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Touched by angel? 
A Baptist missionary 

woum;led while waiting 
to evacuate Albania 

. received help from a 
stranger who vanished 

after giving aid. Page 2. 

Coffee house 
Students at Western 

Kentucky University turn 
the Baptist Student 

Union building into a 
coffee house on Friday 

nights in an effort to stir 
interest in the gospel. 

Page 3. 

CP split 
Kentucky-BaptlsC 

churches have increased 
the percentage of their· 

offerings shared with the 
Cooperative Program, 

which means the 
percentage of 

Cooperative Program 
funds sent from the 

Kentucky Baptist 
Convention to the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention will increase 
in 1998. ·Page 3. 

Editorial 
When religious fervor 

runs amok. Page 5. 

Abortion bill 
The U.S. House of 

Representatives has 
passed the Partial-birth 
Abortion Ban Act once 

again. Page 7. 

Good ads aside,: 
Mormons still a­
cult, interfaith 
teacher says 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer • 

CAMPBELLSVILLE-De~ 
spite a masterful media blitz_ to 
position the church as a Christian 
denomination, Mormonism is 

,. still a cult, a Baptist expert on .. the 
group said. • • 

"Morfuons want their religion 
to look parallel to other Christian 
denominations, but it's all a fa­
cade," Patience Fort said .. 

That f~ade, _coupled wi!fi the 
warmth apd,Jove ¥ormo11~~how 
people wpo vis-iUheir lo.cal_ni~t, 
ing houses or "wards/' oftehlures 
unsuspecting people .into their 
church, the Church · of. Je.sus 

,,: Clµist 9( L1:1~r~day Saints,_ ,,§he 
·_·· said, -··\tM:2 _ ···• •,.\ .. ) · '\' 

Fort is'.'trained and certified by 
• the Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sion Board to teach others about 

t Mormonism. She led a workshop 
last w~k-'on the subject during 

ts('conference~·o.n cults .. sponso!ed " 
· by the Ke9.tudfy Baptist Conyen- • •.• 
tion. . Gampbellsville • Baptist 
Church and Berea Baptist Church 
hosted the events. 

Christian$ . niust look "b~hind 
,, ••. _, the fac.~9~\.tq}see that Mofi!ion- 1 
•. ism ·bears the t rademarks of a 

cuh, shesaict'. . • 
These trademarks are:. 
■.A single.charisrriatic'lead­

er or aut~ority figure who '' is ,the 
r, sole s_cJUrf~i9f revel(J.tiof)jr(Jtn, 
i God. ~al';atipn comes by fgllow­

ing' tlie ~ achings of that leaper. 
In the;Mormon chutcb1 a per; 

soncanriot attain salvation-or 
'C II I "d s . ' ,l'god,hoo~'\\ Uilless h ela~fypfs 
. e u _01 av1or _ ;th<t 'chµxch'.f ifounder,wJw~eph 

Americans! ideas about t< •••• • "'f'" '"'' • ·_·. •• • • -·; * Srruth ~s .a prophet. ·• '"'"· , . 
Jesus' life on earth and , • , Eachpresideiit-"--<:allecl aj''liv~ 

crucifixion may be ¾ ing prophet''- is believ~ fo re­
influenced more by film , > ceive froµi God n,ew revila.tio11~, , 

than by the Bible. . ?hic~,fy{2gio~~ -follo".vj,ithotit 
Page 1 o. j;;.s1uesuorr ,~., • .. \ . , '\,, . ·t,f . 

<< ■ B¢.Ji¢fin supplemenialrey7 
elatiorC New revelations/ .which . 
supersecle' an4 contradictprevi~ 
ous ryveiations, come through the 

g: 
I· 

11:j -~ 
~ 
Cl) 

I 
~ 

c 
~ 
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.. Jeader,~9 l.!-fe prese_nted as,new 
-_teachitjg~'~O'tn C:,04. \A, 
' In Mo@dnism, revela: 
the liying Jfrophets'h~ve includ­
ed the abolitioQ of pqly.gamy 

• when Utah. applied for stateJ;iood 
and the inclusion ofblackineh as f 
priests dµri11g the civilrights era.; 
she saidtY • • • • • •• 't 
■ A,cceptance .of new liiritten ,; 

• authority. The cult accepts new 
scriptures, which are said to su­
persede the Bible or ."help inter.: 
gret the'Bible correctly." _<•> 
• • ··• The :Boo~of Mormon/ not the 
Bible, is ' considered ''the' most 
correct ofany book on earth''.and 
"the fullriess of the gospel," Fort 
said. • 

□ See (,ood ads as;de°;..;j/age 13 
\.,," ,/\,· . . ~ , ;:,;;ff. "· .,;:: 

---

Two tales of churches: Insured and · not 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

MACED- Dawson Memorial 
Baptist Church is better off than most 
Kentucky Baptist churches damaged 
by recent flooding. • . 

Not only is the Daviess County 
church located in a county that has 
adopted floodplain management prac­
tices, but the church carried flood in­
surance. 

The $15,000 policy won't begin to 
• cover the church's estimated $40,000 
to $60,000 losses, but it will help the 

church start over, Pastor Steve Boyd 
said. 

Other churches aren't as well off. 
Some never experienced flooding be­
fore. Others are located in communi-

• ties where they can't get flood insur­
ance. 

Flood insurance is available only· 
in communities that adopt and enforce 
floodplain management practices, ac­
cording to Joy Mcllwain, ·public af­
fairs officer at the Federal Emergen­
cy Management Agency field office 
in Lexington. A floodplain is defined 
as an _area near a waterway that is like-

ly to flood onc.e in 100 years. 
Of the 63 Kentucky counties des­

ignated disaster areas as a result of this 
year's flooding, 47 participate in the 
federal government-backed National 
Flood Insurance Program, according 
to FEMA. Flood insurance was avail­
able in 204 of the 316 flooded com­
munities, FEMA said. 

Daviess County was among those 
without such insurance until recently. 
As a result, Dawson Memorial Bap­
tist Church had no assistance after the 
1937 · flood, when members found 
□ See Many Kentucky .. . , page 9 

SURROUNDED This photo, taken by Patti George of the Frankfort State Journal before the floodwaters 
receded, shows Buck Run Baptist Church near Frankfort. The structure in the lower left corner is the church's 
new sanctuary and education building. The structures in the upper right corner are the centt1ry-old sanctuary 
now used as educational space and the fellowship hall, which on drier days offers a picturesque view of the 
Elkhorn Creek through floor-to-ceiling windows. (Photo used by permission.) 

Author gives tips on training kids to pray 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

NASHVILL&-It' s never too ear0 

ly to start teaching your children to 
pray, according to the author of a new 
book on the subject. 

Betty Cloyd, a lay minister in the 

second language for the child, a natu­
ral language." 

Teaching "children to pray is one 
way to overcome the "spiritual pov­
erty" of American children, Cloyd 
said. Unlike economic poverty, spiri­
tual poverty crosses all classes of chil­
dren, she said. 

United Methodist 
church and wife of a 
retired Methodist min­
ister, is author of "Chil­
dren and Prayer: A 
Shared Pilgrimage." 
She talked about the 
book during the Baptist 
Center for Ethics 

Mllfl 
American · parents 

must reclaim their 
place as the primary 
source of spiritual nur­

. ture for their children, 
Cloyd said. In recent 
decades, this · role has 
been wrongly abdicat­
ed to the "profession­
als" at churches, she • "Family Summit" 

March l':/. 
"What age should yoil begin teach­

ing children to pray? Before the child 

. explained. 

is born," she said. "You should begin 
praying outloud for the child in the • 

Cloyd said she began work on her . 
book after hearing from many parents 
who wanted to teach their children to 
pray but .didn't know how. 

womb." • 
Even after birth, parents should 

pray with their children before the 
children are able to pray for them­
selves, Cloy~ said. "Begin praying 
with them so that prayer becomes a 

Cloyd tells children prayer is "us­
ing your own words to speak with and 

. listen to God at any time, at any place, 
atiout anything." 

She'offered these additional sug­
gestions for parents: 

I "Remember to call out your 
child's name in prayer." Ifs important 

• for children to hear their• parents pray 
for them specifically, by name, she 
said. 

I Establish a pattern of prayer at 
specific times every day, such as at 
meal times or bedtime. 

I Remember that children learn by 
imitation. "They learn best by seeing 
our lives of prayer. Children learn far 
more from what they see us do than 
from what we say." 

I Teach children to pray in their 
own words. 

I Encourage older children to find 
their own special places of prayer at 
home. 

I Teach children to pray the "great 
prayers of our faith," such as the 
Lord's Prayer. 

I Help children understand that 
God answers prayer, sometimes with 
a yes, sometimes with a no and other 
times with a "wait a while." 

I Demonstrate to children that 
prayer leads to action. • 

■ More· stories on page 6 



The Mennonite 
man turned to 

thank the stranger 
for his kindness­

but he was gone. 
"They were 

standing together 
in an open area," 

Bert Ayers said. 
"There was no 

where he could 
have gone." 

BAPTISTS ··· 
Vanishing stranger aided wounded missionary 

DURRES, Albania (ABP)- Deb­
bie Ayers had her Bible in her hand 
when a blow like an "iron skillet hit­
ting a dinner bell" knocked her to the 
ground. 

"I may have momentarily lost con­
sciousness," the 45-year-old Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship missionary 
recalled later. "I didn't know if I'd 
been mugged or what, but I knew my 
name, and I knew I was down and 
needed help." . 

Twenty yards away, missionary 
Bert Ayers saw his wife fall and ran 
to her amid chaos and gunfire in the 
Albanian port city of Durres March 
13. 

Nine CBF mission personnel and 
seven children had made perilous trips 
to Durres to seek evacuation. Mission­
aries affiliated with the Southern Bap-

tist Foreign Mission Board and other 
sending agencies also were fleeing 
Albania at the same time. 

Ayers cradled his wife and tried in 
vain to stop the blood gushing from 
the back of her head. Then, with the 
help of a Mennonite missionary, he 
loaded her into a car to drive to a hos­
pital. 

Suddenly, an Albanian man 
stepped calmly out of the every-man­
for-himself melee surrounding them 
and offered to show them the way. 

The Mennonite missionary drove. 
Ayers held his wife and tried to sup­
press the blood flow. 

The Albanian stranger, who re­
mains a mystery to the missionaries, 
navigated what they recall as "a very 
strange path." He guided them 
quickly and daringly through a se-

ries of turns and shortcuts that they 
say "didn't look like places we could 
go." But they made it each time, 
trimming many minutes and a lot of 
bumpy road off the high-speed dash 
to a hospital. Medical personnel 
stopped the bleeding before too 
much blood was lost. 

An Albanian doctor said a bullet 
entered the back of Debbie Ayers' 
head, burrowed under her scalp for 
about an inch, and then exited with 
only a glancing blow to the skull. 

"You're·hard-headed," he com­
mented. "Yes," she replied with a grin. 
"Just like Albanians. I guess that 
makes me a sister." The doctor 
laughed, maybe for the first time that 
day as he fought desperate conditions 
at a besieged hospital with no electric­
ity. 

-

Debbie Ayers' sense of humor has 
remained intact, although she, her hus­
band and three children still recoil at 
the thought of the horror leading up 
to their eventual evacuation to Italy. 

And she does not laugh at mention 
of the stranger- who has not been 
seen since. As suddenly as he had ap­
peared, he disappeared after accom­
panying the Mennonite missionary 
back to the port to retrieve the Ayers' 
passports. 

The Mennonite man turned to 
thank the stranger for his kindness­
but he was gone. "They were stand­
ing together in an open area," Bert 
Ayers said. "There was no where he 
could have gone; nothing he could 
have ducked behind. 

"We're all convinced he was an 
angel." 

Falwell: Southeastern now replacing previous -'duds' 
WAKE FOREST, N.C.- A new lieve." ahead. __ !Qcy_wbo.has.surroundedhimself-with-~---

wave of conservative-minded minis- __ In the 1980s, Southeastern wasthe ____ JalweU was -introduced-oy South- gays and lesbians in high places. 

-----·---------- ·- -----
tefS being-produced·by Soutneasfern- first of the Southern Baptist Conven- eastern President Paige Patterson as "I think that a man who is presi~ 
Baptist Theological Seminary will re- tion' s six seminaries to come under his "mentor of worldwide rabble-rous- dent needs to take a stand for the sane­
place the "duds" the seminary previ- control of a trustee board dominated ing." tity of human life from conception to 
ously graduated, Jerry Falwell said in by ultra-conservatives. The school In his Southeastern speech, Falwell eternity," Falwell told the audience. "I 
a seminary chapel address March 18. since has made a dramatic shift to the talked about his disdain for President believe that a man who is in political 

} 

('r-,~-.) 

"I thank God that one day, Virgin- right in its public posture and theolog- Bill Clinton, a subject routinely ad- leadership must be a mentor in his 
ia, the most liberal of all Baptist states ical positions. • dressed in his speeches and monthly own lifestyle and must believe that 
in the nation, and North Carolina, who Falwell is pastor of Thomas Road newspaper. family begins when a man and a worn­
has the dubious distinction of being Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va., The previous week, Falwell had an legally marry and all sexual activ­
No. 2 worst, will·ha-veithe bestbe<.:ausen . anu cl1ancellouo£Llberty:Baptist Unc-!1£ ..appeaied.od ABC.News.~,'iNightline." _,, .ity.,nutside of a marriage between a 

:-·. ,1 of,Southeasterh.prodocing the pastors:,~ ••_vePSrty, which now,has:beocmie a pri- When asked_ hls. :opiRion..ab.ouH~levi- , "man and_ a woman · is- -immorality, 
the mentors, the leaders who will re- mary feeder school for Southeastern sio_n evangelist Robert Schuller af- whether premarital, extramarital, het­
place the duds with good Bible teach- students. ' firming President Clinton with the Isa- erosexual, homosexual. It is all sin." 
ing and Bible preaching pulpits," Fal- Falwell, who has technically affil- . iah 58: 12 passage; "Thou shalt be Preaching from 2 Timothy 2: 1-5, 
well said. iated his church with the SBC by mak- called a repairer of the breach," Fal- Falwell exhorted Southeasterners to 

"You'll have to get used to me," ing a financial contribution to a new well said he responded by saying: "I remain "tough" and "wellscondi­
he told the seminary audience. "I say convention of Virginia conservatives, think the president is the breach, the tioned" in their faith. 
exactly what I think and what I be- predicted the SBC' s brightest days are most pro-abortion president in our his- Based on a Baptist Press report 

"I see you have experience leading a small group." 
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KENTUCKY 
BSU. off~rs coffee sto_p· to share-faith 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

BOWLING GREEN-A Friday 
night coffee house at Western Ken­
tucky University has been more suc­
cessful than organizers expected when 
they opened the doors. 

Jeff Rogers , a sophomore from 
Louisville, and junior Vicki Logdon 
of Versailles set up "Grounded" in the 
Baptist Student Union lounge last fall. 

They borrowed the idea· from a 
similar outreach begun last summer at 
Rogers' home church, Southeast 
Christian in Louisville. He credits 
prayer with the success of the WKU 
operation, which has drawn as. many 
as 200 students on a Friday night. 

"This has taught me not to put my 
• faith in myself," said Rogers·, who at- . 

tends Hillvue Heights Baptist Church 
in Bowling Green. "I don't run it and 
Vicki doesn't run it. God does." 

Workers have seen people become 
Christians as a result of the ministry; 
"although I couldn' t put a number on 
it," added Logdon, who also attends 
Hillvue. "A lot of seeds have been . 

;) ' .,, .. 
COFFEE ANYONE? Students at Western Kentucky University convert the Baptist Student 
Union into a coffee house each Friday. . 

planted too. A lot of people were .' The coffee house benefits mem- furnishings as coffee makers; cups and 
searching and got grounded in Christ. bers of Baptist Student Union as artwork. 
There's a whole new circle offellow-. well. Jt allows them to build rela- A donation box is set out for visi­
ship coming from the atmosphere." • lionships with non-Christians, lead_- tors who want to contribute, but none 

Turriout averages more than 100 . ing to opportunities to witness, Log- of that money buys supplies. Logdon 
students, they said. Students come to don said. said they donate offerings to sach 

• sip free coffee, iced tea and hotchoc- . . . "It has definitely made the students causes as a. rape crisis center and a 
_: .. olate•while errjoy.ing boai.d_gam.es and ;·; more:missioncminded/~,said BSU di,,1.: ·childr~s ,home::,.,, 1,, ... , , r·_ , •,. , 
'·•• -easuah:onversation:.-,, ;,, .:; •, ➔r: ~-: · r•,:; •rector1'Blymlt-.iRudolph1 .'-'.lt½; :gutten:,,;·• '.,;• '.!It,'s•incred·ible-•lo '.!s'ee~hdw 'we 
• An "open mike•·• allows guests to · them aware of the lost people.around • haven't had to do anything," she_said. 

. sing, play guitars onead poetry. Once . them and sharing their Jaith." "We made a few phone calls and 
a month a band plays, attracting larg~ About 10 volunteers operate wrote a few letters. But God took it 
er crowds, said Logdon. • :'Grounded," relying on donations and grew it past anything I could · 

Rogers described reaction as very • . from churches, friends and family imagine." • 
positive. Some staff members have members of the organizers. Rich Pond Rogers, a religious studies and phi-
overheard students at a local cafete~a Baptist Church of Bowling Green losophy major, said the outreach has . 
telHng friends, "Christians aie really • : made a one-time donation, and con- caused his faith to grow· and demon­
cool. I guess they're not all uptight and· tinuing contributions h_ave come from strated how God can call someone into 
so cold." Hillvue Heights and some of South- his will. 

The outreach has attracted a, di-: east Christian's Sunday school class- "He can take you and say, 'Here's 
verse group of people, including those · es. a place for you."' Rogers said. "I in-
who claim to have had a bad experi~ Some senior citizens at Southeast tend to spend my life in ministry and • 
ence in church and some who think Christian also donated boxes of can- I feel good knowing he has it under 
Christians are hypocrites. dles, while other donors provided such control." 

About 1 million Kentuckians have low literacy skills 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

FRANKFORT- A state govern­
ment survey of Kentucky residents 
found approximately 14 percent of 
adults ages 16-64 have virtually no 
literacy skills. 

The results mean approximately 
340,000 Kentuckians lack the mini­
mal skills needed to function in the 
marketplace, the workplace, the. 
home and the community. 

Another 656,000, on average, 
have low levels of skills that will 
impede their ability to compete in 
the marketplace, according to the 
study. The survey was commis­
sioned by the state's department for • 
adult education and literacy of the 
Cabinet for Workforce Develop-
ment. . 

Survey ~esults show the literacy 
level of the state's working-age pop­
ulation is competitive with literacy 
proficiency 'in the Southeast and the 
United States. Kentucky, however, 
.still faces significant challenges, de­
partment leaders said. 

Scored on a scale of zero to 500, 
Kentucky adults ages 16-64 sur­
veyed in late 1995 averaged 286 in 
prose literacy proficiency, which 
involves using information written 
in sentences. Nationally, the average 
in prose proficiency for adults ages 
16-64 is 280. 

Kentuckians scored 284 in docu­
ment literacy proficiency, which is 
the ability to find and use informa­
tion in documents such as job appli­
cations. Nationally, the average 
score is 276. 

Kentuckians scored 280 in quanti­
tative literacy proficiency, which in­
volves finding numbers in printed 
material and using math to perform 
such tasks as balancing a check book. 
Nationally, the average score.is 279. 

The survey also found parents' in­
fluence affects literacy. People who 
were read to by their parents as chil­
dren, who had parental help with 
homework and whose parents were 
involved with their school activities 
had higher proficiency scores. 

More than 300 Kentucky Baptists 
are trained to lead literacy efforts, but 

only about one-fourth of those cur­
rently are involved, said Elaine Oz­
ment, literacy missions consultant for 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Southern Baptists' first work in lit­
eracy ministry began at Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College about 40 years 
ago when it was a preacher's school. 

After several years without a focus 
on literacy among Kentucky Baptists, 
Ozment became literacy missions 
consultant in March 1994. She is 
working to rebuild a network of 
trained literacy workers throughout 
the state. 

Currently, the KBC has four certi­
fied regional coordinators: Becky Car­
nell in Elkton; Pat Howard in Bowl­
ing Green, Sandy Tilton in Ashland 
and Carol Brown in Whitesburg. 

Today, most KBC literacy mission • 
work is for immigrants learning En­
glish as a second language. But the 
need exists for work with adult non-

• readers and tutoring children and 
youth as well. • 

More information about literacy 
missions is available from Ozment at 
(502) 244-6461. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
spring choir tour 
includes three stops in 
Kentucky. The schedule 
calls for performances at 
First Baptist Church of 
Lone Oak in Paducah 
March 30 at 7 p.m.; 
Murray State University 
in Murray March 31 at 
2:30 p.m.; and on the 
seminary campus in 
Louisville April 8 at 8 
p.m. 

■ Georgetown College's 
theater troupe will 
present "Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 
Dream Coat" April 3-6. 
Tickets are $5. Call 
George McGee at (502) • 
863-8162. 

■ Christian contemporary 
vocalist Larnelle Harris 
will perform April 3 at8 
p.m. at Campbellsville 
University. Tickets are ... 
$1 O in advance, $12.50 
at the d.oor. Call the ·. 
school at (502) 789-
5000_ · • 
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OPINION-
Read the Bible day (the L<:)fd's day). Now there are Prayer needed 

men marrymg men and women mar-
l wonder why people don't realize rying women. For two and a half years my wife 

where we are in history. We are liv- Our Holy Father is just about to and I have served at the Haiti Baptist 
ing in the last days. Can't we see what give up on us. He is a loving and pa- Mission. We came to Haiti without 
God our Father is trying to tell us? tient Father, but he is about to give up doing any church visiting or fund-rais­
That our nation has gone the way of on us. When are we going to realize ing. With our home church, one other 
Satan, and turned our back on him, his the precious Holy Bible is not religion, church, my family and a few friends 
holy Bible, which is his- IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII it is history. History of helping, we were able to come to Haiti . 
tory not religion. It's our beginning: with my retirement as our major 
about our beginning, r Let's all get back to . source of funding. Wedonotneedany 
and how everything was our Holy Father, his additional funding; all our expenses 
made by • him and for laws of how we should have been taken care of. 
him. iiiliii~~ii live and get ready to face However, coming as we did has its 

I know the people our Lord God. We all handicaps. The major one is that we 
who thought they knew iil;i~;; have a special way to do not have the prayer support base > femiri. , 
everything took prayer, worship God, that is re- most missionaries have. Haiti is a mis- thy ,~pirj\• t"•< 

Ea~nestl~ contend for the the Ten Commandments ligion. Not the precious sion field with much spiritual warfare aya.tli;tli!y .tg;.;, 
faith which "!as once for off the wall, and Scrip- Holy Bible; it is history due to Voodoo and Satan worship. For all' p~oply:\. 

all de~1vered to the ture reading out of our lll=lil=lllilllllllll and should be taught in those who would like to pray for us U;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ 9odca11·us~:lf 
samts.-Jude 3 public schools, and they school. on a continuing basis, we would like 1 . Pt:!9Plt:pfa.U't 

Western Recorder is put in sex education instead, not tell-. Please read the Holy Bible from to hear from you. We can keep you ag:s+<: •·. < 
published weekly by western ing our children it is a sin if you are cover to cover, then you will under- informed by e-mail or other mail and I I . . .... • 'A11 ,ag.ul( 

Recorder Inc., an agency of not married. Also unwed mothers hav- stand what I'm saying. We'll all hear together we can see greater things for .·, .. ,:lyacI~r~t99q.i, 
the Kentucky Baptist ing abortions, which is murder. Can't the trumpet when Christ returns to God accomplished here. • irihisph4fcI1,;:; 

Convention, Box 43969, we see our Lord God is getting angry, take his own home. But those who • E-mail address: BHM-4C@oaf.org. < r , . i.. . recently .. ~<)"\ 
Louisville, Ky. 40~53, except why all those tornadoes, floods, land- don't believe will not be taken. Put "Joe Lanham" in the subject line. , off~f ~ncoi.it?gerpent to yolajgef, • .. • 

for one week in July and slides, burning of churches, church Edna May Buehler Joe Lanham '• pepp!e, Ile said: '"The youth are \I 
infor~:fi~~-b::i1 ~~~~);r:! closings, all stores are open on Sun- Louisville Haiti \ t~e ft1tgre of th~ church." Atef!ti I 
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. • . . . Wq?,?eard these words \\'at1t9c:lW (, 
Send e-mai! to CompuServe Tribute to Page -Kelley As a mlillster, Kelley hved the say .• ,Y_e_,, ~·_wear9 __ t~ef'tlture9ftl:t~ 

102667,1300, and the . compassion he taught. He was ... cht:JrS\t ,,but j".,e_re ·· also · 
Internet, wesrec@ntr.net On March 13, 1997, Southern teach in colleges, seminaries and on known to hire seminary students to •• P~fsen~,.' . '} : . ··•· 

Periodicals post~ge_paid at Baptists lost one of their most the mission field. cut his grass, but pay them twice the ,.;:' S:~0r~d~H~ m 
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What's really important? 
The following quote from a 13-

year-old is taken from the book "Wit 
and Wisdom from the Peanut Butter 
Gang": "I can remember what flavor 
of ice cream cone my grandmother 
and I shared at Disney World, but 
most of the time I can't remember 
what day it is. I guess it depends on 
what you think is important." 

Sometimes our lives become so 
. complicated that we forget the signif­

What will others remember about 
the time they spend with you? What 
will God remember about the time 
you spend with him? Let's make some 
memories with God each day. 

Sanford Hill, pastor 
Jeffersontown Church 

Louisville 

Who's a person? 
When is a person a person? What 

kind of question is that, anyway? 
icance of the "simple" 
things. Taking time to 
say "I love you," tak­
ing time to listen, tak­
ing time to say "thank 

MINISTERIALLY 
SPEAKING 

Sometimes I get to 
thinking about what -
we stress and how we 
. let hypothetical things 
become more impor­

you" and taking time to smell the roses 
can make a big difference in our lives 
and in the lives of others. 

But perhaps the most overlooked 
"simple" thing is our devotional time. 
Spending time with God each day 
reading his word is perhaps the most 
meaningful, life-changing thing we . 
can do. Sadly, our devotional time 
often gets overlooked or postponed. . • 

As . we seek to take time for the 
"simple" things which are really very 
important, let's not forget to spend 
time with God each day. As we seek 
the face of the Lord, he will make him­
self known to us. 

tant than real things. 
People who are politically active in 

the area of pro-choice and anti-abor­
tion try to define when a baby be­
comes a life. They try to give a hypo­
thetical case of that unborn being a 
person. Now, l for one recognize that , 
the unbt>m is alive, needs ,protection . 
and certainly should not be terminat­
ed and discarded. But for a moment,. I 
beg your indulgence as we think about 
something else along the lines of life. 
While we argue for the unborn to be 
considered a person, what about the 
ones who are already born but are not 
allowed to be people? 

For example, that person driving in 
front of me who does not go fast 
enough. I simmer and squi1m and fuss 
about their place on the road. Those 
inanimates are in my way. I don't al­
low them to be people, just objects 
impeding my progress. 

Then there are those African refu­
gees who have lost their homes. They 
are something way away from us and 
just objects on the horizon of history . . 
They don't become people until some 
missionary we know personally intro­
duces one of them to us. Until then, 
they are non-persons. 

How about all those poor people? 
All those people on welfare? Really . 
they are not people, but numbers on a 
page. We have campaigns to encour­
age doctors and lawyers and politi­
cians to let the unborn live. What 
about all those who are walking 
around breathing but are confined to 
the womb by being non-persons? 

-We can let them live by_ getting 
involved in their lives, recognizing 

·themas people and knowing them and 
, theitneeds. I guess a person l:iecomes 
a person when someone cares enough 
to love them. That kind of love gives 
them birth. 

Floyd Price, pastor 
Scottsville Baptist Church 

Scottsville 
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If I could keep time in ·a bottle, 
I'd spill it in the wrong places 
HESAID 

Mark Wingfield 

It already had been a frustrating 
Friday. I was way behind where I needed 
to be to meet Monday's big deadline. 
Then several interruptions crashed into 
the already pressed schedule. Then a 
major part of what already had been 
done suddenly appeared to be 
unraveling. To top it all off, it was a 
beautiful spring day outside- where I 
wasn't. 

Meanwhile, Alison wanted to know • 
what time I would be home for dinner. 

The pressure of home and the pressure of work began to 
collide in my stomach. So, as I'm prone to do, I estimated 
optimistically. I assured her I could be home by 5:30 to grill 
out for dinner. 

When I left the office at 5:30, I felt the pressure of the self­
imposed deadline that I already had failed to meet. I could 
visualize Alison expecting me to walk through the door any 
minute, yet I knew I was nowhere near the door to our house. 

Of course, it's at times like this that every slow-poke driver 
in town gets in front of you or you have to wait on a really 
long train. After sitting through four green lights waiting on 
my chance to make a left turn at an intersection without a left­
turn light, I was a wreck. 

Getting home had become more work than a day at work. 
What was even more frustrating was the realization in 

some recess of my brain that I had created the pressure I felt. 
I actually appreciated the four-light wait at that intersection, _, 
because it gave me a valid reason to cite as the cause of my 
late arrivai: (A really bad day is when you're running late and 
nothing happens along the way to create a plausible excuse.) . 

Yet the truth was my predicament was mainly my own 
fault. That's the hardest part of time management to manage. 

SHESAID 

Alison Wingfield 

I've learned to add 30 minutes to 
whatever time Mark tells me he's going 
to be home. That's the best secret of 
time management I know. 

Time management never has been 
my forte. It is a good thing I now work 
out of our home, because if I had to get 
up and get myself ready for work and 
the boys ready for school every day, 
nobody in my household would be a 
happy camper. 

Children have no sense of time. Mark 
and I spend half our time getting the boys ready and out the 
door, whether for school, church or just a quick trip to the 
grocery store. 

I give the usual 1 a-minute warning, and then we have to 
find shoes, put them on, go to the bathroom, pick out a toy, 
find jackets and put them on. Then Garrett's newest trick is 
that he has to make a basketball goal (which we pass on our 
way to the car) before getting into the car. By the time I have 
them buckled up, I'm exhausted. 

Sometimes I want to rebel against the time constraints we 
put on ourselves. It's amazing how freeing it is to hop in the 
car and go to the park or the zoo, and just take our time. 

Daytimers and time nianagenient seminars seem to be 
essential in today's society, but I never seem to find the time 
to take the courses or use the materials. You can lead a time­
impaired person to a daytimer, but you can't make her use it! 

At the same time, I waste countless hours playing : . · 
computer games or watching TV. 

Jesus had his time priorities in .line. He seized the 
moments of his ministry, knowing his time here was limited. • 
He also knew when to fall back and take time for renewal and • 
reflection. 

This week I'm reminded how Jesus used his time knowing 
the 'end of his earthly ministry was near .. Even if I had that 
kind of knowledge, would I use my time as wis~ly? 

OPINION 
Religious fervor isn't always saintly 

John Bennett Jr. might as well stand before the 
judge and declare, "The devil made me do it." 

Bennett, mastermind behind the now-defunct Foun­
dation for New Era Philanthropy, a pyramid scheme 
that defrauded religious organizations of hundreds of 
millions of dollars, intends to argue that "religious 
fervor" drove his actions. 

His attorney, Gregory Miller, recently told the New 

er be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord." 

But this admonition is set down right in the middle 
of several other verses that help set the proper context 

• for religious fervor: "Love must be sincere. . . . Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love . ... Honor 
one another above yourselves .... Bless those who 
persecute you .... Do not be conceited .... Do not re­

York Times that Bennett is not a con man 
but rather a zealot who believed so strong­
ly in his missionary purpose that he 

pay anyone for evil. . .. Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everybody." EDITORIAL 

Religious fervor runs amok when we 
lose a biblical perspective. If anything goes against 
what the Bible teaches, even the most fervent execu­
tion of it is headed for disaster. Hell must be full of 
people who fervently believed the wrong thing. 

thoµght creating imaginary benefactors in an intricate 
shell game was an essential part of his "mission from 
God to change the world." 

"He was not motivated by greed, but by an un­
checked religious fervor," the attorney said. 

Even if that defense is true (this same religious fer­
vor allegedly led Bennett to spend more than $1 mil­
lion on luxury items for himself), it shouldn't hold up 
in a court of law. 

But it should serve as a potent reminder to the 
Christian community that religious fervor can go bad. 

Religious fervor also runs amok when we lose bal­
ance. That's perhaps one reason Jesus chose 12 disci.: 
pies rather than just one or two. And it's no doubt 
why when those disciples chose seven others to per­
form acts of ministry they sought men who were "full 
of the Spirit and wisdom." 

During this Holy Week, Christians should be re­
minded that religious fervor nailed Jesus to a cross. 
The Pharisees and other religious leaders who plotted 
Jesus' death were motivated by a strong religious fer­
vor. Unfortunately for them, it was a misguided reli­
gious fervor. 

Religious fervor also runs amok when we lose ac­
countability. God has called us to be a community of 
faith for a reason. We learn from others and we enjoy 
the fellowship of believers, but by working together 
we also ensure that God's work gets done properly 
and without giving the church a black eye. 

Lone Ranger Christians and Lone Ranger minis­
tries are more prone to make mistakes-even inno­
cent mistakes_:--that reflect poorly upon the body of 
Christ than are Christians who make themselves ac­
countable to a local church or to a group of local 
churches. 

Religious fervor also fueled the bloo.dy-.Crusades • 
of the'12th and 13th centuries andJohn'Calvin's per­
secution of dissenters in the 15th century. Religious 
fervor set the stage for the horrors of the Spanish In­
quisition. 

More recently, in the United States, religious fer­
vor has been used to campaign for all sorts of evil, 
including slavery and the oppression of women. 

It's not that religious fervor has to be a bad thing. 

Religious fervor can be fueled either by the Holy 
Spirit or by Satan's forces. If it's hard for others to 
find God in our religious fervor, then perhaps we're 
fanning the wrong flames. 

In fact, Romans 12: 11 admonishes believers to "nev-

Let this mind be in you . 
Editor's note: This concludes a three­
part series on the death of Jesus, 
which will be followed by three on his 
resurrection. 

By Carey Newman 

I was consumed with 
anger. All I could think 
about was exacting re­
venge. To think that this 
person could call himself 
a Christian and yet hurt 
others, me included, was 
beyond comprehension. 
By the time I put the fol- . 
lowing question to my 
friend I knew that, left 
unchecked, the emotions 
raging in my soul were dangerous and 
must be dealt with-honestly. I 
looked at my friend and asked: "What 
do I do with these powerful feelings 
in light of Jesus' invitation to 'take.up 
my cross and follow him?'" 

No doubt the death of Jesus should 
be understood as a sacrificial act- he 
died for us. The death of Jesus also 

· was substitutionary- he died in our 
place. If understanding Jesus' death as 
a sacrifice shows the distance between 
Jesus and us (being completely inno­
cent he did something for us that we 
could never do ourselves), then see-

ing his death as an inclusive and in­
corporative ev~nt (that, miraculously, 
through our faith, we become present 
with him at Calvary) shows the close­
ness of Jesus' death and our experi­
ence. 

There is yet another important side 
to Jesus' death. What 
Jesus willingly did pos­
sesses enormous impli­
cations for how we 
ought to live our lives. In 
his death Jesus becomes 
a living example to' and 
for us. That ·is, Jesus' 
death, as the ultimate act 

·of obedience, reveals 
what being truly human 
looks like. Discipleship 

is thus nothing more than the consid­
ered decision to imita,te Jesus-fully. 

On a recent trip to Texas we were 
trying to make it from Round Rock 
·Gust north of Austin) to a little town 
in the Hill Country called Fredericks­
burg. Because we got off late, we tried 
to take the proverbial short cut. The 
propos.ed course required moving 
from an Interstate highway to a Texas 
state highway and finally to a series 
of small country. roads. We success­
fully navigated to within 30 miles of 
our destination, but the road which the 
map showed as delivering us to our_ 

- Mark Wingfield 

intended goal unexpectedly dead­
ended at a large gated field. The cows 
staring back at us were just as per­
plexed as we were. 

Convinced the map was incorrect 
(of course, the only plausible expla­
nation), we began to retrace our steps, 
obsessively paying attention to every 
sign on the road. Sure enough, 20 
miles back we discovered a little jog 
that once again put us on the right 
track. A careful examination of the 
map confirmed that it, in fact, correct­
ly portrayed the jog. Our only recourse 
was to moralize: "You can have the 
best map in the world, but misreading 
it leaves you just as lost as if you had 
no map at all." 

'fhe death of Jesus maps how we 
should live. We are to retrace, with 
extreme care, the contours of his ex­
ample. While his death speaks in gen­
eral to the need.for a sacrificial char­
acter and life, the fact that he did not 
retaliate, he did not seek revenge, he 
did not return the cursing heaped upon 
him ·with blame, recrimination and 
judgment speaks specifically about 
how we are to respond to others. 

My friend told me to watch and 
pray, for taking up my cross and fol­
lowing Jesus obligates me to the nar­
row path of peace rather than the high­
way of violence. In his d~ath, Jesus 
provides the model and-the example 
for us to follow. 
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The lack of 
investment in 

social capital will 
derail growth in 

economic capital, 
predicted Don • 

Eberly, director of 
the Civil Society 
Project. "We are 

living on borrowed 
capital." 

FAMILY 
Christians called to·halt societal bankruptcy 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

NASHVILLE- American fami­
lies are living on borrowed "social 
capital" that will lead to societal bank­
ruptcy ifleft unchecked, speakers said 
during a "Family Summit" March 17-
18. 

The faith community will be called 
upon more than any other group to 
help America rebuild its social struc­
ture, said Don Eberly, director of the 
Civil Society Project and author of the 

-book "Restoring the Good Society." 

law divorce. But she does want to 
make divorce an option of last resort, 
she said. 

Despite popular culture's portray­
al of divorce as a positive and liberat­
ing experience, few people who actu­
ally get a divorce describe it that way, 
she noted. "Many say it is the most 
devastating experience of their lives." 

Whitehead cited a number of neg­
ative effects on society brought about 
by a culture of divorce, including the 
impact on children. The divorce cul­
ture, she said, is like the welfare cul- • 
ture America has developed in which 

Eberly was one of 
three keynote speak­
ers addressing the . 
Family Summit, 
sponsored by the 
Baptist Center for 
Ethics. The confer­
ence was held at Im­
manuel Baptist 
Church in Nashville. · 

rriMILfl 
patterns of behavior 
are passed on from 
one generation to the 
next. 

She cited the ex­
perience of one adult 
child of divorced 
parents who recent­
ly wrote to her: "The 
ghosts of divorce 
never die. It is a 
stone thrown into 
the water of a child's 

Speakers called 
on the Christian 
community to help 
end America's "divorce culture," help 
fathers reconnect with their families, 
help families redefine the relationship 
between work and family time and 
teach families a biblical understand-
ing of money. • 

The social capital of American so­
ciety is more important than tradition­
al economic forms of capital, such as 
money and machinery, Eberly said. 
"Public well-being flows from the 
well of private virtue." 

America's democratic form of 
government "is not just about politics 
and parties," Eberly said. "It's about 
the forms into which we pour our 
character and virtues." 

An "unbreakable link" exists be­
tween the functioning of the family 
unit and the functioning of democrat­
ic government, said Eberly, whose 
writings have been cited by politicians 
as diverse as President Bill Clinton 
and Speaker of the House Newt Gin­
grich. 

While much evidence may be cit­
ed to indicate the future of the Amer­
ican family is bleak, Eberly said he is 
encouraged because more influential 
people are realizing something must 
be changed. • 

The challenge is that "people now · 
have a far clearer idea of what they 
want in America than how to get 
there," he said. 
■ Divorce culture. One key start­

ing place in creating change is to ad­
dress America's "divorce culture," 
said Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, a so­
cial science researcher who has writ­
ten a new book on the impact of di­
vorce in America. 

The problem is not just that so 
-many marriages now end irt divorce 
but that divorce has become "a nor­
mal and accepted event of family life,'' 
she said. 

This "culture of divorce" causes 
Americans to bum much of their so­
cial capital on the fallout of divorce­
social capital that otherwise could be 
spent on helping the elderly and the 
young, she said. 

Whitehead, who has been married 
30 years herself but has experienced 
the divorces of four siblings and one 
child; said she does not want to out-

life that creates ripples for years." 
Working for "better" divorce is not 

the answer to America's problem, 
Whitehead said. Rather, the answer is 
to help create more healthy marriag­
es. 

In the church, this might include 
placing__a greater emphasis on tradi­
tional wedding VOW S; sh~ ·suggested. ' 
Wedding vows are important because 
they signify the contract being made, 
she said. 

Whitehead said she is troubled by 
the trend in recent decades of couples 
writing their own marriage vows that 
may not always lay a good founda­
tion for a healthy marriage. For exam­
ple, she said, some couples have ex-

• changed the traditional line "as long 
as we both shall live" for "as !Ong as 
we both shall love." 
■ Fatherhood. Eberly followed 

Whitehead's presentation on divorce 
with an appeal for restoring value to 
the role of fatherhood. "Fatherhood 
has to be reinforced as a cultural val­
ue," he said. 

"Not only are fathers important to 
children; children are important to fa­
thers,'' he said, citing research that 
shows men who are involved fathers 
behave better and become better citi­
zens. 
. Although the role of fathers has 

been "devalued" in American society, 
the presence of a father in the home 
carries enormous impact on a child, 
Eberly said. "The chief predictor of 
crime in a community is not income 
or class .. . but the presence or absence 
of a father in the homes in that com­
munity." 

Eberly called on churches to cre­
ate rituals by which boys are taught 
how to become men, good husbands 
and fathers. • 
■ Workplace.An increasing num­

ber of American companies are dis­
covering that investing in the social 
capital of families pays off in business 
capital, said Marguerite Sallee, presi-

• dent of Corporate Family Solutions, a 
company that helps businesses create 
family-friendly environments. 

"The workplace in many ways is 
becoming the new American neigh­
borhood," she said. 

While the American family has 
undergone radical change in recent 
years, so-has the American workplace, 
Sallee explained. Demands are placed 
on workers to do more with less, and 
advances in technology make it in-. 
creasingly harder to get away from 
one's job, she added. 

"There is no such thing as going 
home from work anymore," Sallee 
said, explaining that many working 
mothers and fathers go home from 
work to do more work via electronic 
connections or laptop computers. 

Family-friendly businesses are 
discovering new ways to help fami­
lies stay together, Sallee said. 

This, in turn, creates happier and 
more productive workers, she said. 
"Employers are discovering that in­
vesting in families in the workplace is 
good business." 

• She cited one client that now of­
fers back-up child care on days when 
schools are closed. Another company 
offers a summer camp for children of 
employees, including lunch-time pic­
nics for parents and children. Anoth­
er company provides six weeks of on­
site infant care for newborns. 

"It would be wonderful if we could 
return to the image of the traditional 
family, but that is not realistic eco­
nomically," Sallee said. The next-best 
alternative, she suggested, is to create 
better work environments in which 
families ¥e able to spend more time 
together. -
- ■ Money. The economics of fam­
ily life create yet another strain on the 
social capital of America, said David 
Crocker, pastor of Snyder Memorial 
Baptist Church in Fayettevile, N.C. 
Crocker delivered the opening theme 
interpretation for the conference. 

"Show me the money," a line made 
famous by the current movie "Jerry 
Maguire,'' has become the symbolic 
watchword for many Americans' per­
spective on life, Crocker said. 

In a culture dominated by materi­
alism, families struggle with knowing 
where to draw the line on acquiring 
things, he said. Few people connect 
their spending habits with their faith, 
he added. 

Crocker cited the research of Rob­
ert Wuthnow, who found that "peo­
ple of fl!-ith often do not fl?ake any 
connection between faith and money." 

In fact, Crocker said, many people 
of faith refuse even to discuss money. 
They are more likely to talk about their 
sex lives than to feel freedom to talk 
about their finances, he said. 

"Breaking through the barrier 
against talking about money must be. 
the first step," he said. 

A second step would be to under­
stand what greed is, he added. "Al­
most everyone agrees greed is a bad 
thing, but few can agree on what it is." 

Drawing on Crocker's statements, 
Eberly noted the irony that the Amer­
ican economy is growing stronger and 
more robust while social indicators 
continue to decline. These two a_spects 
of life have become like unhooked 
freight trains speeding in opposite di­
rections, he said. 

Yet, ultimately the lack of invest­
ment in social capital will derail the 
growth in economic capital, Eberly 
predicted. '.'We are living on borrowed 
capital." 
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Baptist Center 
for Ethics plans 
resources unit 

NASHVILLE- Baptist Cen­
ter for Ethics has announced for­
mation of a new division called 
Acacia Resources which will 
promote family initiatives. 

Robert Parham, executive di­
rector of the independent Baptist 
ethics agency, announced the 
new unit during a BCE-spon­
sored "Family Summit" in Nash­
ville March 18. 

The first project of Acacia • 
Resources will be publication of 
an undated Sunday school curric­
ulum on topics related to the fam­
ily. The 19 lessons in the "Fami­
lies in 3D" series could be adapt­
ed for use in a variety of settings, 
Parham said. 

The series, to be available this 
fall , will cover topics such as 
time, money, sex, parenting, 
stress and health. 

Parham said while a curricu­
lum series is the first offering of 
Acacia Resources, BCE does not 
intend to become a full-service 
curriculum provider. 

The name Acacia is taken 
from a type of wood described in 
the Old Testament. Acacia wood 
was used to build the ark of the 
covenant, the tabernacle and the 
tabernacle altar. 

--
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NATION 
House passes Partial-birth Abortion Ban Act again 

• WASHINGTON (RNS)-The 
House of Representatives voted 
March 20 by a more than two-thirds 
margin to ban a controversial abortion 
procedure called "partial-birth" abor­
tion by its opponents. 

The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban 
Act received 295 votes in favor and 
136 against, with two members not 
voting. 

Identical legislation was vetoed last 
April by President Clinton, who said 
he believed the procedure was some­
times medically necessary to save a 
woman's life, protect her health or 

preserve her ability to bear children. 
The House bill would only allow the 
procedure in cases to save the life of 
the woman. 

A two-thirds vote in both the 
House and the Senate would be need­
ed to override another presidel}tial 
veto. The Senate has yet to schedule a 
vote on the bill. 

A lengthy debate between support­
ers and opponents of the legislation 
preceded the House vote. 

"Something is rotten in the United 
States when this barbarity is not only 
legally sanctioned but declared a :(un-

damental constitutional right," said 
Rep. Henry Hyde, R-Ill., chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Colo., said 
the ban is ''frightening and dangerous" 
for women. 

"In the 24 years since Roe vs . 
.Wade, American women have never 
been in more danger of losing their 
right to choose their own health deci­
sions than they are today," she said. 

. Support for the ban was fueled by 
the recent confession of Ron Fitzsim­
mons, executive director of the Na­
tional Coalition of Abortion Provid-

ers, that he lied during last year's de­
bate when he said the procedure is 
performed rarely and only to save the 
life of the mother or when a fetus is 
severely malformed. In February, he 
said the procedure is done often on 
healthy mothers carrying healthy fe­
tuses. 

The procedure, medically known 
as an "intact dilation and evacuation," 
involves partially extracting a fetus, 
feet first, and collapsing. the skull in 
the birth canal by suctioning out the 
brain. It has been used in second- and 
third-trimester pregnancies. 

Evangelica.1 churches called to increase aid to poor 
By Adelle Banks sacrificial love of Christ by increas- "We have long maintained that ilies to stay together and promoting 

... Religion News Service ing its financial giving and personal many govemment·programs, while individual responsibility. 
involvement with the poor," the reso- meeting immediate needs, actually • Echoing a plea repeatedly made by 
lution said. • weaken families, destroy initiative and Presiden~ Clinton, the resolution calls ORLANDO, Fla. (RNS)- The 

National Association of Evangelicals 
is calling on its denominations, con­
gregations and individual members to 
respond to the nation's new welfare­
reform laws with increased aid pro­
grams for the poor. 

The resolution, one of a number trap people in poverty," it said.. on churches to help "at least one fam-
ranging from abortion to the truthful- Some advocates of the poor, how- ily or individual struggling with long­
ness of the Bible adopted by the group ever, have argued the reform bill could term unemployment to obtain produc­
during its annual meeting here March plunge an additional 2 million people tive, stable work." 

"The short-term impact of reduc­
tions in government programs of food, 
health care and income assistance will 
likely be an increase in hunger and 
hopelessness in many of our commu­
nities," said a resolution adopted 
March 4 by the evangelical umbrella 
organization. 

4-6, comes at a time when many of into poverty, especially in the short- The evangelicals also said they 
the changes included in the welfare term between the end of benefits and were encouraged bya provision of the 
bill passed last year are beginning to the hoped-for beginning of employ- reform legislation called "charitable 
be felt. ment. Others, however, dispute that choice," which they said "correctly 

On March 1, new regulations re- contention. provides that faith-based programs ... 
stricting food stamp benefits went into At the suggestion of Bishop B.E. will be able to compete for govem­
effecr. Restrictions on aid to immi- Underwood of the International Pen- ment funding on an equal footing with 
grants and· children with disabilities tecostal Holiness Church, the resolu- programs which propose secular ap-

"We challenge the Christian com­
munity to commit itself to inodel the 

will take effect later. _tion' S· wording was strengthened by proaches." -
But-the resoluri.0n voiced generaF· citing •ex,amples 0 of ·whan:hurches· • ·• Delegates to''the -anmral meeting 

support for reducing the role of the "should" do, instead of what they also passed a resolution condemning 
federal government in aiding the poor. "could" do, such as encouraging fam- "partial-birth abortion." 
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FLOOD '97 
KBC will give grants to churches seriously damaged 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

Emergency grants of $2,000 will 
be made available by the Kentucky 
Baptist Coqvention to Kentucky Bap­
tist churches with buildings severely 
damaged by floodwaters. 

The business and finance commit­
tee of the KBC Executive Board spent· 

nearly an hour March 21 discussing 
how to provide sonie immediate form 
of assistance for flood-damaged 
churches. 

As a first line of response, the com­
mittee voted unanimously to advance 
$58,000 out of next year's church 
building grant allocation fund to ·add 
to money remaining in this year' s 
fund. That will allow the KBC to give • 

$2,000 grants to up to 32 of the most 
seriously damaged Baptist churches in 
the state. 

Bob Owsley, a Cecilia layman who . 
chairs the business and finance com­
mittee, was authorized 
to appoint a special com­
mittee to recommend 
additional steps that 
could be taken to assist 
flood-damaged church­
es financially. That com­
mittee will look, for ex -
ample, at the KBC's 
church loan fund and 
whether it is possible to 
create a special financ­
ing package to help 
flood-damaged church­
es rebuild. 
. By approving the ad­

vance in church grants, 
the business and finance 
committee wenno the limit of its au- -
thority. Undercurrent policy, the com­
mittee by itself does not have author­
ity to lower church· loan interest rates 
or create special financing packages. 
Such decisions require action by the 
full Executive Board, which does not 
meet until the first week of May. 

The $2,000 grants will be award­
ed on a first-come, first-served basis 
to seriously damaged churches. For 
information, call Randy Jones at (502) 
244-6460. • 

Meanwhile, disaster 
relief crews organized 
by Kentucky Brother­
hood continue their min­
istry across the state, re­
ported Larry Martin, di: 
rector of the KBC' s min­
istry and evangelism di­
vision." 

As oflast week, Ken­
tucky Baptist volunteers 
had prepared 141, 13 7 
meals for flood victims 
and had cleaned 580 
flooded homes. The 
cleaning operation, 
called "mud-out," and 
the feeding are done 

purely as ministries; no one is charged 
for the services. 

KBC disaster relief ministries so 
far have involved 571 Brotherhood­
trained volunteers and 650 untrained 
volunteers. More volunteers are need- · 
ed to continue the work in the coming 
weeks. 

NOTEi Tiris•list contains information available to the Western Recorder as of press time March 24. If any informati~n' printed he'te i s incorrect or if yrnf know of a seriously damaged church that is not listed, 
please call the Recorder office at (502) 244-6470 or the KBC partnership missions office at (502) 244-6462. This list will be updated each week and published for the next several weeks. Please do not send 
any items to flood-damaged churches without first verifying the need and the church's ability to receive donations. Many damaged churches have no means ·of storing donated items at this time and 
have much structural w~rk to be done before items such as pianos, organs or refrigerators can be used. • • 

CHURCH ASSOCIATION PASTOR INSURANCE? DAMAGE/LOSS/NEEDS 
Little River No 10 inches of water in building; carpet ruined, floors buckled, furnaces ruined; foundation dropped, causing education 

building to pull away from auditorium; church considering relocation • 
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FLOOD '97 
Many Kentucky churches don't have flood insurance 
Continued from page 1 
their pews hanging from tree limbs, 
or again in the 1964 flood. 

About 10 years ago; the county 
voted to ent(?r the federal floodplain 

. program, opening the way for Daw­
son Memorial and others to purchase 
flood insurance, Boyd said. 

All floo4 insurance- whether for 
private property or property such as 
church buildings-is issued through 
the National Flood Insurance Pro­
gram, and is sold by any state-licensed 
property insurance agent or NFIP, 
Mcilwain said. No flood insurance is· 
available except through NFIP, she 
said. 

A church can purchase coverage 
up to $500,000 for its building anc;l 
$500,000 for its contents, according 
to FEMA. Premiums vary according 
to the degree of flood risk. 

First Baptist Church in Frankfort 
had enough experience with flooding 
to be prepared. 

Located on the Kentucky River, 
water has entered the downtown 
Frankfort building several times, Pas­
tor Mark Hopper said. 

"We would be foolish not to carry 
flood insurance," he explained. 

year's flood; high water had never 
been a problem, so buying flood in­
. surance just wasn't considered. 

Even though two forks of Elkhorn 
Creek wrap around Buck Run Baptist 
Church near Frankfort, the church 
building had not flooded since the • 
Civil War, the church's business man­
ager said. 

''Water had never crossed the high­
way before," Evelyn Gardner said. 
"When it's never happened before, 
you think you don't need" flood in­
surance. 

Buck Run learned its lesson. Wa­
ter rose 4 feet into the church's new 
sanctuary/educational building. 
Flooding also damaged the century­
old sanctuary and newer fellowship 
hall. 

Now a church committee already 
is checking into insurance, Gardner 
said. "You can bet we are going to 
have it now." 

Major flooding never had been a 
problem for Springfield's Mt. Olivet 
Baptist Church either, even though its 
building sits close enough .to the 
Chaplin River "to almost throw a fish­
ing line in it;" said Jane Fox, wife of 
Pastor James Fox. 

Water soaked the carpet a few 
times in the last 30 years and rose to 

the edge of the road and stopped," he 
said. "We thought we were on high 
ground." 

This time, the 48-year-old sanctu­
ary sustained an estimated $25,000 
damage, Reynolds said. Because the 
church is not located in a floodplain, 
flood insurance was not available, he 
said. 'the City of Falmouth partici­
pates in NFIP, but Pendleton County 
does not, according to FEMA spokes­
person Mcilwain. 

The damage to the building was a 
hard blow for the 125 people who at­
tend Falmouth· Baptist Church, Rey­
nolds said. At least 22 church fami­
lies either totally or partially lost their 
homes in the flood and at least 11 
members lost businesses as well. 

Two Kentucky Baptist churches 
have bitter-sweet outcomes from this 
year's devastating flood. 

For several years, members of Mt. 

Olivet church had talked about remod­
eling their nearly 100-year-old build­
ing or constructing a new structure on 
another site, Mrs. Fox said. 

Pastor Fox had encouraged them 
to build on "higher ground," she said. 
But the 65 members were having dif­
ficulty reaching a decision. 

The flood of '97 made the dedsion 
for them, she said, and a building com­
mittee began working immediately 
after the flood. "After all, you can't 
change the river," she explained. 

And at First Baptist in Frankfort, 
insurance money will more than pay 
for a remodeling job the church al­
ready had voted to do, the pastor 
said. 

"If there is a silver lining, it is ·that 
we are in the midst of a $250,000 re­
modeling, and the next phase was to 
go where it flooded," Pastor Hopper 
said.· 

While the river rarely rises high 
enough to flood the sanctuary, it does 
reach levels sufficient to soak the fel-

• lowship ,hall and educational building, 
he said. 

A 1989 flood inflicted $108,000 iri. . 
damage, which was covered by insur­
ance, he said. 

40 inches in the 1964 flood, but this 
time l,lfOund,. mo~~ tha.n..8J~et .fill~d,i ., 
the Washington County sanctuary, she 
said .. 

This time, 5 feet of water covered 
the fellowship hall floor. The 
$100,000 in damage was covered to­
tally by insurance, Hopper said. 

Though its building was seriously 
damaged, the Frankfort church was 
among the most fortunate church vic­
tims of the 1997 flood. 

For some churches hit by this 

The building is damaged beyond 
repair. Washington County is covered 
by the National Flood Insurance Pro­
gram, but Mt. Olivet Baptist Church 
did not think it needed insurance, Mrs. 
Fox said. 

Flooding never. was an issue for 
Falmouth Baptist Church, either. 

The church escaped the 1937 flood. 
without a scratch, Pastor Dap Rey­
nolds said. In 1964, "water . came to 

NEW BROWN CARPET Moreland Duncan and Ricky Duncan walk through a layer of mud 
left on the floor of Dawson Memorial Baptist Church's sanctuary in Maceo after floodwaters 
receded. The line across the window at left shows how high the water rose in the building. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
· FOR SALE: 1994 Chevy C1500, SEEKING: Versailles Baptist 

red, .4x4, extended cab, Silverado Church seeks part-time minister of 
package, tow package, extended war- music. Send resume to: Versailles 
renty,loaded,27,500miles.CallBob, .~Baptist Church, ·125 East Green"St., 

_(502) 361-8646. • Versailles, KY 40383. 
• SEEKING: Full-time church pas- WANTED: String players to au-

tot for Central Baptist Church, Corb- dition for 1997 Kentucky Baptist 
in, Ky. Requirements: M.Div. degree All-State Youth Orchestra. Must be 
from an accredited Baptist seminary; in grades 9-12, active in music min­
full-time pastor experience. Call: istry of a Kentucky Baptist church. 
(606) 528-6650orfax (606) 528-3407 Meet June 22-29. Information, call 
or send resume by March 31, 1997, Church Music Department (502) 
to: Pastor Search Committee, c/o Cen- 245-4101. 
tral Baptist Church, 201 4th St., Corb- SEEKING: Metro Peoria Baptist 
in, KY 40701. Association in Peoria, Ill., is seeking 

NEEDED: Full-time bookkeeper, a director of missions who meets 
experienced with Peachtree software, Home Mission Board guidelines. If 
general ledger account through interested, send resume to: Charles 
monthly financial statements and pay- Hargrave, 907 N. Maplewood, Peo­
roll; also coordinate admissions and ria, IL 61606. Deadline for resumes 
marketing inquires for personal care is March 1, 1997. 
home for elderly ladies. The success- TOUR: Biblical Greece and Tur­
ful candidate will possess superior key. 8-day tour departing Sept. 8, Ath­
organizational and communications ens, the Parthenori, Mars Hill, Corinth, 
skills, relate well to elderly clients, plus a 3-night Aegean cruise to 
staff and as a member of the manage- Mykonos, Rhodes, Ephesus and Pat­
ment team. Three years minimum mos. Only $1,798. Call Pastor Studie 
bookkeeping required. Salary com- for brochure (502) 247-8331. 
mensurate with experience. Resume FO.R SALE: 13' and 9' church 
may be sent to: Administrator, Parr's pews, uphostered seat and back. Also 
Rest, Inc., 969 Cherokee Road, Lou- for sale: three pulpit chairs, commun­
isville, KY 40204, or fax to.(502) 459- ion table and pulpit. For information, 
5455. call (606) 623-1771. 

SEEKING: Centerfield Baptist WANTED: Organist. Sunday and 
Church, a contemporary church locat- • Wednesday, large Reuter organ, Har­
ed in Oldham County, is currently rods burg Baptist Church, Harrods­
accepting resumes fora part-time min- burg, 40330. Send resume or call 
ister to children. If interested, call (606) 7_34-2339. 
(502) 243-1982 for more information, WANTED: Church secretary, 
or mail resume to: Centerfield Baptist full-time, computer skills required. 
Church, P.O. Box 1026, Crestwood, Apply or send resume to: Chairman, 
KY 40014. Personnel Committee, Chevy Chase 
- SEEKING: Full-time minister of Baptist Church, 200 Colony Blvd., 

music and education for First Bap- Lexington, KY 40502. (606) 266-
tist Church, Barbourville, Ky. Sem- 2601. 
inary training and experience is pre- WANTED: Youth pastor. Cal­
ferred. Full benefits package offer. houn Baptist Church. Resume to: K. 
Send resume to: Minister of Music Ellsworth, 477 Higgs Lane, Rumsey, 
an\i Education Search Committee, KY 42371. . 
P.O. Box 1569, Barbourville, KY FOR SALE: New cassette copi-
40906. er- still in the box, with a supply of 

SEEKING: A multiple-staff, new tapes and cases: $400. Call: (502) 
seeker-sensitive, purpose-driven 465-3462 or 465-3276 (Campbells­
church is looking for a full-time youth ville, Ky.) 
and children's minister to provide vi- SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
·sion, direction, training and leadership music with responsibility for Chris- ·• 
to a team of volunteers. Individual tian education within the church. 
must be gifted in teaching and must Contact: Search Committee, Im­
havemanagement skills, a high ener- manuel Baptist Church, 800 Rhodes 
gy level, fresh ideas and the ability to Dr., Elizabethtown, KY 42701 by 
function in a team approach to minis- April 4, 1997. 
try. Interested? Experienced? Chal- WANTED: Organist. Sunday 
lenged? Send resume to: Search Com- morning, Wednesday evening choir 
mittee, Springfield Baptist Church, practice. Kenwood Baptist Church. 
P.O. Box 286, Springfield, KY 40069. Contact Suzann Reynolds, (502) 367-
Phone: (606) 336-3544. - 1197. 

■ To learn if your 
cliurch is located in a 
community that 
participates in the 
National Flood Insurance 
Program, call the NFIP 
hotline toll-free at (800) 
638-6620. 

■ Federal assistance 
may be available for 
some flood-damaged 
Kentucky churches. If 
the church is located in a 
community that has 
been declared eligible for 
public assistance, then 
the portion of the church 
that is ,USed for activities 
that benefit the 
community may be 
eligible. While the 
portion of a church 
building used for 
worship is not eligible, 
space used for such 
things as day care or 
elder care may qualify. 
lnforma_tion on federal 
disaster assistance 
• programs is available by 
calling the FEMA toll-free 
line at (800) 462-9029. 
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JESUS FLICKS Stephenson 
Humphries-Brooks says 
movies define America's 
view of Jesus more than 

the Bible. ■ Below Robert 
Powell in the 1977 NBC 

mini-series "Jesus of 
Nazareth." ■ Right Victor 

Garber in "Godspe/1." 

EASTER 
'Celluloid Saviors' define views of Jesus, teacher says 

CLINTON N.Y. (RNS)-As soon 
as the grass begins to green, TV and 
cable networks nationwide roll away 
the stones that seal their movie ar­
chives to rerun an array of films that 
depict the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus. 

More than at any other time of the 
year, the pre-Easter season is when 
Christians gather before their televi­
sions to worship at the shrine of the 
"celluloid savior." 

"The image of Jesus and his story 
will not let go of our culture nor will 
our culture get rid of it," said Stephen­
son Humphries-Brooks, a professor of 
religious studie~ at Hamilton College 
in Clinton, N.Y. 

For the past thre·e years, he has 

'-

taught a course called 'The Celluloid 
Savior," which explores the history, 
trends and cultural significance of 
films abm1t Jesus. He contends a ma­
jority of his students- as well as most 
other Americans- get their ideas 
about Jesus from Hollywood rather 
than from the Bible. 

"Students come into my class with 
a preset interpretation of Jesus ... 
much of which does not appear to be 
from the church but from the media, 
especially film," he said. 

Some film scholars believe four 
films- "Jesus of Nazareth," "The 
Gospel According to St. Matthew," 
"Jesus Christ, Superstar" and "The 
Last Temptation of Christ"- have 
played key roles in developing Amer­
ica's perceptions about Jesus. 

"Jesus of Nazareth," the 1977 
NBC mini-series by Italian director 
Franco Zeffuelli, "is the current cul­
tural definer of who Jesus is," said 
Humphries-Brooks. "Read against the 

Gospels and popular mainstream pi­
ety, this is a canonical film." 

Terry Lindvall, who taught film 
courses at Regent University in Vir­
ginia Beach, Va., for 15 years before 
becoming the school's president, 
agrees film has overtaken Scripture as 
the major force ·shaping America's 
ideas about Jesus and the Bible. 

"We have become people of the 
image rather than people of the word," 
he said. 

In stark contrast to Zeffirelli's rev­
erent, smooth portrayal of Jesus, 
stands the gritty "The Gospel Accord­
ing to St. Matthew," directed by an­
other Italian, Pier Paolo Pasolini, in 
1966. Pasolini produced a low-bud­
get fi_lm using a nonprofessional cast 
to capture the ruggedness of life in 
fust-century Palestine. 

'.'There's not a camouflaging in 
Pasolini's film," said Lindvall, who 
claims "The Gospel According to St. 
Matthew" as his favorite Jesus film. 
Jesus is more of an angry, young rev­
olutionist who supports the poor and 
the oppressed." 

A subversive Jesus is also found 
in "Jesus Christ, Superstar," the 1973 
rock opera that was a huge success on 
the stage and screen. 

Lindvall said he isn' t offended by 
"Jesus Christ, Superstar," only by its 
un-super Jesus, Ted Neely, who Lind­
valli said has an "irritating and limp 

I 

screen presence .... Who would want 
to follow him?" 

Not so with the hip Jesus of "God­
spell," another 1973 film based on a 
Broadway smash that presented Jesus 
neither as reverent nor revolutionary, 

_ but as a modem-day New York City 
clown, whose parables reveal the se­
crets of life. 

'"Godspell' had a fresh effect on 
me," said Lindvall. "It was a celebra­
tion of the gospel. ... It portrayed a 
hippie Christ you wanted to be around 
to see what he was going to do next." 

And what ,sort of impressions do 
viewers come away with after seeing 
Martin Scorcese's "The Last Temp­
tation of Christ," arguably the most 
controversial film about Jesus? 

"In a certain sense, it is exception- · 
ally orthodox," Humphries-Brooks 
said of the 1988 film that caused a 
furor among religious conservatives. 
Many of them called the film blasphe­
mous because it depicts Jesus in sex­
ual situations. 

"One of the major ( orthodox) theo­
logical problems is how can Jesus be 
totally human and at the same time 
totally divine." 

Lindvall said that because each 
biblical film embodies the director' s 
personal faith, viewers who rely sole­
ly on movies to learn about the life of 
Jesus miss the benefits that come from 
reading the Gospels directly. 

Toys teach kids abstract Easte-r messages 
MOUNT DORA, Fla. (RNS)­

When Richie Kluesener was about 
to become a new dad, he wanted to 
find a way to help children under­
stand Christian beliefs about Easter. 

. When his search came up empty, 
he and his wife, Shelley, created 
something themselves. In I 996, they 
developed the "Resurrection Nativ­
ity," a seasonal spin-off of the tra­
ditional Christmas manger scene, 
complete with movable parts that 
tell the story of Jesus' crucifixion 
and resurrection. 

The "Resurrection Nativity" is a 
nine-piece set that includes a tomb 
and 4- to 5-inch figures of the cru­
cified Jesus, an angel, two sentries, 
Mary Magdalene and Mary, his 
mother. 

The plastic figures can be ar­
ranged at first to depict the crucifix­
ion·. On Good Friday, the crucifix 
and the women can be removed and 
the sentries placed beside the closed 
tomb. On Easter morning, the tomb 
can be opened to reveal · an empty 
stone slab, on which Jesus' body 
would have been laid. An angel,. 
holding a purple banner that reads 
"He is Risen," can be placed on the 
rolled-away stone. 

It is one of several teaching tools 
and toys to help children use physical 
props to learn about the spiritual mes­
sage of Easter. 

FarnilyLife, a Little Rock, Ark.~ 
based ministry of Campus Crusade for 
Christ, has created "Resurrection 
Eggs." 

With this interactive teaching tool, 
children open a dozen colored plastic 

. eggs. Inside each are miniature sym­
bols of the Easter story, including a 
donkey, three nails and a crown of 

EASTER TOYS ■ Above The Resurrection 
Nativity features interchangeable pieces to 
tell the Easter story from crucifixion to 
resurrection. ■ Right Resurrection Eggs 
contain miniature symbols of Easter events. 
(RNS photos) 

thorns. 
In 1995, the fust year the product 

was offered, FamilyLife sold more 
than I0,000 dozen eggs. Last year, the 
ministry distributed 28,000 dozen. 

Hands-pn materials also may help 
in the worship setting, said Cheryl 
Kleven Doely, assistant to the North­
west Iowa bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. Chil­
dren's sermons often need "something 
you can touch, something you can see, 
so it's not just in your head but it's in 
your hands." 

Southwest 
Baptist 
University 

DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE 
STUDIES IN EDUCATION 

The education department at 
Southwest Baptist University 'invites 
applications for the position of 
Director of Graduate Studies. in 
Education. Candidates should possess 
an earned doctorate, academic 
teaching experience at the graduate 
level and academic administration and 
supervision ability. Experience in 
supervising masters projects, reports, 
theses and/or dissertations in teacher 
education is required. Candidates 
should be a Southern Baptist with a , -
deep commitment to quality Christian 
graduate education, and have a desire 
and ability to provide leadership in off­
campus distance graduate course 
delivery. Send appl ication letter, 
resume, statement of Christian 
educational philosophy and three 
letters ofrecommendation by April 21, 
I 997, to Dr. Eric Moore, Southwest 
Bapti~ University, 1600 University 
Ave., Bolivar, MO 65613. EOE. 

Youth Minister 
Our .growing church is looking for a Spirit-led, growth-oriented minister for 
youth, seniors and college students. The successful candidate will be a seminary 
graduate and have previous experience in a church youth program. Excellent 
benefits package. Salary commensurate with experience. Please send resume and 
references to: Youth Minister Search Committee, Buck Run Baptist Church, 
3894 Georgetown Road, Frankfort, KY 40601 
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CAMPBELLSVILLE UNIVERSITY 
ROBERTSON WORSHIP WORKSHOP 

Israeli bill 
stirs concern 

Worship 
and • 

~eeker 
~ensitivity 

Featuring 
Brad Johnson, pastor 

Dave Love, minister of music 
Living Hope Baptist Church 

Bowling Green, Ky. 

Tuesday, March 2 5 
7p.m . 

University Theater 
Free 

• --- UNI V ER~ I ~ 

~to,,e~~U\UI 

Q1Jondeiful Q1Jeekend of 

GE 
1997 

. • Top-notch speakers 

& musicians 

• Int imate setting 

• Reasonable prices 

• Free time 

• Romantic banquet 

• Giving of the rose 

... and more! 

at the 

TEL A VIV, Israel (BP)-Chris­
tian witnessing in Israel could be­
come a crime punishable by a year • 
in jail if a bill now being considered 
by the Israeli government becomes 
law. 

Christians in Israel are alarmed , 
by the law' s vague wording, which 
they say could even be used to ban 
Bibles. And they say it could stifle 
the growth of Messianic Jews, those 
who have accepted Jesus Christ as 
the Messiah. 

The bill, S757-1996, would alter 
Israel's penal code to prohibit "in­
ducement for religious conversion" 
and sets a one-year jail term for "who­
ever possesses contrary to the law or 
prints or imports tracts or publishes 
things in which there is an inducement 
for religious conversion." 

Further, the law would authorize 
the government to confiscate "any 
tract or advertisement in which there 
is inducement to religious conver­
sion." An explanation accompanying 
the law states, ' 'The state of Israel, in 
the framework of the existing laws, is 
opposed to any missionary seduction 
to convert religion, and is even more 
severe regarding the seduction of mi­
nors to convert religion." 

"Missionary" means any individ­
ual who tries to persuade others to 
change- their retigious· viewpoint, a 
translator said. The bill expands an 
"anti-bribery law" already on the 
books which makes it illegal to offer 
IT\aterial gain to induce a person to 
change religions. 

Messianic Jewish leaders in Israel 
believe the bill has come in response 
to mass mailings of evangelistic book­
lets called ''The Peace" to a million 
households in Israel by U.S. television 
evangelist Morris Cerullo late in 1996. 

Smoky Mountain 
Convention Center 
in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee 

Oct. 3 I -Nov. 2 

8r~~le-t-

Larry Little 
W~t-64!:z 1.,,'t 
The 1al1eyTrio 
e ~""e-e-1.-t A t-tz.,t 

Cynthia C lawson 

s~o~ldblibanned.iHirqs:Ar1.-,.-,., .. 
United Nations agency, said hu111a11 cl ... 

> ~omtof the basic principle~ "whi1/h g9v~tQ'[11tidically as 
<{ procreation,'!including • respect forhurnan ·· dignity andt 
•• re~ponsibility to protect human genetic: material. 

·•■-Abortiondebate rekindled in irel~itd; Thgdebate·on .. :1.>( 
abortion has been rekindled in Ireland after the Irish Times ( 
reported that a woman · received an illegal abortion at a Dublin 
family planning clin ic. The woman later went to police and < 
charged the clinic with a crirne after she developed medical 
complications. The report has renewed demands that Ireland·· 
toughen its already strict abortion laws. Abortion is legal in · 
Ireland only in cases where a woman's life isin danger 
because of her preg!lancy but not in cases ofrape, incestor 
for health concerns. 

■ Solidarity chief proposes religious constitution. Poland'.s 
•· Solidarity union chief proposed-that his country's new • 

onstitution should be based on Christian values and rnjected 
e left-dominated pafliamenrs suggestions f9(the charte(Jll 
n address to parliament, Solidarity'.s lyl~rian·. ~~aklews • ••• 
rged that his union'§ constitl.lUonal proj)oi;~Fb~ placed 
.ferenoum ~.afore.voters wit~ theseqµJar.qr~ft;appn • 
• •. foUt parli,repta,_fY _ partie~'?fthe q~pter~n~}~~ • 
'Pr~v~r/br.,a~s.'. prop~s~dJ~1iur~ijy -;. ,/ ::,;: -·· 
mio: j),PliJ,ip~I' P~rtv;r~s j)ropqseg·'a·1 
• -~J11for _·gqy~rnrrienrworker~;TJir.~,' 
/~PVlle.~~trt!le'rol.~'Qffeli,g ic>r h~ 
1~i.ng'. contfoversywim:tt)e 'grow, 
rvatiYe ]$1amiq_ p~rties/ ~pnieTOti 
fe .. _.Par1Y')T1ay··s9.pn•-•atte1npt)g':'qeq 
ff equ1v~ler1t.f d_a~

1
a9~~t~ ' ·_ i ~~1 

iiliantp,~;) 9]' '~stOly~picsWir 
n•· ofthe;lnWn~tiona1.·•01ympic c 
• , •• ~ mes-in tfi,ei f diren 

• :,.•= n ' ,1.t.,.; ,;;1,;:' .a. a::....:.. . .:.:. .• 
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Best-selling 
Christian hard­

back nonfiction 

1 In the Grip of Grace, 
Max Lucado 

2 Making Love Last 
Forever, Gary Smalley 

3 .God's Inspirational 
Promises, Max Lucado 

4 My Utmost for His 
Highest, Oswald 

Chambers 

5 Forever Love, Gary 
Smalley 

6 When God Whispers 
Your Name, Max 

Lucado 

7 A Gentle Thunder, 
• Max Lucado 

8 How to Listen to God, 
Charles Stanley 

9 .My Utmost for His 
Highest, updated. 

edition, Oswald 
~,. ,.:,, • • Chambers~ 

10 The Applause of 
Heaven, Max Lucado 

-Source: Evangelical 
. Christian Publishers 

Association 

SpineChillers Series. Ken Katz. 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
Approximately 135 pages each. $5.99 
each. ♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

At last count Ken Katz is eight books 
into a series (with titles like "Birthday 
Cake and I Scream") which are a Chris­
tian version of the extremely popular scare 
series for children. "SpineChillers" are 
written for middle readers in the same 
style as the secular series and employ 
some of the same story devices. My first 
reaction to the idea was to be skeptical of 
a series of Christian "scare books." But 
my 9-year-old son, Matthew, has changed 
my mind about the value of Christian lit- . 
erature that takes a popular idea and bap­
tizes it. 

Matthew, a connoisseur of the secular 
series, makes these comparative com­
ments about the "SpineChillers" series: 

I "SpineChillers" have more "back­
ground information" or story develop­
ment. 

I They have longer chapters (a posi­
tive in his eyes). 

: I I 
secular series because I seldom find them 
objectionable. But do suggest that if they 
like the secular books, perhaps they also 
will like the Christian alternatives. Wayne 
Hager 

Helping Children of Divorce: What to 
Expect; How to Help. Archibald Hart. 
Word Books, 1996. 207 pages. 

.$12.99 . •••• 
This revised and updated edition of 

Adding Cross to Crown: The Political 
Significance of Christ's Passion. 
Mark Noll. Baker, 1996. 95 pages. 
$9.95 . •••• 

American Christians stand in a unique 
relationship to political power. At no oth­
er time in history, nor at any· other place 
in the world, have all persons, regardless 
of sex, class, educational level, race, reli­
gion, etc. been granted the right to partic­
ipate in the political process. 

The Christian' s rela­
tionship to and participa­
tion in this political order 
has been the source of 
much debate within the 
church. Noll argues that we 
must find our own way, 
because "none of the great 
mentors of classical Chris­
tian theology did their 
work in a political situation 
like ours." 

I They •have more believable scary 
moments. 

I "SpineChillers" have less boring 
parts. 

I Not everyone has read "SpineChill-
ers" (also a positive point). . 

As a parent, it is good to see your child 
reading a book that affirms love and re­
spect of God, parents and siblings and 
treats church involvement as a natural ac­
tivity. In addition, characters pray at times 
other than just bedtime and meals and ac­
tually make decisions based upon what 
Jesus would have them do. Thankfully, 
also, the books are non-sectarian. 

Hart's 1989 book, "Chil­
dren and Divorce," incor­
porates recent insights into 
divorce and its effects on 
children. One of Hart's 
purposes is to help parents 
realize divorce effects not 
just the spouses but also the 
family. He wishes to ensure 
the negative effects of di­
vorce on the children not 
only are recognized but 
minimized. He is con- ' 
vinced divorce does not 
have to destroy children. 
The key is the parents. 

Hart encourages par­
ents to do the things they 
must in order to prevent 
damage to their children. In 
the course of the book, Hart 
discusses common mis­
takes made by parents and 
the i•ssues of anxiety, de-

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Midlane Park Baptist 
Church in Louisville, and 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Clifton Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

Writing in response to 
what he sees as an abuse of 
power by Christians in the 
political order, Noll ob­
served, "In those situations 
where Christians have ex­
ercised power or have had 
a history of exercising 

• power, the implication for 
a politics of the cross are 
often set aside in favor of a 
vision of a restored creation 

I strongly encourage parents to expose 
-their children to Christian fiction series 

.,thathave a positive'witness"ic,'ralm and 
practice. A trip to your local Christian 
book store will show you many possible 
options from a number of publishers. Do 
not keep your children from reading the 

Our Risen · Lord 
By Robert Dunston 

pression, anger and self-esteem. Hart also 
provides helpful advice on single-parent­
ing and blended families. 

Throughout the book Hart is honest 
about the possible consequences of di­
vorce, but he also holds out the hope that 
children of divorce can live rich and mean­
ingful lives. This book is for families that 
have been touched by divorce and those 
who love them and/or minister to them. 
Wayne Hager 

there is one similarity. At some 
point in our lives we felt we were at 

"He is not here, for he is ris- the foot of the cross looking up into 
en, as he said. Come, see the place the face of Christ as he diedfor us. 
where the Lord lay, " (Matthew But in the same instant we also 
28:6). could picture ourselves at the emp-

These words changed the ty tomb, standing in awe as an an­
world. These words change our gel told us the good news. "He is 
lives. not here, for he is risen." 

Somewhere and sometime in At that moment the old, old sto-
the past, someone • ry became our story. The 

ruled over by Christ and the saints .... 
Theocracy, in other words, is usually not 
an option where no opportunity exists to 
exercise power. The importance of the 
cross, by contrast, may be greatest precise­
ly in those times ·and places where believ­
ers have had the most chance to exercise 
power." 

Noll wants us to remember that even 
though Christ triumphed over the forces 
of evil, he did so by a humiliating death 
on the cross. He calls on the reader to re­
member that even though we are kingdom • 

Look at me 
A 5-year-old child is playing in 

the park. As the child's caregiver 
relaxes on the park bench, the 
child runs off to play on the 
swings, sliding board and other 
playground equipment 

While the adult may read the 
newspaper or talk with other 
adults at the park, the caretaker • 
always is aware of the child's 
whereaboqts. 

people, we are still sinners saved by grace. 
A helpful feature of the book is a col­

lection of responses to Noll's argument by 
three theologians. Taken together with 
Noll's essays, they challenge the often 
unreflective participation of Christians in 
politics, regardless of one's political phi­
losophy. Jim Holladay 

International Children's Bible 
Handbook: Answering Questions 
Children Ask-Genesis to Reve­
lation. Lawrence Richards. Word, 
1989. 224 pages. $14.95. ••••• 

As parents and church leaders, _we 
want children to learn to love the Bible. 
More importantly perhaps, we want chil­
dren to understand the Bible. Too often 
we have relied on Bible story books that 
at best simply retold the story, and at worst 
retold the story while adding a simplistic 
moral. 

Based on their conviction that the Bi­
ble is more than just a book of stories and 
object lessons, but a "history of what God 
has done in our world ... a message from 
God about his Son, ... [and] a book about 
God's love for people," Lawrence Rich­
ards and his team have put together a live­
ly, interactive, informative and useful 
guide to help children understand the Bi­
ble. Written on a third grade reading lev­
el, the book also contains pictures, maps 
and "think and do" activities. 

Richard hopes this book will be used 
not only by children; but parents, Sunday 
school teachers and others who must an­
swer questions children ask about the Bi­
ble. 

I found this book simple without be­
ing simplistic; stimulating without being 
simply another activity book. It would be 
a welcome addition to any home or church 
library. Jim Holladay 

child.'._especially a teenager- is 
unable to get our attention through 
positive actions, he or she will re­
sort to negative actions to get us to 
watch. 

My hope is that all ofus will not 
let pass an opportunity to "watch" 
children and let them know we see 
them and are proud of them. 

Watching children may seem 

made these words real CUMBERLAND words in the Bible 
to us. COLLEGE ceased to be just a report 

Perhaps a Sunday handed down through 

Now a question: 
What are caretakers 
most likely to hear while 
in a park with children? 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

like a simple task, but it 
can reap tremendous re­
wards. 

Kentucky Baptists 
"watch" children every 
day through this special 
ministry. 

school teacher who ------- the centuries. The words 
faithfully prepared for became a report of our 
each Sunday morning own experience. 
and faithfully lived the From that moment 
Christian life each day on, we would never be 
helped us realize that the same. 
these words had the The words of the an-

The words repeated 
over and over again are, 
"Watch me." As the 
child is about to slide 
down the sliding board, 
we hear, "Watch me, 
Mommy." 

Because Baptists 

power to give life. ...._ _____ _. gel empower everything 
Perhaps a preacher we as Kentucky Baptists 

seemed to speak right to us one do. We minister to people of all 
morning as we sought an answer to ages and all circumstances through 
life's problems. creative ministries because we serve 

Or when the child is Larry Owens 
swinging, we hear, ! ___ _ 

care enough to reach out 
with Christ's compas­
sion to children and fam­
ilies who are hurting, we 
get to watch children 
who have been abused 
and neglected find heal­

A youth minister might have in- a Lord who has overcome sin and 
troduced us to the· truth of those death and that news is too wonder­
words as he encouraged us to Jet ful to keep to ourselves. 
God help us deal with the pr<,)blems At Cumberland College we pass 
of growing to adulthood. • • , the angel's words along in class, in 

Or perhaps .it was a neighb,m:, chapel, in. ministry organizations 
friend or complete 'stranger \Yh9 and in conversations with students. 
sensed om: need and told us about a We want our students to know that 
God who loved us enough to die for "he is not here, for he is rjsen." 

• tis but -who had power even to tri- . Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
umph over.death. religion department at Cumberland 

We each have our story to tell. College, 6000Col/egeStationDr., Wil­
Although those stories are different, liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

"Look at me, Grandpa." • 
Children love for adults to watch 

them, to see what they are doing. 
Children love to "show off' for 
adults, as if to say "see what a good 
person I am." 

Children "want their caretaker's 
approval and they want adults to no­
tice when they are doing something 
positive. This is true for both 
younger children l!nd teenagers . 
Children are not as inhibited as 
teenagers about letting us know 
what they want. 

Likewise, we all know if a 

ing in foster care. 
We get to watch young people 

who had few opportunities in the 
past embark on college careers and 
new jobs. We get to watch new 
families born through adoption. 
Thank you. 

Larry Owens is director of family 
services for Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children's metropolitan Louisville re­
gion, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middle­
town, Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
The World Wide Web address is: http:/ 
/www. iglou.comlkbhc/ 

12 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 25, 1997 

• 



,.., 

• LEADERSHIP 
Good ads aside, Mormons 
still a cult; teacher says 

,, 

•:pt~~~];' 

~~-

· Lamelle Harris 
Benefit Concert 

Proceeds io benefit the Gosser Fine Arts Center Project 

Thursday, April 3 at 8 p.m. 
Powell Athletic Center .• 

Continued from page 1 
While the Mormon church recog­

nizes the King James version of the 
Bible as its official version, the church . 
accepts it as the word of God only "as 
far as it is correctly translated," she 
said. In fact, the founder of Mormon­
ism, Joseph Smith, made more than 
600 substantive "corrections" to the 
King James text, Fort said. 

Three other documents take prece­
dence over the Bible: Another Testa­
ment of Jesus Christ; The Doctrine 
and Covenants; and The Pearl of Great 
Price, she said. 
■ Belief that the group is the one 

true church. A cult claims to be God's 
one true organization and rejects his­
toric Christianity. 

Salvation, known as "exaltation," 
is impossible apart from the Mormon 
church. All other churches are said to 
teach falsehood. 
■ Changed theology. C4_lts ad­

vance a new theology through supple­
mental revelations or interpi;etation.s 
by the leader. Often this' inclu~es re­
defining traditional Christian terms 
relating to the person and· work · of• 
Jesus or the authority or the Bible. 

For example, in Mormon theolo-
gy: (· ·, '-·' .• 

~ "Sin" means ·.spec\fic ,}\Ct~, n'ot _ 

Jll,h J.) :;m01 l ·(,1/; OJ u01fiJilmjJbellsville Uni11ersif.Y, ••.1'.lw1q 
•,T,,! ".f·,· ◄ 11-,, .;·~,. •-tii n~·; q fRfii ··1e ~fl•)rn·rr 01 ?Jf ~trrzvv ffni.1 • 

b~jf tllif!lfbttM%od ~t f .2:,vil lil\te 
<j?.. ,~i'.\W.. stii\Pt~9l}rf lS. , :!iQJP'11?,llcJ , .. r[ 

.( .. u __ 

-

e 
-- UNIVERSITY 

Tickets: $10-advance; 
$8.50-groups of 5 or more 
$12.S0~oor 

.Call: (502) 789-5000 

death only, not sinfulTebell~on orspir~ 
itual death. . , 

I The "gospel" is the Mormon 
church system and doctrines. 

I "Heaven" is div-ided into three 
kingdoms, with an individual's place 
there determined by works. 

I "Hell" is a temporary place from 
which one can escape, not a·place of 
eternal punishment. • • • • 

RECOGNITION OF DECEASED KENTUCKY BAPTIST LEADERS 

The 1997 KBC Obituaries Report will include information on deceased persons who have served our Lord 
and Kentucky Baptist in a noteworthy manner. We are including persons who died during the convention year, 
September I, 1996 through August 31, 1997. 

These persons would be Kentucky Baptist ministers, missionaries, educators, laypersons, institutional leaders 
and staff and others whose Christian service has significantly benefitted our slate convention fellowship and 
111 ission programs. 

We need your help to gather the following information: 

I. Full name of deceased 
2. Date of birth 
3. Active or retired status in last position held in city, state where located 
4. Name of church where member, association, state where located 
5. Service or ministry worthy of recognition (briefly stated) 
Please forward this information before September 2 to: 

Executive Office 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

PO Box 43433 
Louisville KY 40253-0433 

ATTN: Obituary Report . 
' · ;;, 

,. 

These obituary entries will be reported to the 1997 KBC annual meeting in Lexington. You are an important 
part. of our network to gather information on those servants who deserve to be remembered among Kentucky 
Baptists. 

Systems Engineers 
Systems Analysts 

Programmer Analysts 

Find an exciting career with one of 
the largest Christian publishers in 
the world. Responsible for all 
phases of the systems development 
life cycle for complete business sys­
tems applications. 

Looking for mainframe C0B0U 
GIGS developers with the desire and 
ambition to transition to the client­
server environment. Excellent sal­
ary and benefits. 

Interested? Send your resume to: 
Systems Engineer Search, Baptist 
Sunday Sch.ool Board, Human Re­
soun:es· Department; MSN 121, 
127 Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville', 
TN 37234. FAX: (615) 251-5017 

; .. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 
Kentucky Baptist 

partnerships with Russia 
and· New England: 

■ BEECHMONT- Beechmont present the musical "He Lives" March 
Church recently ordained Earl New- 23 at 10:45 a.m. and March 27 at 7 
man, James Bowers and James Mi- p.m. Call (502) 491-6083 for more 
lam as deacons. information. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Northside Ormsby Heights Church will hold 

■ Missionary Connie 
Robbins in Khabarovsk, 
Russia. She asks prayer 
that her Russian will be 

understandable to those 

Church called Ronny Raines as pas- revival services April 13-16 at 7 p.m. 
tor. He previously was associate pas- Jon Moore of Flower Mound, Tex­
tor at Calvary Church in Glasgow. as, will be the evangelist. Call (502) 

with whom she 
ministers. 

Isaac McDonald resigned as in- 447-6867 for more information. 
terim pastor at Northside Church. He Clifton Church dedicated ifs re­
is available for pulpit supply and in- cently renovated children and youth 
terim work. He may be contacted at areas March 23. Jim Holladay is pas­
P.O. Box 2072, Elizabethtown, Ky. tor. 

■ Jane Meredith, 
International Service 

Corps volunteer in 
Penza, Russia, as she 

begins an English Club 
and English Language 

Library at the school 
where she teaches. 

42702 or (502) 737-7731. Buechel Park Church will have 
■ FORT MITCHELL--Fort Mitch- two Easter morning services at 8:30 
ell Church will present a musical dra- and 11 :00 a.m. with Sunday school at 
ma, "Joy Comes in the Morning," 9:45 a.m. Also, all afternoon activi­
March 27-29 at 7:30 p.m. Call (606) ties and the evening service are can-
331-2160 for more information. celed. Bruce Hardy is pastor. 
■ GRAHAM-Graham . Church ■ RUSSELL SPRINGS-Clear 
called Tommy Drury as pastor. He ·springs Church dedicated its new au­
recently was ordained to the gospel ditorium March 9. 

■ Th·e annual meeting of 
Woman's Missionary 

_ Union of New England, 
April 25-26 in 

Northboro, Mass. 

ministry at Oak Grove Church. ■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-First 
■ LOUISVILL~William Martin, Church will present the Easter musi­
pastor at South Watterson Trail cal dran_ia 'Toe Choice" March 27-29 
Church, will celebrate his 23rd anni- at 7 p.in. Call (502) 955-7372 for 
versary April 1. He previously was more information. 
pastor at Cedar Creek Church for 27 ■ SIMPSONVILLE-Simpsonv.ille 
years. Churc};l called David Atcher as min-

·. - . . South Jefferson Church will ister elf i:nus~c·and worship. He previ-. 
■ Dale Pet~r~on, BaptiSt present "At the Cross"· March 28-29 ously was.minister of music at Forks ; 
ca_mpu~ n:im1ster at Yale at 7 p.m. The drama was written and of Elkhorn Church in Midway. Atch- • 

University m New Haven, . directed by Pas.tor Greg Burton. Call er ·beg"ap his new ministry Feb. 3. 
Conn. (502) 937-2404 for more information.- ■ UTJCA~Mount Clij']llel Church 

-:-·: 1 : ■ 'ftie ~ up'k't he - _,. .,rl,Hill&daleO.IJ.1,JTC-Q-Wj lJ,12.w~ent"Liv- ,>.;,.:£.alledT-liui:mo~~rrisaspastor.He 
1

" I. j • ::SO 1 I G Jh . ' irtg Scenes ·ofE'astef' 'Marcli 28-29 at 5--Wfll ~ gmrn"s'~ wifiifusnyMarch 30. 
operat~d by Calva~ 7 p.m. Call (502) 935-4533 for more . ■ WINCHESTER-Central Church 

Bapt1~t Churc~ m information. • ordain~. James Stevens to the· gos-. 
Caribou, Mame; Davis. Memorial Church will pel ministry Jan. 26. • • •• 

•-

1

- Hayley, Thomas, Douglas, Adam, Andy, Daniel, Cody, John 
. Wesley, Samuel1 and Taylor 

' ' • . . . 

Have you ever bought a new car or hoine? 
Have you experienced some other really exciting 

• event? If so, you will understand how excited we 
• were recently to open our new day care. 

Three years in the planning and nearly two 
years to complete, we are finally in our new facil­
ity. Day care is provided to our faculty and staffs 
pre-school children while their parents help meet 

-the many needs of our students. 
Our daycare staff worked hard for 

• weeks getting ready for the move. The 
director and others worked until late 
Tuesday night making final prepara­
tions. 

I was there bright and early 
·wednesday morning along with bal­
loons and other decorations, when the 
children came in for the first time. I was 
just as excited as they were. Hayley 
was the first to arrive. This is Hayley's 

• first year at Oneida. She is 2 years old, 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Andy arrived shortly after Adam. Andy wast­
ed no time checking things out. His mother teach­
es in our middle school and is a 1979 Oneida grad­
uate. Andy's mother and siblings came to Oneida 
in the summer of 1993. 

Daniel arrived at 7:30 a.m. His mother has 
worked in the day care for the past 10 years. She 
is a 1983 Oneida graduate. 

Cody and John Wesley were next 
to arrive. Cody is a foster child, and 
John Wesley is my 1-year-old grand­
son. John Wesley's mother works in 
the main office and is a 1988 Oneida 
graduate. His father, my son, is the 
dean of boys and is in charge of the 
boys' work program. John Wesley's 
father is in his 11th year of Oneida ser­
vice, while his · mother has worked for 
the past four years. They also met here 
and were m'arriedin 1989. • 

Samuel came later in the morning. 
aqd her father is one of our high school W.F. Underwood His inother is the assistant high school 

principal, and his father is our high 
school principal. They have worked here eight 
years. His father graduated from Oneida in 1982. 

math teachers. Her mother works with 
. students in our special help program. 
• Thomas and Douglas were next to arrive. Their 
father attended Oneida and returned with his wife 

·, in December 1992. Both teach micldle school. 
Thomas, 3-and-a half, and 2-year-old Douglas 
have. been in our day care since they were babies. 

Next to arrive was Adam. Adam is my 3-year­
old grandson. His father teaches English and 
works with our seniors. Adam's mother, my 
daughter, teaches in the high school and works 

• with our elementary children. She is a 1986 Onei­
da graduate. Adam's parents have taught here the 
past six years. Like my wife and me, Adam's par­
ents met at Oneida Baptist Institute. 

Taylor was the last to arrive. She is 1 year old. 
Her parents came to Oneida two years ago. Her 
father is the band and choir director, and her moth­
er works in the publications department.· 

It was a really exciting day. The children went 
from table to table and from toy to toy to check 
every thing out. They were only slightly tired by 
the end of the day, but the workers were exhaust­
ed. A special thanks to the many volunteers and 
others who have helped us with this project. 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 • 
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Kentucky couples appointed to 
Foreign Mission Board service 

RICHMOND, Va.- Four cou­
ples with ties to Kentucky recently 
were appointed to service with the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. 

Lexington native Bill Gray and 
his wife, Shirley, were named Co­
operative Services International rep­
resentatives. They will work on as­
sistance projects in developing na­
tions . 

Gray is the former pastor of First 
Baptist Church of West Liberty. 

Kentucky pastor Carl Gallion Jr. 
and his wife, Cassie, were appoint­
ed missionaries to the Ukraine, 
where he will serve as pastor of the 
International Baptist Church in Kiev 
and they will work in outreach min­
istries. 

Gallion, a native of Jenkins, con­
siders First Baptist church of Jen­
kins his home church. -

Since 1992, he has been pastor' of 
First Baptist Church of Jenkins. He 
also is the former pastor of River­
side Baptist Church in Fourmile, and 
he was an evangelist in Ashland. 

. Grays · Ga/lions 

Campbellsville native Kenneth 
Boyd and his wife, Donna, were ap­
pointed to service in Indonesia, 
where he will be a church planting 
strategist and they will work in out­
reach ministries. 

Boyd had served since 1993 as 
associate minister of youth and vis­
itation at Elk Creek Baptist Church 
in Taylorsville. 

Kentuckians Wayne and Gayle 
Gullion will serve as missionaries to 
the Niger Republic, where he will 
start churches and they will work in 
outreach ministries. 

Born in Covington, Gullion has 
served since last year as interim pas­
tor at First Baptist Church of Saly­
ersville. He previously was pastor of 
Ten Mile Baptist Church in Glen­
coe. Mrs. Gullion considers Glencoe 
her hometown and Big Bone Bap­
tist church in Union to be her home 
church. 

The Foreign Mission Board has 
nearly 4,200 workers in 126 coun­
tries among 336'. ethnic people 
groups. ' 

Boyds Gu/lions 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE.COLLEGE 

WE BELIEVE th~t God has established the sane- . 
• tity and companionship of marriage in scripture. . . . 

WE BELIEVE that God intends the marriage bond 
of husband and wife. to last a lifetime. • 

WE BELIEVE that what God has joined together, 
let the congregation hold together! • 

In agreement with these principles Clear Creek 
Baptist Bible College has _invited Dr. Michael 
McManus, President and Founder of Marriage 
Savers Institute to lead our annual Lacey-Lykins 
Lectures series~ 

LECTURE SCHEDULE 

April 8 
10:00AM· 
11:00AM 
12:00PM . 
6:30PM 

April 9 
8:00AM 
9:00AM 
10:00AM 

Chapel 
General Session 
General Session 
Community Pastors 
Meeting 

General Session 
. General Session 
Chapel 

300 Clear Creek Rd. Pineville, KY 40977 Phone: 606/337-31% 
Fax: 606/337-2372 E-mail: ccbbc@tcnet.net Web-site: www.ccbbc.edu 
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Missionary's Christian witness wins over terrorist 
LOS ANGELES (BP)---At the age 

of 18, "John" joined the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization. In 1978, he 
went to jail for bombing a passport 
services office in the Gaza Strip. 

After serving a jail sentence he 
came to America- not as a Muslim, 
but as a Christian. 

While in prison, a missionary vis­
iting cells offered a Bible to John, who 
asked that his real name not be used. 
He said threats have been made 
against his life since he became a 
Christian. 

"By the time the missionary got to 
my cell, I was so angry with him for 
what he was saying. I punched him in 
the face and threw his New Testament 
through the bars onto the floor." 

~·-•---...... ,._.,., 
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The missionary's response was far 
from expected, John said. "He looked 
at me with love, although at the time I 
didn't recognize that's what it was. He 
said, 'I love you. I'll pray for you."' 

The next day, the missionary revis­
ited John's jail cell. "I thought, 'This 
guy must be crazy."' 

John took the New Testament and 
put it under his mattress, intending to 
discard it when the missionary left. 
That night, he said, he dreamed about 
the Bible, and the next morning he 
started reading· it. 

"I just opened the book," John said. 
"The first verse I saw was Matthew 
5:44: ' ... love your enemy and pray 
for those who persecute you.' That 
verse really got hold of my heart. 

What I read in the Bible I had seen 
demonstrated two days before by the 
missionary." 

Christianity was a foreign concept 
to an 18-year-old Muslim terrorist. 

"Islam teaches heaven as food and 
pleasure; Christianity teaches heaven 
as love, joy and peace. That's heav­
enly language, not earthly," John said. 
"Islam teaches no relationship with 
God, no conversation. Basically you 
just recite, kneel and bow. I was 
shocked at having a relationship with 
God." 

John kept reading the Bible and 
began developing a Christian relation­
ship with God. 

"One day I knelt on my cell floor," 
he said. "I knelt as a Muslim kneels, 

OUTREACH Missionary Fred Loper assists a client at the Good Shepherd Building of First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City. He and his 
wife., Lavada, conduct workshops across t~e country promoting medical missions. {Photo by Don Rutledge) 

Missionary doc promotes medical minist,ries 
OKLAHOMA CITY-He came 

to Sunday school as always, but to­
day he had a deep cut on his arm from 
a barroom brawl the night before. He 
hadn't gone to an emergency room; 
the bartender had stitched the wound 
closed with a sewing needle and plain 
cotton thread. 

Seeing how the injury had been 
treated, the pastor suggested that med­
ical students at the church could do a 
better job than the bartender. 

Fred Loper, one of those students, 
took that challenge and today is a mis­
sionary and physician encouraging 
Southern Baptists to include medical 
ministries in their community out­
reach. 

Southern Baptists are affiliated 
with. about 120 sites offering health 
care, Loper said. Medical missions 
can be as simple as blood pressure 
screenings or as complicated as a 
mobile dental clinic. 

Loper's first experience in medi­
cal missions was 20 years ago in the 
bar where the bartender stitched the 
wound. He and other volunteers from 
First Baptist Church of Oklahoma 
City hung sheets to make private treat­
ment rooms, and their supplies were 
limited to Band-Aids and cotton balls. 

"We saw about a dozen guys that 
first night. We didn't do one bit of 

helpful medical care, bqt we did a 
whole bunch of spiritual care," Loper 
recalls. The ministry they began con­
tinues as the Good Shepherd Medical 
Clinic, though it has moved to anoth-
er building: • 

"In medical school I wanted to be 
in ministry in a full-time way," Loper 

. says. Other than foreign missions, 
however, he didn't know of opportu­
nities to combine his medical skills 
and missions interest. The experience 
at Good Shepherd Medical Clinic 
taught him he could be a doctor and a 
missionary. 

Good Shepherd is also where he 
met his wife, Lavada. A college stu­
dent in Oklahoma City, she was a vol­
uriteer at the health clinic. 

Though Mrs. Loper is not a doc­
tor or nurse, the couple is definitely 
a ministry team. As they lead work­
shops for churches interested in 
medical missions, she helps laymen 
see how they can help keep records 
straight and provide medical sup­
plies. 

"Health care provides an avenue 
for lots of people to be involved," 
Mrs. Loper says. "You don't have 
to be a health care provider." 

Because his life course was set 
while he was a student, Loper makes 
working with medical students a pri-

ority. He wants them to experience 
medical missions while they are in 
school and while they are determin­
ing their priorities. Who better to 
serve in bivocational, ministries, 
Loper asks, than health c;are profes­
sionals who could work part-time 
and earn enough money to support 
their families? 

If the Lopers could ask Southern 
Baptists to start something new, it 
would be for mor,e ministry among 
people with HIV and .AIDS. The 
Lopers have led conferences and 
been featur_ed in. books challenging 
"Christians to behave like Christ 
would in that par(icular ar~a of min­
istry. If w_e can go there and minis­
ter, we can go anywhere and minis-
ter," Loper said. • • . 

The Lopers have. al·s9 'oefri~nded 
people with AIDS and !heir families. 
Dealing with such life '.arid death is­
sues can be draining, _Mrs. y,per ad­
mits. But seeing Christi~ns get excit­
ed about the ministry.pqssibilitie·s is 
rewarding, she adds. • • 

Loper says, "We who get called.to 
do ministry always get more than the 
people we minister with. When you're 
doing your part in the body of Christ 
you're happy, fulfilled, stretc)led. I 
always wonder who's getting the best 
benefit out of this." 

l!: 

with my face on the floor, and I start­
ed talking to God. I didn't know what 
to s~y. There was no one to teach me. 
But the name Jesus Christ kept run­
ning through my mind. So in my heart 
I said, 'Jesus Christ, I put my trust in 
you.' I was having a conversation with 
God. Immediately, there was amazing 
peace." 

Now married and living in Califor­
nia, John shares. his Christian beliefs 
with Muslims, primarily international 
students at universities. 

"Muslims are really-special people. 
They have been stereotyped as a bad, 
violent people. Some of their culture 
and traditions may be violent, but 
Muslims aren't all bombers and ter­
rorists." 
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> For the pas!six year~?sheha~lived outher ~ailing.in;; 
~yttings ranging from a hospital to a hospice. Today she 

. Commutes 35 miles from her home inFert1s, Texas; to the 
Baylor University tviedical Cepter in Dallas. As chaplain at, 
Baylor Institute for Rehabilitation, she brings hope and 
encouragement to individuals learning to deal with 
catastrophic loss ... /\· > . 
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•• .. •, a traumatic brain.Qr.spinal cord'fnjury; rm frequently with 
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• Larnelle Harris 
Benefit Concert 

J: 

Proceeds to benefit the Gosser Fine Arts Center Project 

Thursday, April 3 at 8 p.m. 
Powell Athletic Center 

Campbellsville University 

________ __ :~~;\f __ _ 

RSITY 

Tickets: $IO-advance; 
$8.50-groups of 5 or mo·re 
$12.50-door 

•-·· . 

Call: · (502) . 789-5000 
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