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 child sex abuse

: If your church needs more
~ nursery or preschool workers,
, ‘publlshmg a general announce-
- ment and taking anyone who

_ volunteers may not be the best
way to solve the prcblem, warns;

Jewell Nelson.

~ Nelson, a specxahst in chtl—f
dren’s ministry who works with

_ the Kentucky Baptist Conven-

_tion’s Sunday school depart-
- ment, said her office is getting -

_ an increasing number of calls
from Kentucky Baptist church-

es concerned about sexual
. abuse.

Many allegatlons of sexualz

: abuse in churches are false, but
'some are valid, she said. “Unfor-
_tunately, preschoolers, children

‘and youth have been sexually

abused, even in the church en-
'vironment in our own state.”

 Every church, regardless of
size, should take steps to prevent
child abuse from happening and
to protect the many honest
‘0 See Ideas offered ..., page 8

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

ALCALDE—Spending a day at
New Enterprise Baptist Church is like
spending a day at a family reunion.

Between Sunday school and wor-

'FLOOD °97 ® Above Dale Bobb, a deacon

at Trinity Southern Baptist Church in
Falmouth stands in the sanctuary of the
flood-damaged church. Drywall and
insulation was soaked 6 feet from the floor,
and the church lost pews, music

" instruments and a van. About one-third of

the church’s families have damaged homes
or businesses. M Left A sign of assistance
in Falmouth. More photos and information
about the flood are on pages 5-7. (Photos
by David Winfrey)

New Enterpruse Baptist models

KBC’s church growth and administra-
tion division.

As a caring congregation, New En-
terprise “models and leads the way,”
Aker said.

In the worship service, grandmoth-
ers hold grandchildren on their laps;

come Visitors.

There are lots of smiles, lots of
laughter, lots of hugs.

“We don’t let anyone get away
without a handshake or a hug,” Dea-
con Coy Mounce said.

Caring and self-giving long have
characterized the congregation, said
David Aker, who was Pulaski Coun-
ty director of missions for 22 years.

The New Enterprise congregation
is one of many Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention churches identified as a
healthy congregation in a study by the

ship, the congrega- mothers gently place
tion gathers in the their arms around
sanctuary to s,i’ng ) . their children; fami-
tl'lHappy;Slrltlhdayh tg L lies ’I§lllt t(f)gettl_ler. :
'bil?tiled:;soth;tv\?vee?(. I ' of the%S?a%oﬁl’envy(l)lz
They offer best wish- attend regularly are
es to couples cele- interrelated, said
brating wedding an- s Deacon Howard Ed-
niversaries. They re- 1 wards. -

peat Bible memory Some, like Ed-
verses. They wel- wards’ wife, Sue,

have been in the
church all their lives. They can trace
their heritage to families who started
the church in the Alcalde community
five miles south of Somerset in Pu-
laski County in 1899.

Others like Mounce grew up in the
church, moved out of state, then came
back home.

When he and his wife, Betty, re-
turned to the area after six years in
Cincinnati, they joined a neighboring
church. But Mounce said he had a
“longing to go back to my home

By David Winfrey

News director

Two weeks into Kentucky’s big-
gest disaster in generations, Kentucky
Brotherhood Director Bob Simpkins
said he wonders if volunteers will last
as long as the damage.

“One of the greatest concerns that
I have is that my people are wearing
down,” Simpkins said last week.
“Normally we have a sufficient vol-
unteer bank to handle it when we’re
working in one or two given sites. In
this one, we’re working the whole
state, and it spreads us so thin.”

Baptist volunteers are helping feed
residents and clean houses throughout
Kentucky. Crews that ear-
lier were in eastern coun-
ties have moved west,
downstream. In addition
to Kentucky workers, vol-
unteer teams from Geor-
gia, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Tennessee
also are working in the
state.

Gov. Paul Patton has
declared a state of emer-
gency in at least 87 coun-
ties. The Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency has declared 63 counties to
be disaster areas.

The extent of the flooding is ex-
pected to keep volunteers busy at least
another four weeks before they can
pack up their tools and go home, Sim-
pkins predicted.

“This is requiring us to rent two
trucks and set them up with new
equipment to operate in the extended
areas,” Simpkins said.

0 See Volunteers stretched ..., page 6

caring & giving

church.” That was in 1970. They have
been at New Enterprise ever since.

Still others are like Philisty Dawes.
After joining another Somerset con-
gregation, she returned to New Enter-
prise. “I like the family atmosphere
where everybody knows everybody,”
the young mother said.

It’s not just blood kinship that has
kept the church going for almost a
century, Mrs. Edwards said. It’s the
genuine care members express to each
other in the good times and the bad,
she said.

Such as when Mrs. Mounce had
surgery in January. Church members
“like to have smothered us with love
and food,” Mounce said. Two months
later, they still ask to help and call to
say they are praying, Mounce said. _

Or when the church didn’t give up
on Patty Dinsmore’s father. For years,
Odell Waddle refused to come to
church. Every time a preacher tried to
visit him, Waddle hid in his bedroom,
she said.

Finally, at age 59, Waddle became
a Christian. After that, until his death
10 years later, “he couldn’t get enough
of the church,” Dinsmore said.

J More on New Enterprise Baptist Church
and the Kentucky church health study on

page 8.



By Toby Druin
Texas Baptist Standard

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
His view that women in ministry is a
local-church matter and opinions ex-
pressed in a letter to the Baptist Stan-
dard more than two years ago may
have cost Steven Harmon a position
on the faculty of Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.

Harmon, 29, who is expected to
receive a doctor of philosophy degree
from the Fort Worth seminary this
December, was to be recommended
to seminary trustees March 10-12 for
election as an instructor in theology.

Seminary President Ken Hemphill
and Academic Dean Tommy Lea
withdrew Harmon’s nomination,
however, after two interviews with

BAPTISTS

trustee members and discussion of the
appointment in the trustee academic
affairs committee. Both administrators
said they felt it was “God’s will” that
they terminate the proposal, which
had been unanimously recommended
by the theology department and en-
dorsed by both Hemphill and Lea.
“Our selection process has numer-
ous checkpoints where candidates
may be removed from consideration
for various reasons,” Hemphill said in
a prepared statement. “At any point
in the process the dean and president
may remove the name. In light of in-
put from our trustee body we came to
believe that it was not God’s will to
bring this candidate and, therefore,
removed him from consideration. We
prayed fervently, followed due pro-
cess, and I believe we made an appro-

IF WE WARNED HIm ONCE , WE WARNED HIM A THOUSAND TIMES ...

30 MINUTES, TOPS !

::v'Southem Bapti
~ as an alternative to the existing state Baptist
convention, 66 churches have aligned them-

Virg ormed
Conservanves of Vlrgmlc v

fall 1995, has been elected vice presiden
for academle affalrs at Crlswell College in

priate decision. This illustrates that the
process works.”

Neither Hemphill nor Lee would
say what was discussed in the closed-
door academic affairs committee
meeting.

Harmon said he was given no rea-
son why his appointment was with-
drawn except that Lea told him his
beliefs were somehow apparently “not
in conformity” with the “Baptist Faith
and Message,” a confession of faith
adopted by the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in 1963. No further explana-
tion was offered, Harmon said.

Harmon said he considers himself
a conservative scholar who believes
in biblical inerrancy.

Harmon said he was questioned by
trustees, however, about his views on
women in ministry. He told them he
felt the question of ordaining or hir-
ing a woman as senior pastor should
be left up to each local church, he said,
apparently dissatisfying trustees.

Both trustee groups also asked
Harmon about a letter to the editor he
had published in the Baptist Standard
in August 1994 after the announce-
ment that Hemphill was to succeed
Russell Dilday as president. Trustees
fired Dilday in March 1994, charging
he did not embrace the conservative
course charted by school trustees.

In the letter, Harmon told Texas
Baptists to be “wise as serpents” re-
garding a statement by Hemphill that
“no one has led me to believe that the
faculty (of Southwestern Seminary) is
sprinkled with liberals.”

“Having recently completed 135
semester hours in two degree pro-
grams at the seminary, I concur

~ H SBC leader critic

Southwestern faculty nominee removed at last minute

wholeheartedly that the faculty is not
‘sprinkled with liberals.” Texas Bap-
tists should be reminded, however,
that the members of the board of trust-
ees that elected Hemphill have
claimed quite the opposite,” Harmon
wrote.

“Before a gathering of Tarrant As-
sociation pastors and in written re-
sponses to letters from concerned Tex-
as Baptists, individual trustees have
adduced allegations that specific
Southwestern faculty members were
guilty of liberalism in their efforts to
justify the dismissal of Russell Dilday.

“If Hemphill’s statement means
that these trustees have reversed their
position that liberalism is a problem
at the seminary, then better days may
be forthcoming for the seminary fam-
ily. If, however, these trustees have
not changed their position, then one
can only conclude that the trustees
have deliberately misled Hemphill or
Hemphill has deliberately misled the
public.”

Harmon said he expected the let-
ter to create problems when the theol-
ogy department voted unanimously to
recommend his appointment but had
been assured by Hemphill and Lee it
would not become an issue.

In the first interview with a trustee
team, Harmon said, the letter was the
first issue raised. The week before he
was to be nominated the letter resur-
faced in the second interview. One
trustee “suggested I was an unrepen-
tant sinner,” Harmon said.

Harmon, who is pastor of Round
Grove Church in Dublin, Texas, said
he intends to continue his work toward

his Ph.D. degree.

Sony. A le

, ammg “dream team”

_admin strators are Gary Ledbetter, vice

development, and

‘res1dent for bu31-

. been named director of development at Bap-
 tist Theological Seminary at Richmond.
. Sprinks, 53, has worked in Baptist higher
__education 25 years, including 10 years at

that explored
out evangehsm,

P _
nt of the Southern Baptist Con-
Annuity Board totaled $5.67 bil-
ion at the end of 1996, an increase of $499
rmlhon over the | prev1ous year

- Roman Catholic Cardinal Bernard Law in
1996 Christmas season that raised money for
_ dent of the SBC’s Christian Life Commis-
- tional Association of Evangellcals in send-
_ letter protested an album called “O Come

Al Ye Faithful,” which benefited an orga-
mzatlon called Rock for Chonce

New Hampshire Baptist Association have
~ forged a partnership aimed at establishing

the Southern Baptist ¢ Convention has ]omed' :
protesting an album distributed during the
abortion-rights causes. Richard Land, presi-
sion, joined Law and Don Argue of the Na-

ing a letter to Sony Corp.’s chairman, The
'Spi_nks,.to mchmond. Robert Spinks has

astern Baptlst Theologxcal Semmary

m nd_accredlted Bapust Theologl- .
iinary at Richmond has been granted
editation by the Association of |
Schools The Vlrgmla school

l nut eastern m‘iNew Hampshire South-‘f_.
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and

50 Southern Baptist churches in New Hamp-
shire over the next 10 years. The partner-
ship calls for five graduating seminary stu-
dents each year to go to New Hampshire as
church planters and pastors.

2 WESTERN RECORDER B MARCH 18, 1997



KENTUCKY

‘Idea man’ Smithwick elected new KBHC president |

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

LOUISVILLE—William Smith-
wick was named president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children in
a unanimous vote by the agency’s
board of directors March 11.

Smithwick, assistant executive di-
rector of Virginia Baptist Children’s
Home and Family Services,
succeeds Curtis Mooney,
who moved to a new post
in Texas in July.

Smithwick, 46, was de-
scribed by his Virginia su-
pervisor as “an idea man,”
“on the cutting edge” and
“an excellent administra-
tor.”

Don Bradley, executive
director of Virginia Baptist
Children Home and Family Services,
said in a March 12 interview that Vir-
ginia’s loss is Kentucky’s gain. “He
was my right hand. He has excellent
management skills, excellent people
skills. He’s the kind of fellow I hate
to see leave.” :

Bradley said Smithwick is a per- ..
son who thinks on “the cutting edge”
of child-care ministries. “He is inter-
ested in finding better ways to deal
with the residents and provide Chris-
tian child care ... to reach out and
change lives.”

Smithwick also has been recog-
nized by his peers across Virginia. He
currently serves as president of the
Virginia Association of Children’s

&
Smithwick

Homes. y

During Smithwick’s tenure at the
Virginia Baptist agency, new pro-
grams were added to help victims of
sexual abuse, and emergency care fa-
cilities were expanded. The Virginia
agency also has begun an innovative
concept of establishing residential
homes for developmentally disabled
adults in partnership with local
churches and associations.

“He is the kind of per-
son we’ve been praying
for,” said Terry Lester, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church
in London and chairman of
the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children board.
“His experience uniquely
combines to meet the kinds
of needs we have.”

Herb Booth, a medical
doctor from Florence and chairman of
the Kentucky agency’s search com-
mittee, described Smithwick as a
“progressive” leader with “demon-
strated management skills.”

“He is a people person, caring,
sharing, open, authentic,” Booth said.

Smithwick praised Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children for its devel-
opment of new and varied programs
in recent years. “The challenge now
is to deepen our base, to build as
strong a foundation as we can to
strengthen what we're doing.”

The ministry provided by Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children is

down of the family continues to weak-

Ideas offered to help churches
guard against child sex abuse

Continued from page 1
people who work with children in
church programs, Nelson said. -

She offers these suggestions:

I Screen each volunteer or paid
staff person’s background. Copies
of a sample screening form are
available from Nelson or from the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board.

¥ Avoid situations where a worker
and child are left alone. “It is wise not
to be alone with a preschooler, ele-
mentary age child or youth,” she said.
“If a child needs to talk privately,
move away from others but stay with-
in sight of others.”

0 Place at least two workers in ev-
ery teaching unit. Nelson cited sever-
al reasons: better teaching can be
done; in case of an accident, one
teacher can take care of the accident
and the other can continue with the
session; claims of sexual abuse are
less likely; sexual abuse is less likely
to happen.

B Never touch a child in anger.
“Even in a caring way, you must keep
your hugs and touchiness from be-
coming suspect.”

I Never refer to a child’s or youth’s
body in a suggestive way.

0 Assign two workers to supervise
restroom time or if this is not feasible,
leave the restroom door ajar or stand
outside the door.

# Allow children to take care of
their restroom needs as much as pos-
sible. “Do not assist unless needed,”

Nelson advised. “If a young child
needs help, talk as you give assistance:
‘Now that you are finished, I will wipe
your bottom,” or ‘Yes, I will help zip

your jeans.” This helps the child know

exactly why You are near his or her
private parts.”

0 Dress yourself comfortably but
not provocatively when workmg with
children and youth.

I Never allow a child to go with an’

adult who does not have permission
to take the child. Written permission
should be given by the person who
brings the child if someone other than
that person is to pick up the child,
Nelson said. For example, a mother
might bring a 4-year-old to vacation
Bible school. The child’s father might
pick the child up in what appears a

normal transaction. But in this case, -

the mother and father are legally sep-
arated and the father has been ordered
not to be near the child. By violating
that order, the church becomes liable

for aiding the father’s kidnapping,

Nelson said.

Nelson recommends that church
child-care leaders view a video, “Re-
ducing the Risk of Child Sexual
Abuse in Your Church,” for more help
on this subject. The video is available
on loan from the KBC Sunday school
department by calling (502) 245-
4101, or it may be purchased by call-
ing (800) 222-1840.

Nelson is available to help church-
es understand more about how to pro-
tect both children and workers.

en the very infrastructure of our soci-
ety. As families fracture, break and

exist in varying states of dysfunction, -

innocent children are caught in the
wreckage, many of them damaged for
life.

“I’'m looking forward to working
as part of this dynamic organization
to share hope and healing,” he said.

Audrey Puryear, interim president
of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren, said the agency’s staff is “very
excited” about Smithwick’s election.
“He has been on the front lines with
children and is able to communicate
to our staff,” she said.

Smlthw1ck has served Virginia
Baptist Children’s Home and Family
Services since 1983, except for one
three-year period when he worked as
a financial consultant for Southeast-
ern Employers Services Co. He began
his work with the Virginia agency as
a chaplain and then became assistant
executive director for programs and
administration. He also has been a
bivocational pastor.

Smithwick recently earned the
master of business administration de-
gree from Averett College in Danville,
Va. He also earned the doctor of min-
istry degree in 1984 from St. Mary’s
Seminary and University in Balti-
more, Md.; the master of divinity de-
gree in 1978 from Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary; and the
bachelor of arts degree in 1974 from

' Averett College.
essential, Smithwick said: “The break- - '

Smithwick is married and has three
children. He will begin his new work

Cornerstone leader leaving

April 21.
In addition to Booth and Lester,

~ other members of the search commit-

tee that unanimously recommended
Smithwick were Gerald Sharon of
Fort Thomas, Mira Ball of Lexington,
Jane Cross of Louisville, Lynn Par-
rish of Pikeville and Ken Reinhardt of
Louisville.

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren, an agency of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, provides care for chil-
dren who have been abused, neglect-

ed or whose families are in crisis. With | .
an annual budget of $13.8 million, the |

agency assists more than 3,200 chil-
dren and adults each year.

Poll finds opposition to offering
slot machines at horse tracks

FRANKFORT—Two-thirds of
Kentucky’s adults oppose efforts to le-
galize video slot machines at the
state’s race tracks, according to a state-
wide survey conducted in February.

Opposition to the new form of
gambling was strongest in the areas
that would be most directly affected—
regions that are home to horse tracks.

The survey, conducted by the pub-
lic relations firm Preston-Osborne on
behalf of a group called Front and
Center, found only 9.2 percent of Ken-

tuckians strongly favor legalizing vid-
eo lottery terminals. Another 18.1 per-
cent said they somewhat favor the
idea.

While a strong majority of Ken-
tuckians oppose video slot machines,
39 percent said the new gambling
form would be the best of four options

" to create additional funds for higher

education. Other options given in the
survey were raising the state sales tax
by 1 percent, applying the state sales
tax to services or raising tuition.

CREATIVE MINISTRY Jeff
Smith (left) of Salt and
Light Ministries in
Richmond, Va., works with
students at the recent
Creative Ministries Festival.
More than 860 people
attended, said Tom Smoot,
an associate student
ministries director for the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention. Smoot said
more churches are adding
visual messages to singing
and sermons in their
worship. (Photo by Angela
Perkins)
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Concern from Russia

. Dear brothers and sisters, we greet
you from Russia. With heartfelt pain
we learned the news of heavy rains
causing flooding of different rivers in
Kentucky. We feel heartfelt concern
for the health of the peo-
ple and the homes and
buildings.

Our local churches of
the Evangelical Chris-
tian Baptist Union, the
brothers and sisters,
teachers and ministers in
the Sunday school, take
your needs to our Heav-
enly Father and Savior
Jesus Christ.

We believe that our
kind pastor will preserve you in his
hand, fill you by his mercy and meet
all your needs and give you peace in
your spirit.

May God bless you.

With love and prayers for you.

Uri Vasiliovich Podosyonov, senior
pastor, Nikolai Sirovatko, Sunday school
director and all pastors of the oblast, St.

Petersburg Church of Evangelical
Christians-Baptists
St. Petersburg, Russia
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Thanks to Parker

On behalf of the Bowling Green
Cornerstone Counseling Advisory
Board, we would like to thank Jane
Parker for the Christ-like and profes-
sional manner in which she initiated
and nurtured the Comner-
stone Counseling minis-
tries.

From the pilot project
here in Bowling Green
to the statewide network
of care centers, she has
given of herself sacrifi-
cially and selflessly to
ensure the viability of
this ministry.

Her work through
Cornerstone Counsel-
ing has provided pastors and other
church staff an invaluable resource in
the care of their congregations. Cor-
nerstone Counseling has served each
community in which there is a cen-
ter with educational and profession-
al support for government, social and
health agencies. In other words, the
impact of each Cornerstone Counsel-
ing center has ranged far beyond the
local church to touch the community
it serves. For this effectiveness, we

have Parker to thank.

- Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren is to be commended for its fore-
sight in the envisioning and imple-
menting of Cornerstone Counseling.
Parker also is to be commended for
her nurturing of this good work that
has brought help and hope to so many
who are hurting.

As God leads her to other venues
of ministry, she has our gratitude and
we pray God’s blessing on her.
Bowling Green Cornerstone Counseling
Advisory Board (Scott Kilgore, Johanna

Thomas, Fred Stickle, Mae Mefford,
Elizabeth Ayers and Jerry Oakley)

Another faith?

With respect to the letter by Hu-
bert Moore in the March 4 issue of
Western Recorder: Without taking a
position on the appropriateness of
your article concerning former Unit-
ed Methodist minister Walker Railey,
I would like to suggest that Moore’s
choice of words left something to be
desired. It seems strange indeed to
hear United Methodists referred to as
persons of “another faith!”

O. French Ball
Ashland, Ohio

By Frederica Matthewes-Green

participate in a television talk show

proposal, though why was a mys-
tery; I’d never written or spoken
about the topic, and any reading
I'd done had been purely in pass-
ing.

The fly in this par-

* ticular ointment, how-

ever, was that they
wanted me to take the
wrong side. Arguments
about “cruel and un-
usual  punishment”
aside, I do not believe
that even castration is
sufficient to deter sex
criminals.

Exhibit A: Larry
Flynt.

The recent movie

Frederica

Not long ago I was invited to .
-‘on’the: toplc of “Castration for Sex -

-4 Crimipals.’’ ] wascbeing invited to
take the position in favor of the

COMMENTARY

Matthewes-Green

The horror of honoring Larry Flynt

azine depicted children sexually an

average of 14.1 times per issue.”
Bob Herbert writes in the New

York Times that the anti-censor-

.ship: movie “has rigidly censored
the vile and hateful.images that are,,

the cornerstone of Mr. Flynt’s em-
pire.”

Herbert writes of seeing in
those pages images of blind and
naked little girls, and a cartoon
showing an obstetrician holding up
a stillborn baby girl and
making “a crude sexual
reference.”

- Adult women aren’t

blacks are depicted with
“enormous lips and but-
tocks” and infected with
disease and lice; whites
are shown beaten, raped
and killed. A notorious
photo spread from June
1990 featured charred
skin, body parts on fish

“The People vs. Larry
Flynt” has brought America great-
er familiarity with a leading figure
on the national porn scene, but not
as much familiarity as is necessary
to rouse contempt. It would take
exposure to actual copies of Hus-
tler magazine to do that.

People who haven’t visited this
world may imagine playful Play-
boy fare of decades ago, and feel
indulgent about others’ right to
purchase naughty fun. They may
congratulate themselves on their
open-mindedness; they’re not vi-
cious oppressors of free-speech
rights, like the movie’s villainous
Jerry Falwell.

But Hustler is not about girlie
photos, not even the cruder kind.

It’s about children, for one
thing. Matt Labash reports in the
Weekly Standard that “A 1986 re-
port for the Justice Department
said Flynt’s flagship Hustler mag-

hooks, decapitated and
dismembered women, one lying
dead by a toilet. The person for
whom this is a turn-on is a person
in big trouble. As is the hapless
woman he manages to kidnap.

Not only women are at risk. In
October 1990 police in Norman,
Okla., asked stores to remove the
latest issue of Hustler from their
shelves. It contained an article on
torture, including instructions on a
crude surgical procedure to re-
move the human eye intact, render-
ing a person unable to look away
“as, for example, you mutilate his
genitals.”

Police asked removal of the
magazines after a little boy was
brought to the emergency room,
the victim of an attack imitating
these instructions. The newspaper
story reports that his hospital room
was filled with flowers and gifts
from horrified citizens of the town.

~ tration. An assailant’s_bullet in
1978 left him paralyzed, .in Aoy

treated more kindly: .

. pile of flesh as repellent as Jabba

Ordinary people are horrified at
this. Flynt apparently is not. It’s all
part of the pursuit of sexual stimu-
lation. |

The irony here is that Flynt has
already effectively undergone cas-

wheelchair, incapable of sexual
response. But still, in some fash-
ion, capable of sadistic rape; capa-
ble at least of fantasizing about it,
relishing it mentally, selling it as a
stimulating product to nearly a mil-
lion readers across the country. .

Without Hustler they might feel
ashamed, alone and frightened of
their impulses. With the magazine
nurturing their imagination, they
feel part of a hip and amusing sub-
culture, one fully protected by the
Constitution. It’s women and girls
and little boys who can’t be pro-
tected.

No kind of castration can elim-
inate this sadism because it doesn’t
originate in the sex organs. It be-
gins in the calculating mind, or the
corrupt soul. Jesus spoke of lust
being rooted in the heart.

In interviews, Flynt appears as
a grotesque specimen, obese, dead-
eyed, droning in a nasal voice, a

the Hutt. No further physical limi-
tation can restrain him, because the
corruption roosts like a buzzard in
his heart.

Flynt has nothing on the Mar-
quis de Sade, whose works antici-
pate Hustler in far more contrived
and excruciating detail. But the
people of his time had the sense to
recognize evil when they saw it,
and throw him in jail. Flynt is like-
ly instead to be honored. That’s the
scariest part. (RNS)

Frederica Mathewes-Green is au-
thor of “Facing East: A Pilgrim’s
Journey into the Mysteries of Ortho-
doxy” and a frequent contributor to
Christianity Today magazine
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| WheIE Yol .
~dro  your guard with thers.
~ cond, be open to

hard questmns’

by ames Shllwell

As a single person search-

mg for God, where can I ask the.

rd questions and not have to

heck my brains at the door?

A. The Bible is not a book for |
‘those who

 have life all
figured out.

- Those who
give the im-

pressmn of
“havingitall

together’ of-

tenare those |

‘most likely
tocrashand

ii_ urn when adver51ty hxts Icon-

witness for Christ. Pick up a -

- hammer for Habitat for H




OPINION

'HE SAID/SHE SAID [

We nearly had a barbeque, but
enchiladas survived the fire

Since we recently experienced a
flood, | decided we needed a fire as well.

Last week, Mark and | both were
suffering with colds (caught from our
children, naturally). The winner of the
moaning and groaning contest is yet to
be determined.

As a remedy, | decided to fix the next
best thing to chicken soup: chicken
enchiladas.

Green chile, particularly the kind we
“import” from New Mexico, can open
the sinuses faster than any Sudafed tablet. And since | also
had some New Mexico corn tortillas on hand in the freezer, |
thought | was set for dinner.

Enchiladas are easy to fix. But to get the tortillas the right
consistency, you have to fry them in oil. So | did.

Unfortunately, in the middle of this process, the boys
required my assistance. In the heat of responding to their
crisis, | stupidly left the hot oil on the stove. | was gone only a
minute, but when | returned to the kitchen flames were
shooting from the oil.

Split seconds later, after my hyped up brain assessed
whether it would be faster to find the baking soda or the fire
extinguisher, | had the fire out with my handy-dandy box of
baking soda. Thank goodness for fire safety pamphlets.
Somewhere along the way, | had picked up that you never
throw water on a grease fire.

By this time, the smoke alarm was blaring its piercing
shriek and the boys were headed my way. | got the kids
outside while | tried to figure out how to shut the alarm off
‘before | lost my hearing altogether.

Then | assessed the damage. We might have to change
the color scheme of our kitchen to match the blackened
patches on the used-to-be white microwave over the oven,
but otherwise we were fortunate.

Flood and fire in two weeks is enough for me. The only-:
way | hope to experience famine is to go on a diet.

HESA

SHESAID

_ Alison Wingfield

For the record: The enchiladas were
really good.

But any medicinal benefit they
offered was offset by inhaling all that
smoke. I've never had to clean soot off
the kitchen ceiling while preparing
dinner. Why did we paint that kitchen
white anyway?

The boys told me about Alison’s
misadventure before she did. As soon
as | drove in the driveway last Tuesday
evening, they met me in the backyard to
-report that “Mommy smoked up the kitchen.”

| thought they meant she just smoked up the kitchen. |
didn’t know they meant she nearly burned the house down.

I'm thankful she had the presence of mind to throw baking
soda on the flames, because the fire extinguisher never had
made it up to the kitchen from the basement after we moved.
So much for being prepared.

The event apparently made quite an impression on the
boys. The next night at Mission Friends, the 4-year-olds made
pictures of their houses. Garrett drew fire shooting out of his.
His friend Aaron drew a fire station.

It was quite a week on the whole: Our housekeeping
turned topsy turvy by moving everything out of the basement
flood zone, the kitchen nearly catching fire and Alison
accidentally dropping my nasal inhaler in the toilet (while |
was suffering from a cold).

One morning | sat down to tell God how messed up
everything was, and a funny thing happened. All | could think
of was how fortunate we are in so many other ways. Perhaps
it's through the close encounters that we learn to recognize
the simple blessings all around us.

\ wﬁk

Mark Wingfield

How to help Kentucky’s flood victims

- Over the past two weeks, Kentucky has been flood-
ed not only with water but with displays of neighbor-
ly compassion too rarely seen on drier days.

Residents of flooded areas have begun receiving
help from their neighbors, from strangers and even
from other flood victims.

“When the water starts rising, it really is every per-
son helping every person,” Pastor Joe Boone of But-
ler Baptist Church told me last week. He
helped evacuate people from his small
Northern Kentucky community the night
of the flood. Several days later, he still marveled at
the outpouring of support from the community.

Newspaper and TV pictures of the flood’s devas-
tation have stirred many to action. All across Ken-
tucky, compassionate people are asking what they can
do to help.

The answer to that question may be somewhat frus-
trating. Plenty of help is needed, but not all of it is
needed right now. Much will be needed in the weeks
ahead, even after the eye-popping pictures have dis-
appeared from newspapers and TV.

Kentucky Baptists already are at the forefront of
responding to the flood. Disaster relief crews orga-
nized by Kentucky Brotherhood are at work in Louis-
ville, Falmouth, Butler, Sanders, Maysville, Owens-
boro and Paducah. Crews from Tennessee, Georgia,
Missouri and North Carolina are working in Madison-
ville, Henderson, Cold Spring, Falmouth and
Monterey.

. Here are-some practical ways. you can. help both

 now and in the days<ahead: -+~ v v o

I If you know anyone who needs assistance in the
areas where Kentucky Baptist disaster relief crews are
working, call these phone numbers to report the need:
(502) 962-7786 or (502) 962-8738.

B If you want to volunteer to help with immediate
clean-up efforts organized by Kentucky’s disaster re-
lief ministry, call (502) 465-7163 or (502) 465-3106.
Crews will be needed for weeks. Volunteers should
have up-to-date tetanus shots.

B The biggest need for contributions right now is

EDITORIAL

for money to buy equipment and supplies. Kentucky
Brotherhood especially needs trucks and pumps. Do-
nations of certain cleaning supplies are being accept-
ed at the Red Cross warehouse in Louisville (5803
Fern Valley Rd.) and at some individual churches. _
Financial contributions should be directed through
your church to the Kentucky Baptist Convention and
marked “Kentucky Disaster Relief.” Contributions
also may be mailed directly to the KBC
at Box 43433 Louisville, Ky. 40253-

0 Please do not send any goods other than those
specifically requested above to the KBC or any disas-
ter relief station without first verifying that what you
want to send is needed at this time. This is not a time
to unload your junk or white elephants, although there
will be an appropriate time soon for the donation of
certain good-quality items. Unsolicited donations sent
to the wrong place can create more of a problem than
a help.

I Keep in mind that many Kentucky Baptist church-
es have experienced the same kind of structural dam-
age as the homes in their communities. (See the chart
on page 7.) Many of these churches do not have ade-
quate insurance to cover their losses. Members of these
churches can barely begin to think about restoring their.
damaged church buildings until they restore their dam-
aged homes. They will need help from sister Baptist -
churches at the appropriate time.

B Consider bringing your church into a one-on-one

. partnership with a flood-damaged church or a flood-
'+ damaged community: where 'you can help meet spe-

cific needs. The KBC will attempt to connect willing
churches with partners who have needs. Call the KBC
partnership missions office at (502) 244-6462. Indi-
vidual churches also may desire to make direct ar-
rangements on their own.

0 Keep alive the desire to help and plan to pitch in
over the next few weeks as more specific needs are
announced, The Western Recorder will provide up-
dated information on current needs each week.

— Mark Wingfield

Crucified with Christ

(to protect her from embarrassment, I
will not mention Sheri Thayer Koyles

Editor’s note: This is the second in a three-

part series on the death of Jesus,” which

will be followed after Easter by three more
on his resurrection.

By Carey Newman

My friend was in the habit of stop-
ping by the local muse-
um to view the newest
exhibit. This month the
curator featured a collec-
tion of paintings depict-
ing the death of Jesus.

Intending to stay a
few minutes, my friend
instead spent his entire
lunch hour. He found
himself transfixed by
one painting in particu-
lar. Unlike the foreboding tenor of all
the others, this one was warm, wel-
coming, even triumphant. Around the
face and body of Jesus, the artist had
faintly painted hundreds, maybe thou-
sands, of faces of people from all over
the world. My friend said: “For the
very first time I understood that we
all were there with Jesus.”

Our tradition sometimes lulls us
into sleep. Given its importance for
salvation, there is a temptation to think

MATTERS

of the death of Jesus only in sacrifi-
cial terms. The net effect of sacrificial
imagery is to emphasize how differ-
ent we are from Jesus. He was fully
obedient and totally mnocent we are
neither.

However, sacrificial imagery is by
no means the only way in which the
Bible interprets the death
of Jesus. Nor is it true that
the death of Jesus only
relates to our initial sav-
ing experience. The Bible
connects the death of
Jesus with other aspects
of the Christian life.

For example, spiritu-
al growth is directly
bound up with Jesus’
death. We are to relive
Jesus’ crucifixion as the prelude to our
experience of resurrection life medi-
ated by the Spirit. The net effect of
the Bible’s use of crucifixion imag-
ery to describe spiritual growth is to
emphasize how our lives inextricably
are connected to his—especially at the
point of his death.

I was reminded how the destiny of
one affects the destiny of the many

justrecently. In order to help celebrate

my birthday, one of my prize students

by name) presented me, on behalf of
the entire class, a “birthday cookie.”
Accompanying the cookie was a
“proclamation” which asked if I
would graciously omit Sheri from the
quiz for the day and—can you believe
this?—give her full credit.

Sheri’s petition for individual
grace, given its public character (it
was read in front of the entire class)
had profound implications. What I did
for Sheri I had to do for everyone. She
was representative of the whole class
because she shared with them the sta-
tus of being a student.

Jesus’ death included us. At
Golgotha, he publicly and irrefutably
announced his solidarity with us—he
represented us and embodied us.
Somehow, inexplicably, in the expe-
rience of hearing and believing the
gospel, we miraculously relive the
death of Jesus.

My friend told me he was gomg to
sleep well that night, for he thought
he saw a face closely resembling his
own near the wounds in Jesus’ hands.
What Jesus did on the cross he did in
our name, and, through our subse-
quent acknowledgment of that
through faith, we are included in his
death.
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FOOD LINE Missouri
Baptist volunteers (right)
staff a feeding line for
disaster relief volunteers | Continued from page 1
and residents at Falmouth. He said he’s asking every Ken-

In addition to Kentucky and
Missouri workers, Baptist
teams from Georgia, North-

tucky Baptist trained for disaster re-
lief work to consider volunteering.
“The problem we’ve got is it’s

Carolina and Tennessee | stretching us so very thin,” he said.
also are serving in flood- | “It’s taking all we can get on every
damaged areas. | call up, and we’re still coming up
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short, but we’re making it work.”
Baptist volunteers have helped
clean mud, sewage and debris from at
least 350 homes, but many more
homes remain.
Feeding crews in four cities have
prepared more than 122,000 meals.
Currently, feeding is taking place
in southern Louisville, Falmouth,
Madisonville and Paducah.
‘Cleaning, or “mud-out,” work cur-
rently is occurring in Southern Louis-
ville, Falmouth, Owensboro, Hender-
son and Cold Spring, but crews are
moving to meet the needs almost dai-
ly. :
“They can’t believe that we’re not
charging them anything,” said Mike

Klein, a coordinator with the cooking -

and cleaning crew in Southern Louis-
ville.

In Falmouth, cars must detour
around mountains of mud-caked fur-
niture, photos and heirlooms. On
Highway 27, a sign reads, “TOWN
OF FAITH HOPE AND LOVE WE
WILL BE BACK.”

As residents were allowed back in
to begin rebuilding their lives, Bap-
tists were there to help. A feeding
team from Missouri arrived and set up
camp in the parking lot of an elemen-
tary school.

Kentucky Baptists from near and
far arrive daily to clear garbage, clean
homes and converse with residents—

all for a chance to tell people that re-

gardless of what has happened, God
still loves them.

“We’re kind of softhearted,” said
Terry Schinkle, director of the Bap-
tist cleaning teams in Falmouth.

“A lot of people who come in here
break down and cry, and we cry, with
them;” he said. “We try to'explain to

AFTERMATH Greg Singer sits in front of the house he and his family rented in ‘Falmouth. Bébt/st volunteers helped him clean it out. In }(entucky, b‘onties ave een dclred
disaster areas by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. (Photos by David Winfrey)

Volunteers stretched thin to meet flood

victims’ needs

PLANNING Baptis disaster relief workers Géorge Schinkle of Campbell Codnty and Davfd

i

Schroeder of Nicholasville discuss plans in Falmouoth.

them the Lord has his own purpose.
Out of everything bad can come
something good.”

Schinkle lives less than an hour
from Falmouth, but the days are so
long he has yet to get back home.
“We’re here for the duration or until
they run us out.”

Dale Meehan drove 13 hours to get
to Falmouth. As crew chief for the
Missouri feeding team, he wears
many hats, ranging from cooking co-
ordinator and liaison with the Red
Cross to cheerleader and counselor.

. Violunteers savor the difference
they can make in the lives of hurting
people, he said. “We can come fix
them a hot meal and hopefully relieve
the pressure so they can think about
putting their lives back together.”

Meehan’s personal motivation,
however is a little more specific. “I

want to be able to find people and lead
people to Christ.”

He recalled a recent conversation
with a Catholic resident of Falmouth
who told him, “I don’t see how any-
body could stand to go through this
without Christ.” ¢

He agreed. “I guess that’s one of
the reasons I keep going.”

David Schroeder of Nicholasville
said he’s found a spiritual lesson in
the disaster and help that is taking
place. o

“This flood is very much the way
we are when we come to God,” he
explained. “We are all a total disaster.
Some of us more of a disaster than
others. But regardless of what shape
we’re in, God takes us one step at a
time and restores us to wholeness.”
3 How to help Kentucky’s Flood victims.
Page 5.
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Churches helping & hurting as flood waters recede

AFTERMATH Several Kentucky Bapt/stchurches are struggl/ng after floods damaged their faclllt/es 0ften members must care for their
own families and homes before they can turn their attention to the church. M Above Destroyed furniture and walls sit in front of the
education building of Trinity Southern Baptist Church in Falmouth. B Above left Lola Mae Staggs Barnard cleans Trinity’s communion
trays. M Left Debris sits beside Falmouth Baptist Church’s sign. (Photos by David Winfrey)

" - . T - P L s e, T -—s'q; B - ] p'a— - -ﬁ COTVWIORENG e 8 witaed
NOTE: This list contains information available to the Western Recorder as of press time March 17. If any mformatron prmted here is incorrect or 1f you know ofa senously damaged church that is not listed,
please call the Recorder office at (502) 244-6470 or the KBC partnership missions office at (502) 244-6462. This list will be updated each week and published for the next several weeks. Please do not send
any items to flood-damaged churches without first verifying the need and the church’s ability to receive donations. Many damaged churches have no means of storing donated items at this time and
have much structural work to be done before items such as pianos, organs or refrigerators can be used. For information on how to help flood victims, see this week’s editorial on page 5.

CHURCH ASSOCIATION PASTOR INSURANCE? DAMAGEILOSS/N EEDS
Falmouth Union Dan Reynolds  No ‘Basement flooded; damaged chairs and tables; paint damage; everything in kltchen lost
Falmouth (606) 654-5517

Beeclr Grove Nelson Rusty Watson Damage not fully assessed
Lebanon Juncti (502) 543-8231

Lebanon Jlinotion Nelson Thomas Hughes No ' Basement flooded up to sanctuary; doors damaged; carpets damaged
Lebanon Junction (502) 833-4954

First Mark Hopper Yes Basement flooded with 6 feet of water; damage to educational building, kitchen and fellowship hall
Frankfort (502) 227-4528 '

Gﬂeérl S » Severns Valloy -Ken JeWell No 6 feet of water in basement; ruined three pianos; kitchen ruined

Glendale (502) 369-8104

Severn Valley Mark Judd Sunday school rooms damaged
502) 737-4517

Dawson Memorial  Blackford Steve Boyd Some 8 feet of water in building; extensive damage
Maceo (502) 756-6386

Buck Run ~ Bob Jackson No 4 feet of water in new sanctuary/educational buildmg; damaged pews, carpets, walls, office furniture; greater damage

Frankfort (502) 695-4050 : in old sanctuary and fellowship hall

alvary arles Fannin o, 'Knee-d‘eep water in b
Elizabethtown (502) 767-4209

Eureka West Union Tommy Gleeson Building nearly destroyed
Paducah (502) 554-9515 :
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FAMILY CHECKUP Richard
Coldiron, Sunday school
director at New Enterprise
Baptist Church in Alcalde,

asks church members to |
share important events of
their week.

About this series

This is the fifth
installment in a year-
long series on church
health in Kentucky. This
© series has been
coordinated with a
church growth research
project conducted by the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention. Churches
featured represent a
balanced sampling of the
. churches that
participated in the

_research project. |

Churches participating in
the project were chosen
through a random
sampling method. A
smaller segment then
was isolated for more
detailed research. Many
more healthy, growing

- churches could be
presented than space
allows in this series.

New Enterprise’s caring nature results from tragedy

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

ALCALDE—New Enterprise
Baptist Church’s caring nature was
formed in the crucible of tragedy,
according to David Aker.

During the last 25 years, three of
the church’s five pastors have be-
come terminally ill while serving the
church. When pastors Marvin
Combest, Lenville Coldiron and
Curtis Keith died, the congregation
rose to the ministry challenge, Aker
said.

WM«WM&

“They hurt with the families,”
Aker said.

As director of missions for Pu-
laski Baptist Association for more
than 20 years, Aker has had ample
opportunity to observe the church,
which is located five miles south of
Somerset.

“Itisa beautnful caring church,”
he said.

Pastor Jim McKinney agrees.
“The specialness of this church is
their ministry to pastors who were
terminally ill and their positive re-
sponse to that challenge,” he said.

When 52-year-old Keith was di-
agnosed with cancer in 1995 and be-
came too ill to function as pastor,
New Enterprise did not replace him.
Instead, the church continued to pay

his salary and benefits as well as pay

supply preachers.

They collected special offerings
for the Keith family.

“It seemed like every time a big
bill would come, the money would
be there,” said Keith’s wife, Diana.

Keith’s salary continued for three
months after his death, thanks to the
generosity of a former member of
New Enterprise.

“I can vouch for the fact that the
church cares,” Mrs. Keith said.
“They took care of my husband and
me fmanmal}y and spiritually. They

" loved us.

The church had shown similar con-
cern when long-time Pastor Coldiron
became ill in the late *80s. Coldiron,
who had been pastor for 17 years,
“preached until he was unable to stand
and had to sit in a chair,” Deacon
Howard Edwards said.

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY The picnic shelter at New Enterprise Baptist Church in Alcalde
was built to be used by church members and non-members.

And when Pastor Combest became
ill in the early *60s, church members
completed a house he had begun for
his family. Combest’s wife, Louise,
remained in the church for a time af-
ter her husband’s death. Now, she
lives in Somerset.

Both Mrs. Coldiron and Mrs. Keith
are still members of the church.

The care the church has given to
its pastors extends to the community
as well.

So many of the men are members
of the local volunteer fire department
that one Sunday evening during a
worship service, nine pagers buzzed
as firemen were called to a fire,
McKinney said.

The fire fighting team keeps the

church in touch with the community
of 300 people, he added. Last year, the
church gave $250 each to two fami-
lies whose homes burned.

And the women, through Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, are “constant-
ly helping someone in the communi-
ty,” Edwards said.

Recently, the items they collected
for Bethany House, a home for abused
women in Somerset, filled the vesti-
bule.

A few years back, when Coldiron
was pastor, the church built a basket-
ball court and picnic shelter on the
rock ledge next to the church.

“He was concerned that the kids in
community would have something
constructive to do,” Aker said.

Cole: Healthy ‘family churches’ have hope -filled attltudes

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

Healthy “family-style” churches
often are characterized by ahope-filled
attitude, according to Vernon Cole.

“The church may have had prob-
lems in the past or be in the midst of
problems, but members have confi-
dence that things will be better down
the road,” said Cole, Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention church growth direc-
tor. “It’s how they
rally around tension
points that deter-
mines health or dis-
ease.”

Family churches
are those that have

B Leadership is entrusted in the
hands of a few. “Leadership is exer-
cised by a patriarch or matriarch or a
few families, unless the pastor has
been at the church for a long time or
he grew up in the area. Then church
leaders know him well and know he
has the same value system as they do.”

B The role of pastor is family-orient-
ed. “The pastor is preacher, marry-
er, bury-er and visitor.”

B Relationships are paramount.

“The people know

’ more about each
other than the pastor

will ever know
about all of them.
Church  leaders
work to keep the

several biological
families who are in-
terrelated. The
churches are charac-
terized more by
their tight-woven

connectedness than by their size, Cole -

said.

Such churches operate more like a
family than a civic or corporate orga-
nization, he said.

Cole listed several characteristics
of a healthy family church:

B Decision-making is informal.
“Decisions most often are made in the
parking lot around a pick-up truck,”

he said. Decisions may or may notbe

brought to the church business meet-
ing for a vote.
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family together.
They deal with ten-

sions, support and

encourage all mem-

i

bers across genera-
tional lines.”

B Communication patterns work.
“The church has worked out commu-
nication patterns which they under-
stand and which work for them.”

B Ministry is important. “Mem-
bers feel good about the contribution
the church makes to the lives of their
families.” They also feel good about
the contribution they make to the com-
munity, he added.

Gary Farley, of the Southern Baptist

i T

=

Home Mission Board, lists these char-

acteristics of many family churches:

SUNDAY MORNING GATHERING Children are preeent ad accounted for at New Enterprise
Baptist Church’s Sunday school and worship.

B A single cell, not a complex or-
ganization. All participants identify as
a part of the whole church, not as a
part of a subdivision. Events involve
the whole congregation.

B Pastoral leadership. The pastor
is a “hands-on” leader. He is a gener-
alist. He meets the felt needs (spiritu-
al, social, psychological and materi-
al) of his people. He walks with his
people. He understands and cares.

B People centered. Weekly
events, such as Sunday school and
worship, are seen as gatherings of the
clan. Questions include, “Is everyone

present or accounted for?” “How is
each person’s health?” “What has
happened to each person this past
week?” .

Emotions, feelings and relation-
ships are foremost. “Who” is more
important than “what.”

B The event is the thing. Revivals,
homecomings, Easter sunrise servic-
es and Christmas programs—more
than weekly or monthly programs—
are the stuff of family church life.

B Projects. Family churches work
best through projects. They see a need,
they raise the money.



Prayer partners sought for

Middle East,

NICOSIA, Cyprus (BP)—South-
ern Baptist workers in the Middle East
and North Africa are seeking prayer
support to help them impact one of the
world’s more difficult areas to pene-
trate with the gospel.

“We want to sign up 5,000 prayer
partners who will commit to praying
for us weekly,” said Hugh Provost, a
Southern Baptist representative based
in Cyprus.

About 220 Southern Baptist work-
ers serve in 11 countries across the
Middle East and North Africa. They
have been encouraged by increased
openness and response in many plac-
es during recent years.

The majority of the 280 million
people in the area are Muslim. More
than half the population is younger
than 20 years of age. Many ethnic
groups there represent what the For-
eign Mission Board has dubbed the
“Last Frontier”—areas of people with
the least access to the gospel.

These include the Berbers of North
Africa and about 19.2 million Bedouin
nomads.

There are pockets of traditional
Christians in some lands, but for most
of these “Christianity” is only a cul-

-

North Africa

tural identity, not a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

“We want people to pray for sev-
eral reasons,” Provost said. “First, we
want our Southern Baptist churches to
become an integral part of our out-
reach effort through prayer. We want
them to become informed about spe-
cific individuals and current projects
and take a prayerful interest in them.
Surely the churches that are paying for
what we do are interested in the
changed lives and sometimes the
struggles that result from our work.”

Prayer also is sought for the pro-
tection of Southern Baptist workers,
who often are in dangerous, unsettled
places, Provost said. “Our area in-
cludes some war zones and former
war zones, areas which are economi-
cally unsettled and areas where vio-
lence can erupt any time. Prayer is
essential.”

Southern Baptists who respond
will receive information packets on a
selected country and periodic updates.

Contact Hugh Provost, On Mission
Through Prayer, P.O. Box 835; 6307

Larnaca, Cyprus, or via fax, 011-357-

2451860, or e-mail, 71153.1336
@compuserve.com.

TIRANA, Albania (BP)—All Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board missionaries in Albania,
including a Kentuckian, left the country March 12
as violence in the southern region continued to
intensify. A

However, a missionary working through the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship was grazed in the
head by a bullet while awaiting evacuation from
the Port of Durres. Debbie Ayers lost a lot of
blood, a CBF spokesman said, but is recovering.

All 14 CBF missionaries in Albania, including

 Ayers and her husband, Bert, have evacuated to

Italy. The Ayerses have a Kentucky connection.

“Bert Ayers’ brother, Bob, lives in Louisville and

attends Highland Baptist Church.

Nine FMB workers evacuated to Greece and
Bosnia earlier in March, but then rebel mobs
seized more territory. Insurgents looted assault
rifles, heavy machine guns and fighter planes
from government bases, forcing army and police

- units to flee north. The continued violence

prompted mission administrators to pull the -
remaining nine workers from the country as well.
Suzanne Lacy of Louisville and three other
FMB missionaries relocated to Thessaloniki,
Greece. Another moved to Skopje, Macedonia.
They will continue their study of the Albanian

' Kentucky missionary among those fleeing Albania

language and work with the large groups of ethnic

- ‘Albanians in those countries.

Four others relocated to Sarajevo, Bosnia,
where they will help with church-planting efforts.
Eight of nine workers who evacuated earlier also
relocated to Bosnia. A

They join six missionary couples who entered
Bosnia last year for temporary assignments to
respond to an openness to the gospel after four
years of civil war.

“We have been praying for extra workers to go
into Bosnia for more than a year,” said Larry Cox,
who directs FMB efforts in the area. “1 believe God
has answered that prayer by using an unfortunate
situation in Albania to send workers into Bosnia.”

For the last seven weeks, Albania has been in a
crisis brought on by the collapse of a pyramid
investment scheme in which nearly every
Albanian family had invested. The fund’s failure to
pay the interest it promised to depositors led to
mass protests a month ago.

The violence threatens growth on one of the
most responsive mission fields in Eastern Europe.
Dozens of evangelical churches have sprouted up
across Albania in recent years.

With information from Religion News Service.

Fishing is easier if
you have the right tools.

When it comes to sharing our faith, many of us get wet feet.
We want to share Jesus, but don't know how. That's why every
pastor in Kentucky should bring 10 church leaders to the
People Sharing Jesus Confererce.

Get hands-on guidance and equip your church to
reach out to the lost in natural, loving, effective
ways. With an investment of just 4 hours

And once you're equipped, you can train
others. So bring 10 leaders with you,
and join us April 21 and 22.
Before you know it, people will
describe your church as

and $5.00, the People Sharing Jesus People Shar g J N
Conference will equip you to: For more information
& or to make

e turn everyday
conversations into
sharing opportunities

« listen to others and sheye Christ
at the point of their need

Office for Evangelism at
(502) 245-4101 (ext. 330). Wm
. recognize God-given opportunities to share
. share the Good News of the gospel in creative ways.

/" The People Sharing Jesus
4 g nference

April 21, 1997, 5-9 p.m. EDT, Porter Memorial, Lexington
April 22, 1997, 5-9 p.m. CDT, First Baptist, Madisonville

reservations,
please call The

O o o & Call by April 11 and make your reservations* for the
DWIGHT ASHLEY  J. K. PIERCE  DARRELLROBINSON ALMA RANDOLPH '

Soloist Pastor, Porter Vice President for Soloist meal and corﬁrence.
April 21 Memorial Baptist Church Evangelism April 22
Lexington Home Mission Board 2 i
Both Locations *$5.00 per person registration fee includes entrance to all sessions, a conference syllabus and a light meal.
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“QOur brothers and
sisters in Christ
are wearing their
crown of thorns
with great dignity
in the name of the
Lord.”

Caroline Cox;, president
of the British branch of

Christian Solidarity
International

10

Prayer season urged for oppressedchristians

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

ORLANDO, Fla.—Baroness Car-
oline Cox has seen firsthand the
Sudanese families of persecuted
Christians who had to purchase their
children back from slavery.

“Isn’t it incredible that we can talk
in 1997 about a child being worth
three head of cattle?”” she asked.

Cox, deputy speaker of the House
of Lords in the United Kingdom, is
the president of the British branch of
the Swiss-based Christian Solidarity
International, a human rights organi-
zation that helps people of all faiths.

She was in Orlando this month to
help World Evangelical Fellowship
highlight the need for greater attention
to persecuted Christians.

The Fellowship has called for a
“season of prayer” from Sept. 28 to
Nov. 16 for those suffering persecu-
tion. ;
Cox told those attending the break-
fast meeting that she has seen the fac-
es of persecuted Christians in Sudan,
Myanmar (Burma) and the Armenian
enclave of Ngorno-Karabagh in Az-
erbaijan.

“Our brothers and sisters in Christ
are wearing their crown of thorns with

great dignity in the name of the Lord,”

- Cox said.

More than once, as she landed in

_ areas that had witnessed bombs, fires,

murders, slavery and other tragedies,

.Cox said she was greeted by Chris-

tians saying, “Thank God you have
come. We thought the world had for-
gotten us.”

She said many of the persecuted do
not speak in anger about their plight
but rather about how to maintain their
dignity and their faith.

Cox said some of those she met
had seen great atrocities—children
hung from trees or who had their
heads severed by enemies—but did
not focus on vengeance in their con-
versations with her.

Rather, she said, some of the most
persecuted follow the biblical direc-
tive to “beat swords into plowshares.”
She recalled a church in Burma that
used half a bombshell as its church
bell. '

And instead of vengeance, she
said, she heard thanks for the efforts
of groups like Christian Solidarity In-
ternational, which bring medicine and
other support for the persecuted.

Dwight Gibson, the Fellowship’s
North American director, urged U.S.
Christians to consider the persecuted

* Outstanding drama !
* Exciting choral presentation !
* Cast of over 100 !

as a hurting part of their family.

“Persecution of our fellow believ-
ers around the world is very real to-
day,” he said.

A number of those attending the
meeting said they hoped Cox’s re-
marks would spur more churches to
be involved in prayer and other activ-
ities in support of persecuted Chris-
tians.

“This is something that should sear
our conscience,” said Steve Haas, U.S.

coordinator of the International Day .

of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.
“This truly is a grassroots movement.
It’s a movement of knowledge, of ed-
ucation and of prayer.”

Bill Bright, founder of Campus ‘

Crusade for Christ, said some of his
staff have suffered persecution in their
work abroad.

“We have staff who are in prison,”
he said after the breakfast. “We have
staff who have been killed. We have
staff who have constantly been perse-
cuted.”

In many cases, Bright said, Chris-
tian couples part in the morning and
don’t know if they ever will see each
other again. :

“It’s wrong we’re not demonstrat-
ing greater compassion for one anoth-
er,” he said.

Exciting Career in
Christian Retailing

Excellent salary and benefit
package available. Qualifica-
tions must include: four-year
college degree or comparable
business management expe-
rience, relocation required,
outstanding leadership, com-
puter skills, strong vision for
the future, and active role in
a Southern Baptist church.

Send resumé to:

Retail Store Operations Dept.
Manager Training Search
127 Ninth Avenue, North

MSN 165
Nashville, TN 37234-0165

or fax to (615) 251-3622

Baptist Book Stores
Lifeway Christian Stores
Owned and operated by the

Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention

CAMPBELLSVILLE UNIVERSITY
ROBERTSON WORSHIP WORKSHOP

Worship
and

Seeker
Sensitivity

Featuring
Brad Johnson, pastor
Dave Love, minist@r’of music
Living Hope Baptist Church
Bowling Green, Ky.

Tuesday, March 25
7 p.m.
University Theater
Free

@

c

UNIVERSITY
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EDUGATION

Symposium explores new Kentucky seminary options

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

GEORGETOWN—Any effort to
launch a new seminary or divinity
school in Kentucky would be most
successful if housed at an existing
college and designed as an innovative
and regional model, about 40 partici-
pants in a March 13 symposium on
theological education agreed.

The symposium on the future of
theological education in Kentucky,
held at Georgetown College, was or-
ganized by a theological educatien
committee of the Kentucky Baptist
Fellowship.

That committee already has filed
papers of incorporation for a new en-
tity to be called Baptist Seminary of
Kentucky. However, no further plans
for the school have been made pub-
lic.

Paul Simmons, chair of the Ken-
tucky Fellowship’s theological educa-
tion committee, said his group hopes
to make a presentation soon to a Ken-
tucky Baptist school located conve-
niently near access to several major
interstates and highways.

That description fits Georgetown
College. Georgetown President Bill
Crouch, who attended the symposium,
made no commitments to participants.

Lexington, KY 40509 e

Windows Software for Churches

Church Data Management System for Windows
— CDMS-Win —
The only church software you will ever need

Call Don Putnam at 1 (800) 928-6388

Greentree Applied Systems, Inc., 157 Prosperous Place, Suite 1A,
(606) 263-2959 ° Fax (606) 263-9824

Magnum Transportahon

“Bus Sales, Service,
& Refurbishments”

(615) 790-8990 FAX (615) 790-8989
“Your Transportation Solution”

1228 Lakeview Dr.
Franklin, TN 37067

Although our family’s losses .
were insignificant compared to
those who lost everything, Jesus’
warning in Matthew 6:19-21 be-
came all the clearer to us through
this experience.

Jesus warned, “Stop storing up
your treasures on earth, where
moths and rust make away with
them and where thieves break in
and steal them. But
keep on storing up your
treasures in heaven,
where moths and rust
do not make away with
them and where thieves
do not break in and
steal them. For wherev-
er your treasure is,
there too your heart
will be.”

The twelve inches
of ground water that
backed-up into our
basement through the
drain “made away” with some
“treasures” we had “stored-up” in
the basement. Had we not hoard-
ed them, they could have helped
other people in need. Now they
are destroyed and can help no one.

So it is true, treasures on earth
are perishable, and we share the
fate of that to which we give our
hearts.

Therefore, the Allen family has
pledged anew (a) to seek first his
kingdom—his kingly rule in our
lives, his standard of doing right

Barry Allen

’97 flood ... treasures destroyed

KENTUCKY

BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

and for his will and (b) to make
every effort to stop any behavior
that reflects an attitude of securi-
ty in material possessions.

May we allow God in Jesus
Christ to give us a greater propen-
sity to give up than to store up.
And, if we do it because we love
him, it surely will pay, for that
which is not given is lost. Win-
ston Churchill said it
best, “We make a liv-
ing by what we get. We
make a life by what we
give.”

Through the apostle
Paul, God has assured
us that if we do good
deeds and are generous
and willing to share the
material possessions
entrusted to us, we
shall lay up treasure for
ourselves and a firm
foundation for the
coming age and take hold of the
life that is truly life. (I Timothy
6:17-19). .

Your Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation exists to assist you in (a)
discovering God’s purposes for
your possessions and (b) defining
a plan to accomplish those pur-
poses. Give Laurie Valentine and
me the privilege of assisting you.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

However, he said he would be will-
ing for four members of George-
town’s trustee board who also were
present to bring the matter before the
trustees for consideration.

During a dialogue time at the con-
clusion of the symposium, participants
strongly affirmed the need for a new
option in theological education in
Kentucky. At the same time, they said
such an effort should be launched with
a clear vision for the future and not
merely as a reaction to the transition
that has occurred at Southern Baptist

" Theological Seminary in Louisville

since 1990.

Southern, which for years has ed-
ucated the vast majority of pastors in
Kentucky Baptist churches, has taken
a sharp turn to the right theologically
as the Southern Baptist Convention
has come under more conservative-
minded leadership.

The symposium featured four in-
formational reports about the state of
theological education and future
trends.

Whatever is done in Kentucky
should involve significant lay leader-
ship, suggested David Peterson, pres-
ident of Tafel Motors in Louisville and
a member of St. Matthews Baptist
Church. “Theological education is far
too important to leave to theologians,”
he said. “That is dangerous for the
church and society as a whole.”

Peterson, a Southern Seminary
graduate who described himself as a
“card-carrying layman,” said new
forms of theological education must
seek to train both clergy and laity.
While it may appear cheaper to for-
mally educate only a few, such a lim-

_ited vision actually carries a much

greater cost, he said.

Theological education also must
help clergy connect with the people
they lead, Peterson said. “We laypeo-
ple are not at all convinced that pro-
fessional theologians have any clue
about the daily pressures of our lives.”

Dan Aleshire, associate executive
director of the Association of Theo-
logical Schools and a former South-
ern Seminary professor, outlined
broad trends in theological education
nationwide.

He spoke of the unique challenges
faced by mainline Protestant schools,
Roman Catholic schools and evangel-
ical schools. “If moderate Southern
Baptists were to initiate some new ef-
fort in theological education, which of
these three groups would you identi-
fy with?” he asked.

- The answer, he later suggested,

may be none. Instead, moderate Bap- |

tists may find common ground with
each of these three groups at some
point—with mainline Protestants on
the declining size of many congrega-
tions; with Roman Catholics on the
loss of a:cultural identity that previ-
ously shaped everything they did; and
with evangelicals on institutionalizing
the ideals of a movement.

Throughout the symposium,
speakers emphasized a nationwide
trend toward more regional centers of
theological education and away from
national seminaries. «

Aleshire said this shift is due in part
to the changing demographics of sem-
inary students. The average age of
seminary students nationwide today is
37, he said. “The typical seminary stu-
dent is second or third career and is
more geographically fixed.”

“Theological
education is far
too important to
leave to

theologians.”
Businessman David
Peterson

‘Aleshire: More changes for theological education

GEORGETOWN—Within this century,
theological education has moved from an
~emphasis on dispensing information to an
emphasis on creating professional clergy to an
emerging emphasis on providing more holistic
formational experiences, said Dan Aleshire.

Aleshire, associate executive director of the
Assaciation of Theological Schools in the United
States and Canada, spoke to a symposium on the
future of theological education held at
Georgetown College March 13.

A major thrust of theological education in the
future will be on spiritual formation—"to help
people form an identity as religious people who _
are faithful,” he explained.

Seminaries and divinity schools must regaln
their places as “centers of religious values,”
Aleshire said. He suggested that the most
important things learned at seminary are the
overarching values assimilated there rather than
the specific pieces of individual information.

Despite the changes theological education has
experienced over the last 30 years, even more
change lies ahead in the coming 30 years, he
predicted. The challenges seminaries face today,
however, vary by faith groups, Aleshire said.

Mainline Protestant seminaries must find new
ways to relate to their declining denominations,
he said. For example, some numerically declining
congregations may no longer be able to afford
full-time pastors.

Roman Catholic seminaries must contend with
a dramatic shortage of candidates for the

' said.

priesthood. Currently in the United States Roman
Catholics have one priest for every 1,000
parishioners, he said. To maintain that ratio,
Catholic seminaries would need to be training
5,000 future priests each year, but actually are
training only 2,000, he explained.

- However, the drop in priests in training has not
translated into an overall decline in enroliment at

‘Catholic seminaries, Aleshire said.-As the number

of vocational ministerial students has declined,
the number of laypeople enrolling in seminaries
has increased.

Roman Catholics also must contend with the
demise of a “Catholic culture in North America
that previously provided a cultural cohesion,” he

Evangelical Protestant schools are finding their
pool of students spread much thinner than
before, Aleshire reported. With an increasing

._number of schools vying for students, :
“enrollments at individual schools appear smaller

than in the past or at least are growing at a slower

pace.-

Aleshire said he sees no clear limit on the
number of seminaries and divinity schools that
can survive. Southern Baptists, in particular, are

the most “underseminaried” religious group in

America, he explained, because they have relied
on larger schools with a national draw.
Episcopalians, for example, are a much smaller
denomination than Southern Baptists but have 11
seminaries compared to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s six.
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~ CLASSIFIED ADS \

WANTED: Organist. Sunday
morning, Wednesday evening choir
practice. Kenwood Baptist Church.
Contact Suzann Reynolds, (502) 367-
1197.

FOR SALE: 1994 Chevy C1500,
red, 4x4, extended cab, Silverado
package, tow package, extended war-
renty, loaded, 27,500 miles. Call Bob,
(502) 361-8646.

. SEEKING: Versailles Baptist
Church seeks part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: Versailles
Baptist Church, 125 East Green St.,
Versailles, KY 40383.

FOR SALE: 1984 Bluebird bus,
24-passenger, 35,000 miles, $6,150.
Call: Mrs. Roberts, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, Ky., (502)
842-0331.

SEEKING: Full-time church pas-
tor for Central Baptist Church, Corb-
in, Ky. Requirements: M.Div. degree
from an accredited Baptist seminary;
full-time pastor experience. Call:
(606) 528-6650 or fax (606) 528-3407
or send resumé by March 31, 1997,
to: Pastor Search Committee, c/o Cen-
tral Baptist Church, 201 4th St., Corb-
in, KY 40701.

WANTED: God-sent person to
serve as associate pastor. Primary re-
sponsibility is worship leader with
emphasis on music plus other church
ministry according to spiritual gifts.
Tremendous opportunity to serve in a

fast-growing church family open to_

innovative ministry styles. Send no
resumé yet—write for information:
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 576,
Mt. Carmel, IL 62863.

The value of wrnrk
By Robert Dunston

Part of Cumberland College’s
mission statement emphasizes that
the college’s “commitment to a
strong academic program is joined
with a commitment to a strong work
ethic.”

One might expect that our stu-
dents would work hard in and out
of the classroom on aca-
demic projects, and that
is certainly true. Faculty
seek to introduce stu-

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

Currently, 42 percent of our full-
time undergraduate students are in-
volved in our work-study program.
Of this group, 89 percent work
10.75 hours or more each week, in
addition to attending and preparing
for classes. Our students are will-
ing to work, and we are committed
to helping them.

What do these students do? A
little of everything. Al-
most every office and de-
partment on campus has
student workers to help

dents to the best resourc-
es and help them use
those resources in cre-
ative ways to solve prob-
lems. Students work dili-
gently to prepare for
tests, write papers and
make presentations.

with word processing, fil-
ing, mailings, publicity,
campus tours and meet-
ing the public. Students
work in our lodge and
museum, and in athletics
as trainers, lifeguards and
statisticians. Some work

In addition to diligent
academic work, many of our stu-
dents work hard in other areas.
Somie hold part-time jobs off cam-
pus as they complete their educa-

land’s campus through our work-
study program.

Ever since Cumberland College
opened its doors in 1889, students
helping themselves has been an
important part of our approach to
higher education. We all tend to
value those things or experiences
we have worked hard to achieve.
Through investing ourselves we
come to appreciate what we have.

tion. Many others work on Cumber--

in ministry offices, and
still others work in local school sys-
tems. Without the contribution of
these students, Cumberland College
could not function smoothly. They
are valuable colleagues as well.
Such experience, joined with the
academic experience Cumberland
provides, helps prepare students for
life beyond college. Work-study
develops people skills, good work
habits and a desire to contribute to
something beyond oneself.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

NEEDED: Full-time bookkeeper,
experienced with Peachtree software,

general ledger account through

monthly financial statements and pay-
roll; also coordinate admissions and
marketing inquires for personal care
home for elderly ladies. The success-
ful candidate will possess superior or-
ganizational and communications
skills, relate well to elderly clients,
staff and as a member of the manage-
ment team. Three years minimum
bookkeeping required. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Resumé
may be sent to: Administrator, Parr’s
Rest, Inc., 969 Cherokee Road, Lou-
isville, K'Y 40204, or fax to (502) 459-
5455.

WANTED: String players to au-
dition for 1997 Kentucky Baptist All-
State Youth Orchestra. Must be in
grades 9-12, active in music ministry
of a Kentucky Baptist church. Meet
June 22-29. Information, call Church
Music Department (502) 245-4101.

CONVENTION: Dallas conven-
tion arrangements—affordable hotel
packages, some walking distance.
Discount airfares. Sunday afternoon-
Thursday non-stop flights from Lou-
isville: $206. Alamo rentals start $23/
day. Christian Travellers, (800) 972-
8952.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth (possibility of combination po-
sition). Send resumé to: Fern Creek
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 91146, Lou-

< isville, KY 40291 Attn: Youth and

Personnel committees. For more in-
formation, please contact Linda Bar-
nes at (502) 239-0316.

NEEDED: Nursery worker able to
work during all services. Apply:
Chevy Chase Baptist Church, Lexing-
ton, Ky., (606) 266-2601.

SEEKING: Growing church in
south central Kentucky seeks part-
time minister of youth to coordinate,
administer and evaluate all youth min-
istries. Must be able to relate to youth
and work with youth ministry team.
10-12 hours weekly is minimum ex-
pectation. Send biographical informa-
tion to: YM Search Committee, P.O.
Box 393 Franklin, KY 42135, or call
(502) 586-6211 for more information.

SEEKING: Cynthiana Baptist
Church is seeking applicants for a full-
time minister of youth. Resumés may
be sent to Cynthiana Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 355, Cynthiana, KY 41031,
Attn: Personnel Committee Chair-
man, or contact the church office at
(606) 234-1575.

WANTED: Minister of education

. and youth. Lancaster Baptist Church

in Lancaster, Ky., has an immediate
opening for a minister of education °
and youth. Seminary training is re-
quired. All interested applicants
should forward their resumés to: Per-
sonnel Committee, Lancaster Baptist
Church, 201 Richmond St., Lancast-
er, KY 40444.

SEEKING: Metro Peoria Baptist
Association in Peoria, Ill., is seeking
a director of missions who meets
Home Mission Board guidelines. If
interested, send resumé to: Charles
Hargrave, 907 N. Maplewood, Peo-
ria, IL 61606. Deadline for resumés
is March 1, 1997.

Central Kentucky -
Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky -
Western Kentucky -

‘I'was a
stranger and

you took me in."

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children needs
foster parents to care for children who have
been abused and neglected. Training, ongoing

~ support and a stipend are provided.

Call the office nearest you /
for more information!

or call 1-800-456-1386 toll free!

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children ﬂ.’

Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/

Matthew 25:35

(502) 266-0139
(606) 478-3200
(606) 677-1008
(502) 825-2191
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State of nation’s children ‘unconscionable’

WASHINGTON (RNS)—De-
spite some encouraging signs, the
nation’s children remain in peril
from threats of violence, abuse and’
neglect, Marian Wright Edelman,
president of the Children’s Defense
Fund, said March 12.

“It is unconscionable that every
day in America, 16 children die from
gunfire, 8,042 children are reported
abused or neglected and 3,300 chil-
dren lose private health insurance,”
Edelman told a news conference
where she released the liberal advo-
cacy group’s annual “State of Ameri-
ca’s Children Yearbook,” a statistical

Group links black church arsons as conspiracy

ATLANTA (RNS)—The Center
for Democratic Renewal, an Atlan-
ta-based national hate crimes re-
search organization, released a re-
port claiming evidence ‘exists of a
conspiracy to burn black and multi-
racial churches “for the purposes of
starting a race war.”

“Our findings are-so troubling
that it is going to take all of us, not
just government alone, to challenge
the purveyors of hate who are de-
termined to tear this country apart,”
C.T. Vivian, the center’s chairman

portrait of the nation’s youth.

Despite many grim statistics, this
year’s report also cites “encouraging
improvements” in key indicators—
teen birth rates are down, fewer youth
are being arrested for homicide, and
children’s immunization rates are up.

But the report calls for urgent ac-
tion on issues such as health care,
welfare and education. “America’s
child, family and community chal-
lenges are legion. But they are solv-
able, depending on our moral choices
as citizens,” the report said.

Edelman called on “religious con-
gregations of all faiths” not only to

of the board, said in releasing the
report.

Center officials said white male
supremacists between the ages of 45
and 80 form “the backbone of the con-
spiracy,” and have a mission to teach
a younger generation their ideologies
and methods.

The center’s report also said some
local police and fire officials refuse to
address racism as a factor in the fires
and are reluctant to investigate the
possibility of a larger conspiracy.

As recently as January, officials of

provide a moral voice for children, but
also literally to open their doors and
provide community programs to re-
pair the “fundamental breakdown” in
family support structures.

Edelman, who comes from a long
line of Baptist preachers, said church-
es should improve their family and
youth ministries and “speak out for
justice for children and for the poor.” Wl e e ‘ et

Edelman called it scandalous that lmpaCtStUdycomm'ss'On o
Americaranks first among industrial- ::R?F?dwaﬁ.'"\’_'t?.‘,’ mtheWh'tEHou .:faﬁer.thecnnst@n} o
ized nations in its health technology ~ Coalition sent Clinton a letter raising concerns about who was
but still does not provide comprehen- being appointed to the commission. =~~~
sive health coverage for all children An unnamed administration official described the 15-
and pregnant women. ute meetir rdial and businesslike. The official also

the National Church Arson Task
Force, a cooperative effort of the U.S.
Departments of Justice and Treasury,
said they had not found evidence of
an overall conspiracy, but rather a va-
riety of reasons for the arsons, includ-
ing racial and religious hostility.

The center is a co-sponsor of “A
Call to Action: A March of Solidarity
to Challenge Hate in America,” a se-
ries of events that includes an update
on the church burnings, a march and
a rally in Columbia, S.C., April 11-
12

10% off

Your Next Purchase

Baptist Bookstore
2120 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy

Not valid on Lifeway Products and Robes

Expires 6/30/97 .

Toddlers Bible
Easter Book

Even comes with tips on
how to use it with your kids.

Reg. $5.99

SALE $4.97

- @
Forgiven
A stunning gift book that
" zooms in for a tight shot at
the nail scars, the strong
arms, the Savior’s heart.

Reg. 324.95

SALE $19.97

Sale prices valid 3-3 thru 4-4-97

BAPTIST (B00K STORE

2120 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy / Louisville
(502)491-4589

Everyone’s Place For Christian Values
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

B Connie and Clay
Cartwright, International
Service Corps volunteers
in Tambov, Russia.

M Linda Sims,
International Service
Corps volunteer in St.
Petersburg, Russia, as
she leads a MasterLife
class at Light of the
World Church each

Wednesday.-

M Groundbreaking April
6 for the Baptist
Convention of New
England office and
training center in
Northboro, Mass.

@ Volunteers needed
this summer to build the
- Baptist Convention of
New England office and
training center.

M Leaders in New
Hampshire as they target
three counties that have
no Southern Baptist
work.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Mount
Roberts Church ordained Melvin Sk-
aggs to the deacon ministry March 9.
Shane McNary is pastor.

B COVINGTON—Immanuel
Church will hold a sunrise service at
the Garden of Hope March 30 at 7
a.m. Bob Dunn, director of missions
at Cincinnati Baptist Center, will bring
the message. Call (606) 431-3476 for
more information.

B DANVILLE—Calvary Church
honored Steve Fegenbush on his 25th
anniversary as minister of music and
education March 9.

B HARDYVILLE—Billy Foster,
pastor at Three Springs Church, has
resigned effective March 30. He will
be available for pulpit supply, reviv-
als and as interim pastor. Call him at
(502) 524-2761.

B HOPKINSVILLE—First Church
called Emory Riley as minister of
music March 9. Riley previously was

minister of music and education at |

First Church in LaFollette, Tenn. He
will begin his new ministry in early
April.

B KEVIL—TFirst Church recently or-
dained the following to the deacon
ministry: M.T. Bowles, Tommy
Brewington, Larry Ferren, Donald
Jerrell and Richard Miers. Denzel
Dukes is interim pastor.

B KNOB LICK—New Liberty

| Church called. David McKinney as
 pastor. He recently was’ ordained to
| the gospel ministry at Grider Memo-

B LOUISVILLE—Highland Park
First Church’s sanctuary choir, ac-
companied by members of the Uni-
versity of Louisville Orchestra, will
present “I Claim the Cross,” an Eas-
ter worship musical by Keith Fergu-
son and Bruce Greer, March 23 at 6
p-m. Call (502) 231-3917 for more in-
formation.

The choirs of Crescent Hill
Church, Church of the Ascension in
Frankfort and members of the Louis-
ville Orchestra will present John Rut-
ter’s Requiem at 6:30 p.m. March 23
at Crescent Hill. On March 26 at 5:45
p.m., Crescent Hill will recreate a Jew-
1sh Passover followed by the Lord’s
Supper; reservations needed by 10
a.m. March 24. Call (502) 896-4425.
B PADUCAH—Brian Branham re-
signed as minister of music and edu-
cation at Oaklawn Church.

B PINEVILLE—Bill Whittaker,
president of Clear Creek Baptist Bi-
ble College, is in Tambov, Russia,
teaching ethics and preaching at Truth
Baptist Church. Also, Bill Pfoff, Old
Testament professor at Clear Creek,
taught in Tambov Dec. 2-20. He
taught in a pastor/church planter
school at Truth Baptist Church.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—First
Church will host holy week services
at noon March 24-28. Services will be
led by area pastors. Call (502) 543-
7721 for more information. ot
B WARSAW—Bramlette Church
called Interim Pastor Jay Patton, of

rial Church in Glasgow.

Jonesville, as pastor Feb. 23.

Muslims want prophet off wall

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Sever-
al American Islamic groups have
asked the U.S. Supreme Court to
remove a 64-year-old stone bas-
relief of the prophet Muhammad
from its chamber because they re-
gard it as offensive to Muslims.

“Muslims are sensitive to any im-
ages of the prophet as a statement
of our commitment to strict mono-
theism,” said Salam Al-Marayati,
director of the Muslim Public Af-
fairs Council.

Nihad Awad, executive director
of the Council on American Islamic
Relations, said “the statue has to be
changed. It is not acceptable to show
the prophet’s face.”

Muhammad is one of 18 individ-
uals associated with the historical
development of jurisprudence—in-

cluding Moses, Solon, Confucius

and Napoleon—who are depicted on
a frieze, a decorative bas-relief that
adorns the top of the chamber’s
walls.

Not all Muslim groups concurred
with the request to have the bas-
relief altered.

“This was constructed many
years ago, not by Muslims and with
good intentions,” said Adurahman
Alamoudi, of the American Muslim
Council.

“We need to set priorities,” he
said.

make your request to:

Southern Baptist Convention
1997 Messenger Cards

Attention Pastors

All messenger cards for voting privileges at the SBC
are distributed from the KBC Executive Office. Please

Kentucky Baptist Convention
_ PO Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433

Attn: Shirley Wooton, Convention Services

Deadline: June 5, 1997

500,000 equals 1 million

If you read my last column, you will remem-
ber reading of ‘a wonderful friend in California
who offered James Anderson Burns $50,000 in

*'1923 for his mountain school, if Burns could raise
- an equal amount.

- Most of Oneida’s friends already have heard
about our recent wonderful blessing, but in case
you missed the news let me bring you up to date.
- This past summer, an anonymous donor offered
" Oneida $500,000 for a permanent endowment
fund if we could raise an equal amount.

While Oneida was not laden with
debt as we were in 1923, this was a
gigantic challenge. :

THIS IS
ONEIDA

able to raise $500,000. For me, the most difficult
aspect was the fact that I would have to ask our
friends and regular supporters to help. One of my
more difficult responsibilities is asking for finan-
cial support. I would rather do without than to have
to ask for additional funds. However, in this case
it was not for me but for our students.

I typed and re-typed the announcement letter.
I asked God to help me put on paper what I felt in
my heart. Would our friends respond? Did they -
have the resources to help us reach our
goal? How long would it take? So
many questions, so few answers.

Finally, after much prayer, the let-

From our earliest days, Onelda al-
ways has been rather frugal. Anyone
who comes to our campus will notice
that many things are different here.
You will not find our students sitting
in new, expensive desks; they will be
in desks that have been donated from
other schools that have replaced theirs
and have been kind to us by giving us
their old ones. Several years ago, stu-

WF. ndenNood :

ter was mailed the first of September.
Boy, was I in for a surprise. It did not
take weeks for the response, only a few
days. The special endowment enve-
lopes started coming in just days after
being mailed.

The business office was over-
whelmed with donations. Day after
day, week after week, for four months
there was a flood of mail.

dents in our summer work program
repaired and painted every high school student
desk. Before this, many classrooms had pink, blue,
‘brown and tan desks. Until recently, the tables we
use in our dining room all had been made by our
students, mostly from used materials.

Our faculty use desks and chairs from surplus.
Our trucks, vans and cars are donated to Oneida

by our many friends. The bottom line is we know

we do not have some things others may have.
But we never have to apologize for our stew-
ardship. By stretching every dollar and trying to
use every donated item, we normally are able to
keep our debt and expenses to a minimum.
I was more than a little anxious about being

It may be a bit much to compare it
to creating the universe in six days, the parting of -
the Red Sea, or feeding 5,000 people with five
loaves and two fish, but a miracle it was.

The total amount received to date is more than
$585,000. We are especially thankful for the fact
that our regular financial support was not affect-
ed greatly. We know our friends rejoice with us. I
know many made personal sacrifices in order to
help us.

We thank God for answered prayer, our many
friends and a wonderful, special friend.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida

Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

What’s the secret of a pastor
staying in a church for:23 years?
. Mickey Webb says his pastor, Mike

people. Bernard went to Central
Baptist Church in Athens, Tenn., in
1974. He confesses, “I’ve had my
ups and downs, but this is still the
place God wants me to be.” Part of
the secret of his longev1ty may
come from the advice
offered by former pro-
fessor J.W. Lester.
“During my first year at
Clear Creek, I often rode
with Dr. Lester on
preaching trips into the
mountains. He would
say, ‘Brother Bernard,
when you get problems
between people in the
church, stay out of it.
Most of the time it will
be resolved.” I’ve found

‘Returns of a 23-year ministry

bought a new home.”

Bernard, has a genuine love for the

GLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

response was, ‘“’Oh me.” We’d _]ust

Lester took a group of new stu-
dents on a bus trip of Bell County.
Bernard had some experience with
mountain driving, and Lester ar-
ranged for him to go to on a trip to
the Whitesburg area. Bernard went
to Deane Mission and served three
years as pastor. “With just a few
people, we built a new
building a block at a
time. I took Clear Creek
students up on Saturdays
to work on the project.”
A few years back, Ber-
nard returned to Deane
Church and baptized
one of the boys who
worked on the church

building.
In 1982, Bernard
started a ministry of To-"

tal Life Encounters. A

that to be true.”

Bernard grew up in Tennessee
and joined the Air Force at age 17.
There, he met a friend from Athens
and married his sister, Delois. Six
months before his discharge, he told

' the Lord, “I’ll do whatever you
want.” In April 1967, he surren-
dered to preach. “With a wife and
child, I didn’t want a typical college.
I wanted all the Bible I could get
and the opportunity for ministry.”
He visited Clear Creek and New
Testament professor Bob Fitts
showed him student housing. Bob’s

team of 50 adults con-
ducts youth conferences and sum-
mer camps in Michigan, Florida
and Tennessee. For 26 years Ber-
nard has directed the association’s
camp ground, responsible for year-
round maintenance and the staff and
program for two weeks of summer
youth camps. Construction is un-
derway at Central Baptist on a 7,260
square-foot family life center.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977

14

WESTERN RECORDER M MARCH 18, 1997



MINISTRY

Cardina‘l offers help for every unwanted pregnancy

By Robert Nowell
Religion News Service

LONDON (RNS)—Roman Cath-
olic Cardinal Thomas Winning, the
archbishop of Glasgow, has promised

BABY TALK Thomas Winning has pledged
fo help any woman facing an unwanted
pregnancy if she refuses to have an
abortion. (RNS photo)

s
i
i

any woman—anywhere—facing an
unwanted pregnancy unconditional
practical and financial aid if she re-
fuses to have an abortion.

Winning announced the offer for
women facing unwanted pregnancies
in a March 9 speech to the Society for
the Protection of the Unborn Child, a
group opposing abortion.

“I strenuously urge any person in
that situation, of any ethnic back-
ground, of any faith, from anywhere,
to come to the archdiocese of Glas-
gow for assistance,” Winning said.

Winning’s comments came in the
wake of a poll released last month that
showed two-thirds of Scottish Roman
Catholic respondents said women
should have the right to an abortion.

Abortion has been legal in Britain
since 1968, when the 1967 Abortion
Act, piloted through Parliament by an
elder of the Church of Scotland, be-
came law.

In 1996, there were about 160,000
abortions in the country.

In his remarks, Winning offered a
variety of practical aids to women
with unwanted pregnancies.

“Whatever worries or care you
may have, we will help you,” he said.
“If you need pregnancy testing or
counseling, we will help you. If you -

want help to cope with raising the
baby on your own, we will help you.
If you want to discuss adoption of
your unborn child, we will help you.
If you need financial assistance, or
help with equipment for your baby,
and feel financial pressures will force
you to have an abortion, we will help
you.”

Winning’s initiative was wel-
comed by Cardinal Basil Hume, Arch-
bishop of Westminster and the top
Catholic official in Great Britain.

Describing abortion as “one of the
greatest scandals of our time,” Hume
said the Catholic church “has always
recognized that it is one thing to con-
demn abortion, another to offer prac-
tical help to those facing a difficult
decision or to ensure adoption is avail-
able as an alternative to abortion.”

The practical details of Winning’s
proposal, however, remain unclear.

. Noel Barry, Winning’s press sec-
retary, said it is impossible to calcu-
late the cost of the offer. But he said
the archdiocese already has received
pledges of support to fulfill the com-
mitment, including one woman who
promised to give part of the proceeds
from the sale of her house and anoth-
er woman who promised to give
$80,000.

Barry also said it is not clear pre-
cisely how the plan would work nor
how it would affect the finances of the
Glasgow archdiocese.

The archdiocese in 1993 had a def-
icit of $10.7 million. Its social service

programs had an additional $2.4 mil- .

lion deficit.

However, some light can be
thrown on the issue by the experience
of the anti-abortion charity Life, an
independent group which since 1970
has offered help to women facing un-
wanted or unexpected pregnancies.

Life receives about 90,000 calls a
year and its national telephone help
line often is overloaded. It has 134
“care centers” around the United
Kingdom and 44 homes that provide
accommodations for women made
homeless by pregnancy. At any one
time, about 200 women live in these
houses, and during a year about 300
women will be helped in this way:

The group itself has an annual bud-
get of about $1.2 million.

But Life chairman Jack Scarisbrick
said the most essential service provid-
ed is free confidential, professional
counseling that allows women the

_freedom to decide what to do at a time

when they are often under pressure to
have an abortion.

Nursing home ministries important to residents, leaders say

CENTREVILLE, Ala. (BP)—In
the last 17 years, retired Baptist pas-
tor E.C. Day and his wife, Lois, have
made more than 800 trips to the Bibb
Medical Center Nursmg Home in
Centreville.

Many people of Day’s generatlon
would have long since ended the
weekly 75-mile round trip. But Day,
85, said he and his wife, 80, “are not
doing this for ourselves.”

“The nursing home ministry has
been our life for many years and will
continue to be until God calls us
home.”

Day is one of many Baptists who
give their time to nursing home min-
istry. He and others say the best gift
they have to give—and the one appre-
ciated most—is the gift of time.

“Some patients think they have
been put in the nursing home and
forgotten about,” said Leonard Nail,
director of nursing home ministries
for East Cullman (Ala.) Baptist As-
sociation. “When you visit, they re-

alize someone really does care about
them.”

Nail has led a Bible study at two
Alabama nursing homes since his re-
tirement from Veteran’s Hospital in
Bmmngham nearly 18 years ago. He
also visits other local nursing homes
when he has time.

Nail encourages others not to let
“busy-ness” be an excuse for not vis-
iting. “Many people say they don’t
have time to visit. My response to that
is, Don’t wait until you get in the nurs-
ing home to say, ‘I wish I had visit-
ed,’” he said.

Ministry programs are some of the
most popular volunteer programs in
nursing homes, said Lynn Childs, di-
rector of public relations for the Ala-
bama Nursing Home Association.

“The patients love singing, Bible
study and pretty much anything to do
with religion,” Childs said. “We also
find that the religious community is
one of the strongest supperters that
staff and facilities have as far as vol-

unteermg and domg thmgs for resi-
dents.”

Bridget Pope, activities director at
Cleburne County (Ala.) Nursing
Home, said residents look forward to
worship activities each week regard-
less of denomination.

“It doesn’t matter what denomina-
tion they are or whether they are black
or white,” Pope said. “The residents
just really enjoy worshipping and ap-
preciate anyone who takes time to vis-
it

~ “Itis God’s will that people should

have company,” said Eva Jarrell, a
resident at the Cleburne County facil-
ity. “As long as they’re not drunk or
cussing, we are glad to have them.”

Many people, Christians included,
shy away from nursing home visita-
tion because of the age of the patients
and the prospect of death. But the
nursing home is a good mission field,
and patients are usually receptive to
the gospel, workers said.

At the Cleburne County facility,

several patients have been baptized in
the last few years, Pope said.

Death is a real part of nursing home
ministry, Day added. “You have to
realize that you may not have a long
time to reach the patients,” he said.
“They may not be at the nursing home
that long.”

Fortunately, the nature of nursing
home ministry helps ministers and
other volunteers deal with the death
of a patient.

“It’s easier to deal with the death
of patients when you’ve gotten to
know them through Bible study and
know they are Christians,” Nail said.

As in any area of ministry, nursing
home ministers also get discouraged.
But Nail said even the smallest re-
sponse is rewarding. “Many of the

residents can’t speak, but you can talk |

to them. They hear what you say even
if they can’t respond,” he said. “You
can see a smile, or something in their
eyes, and you know you are making a
difference.”

Inmates getting Baptist seminary training while behind bars

ANGOLA, La. (BP)—Professors
at one of the newest seminary exten-
sion sites truly have a captive audi-
ence.

New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, along with Baptists in Ba-
ton Rouge, La., are sponsoring semi-
nary classes for 50 inmates of the Lou-
isiana State Penitentiary in Angola.

The extension site offers training
for leaders of 16 inmate-led congre-
gations within the prison.

Baptists in Baton Rouge got in-
volved in ministry to the inmates in
the summer of 1995, when T.W. Ter-
ral, director of missions for the local
Baptist association, was asked to meet
with Burl Cain, the prison warden.

Cain told Terral prisoners were re-

questing Bibles and he needed help in
obtaining them.

Terral said the association could
supply 2,000 Bibles, and he thought
that would be all Cain would need.

Later, Cain told Terral more than
700 men had accepted Christ as their
personal Savior, and he needed help
in discipling these new converts.

Baptists responded by volunteer-
ing to teach “Experiencing God.”
Within a year, 480 men had complet-
ed the course and 100 more were on a
waiting list. This ministry led to a class
on chemical dependency sponsored
by the Baptist association.

“I thought surely he was finished
then,” Terral said. “But he wasn’t.”

“We have 16 inmate-led congrega-

tions,” Cain told Terral. “We need to
give these men better training to lead
their congregations.”

“It had to be of God because I was
making commitments without know-
ing how we could do it,” Terral said.
“It was the grace of the Lord because
without one budget penny we provid-
ed all the Bibles, ‘Experiencing God’
textbooks, chemical dependency text-
books and all the textbooks needed for
the seminary classes.”

By September 1995, the connec-
tion had been made with New Orleans
Seminary, and 50 students were en-
rolled. Each is pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in pastoral ministries through
the seminary’s school of Christian
training.

Many of the prisoners look for-
ward to the day when they will be free.

“I am learning to build healthy
churches,” said inmate Wilford Cain,
a church pastor in the prison and a
seminary student. “I’ve embraced my
calling, and I've decided I am going
to continue my ministry. The better
equipped I am, the more effective 1
can be on the outside.”

But for other student inmates with
life sentences, Angola will be their
home until they die, and the peniten-
tiary is their mission field.

Unashamedly, Cain tells the in-
mates about Jesus, for, in Cain’s
words, “moral rehabilitation is true
rehabilitation. A Christian man ... will
live a life that is Christlike.”
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The archdiocese
already has
received pledges
of support to fulfill
the commitment,
including one
woman who
promised to give
part of the

‘proceeds from the

sale of her house.
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Saturday, May 31, 1997 '
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

- The Capitol in Frankfort

~ Activities, Exhibits, Featured Speaker,
Music, and Drama

All are encouraged to come who want to
make a difference in the lives of our children.
We will look for church vans, bus loads -- all of you -- to come!

Sponsored by

Kentucky Woman'’s Missionary Union, Inc.
| P.O. Box 436569
Louisville, KY 40253

: | (502)244-6485
(502)245-4101
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