 
University. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
FACULTY POSITION 

The education department at 
Southwest Baptist University invites 
applications for a tenure track 
assistant professorship in education. 
Candidate_s should possess 
ou_tstanding teaching ability, 
demonstrate scholarly potential and 
be prepared· to teach _undergraduate 
and gr.aduate courses in teacher 
t_:ducation. Public school teaching 
experience is required . An earned 
doctorate is required at the time 
appointment. Send application letter, 
resume, statement of Christian 
philosophy and three letters of 
recommendation by March 21, 1997, 
to Mr. Chuck Lentz, department of 
education, Southwest Baptist 
University, 1600 University Ave., 
Bolivar, MO 65613. EOE. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 11 , 1997 11 



;...:., 

Best-selling • 
Christian· 

children's books 

1 Th'e Crippled Lamb, 
Max Lucado 

2 Just in Case You Ever 
Wonder, Max Lucado 

3 The ,One Year Book of 
Devotions for Kids 

4 Love You Forever, 
Robert Munsch 

5 God's Little 
Instruction Book for 

Kids 

6 The One Year Book of 
. Devotions for Kids, 

Vol. 2 

7 Alabaster's Song, 
Max Lucado 

8 One Wintry Night, 
, · Ruth Bell Graham 

9 I'd Choose You! John 
Trent 

10 The Tale of Three 
Trees, Angela Elwell 

Hunt 

Source: Evangelical 
Christian Publishers 

Association 

The Power Book: Spiritual Insights for 
Achieving Excellence. Stephen 
Arterburn. ThomasNelson Publishers, 
1996. No price given. ♦♦♦ (out of 
five) 

I was predisposed not to like this 
book. From the title and some of the en­
dorsements on the back cover, it looked 
like another power-of-positive-think­
ing, health0 and-wealth spirituality book. 
After reading through The Power Book, 
I was reminded a book truly cannot be 
judged by its cover. • 

Stephen Arterburn has compiled a 
daily devotional book for leaders and 
business people who struggle with dif­
ficult ethical and spiritual decisions on 
a daily basis. Fifty-two weekly themes 
provide insight into how God's power 
guides us through the maze of life. Each 
day's devotional contains a Scripture 
lesson, a life-story from an individual 
which highlights the theme, a "power 
point" and several "points to ponder." 
The life-stories come from people of 
every walk of life, some successful by 
the world's standards, others not so suc­
cessful. Any reader will find plenty of 
people with whom to identify. 

Arterburn easily could have fallen 
into the. trap of suggesting that a faith­
ful Christian will experience financial, 
social and even political power. Gener­
ally he avoids this, while remaining 
faithful to the ·biblical witness that 
God's power helps us thrive, even when 
life is less than · ideal. Throughout the 
book, he reminds us that excellence in 
living is attained by being faithful to 
God's leadership. • • 

While .written. primarily for corpo- . 
rate leaders and business people; church 
leaders of all kinds and from all walks 
of life will draw inspiration from Arter­
bum's devotional book. Jim Holladay 

Striving for the best 
By Robert Dunston 

The second part of Cumberland 
College's mission statement is "the 
college strives for excellence in all 
of its endeavors and expects from 
students a similar dedication to this 
pursuit." 

We recognize the strengths and 
gifts our students bring when they 

: I I 
No Other Name I Know: Sermons on 
Prayer and Spirituality. Edited by 
Alfred Smith Sr. Judson Press, 1996. 
100 pages. $12. ♦♦♦♦ 

Alfred Smith Sr., pastor of Allen 
Baptist Temple in Oakland, Calif., is 
one of the outstanding preachers in 
America, but regrettably he offers no 
sermon in the book. Rather, he turns to 
11 preachers he greatly respects, such 
as Kevin Cosby of St Stephen Baptist 
in Louisville, Suzan Johnson Cook of 
the Bronx Christian Fel­
lowship in New York 
City, Frederick Haynes 
III of Friendship Baptist 
in Dallas and Jeremiah 
Wright Jr. of Trinity Unit­
ed Church of Christ in 
Chicago. After reading 
the sermons in this collec­
tion, there is little doubt 
why Smith picked these 
and other preachers for . 
the book. 

easily be used as a springboard for a per­
sonal study of prayer or as inspiration 
for giving yourself umeservedly to 
communion with God. Wayne Hager 

You Can Raise a Well'-Mannered 
Child. June Hines Moore: Broadman 
and Holman Publishers, 1996. 198 
pages. $10.99. ♦♦♦ 

Most parents probably have uttered 
these words to a child at some point, "I 
hope you don't do that when you are 

out in public." One of the 
most frustrating parental 
responsibilities is teach­
ing children the elements 
of well-mannered social 
interactio'n. The frustra­
tion exists in the seeming 
"nagging" nature of the 
process. June Hines 
Moore offers parents and 
grandparents a guide to 
the process of teaching 
manners, not just a book 
ofmanners. • The preachers of this 

collection span the coun­
try, generations and theo­
logical spectrum. Yet, 
one common thread 
unites them all: the im­
portance of prayer and 
spirituality in the life of 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Midlane Park Baptist 
Church in Louisville, and 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Clifton Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

After encouraging 
adults to consider the per­
sonality type of the child 
and age appropriate rules, 
Moore. launches into 
chapters that cover skills 
from the phone to the ta-

those who have limited 
resources for help other than God. 

Besides covering the most asked 
questions about prayer, two sermons ad­
dress the spiritual legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and women. Reading 
the sermons made me wish the book 
was accompanied by an audio tape be­
cause, after all, preaching is an oral 
event. 

These well-crafted sermons speak to 
the head and the spirit. The sermons can 

ble and from parties to 
church. Moore's unique contribution 
comes from her frequent reminder that 
a child's temperament must be consid­
ered in teaching the rules. The rules are 
the same for every child, but parents 
must adjust teaching style to be effec-
tive with different children. • 

Admittedly, some of the manners 
discussed may be considered, even by 
well-mannered adults, skills of a by­
gone age. Moore contends, however, 

that even when such manners are not 
practiced by parents they can, and must, 
be taught to the next generation. Wayne 
Hager 

How to Help Your Friends. Joe 
Richardson Jr. Convention Press, 
1990. 96 pages. No price given. 
♦♦♦♦ 

Youth talk to youth. As any parent 
or youth worker knows, teenagers are 
more apt to tum to peers for advice and 
counsel before turning to an adult. 
Those of us who work with or have 
teenagers spend more than a little time 
wondering what kind of help teenagers 
give each other. 

Joe Richardson has put together an 
interactive book designed to help youth 
know how to help each other. He cov­
ers such topics as: being a good listen­
er, recognizing distress signals, helping 
others take responsibility for their own 
actions, learning how to say no and 
helping each other rely on God for guid­
ance. I found his presentation of the 
"three-part no" a particularly useful and 
unique tool for helping youth deal with 
the tension between knowing what is 
right and desiring to be accepted. 

As an interactive guide, "How to 
Help" is short on theory. I would not 
recommend handing it to teenagers and 
assuming it will provide all they need 
to know to provide sound advice to their 
friends. (In the area of pastoral care, a 
little knowledge can be a dangerous 
thing.) Richardson's guide is best used 
in guided discussions, either one-on-one . 
or in small groups. Used in those ways, 
his guidebook will help youth be better 
friends, guides and witnesses to their 
peers. Jim Holladay 

Building a brigJlter future 
ference. Clearly we have students 
who are developing their athletic • 
prowess here. 

Our forensics team ably demon­
strates how well our students are 
challenged and assisted in develop­
ing their minds. In recent weeks, 
Cumberland's team has placed sec­
ond at a tournament held at the Uni­
versity of North Carolina at Char-

"They realized that the work 
had been done with the help of our 
God" (Nehemiah 6:16t • 

It hasn't been so long ago that I 
stood in a Somerset shelter called 
Operation Hope for abused and ne­
glected young people. The building 
was cramped, in disrepair and poor­
ly designed for residential childcare. 
Finances were so tight that the lo­

have been blessed by the experi­
ence. Comments such as, "This 
will outlive me," "We'.re putting 
feet to our faith," and "I never 
knew how many kids were in 
trouble" have been repeated often. 

The work of these volunteers 
will mean, among other things, 
that the wilderness camping treah 
ment program will get a lodge. 

come, and we work to 
help them develop their 
bodies, minds and spir­
its while here. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

lotte and first at a tour­
nament held at Clemson 
University. Our students 
beat teams from the Uni­
versity of Florida, Clem­
son, Appalachian State 
University, Southeast 
Louisiana State Univer­
sity and the University 
of South Carolina. The 
record of the students on 
our team indicate their 
ability to prepare well, 

cal leadership was strug­
gling to keep the doors 
open. But young people 
were in need and those 
leaders did not want to 
close the shelter. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Family foster care will 
expand to other coun­
ties. Cornerstone 
Counseling will receive 
an endowment to keep 
serving individuals aud 
families in crisis, and 

As we develop their 
bodies, we think of ath­
letics. Our wrestling 
team is completing its • 
first year of competition. 
They are the national 
champions of the Na­
tional Christian College 
Athletic Association and 
will travel to the National Associa­
tion· of Intercollegiate Athletics 
meet in North Dakota. Our swim 
team is sending 13 members _to 
compete. in the national meet in Se­
attle, Wash. Gareth Wilford, ajun­
ior and member of our track .team, 
placed fifth.in the milefand second 
in the 1,000 meter ·run recen0y at 
the indoor nationals in Lincoln, 
Neb. Thus far in his college <;ai:eer, 
Gareth has earned eight All-Amer-

, ican honors. Our men's bask~tball 
. team finished the• regular season 
tied. with Georgetown ,College as 

. champions of the Mid-South Con-
,' . 

I · 

~ "'- -

present effectively and think on 
their feet. 

Spiritual development can be 
found across the campus as well. 
From wo~hip services like Monday 
night "celebration" to such projects 
as ministry to children, home build­
ing, summer missionary service and 
working as church staff members, 
Cumberland -College students are 
growing in their faith and ·demon­
strating that growth through service. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberiand 
·college, 6000 College Station f)r., Wil0 

, • uamsburg, Ky. 40769 
f1· 

• the family preservation 
and reunification pro­
grams will grow. 

Our board agreed to 
take over the shelter 
.;tnd trust the Lord to 
provide the resources 
needed to replace the 
facility and develop 
other neecl~d programs Brenda Gray 
for the reg10n. What a 

And the Southern 
Region Shelter, which 
started it all, soon will 
move to its new loca-
tion. When . i step 

across the threshold of that bright, 
roomy building surrounded by 
God's beauty near Lake Cumber­
land, I'll be reminded of the won­
derful power and love . of our 
Lord . . 

lesson in faith . Our 
Lord has responded beyond our 
wildest , drea1Jls. Not only is a 
braqd new shelter building about 
to open, but ·numerous new pro­
grams provide services to children 
and families right now. , 

The resources for ihe new fa­
cilities haye c9me through .the 
Buildirg A Bfig1'te~ Future: capi­
tal campaign, which now is wind­
ing down. , Without fail our local 
leadership_:_'.all· voliinteers 'Yho 
_ha'le 'doriated ,money a~9 hours 
for this cause- have sa~d they 

. , Brenda Gray is vice' presidentfor 
. development and communications for 
the Kentucky Baptist Ho'(rles for Chil- • 
4,ren, 10801, Shelbyvil(e Rd., Middle­
town, Ky .. 4.0243.- Call (80Q) 456-
1386. The World Wide Web dddress 
is.: .http://www:iglou.com/kbhi:I • 

.,... . ' ' . \ 
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LEADERSHIP 
Keith: Help youth become 
more· than just attenders 
Continued from page 1 
strategy should be to make teens dis­
ciples instead of church attenders, he 
added. 
• "Youth ministry is taking the vi­
sion God has given you and inspiring 
and leading parents, teachers and lead­
ers, as well as youth," Keith said at 
Rec Lab '97, last month at Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center. 

"Our world has changed, but peo­
ple have not. Their basic needs are still 
the same." Keith said youth tend to 
drop out of church at about age 16 
because a newfound lifestyle built 
around cars, work, sports and school 
makes participation in church activi­
ties "a choice." 

Boredom and p~er pressure also 
lead some to choose something other 
than church, he added. 

Helping volunteer leaders to disci­
ple youth, regardless of the church 
program they lead, is the key to build­
ing an appealing youth program, he 
said. 

"What objectives do you have for 
your youth from the time they enter 
the program until the time they 
leave?" he asked youth ministers. 

Many youth ask, only to them­
selves, "Does Christianity work?" 
Keith said. Teens know they are sup­
posed to read the Bible, pray and be 

faithful in church attendance, but they 
want to know why, he continued. 

"Look at what works in your 
church," he advised. "Think through 
why you have the church programs 
you offer today." 

Almost all Southern Baptist 
churches-96 percent-have youth 
Sunday school classes. Approxi­
mately 70 percent have youth disci­
pleship training. While missions 
education for youth has de<;lined for 
the past two decades, youth involve­
ment in mission projects continues 
to grow. Youth choir programs are 
strong in churches with the resourc­
es to offer them. 

Keith asked youth ministers to con­
sider what they would offer youth if 
they had only four hours a week, in­
cluding worship services. 

Make a concerted effort to focus 
also on the needs of parents of youth, 
he said. Communicate what is going 
on in the youth program, and commu­
nicate your passion for that, he em­
phasized. Visiting youth in their 
homes and meeting some parents who 
may not be involved in church is a 
way to give youth attention and carry 
out the work of the church, he said. 

Rec Lab '97 was sponsored by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board's 
church recreation program. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
. SEEKING: Minister of educa- WANTED: String players to au- SEEKING: Full-time church pas- WANTED: Minister of education 
tion-'--emphasis on young adults and dition for 1997 Kentucky Baptist All- tor for Central Baptist Church, Corb- and youth. Lancaster Baptist Church 
church growth. Ocean View Baptist State Youth Orchestra. Must be in in, Ky. Requirements: M.Div. degree in Lancaster, Ky., has an immediate 
Church is a dynamic, progressive grades 9-12, active in music ministry from an accredited Baptist seminary; opening for a minister of .education 
Southern Baptist Church located at of a Kentucky Baptist church. Meet full-time pastor experience. Call: and youth. Seminary training is re-
9513 Wells Parkway, Norfolk, VA June 22-29. Information, call Church (606) 528-6650orfax (606)528-3407 quired. All interested applicants 
23503. (757) 583-1808. Fax:. (757) Music Department (502) 245-4101. or send resume by March 31, 1997, should forward their resumes to: Per-
583-5706. SEEKING: Hebron Baptist to: Pastor Search Committee, c/o Cen- sonnel Committee, Lancaster Baptist 

NEEDED: Full-time bookkeeper, Church seeks part-time minister of tral Baptist Church, 2014th St., Corb- Church, 201 Richmond St., Lancast-
experienced with Peachtree software, music. For information please call the in, KY 40701. er, KY 40444. 
general ledger account through church at (606) 689-7282 or Robert SEEKING: Growing church in NEEDED: Nursery worker able to 
monthly financial statements and pay- Byrns at (606) 525-7045, or send re- south central Kentucky seeks part- work during all services. Apply: 
roll; also coordinate admissions and sume to: Hebron Baptist Church, P.O. time minister of youth to coordinate, Chevy Chase Baptist Church, Lexing-
marketing inquires for personal care Box 92, Hebron, KY 41048. administer and evaluate all youth ton, Ky., (606) 266-2601. 
home for elderly ladies. The success- SEEKING: FBC Junction City is ministries. Must be able to relate to SEEKING: Minister of music/ 
ful candidate will possess superior seeking a part-time youth minister to youth and work with youth ministry youth. Salary negotiable. Send resume 
organizational and communications work with .a growing and dynamic team. 10-12 hours weekly is mini- to: New Bethel Baptist Church, P.O. 
skills, relate well to elderly clients, youth group; experience preferred. mum expectation. Send biographi- Box 100, Verona, KY 41092. 
staff and as a member of the manage- Send resume to: Youth Search Com- cal information to: YM Search SEEKING: Metro Peoria Baptist 
ment team. Three years minimum mittee, P.O. Box 246, Junction City, Committee, P.O. Box 393 Franklin, Association in Peoria, Ill., is seeking 
bookkeeping required. Salary com- KY 40440. (606) 854-3253. KY 42135, or call (502) 586-6211 a director of missions who meets 
mensurate with experience. Resume SEEKING: Pleasant Hill Baptist for more information. Home Mission Board guidelines. If 
may be sent to: Adniinistrator, Parr's Church of Somerset, Ky., is prayer- • SEEKING: Progressive 1100- interested, send resume to: Charles 
Rest, Inc., 96_9 Cherokee Road, Lou- fully accepting resumes (until March member church seeks full-time min- Hargrave, 907 N. Maplewood, Peo­
isville, KY 40204, or fax to (502) 459- 15) for a full-time music/youth min- ister to youth and students. 3-5 years ria, IL 61'606. Deadline for resumes • 
5455. ister. Resumes to: Personnel Commit- experience preferred. Application is March 1, 1997. • 

WANTED: God-sent person to tee, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, deadline: March 31. Resumes to: SEEKING: Full-time bookkeep-
serve as associate pastor. Primary re- 1815 Clifty Road, Somerset, KY Youth Minister Search, Crescent Hill er for the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
sponsibility is worship leader with 42501. Baptist Church, 2800 Frankfort Ave., tion. Position requires 3-5 years of 
emphasis on music plus other ~hurch . CONVENTION: Dallas conven- Louisville, KY 40206. : computer, spreadsheet and word pro­
ministry -according to ~pi.ritual gifts. tibn arrangements-;-affordable hotel SEEKING: Cynthiana Baptist cessing experience. College with ac-. 
Tremeridous opportunity'to serve i" a paclcages,' '~ome Walking distance. Church is seeking applicants for a full- counting backgr~mnd preferred. At~ 
fast-growing ·church family open to Disc.aunt airfares. Stinday afternoon- time minister of youth. Resumes• may tractive benefit package. Send resume 
inn9vative ministry style.~. Send no 'rhursd~y Qoil.-stop flights· froin Lou- be sent to Cynthiana Baptist Church, and references to: Director of Ac­
resiime yet-write for information: '· is'vHle: $206. Alamo ten'tals ~tart $23/ • P.O. Box 355; Cynthiana, KY 41031, counting Services.Department, P.O. 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Bok 576, day._Ciµistiill) 'Travellers, (800) 972- Attn: Personnel Committee · Chair- Box 43433,; Louisville1.KY. 40253-
Mt. Carmel, IL 62863. '89?2'. ' . ' ,., ~ • ' ·' ),' -,. • : man; or contact the ·church •office at '0433. No phone·calls please. , r 

SEEKING:,Pleasant Hill Baptist ~.. SEEIQN~:' Part~time.'.niinister of . (606) 234-157-5·. •• i ,.. TOUR: Biblical Greece and.Tur-
Church of C~pbellsville•is ·.curremt- : ym,ith lP<?s'sibilitr of coIP.-~iifation po- SEEKING: Meta Baptist- Church key. 8~day tcmr, departing Sept. ~; 
ly_ r~c.eiving tesumes fqr _ p~-~ime , _:,itio~)- Se~d .~esum~ t9: Fem Creek ~s presently ln ~he pr<?c~ss' of search- • Ath~ms: the Partheno~, • Mars Hill; . 
~n.ts~r ,of youth. Send to: Mm1ster ,.8aptist Churcli, P.O. Box 91146, Lou- , mg for a full-tune nurus.ter ,of youth Cormth,1 plu-s ,a -3-mght :Aegean 
of Youth Searfh Committee, Pl(l;isant jsviflei KY 40291, Attn: Youth: and : and music. Send resume .to: Search • cruise to Mykonos~rRhocles, Ephea 
Hill Baptist Chuth, 6380 Old leba- • Personnel commitr~s:'·For more in- • Committee, Meta Baptist Church, • sus and ·Patmos. Only $1,798. Call 
non Road,'Campoellsville, KY 42718. formation, please contact Linda Bar- • 8807 Meta Highway., Pikeville, KY Pasttir Studie_ for -brochure.· (502) 
No·phone inquires please. nes at (502) 239-0316. 41501. 247-8331. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray f9r these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Visas needed for 
volunteers who will work 

with Joe Deleon in 
beginning an 

international English 
church in St. Petersburg, 

Russia. 

■ That Cooperative 
Services International 

work in Russia will rely 
heavily on prayer. 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ CRESTWOOD- Donna Tho­
mas resigned as minister of music 
at Ballardsville Church, effective 
March 30. She is moving to North 
Carolina. 

Crestwood Church recently began 
Saturday night contemporary worship 
services as an outreach to unchurched 
people in the community. 
■ ERLANGER- Erlanger Church 
ordained Phillip Nicholas, Rogers 
Redding, Jim Young and Darrell 
Lewis as deacons March 2. 
■ GEORGETOWN- Great Cross­
ing Church called Art Hardin as 
pastor. He will begin his new min­
istry March 16. Hardin previously 
was pastor of Kirkwood Church in 
Salvisa, 
■ LA GRANGE- Rolling Hills 

Church called Tom Baughman as 
interim pastor. 
■ LEBANON- Lebanon Church 
called Bill Proctor as minister of 
youth. Proctor previously was min­
·ister of youth and education at Indi­
an Creek Church in Mineral Wells, 
Texas. He began his new ministry 
Feb. 1. Wesley Noss is pastor. 
■ LEXINGTON- Grace Church 
will recognize Minister of Music 
Terry Keith on his fifth anniversa­
ry March 16. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Hurstbourne 
Church recently voted to build an ad­
dition to their present facility. The 
addition will include educational 
space for a senior adult center, pre­
school center, youth center, fellowship 
hall, additional children's Sunday 

school space, office space, a counsel­
ing center and a family life center. 
Cost is approximately $4.6 million. 
Ron Ford is pastor. 

Rockford Lane Church will or­
dain Associate Minister Philip 
Hedgecoth to the gospel ministry 
March 23. 

Beechwood Church called Wade 
Smith as minister of music. He be­
gan his new ministry March 2. 

Eighteenth Street Church will 
hold revival services beginning 
March 16 at 10:45 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
March 17-19 at 7 p.m. Rolfe Dors­
ey will be guest speaker. Randy 

• Constant Sr. is pastor. 
Buechel Park Church will present 

a living portrayal of Leonardo Da Vin­
ci's Last Supper March 26-27 at 7 
p.m. Call (502) 452-9541 for more 
information. 
■ WHITLEY CITY- First Church 
ordained James Strunk and Eddie 
Ball as deacons Feb. 23. 

•I\:iJl6,;'',;~;;j)I··· 
··.···•·· ,.,(11Jonst,;,P lisJ :",r· 

tin11st!allmiret1J:r· 
,,.,• .·.,..:,.,:: ::: -: .. :,: ·.,.:,.:-,;.,, .=.:- • -:,· "·'·' ·'.· -.-. :· • · .❖ 

:1:-CETON/ NJ. (ABP)2}·; 
r J:rI"esa a9g ~W clliito11 .. ••• 

···{JfSr~1*;ij~ts~tiff~,:.:: 
v~rig~Hs(BHly Grab:~ • .· 
l~3Q»1'ap~~~5 • • • •· • 

lr!➔!~,?~1'i 
aj:q\<)r ·.r~aq•.~t>9ut;,·.•.HY~ng}•i" 
·•;uiy part~?;r!~e:.[°'r11;•~~'.i 

Coordinators Bob and 
Nancy Walden ask 

prayer that the mission 
can trust God for the 

outcome in the midst of 
discouraging 

circumstances. 

Black Jesus sparks death threats, cancellations 

■ Adrian and Neva Burk, 
Mission Service Corps . 

vohmteers in Northboro, 
• Mass. 

■ Pastor Walter Lee and 
• his wife, Jennifer, as 

they lead Korean Baptist 
Church in Northboro, 

Mass. 

NEW ARK, N.J. (RNS)- A 
black actor who was hired to play 
the role of Jesus in a Passion Play 
has received death threats and can­
cellations from people who want to 
see a white man play the role. 

Desi Arnaz Giles acted the part 
of Jesus in the play March 2 in the 
Park Theater Performing Arts Cen-
ter. • 

The play tells the story of Jesus' 
final days. 

According to Associated Press, 
word spread quickly that a black ac­
tor was playing Jesus, a part Giles 

• shared with a white actor. 

"The first call that I got, the 
woman . asked me, 'When is the . 
white actor playing because I don't 
want to see the black thing,"' said 
Eric Hafen, artistic director for the 
performance. 

. Giles called the part "the most 
important role of my life .... I will 
never · do anything more important 
than this." He said he will continue 
to play. the role despite receiving 
death 'threats. 

"I have led a very complete life," 
Giles said March 4. "Should some­
body clip me during a performance, 
don'.tcry for me, just rejoice be-

Our thoughts and prayers are with our friends and 
others who have been affected by the recent storms, 
tomados and flooding. May God sustain you during 
this time. 

- The faculty and staff of Oneida Baptist Institute 
P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972 

Dr. W.F. "Bud" Underwood, president 
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cause I'm ready to go home." 
At least two groups canceled 

tickets for a performance featuring 
Giles, and another group resched­
uled for a day when the white actor 
is scheduled to perform. 

Hafen said he expected that cast­
ing a black man as Jesus would get . 
a few telephone calls, but he said he 
was surprised to see such "blatant 
racism." 

Last weekend, Giles was sched­
uled to take the part of the devil in a 
musical in Plainfield, N.J. "We'll 
see how many people object to a 
black man playing him." 

Campus GAs 
The laughter and talk of a group 

of girls filtered from the courtyard 
gazebo as I made my way to the 
campus post office. It was a spring­
time gathering unusual for the third 
week in February. In five days I 
departed for Russia and needed to 
prepare three articles before I left. 
This was a story that needed to be 
told. 

Christal Dixon and Melody Middle­
ton assist with the group. Christal 
acknowledged, "The focus on 
prayer for our missionaries has per­
sonally grown me and convicted me 
of personal slothfulness in making 
intercession for missionaries. With­
in this past month one of our older 
GAs accepted Christ, and it was 

I slipped into the ga­
zebo and listened; I was 
scarcely noticed as the 
girls offered suggestions 
for a camping trip. The 
12 girls, ages 7-10, were 
from the campus Girls in 
Action mission group. 
Second year Maryland 
student Siobhoan 
W aschler said, "The 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

wonderful to hear her 
tell the entire group 
about her experience." 
Melody remembers her 
GA experience as a 
child, "I looked up to my 
teachers, just as these 
girls look up to me. 
Through my words and 
actions, these young 
girls will learn more 
about Jesus." 

greate~t part of GAs is Bill Whittaker 
the guls themselves. 

What would the girls 
say to a girl their age 

Their hearts and minds 
are eager and open for information. 
Our goal this semester is to encour­
age them to support missions 
through prayer and action." The 
girls will invite school friends to the 
camping trip and have an opportu­
nity to share Jesus. The girls formed 
committees to plan the event. 
'These girls are future missionar­
ies, and I rejoice in the opportunity 
to guide and learn from them. They 
are the energy and encouragement 
I really need," Siobhoan said. 

First-year Kentucky students 

whose family was com­
ing to Clear Creek? Justy Barnett, 
age 10, said, "I would invite their 
kids to my house and tell them 
about the life center and all the oth­
er things on campus." Amber 
Bailey, age 9, believes, "they can 
learn a lot and make friends. It is 
fun to go swimming in the creek." 
Nine-year-old Julia Webster wants 
you to know Clear Creek is "a fun 
place to learn more about Jesus." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville, 
Ky. 40977 

.. 



PEOPLE 
Missionary gaining an audience by coaching football I, 

NANCY, France (BP)---lt's a dark 
little bar off the main square in down­
town Nancy, France. 

Inside, a group talks sports in the 
earnest, low-pitched way men talk 
sports around the world. 

Smack in the middle .of I the 
scene- surprise-is Southern Baptist 
missionary Rod Boatwright. 

Folks are listening to him because 
the sport they're enthusing about is 
American football. And Boatwright, 
after all, is an American, and a foot­
ball coach. 

Of course, Southern Baptists didn' t 
send Boatwright and his wife, Don­
na, to Nancy to play football, but _to 
share Christianity and start churches. 
Football, however, has opened doors 
for them to discuss their faith. 

Coaching the local team has given 
Boatwright respectability, recognition 
and acceptance years quicker than a 

missions worker normally would get 
it, he said. 

Between games, practices and gen­
eral talk sessions, Boatwright has 
unique opportunities to share the gos­
pel with the young men. After several 
months, the Boatwrights began to see 
response, one and two and three at a 
time. 

"We're standing in awe of what 
we're seeing," said Mrs. Boatwright, 
who works closely with her husband 
in the church-planting ministry. 

They also have gotten to know 
neighbors and spend many hours each 
week visiting in bomes for contacts or 
Bible studies. 

Thirty-one people attended their 
first service in September 1995, and 
attendance has averaged 20 to 30 since 
then. 

"Almost without exception, every­
one is either a new Christian or a seek-

er," Mrs. Boatwright said. "We are 
seeing the people grow. But they re­
ally have no religious background and 
it's taking time for them to mature. 
During the first 16 months of begin­
ning the church, we had 10 baptisms. 
Three were football players." 

Fewer ~an 6 percent of France's 
55 million people identify themselves 
as "practicing Christians." Muslims 
outnumber active Catholics and evan­
gelical Christians combined. A new 
mosque opens every two weeks in 
France and Germany. 

Boatwright spends much of his 
time discussing the difference be.­
tween the views of Roman Catholics 
and Baptists. 

One man asked him, for example, 
about saints. "I said, 'It's nice to be 
one.'" Boatwright recalled with a 
laugh. "He looked at me funny. 

. "Then I explained the difference. 

Catholics see saints as miracle work­
ers. But we Protestants believe every 
believer is a saint. • 

"He said, 'Wow, that's interest~ 
ing."' 

Ministry director recounts how he found God behind bars 
HOUSTON (BP)- As an ex­

con, Frank Constantino must be 
used to skeptics. 

"People say chain-gang religion 
is no good, that jailhouse religion 
doesn't work," said Constantino, 
president and founder of C.O.P.E., 
Coalition of Prison Evangelists. 
"Well, it worked for me, and I'm 
gonna ride that horse all. the way to 
heaven." 

Constantino recounted his life 
story to more than 700 people at the 
fourth annual Criminal Justice Con­
ference last month, sponsored by 
Texas Baptist Men and IN­
FORMS- In-mate Family Organi­
zation Relationship Management­
a criminal justice ministry informa­
tion source. 

Constantino, whose organization 
encompasses 300 prison ministries 
across the nation, told the confer-

ence how he admired criminals as a 
boy. 

He became a professional crimi­
nal, spending 11 years in burglaries, 
robberies· and thefts totaling $11 
million. Then he was arrested, con­
victed and sentenced to 22 ½ years 
in prison. 

"I thought I was cool, but how 
you gonna b~ cool with a 22-year 
prison sentence?" Constantino 
asked. 

He defined "cool" by noting he 
had a reputation and some notoriety 
in prison. He could have lesser in­
mates bring his meals. 

The "worst part of doing time is 
the people I had to do time with," 
he recalled. "I hated them. 

"These were people who took 
what they wanted when they want­
ed it because they wanted it. That 
was a pretty accurate description of 

me," he said. 
Constantino said God used a 

"hardened criminal, a pagan, a hea­
then who was later shot to death in 
a drug deal after he was released to 
break my heart." 

God "told me I was just like 
them. He said there was no differ­
ence in me and these people I hated 
so badly," Constantino said 

Constantino started reading the 
writings of great philosophers. He 
said he found they were at. their 
greatest when they said, "I know 
that I don't know." 

It was a prison chaplain who pre­
sented the gospel to Constantino and 
prayed the hardened criminal would 
come to know the reality of Jesus 
Christ. 

"He told me that deep inside ev­
ery human is a desire for the truth," 
he said. "He told me the truth is not 

abstract; the truth is a person named 
Jesus. 

"People often act like they gave 
up something of value when they 
gave their lives to Jesus. Well, there 
I was, doing 22 years in prison, do­
ing time with animals I hated. I hat­
ed them because I hated me. I didn't 
give him anything of value when I 
gave him my life." 
• In addition to founding the pris­
on evangelists' coalition, Constan­
tino founded Christian Prison Min­
istries in 1973 after his release from 
prison. 

In 1976, he published his first 
book, "Holes in Time," and in 1978, 
he opened the Bridge, a facility that 
houses work release, aftercare, drug 
and alcohol abusers and men on al­
ternative sentencing. Today, five 
Bridge facilities operate in the Unit­
ed States. 

Chavis moves from United Church of Christ to Nation of Islam 
C_HICAGO (RNS)- Benjamin observer of the Nation of Islam, said 

Chavis--ordained a minister in the Chavis' apparent conversion could 
United Church of Christ and a former complicate Farrakhan's effort to align 
leader of the denomination's Com- himself.with African-American Chris­
mission for Racial Justice- says he • .tians. 
has joined the Nation of Islam, led by ·. Marni ya, an associate professor of 
Louis Farrakhan. . religion and African _studies at Vassar 

'lam affirming that the God who · Coll~ge in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., not­
called me into the <;:'.hristian chµrch is ed the difficu,lt relationship the Nation 
the same God who is calling me into has with many black church groups, 
the Nation of Islam," Chavis said. ·whom it has historically criticized as 

Since leaving his position as exec- extensions qf a· white religion. 
utive director of the NAACP under a As a United Church of Christ min­
cloud, of controversy in August 1994, • . _ister, Chavis "hacl ,crecijbility that al­
Chavis has been a key Farrakhan aide; lowed people wh_o belong to the 
helping organize the 1995 Million • churcli also t_o support'. Farrakhan," • 
Man :tylarch in Washirigfori. , scy.d Ma~ya, who was pres(!nt when 

Chavis, 49, made his announce-. Chavis.made his declaration. 
ment Feb. 23 at the Nation oflslam~.f ' Mamiya · said,Farrakhru;i "seemed 
annual Saviours' 'Qay . gatheri11g, t~ ~ppreciate,this dilerrima" bY, noting 
which attracted 6,000 people tR ~e· at Chavis' .annour;icemel}t that calling . 
Uni,versity of Illinqis il,t Chic;ago. .. opeself. a'Christian, Muslim or Jew is 

• To join the:Nation, Chavis :,yould not as. ,impo,rtant as ~.av~9:g ~ait~ in 
have had to sign a proclamat10n of God. . • . _ , .. , , 
faithihat' hoid$ that Allah, or Go/1;, Ch.avis .cou{d not _be re;ic,hed for 
appeared on earth as W•. Faid.Muh,ain- comment. . ' ' • .' ·- • 
mad, who founded the Nation in De- . Chavis buiJt his reputatiorp:prough 
troit dui:ing the Depression. W. Fard h,i,s work.in 'civil-rights organizations 
Muha'mmad mysteri.ously disap- and served .iµ· a 11umber of positions 
peared 'in 1934, at which point Elijah with the UCC's racial justice.unit from 
Muhammad took over the grou·p. 1968 to 1993. He was ordained to the 

Lawrence Mamiya, a long-time -UCC ministry by the church' s East-

ern North Carolina Association in 
1980. The denomination is headquar­
tered in Cleveland. . 

As executive director of the UCC 
Commission for Racial Justice, 
Chavis worked with churches, com­
munities and interfaith groups to fight 
racism and seek justice for African- · 
Americans and other racial and eth­
nic groups. 

Chavis was arrested and convicted 
in 1971 as the head of the "Wilming­
ton 10," a group of activists who were 
accused of firebombing /l white­
owned grocery store ih Wilmington, 
N.C. In 1980, a year after his release 
from prison, a federal appeals court 
overturned the convictions. 

Prior to becoming a UCC minis­
ter, Chavis was a minister in the Black 
Christian Nationalist Church, a sect 
that conceived of Jesus as a black rev­
olutionary messiah whose message 
was corrupted by white Christian lead­
ers. 

Chavis currently serves as the top 
executive at the Farrakhan-aligned 
National African-American Leader­
ship Summit. 

Chavis became executive director 
of the NAACP in 1993, and soon af­
ter-began reaching-out to Farrakhan 

en::··.;fsfqJfer~Jgr 
.,, cirthodox;,lslam. 
• • Mainstream J 

570 A.Q.,as Al 
d took human 

··' . Jesus Christ 

and others outside the civil rights 
mainstream. The move prompted con­
troversy, all of which came to a head 
the next year when Chavis was fired 
amid allegations of financial irregu­
larities and sexual harassment. 

Chavis denied the allegations, but 
agreed to a financial settlement with a 
former aide who accused him of sex­
ual harassment. . 

COACH Missionary Rod 
Boatwright has found his 
status as coach of the local 
American football team in 
Nancy, France, gives him 
access to settings where . 
the gospel rarely is shared. 
Enthusiasm for American 
football has given him and 
his wife, Donna, 
opportunities to share their 
faith in a country where 
Baptists often are viewed 
with suspicion. (BP PHOTO 
by Warren Johnson) 
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'l'op 10 Reasons to Use the 
Western Recorder's 

Church l\Tewspage Plan 
10. It~'s~easier to create than anynewsl~tter you 're doingnow. 

... 

9. Members get more for their money than Just a newsletter: 
they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives. 

8. It's on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps 
you keep on top of communicating with church members. 

7. There's somethingfor eve.zy:one. The Western Recorder isn't 
just a denominational paper; it's a reader-friendly paper full of 
practical resources for Christian living. 

6. It gi.ves perspective. If you're concerned about church mem­
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West­
ern Recorder is a must. 

5. We'll makeyou look great. The Western Recorder staff will 
work with you to· create an attractive layout and show you 
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week. 

4. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make 
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the 
Recorder routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps 
they've received. • 

3. We'll work with the Post Office, so you -don't have to. 

2. We'll do it your way; The Recorder publishes newspages a 
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We 
can meet your needs. 

1. We'll save your church money; Most churches currently 
publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save 
hundreo.s, sometimes -thousands of dollars by publishing their 
newsletter on the Western Recorder . . 

Call (602) 244-6473 today for details. 
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